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MESSAGE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

> 

RICHMOND,  VA.,  Dec.  23,  18&8. 

» 

and  .House  o/*  Representatives  : 

I  herewith  trausn^,  for  your  information,  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  Ws^,  covering  General  Lee's  report  of  the  opera 
tions  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  from  the  date  of  his  assump 
tion,  of  command  to  and  including  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
December  13th,  1862,  and  the  subordinate  reports  appertaining 
thereto. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


COMMUNICATION  FROM  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 
•        * 

CONFEDERATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  -  \ 

War  Department, 
Richmond,  Va,  Dec.  21,  1863,  ) 
• 
To  His  Excellency,    THE  PRESIDENT  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  transmit  for  the  information 
of  Congress,  General  Lee's  report  of  operations  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia,  from  the  date  of  his  assumption  of  command  to 
and  including  the  battle  at  Fredericksburg,  December  13th,  1863,  and 
the  subordinate  reports  appertaining  ^ thereto. 

This  includes  the  report  of  operations  before  Richmond,  submitted 
at  the,  last  session,  but  procured  from  the  congressional  files,  that  the 
consecutive  narrative  might  be  formed*  in  accordance  with  General 
Lee's  written  request, 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  y,our  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


GENERAL  LEE'S  REPORT. 


ARMT  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA,  > 
March  6,  1863.          $ 

General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  *nd.  Inspector  General,  RicKmond,  Fa.  : 

SIR  :  After  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines,  the  Federal  army,  under 
General  McClellan,  preparatory  to  »n  advance  upon  Richmond,  pro 
ceeded  to  fortify  its  position  on  the  Chickahominy,  and  to  perfect  th* 
communications  with  its  base  of  supplies,  near  the  head  of  York  river. 
Its  left  was  established  south  of  the  Chickahominy,  between  White 
Oak  Swamp  and  New  Bridge,  defended  by  a  line  of  strong  works,  ac 
cess  to  which,  except  by  a  few  narrow  roads,  was  obstructed  by  felling 
the  dense  forests  in  front.  These  roads  were  commanded  for  a  great 
distance  by  the  heavy  guns  in  the  fortifications.  The  right  wing  lay 
north  of  the  Chickahominy,  extending  beyond  Mechanicsville,  and 
the  approaches  from  the  so'uthside  were  strongly  defended  by  entrench 
ments.  Our  army  was  around  Richmond.  The  divisions  of  Huger 
and  Magruder,  supported  by  those  of . Longstreet  and  D.  H.  Hill,  in 
front  of  the  enemy's  left,  and  th^t  of  A.  P.  Hill  extending  from  Ma- 
gruder's  left  beyond  Meadow  Bridge.  The  command  of  General 
Jackson,  including  EwelPs  division,  operating  in  the  Shenandoah  val 
ley,  tiad  succeeded  in  diverting  the  army  of  McDowell  at  Fredericks, 
burg  from  uniting  with  that  of  McClellan.  To  render  this  diversion 
more  decided,  and  effectually  mask  his  withdrawal  from  the  Valley 
at  the  proper  time,  Jackson,  after  the  defeat  of  Fremont  and  Shields, 
was  reinforced  by  Whiting's  division,  composed  of  Hood's  Texas 
brigade,  and  his  own,  under  Colonel  Law,  from  Richmond,  and  that 
of  Lawton,  from  the  South.  The  intention  of  the  enemy  seemed  to 
be  to  attack  Richmond  by  regular  approaches.  The  strength  ,of  his 
left  wing  rendered  a  direct  assualt  injudicious,  if  not  impracticable. 
It  was  therefore  determined  to  construct  defensive  lines  so  as  to  ena 
ble  a  part  of  the  army  to  defend  the  city,  and  leave  the  other  part 
free  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  and  operate  on  the  north  bank.  By 
sweeping  down  the  river  on  that  side,  and  threatening  his  communica 
tions  with  York  river,  it  was  thought  that  the  enemy  would  be  com 
pelled  to  retreat  or  give  battle  out  of  his  entrenchments.  The  plan 
was  submitted  to  His  Excellency  the  President,  who  was  rejpeatedly 
on  the  field  in  the  course  of  its  execution. 
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Whilt  preparations  were  .in  progress,  a  cavalry  expedition,  under 
General  Stuart,  was  made  around  the  rear  of  the  Federal  army,  to 
ascertain  its  position  and  movements.  This  was  executed  with  great 
address  and  daring  by  that  acc9mplished  c^fficer.  As  soon  a3  the  de 
fensive  works  were  sufficiently  advanced,  General  Jackson  was 
directed  to  move  rapidly  and  secretly  from  the  Valley,  so  as  to  arrive 
in  the  vicinity  of  Ashland  by  the  24th  of  June.  The  enemy  appeared 
toi  be  unaware  of  our  purpose,  and  on  the*26th  attacked  General 
Huger,  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  with  the  intention,  as  appeared  by 
.a  dispatch  from  General  McClellan,  of  securing  his  advance  towards 
Richmond..  The  effort  was  successfully  resisted  and  our  line  main 
tained.  ' 

BATTLE   OF  MECHANICSVILLE. 

According  to  the  general  order  of  battle,  a  copy  of  which  is  an 
nexed,  General  Jackson  was  to  jnarch  from  Ashland  on  the  25th,  in 
the  direction  of  Slash  Church,  encamping  for  the  night  west  of  th« 
Central  railroad,  and  to  advance  at  three,  A.  M.,  on  the  26th,  and 
turn  Beaver  Dam.  A.  P.  Hill  was  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  at  Mea 
dow  Bridge,  when  Jackson's  advance  beyond  that  point  should  be 
known,  and  move  directly  upon  Mechanicsville.  As  soon  as  the 
Mechanicsville  bridge  should  be  uncovered,  Longstreet  and  D.  H. 
Hill  were  to  cross,  the  latter  to  proceed  to  the  support  of  Jackson, 
and  the  former  to  that  of  A.  P.  Hill.  The  four  commands  were 
directed  to  sweep  down  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahominy  towards 
the  York  River  railroad,  Jackson  on  the  left  and  in  advance,  Long- 
street  nearest  the  river  and  in  the  rear.  Huger  and  Magruder  were 
ordered  to  hold  their  positions  against  any  assault  of  the  enemy,  to 
observe  his  movements,  and  follow  him  closely  should  he  retreat. 
General  Stuart,  with  the  cavalry,  was  thrown  out  on  Jackson's  left, 
to  guard  his  flank,  and  give  notice  of  4ne  enemy's  movements.  Brig 
adier  General  Pendleton  was  directed  to  employ  the  reserve  artillery 
so  as  to  resist  any  approach  of  the  enemy  towards  Richmond,  to 
superintend  that  portion  of  it  posted  to  aid  in  the  operations  on  the 
north  bank,  and  hold  the  remainder  ready  for  use  when  it  might  be 
required.  In  consequence  of  unavoidable  delays,  the  whole  of  Gene 
ral  Jackson's  command  did  not  arrive  at  Ashland  in  time  to  enable 
him  to  reach  the  point  designated  on  the  25th.  His  march  on  the 
26th  was  consequently  longer  than  had  been  anticipated,  and  his  pro 
gress  being  also  retarded  by  the  enemy,  A.  P.  Hill  did  not  begin  his 
movement  until  three,  P.  M.,  when  he  crossed  the  river  arid  advanced 
upon  Mechanicsville.  After  a  sharp  conflict,  he  drove  the  enemy 
from  his  entrenchments,  and  forced  him  to  take  refuge  in  his  works, 
on  the  left  bank  of  Beaver  Dam,  about  a  mile  distant.  This  pqsition 
was  a  strong  one,  the  banks  of  the  creek  in  front  being  high  and 
almost  perpendicular,  and  the  approach  to  it  over  open  fields,  com 
manded  by  the  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry  entrenched  on  the  oppo 
site  side.  The  difficulty  of  crossing  the  stream  had  been  increased 
by  felliag.the  woods  on  its  banks  and  destroying  the  bridges.  Jack- 


son  being  expected  to  pass  Bearer  Dam  above,  and  turn  the  enemy's 
right,  a  direct  attack  was  not  made  by  General  Hill.  One  of  his 
regiments  on  the  left  of  his  line  crossed  the  creek  to  communicate 
with  Jackson,  and  remained  until  after 'dark,  when  it  was  withdrawn. 
Longstreet  and  D.  H.  Hill  crossed  the  Mechanicsville  bridge  as  soon 
as  it  was  uncovered  and  could  be  repaired,  but  it  was  late  before  they 
reached  the  north,  bank  of  the  Chickahominy  D.  H.  Hill's  leading 
brigade,  under  Ripley,  advanced  to  the  support  of  the  troops  engaged, 
and  at  a  late  hour  united  with  Fender's  brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  divis 
ion,  in  an  effort  to  turn  the  enemy's  left,  but  the  troops  were  unable, 
in  the  growing  darkless,  to  overcome  the  obstructions,  and  after 
sustaining  a  destructive  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  at  short  range, 
were  withdrawn.  The  fire  was  continued  until  about  nine,  P.  M., 
when  the  engagement  ceased  Our  troops  retained  the  ground  on 
the  right  bank,  from  which  the  enemy  had  been  driven.  Ripley  was 
relieved  at  three,  P.  M.,  on  the  27th,  by  two  of  Longstreet's  brigades, 
which  were  subsequently  reinforced.  In  expectation  of  Jackson's 
arrival  on  the  enemy's  right,  the  battle  was  renewed  at  dawn,  and 
continued  with  animation  for  about  two  hours,  during  which  the 
passage  of  the  creek  was  attempted,  and  our  troops  forced  their  way 
to  its  banks,  where  their  progress  was  arrested  by  the  nature  of  the 
stream.  They  maintained  their  position,  while  preparations  were 
being  made  to  cross  at  another  point  nearer  the  Chickahominy.  Be 
fore  they  were  completed,  Jackson  crossed  Beaver  Dam  above  and  the 
enemy  abandoned  his  entrenchments  and  retired  rapidly  down  the 
river,  destroying  a  great  deal  of  property,  but  leaving  much  in  his 
deserted  camps. 

BATTLE  OF  THE  CHICKAHOMINV. 

• 

After  repairing  the  bridges  over  Beaver  Dam,  the  several  columns 
resumed  their  march,  as  nearly  as  possible,  as  prescribed  yi  the  order. 
Jackson,  with  whom  D.  H.  Hill  had  united,  bore  to  the  left,  in  order 
to  cut  off  reinforcements  to  the  enemy,  or  intercept  his  retreat  in  that 
direction.  Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill  moved  nearer  the  Chickahom 
iny.  Many  prisoners  were  taken  in  their  progress,  and  the  conflagra 
tions  of  wagons  and  stores  marked  the  way  of  the  retreating  army. 
Longstreet  and  Hill  reached  the  vicinity  of  New  Bridge  about  noon. 
It  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  taken  a  position  behind  Powhite 
creek,  prepared  to  dispute  our  progress.  He  occupied  a  range  of 
hills,  with  his  right  resting  in  the  vicinity  of  McGehees'  house,  and 
his  left  near  that  of  Dr.  Gaines,  on  a  wooded  bluff,  which  rose  ab 
ruptly  from  a  deep  ravine.  The  ravine  was  filled  with  sharpshooters, 
to  whom  its  banks  gave  protection.  .  A  second  line  of  infantry  w§s 
stationed  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  behind  a  breastwork  of  trees,  above 
the  first.  A  third  occupied  the  crest,  strengthened  with  rifle  trenches, 
and  crowned  with  artillery.  The  approach  to  this  position  was  over 
an  open  plain,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide,  commanded  by  this 
triple  line  of  fire,  and  swept  by  the  heavy  batteries  south  of  the 
In  front  of  his  centre  apd  right,  the  ground  waa 


generally  open,  bounded  on  the  side  of  our  approach  by  a  wood,  with 
dense  and  tangled  undergrowth,  and  traversed  by  a  sluggish  stream 
which    converted   the   soil   into   a  deep  morass.       The  woods  on  the 
further  side  of  the  swamp  were'occupied  by  sharpshooters,  and  trees 
.had  been  felled  to  increase  the  difficulty  of  its  passage,  and  detain  our 
advancing  columns  under  the  fire  of  infantry,  massed   on  the   slopes 
of  the  opposite  hills,  and  of  the  batteries  on  their  crests.     Pressing 
on  towards  the  York  River  railroad,  A.  P.  Hill,  who  was  in  advance, 
reached  the  vicinity  of  New  Cold  Harbor  about  two  P.  M.,  where  he 
encountered  the  enemy.     He  immediately  formed  his  line  nearly  par 
allel  to  the   read  leading  from  that  place  towards  McGehee's  house, 
aiftl  soon  became  hotly  engaged.     The  arrival  of  Jackson  on  our  left 
wafe   momentarily   expected,   and    it  was  supposed   that  his  approach 
would   cause    the    extension  of  the    enemy's    line   in    that  direction. 
Under  this  impression,  Longstreet  was  held  back  until  this  movement 
should  commence.     The  principal  part  of  the  Federal  army  was  now 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahominy.       Hill's  single  division  met 
this  large  force  with  the  impetuous  courage  for  which  tfcat  officer  and 
his  troops  are  distinguished.     They  drove  the  enemy  back  and  assailed 
him  in  his  strong  position  on  the  ridge:      The  battle  raged  fierc.ely, 
and  with  varying  fortune,  more  than   two  hours.       Three  regiments 
pierced  the  eneny's  line,  and  forced  their  way  to  the  crest  of  the  hilJ 
on  his  left,  but  were  compelled  to  fall  back  before  overwhelming  num 
bers.     The  superior  force  of  the  enemy, .  assisted  by   the  fire  of  his 
batteries,  south  of  the   Chickahominy,   which  played   incessantly  on 
our  columns  as  they  pressed  through  the  difficulties  that   obstructed 
their  way,  caused,  them  to  recoil.     Though  most  of  the  men  had  never 
been  under  fire  until  the  day  before,  they  were  rallied,  and  in  turn, 
repelled'  the  advance  of  the   enemy.       Some    brigades  were  broken, 
others  stubbornly  maintained  their  positions,  but  it  became  apparent 
that  the  enemy  was  gradually  gaining    ground.       The  attack  on  our 
left  being  delayed  by  the  length  of  Jackson's  march,  and  the  obstacles 
he  encountered,  Longstreet  was  ordered  to  make  a  diversion  in  Hill's 
favor,  by  a  feint  on  the  enemy's  left.     In  making  this  demonstration, 
the  great  strength  of  the  position  already  described  was  discovered, 
and  General  Longstreet  perceived  that,  to  render  the  diversion  effec- 
tua.1,  the  feint  must  be  converted  into  an  attack.     He   resolved,  with 
tharlfcteriatic  promptness,  to  carry  the  heights  by  assault.     His  col 
umn  was  quickly  formed  near  the  open  ground,  and   as  his   prepara 
tions  were  completed,  Jackson  arrived,  and  his  right  division,  that  of 
Whiting,  took  position  on  the  left  of  Longstreet.     At  the  same  time, 
D.  H.  Hill  formed  on  our  extreme  left,  and  after  a  short  but  bloody 
conflict,  forced  his   way   through    the   morass   and    obstructions,  and 
drove  the  enemy  from  the  woods  on  the  opposite  side.    Ewell  advanced 
on  Hill'8  right  and  engaged  the  enemy  furiously.     The  first  and  fourth 
brigades,  of  Jackson's  own  division,  filled  the  interval  between  Ewell 
and  A.  P.  Hill.     The  second  and  third   were  sent  to  the  right.     The 
arrival  of  these  fresh  troops  enabled  A.  P.  Hill  to  withdraw  some  of 
his  brigades,  wearied  and  reduced  by  their  long  and  arduous  conflict. 
The  line  being  now  complete,  a  general  advance,  from  right4o  left, 


wai  ordered.  On  the  right,  the  troops  moved  forward  with  steadi 
ness,  unchecked  by  the  terrible  fire  from  the  triple  lines  of  infantry 
on  the  hill,  and  the  cannon  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  which  burst 
upon  them  as  they  emerged  upon  the  plain.  The  dead  and  wounded 
marked  the  way  of  their  intrepid  advance,  the  brave  Teians  leading, 
closely  followed  by  their  no  less  daring  comrades.  The  enemy  were 
driven  from  the  ravine  to  the  first  line  of  breastworks,  over  which  our 
impetuous  column  dashed  up  to  the  entrenchments  on  the  crest; 
These  were  quickly  stormed,  fourteen  pieces  of  artillery  captured, 
und  the  enemy  driven  into  the  field  beyond.  Fresh  troops  came  to 
his  support,  and  he  endeavored  repeatedly  to  rally,  but  in  vain.  He 
was  forced  back  with  great  slaughter,  until  he  reached  the  woods  on 
the  banks  of  the  Chickahominy,  and  night  put  an  end  to  the  pursuit. 
Long  lines  of  dead  and  wounded  marked  each  stand  made  by  the 
enemy  in  his  stubborn  resistance,  and  the  field  over  which  he  retreated 
was  strewn  with  the  slain.  On  the  left,  the  .attack  was  no  less  vigor 
ous  anti  successful.  D.  H^Hill  charged  across  the  open  ground  in 
his  front,  one  of  his  regiments  having  first  bravely  carried  a  battery 
whose  fire  enfiladed  his  advance.  Gallantly  supported  by  the  troop* 
on  his  right,  who  pressed  forward  with  unfaltering  resolution,  he 
reached  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  and,  after  a  sanguinary  struggle,  broke 
the  enemy's  line,  captured  seteral  of  his  batteries,  and  drove  him  in 
confusion  towards  the  Chickahominy,  until  darkness  rendered  further 
pursuit  impossible.  Our  troops  remained  in  undisturbed  possession 
of  the  field,  covered  with  the  Federal  dead  and  wounded,  and  their 
broken  forces  fled  to  the  river  or  wandered  through  the  woods.  Owing 
to  the  nature  of  the  country,  the  cavalry  was  unable  10  participate  in 
the  general  engagement.  It  rendered  valuable  service  in  guarding 
Jackson's  flank,  and  took  a  large  number  of  .prisoners.  On  the 
morning  of  the  28th,  it  was  ascertained,  that  none  of  the  enemy  re 
mained  in  our  front%iorth  of  the  Chickahominy.  t  As  he  might  yet 
intend  to  give  battle  to  preserve  his  communications,  the  ninth  cav 
alry,  supported  by  Ewell's  division,  was  ordered  to  seize  the  York 
.River  railroad,  and  General  Stuart,  with  his  main  body,  to  co-oper 
ate.  When  the  cavalry  reached  Dispatch  Station,  the  enemy  retreated 
to  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  and  burned  the  railroad  bridge1.  Ewell, 
coming  up  shortly  afterwards,  destroyed  a  portion  of  the  track. 
During  the  forenoon,  columns  of  dust,  south  of  the*  Chickahominy, 
showed  that  the  Federal  army  was  in  motion.  The  abandonment  of 
the  railroad  and  destruction  of  the  bridge,  proved  that  no  further 
attempt  would  be  made  to  hold  that  line.  But  from  the  position  it 
occupied,  the  roads,  which  led  towards  James  river,  would  also  enablt 
it  to  reach  the  lower  bridges  over  the  Chickahominy,  and  retreat  down, 
the  Peninsula.  In  the  latter  event,  it  was  necessary  that  our  troopi 
should  continue  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  and,  until  the  inten 
tion  of  General  McClellan  was  discovered,  it  was  deemed  injudicious 
to  change  their  disposition.  Ewell  was  therefore-  ordered  to  proceed 
to  Bottom's  Bridge  to  guard  that  point,  and  the  cavalry  to  watch  the 
brigdes  below.  No  certain  indications  of  a  retreat  to  James  river 
were  discovered  by  our  forces  on  the  south  side  of  the  ChickabominT, 
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and  late  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy's  works  were  reported  to  be  fully 
manned.  The  strength  of  these  fortifications  prevented  Generafs 
Huger  and  Magruder  from  discovering  what  was  passing  in  their 
front.  Below  the  enemy's  works,  the  country  was  densely  wooded, 
and  intersected  hy  impassable  swamps,  at  once  concealing  his  move 
ments,  and  precluding  reconnoisances,  except  by  the  regular  roads,  all 
of  which  were  strongly  guarded.  The  bridges  over  the  Chickahomi- 
ny,  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  were  destroyed^  aid  their  reconstruction 
impracticable  in  the  presence  of  his  whole  army  and  powerful  batte 
ries.  We  were,  therefore,  compelled  to  wait  until  his  purpose  should 
be  developed.  Generals  Huger  and,Magruder  were  again  directed  to 
use  the  utmost  vigilance,  and  pursue  the  enemy  vigorously  -should 
they  discover  that  he  was  retreating.  During  the  afternoon  and  night 
of  the  28th,  the  signs  of  a  general  movement  were  apparent,  and  no 
indications  of  his  approach  to  the  lower  bridges  of  the  Chickahominy 
haying  been  discovered  by.  the  pickets  in  observation  at  those  points, 
it  became  manifest  that  •  General  McClellan  was  retreating  to  the 
James  river.  .  f 

BATTLE  OF  SAVAGE  STATION. 

Early  on  the  29th,  Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill  we.re  qrdered  to  re- 
cross  the  Chickahominy  at  New  Bridge  and  move  by  the  Darbytown 
to  the  Long  Bridge  road.  Major  R.  K.  Meade  and  Lieutenant  S.  K. 
Johnson,  of  the  engineers,  attached  to  General  Longstreet's  division, 
who  had  been  sent  to  reconnoitre,  found,  about  sunrise*  the  work  on 
the  upper  extremity  of  the  enemy's  line  of  entrenchments  abandoned. 
Generals  Huger  and  Magruder  were  immediately  ordered  in  pursuit, 
the  former  by  the  Charles  City  road,  so  as  to  take  the  Federal  army 
in  flank,  and  the  latter  by  the  Williamsburg  road,  to  attack  its  rear. 
Jackson  was  directed  to  cross 'at  Grapevine  Bridg^  and  move  dow.n 
the  south  side  of  the  Chickahominy.  Magruder  and  Huger  f tfund  the 
whole  line  of  works  deserted  and  large  quantities  of  military  store's, 
of  every  description,  abandoned  or  destroyed.  The  former  reached 
the  vicinity  of  Savage  Station  about  noon,  where  he  came  ftpon  the 
rear  guard  of  the  retreating  army.  Being  informed  that  the  enemy 
was  advancing,  he  halted  and  sent  for  reinforcements.  Two  brigades 
of  Auger's  division  were  ordered  to  his  support,  but  su^equently 
withdrawn,  it  being  apparent  that  the  force  in  Magruder' 8  front  was 
covering  the  retreat  of  the  main  body.  Jackson's  route  led  to  the 
flank  and  rear  of  Savage  Station,  but  he  was  delayed  by  the  neces 
sity  of  reconstructing  Grapevine  Bridge.  Late  in  the  afternoon, 
Magruder  attacked*  the  enemy  with  one  of  his  divisions  and  two  regi 
ments  of  another.  A  severe  action  ensued  and  continued  about  two 
honrs,  when  it  was  terminated  by  night.  The  troops  displayed  great 
gallantry  and  inflicted  heavy  loss  upon  the  enemy,  but,  owing  to  the 
lateness  of  the  hour  and  the  small  force  employed,  the  result  was  not 
decisive,  and  the  enemy  continued  his .  retreat,  under  cover  of  dark 
ness,  leaving  several  hundred  prisoners,  with  his  dead  and  wounded, 
ia  our  iiftads;  At  Savage  Station  were  found  about  twenty-five 
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dred  men  in  hospital  and  a  large  amount  of  property..  Stores  of 
much  value  had  been  destroyed,  including  the  necessary  medical  sup 
plies  for  the  sick  and  -wounded.  But  the  time  gained  enabled  the 
retreating  column  to  cross  White  Oak  Swamp  without  interruption 
and  destroy  the  bridge. 

BATTLE  OF  FRAZIER'S  FARM. 

Jackson  reached  Savage  Station  early  on  the  SOth.  He  was 
drrected  to  pursue  the  enemy  on  the  road  he  had  taken,  and  Magruder 
to  follow  Longstreet  by  the  Darbytown  road.  As  Jackson  advanced,- 
he  captured  such  numbers  of  orisoners,  and  collected  so  many  armg, 
that  two  regiments  had  to  be  detached  for  their  security.  His  pro 
gress  was  arrested  at  White  Oak  Swamp.  The  enemy  occupied  the 
opposite  side  and  obstinately  resisted  the  reconstruction  of  the  bridge. 
Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill,  continuing  their  advance  on  the  30th, 
soon  came  upon  the  enemy,  strongly  posted  across  the  Long  Bridge 
road,  about  a  mile  from  its  intersection  with  the  Charles  City  road. 
Huger's  route  led  to  the  right  of  this  position,  Jackson's  to  the  rear, 
and  the  arrival  of  their  commands  was  awaited  to  begin  the  attack. 
On  the  29th  General  Holmes  had  crossed  from  the  south'  side*  of 
James  river,  with  part  of  his  division.  On  the  30th,  reinforced  by* 
General  Wise  'with  a  detachment  of  his  brigade,  he  moved  down  the 
river  road  and  came  upon  the  line  of  the  retreating  army  near  Mal- 
vern  Hill.  Perceiving  indications  of  confusion,  General  Holmes  was 
ordered  to  open  upon  the  column  with  artillery.  He  soon  discovered 
that  a  number  of  batteries,  advantageously  posted,  ^-npported  by  an 
infantry  force  superior  to  his  own  and  assisted  by  the  lire  of  the  gun 
boats  in  James  river,  guarded  this  part  of  the  line,  Magruder,  who 
had  reached  the  Darbytown  road,  was  ordered  to  reinforce  Holmes, 
but,  being  at  a  greater  distance  than  had  been  supposed,  he  did  not 
reach  the  position  of  the  latter  in  time  for  an  attack.  Huger  re 
ported  that  his  progress  was  obstructed;  but  about  four,  P.  M.,  firing 
was  heard  in  the  direction  of  the  Charles  City  road,  which  was  sup 
posed  to  indicate  his  approach.  Longstreet  immediately  opened  with 
one  of  his  batteries  to  give  notice  of  his  presence.  This  brought  on 
the  engagement,  but  Huger  not  coining  up.  and  Jackson  having  been 
unable  to  force  the  passage  of  White  Oak*  Swamp,  Longstreet  and 
Hill  were  without  the  expected  support.  The  superiority  of  num 
ber^  and  advantage  of  position  were  on  the  side  of  the  enemy.  The 
battle  raged  furiously  until  nine,  P.  M.  By  that  time  the  Ihemy  had 
been  driven  with  great  slaughter  from  every  position  but  one,  which 
he  maintained  until  he  was  enabled  to  withdraw  under  cover  of  dark 
ness.  At  the  close  of  the  struggle,  nearly  the  entire  field  remained 
in  our  possession,  covered  with  the  enemy's  dead  and  wounded. 
Many  prisoners,  including  a  general  of  division,  were  captured,  and 
several  batteries,  with  some  thousands  of  small  arms  taken.  Could 
the  other  commands  have  co-operated  in  the  action,  tha  result  would 
have  proved  most  disastrous  to  the  enemy.  After  the  engagement, 
Magruder  was  recalled  to  relieve  the  troops  of  Longstf eet  and 
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Hi§  men,  much  fatigued  by  their  long,  hot  march,  arrived  during  the 
night. 

BATTLE  OF  MALVERN  HILL. 

Early  on  the  1st  of  July,  Jackson  reached  the  battle  field  of  the 
previous  day,  having  succeeded  in  crossing  Whfrte  Oak  swamp,  where 
be  captured  a  part  of  the  enemy's  artillery  and  a  number  ot  prisoners. 
He  was  directed  to  continue  the  pursuit  down  the  Willis  church  road, 
and  soon  found  the  enemy  "occupying  a  high  range,  extending  obliquely 
across  the  road,  in  front  of  Malvern  Hill.  On  this  position,  of  great 
natural  strength,  he  had  concentrated  his  powerful  artillery,  supported 
by  masses  of  infantry,  partially  protected  by  earthworks.  His  left 
rested  near  Crew's  house,  and  his  right  near  Binford's.  Immediately 
in  his  front  the  ground  was  open,  varying  in  width  from  a  quarter  to 
half  a  mile,  and  sloping  gradually  from  the  crest,  was  completely 
swept  by  the  fire  of  his  infantry  and  artillery.  To  reach  this  open 
ground,  our  troops  had  to  advance  through  a  broken  and  thickly 
wooded  country,  traversed,  nearly  throughout  its  whole  extent,  by  a 
swamp  passable  at  but  few  places,  and  difficult  at  those.  The  whole 
was  within  range  of  the  batteries  on  the  heights,  and  the  gunboats  in 
the  river,  under  whose  incessant  fire,  our  movements  had  to  be  exe 
cuted.  Jackson  formed  his  line  with  Whiting's  division  on  his  left 
and  D.  H.  Hill's  on  his  right,  one  of  EwelPs  brigades  occupying  the 
interval.  The  rest  of  EwelPs,  and  Jackson's  own  division  were 
held  in  reserve.  Magruder  was  directed  to  take  position  on  Jackson's 
right,  but  before  his  arrival,  two  of  Huger's  brigades  came  up  and 
were  placed  next  to  Hill.  Magruder  subsequently  formed  on  the 
right  of  these  brigades,  which,  with  a  third  ot  Huger's,  were  placed 
under  his  command.  Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill  were  held  in  reserve, 
and  took  no  part  in  the  engagement.  Owing  to  ignorance  of  the 
country,  the  dense  forests  impeding  necessary  communications,  and 
the  extreme  difficulty  of  the  ground,  the  whole  line  was  not  formed 
until  a  late  'hour  in  the  afternoon.  The  obstacles  presented  by  the 
woods  and  swamp  made  it  impracticable  to  bring  up  a  sufficient  amount 
of  artillery  to  oppose  successfully,  the  extraordinary  force  of  that 
arm  employed  by  the  enemy,  while  the  field  itself  afforded  us  few 
positions  favorable  for  its  use,  and  none  for  its  proper  concentration. 

Orders  were  issued  for  a  general  advance  at  a  given  signal,  but  the 
causes  referred  to  prevented  a  proper  concert  of  action  among  tne 
troops.  D.  H.  Hill  pressed  forward  across  .the  open  field,  and  engaged 
the  enemy  gallantly,  breaking  and  driving  back  his  first  line,  but 
a  simultaneous  advance  of  the  other  troops  not  taking  place,  he  found 
himself  unable  to  maintain  the  ground  he  had  gained  against  the  over 
whelming  numbers  and  numerous  batteries  of  the  enemy.  Jackson 
sent  to  his  support  his  own  division  and  that  part  oi  Ewell's  which 
was  in  reserve,  but  owing  to  the  increasing  darkness  and  intricacy  of 
the  -forest  and  swamp,  they  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  render  the  desired 
assistance.  HiTl  was  therefore  compelled  to  abandon  part  of  the 
ground  he  had  gained,  after  suffering  severe  loss,  and  inflicting  heavy 
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damage  upon  the  enemy.  On  the  right,  the  attack  was  gallantly  made 
by  Huger's  and  Magruder's  commands  Two  brigades  of  the  former 
commenced  the  action,  the  other  two  were  subsequently  sent  to  the 
support  of  Magruder  and  Hill.  Several  determined  efforts  were  made 
to  storm  the  "hill  at  Crew's  house.  The  brigades  advanced  bravely 
across  the  open  field,  raked  by  the  fire  of  a  hundred  cannon,  and  the 
musketry  of  large  bodies  of  infantry.  Some  were  broken  and  gave 
way,  others  approached  close  to  the  guns,  driving  back  the  infantry, 
compelling  the  advanced  batteries  to  retire .  to  escape  capture,  and 
mingling  their  dead  with  those  of  the  enemy.  For  want  of  concert 
among  the  attacking  columns,  their  assaults  were  too  weak,  to  break 
the  Federal  line,  and,  after  struggling  gallantly,  sustaining  and  in 
flicting  great  loss,  they  were  compelled  successively  to  retire.  Night 
was  approaching  when  the  attack  began,  and  it  soon  became  difficult 
to  distinguish  friend  from  foe.  The  firing  continued  until  after  nine 
P.  M.,  but  no  decided  result  was  gained.  Part  of  the  troops  were 
withdrawn  to  their  original  positions,  others  remained  on  the  open 
field,  and  some  rested  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  batteries  that 
had  been  so  bravely  but'vainly  assailed  The  general  conduct  of  the 
troops  was  excellent ;  in  some  instances  heroic.  The  lateness  of  the 
hour  at  which  the  attack  necessarily  began,  gave  the  enemy  the  full 
advantage  of  his  superior  position  and  augmented .  the  natural  diffi 
culties  of  our  own. 

After  seizing  the  York  River  railroad  on   the   38th   of  June,  and 
driving  the  enemy  across  the  Chickahominy,  as  already  narrated,  the 
cavalry  under  General  Stuart  proceeded  dow'n  the  railroad  to  ascertain 
if  there  was  any  movement  of  the*  enemy  in  that  direction.     He  en 
countered  but  little  opposition,  and  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  White 
House  on  the  29th.     On  his  approach,  the  enemy  destroyed  the  greater 
part  of  the  immense  stores  accumulated  at  that  depot,  and  retreated 
towards  Fortress  Monroe.     "With  one  gun. and  some  dismounted  men 
General  Stuart  drove  off  a  gunboat,  which  lay  near  the  White  House, 
and  rescued  a  large  amount  of  property,   including  more  than  ten 
thousand  stand  of  small  arms,  partially  burned.  Leaving  one  squadron 
at  the  White  House,  in  compliance  with  his  orders,  jje  returned  to 
guard  the  lower  bridges  of  the  Chickahominy.     On  the  30th,  he  was 
directed  to  recross  and  co-operate  with  General  Jackson.  After  a  long 
march,  he  reached  the  rear  of  the  enemy  at  Malvern  Hill,  on  the  night 
of  the  1  st  of  July,  at  the  close  of  the  engagement.  On  the  2d  of  July, 
it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  had   withdrawn   during   the   nightx 
leaving  the  ground  covered  with  his  dead  and  wounded,  and  his  route 
exhibiting  abundant  evidence  of  precipitate  retreat.     The  pursuit  was 
commenced,  General  Stuart  with  his  cavalry  in  the  advance,  but  a 
violent  storm,  which  prevailed  throughout  the  day,*  greatly  retarded 
our  progress.     The  enemy,  harassed  and  closely  followed  by  the  cav 
alry,  succeeded  in  gaining 'Westover,  on  James  river,  and  the  protec 
tion  of  his  gunboats.     He  immediately  began  to  fortify  his  position, 
which  was  one  of  great  natural  strength,  flanked  on  each  side  by  .ft 
creek,  and  the  approach  to  his  front  commanded  by  the  heavy  guni  of 
his  shipping  in  addition  to  those  mounted  in  his  entrenchments.    It 
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was  deemed  inexpedient  to  attack  him,  and  in  view  of  the  condition 
of  our  troops,  who  had  been  marching  and  fighting  almost  incessantly 
for  seven  days,  under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  it  was  deter 
mined  to  withdraw,  in  order  to  afford  them  the  repose,  'of  which  they 
stood  so  much  in  need-.  Several  days  were  spent  in  collecting  arms 
and  other  property,  abandoned  by  the  enemj,  and  in  the  meantime 
some  artillery  and  cavalry  were  sent  below  Westover  to  annoy  his 
transports.  On  the  8th  of  July,  the  army  returned  to  the  vicinity 
of  Richmond. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  the  Federal  army  should  have  been 
destroyed.     Its  escape  was  due  to  the  causes  already  stated.     Promi 
nent  among  these  is  the  want  of  correct  and  timely  information.  This 
fact,  attributable  chiefly  fo  the   character    of  the   country,  enabled 
General  McClellan  skillfully  to  conceal   his   retreat,  and  to  add  much 
to  the  obstructions  with  which  nature  had  beset'the  way  of  our  pur 
suing  columns.     But  regret  that  more  was   not  accomplished,  gives 
way  to  gratitude  to  the   Sovereign  Ruler  of  the  Universe  for  the  re 
sults  achieved.     The  siege  of  Richmond  was  raised,  and  the  object  of 
a  campaign,  which  had  been  prosecuted,  after  months  of  preparation, 
at  an  enormous  expenditure  of  men  and  money,  completely  frustrated. 
More  than  ten  thousand   prisoners,    including    officers  of  rank,  fifty- 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  upwards  of  thirty-five  thousand  stand  of 
small  arms  were  captured.     The  stores  and  supplies  of  every  descrip 
tion,  which  fell  into-  our  hands,  were  great  in   amount  and  value,  but 
small  in  comparison  with  those  destroyed  by  the  enemy.     His  losses, 
in  battle  exceeded  our  own,  as  attested  by  the  thousands  of  dead  and 
wounded  left  on  every  field,  while  his   subsequent  inaction  shows  in 
what  condition  the  survivors    reached    the    protection    to  which  they 
fled.     The  accompanying  tables  contain  the  lists  of  our  casualties'  in 
the  series  of  engagements.     Among  the   dead   will   be  found  many 
whose  names  will  ever  be    associated  with    the  great  events  in  which 
they  all  bore  so  honorable  a  part.     For  these,  as  well  as  for  the  names 
of  their  no  lej*  distinguished    surviving  comrades,    who    earned  for 
themselves  thu  high  honor  of  special  commendation,  where  all  so  well 
discharged   their    duty,    reference    must   necessarily  be  ma.de  to  the 
accompanying  reports.     But  I  cannot  forbear  expressing  my  admira-^ 
tion  of  the  noble  .qualities  diplayed,  with    rare  exceptions,  by  officers 
and  men,  under  circumstances *\v inch  demanded  the  exercise  of  every 
soldierly  virtue.     To  the  officeis  commanding  divisions  and  brigades 
belongs  the  credit  for  the  management  of  their  troops  in  action.   The 
extent  of  the  fields   of  battle,    the   nature  of  the   ground,    and  the 
denseness    of    the   forests,  rendered   more  than    general    directions 
impracticable.     To  the  officers  of  my  staff,  I  am  indebted  for  constant 
aid  during  the  entire  period.     Colonels    Chilton   and.  Long,    Majors 
Taylor,  Venable,  Talcott,  and   Marshall,. and    Captain    Mason,   were 
continuously  with  me  in  the  field.     General  Pendleton,  Chief  of  Ar 
tillery  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Corley,  Chief  Quartermaster ;  Lieuten 
ant  Colonel  Cole,  Chief  Commissary;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Alexander, 
Chief  of  Ordnance ;  Surgeon  Guild,  Medical  Director ;  Colonel  Lay 
and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Harvie,  Inspectors  General,  and  Lieutenant 
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Colonel  Stevens,  Chief  Engineer,  "attended  unceasingly  to  their  sev- 
eral  departments.  To  the  whole  medical  corps  of  the  army,  I  return 
my  thanks  for  the  care  and  attention  bestowed  on  the  wounded. 

OPERATIONS    OF  THE  ARMY,  FROM  RICHMOND,  TO  AND  INCLUDING  THE 
•  BATTLE  OF  CEDAR  RUN. 

After  the  retreat  of  General  McCiellan.  to  Westover,  his  army  re 
mained  inactive  for  about  a  month.  His  front  was  '  closely  watched- 
by  a  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  preparations  made  to  resist  a  renewal 
of  his  attempt  upon  Richmond  from  his  new  base. 

In  the  meantime,  another  Federal  army,  under  Major  General  Pope, 
advanced  southward  from  Washington,  and  crossed  the  Rappahan- 
nock,  as  if  to  seize  Gordonsville  and  move  thence  upon  Richmond. 

The  enemy  also  appeared  in  force  at  Frederick sburg  and  threatened 
the  railroad  from  Gordonsville  to  Richmond,  apparently  for  the  pur 
pose  of  co-operating  with  the  movements  of  General  Pope. 

To  meet  the  advance  «of  the  latter,  and  restrain,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  atrocities  which  he  threatened  to  perpetrate  upon  our  defenceless 
citizens,  General  Jackson,  with  his  own  and  Ewell's  division,  was 
ordered  to  proceed  towards  Gordonsville,  on  the  13th  of  July.  Upon 
reaching  that  vicinity  he  ascertained  that  the  force  under  General 
Pope  was  superior  to  his  own,  but  the  uncertainty  that  then  sur 
rounded  the  designs  of  General  McCiellan,  rendered  it  inexpedient 
to  reinforce  him  from  the  army  at  Richmond.  He  was  directed  to 
observe  the  enemy's  movements  closely,  to  avail  himself  of  any  oppor 
tunity  to  attack  that  might  arise,  and  assistance  was  promised  should 
the  progress  of  Generall  Pope  put  it  in  our  power  to  strike  an  effec 
tual,  blow  without  withdrawing  the  troops  too  long  from  the  defence  of 
the  capital. 

The  enemy  at  Westover  continuing  to  manifest  no  intention  of 
resuming  active  operations,  and  General  Pope's-  advance  having 
reached  the  Rapidan,  General  A.  P.  Hill,  with  his  division,  was  or 
dered  on  the  27th  of  July  to  join  General  Jackson.  At  the  same 
time,  in  order  to  keep  McCiellan  stationary,  or,  if  possible,  to  cause 
him  to  withdraw,  .General  D.  H.  Hill,  commanding  south  of  James 
river,  was  directed  to  threaten  his  communications,  by  seizing  favor-  • 
able  positions'below  Westover,  from  which  to  attack  the  transports 
in  the  river.  That  officer  selected  Coggin's  Point,  opposite  Westover, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  expedition  was,  committed  to  Brigadier  Gene 
ral  French. 

On  the  night  of  the  31st,  General  French,  accompanied  by  Briga 
dier  General  Pendleton,  Chief  of  Artillery,  placed  forty-three  guns 
in  position  within  range  of  the  enemy's  shipping  in  the  river,  and  of 
the  camps  on  the  north  side,  upon  both  of  which  fire  was  opened, 
causing  consternation,  and  inflicting  serious  damage.  The  guns  were 
withdrawn  before  daybreak,  with  the  loss  of  one  killed  and  two 
wounded  by  the  gunboats  and  batteries  of  the  enemy.  This  attack 
caused  General  McCiellan  to  send  a  strong  force  to  the  south  bank  of 
the  river,  which  entrenched  itself  on  Coggin's  Point. 
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Jn  the  latter  part  of  July,  the  enemy's  cavalry  from  Fredericksburg 
attempted  to  <;ut  Jackson's  communications  by  destroying  the  Central 
railroad  at  Beaver  Dain.  This  force  did  no  serious  damage  ;  but  to 
prevent  the  repetition  of  the  attempt,  and  to  ascertain  the  strength 
and  designs  of  the  enemy,  General  Stuart  was  directed  to  proceed 
from  Hanover  Court  House,  where  he  was  posted,  towards  Freder- 
icksburg..  His  progress  was  delayed  by  *high  wate"r  until  the  4th 
August,  when  he  advanced,  with  Fitzhugh  Lee's  brigade  and  the 
Stuart  horse  artillery,  upon  Port  Royal.  Arriving  at  that  place  on 
the  5th,  without  opposition,  he  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Freder- 
icksburg,  and  the  next  day  came  into  the  Telegraph  road  at  Massa- 
ponax  church,  just  after  two  brigades  of  the  enemy  had  passed  that 
point  on  the  way  to  the  Central  railroad.  His  vigorous  attack  caused 
the  expedition  to  return  in. haste  to  Fredericksburg,-  and  General 
Stuart  retired  with  the  loss  of  only  two  men,  bringing,  off  eighty -five 
prisoners  and  a  number  of  horses,  wagons  and  arms.  No  further 
attempt  was  made  upon  the  railroad. 

On  the  5th  August,  our  cavalry  reported  that  the  enemy  had  ad 
vanced  in  large  force  from  Westover  to  M&lvern  Hill,  and  the  next 
day  the  divisions  of  Generals  Longstreet  and  McLaws,  and  that  com 
manded  by  General  Ripley,  were  moved  down  to  the  Long  Bridge 
road.  The  enemy  was  found  occupying  the  ground  on  which  the 
motion  of  July  1st  was  fought,  and  seemed  ready  to  deliver  battle  in 
as  great  force  as  on  that  day.  McLaws'  and  Ripley's  divisions,  rein 
forced  by  D.  R.  Jones'  division,  formed  our  left,  Longstreet  the  right. 
The  heat  was  intense,  and  the  progress  of  the  troops,  necessarily 
slow.  Before  tjie  road  was  cleared  of  the  enemy's  pickets  and  the 
line  of  battle  disclosed,  the  sun  had  almost  set.  Orders  were  given 
for  our  lift  wing  to  advance  to  Willis'  church,  threatening  the  com 
munication  with  Westover  by  extending  well  to  the  left,  while  two 
brigades  of  Longstreet's  division  were  directed  to  advance  upon  Mal- 
vern  Hill  arid  drive  in  the  enemy  on  Curl's  IJeck.  The  latter 
operation  was  handsomely  executed  by  General  Evans,  with  his  own 
and  Cobb's  brigade,  forcing  the  enemy  back  to  his  guns  on  Malvern 
Hill.  The  next  morning,  upon  advancing,  it  was  found  that  he  had 
withdrawn  during  the  night  nnd  retired  to  Westover.  Our  pickets 
were  re-established  and  the  troops  returned  to  their  former  positions. 

This  expedition,  which -was  the  last  undertaken  .  by  General 
McClellan  on  James  river,  wa*  attended  with  small  loss  on  either 
•ide.  General  Hampton,  with  his  brigade  of  cavalry,  kept  the  enemy 
closely  confined  within  his  lines  until  his  final  withdrawal. 

BATTLE  OF  CSDAR  RUN. 

While  the  main  body  of  the  army  awaited  the  development  of 
McClellan's  intentions,  General  Jackson,  reinforced  by  A.  P.  Hill, 
determined  to  assume  the  offensive  against  General  Pope,  whose  army, 
Btill  superior  in  numbers,  lay  north  of  the  Rapidan. 

On  the  2nd  August,  Colonel,  now  Brigadier  General,  W.  E.  Jones, 
the  seventh  Virginia  cavalry,  of  Robertson's  brigade,  wag  sent  to 
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take  charge  x>f  the  outposts  on  the  Rapidan.  Arriving  near  Orange 
Court  House  he  found  it  occupied  by  a  large  cavalry  force,  which,  by 
a  bold  and  vigorous  charge,  he  drove  from  the  town.  The  enemy 
rallied,  and  Colonel  Jones  was,  in  turn,  compelled  to 'fall  back  before 
superior  numbers  to  the  place  wher^'  'the  engagement  began.  The. 
enemy  soon  after  withdrew. 

Learning  that  onlj  a  portion  of  General  Rope's  army  was  at  Ciil- 
peper  Court  House,  General  Jackson  resolved  to  attack  it  before  the 
arrival  of  the  remainder,  and,  on  the  7th  August,  moved  from  Gor 
dons  ville  for  that  purpose.  The  next  day  the  Federal  cavalry  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Rapidan  was  driven  back  by  General  Robertson, 
and  on  the  Oth,  Jackson's  command  arrived  within  eight  miles  of  Cul- 
peper  Court  House,  when  the  enemy  was  found  near  Cedar  Run,  a 
short  distance  northwest  of  Slaughter's  mountain.  Early 'd  brigade, 
of  Ewell's  division,  was  thrown  forward  on  the  road  to  Gulpeper 
Court  House.  The  remaining  two  brigades,  those  of  Trimble  and 
Hays,  t£e  latter  under  ColonjjJ  Forno,  diverging  to  the  right,  took 
position  on  th-e  western  slope  of  Slaughter's  mountain.  Jackson's 
own  division,  under  Brigadier  General  Winder,  was  placed  on  the  left 
of  the  road — .Campbell's  brigade,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Garriett.com- 
manding,  Ueing  on  the  left;  Taliaferro's  parallel  to  the  road, 
supporting  the  batterie-s,  and  Binder's  own  brigade,  under  Colonel 
Roland,  in  reserve  Lawton's  brigade,  having  been  detached  by 
General  Jackson  to  guard  the  train,  was  prevented  from  taking  part 
in  the  engagement..  The  battle  opened  with  a  fierce  fire  of  artillery, 
which  continued>:f6r  about  two  hours,  during  which,  Brigadier  General 
Charles  S.  Winder,  while  directing  the  movements  of  his  .batteries, 
received  a  wound,  from  the 'effects  of  which  he  expired  in  a  few  hours. 

I  can  add  nothing  to  the  well-deserved  tribute  paid*  to  the  courage, 
capacity,  and  conspicuous  merit  of  this  lamented  officer  ^jby  General 
Jackson,  in  whose  brilliant  campaign  in  the  Valley  and  on  the  Chick- 
ahominy  he  bore  a  distinguished  part. 

The  enemy's  infantry  advanced  about  five  o'clock,  P\  M.,  and 
attacked-  General  Early  in  front,  while  another  body,  concealed  by 
the  inequality  of  the  ground,  moved  upon  his  right.  'Thomas'  brigade, 
of  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  which  had  now  arrived,  was  sent  to  his  sup 
port,  and  the  contest  soon  became  animated. 

In  the  meantime,  the  main  body  of  the  Federal  infantry,  under 
cover  of  a  wood,  and  the  undulations  of  the  field,  gained  the  left  of 
'Jackso'n's  division,  now  commanded  by  Brigadier  Gen.  Taliaferro,  and 
poured  a  destructive  fire  into  its  flank  and  rear.  Campbell's  brigade 
fell  back  in  confusion,  exposing  the  flank  of  Taliaferro's,  which  also 
gave  way,  as  did  the  left  of  Early's.  The  rest  of  his  brigade,  how 
ever,  firmly  held  its  ground.  • 

Winder's  brigade;  with  Branch's,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  on  its 
right,  advanced  promptly  to  the  support  of  Jackson's  division,  and 
after  a  sanguinary  struggle,  the  enemy  was  repulsed  with  loss. 
Pender's  and  Archer's  brigades,  also  of  Hill's  division,  came  up  on 
the  left  of  Winder's,  and,  by  a  general  charge, 'the  enemy  was  driven 
back  in  confusion,  leaving  .the  ground  covered  with  his  dead  and 
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wounded.  General  Ewell,  with  the  two  brigades  on  the  extreme  righty 
had  been  prevented  from  advancing  by  the  fire  of  our  own  artillery 
which  swept  his  approach  to  the  enemy's  left.  Ths  obstacle  being  now 
removed,  he  pressed  forward,  under  a  hot  fire,  and  came  gallantly  into 
action.  Repulsed  and  vigorously  followed  on  our  left  and  centre,  and 
now  hotly  pressed  on  our  right,  the  enemy  gave  way,  and  his  whole  line 
was  soon  in  full  retreat.  Night  had  now  set  in,  but  General  Jackson 
desiring  to  enter  Culpeper  Court  House  before  morning,  'determined 
to  pursue.  Hill's  division  led  the  advance  ;  but,  owing  to  the  darkness, 
it  was  compelled  to  move  slowly  and  with  caution. 

The  enemy  was  found  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  rear  of  the  field 
of  battle,  aivd  information  was  received  that  reinforcements  had 'ar 
rived.  General  Jackson  thereupon  halted  for  the  night,  and  the  next 
day  becotming  satisfied  that  the  enemy's  strength  had  been  so  largely 
increased  as  to  render  a  further  advance  on  his  part  imprudent,  he 
sent  his  wounded  to  the  re^r.,  and  proceeded  to  bury  the  dead  and  col 
lect  the  arms  from  the  battle-field.  *\  , 

On  the  1 !  th,  the  enemy  asked  and  Teceived  permission  to  bury 
those  of  his  dead  not  already  interred.  General  Jackson  remained  in 
position  during  the  day,  and  at  night  returned  to  the  vicinity  of  Gor- 
donsville. 

In  this  engagement,  four  hundred  prisoners,  including  a  brigadier 
general,  were  captured,  and  five  thousand  three  hundred  stand  of 
small  arms,  one  piece  of  artillery,  several  caissons,  and  three  colors 
fell  into  our  hands. 

Our  casualties  will  appear  from  the  report  of  the  medical  director 

For  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  action,  reference  must  be  made 
to  the  clear  account  of  General  Jackson,  herewith  transmitted,  and 
the  accompanying  reports  of  his  officers. 

The  conduct  of  his  troops  is  commended  in  terms  of  well  deserved 
praise,  by  their  distinguished  leader,  and  the  success  achieved  was 
worthy  of  the  skillful  management,  and  bold  and  vigorous  execution 
of  the  entije  enterprise. 

CAMPAIGN  IN  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA,  FROM  THE  BATTLE  OF  CEDAR  RUN 
TO  THE    BATTLE  OF   Ox  HILL,  INCLUSIVE. 

The  victory  at  Cedar  Run  effectually  checked  the  progress  of  the 
enemy  for  the  time  ;  but  it  soon  became  apparent  that  his  army  was 
being  largely  increased.  The  corps  of  Major  General  Burnside^  from 
North  Carolina,  which  had  reached  Fre'dericksburg,  was  reported  to 
>have  moved  up  the  Rappahannock,  a  few  days  after  the  battle,  to  unite 
with  General  Pope,  and  a  part  of  General  McClellan's  army  was  be 
lieved  to  have  left  Westover  for  the  same  purpose.  It  therefore 
seemed  that  active  operations  on  the  James  were  no  longer  contem 
plated,  and  that  the  most  effectual  way  to  relieve  Richmond  from  any 
danger  of  attack  from  that  quarter,  would  be  to  reinforce  General 
Jackson,  and  advance  upon  General  Pope.  Accordingly,  on  the  13th 
August,  Major  G.eneral  Longstreet,  with  his  division,  and  two  bri 
gades,  under  General  Hoofl,  were  ordered  .to  proceed  to  Gordonsville. 
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At  the.  same  time,  General  Stuart  was  directed  to  move  with  the  main 
body  of  bis  cavalry  to  that  point,  leaving  a.  sufficient  force  to  observe 
the  enemy  still  remaining  in  Fredericksburg,  and  to  guard  the  rail 
road.  General  R.  II.  Anderson  was  also  directed  to  leave  his  posi 
tion  on  Barnes  river,  and  follow  Longstreet.  On  the  16th,  the  troops 
began  to  move  from  the  vicinity  of  Gordonsville  towards  the  Rapidan, 
on  the  north  side  of  which,  extending  along  the  Orange  and  Alexan 
dria  railroad,  in  the  direction  of  Culpeper  Court  House,  the  Federal 
army  lay  in  great  force.  It  was  determined,  with  the  cavalry,  to  de 
stroy  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Rappahannock  in  rear  of  the  enemy, 
while  Longstreet  and  Jackson  crossed  the  Rapidan  and  attacked  his 
left  flank.  The  movement  so  explained  in  the  accompanying  order, 
was  appointed  for  the  18th  August ;  but  the  necessary  preparations 
not  having  been  completed,  its  execution  was  postponed  to  the  20th. 
In- the  interval,  the  enemy  being  apprised  of  our  design,  hastily  re 
treated  beyond  the  Rappahannock.  General  Longstreet  crossed  the 
Rapidan  at  Raccoon  ford,  and,  preceded  by  Fitzhugh  Lee's  cavalry 
brigade,  arrived  early  in  the  afternoon  near  Kelley's  ford,  on  the  Rap 
pahannock,  where  Lee  had  a  sharp  and  successful  skirmish  with  the 
rear  guard  of  the  enemy,  who  held  the  north  side  of  the  river  in  strong 
force.  Jackson  passed  the  Rapidan  at  Somerville  ford,  and  moved 
towards  Brandy  Station,  Robertson's  brigade  of  cavalry,  accompanied' 
by  General  Stuart  in  person,  leading  the  advance.  Near  Brandy  Sta 
tion,  a  large  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  encountered,  which  was 
gallantly  attacked  and  driven  across  the  Rappahannock  by  Robertson's 
command!  Ge»eral  Jackson  halted  for  the  night,  near  Stevensburg, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  2 1st,  "moved  upon  Beverly's  ford  on  the 
Rappahannock,  -The  fifth  Virginia  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Rosser, 
was  sent  forward  by  General  Stuart  to  seize  the  north  bank  of  the 
river  at  this  point,  and  gallantly  accomplished  the  object,  capturing  a 
number  of  prisoners  and  arms.  General  Stuart  subsequently  arrived,, 
and  be4ng  furnished  by  General  Jackson  with  a  section  of  artillery,, 
maintained  his  position  for  several  hours,  skirmishing  warmly  with 
the  enemy.  General  Robertson,  who  had  crossed  the  river  above 
Beverly's  ford,  reported  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  in  large  force 
upon  the  position  held  by  General  Stuart,  and  as  it  had  been  deter-- 
mined,  in  the  meantime,  not  to  attempt  the  passage  of  the  river  at 
that  point  with  the  army,  that  officer  withdrew  to  ihe  seutn  side.  The 
enemy  soon  afterwards  appeared  in  great  strength  on  the  opposite 
bank,  and  an  animated  fire  was  kept  up  during  the  rest  of  the  day 
between  his  artillery  and  the  batteries  attached  to  Jackson's  leading 
division,  under  Brigadier  General  Taliaferro. 

As  our  positions  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Rappahannock  were  com*~ 
manded'  by  those  of  the  enemy,  who  guarded  all  the  fords,  it  was  deter 
mined  t&  seek  a  more  favorable  place  to  cross,  higher  up   the  river,,, 
and  thus  gain  the  enemy's  right.     Accordingly,   General  Longstreet 
was  directed  to  leave  Kelley's  ford  on  the  2 1st,  and  take  the  position 
'in  front   of  the   enemy   in  the  vicinity  of  Beverly's   ford   and  the 
Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad  bridge,  then  held  by  Jackson,  in  order 
to  mask  the  movement  of  the  latter,  who  was  instructed  to  ascend  the 
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river.  On  the  22d,  Jackson  crossed  Hazel  river  at  Wellford's  mill, 
and  proceeded  up.  the  Rappahannock,  leaving  Trimble's  brigade  near 
Freeiran's  ford  to  protect  his  trains.  In  the  afternoon,  Longstreet 
sent  General  Hood  with  his  own  and  Whiting's  brigade,  under  Colonel 
Law,  to  relieve  Trimble.  Hood  had  just  reached  the  positiqn,  when 
he  and  Trimble  were  attacked  by  a  considerable  force  which  had- 
crossed  at  Freeman's  ford.  After  a  short  but  spirited  engagement, 
the  enemy  was  driven  precipitately  over  the  river  with  heavy  loss. 
General  Jackson  arrived  at  the  Warrenton^  Springs  ford  in  the  after 
noon,  and  immediately  began  to  cress  his  troops  to  the  north  side, 
occupying  the  springs  and  the  adjacent  heights.  He  was  interrupted 
by  a  heavy  fain,  which  caused  the  ri\fer  to  rise  so  rapidly  that  the 
ford  soon  became  impassable  for  infantry  and  artillery.  Under  these 
circumstances,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  withdraw  the  troops  who 
had  reached  the  opposite  side,  and  they  recrossed  during  the  night  of 
the  23d,  on  a  temporary  bridge  constructed 'for  the  purpose.  Gene 
ral  Stuart,  who  had  been  directed  to  cut  the  railroad  in  rear  of  Gen 
eral  Pope's  army,  crossed  the  Rappahannock  on  the  morning  of  the 
22d,  about  six  miles  above  the  Springs*  with  parts  of  Lee's  antf  Rob 
ertson's  brigades.  Passing  through  Warrenton,  he  reached  Catlett's 
Station  at  night,  but  was  prevented  from  destroying  the  railroad  bridge 
at  that  point,  by  the  same  storm  that  had  arrested  Jackson's  move 
ments.  He  captured  more  than  three  hundred  prisoners, including  a 
number  of  officers.  Becoming  apprehensive  of  the  effect  of  the  rain 
upon  the  streams  which  separated  him  from  the  main  body  f^f  the  army, 
he  retired,  after  firing  the  enemy's  .camp,  and  recrossed  the  Ruppa- 
hannock  at  Warrenton  Springs.  On  the  23d,  General  Longstreet  di 
rected  Colonel  Walton,  with  part  of  the  Washington  Artillery  and 
other  batteiies  of  his  command,  'to  drive  back  .a  force  of  the  enemy 
that  had  crossed  to  the  south  bank  of  the  Rappahannock,  near  the 
railroad  bridge,  upon  the  withdrawal  of  General  Jackson  on  the  pre 
vious  day.  Fire  was  opened  about  sunrise,  and  continued  with  great 
vigor  for  several  hours,  the  enemy  being  compelled  to  withdraw  with 
loss.  Some  of  the  batteries  of  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee's  battalion  were 
ordered  to  aid  those  of  Colonel  Walton,  and,  under  their  united  fire, 
the  enemy  was  forced  to  abandon  his  position  on  t^e  north  side  of  the 
river,  burning,  in  h;s  retreat,  the  railroad  bridge  and  the  neighbor 
ing  dwellings.  The  rise  of  the  river  rendering  the  lower  fords  im 
passable,  enabled  the  enemy  to  concentrate  his  main,  body  opposite 
General  Jackson,  and,  on  the  24th,  Longstreet  was  ordered  to  pro 
ceed  to  his  support.  Although  retarded  by  the  swollen  condition  of 
Hazel  river  and  othe'r  tributaries  of  the  Rappahannock,  he  reached 
Jeffersonton  in  the  afternoon.  General  Jackson's  command  lay 
between  that  place  and  the  Springs  ford,  and  a  warm  cannonade  was 
progressing  between  the  batteries  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division  and 
those  of  the  enemy.  The  enemy  was  massed  between  Warrenton  and 
the  Springs,  and  guarded  the  fords  of  the  Rappahannock  as:  far  above 
as  Waterloo.  The  army  of  General  McGlellan  had  left  Westover. 
Part  of  which  had  already  marched  to  join  General  Pope,  and  it  was 
reported  that  the  rest  would  soon  follow.  The  captured  correspon- 


of  General  Pope  confirmed  this  information,  and  also  disclosed 
the  fact  that  the  greater  part  of  the  army  of  General  Cox  had  been 
withdrawn  from  the  Kanawha  valley  for  the ''same  purpose.  Two  bri 
gades  of  D.  H.  Hill's  division,  under  General  Ripley,  had,  already 
been  ordered  from  Richmond,  and  .the  remainder,  under  D.  IJ.  Hill,  in 
person,  with  the  division  of  General  McLaws,  two  brigades  under 
General  Walker,  and  Hampton's  cavalry  brigade,  were  now  directed 
so  join  this  army,  and  were  approaching.  In  pursuance  of  the  plan 
of  operations  determined  upon,  Jackson  was  directed,  on  the  25th,  to 
cross  above  Waterloo,  and  move  around  the  enemy's  rigjit,  so  as  to 
strike  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad  in  his  rear.  Locgstreet, 
in  the  meantime,  was  to  divert  his  attention,  by  threatening  him  in 
front,  and  to  follow  Jackson  as  soon  as. .the ; latter  should  be  sufficiently 
advanced. 

••  BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS. 

General  Jackson  crossed  the  Rappahannock  at  Hinson's  mill,  about 
four  miles  above  Waterloo,  and  passing  through  Orlean,  encamped, 
on  the  night  of  the  2oth,  near  Salem,  afte%  a  long  and  fatiguing 
march.  The  next  morning,  continuing  his  route  with  his  accustomed 
vigor  and  celerfcy,  he  passed  the  Bull  Run  mountains  at  Thorough 
fare  Gap,  and  proceeding  by  way  of  Gainesville,  reached  the  railroad, 
at  Bristoe  Station,  aftcTr  sunset.  At  Gainesville,  he  was  joined  by 
General  Stuart,  with  the  brigades  of  Robertson  and  Fitzhugh  Lee,  who 
continued  with  him  during  the  rest  of  his  operations,  vigilantly  and 
effectually  guarding  both  his  flanks. 

General  Jackson  was  now  between  the  largjfe  army  of  Gfeneral  Pope 
and  the  Federal  capital.  Thus  far  no  considerable  force  of  the  enemy 
had  Been  been  encountered,  and  he  did  not  appear  to  be  aware  of  his 
situation.  Upon  arriving  at  Bristoe,  the  greater  part  of  the  guard  at 
that  point  fled;  two  trains  of  cars,  coming  from  the  direction  of 
Warrenton,  were  captured,  and  a  few  prisoners  were  taken.  Not 
withstanding  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  long  and  arduous 
march  of  the  day,  General  Jackson  determined  to  lose  no  time  in 
capturing  the  depot  of  the  enemy  at  Manassas  Junction,  about  seven, 
miles  distant,  on  the  road  to  Alexandria.  General  Trimble  volun 
teered  to  proceed  at  once  to  that  place,  with  the  twenty-first  North 
Carolina  and  the  twenty-first  Georgia  regiments.  The  offer  was 
accepted;  and  to  render  success  more  certain,*  General  Jackson 
directed  General  Stuart  to  accompany  the  expedition  with  part  of  his 
cavalry,  and,  as  racking  officer,  to  assume  the  command.  Upon  ar 
riving  near  the  junction,  General  Stuart  sent  Colonel  Wickhaia,  with 
his  regiment,  the  fourth  Virginia  cavalry,  to  get  in  rear.of  the  enerffy, 
who  opened  with  musketry  and  artillery  upon  our  troops  as  they  ap 
proached.  The  darkness  of  the  night,  and  ignorance  cf  the  enemy's 
numbers  and  position,  made  it  necessary  to  move  cautiously  ;  but 
about  midnight  the  place  was  taken,  with  little  difficulty,  those,  that 
defended  it  being  captured  or  dispersed.  Eight  pieces  of  artillery, 
with  their  horses,  ammurikion  and  equipments,  were  taken  ;  more 
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than  three  hundred  prisoners,  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  horses, 
besides  those  belonging  to  the  artillery,  two  hundred  new  tents,  and 
irnmense  quantities  of  commissary  and  quartermaster's  stores  fell  into 
our  hantls. 

General  Jackson  left  Swell's  division,  with  the  fifth  Virginia  cav 
alry,  under  Colonel  Rosser,  at  Bristoe  Station,  and,  with  the  rest  of 
his  command,  proceeded  to  the  junction,  where  he  arrived  early  in 
the  morning.  Soon  afterwards,  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy, 
under  Brigadier  General  Taylor,  approached  from  the  direction 
of  Alexandria,  and  pushed  forward  boldly  to  recapture  the 
stores  that  had  been  lost. '  After  a  sharp  engagement,  the  enemy 
was  "routed  and  driven  -hack,  leaving  his  killed  and  wounded  on  the 
field,  General  Taylor  .himself  being  mortally  wounded  during  the 
pursuit.  The  troops  remained  at  Manassas  Junction  during  the  rest 
of  the  day,  supplying  themselves  -with  everything  they  required  from 
the  captured  stores.  In  the  afternoon,  the  enemy  advanced  upon 
General  Ewell  at  Bristoe,  from  the  direction  of  Warreriton  Junction. 
They  were  attacked  by  three*regiments  and  the  batteries  of  Swell's 
division,  and  two  columns,  of  not  less  than  a  brigade  each,  were 
broken  and  repulsed.  *Cheir  places  were  soon  supplied  by  fresh  troops  ; 
and  it  was  apparent  that  the  Federal  commander  bad  now  become 
aware  of  the  situation  of  affairs,  and  had  turned  upon*General  Jackson 
with  his  whole  force.  In  pursuance  of  instructions  to  that  effect, 
General  Ewell,  upon  perceiving  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  withdrew 
his  command,  part  cf  which  was  at  the  time  engaged,  and  rejoined 
General  Jackson  at  Manassas  Junction,  having  first  destroyed  the 
railroad  bridge  over  Broad  run.  The  enemy  -halted  at  Bristoe. 
General  Jackson's  force  being  much  inferior  to  that  of  General  Pope, 
it  became  necessary  for  him  to  withdraw  from  Manassas,  and  take 
a  position  west  of  tlfe  turnpike  road  from  Warrenton  to  Alexandria, 
where  he  could  more  readily  unite  with  the  approaching  column  of 
Longstreet.  Having  fully  supplied  the  wants  of  his  troops,  he  was 
compelled,  for  want  of  transportation,  to  destroy  the  rest  of  the  cap 
tured  property.  This  was  done  -during  4;he  night  of  the  2?th  ;  and 
fifty  thousand  pounds  of  bacon,  one  thousand  barrels  of  corned  beef, 
two  thousand  barrels  of  salt  pork,  and  two  thousand  barrels  of  flour, 
besides  other  property  of  great  value,  were  btivned. 

Taliaferro's  division  moved,  during  the  night,  by  the  road  to  Sudley,. 
and  crossing  the  turnpike  near  Groveton,  halted  on  the  west  * 
near  the  battle-field*of  July  21,  1861,  where  it  was  joined,  on  the 
28th,  by  the  divisions  of  Hill  and  Ewell.  Peceiving,  diying  the  after 
noon,  that  the  enemy,  approaching  from  the  direction  of  Warrenton, 
was  moving  down  the  turnpike  towards  Alexandria,  thus  exposing  his 
ftft  flank,  General  Jackson,  advanced  to  attack  him.  A  fierce  and 
sanguinary  conflict  ensued,  which  continued  until  about  nine  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  when  the  enemy  slowly  fell  back,  and  left  us  in  possession  of 
the  field.  The  loss  on  both  sides  was  heavy,  and  among  our  wounded 
were  Major  General  Ewell  and  Brigadier  General  T.uliaferro,  the 
former  severely.  The  next  morning,  the  29th,  the  enemy  had  taken 
a  position  to  interpose  his  army  between  General  Jackson  and  Alex- 
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ai&dria,  and  about  ten,  A.  M.,  opened  with  artilleryupon  the  fight  of 
Jacks6n's  line.  The  troops  of  the  latter  were  cftsposed  in  rear  of 
Groveton,  nlong  the  line  of  the  unfinished  branch  of  the  Manassas 
Gap  railroad,  and  extended  from  a  point  *  short  distance  wast  of  the 
turnpike  towards  Sudiey  mill — Jackson's  division,  under  Brigadier^ 
General  Starke,  being  on  the  right,  Ewell's,  under  General  Litwton, 
in  the  centre,  and  A.  P.  Hill  on 'the  left.  The  Federal  army  was 
•evidently  concentrating  upon  Jackson,  with  the  design  of  overwhelm 
ing  him  before  the  arrival  of  Longstreet.  The  latter  officer  left  his 
position,  opposite  Warrenton  Springs,  on  the  26th,  being  relieved  by 
General  R.  H.  Anderson's  division,  and  marched  to  join  Jackson. 
He  crossed  at  Unison's  mill  in  the  afternoon,  and  encamped  near 
Orlean  that  night.  The  next  day  he  reached  the  White  Plains,  his 
jnarch  being  retarded  by  the  want  of  cavalry  to  ascertain  the  meaning 
of  certain  movements  of  the  enemy  from  the  direction  of  Warrenton, 
which  seemed  to  menace  the  right  flank  of  his  column. 

On  the  28th,  arriving  at  Thoroughfare  Gap,  he  found  the  enemy 
prepared  to  dispute  his  progress.  General  D.  R.  Jones'  division 
being  ordered  to  force  the  passage  of  the  mountain,  quickly  dislodged 
the  enemy's  sharpshooters  from  the  trees  and  rocks,  and  advanced  into 
the  gorge.  The  enemy  held  the  eastern  ext'remity  of  the  pass  in  large 
force,  and  directed  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  upon  the  road  leading- 
through  it.  and  upon  the  sides  of  the  mountain.  The  ground  occupie-t 
by  Jcnes  afforded  no  opportunity  for  the  employment  of  artillery. 
Hood,  with  two  brigades,  and  VVilcox,  with  three,  were 'ordered  to 
turn  the  enemy's 'right,  the  former  moving  over  the  mountain  by  a 
narrow  path  to  the  left  of  the  pass,  and  the  latter  further  to  the  north, 
by  Hopewell  Gap.  Before  these  troops  reached  their. destination,  the 
enemy  advanced,  an«d  attacked  Jones'  left,  under  Brigadier  General 
G.  T.  Anderson.  Being  vigorously  repulsed,  he  withdrew  to  his 
position  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  gap,  from  which  he  kept  up  an 
•active  fire  of  artillery  until  dark,  and  then  retreated.  Generals  Jones 
and  Wilcox  bivouacked  that  night  east  of  the  mountain ;  and  on  the 
morning,  of  the  29th,  the  whole  command  resumed  the  march,  the 
sound  of  cannon  at  Manassas  announcing  that  Jackson  was  already 
engaged.  Longstreet  entered  the  turnpike  near  Gainesville,  and 
moving  down  towards  Groveton,  the  head  of  his  column  came  upon 
the  field  in  rear  of  the  enemy's  left,  which  had  already  opened  with 
artillery  upon  Jackson's  right,  as  previously  described.  He  iiiwne- 
diately  placed  some  of  his  batteries  in  position,  but -before  he  could 
complete  his  dispositions  to  attack,  the  enemy  withdrew  ;  not,  how 
ever,  without  loss  from  our  artillery.  Longstreet  took  position  on 
the.  right  of  Jackson,  Hood's  two  brigades,  supported  by  Evans,  be 
ing  deployed  across  the  turnpike,' and  at  right  angles  to  it.  These 
troops  were  supported  on  the  left  by  three  brigades  under  General 
Wilcox,  and  by  a  lijse  force  on  the  right  under  General  Ken^per. 
D.  It.  Jones'  division  formed  the  extreme  right  of  the  line,  resting 
on  the  Manassas  Gap  railroud.  The  cavalry  guarded  our  right  and 
left  flanks ;  that  6*ft  the  right  being  under  General  Stuart  in  person. 
After  the  arrival  of  Longstreet,  the  enemy  changed  his  position,  and 
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began  to  concentrate  opposite  Jackson's  left,  opening  a  brisk  artil 
lery  fire,  which  wts  responded  to  with  effect  by  some  of  General  A. 
P.  Hill's  batteries.  Colonel  Walton  placed  a  part  of  his  artillery 
upon  a  icommanrling  position,  between  General  Jackson  and  Lon-g- 

f  street,  by  order  of  the  latter,  and  engaged  the  enemy  Vigorously  for 
seveml  hours. 

Soon  afterwards,  General  Stuart  reported  the  approach  of  a  large 
force  from  the  direction  of  Rristoe  Station,  threatening  Longstreet's 
right.  The  brigades  under  General  Wile  ox  were  ^sent  to  reinforce 

•  General  Jones,  but  no  serious  attack  was  made,  and  'after  firing  a  few 
shbts,  the  enemy  withdrew.  While  this  demonstration  was  being 
made  on  our  right,  a  large  fore  advanced  to  assail  the  left  of  Jackson's 
position,  occupied  by  the  division  of  General  A.  P.  Hill.  The  attack 
was  received  by  his  troops  with  their  accustomed__  steadiness,  and  the 
battle  raged  with  great  fury.  The 'en'emy  was  repeatedly  repulsed, 
but  agai'u  pressed  on  the  attack  with  fresh  troops.  .  Once  he  succeeded 
in  penetrating  an  interval,  between  General  Gregg's  .brigade  on  the 
extreme  left,  and  that  of  General  Thomas,  but  was  quickly  driven 
back  with  great  slaughter  by  the  fourteenth  South  Carolina  regiment, 
then  in  reserve,  and  the  forty-ninth  Georgia,  of  Thomas'  brigade. 
The  contest  was  close  and' obstinate,  the  combatants  sometimes  deliver- 

•in(2;  their  fire  at  ten  paces.  General  Gregg,  who  was  most  exposed, 
was  reinforced  by  Hay's. brigade  under  Colonel  Forno,  and  success 
fully  and  gallantly  resisted  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  until  the  ammu 
nition  of  Ms  brigade  being  exhausted,  and  ail  its  field  officers  but  two 
killed  or  wounded,  it  was  relieved  after  several  hours  of  severe  fight 
ing,  by  Early's  brigade  and  the  eighth  Louisiana  regiment.  General 
Early  drove  the  enemy  back  with  heavy  lo3S,*and  pursued  about  two 
hundred  y&rds  beyond  the  line  of  battle,  when  h'e  was  recalled  to  the 
position  on  the  railroad  where  Thomas,  Pender  and  Archer  had  firmly 
held  their  ground  against  every  attack.  While  the  battlt  was  raging 
on  Jackson's  left,  General  Longstreet  ordered  Hood  arid  Evans  to  ad 
vance,  but  before  the'order  could  be  obeyed  Hood  was  himself  attacked, 
and  his  command  at  oiK-e  became  warmly  engaged.  General  Wilcox 
was  recalled  from  the  right  an'd  ordered  to  .advance  on  Hood's  left, 
and  one  of  Kemper's  brigades,  under  Cclonel  Hunton,  moved  forward 
on  his  right.  The  enemy  was  repulsed  by  Hood,  after  a  severe  -con 
test,  and  fell  back,  closely  followed  by  our  troops. 

The  battle  continued  until  nine,  P.  M.,  the  enemy  retreating  until 
he  reached  a  strong  position  which  he  held  with  a  large  force..  The 
darkness  of  the  night  put  a  stop  to  the  engagement,  and  our  troops 
remained  in  their  advanced  position  until  early  next  morning,  when 
they  were  withdrawn  to  their  first  line.  One  piece  of  artillery,  several 
stands  of  colors,  and  a  number  of  prisoners  were  captured.  Our  loss 
was  severe  in  this  engagement,  Brigadier  Generals  Field  and  Trimble, 
and  Colonel  Forno, commanding  Hay's  brigade,  were  severely  wounded,, 
and  several  other  valuable  officers  killed  or  disabled,  whose  names  are 
mentioned  in  the  accompanying  reports.  On  the  morning  of  the 
30th,  the  enemy  again  advanced,  and  skirmishing  began  along  the- 
line.  The  troops  of  Jackson  and  Longstreet  maintained  their  posi- 
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tions  of  the  previews  day.  Fitzhugh  Lee,  with  three  regiments  of  hi3 
cavalry,  was  poste^on  Jackson's  left,  arrd  R.  H.  Anderson's  division, 
which  arrived  during  the  forenoon,  was  held  in  reserve  near  the  turn 
pike.  The  batteries  of  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee  took  the  position  occupied 
the  day  before  by  Colonel  Walton,  and  engaged  the  enemy  actively 
until  noon,  when  firing  ceased,  and  all  was  quiet  for  several  hours. 
*  About  three,  P.  M.,  the  enemy  having  massed  his  -troops  in  front 
of  General  Jackson,  advanced  against  his  position*  in  strong  force. 
His  front  line  pushed  forward  until  engaged  at  close  quarters  by 
Jackson's  troops,  when  its  progress  was  checked,  and  a  fierce  an. I 
bloody  struggle  ensued.  A  second  and  third  line,  of  great  strength, 
moved  up  to  support  the  first,  but  in  doing  so,  came  within  easy  range 
of,  a  position  a  little  in  advance  of  Longstreet'.s  left.  He  immediately 
ordered  up  two  batteries,  and  two  others  being  thrown  forward  about 
the  same  time  by  Colonel  S,  D.  Lee,  under  their  well  directed  and 
destructive  fire  the  supporting  lines  were  broken,  and  fell  back  in 
confusion.  Their  repeated  efforts  to  rally  were  unavailing,  and  Jack 
son's  troops  being  thus  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  overwhelming 
numbers,  began  to  press  steadily  forward,  driving  the  enemy  before 
them.  He  retreated  in  confusion,  suffe*irfg  severely 'from  our  artillery 
which  advanced  as  he  retired.  General  Longstreet,  anticipating  the 
order  for  a  general  advance,  now  threw  his  whole  command -against 
the  Federal  centre  and  left.  Hood's  two  brigades,  followed  by  Evans, 
led*  the  attack.  '  R.  H.  Anderson's  division  came  gallantly  to  the  sup 
port  of  Hood,  while  the  three  brigades  under  Wilcox  moved  forward 
on  his  left,  and  those  of  Kercper  on  his  right.  D.  R.  Jones  advanced 
o/i  the  extreme  right,  and  the  whole  line  swept  steadily  on,  driving 
the  enemy,  with  great  carnage,  from  each  successive  position,  until  ten, 
P.  M.,  when  darkness  put  an  end  to  the  battle  and  the  pursuit.  Dur 
ing  the  latter  part  of  the  engagement,  General  Wilcox  wit-h  his  own 
brigade  wag*ordered  to  the  right,  where  the  resistance  of  the  enemy 
was  most  obstinate,  and  rendered  efficient  assistance  to  the  troops  en 
gaged  on  that  part  of  the  line.  His  other  two  brigades,  maintaining 
$heir  position  in  line,  acted  with  General  Jackson's  command. 

The  obsc'urity  of  night  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  fords  of  Bull 
run,  rendered  it  necessary  to  suspend  operations  until  morning,  when 
the  cavalry,  being  pushed  forward,  discovered  that  the  enemy  had 
escaped  to  the  strong  position  of  Centre,ville,  about  four  miles  beyond 
Bull  run.  Tho  prevalence  of  a  heavy  rain,  which  began  during  the 
night,  threatened  to  render  Bull  run  impassable,  and  .impeded  our 
movements.  Longstreet  remained  on  the  battle  field  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  enemy,  and  cover  the  burial  of  the  dead  and  the  re 
moval  of  the  wounded,  while  Jackson  proceeded  by  Sudley's  ford  to 
the  Little  River  turnpike,  to  turn  the  enemy's  right  and  intercept  hfs 
retreac  to  Washington.  Jackson's  progress  was  retarded  by"  the  in 
clemency  of .  the  weather  and  the  fatigue  of  his  troops,  who,  in  addi 
tion  to  their  arduous  marches,  had  fought  three  severe  engagements 
in  as  many  days.  He 'reached  Little  River  turnpike  in  the  evening, 
and  the  next  day,  September  1st,  advanced  by  that  road  towards  Fair- 
'  fax  Court  House.  The  enemy,  in  the  meantime,  was  falling  back  rapidly 
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towards  Washington,  and  had  thrown  out  a  strong  force  to  German- 
town,  on  thd  Little  River  turnpike,  to  cover  his  Tine  of  retreat  from 
Centreville.  The  advance  of  Jackson's  column  encountered  the  ene 
my  at  Ox  Hill,  near  Germantown,  about  five,  P.  M.  Line  of  battle 
was  at  once  formed*  and  two  brigades  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  those 
of  Branch  and  Field,  under  Colonel  Brockentrough,  were  thrown  for 
ward  to  attack  the  enemy  and  ascertain  his  strength  and  position.  A 
cold  and  drenching  rain  storm  drove  in  the  faces  of  our  troops  as  they 
advanced  and  gallantly  engaged  the  enemy.  They  were  subsequently 
supported  by  tjie  brigades  of  Gregg,  Thomas,  and  Pender  ;  also  of 
Hill  s  division,  which,  with  part  of  Ewell's,  became  engaged.  The 
conflict  was  obstinately  maintained  by  the  enemy  until  dark  when  he 
retreated,  having  lost  two  general  officers,  one  of  whom,  Major  Gen 
eral  Kearney,  was  left  dead  on  the  field.  Longstreet's  command  ar 
rived  after  the  action  was  over,  and  the  next  morning  it  was  found 
that  the  enemy  had  conducted  his  retreat  so  rapidly  that  the  attempt 
to  intercept  him  was  abandoned.  The  proximity  of  the  fortifications 
around  Alexandria  and  Washington,  rendered  further  pursuit  useless, 
and  our  army  rested  during  the  2nd,  near  Chantilly,  the  enemy  being 
followed  only  by  the  cavalry,  who  continued  to  harass  him  until  he 
reached  the  shelter  of  his  entrenchments. 

In  the  series  of  engagements,  on  the  plains  of  Manassas,  more  than 
seven  thousand  prisoners  were  taken,  in  addition  to  about  two  thou 
sand  wounded  le-ft  in  our  hands.  Thirty  pie-ces  of  artillery,  upwards 
of  twenty  thousand  stanH  of  small  arms,  numerous  colors  arid  a  large 
amount  of  stores,  besides  those  taken  by  General  Jackson  at  Manas- 
sas  Junction,  were  captured. 

The  history  of  the  achievements  of  the  army  from  the  time  it  ad 
vanced  from  Gordonsville,  leaves  nothing  to  be  said  in  commendation 
of  the  cou-rage,  fortitude  and  good  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men. 
The  accompanying  reports  of  the  Medical  Director  will  show  the 
number  cf  our  killed  and  wounded.  Among  them  will  be  found  the 
names  of  many  valuable  and  distinguished  officers,  who  bravely  and 
faithfully  discharged  their  duty,  and  with  the  gallant  soldiers  wh(0 
fell  with  them,  have  nobly  deserved  the  love  and  gratitu'de  of  their 
countrymen. 

The  reports  of  the  several  commanding  officers  must  necessarily  be 
referred  to  for  the  names  of  those  whose  services  were  mosUconspicu- 
ous.  The  list  is  too  long  for  enumeration  here.  During  all  these 
operations  tfye  cavalry,  under  General  Stuart,  consisting  of  the  bri 
gades  of  Generals  Robertson  and  Fitzhugh  Lee,  rendered  must  impor 
tant  and  valuable  service.  It  guarded  the  flanks  of  the  army,  pro 
tected  its  trains  and  gave  information  of  the  enemy's  movements. 
Besides  engaging  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy  on  several  occasions,  with 
uniform"' success,  a  detachment  under,  the  gallant  and  lamented  Major 
Patrick,  assisted  by  Stuart's  horse  artillery,  under  Major  Pelhara, 
effectually 'protected  General  Jackson's  trains  against  a  body  of  the 
enemy  who  penetrated  to  his  rear  on  the  29th,  before  the  arrival  of 
General  Longstreet.  .  Towards  the  close  of  the. action  OH  the  30th, 
General  Robertson,  with  the  second  Virginia  regiment,  under  Colonel 
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Munford,  supported  by  the  seventh  and  twelfth,  made  a  brilliant 
charge  upon  a  brigade  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  Colonel  Munford  lead-^ 
ing  with  great' gallantry,  and  completely  routed  it.  Many  of  the  enemy 
were  killed  and  wounded,  more  than  three  hundred  prisoners  were 
captured,  and  the  remainder  pursued  beyond  Bull  runv  The  Deports 
of  General  Stuart  and  the  officers  under  his  command,  as  well  as  that 
of  General  Jackson,  are  referred  to  for  more  complete  details  of  these 
and  other  services  of  the  cavalry. 

CAPTURE  OF  HARPER'S  FERRY  AND  OPERATIONS  i^  MARYLAND. 

The  enemy  having  retired  to  the  protection  of  the  fortifications 
around  Washington  and  Alexandria,  the  army  marched,  on  the  Sd 
September,  towards  Leesburg. 

The  armies  of  Generals  McClellan  and  Pope,  bad  now  been  brought 
back  to  the  point  from  which  they  set  out  on  the  campaigns  of  the 
spring  and  summer.  The  ejects  of  those  campaigns  had  been  frus 
trated,  and  the  designs  of  the  enemy  on  the  coa-st  of  North  Carolina, 
'and  in  Western  Virginia,  thwarted  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  main 
body  of  his  forces  from  those  regions. 

Northeastern  Virginia  was  freed  from  the  presence  of  Federal  sol 
diers  up  4;o  the  entrenchments  of  Washington,  and  soon  after  the  ar 
rival  of  the  army  at  Leesburg,  information  was  received  that  ^the 
troops,  which  had  occupied  Winchester,  had  retired  to  Harper's  Ferry 
and  Martinsburg. 

The  war  was  thus  transferred  from  th-e  interior  to  the  frontier,  and 
the  supplies  of  rich  and  productive  districts  made  accessible  to  our 
army.  To  prolong  a  state  of  affairs,  in  every  way  desirable,  and  not  to 
permit  the  season  for  active  operations  "to  pass  without  endeavoring 
to  inflict  further  injury  upon  the  enemy,  the  best  course  appeared  to 
be  the  transfer  of  the  army  into  Maryland. 

Although  not  properly  equipped  for  invasion,  lacking  much  of  the 
'material  :0f  war,  and  feeble  in  transportation,  the  troops  poorly  pro 
vided  with  clothing,  and'  thousands  of  them  destitute  of  shoes,  it  was 
yet  believed  to  be  strong  enough  to  detain  the  enemy  upon  the  north 
ern  frontier,  until  the  approach  of  winter  should  render  his  advance 
into  Virginia  difficult,  if  not  impracticable. 

The  condition  of  Maryland  encouraged  the  belief  that  the  presence 
of  our  arrny,  however  inferior  to'  that  of  tbe  enemy,  would  induce 
the  Washington  Government  to  retain  all  its  available  force  to  pro 
vide  against  contingencies,  which  its  course  toward  the  people  of  tha^t 
State  gave  it  reason  to  apprehend.  At  the  same  time  it  was  hoped 
.  that  military  success  might  afford  us  -an  opportunity  to  aid  the  citi 
zens  of  Maryland  in  any  efforts  they  might  be  disposed  to  make  to  re 
cover  their  liberty.  The  difficulties"  that  surrounded  them  were  fully 
appreciated,  and  we  expected  to  derive  more- assistance  in  the  attain 
ment  of  our  object,  from  the  just  fears  of  the  Washington  Govern 
ment,  than  from  any  active  demonstration  on  the  part  of  the  people, 
unless  success  should  enable  us  to  give<them  assurance'  of  continued 
protection.  Influenced  by  these  considerations,  the  army  was  put  in 
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motion.  D.  H.  Hill's  division,  which  had  joined  us  on  the  2d,  being 
in  advance,  and,  between  the  4th  and  7th  of  September,  crossed  the 
*  Potomac  at  the  ford  pear  Leesbiyg,  .and  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fredericktown 

It  was  decided  to  cross  the  Potomac  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge",  in  or 
der,  by  threatening  Washington  an,d  Baltimore,  to  cause  the  enemy 
to  withdraw  from  the  south  bank,  where  his  presence  endangered  our 
communications  and  the  safety  of  these  engaged  in  the  revoval  of 
our  wounded  and  the  captured  property  from  the  late  battle  field. 
Having  accomplished  this  result,  it  wa-s  proposed  to  m'ove  tiie  army 
into  western  Maryland,  establish  our  communications  with  Rich 
mond,  through  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  and  by  threatening 
Pennsylvania,  induce  the  enemy  to  follow,  and  thus  draw- him  from 
his  base  of  supplies. 

It  had  been  supposed  that 'the  advance -upon-.  Fredericktown  would 
lead  to  the  evacution  of  Martinsburg  and  Harper's  Ferry,  thus  open 
ing  the  line  of  communication  through  the  Valley.  This  not  having 
occurred,  it  became  necessary  -to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  those  posi 
tions  before  concentrating  the  army  west  of  the  mountains. 

To  accomplish  this  with  the  least  delay,  General  Jackson  was  di 
rected  to.  proceed  with  his  command  to  Martinsburg,  and,  after  driving 
the  enemy  from  that  place,  to  move  down  the  south  side  of  tlie  Po£o- 
mac  upon  Harper's  Ferry  ^  General  McLaws,  with  his  own  and  R. 
H. 'Anderson's  divisions,  was  ordered  to  seize  Maryland  heights  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Potomac,  opposite  Harper's  Ferry,,  and  Briga 
dier  General  Walker  to  take  possession  of  Loudon  heights,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Shenandoah,  where  it  unites  with  the  Potomac.  These 
several  commands  were  .directed,  after  reducing  Harper's  Ferry  and 
clearing  the  Valley  of  the  enemy,  to  join  the  rest  of  the  army  at 
Boone'sboro'  or  Hagerstown. 

T?he  march,  of  these  troops  began  on  tke  10th,  and  at  the  sam'e 
time,  the  remainder  of  Longstreet's  command,  and  the  division  of  D. 
H.  Hill,  crossed  the  South  mountains  and  moved  towards  Boonesboro'. 
General  Stuart/'with  the  cavalry,  remained  east  of  the  mountains, 
to  observe  the  enemy  and  retard  his  advance. 

A  report  havjng  been  received  that  a  Federal  force  was  approach 
ing  Ilagerstown  from  the  direction  of  Chambersburg,  Longstreet 
,  'continued  his  march  to  the  former  place,  in  order  to  secure  the  road 
leading  thence  to  Williamsport,  and  also  to  prevent  the  removal  of 
stores  which  were  said  to  be  in  Hagerstown.  He  arrived  at  that  place 
on  the  1  Uh,  General  Hill  halting  near  Boonsboro'  to  prevent  the  en 
emy  at  Harper's  Ferry  from  escaping  through  Pleasant  Valley,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  support  the  cavalry. 

The  advance  of  the  Federal  army  was  so  slow  at  the  time  we  left 
Fredericktown  as  to  justify  the  belief  that  the  reduction  of  Harper's 
Ferry  would  be  accomplished  and  our 'troops  concentrated  before  they 
would  be  called  upon  -to  meet  it.  In  that  event  it  had  not  been  in 
tended*  to  oppose  its  passage  thrdhgh  the  South  mountains,  as  it  was 
desired  to  engage  it  as  far  as«possiblc  from  its  base. 

General  Jackson  marched  very  rapidly,  and,  crossing  the   Potomao 
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near  Williamsport,  on  the  llth,  sent' A.  P.  Hill's  division  directly  to 
Martinsburg-  and  disposed  the  rest  of  the  command  to  cut  off  the 
retreat  of  the  enemy  westward.  On  his  approach  the  Federal  troops 
evacuated  Martinsburg,  retiring  to  Harper's  Ferry  on  the  night  of 
the  llth,  and  Jackson  entered  the  former  place  on  the  12th,  capturing 
some  prisoners  and  abandoned  stores.  "  In  the  forenoon  of  the  fol 
lowing  day,  his  leading  division,  under  General  A.  P.  Hill,  came  in 
sight  of  the  enemy,  strongly  entrenched  on  Bolivar  heights,  in  rear 
of  Harper's  Ferry.  Before  beginning  the  attack,  General  Jackson 
proceeded  to  put  himself  in  communication  with  the  co-operatiitg 
forces  under  General  McLaws  and  Walker,  from  the  former  of  whotn 
he  was  separated  by  the  Potomac,  and  from  the  latter  by  the  Shenan- 
doah.  General  Walker  took  possession  of  Loudoun  heights  on  the 
13th,  and  the  next  day  was  in  readiness  to  open  upon  Harper's  Ferry. 
General  McLaws  encountered  more  opposition.  He  entered  Pleasant 
Valley  on  the  llth.  On  the  12th  he  directed  General  Kershaw,  with 
his  own  and  Barksdale's  brigade,  to  .ascend  the  ridge  whose  southern 
extremity  is  known  as  Maryland  heights  and  attack  the  enemy,  who 
occupied  that  position  with  infantry  and  artillery,  protected  Jby  en 
trenchments.  He  disposed  the  rest  of  his  command  to  hold  the  roads 
leading  from  Harper's  Ferry  eastward  through  Weavertown,  and 
northward  from  Sandy  Hook;  guarding  the  pass  in  his  rear,  through 
which  he  had  entered  Pleasant  Valley,  Vtith  the  'brigades  of  Semmes 
and  Mahone. 

•  Owing  to  the  rugged  nature  of  the  ground  on  which  Kershaw  had 
to  operate,  and  the  want  of  roads,  he  was  compelled  to  use-  infantry 
alone.  Driving  in  the  advance  parties  of  the  enemy  on  the  summit 
of  the  ridge  on  the  12th,  he  assailed  the  works  the  next  day.  After 
a  spirited  contest  they  were  carried,  the  troops  engaged  in  their  de 
fence  spiking  their  heavy  guns  and  retreating  to  Harper's  Ferry.  By 
half-past  four,  P.  M.,  Kershaw  was  in  possession  of  Maryland 
heights.  On  the  14th  a  road  for  artillery  was  cut  along  the  ridge, 
and  at  two,  P.  M.,  four  guns  opened  upon  the  enemy  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  .river,  and  the  investment  of  Harper's  Ferry  was  com 
plete. 

In  the  meantime,  events  transpired  in  another  quarter  which 
threatened  to  interfere  with  the  reduction  of  the  place.  A  copy  of 
the  order  directing  the  movement  of  the  army  from  Fredericktown 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  General  McClella*,.and  disclosed  to  him 
the  disposition  of  our  forces.  He  immediately  began  to  push  forward 
rapidly,  and  on  th'e  afternoon  of  the  1 3th  was  reported  approaching 
the  pass  in  South  mountain  on  the  Boonesboro'  and  Fredericktown 
road.  The  cavalry,  under  General  Stuart,  fell  back  before  him,  ma 
terially  impeding  his  progress  by  its  gallant  resistance  and  gaining 
time  for  preparations  to  oppose  his  advance. 

By  penetrating  the  mountains  at  this  point  he  would  reach  the 
rear  of  McLaws  and  be  enabled  to  relieve  the  garrison  at  Harper's 
Ferry.  To  prevent  this,  General  D.  H.  Hill  was  directed  to  guard 
the  Boonesboro'  gap  and  Longstreet  ordered  to  march  from  Hagers- 
town  to  his  support.  On  the  -13th,  General  Hill  sent  back  the 
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brigades  of  Garland  and  Colquitt'to  hold  the  pass  ;  but  subsequently 
ascertaining  that  the  enemy  was  near,  in  heavy  force,  he  ordered  up 
the  rest  of  his  division.  Early  on  the  14th,  a  large  body  of  the 
enemy  attempted  to  force  its  way  to  the  rear  of  the  position  >held  by 
Hill  by  a  road  south  of  the  Boonesboro'  and  Fredericktown  turnpike. 
The  attack  was  repulsed  by  Garland's  brigade  after  a  severe  conflict, 
in  which  that  brave  and  accomplished  young  officer  was  killed.  The 
remainder  of  the  division  arriving  shortly  afterwards,  Colquitt's  brig 
ade  was  disposed  across  the  turnpike  road  ;  that, of  G.  B.  Anderson, 
supported  by  Ripley,  was  placed  on  the  right,-  and  Rodes  occupied  an 
important  position  on  the  left.  Garland's  brigade,  which  had  suffered 
heavily  in  the  first  attack,  was  withdrawn,  and  the  defence  of  th'e 
road  occupied  by  it  entrusted  to  Colonel  Rosser,  of  the  fifth  Virginia 
cavalry,  who  reported  to  General  Hill  with  his  regiment  and  some 
artillery. 

The  small  command  of  General  Hill  repelled  the  repeated  assaults 
of  the  Federal  army,  and  held  it  in  check  for  five  hours.  Several 
attacks  on  the  centre  were  gallantly  repulsed  by  Colquitt's  brigade, 
and  Rome's  maintained  his  position  against  heavy  odds  with  the  utmost 
tenacity.  Longstreet,  leaving  one  brigade  at  Hagerstown,  had  hur 
ried  to  the  assistance  of  Hill,  and  reached  the  scene  of  action 
between  three  and  four,  P.  M.  His  troops,  much  exhausted  by  a 
long,  rapid  march  and  the  heat  of  the  day,  'were  disposed  on  both 
sides  of  the  turnpike. 

General  D.  R.  Jones,  with  three  of  his  brigades,  those  of  Pickett 
(under  General  Gainett),  Kemper,  and  Jenkins,  (under  Colonel 
Walker),  together  with  Evans'  brigade,  was  posted  along  the  moun 
tain  on  the  left;  Gereral  Hood,  with  his  t>wn  and  Whiting's  brigade, 
undfer  Colonel  Law,  Dray  ton's,  and  D.  R.  Jones',  under  Colonel  G. 
T.  Anderson,,  on  the  right.  Batteries  had  been  placed,  by  General 
Hill  in  such  positions  as  could  be  found,  but  the  ground  was  unfa 
vorable  for  the  use  of  artillery.  The  battle  continued  with  great 
animation  until  night.  On  the  south  of  the  turnpike  the  enemy  was 
driven  back  some  distance,  and  his  attack  on  the  centre  repulsed  with 
loss.' 

His  great  superiority  of  nUmbers  enabled  him  to  extend  beyond 
both  of  our  flanks.  By  this  means  he'  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
summit  of  the  mountain,  beyond  our  left,  and  pressing  upon  us  heavily 
from  that  direction,  gradually  forced  our  troops  back  after  an  obstinate 
resistance..  Darkness  put  an  end  to  the  contest.  The  effort  to  force 
the  passage  01*  the  mountains  had  failed,  but  it  .was  manifest  that, 
without  reinforcements,  we  could  not  hazard  a  renewal  of  the  engage 
ment,  as  the  enemy  could  easily  turn  either  flank.  Information  was 
also  received  that  another  large  body  of  Federal  trocps  had,  during 
the  afternoon,  forced  their  way  through  Crampton's  Gap,  only  five 
miles  in  rear  of  McLaws.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  deter 
mined  to  retire  to  Sharpsburg,  where  we  would  be  upon  the  flank  and 
rear  of  the  enemy  should  he  move  against  McLaws,  and  where  we 
could  more  readily  unite  with  the  rest  of  the'army.  • 

This  movement  was  skillfully  and  efficiently  covered  by  the -cavalry 
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brigade  of  General  Fitz.  Lee,  and  was  accomplished  without  inter 
ruption  by  the  enemy,  who  did  not  appear  on  the  west  side  of  the 
pass  at  Boonsboro'  until  about  eight,  A.  M.,  on  the  following  morn 
ing. 

TxiQ  resistance  that  had  been  offered  to  the  enemy  at  Boonsboro' 
secured  sufficient  time  to  enable  General  Jackson  to  complete  the  re 
duction  of  Harper's  Ferry. 

On  the  afternoon  .of  the  Hth,  when  he  found  that  the  troops  of  Walker 
and  McLaws  were  in  position  to  co-operate  in  the  attack,  he  ordered 
Gen'l  A.  P.  Hill  to  turn  the  enemy's  left  flank  and  enter  Harper's  Eerry. 
Ewell's  division,  under  General  Lawton,  was  ordered  to  support  Hill, 
while  Winder's  brigade  of  Jackson's  division,  under  Colonel  Grigsby, 
with  a  battery  of  artillery,  made  a  demonstration  on  the  enemy's 
right  near  the  Potomac.  The  rest  of  the  division  was  held  in  reserve. 
The  cavalry,  under  Major  Massie,  was  placed  on  the  extreme  left  to 
prevent  the  escape  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Grigsby  succeeded  in  get 
ting  possession  of  an  eminence  on  the  left,  upon  which  two  batteries 
w^re  advantageously  posted.  General  A.  P.  Hill  observing  a  hill  on1 
the  enemy's  extreme  left,  occupied  by  infantry  without  artillery  and 
protected  only  by  abattis  of  felled  timber,  directed  General  Pender 
with  his  own  brigade,  and  those  of  Archer  and  Colonel  Brockenbrough 
to  seize  the  crest,  which  was  d^ne  with  slight  resistance.  At  the  same 
time  he  ordered  Generals  Branch  and  Gregg  to  march  along  the 
Shenandoah,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  ravines  intersecting  its 
steep  banks,  to  establish  themselves  on  the  plain  to  the  left  and  rear 
of  the  enemy's  works.  This  was  accomplished  during  -the  night. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker,  chief  of  artillery  of  A.  P.  Hill's  divis 
ion,  .placed  several  batteries  on  the  eminence  taken  by  General  Pen 
der,  and  under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Crutchfield,  General  Jackson's 
chief  of  artillery,  ten  guns,  belonging  to  Ewell's  division,  were  posted 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Shenandoah,  so  as  to  enfilade. the  enemy's  en 
trenchments  on  Bolivar  heights,  and  take  his  nearest  and  most  form 
idable  works  in  reverse.  General  McLaws,  in  -the  meantime,  made 
his  preparations  to  prevent  the  force  which  had  penetrated  at  Cramp- 
ton's  gap  from  coming  to  frhe  relief  of  the  garrison. 

This  pass  had  been  defended  by  the  brigade  of  General  Cobb,  sup 
ported  by  those  of  Semmes  and  Mahone,  but  unable  to  oppose  suc 
cessfully  the  superior  numbers  brought  against  them,  they  had  been 
compelled  to  retire  with  loss.  The  enemy  halted  at  the  gap,  and, 
during  the  night,  General  MqLawa  formed  his  command  in  Ifne  of 
battle  across  Pleasant  Valley,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  below  .Cramp- 
ton's,  leaving  one  regiment  to  support  the  artillery  on  Maryland 
Heights,  and  two  brigades  on  each  of  the  roads  from  Harper's  Ferry. 

The  attack  on  the  garrison  began  at  dawn.  A  rapid  and  vigorous 
fire  was  opened  from  the  batteries  of  General  Jackson  and  those  on 
Maryland  and  Loudoun  heights.  In  about  two  hours  the  garrison, 
consisting  of  more  than  eleven  thousand  men,  surrendered.  Seventy- 
three  pieces  of  artillery,  about  thirteen  thousand  small  arms  and  a 
large  quantity  of  military  stores  fell  into  our  hands. 
•  Leaving  General  A,  P.  Hill  to  receive  the  surrender  of  the  Federal 
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troops  and  secure  the  .captured  property,  General' Jackson,  with  his 
two  other  divisions,  set  out  at  once  for  Sharpsburg,  ordering  Generals 
McLaws  and  Walker  to  follow  without  delay. 

Official  information  of  the  fall  of  Harpers  Ferry  and  the. approach 
of  General  Jackson,  was  received  soon  after  the  commands  of  Long- 
street  and  D.  II.  Hill  reached  Sharpsburg,  on  the  morning  of  the 
15th,  and  reanimated  the  courage  -of  the  troops.  General  Jackson 
arrived  early  on  the  16th,  and  General  Walter  caine  up  in  the  after 
noon. 

The  presence  of  the  enemy  at  Crampton's  gap,  embarrassed  the 
movements  of  General  McLaws.  He  retained  the  position  taken 
during  the  night  of  the  14th,  to  oppose  an  advance  towards  Harper's 
Ferry  until  the  capitulation  of  that  place,  when,  finding  the  enemy 
indisposed  to  attack,  he  gradually  withdrew  bis  command  towards  the 
Potomac.  Deeming  the  roads  to  Sharpsburg,  on  the.  north  side  of 
the  river,  impracticable,  he  resolved  to  cross  at. Harper's  JFerry  and 
march  by  way  of  Shepherdstown.  Owing  to  the  condition  of  his 
troops  and  other  circumstances,  his  progress  was  slow,  and  he  did  not 
reach  the  battle-field  at  Sharpsburg,  until  sometime  after  the  engage 
ment  of  the  17th  began. 

The  commands  of  Longstreet  and  D.  II.  Hill,  on  their  arrival  at 
Sharpsburg,  were  placed  in  position  al^ng  the. range  of  hills  between 
the  town  and  the  Antietam;  nearly  parallel  to  the  course  of  that 
stream  ;  Longstreet,  on  the  right  of  the  road  to  Boonesboro',  and 
Hill  on  the  left.  The  advance  of  the  enemy  was  delayed  by  the  brave 
opposition  he  encountered  from  Fitz  Lee's  cavalry,  and  he  did  not 
appear  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Antietam  until  about  two,  .P.  M. 
During  the  afternoon  the  batteries  on  each  side  were  slightly.engaged. 

On  the  16th,  the  artillery  fire  became  warm  and  continued  through 
out  the  day.  The  enemy  crossed  the  Antietam  beyond  the  reach  of 
our  batteries  and  menaced  our  left.  In  anticipation  of  this  move 
ment,  Hood's  two  brigades  had  been  transferred  from  the  right  and 
posted  between  D.  H.  Hill  and  the  Hagerstown  road. 

General  Jackson  was  now  directed  to  take  position1  on  Hood's  left, 
and  formed  his  line  with  his  right  resting  upon  the  Hagerstown  road, 
and  his  left  extending  towards  the  Potomac,  protected  by  General 
Stuart  with  the  cavalry  and  horse  artillery.  General  Walker,  with 
his  two  brigades,  was  stationed  on  Longstreet's  right. 

As  evening  approached,  the  enemy  opened  more  vigorously  with 
hfs  artillery,  and  bore  down. heavily  with  his  infantry  upon  Hood,  but 
the  attack  was  gallantly  repulsed.  At  ten,  P.  M.  Hood's  troops  were 
'  relieved  by  the  briga'des  of  Lawton  and  Trimble,  of  EwelFs  division, 
commanded  by  General  l»awton.  Jackson's  own  division,  under  Gen 
eral  J.  R.  Jones,  was  on  Lawton's  left,  supported  by  the  remaining 
brigades  of  Ewell. 

At  early  dawn,  on  the  17th,  the  enemy's  artillery  opened  vigor 
ously  from  both  sides  of  the  Antietam,  the  heaviest  fire  being 
directed  against  our  left.  Under  cover  of  this  fire,  a  large  force  of 
infantry  attacked  General  Jackson.  They  were  met  by  his  troops 
the  utmost  resolution,  and  for  .several  hours  the  conflict  raged 
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with  great  fury  and  alternate  success.  General  J.  R.  Jones  was  com 
pelled  to  leave  the  field,  and  the  command  of  Jackson's  division  de 
volved  on  General  Starke.  The  troops  advanced  with  great  spirit, 
and  the  enemy's  lines  were  repeatedly  broken,  and  forced  to  retire. 
Fresh  troops,  however,  soon  replaced  those  that  were  beaterf,  and 
Jackson's  men  were  in  turn  compelled  .to  fall  back.  The  brave  Gen 
eral  Starke  was  killed ;  General  Lawton  was  wounded,  and  nearly  all 
the  field  officers,  with  a  large  proportion  of  the  men,  killed  or  disa 
bled.  Our  troops  slowly  yielded  to  overwhelming  numbers,  and  feL 
back  obstinately  disputing  the  progress  of  the  enemy.  Hood  re 
turned  to  the  field,  and  relieved  the  brigades  of  Trimble,. Lawton  and 
Hays  which  had  suffered  severely. 

General  Early,  who  succeeded  General  Lawton,  in  the  command  ci 
Ewell's  division,  was  ordered  by  General  Jackson  to  move  with  hi: 
brigade  to  take  the  place  of  Jackson's  division,  most  of  which  wac 
•  withdrawn,  its  ammunition  being  nearly  exhausted,  and  its  numbers 
much  reduced.  .  A  small  part  of  the  division, -under  Colonels  Grigsby 
and  Stafford,  united  with  Early's  brigade,  as  did  portions  of  the  brig-  • 
ades  of  Trimble,  Lawton-  and  Hayes. 

The  battle  now*  raged '  with  great  violence;  the  small  commands, 
under  Hood  and   Early,  holding  their   ground  against   many  times 
their  own  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  under  a  tremendous  fire  of  ar 
tillery.     Hood  was   reinforced   by  the  brigades   of  Ripley,   Colquitt 
and    Garland,  under    Colonel  McRae,  of  D.  H.   Hill's   division,  %nd 
afterwards  by  D.  R.  Jones'  brigade,  under  Colonel  G.  T.    Anderson. 
The.  enemy's  lines  ^ere  broken  and  forced  back,  but  fresh  numbers 
advanced  to  their  support,  and:  they  began  t*>  gain  ground.     The  des 
perate  resistance  they  encountered,  however,  delayed  their   progress 
until  the  troops  of  General  McLaws   arrived,  and  those  of  General 
Walker  could  be  brought  from  the  right.     Hood's   brigade,  greatly 
diminished   in    numbers,  withdrew-  to    replenish   their   ammunition, 
their   supply    being    entirely    exhausted.     They    were    relieved    by 
Walkers  command,  who  immediately  attacked  the  enemy  vigorously, 
driving  him  back  with  great  slaughter.     Colonel  Manning,  command 
ing  Walker's  brigade,  pursued  until  he  was  stopped  by  a  strong  fence, 
behind  which  was  posted  a  large  force  of  infantry,  with   several  bat 
teries.     The  gallant  Colonel  was  severely  wounded,  and  his  brigade 
-retired  to' the  line  on  which  the  rest  of  Walker's  command  had  halted. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  the  reinforcements  under  General  McLaws,  Gene 
ral  Early  attacked,  with  great  resolution,  the  large  force  opposed  to 
him.     McLaws  advanced  at  the  same  time,  and  the  enemy  were  driven 
back  in  confusion,  closely  followed  by  our  troops,  beyond  the  position 
occupid  at  the  beginning  of  the  engagement. 

The  enemy  renewed  the  assault  on  our  left  several  times,  but  was 
repulsed  with  loss.  He  finally  ceased  to  advance  his  infantry,  and 
for  several  hours  kept  up  a  furious  fire  from  his  numerous  batteries, 
under  which  our  troops  held  their  position  with  great  coolness  and 
courage.  The  attack  on  our  left  was  speedily  followed  by  one  in 
heavy  force  on  the  centre.  This  was  met  by  part  of  Walker's  divis 
ion,  and  the  brigades  of  G.  B.  Anderson  and  Rodes,  of  D.  H.  Hill's 
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command,  assisted  by  a  few  pieces  of  artillery.  The  enemy  was  re 
pulsed,  and  retired  behind  the  crest  of  a  hill  from  which  they  kept  up 
a  desultory  fire. 

General  R.  H.  Anderson's  division  came  to  Hill's  support,  and 
forme^  in  rear  of  his  line.  At  this  time,  by  a  mistake  .of  orders, 
General  Rodes'  brigade  was  withdrawn  from  its  position  during  the 
temporary  absence  of  that  officer  at  another  part  of  the  field.  The 
snemy  immediately  pressed  through  the  gap  ftms  created,  and  G.  B. 
Anderson's  brigade  was  broken,  and  retired — -General  Anderson  himself 
being  mortally  wounded.  Major  General.R.  H.  Anderson  and  Brigadier 
General  Wright,  were  also  wounded  and  borne  from  the  field. 

r_5Jie  heavy  masses  of  the  enemy  again  moved  forward,  being  op 
posed  only  by  four  pieces  of  artillery,  supported  by  a  few  hundreds 
of  men,  belonging  to  different  brigades,  rallied  by  General  D.  H. 
Hill  and  other  officers,  and  parts  of  Walker's  and  R.  H.  Anderson's 
commands — Colonel  Cooke,  with  the  twenty-seventh  North  Carolina 
regiment,  of  Walker's  brigade,  standing  boldly  in  line  without  a 
cartridge.  ,The  firm  front  presented  by  this  small  force,  and  the 
well  directed  fire  of  the  artillery,  under  Captain  Miller  of  the  Wash 
ington  Artillery,  and  Captain  Boyce's  South  Caroling  battery,  checked 
the  progress  of  the  enemy,  and  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half  he 
retired.  Another  attack  was  made  soon  afterwards,  a  little  further  ta 
the  right,  but  was  repulsed  by  Miller's  guns,  which  continued  to  hold 
the^  ground  until  the  close  of  the  engagement,  supported  by  a  part  of 
11.  II.  Anderson's  troops. 

While  the  attack  on  the  centre  and  left  was  in  progress,  the  enemy 
made  repeated  efforts  to  force  the  passage  of.  the  bridge  over  the  An- 
tieta|n,  opposite  the  right  wing  of  General  Longstreet,  commanded  by 
Brigadier  General  D.  R.  Jones.  This,  bridge  was  defended  by  Gen 
eral  Toombs  with  two  regiments  of  his  brigade,  the  second  and 
twentieth  Georgia,  and  the  batteries  of  General  Jones.  General 
Toombs'  small  command  repulsed  five  different  assaults,  made  by  a 
greatly  superior  force  and  maintained  its  position  with  distinguished 
gallantry. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  enemy  began  to  extend  his  line  as  if  to  cross 
the  Antietam  below  the  bridge,  and  at  four,  P.  M.,  Toombs  regiments 
retired  from  the  position  they  had  so  bravely  held.  The  enemy  im 
mediately  crossed  the  bridge  in  large  numbers  and  advanced  against 
General  Jones,  who  held  the  crest  with  less  than  two  thousand  men. 
After  a  determined  and  brave  resistance,  he  was  forced  to  give  way 
and  the  enemy  gained  the  summit. 

General  A.  P.  Hill  had  arrived  from  Harper's  Ferry,  having  left 
that  place  at  half-past  seven,  A.  M.  He  wasjaow  ordered  to  reinforce 
General  Jones  and  moved  to  his  support  with  the  brigades  of.Archer? 
Branch,  Gregg  and  Pender,  the  last  of  whom  was  placed  on  the  right 
of  the  line,  and  the  other  three  advanced  and  attacked  the  enemy, 
now  flushed  with  success.  Hill's  batteries  were  thrown  forward  and 
united  their  fire  with  those  of  General  Jones',  and  one.  of  D.  H.  Hillls 
also  opened,  with  good  effect,  from  the  left  of  the  Boonesboro'  road. 
The  progress  of  the  enemy  was  immediately  arrested,  and  his  line 
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began  to  waver.  At  this  moment  General  Jones  ordered  Toombs  to 
charge  the  flank,  while  Archer,  supported  by  Branch  and  Gregg, 
moved  upon  the  front  of  the  Federal  line.  The  enemy  made  a  brief 
resistance,  then  broke  and  retreated  in  confusion  towards  the  Antie- 
tam,  pursued  by  the  troops  of  Hill  and  Jones,  until  he  reached  the 
protection  of  the  batteries  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

In  this  attack,  the  brave  and  lamented  Brigadier  General  L.  O'B. 
Branch  was  killed,  gallantly  leading  his  brigade. 

It  was  now  nearly  dark,  and  the  enemy  had  massed  a  number  of 
batteries  to  sweep  the  approaches  to  the  Antietam,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  which  the  corps  of  General  Porter,  which  had  not  been  en 
gaged,  now  appeared  to  dispute  our  advance.  Our  troops  were  much 
exhausted  and  greatly  reduced  in  numbers  by  fatigue  and  the  casual 
ties  of  battle.  Under -these  circumstances,  it  was  deemed  injudicious 
to  push  our  advantage  further,  in  the  face  of  fresh  troops  of  the 
enemy  much  exceeding  the  number  of  our  own.  They  were  accord 
ingly  recalled  and  formed  on  the  line  originally  held  by  General  Jones. 

While  the  attack  on  our  centre  was  progressing,  General  Jackson 
had  been  directed  to  endeavor  to  turn  the  enemy's  right,  but  found  it 
extending  nearly  .to  the  Potomac  and  so  strongly  defended  with  artil 
lery  that  the  at&npt  had  to  be  abandoned. 

The  repulse  on  the  right  ended  the  engagement,  and,  after  a  pro 
tracted  and  sanguinary  conflict,  every  effort  of  the  enemy  to  dislodge 
us  from  our  position  had  been  defeated  with  severe  loss.- 

The  arduous  service  in  which  our  troops  had  been  engaged,  their 
great  privations  of  rest  and  food,  and  the  long  marches,  without  shoes, 
over  mountain  roads,  had  greatly  reduced  our  ranks  before  the  action 
began.  These  causes  had  compelled  thousands  of  brave  men  to  absent 
themselves,  and  many  more  had  done  so  from  unworthy  motives. 
This  great  battle  was  fought  by  less  than  forty  thousand  men  on  our 
side,  all  of  whom  had  undergone  the  greatest  labors  and  hardships  in 
the  field  and  on' the  march.  Nothing  could  surpass  the  determined 
valor  with  which  they  met  the  large  army  of  the  enemy,  fully  sup 
plied  and  equipped,  and  the  result  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  the 
officers  and  men  engaged.  Our  artillery,  though  much  inferior  to 
that  of  the  enemy  in  the  number  of  guns  and  weight  of  metal,  ren 
dered  most  efficient  and  gallant  service  throughout  the  day,  and 
contributed  greatly  to  the  repulse  of  the  attacks  on  every  part. of  the: 
line. 

General  Stuart,  with  the  cavalry  and  horse  artillery,  performed  the 
duty  entrusted  to  him,  of  guarding  our  left  wing,  with  great  energy 
and  courage,  and  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  defeating  the  attack 
on  that  part  of  our  line. 

On  the  18th  we  occupied  the  position  of  the  preceding  day,  except 
in  the  Centre,  where  our  line  was  drawn  in  about  two  hundred  yards. 
Our  ranks  were  increased  by  the  arrival  of  a  number  of  troops,  who 
had  not  been  engaged  the  day  before,  and,  though  still  too  weak  to 
assume  the  offensive,  we  awaited  without  apprehension  a  renewal  of 
the  attack. 

The  day  passed  without  any  demonstration  on  the  part  of  the  ene- 
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my,  "who,  from  the  reports  received,  was  •  expecting  the  arrival  of 
reinforcements.  As  we  could  not  look  for  a  material  increase  of 
strength,  and  the  enemy's  force  could  be  largely  and  rapidly  aug 
mented,  it  was  not  thought 'prudent  to  wait  until  he  should  be  ready 
again  to  offer  battle.  During  the  night  of  the  18th,  the  army  was 
accordingly  withdrawn  to  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac,  crossing 
near  Shepherdstown,  without  loss  or  molestation 

The  enemy  advanced  the  next  morning,  but  was  held  'in  check  by 
General  Fitzhugh  Lee  with  his  cavalry,  who  covered  our  movement 
with  boldness  and  success.  General  Stuart,  with  the.  main  body, 
crossed  the  Potomac  above  Shepherdstown  and  moved  up  the  river. 
The  next  day  he  recrossed  at  Williamsport.  and  took-  position  to 
operate  upon  the  right,  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  should  he  attempt  to 
follow  us. 

After  the  army  had  safely  reached  the  Virginia  shore,  with  such  of 
the  wounded  as  could  be  removed  and  all  its  trains,  General  Porter's 
corps,  with  a  number  of  batteries  and  some  cavalry,  appeared  on  the 
opposite  side. 

,  General  Pendleton  was  left  to  guard  the  ford  with  the  reserve  artil 
lery  and  about  six  hundred  infantry.  That  night  die  enemy  crossed 
the  river  above  General  Pendleton's  position,  and^iis  infantry  sup 
port  giving  way,  four  of  his  guns  were  taken.  A  considerable  force 
took  position  on  the  right  bank  under  cover  of  their  artillery,  on  the 
commanding'hills  on  the  opposite  side.  The  next  morning  General 
A.  P.  Hill  was  ordered  to  return  with  his  division  and  dislodge  them. 
Advancing  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery,  the  three  brigades  of 
Gregg,  Pender,  and  Archer,  attacked  the  enemy  vigorously  and  drove 
him  over  the  river  with  heavy  loss. 

The  condition  of  our  troops  now  demanded  repose,  ancj,  the  army 
marched  to  the  Opequan,  near  Martinsburg,  where  it  remained  several 
days,  and  then  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Bunker  Hill.and  Winchester. 

The  enemy  seemed  to  be  concentrating  in  and  near  Harper's  Ferry, 
but  made  no  forward  movement.  During  this  time  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad  was  destroyed  for  several  miles,  and  that  from  Winches 
ter  to  Harper's  Ferry  broken  up,  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
latter  place,  in  order  to  render  the  occupation  of  the  Valley  by  the 
•enemy  after  our  withdrawal  more  difficult. 

On  the  18th  October,  peneral  Stuart  was  ordered  to  cross  the  Po 
tomac  above  Williamsport,  with  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  cavalry, 
and  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  position  and  designs  of  the  enemy.  He 
was  directed,  if  practicable,  to  enter  Pennsylvania  and  do  all  in  his 
power  to  impede  and  embarrass  the  military  operations  of  the  enemy. 
This  order  was  executed  with  skill,  address,  and  courage.  General 
Stuart  passed  through  Maryland,  occupied  Chambersburg,  and 
destroyed  a  large  amount  of  public  property,  making  the  entire  cir-  ' 
cuit.of  General  McClellan's  army,  he  recrossed  the  Potomac  below 
Harper's  Ferry  without  loss. 

The  enemy  soon  afterwards  crossed  the  Potomac  east  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  and  advanced  southward,  seizing  the  passes  of  the 
mountains  as  he  progressed.  General  Jackson's  corps  was  ordered 
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to  take  position  on  the"  road  between  Berryville  and  Chariest-own,  to 
be  prepared  to  oppose  an  advance  from  Harper's  Ferry,  or  a  move 
ment  into'the  Shenandoah  Valley  from  the  east  side  of  the  mountains, 
while  at  the  same  time  he  would  threaten  the  flank  of  the  enemy- 
should  'he  continue  his  march  along  the  eastern  base  of  the  Blue 
Eidge.  One  division  of  Longstreet's  corps  was  sent  to  the  vicinity 
of  IJpperville  to  observe  the  enemy's  movements  in  front. 

About  th'e  last  of  October,  the  Federal  army  began  to  incline  east- 
wardly  from  the  mountains,  moving  in  the  direction  of  Warrenton, 
As  soon  as  this  intention  developed  itself,  Longstreet's  corps  was 
moved  across  the  Blue  Ridge,  and,  about  the  3d  of  November,  took 
position  at  Culpeper  Court-House,  while  Jackson  advanced  one  of 
his  divisions  to  the  east  side  of  the  Blue  Ridge. 

The  enemy  gradually  concentrated  about  Warrenton,  his  cavalry 
being  thrown  forward  beyond  the  Rappahannock,  in  tke  direction  of 
Culpeper  Court-House,  and  occasionally  skirmishing  with  our  own, 
which  was  closely  observing  his  movements. 

This  situation  of  aifairs  continued  without  material  .change  until 
about  the  middle  of  November,  when  the  movements  began,  which. 
resulted  in  the  winter  campaign  on  the  lower  Rappahannock. 

The  accompanying  return  of  the  Medical  Director  will  show  the 
extent  of  our  losses  in  the  engagements  mentioned. 

The  reports  of  the  different  commanding  officers  must  of  necessity 
be  referred  to  for  the  details  of  these  operations. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  names  of 
those  brave  officers  and  men,  who  are  particularly  mentioned  for 
Courage  and  good  conduct  by  their  commanders.  The  limit  of  this 
report  will  not  permit  me  t.o  do  more  than  renew  the  expression  of 
*niy  admiration  for  the  valor,  that  shrunk  from  no  peril,  and  the  forti 
tude  that  endured  every  j>rivation  without  a  murmur. 

I  must  also  refer  to  the- report  of  General  Stuart  for  the  particulars 
of  the  services  rendered  by  the  cavalry,  besides  those  to  which  I  have 
alluded.  It's  vigilance,  activity,  and  courage  were  conspicuous  and 
to  its  assistance  is  due,  in  a  great  measure,  the  success  of-  some  of 
the  most  important  and  delicate  operations  of  the  campaign. 

MOVEMENTS  ON  THE  LINE  OF   THE   RAPPAHANNOCK,   AND   BATTLE    AT 
FREDERICKSBURG,  DECEMBER  13TH,  1862. 
t  ' 

On  the  15th  November,  it  was  known  that  the  enemy  was  in  motion 
.towards  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad,  and  one  regiment  of 
infantry,  with  a  battery  of  light  artillery,  was  sent  to  reinforce  the  gar 
rison  at  Fredericksburg.  On  the  17th,  it  was  ascertained  that  Surn- 
ner's  corps  had  marched  from  Catlett's  Station,  in  the  direction  of 
.Falmouth,  and  information  was  also  received  that,  on  the  15th,  some 
Federal  gunboats  and  transports -had  entered  Acqiya  creek.  This 
looked  as  if  Fredericksburg  was  again  to  be  occupied,  and  McL.aws' 
and  Ransom's  divisions,  accompanied  by  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  brigade  of 
cavalry  and  Lane's  battery,  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  that  city. 
To  ascertain  mor-e  fully  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  General  Stuart 
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was  directed  to  cross  the  Rappahannock.  On  the  morning  of  the 
18th,  he  forced  a  passage  at  Warrenton  Springs,  in  the  face  of  a  regi 
ment  of  cavalry  and  three  pieces  of  artillery,  guarding  the  ford,  and 
reached  Warrenton  soon  after  the  last  of  the  enemy's  column  had 
left.  The  information  he  obtained  confirmed  the  previous  reports, 
and  it  was  clear  that  the  whole  Federal  army,  under  Major  General 
Burnside,  was  moving  towards  Fredericjcsburg.  On  the  morning  of  the 
the  19th,  therefore,  the  remainder  of  Longstreet's  corps  was  put  in  mo 
tion  for  that  point.  The  advance  of  General  Suniner  reached  Falmouth 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  17th,  and  attempted  to  cross  the  Rappahannock, 
but  was  driven  back  by  Colonel  Ball,  with  the  fifteenth  Virginia  cav 
alry,  four  companies  of  Mississippi  infantry  and  Lewis'  light  battery. 
On  the  21st,  it  became  apparent  that  General  Burnside  was  concen 
trating  his  whole  army  on  the  north  side  of  the  Rappahannock.  On  the 
same  day,  Geti'l  Sumner  summoned  the  corporate  authorities  of  Fred- 
ericksburg  to  surrender  the  place  by  five,  P.  M.,  and  threatened,  in  case 
of  refusal,  to  bombard  the  city  at  nine  o'clock,  next  morning.  The  weather 
had  been  tempestuous  for  two  days,  and  a  etorm  was  raging  at  the  time 
of  the  summons.  It  was  impossible  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the 
threat  to  shell  the  city,  as  it  was  completely  exposed  to  the  batteries 
on  the  Stafford  hills,  which  were  beyond  our  reach.  The  city  authori 
ties  were  informed  that  while  our  forces  would  not  use  the  place  for 
military  purposes,  its  occupation  by  the  enemy  would  be  resisted,  and 
directions  were  given  for  the  removal  of  the  women  and  children  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  The  threatened  bombardment  did  not  take  place; 
but  in  view  of  the  imminence  of  a  collision  between  the  two  armies 
the  inhabitants  were  advised  to  leave  the  city,  and  almost  the  entire 
population,  without  a  murmur,  abandoned,  their  homes.  History  pre 
sents  no  instance  of  a  people  exhibiting  a  purer  and  more  unselfish' 
patriotism,  or  a  higher  spirit  of  fortitude  and  courage,  than  was 
evinced  by  the  citizens  of  Fredericksburg.  •  They  cheerfully  incurred 
great  hardships  and  privations,  and  surrendered  their  homes  and 
property  to  destruction  rather  than  yield  them  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemies  of  their  country.  General  Burnside  now  commenced  his 
preparations  to  force  the  passage  of  the  Rappahannock  and  advance 
upon  Richmond.  When  his  army  first  began  to  move  towards  Fred 
ericksburg,  General  Jackson,  in  pursuance  of  instructions,  crossed 
the  Blue  Ridge,  and  placed  his  corps  in  the  vicinity  of  Orange  Court- 
House,  to  enable  him  more  promptly  to  to-operate  with  Longstreet. 
About  the  26th  November,  he  was  directed  to  advance  towards  Fred 
ericksburg,  and,  as  some  Federal  gunboats  had  appeared  in  the  river, 
at  Port  Royal,  and  it  was  possible  that  an  attempt  might  be  made  to 
cross  in  that  vicinity,  D.  H.  Hill's  division  was  stationed  near  that 
place,  and  the  rest  of  Jackson's  corps  so  disposed,  as  to  support  Hill 
or  Longstreet,  as  occasion  might  require.  The  fords  of  the  Rappa 
hannock  above. Fredericksburg  were  closely  guarded  by  our  cavalry, 
and  the  brigade  of  General  W.  H.  F.  Lee,  was  'stationed  near  Port 
Royal  to  watch  the  river  above  and  below.  On  the  28th,  General 
Hampton,  guarding  the  upper  Rappahannock,  crossed  to  make  a  re- 
sonnoisance  on  the  enemy's  right,  and,  proceeding  as  far  as  Dumfries 


99 

%nd  Occoquan,  encountered  and  dispersed  his  cavalry,  capturing  two 
squadrons  and  a  number  of  wagons.  About  the  same  time,  some  dis 
mounted  men  of  Beaie's  regiment,  Lee's  brigade,  crossed  in  boats 
below  Port  Royal,  to  observe  the  enemy's  left,  and  took  a  number  of 
prisoners.  On  the  oth  December,  General  D.  H.  Hill,  with  some  ot 
his  field  guns,  assisted  by  Major  Pelham,  of  Stuart's  horse  artillery, 
attacked  the  gunboats  at  Port  Royal,  and  caused  them,  to  retire. 
With  these  exceptions,  no-  important  movement  took  place,  but  it  bo- 
came  evident  that  the  advance  of  the  enemy  would  not  be  long  delayed 
The  interval  was  employed  in  strengthening  our  lines,  extending  from 
the  river  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  Fredericksburg  along  the 
rangje  of  hills  in  the  rear  of  the  city  to  the  Richmond  railroad.  AB 
these  hills  were  commanded  by  the  opposite  heights,  in  posses -ion  of 
the  enemy,  earth  works  were  constructed  upon  their  crest,  at  the 
most  eligible  positions  for  artillery.  These  positions* were  judiciously 
chosen  and  fortified,  under  the  direction  of  Brigadier  General  'Pen- 
dleton,  chief  of  artillery,  Cclon-el^  Cabell,  of  McLaws'  division,  Col 
onel  E.  P.  Alexander,  .and  Captain  S.  R.  Johnson,  of  the  engineers. 
To  prevent  gunboats  from  ascending  the  river  a  battery,  protected  by 
entrenchments,  was  placecUpn  the  bank,  about  four  miles  below  the 
city,  in  an  excellent  .-position,  selected  by  my  aid-de-camp,  Major 
Talcott.  '  The  plain  of  Fredericksburg  is'  so  completely  commanded 
by  the  Stafford  heights,  that  no  effectal  opposition  could  be  made  to 
the  construction  of  bridges  or  the  passage  of  the  river,  without  ex 
posing  our  troops  to  the  .destructive  fire  of  the  numerous  batteries 
of  the  enemy.  At  the  same  time,  the  narrowness  of  the  Rappahan- 
•nock,  its  winding  course  and  deep  bed,  prevented  opportunities  for 
laying  down  bridges  at  points  secure  from  the  fire  of  our  artillery, 
Our  position  was,  therefore,  selected  with  a  view  to  resist  the  enemy's 
advance  after  crossing,  and  the  river  was  guarded  only  by  a  force 
sufficient  to  impede  his  movements  until  the  army  could  be  conceii- 
trated.  + 

Before  dawn,. on  the  1 1th  December,  our  signal  guns  announced 
that  the  enemy  was  in  motion.  About  two,  A  M.,  he  commenced 
preparations  to  throw  two  bridges  over  the  Rappahannock,  opposite 
Fredericksburg,  and  one  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  below,  near  tie 
mouth  of  Deep  Run.  Two  regiments  of  Barksdale's  brigade,  McLaws' 
division,  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  Mississippi,  guarded  these 
poiritS,  the  former  assisted  by  the  .eighth  Florida,  of  Anderson's 
division,  being  at  the  upper.  The  rest  of  the  brigade,  with  the  third 
Georgia  regirnen.fr,  also  of  Anderson's  division,  was  held  in  reserve  in 
the  city.  From  daybreak  until  four,  P.  M.,  the  troops,  sheltered  be 
hind  the  houses  on  the  river  bank,  repelled  the  repeated  efforts  of  the 
^eriemy  to  lay  his  bridges  opposite  the  town,  driving  back  his  working 
parties,  and  their  supports,  with  great  slaughter.  At  the  lower  point 
where  there  was  no  such  protection,  the  enemy  was  successfully  re 
sisted  until  nearly  noon,  when,  being  greatly  exposed  tp  the  fire  of  the 
batteries  on  the  opposite  heights,  and  a  superior  force  of  infantry  on 
the  river  banks,  our  troops  were  withdrawn,  and  about  one,  P.  M., 
the  bridge  was  completed.  Soon  afterwards  one  hundred  and  fifty 
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pieces  of  artillery  opened  a  furious  fire  upon  the  city,  causing  our 
troops  to  retire  from  the  river  bank,  about  four.  P.  M.  The  enemy 
tlien  crossed  in  boats,  and  proceeded  rapidly  to  lay  down  the  bridges. 
His  advance  into  the  town  was  bravely  resisted  until  dark,  when  our 
troops  were  recalled,  the  necessary  time  for  concentration  having  beer- 
gained. 

During  the  night  and  the   succeeding  day, ^  the  "enemy  crossed  in 
';irge  numbers  at  and  below  the  town,  secured  from  material  interrup- 
.ion  by  a  dense  fog.     Our  artillery   could  only  be  used  with  effect 
•"hen  the  occasional  clearing  of  the  mist  rendered  his  columns  visible. 
His  batteries,  on  the  Stafford  heights,  fired  at  intervals  upon  oar  posi 
tion,  Longstrect's  corps  constituted  our  left,  with  Anderson's  division 
resting  upon  the  river,  and  those  of  McLaws,  Pickett,  and  Hood  ex 
tending  to  the  right,  in  the-order  named.  Ransom's  division  supported 
•lie  batteries  on  I\Iarye's  and  Willis'  hills,  at  the  foot  of  which  Cobb'a 
Brigade,  of  McLaws'  division,  and  the  twenty-fourth  North  Carolina, 
of  Ransom's  brigade,  were  stationed,  protected  by  a  stone-wall.     The 
immediate  care  of  this  point  was  committed  to  General  Ransom.    The 
Washington  Artillery,  under  Colonel  Walton,  occupied. the  redoubts 
on  the  cres't  of  Marye's  hill,  and  those  on^he  heights  to  the  right  and 
left,  were  held  by  part  of  the  reserve  artillery,.  Colonel  E.    P.   Alex 
ander's  battalion,  and   the  .division  batteries  of  Anderson,  *  Ransom, 
and  McLaws.     A.  P.  Hill,   of  Jackson's  corps,   was  posted   between 
Hood's  right  and  Hamilton's  Crossing,  on  the  railroad.     His  front  line, 
Consisting  of  the  brigades  of  Fender,  Lane,  and  Archer,  occupied  the 
•:-dge  of  a  wood.     Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker,   \\ith  fourteen   pieces, 
;'  artillery,  was  posted  near  the  right,  supported  by  the  fortieth  and 
hirty-fifth   Virginia   regiments,  of  Field's  brigade,  commanded    by 
.'olonel  Brockenbrough.     Lane's  brigade,  thrown  forward  in  advance 
of  the  general  line,  held  the  woods,  which  here  projected  into  the  open 
ii'ound..    Thomas'  brigade  was  stationed  behind  the  interval  between 
Lane  and  Fender,  and  Gregg's  in  rear  of  that,  between  Lane  and  Archer. 
These  two  brigades,  ^ with   the   forty-seventh   Virginia  regiment  and 
,-renty- second    Virginia   battalion,    of   Field's    brigade,    constituted 
general  Hill's  reserve.     Early's  and  Taliaferro's   divisions  composed 
Jackson's  second  line — D.  II.  Hill's  division  his  reserve.   His  artillery 
was  distributed  along  his  line  in  the  most  eligible  positions  so  as  to 
command  the  open  ground  in  front.     General  Stuart,  with  two  brig 
ades  of  cavalry  and  hi-s  horse  artillery,  occupied  the  plain  on  Jacts'on's 
right,  extending  to  Massaponax  creek. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 3th,  the  plain  on  which  the  Federal  army 
lay  was  still  enveloped  in  fog,  making  it  impossible  to  discern  its  ope 
rations.  At  an  early  hour,  the  "batteries  on  the  heights  of 'Stafford 
'began  to  play  upon  Longstreet's  position.  Shortly  after  nine,  A.  Mi, 
the  partial  rising  of  the  mist  disclosed  a  large  force  moving  in  line  of 
battle  against  Jackson.  Dense  masses  appeared  in  front  of  A.  P. 
Hill,  stretching  far  up  the  river,  in  the  direction  of  Frederieksburg. 
AS  they  advanced,  Major  Pelham,  of  Stuart's  horse  artillery,  who  was 
stationed  near  tie  Port  Royal  road  with  one  section,  opened  a  rapid  au*i 
well  directed  enfilade  fire,  which  arrested  their  progress.  Four  bat- 
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teries  immediately  turned  upon  him,  but  he  Sustained  their  heavy  firr 
with  the  unflinching  courage  that  ever  distinguished  him.  'Upon  his 
withdrawal,  the  enemy  extended  his  left  down  the  Port  Royal  road, 
and  his  numerous  batteries  opened  with  vigor  upon  Jackson's^  line. 
Eliciting  no  response,  his  in£antry  moved  forward  to  seize  the  position 
occupied  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker.  The  latter  reserving  his 
lire  until  their  line  had  approached  within  less  than  eight  hundred 
yards,  opened  upon  it  with'  such  destructive  effect  as  to  cause  it  to 
waver,  and  soon  to  retreat  in  confusion. 

About  one,  P.  M.,  the  main  attack  on  the  right  began  by  a  furious 
cannonade,  under  cover  of  which  three  compact  lines  of  infantry  ad 
vanced  against  Hill's  front.  They  were  received  as 'before  by  our 
batteries,  by  whose  fine  they  were  momentarily  checked,  but  soon  re 
covering,  they  pressed  forward,  until  coming  within  range  of  our 
infantry,  the  contest  became  fierce  and  bloody.  Archer  and  Lane 
repulsed  those  portions  of  the  line  immediately  in  front  of  them ;  but 
before  the  interval  between  these  commands  could  be  closed,  the  enemy 
pressed  through  in  overwhelming  numbers,  and  turned  the  left  of 
Archer  and  the  right  of  Lane.  Attacked  in  front  and  flank,  two  regi 
ments  of  the  former  and  th$  brigade  of  the  latter,  after  a  brave  and 
obstinate  resistance,  gave  way.  Archer  held  his  line  with  the  first 
Tennessee,  and,  with  the  fifth  Alabama  battalion,  assisted  by  the  forty- 
seventh  Virginia,  regiment  and  the  twenty-second  Virginia  battalion, 
continued  the  struggle- until  the  arrival  of  reinforcements.  Thomas 
came  gallantly  to  the  relief  of  Lane,  and,  joined  by  the  seventh  and 
part  of  the  eighteenth  North  Carolina,  of  that  brigade,  repulsed  tho% 
column  that  had  broken  Lane's  line,  and  drove  it  back  to  the  railroad. 
In  the  meantime,  a  large  force  had  penetrated  {he  wood  as  far  as  Hill's 
reserve,  and  encountered  Gregg's  brigade.  The  attack  was  so  sudden 
and  unexpected  that  Orr's  rifles,  mistaking  the  eneijy  for  our  own 
troops  retiring,  were  thrown  into  confusion.  While  in  the  act'of  ral 
lying  them,  that  brave  soldier  and  true  patriot,  Brigadier  Genera! 
Maxey  Gregg  fefl,  mortally  wounded.  Colonel  Hamilton,  upon  whom 
the  command  devolved,  with  the  four  remaining  regiments  of  the 
brigade  and  one  company  of  the  rifles,  met  the  enemy  firmly  and 
checked  his  further  progress.  The  second  line'was  advancing  to  the 
support  of  the  first.  Lawton's  brigade,  of  Early's  division,  under 
Colonel  Atkinson,  first  encountered  the  enemy,  quickly  followed  on 
the  right  and  left  by  the  brigades  of  Trimble,  under  Colonel  Hoke, 
and  Early,  under  Colonel  Walker.  Taliaferro's  division  moved  for 
ward  at  the  same  time  on  Early's  left,  and  his  right  regiment,  the 
second  Virginia,,  belonging  to  Paxton's  brigade,  joined  in  the  attack. 
The  contest  in  the  woods  was  short 'and  decisive.  The  "enemy  was* 
quickly  routed  and  driven  out  with  loss,  and,  though  largely  reinforced, 
he  was  forced  back,  and  pursued  to  the  shelter  of  the  railroad  embank 
ment.  Here  he  was  gallantly  charged  by  the  brigades  of  Hoke  and 
Atkinson,  and  driven  across  the  plain  to  his  batteries.  Atkinson,  con 
tinuing  the  pursuit  too  far,  his  flank  became  exposed,  and,  at  the  same 
ti&ie,  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  was  directed  against  his 
front.  Its  ammunition  becoming  exhausted,  and  Colonel  Atkinson 
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being   severely,    and   Captain    Law  ton,    adjutant   general,    mortally 
wounded, 'the  brigade  was  compelled  to  fail  back   to  the  main  body, 
now  occupying  our  original  line  t>f  battle,  with   detachments   tl^'own 
forward  to  the  railroad.     The  attack  on*  Hill's   left  was  repulsed  by 
the  artillery  on  that  part  of  the  line,  against  which  the  enemy  directed 
a  hot  fire  from  twenty-four  guns.       One  brigade  advanced   up   Deep 
run,  sheltered  by  its  banks  from  our  batterie^s,  but  was  charged  and 
put  to  flight  by  the  sixteenth  North  Carolina,  of  Fender's  brigade,  as 
sisted  by  the  fifty-fourth  and  fifty-seventh  North   Carolina,  of  Law's 
brigade,  Hood's  division.     The  repulse  of  the  enemy  on  our  right' was 
decisive,  and  the  attack  was  not  renewed,  but  his  batteries  kept  up  an 
active  fire  at  intervals,  and  sharpshooters  skirmished  along  the  front 
during  the  rest  of  the  afternoon.     While  these  events  were  transpir 
ing  on  our  right,  the  enemy,  in  formidable   numbers,  made  repeated 
and  desperate  assaults  upon  the  left  of  our  line.       About  eleven,  A. 
M.,  having  massed  his  troops,  under   cover  of  the   houses  of  Freder- 
icksburg,  he  moved  forward  in  strong  columns  to  seize  Marye's  and 
Willis'  hills.     General  Hansom  advanced  Cook's  brigade  to  the  top  of 
the  hill,  and  placed  his  own,  with  the  exception  of  the  twenty-fourth 
North  Carolina,  a  short  distance  in  the  r oar.     All  the  batteries  on  the 
Stafford  heights  directed  their  fire  upon  the  positions  occupied  by  our 
artillery,  with  a  view  to  silence  it,  and   cover  the  movement  of  the 
infantry.     Without  replying  to  this  furious,  cannonade,  our  batteries 
poured  a  rapid  and  destructive  fire  into  the  dense  lines  of  the  enemy 
as  they  advanced  to  the  attack,  frequently  breaking  their  ranks,  and 
forcing  them  to  retreat  to  the  shelter  of  the  houses.     Six  times  did 
the  enemy,  notwithstanding  the  havoc  caused  by  our  batteries,  press 
on  with  great  determination,  to  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  foot 
of  the  hill;  but  here  encountering  the  deadly  fire  of  our  infantry,  his 
columns  were  broken,  and  fled  in  confusion  to  the  town.     In  the  third 
assault,  the  brave  and  lamented  Brigadier  General  Thomas  R.  R.  Cobb 
fell  at  the  head  of  his  gallant  troops,  and  almost  at  the  same  moment 
Brigadier  General  Cook  was  borne  from  the  field,  severely  wounded. 
Fearing  that  Cobb's  brigade  might  exhaust  its  ammunition,  General 
Longstreet  had  directed  General  Kershaw  to  take  tr/o  regiments  to  its 
support.     Arriving  after  the  fall  of  General  Cobb,  he  assumed  com 
mand,  his  troops  taking  position  on  the  crest  and   at  the  foot  of  the 
hill,  to  which  point  General  Ransom  also  advanced  three  other  regi 
ments.     The  Washington  Artillery,  which  had  sustained  the  heavy  fire 
of  artillery  and  infantry  with  unshaken   steadiness,   and  contributed 
much  to  the  .repulse  of  the  enemy,  having  exhausted  its  ammunition, 
was  relieved  about  four,  P.  M.,  by  Colonel  Alexander's  battalion.     The* 
latter  occupied  the  position  durihg  the  rest  of  the  •  engagement,  and 
by  its  well  directed  fire,  rendered  great  assistance   in  repelling  the 
assaults  made  in  the  afternoon,   the'  last   of  which   occurred   shortly 
before  dark.     This  effort  met  the  fate  of  those  that   preceded  it,  and 
when  night  closed  in,  the  shattered  masses  of  the  enemy  had  disap 
peared  in  the  town,  leaving  the  field  covered  with  dead  and  wounded. 
Anderson's  division  supported  the  batteries  on  Longstreet's  left,  and 
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though  not  engaged,  was  exposed  throughout  the  day  to  a  hot  artil 
lery  fire,  which  it  sustained  with  steady  courage. 

During  the  night,  our  lines  were  strengthened  by  the  construction 
of  earth  works  at  exposed  .points,  and  preparations  made  to  receive 
the  enemy  next  day.  The  14th,  however,  passed  without  a  renewal 
of  the  attack.  The  enemy's  batteries  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
played  upon  our  lines  at  intervals,  our  own  firing  but  little.  The 
sharpshooters  on  each  side  skirmished  occasionally  along  the  front. 

On  the  15th,  the.  enemy  still  retained  his  position,  apparently 
ready  for  battle  ;  but  the  day  passed  as  the  preceding. 

The  attack  on  the  13th  had  been  so  easily  repulsed,  and  by  so 
small  a  part  of  our  army,  that  it  was  not  supposed  the  enemy  would  limit 
his  efforts. to  one  attempt,  which,  in  view  of  the  magnitude  of  his 
preparations,  and  the  extent  of  his  force,  seemed  to  be  comparatively 
insignificant.  Believing,  therefore,  that  he  would  attack  us,  it  was 
not  deemed  expedient  to  lose  the  .advantages  of  our  position-,  and  ex 
pose  the  troops  to  the  fire  of  his  inaccessible  batteries  beyond  the 
river,  by  advancing  against  him/  But  we  were  necessarily  ignorant 
of  the  extent  to  which  he  had  suffered,  and  only  became  aware  of  it, 
when,  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  it  was  discovered  that  lie  had 
availed  himself  of  the  darkness  of  night,  and  the  prevalence  of  a 
violent  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  to  recross  the  river.  The  town  was 
immediately  reoccupied,  and  our  positions  on  the  river  bank  re 
sumed. 

In  the  engagement,  more  than  nine  hundred  prisoners,  and  nine 
thousand  stand  of  arms  were  taken.  A  large  quantity  of  ammuni 
tion  was  found  in  Fredericksburg.  The.  extent  of  our  casualties  will 
appear  from  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Medical  Director. 

W'e  have  again *to  deplore  the  loss  of  valuable  lives.  In  Brigadier 
Generals  Gregg  and  Cobb  the  Confederacy  has  lost  two  of  its  noblest 
citizens,  and  the  army,  two  of  its  bjavest  and  most  distinguished  offi 
cers.  The  country  consents  to  the  sacrifice  of  such  men  as  these, 
and  the  gallant  soldiers  who  fell  with  them,  only  to  secure  the  inestima 
ble  blessing  they  died  to  obtain.  The  troops  displayed,  at  Fredericks- 
burg,  in  a  high  degree,  the  spirit  and  courage  that*  distinguished  them 
throughout  the  campaign,  while  the  calmness  and  steadiness  with 
which  orders  were  obeyed,  and  manoeuvres  executed,  in  the  midst  of 
"battle,  evinced  the  discipline  of  a  veteran  army.  The  artillery  ren 
dered  efficient  service  on  every  part  of  the  field,  and  greatly  assisted 
in  the  defeat  of  the  enemy.  The  batteries  were  exposed  to  an  unu 
sually  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry,  which  officers  and  men 
•sustained  with  a  coolness  and  courage  worthy  of  the  highest  praise. 
Those  on  our  right  being  without  defensive  works,  suffered  more  se 
verely. 

Among  those  who  fell  was  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman,  first  regi 
ment  Virginia  artillery,  who  was  mortally  wounded  while  bravely 
discharging  his  duty. 

To  the  vigilance,  boldness  and  energy  ?of  General  .Stuart  and  his 
cavalry,  is  chiefly  due  the  early  and  valuable  information  of  the 
movements  of  the  enemy..  His  reconnoissances  frequently  extended 


44 

within  the  Federal  lines,  resulting  in  skirmishes  and  engagements, 
in  which  the  cavalry  was  greatly  distinguished.  In  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg,  the  cavalry  effectually  guarded  our  right,  annoying 
the  enemy  and  embarrassing  his  movements,  by  hanging  on  his  flank 
and  attacking,  when  opportunity  occurred.  The  nature  of  the  ground 
and  the  relative  positions  of  the  armies  prevented  them  from  doing 
more. 

To  Generals  Longstreet  and  Jackson  great  praise  is  due  for  the 
disposition  and  management  of  their  respective  corps.  Their  quick 
perception  enabled  them  to  discover  the  projected  assaults  upon  their 
positions,  and  their  ready  skill  to  devise  the  best  means  to  resist 
them.  Besides  their  services  in  the  field,  which  every  battle  of  the 
campaign,  from  Richmond  to  Fredericksburg  has  served  to  illustrate, 
I  am  also  indebted  to  them  for  valuable  counsel,  both  as  regards  the 
general  operations  of  the  army,  and  the  execution  of  the  particular 
measures 'adopted/ 

To  division  and  brigade  commanders,  I  must  also  express  my  thanks, 
for  the  prompt,  intelligent  and  determined  manner  in  which  they  ex 
ecuted  their  several  parts 

To  the  officers  of  the  general  staff,  Brigadier  General  R.  II.  Chil- 
ton,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  assisted  by  Major  Peyto%;  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel  Corley, chief  quartermaster;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cole, 
chief  commissary  ;  surgeon  Guild,  medical  director,  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  B.  G.  Baldwin,  chief  of  ordnance,  were  committed  the  care 
of  their  respective  departments,  and  the  charge  of  supplying  the  de 
mands  upon  each.  They  were  always  in  the  field, ., anticipating  as  far 
as  possible,  the  wants  of  the»troops. 

My  personal  staff  were  unremittingly  engaged  in  conveying  and 
bringing  information  from  all  parts  of  the  field.  'Colonel  Long  was 
particularly  useful  before  and  during  the  battle,  in  posting  and  secur 
ing  the  artillery,  in  which  he  was-untiringly  aided  by  Captain  S.  R. 
Johnson,  of  the  provisional  engineers  ;  Majors  Talcott  and  Yenable, 
in  examining  the  ground  and  the  approaches  of  the  enemy;  Majors 
Taylor  and  Marshall,  in  communicating  orders  and  intelligence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant,          * 

R.  E.  LEE,  General: 


TO 


GENERAL  LEE'S  REPORT 

Of  the  Operations  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA,  > 
June  24,  1862.          \ 
GENERAL  ORDERS ) 
No.  76.  5 

I.  General  Jackson's  command- will  proceed  to-morrow  from  Ash 
land  towards  the  Slash  Church,  and  encamp  at  some  convenient  point 
west  of  -the  Central  railroad.  Branch's  brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill's 
division,  will  also,  to-morrow  evening,  take  position  on  the  Chicka- 
liominy,  near  Half  Sink.  At  three  o'clock,  Thursday  morning,  26th 
instant,  General  Jackson  will  advance  on  the  road  leading  to  Pale 
Green  Church,  communicating  his  march  to  General  Branch,  who  will 
immediately  cross  the- Chickahominy,  and  take  the  road  leading  to 
Mechanicsville.  As  soon  as  the  movements  of  these  columns  are  dis- 
cov.ered,  General  A.  P.  Hill,  with  the  rest  of  his  division,  will  cross 
the  Chickahominy  near  Meadow  Bridge,  and  move  direct  upon  Mechan- 
ics-ville.  To  aid  his  advance,  the  heavy  batteries  on  the  Chickahominy 
will,  at  the  proper  time,  open  .upon  the  batteries  at  Mechanicsville. 
The  enemy  being  driven  from  Mechanicsville,  and  the  passage  across 
the  bridge  opened,  General  Longstreet,  with  his  division  ,and  that  of 
General  D.  H.  Hill,  will  cross  the  Chickahominy  at  or  near  that  point — 
General  D.  H.  Hill  moving  to  the  support  of  General  Jackson,  and 
General  Longstreet  supporting  General  A.  P.  Hill — 4he  four  divis 
ions  keeping  in  communication  with  each  other,  and  moving  in  echelon 
on  separate  roads,  if  practicable  ;  the  left  division  in  advance,  with 
'skirmishers  and  sharpshooters  extending  in  their  front,  will  sweep 
down  the  Chickahominy  and  endeavor  to  drive  the  enemy  from  his 
position  above  New  Bridge,  General  Jackson^  bearing  well  to  his  left, 
turning  Beaver  Dam  Creek,  and  taking  the  direction  towards  Cold 
Harbor.  They  will  then  press  forward  towards  York  River  railroad, 
closing  upon  the  enemy's  rear  and  forcing  him,' down  the  Chicka 
hominy.  Any  advance  of  the  enemy  towards  Richmond  will  be  pre 
vented  by  vigorously  following  his  rear,  and  crippling  and  arresting 
his  progress. 
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•II.  The  divisions  under  Generals  Huger  and.  Magruder,  will  hold 
their  positions  in  front  of  the  enemy  against  attack,  and  make  such 
demonstrations,  Thursday,  as  to  discover  his  operations.  Should  op 
portunity  offer,  the-feint  will  be  converted  iifto  a  real  attack,  and 
should  an  abandonment  of  his  entrenchments  by  the  enemy  be  dis 
covered,  he  will  be  closely  pursued. 

HI.  The  third  Virginia  cavalry  will  observe  the  Charles  City  road. 
The  fifth  Virginia,  the  first  North  Carolina,  and  the  Hampton  Legion 
cavalry  will  observe  the  Darbytown,  Varina,  and  Osborne  roads. 
Should  a  movement  of  the  enemy,  down  the  Chickahominy,  be  dis- 
covered^  they  will  close  upon  his  flank,  and  endeavor  to  arrest  his 
march. 

IV.  General  Stuart,  with  the  first,    fourth,    and   ninth  Virginia 
cavalry,  the  cavalry  of  Cobb's  Legion  and  the  Jeff  Davis  Legion,  will 
cross  the  Chickahominy,  to-morrow,  and  take  position  to    the  left  of 
General  Jackson's  line  of  march.     The  main  body  will  be   held  in 
reserve,  with  scouts  well  .extended  to  the  front  and  left.     General 
Stuart  will  keep  General  Jackson  informed  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  on  his  left,  and  will  co-operate  with  him  in  his  advance.     The 
sixteenth  Virginia  cavalry,  Colonel  Davis,  will   remain  on   the  Nine 
Mile  road. 

V.  General  Ransom's  brigade,  of  General  Holmes'  command,  will 
be  placed  in  reserve  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  by  General  Huger,  to 
whom  he  will  report  for  orders. 

VI.  Commanders  of  divisions  will  cause  their  commands  to  be  pro 
vided  with  three  days  cooked  rations.     The  necessary  ambulances  and 
ordnance  trains  will  be  ready  to  accompany  the  divisions,  and  receive 
orders  from  their  respective   commanders.     Officers  in   charge   of  all 
trains  will  invariably  remain  with  them.     Batteries  and  wagons  will 
keep  on  the  right  of  the  road.     The  chief  engineer,  Major  Stevens, 
will  assign  engineer  officers  to  each  division,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to 
make  provision  for  overcoming  all  difficulties  to   the   progress   of  the 
troops.     The  staff  departments  will  give  the  necessary  instructions  to 
facilitate  the  movements  herein  directed. 

By  command  of  General  Lee, 

R.  II.  CHILTON, 

A.  A.   General. 
Official : 

T.  M.   B*  TALCOTT, 

Major  and  Aid-de~Camp. 


HEADQUARTER^  ARMY  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA,  > 
August  19,  1863.          5 

SPECIAL  ORDER  > 
No.  185.      ^     5 

I.  General  Longstreet's  command,  constituting  the  right  wing  of 
the  army,  will  cross  the  Rapidan  at  Raccoon  ford,  and  move  in  the  di- 
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rection  of  Culpeper  Court  House.  General  Jackson's  command,  con 
stituting  the'  left  wing,  will  cross  at  Summerville  ford,  and  move  in 
the  same  direction,  keeping  on  the  left  of  General  Longstreet.  Gen 
eral  Anderson's  division  will  cross  at  Summerville  ford,  follow  the 
route  of  General  Jackson,  and  act  in  reserve.  The  battalion  of  light 
artillery,  under  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee,  will  take,  the  same  route.  The 
cavalry,  under  General  Stuart,  will  cross  at  Morton's  ford,  pursue  the 
route  by  Stevensburg  to  Rappahannock  -Station,  destroy  the  railroad 
bridge,  cut  the  enemy's  communications,  telegraph  line,  and,  operat 
ing  towards  Culpeper  Court  House,  will  take  position  on  General 
Longstreet's  right 

II.  The  commanders  of  each  wing  will  designate  the  reserve  for 
their  commands.     Medical  and  ammunition  wagons  will   alone  follow 
the  troops  across  the  Rapidan.     The  baggage  and  supply  trains  will 
be  p-arked  under  their  respective   officers,  in  secure  positions  on  the 
south  side,  so  as  not  to  embarrass  the  different  roads. 

III.  Cooked  rations  for  three  days  will  be  carried  in  the  haversacks 
of  the  men,  and  provision   must  be  made   for   foraging,  the  animals. 
Straggling  from  the  ranks  is  strictly  prohibited,  and  commanders  will 
make  arrangements  to  secure  and  punish  the  offenders. 

IV.  The  movements  herein  directed  will  commence  to-morrow,  20th 
instant,  at  dawn  of  day. 

By  command  of  General  R.  E.  Lee; 

A.  P.  MASON,  A.  A.  G. 
Official : 

CHARLES  MARSHALL,  Major  and  A.  D.  C.     $ 

* 

[4.] 

HEADQUARTERS  CRENSHAW'S  FARM,  August '19,  1862. 
General  J.  E.  B.  STUART, 

Commanding  cavalry  : 

GENERAL  :  I  desire  you  to  rest  your  men  to-day,  refresh  your  horsesy 
prepare  rations,  and  everything  for  the  march  to-morrow.  Get  what  in 
formation  you  can  of  fords,  roads  and  position  of  enemy,  so  that  your 
march  can  be  made  understandingly  and  with  vigo*.  I  send  to  you 
Captain  Mason,  an  experienced  bridge  builder,  &c.,  whom  1  think  will 
be  able  to  aid.you  in  the  destruction  of  the  bridge,  &c.  When  that 
is  accomplished,  or  when  in  train  of  execution,  as  circumstances  per 
mit,  I  wish  you  to  operate  back  towards  Culpeper  Court  House,  creat 
ing  such  confusion  and  consternation  as  you  can,  without  unnecessa 
rily  exposing  your  men,  till  you  feel  Longstreet's  right.  Take  posi 
tion  there  on  his  right,  and  hold  yourself  in  reserve,  and  act  as  cir 
cumstances  may  rtquire.  I  wish*  to  know  during  the  day  how  you 
proceed  in  your  preparations.  They  will  require  the  personal  atten 
tion  of  all  your  officers.  The  last  reports  from  the  signal  stations 
yesterday  evening,  were  that  the  enemy  was  breaking  up  h|s  princi 
pal  encampments,  and  moving  in  direction  of  Culpeper  Court  House. 
Very  respectfully,  &c. 

R.  E.  LEE,  Gne-al. 
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• 

[B.] 

HEADQUARTERS,  19th  August,  1S6°2,  4  3-4,  P.  M. 

General  J.  E.  B.  STUART, 

Commanding  cavalry  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  just  returned  from  Clarke's  mountain.  The  ^n- 
erny,  as  far  as  I  can  discover,  is  retreating  on  the  road  to  Fredericks- 
burg.  His  route  is  certainly  north  of  Stevensburg,  and  is  thought 
to  be  through  Brandy  Station,  over  the  Rappahannock,  by  Kelley's 
ford.  You  will,  therefore,  have  to  bear  well  to  your  right  after  cross 
ing  the  Rapidan,  unless  you  can  get  other  information.  I  propose  to 
start  the  troops  at  the  rising  of  the  moon  to-morrow  morning,  which 
will  give  the  men  and  horses  a  little  rest;  and  I  believe  we  shall  make 
more  than  by  starting  at  night.  It  is  so  late  now,  that  they  could 
not  get  off  before.  The  order  for  to-morrow  you  will  consider  modi 
fied  as  above.  If  you  can  get  information  of  the  route  of  the  enemy, 
you  will  endeavor  to  cut  him- off,  otherwise,  make  for  Kelly's  ford 
over  the  Rappahannock.  Send  back  all  information  you  can  gather. 
I  shall  cross  at  Summerville  ford,  and  follow  in  the  route  of  the 
troops  towards  Brandy  Station.  If  you  can  get  off  earlier  than  the 
time  I  have  appointed,  to  advantage,  do  so. 

.     Very  respectfully,  &c.,. 

R.  E.  LEE.  General. 
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LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  at  Cedar  Run  Mountain,  August  9,  1862. 


HKGIMBNT. 

BRIGADE. 

DIVISION. 

KILLED. 

WOGHDED. 

TOTAL. 

Wiuder'a 

tJackeon'a 

1 

7 

8- 

4th   Virginia 

3 

6 

9 

5th    Virginia.    .         ..          

i 

t 

3 

20 

23 

< 

( 

3 

3 

33rd   Virginia  . 

I 

t 

15 

15 

Button  en                             .  ..." 

I 

{ 

3 

3 

21i*t  Virginia               

Jones' 

i 

37 

85 

12-2 

42od  Virginia                       .     . 

( 

36 

71 

107 

48th   Virginia         

u 

( 

18 

44 

62 

K 

i 

10 

In 

30th    Virginia             

Taliaferro's, 

i 

6 

37 

43 

23nl   Virginia 

|u 

3 

15 

18 

r>7th    Virginia    '    

^.    • 

< 

12 

7fi 

88 

47th  Alabama 

Cl 

j 

12 

88 

48th  Alabama          

u 

i 

12        \ 

61 

2nd  Louisiana 

Starkb's 

t  ' 

5 

5 

9r.h  Louisiana         .£.  . 

( 

2 

4 

6 

10th  Louisiana 

u 

i 

2 

5 

7    • 

1Mb  Louisiana  

n 

c 

2 

14th  Louisiana 

it 

t 

1 

g 

4 

6lh  Louisiana     

I 

1 

9 

10 

Ilampden  artillery 

•              I 

2 

2 

7th  Virginia  cavalry  

17tli   Virginia  battalion 

B. 

( 

i 

16 
2 

13 
3 

Maj   Andrews  chief  of  artillery 

1 

1 

13th   Virginia       .     . 

Early's 

E  well's 

2 

32 

34 

25th    \  irginia 

1 

24 

25 

31st    Virginia         

u 

i 

3 

17 

20    • 

52ud  Virginia 

u 

t   i 

3 

10 

13 

58th   Virginia       

(t 

i 

2 

28 

30 

12th   Georgia    . 

Trimble's 

7 

33 

4'^ 

2fc?t    Worth  Carolina  

4 

2 

15tB   Alabama  

ii 

C 

3 

33rd   North    Carolina 

Branch's 

A     P     HtH's 

6 

30 

36 

7th  North  Carolina 

u 

I 

1 

2 

28i  h  North  <.  Carolina  

<s 

i, 

Q 

26       «> 

29 

37ih  North   Carolina.                .    . 

i 

13 

15 

38th  North  C.-.rolina 

ii 

%      1 

13 

11 

1st  Tennessee  

.archer'i} 

i 

4 

20 

24 

7th  Tennessee  ..   .. 

i 

4 

30 

34 

14th   Tennessee.... 

<t 

( 

3 

31 

84 

5t,h  Ainbama   battalion   

.1 

1 

8 

9 

19th  Georgia  

Tbomab' 

4 

27 

31 

45th  Georgia  

i 

7 

41 

48 

49th  Georgia.   . 

u 

, 

9 

41 

50 

14th  Georgia. 

14 

i  • 

4 

24 

'    28 

65thiVtrgiiiia.  ...'...  -.   , 

it 

2 

2 

40ih    Virginia 

iv 

t 

4 

4 

2ud  Virginia  battalion.   . 

U 

( 

7 

7 

Purcell's  battery..   . 

|| 

2 

12 

14 

Total  





~~!^~ 

1,017 

~T^Vo~ 

Official  copy  of  report  of  Medical  Director  Guild. 

CHARLES  MARSHALL, 
4  Major  and  A.  I).   C. 
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LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  in   various  minor  engagements  at  or 
Manossas,  and' elsewhere,   1862. 


•  Regiment. 

Brigade. 

Division,     i  Killed. 

\Vcnnde^. 

Tot  al  . 

Nimfi  and  Date  of  En 
gagement. 

Holcomb  Legion... 
17th  3    c 

Evans', 
u 

Loi-gstreet'e. 
(t    ' 

Stuart's, 

.  '          u 
a 

11    . 

K 

7 
1 
4 

7 
8 

25 

3 

2'2 
20 

14 
10 

32 
4 
26 
27 
22 
10 

1 

5 
9 
1 

i 

2 

1 
1 

2 
4 
1 

34 
11 

9 
1 

8 

9 
6 

39 

Kappahanuock,  Aug.  23. 

(1                                      U 
(C                                      !< 

Freeman's  Ford,  Aug.  23 
Rappahannock,  Aug..  21. 

Brandy  Station,  Aug.  29. 

Fauquier  Springs,  Aug.  23 

Ofttletll  Station,  Aug.  23. 
Waterloo  Bridge,  Aug  25, 
Bristoe  Station",  Any.  28. 
Dudley  Mills}  ^«g.  28. 
Bull  Run.  Aug.  31. 
\  Manaf»eap,  Aug.  SO. 
'}  Leesbure-,  Va  ,  Sept.  2. 
S  Poolesvllle,  Md.,Bept  8, 
?  Jeffereon,  Md  ,  Bept.  13, 
Poolesville,  Md.,  Sept.  8. 
Crampton  Gap,  Sept.  14.* 
In  a  raid  in  December. 
Frederic  kubiirg,  Dec. 

In  various  engngemcii:  5 

18i  h  8.  C 

2'2d  S.  C  
Wa^h   Artillery 

6th  Texu*  
Ash  by  Artillery  
6th  Va.  Cavalry  
7;h  Vft.  Cavalry  
12th   Va    Cavalry.. 
2  !  Va.  Cavalry  
Glh  Vii.   C/.v.ilry... 
l'2tb  Va.  Cavalrv... 
6th  V:i.  Cavalry  
6t»h  Va.  Cavalry  
2d  Va.  Caval  r  v  
12th  Va.  Cavalrv..  . 
17th  V;«.  Cavalry..  . 

2d  Va.  Cavalry  
2d  Va.  Cavalry  

12'  h  Va.  Cavalry... 
2d  Va.  Cavalry  
l*i,  2d  and  5!li  Cav. 
4th  Va  Cavalrv  
Inth  and  9th  Va.  C. 
Harvy's  Artillery.. 

Hood's, 
Robertson's, 

11 
I    " 

« 

11 
Fitz    Lee*, 

W.ILF.Let 

Ilamp!  oil's, 

1 

6 

1 

2* 
1 
1 

2 

4 

»•»•; 

7 
G 

3 

1 



1 
8 

4 
1 

8 
2 
9 
6 

X 

7 

i                           | 

52 

21'9 

271 

LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  at  Manassas  Plains,  in  August,  1862. 


Regiment. 

Brigade. 

Division 

. 

Kilted. 

Wounded. 

Total. 

• 

1st  Virgin  in  ....*... 

Keiuper'fi, 

Pickett'e, 

4 

22 

26 

7th   V'nd'ii'i 

6 

53 

59 

i< 

i 

g 

35 

88 

°4'h  Virginia 

.< 

'  i 

11 

67 

78 

1C 

» 

9 

64 

63 

Picket!  >d  (old) 

« 

12 

52 

64 

i       » 

•.'2 

22 

IS'h  Viryini') 

ii 

i 

3 

33 

C6 

;( 

i 

ia 

12 

6tL  South  Carolina  

Jenkin's! 

4 

13 

102 

115. 

Fulmetto  Sharpshooterti  

u 

1 

16 
30 

52 
£4 

68 
'     124 

'ml  South  Caro'inti 

u 

I 

9 

4(J 

58 

5th  South  Carolina  
lf>t.h  South  Carolina.  ..    

Drayton's, 

McLiwB', 

•  2 
3 

37 
18 
i, 

39 
21 
9 

fclpt  Geo'gui  

Anderson's, 

II  ;j  d'e, 

R 

64 

«  : 

9'ih   Georgia"  

'. 

12 
20 

]16 
10« 

128 
128 

llfh  Guor"ia                        .         .... 

u 

i 

29 

17-S 

198 

I*i   G'-or.i  t  
loth  Georgia                         

Toombs', 

| 

27 
6 

7v 
43 

1'.4 

M' 

i 

•• 

51     • 

17th  G^ori'i't                   

11 

10 

82 

92 

°i)th  Georgia 

u 

« 

19 

113 

182 

18th  Georgia 

AVotford's, 

i 

19 

114 

]3:J 

i 

11 

63 

14 

1st  Texas    »  

« 

' 

10 

18 

28 

Carried  forward  
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1,725 

2,010 

51 


MA  .\A  SSA  S—  Continued. 


Regiment. 

Brii,    '   . 

Division. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

i 
Total. 

i         ^85 

1  7  -T) 

2  010 

Hood's 

35 

224 

039 

4th  Texas  

i              ii 

22 

77  ' 

99 

4th  A  Inbama                     

Laws1 

l( 

18 

45- 

ji-1:  • 

llth  iJii*nisp'ipj)T 

II 

4 

M 

;,9 

'2'i  y>  Nsissippi  

.; 

It 

. 

•     SU 

87 

6th  North  Carolina  1  

U 

(I 

C, 

71 

77 

Washington  Artillery 

1 

9 

10 

6'h  Virginia  

12 

4«t 

61     ' 

12th  Virginia  

ll 

(( 

!              9 

60 

t>9 

16th    Virginia 

<l 

ll 

8 

47 
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MANASSAS—  Continued. 


Kegirnunl. 

Brigade. 

I 

Divi&ion. 
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Wounded. 
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986       ' 

5  387 
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let  South  Carolina.. 
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RECAPITULATION-  of  the  Casualties  in  the  First  and  Second 
Corps,  Army  of  '  Northern  Virginia,  in  the  Battle  of  F^dericks- 
burg,  December,  1862. 


Corps. 

Division.    . 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Total. 

First         .    .:         
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87 
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Pickett's 
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| 
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BATTLES  OF  POET  REPUBLIC  MB  (MS4MS, 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  JACKSON, 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS,  A.  N.  VA.,  > 

April  1 4th,   1863.  < 

Brigadier  General  R.  H.  CIIILTQN,  A.  A.  and  I.  G.y 

Headquarters  Department  Northern  Va.  : 

GENHRAL  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submi-t  to  you  a  report  of 
the  battle  of  Port  Republic,  fought  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  June, 
1862. 

Having,  through  the  blessing  of  an  ever"  kind  Providence,  passed 
Strasburg  before  the  Federal  armies,  under  Generals  Shields  and  Fre 
mont,  effected'the  contemplated  junction  in  my  rear, ••as  referred  to  in 
the  report  of  the  battle  of  Winchester,  I  continued  to  move  up«.th<? 
Valley  turnpike,  leaving  Strasburg  on  the  eveniag  of  the  1st  of 
June.  The  cavalry,  under  Brigadier  General  George*  H.  Stewart, 
brought  up  the  rear.  Fremont's  'advance,  which  had  been  near  us 
during  the  day,  soon  ascertained  that  our  retreat  had  been  resumed, 
and,  pursuing  after 'dark,  succeeded,  by  replying,  when  challenged, 
"Ashby's  cavalry,"  in  approaching  so  near  our  rear  guard«as  to  attack 
it.  The  sixth  Virginia  cavalry,  being  ^nearest  to  the  enemy,  was 
thrown  into  confusion  and  suffered  some  loss.  Disorder  was  also  to 
some  extent  "communicated  to  the  second  Virginia  cavalry,  but  its 
commander.  Colonel  Munford,  soon  reformed  it,  aitd  gallantly  drove 
back  the  Federals  and  captured  some  of  their  number. 

From  information  received  respecting  Shields'  movements,  and 
from  the  fact  .that  he  had  been  in  possession  of  Front  Royal  for  over 
forty-eight  hours,  and  had  hot  Jpcceeded  in  effecting  a  junction  with 
Fremont,  as  originally  designed,  I  'became  apprehensive  that  he  was 
moving  via  Luray,  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  New  Market,  on^my 
line  of  retreat,  before  my  command  should  arrive'there.  To  avoid 
such  a  result,  I  caused  White  House  bridge,  which  was  upon  his  as 
sumed  line  of  march,  over  the  south  fork  of  the  Sheriandoah  river  to 
New  Market,  to  be  burnt ;  and  also  Columbia  bridge,  which  was  a 
few  miles  further  up  the  river.  On  the  2d  of  June,  the  enemy's  ad 
vance  came  within  artillery  range  of,  arid  commenced  shelling  our 
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rear  guard,  which  caused  most  of  the  cavalry,  and.  that  part  of  its 
artillery  nearest  the  enemy,  to  retreat  in  disorder.  This  led  General 
Ashby  to  one  of  those  acts  of  personal  heroism  and  prompt  resource 
which  strikingly  marked  hi  J  character.  Dismounting  from  his  horse,  he 
collected  from*  the  road  a  small  body  of  infantry  from  those  who,  from 
fatigue,  were  straggling  behind  their  commands,  and  posting  them  in 
a  piece  of  wood  near  the  turnpike,  he  awaited  the  advance  of  the  Fed 
eral  cavalry,  now  pushing  forward  to  reap  the  fruits  of  the  panic  pro 
duced  by  the  shells.  As  they  approached  within  easy  range,  he 
poured  such  an  effective  fire  into  their  ranks  as  to  empty  a  number  of 
saddles  and  check  their  further  pursuit  for  that  day.  Having  trans 
ferred  the  second  and  sixth  Virginia  cavalry  to  Ashby,  he  was  placed 
in  command  of  the  rear  guard.  On  the  3d,  after  my  command  had 
crossed  the  bridge  over  the  Shenahdoah,  near  Mount  Jackson,  General 
Ashby  was  ordered  to  destroy  it,  which  he  barely  succeeded  in* ac 
complishing  before  the  Federal  forces  reached  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  river.  Here  his  horse  was  killed  by  the  enemy,  and  he  made  a 
very  narrow  escape  with  his  -life. 

We  reached  Harrisonburg  at  an  'early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the 
5th,  and,  passing  beyond  that  town,  turned  towards  the  east  in  the  di 
rection  of  Port  Republic.  On  the  6th,  General  Ashby  took  position 
on  the  road  between  Harrisonburg  and  Port  Republic,  and  received  a 
spirited  charge  from  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  resulted 
in  the  repulse  of  the  enemy,  afld  the  capture  of  Colonel  Wyndham 
and  sixty-three  others. 

Apprehending  that  the  Federals  would  make  a  more  serious  attack, 
Ashby  called  for  an  infa,ntry  support.  The  brigade  of  General  Geo. 
fl.  Stewart  was  accordingly  ordered  forward.  In  a  short  time  the 
fifty-eighth  Virginia  regiment  became  engaged  with  a  Pennsylvania 
regiment  callai  the  Eucktails,  when  Colonel  Johnson,  of  the  first; 
Maryland  regiment,  coining  up  in  .  the  hottest  period  of  the  fire, 
charged  "gallantly  into  its  flank  and  drove  the  enemy,  with  heavy  loss, 
from  the  field,  capturing  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kane,  commanding.  In 
this  skirmish  our  infantry  loss  was  seventeen  (17)  killed,  fifty  (5!)) 
wounded,  and  three  missing.  In  this  affair  General  Turner  Ashby 
was  killed.  An  official  report  is  not  an  appropriate  place  for  more 
than  a  passing  notice  of  the  distinguished  dead  ;  but  the  close  rela 
tion  which  General  Ashby  bore  to  my  command  for  most  of  the  pre 
vious  twelve  months,  will  justify  me  in  saying  that  as  a  "partisan  offi 
cer  I  never  knew  his  superior.  His  daring  was  proverbial  ;  his 
powers  of  endurance  almost  incredible  ;  his  tone  of  character  heroic, 
and  his  sagacity  almost  intuitive  in  divining  the  purposes  and 
Movements  of  the  enemy. 

The  main  body  of  my  command  had  now  reached  the  vicinity  of 
Port  Republic.  The  village  is  situated  in  the  angle  formed  by  the 
junction  of  the  North  and  South  rivers,  tributaries  of  the  south  fork 
of  the  Shenandoah.  Over  the  larger  and  deeper  of  those  two  strea'ms, 
the  North  river,  there  was  a  wooden  bridge,  connecting  the  town  with 
the  road  leading  to  Harrisonburg.  Over  the  South  river  there  was 
a  passable  ford.  The  troops  more  immediately  under  iny  own  eye 
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were  encamped  on  the  high  ground  north. of  the  village,  about  a  mile 
from  the  river.  General  Ewell  was  some  four  miles  distant,  near  the 
road  leading  from  Harrisonburg  to  Port  Republic.  General  Fremont 
had  arrival  with  his  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Harrisonburg,  and  Gen 
eral  Shields  was  moving  up  the  east  side  of  the  soutb  fork  of  the 
Shenandoah,  and  was  then  at  Conrad's  store,  some  fifteen  miles  be 
low  Port  Republic,  my  position  being  about  equi-distant  from  both 
hostile  armies.  To  prevent  a  junction  of  the  two  Federal  armies,  I 
had  caused  the  bridge  over  the  south  fork  of  the  Shenandoah  at  Con 
rad's  store  to  be  destroyed.  Intelligence  having  been  received  that 
Gen,  Shields  was  advancing  further  up  the  river,  Captain  Sipe,  with  a 
small  cavalry  force,  was  sent  down  during  the  night  of  the  7th  to 
verify  the  report  and  gain  such  other  information  respecting  the 
enemy  as  he  could.  Captain  G.  W.  Myers,  of  the  cavalry,  was  sub 
sequently  directed  to  move  with  his  company  in  the  same  direction 
for  the  purpose  of  supporting  Captain  Sipe,  if  necessary.  The  next 
morning  Captain  Myers'  company  came  rushing  back  in  disgraceful 
disorder,  announcing  that  the  Federal  forces  were  in  close  pursuit. 
Captain  Chipley  and  his  company  of  cavalry,  which  was  in  town,  also 
shamefully  fled.  The  brigades,  of  Generals  Taliaferro  and  Winder 
were  soon  under  arms,  and  ordered  to  occupy  positions  immediately 
north  of  the  bridge.  By  this  time  the  Federal  cavalry,  accompanied 
by  artillery,  were  in  sight,  and,  after  directing  a  few  shots  towards  thf 
bridge,  they  crossed  South  river,  and  dashing  into  the  village,  planted 
one  of  their  pieces  at  the  southern  entrance  of  the  bridge.  In  the 
meantime  the  batteries  of  Wooding,  Poague  and  Carpenter  were  being 
placed  in  position,  and  General  Taliaferro's  brigade  having  reached 
the  vicinity  of  the  bridge,  was  ordered  to  charge  across,  capture  the 
piece,  and  occupy  the  town.  Whilst  one  of  Poague's  pieces  was-  re 
turning  the  fire  of  that  of  the  enemy  at  the  far  end  of  tie  bridge,  the 
thirty-seventh  Virginia  regiment,  Colonel  Fulkerson,  after  delivering 
its  fire,  gallantly  charged  over  the  bridge,  captured  the  gun,  and  fol 
lowed  by  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  entered  the  town,'  and 
dispersed  and  drove  back  the  Federal  cavalry.  Another  piece  of  ar 
tillery,  with  which  the  Federals  had  advanced,  was  abandoned  and  sub 
sequently  fell  into  our  hands. 

About  this  time,  a  considerable  body  of  infantry  was  seen  advancing 
up  the  same  road.  Our  batteries  opened  with  marked  effect  upon  the 
retreating  cavalry  and  advancing  infantry.  In  a  short  time  the  in 
fantry  followed  the  cavalry,  falling  back  to  Lewis',  three  miles  down 
the  river,  pursued  for  a  mile  by  our  batteries  on  the  opposite  bank, 
when  the  enemy  disappeared  in  the  wood  around  a  bend  in  the  road. 
This  attack  of  General  Shields  had  hardly  been  repulsed,  beforeEwelfc 
was  seriously  engaged  with  Fremont,  moving  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river.  The  enemy  pushed  forward  driving  in  the  fifteenth  Ala- 
bam:.,  Colonel  Canty,  from  their  .post  on  picket.  This  regiment  made 
a  gallant  resistance,  which  so  far  checked  the  Federal  advance  as  to 
afford  to  General  Ewell  time  for  the  choice  of  his  position  at  leisure. 

His  ground  was  well  selected,  on  a  commanding  ridge,  a  rivulet  and 
large  field  of  open  ground  in*front,  wood  on  both  ftank^  and  his  line 


intersected  near  its  centre  by  the  road  leading  to  Port  Republic. 
General  Trimble's  brigade  was  pasted  on  the  right,  somewhat  in  ad 
vance  of  his  centre.  The  batteries  of  Courtnay,  Lusk,  Brocken- 
brough,  and  Rains  in  the  centrfc,  General  Stewart's  brigade  on  the 
left,  and  General  Elzey's  brigade  in  rear  of  the  centre,  and  in  position 
to  strengthen  either  wing.  Both  wings  were  in  the  wood. 

About  ten  o'clock,  the  enemy  threw  out  his  skirmishers,  and  shortly 
after  posted  his  artillery  opposite  to  our  batteries.  The  artillery  fire 
was  kept  up  with  'great  animation  and  spirit  on  both  sides  for  several 
hours.  In  the  meantime  a  brigade  of  Federal  forces  advanced  under 
cover,  upon  the  right,  occupied  by  General  Trimble,  who  reserved  his' 
fire  until  they  reached  the  crest  of  the  hill,  in  easy  range  of  his 
musketry,  when  h-e  poured  a  deadly  fire  from  his  whole  frout,  under 
which  they  fell  back.  Observing  a  battery  about  being  posted  on  the 
enemy's  left,  half  a  mile  in  front,  General  Trimble,  now  supported  by 
the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth  Virginia  regiments,  of  Elzey's  bri 
gade,  pushed  forward  fo.r  the  purpose  of  taking  it,  but  found  it  with 
drawn  before  he  reached  the  spot,  having,  in  the  meantime,  some  spirited 
skirmishing  with  its  infantry  supports.  General  Trimble  had  now 
advanced  rnore  than  a  mile  from  his  original  position,  while  the  Fed 
eral  advance  had  fallen  back  to  the  ground  occupied  by  them  in  the 
morning. 

General  Taylor,  of  the  eighth  brigade  of  Louisiana  troops,  having 
arrived  from  the  vicinity  of  the  bridge,  at  Port  Republic,  towards 
which  he  had  moved  in  the  morning,  reported  to  General  Ewell  about 
twOj  P.  M  ,  anol  was  placed  in  rear.  Colonel  Patton,  with  the  forty- 
second  and  forty-eighth  Virginia  regiments,  and  first  battalion  of 
Virgini-a  regulars,  also  joined?  and,  with  the  remainder  of  General 
Elzey's  brigade,  was  added  to  the  centre  and  left,  then  supposed  to  be 
threatened.  General  Ewell  having  been  informed  by  Lieutenact 
Heinrichs,  of  the  engineer  corps,  who  had  been  sent  out  to  reconnoitre, 
that  the  enemy  was^moving  a  large  column  on  his  left,  did  not  advance 
at  once  ;  but  subsequently  ascertaining  that  no  attack  was  designed 
by  the  force  referred  to,  Jie  advanced,  drove  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
and,  when  night  closed,  was  in  position  on  ground  previously  held  by 
the  enemy.  During  this  fight  Brigadier  Generals  Slzey  and  Stewart 
were  wounded,  and  disabled  from  command.  « 

This  engagement  with  Fremont  has  generally  been  known  as  the 
battle  of  Cross-Keys,  in  which  our  troops  were  commanded  by  Gene 
ral  Ewell.  I  had  remained  at  Port  Republic  during  the  principal 
part  of  the  8th,  expecting  a  renewal  of  the  attack.  As  no  movement 
•was  made  by  General  Shields  to  renew  the  action  that  day,  I  deter 
mined  to  take  the  initiative  and  attack  him  the  following  morning. 

Accordingly,  General  Ewell  was  directed  to  move  from  Imposition 
at  an  early  hour,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  towards  Port  Republic, 
leaving  General  Trimble  with  his  brigade,  supported  by  Colonel  Pat- 
ton  with  the  forty-second  Virginia 'infantry  and  the  first  battalion  of 
Virginia  regulars,  to  hold  Fremont  in  check,  with  instructions  if  hard 
pressed  to  retire  across  the  North  river,  and  burn  the  bridge  in  their 
Tear.  Soon  after  ten  o'clock,  General  Trimble  with  the  last  of  our 
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forces  had  crossed  the.  North  river,  and  the  bridge  wasdest/oyed.  In 
the  meantime,  before  five  in  the  morjiing,  General  Winder's  brigade 
was  in  Port  Republic,  and  having  crossed  the  So.u.th  Fork,  by  a  tem 
porary  wa^on  bridge,  placed  there  for  the  purpose,  was -moving  down 
the  River  road  to  attack  the  forces  of  General  Shields.  Advancing 
a  mile  and  a  half,  he  encountered  the  Federal  pickets  and  drove  them 
in. 

The  enemfy  had  judiciously  selected  his  position  for  defence.  Upon 
a  rising  groun'd  near  the  Lewis  House,  he  had  planted  six  guns  which 
commanded  the'  road  from  Port  Republic,  and  swept  the  plateau  for  a 
considerable  distance  in  front.  As  General  Winder  moved  forward 
his  brigade,  a  rapid  and  severe  fire  of  shell  was  opened  upon  it  Capt. 
Poague,  with  two  Parrott  guns,  was  promptly  placed-in  position  on  the 
left  of  the  road  to  engage,  and  if  possible  dislodge  the  Federal  battery. 
Cuptain  Carpenter  was  sent  to  the  right  to  select  a  position  for  his 
battery,  but  finding  it  impracticable  to  drag  it  through  the  dense  un 
dergrowth,  it  was  brought  back,  and  part  of  i't  placed  near  Poague. 
The  artillery  fire  was  well  sustained  by  our  batteries,  but  found  un 
equal  to  that  of  the  enemy.  In  the  meantime.  Winder  bein^  now 
reinforced  by  the  seventh  Louisiana  regiment,  Colonel  Hays,  seeing 
no  mode  of  silencing  the  Federal  battery,  or  escaping  its  destructive 
missiles  but  by  a  rapid- charge,  and  the  capture  of  it,  advanced  with 
great  boldness  for  some  distance,  but  encountered  such  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery  and  small  arms  as  greatly  to  disorganize  his  command, 
which  fell  back  irr  disorder.  The  enemy  advanced  across  the  field, 
and,  by  a  heavy  musketry  fire,  forced  .back  our  infantry  supports,  in 
consequence  of  which  our  gurw  had  to  retire.  The  enemy's  advance 
was  checked  by  a  spirited  attack  upon  their  flank,  by  the  fifty-eighth 
and  fifty-fourth  Virginia  regiments,  directed  by  General  Ewell  and 
led  by  Colonel  Scot't,  although  his  command  was  Afterwards  driven 
back  to  the  woods  with  severe  loss.  The  batteries  were  all  safely 
withdrawn  except  one  of  Captain  Poague's  six-.pounder  guns,  which 
was  carried  off  by  the  enemy. 

Whilst  Winder's  command  was  in  this  critical  condition,  the  gallant 
and  successful  attack  of  General  Taylor  on  the  Federal  left  and  rear, 
directed  attention  from  the  front,  and4ead  to  a  concentration  of  their 
foroe  upon  him.  Moving  to  the  right  along  the  mountain  acclivity, 
through  a  rough  and  tangled  forest,  and  much  disordered  by  .the  rap 
idity  and  obstructions  of  the  inarch,  Taylor  emerged  with  his  com 
mand  from  the  wood,  just  as  the  loud  cheers  of  the  enemy  had 
proclaimed  their  success  in  froft ;  and  although  assailed  by  a  supe 
rior  force  in  front  and  flank,  with  their  guns  in  position  within  point 
blank  range,  the  charge  was  gallantly  made,  arid  the  battery,  consist 
ing  of  six  guns,  fell  into  our  hands.  Three  times  was  this  battery 
lost  and  won  in  the  desperate  and  determined  efforts  to  capture  and 
recover  it.  After  holding  the  batteries  for  a  short  time,  a  fresh  brig 
ade  of  the  enemy  advancing  .upon  his  flank,  made  a  vigorous  and  well 
conducted  attack  upon  him?  accompanied  by  a  galling  fire  of  canister 
from  a  piece  suddenly  brought  into  position,  at  a  distance  of  about 
three  hnndrH  zrA  fifty  yarc!s.  Under  tbi*  combined  attack.  Taylor 
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fell  back  to  the  skirt  of  the  wood,  near  which  the  captured  battery 
was  stationed,  and  from  that'point  continued  his  fire  upon  the  advanc 
ing  enemy,  who  succeeded  in  recapturing  one.  of  the  guns,  which  he 
carried  off,  leaving  both  caisson  and  limber.  The  enemy,  now  occu 
pied  with  Taylor*  halted  his  advance  to  the  front.  Winder  made  a 
renewed  effort  to  ral'y  his  command,  and  succeeding,  with  the  seventh 
Louisiana,  under  Major  Penn,  (the  Colonel  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
having  been  carried  from  the  field  wounded,)  and  the  fifth  Virginia 
regiment,  Col.  Funk%he  placed  part  of  Poague's  battery.' in  the  position 
previously  occupied  by  it,  andagain  opened  upon  the  enemy,  who  were 
moving  against  Taylor's  left  flank,  apparently  to  surround  him  in  the 
wood.  Chew's  battery  now  reported,  and  was  placed  in  position,  and 
did  good  service.  Soon  after,  guns  from  the  batteries  of  Brocken- 
brough,  Courtnay  and  Rains,  were  brought  forward  and  placed  in  po 
sition..  Whilst  these  movements  were  in  progress  on  the  left  and 
front,  Colonel  Scott,  having  rallied  his  command,  led  them,  under  the 
orders  of  General  Ewell,  to  the  support  cf  General  Taylor,  who, 
pushing  forward  with  the  reinforcements  just  received,  and  assisted  by 
the  well-directed  fire  of  our  artillery,  forced  the  enemy  to  fa^l  back, 
which  was  soon  followed  by  his  precipitate  retreat,  leaving  many 
killed  and  wounded  upon  the  field.  General  Taliaferro,  who  the  pre 
vious  day  had  occupied  the  town,  was  directed  to  continue  to  do  so- 
with  part  of  his  troopsj  and,  with  the  remainder,  to  hold  the  elevated 
position  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  for  the  purpose  of  co-operat 
ing,  if  necessary,  with  General  Trimble,  and  prevent  his  being  cut 
off  from  the  main  body  of  the  army  by  the  destruction  of  the  bridge 
in  his  rear.  But  finding  the  resistance  more  obstinate  than  .1  antici 
pated,  orders  were  sent  to  Taliaferro  and  Trimble  to  join  the  main 
body.  Taliaferro  came  up  in  time  to  discharge  an  effective  volley 
into  the  ranks  of  the  wavering  and  retreating  enemy.  The  pursuit 
was  continued  some  five  miles  beyond  the  battle-field  by  Generals 
Taliaferro  and  Winder  with  their  brigades  and  portions  of  the  bat 
teries  of  Wooding  and  Caskie.  .  Colonel  Munford,  with  cavalry  ar\d 
gome  artillery,  advanced  about  three  miles  beyond  the  other  troops. 
Our  forces  captured  in  the  pursuit  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  (450) 
prisoners,  some  wagons,  one  piece  of  abandoned  artillery,  and  about 
eight  hundred  muskets.  Some  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  (275) 
wounded  were  paroled  in  the  hospiials  near  Port  Republic. 

Whilst  the  forces  of  Shields  were  in  full  retreat,  and  our  troops  in 
pursuit,  Fremont  appeared  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  south  fork  of 
the  Shenandoah,  with  his  army,  and  opened  his  artillery  upon  our 
ambulances,  a^d  parties  engaged  in  the  humane  labors  .of  attending 
to  our  dead  and  wounded,  and  the  dead  and  wounded  of  the  enemy.. 
The  next  day,  withdrawing  his  forces,  he  retreated  down  the  Valley.. 

On  -the  morning  of  the  12th,  Munford  entered  Harrisonburg, 
where,  in  addition  to  wagons,  medical  stores  and  camp  equipage,  he 
captured  some  two  hundred  small  arms.  At  that  point  there  also  fell' 
into  our  hands  about  two  hundred  of  Fremont's  men,  many  of  them' 
severely  wounded  on  the  8tb,  and  most  of  the  others  had  been 
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behind  as  sick.     The  Federal  surgeons  attending  them  were  released, 
and  those  under  their  care  paroled. 

The  official  reports  of  the  casualties  of  the  battle  show  a  loss  of 
sixteen  (16)  officers  killed,  sixty-seven  (67)  -wounded,  and  two  (2) 
missing  ;  one  hundred  and  seventeen  (117)  non-com  Missioned  officers 
and  privates  killed,  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two  (862)  wounded,  and 
thirty-two  missing,  making  a  total  loss  of  one  thousand  and  ninety- 
six,  ( 1,096,)  including  skirmishers  on  the  6th;  since  evacuation  of 
Winchester,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  (1,167;)  also 
one  piece  of  artillery.  If  we  add  to  the  prisoners  captured  on  the 
6th  and  9th,  those  who  were  paroled  at  Harrisonburg,  and  in  hospi 
tals  in  the  vicinity  of  Pqrt  Republic,  it  will  make  the  number  of  the 
enemy  who  fell  in.to  our  possession  about  nine  hundred  and  seventy- 
five,  (97$,)  exclusive  of  his  killed,  and  such  of  his  wounded  as  he 
removed.  The  small  arms,  taken  on  the  9th,  and  at  Harrisonburg, 
numbered  about  one  thousand  (1,000.)  We  captured  seven  pieces  of 
artillery,  with  their  caissons  and  all  of  their  limbers,  except  one. 
The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men,  during  the  action,  merits  the 
highest  praise. 

During  the  battle,  I  received  valuable  assistance,  in  the  transmis 
sion  of  orders,  from  the  following  members  of  my  staff :  Colonel  Ab- 
ner  Smead,  Assistant  Inspector  General;  Major  R.  L.  Dabney, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General;  first  Lieutenant  A.  S.  Pendleton,  A.  D, 
C. ;  first  Lieutenant  H.  K.  Douglass,  Assistant  Inspector  General; 
first  Lieutenant  J.  K.  Boswell,  Chief  Engineer,  and  Colonel  William 
L.  Jnckson,  volunteer  A.  D.  C.  The  Medical  Director,  Dr.  Hunter 
McGuire,  gave  special  attention  to  the  comfort  and  treatment  of  the 
wounded.  Major  W.  J.  Hawks,  chief  commissary,  and  Major  J.  A. 
Harman,  chief  quartermaster,  had  their  departments  in  good  condi 
tion.  For  further  information  respecting  the  conduct  of  officers  and 
xnen  who  distinguished  themselves,  as  well  as  for  a  more  detailed  ac 
count  of  the  movement  of  troops,  I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the 
accompanying  official  reports  of  other  officers. 

I  forward,  herewith,  two  maps,  by  Mr.  J.  Hotchkiss,  one  giving 
the  route  of  the  army  during  the  retreat  from  Strasburg  to  Port  Re 
public,  and  the  other  of  the  battle-field. 

On  the  12th,  the  troops  recrossed  South  river,  and^encamped  near 
Weyer's  Cave  For  the  purpose  of  rendering  thanks  to  God  for 
having  crowned  our  arms  with  success,  and  to  implore  His  continued 
favor,  divine  service  was  held  in  the  army  on  the  14th. 

The  army  remained  near  Weyer's  Cave  until  the  17th,  when,  in 
obedience  to  instructions  from  the  commanding  General  of  the  De 
partment,  it  moved  towards  Richmond. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON,      . 

Lieutenant  General. 


GENERAL  E WELL'S  REPORT  OF  THE  BATTLE  OF  CROSS- 
KEYS,  JUNE  8,  1862. 

» 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  VALLEY  DISTRICT,  ) 

June  16,  1862.      $ 

Major  R.  L.  DABNEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,   Valley  District  : 

MAJOR  :.  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
action  of  the  8th  instant  at  Cross-Keys,  between  the  division  com- 

andad  by  me  and  the  forces  under  Major  General  Fremont.  I  was 
ordered  on  the  7th,  by  the  General  commanding,  to  occupy  the  ad? 
yarrce,  and  my  division  encanfped  for  that  night'  near  Union  church. 
The  enemy  made  a  reconnoissance  in  the  afternoon,  and,  going  for 
ward,  I  found  General  Elzey  drawing  up  his  own  and  General 
Taylor's  brigades  in  position.  I  at  once  determined  to  meet  the 
enemy  on  the  ground  selected  by  General  Elzey. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the  enemy  advanced,  driving  in  the 
fifteenth  Alabama,  Colonel  Cantey,  from  their  post  on  picket.  The 
regiment  made  a  gallant  resistance,  enabling  me  to  .take  position  at 
leisure.  The  camp  fires  left  by  the  regiment — no  tents  or  anything 
else — were  the  camps  from  which  the  enemy  report  to  have  driven  us. 
At  this  time  I  had  present  Elzey's,  Trimble's  and  Stewart's  brigades, 
short  of  five  thousand  men — Taylor's  having  been  ordered  to  Port 
Republic.  The  general  features  of  the  ground  were  a  valley  and 
rivulet  in  my  front,  woods  on  both  flanks,  and  a  field  of  some  hun 
dreds  of  acres,  where  the  road  crossed  the  centre  of  my  line.  My 
side  of  the  valley 'being  more  defined  and  commanding  the  other. 

General  Trimble's  brigade  was  posted  a  little  in  advance  of  my 
centre,  on  the  right;  General  Elzey  in  rear  of  the  centre,  and  Gen 
eral  Stewart  on  the  left.  The  artillery  was  in  the  centre.  Both 
wings  were  in  woods.  The  centre  was  weak,  having  open  ground  in 
front,  where  the  enemy  was  not  expected.  General  Elzey  was  in  po 
sition  to  strengthen  either  wing. 

About  ten,  the  enemy  felt  along  my  fron't  with  skirmishers,  and 
shortly  after  posted  his  artillery,  chiefly  opposite  mine.  He  advanced, 
under  cover,  on  General  Trimble,  with  a  force,  according  to  his  own 
statement,  of  tw.o  brigades,  which  were  repulsed  with  such  signal  loss 
that  they  did  not  make  another  determined  effort.  General  Trimble 
had  t^een  reinforced  by  the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth  Virginia  regi 
ments,  Colonel  Walker  and  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Duffey,  of  General 
Elzey's  brigade.  These  regiments  assisted  in  the  repulse  of  the  ene 
my.  General  Trimble,  in  turn,  advanced  and  drove  the  enemy  more 
than  a  mile,  and  remained  on  his  flank  ready  to  make  the  final  attack. 
General  Taylor,  with  the  eighth  kfigade,  composed  of  Louisiana 
troops,  reported  about  two,  P.  M.,  and  was  placed  in  rear.  Colonel 
Patton,  with*  the  forty-second  and  forty-eighth  regiments,  and  Irish 
battalion,  Virginia  volunteers,  also  joined,  and,  with  the  remainder  of 
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General  Elzey's  brigade,  was  added  to  the  centre  and  left,  then  threat 
ened.  I  did  not  push  ray  success  at  once,  because  I  had  no  cavalry^, 
and  it  was  reported  and  reaffirmed  by  Lieutenant  Heinrich's  topo 
graphical  engineers,  sent  to  reconnoitre,  that  the  enemy  was 'moving 
a  large  column  two  miles  to  my  left.  As  soon  as  I  could  determine 
this  not  to-be  an  attack,  I  advanced  both  my  wings,  drove  in  the  ene 
my's  skirmishers,  and,  when  night  closed,  was  in  position  on  the 
ground  previously  held  by  the  enemy,  ready  to  attack  him  at  dawn. 

My  troops  were  recalled  to  join  in  the  attack  at  Port  Republic. 
The  enemy's  attack  was  decided  by  four,  P.  M.,.it  being  principally 
directed  against  General  Trimble,  and,  though  from  .their  own  state 
ment  thoy  outnumbered  us  on  that  flank  two  to  one,  it  had  signally 
failed.  General  Trimble's  command,  including  the  two  regiments  on 
bis  right,  under  Colonel  Walker,  is  entitled  to  the  highest  praise  for 
the  gallant  manner  in  which  ifc  re-pulsed  the  enemy's  main  attack, 
His  brigade  captured  one  of  their  colors.  As  before  mentioned,  the 
credit  of  selecting  the  position  is  due  to  General  Elzey.  I  availed 
myself  frequently  during  the  action  of  that  officer's  counsel,  profiting 
largely  by  his  known  military  skill  and  judgment.  He  .was  much 
exposed.  His  ho'rse  was  wounded  early -in  the  action,  and  at  a  later 
period  of  the  day  was  killed  by  a  rifle  ball,  which.. at  the  same  time 
inflicted  upon  the  rider  a  wound  that  forced  him  to  retire  from  the 
field.  He  was  more  particularly  employed  in  the  centre,  directing 
the  artillery.  General  George  H.  Stewart  was  severely  wounded, 
after  rendering  valuable  aid  in  comnfand  of  the  left. 

I  had  Courtnay's,  Brockenbrough's,  Raine's  and  Lusk's  batteries. 
The  enemy  testified  to  the  efficiency  of  their  fire.  Captain  Courtnay 
opened  the  fight,  and  was,  for  hours,  exposed  to  a  terrible  storm  of 
shot  and  shell.  He  and  Captain  Brockenbrough  have  been  under 
my  observation  since  the  campaign  opened,  and  I  can  testify  to  their 
efficiency  on  this  as  on  former  occasions.  The  loss  in  all  the  batte 
ries  shows  the  warmth  of  the  fire.  I  was  well  satisfied  with  them  all. 
The  history  of  the  Maryland  regiment,  gallantly  commanded  by  Col 
onel  Bradley  T.  Johnson,  during  the  campaign  of  the  Valley,  would 
be  the  history  of  every  action  from  Front  Royal  to  Cross-Keys.  On 
the  6th  instant,  near  Harrisonburg,  the  fifty-eighth  Virginia  regi 
ment  was  engaged  with'the  Pennsylvania  u  Bucktails,"  the  fighting 
being  close  and  bloody.  Colonel  Johnson  came  up  with  his  regiment 
in  the  hottest  period  of  the  affair,  and,  by  a  dashing  charge  in  flank, 
drove  the  enemy  off  with,  heavy  loss,  capturing  the  lieutenant  colonel 
(Kane)  commanding.  In  commemoration  of  their  gallant  conduct,  I 
ordered  one  of  the  captured  bucktails  to  be  appended  as  a  tronhy  to 
their  flag.  The  gallantry  of  the  regiment  on  this  occasion  is  worthy 
of  acknowledgment  from  a  higher  source,  more  particularly  as  they 
avenged  the  death  of  the  gallant  General  Ashby,  v.ho  fell  at  the  same 
.timo.  Two  color-bearers  were  shot  down  in  succession,  but  each  time 
the  colors  were  caught  before  inching  the  ground,  and  were  finally 
borne  by  Corporal  Shanks  to  the  close  of  the  action.  On  the  8th 
instant,  at  Cross-Keys,  they  were  opposed  to  three  of 'the  enemy's 
•regiments  in  succession.  My  staff  at  Cross-Keys  consisted  of  Lieu- 
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tenant  Colonel  J.  M.  -Janes  and  Major  James  Barb  our,  Adjutant 
General's  Department ;  Lieutenants  G.  Campbell  Brown  and  T.  T. 
Turnei>aids-;  and  Captain  Hugh  M.  Nelson,  volunteer  aid.  These 
officers  were  much  exposed  during  the  day,  and  were  worked  ;hard, 
over  an  extensive  field.  Their  services  were  valuable  and  were  ren 
dered  with  zQ&]f  and  ability.  Lieutenant  Brown  was  painfully 
wounded  by  a*  fragment  of  shell  towards  the  close  of  the  fight.  I 
append  a  list  of  casualties,  showing  forty-two  killed,  and  two  hundred 
arid  eighty-seven  lulled,  wounded  and  missing.  I  buried  my  dead 
and  brought  off  all  the  wounded,  except  a  few  whose  mortal  agonies 
would  have  been  uselessly  increased  by  any  change  of  position. 

Some  of  the  enemy's  wounded  were  brought  off  and  arrangements 
made  for  moving  them  all,  when  I  was  ordered  to  another  field. — 
There  are  good  reasons  for  estimating  tbeir  loss -at  not  less  than  two 
thousand  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners.  .  On  a  part  of  the  field 
they  buried  one  hundred  and  one  at  one  spot,  fifteen  at  another,'  and 
a  house  containing  some  of  their  dead  was  said  to  have  been  burned 
by  them  :  and  this  is  only  a  part  of  what  they  lost.  They  were 
chiefly  of  Blenker's  division,  notorious  for  months  on  account  of  their 
thefts  and  dastardly  insults  to  women  and  children  in  that  part  of  the 
State  under  Federal  domination.  The  order  of  march  of  General 
Fremont  was  found  on  a  staff  officer  left  in  our  hands.  It  shows 
seven  brigades  of  infantry,  besides  numerous  cavalry.  I  had  threfe 
small  brigades  during  th.e  greater  part  of  the  action,  and  no  cavalry 
at  any  time.  They  made  no  bayonet  charge,  nor  did  they  commit 
any  particular  ravages  with  grape  or  canister,  although  they- state 
otherwise.  Colonel  Mercer  and  the  twenty-first  Georgia,  tried  to. 
close  with  them  three  times,  partly  succeeding  in  overtaking  them 
once.  That  officer  is  represented  to  have  handled  his  regiment  witH 
great  skill,  and,  with  the  sixteenth  Mississippi,  Colonel  Posev,  was 
the  closest  engaged.  Brigadier  General  Trimble,  seventh  brigade, 
had  the  brtfnt  of  th§  action  and  is  entitled  to  most  thanks.  Colonel 
Bradley  T.  Johnson  (first  Maryland),  Colonel  Carnot  Posey  (six-* 
teenth  Mississippi),  Colonel  J.  T.  Mercer  (twenty-first  Georgia), 
Captain  Courtriay  (of  the  Court-nay  battery),  are  officers  who  were 
enabled  to  render  highly  valuable  service.-  I  regret  I  Cannot  go  more 
into  detail  of  those  lower  in  rank,  whose  gallant  services  are  recom 
pensed  by  the  esteem  of  their  comrades  and  their  own- self-approval — 
after  all,  the  highest  and  most  enduring  record. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  General  Fremoovs  order  of  march  on  the  day 
of  battle,  and  detailed  reports  of  the  killed  and  wounded — names  and 
regiments  o£  the  officers  killed  alid  wounded,  and  tabular  statements 
of  killed  nnd  wounded  according- to-  regiments.  Also,  the  'official 
report  of  Col.  J.  A.  Walker,  commanding  fourth  Brigade. 

Respectfully,  &c.. 

II.   S/  BWELL,  Major  General. 


REPORT    OF    GENERAL    EWELL    OF    BATTLE    OF  PORT 
REPUBLIC,  -JUNE  9,  1862. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  DEPARTMENT  N.  VA.,  > 

\ 


July  8th, 
Major  R.  L.  DABNEY,  A.  A.  G.,  V.  D.  : 

MAJOR  :  I  have.  the  honor  to  report  the-  movements  of  my  division 
in  the  battle  near  Port  Republic,  on  the  9th  June,  1862. 

When  I  received  the*order  to  march  to  Port  Republic,  to  join  in  the 
attack  on  the  forces  under  General  Shields,  my  command  included,  in 
addition  to  my  own  division,  the  second  brigade  of  the  army  of  the 
Valley  District.  Ttiis  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  J.  M. 
Pattpri,  had  been  attached  to  my  command  during  the  engagement  of 
the  day  before.  My  command  had  been  .engaged  with  General  Fre 
mont  throughout  the  day  on  the  8th  June,  and  slept  upon  their  arms. 
The  brigades  commanded  by  General  Trimble  and  Colonel  Patton, 
(except  one  regiment,)  and  the  seventh  Louisiana  regiment,  Colonel 
Hayes,  had,  before  night  closed  in,  been  advanced  within  range  of 
the  enemy's  musketry.  Day  was  breaking  on  the  morning  of  the  9th 
June,  before  these  troops  commenced  their  march  from  this  position 
to  the  other  field  at  Tort  Republic,  seven  (?)  miles  distant,  some  of 
them  without  food  for  twenty-four  hours.  The  commands  of  Gene 
ral  Trimble  and  Colonel  Patton  were  kept  in"  position  to  hold  tlie  en 
emy,  iftider  Fremont,  in  check  and  keep  him  fromjacfvancing  upon  Port 
Republic,  or  taking  any  part  -in  the  engagement  on  that  day.  The 

ffficulty  in  effecting  the  crossing  of  the  south  branch  of  the  river  at 
ort  Republic,  occasioned  a  delay  which  separated  the  forces  in  my 
command.  When  I  reached  the  field,  the  eighth  Louisiana  brigade, 
commanded  by  General  Taj  lor,  had  been  sent  by  Major  General  Jack 
son,  under  cover  of  the  wood,  to  attack  the  enemy  in  flack  and  rear. 
One  of  the  regiments  of  the  second  (2d)  brigade  of  my  division  was 
attached  to  the  left,  and  I  placed  the  fifty-eighth,  Colonel  Scott,  and 
the  forty-fourth  Virginia,  Colonel  Letcher.  under  cover  at  the  woods 
with  the  flank  'towards  the  enemy.  When,  after  a  severe  struggle, 
from  the  advantage  of  position  und  numbers  the  enemy  were  driving 
our  front  on  the  left,  and  the  flank  of  the  advancing  enemy  (at  least 
two  brigades,)  came  in  front,  an  advance  was  ordered.  The  two  regi 
ments,  bravelyt  led  by  Colonel  Scott,  rushed  with  a  shout  upon  the 
enemy,  taking  him  in  flank.  For  the  first,  time  that  day,  the  enemy 
was  then  driven  back  in  disorler  for  some"  thousands  of  ^ards.  At 
the  same  instant,  while  our  artillery  was  retiring  rapidly  from  the 
field,  one  piece  was  Halted  and  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy,  showing 
great  quickness^and  decision  in  the  officers  commanding  it.  These 
efforts  checked  the  enemy  so  long  that,  although  Colonel  Scott's  com 
mand  was  driven  back  to  the  woods  with  severe  loss,  there  was  time 
to  rally  and  lead  them  to  the  assistance  of  the  eighth  brigade,  Gene 
ral  R.  Taylor  commanding,  which  was  heard  engaging  the  enemy  far 
to  theic  rear.  The  remnants  of  the  two  regiments  reached  General 
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Taylor  at  the  moment  when,  as  shown  in  his  report,  fresh  troops  of 
the  enemy  had  driven  him  from,  the  battery  he  had  captured.  His 
hrigade  formed  and  advanced  with  these  two  regiments,  and  the  en- 
1  -emy  fled  a  second  time  from  the  battery  and  the  field,  after  exchang 
ing  a  few  shots.  The  credit  of  first  checking  the  enemy,  ond  then 
assisting  in  his  final  repulse,  and  of  tne  capture  of  the  battery,  is 
due  to  these  two  regiments.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  another  in 
stance  of  volunteer  troops,  after  a  severe  check,  rallying  and  again 
attacking  the  enemy.  To  General  Taylor  and  his  brigade  belongs 
the  honor  of 'deciding  two  battles — that  of  Winchester  and  this  one. 
As  soon  as  his  fire  was  heard  in  rear  and  flank,  the  whole  force  of 
the  enemy  turned  to  meet  this4  new  foe.  Colonel  Walker,  command 
ing  fourth  brigade,  ordered  by  the  Major  General  commanding,  to 
follow  the  eighth  brigade,  was  lost  in  the  mountains,  reported  to  me 
and  joined  in  the  pursuit.  General  Trimble,  commanding  seventh 
brigade,  with  part  of  Colonel  Patton's  command,  »was  left  to  hold 
Fremont  in  check.  The  fifty-second  Virginia  regiment  was  detailed, 
and  fought  on  the  kft  flank  with  General  Winder.  Colonel  Scott  re 
ports:  "  I  particularly  commend  the  gallantry  of  Lieutenant  Walker, 
company  E,  forty-fourth  Virginia  There  may  have  been .  others 
equally  worchy  of  commendation,  but  I  could  not  fail  to  notice  him. 
When  the  brigade  halted  in  the  field  and  sat  down,  he  alone  stood  erect, 
went  in  front  and  attempted  to  get  the  brigade  to  advance  still  nearer 
the  enemy."  I  enclose  this  report,  and  recommend  the  officer  to  Ex 
ecutive  favor.  Lieut.  Colonel  J.  M.  Jones,  Mnj.  Jas.  Barbour,  Lieu 
tenant  T.  T.  Turner,  and  Captain  Hugh-M.  Nelson,  of  my  staff,  ren 
dered  valuable  service  in  raiding  the  broken  troops.  -Lieutenant  G. 
Campbell  Brown  was  absent,  owing  to  the  wound  received  the  day 
previous.  I  enclose  sub- reports  of  Colonel  Scott  and  General  Tay 
lor;  also  a  detailed  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  amounting  to  seventy- 
eight  killed,  and  five  hundred  and  thirty- five  wounded,  and  four  miss 
ing,  in  all  six  hundred  and  seventeen  killed,  wounded  and  missing. 

Respectfully,  &c., 
5  R.  S.  EWELL,  Major  General. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  WINDER  OF  OPERATIONS  OF'SiK 
AND  9xn  JUNE,   1862. 

• 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE,  GALLEY  DISTRICT,  ) 
Camp  near   Weyer's   Cave,    Virginia,  June   15,   1862.       \ 

^  Major  R.  L.  DABNEY,  A.  A.  6r., 

Headquarters   Valley  District : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  report  the  part  taken  by  thia 
brigade  in  the  operations  of  the  8th  and  9th  instants,  near  Port  Re 
public,  Virginia  : 

Whilst  quietly  in  camp,  Sunday  morning,  the  8th  instant,  between 
eight  and  nine  o'clock,  1  heard  artillery  to  oar  right  and  rear,  which 
I  inferred  must  be  that  of  the  enemy.  Captain  Poague  came  in  at 
this  time  and  informed  me  he  had  ordered  his  battery  to  be  prepared 
for  action.  I  approved  it,  and  requested  him  to  transmit  to  Captain 
Carpenter,  camped  just  by  him,  instructions  to  the  same  effect.  The 
good  judgment  of  both  these  officers  had  anticipated  such  orders,  a 
most  fortunate  circumstance,  .jndeed,  as  the  enemy  were  pressing 
rapidly  on  our  rear. 

General  Jackson  rode  to  my  tent  at  this  time,  and  ordered  me  to 
send  a  regiment  to  the  bridge  over  the  Shenandoah  at  Port  Republic 
in  double  quick  time.  -I  at  once  sent  orders  to  Colonel  J.  "W.  Allen, 
commanding  second  regiment,  to  conduct  his  regiment  to  that  point. 
Mounting  my  horse,  I  rode  in  the  direction  of  the  bridge.  Passing 
Poague's  battery,  I  observed  a  Parrott  gun  hitched  up  and  ordered  it 
to  follow  me.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  camp  I  discovered 
the  position  of  a  battery  of  the  enemy  across  the  river,  it  sending 
shell  just  across  the  road,  but  too  high  to  do  any  damage.  The  gun 
arriving,  I  turned  it  to  the  left  to  bear  on  the  aforesaid  battery,  when 
General  Jackson  directed  me  to  send  it  to  him  on  the  right ;  this  I 
did,  and  awaited  the  arrival  of  other  guns,  which  were  &oon  brought 
up  and  placed  in  position  on  the  hill  commanding  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river.  The  second  shot  silenced  the  enemy's  battery,  causing 
it  to  limber  up  and  move  off. 

Carpenter's  battery  arriving,  I  ordered  it  to  be  placed  on  the  left 
of  Poague's,  and  the  eight  pieces  of  the  two  batteries  to  be  directed 
on  the  retreating  battery  and  column  of  ipfantry  advancing  up  the 
"road.  The  guns  were  admirably  and  rapidly  served,  pouring  a  heavy 
and  destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy.  His  column  halted,  staggered 
at  so  warm  a  reception,  wavered,  and  then  retreated  down  the  road, 
being  signally  repulsed  by  the  artillery  alone.  I  directed  the  pieces 
to  move  to  the  left,  keeping  up  a  constant  fire  so  long  as  he  was 
within  range.  Two  or  more  guns  were  moved  a  mile  beyond  the 
original  position. 

Colonel  Allen,  second  regiment,  arriving,  I  directed  him  to  move 
to  the  left,  (General  Telinferro's  brigade  having  gone  to  the  bridge,) 
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throwing  out  skirmishers,  guarding  against  a  flank  movement  by  the 
enemy.  The  fourth  regiment,  Colonel  Ronald,  was  ordered  to  sup 
port  this  regiment.  The  fifth  regiment,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Funk, 
supported  Poague's  battery.  The  twenty-seventh,  Colonel' Grigsby, 
supported  Carpenter's  battery.  The  thirty-third  regiment,  Colonel 
Neff,  was  advanced  on  the  left  and  held  in  position  to  repel"  a  flank 
movement,  and  at  night  picketed  near  the  same  point.  Some  few 
unimportant  changes  occurred  during  the  day,  but  the  enemy  did  not 
again  advance  within  range  of  our  guns.  So  heavy  and  well  di 
rected  was  our  artillery  fire,  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  a  howitzer 
and  two  limbers,  which  were  found  in  the  woods  on  the  following  day, 
being  a  portion  of  the  battery  used  against  us  in  the  morning.  I 
had  observed  him  trying  to  remove  it,  and  succeeded  beyond  my 
expectation  in  forcing  him  to  leave  it,  though  I  knew  he  had  not 
taken  it  off  by  the  road  by  which  it  advanced.  The  brigade  moved 
to  camp  at' dark,  just  abo^  Port  Republic.  The  total  strength  of 
the  brigade  was  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  rank 
and  file  in  action. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  at  forty-five  minutes  past  three 
o'clock,  Borders  were  immediately  given,  and  the  head  of  the  brigade 
reached  the  point  indicated  at  that  hour.  I  met  General  Jackson 
shortly  thereafter,  who  ordered  me  to  move  across  South  river,  on  a 
temporary  foot  bridge  being  constructed.  I  sent  Lieutenant  Garnett 
.to  recall  Colonel  Neff's  regiment  from  picket,  and  then  moved  the 
brigade  as  indicated.  ,1  was  ordered  to  follow  the  road  down  the 
Valley.  I  placed  Colonel  Allen  in  front,  throwing  forward  two  cotn- 
V  panics  as  an  advanced  guard.  Having  proceeded  about  a  mile,  the 
cavalry  in  front  reported  the  enemy's  pickets.  General  Jackson 
being  near,  I  referred  the  \)flacer  to  him.  I  then  received  orders  to 
drive  them,  occupy  the  woods  in  front,  and  attack  the  enemy.  1 
directed  Captain  Nadenbousch.  commanding  advance,  to  deploy 
s'kirmishers  on  either  side  of  the  road,  and  move  forward.  ^Captain 
Carpenter  to  advance  two  pieces,  take  post  on  left  of  road,  and  shell 
the  pickets.  These  orders  were  rapidly  and  well  executed.  The 
enemy's  pickets  disappeared  and  the  skirmishers  advanced,  the  line 
b^ing  supported  by  Colonel  Allen.  The  enemy  here  opened  a  rapid 
fire  of  shell,  with  great  accuracy,  on  the  road  and  vicinity.  I  was 
then  ordered  to  send  a  regiment  through  the  woods  to  endeavor  to 
turn  their  battery  ;  also,  a  battery,  to  get  a  position  above  them.  I 
directed  Colonel  Allen  to  move  with  his  regiment,  he  being  in  ad 
vance,  and  near  the  wood,  to  accomplish  this,  and  Colonel  Ronald, 
fourth  regiment,  to  support  him  ;  Captain  Carpenter  to  take  his  bat 
tery  in  same  direction,  to  execute  the  above  order.  Captain  Poague's 
two  Parrott  guns  I  ordered  in  position  on  the  left  of  the  road,  in  a 
wheat  field,  and  opened  on  the  enemy's  battery,  the  smoke  of  which 
only  could  be  seen;  the  remaining  pieces  being  under  cover.  Colo 
nel  Grigsby,  twenty-seventh  regiment,  I  ordered  to  support  this 
battery.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Funk,  fifth  regiment,  was  placed  on 
the  left,  and  to  the  rear  of  the  twenty- seventh  regiment.  The  thirty- 
third  regiment,  Colonel  Neff,  to  take  position  on  the  right  of  thfr 
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road;  but,  being  detained 'in  crossing  the  river,  this  order  never 
reached  him.  The  enemy's  fire  was  so-  well  directed,  I  found  it  ne 
cessary  to  separate  Poague's  two  guns,  placing  one  some  distance  on 
the  left,  and  ordering  Funk's  regiment  to  follow  the  movement  ere 
the  fire  was  resumed.  The  enemy  soon  placed  a  battery  of  two  pieces 
Jn  front*,  and  in  a  commanding  position.  I  s^nt  Lieutenant  Garnett, 
"and  afterw-ards  Captain  Poague,  to  look  for  a  position  nearer  and 
more  desirable,  but  npne  could  be  found,  unless  the  enemy  were 
driven  off.  I  then  learned  his  skirmishers  were  advancing,  and  or 
dered  Funk's  regiment  forward  'to  support  the  extreme  left  of  the 
line,  at  the  same  time  sending  to  General  Jackson  for  reinforcements, 
being  greatty  outnumbered.  Colonel  II.  Hays  socn  reported  to  me 
with  the  seventh  Louisiana,  regiment.  I  directed  him  to  take  posi 
tion  on  the  right  of  Funk's,  and  ordered  Grigsbyls  regiment  up, 
placing  it  on  the  right  of  Hays.  This  line,  under  Hays,  I  ordered 
to  move  forward,  drive  the  enemy  from  his  position  and  carry  his 
battery  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  I  at  the  same  time  directed  the 
remainder  of  Poague's  and  a. section  of  Carpenter's  battery,  the  latter 
having  reported  it  impossible  to  get  through  the  thick  woods  or  find 
any  position,  to  be  advanced. 

Colonel  Hays  moved  his  command  forward  in  gallant  style,  with-  a 
cheer.  Seeing  his  movement,  I  advanced  with  the  artillery,  placing 
the  guns  in  battery  just  in  rear  of  Hays'  line,  which  I  found  had 
been  halted  behind  a  fence.  The  enemy  being  in  such  strong  force,, 
and  pouring  in  such  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  ajid  rifles,  I  then  sent 
for  reinforcements,  but  received  none.  The  men  stood  it  boldly  for 
some  time,'  and  fought  gallantly,  many  until  ail  their  cartridges! 
were  gone  Captain  Raines  reported  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  one, 
however,  without  any  cannoriiers  ;  this  pic*ce  I  sent  from  the  field, 
the  other  being  brought  into  action  I  had  directed  Captain  Poague 
to  move  with  a  Parrott  gun  to  the  right,  and  sent  Lieutenant  Garnett 
to  Carpenter  to  endeavor  to  place  -his  section  so  as  to  enfilade  the 
enemy. 

The  thirty-first  regiment  Virginia-'  volunteers,  Colonel  Hoffman, 
arrived  about  <his  time  to  relieve  Colonel  Hays,  who  was  ordered  to 
join  his  brigade.  This  change  it  was  impossible  to  effect,  and  I  held 
Colonel  Hoffman  in  rear  of  the  batteries  for  their  security,  as  the 
infantry  line  began  to  waver  under  the  storm  of  shot,  shell,  and  balls 
which  was  being  rained  upon  them.  The  batteries  were  moved  to  the 
rear,  and  I  tried  to  rally  the  men,  placing  Hoffman's  regiment  in  -line 
on  which  to  rally  them.  Here  I  partially  succeeded;  but  the  enemy 
so  greatly  outnumbered  us  and,  getting  within  such  easy  range, 
thinned  our  ranks  so  terribly,  that  it  was  impossible  to  rally  them  for 
some  time,  though  I  was  most  ably  assisted  in  my  endeavors  by  my 
staff,  the  gallant  Hays,  Grigsby,  Funk,  Major  Williams,  fifth  regi 
ment,  Captains  Nadenbousch,  second,  and  Eurke,  fifth  regiment. 
These  came  particularly  under  my  observation,  though  doubtless 
others  did  their  duty  as  nobly  and  bravely.  Here  one  piece  of 
Poague's,  I  regret  to  say,  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands,  I  having  or 
dered  it  to  halt  and  fire  on  his  advancing  column,  where  it 
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disabled,  as  shown  in  Poague's  report.  I  still  endeavored  to  rally 
the  remainder  of  this  force,  and  succeeded  in  getting  the  seventh 
Louisiana,  under  Major  Penn,  the  colonel  and  lieutenant  colonel  both 
being  wounded,  and  fifth  regiment,  under  Funk.  I  placed  two  pieces 
of  Poague*s  battery  in  the  position  previously  occupied  and  again 
opened  fire  on  the.  enemy,  he  having  halted' in  his  advance.  A  sharp 
fire  from  the  wood  on  our  right  told  that  General  Taylor's  and  Allen's 
forces. were  engaged.  I  directed  the  Parrott  guri  on  the  enemy's  bat 
tery,  which  was  now  turned  on  those  forces.  I  was  gratified  to  learn 
from  General  Taylor  that  this  fire  was  of  service  to  him.  The  enemy 
now  moved  to  his  left  flank,  apparently  to  surround  this  command  in 
the  woods-.  Seeing  two  regiments- lying  quietly  on  their  arms  to  the 
right,  under  the  woods,  I  despatched  Lieutenant  Garnett  to  order 
them  forward  rapidly,  to  press  the  enemy's  rear.  I  then  moved  for 
ward  the  artillery,  with  its  supports,  and  obtained  -a  far  better 
position.  .  Captain  Chew  here  reported  to  me,  and  did  good  execution 
with  his  battery,  displaying  great  skill  and  accuracy  in  his  fire.  I 
soon  met  General  Jackson  and  reported  my  impressions  to  him,  and 
was  told  he  had  ofdered  up  other  troops.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Garnett, 
forty-eighth  regiment,  came  up,  reporting  for  orders.  I  directed  him 
to  follow  the  road  in  double-quick,  pressing  the  eruemy  hotly  in  rear 
and  driving  him  from  his  position.  Major-  Holliday,  thirty-third 
regiment,  rode  up  at  this  time,  and,  through  him,  I  sent  orders  to 
Colonel  Neff  to  do  the  same.  The  batteries  arriving,  I  continued  to 
advance  them  as  rapidly  as  possible^  pouring  in  a  heavy  .and  well 
directed  fire  on  the  retreating  columns  of  the  enemy  ^  who  were  now 
driven  from  the  field,  routed  at  every  point.  A  section  of  Captain 
Brockenbrough's  battery  joined  me  just  as  the  retreat  commenced 
and  was  ably  handled.  The  roads  and  woods  were  shelled,  and  the 
enemy  scattered  in  every  direction.  The  pursuit  was  continued  some 
four  miles,  when  I  met  General  Jackson,  who  was  in  advance,  and  by 
his  orders  halted  all  the  artillery,  except  two  pieces  of  Chew's  bat 
tery.  The, enemy  being  again  driven  from  their  ambuscade,  I  followed 
with  my  command  to  a  point  $ome  eight  or  nine  miles  below  Port  Re 
public,  when  I  received  orders  to  return  and  camp  with  my  wagons, 
which  order  was  executed — -my  advance  reaching  camp,  on  the  summit 
of  the  Blue  Ridge,  at  Brown's  gap,  at  midnight,  and  the  batteries  at 
daylight.  It  again  affords  me  sincere  and  great  gratification  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  courage,  gallantry,  fortitude  and  good  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  under  my  command,  and  to  them  I  return  my  heart 
felt  thanks.  They  fought  gallantly  and  desperately,  as  our  holy  cause 
urged  them  to  do,  and  though  temporarily  repulsed,  it  was  only  from 
overwhelming  numbers.  Although  exposed  to  such  a  withering  fire, 
the  killed  are  few  in  number,  a  kind  Providence  having  guarded  many 
from  the  great  dangers  to  which  they  were  exposed.  Colonels  Allen 
and  Ronaldfwer,e  so  far  separated  from  me,  I  must  refer  to  their  re 
spective  reports  for  the  operations  of  their  regiments.  To  my  staff, 
Captain  O'Brien,  Lieutenants  Howard  and  Garnett,  I  tender  my  sin 
cere  thanks  for  their  assistance  in  transmitting  my  orders  to  different 
points,  (though  under  heavy  fire  frequently,  after  the  fight  became 
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general,  ever  ready  and  prompt )  The  casualties  were:  two  officers 
and  eleven  rank  and  file  killed,  six  officers  and  one  hundred  and  forty  - 
eight  rank  and  file  wounded,  and  thirty-two  rank  and  file  missing, 
making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine.  The  strength  of  the 
brigade  was  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirteen  rank  and  file. 
For  detailed  accounts  of  the  affair  I  respectfully  refer  to  the  reports 
of  the  several  commanders,  herewith  transmitted. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

CHARLES  S.  WINDER, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  SECOND  BRIGADE  IN   THE    BATTLE  OF  OTH 

JUNE. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  BRIGADE,  V.   D.,    ) 
Camp  near  Mount  Meridian,  June  14th,  1862.  J 

Major  R.  L.  DABNEI-,  A.   G.,   V.  D. ; 

MAJOR  :  In  obedien.ce  to  your  order,  I  beg,  leave  t/o  submit  to  you 
the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of 
the  9th  instant  near  Port  Republic  : 

On  arriving- on  the  field  of  battle,  the  fifty-second  regiment,  under 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Skinner,  was  ordered  to  take  position  on  th'e  left 
flank,  in  order  to  support  General  Winders  brigade,  then  engaged 
with  the  enemy.  The  forty-fourth  and  fifty-eighth,  under  my  com 
mand,  were  ordered  to  take  position  in  the  woods  on  the  right  of  tne 
road,  and  on  our  right  flank  in  the  rear  of  General  Taylor's  brigade, 
which  was  thrown  forward  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  the  most 
advanced  batteries  of  the  enemy.  We  were  ordered  to  support  Gen 
eral  Taylor.  In  a  short  time  after  the  fifty- second  reached  theirtpo- 
sition  on  our  left  flank,  General  Winder's  brigade  was  driven  back, 
and  the  fifty-second,  advancing  to  their  support,  were  also  overpow 
ered  and  driven  back,  and  the  enemy  advanced.  Seeing  this,  General 
Ewell  ordered  my  brigade,  now  consisting  of  the  forty-fourth  and 
fifty-eighth,  to  charge  the  enemy  .diagonally  across  the  field.  This 
they  did,  with  loud  cheers,  which  caused  the  enemy  to  fall  back,  but 
.as  General  Eweli  was  with  the  brigade,  the  remainder  of  the  battle,  1 
refer  you  to  his  report  for  an  account  of  its  subsequent  operations. 

In  this  action,  Lieutenant  Walker,  of  company  E,  in  the  forty- 
fourth  regin*ent,  highly  distinguished  himself  for  his  gallantry.  The 
fifty-eighth  had  four  killed  and  eighteen  wounded.  The  forty-fourth 
had  fifteen,  killed  and  thirty-five  wounded,  nearly  one-half  of  those 
present  at  the  battle.  The  fifty-second  had  twelve  killed  and  sixty- 
five  wounded,  and  seven  missing.  Amongst  those  were  Lieutenant 
G.  W.  Seaford.  killed,  and  Captain  P.  Moore  and  Lieutenant  W. 
Ridge  way,  wounded,  in  the  fifty-eighth.  Lieutenant  Wm.  II.  Robert- 
eon,  killed,  and  Captain  John  T.  Martin,  Captain  Thomas  R.  Back- 
ner,  and  Captain  John  S.  Anderson,  and  Lieutenant  Omohundro, 
Lieutenant  James  H.  Hughes,  wounded,  in  the  forty-fourth.  Cap 
tain  B.  T.  Walton,  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Lewis  Harm  an,  Lieutenant 
S.  Brown,-  Lieutenant  John  Hanna,  and  Lieutenant  James  White, 
•wounded,  in  the  fifty-second.  * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant; 

W.  C.  SCOTT, 
Commanding  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  TALIAFERRO  OF  OPERATIONS  OK 
STH  AND  9TH  JUNE. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  gpRiciDE,  V.-  D.,    •> 

Camp  near  Port  Republic,  June  13th,   1862.) 

To  Major  11.  L.  DABNEY,  A.  A.  G.  : 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  make' a  brief  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  brigade  on  the  8th  and  9th  instants. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  my  camp,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Shenaridoah,  was  disturbed  by  the  sound  of  artillery,  close  under  the 
hills  "below  us,  arid  apparently  in  the  town  of  Port  Republic.  I  im 
mediately  ordered  the  brigade  to  be  formed,  and,  as  it  was  about  to  be 
formed  for  instruction,  the'  regiments  were  speedily  in  line.  I  re 
ceived  orders  to  move  the  regiments  as  they  were  formed  to  the 
bridge,  which  was  done.  On  reaching  the  crest  of  the  hill  overlook 
ing  the  town  and  river,  I  perceived  that  a  party  of  the  enemy,  coi*- 
sisting  of  some  cavalry  and  two  field  pieces,  had  penetrated  the  town 
ani  that  a  piece  was  planted  at  the  mouth  of  the  bridge  co-arm  and  ing 
its  entrance,  and  the  whole  distance  through  it.  I  found  Major  Gen 
eral  Jackson  on  the  hill,  in  person,  directing  the  fire  of  some  of  our 
pieces,  and  he  ordered  me  to  charge  across  the  bridge,  capture  the 
piece,  and  occupy  the  town.  We  were  exposed  to  considerable  fire 
from  the  enemy's  gune  in  crossing  the  hill,  and  the  thirty -seventh  regi 
ment  lost  three  men  ;  but  that  regiment,  Col.  Fulkerson,  with  the  ut 
most  gallantry,  afteV  delivering  a  fire,  charged  across  the  bridge, 
captured  the  piece,  and  chased  the  enemy  from  the  village,  killing 
and  capturing  several  of  them,  Had  I  known  the  topography,  we 
could  have  captured  most  of  tlie  enemy,  but  we  made  a*  first  for  the 
lower  ford,  which  I  supposed  was  the  only  one  leading  into  the  town. 
Lieutenant  Duncan,  of  the  thirty-seventh,  perceiving  <he  enemy 
crossing  at  an  upper  ford,  promptly  detached  a  part  of  the  regiment, 
and  fired  upon  the  retreating  enemy  at  that  point,  but  not  in  time  to 
cut  them  off.  I  threw  the  tenth.  Colonel  Warren,  into  the  town,  and 
occupied  with  that  and  the  thirty-seventh,  the  fords  near  the  town  ; 
placed  a  battery  (Carrington's)  on  the  hill  on  the  west  side,  which 
commanded  the  upper  fords,  and  sent  thp  twenty-third  regiment 
to  protect  the  ford  near  Weyer's  cave.  In  the  meantime,  the  enemy's 
infantry,  which  had  advanced  toward  the  town,  was  driven  back  Jby 
the  artillery  in  great  confusion.  Captain  Wooding's  battery  of  my 
brigade,  did  beautiful  service  from*  it's  position  ;  the-  precision  and 
accuracy  of  its  fire,  and  the  terrible  execution  it  effected,  eliciting 
the  admiration  of  all  who  witnessed  it  In  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  the  commanding  General,  I  occupied  the  town-  during  the  night, 
with  part  of  my  command,  and  was  ordered,  at  dawn  of  the  9th,  to  re- 
occupy  the  position  I  had  held  on  the  8th,  so  as  to  co-operate  with 
Geh.  Trimble  and  Col.  Pattern's  brigades,  which  were  to  remain  on  tho 
north  side  of  the  river.  The  other  brigades  of  the  army  then  passed 
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me  to  attack  Shields'  troops  down  the  -Valley.  After  the  fight  had 
lasted  some  time,  I  was  ordered  to  move  to  the  scene  of  action,  which 
was  accomplished  by  ray  men  with  wonderful  celerity.  I  came  up 
with  the  enemy  at  Lewis'  house,  and  found  them  posted  in  the  or 
chard  and  under  the  crest  of  a  hill.  General  Tajlor's  Louisiana 
bri  £  adduce  up  ied  the  hills  on  the  right  of  the  road,  from  which,  with 
extraordinary  gallantry,  they  had  driven  the  eneray,  capturiog  a  full 
battery.  At  this  point  I  could  perceive  that  the  enemy  wera 
leaving  the  orchard  and  slowly  retreating  down  the  flat.  I  hurried 
up  my  command  as  rapidly  as  possible,  fired  upon  the  enemy,  who, 
after  delivering  two  volleys  at  us  from  an  'entire  regiment,  became 
demoralized,  broke,  and  fled.  We  pursued  them  seven  miles  with  the 
infantry  and  captured  between  three  and  four  hundred  I  do  not 
.  estimat-e-the  number  taken  by  other  troops.  Captain  Woodinofs  bat 
tery  had,  during  this  time,  been  rendering  most  effective  service,  and 
the  effect  of  his  shot  was  remarkable.  By  direction  of  Major  Gene 
ral  Jackson,  two  pieces  of  his  battery  were  pushed  forward,  and  pur 
sued  the  enemy  with  the  cavalry  for  many  miles  beyond  the  infantry, 
rendering,  under  the  eye  of  the  commanding  General,  the  most  effec 
tive  service. 

In  -conclusion,  I  have  to  state  that  my  brigade  had  the  opportunity 
to  take  but  litle  part  in  the  glorious  .victory  achieved  by  our  troops 
on  this  day.  They  reached  the  battle-field  only  just  before  the  enemy 
retreated ;  were  under  fire  for  a  very  short  time,  and  only  had  the 
satisfaction  of  securing  the  fruit  of  the  gallantry  of  others.  Never 
theless,  I  trust  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  refering  to  the  rapidity  with 
which  they  pressed  forw.ard  to  the  fight,  and  the  zeal  and  gallantry 
manifested  by  officers  and  men.  The  thirty-seventh  regiment,  Colo 
nel,  Fulkerson,  was  in  front,  and  captured  most  of  the  prisoners*. 
Captain  Wood  and  Lieut.  Duncan,  of  that  regiment,,  rendered  remarka 
ble  service,  and  Sergeant  Samuel  L.  Graf,  company  D,  thirty -seventh, 
actually  captured  at  one  time  a  Federal  captain  and  eleven  of  his 
meri,  all  armed,  and  although  fired  upon  by  them,  seized  the  captain's 
sword  and  made  the  men  throw  down  their,  arms. 

I  am  under  obligations  to  the  officers  of  my  staff.  Captain  Pen- 
dleton,  A.  A.  G.  ;  Lieutenant  Taliaferro,  A.  D.  C.,  and  Major  Stan- 
ard,  brigade  commissary,  for  their  services  and  gallant  conduct. 
Colonel  Fulkerson,  in  the  advance,  managed  his  command  admirably, 
and  Colonel  Warren,  tenth  Virginia,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carter, 
twenty-third,  kept  their  commands  closed  up,  and  all  in  hand  for 
action. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier  General  commanding  Third  Brigade,  V.  D. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  WALKER  OF  OPERATIONS  OF 
FOURTH  BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  BRIGADE,  Jime    14^1862. 

Major  JAMES  BARBOUR,  A.  A.  General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  movements   of  the  regiments  under 
my  command,  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  the  present  month/: 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  General  Elzy  ordered  me  to  take  my 
own,  (thirteenth  Virginia,)  and  the  twenty-fifth  Virginia  regiment, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Duffey  commanding,  and  proceed  to  the  right  of 
our  liiaes,  to  prevent  an  attempt  to  turn  that  flank.  We  moved  by  the 
right  flank  until  I  thought  we  were  on  the  enemy's  extreme  left-  and  then 
sending  two  companies  forward,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Terrill,  as  skirmishers,  we-  advanced  in  line  across  the  cleared 
ground  and  through  the  wood  beyond,  without  encountering  the  en 
emy.  When  the  skirmishers  reached  the  skirt  of  the  woods  near 
Ever's  house,  th'ey  reported  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  close  at  hand. 
I  halted  my  command,  and,  going  foward  to  reconnoitre,  found  a  large 
force  of  infantry,  probably  a  brigade,  and  a  battery  in  a  wheat  field, 
about  four  hundred  yards  from  our  position.  Finding  myself  en 
tirely  separated  from  our  troops  on  the  left,  and  perceiving  the  en 
emy  were  moving  a  regiment  through  the  woods  to  our  right,  I  deemed 
it  best  to  withdraw  to  the  woods  and  await  the  coming  of  other  troops. 
I'did  so,  and  encountered  General  Trimble's  brigade  advancing^!! 
our  left.  General  Trimble  informed  me  tha£  he  was  going  forwara  to 
charge  the  enemy's  battery,  and  directed  me  to  advance  on  his  right. 
•This  I  did,  again  sending  Colonel  Terrill  forward  with  skirmishers. 
He  soon  encountered  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  that  had  followed  us 
into  the  woods.  After  a  brtef  but  active  skirmish,  they  were  driven 
back,  with  the  loss  of  several  killed  and  wounded  ;  among  the  latter, 
an  aid  of  General  Blenker.  We  again  moved  forward  under  cover 
of  Ever's  house  and  barn,  until  ordered  by  General  Trimble  to  move 
more  to  the  right,  so  as  to  leave  the  barn  and  house  OR  my  left  In 
moving  by  the  right  flank  to  gain  this  position,  we  received  a  heavy 
voile}7  of  musketry,  from  a  Yankee  force  on  our  left,  which  wounded 
several  of  the  twenty-fifth  Virginia  regiment,  arid  almost  at  the  same 
instant,  the  right  of  the  thirteenth  regim-ent  came  into  full 'view  of  a 
battery  of  three  pieces,  supported  by  .three  regiments  of  infantry, 
and  not  more  than  four  hundred  yards  in  front.  The  battery  opened 
a  well  directed  and  heavy  fire  with  grape,  whicji,  owing  to  the  unex 
pected  nature  of  the*  attack',  caused  some  confusion  ;•  but  order  having 
been  restored,  the  troops  advanced  steadily  to  the  front,  to  a  fence 
fifty  yards  further  in  advance.  Finding  General  Trimble's  brigade 
was  detained  by  a  force  on  our  left,  I  ordered  the  men  to  lie  down 
and  fire,  this  they  did  with  such  effect  as  to  twice  drive  the  enemy 
from  one  of  their  guns.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  galling,  and  see 
ing  no  further  good  could  be  accomplished  by  remaining  longer  in  my 
position,  I  moved  again  by  the  right  flank  to  the  cover  of  a  wood  and 
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halted.     About  this  time   the   enemy  fell  back,  and  I  was  ordered  to 
remain  in  my  position. 

About  sundown,  I  was  directed  by  General  Trimble,  to  join  him 
en  the  left,  which  I  did,  and  remained  with  his  brigade  until  ordered 
back  to  camp,  about  ten  o'clock  at  night.  The  men  and  officers  of 
both  regiments  were  exposed  to  a  terrible  fire  for  a  few  moments,  and 
behaved  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

For  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  twelfth  Georgia  and  thirty- 
first  Virginia  volunteers  on  the  8th,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the 
report  of  the  commanders  of  the  respective  regiments,  marked  A 
and  B. 

Lists  of  the  killed  and  wounded  will  be  found  enclosed  for  each  re 
giment. 

The  report  from  Raines'  battery  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  received. 

On  the  9th,  I  was  placed  in  command  of  the  fourth  brigade,  Gene 
ral  Elzey  having  been  wounded  on  the  preceding  day.  After  cross 
ing  the  river,  I  reported  to  Major  General  Jackson,  who  ordered  me 
to  send  one  regiment  and  my  battery  (Raines')  to  support  General 
Winder.  I  detached  the  thirty-first  Virginia  regiment,  under  com 
mand  of  Colonel  Hoffman,  for  this  purpose,  and  saw  no  more  of  the 
regiment  or  battery  during  the'  day.  The  accompanying  report, 
marked  C,  of 'Colonel  Hoffman,  will  show  the  operations  of  his  regi 
ment,  which,  I  regret  to  say,  was  badly  cut  up,  being  placed  in  a  very 
exposed  position  for  some  time.  With  the  entire  remaining  regiments, 
thirteenth,  twenty-fifth  Virginia,  and  tenth  Georgia, 'I  was  ordered  to 
follow  General  Taylor's  brigade.  I  attempted  to  do-this,  but  having 
no  guide,  and  being  totally  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  we  became  entangled  in  the  thick  undergrowth,  and  made 
slow  progress  until  wo  arrived  at  a  precipice,  so  matted  and  grown 
over  with  laurel  and  ivy,  that  we  could  advance  no  further  in  that  di 
rection.  I  then  inarched  back  and  around  the  end  of  the  bluff,  and 
pushed  forward  rapidly  in  the  direction  of  the  heavy  firing  on  the 
right;  but  juct  as  we  came  in  sight  of  General  Taylor's  brigade,  he 
had  succeeded  in  taking  the  enemy's  battery,  and  we  were  left  no 
part  but  to  follow  the  retiring  foe,  which  we  did,  until  ordered  back. 
.  The  totul  casualties  in  the  four  infantry  regiments  were  : 

On  the  8th  instant,  five  killed,,  sixty-two  wounded;  total,  sixty- 
seven. 

On  the  9th  .instant,  fifteen  killed,  eighty  wounded  and  four  miss 
ing  ;  total,  ninety-nine. 

Aggregate,  twenty  killed,  one  hundred  and  forty-two  wounded  and 
fpur  missing  ;  total,  one  hundred  and  sixty-six 

in  Raines'  battery,  there  were  two  killed,  and  seven  wounded  ; 
eighteen  horses  killed  or  disabled. 

Lists  of  the  casualties  in  each  regiment  are  herewith  appended. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  WALKER, 

Colonel  \Sth  Va.  volunteers,  commanding  4th  brigade. 
Official : 

G.  CAMPBELL  BROWN,  \4.  A.  G.,  third  division. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  TRIMBLE*  OF  BATTLES  OF  JUNE 
STH  AND'9-m,    1862.  '• 

HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  BRIGADE,       ^ 
Brown 's  Gap,  June  11,  1362.  { 

•Major  J.  H.  BARBOUK,  A.  ,A.  General : 

In  compliance  with  the  orders  of  Major  General .  Ewell,  I  send  a 
statement  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  on  the  8th  and  9th  instants, 
in  the  battle  of  Cross-Keys. 

At  your  request  I  rode  forward  with  you,  on  the  morning  of  the 
8th,  at  about  ten  o'clock,  t-o  examine  the  ground  most  desirable  for 
defence.  It  was  decided  to  post  my  artillery  (CourtnayVs  battery,)  on 
the  hill  to  the  south  of  the  small  stream,  and  immediately  on  the  left 
pf  road  from  Union  Church  to  Port  Republic.  You  directed  my  bri 
gade  to  take  the  right  of  our  line  of  defence,  tfnd  occupy  the  pine  hill 
to  the  eaat  of  the  road  and  the  battery,  but  somewhat  retired  from  the 
front,  in  echelon  position.  .Previous  to  assigning  my  brigade  its 
position  in  line  of  battle,  1  rode  forward  in  front  and'  to  the  right, 
about  half  a  mile,  and  examined  a  wooded  hill  running  nearly  parallel 
to  our  line  of  battle.  Finding  this  position  advantageous,  with  its 
left  in  view  and* protected  by  my  artillery,  and  its  right  by  a  ravine 
and  densely  wooded  hill.  I  at  once  occupied  this  position  with  two 
regiments,  (the  sixteenth  Mississippi  and  twenty-first  Georgia,)  about 
half  past  ten  o'clock,  leaving  tlxe  twenty-first  North  Carolina  with  the 
battery  to  protect  it.  Colonel  Canty,  of  the  fifteenth  Alabama,  by 
General  EwelPs  order,  had  been  left  on  picket  at  Union  Church,  onu 
mile  in  advance.  This  regiment  was  the  first  engaged,  resisting  the 
enemy's  advance  by  a  destructive  fire  from  the  church,  the  graveyard 
and  the  woods.  Their  force  was  checked,  and  they  did  not  pursue 
the  regiment,  which  soon  after  retired,  finding  itself  outflanked  on 
right  and  left,  and  narrowly  escaped  being  entirely  cut  off,  from  the 
failure  of  cavalry  picket  to  do  their  duty.  Colonel  Courtnay's  owu 
pickets,  thrown  out  as  a  precaution,  though  told  the  cavalry  was  on 
that  duty,  alone  saved  the  regiment.  In  retreating  in  good  order,  he 
passed  the  enemy's  flanking  forces  on  the  right  end  left,  within  long 
gunshot  range,  and 'succeeded  in  reaching  my  position  with  trifling 
loss.  Colonel  Canty  was  placed  on  the  right  of  the  two  regiments 
before  named.  • 

Half  an  hour  later,  the  enemy  were  seen. to  advance,  with  General 
Blenker's  old  brigade  among  the  regiments,, as  prisoners  informed  me, 
the  eighth  New  York  and  Bucktail  rifles,  from  Pennsylvania,  driving 
in  our  packets  before  a  heavy  fire.  I  ordered  the  three  regiments  -to 
rest  quietly  in  the  edge  of  an  open  wood,  until  the"  enemy,  who  were^ 
advancing  in  regular  order  across  the  field  and  hollow,  should  come 
within  fifty  steps  of  our  line  ;  the  order  was  mainly  observed,  and  as 
the  enemy  appeared  above  the  crest  of  the  hill,  a  deadly  fire  was  de- 
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deluded  victims  of  northern  fanaticism  and  misrule  by  scores.  The 
repulse  of  the  enemy  was  complete,  followed  by  an  advance,  ordered 
by  me,  in  pursuit.  As  the  enemy's  rear  regiments  had  halted  in  tin- 
wood  on  the  other  side  of  the  valley,  I  deemed  it  prudent,  after  the 
field  in  our  front  Kad  been  cleared,  to  resume  our  position  on  the  hill 
and  await  their  further  adv|nce.  Remaining  in  our  position  some 
fifteen  minutes,  and  finding  the  enemy  not  disposed  to  renew  the  con 
test,  and  observing  from  its  fire,  a  battery  on  the  enemy's  left,  half  a 
mile  in  advance  of  us,  I  promptly  decided  to  make  a  move  from  our 
right  flank,  and  try  to.  capture  the  battery,  as  I  reported  at  the  time 
to  General  Ewell,  wlio  at  this  stage  of  the  action,  sent  to  know  our 
success,  and  to  ask  if  I  wanted  reinforcements  ;  to  which  I  replied, 
"I  had  driven  back  the  enemV,  wanted  no  aid,  but  thought  I  could 
take  their  battery,  and  was  moving  for  that  purpose." 

I  accordingly,  in  person,  moved  the  fifteenth  Alabama  to  the  right 
along  a  ravine,  arid,  unperceived,  got  upon  the  enemy's  left  flank  and 
in  his  rear.  Marching  up  in  fine  order,  as  on  drill,  I  had,  on  leaving 
this  regiment,  ordered  the  other  two  to  advance  rapidly  in  front 
as  soon  as  they  heard  I  was  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy.  These 
regiments,  before  the  order  was  executed,  stood  calmly  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  the  enemy's  /artillery  directed,  at  the  woods.  The  fifteenth 
Alabama,  completely  surprised  the  forces  in  their  front,  (the  enemy's 
left  flank.)  and  drove  them,  by  a  heavy  fire,  hotly  returned,  from  be 
hind  logs  and  trees,  along  the  wood  to  the  westward.  Meantime  -tho 
twenty-first  Georgia  and  sixteenth  Mississippi,  moved  across  the  field, 
and  fell  in  with  the  remainder  of  the  ene'my's,  brigade,  which  htt-1  re 
formed  in  tiie  woods  to  our  left,  and  delivered  a  galling  fire  upon  the 
sixteenth  Mississippi,  which  omitted  to  turn  up  the  woods,  to  its  left, 
after  the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  thus  exposing  its  men  to  enfilading 
fire.  Colonel  Mercer,  of  the  twenty-first  Georgia,  came  to  their  timely 
rescue,  and  both 'soon  gallantly  drove  the  enemy  out  of  the  woods, 
killing  and  wounding  large  numbers. 

On  marching  to  the  right  flank,  with  the  fifteenth  Alabama,  I  found 
parts  of  the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth  Virginia  regiments,  under 
command  of  Colonel  J.  A.  Walker,  of  Elzey's  brigade,  had  been 
ordered  to  my  support,  by  General  Ewell,  I  ordered  Colonel  Walker 
to  move  on  my  right  through  the  woods,  and  advance  on  the  enemy 
m  line  of  battle  perpendicularly  to  his  line,  and  in-rear  of  the  battery. 
Unluckily,  as  the  woo^s  tended  to  his  right,  he  marched  directly  on, 
fell  in  with  my  regiment,  (fifteenth  Alabama,)  and  lost  time  by  having 
to  move  by  the  flank,  to  regain  his  position.  In  doing  this,  he  was 
exposed  to  the  view  of  the  battery,  which  turned  its  fire  on  him  with 
galling  effect,  compelling  a  resort  to  the  woods.  At  this  time  the 
right  wing  of  the  fifteenth  Alabama  had  advanced,  unperceived,  under 
:ny  direction  to  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  battery,  there  play- 
mg  rapidly  over  their  heads,  on  the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth  Vir 
ginia.  Perceiving  the  sixteenth  Mississippi  and  twenty-first  Georgia 
had  advanced,  I  gave  orders  to  charge  the  battery.  Upon  reaching  the 
'op  of  the  hill,  I  found  it  had  limbered  up.  arc!  rapi-l'y  retired  ;  having 
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lost  several  horses  by  our  fire.  Fve  minutes  gain  in  time,  would  have 
captured  the  guns.  This  was  lost  by  the  Mississippi  regiment  in  mis 
construing  my  orders. - 

Another  brigade  of  the  enemy  supported  the  battery  two  hundred 
yards  to  its  left.  Our  right  advanced  into  the  open  ground,  and  at 
the  time  the  Alabama  and  the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth  Virginia 
reached  their  positions,  this  force  was  duiven  back  by  their  united 
action,  and  retired  with  their  battery.  After  some  minutes  brisk  fire 
by  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  their  entire  left  wing  retreated  to  their 
first  position,  near  Union  Church,  on  the  Kisseltown  road.  At  this- 
time,  General  Taylor  with  his  brigade  joined  me.  He  had  previously 
been  ordered  to  my  support,  and  I  had  directed  him  to  march  up  in 
the  open  ground,  between  the  woods,  but  'he  passed  too  far  to  the  right, 
and  lost  time  by  falling  in  behind  the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth  Vir 
ginia  regiments.  I  called  General  Taylor  to  an  interview,  on  an  emi 
nence  in  view  of  the  enemy,  then  a  mile  distant,  where  a  battery  with 
an  infantry  force,  of  what  .strength  we  could  not  discover,  was  in 
sight.  I  proposed  to  move  forward  and  renew  the  fight.  General 
Taylor's  reply  was  that  "we  could  soon  wipe  out  that  force,  if  it  would 
do  any  good,"  but  proposed  to  return  his  brigade  to  camp  as  he  had 
that  morning  marched  rapidly  to  Port  Republic  and  returned,  and  his 
men  needed  rest  and  food.  I  replied  that  we  had  better  attack  the 
enemy ;  but  as  he  did  not  agree  with  me,  and  as  I  at  that  time  under 
stood  that  he  was  sent  to  aid  me  in  the  contest  which  was  then  ended, 
I  did  not  insist  on  his  remaining.  He  left  me  about  four,  P.  M.  I 
then  disposed  the  three  regiments  in  the  woods?  in  regular  order, 
about  one  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  enemy,  with  skirmishers  in 
front  and  on  the  flank,  sending  word  to  General  Ewell  that* the  enemy 
had  been  repulsed  on  our  right,  and  that  I  awaited  orders. 

About  half  an  hour  after  General  Taylor  left,  Major  Barbour  came 
to  me,  with  orders  from  General  Ewell,  "to  move  to  the  front,"  and 
that  a  force  would  be  sent  forward  on  the  enemy's  right  to  make  a 
combined  attack  before  night.  It  was  too  late  to  recall  General  Tay 
lor.  I  moved  through  the  woods  and  halted  in  line,  five  hundred 
yards  from  the  enemy's  front,  (displayed  along  the  Kisseltown  road,) 
prepared  to  attack  him  as  soon  as  I  could  hear  frcin  their  fire,  that 
our  force  on  his  flank  was  engaged.  I  waited  half  an  hour  without 
any  intimation  of  this  attack,  and  sent  a  courier  to  General  Ewell,  to 
say  I  awaited  the  movement  on  our  left.  Half  an  hour  afterwards,  I 
sent  another  courier  with  the" same  message,  ami,  soon  after,  Lieuten 
ant  Lee,  of  my  staff,  to  say  that  if  the  attack  was  made  on  their 
flank,  to  divert  their  attention  from  my  movement,  I  thought  I  could 
overpower  the  enemy  in  front,  but  that  it  would  be  injudicious  to  do 
so  alone,  as  I  could  plainly  see  three  batteries  of  the  enemy  all  able 
to  bear  on  our  force,  as  we  should'  advance  across  the  open  fields,  and 
what  I  estimated  at  five  brigades  of  infantry.  I  waited  in  suspense 
until  after  dark,  saw  the  enemy  go  into  camp,  light  their  fires,  draw 
rations,  and  otherwise  dispose  themselves  for  the  night,  evidently  not 
expecting  any  further  attack.  I  then  sought  General  Ewell,  to  re 
commend  a  night  attack,  and  found  he  had  gone  to  report  to  General 
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Jackson.  Before  leaving,  I  was^  strongly  tempted  to  make  the  ad 
vance  alone,  at  night,  and  should  have  done  so,  had  I  not  felt  it  a 
duty  to  secure  complete  success  by  waiting  for  the  combined  attack 
before  alluded  to,  and  having  some  scruples  in  regard  to  a  possible 
failure  if  acting  alone,  which  might  have  thwarted  the  plans  of  the 
commanding  General,  whose  success  the  day  after  would  be  seriously 
jeopardized  by  even  a  partial  reverse,  after  the  fortunate  results  of  the 
day.  *I  regretted  that  I  had  not  detained  General  Taylor  until  Major 
Barbour  reached  me,  as,  with  his  brigade  and  my  own,  the  result 
would  have  been  reasonably  certain,  without  consulting  General 
Ewell.  Finally,  convinced  that  we 'could  make  a  successful  night  at 
tack,  and  capture  or  disperse  General  Fremont's  entire  force,  cer 
tainly  all  his  artillery,  I  awaited  General  Swell's  return,  and  then 
urged  more  than  ever  the  attack,  and  begged  him  to  go  with  me,  and 
"see  how  easy  it  was."  He  said  he  could  not  take  the  responsibility, 
and  if  it  was  to  be  done,  I  would  have  to  see  General  Jackson.  I 
accordingly  rode  seven  miles  to  see  him,  obtained  his. consent  to  have 
Colonel  Patton's  battalion  co-operate  with  me,  and  his  directions  **  -to 
consult  General  Ewell,  and  be  guided  by  him.  On  returning  to  Gen 
eral  Ewell  with  this  permission,  he  declined  taking  the  responsibility 
which  he  said  thus  rested  on  him,  and  continued,  with  General  Tay 
lor,  to  oppose  it* against  my  urgent  entreaties  to  be  permitted  to  make 
the  attack  alone,  with  my  brigade.  He  only  replied,  "  You  have 
done  well  enough  for  one  day,  and  even  a  partial  reverse  would  in 
terfere  with  General  Jackson's  plans  for  the  next  day."  I  replied 
that,  "we'  should  have  the  army  of  Fremont  pressing  us  to-morrow, 
if  not  driven  off,  and  that  we  had  better  fight  one  army  at  a'  time." 
So  ended  the  matter.  My  regiments  remained  under  arms  all  night, 
and  I  moved  to  camp  at  daybreak  with  reluctance. 

Having  received  orders  to  retard  the  advance  of  the  enemy  on  fche 
Port  Republic  road,  on  the  9th,  I  took  up  our  old  position,  and  re 
mained  until  nine  o'clock,  when,  being  without  artillery,  and  finding 
the  enemy  had  placed  a  battery  to  drive  us  out  of  the  wood,  where 
they  had  sustained  so  iatal  a  repulse  the  day  before,  I  slowly  retired 
-towards  Port  Republic.  Receiving  from  General  Jackson  two  mes 
sages,  in  quick  succession,  to  hasten  to  the  battle-field,  where  he  had 
engaged  General  Shields'  army,  I  marched  rapidly  to  obey  this  order, 
crossed  the  bridge,  burned  it  just  before  the  enemy  appeared,  and 
reached  the  field  after  the  contest  had  been  decided  in  our  favor.  To 
sum  up  the  occurrences  of  the  day,  I  may  state  that  our  handsome 
success  on  the  right  was  due  to  the  judicious  position  selected,  as  well 
as  to  the  game  spirit  and  eagerness  of  the  men.  The  flank  move 
ment  to  the  right,  totally  unexpected  by  the  enemy,  and  handsomely 
carried  out  by  Colonel  Gantey,  completed  our  success,  and  although 
we  failed  to  take  their  battery,  it  was  not  attributable  to  unskillful 
majiceuvering,  but  t<*  one  of  those  accidents  which  often  decide  the  re 
sult  of  battles  and  partial  engagements. 

To  the  bearing  of  all  the  officers — dismounted  by  my  order,  except 
myself  and  staff — and  the  men,  I  give  most  favorable  testimony;  and 
cannot  withhold  my  highest  admiration  of  their  gallant  conduct  and 
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fine  discipline,  and  after  the  contest  ars  you  witnessed,  every  regi 
ment  was  in  line,  as  composed  as  if  they  had  been  on  drill. 

The  prisoners  and  wounded  say  two  brigades  were  opposed  to  us, 
(General  Blenker's  old  brigade,  now  Stahl's,  and  General  Train's; 
with  reserves,  probably,  not  less  than  six  to -seven  thousand  men,  one 
regiment  having  brought  eight  hundred  men  on  the  field,)  with  two 
Jbatteries  of  artillery.  My  three  regiments,  counting  thirteen  hun 
dred  and  forty-eight  men' arid  officers,  repulsed  the  brigade  of  Blfcnker 
three  times;  and  one  hour  after,  with  the  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth 
Virginia  regiments,  whose  conduct,  while  observed  by  me,  was  cha 
racterized  by  steadiness  and  gallalitry,  the  other  brigade  of  the  en 
emy.,  with  their  battery,  was  driven  from  the  field,  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  first  scene  of  the  contest. 

On  the  ground  where  we  first  opened  fire,  two  hundred  and  ninety 
of  the  enemy  were  left  dead.  I  think  a  moderate  estimate  would 
place  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  enemy  on  their  left  wing  at  sev 
enteen  hundred  and  forty.  Prisoners  said  that  the  famous  eighth 
New  York  regiment  and  Bucktails,  whose  gallantry  deserved  a  better 
fate,  were  entirely  cut  to  pieces;  their  flag  was  left  on  the  field,  and 
secured  by  the  twenty. first  Georgia. 

Of  the  heroic  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  Courtnay's  bat 
tery,  commanded  by  Captain  Courtnay,  with  Lieutenant  Latimer  as 
first  Lieutenant,  in  holding  their  position  under  the  incessant  fire  of 
four  batteries  at  one  time,  1  cannot  speak  in  terms  which  would  do 
them  full  justice.  The  fact  that  they  stood  bravely  up  to  their  work 
for  over  five  hours,  exhausted  all  their  shot  and  shell  and  continued 
their  fife  with  canister  to  the  end  of  the  battle,  speaks  more  in  their 
favor,  than  the  most  labored  panegyric.  The  admirable  position  se 
lected  for  the  battery  alone  saved  it  from  total  destruction,  if  a  special 
Providence  did  not  guard  it  from  harm 

The  twenty-first  North  .Carolina,  left  to  support  this  battery,  was 
exposed  to  the  effect  of  the  terrific  fire,  but  under  cover  cf  the  hill, 
happily  escaped  with  few  casualties.  When  the  battery  was  threatened 
with  an  infantry  force,  this  regiment  was  called  and  readily  took  its 
position  to  repel  the  enemy's  attack,  and  stood  modestly  ready  to  do 
k  its  duty,  as  gallantly  as  heretofore.  To  Colonel  Mercer,  for  his  judi 
cious  movements  during  the  day,  and  to  Colonel  Canty,  for  his  skill 
ful  retreat  from  picket  and  prompt  flank  manouvre,'  I  think  special 
praise  is  due,  as. well  as  to  my  staff,  Captain  Hall  and  Lieutenants 
McKim  and  Lee,  for  the  promptness  and  coolness  displayed  in  con 
veying  orders.  I  would  also  call  the  .attention  of  the  Major  General 
to  the  services  performed  on  this  occasiop  and  previously,  by  Captain 
Brown,  of  company  A,  sixteenth  Mississippi,  who,  with  portions  of 
his  company,  has  within  the  last  few  weeks,  killed  twelve  of  the  enemy, 
captured  sixty-four  with  their  arms,  and  some  twenty-five  horses  with 
their  equipments  ;  and  to  the  conspicious  gallantry  of  private  Long, 
of  company  B,  twenty-first  Georgia,  who,  while  acting  as  skirmisher 
oil  the  tfth  instant,  brought  in  ten  prisoners,  five  (5)  with  their  arms, 
captured  at  one  time,  and  shot  an  officer  of  General  Fremont's  staff, 
obtaining  from  him  the  enemy's  order  of  march,  herewith  enclosed. 
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from  which  it  appears  they  had  on  the  field  seven  brigades  of  infantry., 
besides  cavalry  and  artillery. 

It  is  but  an  act  of  simple  justice  to  the  brave  men  of  my  command 
to  say  that  this  battle  was  f  ught  by  their  infantry  and  artillery,  in 
fact,  alone.  Colonel  Walker's  thirteenth  and  twenty-fifth  Virgiair. 
regiments  aided  in  the  last  repulse.  General  Taylor's  brigade,  no- 
having  been  engaged  or  seen  by  the  enemy.  The  infantry,  under 
Brigadier  General  Stewart,  on  the  left  of  the  line>  encountered  at  no 
time  of  the  day,  more  than  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  as  they  made  no 
demonstration  on  our  left.  The  battery  of  General  Stewart  was  in 
the  early  part  of  the  fight,  but  was  withdrawn  after  a  severe  loss  of 
horses,  leaving  Captain  Courtnay's  battery  to  contend  singly  with 
four  batteries  of  the  enemy.  Herewith  I  hand  a  list  of  the  killed  and 

wounded. 

• 

List  of  killed  and  wounded. — Twenty-five  killed,  twenty-five  wounded 
and  four  missing,  not  including  Colonel  Walker's  loss,  which  wag 
small.  The  names  of  the  officers  killed  and  wounded  are  not  1iere 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  R,  TRIMBLE,  Brigadier  General. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  R.  TAYLOR    OF   BATTLES  OF  STK 
AND  9iH  JUNE,   1862. 

« 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTH  BRIGADE,  > 
Jum  UM,   1862.          \ 

To  Major  BAP.  HOUR, 

A.  A.    General,   Third  Division : 

MAJOR  :  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the'  following  report  of  the 
eighth  brigade,  as  connected  with  the  actions  of  the  8th  and  9th  in 
stants  : 

On  the,  morning  of  the  8th.  I  received  orders  to  march  the  brigade 
to  Port  Republic  to  assist  in  repelling  the  attack  commenced  on  the 
bridge  at  that  point  by  Shields'  forces.  When  within  a  mile  arid  a 
half  «of  the  bridge,  the  column  was  halted  by  order  of  Major  General 
.Jackson,  to  await  further  orders.  These  were  shortly  received,  in 
effect,  to  return  to  the  front  and  act  as  a  reserve  to  the  troops  then 
engaged  against  Fremont.  Here  the  brigade  became  separated  ;  two 
regiments — the  seventh  and  eighth  Louisiana — being  ordered  by  Major 
General  Ewell  to  the  support  of  a  battery  in  the  centre  or  on  the  left 
of  our  line,  while  1  marched  the  remaining  two  regiments  and  Wheat's 
battalion  to  the  right,  to  support  General  Trimble's  brigade,  then 
much  pressed.  The  display  of  force  caused  the  enemy  to  retire  still, 
further  from  the  position,  to  which  he  had  been  driven  by  the  vigor 
ous  charge  of  Trimble's  cannoneers.  The  brigade,  though  riot  ac 
tually  in  action,  on  this  day,  was  much  exposed  to  the  enemy's  shell, 
unbuffered  a  loss  of  one  private  killed,  one  officer,  (Captain  Green, 
seventh  Louisiana,)  and  seven  privates  and  non-commissioned  officers 
wounded. 

On  the  9th,  I  marched  from  camp,  near  Donkard's  church,  accord 
ing  to  orders,  at  daylight,  and  proceeded  across  Port  Republic  bridge 
to  the  field,  where  General  Winder's  troops  hae>  already  engaged  the 
enemy.  Here  I  received  orders  from  the  Major  General  command 
ing  to  leave  one  regiment  near  the  position  then  occupied  by  himself, 
and,  with  the  main  body,  to  make  a  detour  to  the  right,  for  the  purpose 
of.  checking  a  formidable  battery  planted  in  that  locality.  The  nature 
of  the  ground  over  which  we  passed  necessarily  rendered  our  progress 
slow.  On  reaching  the  position  indicated  the  charge  was  made,  and 
the  battery,  consisting  of  six  guns,  foil  into  our  hands,  after  an  ob 
stinate  resistance  on  the  part  of  its  supporters,  our  troops  being  at 
the  same  time  subjected  to  a  most  destructive  tire  from  the  enemy's 
&harpshooters,  posted  in  a  wood  above  the  battery.  After  holding 
the  battery  for  a  short  time,  a  fresh  brigade  of  the  enemy's  troops, 
moving  from  their  position  on  my  left  flank,  and  where  they  had 
been  fronting  the  troops  of  Winder's  brigade,  made  a  determined  and 
•well-conducted  advance  upon  us,  accompanied  by  a  galling  fire  of 
canister  from  a  piece  suddenly  brought  into  position,  at  a  distance  of 
about  three  hundred  nnd  fifty  yards.  Under  this  combined  attack, 
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my  command  fell  back  to  the  skirts  of  the  wood,  near  which  the  cap 
tured  battery  was  stationed,  and  from  this  point  continued  their  fire 
upon  the  advancing"  enemy,  who  succeeded  in  reclaiming  only  one 
gun,  which  ho  carried  off,  leaving  both  caisson  and  limber.  At  this 
moment  our  batteries  in  my  rear  opened  fire,  and  reinforcements 
coming  up,  led  by  Major  General  Ewell,  the  battle  was  decided  in  our 
favor,  and  the  enemy  precipitately  fled.  The  seventh  regiment,  Col 
onel  Hays,  being  the  regiment  left  in  the  front  by  order  of  General 
Jackson,  was  meanwhile  engaged  in  another  portion  of  the  field,  and 
suffered  heavy  loss.  The  guns  captured  by  the  brigade  were  five  in 
number,  and  one  other — a  brass  twelve-pound  howitzer — was  after- 
wards  discovered,  deserted  in  the  woods  near  the  Brown's  Gap  road, 
by  Lieutenant  Dushene,  quartermaster  of  Wheat's  battalion,  and  by 
him  brought  off. 

The  loss  of  the  brigade  on  this  day  was  as.  follows  : 

Killed. — Sixth  Louisiana  regiment,  Lieutenant  J.  II.  Didlakc ; 
seventh  Louisiana,  Lieutenant  A.  G.  Moore  ;  ninth  Louisiana,  Win. 
A.  Meigell. 

Wounded. — Colonel  H.  T.  Hays,  severely,  but  not  dangerously,  in 
the  shoulder ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  C.  De  Chorseul,  in  the  breast. 
Eighth  Louisiana,  Captain  Le  Crandell%  slightly.  Sixth  Louisiana, 
Lieutenant  James  0.  Martin,  slightly  ;  Lieutenant  Fferrar,  slightly. 
Seventh  Louisiana,  Lieutenant  Pendergast;  Lieutenant  W.  C.  Divin, 
known  to  be  wounded  and  still  missing  ;  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Brooks. 
Eighth  Louisiana,  Lieutenant  Randolph,'  severely  ;  Lieutenant  L.  P. 
Wren,  severely  and  missing  ;  Lieut.  R.  Montgomery,  slightly.  Wheat's 
battalion,  Lieutenant  John  Coyle  ;  Lieutenant  F.  H.  Rinley ;  Lieut. 
McCarthy;  Adjutant  B.  Putnam,  severely;  Lieutenant  E  II.  Cock- 
rofc,  severely.  Twenty-nine  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates* 
killed,-  two  hundred  and  forty  wounded,  and  nine  missing. 

Recapitulation  for  the  two  actions  of  the  8th  and  9th  instants  . 

Officers,  four  killed  ;  seventeen  wounded.  Noncommissioned  offi 
cers  and  privates,  •  thirty  killed;  two  hundred  and  forty-seven 
wounded.  Missing,  nine  privates.  Entire  loss  of  the  brigade  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  three  hundred  and  seven. 

The  above  record  is  a  mere  statement  of  facts;  but  no  language  can 
adequately  describe  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  eighth  brigade  in  the 
action  of  the  9th  instant.  Disordered  by  the  rapidity  of  their  charge 
through  a  dense  thicket,  making  the  charge  itself  just  as  the  loud 
cheers  o-f  the  enemy  proclaimed  his  success  in  another  part  of  the 
field,  assailed  by  a  superior  force  in  the  front  and  on  the  flanks,  with 
two  batteries  in  position  within  point  blank  range,  nobly  did  the  sons 
of  Louisiana  sustain  the  reputation  of  their  State.  Three  times  was 
the  captured -battery  lost  and  won,  the  enemy  fighting  with  great  de 
termination.  Colonel  Seymour,  of  the  sixth  Louisiana,  and  Major 
Who*?,  of  the  battalioivon  the  left;  Colonel  Stafford,  of  the  ninth, 
in  tii.e  centre,  and  Colonel  Kelley,  of  the  eighth,  on  the  right — all 
acte.i  with  the  most  determined  gallantry,  and  were  as  gallantly  sup 
ported  by  their  officers  and  men.  Members  of  each  of  the  regiments 
engaged  in  the*  charge  were  found  dead  under  the  guns  of  the  captured 
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battery.  Captain  Surget,  A.  A.  General,  distinguished  himself 
greatly  and  rendered  the  most  important  service  on  the  left.  Lieu 
tenant  Hamilton,  aid-de-camp,  gave  me  valuable  assistance  in  rally 
ing  and  reforming  the  men,  when  driven  back  to  the  edge  of  the 
wood,  as  did  Lieutenant  Killmartin,  of  thfc  seventh  Louisiana  regi 
ment,  temporarily  attached  to  my  staff.  Circumstances  unfortunately 
detained  the  seventh  regiment,  under  the  gallant  Colonel  Hays,  in 
another  part  of  the  field.  Its  record  of  one  hundred  fifty-six  killed 
and  wounded — fifty  per  cent  of  the  number  carried  into  action — 
shows  the  service  it  performed. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  TAYLOR,  Brigadier  General. 
Official : 

G.  CAMPBELL  BROWN,  A.  A.  G. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  W.  C.  SCOTT  IN  RELATION  TO 
THE  BATTLE  OF  THE  GTH  OF  JUNE,  NEAR  HARRISON- 
BURG. 

The  brigade  now  commanded  by  me,  was  comanded  by  General 
George  H.  Stewart.  It  was  annexed  to  the  first  Maryland  previously, 
under  the  command  of  that  officer.  The  whole  brigade  having  ad 
vanced  in  this  direction  about  four  miles  this  side  of  Harrisonburg, 
were  marched  back  through  the  woods,  towards  Harrisonburg,  for  the 
purpose  of  cutting  off  a  regiment  of  the  enemy,  which  we  under 
stood  was  following  us.  The  fifty- eighth  Virginia  was  leading,  the 
first  Maryland  next,  the  forty-fourth  Virginia  next,  and  the  fifty- 
second  last.  We  marched  by  the  right  flank.  The  fifty-eighth  was 
first  engaged,  the  others  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  in  the  woods.  Ul 
timately,  General  Stewart  led  the  first  Maryland  and  forty-fourth  by 
the  right  flank  towards  the  main  road,  and  then  bending  around  to 
wards  the  right,  approached  the  place  of  combat,  but  halted  then  in 
the  woods,  when  within  one  or  two  hundred  yards  of  that  place.  We 
had  remained  halted  but  a  few  minutes,  when  General  Ewell  ordered 
us  to  charge  bayonets.  The  first  Maryland  and  forty-fourth  dashed 
forward  at  a  rapid  rate,  and  with  loud  cheers,  until  they  came  up 
with  the  fifty-eighth,  and  on  delivering  their  first  fire,  the  enemy  fled 
with  precipitation.  I  am  not  sure  they  were  not  flying  before,  as  I 
could  not  run  as  fast  as  the  men,  and  did  not  get  up  as  soon  as  they 
did.  The  fifty-eighth  bore  the  brunt  of  the  battle  and  fought  gal 
lantly.  As  reinforcements  were  advancing  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
we  were  ordered  to  retire  towards  the  rear.  The  fifty-second  did  not 
accompany  these  movements,  but  remained  in  the  woods,  drawn  up  in 
line  of  battle,  where  the  brigade  was  first  formed,  Colonel  Skinner, 
the  commander,  informing  me  that  he  heard  no  orders  to  move. 

In  this  action  the  fifty-eighth  lost   eleven   killed,    and  thirty-nine 
wounded,  and  three  missing.     The   forty-fourth  and  fifty-second  lost 
none.     I  do  not  know  the  loss  of  the  first  Maryland. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  C.  SCOTT, 
Colonel  Uth  Rtg.    Va.    Vols. 

P.  S. — In  this  action,  General  Ashby  was  killed. 


REPORT    OF    COLONEL    W.  C.    SCOTT   IN    RELATION   TO 
THE  BATTLE  OE  THE  8ra  NEAR  PORT  REPUBLIC. 

In  this  action,  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  I  only  commanded  the 
forty-fourth  regiment.  The  fifty-eighth  Virginia  was  placed  in  rear 
of  our  batteries,  on  the  left  Hank,  to  support  them. '  The  fifty-second 
was  further  in  the  rear.  The  forty-fourth  was  divided  into  two  parts, 
and  each  part  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers.  One  part,  under  Major 
Cohb,  skirmished  the  wood,  near  our  most  advanced  battery  on  our 
left ;  the  other  part,  under  Captain  Buckner,  skirmished  the  wood 
near  the  main  road  to  our  front.  This  latter  first  came  in  contact 
with  the  enemy, .and  being  overpowered,  retired  and  formed  a  junction 
with  the  first  part.  They  were  then  attacked  by  two  regiments  of 
the  enemy,  and  after  the  exchange  of  a  few  rounds,  the  forty-fourth, 
under  Major  Cobb,  gallantly  charged  them  with  the  bayonet,  drove  them 
back,  killing  several,  (one  with  the  bayonet,)  and  taking  five  prison 
ers.  The  forty-fourth  numbered,  in  the  fight,  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  or  one  hundred  and  thirty  men.  The  forty-fourth  and 
fifty-eighth  then  waited,  but  the  enemy  not  approaching  very  near, 
except  the  sharpshooters,  there  wds  no  regular  fight.  I. do  not  know 
the  locality  of  the  fifty- second  in  the  evening,  as  I  was  with  the 
forty-fourth  and  fifty-eighth,  and  momentarily  expecting  an  attack, 

In  this  engagement  the  forty-fourth  lost  one  killed  and  three 
wounded.  The  fifty-second  had  two  killed  and  twenty-four  wounded, 
and  the  fifty-eighth  none  killed  a-nd  five  wounded.  Lark's  battery, 
two  killed  and  three  wounded.  Total,  five  killed  and  thirty-fivo 
wounded.  In  this  action,  Major  Ross,  of  the  fifty-eighth  was 
wounded;  so  was  General  Stewart. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  C.  SCOTT, 
Commanding  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  SCOTT,  COMMANDING  BRIGADE, 
OF  OPERATIONS  ON  THE  GTH,  STH  AND  OTII  JUNE, 
1862. 

• 

HEADQUARTERS  BRIGADE,  CA>JP  NEAR  MT.  MERIDIAN,  > 

June  14,  1862.  I 

Major  General  EWELL  : 

GENERAL:  In  regard  to  the  action  of  the  6th.  I  have  only  this  t- 
remark,  that  the  fifty-eighth  regiment  was  the  right  and  leading  regi 
ment  of  the  brigade,  and  first  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy,  but 
as  the  brigade  was  then  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Stuart,  I  do  not  know  personally  what  transpired  with  that  regiment. 
The  other  regiments,  the  first  Maryland,  and  the  forty- fourth  and 
fifty-second  Virginia  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  in  the  woods,  ir: 
the  rear  of  the  fifty-eighth.  After  the  firing  had  continued  for  some 
time,  General  Stewart  led  the  first  Maryland  regiment,  (the  leading 
regiment,)  towards  the  turnpike,  by  the  right  flank,  followed  by  the 
forty-fourth,  and  thence 'up  the  fence  towards  the  place  from  which 
the  firing  emanated,  and  was  hottest.  The  fifty-second  did  not  follow 
these  movements,  as  the  commander,  Col.  Skinner,  says  he  heard  no 
orders,  but  remained  drawn  up  in  the  woods.  Ultimately,  you  gave 
the  command  "Charge,"  to 'the  first  Maryland  and  forty-fourth,  which 
they  did  in  gallant  style,  until  they  reached  the  fence,  when,  pouring 
in  a  volley  on  the  enemy,  he  fled  in  great  precipitation. 

On  the  8th,  the  fifty-seeonij  and  fifty-eighth  were  posted  so  as  to 
support  the  batteries  on  your  left  wing.  The  forty-fourth  was  di 
vided  into  two  parts,  arid  thrown  forward  a  considerable  distance,  to 
skirmish  the  woods  on  the  left,  and  the  woods  near  the  main  road  in 
front.  That  part  which  was  ordered  to.  skirmish  the  woods  near  the 
main  road  in  front,  fii:st  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy,  but  being 
too  weak  to  defend  itself,  it  fell  back  and  united  with  the  other  por 
tion  of  that  regiment  in  the  woods  near  your  left,  and  most  advanced  bat 
tery.  At  thia  point,  the  forty-fourth,  numbering  not  more  than  one 
hundred  and  thirty  men,  were  attacked  by  two  regiments  of  the  en 
emy,  and,  after  exchanging 'a  fe«v  rounds,  the  forty-fourth  charged 
them  gallantly  with  the  bayonet,  and  broke  them,  chasing  them  a  con 
siderable  distance,  killing  several,  and  taking  some  prisoners. 

On  the  9th,  the  fifty-second  was  detached  an<l  sent  forward  on  our 
left  to  support  General  Winder,  (I  think.)  When  General  Winder 
was  driven  back,  the  fifty-second  went  forward,  but"  was  driven  back 
also.  The  forty-fourth  and  fifty-eighth  were  placed  in  a  wood  on  our 
right  wing.  You  were  with  them.  "  You  know  all  about  the  order  to 
.charge,  the  way  in  which  the  order  was  executed,  the  retirement  of 
the  regiments  to  the  wood,  in  consequence  of  being  overpowered,  and 
there  being  rallied  by  you,  and  the  ultimate  charge  under  you  by  a 
part  of  the  brigade.  The  casualties  have  been  sent  to  General  Jack 
son,  from  whom  you  can  obtain  them.  I  do  not  recollect  them, 
particularly  commend  to  you  the  gallantry  of  Lieutenant  Walker,  of 
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company  E,  forty -fourth  regiment  Virginia  volunteers.  There  may 
nave  been  others  equally  worthy  of  commendation,  but  I  could  not 
fail  to  notice  him.  When*  the  brigade  halted  in  the  field  and  sat 
down,  he  alone  stood  erect,  went  in  front,  and  attempted  to  get  the 
brigade  to  advance  still  nearer  the  enemy. 

Verv  re'spectfullv,  your  obedient 'servant, 

W.  C.  SCOTT, 

Commanding  brigade 
Official : 

CT.  CAMPBELL  BROWN, 

«         A.  A.  G.,  third  rfmsum. 

jnr^ 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  NEFF. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRTY-THIRD  REGIMENT,  ) 
Brown's  Gap,    June  llth,   1862.      ] 

To  Captain  O'BRIEN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  First  Brigade : 

SIR  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  received,  I  have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  regiment  on 
Sunday  and  Monday,  the  8th  and  9th  instants  : 

About  nine,  A.  M.,  on  Sunday  last,  the  camp  was  suddenly  startled 
by  general  reports  of  artillery  in  the  direction  of  Port  Republic. 
I  immediately  gave  orders  to  pack  the  wagons  and  get  under  arms, 
anticipating  an  order  to  that  effect  in  a  few  moments  from  headquar 
ters,  in  which  I  was  not  mistaken.  The  regiment  was  soon  under 
arms,  and  in  a  few  moments  was  put  in  motion,  marching  in  the  di 
rection  of  Port  Republic,  my  regiment  in  rear  of  the  brigade.  As 
we  moved  on,  the  cannonading  became  quite  warm,  and  on  a  nearer 
approach,  I  found  two,  or  perhaps  portions  of  three,  batteries  actively 
engaged,  firing  from  a  commanding  position  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river  upon  the  enemy's  infantry,  several  regiments  of  which  were  in 
a  flat  bottom  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river. 

Halting  for  a  moment  near  a  battery  on  the  left  of  the  road,  I  went 
forward  for  instructions,  and,  meeting  Captain  O'Brien,  was  ordered 
to  follow  the  fourth  regiment,  then  marching  to  the  left.  We  marched 
on  for  perhaps  a  mile  or  more,  taking  various  positions  and  changing 
them  every  few  moments,  until  entering  a  body  of  woods,  the  fourth 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  throwing  skirmishers  in  front  and  left  flank, 
it  moved  oh  down  the  McGaheysville  road.  I  followed  with  my  regi 
ment,  in  line  and  about  a  hundred  paces  in  rear.  The  fourth 
regiment  halted,  after  proceeding  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  re 
mained  in  that  position  during  the  remainder  of  the  day,  my 
regiment  about  a  hundred  paces  in  rear.  Here  we  were  all  day,  no 
enemy  making  its  appearance  in  that  quarter.  At  dark,  we  were 
withdrawn  from  our  position  and  ordered  to  camp  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river.  My  regiment  had  crossed  the  river,  when  I  was  ordered 
back  to  near  the  same  position  for  picket  duty,  and  marched  back 
accordingly. 

Some  time  after  sunrise,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  I  was  di 
rected  by  Lieutenant  Garnett  to  draw  in  my  pickets  and  join  my 
brigade  at  once.  On  enquiring  where  the  brigade  was,  he  replied 
tb at  he  was  not  sure  whether  it  was  on  the  Brown's  Gap  road,  or 
whether  it  would *go  down  the  river. 

I  had  scarcely  collected  my  regiment  and  started  for  the  bridge, 
when  our  artillery  opened  upon  the  enemy's  camp.  I  pushed  on, 
but,  before  I  got  to  the  bridge,  I  found  the  way  blocked  by  wagons, 
ambulances,  artillery  and  infantry.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  and 
considerable  loss  of  time  that  I  at  last  got  my  regiment  across  the 
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main  bridge,  and  encountered  almost  every  obstacle  in  crossing  the 
temporary  one  across  the  smaller  stream.  I  was  without  any  defi 
nite  knowledge  of  the  whereabouts  of  the  brigade,'  but  took  it  for 
granted  it  was  somewhere  on  the  battle-field,  and  I  moved  on  in  the 
direction  of  regiments  which  had  crossed  before"  me.  Matching  along 
the  road,  I  was  considerably  annoyed  by  the  enemy's  shells,  which 
were  bursting  in  and  over  the  road  almost  constantly.  I  got  tinder 
shelter  of  a  small  skirt  of  woods,  near  the  road,  and  pushed  on  under 
this  cover  for  some  distance,  when  I  came  up  to  an  ambulance  which, 
the  driver  told  me,  belonged  to  the  second  Virginia  infantry,  and 
from  him  I  learned  that  the  second  regiment  had  gone  up  the  same 
road  upon  which  I  was  then  moving.  I  continued  to  -march  in  that 
direction,  expecting  to  meet  with  General  Winder  or  some  of  his  aids. 
At  all  events,  I  was  getting  nearer  the  scene  of  conflict,  where  I  ex 
pected  to  be  of  some  service.  I  had  gone,  as  I  supposed,  half  a  mile 
further,  when  I  met  several  members  of  the  fourth  Virginia,  who  told' 
me  the  regiments  wer6  falling  back,  and  their  regiment  was  ordered 
back  to  support  Carpenter's  battery.  .1  was  now  in  the  woods;  there 
was  sharp  firing  in  front  of  me;  I  was  tctaDy  ignorant  of  our  posi 
tion  or  that  of  the  enemy,  and  scarcely  knew  what  to  do.  I  accord 
ingly  halted  the  regiment,  and  rode  forward  to  ascertain,  if  possible, 
something  of  the  condition  of  aifairs.  1  u.ui  proceeded  but  a  short 
distance  when  I  met  Elzey's  brigade  coming  back,  and  was  told,  upon 
inquiry,  that  they  could  get  no  position  and  were  coming  back  t-j  a 
better  one.  I  could  get  no  information  from  the  first  brigade.  In 
this  dilemma  I  concluded  to  fall  in  with  Elzey's  brigade,  and  sent 
Major  Ilolliday  to  report  to  Colonel  Walker,  unjil  I  could  hear  posi 
tively  and  know  what  to  do.  Before  reporting  to  Colonel  Walker, 
the  Major  accidentally  met  with  Lieutenant  Garnett,  and  soon  after 
with  General  Winder  and  General  Jackson.  Orders  now  came  in 
abundance."  I  do  not  remember  which  came  first,  but  one  from  Gen 
eral  Jackson,  in  person, •"  to  push  to  the-  front  at  a  double-quick," 
followed  by  others  from  ether  sources,  but  all  tending  to*  urge  to  the 
front.  I  pushed  on  as  fast  as  I  could,  passing  several  regiments,  and 
was  in  turn  passed  by  others.  The  enemy  were  already  falling  back. 
The  firing  was,  however,  still  quite  warm,  but  receded  quite  rapidly, 
and  I  never  got  up  in  time  to  participate  in  the  firing.  My  regiment 
followed  in  the  pursuit  for  five  or  six  miles,  until  the  infantry  w.JW 
halted  and  ordered  back,  when  I  came  back,  following  in  the  rear  of 
the  brigade.  Being  but  little  exposed  to  danger  during  the  two  days 
that  the  army  was  engaged  with  the  enemy,  my  regiment  has  sus 
tained  no  loss  at  their  hands.  My  situation  on  the  9th  was  a  per-- 
plexing  and  unpleasant  one.  I  used  my  best  efforts  to  reach  my 
brigade  in  time  to  be  of  service  and  to  act  with  it,  but  for  reason^ 
above  stated  was  unable  to  do  so. 

Respectfully,  jour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  NEFF, 
Colonel  commanding  Thirty-third  Virginia  Infantry. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  C.  A.  DUNCAST. 


HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  REGIMENT  VIRGINIA  VOLUNTEERS,  > 

June   1 3th,    1882..    > 

Captain  O'BRIEN,  A.  A.   G. : 

9 

SIR  :  On  Sunday  morning,  the  8th  instant,  the  enemy,  under  Gen 
eral  Shields  appeared  in  force  on  the  east  bank  of  South  river  at 
Port  Republic.  Whereupon,  I  immediately  put  my  regiment  under 
arms  and  awaited  orders.  In  a  very  little  while,  I  was  directed  to 
move  the  regiment  to  a  position  on  the  McGaheysville  road  and  to 
throw  out -a  line  of  skirmishers. .  This  put  me  in  position  on  the  left, 
and  was  the  only  point  from  which  a  flank  movement  of  the  enemy 
was  apprehended.  I  threw  out  the  skirmishers  and  so  deployod  them 
as  to  prevent  surprise.  I  remained  on  the  alert  in  this  position  until 
about  dark,  when  I  was  ordered  to  withdraw  and  march  the  regiment 
to  camp,  crossing  the  Shenahdoah  at  Port  Republic  and  encamping 
near  the  village.  \  take  no  note  of  the  engagement  of  same  day  be 
tween  a  portion  of  the  Confederate  forces  and  the  enemy  under 
General  .Fremont.  Strength,  rank  and  file,  three  hundred  and  ten. 

On  Monday,  the  9th,  at  half-past  five,  A.  M.,  I  was  ordered  to 
cross  the  South  river  at  Port  Republic.  After  marching  down  the 
river  a  short  distance,  I  suppose  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy 
were  preparing  to  give  battle.  The  second  regiment,  Colonel  Allen, 
was  in  front  of  me.  His  regiment  file;!  to  the  right,  through  an  open 
field.  I  was  directed  to  follow  and  support  Colonel  Allen;  where  - 
upon  I  filed  to  the  right,  following  Colonel  Allen.  In  passing 
through  this  open  field,  the  enemy's  battery  was  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  regiment,  but  fortunately  doing  no  damage.  Arriving  at  tha 
woods  on  the  right,  I  formed  on  the  right  of  the  second  in  line  of 
battle,  threw  out  skirmishers  and  advanced  through  a  .very  dense 
wood  and  laurel  thicket.  Arriving  at  a  point  in  a  field,  (that  I  after 
wards  learned  was  very  near  the  enemy's  battery.)  two  or  three  of 
the  skirmishers  that  I  had  thrown  out  fired  upon  the  enemy.  This 
drew  a  considerable  volley  from  the  enemy,  who  were  concealed  in  the 
brush,  and  although  at  a  very  close  range,  no  damage  was  done,  the 
enemy  overshooting.  At  this  moment  the  enemy  began  to  throw 
grape  and  canister  into  the  woods,  which  they  continued  for  some 
time,  with  great  violence,  from  the  eifects  of  which  four  men  were 
wounded,  none  mortally.  '  Here  Colonel  Allen  directed  me  to  fall 
back,  which  I  did.  Shortly  thereafter  he  directed  me  to  move  forward 
with  his  regiment.  After  advancing  a  snort  distance,  the  retreat  of 
the  enemy  commenced  and  I  followed  in  pursuit.  Officers  and  men 
all  acted  well,  and  while  not  actively  engaged  with  the  ^enemy,  yet  the 
conduct  of  all  was  such  as  to  justify  me  in  saying  that  the  fourth 
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regiment  would  have  been  equal  to  any  emergency.     Strength,  rank 
and  file,  three  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Respectfully, 
C.  A.  DUNCAN,  Col  Fourth   Va.   Vols. 

P.  S. — The  following  privates  were  wounded  on  Monday,  tho  9th : 
Edward  Haller,  L.  J.  Cox  and  J.  B.  Major,  company  H. 

C.  A.  DUNCAN,  Colonel 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  GRIGSBY. 

CAMP  NEAR  PORT  REPUBLIC,  VA".,  > 
June  15,  1862.      ] 

Captain  JOHN  F.  O'BRIEN,  A.  A.  General : 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
twenty-seventh  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  under  my  command,  in 
the  engagements  of  the  8th  and  9th  instants,  near  the  town  of  Port 
Republic. 

The  engagement  of  the  8th,  was  with  artillery  ;  the  infantry  did  not 
participate.  The  twenty-seventh  regiment  was  ordered  to  support 
Captain  Carpenter's  battery,  and  remained  near  it  during  the  Jay. 
At  an  early  hour  Monday  morning,  the  command  crossed  the  South 
river,  and  moved  down  the  road  leading  to  Swift  Run  Gap.  The  com 
mand  had  proceeded  about  one  and  a  half  miles,  when  the  enemy  made 
their  appearance  and  commenced  shelling  our  advance  guard.  Cap 
tain  Poague's  battery  was  ordered  up,  and  took  position  in  the  field 
to  the  left  of  the  road.  My  regiment  (the  twenty-seventh)  was  ordered 
to  support  this  battery.  I  immediately  took  position  a  short  distance 
in  rear  of  it,  and  remained  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shells,  for  over  an 
hour.  The  battery,  by  order,  changed  its  position;  I  made  a  corres 
ponding  change,  keeping  near  it.  My  regiment  was  afterwards 
ordered  to  move  to  the  left  to  support  a  battery  placed  near  a  barn. 
Upon  reaching  the  position,  the  battery  was  limbered  up  to  move  ; 
I  was  ordered  to  form  in  line  of  battle,  move  forward  and  take  posi 
tion  on  the  right  of  the  seventh  Louisiana.  This  I  promptly  did, 
when  both  regiments  moved  forward  across  an  open  field  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  grape,  by  which  my  ranks  were  considerably  thinned.  The 
seventh  Louisiana  took  position  under  cover  of  a  fence.  My  regiment 
advanced  some  distance  further.  -Finding  myself  unsupported,  I  or 
dered  my  command  to  drop  back  on  a  line  with  the  seventh  Louisiana. 
We  remained  under  a  perfect  shower  of  balls  for  near  an  hour.  In 
this  position  my  horse  was  shot  down,  and  so  disabled  that  I  was  com 
pelled  to  leave  him. 

My  command,  though  small,  maintained  its  position  until  two  regi 
ments  of  the  enemy  came  within  twenty  paces  of  their  line,  when 
they  fell  back,  by  my  order,  amidst  a  perfect  shower  of  balls.  The 
whole  line  giving  way  about  the  same  time.  The  enemy  did  not  re 
tain' his  advantage  long,  as  they  were  compelled  to  fall  back,  and  were 
goon  driven  from  the  field.  A  part  of  my  regiment  joined  our  pur 
suing  forces. 

In  this  engagement,  the  twenty-seventh  suffered  severely,  having 
lost  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  forty-seven  officers,  non-com 
missioned  officers  and  privates.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  my 
officers  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which  they  bore  themselves  through 
out  the  entire  action — braving  every  danger  coolly  and  deliberately. 
The  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  behaved  well  and  gallantly, 
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moving  forw&nkin  good  order  under  a  heavy  fire  of  grape  ;  obeying 
ail  orders  cheerfully.  To  make  mention  by  name  of  any  of  my  offi 
cers,  would  be  invidious,  where  all  behaved  so  well.  The  same  dl  my 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates.  Strength — rank  and  file,  150, 

Thevfollowing  list  embraces  the  names  of*those  killed,  wounded 
and  missing,  viz  : 

Killed. — Company  B. — Lieutenant  James  A.  Lemon;  privates  Joseph 
Sweet  and  Wni.  Chittum.  'Company  E. — Private  Chapman  Johnson. 
Company  F. — Privates  James  M.  Carter,  Andrew  M.  Martin,  and 
Win.  D.  McClury.  Company -G. — Private  Thomas  C.  Walton. 

Wounded. — Privates  Patrick  League,  Jno.  P.  Chittum,  A.  F.  Smith, 
James  Mordispaugh  and  Wm.  Powers.  Company  C. — Lieutenant 
Joseph  Hayncs;  orderly  sergents  D.  B.  McDonald  and  Thomas  R. 
.Porter;  privates  Gillie  Gillespie  and  John  Baker.  Company  D  — 
Captain  F,  C.  Wilson;  privates  Robert  Lamb,  D.  Lotis  and  F.  II. 
Brown.  Company  E. — Orderly  sergeant  Charles  A.  Nossinger;  pri 
vates  Henry  Sandfoid  arid  George  W.  Harper.  Company  F. — Cor 
poral  John  Robinson;  privates  Wm.  Ackerdy  and  William  Pursley. 
Company  G. — Privates  James  S.  Campbell  and  J.  A.  Curnmings. 
Company  II. — Corporal  William  P.  Drumheller;  privates  Henry  IleH- 
broun,  \Vm.  Mitchell,  James  S.  Thomas  and  Joseph  Camden.  Last, 
though  not  least,  Major  D.  M.  Shriver,  severely  wounded  in  shoulder 
and  back. 

Missing. — Privates  James  Lanyan,  Philip  Hoyleman,  William  B. 
Synder,  James  C.  Davis  and  Robert  Fry.  Company  F.— Orderly 
Bergen t  G.  C.  Black  and  private  Lcroy  Sweeny.  Company  G. — Pri 
vates  E.  F.  Myers.  Archibald  Smiley  and  Henry  Ludwick. 

Whole  number  killed,  eight ;  wounded,  twenty-eight ;  and  missing 
eleven. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  GRIGSBY, 
Colonel  2?//i  Virginia  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  W.  ALLEN. 

» 

HEADQUARTEHS  SECOND  REGIMENT  YA.  VOLUNTEERS, 

Camp  Brown's  Gap  Pass,  June  1 1,  1862. 
Captain  O'BRIEN,  A.  A.  G.  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  ac 
tion  of  my  regiment,  during  the  engagements  of  Sunday  and  Mon 
day,  June  3th  and  9th,  1862  : 

Early  on  Sunday  morning,  I  received  an  order  to  get  my  regiment 
under  arms  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  move  down  the  road  in  the 
direction  of  the  bridge  at  Port  Republic,  which  place  had  bcvii  en 
tered  by  the  enemy's  cavalry.  Within  five  minutes  after  the  recep 
tion  of  this  order,  I  had  my  regiment  formed  and  marched  out  of  the 
woods  into  the  field  adjoining  the  road,  where  I  halted  long  enough 
to  load,  and  was  proceeding  down  the  road  when  Captain  O'Brien  di 
rected  me  to  occupy  the  wiods  to  the  left  of  the  road,  and  guard  the 
left  flank.  On  reaching  the  woods.  I  deployed  company  A  as  skir 
mishers,  and  sent  it  forward  to  the  river  bank.,  and  sent  company  D, 
under  Captain  Nadenbousch,  to  the  left  arid  front,  who  also  went  as  far 
as  the  bank  cf  the  river,  on  our  extreme  left.  The  remaining  five 
companies  (three  being  on  picket  at  the  bridge  and  in  town,)  I  kept 
in  the  edge  of  the  wood,  until  ordered  to  support  two  pieces  of  artil 
lery  which  were  left  under  my  charge  on  the  left.  I  then  moved  in 
rear  of  these  guns  and  remained  there  until  after  dark,  when  I  re 
ceived  an  order  to  return  to  the  wagons,  which  were  about  a  mile  be 
yond  Port  Republic. 

Soon  after  dawn,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  I  received  an  order  to 
get  under  arms  at  once,  and  moved  back  through  the  town,  and  'across 
the  river — the  second  regiment  being  in  front  of  the  brigade.  After 
crossing,  companies  D  and  I  were  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers— • 
the  former  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  company  I,  with  a  portion  of 
company  G,  on  the  right  of  the  road.  After  advancing  some  distance 
down  the  road,  the  enemy  opened  on  us,  and  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Winder  to  advance,  under  cover  of  the  woods,  to  the  right, 
and  take  the  battery  which  commanded  the  road  on  which  we  were 
advancing.  I  started  forward  with  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
privates  and  non-commissioned  officers — the  fourth  following  at  some 
distance,  as  our  support.  After  working  our  way  with  much  diffi 
culty  through  the  undergrowth  and  laurel  thickets,  I  came  within  a 
hundred  yards  of  the  battery  which  I  had  been  ordered  to  take,  but 
found  it  supported  by  three  regiments  of  infantry  I  immediately- 
sent  to  General  Winder  a  report  of  my  po  ition,  and  at  the  same 
time  ordered  the  two  left  companies — being  nearest  the  guns  of  the 
enemy — to  take  deliberate  aim  and  fire  at  the  gunners.  Unfortu 
nately,  two  chance  shots  showed  our  position,  and  one  gun  had  been 
brought  to  bear  on  us,  loaded  with  grape.  At  my  first  volley  all  the 
gunners  were  driven  off,  hut  th^  two  rcgimriita  of  infantry  opened  on 
us,  and  returning  to  their  guns,  they  poured  volley  after  volley  of 
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grape  on  us,  in  such  quick  succession,  as  to  throw  my  men  into  con 
fusion,  and  it  was  some  time  before  they  were  reformed.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  fourth  which  had  come  upon  my  right,  were  subjected  to 
the  fire  of  the  three  regiments  in  lieserve,  1  ordered  it  back  a  short 
distance,  and  then  directed  both  regiments  to  retire  to  a  more  eligible 
position,  whilst  I  reported  to  General  Jackson,  (General  Winder 
being  very  hotly  pressed  by  a  much  superior  force  to  his  own,  on  our 
extreme  left,)  my  position,  and  utter  inability  to  carry  the  battery 
without  assistance.  I  was  told  that  General  Taylor  had  been  sent  to 
my  right, ;  and,  returning,  I  met  an  officer  from  General  Elzey's 
brigade,  who  reported  to  me  for  orders.  I  directed  him  forward,  as 
the  brigade  was  on  my  right,  and  moved  back  with  the  second  and 
fourth. regiments,  but  found  that  General  Taylor  had  passed  around 
my  right,  and  carried  the  battery  before  we  came  up.  We  then  fol 
lowed  on  in  rear  until  ordered  to  return  to  camp.  Accompanying 
this  is  a  report  of  my  losses. 

Strength,  rank  and  file,  two  hundred  and  twenty-four. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  ALLEN, 
Colonel  second  regiment. 


Casualties  of  second  regiment  in  the*  actions  of  June  8th  and  Qth,  1862  ; 

^Company  A — Lieutenant  Simpson,  James  N.  Gallaher,  William  H. 
Moore,  wounded. 

Company  B — William  Magauhy,  wounded. 

Company  C — 0.  S.  Nelson,  Nat.  Grubbs,  wounded. 

Company  D — James  M.  Albin,  J.  Hultz,  C.  G.  Stover,  wounded. 

Company  I — Peter    Stickels,    C.    D.    Castleman,    George   Kelley, 
wounded. 

•  Company  E — Corporal    Hull,   privates    Weddell,    Shank,    Prince, 
Lowdwick. 

Company  F — Sergeant  McCarty,  privates  Loher,  Charles  Dinkle, 
wounded. 

Company    G — Lieutenant   R.    M.    English   killed  ;    Pat    Ryaus, 
Mowny  E.  Fry,  wcunded. 

Company  K — Barton,  wounded. 

Killed,  1  ;  wounded,  24.     Total,  25. 

J.  W.  ALLEN, 
Colonel  second  regiment. 


riRPOilT  OF  COLONEL  MUNF011D. 

ARTER  SECOND  VIRGINIA  CAVALRY,  February  26,  1862. 
Major  CHARLES  J.  FAULKNER,  A.  A.  G.  : 

MAJOR:  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  Lieutenant  General  T. 
J.  Jackson,  to  furnish  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  cavalry  bri 
gade  connected  with  his  brilliant  campaiga  in  the  Valley,  I  beg  leave 
respectfully  to  submit  the  following  : 

When  I  joined  his  army,  under  Major  General  Jl  we'll,  the  sixth  and 
second  Virginia  cavalry  were  attached  to  his  division.     Our  regiments 
had  just  been  reorganized,  and,  us  the  senior   cavalry   officer,  I  had. 
the  outpost.     My  headquarters  were  at  Swift  Run  Gap,  and  my 'pickets 
extended  from  Culpeper  Court  House  to  the   mountains   on  the   east 
Fide  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  from  near  Harrisonburg  to  Wo  If  town  on 
the  west.     A  heavy  scout  was  kept  watching  Geary's  command,  who 
was   marching    on   Fredericksburg   to   reinforce    McDowell.       After 
Shields  had  passed  Warrenton,  rny  regiment  was,   for   the   first  time, 
assembled;  finding  over  one  hundred  unarmed  recruits  addod  to  my 
regiment,  I  was  sent  to  Richmond  to  get  arms,  and  while  en  route  for 
that  place,  General  Jackson  started  after  Banks.     I  joined  his  c6m- 
mand  at  Winchester,  and  reperted.for  duty.     The   sixth   and   second 
cavalry  were  then  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  George 
H.  Stewart.     My  regiment  had  been  employed  in  tearing  up  the  rail 
road   near    Front    Royal,    (Lieutenant    Colonel    Wads'    report   has 
already  been  sent  in,)    and  guarding   the   flank  o£  the   division,  p-nd 
constantly  skirmishing  with   the  enemy  ;     and,  as  soon   as   they  had 
commenced  their  retreat,  they  were  pursued  by  the  sixth  and.  second 
on  the  turnpike,  to  within  five  miles  of  Winchester,  capturing  a  num 
ber  of  men,  .wagons,  arms,  and  stores.     My   regiment  supported  the 
sixth  in  their  charge  upon  the  first  Maryland  (Yankee  infantry),  and 
Tvere  constantly  engaged  picking  up  stragglers  until  the  morning  of 
the  battle  of  Winchester;  there  th<fy  supported  a  battery  on  the  right 
until  after  the  rout  of  the  enemy,  when  they  pursued  them  on  the  road 
to  Martinsburg,  capturing  many  prisoners,  wagons,  arms,  negroes,  &c. 
The  enemy  making  a  stand  at  that  place,  it   was  not   entered  until 
the  next  day.     Here  I  joined  my  regiment.     Captains  Dickinson,  of 
company  A,  and  Whitehead,  of  company  E,  were  sent  to  destroy  the 
bridge  on  Buck  creek,  on  the  Baltimore  and* Ohio  railroad,  at   North 
Mountain  Depot.     They  captured  many  valuable- stores,  which  they 
sent  to  Martinsburg  to  add  to  the  splendid  prize  found  in  that  town. 
On  the  28th  of  May,  1  took  two  squadrons  of  my  regiment  to  withia 
one -mile  of  Williamsport,  (with  one  piece  of  artillery  from  the^  Bal 
timore  battery,)  and  had  a  brisk  skirmish  with   the   Yankees,  giving 
them  several  telling  rounds  of  shell,  but  was  unable  to  pursue,  as  they 
opened  their  batteries  from  the,  other  side  of  the  river.      [  was  then 
recalled  by  General  Stewart,  when  I  sent  for  the  rest  of  my  regiment, 
and  every  few  hundred   yards  on  the  road  we  found  evidences  of  a 
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complete  rout ;  wagons  and  ambulances  were  burnt ;  tents  and  cooking 
utensils,  arms  and  clothing  were  scattered  along  for  miles  and  miles. 
On  the  29th,  wo  marched  to  Charlestown,  supported'. the  batteries 
which  were  engaged  in  shelling  the  enemy  from  Bolivar  heights  ;  that 
evening  I  was  driven  from  the  heights.  My  regiment  was  perform 
ing  heavy  picket  duty  on  all  the  roads,  (on.  the  Key's  Ferry  road  and 
the  Harper's  Ferry  road,)  and  one  squadron  was  kept  bringing  Colonel 
Allen's  regiment,  second  Virginia  infantry,  across  the  river  behind 
them,  (they  had  been  occupying  the  Loudoun  heights.^  We  were 
shelled  nearly  all  night,  and  had  had  nothing  for  men  or  horses  to 
eat  for  twenty-four  hours.  We  marched  from  Charlestown  to  Kerns- 
town  on  the  30ih,  (had  no  feed  for  our  hprses,)  and,  on  the  morning  of 
the  1st  of  June,  we  started  at  early  dawn  to  covver  our  retreat  to 
4Strasburg,.at  which  place  we  were  kept  in  line  of  battle  nearly  the1 
whole  day,  watching  for  the  approach  of  both  Shields  and  Fremont — 
there  we  got  about  a  third  of  a  ration  of  corn  for  our  horses — that 
night  we  were  halted  in  rear  of  General  Taylor's  brigade  (who  were 
cooking  rations)  about  two  and-a-half  hours.  The 'sixth  regiment 
cavalry  was  in  the  rear,  and  our  men  were  completely  worn  down, 
most  of  them  sleeping  on  their  horses.  '  Captain  Dulany,  now  Colonel 
of  the  seventh  cavalry,  was  in  command  of  the  rear-guard  ;  was  ap 
proached  by  the  Yankee  cavalry,  it  was  dark,  and  when  challenged, 
they  replied,  "  Ashby's  cavalry."  Having  been  'previously  informed 
that  General  Ash  by  had  one  company  out,  he  allowed  them  to  approach 
very  near,  and  suddenly  they  fired  a  volley  and  charged  him  ;  the 
sixth  cavalry  were  surprised,  and  daah*ed  through  the  second,  who 
were  sleeping,  and  relying  upon  the  sixth  to  guard  the  rear,  as  we 
had  alternated  each  day  with  that  icgiment.  Colonel  Dulany  was 
badly  shot  in  the  leg,  and  several  of  his  men  were  captured.  To  add 
to  the  confusion  thus  caused,  a  part  of  the  seventh  Louisiana  fired 
into  our  ranks.  This  was  our  first  surprise.  Many  of  our  men  were 
nearly  exhausted  from  hunger  and  loss  of  sleep.  We  had  been  in  the 
saddle,  and  had  had  no  regular  rations  for  three  days.  My  command 
was  soon  formed,  and  we  drove  them  back,  capturing  three  or  four, 
who,  in  the  dark,  mistook  us  for  their  friends.  The  next  morning, 
.Tune  2d,  found  us  still  covering  the  retreat.  Near  Woodstock,  Gen 
erals  Stewart  and  Ashby,  each  with  a  battery  and  their  cavalry,  select 
ed  a  position.  Each  seemed  determined.todo  something,  as  the^nemy 
had  become  very  bold  and  annoying.  My  regiment  was  thrown  to  the 
right  and  rear  of  Ca^kie's  battery,  on  the  left  of  the  road  coming  up 
the  Valley,  one  company  acting  on  my  flank.  Here  the  enemv  opened 
a  battery  and  shelled  us  furiously,  and  I  was  ordered  by  General 
Stewart  to  move  back  out  of  range,  and  crossed  with  rny  command  to  the 
other  side  of  the  turnpike,  to  support  a  battery  there  in  position, 
which  would  check  the  enemy  whilst  Caskie's  battery  was  retiring. 
In  executing  this  order,  after  we  had  gone  but  a  few  hundred  yards, 
to  my  utter  surprise,  I  saw  the  battery  and  cavalry  running  together 
down  the  road  pell  mell,  and  the  Yankees  after  them  at  full  fepeed. 
The  head  of  my  column  was  under  a  hill,  and,  as  we  came  out  of  the 
woods,  a  part  of  the  forty-second  Virginia  infantry,  mistaking  us  for 
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the  Yankees,  fired  into  my  advance   squadron,   causing  a  stampede, 
wounding  several.     The  Yankees,  pressing  on  my  rear,  captured  eight 
men.     Such  management  -I   never   saw   before.       Had    the   batteries 
retired  by  echelon,  and  the  cavalry  in   the   same   manner,  we  could 
have  held  our  position,  or   driven   back   their  cavalry  by  a  counter 
charge  from  ours.     But  a  retreat  wal  ordered,  and  a  disgraceful  stam 
pede  ensued.     Mortified  and   annoyed   at  such   management,  Colonel 
Flournoy,  of  the  sixth,  accompanied  me   to   see   General   Ewell,  who 
was  kind  enough  to  intercede  with  General  Jackson,  and  have  us  at 
once  transferred  to  General   Ashby's   command..      Here   the  gallant 
Ashby   succeeded    in    rallying    about  fifty   straggling  infantry,  and 
poured  a  volley  into  the  Yankee  cavalry ,'emptying  many  saddles,  and 
giving    them    a  cheek,  clearing    the    road   for   the    rest  of  the  'day. 
Ashby's  cavalry,  the  sixth,  and  a  portion  of  the  second  were  all  equally 
stampeded.     We  then  marched  across  the  Shenandoah,  beyond  Mount 
Jackson,  in  a  drenching  rain  all  day  arid  night,  (camped  for  the  night, 
getting  rations  for  both  men  and  horses.)     The  next  morning  we  were 
ordered  to  recross  the  bridge,  before  it  was  burnt,' relieving  the  sixth, 
who  were  bringing  up  the  tear.     After  burning  the   bridge,  a   heavy 
picket  was  thrown  out,  and 'we  retired  to' New  Market,  arid-had  heavy 
picket  skirmishing  all  day.     On  the  5th,  the  enemy  got  their  pontoon 
bridges  over,  and  about  ono  regiment  of  their  cavalry  crossed.     The 
army  moved  up  the  Valley  cm  the   Port  Republic  road!     About  five 
o'clock,  P.  M.,.  while  the  second  and  seventh  were  grazing  their  horses  . 
in  a  field  on  the  right  of  the  road,  the  .sixth   bringing  up  the  rear,  it 
was  again  suddenly  charged  by  the  Yankee  cavalry  ;  but  we  succeeded 
in  repulsing  them,  who,  in   turn,   were  charged   by   the  second  and 
seventh,  and  driven  back  within  half  a  mile  of  town.       In   this   fight 
the  Yankees  lost  their  Colonel,   Sir   Percy  Wyndham,   captured,  and 
sixty-three   officers   and   men,   together    with    their  colors.   .   Major 
Green,  of  the  sixth,  was  severely  wounded  here,  but  we  sustained 'no 
other  loss.       Here  it  was  that  Ashby  determined   to   ambush   them. 
Leaving  me   in  command  of  the    brigade,   he  marched   with  the  first 
Maryland  and  fifty-eighth  Virginia  infantry,  under  cover  of  the  woods, 
to  my  right,  intending  to  flank  the  Yankees,  instructing  me,  that  as 
soon  as  he  had  dislodged  them  from  the  hill,  to  charge  them  with  my 
whole  force.     In  that  enterprise  he  was  baffled  and  ambushed  himself, 
A3»soon  as  our  forces  became  engaged,  the  Yankee  cavalry  advanced 
to  the  support  of  the  «  Bucktails.'-'     I  advanced  with  my  command  to 
meet  them,  and  getting  within  easy  range,  I  opened  with   two  pieces 
of  Chew's  battery,  which  had  been  masked  in  rear  of  the  cavalry,  and 
drove  them  from  theif  position.     Finding  that  a   severe   engagement 
had  taken  place,  and  that  the  brave  Ashby  had  fallen,  GeneraT  Ewell 
ordered  me  to  retire,  making  a  heavy  detail  from  rny  regiment  to  bear 
off  our  wounded  on  horteback.      The  next  morning,  June  the  Sth,  I 
assumed  command  of  the  brigade.     The  general  commanding  having 
determined  to  give  battle,  the  cavalry  were,.- disposed  of  as  follows: 
The  second   on   picket  on  the    McGaheysville  road,  and  on  General 
Ewell's  right  flank.     The  sixth  and  seventh   were  thrown  across  the 
river,  protecting  the  baggage  train.     Two  companies,  Captains  Myers 
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and  Chipley,  disgraced  themselves  by  running,  and  leaving- the  bridge 
to  be  burnt  by  the  enemy.  The  night  after  the  battle,  I  was  engaged 
reconnoitering  the  road  between  Port  Republic  and  Brown's  Gap. 
Major  Breckinridge,  with  the  second  squadron,  second  Virginia  cav 
alry,  was  thrown  on  picket,  on  the  road  to  Swif*  Run  Gap,  and  skir 
mished  with  the  enemy,  (Shield's  command.)  until  the  battle  com 
menced  the  next  morning  by  the  infantry,  the  second  regiment  bring 
ing  up  the  rear.  Lieutenant  Thomas  Mullen,  company  E,  was  left 
on  the  other  side  of  the  bridge  watching  the  enemy,  which  was  burnt 
before  he  could  cross, 'and  in  attempting  to  swim  the  river  he  was 
drowned.  We  were  not  engaged  ;n  the  fight  until  after  the  enemy 
had  been  routed.-  The  cavalry  then  pursued  them  about  eight  miles, 
capturing  aboufone  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners, 'six  or  seven  wagons 
filled  with  plunder,  and  bringing  off  the  field  two  pieces  of  artillery 
•abandoned  by  the  enemy,  and  about  eight  hundred  muskets.  Also 
recaptured  one  of  General  Jackson's  staff.  We  encamped  about  mid 
night  near  the  top  C;f  the  mountains,  having  been  without  rations  for 
either  man  or  horse  for  twenty-four  hours.  June  10th,  ^e  were 
engaged  most  of  the  day,  picking  up  stragglers,  and  sending  off  pris 
oners  to  Lynchburg,  by  the  dismounted  men  of  my  command.  June 
llth,  wre  started  again  for- the  Valley,  crossed  the  south  and  middle 
branches  of  the  Shenandoah,  camped  near  Mount  Crawford,  and  cap 
tured  two  of  the  enemy's 'picket.  Kext'morning,  June  12th,  we  oc 
cupied  Harrisonburg.  captured  about  two  hundred  prisoners,  many  of 
them  severely  wounded  in'the  Cross-Keys  fig  ;t.  We  also  captured 
medicines,  wagons,  camp  equippage,  and  about  two  hundred  Belgian 
guns.  Here  we  ngain  had  evidence  of  precipitate  retreat  by  the  en 
emy.  I  advanced  my  picket  to  New  Market,  and  then  to  Mount  Jack 
son,  and  held  that  position  until  relieved  by  Brigadier  General  Rob 
ertson.  -  On  the  13th,  a  Yankee  major  and  surgeon  came  up  with 
twenty-eight  ambulances,  under  a  flag  of  truce,'  asking  the  privilege 
of  carrying  off  their  wounded.  For  military  reasons,  it  was  declined 
by  General  Jackson.  (They  having  enough  surgeons  within  our  lines 
to  attend  to  them.)  Having  received  orders  from  General  Jackson  to 
move  back  with  my  regiment  to  Port  Republic,  and'  await  further 
orders,  I  there  learned  that  he  was  en  route  for  Richmond,  and  that  I 
was  to  follow.  His  command  having  had  three  days  start  of  me;  I  did 
not  overtake  him  until  he  arrived  at  Hanover  Court  House. 

The  weather  had  been  extremely  hot  during  our  campaign  in  the 
Valley,  the  r.oads  macadamized,  and  the  cavalry  .urfyrovided  with  horse 
shoes,  and  being  compelled  to  subsist  them  mostly  on  young  grass 
without  salt,  I  found  my  command  in  a  most 'deplorable  condition. 
-Our  work  had  been  eternal,  day  and  night.  We  were  under  fire  twenty- 
six  days  out  of  thirty  ;  having  gone  in  with  more  than  one  hundred 
men  unarmed,  we  returned  generally  well  equipped.  History  bears 
no  record  of  the  same  amount  of  service  performed  by  the  same  num 
ber  of  cavalry  horses  in  the  same  time. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS   T.  MUNFORD, 
Colonel  Second  Va.  Cavalry,  commanding  Asfiby's  brigade. 
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P.  S.  I  have  failed  to  mention  any  special  marks  of  gallantry  exhib 
ited  by  any  of  my  men,  supposing  that  it  has  been  done  by  those  under 
whose  orders  they  were  acting.  I  shall  omit  in  the  rest  of  my  report 
our  Richmond  campaign,  and  begin  at  Waterloo  bridge,  where  I  was 
ordered  again  to  report  to  General  Jackson,  in  advance  of  his  army, 


tnoving  on  Manassas. 


THOMAS  T.  MUNFORD. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CKUTCIIFJELD. 

HEADQUARTERS  VALLEY  DISTRICT,  NEAR  GORUONSVILLE, 

28,  1862. 


Captain  A.  S.  PENDLETON, 

As  ft  Ad  ft  Geril,  Valley  District  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  different  batteries  of  the  array  in  the  actions  of  June  8th 
and  9th,  1862,  at  Cross-Keys  and  Port  Republic: 

On  Sunday  morning,  8th  instant,  about  nine,  A.  M.,  the  advance 
of  General  Shields'  division  approached  Port  Republic,  on  the  Swift 
Run  Gap  road,  and  while  a  part  of  their  cavalry  dashed  into  the  vil 
lage,  they  opened  fire  from  a  section  of  artillery  on  the  bridge  across 
North  river.  Soon  two  pieces  (a  six-pounder  and  twelve-pounder 
howitzer)  were  brought  across  South  river,  and  planted  in  the  village. 
As  soon  as  their  firing  had  discl-osed  their  approach,  Captain  G.  -W. 
Wooding  brought  out  his  battery  on  the  bluffs  across  North  river, 
and  opened  on  their  infantry,  which,  to  the  amount  -of  four  regiments, 
was  then  near  the  town.  The  enemy's  advance  'was  soon  driven  out 
of  Port  -Republic  by  the  thirty-  seventh  Virginia  infantry,  and  their 
six-pounder  gun  captured.  About  this  time,  the  batteries  of  Captains 
Carpenter  and  Poague  were  brought  out  by  Brigadier  General 
Winder,  and  posted  on  the  heights  on  the  west  bank  of  the  South 
Fork,  and  their  fire  directed  on  the  retreating  cavalry,  and  still  ad 
vancing  infantry,  of  the  enemy.  Just  then  I  came  up,  and,  encounter 
ing  the  Mpjor  General  commanding,  he  directed  rue  to  remain  there 
in  charge  of  these  batteries,  and  also  for  4he  purpose  of  forwarding  to 
him,  about  Cross-Keys,  any  dispatch  sent  to  him  by  Colonel  Mun- 
ford,  commanding  second  Virginia  cavalry.  The  fire  of  our  batteries 
was  capital.  The  enemy's  infantry  soon  broke  and  fled  down  the 
river,-  followed  up  by  our  guns  on  the  opposite  bank,  for  nearly  a 
mile,  when  they  disappeared  in  the  woods  around  a  bend  in  the  road. 
I  waited  till  about  half-past  two,  P.  M.,  and  th%re  being  no  signs  of 
any  intention  on  tho  enemy's  part  to  return,  I  rode  over  towards 
Cross-Keys,  where  the  battle  had  been  raging  between  the  forces  of 
Major  General  Ewell  and  Major  General  Fremont  since  about  ten, 
A.  M.  I  found  our  batteries  posted  in  good  positions,  on  a  com 
manding  ridge,  to  the  left  of  the  road.  Their  fire  had  been  directed 
by  Brigadier  General  Elzey,  up  to  the  time  he  was  wounded  ;  and  I 
found  them  holding  their  ground  well,  and  delivering  their  fire  with 
accuracy  and  spirit.  Those  engaged  were  the  batteries  of  Captains 
Courtnay,  Lusk,  Brockenbrough,  Rice  and  Rsiines,  while  those  of  Gutj 
shaw  and  .Caskie  were  held  in  reserve.  As  I  "got  up,  I  found  Captain 
Courtnay's  battery  withdrawing  from  the  field,  as  also  a  part  of  Cap 
tain  Brockenbrough's,  having  exhausted  their  ammunition.  Uf)on  . 
inquiry,  I  found  the  other  batteries  getting  short  of  ammunition,  and 
as  the  ordnance  train  had  taken  a  different  road  from  the  one  intended, 
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and  was  a  considerable  distance  away,  I  slackened  tin-,;  *     re  to  <  •->» 
respond  with  that  of  the  enemy. 

Some  of  these  batteries  suffered  a  good  deal  from  the  «r.emy's  fire 
of  small  arms,  but  all  held  their  ground.  At  one  time  t'Lose  of  Car*- 
tains  Rice  and  Raines  had  to  be  withdrawn  to  the  rear  i'or  a,  short 
distance  for  this  reason.  Captain  Raines1  battery  was  particularly 
well  and  gallantly  managed,  he  having  his  horses  shot  and  serving  a 
gun  himself  when  short  of  cannoneers.  The  enemy's  fire  soon 
ceased,  and  his  guns  withdrew  from  the  field.  None  of  our  guns  or 
caissons  were  lost  or  injured  in  this  affair. 

On  Monday  morning,  June  9th,  I  rode  down  from  Port  Republic, • 
on  the  Swift  Run  Gap  road,  and  found  the  pickets  of  General  Shields' 
advance  being  driven  in  by  Brigadier  General  C.  S  Winder,  with 
skirmishers  and  Carpenter's  battery.  The  enemy  had  a  battery  of 
six  guns  (five  of  them  rifled)  posted  on  an  old  coaling,  at  Lewiston, 
from  which  they  soon  opened  an  accurate  fire  upon  our  approaching 
infantry.  Their  battery  was  at  once  engaged  by  two  rifled  guns  of 
Captain  Poague's  battery,  posted  in  an  open  field,  to  the  left  of  the 
road.  Just  then  the  Major  General  commanding  sent  me  back  to  Tort 
Republic  to  hurry  up  the  8th  brigade  of  Brigadier  General  R.  Taylor. 
Having  done  this,  I  proceeded  to  order  up  the  rifted  guns  from  our 
different  batteries.'  Many  of  them  I  found  sh<»;-t  of  ammunition,  from 
the  previous  day's  engagement  and  their  ignorance  of  the  jexact 
locality  of  our  ordnance  train.  To  supply  them  consumed  some 
time,  and  they  could  only  go  into  action  in  succession.  Those 
ordered'up  were  guns  from  the  batteries  of  Captains  Chew,  Broeken- 
brough,  Raines,  Courtnay  and  Lusk,  the  latter  of  whom  did  not  get  his 
ammunition  in  time  to  engage  in  action.  As  they  cams  up  they  were 
posted  near  Captains  Poague  and  Carpenter,  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
and  fired,  advancing,  a  part  on  the  battery  and  a  part  on  the  infantry 
of  the  enemy.  Their  fire  was  good,  and  they  were  generally  well 
managed,  particularly  that  of,  Ciptain  Poague,  which  was  subjected  to 
a  heavy  infantry  fire,  and  only  fell  back  under  orders. 

At  one  time'  the  enemy's  infantry,  observing,  perhaps,  the  small- 
ness  of  our  supporting  force  of  infantry,  advanced  across  the  field, 
somewhat  to  our  left  and  front,  and,  by  a  heavy  concentrated  musketry- 
fire,  forced  back  our  infantry  support,  in  consequence  of  which  our 
guns  had  to  retire.  The  enemy's  advance  was  soon  checked  by  an 
attack  on  their,  flank  by  Major  General  Ewell,  and  our  batteries  en 
abled  to  resume  the  engagement,  but  not.  before  the  enemy  had  got 
one  of  Captain  Poague's  six-pounder  guns,  which  they  cither  carried 
off  or  managed  to  conceal.  When  the  enemy  were  finally  routed,  the 
pursuit  was  continued  by  parts  of  the  batteries  of  Captains  Wooding 
and  Caskie,  with  just  spirit  and  serious  effect,  and  thfe  enemy  forced 
to  abandon  the  only  gun  they  were  seen  to  carry  from  the  field. 
With  the  exception  of  the"  one  gun  of  Captain  Poague's  battery  above 
referred  to,  none  of  our  pieces  or  caissons  were  lost,  and  none  dam 
aged.  There  were  captured  from- the  enemy  six  guns  and  a  twelve- 
pounder  howitzer,  with  caissons  and  all  the  limbers,  except  one.  One 
or  two  of  these  caissons  and  limbers  were  slightly  damaged,  and  one 
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spiked,  and  the  carriage  broken  and  pretty  much  destroyed.     They 
were  all  repoited  to  the  quartermaster,  and  brought  off.      The  guns 
turned  over  to  Brigadier 'General  R    Taylor,  as  also  the  unhurt 
caissons,  except  one   gun,  which  was  assigned  to  Captain  Wooding, 
and  a  travelling  forge,  given  to  Captain  Brockenbrough. 
\Tour  obedient  servant, 

S.  CRUTCIIF1ELD, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery  Valley  District. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  MARTIN. 

HEADQUARTERS  FORTY-SECOND  REGIMENT  VIRGINIA.- VOLS.,  ) 
Camp  ?iear  Port  Republic,  June  15,  1862.      \ 

Captain  R.  N.  WILSON,  A.  A.  G.: 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  Colonel  Patton,  commanding  second  brigade.  Valley  District,  the 
following  report  of  the  operation  of  the  forty-second  regiment  Vir 
ginia  volunteers,. during  the  recent  engagements  of  the  8th  and  9th, 
near  Port  Republic  : 

Between  eight  and  nine  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  instant, 
the  forty-second  regiment  received  orders  from  headquarters  to  load 
their  wagons,  form   quickly,   and   proceed  from   their  encampment, 
^  which  was  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  Port  Republic,  on  the  Har- 
risonburg  road.     The  regiment  was  promptly  conducted  to  the  heights 
near  Port  Republic,  and  stationed  on  the  left  of  the  road,  in  an  open 
field,  in  rear  of  our  batteries,  and  in  view  of  the  retreating  enemy,  on 
the  opposite  side  of'tiie  Shenandoah  river.     We  retained  that  position 
until  about   one  o'clock,  in  hearing  of  heavy  cannonading  and  mus 
ketry  in  our  rear,  when  I  was  ordered    by  Colonel  Patton  to  move 
my  regiment  quickly  in  that  direction.     I  accordingly   promptly  put 
my  regiment  in  motion,  and  conducted  them  back  along  the  Harrison- 
burg  road  to  a  church,  a  distance  of  three  miles,  where  I  was  met  by 
Colonel  Patton,  and  received  orders  to  throw  my  regiment  in  line  of 
battle,  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  march  them  in  quick  time  in  the 
direction  of  <he  tiring,  which  I  accordingly  did;    and,  after  marching 
•them  several  hundred  yards,  I  received  orders  to  conduct  my  regiment 
to  the    left  of   the  position    occupied  by    our  batteries.     I  accord 
ingly  placed  myself   at  the  head  of  the  regiment,  and  conducted  it 
through  an  ppen  field,  a  distance  of  half  a  mile,  in  redr  of  our  batte 
ries,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shells  and  Minnie  balls  from  the  enemy. 
On  reaching  the  woods,  I  was  met  by  Captain  Nelson,  of   General 
Ewell's  staff,  who  conducted  us  a  short  distance  to  General  Ewell,  by 
whom  I  was  ordered  to  place  my  legiment  in  position  on  the  brow  of 
the  hill  to  the  left  of  our  batteries,  whicfi  position  we  occupied  about 
half  an  hour,  many  shells  and  Minnie  balls  passing  over  us      We  were 
tnen  conducted  by  Colonel  Patton  about  three  hundred  yards  further 
to  the  left,  and  formed  on  the  left  of  the  first  Virginia  battalion,  when 
I   threw  out  two  companies   of  skirmishers,  commanded   by  Captain 
Dobbins.     We  marched  a  short  distance,  then  changed   direction   to 
the  right,  proceeding  down  quite  a  steep  hill,  crossed  a  small  stream, 
about  which  place  there  were  traces  of  repeated  and  heavy  skirmishing 
on  both  sides — our  skirmishers,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  the  captain  in 
command,  at  one  time  driving  back  an  entire  regiment  of.  the  enemy, 
the  casualties  of  which,  upon  our  side,  have  been  given  in  a  report 
which  I  have  heretofore  had  the  honor  of  submitting.     Shortly  after 
crossing,  the  stream,  the   seventh   Louisiana  regiment  passed  in  our 
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rear,  and  formed  on  our  left.  We  continued  our  march  in  the  direc 
tion  of  the- road,  a  short  time  before  reaching  which  a  sharp  fire  from 
the  enemy  drove  in  our  skirmishers,  and  we  halted,  which  was  then 
about  dark.  We  remained  in  this  position  until  a  little  before  day 
break  the  next  morning,  in  full  view  of  the*  enemy's  camp  fires  and 
bearing  of  their  voices.  About  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  a  scouting 
party,  consisting  of  a  sergeant  and  four  men  of  the  fifth  Connecticut 
cavalry,  rode  up  to  a  picket  posted  on  the  Harrisoriburg  road,  and 
were  captured,  and  were  evidently  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  we  were 
in  their  vicinity. 

A  little  before  daybreak,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  Colo 
nel  Patton  returned  to  my  regiment,  and  conducted  .us,  with  the  first 
Virginia  battalion,  back  to  the  church,  where  we  were  thrown  in  line 
of  battle  on  the  previous  day.  We  were  then  placed  under  the  com 
mand  of  General  Trimble,  and  brought  up  the  rear  of  our  column, 
then  crossing  the  bridge  at  Pert  Republic,  which  bridge  was  burned 
about  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  we  marched  down  the  river  two  ort 
threg  miles,  and  finding  the  column  of  General  Shields  completely 
routed,  we  weie  ordered  across  the  mountain  at  Brown's  Gap,  and 
camped  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Blue  Ridge. 

During  the  whole  of  the  two  dnys-in  qu<-.-Mon,  aUhmiL'h  losing  only 
one  man  killed  and  two  wounded,  as  siaicJ  in  :i  former  report, .we 
were,  nevertheless,  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  both  artillery 
and  infantry,  for  several  hours  on  the-  8<h  in*Mnt,$and,  I  am  pleased 
to  say,  that  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with  remarkable  coolness 
and  bravery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Captain  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  MARTIN.,  Lieutenant  Cohmd, 
Commanding  Forty-Second  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 


•  REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  FUNK. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  RF.G'T  VA.  INFANTRY,  > 
June  1  I, -1862.  J 

Captain  O'BRIEN,  A.  A.  General: 

SIR  :  In  compliance  with  an  order  from  headquarters  first  brigade, 
I  make  the  following  report  of  my  regiment  in  the  engagements  of 
the  8th  and  Sth  instants  : 

June  8th.  The  drum  b'eat  to  arms  about  nine,  A.  M.  .Our  wagons 
were  unloaded,  and  the  men  cooking.  Hurriedly  we  loaded  the  wagons, 
and  were  ready  to  move.  I  received  orders  to  move  in  the  direction 
of  the  Port  Republic  bridge,  which  the  enemy  were  then  trying  to 
destroy.  Arriving  near  the  bridge,  I  was  ordered  to  support  Poague's 
battery,  on  the  right  of  the  road,  leading  from  Harrisonburg  to  PorJ 
Republic.  The  enemy  were  in  line  of  battle  near  a  strip  of  wood  beyond 
the  river,  on  the  Swift  Run  gap  and  Port  Republic  road.  Our  battery 
fired  some  well-aimed  shots  into  their  lines,  causing  them  to' retire  in 
much  disorder.  I  then  moved  by  th»5  left  flank  some  three  hundred  yards 
across  the  the  roadj  where  my  command  laid  behind  the  battery  until 
four,  P.  M.,  when  ordered  to  Port  Republic. 

Immediately  after  crossing  the  bridge,  I  received  orders  to  return 
to  the  position  just  left,  where  I  remained  until  ordered  to  camp,  half 
a  mile  beyond  Port- Republic,  where  my  command  cooked  two  days* 
nit  ion  s. 

June  9th.  Early  upon  this  morning,  I  left  camp  south  of  Port 
Republic,  passed  through  the  village,  crossed  the  ravine  on  a  tempo 
rary  bridge,  and  marched  in  direction  of  Swift  Run  Gap.  Marching 
some  two  miles,  we  fell  upon  the  enemy,  and  General  Winder  ordered 
me  to  support  Poague's  battery,  posted  m  a  wheat  field,  on  the  left  of 
the  road.  The  enemy  shelled  us  furiously. 

Remaining  in  this  position  half  an  hour,  I  received  an  order  to 
move  by  the  left  flank  some  four  hundred  yards,  to  the  left  to  support 
a  piece  of  the  afore-mentioned  battery,  moved  to  this  point.  Company 
L,  Captain  Burke,  was  deployed  as  skirmishers,  who  soon,  came  in 
contact  with  a  company  deployed  by  the  enemy,  from  the  fifth  Ohio. 
Driving  the  enemy's  skirmishers  back,  upwards  of  a,  hundred  yards,  I 
was  ordered  to  my  skirmishers'  support. 

Moving  off  by  the  left  flank  to  the  river  bank,  I  threw  my  column 
in  line  of  battle, -and  marched  to  within  fifty  yards  of  my  skirmishers. 
Colonel  Hays,  of  the  seventh  Louisiana  volunteers,  then  came  up  on 
my  right,  and  wa  charged  through  an  orchard  and  across  a  wheat 
field,. the  enemy  prudently  retiring  three  or  four  hundred  yards.  We 
rushed  through  a  pond  of  water  to  the  opposite  shore,  where  the  enemy 
opened  a  terrific  fire  upon  us.  We  returned  it,  and  were  exposed  to  a 
munlerous  cross  fire.  One  regiment  of  the  enemy  was  in  our  front,  in 
a  lane  in  rear  of  Mr.  Fletcher's  house,  another  regiment  lay  in  a  wheat 
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field,  and  immediately  on  our  left,  and  some  three  or  four  companies 
lay  behind  the  river  banks.  I  despatched  one  company  to  try -and  dis 
lodge  the  latter.  My  men  stood  firmly,  and  poured  death  int<Ptheir 
ranks  with  all  the  rapidity  and  good  will  that  the  position  would  admit. 
A  field  officer,  mounted  on  a  grey  steed,  rocle  in  front  of  my  regiment 
waving  his  hat  and  cheeking  his  men,  but  he  was  soon  picked  off  by 
some  of  my  sharpshooters. 

Finding  that  my  men's  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted,  and  that 
we  would  soon  be  compelled  to  fall  back-unless  relief  was  sent  me,  I 
dispatched  Lieutenant  McCarny  to  General  Winder  asking  for  rein 
forcements.  But  before  aid  reached  me  many  of  my  men  had  fired 
their  last  cartridge,  but  remained  in  ranks  for  the  word  "charge  upon 
the  ranks  of.  the  foe."  In  the  meantime  the  centre  of  our  line  gave 
way  exposing  my  regiment.  The  enemy  had  already  attempted  to 
flank  my  regiment,  and  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  fall  back.  I  had  nearly 
reformed  my  regiment  at  the  edge  of  the  orchard,  when  the  scvcTith 
Louisiana,  which  had  partly  formed,  was  scattered  by  a  raking  tire 
and  rushed  through  my  line,  scattering  my  men.  General  Trimble 
came  riding  up  at  a  barn,  some  four  hundred  yards  from  our  aban 
doned  position,  and  asked  them  to  go  no  further.  I  succeeded  in 
rallying  all  that  were  near  me  and  sent  Major  Williams  to  rally  the 
others,  which  he  did. 

I  was  again  ordered  to  support  Poague's  battery,  which  had  fallen 
back  to  their  position  at  the  commencement  of  the  engagement.  The 
enemy  soon  gave  way.  I  followed  with  my  command  in  pursuit  for 
four  miles,  when  ordered  back,  taking  a  back  road,  encamped  on  top 
of  the  mountain,  which  I  reached  at  midnight.  Many  of  my  men 
fell  along  the  road-side,  worn  out  and  exhausted  from  the  hard  labor 
of  the  day.  In  the  pursuit  we  secured  the  colors  of  the  fifth  Ohio, 
which  was  left  on  the  field  in  their  flight. 

I  deem  it  proper  here  to  state  that  the.  officers  and  men,  under  my 
command,  behaved  more  gallantly  than  I  ever  witnessed  them  before. 
The  coolness  displayed  by  them  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  was 
worthy  the  veterans  who  have  contested  with  the  insolent  invaders, 
every  step  from  the  Potomac,  up  their  beautiful  Valley,  and  on  the 
9th,  held  their  position  in  face  of  superior  numbers,  under  the  mur 
derous  fire  of  grape,  shell  and  musketry,  falling  back  when  completely 
overpowered,  and  then  only  to  be  rallied  by  the  words  of  their  com 
manders. 

Major  H.  J.  Williams  assisted  me  in  the  command,  and  acquitted 
himself  honorably,  cheering  and  encouraging  the  men,  by  example, 
to  the  work  which  was  so  well  executed.  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Arnold, 
commanding  company  I,  fell,  mortally  wounded,  while  gallantly  lead 
ing  his  company.  He  was  a  noble  young  officer,  whose  loss  will  be 
seriously  felt  by  all  who  knew  him.  -Lieutenant  Wrjgnt,  company  D, 
was  wounded  and  is  a  prisoner.  Adjutant  Cornall  received  a  wound 
€arly  in  the  action,  and  was  sent  to  the  rear.  Robert  Fisher,  color- 
sergeant,  who  bravely  bore  the  colors  to  the  front  amid  the  showers  of 
shell  and  bullets,  was  wounded.  Corporal  Walter  Monteiro  received 
and  supported  our  banner  manfully  through  the  engagement. 
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The  casualties  are  as  follows  :  Killed,  four  ;  wounded,  eighty-nine  ; 
missing,  twenty.     Total,  one  hundred  and  thirteen. 
Rank  and  file,  447,  (strength  of- regiment.) 

With  but  one  regret,  that  we  were  unanble  to  do  more  in  repul  ;in^ 
.these  vandal?,  who  have  poluted  our  fair  Valley  by  their  presence,  I 
submit. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  II.  L.  FUNK, 
.     *  Lieut.  Colonel  5/A  Virginia  Volunteers. 


< 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  GARNETT. 

HEADQUARTERS  FORTY-EIGHTH  REGIMENT  VIRGINIA  YOLS.,  ) 
Camp  near  Port  Republic,  Pa.,  June*  15,  1862.       J 

To  Captain  R.  N.  WILSON.  A.  A.  General,  Second  Brigade: 

CAPTAIN  :  I  fcave  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  th«  information 
of  Colonel  Patton,  commanding  the  second  brigade,  .a  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  forty-eighth  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  during 
the  recent  engagement  of  the  8th,  near  Port  Republic. 

At  about  eight  o'clock,  on  Sunday  morning,  the  men  marched  to  the 
hills  overlooking  Tort  Republic,  and  took  up  a  line  of  battle,  in  which 
we  remained  during  a  heavy  cannonade  of  some  twp  or  three  hours. 
Orders  were  then  received  to  march  to  the  rear,  in  the  direction  of  the 
firing.  The  forty-eighth  regiment,  followed  by  the*'0ther  portion  of 
this  brigade,  moved  rapidly  to  the  scene  of  action.  Colonel  Patton 
then  detached  the  forty-eighth  regiment,  and  ordered  me  to  move  for 
ward  to  the  left  of  the  road  to  support  a  battery,  strongly  threatened 
with  being  charged  by  the  enemy.  Here  General  Ewell  placed  the 
regiment  in  position,  ordering  to  the  front,  as  skirmishers,  all  the  men 
with  long-range  guns.  We  remained  at  this  place  until  about  eight 
o'clock,  at  night,  when  we  were  ordered  back  to  camp.  Casualties  dur 
ing  the  day  were  three  men  killed,  and  one  officer  and  eight  men 
wounded. 

Very  respectfully, 

THOS.  S.  GARNETT, 
Lieut.  Colonel  cqm'ding  4S/A  regiment  Va.  Vols. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  GABNETT. 

HEADQUARTERS  FORTY-EIGHTH  REG.  VA.  VOLUNTEERS,  ) 
Camp  near  Port  Republic,  Pa.,  June  15,  1862.      $ 

To  Captain  R.  N.  WILSON, 

A.  A.  General,  Second  Brigade : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  for  the  information 
of  Colonel  Patton,  commanding  the  second  brigade,  a  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  forty-eighth  Virginia  regiment,  during  the  recent 
engagement  of  the  9th,  near  Port  Republic.  At  daylight  on  the  morn 
ing  of  the  9th,  the  forty-eighth  regiment  was  ordered  to  report  to 
Major  General  Jackson  at  Port  Republic.  On  reaching  this  point,  I 
found  that  the  General  had  left  for  the  field  of. battle,  and  I  imme 
diately  marched  the  regiment  there,  when  I  was  ordered  to  take  posi 
tion  with  General  Winder's  brigade,  and  acted  in  conjunction  with 
his  and  the  Louisiana  brigade,  until  the  enemy  was  routed.  The 
forty-eighth  regiment  then  joined  in  the  pursuit,  throwing  out  skir 
mishers,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  some  sixty  prisoners  Return 
ing,  we  reached  camp  about  two  o'clock,  Monday  night. 

Casualties  during  the  day,  one  man  killed  and  four  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  * 

THOS.  S.  GABNETT, 
Lieut.  Col.  commanding  Second  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  LEIGH. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  VA.  BATTALION,  P.  A.,  C.  S.  A.,  > 
Camp  near  Port  Republic,  June  15th,  186i,  \ 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  for  the  information 
of  the  officer  commanding  the  second  brigade,  a  report  of  the  opera 
tions  of  the  first  Virginia  battalion,  Provisional  army,  C.  S.  A.,  on 
the  8th  and  9th  instants. 

At  about  half-past  eight  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  in 
stant,  the  battalion,  along  with  'the  rest  of  the  brigade,  was  ordered 
to  load  the  wagons,  form  quickly,  arid  proceed  from  their  encamp 
ment,  which  was  situated  on  the  road  frx}rn  Harrisonburg  to  Port 
Republic,  about  a  mile  from  the  latter  place,  in  the  direction  of  Port 
Republic. 

On  our  reaching  the  brow  of  the  heights,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Shcnandoah,  overlooking  Port  Republic,  the  battalion  was  detached 
from  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  and  ordered  to  support  a  rifled  piece 
belonging  to  Cutshaw's  battery.  The  piece  moved  off  to  the  left  and 
assumed  a  position  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  We  followed  it,  and 
laid  in  a  hollow  nearly  iu  its  rear,  until  about  half-past  two  o'clock 
in  the  evening.  During  this  time,  we  saw  parties  of  the  enemy  re 
treating  in  confusion,  under  the  fire  of  our  batteries,  down  the  right 
bank  of  Shenandoah.  They  were  pursued  by  our  cavalry  until  they 
reached  the  point  where  the  road  enters  the  woods.  At  that  point; 
the  eneiry,  made  a  stand,  and  their  artillery  drove  oar  cavalry  back. 
About  half-past  two  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  battalion  was  ordered 
to  re-join  the  brigade..  In  order  to  do  so,  it  was  necessary  for  us  to 
march  back  on  the  Harrisonburg  road  to  a  point  near  the  three-mile 
sign  post  from  Port  Republic.  At  that  point  we  were  met  by  Captain 
Nelson,  of  General  Swell's  staff,  and  conducted  to  a  position  occupied 

by  Colonel  Letcher's  regiment,  ( Virginia)  a  short  distance  to 

the  left  of  the  road,  about  a  mile  further  towards  Harrisonburg.  We 
took  our  place  in  line  of  battle,  on  the  left  of  that  regiment  in  pro 
longation  of  that  line.  It  was  then  about  four  o'clock  in  the  even 
ing.  We  remained  here  about  an  hour,  and  during  this  time  a  num 
ber  of  shells  and  Minie  balls  passed  near  us.  In  the  meantime,  Col 
onel  Patton,  who  commanded  our  brigade,  came  up  with  the  forty- 
second  regiment  of  A^irginia  volunteers  ai;d  dr ow  it  up  in  line  of 
battle  to  our  left.  About  a  quarter  after  five  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
the  brigade  moved  forward  in  line  of  battle  through  the  woods'.  A 
line  of  skirmishers  preceded  us  and  drove  out  a  few  skirmishers  of 
the  enemy,  with  some  loss  on  each  side.  After  proceeding  a  short 
distance,  we  changed  direction  to  the  right,  and  proceeding  down  a 
considerable  declivity  and  across  a  small  stream,  approached  the  road. 
Shortly  before  w«  recched  the  road  the  seventh  Louisiana  regiment  of 
volunteers  joined  us,  and  formed  on  our  left.  As  we  reached  the 
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road  a  sharp  fire  from  the  enemy  drove  incur  skirmishers,  and  we 
halted.  We  remained  in  this  po>i'tion  from  about  half-past  seven 
o'clock  in  the  evening  uRtil  a  little  before  daybreak  the  next  morning. 
From  the  side  of  the  road  :i  iVw  y^rds  in  front  of  us,  I  observed  ^ 
battery  of  the  enemy  about  f'.v*  hundred  yards  to  our  left  at  an  an  : 
of  forty-five  degrees  with  oTtr  line.  A  short  distance  in  front  of  the 
battery  a  line  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  composed  of  about  two  regi 
ments,  according  to  my  estimate,  were  drawn  up  behind  a  rail  fence. 
A  small  wheat  field  in  front  of  them  was  occupied  by  a  number  of 
their  skirmishers,  and  another  body  of  their  troops  occupied  a  large 
piece  of  Broods  in»front  of  us.  At  dark  the  latter  body  moved  across 
the  wheat  field  and  joined  the  troops  c^rawn  op  behind  the  fence. 
They  all  immediately  built  fires,  and  we  could  see  a  number  of  camp 
fires  behind  them.  We  could  distinctly  hear  the  voices  of  the  skir 
mishers  in  the  wheat  field.  In  the  course  .of  the  night  a  scouting 
party,  consisting  of  a  sergeant  and  four  men  of  the  fifth  Connecticut 
cavalry,  rode  up  to  a  picket  which  we  had  put  out  on  the  road  and 
were  captured.  They  said  they  were  entirely  ignorant  of  the  fact 
that  we  were  in  their  vicinity.  In  the  early  part  of  the  night,  I  sent 
back  a  detail  from  e'ach  company  to  cook  provisions  at  oar  previous 
encampment,  whither  some  of  our  wagons  had  been  ordered  to  return 
for  that  purpose. 

A  little  before  daybreak,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  we 
marched  back  through  the  woods  to  a  point  near  tho  three-mile  sign 
post,  which  I  have  mentioned.  Here  the  forty-second  regiment  and 
the  battalion  were  ordered  to  join  General  Trimble's  brigade.  Whilst 
we  were  at  this  point,  Mnjor  Seddoo  rejoined  the  battalion  and  as 
sumed  the  command  of  it,  but  as  that  .officer  is  now  absent,  I  shall  • 
continue  to  give  a.n  account  of  the  operations  of  -the  battalion  during 
•that  day. 

About  eight  o'clock  we  heard  a  cannonade  to  our  rear  in  the  direc 
tion  of  Port  Republic.  About  half-past  eight  o'clock  we  commenced 
our  inarch  back  towards  Port  Republic.  On  the  way  we  halted  at 
our  old  encampment  and  furnished  the  men  with  the  provisions  which 
had  been  cooked  for  them,  as  I  have  already  mentioned.  At  ton 
o'clock  we  crossed  the  bridge  at  Port  Republic.  About  a  quarter 
past  ten  the  bridge  was  burned.  We  crossed  the  south  branch  of  the 
Shenandouh  on  a  .temporary  bridge  and  proceeded  about  two  miles 
down  the  right  bank  of  the  river.  At  about  three-quarters  after 
eleven  oMock,  large  bodies  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  cavalry,  and  ar 
tillery  commenced  to  appear  on  the  heights.  About  half-past  twelve 
o'clock,  oar. troops  filed  >o  the  right,  and  marched  along  a  cross-road 
to  the  road  fsoin  Bort  Republic  to  Brown's  Gap.  On  reaching  that 
road  we  continued  our  march  across  the  mountain,  and  a  little  before^ 
dark,  halted  a  short  distance  from  the  summit  on  the  eastern  side  of<t 
the  m  >un tain. 

During  the  whole  of  the  two  days  in  question,  not  a  single  man  in 
the  battalion  was  ki.lled  or  w<  unded,  nor  did  tho  battalion  fire  a  singly 
shot.      We  were  nevertheless  exposed  to  tho  fire  of  the   efltemy,    botli 
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artillery  and  infantry,  for  several   hours  on   the  8th,  and  regiments 
not  more  exposed  than  ourselves  suffered  severely. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Captain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  W,  LEIGH, 
Oapt.  commanding  ]st  Va.  Bat.,  P.  A.  C.  S.  A 


SKSJl 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  POAGUE. 

BROWN'S  GAP,  VIRGINIA,  June  11,  1862. 


Captain  J.  F.  O'Dicitv. 

A.  A.  G.,frst  brigade  fTT).  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
action  of  the  battery  under  my  command,  on,  the  Sth  and  9th  instants, 
near  Port  Republic,  Virginia: 

On  the  morning  of  the  Sth,  in  obedience  to  directions  from  Briga 

dier  General  Winder,  I  hastened  from  camp  with  one  of  my   Parrott 

guns,  the  first  hitched  up  and  ready  to  move,  in  the   direction   of  the 

bridge  at  Port  Republic,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  distant.     Under 

the  direction   of  Major   General   Jackson,  in   person,   this   gun   was 

placed  in  position  in  the  wheat  field  near  the  bridge,  commanding  both 

it  and  the  country  beyond  the  Shenandoah  river.   This  piece  drove  the 

enemy's  cavalry  from  beyond  the   river,  and   fired  two  shots  at  a  six- 

pounder,  stationed  by    the    enemy-   at    the    further    extremity  of  the 

bridge,  when  the  cannoneers  abandoned  the  gun  and  retreated  across 

the  river,  taking  the  limber  with   them.     After   this  piece   had  been 

placed  in  position,  I  hurried  back   and   found  my   other  guns,  four  in 

number,  taking  a  position,  under  the  direction  of  Brig.  Gen.  Winder,  on 

a  ridge  to  the  left  of  the  road,  and  nearly  opposite  the  position  occu 

pied  by  two  pieces  oi  the  enemy's  artillery,  which  had  kept  up  an  ir 

regular  fire  for  some  time.     After  two  or  three  shots  from  my  battery, 

these  two  guns  ceased  firing.     One  of  them,  I  learn,  was  afterwards 

found  i»  the   woods   near   by.     Thereafter,   my  guns,  in  conjunction 

with  Carpenter's  battery,  were  turned  upon  the  enemy's  infantry,  sev 

eral  regiments  of  which  were  within  range.     They   were  soon  driven 

back,  retreating  in  considerable  haste,  leaving  some  of  their  dead  along 

the  road.     Two  of  my  guns  were  then  moved  about  a  mile  down  the 

river,  to  a  position  from  which  to  sweep  the  road,  if  the  enemy  should 

again  endeavor  to   advance.     This,  however,  was  not  attempted,  and 

shortly  after  dark  all  of  my  guns  were  taken  to  camp. 

Seventy-  three  rank  and  file,  (strength  of  company.) 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,   having   crossed   South  river,  and  fol 

lowing  the  brigade  about  one  and  a  half  miles  down  the  road  leading 

to  Swift  Run  Gap,  I  received  orders  to   place  two   Parrott  pieces  on 

the  left  of  the  road,  from  which  position  they  opened  on  the  enemy's 

batteries.     The  balance  of  my  guns,  being  of  short  range,  were  kept 

under  cover.     After   firing   about  two   hours,  shifting  position  occa 

sionally  to  the  left,  I  received   an   order   to  take  one   of  my  Parrott 

guns  to  a  point  indicated,  some  distance  down   the  road,  within  short 

range  of  the  enemy's   batteries.     From   this  point,  under  a  hot  fire 

from  four  of  their  guns,  a  rapid  fire  was  kept  up,  partly  on  their  bat 

teries,  and  partly  on  their  infantry,  with  canister,  until  the  ammuni 

tion  was  exhausted,  when  I  ordered  the  piece  to  retire  a  short  dis 

tance  up  the  road.     Hastening   across  to   the  left,  where  my   other 

guns  had  been  ordered  up,  engaging  the  artillery-  and  infantry  of  the 
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enemy,  I  found  that  they  had  retired  to  the  position  first  occupied  in 
the  morning.^  The  officer  in  charge  of  them,  Lieutenant  Graham, in 
formed  me  that  after  our  infantry  began  to  fall  back,  he  ordered  the 
<*uns  to  be  limbered  to  the  rear  and  retire.  Having  lost  his  horse  in 
the  engagement,  and  being,  some  distance  behind  the  guns,  he  sent 
three  different  messengers  on  to  have  the  guns  halted  in  the  orchard. 
These  orders  were  not  received  Iw  the  Lieutenant  in  charge.  After 
the  Battery  had  commenced  falling  back,  the  fourth,  piece,  a  brass  six- 
pounder,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Davis,  was  ordered  by  Briga 
dier  General  Winder  to  halt  and  fire  on  the  advancing  isfantry  of 
the  enemy.  While  unlimbering,  Lieutenant  Davis  was  severely,  and 
several  cannoneers  slightly,  wounded  by  the  infantry  of  the  enemy  ; 
two  of  the  horses  were  also  shot,  one  of  them  falling  across  the  pole. 
But  few  men  being  left  with  the  gun,  the  enemy  within  a  hundred 
yards,  and,  finding  it  impossible  to  extricate  the  wounded  horse,  it 
was  abandoned  ;  the  piece  was  taken  from  the  field  by  the  enemy  ; 
though  the  limber  was  afterwards  recovered.  A  careful  search  was 
made  for  the  gun,  but  nothing  heard  from'  it.  Three  of  my  pieces 
were  again  moved  forward,  and  assisted  in  the  final  dislodgment  and 
rout  of  the  enemy,  joining  in  the  pursuit  for  about  two  miles,  when 
I  received  orders  to  halt.  The  following  is  the  list  of  casualties,  all 
of  which  occurred  on  the  9th." 

Lieutenant  James  C.  Davis,  severely  wourded  in  the  side  ;  privates 
J.  T.  Gibbs,  slightly  in  the  foot;  James  Nicely,  slightly  in  hand; 
William  Cox,  slightly  in  arm  ;  Frank  Singleton,  missing,  and  be 
lieved  to  be  severely  wounded. 

A  number  of  others  were  slightly  bruised.     The  conduct  of  all  the 
men  and  officers  engaged  was  unexceptionable. 
Very  respectfully,    ' 

WILLIAM  T.  POAGUE, 

Captain  of  Battery, 


•  '.'*<• 
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f     .  REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  CARPENTER. 

HEADQUARTERS  CARPENTER'S  BATTERY,  } 
June   HM,   18G2.      J 

GENERAL:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  hereby  make  the  follow 
ing  report  of  the  operations  of  my  company  in  the  recent  engagements 
of  the  8th  and  9th  instants,  near  Port  Republic  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  while  in  camp  on  the  heights  opposite 
Port  Republic,  and,  as  I  supposed,  in  quarters  for  pne  day  at  least, 
my  horses  turned  out  to  graze,  I  was  very  much  surprised  to  hear  a 
brisk  cannonading  at  or  near  the  bridge  over  the  Shenandoah  river. 
Knowing  that  the  enemy ,was  on  that  side  of  the  river,  and  believing 
that  he  had  made  his  appearance,  I  immediately  ordered  my  horses 
to  be  caught  and  harnessed,  and  my  battery  put  in  readiness  for 
action.  At  this  time,  I  received  orders  from  you  to  move  my  battery 
forward  as  soon  as  possible.  I  did  so,  and  placed  it  in  a  position  at  a 
point  indicated  by  yourself.  Upon  looking  across  the  river,  I  saw 
the  enemy's  cavalry  in  full  retreat,  and,  upon  looking  down  the  river. 
I  observed  his  infantry  coming,  upon  which  I  turn*d  my  pieces  and 
opened  fire.  He  was  at  first  very  obstinate,  and  appeared  d^ermined 
to  move  forward ;  but  a  few  rounds  from  our  artillery,  upon  the  head 
of  his  column,  soon  taught  him  the  importance  of  the  "  about-face 
and  double-quick  "  in  his  drills.  I  then  kept  up  a  fire  upon  his  re 
treating  columa,  advancing  by  half-battery, so  long  as  it  was  in  sight. 
After  remaining  some  time  at  the  last  position  occupied,  some  half  a 
raile  below  the  bridge,  I  received  orders  to  move  to  carnj.  Early  ia 
the  morning,  on  the  9th  instant,  I  received  orders  to  move  my  battery 
across  the  South  river.  .  After  proceeding  a  short  distance  down  the 
river  on  the  road  leading  to  Swift  run,  the  enemy's  pickets  were  ob 
served.  Two  of  my  pieces  were  unlimbered,  and  one  or  two  rounds 
drove  them  off.  I  then  received  orders  to  limber  up  and  move  to  the 
right.  About  this  time  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  us  I  was  then 
ordered  to  move  my  pieces  forward,  and  through  a  wood  that  was  just 
in  front  of  me.  After  examining  the  wood,  I  found  it  was  impossible 
to  move  artillery  through,  in  consequence  of  the  thick  undergrowth. 
I  reported  this  fact  to  Captain  O'Brien,  assistant  .adjutant  general, 
when  he  directed  that  I  should  send  one  section  of  my  battery  to  the 
support  of  the  left.  I  did  so,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
McKendree,  who  reported  to  the  General  in  person  and  was  ordered 
to  take  position  on  the  extreme  left.  Of  the  operations  of  this  sec 
tion  the  General  must  be  acquainted,  as  it  was  under  his  immediate 
observation  nearly  the  whole  time.  With  Captain  O'Brien's  permis 
sion,  I  ordered  the  other  section,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Carpenter,  to  take  a  position  on  the  extreme  right,  as  there  was  no 
artillery -there,  and  by  so  doing  to  get  a  cross  fire  upon  ^the  enemy. 
He  moved  forward  until  within  short  range  of  the  enemy's  guns,  and 
opened  upon  them  with  shell.  Very  soon  the  infantry  of  tje  enemy 
began  to  advance  upon  him,  when  I  ordered  a  round  or  two  of  can- 
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ister,  which  staggered  them.  He  continued  to  pour  canister  into 
their  ranks,  and  maintained  his  ground  until  his  ammunition,  except 
•a  few  shell,  was  exhausted,  in  consequence  of  which,  and  the'cldfce 
proximity  of  the  enemy,  I  ordered  him  to  move  to  the  rear  and  fill 
his  limbers  again.  I  then  went  to  look  after  my  other  section,  on  the 
left.  After  getting  nearly  there,  I  found  that  it  had  already  been 
ordered  to  the  rear.  The  artillery  duel  was  a  sharp  one,  having  been 
fought  principally  with  canister  and  short-range  shell. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  casualties  sustained  in  dy  company  : 
Thomas  Jordan,  supposed  to  be  mortally  wounded  in  head;  Samuel 
S.  Carpenter,  gunner,  severely  in  arm ;  .William  McAllister,  slightly 
in  side;  John  Mackay,  slightly  in  thigh;.  George  Byrd,  slightly  in 
cheek.  I  lost  two  horses  killed  ;  three  were  disabled,  and  had  to  be 
left  on  the  field.  Strength  on  the  8th,  .rank  and  file,  seventy  ; 
strength  on  the  9th,  rank  and  file,  fifty-five — eleven  not  engaged. 
Very  respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  CARPENTER, 

Commanding  Battery. 


COPY  OF  FREMONT'S  ORDER  OF  MARCH. 

MOUNTAIN  DEPARTMENT,  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  IN  THE  FIELD,  ) 

Harrisvnburg,  June  8,  *S62.       J 

ORDER     OF'    MARCH. 
Advance  Guard. 

1.  Colonel  Chiserefs  brigade. 

2.  The  pioneers  of  all  brigades,  as  also  the  axemen  of  every  regi 
ment,  to  start  at  five,  A.  M. 

3.  Fourth  New  York  cavalry. 

4.  General  StahFs  brigade,   with  Bucktail   Rifles  as   flankers,  at 
5.30  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Main  Column. 

5.  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Colonel  Zagongp,  at  5.45  o'clock, 
A.  M. 

6.  General  Milroy's  brigade,  at  6  o'clock,  A.  M. 

7.  General  Schenck's  brigade,  at  6.15  o'clock,  A.  M. 

8.  General  Steinwehr's  brigade,  at  6.30  o'clock,  A."M. 

9.  General  Train's  brigade,  at  6.45,  A.  M. 

Rear   Guard. 
10.  General  Bayard's  brigade. 

Each  regiment  to  be  accompanied  by  its   ambulances   and   a  suffi 
cient  number  of  wagons  to  carry  their  cooking  utensils. 
The  train  will  move  in  the  order  of  brigades. 
All  horses  unable  to  perform  service  to  be  left  at  this  place  until 
farther  orders. 

By  order  of  Major  General  FREMONT. 

(Signed,)  ALBERT  TRACY, 

Colonel  and  A.  A;    General. 
Official : 

G.   CAMPBELL  BROWN, 

A.  A.   General  Third  Division. 
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CASUALTIES  OF  THIRD  DIVISION. 
ACTION    OF    JUNE     6iu,    NEAR     HARRTSONIJURG. 
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CASUALTIES  OF  THIRD  DIVISION— Continued. 
ACTION  OF  JUNE.  9m,  NEAR  PORT  REPUBLIC. 
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General    Stewart'* 

commanded 
Colonel  Pcott,  44th  Virginia 
regiment.  In  field  and 
staff,  both  brigade  and  regi 
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G.  CAMPBELL  BROWN, 

A.  A.   General  Third  Division. 
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OPERATIONS  AROUND  RICHMOND, 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  LONGSTREET. 


HEADQUARTERS,  NEAR  RICHMOND,  July  29,  1862. 
Colonel  R.  H.  CHILTON,  A.  A.  General : 

COLONEL:  In  obedience  to  confidential  General  Orders,  No.  75,  and 
previously  arranged  plans,  the  division  of  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill 
and  my  own,  were  put  in  march,  the  former  at  two,  the  latter  at  three 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  26th,  for  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike,  to  await 
the  progress  of  the  command  of  Maj.  Generals  Jackson  and  A.  P.  Hill. 
The  two  divisions,  were  in  position#in  front  of  Mechanicsville  bridge, 
at  eight  o'clock  A.  M.,  but  some  unavoidable  delay  in  the  movement 
of  the  troops  on  the  other  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  kepfus  in  wait 
ing  antil  abo.ut  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  'when  the  advance  of  Major  Gen 
eral  A.  P.  Hill's  command  was  discovered.  The  divisions  were  put  in 
readiness  to  cross  at  any  moment,  and  at  six  o'clock  the  enemy  had 
been  turned  and  driven  back  far  enough  to  enable  the  head  of  our 
column  to  pass  the  bridges.  Brigadier  General  Hampton  volunteered 
to  give  directions  and  positions  to  our  heavy  batteries,  opposite  Me 
chanicsville,  now  become  useless,  and  to  follow  the  movements  of  our 
troops  down  the  river.  The  batteries  followed  our  movements,  and 
played  upon  the  enemy's  lines  with  good  effect. 

Ripley's  Brigade  of  D.  II.  Hill's  division  was  thrown  forward,  and 
goon  became  engaged  in  a  sharp  fight  with  the  enemy  ateBeaver  Dam 
creek,  a  stream  from  twelve  to  twenty  feet  wide,  with  perpendicular 
banks,  from  six  to  eight  feet  high.  The  enemy  being  very  strongly 
posted  behind  this  creek,  with  the  bridges  destroyed,  these  gallant 
troops  could  accomplish  butt  little  before  night.  A  very  handsome 
effort  was  made  by  them,  however,  to  take  the  enemy's  batteries. 
Major  General  D.  II.  Hill's  report  will  give  particulars  of  the  con 
duct  cf  his  troops  at  thjs  point: 
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Some  time  after  dark,  the  rear  brigade  of  my  own  division  succeeded 
ifi  crossing  the  Chickahominy,  and  Pryor's  and  Fcatherston's  brigades 
were  ordered  to  Beaver  Dam  creek,  to  relieve  the  portion  of  Major 
General  D.  II.  Hill's  division  in  position  there,  the  balance  of  the 
division  remaining  near  the  bridge  in  bivouac. 

At  early  dawn,  on  the  27th,  the  battle  was  renewed  with  artillery 
and  infantry.  The  brigade  of  General  Wilcox,  and  a  battery  was 
gent  to  the  support  of  the  brigades  on  Beaver  Dam  creek,  and  were 
engaged  principally  with  artillery,  until  seven  o'clock,  when  the  en 
emy  abandoned  his*trenches  and  retired.  The  columns  were  delayed 
about  an  hour  repairing  the  bridges,  when  the  general  advance  was 
resumed.  Three  of  my  brigades,  Wilcox's,  Pryor's  and  Featherston's, 
under  brigadier  General  Wilcox,  were  put  in  advance,  to  move,  when 
the  ground  would  permit,  in  line  of  battle,  supported  by  Pickett's 
brigade,  the  other  two,  Anderson's  and  Kernper's,  some  distance  be 
hind.  It  was  soon  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  fallen  back  rapidly 
from  his  right,  burning,  and  otherwise  destroying,  most  of  the  prop 
erty  that  he  could  not  remove.  The  pursuit  was  steadily  continued 
until  one  o'clock,  when  the  enemy  was  discovered  strongly  posted  be 
hind  Powhite  creek.  The  three  brigades,  under  Wilcox,  were  ad 
vanced  to  the  e/lge  of  the  creek,  to  feel  the  enemy,  and  ascertain,  as 
far  as  practicable,  his  strength.  It  was  soon  found  that  he  was  in 
full  force.  A  message  to  this  effect  was  received  from  Brigadier 
General  D.  R.  Jones,  a  few  moments  previous.  The  troops  were  halted 
in  position  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  other  divisions. 

Major  General  A.  P.  Hill  soon  repaired  the  bridges  at  the  mill, 
crossed  the  Powhite  creek,  and  took  position  for  the  attack.  The  col 
umns  under  General  Jackson,  having  a  longer  march,  were  not  in  po 
sition  for  some  time  after.  Finally,  these  columns  were  reported  in 
position,  and  the  commanding  General  directed  my  brigades  to  be  put 
in  position  on  the  right,  to  co-operate. 

In  front  of  me,  the  enemy  occupied  the  wooded  slope  of  Turkey 
hill,  the  crest  of  which  is  fifty  or  sixty  feet  higher  than  the  plain 
over  which  my  troops  must  pass  to  make  an  attack.  The  plain  is 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide;  the  farther  side  of  it  was  occupied 
by  sharpshooters.  Above  these,  and  on  the  slope  of  the  hill,  was  a 
line  of  infantry  behind  trees,  felled  so  as  to  form  a  good  breastwork. 
The  crest  of  the  bill,  some  forty  feet  abov«  the  last  line,  was  strength 
ened  by  rifle  trenches,  and  occupied  by  infantry  and  artillery.  In  ad 
dition  to  this,  the  plain  was  enfiladed  by  batteries  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Chickahominy.  I  was,  in  fact,  in  the  position  from  which  the  en 
emy  wished  us  to  attack  him. 

The  attack 'was  begun  by  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division.  My 
troops  were  drawn  up  in  lines,  massed  behind  the  crest  of  a  hill,  and 
behind  a  small  wood,  three  brigades  in  each  position,  and  held  in  read 
iness,  as*  the  reserve.  We  had  not  been  in  position  long,  however, 
before  I  received  an  urgent  message  from  the  commanding  General 
to  make  a  diversion  in  favor  of  the  attacking  columns.  The  three 
brigades,  under  Wilcox,  were  at  once  ordered  forward  against  the  en 
emy's  left  flank  with  this' view.  Pickett's  brigade  making  a  diversion 
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on  the  left  of  these  brigades,  developed  the  strong  position  and  force 
of  the  enemy  in  my  front;  and  I  found  that  I  must?  drive  him  by  di 
rect  assault,  or  abandon  the  idea  of  making  the  diversion.  From  the 
urgent  nature  of  the  message  from  the  commanding  General,  and  my 
own  peculiar  position,  I  determined  to  change  the  feint  into  an  attack, 
and  orders  for  a  general  advance  were  issued.  General  R.  II.  Ander 
son's  brigade  was  divided — part  supporting  Pickett'3  in  the  direct  as 
sault,  and  the  other  portions  guarding  the  right  flank  of  the  brigades 
under  Wilcox. 

At  this  moment,  General  Whiting  arrived  with"  his  division,  put  it 
into  position  at  once  and  joined  in  the  assault.  The  opportune  ar 
rival  of  this  division  occupied  the  entire  field  and  enabled  me  to  hoid 
in  reserve  my  rear  brigade,  (Kemper's.)  Our  gallant  officers  and 
men  were  moved  forWard  in  the  face  of  three  liries  of  infantry  fire, 
supported  by  batteries  from  both  sides  of  the  Chickahominy.  The 
troops  moving  steadily  on  under  this  terrible  fire,  drove  the  enemy 
from  his  positions,  one  after  another,  took  his  batteries,  and  finally 
drove  him  into  the  vswarnps  of  the  Chickahominy. 

No  battle-field  can  boast  of  more  gallantry  and  devotion.  The 
severest  trials  were  encountered  by  Wilcox's,  Featherston's  and 
Pryor's  brigades.  These  were  skirmishing  all  day,  ar*d  under  a  most 
annoying  fire  of  artillery  a  great  part  of  the  time.  They  were  the 
first,  too,  to  make  the  assault,  and  receive  the  terrible  fire  of  infantry 
"from  the  enemy's  lines.  The  enemy's  left  was  forced,  and  his  position 
was  thus  partially  turned,  several  of  his  batteries  and  many  prisoners 
and  regimental  standards 'falling  into  our  hands.  As  our  troops 
reached  the  crest,  but  a  moment  before  occupied  by  the  enemy,  re 
inforcements  advanced  and  were  engaged  with  our  troops  for  a  few 
moments.  Soon  discovering,  however,  that  they  must  give  way, 
they  fell  back  in  some  confusion,  leaving  their  dead  to  mark  their 
line  of  battle.  This  was  the  last  opposition  encountered  by  our 
troops,  further  than  a  show  of  resistance  as  the  enemy  was  pursued. 
The  firing  along  other  porter  portions  of  the  line  was  continued  until 
dark. 

General  Whiting  having  finished  his  work  in  our  front,  with  his 
own  division,  asked  for  a  brigade  of  General  Jackson's  command, 
which  happened  to  be  near  me,  and  put  it  in  position  on  our  left,  where 
h3  did  other  handsome  work.  After  driving  the  enemy  from  his  last 
position,  many  of  our  men  continued  the  pursuit  beyond,  in  a  rather 
straggling  condition.  The  enenmy's  cavalry,  covering  his  retreat, 
seeing  this,  attempted  a  charge,  but  our  troops  cooly  awaited  their 
approach,  and  drove  them  back  after  delivering  a  few  rounds  into  their 
ranks. 

A  little  after  dark  the  firing  ceased,  and  the  enemy  left  upon  the 
field,  surrendered,  or  straggled  through  the  woods. 

Up  to  £he  moment  of  gaining  the  enemy's^position  our  loss  was 
greater  than  his,  but  the  telling  fire  of  our  infantry  upon  his  lines,  as 
he  retired,  and  returned  again  to  attack,  thinned  his  ranks  so  rapidly  > 
that  his  dead  soon  outnumbered  ours.  There  was  more  individual 
gallantry  displayed  upon  this  field  than  any  I  have  ever  seen.  Con- 
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spicuous  amongst  those  gallant  officers  and  men,  were  Brigadier  Gen 
erals  11  II.  Anderson,  Whiting,  Wilcox  and  Pickett — the  latter 
severely  wounded;  Colonels  Jenkins,  Withers,  severely  woundeu  : 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Hale,  severely  wounded;  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Slaughter,  severely  wounded,  and -Major  Mullins,  severely  wounded. 
The  gallant  Colonel  Woodward,  of  the  tenth  Alabama  volunteers,  fell 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment  in  the  assault  on  the  enemy's  position. 

My  personal  staff,  Majors  Sorrel,  Manning,  Fairfax  arid  Walton, 
Captain  Goree  and  Lieutenant  Black  well,  displayed  great  gallantry, 
intelligence  and  activity.  They  have  my  warmest  thanks,  and  de 
serve  much  credit  of  the  Government. 

Major  Haskell,  of  General  D.  II.  Jones1  staff,  volunteered  his  ser 
vices  to  me  for  the  day.  Upon  his  first  field,  his  conduct  would  have 
done  credit  to  any  distinguished  veteran.  After  gallantly  bearing 
the  colors  of  one  of  the  regiments  to  the  enemy's  breastworks,  and 
planting  the  standard  upon  them  he  lost  his  right  arm  by  a  cannon 
shot. ' 

The  gallant  Captain  Ochiltree,  of  the  Adjutant  General's  D  pert 
inent,  volunteered  his  services,  and  was  very  active  and  energ  tir-  iu 
the  discharge1  of  duties  assigned  him.  General  Wigfall  and  Colonel 
P.  T.  Moore.,  and  W.  Muiiford,  kindly  offered  their  services,  and  were 
active  and  useful  in  transmitting  orders,  &a 

Early  on  .the*"  following  day,  (Saturday,)  parties  were  pent  forward 
to  find  the  enemy..  It  w?»s  soon  ascertained  that  he  was  not  in  force 
in  my  front,  and  had  destroyed  the  bridges  across  the  Chickahominy, 
immediately  in  front  of  me.  It  was  supposed,  however,  that  we  would 
be  able  to  draw  him  from  his  entrenchme'nts,  by  cutting  his  1  ase. 
Whilst  ether  portions  of  the  army  were  occupied  at  this  work,  my 
artillery  was  opened  with  such  long-range  guns  as  I  could  use  against 
the  enemy-  on  the  other  ^i»le  of  the  river.  The  range  was  so  great, 
howe v-  \  t' ..at  we  could  do  but  little  more  than  a*rmoy  him.  The  fire 
of  one  of  the  batteries  in  front  of  General  D.  R.  Jones,  however,  made 
him  feel  exceedingly  uncomfortable.  rJ\ie  effort  to  draw  the  enemy 
out  by  cutting  his  base  was  entirely  unsuccessful ;  and,  on  Sunday 
morning,  it  was  ascertained  that  he  had  abandoned  his  fortifioati  ns, 
and  was  in  full  retreat  towards  his  gunboats  on  the  James  river.  I 
was  ordered,  with  my,  own  division  and  that  of  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill, 
to  march,  via  New  Bridges  and  the  Darbytown  road,  to  intercept  hia 
retreat.  After  a  forced  march,  our  troops  reached  a  point  that  night 
within  easy  striking  distance  of  the  enemy. 

The  march  was  resumed  on  Monday  morning.  Soon  after  taking 
up  the  line  of  march,  I  was  joined  by  the  commanding  General.  Our 
forces  came  upon  the  enemy  at  Frazier's  farm,  about  noon,  when  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  were  reported  as  advancing.  Colonel  Jenkins, 
commanding  the  second  brigade,  was  directed  to  ascertain  the  con  ii- 
tion  of  the  enemy.  .After  drawing  in  his  pickets,  it  was  found  that 
he  was  in  force  and  position,  ready  for  battle.  My  own  division  was 
put  in  position  for  attack  or  defence  at  once,  and  one  of  Mfjor  Gen 
eral  A.  P.  Hill's  brigades  (Branch's)  ordered  forward,  to  support  my 
right  flank — the  rest  of  Hill's  division  being  left,  for  the  time,  on  the 


road,  to  secure  the  right  or  move  up  to  support  the  front.  About 
this  time  information  was  received  that  Major  General  Magruder  was 
in  rear,  in  easy  supporting  distance,  but  as  information  was  also  re 
ceived  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  in  front  of  Major  General  Holmes, 
it  was  deemed  advisable  to  order  Magruder*s  forces  to  join  Holmes, 
about  three  miles  off  to  our  right.  After  getting  into  position,  artil 
lery  fire  was  opened  about  three  o'clock,  P.  M  ,  upon  the  enemy,  ap 
parently  from  the  Charles  City  road.  Taking  this  for  Huger's  attack, 
and  thinking  that  his  troops  (rather  fresh)  would  expect  early  co-op 
eration,  I  ordered  several  batteries  forward,  hurriedly,  in  order  to 
assure  those  troops  that  we  were  in  position.  The  enemy's  batteries 
returned  the  fire  immediately,  and  with  great  rapidity.  One  battery 
was  found  to  be  so  nea-r  our  front  line  that  I  ordered*Colonel  Jenkins 
to  silence  it.  The  enemy  was  found  to  be  in  such  force  there,  how 
ever,  that  the  engagement  was  brought  on  at  once,  four  o'clock. 
Troops  were  thrown  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the  support  of 
the  attacking  columns.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  that 
concert  of  action,  so  essential  to  complete  success,  could  not  obtain, 
particularly  attacking  such  odds  against  us,  and  in  position.  The 
enemy,  however,  was  driven  back  slowly  and  steadily,  contesting  the 
ground  inch  by  inch.  He  succeeded  in  getting  some  of  his  batteries 
off  the  field,  and,  by  holding  his  last  position  till  dark,  in  withdrawing 
his  forces,  under  cover  of  night.  The  troops  sustained  their  reputa 
tion  for  coolness,  courage,  determination  and  devotion,  so  well  earned 
on  many  hotly  contested  fields.  Branch's  brigade,  of  Major,  General 
A.  P.  Hill's  division  did  not  render  the  prompt  support  to  our  right 
which  was  expected,  and  it  is  believed  that  several  of  our  officers  and 
men  were  taken  prisoners  in  consequence.  The  other  brigades  of 
this  division  were  prompt,  and  advanced  to  the  attack  with  an  alacrity 
worthy  of  their  gallant  leader.  They  recovered  and  secured  the  cap 
tured  batteries,  from' some  of  which  the  troops  of  my  division  had  been 
compelled  to  retire,  for  want  of  prompt  support.  The  odds  against 
us  on  this  field  were  probably  greater  than  on  uriy  other. 

Major  General  A.  f.  Mill  deserves  much  credit  for  the  condition  of 
his  new  troops,  and  the  promptness  and  energy  displayed  in  throwing 
his  forces  forward  at  the  proper  time,  and  to  the  proper  points.  I 
would  also  mention,  as  distinguished  among  others  for  gallantry  and 
skill,  Brigadier  Generals  R.  II.  Anderson,  Kemper,  Wilcox,  Pryor, 
and  Featherston,  (the  latter  severely  wounded,)  and  Colonels  Jenkins, 
Corse,  Strange,  Pat  ton,  Perry,  severely  wounded;  Lieutenant  Colo 
nel  Marye,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coppens,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Royston, 
and  Major  Caldwell,  the  two  latter  wounded;  Captain  Fields,  com 
manding  eleventh  Alabama  Captain  King,  commanding  ninth  Ala 
bama,  both  wounded;  Captain  Otey,  commanding  eleventh  Virginia, 
and  Captain  Kilpatrick,  of  the  Palmetto  sharpshooters. 

The  country  and  the  service  mourns  the  loss  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
J.  G.  Taylor,  of  the  second  Mississippi  battalion  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel 
D.  W.  Bfline,  commanding  fourteenth  Alabama  regiment ;  Lieutenant 
Colonel  J.  V.  Scott,  commanding  third  \rirginia  regiment,  and  Major 
William  Anderson,  of  the  Palmetto  Sharpshooters.  These  brave  and 
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valuable  officers  fell  at  the  head  of  their  commands,  in  a  desperate 
charge  on  the  enemy's  batteries. 

Majors  Sorrel,  Manning,  Fairfax,  and  Walton,  Captain  Goree,  and 
Lieutenant  Blackwell,  of  my  personal  staff,  displayed  their  usual  gal 
lantry  and  alacrity.  After  five  days  of  night  and  day  work,  they 
kept  up  with  undiminished  zeal  and  energy.  My  volunteer  aid,  Gen 
eral  Wigfall,  remained  with  me  also,  conspicuous  for  his  courage, 
coolness  and  intelligence.  Major  Meade  and  Lieutenant  Johnson,  of 
the  engineer  corps,  were  assigned  to  duty  at  my  headquarters,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  campaign,  and  were  very  energetic  and  untiring  in 
their  efforts  to  discover  the  various  positions  of  the  enemy. 

I  desire  to  render  my  thanks  to  the  medical  staff  off  my  command, 
of  which  Surgeon  Cullen  is  chief,  for  their  humane  and  protracted 
efforts  in  the  care  of  the  wounded  The  most  untiring  and  unremitting 
attention  was  displayed  by  these  officers,  both  after  the  actions  of  the 
2?th  and  30th,  and  I  refer  to  the  report  of  Chief  Surgeon  Cullen  for 
especial  mention  of  the  conduct  of  the  subordinates. 

For  the  details  of  the  operations  of  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill's  di 
vision,  I  respectfully  refer  to  his  official  report. 

Early  on  the  following  day,  the  troops  of  Major  General  Jackson 
were  reported  approaching  the  late  battle-field,  also  Armstead's  brigade, 
of  Huger's  division.  The  entire  force  was  concentrated  around  thia 
field  about  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  Jackson's  command  advanced,  by 
the  commanding  General,  on  the  route,  of  the  enemy's  retreat.  It 
was  soon  ascertained  that  the  enemy  was  in  position  and  great  force 
near  Malvern  Hill,  at  Crew's  farm. 

Major  General  A.  P.  Hill's  and  rny  own  division  having  been  en~ 

Jaged  the  day  before  were  in  reserve.  A  little  after  three  o'clock, 
.  M.,  I  understood  that  we  would  not  be  able  to  attack  the  enemy 
that  day,  inasmuch  as  his  position  was  too  strong  to  admit  of  it. 
About  five  o'clock,  however,  I  heard  the  noise  of  battle  and  soon  re 
ceived  a  message  from  Major  General  Magruder,  calling  for  reinforce 
ments,  4and  understood  from  his  staff  officer  that  the  enemy  was 
attacking  his  position.  I  ordered  the  division  of  Major  General  A, 
P.  Hill  to  his  immediate  support  and  put  my  own  in  position  to  secure 
his  right  flank,  which  was  the  only  one  that  could  be  at  all  exposed.  One 
of  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill's  brigades  became  engaged  about  night — 
no  other  portion  of  the  two  divisions.  On  Wednesday  those  two  di 
visions  were  thrown  forward  again  to  pursue  the  enemy,  but  after 
inarching  two  miles  through  a  very  severe  rain  storm,  they  were 
halted  for  the  night  near  Dr.  Poindexter's  house. 

On  Thursday  morning,  the  pursuit  was  resumed  and  the  command 
of  Major  General  Jackson  moved  forward,  but  by  a  different  road. 
Both  commands  arrived  near  the  new  positon  taken  by  the  enemy 
before  night.  MW9  ^j»lu\<»u  «^^  <t>ft[rtnl 

On  Friday  morning,  I  rode  forward  to  examine  the  position  of  the 
enemy.  He  was  found  to  be  strongly  posted  under  his  gunboats. 
Major  General  Jackson  placed  his  command  in  front  of  the  enemy, 
drov«  back  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  made  the  necessary  disposition  of 
bis  troops.  Some  complaint  was  made  that  the  troops  were  not  in 
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propel*  condition  to  attack  the  enemy  under  his  gunboats.  I  ordered, 
therefore,  that  no  advance  should  be  made  and  wrote  to  request  that 
the  commanding  General  would  ride  forward  at  his  earliest  conve 
nience.  Brigadier  General  D.  R.  Jones,  in  command  of  his  own  brigade 
and  that  of  General  Toomba,  reported  to  me  just  before  the  arrival  of 
the  commanding  General.  These  brigades  were  put  in  position  on 
Jackson's  left  and  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill\  division  on  his  right, 
at  Crenshaw's  farm.  After  consultation,  further  offensive  operations 
were  not  deemed  expedient. 

Some  days  were,  therefore,  occupied  in  collecting  the  arms  and  other 
property  thrown  away  and  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  when  our  forces 
were  withdrawn  to  their  present  positions  near  Richmond. 
Respectfully  .submitted, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Major  General  commanding. 
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GENERAL    JACKSON'S    REPORT    OF    BATTLE    OF    COLD 
HARBOR  AND  OTHER  ENGAGEMENTS. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS,  A.  N.  V.,  ) 
February  20,  1863.      j 

Brigadier  General  R.  H.  CHILTON, 

A.  A.  and  1.    General : 

GENERAL  :  -I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of 
the  operations  of  my  corps  in  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  and  other 
engagements  before  Richmond. 

On  the  l?th  of  June,  last,  leaving  the  cavalry  and  Chew's  battery, 
under  Brigadier  General  Robertson,  near  Harrisonburg — Whiting's 
division,  then  near  Staunton,  and  Swell's  and  Jackson's  near  Weyer's 
Cave,  Augusta  county,  Virginia — moved  towards  Richmond.  Law- 
ton's  brigade,  subsequently  of  Jackson's  division,  being  part  at  Staun- 
ton  and  part  near  Weyer's  Cave,  moved  with  the  troops  nearest  their 
positions.  Subsequently  Colonel  Munford,  with  his  cavalry,  marched 
m  the  same  direction. 

On  the  25th  of  June,  we  reached  the  vicinity  of  Ashland,  on  the 
Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  railroad,  about  twelve  miles 
from  Richmond. 

The  division  of  Brigadier  General  Whiting,  embraced  the  Texas 
brigade,  General  Ho.od  ;  the  third  brigade,  Colonel  Law  commanding, 
with  the  batteries  of  Rielly  and  Balthis.  The  division  of  Major 
General  Eweli,  the  fourth  brigade,  General  Eizey  ;  the.  seventh  bri 
gade,  General  Trimble  ;  and  the  eighth  brigade,  Cofcmel  L.  G.  Sey 
mour  ;  and  the  Maryland  line,  Colonel  Bradley  T.  Johnson,  whh  the 
batteries  of  Brockenbrough,  Carrington  and  Courtnay.  Jackson's 
division',  the  first  brigade,  General  Charles  S.  Winder  ;  the  second 
brigade,  Lieutenant  Colonel  R.  H.  Cunningham  commanding ;  the 
third  brigade,  Colonel  L.  W.  Fulkerson  commanding  ;  and  the  fourth 
brigade,  General  A.  R.  Lawton  ;  with  the  batteries  of  Poague, 
Carpenter  and  Wooding. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the 
commaning  General,  I  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Cold  Harbor, 
Whiting's  division  in  front. 

Pursuing  the  Ashcake  road,  we  crossed  the  Central  railroad  about 
ten,  A.  M.  Approaching  the  TottopOtomy  Creek,  the  Federal  pickets 
crossed  to  the  southside  of  the  stream,  and  partially  destroyed  the 
bridge,  and  by  felling  trees  across  the  road  further  on,  attempted  to 
delay  our  advance.  After  the  Texas  skirmishers  had  gallantly  crossed 
over  and  Rielly  shelled  the.  woods  for  the  purpose  of  driving  the  enemy 
from  it,  in  order  that  we  might  safely  effect  a  lodgment  beyond  the 
creek,  Whiting  rapidly  repaired  the  bridge,  and  the  march  was  re 
sumed.  That  night  the  three  divisions  bivouacked  near  Hundley's 
corner.  Whilst  there,  some  skirmishing  took  place  with  detachments 
9 


130 

of  the  enemy-,  in  which  Brockenbrough's  battery, the  first  Maryland, 
thirteenth  Virginia,  and  the  sixth    Louisiana   regiments  participated. 

We  were  now  approaching  the  ground  occupied  by  that  portion  of 
the  grand  army  of  McClellan,  which  was  posted  north  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy.  His  right  was  then  resting  upoii, Mechanics ville,  from  which 
point  his  lines  extended  some  miles  down  the%river. 

As  our  route,  that  day,  inclined  .towards  the  south,  and  brought  us 
in  the  direction  of,  but  to  the  left  of,  Mechanicsville,  we  distinctly 
heard  the  rapid  and  continued  discharges  of  cannon,  announcing  the 
engagement  of  General  A.  P,  Hill  with  the  extreme  right  of  the'enemy. 
Early  the  next  morning,  (27th,)  the  three  divisions  resumed  the  march, 
General  Ewell  in  the  lead. 

After  crossing  Beaver  Dam,  we  halted  to  dislodge  a  force  of  the 
enemy,  observed  upon  our  right,  near  the  intersection  of  the  road 
then  occupied  by  us  with  the  road  leading  from  Mechanicsville  to 
Bethesda  church';  but  the  Federals  observing  the  division  of  General 
D..H.  Hill,  then  coming  into  view,  and  which  was  advancing  from 
Mechanicsvilte  towards  the  point  of  intersection,  and  at  the  same  time 
seeing  General  Ewell  moving  down  from  my  command,  they  promptly 
abandoned  their  position  and  fell  back. 

The  enemy  seen  by  us,  as  before  stated,  on  our  right,  having  fallen 
back,  and  the  road  being  open  for  pressing  farther  along  his  rear,  the 
march  was  resumed  towards  Walnut  Grove  church,  where  I  again 
halted  until.  General  A.  P.  Hill  came  up.  Continuing  to  carry  out 
the  plan  of  the  commanding  General,  I  inclined  to  the  left,  and  ad 
vanced  on  Cold  Harbor,  whilst  General  A.  P.  Hill  moved  towajrds  the 
same  point  by  a  different  road  to  the  right. 

The  enemy  having  obstructed  the  road  which  I  had  taken,  and 
adopted  the  additional  precaution  to  delay  my  march  by  defending 
the  obstructions  ^gth  sharpshooters,  it  became  necessary,  for  the  pur 
pose  of  saving  time,  to.  take  a  road  still  further  to  the  left.  The  time 
consumed  in  this  delay,  threw  me  in  rear  of  General  D.  H.  Hill,  who 
had  moved  by  Bethesda  cfiurch.  Upon  reaching  and  passing  Oold 
Harbor  about  half  a  mile,  his  division  was  opened  upon  by  a  heavy 
fire  from  a  position  on  his  right,  and  also  from  artillery  in  his  front. 
Soon  after,  General  A.  P.  Hill  became  engaged, and  being  unacquainted 
with  the  ground,  and  apprehensive  from  what  appeared  to  me  to  be 
the  respective  positions  of  the  Confederate  and  Federal  forces  engaged, 
that  if  1  then  pressed  forward  o'ur  troops  would  be  mistaken  for  the 
enemy  and  be  fired  into,  and  hoping  that  General  A.  P.  Hill  and 
Longstreet  would  soon  drive  the  Federals  towards  me,  I  directed  Gen 
eral  D.  II.  Hill  to  move  his  divison  to  the  left  of  the  road,  so  as  to 
leave  between  him  and  the  wood  on  the  right  of  the  road,  an  open 
space,  across  which  I  hoped  the  enemy  would  be  driven. 

Thus  arranged,  it  was  in  our  power  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe 
in  case  the  enemy  should  be  driven  as  expected.  Major  General 
Stuart,  who  had  been  covering  my  left  with  his  cavalry,  was  also 
posted  so  as  to  charge,  should  the  Federals  attempt  a  retreat  to  the 
Paraunky  by  Cold  Harbor. 

But  it  soon  becoming  apparent,  from  the  direction  <ind  sound  cf  the 
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firing,  that  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill  was  hard  prised,  I  ordered  a general  ad- 
vance  of  rny  entire  ctfrps,  which  commenced  with  Gen.  D.  IL  Hill  upon 
my  left,  and  extending  to  the  right,  through  Swell's  Jackson's  and 
Whiting's  divisions,  posted  from  left  to  right  in  the  order  named. 
The  Federal  commander  had  withdrawn  his  troops  from  their  posi 
tions  west  of  the  Powhite — a  small  tributary  of  the  Chickahominy — 
and  had  concentrated  them  in  strong  positions  near  Cold  Harbor, 
and  east  of  that  creek.  The  ground  which  had  been  selected  to  re 
ceive  our  attack,  had  natural  advantages  for  defence,  and  was 
strengthened  by  artificial  works.  His  forces  were  posted  upon  an  ele 
vated  ridge,  running  nearly  parallel  to  the  Chickahominy,  his  right 
resting  near  M'Gee's  house,  and  his  left  upon  an  abrupt  bluff,  sur 
mounted  by  artillery,  and  protected  by  »  deep  ravine  and  a.  double 
line  of  breastworks  for  infantry.  This  position,  on  the'ridge,  was 
further- favored  on  his  right  by  points  still  more  elevated,  rising  in  his 
rear,  well  adapted  for  batteries,  from  which  a  destructive  fire  could 
be  maintained  against  an  advancing  line  over  the  heads  of  his  own 
infantry.  In  his  front  was  a  wood  of  deep  and  tangled  undergrowth, 
through  which  a  sluggish  stream  passed,  converting  into, swamp  or 
marsh  the  adjacent  soil.  This  natural  obstruction  was  further  in 
creased  by  felled  timber,  designed  to  retard  the  advance  of  our  troops, 
and  to  keep  them  as  long  as  possible  exposed  to  fire.  In  advancing  to 
the  attack,  General  D.  H  Hill  had  to  cross  this  swamp,  densely  cov 
ered  with  tangled  undergrowth  and  young  timber.  This  caused  some 
confusion,  and  a  separation  of  regimenrs.  On  the  further  edge  of  the 
swamp  Jie  encountered  the  enemy.  The  conflict  was  fierce  and  bloody. 
The  Federals  fell  back  from  the  wood,  under  the  protection  of  a  fence, 
ditch  and  hill.  Separated  now  from  them  by  an  open  field,  some  four 
hundred  yards  wide,  he  promptly  determined  to  press  forward.  Be 
fore  doing  so,  however,  it  was  necessary  to  capture  a  battery  on  his 
left,  which  could  enfilade  his  line  on  its  advance.  To  effect  this,  he 
sent  two  regiments  of  Elzey's  brigade,  which  ha'd  become  separated 
from 'their  command,  to  go  in  rear  of  the  battery,  and  ordered  Colo 
nel  Iverson,  with  the  twentieth  North  Carolina,  and  the  first  and 
third  North  Carolina  regiments  to  make  the  attack  in  front.  The  or 
der  was  promptly  and  gallantly  obeyed  and  carried  into  execution  by 
Colonel  IversDn,  witlr  the"  twentieth  North  Carolina.  He  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  advance.  The  battery  was  captured  with  severe  loss,, 
and.  held  for  a  short  time,,  sufficiently  long,  however,  to  enable  the  di 
vision  to  move  on  free  from  its  terrible  fire,  when  it  was  retaken  by 
the 'enemy.  Again  pressing  forward,  the  Federals  again  fell  back, 
but  only  to  select  a  position  for  a  more  obstinate  defence,  when,  at 
dark,  under  the  pressure  of  our  batteries,  which  had  then  begun  to 
play  with  marked  effect  upon  the  left,  of  the-  other  concurring  events- 
of  the  field,  and  of  the  bold  and  dashing  charge  of  General  Hill's  in 
fantry,  in  which  the  troops  of  General  C.  S.  Winder  joined,  the  en 
emy  yielded  the  field  and  fled  in  disorder. 

In  the  meantime,  General  Ewell,  on  General  D.  H.  Hill's  right,  Jiad 
moved  the  fourth  brigade,  General  Elzey,  to  the  left  of.the  road,  pass 
ing  from  Gai-nes'  house  to  M'Gee's,  and  a  portion  of  the  seventh, 
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General  Trimble,  ant  the  eighth  brigade,  into  the  wood  on  the  right 
of  that  road.  Having  .crossed  the  swamp,  and  commenced  the  ascent 
of  the  hill,  his  division  became  warmly  engaged  with  the  enemy.  For 
two  hours,  assailed  in  front  and  flank  by  superior  numbers,  without 
reinforcements, -Colonel  Seymour4,  then  commanding,  haying  fallen, 
the  eighth  brigade  was  drawn  from- the  fiejd,  but  the  line  was  stiil 
held  by  a  portion  of  General  Trimble's.  The  fifth  Texas  an-d  a  part 
of  the .  Hampton  legion  now  came  to  his  support  and  rendered  im 
portant  service  in  holding  the  enemy  in  check  until  the  arrival  of 
General  Lawton,  of  Jackson's  division,  enabled  him  to  assume  the  of 
fensive;  Lawton,  after  aiding  in  clearing  the  front,  wheeled  a  part 
of  his  brigade  to  the  right,  attacked  the  enemy  in  flank,  and  opened 
the  way  for  the  remainder  of  Trimble's  brigade,  which  advanced  to 
the  field  beyond  the  woods.  General  EwclPs  troops  having  now  ex 
hausted  their  own  ammunition,  and  in  many  cases  such  as  they  could 
gather  from  the  dead  and  wounded,  and  having  been  engaged  for 
more  than  four  hours,  "the  most  of  them  withdrew  from  the  field  about 
dusk. 

The  four  brigades  of  Jackson's  division  djd  not  act  together  during 
the  engagement,  but  were  called  to  separate  fields  of  service.  In  pursu 
ance  of  the  order  to  charge  the  enemy's  front,  the  first  Virginia  brig 
ade,  commanded  by  General  C.  S.  Winder,  moved  forward  through  the 
swamp,  and,  upon  emerging  into  the  open  field,  its  ranks,  broken  by 
the  obstacles  encountered,  were  reformed.  Meeting  at  that  point  with 
the  Hampton  legion,  -first  Maryland,  and  twelfth  Alabama,  fifty-second 
Virginia,  and  thirty-eighth  Georgia,  they  were  formed  upon  his  line. 
Thus  formed,  they  moved  forward  under  the  lead  of  that  gallant  offi 
cer,  whose  conduct  here  was  marked  by  the  "coolness  and  courage 
which  distinguished  him  on  the  battle-fields  of  the  Valley.  The  enemy 
met  this  advance  with  spirit  and  firmness.  "  His  well-directed  artillery 
and  heavy 'musketry,  played  with  destructive  effect  upon  our  adv.mc*- 
ing  line.  Nothing  daunted  by  the  fall  of  officers  and  men  thinning 
their  ranks  at  every  step,  these  brave  men  moved  steadily  forward, 
driving  the  enemy  from  point  to  point,  until  he  was  finally  driven  from 
Iiis  last  position,  some  three  hundred  yards  beyond  McGee's  house, 
when  night  prevented  further  pursuit. 

In  the  charge  near  McGee'e  house,  Colonel  Allen,  of  the  second 
Virginia  infantry,  fell,  at  the  "head  of  his  regiment. 

Five  gans,  numerou's  small  arms,  and  many  prisoners,  were  among 
the  fruits  of  this  rapid  and  resistless  advance. 

General  Reynolds,  and  an  officer  of  his  staff,  who  lingered  on 'this 
side  of  the  river,  after  the  Federal  troops  had  crossed  over,-  wero 
among  the  number  of  prisoners.  The  second  brigade,,  by  request  of 
General  Wilcox,  was  removed  to  a  point  of  woods  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  river.  When  it  reached  there,  the  enemy  had  already  been 
repulsed  at  that  point  by  a  flank  movement  of  Brigadier  General  It. 
H.  Anderson.  The  third  brigade  was  sent  to  support  General 
Whiting's  attack  upon  the  enemy's  left,  but  reached  there  only  -ii< 
time  to  witness  the  evidence  of  a  bloody  triumph,  and  the  guns  of  the 
tnemy  in  possession  of  the  gallant  Texas  brigade.  .Colonel  S.  V, 
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Fulkerson,  commanding  the  brigade,  fell,  mortally  wounded,  shortly 
after  his  arrival  on  the  spot.  General  Lawton,  of  the  fourth  brigade., 
after  rendering  timely  and  important  support,  before  described,  to 
General  Ewell's  command?  pressed  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  driving  the 
enemy  before  him,  aiid  co-operating  in  that  general  charge,  late  in., 
the  evening,  that  closed  the  labors  of  the  day.  On  my  extreme  right, 
General* Whiting  advanced  Jiis  division  through  the  same  dense  forest 
and  swamp,  emerging  from  the  w#od  into  the  field  near  the  public 
road,  and  at  the  head  of  the  deep  ravine  which  covered  the  enemy's 
left.  Advancing  thence,  through  a  number  of  retreating  and  disor 
dered  regiments,  be  came  within  range  of  the  enemy's  fire,  who,  con 
cealed  in  an  open  wood,  and  protected  by  breastworks,  poured  a 
destructive  fire,  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  into  his  advancing  line,  under 
which  raan»y  brave  officers  arM  men  fell.  Dashing  on  with  unfal 
tering  step,  in  the  face  of  those  murderous  discharges  of  canister  and 
musketry,  General  Hood  and  Colonel  Law,  at  the  heads  of  their  re 
spective  brigades,  rushed  to  the  charge  with  a  yell.  Moving  down  a 
precipitous  ravine,  leaping  ditch  and  stream,  clambering  up  a  difficult 
ascent,  and  exposed  to  an  incessant  and  deadly  fire  from  the  entrench 
ments,  ttiese  brave  and  determined  men  pressed  forward,  driving  the 
enemy  from  his  \vell  "selected  and  fortified  position. 

In  this  charge,  in  which  upwards  of  a  thousand  men  fell,  killed  and 
wounded*  befo're  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  in  which  fourteen  pieces 
of  artillery  and  nearlj^a  regiment  were  captured,  the  fourth  Texas, 
under  the  lead  of  General  Hood,  was  the  first  to  pierce  these  strong 
holds  and  seize  the  guns.  Although  swept  from  their  defences  by 
this  rapid  and  almost  matchless  display  of  daring  and  desperate  valor, 
the  well  disciplined  Federals  continued,  ia  retreat,  to  fight  with  stub 
born  resistance.  Apprehensive,  from  their  superior  numbers  and 
sullen  obstinacy,  that  the  enemy  might  Again  raljy,  General  Whiting 
called  upon  General  Longstreet  for  reinforcements.  He  promptly 
sent  forward  General  11.  H.  Anderson's  brigade,  which  came  in  gallant 
style  to  his  support,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  to  the  lower  part  of 
the 'plateau. 

The  shouts  of  triumph  which  rose  from  our  brave  men  as  they,- 
unaided  by  artillery,  had  stormed  this  citadel  of  their  strength,  were 
promptly  carried  from  line  to  line,  and  the  triumphant  issue  of  this 
assault,  with  the  well  directed  fire  of  the  batteries,  and  'successful 
charges  of  Hill  and  Winder  upon  the  enemy's  right,  determined  the 
fortunes  of  the  day.  The  Federals,  routed  at  every  point,  and  aided 
by  the  darkness  of  the  night,  escaped  across  the  Chickahominy. 

During  the  earlier  part  of  the  action  the  artillery  could  not- be 
effectively  used.  At  an  advanced  stage  of  it,  Major  Pelharn,  of 
Stuart's  horse  artillery,  boldly  dashed  forward  and  opened  on  the 
Federal  batteries  posted  on  the  left  of  our  infantry.  Reinforce^  by 
the  guns  of  Brockenbrough,  Carrington  and  Courtnay,  of  my  com 
mand,  our  artillery  now  numbered  about  thirty  pieces.  Their  fire 
was  wftl  directed  and  effective,  and  contributed  to  the  successful  issue 
of  the  engagement. 

On  the  following  day,  28th,  General  Ewell,  preceded  by  &  cavalry 
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force,  advanced  down  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahorniny  to  Dispatch 
Station,  and  destroyed  a  portion  of  the  railroad  track. 

On  the*29th,  he  moved  his  division  to  the  vicinity  of  Bottom's 
Bridge,  to  prevent  the  enemy  crossing  at  that  point;  but,  on  i.be  fol 
lowing  day,  was  ordered  to  return  t*o  co-operate  .with  the  movements 
of  the  corps.- 

The  23th  and  29th  were  occupied  in  disposing  of  the  d§ad  and 
wounded,  and  repairing  Grape  Vine  bridge,  over  the  Chickahominy, 
which  McClellan's  forces  had  used  in' their  retreat,  and  destroyed  in 
their  rear.  During  the  night  of  the  29th  we  commenced  crossing  the 
Chickahominy,  and,  on  the  following  day,  arrived  at  Savage  Station,  on 
the  lUchmo.iid  and  York  River  railroad,  where  a  summer  hospital,  re 
markable  for  the  extent  and  convenience  of  its  accommodations,  fell 
into  our  possession.  .In  it  were  about*tw.enty-five  hundred  sick  and 
wounded,  besides  some  five  hundred  persons  having  charge  of  the 
patients.  Many  other  evidences  of  the  hurried  and  disordered  flight 
of  the  enemy  were  now  visible  ;  blankets,  clothing  and  other  supplies, 
had  been  recklessly  abandoned.  General  D.  H.  Hill,  who  had  the 
advance,,  gathered  up,  probably,  a. thousand  stragglers,  and  so  many 
small  arms  that  it  became  necessary  to  detach  two  regiments  to  take 
charge  of  them,  and  to  see  to  the  security  of  the  prisoners. 

About  noon  we  reached  White  Oak  Swamp,  an<i  here  the  enemy 
made  a  determined  effort  to  retard  our  advance,*and  thereby*to  pre 
vent  an  immediate  juction  between  General  Lthgstrcet  arid  -niyself. 
We  found  the  bridge*  destroyed,  and  the  ordinary  place  of  crossing 
commanded  by  their  batteries  on  the  opposite  side,  and  rll  approach 
to  it  barred  by  detachments  of  sharpshooters  concealed  in  a  dense 
wood  clos'e  by.  A  battery  of  twenty-eight  guns  from  Hill's  and 
Whiting's  artillery  was  placed  by  Colonel  S.  Crutchfield,  in  a  favora- 
'ble  position  for  driving  off. or' silencing  the.  opposing  artillery. 

About  two,  I\  M.,  it  "opened  suddenly  upon  the  enemy.  He  fired 
a  few  shots  in  reply  and  then  withdrew  from  that  position,  abandoning 
part  of  bis  artillery.  Captain  Wooding  was  immediately  ordered  near 
the  bridge  to  shell  the  sharpshooters  from  the  woods,  which  was  Ac 
complished,  and  Munford's  cavalry  crossed  the  creek,  but  was  soon 
compelled  to  retire.  It  was  soon  seen  that  the  enemy  occupied  such 
a  position  beyond  a  thick  intervening  wood  on  the  right  of  the  roatl, 
as  enabled  him. to  command  the  crossing.  Captain  Wooding's  battery 
was  consequently  recalled,  and  our  batteries  turned  in  the  new  direc 
tion.  The  fire  so  opened  on  both  sides,  was  kept  up  until  dark.  Wt- 
bivouacked  that  night  near  the  swamp, 

A  heavy  connonading  in  front  announced  the  engagement  of  Gen 
eral  Longstreet  at  Frazier's  farm,  and  made  me  eager  to  press  forward  ; 
but  the  marshy  character  of  the  soil,  the  destruction  of  liie  bridge 
overjhc  marsh  and  creek,  and  the  strong  position  of  the  enemy  for 
defending  the  passage,  prevented  my  advancing  until  the  following 
morning.  During  the  night  the  Federals  reti/cd,  the  bridge  was 
rapidly  repaired  by  Whiting's  division,  which  soon  after  crosse4  over 
and  continued  the  pursuit,  in  which  it  wj.,s  followed  by  the  remainder- 
of  my  corps.  At  White. Oak,  we  captured  a  portion  of  the  enemy's 
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and  fifty  sick  and  wounded,  'which  fell  into  our  hands., 

Upon  reaching  Frazier's-  farm,  I  found  General*  Longstreet's  ad 
vance  near -tho  road.  The  commanding  General  soon  after  arrived, 
and,  in  pursuance  of  his  instructions, -I  continued  to  press  forward.  The 
head  of  toy  advancipg  column  was  soon  fired  upon  by  the  enemy,  who, 
nevertheless,  continued  to  fall  back  until  he  reached  Malvern  Hill, 
which  strong  position  he  held  in  force.  General  Whiting  was  directed 
to  move  to  the  left  and  take  position  on  "the  Poindexter  farm,  General 
D.  H.  Hill  to  take  position  further  to  the  right,  Taylor's  brigade,  of 
General  Swell's  division,  to  move  forward  between  the  divisions  of 
Hill  and  Whiting,  the  remainder  of  Swell's  division  to  remain  fn  rear 
of  the  first  line.  Jackson's  division  was  halted  near  Willis'  church, 
in  the  wood  and  held  in  reserve. 

General  D.  II.  Hill' pursued  the  route  indicated,  crossing  an  open 
field  and  creek.  His  troops  were  then  brought  in  full  range  of  the 
enemy's  artillery  and  suffered  severely.  Brigadier  General  Anderson 
was  wounded  and  carried  from  the  field.  The  division  was  halted 
under  the  cover  of  a  wood,* which  Afforded  an  opportunity  for  a  more 
particular  examination  of  the  ground  in  front.  The  enemy,  in  large 
force,  wTere  found  strongly  posted  on,  a  commanding  hill,  all  the  ap 
proaches  to  which,  in  the  direction  of  my  position,  could  be  swept  by 
his  artillery,  and  were  guarded  by  infantry.  The  nearest  batteries 
could  only  be  approached  by  traversing  an  open  space  of  three  or  four 
hundred  yards,  .exposed  to  the  mur  k-rous  lire  of  artillery  and  infantry. 
The  commanding  -General  had  issued  an  order  that,  at  a  given  signal, 
there  should  be  a  general  advance  of  the  whole  line.  Genera!  D.  H.* 
Hill,  hearing  what  he  believed  to  'bo  the  signal,  with  great  gallantry 
pressed  forward  and  engaged  the  enemy.  Mot  supported  by  a  general 
advance,  as  he  had  anticipated,  he  s;.on  saw  it.  was  impossible,  with 
out  support,  to  sustain  himself  long  against  such  overwhelming  num 
bers.  He  accordingly  sent  to  me  for  reinforcements.  I  ordered ^that 
portion  of  General  Swell's  division  held  in  reserve,  and  Jackson's 
division,' to  his  relief;  but,  from  the  darkness  of  the  night  anjj  the  ob 
structions  caused  by  the  swamp  and  undergrowth  through  which Jhey 
had  to  inarch,  none  reached  him  in  time  to  afford  him  the  desired  sup 
port.  . 

General  Hill,  after  suffering  a  heavy  loss,  and  inflicting  a  severe 
one  upon  the  enemy,  withdrew  from  the  open  fi.dd.  In  the  meantime 
the  reinforcements  ordered,  after  struggling  with  the  difficulties  of 


his  division,  as  directed,  to  a  field  on  the  Poindexter  farm. 

Batteries  were  ordered  up.  The  position  of 'the  enemy,  as  already 
shown,  naturally  commanding,  was  materially  strengthened  by  the 
judicious  distribution  of  his  artillery.  The  first  battery  placed  m 
posUion,  finding  itself  exposed  to  the  superior  cross-fire  of  the  ene 
my,  was  compelled  to  retire,  with  loss.  Balthis's,  Poague's  and  Car 
penter's  batteries  hejd  their  positions  and  fought  well.  The  position 
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occupied  by  the  artillery  rendering  infantry  support  necessary. 
Whiting  formed  his  liae  accordingly,  and  supported  by  Trimble's 
brigade  on  his  left,  and  by  the  third  brigade  of  Jackson's  division,  as 
a  reserve,  was  directed  to  remain  there  until  further  orders.  .  Some 
of  these  batteries  were  well  served,  and  effectually  drove  back,  at  one 
time,  an  advance  of  the  enemy  upon  my  centre.  Toward  night 
Whiting  received  orders  to  send  General  Trimble's  brigade  J;o  the 
snpport  of  General  D.  H.  Hill, , on  the  right,  which  ordeV  was 
promptly  executed;  but  the  tfrigado  did  not  reach  its  destination.until 
after  Hill  had  withdrawn  his  division  to  the  woods.  Our  troops  slept 
in  front  of  the  Federal  army  during  the  night,  expecting  a  renewal  of 
the  action.  But-,  earlythe  aext  morning,  the  enemy  had  withdrawn 
from  the  field,  abandoning  his  dead  and  leaving  behind  some  artillery 
and  a  number  of  small  arms. 

I  herewith  forward  to  you  official  reports  of  the  casualties  of  thi* 
corps,  from  which  it  will  be  seen,  as  |ar  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascer 
tain,  that,  in  the  battle  of  Cold, Harbor,  on  the  27th  of  June,  there 
were  five  hundred  and  eighty-nine  killed,  two  thousand  six  hundred 
and  seventy-one  wounded,  and  twenty-four  missing  ;  and'  at  the  en 
gagement  at  Malvern  Hill,  on  the  4th  of  July,  three  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  killed,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-six 
wounded,  and  thirty-nine  missing.  I  regret  that  I  have  not  before 
me  the  data  by  which  to  ascertain  with  absolute  precision  the  losses 
sustained  respectively  at  Cold  Harbor  and  Malvern  Hill,  or  of  dis 
tinguishing,  throughout  the  entire  corps,  the  number  of  officers  killed 
and  wounded  from  the  enlisted  men.  But  Brigadier  Generals  Gar 
land  and  Anderson,  both  since  killed,  having  omitted  in  their  reports 
to  state  the  separate  losses  of  their  brigades  in  these  two  actions,  and 
Brigadier  Generals  Rodes,  Colquitt  and  Ripley  ha-ving  omitted  to 
classify  their  losses  as  between  <  fficers  and  men,  I  have,  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  the  two  first  named  brigades,  apportioned  the  aggregate  of 
the  reported  losses  between  Cold  Harbor  and  Malvern  Hill,  according 
to  a  probable  estimate  of  the  fact,  and  omitted  any  statements  of  the 
loss  of  officers  as  distinguished  from  men  in  that  division.  In  the 
thrcte  remaining  divisions — EwelPs,  Whiting's  and  Jackson's — the 
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returns  show  a  loss  at  Cold  Harbor  of  thirty  officers  killed  and  ninety- 
nine  wounded  ;  of  enlisted  men,  three  hundred  and  five  killed,  and 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty  wounded;  and  at  Malvern 
Hill,  three  officers  killed  and  nineteen  wounded.  The  principal  loss 
sustained  by  my  command  at  Malvern  Hill,  fell  upon  the  division  of 
Major  General  D.  H.  Hill. 

On  the  2nd  of  July,  by  order  of  the  commanding  General,  my 
corps  (with  the  exception  of  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill's  division, 
which  remained  near  Malvern  Hill)  was  moved  in  the  direction  of 
Harrison's  landing,  to  which  point  the  Federals  had  retreated,  under 
the  shelter  of  their  gunboats  in  the  James  river.  On  the  morning 
of  the  3rd,  my  command  arrived  near  the  landing  and  drove  in  the 
enemy's  skirmishers,  and  continued  in  front  of  the  enemy  until  the 
8th,  when  I  was  directed  to  withdraw  my  troops  and  march  to  tho 
vicinity  of  Richmond. 
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Tor  farther  information  respecting  the  engagements  and  officers 
who  were  distinguished  in  them,  I  respectfully  call  attention  to  the 
accompanying  reports  of  division  and  other  commanders.  The  con 
duct  of  officers  and  men  was  worthy  of  the  great  cause  for  which 
they  were  contending. 

The  wounded  received  the  special  attention  of  my  msdical  director, 
Dr.  Hunter  McGuire. 

For  the  efficiency  with  which4he  members  of  my  staif  discharged 
their  duties,  I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  Colonel  L.  Crutchfield, 
chief  of  artillery,;  Colonel  A.  Smead,  inspector  general  ;•  Major  R. 
L.  Dabney.  assistant  adjutant  general  ;  Captain  A.  €5.  Pendleton, 
assistant  adjutant  general  ;  Captain  J.  R.  Boswell,  chief  engineer ;' 
Lieutena'nt  H.  K.  Douglass,  assistant  inspector  general. 

Colonel  A.  R.  Boteler  and  Colonel  William  L.  Jackson,  volunteer 
aids,  and  Major  Jasper  L.  Whiting,  assistant  adjutant  general,  who 
was  temporarily  on  my  staff,  rendered  valuable  services. 

The  ordnance  department  received  the  special*  attention  of  Major 
G.  II.  Brier.  The  quartermaster  and  commissary  departments  were 
well  managed  by  their  respective  chiefs.  Major  J.  A  Harman  and 
Major  W.  J.  Hawks. 

Undying  gratitude,  is  due  to  God  for  this   great  victory — by  which 
despondency  increased  in  the  North,  hope   brightened  in   the  South, 
and  the  capital  of  Virginia  and  of  the  Confederacy  was  a^ed. 
I  am.  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Lieutenant   General. 
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GENERAL   EWELL'S    REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS  AROUND 

RICHMOND. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  I^AR  SOMERSET,  VA.,  ) 

August  4,  1862.       J 

Captain  A.  S.  PENDLETON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Valley  District : 

CAPTAIN  :  f  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
movement  of  my  division  in  th'e  recent  operations  before  Richmond: 

The  march  from  Ashland,  and  the  movements  preliminary  to  the 
fight  at  Games'  Mill  were  all  made. under  the  immediate  direction. of 
the  Major  General  commanding.  I  need  only  mention  that  in  the 
ekirnaish  at  Hundley  corner,  Thursday  evening,  the  first  Maryland 
and  thirteenth  Virginia,  arid  in  that  on  the  ne:?;t  day,  the  thirteenth 
Virginia  and  sixth  Louisiana,  were  the.  regiments  engaged. 

On  -Friday,  having  .formed  bne  along  the  edge  of  a  wood,  I  was 
ordered  to  throw  skirmishers  across  a  field  on  my  n<rlit,  into  a  wood, 
some  four  hundred  yards  distant,  i.)  •.  u  eiiouiy  were  under 

stood  to  be  posted,  and  to  follow  th  main  body.  The 

ekirn •i*hera(j>a?sed  through  the  w«v  it  becoming  engaged;  but 

ision  reached  it,  turn  more  to  the  left, 

as  heavy  firing  was  heard  in  that  dirfefetiba.  Before  arriving  at  the 
field  of  battle,  I  was  met  by  Colonel  ^Taylor,  of  'General  Lee's  staff, 
sent  to  bring  up  reinforcement?,  and -received  directions  for  the  march 
of  my  division..  'On  nearing  the  battle  ground,  I  ordered  the  f  on  nil 
brigade,  General  Elzey,  into  the  woods,  on  the  left  of  the  road,  pass 
ing  from  Games'  house  to  McGees'.  ar.d  as  my  other  two  brigade* 
were  not  up  yet,  I  took  advantage  of  the  interval  to  report  to  Geaeral 
Lof|  who  ordered  roe  to  hurry  up  iny  division  as  rr.p-djy  »s  possible, 
indicating  where  it  was  to  take  part  in  action.  I  aceotdn^ly  ordered 
.the  seventh'  briga  '  /al  Trimble,  and  the  eighth  brigade,  Colonel 

Seymour,  in  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road,  an*d,  by  General 
Lee's  directions,  sent  back  Captain  G.  0.  Brown,  A.  A  G.,  to  bring 
up  the  .divisions  of  Generals  Jackson  and  Whiting,  and  Lawton's 
brigade.  Having  crossed  the  branch,  and  commenced  the  ascent  of 
the  hill,  ray  division  soon  became  w. -irmly  engaged  with  the  enemy. 
The  density  of  the  woods  and  the  nature  of  the  ground  were  such  as 
to  prevent  any  exteudo-l  \  i-  •.»',  and  this  fact,  together  with  the  im 
portance  of  holding  .the  position  occupied  by  the  Louisiana  brigade 
and  tha\  port  "I'riuible'a  which  was  on  my  left,  now  severely 

pressed  by  the  enemy,  mule  it  necessary  to  confine  my  exertions 
mainly  to  that  locality.  These  troops  were  attacked  in  front  an  I 
flank  by  superior  numbers,  and  were  for  hours'  without  reinforcements. 
The  Louisiana  brigade  having  sustained  a  very  severe  loss  in  field 
officers,  besides  suffering  in  rank  and  file,  was  driven  off  the  field,  but 
the  line  was  held  by  part  of  Trimble's  brigade,  .consisting  of  a  portion 
of  the  fifteenth  Alabama  regiment,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Trentler. 
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Colonel  Cantey,  with  the  balance,  having  accidentally  become  sep 
arated  from  the  regiment,  an  I  the  twenty- first  .Georgia  regiment-, 
under  Major  Hooper.  I  cannot  Bpeak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of 
these  troops,  which  were  immediately  under  my  observation.  They 
were  opposed  to  constantly  .renewed  forces  of  the  enemy,  and  held 
their  ground  against  vastly  superior  numbers,  advantageously  posted, 
after  the  troops  immediately  to  their  right  had  fallen  back,  gaining 
ground  slowly  against  large  odds.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Trentler,  of 
the  fifteenth  Alabama,  displayed  the  most  indomitable  bravery,  en- 
couragrng  and  keeping  bis  rnen  in  place,  when,  in  many  instances, 
their  ammunition  was  exhausted,  and  their  pieces  had  become  too  hot 
to  load,  and  at  a  time  when  there  were  no^  troops  in  supporting  dis 
tance,  and  the  abandonment  of  his  position  might  have  been  attended 
with,  disastrous  results.  I  was  also  particularly  struck  by  the  gal 
lantry  qf  private  Frank  CharnpierJ  company  F,  fifteenth  Alabama, 
who,  on  horseback,  was  very  conspicuous  in  rallying  and  encouraging 
the  troops — those  he  was  ordering' taking  him  for  an  officer  of  rank. 
Amogst  the  many  officers  who'  attracted  attention  by  their  gallant 
.bearing,.  I  would  enumerate  Major  Lawthen  ;  Captain  Tragan,  of 
company  B;  Second  Lieutenant  Bruer, •  conipatfy  G ;  Brevet  Second 
Lieutenant  Eethune,  company  K  ;  first  Alabama  regiment.  General 
Trimble  also  furnishes  the  names  of  the  following  officers  as  having 
shown  conspicuous  bravery.  Major  T.  W.  Hooper,  wounded ;  Cap 
tain  J.-B.  Akridge,  company  K ;  Captain  James  C.  Nisbet,  company 
•II;  Fiixt  Lieutenant  W.  J,  Warren,  company  f;  First  Lieutenant  M. 
T.  Giistleberry,  company  C;  Second  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Patrick,  cor/i- 
pany  K,  treaty-first  G-eorgia  regiment ;  and  Captains  P.  V.  Guery, 
company  C,  fifteenth  Alabama ;  and  James  W.  Brown,  company  A, 
sixteenth  Mississippi,  who  were  shot  dead  while  leading  their  corn- 
pan  ks  in  a  charge.  During  the  late  campaign  in  the  Valley,  Captain 
Brown's  company  was  detached  as  scouts,  and  he  rendered  very 
effective  service -in  this  capacity,  giving  much  valuable  information, 
and  proving  himself  a  most  capable  and  brave  officer. 

Captain  Cantey,  fifteenth  Alabama  regimep.%  accidentally  separated 
from  his  regiment  in  the  confusion,  succeeded,  with  the  assistance  of 
Captain  G.  0.  Brown,  A.  A.  G.,  just  returned  from  carrying  orders, 
in  rallying  sj  number  of  fugitives,  whom  he  lead  again  into^  action. 
The  fifth  Texas- regiment,  of  Hood's  brigade,  and  a  portion  of  the 
Hamptan  legion,  first  came  to  my  assistance,  and  rendered  valuable  ser 
vice  in  keeping  back  the  enemy  until  the  arrival  of  General  Lavvto.n 
enabled  our  forces  to  take  the  initiative.  General  Lawton,  after  as 
sisting  ia  clearing  the  front,  wheeled  part  .of  his  brigade  to  the  right, 
attacking  the  enemy  in  ftank,  thus  opening  the  Y, ay  to  the  remainder 
of  General  Trimble's  brigade,  which  was  on  niy  right,  and  which  ad 
vanced  to  the  field  beyond  the  woods.  The  small  bodyjof  troops  with 
me  had  held  their  ground  for  two  hours  or  more,  alone,  when  the  re 
inforcements  already  mentioned,  came  up,  and  they,  having  exhausted 
all  their  own  ammunition,  and  in  many  cases  that  of  the  dead  and 
wounded,  and  having  been  closely  engaged  for  more  than  four  hours, 
the  most  of  them  were  withdrawn  from  the  field  about  dubk.  I  re- 
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mained  on  the  field  myself,  until  after  dark,  in  order  that  the  troops 
which  came  up  later  in  the  day  might  profit  by  what  I  had  learned  of 
the  ground,  and  the- position  of  the  enemy.  I  found  the  thirteenth 
Georgia  regiment,  Colonel  Douglas,  temporarily  separated  from*  the 
rest  of  Lawton's  brigade  on  its  left,  but  instead  of  waiting  for  orders, 
gallantly  a'nd  successfully  advanced  against* the -enemy,  though  he 
was  strongly  posted,  until  assurances  that  those  in  front  were  frie-iids, 
caused  doubts  in  the  minds  of  the  men,  and  made  it  advisable  to  halt 
there  under  cover  until  the  movements  of  the  fifth  Texas  and  the  bal 
ance  of  Lawton's  brigade  was  certain  to  dislodge  the  enemy.  ' 

On  Saturday,  under  orders  from  General  Jackson,  I  advanced,  pre- 
ceeded  by  a  cavalry  force,  jiown  the  north  bank  of  the  Chickahominy, 
to  Dispatch  Station,-  and  destroyed  a  portion  of  the  railroad  track. 
The  station  and  stores  had  unfortunately  been  burnt  by  the  cavalry 
advance  guard  before  my  arrival.' 

About  noon,  on  Sunday,  I  was  ordered  to  prevent  the  enenty  from 
crossing  Bottom's  Bridge,  arid  took  position  accordingly,  until  six,  P. 
jM.,  when  I  received  orders  to  return  to  Grapevine  Bridge,  and  fol 
low  General  Jackson's  division. 

«  Tuesday  morning,  6*n  the  march,  I  was  joined  by  General  Early, 
(ordered  to  my  division,)  who  took  command  of  the  fourth  brigade, 
General  Elzey  having  been  dangerously  wounded  at  Coll  Harbor. 
At  this  time*  General  Early  was  so  disabled  from  the  effects  of  a 
wound  received  at  WiMiamsburg,  as  to  be  unable  to  mount  hie  horse 
without  assistance. 

At  Malvern  Hill,  my  division  was  \n  reserve.  General  Trimble 
being  posted  in  rear  of  General  Whiting's  left;  Colonel  Stafford,  with 
the  Lo.uisia.na  brigade,  on  the  right  of  General  Whiting's  line,  and 
General  Early  in  rear  of  Colonel  Stafford.  About  dark,  General 
Early  was  ordered  to  the  right  to  support  General  D.  H.  Hill,  arid 
was  exposed  on  his  march,  and  on  his  arrival,  to  a  heavy  artillery 
fire.  When  morning  came  h-is  troops  were  the  only  ones  on  that  part 
of  the  field.  Colonel  Stafford's  brigade- was  detached  from  my  com 
mand,  and  consequently  I  can  give  no  account  of  his  movements.  I 
refer  you  to  his  report,  herewith  forwarded. 

At  Westover,  on  Friday  following,  my  division  was  placed  in  front, 
and  advanced  until  our  skirmisners  became  engaged  with^those  of  the 
enemy,  when  we  were  ordered  to  halt. 

I  enclose  the  reports  of  Generals  Early  and  Trimble,  -Colonel 
Walker  and  Colonel  Stafford.  General  Trimble  furnishes  the  diagram. 
On  a  comparison  of  his  report  with  mine,  some  discrepancies  "will  be 
observed,  which  can  in  part  be  accounted  for  by  the  lapso  of  time, 
and  the  confusion  of  describing  movements  over  ground  not  examined 
by  us  together.  The  report  of  Colonel  Bradley  T.  Johnson,  com 
manding  Maryland  line,  is  also  appended,  as  are  detailed  lists  of  the 
killed  and  wounded,  showing  an  aggregate  loss  of  nine  hundred  and 
eighty-seven.' 

My  staff  at  Games'  Mill  or  Cold  Harbor,  consisted  of  Lieueten- 
ant  Colonel  J.  M.  Jones,  Adjutant  General's  Department ;  Acting  In 
spector  General,  Major  James  Harbour,  and  Captain  G.  C.  Brown, 
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A.  A.  -General's  Department,  and  Lieutenant  Hugh  M.  Nelson,  A. 
D.  C.,  who  was  slightly  wounded.  At  Malvern  Hill,  the  same,  with 
the  addition  of  Lieutenant  T.  T.  Turner,  A.  D^  C.  Major  B.  M. 
Greene,  division  C.  S.,  was  also  with  me  on  the* field  on  both  occa 
sions. 

Respectfully, 

-R.  S.  EWELL, 

Brigadier  General. 


143 


OF  KILLED'  WOUNDED  AND  MISSING  in  the  Third 
'Division,'  Army*  Valky  District,  in  the  battles  of  Cold  Harbor, 
(Gainei  Mill,)  Jane  27th,. and  Halvern  Hill,  July  \st,<  1B6U3: 

FOURTH  BRIGADE,  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  A.  ELZEY. 
BATTLE  OF  COLD  HARBOR,   (GAINES'  MILL,)  JUNE  27'iH. 
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BATTLE  OF  MALVERN  HILL,  JULY   IST,    1SG2. 
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LIST  OF  KILLED,  WOUNDED  AND-MIDSWG  in  the  Eighth 
Brigade,  Third  Division,  Army  Valley  District,  in  the  battles  of 
Cold  Harbor,  (Gainci  Mill,)  Friday,  June  21th,  and  Malvcrn  Hill, 
My  1st,  1&62. 

EIGHTH  BRIGADE,  COL.  J.  E.  SEYMOUR,  COMMANDING 
BATTLE  OF  COLD  HARBOR. 
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BATTLE  OF  MALVERN  HILL. 
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LIST  OF  KILLED  WOUNDED  AND  MISSING  in  the  Seventh 
Brigade,  Third  Division,  Army  Valley  District,  in  the  battles  before. 
Richmond,  June  21th,  and  July  1st,  1862  : 

SEVENTH  BRIGADE,  BRIG.  GENERAL  J.  R.  TRIMBLE. 
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LIST  OF  KILLED,  WOUNDED  AND  MISSING,  Maryland  Line, 
in  the  battles  of  June  21th,  and  July  1st,  1862  : 
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CONSOLIDATED   REPORT   OF   THE    CASUALTIES  in   the 

Third  Division,  Army  Valley  District,  Major  General  R.  S,  Ewell, 
commanding,  in  the  actions  ?uar  Richmond,  June  27th  to  July  1st, 
1862; 
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Official : 

G.  CAMPBELL  BROWN, 

A.  A.   General. 


GENERAL  HUGER'S   REPORT  OF   OPERATIONS  AROUND 

RICHMOND,     -       • 


HEADQUARTERS  OF  DIVISION,      ) 
Falling  Creek,  Chester/bid  County,  July  21,  1862.  5 

General  R.  E.  LEE, 

Commanding  Army  Northern  Virginia: 

GENERAL:  I  submit,  herewith,  the  reports  o£  different  commanders 
;n  this  division,  showing  the  part  taken  by  the  troops  under  their 
command,  in  the  battles  near  Richmond,  between  the  25th  June  and 
the  1st  of  July,  1862: 

Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines,  my  division  was 
posted  in  the  advance?  opposite  that  position  of  the  enemy  from 
which  our  troops  retired  on  the  morning  of  June  2d.  '  Our  line  ex 
tended  from  the  York  River  railroad  across  the  Williamsburg  road, 
to  and'beyond  the  Charles  City  road.  Maj.  General  Longstreet,  com 
manding  right  wing,  furnished  additional  brigades  to  assist  in  per 
forming  the  arduous  picket  duty,  and  placed  all  the  troops  of  his 
command  at  my  disposal,  for  supports  in  case  of  need.  I  continually 
pushed  the  pickets  up  to  the  enemy's  works,  and  offered  them  battle 
daily,  always  shooting  or  capturing  every  individual  we  could.  *  The 
enemy  made  no  advance  upon^  us,  and  seemed  to  be  occupied  in 
Strengthening  and  enlarging  his  fortifications,  and  clearing  away  the 
woods  near  them,  until  the  18th  June,  when  he  advanced  and  drove 
in  some  of  our  pickets.  The  fifty- third  Virginia  regfment,  on  picket 
duty  that  day,  were  driven  in  on  part  of  the  line.  Colonel  Wright; 
came  to  their  assistance,  with  his  regiment,  the  third  Georgia,  and 
drove  the  enemy  back.  In  the  course  of  the  next  day  or  two,  we 
fiqgind  and  buried  twenty-nine  bodies  of  the  enemy,  who  were  killed 
in  this  skirmish,  eleven  prisoners  also  being  captured,  from  which  we 
may  suppose  their  loss  was  severe.  The  fifty-third  Virginia  had 
seven  wounded.  The  third  Georgia  had  five  killed  and  two  wounded. 
I  consider  that  the  enemy  was  severely  punished  for  their  attempt. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  June,  the  brigade  of  Brigadier  Gen 
eral  Ransom  (six  regiments  of  North  Carolina  troops)  joined  me,  by 
your  order,  anJhvere.  placed  in  rear  of  our  line,  as  a  support.  -The 
picket  line,  which  extended  through  the  woods,,  close  up  to  the  en 
emy's  works,  consisted  of  the  fourth  Georgia"  regiment,  Colonel  Doles, 
on  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  and  the  ninth  Virginia  regi 
ment,  fifth  Virginia  battalion  and  fifty- third  Virginia  regiment,  of 
General  Armistead's  brigade,,  between  the  Williamsburg  road  and  the 
railroad.  At  daylight,  the.  enemy  made  a  severe  attack  on  our  picket 
line,  which  was  reinforced  by  Generals  Armistead  and  Wright,  bring 
ing  up  their  regiments  from  our  -entrenchments,  and  "by  the  regiments 
cf  -General  Ransom's  brigade,  which  had  just  arrived,  and  were 
in 
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promptly  brought  up  by  him  as  supports.  'One  of  the  latter  regi 
ments,  the  twenty-third  North  Carolina,  Colonel  Rut-ledge,  was  pushed 
to  the  left  of  the  Wi  11  i amsburg  road,  .where  the  .enemy  had  advanced, 
;md  drove  them  back  in  gallant  style,  holding  our  original  line  of 
pickets.  General  Arm  i  stead's  troops,  pushing  back  the  enemy,  re 
sumed  our  line  of  pick'ets  from  Colonel  Rutletlge's  left  to  the  railroad. 
General  Wright  brought  forward  the  first  Louisiana  regiment  and  the 
twenty-second  Georgia  to  the  support  of  the  fourth  Georgia,  and  Jrove 
the  enemy  back,  in  doing  which,  our  loss  was  considerable,  especially 
in  the  fiist  Lodisianu  regiment,  as  showfiby  the  list  of  casualties  here 
with  appended.  Our  pickets  were  relieved  by  regiments  of  General 
Ransom's  brigade,  and  most  of  them,  composed  of  new  troops,  be 
haved  with  great  steadiness  and  coolness  in  this  their  fir?t  conflict  with 
she  enemy.  Late  in  the  evening,  we  pushed  the  enemy  on  our  right  ttf 
recover  the.  ground  lost  in  the  morning.  This  was  accomplished  by 
••urth  Georgia,  regiment,  supported  by  Colonel  Hill's  regiment,  of 
.in's  brigade,  .(forty- eighth  North  Caroling.)  Urig.  Gen.  Mahone 
had  sent  Captain  Grimes'  battery  to  ar  position  near  French's  house, 
and  it  was  well  served  against  the  enemy.  He  also  moved  a  portion 
of  his  brigade  so  as  to  protect  the  right  of  General  Wright's  line. 
The  forty-ninth  Virginia,  Colonel  William  Smith,  supported  by  the 
forty-first  Virginia*  was  so  placed  as  to  flartk  the  enemy  on  their  left 
aa  they  advanced  on  Colonel  Hill.  Their  fire  assisted  greatly  in-  re 
pulsing  the  enemy.  I  enclose  the  reports  of  Generals  Mahone  and 
Wright.  General  Armistead's  whole  force  was  engaged  on  our  left, 
and  by  evening  they  had  -fully  recovered  our  original  picket  line. 
General  Wright  )eports  the  handsome  manner  in  which  a  portion  of 
Captain  Frank  Huger's  battery  drove  off  the  pieces  the  enemy  had 
advanced  down 'the  Williamsburg  road,  and  with  which  he  kept  up  a 
lire  on  our  whole  line  until  driven  off  by  our  guns,  which  were  after 
wards  advanced  to  the  position  held  by  the  enemy,  and  fired  iutj  his 
camps.  The  brigade  of  Brigadier  General  Walker  reported  to  me  on 
the  26th,  and  was  held  in  reserve  as  a  support,  but  was  next  morning, 
by  your  instructions,  sent  elsewhere.  The  troops  wbjfh  were  in  fty 
rear  all  moved  off  during  the  night  of  the  25th  or  morning  of  tho 
26th,  to  commence  that  series  of  brillian^  actions,  whicFi  began  on 
the  enemy's  right.  My  division  .alone  remained  between  the  enemy 
and  Richmond  on  this  approach.  During  the  2Gth  and  2?th  and  28th 
of  June  we  pushed  forward  our  scouts  and  advanced  up  to  the  abattis 
around  the  enemy's  works,  but  found  them  in  forct^  and  similar  re- 
x>nnoissances,  made  by  Generals  Magruder  and  McLaws,  with  whom 
I  was  in  communication,  indicated  that  the  force  in  our  front  was  not 
reduced  by  the  operations  taking  place  on  our  left.*  On  Saturday, 
June  28th,  the  enemy  kept  quiet,  -and  we  suspected/  they  were  re 
tiring.  The  pickets  beard  wagons  moving  off  .during'  that  night.  I 
ordered  the  pickets  to  advance  and  push  scouts  up  at  daylight  Sunday 
morning  to  give  information.  Sunday,  June  29th,  no  report 
eoming  from  them,  after  sunrise,  ,1  rode  foiward  to  the  advanced 
pickets,  and  met  Colonel  Doles,  of  the  fourth  Georgia,  who  had  just 
jome  to  the  conclusion  that  the  enemy  had  left,  and  a  white  flag  was 


147 

shown  from  the  "works.  With  a  company  of  the  fourth  Georgia  regi 
ment,  I  rode  forward  with  one  aid-de-camp  (Lieutenant  Sloan)  and 
entered  the  works.  A  few  men,  who  represented  themselves  left  a^ 
hospital  attendants,  were  the  only  persons  there.  The  tents  were 
left  standing,  cut,  and  I  was  informed  a  surgeon  was  left  with*  the 
ei ck.  I  rode  on  and  found  him,  and  read  his  order  and  directed  him 
to  remain  with  the  sick,%and  he  would  not  be  considered  a  prisoner  of 
war.  By  this  time  all  the  regiments  on  picket  duty  had  marched  up 
to  the  works.  I  rod*  along  the  lines,  announced  to  them  the  enemy 
had  left,  and  we  were  ordered-to  follow  them  down  the  Charles  City 
road. 

General  Wright  had  joined*  me,  and' ho  and  the  other  briga 
diers  were  ordered  to  get  ready  to  march  at  once  and  move  over  to 
the  Charles  City  road.*  General  Mahone,  who  was  on  that  road,  wa> 
ordered  to  move  dow6  it,  General  Afmistead  to  follow  him,  General* 
Wright  and  Ransom  to  follow. 

Soon  after  Generals  Wright  and  Ransom  got  their  brigades  in  mo 
tion,  a  message  was  received  from  General  Magruder,  at  Fair  Oak 
Station,  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  on  him  in  force,  and  asking 
me  to  support  him  with  two  brigades.  Ransom's  brigade  was  at  once 
recalled  and  I  marched  with  it  back  to  the  Seven  Pines.  Wright'? 
brigade  was  ordered  back. 

The  day  was  intensely  hot,  ar:d  this  marching  and  counter-march 
ing  exhausted  the  men.  I  met  General  Magruder,  who  insisted  the 
enemy  were  advancing  in  great  force,  and  he  d" sired  my  assistance, 
asking  me  to  form  lii^e  of  battle,  left  on  railroad,  and  right  at  Seven 
Pines.  I  had  commenced  moving  the  troops  into  position,  when  1 
saw  a  line  in  my  front,  and  inquiring  what  troops  they  were,  was  in 
formed  it  was  McLaws'  division.  At  the  same-  moment  I  received  a 
despatch  from  General  Lee,  (whom  I  left  at  my  late  headquarters,) 
.  saying  it  was  very  important  I  should  proceed  at  once  down  the 
Charles  City  road,  and  if  ray  assistance  was  not  necessary  to  General 
Magruder,  to  move  on.  As  the  enemy  had  abandoned  their  work? 
and  retired,  I  could  not  conceive  their  attack  was  a  serious  one,  but 
the  demonstration  was  only  to  delay  us,  and,  &s  General  McLaws 
occupied  the. ground,  I  might  leave,  and  sent  a  message  to  General 
MagBuder,  that  under  my  orders,  I  had  decided  k-was  not. necessary 
for  me  to  stay.  I -had  halted  General  Wright  near  French's  house, 
and  I  sent  him  orders  to  resume  his  march  to  the  Charles  City- road. 
General  Rangoon  was1  sent  off  in  the  same  direction  at  once.  In  the 
meantime,  Mahone  and  Armisfcead  had  advanced  down  the  road.  In. 
the  evening,  Ransom  and  Wright'  followed.  I  reached  the  head  of  the 
column  late  in  the  afternoon,  near  Bridewell's,  (on  map,)  when  our 
flankers,  on  the  left,  were  fired  on  by  the  enemy.  We  pushed  light 
troops  into  the  woods,  and  examined. the  country.  It  appeared  the 
enemj  had  not  retired  from  the  camps  on  our  left,  and,  as  I  went  down 
the  road,  I  was  leaving  Kearney's  division  behin'd  ice.  I  was  informed 
there  was  a  road,  called  the  New  road,  running  along  the  edge  of  White 
Oak  Swamp,  and  that  Kearney's  division  was  on  the  other  side  of  tht- 
swsTnr).  A  ^OY,  Tvho  had  been  over  the  swamp  on  a  message,  and 
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prisoners  captured,  gave  me  this' information.  I  ordered  a  battery  of 
artillery,  supported  by  the  forty-fourth  Alabama  regiment,  to  protect 
the  junction  of  the  New  road  with  the  Charles  City  road,  and  directed 
Brigadier  General  Wright  to  proceed  at  daylight,  June  30th,  down 
the  New  road,  to  find  the  enemy,  and  grfard  our  left  flank,  and  the 
main  body  to  proceed  down  the  Charles  €ity  road.  The  troops 
bivouacked  in  their  position,  while  it  was  dark,  and  resumed  the 
march  at  daylight.  Mahone  advanced  cautiously,  captured  many 
prisoners,  and  killed  some  cavalry  scouts,  one  bearing  an  order  to 
Kearney  to  retire,  and  keep  a  strong  battery  of  artillery  with  his  rear 
guard.  After  passing  Fisher's  house,  (map,)  we  found  the  road  ob 
structed  by  trees  felled  all  across  it.  General  Mahone  found  it  best 
to  cut  'a  roa/d  around  the  obstructions.  For  such  work  we  were 
deficient  in  tools.  The  column  was  delayed,  while  the  work  was 
going  on,  and  it  was  evening  before  we  got  through,  and  drove  off  the 
workmen,  who  were  still  cutting  down  other  trees.  As  we  advanced 
through  the  woods,  and  came  to  an  open  field,  on  high  ground,  (P. 
Williams,  on  map,)  a  powerful  battery  of  rifled  guns  opened  OQ  us. 
General  Mahone  disposed  his  troops,  and  advanced  a  battery  of  ar~ 
tillery,  (Moorman's,)  and  a  sharp  artillery  fire  was  kept  up  for  some 
time.  The  enemy's  fire  was  very  severe,  and  we  had  many  men 
killed  and  wounded.  (List  of -casualties  sent  herewith.)  1  went  to 
the  front  and  examined  the  position.  I  withdrew  most  of  our  guns, 
and  only  kept  up  a  moderate  fire.  On  our  left  the  White  Oak 
Swamp  approached -very  near;  the  right  appeared  to  be  good  ground; 
and  I  determined  to  turn  the  battery  by  moving  a  column  of  infantry 
to  my  right.  It  was  now  dark.  I  iss.ued  the  following  order  for  the 
morning  :  **  Orders. — Armistead's  and  Wright's  brigades  to  move  to  the 
right ; 'Mahone  to  push  pickets  forward,  and  move  on  as  soon  as  the 
;road  was  clear  ;  Hansom  to  follow," 

My  headquarters,  Monday  night,  was  at  Mrs.  Fisher's.  Wright 
reported  the  camps  on.  White  Oak  Swamp  abandoned.  He  went  on  to 
White  Oak  bridge,  where  he  m«t  General  Jackson,  who  informed  me 
he  was  stopped  at  that  point  by  the  destruction  of  the  bridge.  Gen 
eral  Wright,  having  only  infantry,  crossed  the  swamp,  and  joined  me 
jit  Mrs.  Fisher's,  Monday  evening,  30th  of  June. 

Tuesday,  July.  1st,  at  three,  A.  M.,  I  -saw  Armistead,  with  his 
brigade,  ready  to  move,  but.  passing  through  the  woods,  the  progress 
was  slow.  As  soon  as  he  cleared  the  road  Wright  followed.  1  now 
received  notice  from  General  Longstre-et  that  the  Charles  City  road 
was  clear,  and  was  much  disappointed  that  General  Mahone  had  not 
discovered  the  retreat  during  the  night.  He  informed  me  he  saw  the 
j-ickets  this  morning,  which  was  true  ;  for,  on  advancing,  the  pickets 
t^ave  themselves  up  as  prisoners,  and  said  the  army  had  retired  with 
out  ordering  them  in. 

I  now  pushed  on  as  rapidily  as  I  could,  with-  Ransom's  and  Ma- 
fcone's  brigades.  We  were  ^delayed  by  meeting  our  troops ;  first 
Oobb's  brigade,  and  afterwards  Jackson's  troops;  and "l  had  no  one 
fo  show  us  what  road  to  take.  Major  Taylor,  A.  D.  C.  to  General 
Lee,  came  up,  and  conducted  us  to  the  front,  where  I  reported  to 
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General  Lee.  I  found  Armstead's  and  Wright's  brigades  on  front 
line,  exactly  opposite  the  enemy,  who  were  posted  in  large  force,  with 
powerful  batteries  of  artillery,  on  a  commanding  plateau,  near  Crane's 
house.  On  riding  to  the  ravine  where  these  brigades  were  posted, 
the  action  commenced  'between  the  pickets.  .  1  had  previously,  by 
direction  of  (reneral  Lee,  sent  Mahone's  brigade  to,  support  Cobb's; 
and  as  the  action  progressed,  at  the  request  of  General  Magruder,  I 
ordered  Ransom's  brigade  to  report  to  him.  All  the  brigades  of  my 
division  were  thus  sent  into  the  battle,  and  were  engaged  in  the  attack 
on  the  enemy's  batteries.  They  were,  during  the  action,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  General  Magruder.  As  the  different  brigades 
of  my  division  were  sent  forward  into  the  battle  at  Malvern  Hill, 
I  was  directed  to-  report  them  to  another  commander.  Though  present 
myself,  I  was  not  in  command  during  this  battle.  As  I  was  treated 
in  the  same  manner  at  Seven  Pines,  I  can  only  hope  this  course  was 
accidental,  and  required  by  the  necessities  of  £he  service.  I,  there 
fore,  make  no  report,  and  have  to  refer  you  to  the  subordinate  reports, 
herewith  transmitted,  and  to  .the  reports  of  other  commanders,  for 
details  of  the  action  of  Malvern  Hill.  After  this  battl«,  as  required, 
the  division  was  occupied,  under  my  orders,  in  removing  the  wounded 
and  burying  the  dead. 

From  my  personal  staff  1  received  every  assistance ;  and  I  beg  to 
name  Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  S.  Anderson,  A.  A.  G.;  Captain  Benja 
min,  Huger,  A.  A.  G.;  Lieutenants  Sloan  and  Preston,  aids-de-camp ; 
Lieutenant  Willoughby  Anderson,  engineer,  and  Thomas  Pinckney, 
volunteer  aid-de-camp,  as  officers  who  rendered  important  service, 
and  to  whom  my  thanks  are  especially  due.  Te  Surgeon  E.  N,  Word, 
medical  director,  and  Major  J.  A.  Johnston,  quartermaster,  I  beg  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  General,  for  the  prompt  care  bestowed  on  the 
wounded,  and  the  transportation  of  them  to  the  hospitals,  &c. 

I  remain,  Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  HUGER, 
Major  General  commanding  Division. 


FALLING  CREEK,  July  21,  1862. 
General  R.  E.  LEE,  Commanding  : 

GENERAL:  In  forwarding  my  reports  of  the  different  engagements 
of  the  division  which  I  commanded,  I  have  to  request  of  you,  as  a  re 
ward  to  the  regiments  who  most  distinguished  themselves,  that  an 
order  be  given,  authorizing  the  following  regiments  to  inscribe  on 
their  banners  as  follows  : 

1.  The  third  Georgia  volunteers,  "  South  Mills." 

2.  The  first  Louisiana  volunteers,  "  King's  School-House." 
3..  The  faurth  Georgia  volunteers,  "  King's  School-House." 

4.  The  twenty-fifth  North  Carolina  volunteers,  "  King's  School- 
House."        ,f 

5.  The  forty-ninth  Virginia  volunteers,  "King's  School-House." 
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The  whole  division  was  sent  forward  in  the  battle  at  Malvern  Hill, 
on  1st  of  July,  but  as  the  brigades  were  sent  'to  report  to  other  com 
manders,  I  am  unable  to  make  a  special  report  of  that  action. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEJAMIN  HUGER, 

Major  General. 


XjENKJRAL  HOLMES'  REPORT   Ov 
'    -  RICIIMON 


i.'Ktt,  July  l.~>th,  18b\' 
Lieutenant  L'olonel  R.  JI.  CHILTON,  • 

A.  A.  G.,  Headquarters  A.  N.  V  .: 

COLON!;*,  :   I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the   following  report  of  the 
operations   of  that   part   of    my    command    which  fjarticipated  -in  (he 
-campaign  of  the  3ast  daye  of  June  and  first  days  of  July,  before  Rich 
mond.      In  th*  afternoon  of  Sunday,  the  29th  of  jut*.;.  in  pursuance 
of  orders   from   the    War    Department,    I    moved   three    regime: 
Colonel  Julius  Daniels'  brigade,  fifteen   hundred  and  seventy  s 
with  two   li.dit'  biitteries,  across  James  river  by  the  pontoon  ' 
Three  companies  of  cavalry,  numbering  one  hundred  and  •  <•' 
under    Major    B.    Burroughs,    accompanied    this    force.     The    same 
•evening,  Brigadier  General  J.  G.  Walker,  joined  mo  with  his  brigade 
•of    thirty-six   hundred    effective   men    and  two   batteries,  which   had 
crossed   the   river  en  Thursday,  the  I26th  June,  and   was  now  again 
placed  under  TRV  command.     The  division  bivouacked  that  night 
•Cornelius  <jree'k,  arid   moved,  on   Monday  morning,  agreeable   'o  the 
orders  of  the    commanding    General,  upon    New    Market,  reaching 
that  place  at  10  A.  M.      I  immediately  placed  my  troops  in  a  position 
of  great  actual  strength,;  covering  the  junction  of  the  Long  Bridge 
and  River  roacls,  which  was  shortly  afterwards  inspected  and  ap^ro-ved 
by  His  Exeelle-ncy,  the  President,   At  this  juncture,  Brigadier  General 
Henry  A.  Wise  reached  New  Market,  coining'voluntarjiy  to  niy  sup 
port   from    Chaffin's  Blu«ff  with   two  regiments  of  seven  ?'vJ.!H.ired  and 
fifty-two  bayonets  awl  two  batteries.     The   effective   force   under  nvy 
orders  thus  amounted  to   six   thousand   infiiiitry   and    six  batteries  of 
artillery.      In  ray  part,  .between  the  River  arid  Darhytown  roads,  were 
two  regiments  of  cavalry   under  Colonel   Baker,  1st    North   Carolina 
cavalry.      Matters  were  in  thi?  position  when,  about  4  o'clock.  Major 
Meade  of  the  engineers,  rode  up  arid  reported  the  enemy  as  retreating 
in  considerable  confsslon  along   the  road  leading  over  Malvcrn  Hill. 
He  suggested  that  a  battery  of  rifled  guns,  placed  undercover  of  a  tjertse 
format  to   the  right  and  left  of  the  'River   road,  at  a  point  where  kis 
reconnoissanee  had  -been  made,  di^tant^ome  eight  hundred  yar-.is  from 
the  enemy's  column,  would  greatly  embarrass  bis  r-etrea/t.   In  this  view. 
Major   Stevens,  chief  engineer,  fully   concurred.     1   accordingly   at 
once  directed  my  chief  of  artillery,  Colonel  Deshler,  to  proceed  to  the 
point    indicated,   some   two    miles    down    the   Kivor   road,   with    three 
sections  of  two  rifled  guns  each,  selected  from  the  different  batten 
and  despatched  the  30th  Virginia,  Colonel  Harrisou   commanding,  to 
Walker's   brigade,  as  a  supporting  force.     Soon    afterwards,  feeling 
eolicitous'for  the  safety   of  this   detachment,  I   put    the   remainder  c 
the  division  in    motion  for   the    same  point,  and  proceeded  to^reci 
noitre  the  ground  in  person.      Upon  reaching  it.  1  found  the  Goner-, 
.commanding  the   army  just  returning   from  .an    observatien    of   the 
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enemy's  position.  He  approved  of  what  had  been  'done  and  directed 
that,  after  the  remainder  of  the  division  had  been  disposed  to  support 
the  batteries,  fire  should  be  opened  upon  the  enemy's  column.  By 
the  time  the  infantry  was  in  position,  the  enemy  had  taken  the  alarm 
and  was  drawn  up  in  lino  of  battle  in  the  road  between  West's  house 
and  Malvern  Hill,  on  very  commanding  ground.  Before  the  fire  of 
my  artillery  commenced,  the  enemy's  gunboats  began  to  shell  vigor 
ously  the  River  road,  clearly  defined  by  clouds  of  dust,  and  the 
woods  occupied  by»rny  troops.  Colonel  Deshler  now  opened  his  fire, 
upon  my  order,  and  three  or  four  regiments  of  the  enemy's  infantry 
within  range,  immediately  disappeared  in  'he  neighboring  woods.  A 
very  heavy  fire  of  field  artillery  was,  however,  at  once  brought  to  bear 
upon  us  from  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  guns,  so  placed,  as  with  the 
aid  of  the  gunboats,  to  annoy  us  severely  in  front  arid  on  both  flanks 
at  the  same  time.  Finding  himself  overrated  in  metal,  and  the 
ground  not  admitting  of  more  guns  being  put  in  battery  on  our  side^ 
Colonel  1  eshler  ceased  his  fire  in  about  an  hour,  after  losing  a  con 
siderable  number  of  men  and  horses  and  having  two  caissons  exploded. 
The  enemy  kept  up  a  furious  cannonade  mitil  after  dark.  Under 
this,  my  troops  which  were  mostly  newly  levied,  behaved  well,  with 
the  exception  of  Major  E.  Burroughs'  battalion  of  c'avalry  and 
Graham's  battery  with  a  part  of  Branch's,  whose  con'duct  was  shame 
ful  in  the  extreme.  The  officers  of  my  staff,  Colonel  James  Deshler,. 
chief  of  artillery,  Major  Archer  Anderson,  A.  A'  G.,  Captain  T.  L. 
Barton,  acting  chief  commissary,  and  cadet  T.  II.  Ilolnfes,'  Jr.,  C.  S. 
A.,  performed  their  duty  with  the  -greatest  zeal  and  intelligence,  and 
behaved  as  brave  men  should  do. 

In  this  engagement  the  casualties  were,  me  appears  by  the  reports 
of  brigade  commanders  herewith  transmitted,  as  follows: 

Daniels'  brigade — killed/ 2;  wounded,  822. 

Walkers  brigade — wounded,  12. 

Artillery — wounded.  15. 

The  strength  ©f  the  enemy's  position  and  their  imposing  numbers 
were  such,  that  to  attempt  an  attack  upon  them  with  my  small  force 
unsupported,  would  have  been  perfect  madness;  for  to  have  done  this- 
would  have  required  a  march  of  over  three  quarters  of  a  mile  up  & 
steep  hill,  destitute  of  coyer.  I  accordingly  withdrew,  about  9  I-.  M., 
to  a  position  somewhat  in  advance  of  that  occupied  in  the  morning.. 
On  Tuesday  evening,  I  moved  my  division  to  a  point  on  the  River 
road  half  a  mile  below  the  upper  gate  ut  Curl's  Neck,  and  there  re 
mained  during,  the  night  in  line  of  battle;,  but,  as  before,  I  deemed  it 
out  of  the  question  to  attack  the  strong  position,  of  Malvern  Hill 
from  that  side  with  my  inadtqute  force. 

On  Wednesday  afternoon,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  com 
manding  General,  I  took  up  my  line  of  inarch  for  Drewry's  Bluff, 
leaving  General  Wi*e  at  Chaffin'a.  Cilice-  then  nothing  Of  interest 
has  occurred  in  my  command, 

I  am  Colonel,,  very  respectfully,  your  obd't  serv't, 

T.  II    HOLMES, 
Major  General,  comma/a  diirg  D.  N.  C'*. 


GEN &R AL  WHITING'S  REPORT  OF  BATTLE   OF  GAINES' 

MILL: 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  FIRST  CORPS,  > 

July,    1862.  '        J 
Colonel    R.  H.   CHILTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant   General : 

COLONEL:  The  following  is  a  report  of  tl^  operations  of  this  divis 
ion  in  the  battle  of  Games'  farm,  27th  ultimo  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  ultimo,  at  three,  A.  M.,  the  division, 
consisting  of  the  Texas  brigade,  Brigadier  General  Hood,  rind  the  third 
brigade,  Colonel  Law,  with  Reilly's  and  Balthis'  batteries,  lurched 
from  Ashland  as  the  advance  of  Major  GeneralJackson's  corps,  which 
it  had  temporarily  reinforced.  After  passing  the  advanced  line  of 
videttes,  the  march  was  conducted  cautiously  by  the  Ash  cake  road, 
the  Texana  leading,  with  skirmishers  deployed.  At  ten,  A.  M.,  crossed 
the  Central  railroad,  driving  the  enemy's  cavalry  scouts,  discovered 
an  advanced  post  of  cavalry  west  of  the  Tottopotomy,  which -fled  on 
rny  approach.  At  three,  reached  the  creek,  found  the  bridge  in  flames, 
and  a  party  of  the  enemy  engaged  in  blockading  the  road  on  the  other 
side.  The  Texan  skirmishers  gallantly  crossed  and  engaged.  Ripley's 
battery  being  brought  up,  w.ith  .a  few  rounds  dispersed  the  enemy. 
The  bridge  being  rebuilt,  the  troops  crossed  and  continued  on  the 
road  to  Pale  Green  church  or  Hundley  corner.  Here  we  united  with 
EwelPs  division,  and,  night 'coming  on,  bivouacked.  A  furious  can 
nonade  in  the  direction  of  Mechanicsville,  indicated  a  severe  battle. 
Early  the  next  morning  the  troops  moved — Eweli  in  the  lead.  Pris 
oners  were  taken  in  great  numbers  as  we  advanced:  Heavy  musketry 
and  cannonading  being  heard  on  our  right,  Major  Whiting,  of  the 
staff',  taking  a  battery,  posted  it  so  as  to  shell  the-  enemy's  rear  on 
Beaver  Dam;  after  which  they  retired,  leaving  the  route  clear  for  all 
the  columns.  We  crossed  the  run  without  opposition.  At  twelve,  A. 
M.,  having  made  a  circuit  and  headed  Beaver  Dam,  the  column  of 
Major  General  D.  II.  Hill  appeared  on  the  road  leading  to  Cold  Har 
bor,  to  which  we  had'been  directed,  and  passed  us.  Between  one  and 
two,  P.  M.,  cannonading  commenced  in  the  direction  of  Cold  Harbor. 
The  march  continued  slowly,  interrupted  by  frequent  halts,  until  near 
three,  when  an  aid  of  General  Jackson  -directed  me  to  form  in  line-of- 
battle  to  my  right,  and  press  through  the  woods  to  the  firing,  which 
now  became  very  heavy.  This  was  at  once  done.  The  Texas  brigade 
on  the  left,  and  Laws'  on  the  right,  a  regiment  of  each  in  reserve,  the 
troops  forcing  their  way,  in  good  order,  in  line-of-battle,  through  a 
dense  forest  and  swamp.  We  came  out  on  the  telegraph  road,  in  a 
heavy  but  distant  fire  of  artillery,  about  four,  P.  M:  At  this  point,  I 
met  several  aids  of  different  generals,  all  desiring  assistance,  and  in 
forming  me  that  the  troops  of  both  Generals  D.  H.  and  A.  P.  Hill  were 
hard  pressed.  Advancing,  I  shortly  met  the  Commander-in -Chief,  who 
indicated  & 'direction  a  little  to  my  right. 
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The  field,  where  we  entered  it,  was  about  t^ie  head  of  the  ravine 
which  covered  the  enemy's  left  near  the  main  road,  a  deep  and  steep 
chasm  dividing  tho  bluffs  of  the  Chickahominy.  On  the  left  side 
of  this,  as  we  forded,  General  Hood  put  forward  the  first  Texas  arid 
Hampton's  legion.  Men  were  leaving  the  field  in  every  direction  and 
in  great  disorder;  two  regiments,  one  from  South  Carolina  and  one 
from  Louisiana,  were  actually  marching  back  from  the  fire.  The  first 
Texas  was  ordered  to  go  over  them  and  through  them,  which  they  did. 
The  remaining  Texas  regiments  were  rapidly  advanced,  forming  line 
oil  the  right  of  the  ravine,  and  the  thirtieth  again  on  their  right,  and, 
ing  on  the  whole  tinre-,  came  under  the  enemy's  fire.  Here,  from 
the  iiHtture  of  the  ground  and  position  of  the  enemy,  the  third  changed 
front  obliquely  to  the  left,  bringing  its  front  parallel  to  the  ravine. 

The  enemy,  concealed  in  the  woods  asd  protected  'by  the  ravine, 
poured  a  destructive  fire  upon  the"  advancing  line  for  a  quarter. of  a 
mile,  and  many  brave  officers  and  men  fell.  Near  the  crest,  in  front 
of  us  and  lying  down,  appeared  the  fragments  of  n  brigade.  Men 
were  skulking  from  the  front  in  a  shameful  manner  ;  the  woods  on  pur 
left  and  rear  were  full  of  troops  in  safe  cover,  from  which  they  never 
stirred;  but,  on^the  right  of  the  third,  a  brigade,  "  Pickett's,"  were 
moving  gallantly  up.  Still  further,  on  our  extreme  right,  our  troop? 
appeared  to  be  falling  back 

The  Texans  had  now  come  up,  and  joined  line  on  the  left,  L:d  by 
General  Hood,  and  the  gallant  fourth,  at  the  double  quick,  wh<>n  the 
word  was  given  to  charge,  arid  the  whole-line,  consisting  of  the  fourth 
and  fifth  Texi?,  eighteenth  Georgia,  fourth  Alabama  and  sixth  North 
Carolina,  (the  second  Mississippi  being  held  in  partial  reserve  J»ut  ad 
vancing  with  the  line,)  charged  the  ravine  with  a  yell — General  Hood 
and  Colonel  Law  gallantly  leading  their  men.  At  the  bottom  ran  a 
deep  and  dim'cul%branch,  with  scarped  sides,  answering  admirably  as 
a  ditch.  Over  against  this  was  a  strong  log  breastwork,  heavily 
manned  ;  above  thi",  near  the  crest,  another  breastwork,  supported  by 
well  served  batteries  and  a  heavy  force  of  infantry — the  steep  slope, 
clad  with  an  open  growth  of  timber,  concealing  the  enemy,  but 
affording  full  view  of  our  movements.  .  Spite  of  these  terrible  obsta 
cles,  over  ditch  a-nd  breastwork,  hill,  butteries  and  infantry,  the 
division  swept,  routing  the  eiiemy  from  their  stronghold.  Many 
pieces  of  artillery  were  taken,  fourte.cn  in  all,  and  nearly  a  whole  regi 
ment  of  the  eneiuy.  These  "prisoners  were  turned  over  by  Colonel 
Robinson,  fifth  Texas,  to  Brigadier  General  Pryor  or  some  of  his 
staff.  The  enemy  coiithuied  to  fight  in  retreat,  with  stubborn  resist 
ance,  and  it  soon  appeared  that  we  had  to  deal  with  his  best  troops. 
On  gaining  the  second  line,  and  seeing  the  heavy  force,  apprehensive 
that  he  might  rally,  I  wont  t .»  Major  General  |jpngstreet*for  rein 
forcements.  He  immediately  sent  forward  Brigadier  General  R.  11.  An 
derson,  who  went  on  my  right  and  engaged  and  drove  the  enemy  most 
handsomely  on  the  lower  part  of  the  plateau,  the  enemy  being  there, 
.as,  indeed,  they  appeared  everywhere,  in  superior  numbers.  In  the 
meantime,  my  division  continued  steadily  to  advance,  though  suffering 
heavily,  until  night  found  them  completely  across  the  pjateau  and 
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beyond  the  battle-field.  Pickett's  brigade  Lad  aUIy  fought  on  the 
right,  the  general  himself  was  wounded  in  the  charge.  The  troops 
on  my  immediate  left  I  do  not  knotf,  and  aiu  glad  .1  don't.  Those' 
that  did  come  up  were  much  broken, 'and  no  i  ntreaty  or  /command 
could  induce  them  forward,  and  I  have  reaHon  to  belreve  that  the 
greater  part  never  left  the  cover  of  the  wood  on  the  west  Me  of  the 
ravine. 

The  battle  was  very  severe,  hotly  contested  and  gallantly  won,  and 
I  take  pleasure  in  calling;  special  attention  to  the  fourth  Texas  regiment, 
which,  led  by  the  brigadier,  Hood,  was  the  first  to  break  the  enemy's  line, 
and  enter  his  works.  Its  brave  old  Colonel,  Marshal;,  fell  in  the  charge 
on_the  hither  side  of  theVwiife.  The  stubborn  rcsistanceMnaintaine'l  ail 
day,  faltered  from  that  moment,  and  the  day  was  gained.  Of  the 
other  regiments  of  the  division,  it  would  be  invidious  and  unjust  to 
name'one  before  the  other.  They  were  equally  distinguished,  and  as 
they  became* engaged,  went  on  in  the  murderous  fire  with  unfaltering 
determination.  Towards  the  close  of  the  fire,  I  detachedUhe  second 
Mississippi  and  Butlers  battery,  to  tho  extreme  right,  to  open  fire 
on  the  retreating  masses  of  the- enemy,  endeavoring  to  make  their 
way  to  the  edge  of  the  swamp. 

When  the  action  closed,  my  line  was  in  advance  of  the  guns,  (they 
captured  fourteen  in  number,)  closing  to  the  lefy  on  General  Lawtoirs 
troops,  of  General  Jackson's  army,  and  covered  on  the  right  by  Gen 
eral  R.  H.  Anderson.      Of  my  staff,  I  cannot  speak  too  highly;   the 
chief,  Major  J.    II.   Hill,   fell   painfully  wounded  while  leading  the 
charge;   the  chivalrous  Major  Austin  E.  Smith.  A.  D.  C.,  received- a 
mortal  wound  in  the  same  onset.      Colonel  Upson,  Captain  Frobel  and 
Captain  Taiisill  were  among  the  foremost  in  the  fray.     Here,  also,  as 
in  runny   previous   battles,    Captain  Vander  H<jrst,  of  S.  C.«,  gave  a 
notable  example.     Major  Randolph,  by  special  o'rdjpr,  remained  with 
the  ammunition.      Though  not  en  iny  staff,  I  should  not  do  rignt  r.ot 
to  mention  the  chivalrous  daring  of  young  Major   Haskill,  of  South 
Carolina,  belonging,  as  I  am  told,  to  the  staff  of  General  D.  R.  Jones. 
His  personal  bearing  in  a  most  deadly  -fire,  his  example  ai:d  directions, 
contributed  not  a  little  to  the  enthusiasm  of  the  charge.     I  regret  to 
say  that  this  brave  young  officer   received   a  terrible   wound   from  a 
shell,  but  walked  from  the  field  as  heroically  as  he  had  gone  inti»the 
fire.     I  take  great  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  distinguished  bravery 
of  privates  Fairley,  Westmoreland  and  Sharp,  troopers  of  the  legion 
who  acted  tis  officers,  and  displayed  great  coolness  and  courage.  ^Con 
spicuous  were  Brigadier  General  Hgodand  Colonel  Law,  commanding 
brigades.     Of  the  regimental  commanders,  too  much  cannot  be  said. 
Colonel  ^tairiey,  first  Texan,  though  seriously  ill,  joined  his  com: 
and  fert  severely  wounded;   Colonel  Marshall,  fourth  Texas,  was  shot 
dead,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Warwick  was  mortally  wounded.     Lieut. 
•Colonel  Ruff,  of  the  eighteenth  Georgia,  led  his  regiment,  and  fortu 
nately  escaped  unhuit. "   The  legion,  though   not  much  exposed,  was 
ably  handled  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gary.     In  the  third,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  McLernorc,  eleventh  Alabama,  received  a  painful  wound  early 
in  the  action,  the  command^evolving  on  Major  Webb,  who  ably  sus- 
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tained  his  part.  The  second  Mississippi,  Colonel  Stone,  was  ably 
handled  by  its  commander,  and  sustained  severe  loss.  The  following 
is  a  recapitulation  of  casualties,  the  detailed  list  accompanies  the 
report : 

Killed. 
13 


44 
14 
16 

c> 


Wounded. 

62 
206 
64 


Missing. 


18 

• 


Texas  Brigade. 
5th  Texas, 
4th  Tuxas,. 
1st  Texas, 
18th  Georgia, 
Hampton's  Legion. 

Total, 

"Third  Brigade. 
6th  ISlorth  Carolina, 
4th  Alabaflfe, 
1 1th  Mississippi, 
Second  Mississippi, 

Total, 

Grand  aggregate,  1,016. 

So  closed  the  battle  of  Games'  Mill,  the  troops   sleeping  on  their 
arms  in  the  position  so  hardly «won. 

The  battle  of  M(£vern  Hill,  as  far  as   my  division  was   concerned, 
will  require  a  separate  report. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier  General. 


89 

476 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

5 

47 

22 

108  • 

18 

142 

21 

79 

376 


Missing. 
0 
2 
3 
0 
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GENERAL    WHITING'S    REPORT    OF    TJIE    BATTLE    OF 
MALVERN  HILL. 

. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  FIRST  CORPS,  >     * 
•  July,    1862.       \ 

Colonel  R.  H.  CHILTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General ; 

COLONEL  :  I  continued  my  report  from  Friday  evening,  20th  ultimo. 
On  Saturday  morning,  the  division  marched  back  across  the  ravine  to 
renew  its  supply  of  ammunition,  and  get  something  to  eat.  We  shortly 
'received  orders  to  march,  and  to  follow  the  command  of  Major  Gen 
eral  Hill,  After  marching  half  a  mile  we  halted,  the  troops  in  front 
being  at  a  halt,  and  so  remained  under  arms  all  day,  being  ordered 
into  bivouac  where  we  were  at  night.  This  was  at  McGee's  house 
and  farm,  a  position  which  had  been  the  enemy's  extreme  right,  and 
whence  their  causeway  over  the  Ohickahominy  leads.  The  enemy 
had  destroyed  the  causeway.  Passed  through  their  encampments, 
crossed  the  York  River  railroad,  and,  marching  by  the  Williamsburg 
road,  we  turned  off  at  (he  White  Oak  bridge  forks,  and  reached  the 
bridge  .about  noon.  Finding  it  destroyed,  and  the  enemy  drawn  up 
in  line  of  battle,  batteries  were  brought  up,  and  a,  heavy  fire  opened 
upon  him,  silencing  his  battery  completely.  Our  fire  was  directed 
by  Major  Whiting,  of  the  staff.  . 

Sunday,  ineffectual  attempts  were  made  during  the  day  to  repair 
the  bridge,  but  the  cmemy  peeping  up  a  distant  and  random  fire  of 
shell  about  the  crossing,  the  men  would  not  work.  During  the  after 
noon  the  furious  battle  of  Frazier's  Farm  was  raging  between  the 
enemy  and  the  troops  of  General  Longstreet.  It  could  be  distinctly 
heard,  and  was  scarcely  two  miles  from  us.  Oar  delay  at  White  Oak 
was  unfortunate. 

Next  morning,  the  enemy  having  retired,  the  bridge  was  repaired, 
and  the  troops  passed  my  division  in  the  advance.  Marching  by  the 

road  to  Turkey  bridge,  on road,  we  presently  fell  in  with  the 

line  of  skirmishers  of  Major  General  Magruder's  troops,  moving  in 
line  of  battle  by  the  Charles  City  road.  They  halted  for  us  to  pass — 
the  troops  marching  by  a  flank.  The  commanding  General  of  the  corps, 
Major  General  Jackson,  would  not  allow'the  dispositions  to  be  made,  to 
advance  with  skirmishers  deployed  and  in  line,  but  caused  the  troops 
to  press  on,  until  the  heads  of  the  columns  closed  in  the  advance 

guard,  a  regiment  of.  cavalry,  in  a  thick  wood,  near farm, 

about  eleven,  A.  M.  On  the  farm  the  enemy  was  found  very  strongly 
posted.m  They  immediately  opened  with  shell  on  the  woods  ;  every 
% portion  was  under  their  fire.  The  result. was,  the  cavalry  came  to  the 
right-about,  and  broke  through  the  long  column  of  troops  which  filled 
the  road,  now  enfiladed  by  the  fire.  Though  suffering  loss,  they 
formed  to  the  right  and  left  with  precision  and  promptness.  To  our 
left  wsts  a  very  large  wheat  field,  on  the  fcrro  «f  the  Poindexters, 
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which  afforded  a  good  view  of  the  enemy's  position!  and  fair  opportu 
nities  for  artillery.  Batteries  were  ordered  up.  The  enemy's  posi 
tion,  naturally  strong  was  materially  strengthened  by  tlje  judicious 
distribuiirm  of  his  artillery.  The  first  battery  ordered  into  Poindex- 
ter's  field  found  itsejf  exposed  to  a  vastly  superior  cross-fire,  and  was 
%oon  compelled  to  retire,  with  loss.  Balthif  battery,  better  posted, 
and  better  covered  by  the  ground,  fought  well,  and  continued  tho 
action  until  their,  ammunition  was  exhausted.  Other  batteries  were 
ordered  up.  The  position  to»  be.  taken  by  the*  artillery  rendered  in 
fantry  suppoit  necessary,  and*  I  was  directed  by  General  Jackson  to 
form  iny  line  with  rny  right  on  the  road,  in  the  wood,  advancing  to 
the  edge  in  front  and  holding  that.  This  was  done  by  the  third 
(Law's)  brigade.  The  line,  continued  by  Hood,  extended  across  Poin-. 
cfexter's  field,  the  m3n  lying  down,  concealed  by  the  wheat  and  the 
roll  of  the  ground. 

I  had  been  strengthened  by  the  third  brigade,  of  Jackson's  division 
proper,  under  the  command  of  .Brigadier  General  Hampton.  This 
was  held  in  reserve.  Trimble's  brigade,  of  E well's  division,  sup 
ported  my  extreme  left.  This  disposition  I  was  directed  to  'maintain — 
the  general  attack  of  our  forces  being  intended  to  be  made  as  soon* as 
practicable,,  on  the  extreme  right — the  enemy's  left.  In  .the  mean 
time,  it  became  apparent  from  our  position  that  the  enemy  had  divined 
the  movement.  Their' artillery  fire,  which  had  been  very  severe  upon 
my  batteries  and  troops,  ceased,  and  heavy  columns  were  discovered 
in  movement  for  disposition  on  their  left.  After  some  time,  tho 
movement  of  baggage  and  troops  in  retreat,  by  the  Turkey  bridge 
road,  could  be  plainly  observed. 

After  the  attack  commenced  on  the  right,  my  division,  with  the  ex- 
ceptkn  of  t\vo  regiments  on  the  right  of  my  lines,  which  was  rear 
our  centre,  and  softie  of  the  Texas  skirmishers,  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  battlf.  except  to  suffer  a  murderous  artillery  fire,  which  they  did 
unflinchingly.  Personally,  assisted  by  my  staff,  I  was  called  upon  to 
direct  the  artillery  iiro,  which  I  continued  to  do  during  the  afternoon. 
From  "my  point  of  view,  the  enemy  appeared  to  fight  with  great  stub 
bornness,  ti-pd  our  attack  to  have  made  but  little  impression  upon  him. 
lie  deployed,  at  ono  time,  six  batteries  in  front  of  our  centre.  Upon 
opening  in  this'  deployment  with  artillery,  they;  together  with  the 
stationary  batteries  already' in  position, ..and  which  we  had  been  en 
gaging  at  times  during  the%iay,  all  opened  a  terrific  fire  upon  Poin- 
dexter\s  fiold.  Our  gunners  replied  with  spirit,  but  from  want  of 
ammunition,  the  contest  was  too  unequal,  and  I  cau:-ed  them  .suc 
cessively  to  withdraw]  This  cross-file  was  excessively  severe  upon- 
the  supporting  troops.  Towimh  night,  learning  that  the  centre  warf 
pressed  hard,  I  received  orders  to  direct  General  Trimble  to  move 
over  from,  the  left  to  that  point,  and  commenced  to  close'my  own 
troops  into  the  right,  when,  night  fell,  with  it  the  battle,  which  had 
raged  with  great  fury,  ceased.  For  an  hour  after  nightfall  the  enemy 
shelled  the  woods  and  Poindexter's  field  with  rapid  and  heavy  firing. 
This  indicated  another  withdrawal.  My  troops  remained  in  position 
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all  night.  The  advanced  scouts  confirming  the  withdrawal  of  the 
enemy  during  the  night,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded. 

Of  affairs  on  our  centre  and  right  I  can  give  no  account.  My  list 
of  casualties  is  almost  entirely  from  the  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy, 
for  scarcWy  a  musket  was  fired  in  the  division.  WJien  the  immense 
amount  of  their  artillery  i:?  considered,  the  violence  and  duration  of 
their  fire,  and  tke  exposed  position  of  the  troops,  the  loss,  thanks  to 
God,  may  be  regarded  as  shrill,  while  the  courage  and  unflinching 
endurance  of  the  troops  is  worthy  of  the  highest  praise. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  killed' and  wounded  : 

Third  Brigade.                                          Killed.  Wounded. 

Fifth  North  Carolina,                               00  64 

Fourth  Alabama,  _      .                   '2  13 

Second  Aljssissippi,                                     !  10 

Eleventh  Mississippi,                                 !  20 

Ileilley's  Battery,                                    00  12 

Total,  4  119 

Texas  Brigade,  Killed.  Wounded. 

Fifth  Texas,  .2                      9 

Fourth  Texas,  00                      2 

First  Texas,  3                   20 

Thirteenth  Georgia,  1                    14 

Total,  JS  45 

I  regret  that  I  do  not  know  thte  names  of  the  .different  commanders 
of  batteries  who  reported  to  me  during  the  day,  or  the  designation  of 
their  artillery.  Captain  Balthis  behaved  with  great  skill  and  gal 
lantry,  and  was  wounded.  All  fought  with  great  spirit,  belabored 
under  much  disadvantage  from  want  of  ammunition. 

Wednesday  morning,  tjae  3d,  a  very  herfVy  rain  set  in  ;  the  troops 
remained  in  bivouac,  cooking. 

Thursday,  Major  General  Jackson's  corps  marched  to  take  the  road 
to  Westover,  but  missed  it,  and  bivouacked  near  Willis'  church.' 

Friday,  continued  the  march,  arriving  about  two,  P.  M.,  at  Her 
ring  creek,  where  the  enemy's  outpost  were  discovered  en-trenched. 

No  further  active  operations  oceurre$  in  which  this  division  took 
any  part. 

Yery^fespectfully, 

W.  II.  C.  WHITING, 
General  commanding  Division. 


• 
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GENERAL  McLAWS  REPORT    OF   OPERATIONS   AROUND 

RICHMON.D. 

» 

HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION,  ) 
July  20,  1862,       \ 

To  General  Magruder's  Adjutant  (general : 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  operations  of  my  command,  com 
posed  of  the  brigades  of  Generals  Kershaw  and  Semmes,  commencing 
on  26th'  ultimo,  and. ending  July  1st,  1862  : 

On  the  26' th,  1  received  orders  to  hold  my  command  in  readiness,  for 
any  movement.  Noifce  was,  however,  made. 

On  tiie  27th,  the  troops  were  under  arms  at  daylight.  The  look 
outs-,  posted  in  trees,  overlooking  the  enemy's  camps,  near  the  rail 
road,  reported  that  the  works  of  the  enemy  were  being  strengthened, 
more  guns  being  placed  in  the  redoubts  near  the  railroad,  and  all  the 
works  numerously  manned. 

About  eleven  o'clock,  orders  were  received  to  feel  the  enemy  with 
two  regiments.  The  movement  was  delayed  until  about  four  o'clock, 
when  the  seventh  and  eighth  South  Carolina,  Colonels  Aiken  and 
Hennegan,  advanced  as  far  as  the  abattis  of  the  enemy,  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  artillery  and  musketry.  'Finding  the  enemy  in  strong  force, 
occupying  their  works,  the  regiments  were  withdrawn,  returning  to 
camp  about  ten  o'clock,  P.  M.  LOPS,  one  killed  and  three  wounded,  in 
seventh  South  Carolina  regiment.  On  the  28th,  remained  in  camp.  The 
works  of  the  enemy  were  occupied  by.  them  in, force.  On  the  29th,  two 
regiments  of  General  Kershaw's  brigade,  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
ordered  forward  at  an  early  hour.  One  regiment,  Kennedy's,  being 
on  reserve,  supporting  the  pickets,  had  sent  out  companies  to  recon 
noitre.,  a|id  finding  the  enemy's  works  deserted,  the  whole  regiment 
occupied  the  lines  most  advanced  towards  ours.  The  remaining  regi 
ments  of  the  brigade,  being  ordered  onward,  joined  that  of  Colonel 
Kennedy,  and  the  whole  brigade,  under  General  Kershaw,  went  for 
ward  and  took  position  beyond  Fair  Oaks  Station,  in  the  woods  to  the 
right  of  the  railroad,  keeping  their  skirmisaers  well  to  the  front. 

This  brigade  was  in  advance  of  all  other  troops,  and  waited  their 
arrival.  The  enemy  were  seen  crossing  the  railroad,  about  a  mile,  or 
less,  in  front,  coming  from  the  woods  on  our  left;  but  it  being  under 
stood  that  General  Jackson's- forces  were  Crossing  at  Grape  vine 
bridge,  every  one  was  very  much  concerned,  fearing  that  we  would 
become  engaged  with  them.  So  much  was  General  Kershaw  impressed 
with  that  idea,  that  he"  withheld  the  fire  of  his  troops,  and  sent  a  regi 
mental  flag  down  the  railroad,  waving  it  in  order  to  give  notice  of  the 
presence  of  Confederate  forces.  General  Semmes'  brigade,  in  the 
meanwhile,  came  up  along  the  railroad,  and  was  halted  behind  the 
works% about  Fair  Oaks  Station. 

envrny  hid  opened  LI  scattering  fire  from  several  piecee,  which, 
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however,  did  no  harm  to  my  command.  General  Magruder  having 
arranged  his  forces  on  the  left 'ordered  that  General  Semmes'  brigade 
should  move  to  Kershaw's  position,  and  Kershaw  to  advance. 

General  finger's  forces,  or  a  portion  of  them,-  were  seen  at  this 
time,  coming  towards  my  right  flank,  they  soon,  however,  retired,  going 
in  the  direction  of  the  Charles  City  road.  Their  purpose  I  did  not  un 
derstand.  This  was  about  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  General  Kershaw 
now  advanced  his  brigade,  leaving  his  left  on  the  railroad,  supported 
by  that  of  General  Semmes.  Kemper's  battery,  as  it  came  down  the 
Nine  Mile  road,  was  ordered  forward,  supported  by  the  tenth  Georgia, 
Colonel  Gumming.  The  brigade  advanced  in  two  lines,  Semmes  re 
ceiving  orders  tjo  cross  the  Wiliiamsburg  road  with  his  right.  Not 
long  after  passing  the  junction  of  the  Nine  Mile  and  the  Wiliiamsburg 
.roads  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  a  battery  on  our  right,  which  was 
replied  to  with  such  effect  by  Kernper's  battery  thai  the  enemy  retired 
without  engaging  with  their  infantry. 

Kershaw,  continuing  the  march,  receiving  the  tenth  Georgia  from 
the  support  of  his  battery,  engaged  the  enemy  with  his  whole  force — 
•Semmes'  brigade  resting  immediately  behind  and  extending  well  to 
the  right.  Kemper's  battery  taking  position  on  the  ri^hc  of  the 
Wiliiamsburg  road,  upon  elevated  ground,  opened  fire  irith  extraordi 
nary  rapidity  and  great' effect.  Finding  that  Kershaw's  right  was 
being  outn/inked  by  the  enemy,  I  ordered  in  two  regiments  from 
Semmes'  brigade,  find  afterwards  the  whole  «remaining  force,  which 
effectually  prevented  the. design.  Our  troops,  and  those  of  the  enemy, 
were  in  very  close  proximity,  so  much  so,  *that  at  one  time  the  order 
was  given,  by  some,  commanders,  to^  cease  filing.,  they  being  fearful 
that  *e  were  engaged  with  our  own  men.  One  of  the  enemy  attempted 
to  seize  the  fl;»g  of  the  tenth  Georgia,  but  was  immediately  knocked 
down  and  killed,  ^ouie  one  hundred  of  the  command  we»e  thrown 
into  momentary  confusion,  and  were  retiring,  but,  with  the  assistance 
of  my  staff,  they  were  immediately  rallied',  and  returned  to  their  com 
panies. 

As  all  of  my  force  was  now  engaged,  I  sent  to  General  «Magruder 
for  reinforcements.  I  did  so  because  I  wished  for  a  reserve,  principally 
to  provide  against  contingencies.'  He  sent  me  the  thirteenth  Missis 
sippi,  which  was  posted  iu  rear  of  the  line  of  battle,  -on  the  right  of 
the  Wiliiamsburg  road.  It  was  not  brought  into  action  When  all 
my -command  were  engaged,  I  had  ordered  a  battery  to  the  right,  in  a 
commanding  position,  to  open  fire  if  it  could  be  done  without  injuring 
our  trcops,  and  to  give  assistance  in  case  of  disaster.  As  night  ad 
vanced  it  became  so  dark,  that  the  firing  ceased  on  both  sides.  The 
South  Carolina  brigade  remaining  in  the  position  it  occupied  in  ad 
vance,  and  Semmes'  brigade  just  in  rear  of  its  line  of  ba'ttle. 

The  engagement  was  commenced  by  an    exceedingly  severe  and 
.  rapid  shelling  from  the  enemy's  batteries  at  five  and  a  half,  P.  M.,  and 
lasted  until  near  nine — about  three  hours. 

The  South  Carolina  brigade  carried  into  action  .fourteen  hundred 
and  ninety-six  (1,496)  men,  and  lojt  in  killed,  forty-seven ;  wounded, 
two  hundred  and  thirty-four,  and  missing,  nine.  Aggregate  291)  men. 
11 
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Semmes'  brigade — force  actually  engaged,  teath  Georgia,  fifth  Lou 
isiana,  and  tenth  Louisiana,  seven  hurtdred  and  fifty-five  (755)  men- 
lost,  in  killed,  eleven;  wounded,  fifty-three.  Aggregate.,  sixty- 
four  men. 

Aggregate  of  both  brigades,  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  killedy 
wounded,  and  missing. 

I  beg  leave- to  cull  attention  to  the  gallantry,  cool,  yet  daring,  cour- 
cge  and  skill  in  the  management  of  his  gallant  command,  exhibited 
by  'Brigadier  General  Kershfcw  ;  to  the  cool  courage  and  knowledge 
of  his  duties,  exhibited  by  General  Semmes.  Major  Mclntosh,  the 
chief  of  my  staff,  exhibited  that  self-possession  under  fire,  and  dis 
position  to  be  under  fire,  so  characteristic  of  his  name,  his  relations 
in  the  old.army  of  the  United  States  and  our  own. 

I  call  attention  to  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  King  §^d  Lieutenant 
Tucker.  :;iy  uidsJGe-cam-p ;  Major  Gflggin,  inspecting,  officer ;  Major 
McLa\|p,  quartermaster,  and  Major  Edwards,  chief  commissary,  who 
Trere  actively  engaged  in  carrying  out  my  orders,  and  giving  me  in 
formation  as  to  the  movements  of  our  own  and  the  enemy's  forces. 

In  passing  to  the  front^  our  advance  was  through  the  deserted  camps 
of  the  enemy,  where  property  of  great  value  had  been  left,  consisting  of 
tents,  arms,  accoutrements  and.ammunition,  medictil  stores,  and  articles 
of  private  property  which  had  been  destroyed  in  wasteful  profusion. 

On  passing  down  the  Williamsburg  road,  1  saw,  to  therjght,  a  very 
large  camp,  or  camps,  to  which  reads  had  been  cuf  through  the  woods, 
and  towards  which  huge  bodies  of  men  had  lately  passed.  I  sent  a 
reconnoitering  party  to  explore  the  grounds;  they  returned  and  re 
ported  the  place  entirely  deserted.  The  night  and  early  morning,  after 
the  battle,  was  passed  in  collecting  and  attending  to  the  wounded,  and 
burying  the  dead. 

General  Magruder  was  near  the  scene  of  action,  and  from  him,, 
during  the  day,  and  after  the  engagement,  my  general  instructions, 
as  to  the  advance,  was  received. 

Lieutenant  Barry,  of  the  .artillery,  had  been,  for  some  days  pre 
vious,  pkced  in  charge  of  a  thirty-two-pound  rifle  gun,  mounted  on 
a  rail  car,  and  protected  from  cannon  shot  by  a  sloping  roof  in  front, 
covered  w.ith  plates  of  iron,  (through  which  a  port-hole  had  been 
pierced,)  and  frcm  rifle  shot  on  the"  sides  by  thick  walls  of  ;vood,  lined 
with*  iron.  His  battery  moved  down  the  road,  keeping  pace  with  the 
advance  of  the  trtfops,  and,  by  hi?  fire,  annoying  the  enemy  whenever 
the  range  would  allow.  His  enthusiasm  at  the  decided  success  of  the 
experiment,  and  in  pushing  through  obstructions,  deserves  all  praise. 

For  the  details  of  the  battle,  and  the  many  deserving  instances  of 
individual  merit,  I  respectfally  call  your  attention  to  the  accompany 
ing  reports*  of  brigade  and  regimental  commanders,  and.  to  Captain 
Kemper's  report  of  his  operations  It  is  but  proper  to  remark  upon 
the  dashing  manner  in,  which  Captain  (now  Major)  Keinper  fought 
his  battery.  It  was  cheering  to  the  whole  command  to  see  and  hear 
his  very  rapid  firing. 

The  morning  following  the  engagement  of  the  29th',  the  troops 
•were  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  forward,  and  had  commenced 
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the  movement,  when  other  orders  were  received,  to  cross  over  to  the 
l^arbytown  road,  my  command  leading.  Some  confusion  occurred, 
owing  to  the  want  of  guides,  which  being  corrected,  the  column 
moved 'on  and  reached  the  neighborhood  of  "  Timberlake's  store" 
about  one  o'clock,  P.  M.  It  was  there  delayed  by"  the  rear  of  Gen 
eral  A.  P.  HilPs  division  blocking  the  road.  While  resting  at 
"  Timberlake's  store,"  an  order  was  given  to  move  to  "New  Market." 
General  Semmes  was  sent  with  his  brigade  by  the  main  road,  protect 
ing  the  artillery,  and  I  went  with  General  Kershaw's  brigade,  across 
the  country,  by  a  road  which  was  reported  as  impracticable  for 
wagons  and  artillery,-  and  arri\%d  at  Warren's  hill  about  six  o'clock, 
P.  M.  While  waiting  there  the  arrival  of  General  Semmes'  brigade 
aijd  directions  as  to  encampments,  another  order  was  given,  through 
Colonel  Carey,  to  march  my  command  down  the  river  road  to  a*  posi 
tion  he  would, point  out,  said  to  be  a  place  designated  by  Colonel 
Chilton.  On  the  way  down  I  met  General  Wise,  who  contended  there 
must  be  some  mistake  about«the  place,  as  the"  one  vspoken  of  by  Colo 
nel  Carey  was  entirely  exposed  to  the  gunboats.  While  this  discussion 
wjis  going  qn,  another  officer  from  General  Magruder  rode  up  and 
stated  it  was  the  General's  orders  to  move  down  the  Long  Bridge 
road,  which  was  done.  General  Semmes'  brigade  had  never  reached 
New  Market  with  the  artillery,  but  had  been  diverted  and  placed  in 
the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  Long  Bridge  soad.  My  command  had 
been  marching  all  day,  and  General  Magruder  allowed  me  to  halt  it 
on  reaching  him,  which  was  one  mile  down  the  Long  Bridge  road. 
At  that  time  it  was  nearly  dark.  General  Semmes  came  up  and  re 
ported  that  a  portion  of  his  command,  and  all  but  one  of  his.  staff, 
had  been  separated  from  him  in  the  thick  woods  where  he  had  beer* 
posted.  .  We  remained  in  the  road  several  hours,  waiting  until  Jones' 
-division  and  Cobbs'  had  passed.  We  theu  moved  on,  receiving  orders 
that  Lieutenant  Phillips,  of  General  Magruder's  staff,  would  post  the 
brigades.  •  About  two  o'clock,  arrived  near  the  battle-field  of  the  day 
before,  and,  after  examining  the  ground  as  well  as  could  be  done  in 
the  dark,  I  posted  General  Kfcrshaw^  brigade  on  the  right  of  the 
road,  holding  General  Semtnes'  in  reserve  along- the  road.  My  com 
mand  was  completely  exhausted,  not  having  had  any  thing 'to  eat ;  had 
been  heavily  engaged  the  evening  previous;  had  passed  the  night 
and  early  morning  in  attending  to  the  wounded,  and  collecting  and 
burying  the  dead,  and  had»been  on  the  march  for  about  twenty  hours. 
After  resting  but  an  hour  or  two,  the  lines  were  formed  and  moved  to 
the  front,  on  the  right  of  the  road.  After  going  but  a  short  distance 
beyond  the  Willis  'church,  on  the  Quaker  road,  an  order  was  given  to 
'recall  the  command,  and,  as  I  understood  it,  General  MagrudeVs 
forces  were  to  join  on  to'  the  right  of  General  Jackson's,  which  was 
at  the  time  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  to  our  right.  General  Ma 
gruder  directed  me  to  bring  U£  the  rear,  which  I  did,  marching 
behind  General  Magruder's  division.  Arriving  at  the  road,  in  front 
of  Carter's  field,  General  Longstreet  ordered  me  to  move  by  the  left 
flank  and  join  my  command,  to  the  right  of  General  Jackson's,  going 
down  a  road,  which  passed  around  Carter's  field,  to  the  battle  ground, 
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(Crew's  farm,)  directing  me  first  to  reconnoitre  the  ground.  On 
going  down  the  road,  I  found  'the  position  I  was  to  occupy  held  by 
brigades  of  General  Huger !  I  informed  General  Longstreet  of  the 
fact,  and  he  directed  me  to  remain  where  I  was  for  the  present. 

Arrangements  being  made  to  open  fire  with  our  batteries  in  front, 
I  was  directed  to  place  my  command  out ^ of  the  .line  cf  the  fire, 
which  would  be  returned  by  the  enemy  in  response  to  our  batteries. 
General  Magruder  shortly  afterwards  came  back  with  the  head  of  his 
column  and,  passing  by  Garter's  house,  went  into  the  woods  beyond. 
My  command  was  ordered  to  positions  to  the  right  and  leffcof  Carter's 
house  about  half-past  four  o'clock,  P.gjM.  About  six  o'clock,  P.  M.. 
they  were  ordered  to  the  front,  advancing  one  on  the  right  flank  of 
the  field  and  the  other  on  the  left,  separated  four  or  five  hundred 
yards  and  entirely  out  of  sight  of  each  other.  They  were  carried  to 
the  point  from*which  they  were  to  advance  by  a  staff  officer  of  Gene 
ral  M^ruder,  and  General  Kershaw's  brigade  was  assisted  as  much 
as  possible  after  their  arrival  by  Majojr  Macintosh,  of  my  staff,  in 
taking  position.  Brigadier  General  Semmes,  advancing  on  the  right, 
owing  to  various  causes,  viz  :  the  thickness  of  the  woods,  or  miscon 
ception  of  orders,  and  the  fatigue  his  command  had  undergon*, 
carried  into  action  but  five  hundred  and  fifty-seven  men.  The  dead 
of  his  command,  however,  found  in  advance,  evidenced  the  gallantry 
of  those  few.  His  loss  jvas :  killed,  seventeen;  wounded,  fifty-six: 
missing,  sixty-three  ;  aggregate,  one  hundred  and  thirty-six.  Gen 
eral  Kershaw,  going  forward  on  the  vleft,'lost  in  killed,  twenty-two; 
wounded,  one  hundred  and  thirteen  ;  missing,  twenty-nine  ;  aggre 
gate,  one  hundred  and  sixty-four ;  carried  into  action,  nine  hundred 
and  fifty -six  men 

The  fatigue  of  the  two  previous  days,  and  want  of  sleep  and  food, 
caused  the  diminution  of  forces.  Many  men,  having  fallen  out,  were 
left  behind  on  the  march  of  the  day  and  night  previous.  There  were 
many  stragglers  from  the  various  forces  on  the  field,  which  were  col 
lected  near  Carter's  house  and  sent  back  to-join  their  regiments  from 
time  to  time,  and  as  the  battle  *ceased',  returned  to  the  last  camps  of 
their  regiments.  For  the  minute  particulars  of  the  fight,  and  the 
cases  of  individual  merit  in  the  regi merits,  the  attention  of  the  Gen 
eral  is  called  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  brigade  and  regimental ~ 
commanders.  Major  Mclntosh  was  again  conspicuous  fo»  his  gal 
lantry,  having  his  horse  shot  under  him.  «And  my  thanks  are  due  to 
all  the  members  of  my  staff,  who  rendered  all  possible  assistance  in 
preventing  confusion,  rallying  the  men  and  reforming  the  stragglers. 

The  following  named  officers  and  non-commissitfhed  officers  of  .the 
regiments  engaged,  are  noticed  by  their  several  commanders  for.  good 
conduct  in  the  several  engagements  : 

KERSHAW'S  BRIGADE. 

General  Kershaw  mentions  Colonel  Henriegan,  eighth  South  Car 
olina  regiment;  Colonel  Kennedy,  second  iSouth  Carolina;  Lieu- 
tenant  Colonel  Goodwyn,  wounded,  second  South  Carolina;  Major 
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Gaillard,  second  South  Carolina;  Colonel* Nance,  third  South  Caro 
lina  ;  Major  Rutherford,  third  South  Carolina ;  Colonel  Aiken. 
seventh  South  Carolina  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bland,  wounded, 
seventh  South  Carolina  ;  Captain  Kempejv  Kemper's  battery;  Ser- 
geant-Harley,  color-bearer  second  South  Carolina  ;  Corporal  Blakely, 
third  South  Carolina.  Staff— Captain  C.  R.  Holmes,  A.  A.  G. ; 
Lieutenant  A.  E.  Doby,  A.  D.  C. ;  Lieutenant  W.  M.  Dwight,  A.  A. 
I.  G.  ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Myers,  A.  A.  D.  C. 

Colonel  Hennegan,  eighth  South  Carolina,  mentions  Major  McLeod. 

Colo'n'?!  Jtfance,  third  South  Carolina,  mentions  Captain  D.  M.  S. 
Langston,  wounded,  and  Lieutenant  H.  C.  Johnson,  third  Alabama, 
acting  voluntarily. 

Colonel  Aiken,  seventh  South  Carolina,  mentions  Adjutant  Childs 
and  Sergeant  Major  Stall  worth. 

SEMMES'  BRIGADE. 

General  Semmes  mentions  Colonel  Cumming,  tenth  Georgia,  and 
Captain  Holt ;  Colonel  Hunt,  fifth  Louisiana ;  Colonel  August, 
fifteenth  Virginia,  wounded ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Waggerman,  tenth 
Louisiana,  wounded.  '  Lieutenant  Benning,  Georgia  regulars,  reported 
to  General  Semraes  on  the- field.  Staff-— Captain  demons,  A.  A.  G.; 
Captain  Briggs,  A.  D.  C.,  wounded;  Lieutenants  Cody  and  Redd, 
volunteer  aids-de-camp.  * 

The  enemy  left  something  over  five  hundred  dead  on  the  field — five 
hundred  and  twenty,  as  reported  by-  an  officer  left  to  bury  our  dead. 

I  call  your  attention  to  the  report  of  arms  taken  at  Shirley  by 
Colonel  Nance,  of  the  third  South  Carolina  regiment..,  The  notice  of 
their  being  at  that  place  wa^given  me  by  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill. 
Hundreds  of  muskets  were  collected  by  ^he  different  brigades,  and  by 
my  quartermaster  and  ordnance  officer,  of  which  no  account  was  made. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  McLAWS,  Major  General. 


I  submit  herewith — 

1*  General  J.  B.  Kershaw's  report  of  the  operations  of  his  brigade 
from  the  26th  of  June  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  inclusive. 

2.  Report  of  the  operations  of  the  eighth  South  Carolina  regiment 
from  the  25th  June  to  the  2nd  July,  inclusive. 

3.  Report  of  the  operations  of  the  second  regiment  South  Carolina 
volunteers  in  the  battles  of  Savage  Station  and  Malvern  Hill.      * 

4.  Report  of  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment  in  the-  engage 
ment  of  the  29th, June. 

5-6.  Report  of  the  operatfons  of  the  third  South  Carolina  regiment 
on  the  29th  instant. 

7.  Report  of  Captain  Kemper  of  the  operations  of  his  batteries  on 
the  29 ih  ultimo. 
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8.  Report  of  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment  from  the  25th 
to  the  29th  July,  inclusive 

9.  Report  of  the  seventh  South  Carolina  in  their  engagement  of 
the  5th  instant..  •    . 

10.  Report  of  the  third  South  Carolina  regiment  of  the  operations 
on  the  1st  July. 

11.  Report  of  Colonel  Nance  concerning  arms  captured  at  Shir 
ley — nine  hundred  and  twenty- five  muskets. 

12.  Report  of  Brigadier  General  Semmes  of  the   operations  of  his 
command  at  Savage  Station,  29rh  June,  1862.  « 

13.  Report  of  Brigadier  -General  Semmes   of  the  engagement  on 
the  1st  July,  at  Crew's  farm. 

Respectfully, 

.  T.  McLAWS,  Major    General. 


BRIGADIER  GENRRAL  K   ft.  COSES'  REPORT    OF  DIVIS 
ION  UN[);:R   FITS  COMMAND. 

HI:AI>OV '.R-yt  v-   P.   R.  JONES'  DIVISION,) 
.My  28*A;  1865. 

To  Captain  A.  G.  DICKINSON, 

.4.   A.   General: 

SIR:  B§rsuttnt  .to  instructions,  I  hive  the' honor  to  nrtlre  the 
following  report  of  the  movements  and  engagements  of  the  division 
under  my  command,  from  th-e  morning* of  the  27i-i  of  Jane  to  the 
termination  of  the  ltst  of  Jul.  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  ultimo,  the'  third  brigade;  Colonel  G. 
T.  Anderson  eor.unanding,  occupied  the  works  around  Mrs.  Price's 
house.  The  first  brigade,  Brigadier  General  Toombs  commanding, 
was  stationed  in  rear  and  east  of  Mr.  James  Garnett's  house.  These 
positions  have  been  held  continuously  since  the  3rd  or  4th  of  Juno, 
arid  that  around  Mrs.  Price's  house  strongly  fortified  by  my  comma-ad, 
unde»r  a  daily  harassing  nVe  from  the  enemy's '-battr  •. . 

Early  on  the  27th  ultimo,  it  was  observed  that  the  enemy  had 
pushed  his  picket  line  into  the  wheat  field  in  front  of  Mr.  James 
Garnett's  house,  a?id  was  constructing  a  line  of  rifle-pits,  extending 
from  the  old  chimmes  towards  iho  gato-posts,  in  the  fur'.he?  corner  of 
the  field.  On  his  right  he  had  a. strong  line  of  pickets  thrown  out  a 
few  yards  in  advance  of  his  regiments  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  imme 
diately  in  front  of  General  Toombs'  right  regiment,  then  posted  in  a 
ravine  east  of  the  Garnett  house.  The  nature  of  the  position  brought 
the  opposing  lines  in  such  close  coatiguif.y  that,  neither  could  advance 
their  "pickets  more  than  a  few  yards  from  the  miiri  body.  Botrtipo-.i- 
tions  were  strong  for  defence,  but,  an  advance  from  either  was  hazard 
ous  in  the  extreme.  The  disposition  of  the  enemy,  as  above  indicated* 
was  made  known  to  Major. General  Magruder,  who  directed  me  in  the 
forenoon  to  send  two  twelve-pound  howitzers,  of  Brown's  battery, 
with  a  regiment  of  Anderson's  brigade,  as  a  support,  to  the  overseer's 
house,  equi-distaut  from  Doctor  and  Mr.  James  Garnett's,  and 
to  send  two  other  regiments  of  the  sarae  brigade,  as  a  support  to  two 
howitzers,  which  he  had  instructed  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  Chief  of 
Artillery,  to  post  on  the  left  of  the  Nine-mile  road.  This  being  done, 
the  artillery  was  ordered  to  open  upon  the  enemy  wherever  seen.  1 
working  parties  were  driven  in  and  his  supporting  troops  reared  from 
view.  The  enemy  opened  a  terrible  artillery  fire  ffoouhfa  battene 
on  the  right  of  the  Golding  house.  *  The  rest  of  Brown's  battery, 
(two  smooth-bore  six-pounders,)  and  Line's  battery,  of  six  guns,  were 
Bent  to  Brown's  assistance,  and  the  fire  was  kept  up  vigorously  for 
about  twenty  minutes,  longer,  when  the  pieces  were  withdrawn  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  agreeably  to  instructions.  In  the  afternoon, 
from  the  top  of  Mrs.  Price's,  I  saw  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  great 
force,  across  the  Chickahorainy/  ready  to  meet  the  steadily  advancing 
lines  of  General  Loagstreet's  command.  So  soon  aa  the  engagement 
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began,  I  directed  Captain  Dabney  to  open  with  bis  heavy  battery  of 
cue  thirty-two-pounder  Parrott  -gun,  known  as  "Long  Tom  ;"  and 
cue  eighteen-pounder  rifled  gun,  upon  the  enemy's,  left  flarik.  Not 
withstanding  the  necessity  of  indicating  the  direction  and  range 
from  the  housetop,  this 'fire  *as 'continued  with  the  happiest  effect 
until  nightfall.  It  has  since  been  reported  io  me  .that  an  officer  cap 
tured  from  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  stated  that  the  fire  from  these 
guns  was  most  disastrous.  Early  in  the  afternoon.  Major  Gen.  Magru- 
efer  notified  me  of  his  intention  to  fe-el  the  eneuav  along  his  entire 
front  and  directed  mft  to  issue  the  necessary  orders  to  mv -command. 
Near  sunset  he  further  directed  me  to  send  another  regiment  of  An 
dersen's  brigade  to  support  the  two  guns  placed  in  position  in  the 
forenoon,  on  the  left  af  the  Nine-mile  road.  The^fire^on  my  right  was 
to  be  the  signal  for  commencing  the  demonstration.  '  This  order  was 
communicated  to  -Colonel  Anderson  verbally,  but  the  pickets  of  Gen 
eral  Toornbs  being  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  enemy,  and  be 
lieving  a  serious  engagement  with  his  brigade  would  be  the  result  of 
this  movement,  I  deemed  it.  best  to  issue  to  him  the  following  order 
in  writing,  first  submitting  it  to  General  Magruder,  who  approved  it : 

"The  divisions,  to  your  right  have  beers  ordered  by  General  Magru- 
<!er  to  foci  the  enemy  in  their  front  with  strong  pickets,  and  to  follow 
up,  to  the  utmost,  any  advantage  which  may  offer  or  success  which 
may  ensue.  You  are  ordered  to  do  the  sarne,  takwig  as  your  signal 
for  advance  the  commencement  of  the  movement  on  your  right!" 

Shortly  before  sunset,  Lane's  and  Woolfolk's  batteries  being  sta 
tioned  near  and  in  front  of  tho  overseer's  house,  opened  a  brisk  fire 
oil  the  enemy  for  some  minutes,  drawing  upm  themselves  so  hedVy  & 
£re  from  the  enemy's  well  protected  batteries,  that  they  were  compelled 
to  withdraw,  not,  however,  until  the  enemy  in  thci/  camps  had  suffered 
severely,  as  was  afterwards  ascertained.  The  expected  signal — firing 
on  the  right — being  given  shortly  after,  General  Toombs  advanced 
ft-veji  companies  of  the  second  Georgia* regiment  towards  the  enemy's 
position  ;  but  before  these  could  be  deployed,  they  wore  met  with  a 
heavy- front  and  flank  fire  from  several  regiments  Unshaken- by  the 
odds  before  them,  these  companies  gallantly  held  their  ground  and 
replied  with  vigor.  The  fifteenth  Georgia  regiment,  led  by  the  intre 
pid,  but  now  lamented.  Mclntosh,  rushed  promptly  to  the  support,  and 
the  fight  wras  maintained  with  energy,  until, the  enemy's  advance  was 
checked  and  driven  back,  and  his  firing  had  entirely  ceased. 

.  The  two  regiments — ninth  Georgia,.  Colonel  Turnipseod,  and  first 
Georgia  Regulars,  Colonel  Magill — detached  by  General  Magruder's 
order,  in  the,  forenoon,  advanced  into  the  v.oois  OP.  the  left  of  the 
Nine-mile  road,  throwing  out  skirmishers,  and  meeting  a  regiment  of 
the  enemy.  This  gallant  body  of  skirmishers  drove  the  enemy  from 
his  position  through  his  bivouac,  capturing  knapsacks  and  canteens, 
&c.,  and  only  halted  when  they  found  themselves  under  the  direct  firo 
of  the  enemy's  batteries  and  beyond  the  support  of  our  lines  on  the 
right.  They  then  retired  on  the  main  body,  which  retained  its  posi 
tion  under  shelter  of  the  woods,  until  withdrawn  at  midnight  by 
General  Magruder's  order,  Saturday,  June  28th. 
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Going  to  General  Magruder's  quarters  and  failing  to  °ee  him,  I 
despatched  Captain  Latrobe,  of  iny  \staff,  to  communicate  with  General 
Lee,  requesting  him  to  assist  in  a  contemplated  attack  on  th-e  enemy 
in  my  front,  by  placing  a  battery  of  long-range  guns,  so  as  to  enfilade 
his  portion  from  across  the  Ohickahominy.  •  Convinced,  from  ir. forma 
tion  received,  and  from  a  personal  reeonnoisance,  that  the*  enemy  were 
about  to  evacuate..  I  Directed  fire  of  the  long-range  guns  attached  to 
'my  command,  to  open  fire  from  the  New  Bridge  road,  on  the  enemy, 
fortified  at  and  near  Goldin^s  house.  General  Toombs  being  in  .ad 
vance,  I  directed  him  to  take  advantage  of  any  positive  retreat  of  the 
enemy,  by  the  occupation,  with  his  left  flank,  of  the  redoubt  at  Mold- 
ing's,  opening  therefrom  upon  the  retreating  foe.  Having  ordered 
Brown's  and  Moody's  batteries  into  position  near  the  overseer's  house, 
and  made  the  necessary  dispositions  of  my  command,  1  went  to  the 
batteries  on  the  road  to  direct  their  fire  and  watch  its  effect. 

Observing  that  the  enemy  retreated  in  disorder  from  o'ir  fire,  I 
despatched  Captain  Thurston,  of  my  staff,  to  .notify  General  Toombs 
of  this  fact,  and  to  order-Brown's  and  Moody-'s  batteries  to  "pen  upon 
the  enemy's  line  to  his  (Toombs')  right,  and  went  myself  to  commu 
nicate  with  General  Magruder.  On 'my  way  to  whom.  Captain  Thurs 
ton  reported  to  me,  that,  upon  delivering  my  message  to  General 
Toombs,  he  had  been  sentry  him  to  order  Colonel  Ainleffinn  to  ad 
vance  to  the  attack,  relying  upon  him  (Topnibs)  for  support ;  that 
Colonel  Anderson  had  at  once  ordered  forward  the  seventh  and  eighth 
Georgia  regiments.  Upon  hearing  this,  and  meeting  General  Magru 
der,  1  reported  it  to  him,  who,  in  consequence  of  an  order  from  Gene 
ral  Lt'e.  just  received  through  Captain  Latrobe,  directed  me  to  coun 
termand  the  movement  at  once.  I  despatched  Captann  Ford,  of  my 
staff,  with  this  order,  but  not  in  time  to  stop  the  engagement,  which 
had  already  begun. 

The  seventh  and  eighth  regiments,  with  that  impetuous  valor  ex 
hibited  on  other  fields,  advanced  rapidly  on  the  enemy  facing  a  hail 
of  grape,  cannister  and  musketry,  and  driving  him  from  his  entrench 
ments  to  the  edge  of  the  "Labor-in-vain"  swamp.  Just  then,  as  Gen 
eral  Toombs  had  ordered  his  regiments  to  advance  in  support,  the 
order  of  recall  was  received,  and  the  seventh  and  eighth  were  with 
drawn  with  much  loss  ;  leaving  the  chivalrous  Lamar  dangerously 
wounded  on  the  field.  (See  Anderson's  report.) 

•  Sunday,  June  29th,  obedient  to  orders  from  General  Magruder,  I 
•advanced  across  the  Labor-in-vain  swamp-.through  the  camps  Lately 
occupied  by  the  enemy,  to  the  neighborhood  of  Fair  Oaks  Station. 
Discovering  there  that  the.onemjrs  pickets  were  a  short  distance  in 
front,  I  directed  Colonel  Anderson  to  advance  the  first  Georgia  regu 
lars,  deployed  as  skirmisher's,  putting  the  remainder  of  his  commanc 
in  line  of  battle,  instructing  General  Toombs  to  form  his  line  on  the 
left,  rear  of  Colonel  Anderson,  and  so  placing  the  two  brigades-  in 
echelon  Meanwhile.the  first  Georgia  regulars  having  advanced  about 
four  hundred  yards,  came  upon  the  enemy's  picket  line,  and  drove  it 
back  to  the  main  body  of  his  rear  guard," which,  was  in  position,  with 
several  pieces  of  artillery,  in  a  field  beyond.  Finding  my  command 
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in  adVanco  of  General  Magruder's  division,  which  was  to  move  on  my 
right,  and  without  support  on  my  left,  General  Jnckson  not  having 
crossed  the  Chickahominy,  I  haired  my  command,  p.nd  directed  Hart's 
battery,  attached  to  Anderson's  brigade,  and  Moorly's  battery,  attached 
to  Toombs'  brigade,  to  reply  to  the  fire  of  theenemv  My  skirmishers 
me:nrtfhile.  keeping  up  a  brisk  exchange  of  (ire.  This  was  continued 
until  he  withdrew.  / 

•On  notification  from  General  Magruder,  I  advanced  until  tn'y  left 
had  passed  Mickly's  farm,  arid  uny  right  had  come  in  view  of  the 
enemy  at  Savage  Station,  whefl  Colonel  Anderson,  by  my  order, 
opened  with  his  artillery,  to  wit :  two  pieces  of  Hart's  battery,  com 
pelling  the  retreat  out  of  view  of  the  enemy's  infantry. 

The  engagement  beginning  on  the  ri^ht,  about  this  time,  I  caused 
Colonel  Anderson  to  change  front  to  the  right,  so«s  to  take*  the  enemy 
in  flank  and  rear,  should  he  advance  on  General  Cobb's  position, 
freely  had  this  disposition  been  made,  when'  orders  were  received 
from  General  Magruder^  through  Lieutenant  Bryan,  a  member  of  ms 
staff,  to  fall  back  to  the-railroad  bridge  with  my  whole  command,  to 
support  the  right  of -his  line.  Two  guides  were  sent  at  the  same  time 
to  conduct  me  to  the  position  designated.  This  order  I  obeyed,  but 
failing  to  find  General  Magruder,  my  men  were  bivouacked  near  th'e 
road  in  a  drenching  rain',  about  ten  o'clock,  P.  M. 

I  cannot  close  my  repgrt  of  this  d;iys'-  operations  without  express 
ing  my  very  great  satisfaction  with  the  admirable  manner  with  which 
the  fir?t  (j;-or<rl:v  regulars  acquitted  itself  of  the  arduous  duties  assigned 
it.  Deployed  in  mil,  as  skirmishers,  ru:arly  the  whole  day,  in  advance 
of  the  entire  division,  it  preserved  its  ttlignroents  through  wootfe  and 
over  every  obstacle,  and  when  ite  immediate  conflict  with  the  enemy, 
behaved  with  a  steadiness,  and  coolness,'  which  exhibited  the  excellency 
of  its  discipline,  the  efficiency  of  its  officers,  and  the  courage  of 'the 
mom  composing  it. 

Monday,  June  30th,  at  eight  o'clock, 'A.  M.,  according  to  orders,  I 
marched  with  my  command  to  General  Longstreet's  position,  beyond 
New  Market,  on  the  Darby  town  road,  a  march  of  over  eighteen  hours 
duration,  reaching  and  occupying  the  field  of  Monday's  battles  .with 
my  exhausted  troops,  between  two  and  three  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  Tues 
day,  July  fir.-'t. 

About'  seven  o'clock,  A.  M  ,  by  direction  of  General  Magrudei*,  my 
command,  in  conjunction  with  other  troops,  advanced  as  far  as  the 
Willis  church  road,  where  many  prisoners  were  captured.  In  obe 
dience  to  orders,  about  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  rny  troops  were  withdrawn 
from  this  position,  marched  back  on  the  Darbytown  road  some*  three 
or  four  mlies,  counter-marched,  and  finally  halted  some  two  miles  in 
rear  of-  the  position-  occupied  in  the  morning.  Between  two  and  three 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  under  orders  from  M:ijor  General  Lorigstreet,  Colonel 
Anderson's  brigade  was  placed  in  position  on. the  right  of  the  road 
leading. to  Crews'  farm,  and  immediately  in  rear»of  the  position  occu 
pied  by  General  Cobb.  General  Toombs  was  stationed  to  the  right, 
and  rear  of  Colonel  Anderson.  Jn  an  hour  or  two,  under  orders  from 
General  Magruder,  sent  through  Captain  Coward,  of  my  staff,  Colonel 
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Anderson  was  advanced  to  the  position  of  General  Cobb,  who' hail  just 
gone  to  the  support  of  General  Armistead— -General  Toombs  occu 
py  ing  Colonel  Anderson's  position.  Hardly  was  this  change  made, 
•when  Anderson  was  ordered  by  Generrl  Magruder  to  the-  support  of 
General  Cobb.  Having  no  instructions  to  the  contrary.  Colonel  An 
derson  advanced  upon  the  front  occupied  by  General  Cobb  over  broken 
ground,  and  into  a  dense  swamp.  Under  orders  from  Greneral  Magru 
der  and  direction  ef  Captain  Coward,  the  brigade  changed  front  to  the 
'left,  and  advanced  in  line-of-battle  through  the  swamp,  followed  closely 
by  that  of  General  Coombs,  who  too*  position  upon,  his  (Anderson's) 
left, --and,  under  repeated  orders  from  General  .Magruder,  both  bri 
gades  were  hurried  through  the  swamp,  the  difficulties  of -which,  or 
the  fearful  fire  of  the  enemy,  cannot  be  exaggerated.  Owing  to  less 
distance,  General  Toombs  reached  the  plateau  first,  and  advanced 
directljf  towards  the  enemy's  batteries  in*open  view,  some  six  or  seven 
hundred  yards  ahead,  and'  slightly  to  the  left.  To  that  point -every 
thing  tended,  my  own'comrnand,  us  well  as  others  already  en  the  field, 
soon  bringing  the  different  troops  in  contact ;  and,  under  the  terrific  fire 
of  the  enemy,  partial  confusion  ensued,  to  avoid  which,  and  erroneously 
thinking  I  had  so  ordered  it,  Toombs'  brigade  obliqued  10  the  loft., 
crossed  the  road,  ge'tting  out  of  my  control.  These  movements  had 
been  made  under  a  murderous  fire;  which  these  brave  troops  endured 
without  the  opportunity  of  return fng  a  shot.  For  the  further  move 
ments  of  this  brigade  I  have  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  General 
ToomVjS  herewith  enclosed.  Colonel  Anderson  coming  up  in  line 
with,  and  to  the  right  of,  General  fJoombs,  struck  the  ridge  at  a  point 
where  it  fell  rapidly  away  from  his  front  towards  the.  right,  causing 
the  two  regiments  on  his  left  to  mount  the  ridge, 'while  the  balance  of 
his  brigade  was  in  the  bottom.  To  remedy  this,  and  t'o  advance  with 
his  whole  command  in  lime,  ho  halted  and  retired  the  two  regiments 
•in  advance,  so  as  te  bring  his  brigade  parallel  with  the  edge  of  the 
plateau.  Before  this  change  of  front  was  completed,  three  of  his 
regiments  mistaking  seme  order  for  that  to  advance,  rushed  forward, 
Doming  under  a  deadly  cross  fire  of  artillery,  and  suffering  severs 'loss. 
Night  had  now  closed  in,  and  convinced  that  further  attempts  wo%ld 
be  unavailing,  this  command  was  kept  under  the  "crest,  in  order  to 
repel  any  advance  of  the  enemy.  Remaining  in  this  position  jintil 
about  eleven  o'clock,  and  there  feeing  no  water  con venierft  to  the  men, 
in  the  absence  of  other  Instructions,  I  withdrew  the  cojn'mand  to  the 
position  occupied  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  action. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  brave 
and  soldierly  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command.  Es 
pecially  are  my  thanks  due. for  prompt,  cheerful  and  efficient  service, 
to  the  members  of  my  staff.,  Captain  Coward,  A.  A.  General,  who  ren 
dered  valuable  assistance  to  me  throughout  and  in  Tuesday's  battle, 
most  gallantly  ^went  into  action  In  lead.  Captain  Latrobe,  A.  A.  and 
I;  General,  Captain  Ford,  aid-de-camp,  and  Captains  Thurstbn  and 
Jones,  veluntee*  aids,  the  former,  (Captain  Thurston,)  in  charge  of 
ordnance  trains,  displayed  courage  and  coolness,  Captain  Ford  accom 
panying  a  portion  of  my  command  in  the  charge  on  Tuesday. 
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Lieutenant  .Campbell,  engineer  officer,  attached  to  my  staff,  superin 
tended  the  construction  of  the  works  around  Mrs.  Price's  house,  was 
indefatigable  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  accompanying  Toombs* 
brigade  in  its  charge  on  Tuesday.  Major  Garrett,  my  chief  of  artil- 
lery,  wa^  most  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  his  important  duties. 
Captain  DeSaigle,  when  not  necessarily  absent  in  discharge  of  his  duties 
as  division  quaYtermaster,  was  of  much  servfce  to  me  as  an  aid. 

Major   Haskell,   division    commissary,   volunteered,    with  Captain 
Latrobe,  to  carry  to-General  Longstreet,   across   the   Chickahominy,' 
information  of  the  position  of  the  <niemy,  on  Friday  the  27th  j  remain 
ing  with  that  General,,  at  his  suggestion,  he  fell  dangerously  wounded 
while  heading  a  regiment  to  the  charge.  .  # 

Surgeon  Barksdale,  division  surgeon,  for  the  prompt  and  efficient 
management  of  all  pertaining  to  his  department,  deserves  all  praise. 

The  casualties  in  my  command  are  as  follows  :' 

In  infantry — killed  100;   wounded  697  ;  missing  21. 

In  artillery — killed  3  ;   wounded  1 1 . 

For  a  detailed  list  of  casualties,  I  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  report. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Captain, 

.Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  R.  JONES,  . 
•  Brigadier  General  commanding. 


REPORT 'OF  GENERAL  A.  *P.  HILL  OF  BATTLES  AROUND 

RICHMOND. 

HEADQUARTERS  I.JGHT  DIVISION,   March   5,    1863. 

Brigadier  General  R.  IT.  CHILTON,  •  • 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

GENERAL  :  I  send  you  iny  report  of  the  battles  cf  the  Chickahominy, 
with  an  apology  for  so  long  delaying  it.  The  report  of  .General 
Gregg  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  yet,  but  will  have  it  in  a  day  or 
.two,  when  I  will  send  it  up. 

Respectfully, 

%      •  A.  P.  HILL,  Major  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  LIGHT  DIVISION,  > . . 
Camp  Gregg,  February  28,  1863.      J 

Brigadier  General  R.  H.  CHILTON, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 'report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Ifght  division  in  the  battles  of  the  Chickahominy: 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  the  General  commanding,  on 
Wednesday  night,  the  25th  of  June,  I  concentrated  my  division  near 
the  Meadow  Bridge,  viz  :  tho  brigades  of  J.  R.  Anderson,  Gregg, 
Field,  Pender  and  Archer — the  brigade «of  General  Branch  having 
been  directed  to  move  to  the  bridge  some  seven  miles  above,  where 
the  Brooke  turnpike  crosses  tta  Chickahoirmiy  ;  the  batteries  of  Brax- 
ton,  Andrews,' Pegram,  Crensliaw,  Mclntosh,  Bachman  and  Johnson, 
with  five  extra  horses  to  each  gun — Johnson's  battery  accompanied 
Branch — in  all,  about  fourteen  thousand  men.  The  brigades  and 
batteries  were  entirely  concealed  from  the  view  of  the. enemy.  My 
orders  were,  that  General  Jackson,  moving  down  from  Ashland,  would 
inform  General  Branch  of  his  near  approach.  As  soon  as  Jackson 
crossed  the  Central  railroad,  Branch  was  to  cross  the  Chickahominy, 
and,  taking  the  river  road,  push  041  and  clear  the  Meadow  bridge.  This 
done,  1  was  to  cross  at  Meadow  bridge,  and,  sweeping  down  to  Me- 
chanicsville,  to  open  the  way  for  General  Longs-treet.  It  was  expected 
that  General  Jackson  wquld  be  in  the  position  assigned  him  at  ''  carry 
dawn,"  and  all  my  preparations  were  made  with  a  view  of  moving 
early.  General  Branch  did  not,  however,  receive  intelligence  from 
General  Jackson  until  about  ten  o'clock,  when  he  immediately  crossed 
and  proceeded  to  carry  out  his  instructions.  He  was  delayed  by  the 
enemy's  skirmishers,  and  advanced  but  slowly.  Three  o'clock  having 
arrived,  and  no  intelligence  from  Jackson  or  Branch,  I  determined  to 
cross  at  once,  rather  than  hazard  the  failure  of  the  whole  plan  by 
longer  deferring  it.  General  Bield,  already  selected  for  the  advance, 
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being  m  readiness,  seized  the  bridge,  and  the  fortieth  Virginia,. 
Colonel  Brock  en  bro  ugh,  leading,  .hi^  brigade  passed-  ove;-,  meeting 
but  slight  opposition,  the  enemy  failing  back  to  Mechanicsville.  The 
division  .being  safely  over.  Anderson  and  Archer  followed.  Field, 
•Gregg  and  Fender,  turned  short  to  the  right,  and  moved  through  the 
field**,  to  co-operate  on  the  right,  of  the  first  o.diunn. 

Beaver  Dam  creek,  curves  around  Mechanics  villo,  the  -high  ba*nks 
being  on  the  north  side,  and  in  possession  of  the  enemy:  This  naturally 
str.ong  line  of  defence  had  been  made  very  much  stronger  by  rifle-pita 
and  earthen  e'paulementsfor  guns.  The  enemy  opened  a  concentrated 
fire  of  artillery  on  the  head  of  Field's  column,  who,  throwing  his 
brigade  into  line  of  battle,  with  Pograra  in  the  centre,  steadily  ad 
vancing,  drove  the  enemy  from  Mechanicsville.  Anderson  was 
ordered  to  make  a  flank  movement  to  the  left,  and  take  in  reverse  a 
battery  which  was  spiteful  in  its  activity/  while  MeJnto~h  was  sent 
forward  to  attract  its  attention,  and  keep  it  employed.  Archer  was 
moved  up  to  the  support  af  %Id,  and  formed  in  line  on- his  (Field's)  left, 
with  his  own  left  resting*on  the  turnpike — Braxton  being  sent  to  the 
assistance  of  Mclntosh.  Gregg  and  Fender  approached  the  village 
in  line  of  battle,  ov*er  the  hiils  and  open  fields,  from  the  direction  of 
the  road.  Field  having  driven  the  enemy  from  the  village  and  its 
surroundings,  across  Beaver  Dam  creek  to  his  stronghold,  Fender  was 
ordered  to  support  these  brigades  already  engaged,  and  to  take  peti 
tion  on  the  right  of  Field.  This  was  gallantly  dpne,  in  the  face  of  a 
murderous  fire.  Andrews  galloped"  up  to  the  assistance  of  Pegnim. 
The  battle  now  raged  furiousJy  along  my  whole  line.  The  artillery 
fire  from  the  enemy  was  terrific.  Their  positions  along  Beaver  Dam 
creek  was  too  strong  to  be  carried  by*  a  direct  attack,  without  heavy 
loss;  arid  expecting  every  moireut  to  hear  Jackson's  guns  on  my  left 
and  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  T  forbore  to  order  the  storming  of  their 
lines.  General  Branch  'having  corno%up,  was  ordered  forward  as  a 
support  to  the  brigades  already  engaged,  an;l  Johnsor/'s  battery  took 
position  near  .Mclntosh  and  Braxton.  Gregg  was  held  in  reserve 
near  Mechanicsville.  The  thirty-eighth  North  Carolina,  Colonel 
Role,  and  t?he  thirty-fourth  North  Carolina,  Coloiud  Riddick,  of 
Fender's  .  brigade,  made  a  gallant  but  abortive  fifte-npt  TO  force- a 
crossing.  Meeting  General  Bipley,  who  had  crowed  his  brigade  at 
the  Mechanicsville  bridge,  [  requested  him  to  turn  the  enemy'i  left 
lower  down  the  creek.  This  was  gutfantly  attempted,  but  failed 
wi.th  heavy  loss.'  Anderson,  with  the  thirty.- fifth  Georgia,  Colonel 
E.  L.  Thomas,  leading,  had-  moved  as  heretofore  directed.- and  en 
countering  the  enemy,  drove  them  back  ;  and  Colonel  Thomas,  with 
his  regiment,  crossed  {he  creek,  and  gained  an  admirable  position  for 
charging  the  enemy's  batteries.  The  fourteenth  Georgia,  Lieutenant 
Colonel*  Folsome-,  .pushed  forward  to  his  support,  but  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Folsotne  being  stricken  do*n,  the  regiment  lost  his  gallant 
leading,  and  but  few  crossed.  Colonel  Thomas  held  his  own  until  the 
battle  closed,  when,  he  withdrew,  and  joined  his  bridgade,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  creek.  The  battle  ceased  about  nine  o'clock,  Tny  brigade 
resting  along  the  creek,  the  object*of  this  n-i^c'r,  ray  c^ir'r^  tlw> 
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way  for  Longstreet,  having  boen  justly  accomplished.  It  was  never 
contemplated  that  my  division  alone  should  have  sustained  the  shock 
of  this  battle';  but  such  was  the  case,  and  the  only  assistance  received 
was  from  Ripley.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Johnson,  commanding  nine 
teenth  Georgia-,  and  Major  Bronaugh,  Park  battalion,  were  killed, 
and 'Colonels  Stnrke,  Connor,  Iloke,  Thomas,  A.  J.  Lane,  and  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel  Folsome-and  Captain  Varidigraff,  commanding  fifth 
Alabama  battajion,  wounded.  . 

COLD  HARBOR. 

.  _  • 

The  morning  of  the  27th,  before  dawn,  the  enemy  again  opened  a 
rapid  fire  cf  artillery,  it  being  directed  principally  to  the  village  of 
Mechanicsville.     My  division  was  directly  under  arms.    This  shelling 
having  continued  some   hour  or  more,  I  was  directed  by  General  Lee 
to.  take  the  route   to   Games'  Mill.     Gregg's   brigade  was  put  in  ad 
vance.     It  was  soon  found  that  the  enemy  had  retired  from  his  lines 
along  Beaver  Dam  creek,  two  companies  from  Gregg's  brigade  having 
handsomely  dashed  across  and  cleared  the  pits  of  the  few  men  left  as 
a  blind.     Tb$  evidences  of  precipitate  .retreat  were  palpable  all  along 
the  route.   Arriving* at  the  creek,  upon  which  Gainea*  Mill  is  located, 
half  mile  from   Cold  -Harbor,  the  enemy  were   discovered   upon  the" 
opposite  bank.     Gregg's  brgade  was  at  once  thrown  in  line  of  battle, 
and  the  skirmishers  directed  to.  effect -a  lodgment.     Andrews'  battery 
was   brought  up,  and   the  woods   opposite   vigorously   shelled.     Tho 
skirmishers,  rushing  forward,  cleared'tbe  crossing,  and  Gregg  imme 
diately  filed  his  brigade  across,  forming  line  successively  as  each  regi 
ment  crossed.  His  whole  brigade  being' over,  he  made  the  Jiandsomest 
charge,  in  line,  1  have  seen  during  the  war.   The  enemy  were  pressed, 
and  the  General  sent  me  word  that  he  had  brought  the  enemy  to  bay, 
and  that  they  were  in  fftrce  in  .hi-  front,  and  requested  permission  to 
attack.      This,  was   refused,  .however,  and   he  was   directed   to  await 
orders  from   me.     Branch   was    ordered   up   and   formed   on    Gregg's 
right.     Fender   having  cleared   my  right  flank,  to  which   service  he 
had  been  assigned,  Archer  was  sent  to  relieve  him,  thus  pufoing'him, 
(Archer,)  on  my  extreme  right      Anderson  w?is  formed   on  Branch's 
right  and   Field   again   on   his   right,  and   connecting   with  .Arc  :er. 
Crenshaw  ami  "Johnson  were  brought  into  battery  on  the  left,  of  "the 
road  and  in  rear  of  Gregg's  line.     I  had  delayed  the  attack  until  I 
could  hear   from   General   Longstreet,   and,  this   now.  occurring,,  the 
order  was  given.     This  \\as  about  half-past  two,  P.  M.     Gregg,  then 
Branch    and    then    Anderson,,  successively,    be-came    engaged.     The 
incessant   roar   ct  musketry  and   deep   thunder,  of  the   artillery,  told 
that  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  was  in.  my  front.   'Branch  becoming 
hard  pressed,  Fender  was  sent  to  his  relief.     Field  and  Archer 'were 
also  directed  to  do  their  part  in  this  murderous  contest.     Braxton's 
artillery,  accompanying  Archer,  had  already  opened.     They  were  or- 
dered*to  turn  the  enemy's  left.  These  two  brigades,  under  their  heroic 
leaders,  moving  across  the  open  field  met  the  enemy  behind. an  abattis 
and  strong  cntrencbiport  at  the  base  of  a  Iqpg  wooded  hill,  trie  enemy 
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being  in  three  lines  on  the  side  of  this  declivity,  its  crest  falling  off  . 
into  a  plateau  and  this  plateau  studded  with  guns.  My  front -now 
presented  a  curved  line,  its  convexity  towards  the  enemy:  Desperate 
but  unavailing  attempts  were  made  to  force  the  enemy's  position.  The 
fourteenth  South  Carolina,  Colonel  McGowan,  (having  hurried  up 
from  picket  duty  on  the  other  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  and  arriving 
in  the  thick  of  the  fight,)  on  the  extreme .  left,  made  several  daring 
charges.  The  sixteenth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  McElroy,  and 
twenty-second,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gray,  at  one  time  carried  the  crest 
of  the«bill,  and  were  in  the  enemy's  camp,  but  were  driven  back  by 
overwhelming  numbers.  The  thirty-fifth  Georgia,  Colotiel  Thomas, 
also  drove  through  the  enemy's  lines  like  a  wedge,  but  it  was  all  of  no 
avail.  Gregg  and  Branch  fought  with  varying  success,  Gregg  Imving 
before  him  the  vaunted  Zouaves  and  Sykes'  .regulars.  Fender's 
brigade  was  Bufferring  heavily,  but  stubbornly  held  its  oivn.  Field 
and  Archer  met  a  withering  storm  of  bullets,  but  pressed  on  to  within 
a  short  distance  of  the  enemy's  works,  but  the  storm  was  too  fierce 
for  such  a  handful  or  men.  They  recoiled  and  were  again  pressed  to 
the  charge,  but  with  no  better  success.  These  brave  men  had  done  all 
that  any  brave  soldiers  couM  do.  Directing  their  men  tf  lie  down,  the 
fight  was  continued,  and  help  awaited.  Frojn  having  been  the 
•attacking  I  now  became  the  attacked,  but  stubbornly,  gallantly  was 
the  ground  held.  My  division  was  thus  engaged  full  two  hours  before 
assistance  was  received.  We  failed  to  carry  the  enemy's  lines,  but 
we  paved  the  way  for  the  successful  attack  afterwards,  and  in  which 
attacks  it  was  necessary  to  employ  the  whole  of  our  army  that  side 
the  Chickahominy.  About  four  o'clock,  reinforcements  came  up  on 
my  right  from  General  Longstreet,  arid  later,  Jackson's  men  on  my 
right'and  centre,  and  my  division  was  relieved  of  the  weight  of  trie 
contest.  It  was  then  continued  on  more  equal,  terms,  and  finally  the 
extreme  left  of  the  enerm's  line  was  most  gallantly  carried  by  Mo-id. 
Aov-ut  seven  o'clock,  the  General  in-Chief,  in  person,  gave  im*  mi 
order  to  advance  my  whole  line,  ami  to  communicate  this  order  as  far 
as  I  could  to  all  commanders  of  troops.  This  was  done,  and  a  general 
advance  "being  made,  the  enemy  were  swept  from  the  field,  and  the 
pursuit  only  stopped  by  nightfall,  and  the  exhaustion  of  our  troops. 
'The  batterie^  of  Crenshaw,  Johnson,  Braxton  and  Pegvam  were 
actively  engaged.  Orenshaw  pretty  well  knocked  to  pieces.  Pegrain, 
with  indomitable  energy  arid  eagerness  of  purpose,  though  having 
lost  fjrty-seven  men  and  many  horses  at  Mechanicsville,  had  put  his 
battery  in  condition  for  this  fignt  also. 

. 

FRAZIER'S  FARM. 

Sunday,  the   29th,  having  been    placed    under  the  orders  of  Major 
General  Longstreet,  I  recrossedthc  Chickahominy,  Longstreet'sdivis 
ion  leading. 

On  Monday,  30th,  arrived  in  about  one  mile  of  the  cross  made  by 
the  Long  Bridge  road  and  the  Quaker  road,  near  Frazier's  farm.  The 
enemy  were  retreating  along  the  Quaker  road.  My  division  was 
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halted,  my  field  hospitals  established,  and  brigades   closed   up.     The 
division  of  General  Longstreet,  now  commanded. by  Brigadier  General 
R.  II.  Anderson,  was  in  line  of  battle  some   three-quarters  of  a  mile 
in  advance  of  mine.     The  staff  officer  of  General   Longstreet  at  this 
time  delivered  me  an  order  to  take  the  command  on  the  field.     I  did 
so,  and  reporting  to  General   Anderson   that  such  was   the  case,  we 
rode  over  the  ground  and  made  such   dispositions  as  were  necessary. 
Before  the  battle  opened,  Getferal  Longstreet  returned   and  resumed 
the  command.     The  fight  commenced  by  fire   from   the  enemy's  artil 
lery,  which  swept  down  the*  road    and  from  which  his  Excellency  the 
President  narrowly  escaped  acciderit.     The  battle  had  continued  some 4 
little   time,    when    1    received    an    order   from    General    Longstreet, 
through  Captain  Fairfax,  to  send  a  brigade  to   the  left  to  the  support 
of  Generals  Pryor,   Featherstone,    and    others.     Greneral  Gregg  was 
.detached  tfn  this  service  and  guided  by  Captain  Fairfax.     The  tire  be 
coming  very  heavy,  I  was  ordered  forward  with  my  division.   Branch's 
brigade  took   the  route1,  and,   with  springing  steps,  pressed  forward. 
Arriving  upon  open  ground,  he  formed   his   line  and   moved  to   the 
support  of  the  troops  engaged  in  his  front.     Field   and  Pender  were 
successively  thrown  forward.     Field  pressed  forward  with  such  ardor 
that  he  passed  far  in  front  of  my  whole  line.     The  sixtieth  Virginia, 
Colonel  Starke,  and  fifty-fifth,  Colonel  Mallory,  charged  and  captured 
two  batteries  of  Napoleon  guns,   and   the   sixtieth    crossed    bayonets 
with  the  enemy,    who  obstinately  contested   the   possession  of  these 
guns.     General  Pender,  moving  up  to  the  support  of  Field,  found  that 
he  had  penetrated  so   far  in    advance   that   the   enemy   were  between 
himself  and   Field.      A   regiment   of    Federals,   moving   across    his 
front  and  exposing  their  flank,   were   scattered  by  a,  volley.      Pender 
continued  to  move  forward,  driving  off  a  battery  of  rifled  pieces.   The 
forty-seventh  Virginia,    Colonel    Mayo,  having    gotten  possession  of 
a  battery,  turned  its  guns  on  the  enemy  and  thereby  greatly  assisted 
Gregg,  who.  was  hotly  engaged   on   the  left.     To  this  regiment  also 
belongs  the  honor  .of  capturing  Major  General  McCall.     The  brigade 
of  Gerural  Featherstone  having  become  very  much  scattered  and  been 
forced  back,  Colonel  McGowanj  with   the  fourteenth  Soutb  Carolina, 
retrieved  our  ground.     On  our  extreme   right  matters  seemed  to  be 
goiug  badly.     Two  brigades  of  Longstreet's  division  had  been  roughly 
handled  and  had  fallen  back.    Archer  was  brought  up  and  sent  in,  and, 
in  his  shirt-sleeves,  leading  his  gallant  brigade,  affairs  were  soon  re 
stored  in  that  quarter.     About  dark  the  enemy  were  pressing  us  hard 
along  our  whole  line,  and  my  hist  reserve,  General  J.    R.  Anderson,  ( 
with  his  Georgia  brigade,  was  directed   to  advance  cautiously  and  be 
careful  not  to  fire  on  our  friends.     His  brigade  was  formed  in  line- 
two  regiments  on  each    side  of  the   road — «nd,  obeying  my  instruc 
tions  to  the    letter,  received  the  fire   of  the  enemy  at   seventy  paces, 
before  engaging  them.    'Heavy    reinforcements   to    the    enemy    were 
brought  up  at  this  time,  and  it  seemed  that  a  tremendous  effort  was 
being  made  to  turn  the   fortunes  of  the   battle.     The  volume  of  fire 
that,  approaching,  rolled    along   the    line  was  terrific.     Seeing  some 
troops  of  Wilcox's  brigade  who  had  rallied,  with  the  assistance  of  Lieu- 
12  . 
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tenant  Chamberlaine  and  othermerabers  of  rny  staff,  they  were. rapidly 
formed,  and  being  directed  to  cheer  long  and  loudly,  moved  again  to 
the  fight.  This  seemed  to  end  the  contest,  for  in  less  than  five  min- 
tites  all  firing  ceased  and  the  enemy  retired.  My  brigade  jested  upon 
the  battle-ground  until  relieved  near  dawn  by  .Major  General  Magru- 
der. 

The  trophies  of  my  division  this  day  were*fourteen  pieces  of. artil 
lery  and  two  stands  of  colors.. 

The  next  evening  was  fought  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill.  Finding 
that  General  Magruder  needed  assistance,  I  sent  two  brigades — 
Branch's  and  Thomas',  (Anderson's.)  They  were,  however,  not  ac 
tively  engaged.  My  division,  however,  was  placed  in  line  of  battle 
near  the  scene  of  action  and  under  lire,  but  passive. 

In  this  series  of^battles,  in  which  my  troops  so  well  did  their  part, 
I  beg  leuve  to  remind  the  General-in-Chief  that  three  of  my  brigades 
ha  1  never  before  been  under  fire.  Two  of  my  batteries,  Pegram's 
and  Davidson's,  (the  latter  having  just  been  ordered  up  from  my 
camp.)  were  engaged  at  Malvern  Hill,  and  for  two  hours  each  nobly 
did  their  work,  as  their  battered  condition  and  many  casualties  sadly 
attested.* 

Among  the  general  and  field  officers  killed  and  wounded  during 
these- battles  are  Colonels  Campbell,  C.  C.  Lee;  Lieutenant  Colonels 
Johnson,  Smith,  Green,  Shackelfonl  ;  Majors  Bronaugh,  Burke,  and 
•McLaughlin,  killed,  and  Brigadier  Genera*ls  J.  R.  Anderson  and 
Fender,  Colonels  W.  J.  Hoke,  Riddick,  Connor,  McGowan,  Goodner, 
«  Cowan,  A.  J.  Lane,  J.  II.  Lane,  Thomas,  Hardeman,  and  Starke  ; 
Lieutenant  Colonels  Folsom,  Simmons,  Barber,  Christian,  II.  H. 
Walker,  Howard,  and  Majors  Fite,  Livingstone,  Hickerson,  and  Grice, 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman,  of  the  artillery,  daring  the 
absence  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  II.  L.  Walker,  from  sickness,  acted  as 
my  Chief  of  Artillery,  and  with  energy  and  efficiency.  The  gallantry 
of  Lieutenant  Chamberlaine,  the  adjutant,  was  conspicuous  .The 
members  of  my  staff — Major  R  C.  Morgan,  A.  A.  General;  Major 
J.  G.  Field,  A.  Q.  M.  ;  Major.E.  B.  Hill,  Division  Commissary  ;  Ma 
jor  J.  M.  Daniel,  Volunteer  A.  D.  @.,  (wounded  severely  at  Cold 
,  Harbor  ;)  Captain  Adams,  signal  officer,  serving  on  my  personal  staff; 
my  aides-de-camp,  Ljeutenarits  F.  T.  Hill  and  Murray  Taylor,  arid 
Captain  Douglass,  rny  chief  engineer  officer — were  all  gallant  and- 
zealous  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Surgeon  Watson,  Medical 
Director,  made  efficient  arrangements  for  the  care  of  the  wounded. 
.The  ambulance  corps  and  drivers  dfcserve  especial  mention  for  their- 
active  and  untiring  exertions  in  bringing  off  the  wounded.  Especial 
mention  for-conspicuous  gallantry  is  made  of  the  following  officers  : 
Colonels  Starke,  Mallory,, McGowan,  Thomas,  Riddick,  Barnes.  Ham 
ilton,  Hoke,  J.  H.  Lane,  Cowan  ;  Lieutenant  Colonels  Folsom,  Gray, 
McElroy,  Simpson,  H.  H.  Walker;  Majors  C.  C.  Cole,  Vandegraff; 
Lieutenants  Young,  Norwood,  Crittenden,  Bryan,  Haskell,  Shotwell, 
thirty-fourth  North*  Carolina ;  Captains  Collins,  engineer;  and  of  the 
the  artillery,  Pegram,  Davidson,  Braxton,  Crenshaw,  Andrews,  Mc- 
Intosh,  and  Lieutenant'. Fit'zhugh,  and  Sergeant  J.  N.  Williams.  Ser- 
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,  geant  Major  6f  nineteenth  Georgia  regiment,  Captain  Wright  and 
his  company  of  cavalry,  from  Cobb's  legion,  acting  as  my  escort,  were 
of  great  service  to  me,  and  by  my  permission,  made  a  gallant  charge 
upon  a  body  of  the  enemy's  infantry.  There  are  many  cases  of  in 
dividual  daring,  both  among  officers  and  men,  and  I  regret  that  I  do 
not  know  their  names. 

Tliis  report  being  made  out  so  long  after  the  events  transpired  is 
not,  of  course,  so  perfect  as  I  would  desire,  and  injustice  may  be  dona 
officers  and  regiments.  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  accompanying 
brigade  reports  for  details.  I  append  also  a  statement  of  the  loss 
.sustaifce'd  by  the  light  division  in  the  battles  around  Richmond. 

LOSS  •sustained  by  the    Light   Division,    J^fajor  General   A.  P.  Hill,  on 
the^  ZGth,  27th,  and  30*A   June,  and  1st  My,   1862. 

i 

Killed.  Wounded. 

Brigadier  Generals,        *.*; ..  2 

Colonels,       -              -  -             -             2  10 

«    Lieutenant  Colonels,  3  •  9 

Majors,  3  '  6 

Captains,  -            ••»                  10  66 

Lieutenants,                           -  32  138 

Non-commissioned  officers,  94  428 

Privates,*    -  475  2,592 

Total,     <^*:i         -  'V  619  3,251 

619 

Grand  total,  3,870 

•  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
.*  ,    V"  Your  ooebient  servant, 

•   A.  P.  HILL,  Major  General, 


GEN.  D.  JI.    HILL'S   REPORT    OF   OPERATIONS   AROUNI> 

RICHMOND. 

HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION. 

Captain  A.  S;  PENDLETON,  A.  A.  G.: 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
my  division  in  the  engagements  around  Richmond,  which  resulted  in 
lifting  the  Young  Napoleon  from  his  entrenchments  around  that  city, 
and  setting  him  down  on  the  banks  of  the  James  river,  twenty-five 
miles  further  off,  ^ith  a  lose  of  fifty-one  pieces  of  artillery,  twenty - 
seven  thousand  stand  of  arms- and  ten  thousand  prisoners. 

Oif  the  Joth  of  June,  my  division  constituted  the  supporting  fprce 
to  a  portion  of  the  brigades  of  Generals  Wright  and  Ransom,  which 
were  engaged  with  the  Yankees  near  King's  School'  House  on  the 
Williamsburg  road.  We  were  exposed  all  day  .to  an  artillery  fire,  but 
with  little  loss.  We  marched  that  night  through*  the  mud  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  Mechanicsville  bridge,  and  there  awaited  the  advance 
of  Major  Generals  Jackson  and  A.  J?.  Hill.  The  plan  of  operations 
was,  for  the  former  officer  to  come  down  by  the  way  of  Hanover 
Junction,  and  get  in  the  rear  of  Mechanicsville,  so  as  to  unmask  the 
bridge  opposke  it  and  enable  my  division  to  cross  over,  followed  by 
that  of -Major  General  Lotigstreet.  To  the  four  divisions  of  Generals 
Longstreet,  Jackson,  A.  P.  Hill  and  myself,  was  entrusted  the  task 
of  turning  the  right  flank  of  the  Yankee  army. 

Atiout  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  of  the  26th  of  June,  the  firing 
commenced  at  Meadow  Bridge,  ajid  was  followed  by  the  rapid  running 
of  the  Yankees  towards  Mechanicsville  My  division  was  put  in 
motion  and  crossed  the  Chicknhominy^after  a  little  delay  in  repairing 
the  bridge.  General  A.  P.  Hill  was  then  hotly  engaged  about  the 
town,  and  my  leading  brigade  (Ripley's)  was  pushed  forward  to  his 
support.  The  Yankees  were  beginning  to  retreat  across  the  creek 
(Beaver  Dam,)  towards  Ellison's  Mill,  but  their  artillery  was  still  on 
the  plain  on  this  side.  The  three  batteries  of  Jones'  battalion,  of 
my  division,  and  Hardaway's  battery  and  Bondurant's,  were  brought 
into  action  and  drove  the  Yankee  artillery  off  the  field.  In,  the 
meantime  I  had  received  several  messages  from  General  Lee,  and  one 
from  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  send  forward  a 
brigade.  In  advancing  this,  brigade,  I  met  General  Pender,  whose 
brigade  had  just  been  roughly  handled,  who  told  me  that  with  the  as 
sistance  of  two  regiments  of  Ripley's  brigade,  he  could  turn  the 
position  at  Ellison's  Mill  by  the  right,  while  tVo  regiments  Should 
advance  in  front.  Brigadier  General  Ripley  was  directed  to  co 
operate  with  General .  Pender,  and  the  attack  was  made  aboA  dark. 
The  enemy  had  entrenchments  of  great  strength  and  development  on 
the  other  side  of  Beaver  Dam,  ahd  had  the  banks  Imed  with%is  mag. 
nificent  artillery.  The  approach  was  over  an  open  plain  exposed  to  a 
murderous  fire  of  all  arms,  and  an  almost  impassable  stream  was  to  be 
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crossed.  The  result  was,  as  might  have  been  anticipated,  a  disastrous 
and  bloody  repulse.  Nearly  every  field  officer  in  the  brigad-e  was 
killed  or  wounded,  and  a  large  number  of  officers  of  all  grades  were 
equally  unfortunate.  Those-  hero --martyrs,  Colonel*  Stokes,  of  the  1st 
North  Carolina  regiment,  and  Colonel  Robert  A.  Smith,  44th  Georgia, 
deserve'  more  than  a  passing  notice.  The  former  had  served  with 
credit  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  was  widely  and  favorably  known  in 
his  own  State,  The  latter,  though  in  feeble  health  and  scarcely  able 
to  walk,  insisted  upon  being  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  and  attracted 
my  particular  attention  by  his  gallantry.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Estes, 
of  the  44th,. was  severely  Grounded,  and  twe  captains,  ten  lieutenants 
and  three  hutidred  and  twenty-one  privates  were  killed  and  wounded 
in'  this,  regiment.  Of  the  1st  North.  Carolina  regiment,  Colonel 
Stokes  and  Major  Skinner,  six  captains  and  the  adjutantwere  killed, 
and  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  privates  were  killed  and  wo»cded. 
These  two^egiments  (never  before  under  fire)  were*badly  demoralized, 
and  scarcely  preserve^  their  organization  in  the  subsequent  opera 
tions.  Captain  N.  A.  Brown,  of  the  1st  J^orth  Carolina  regiment, 
and  Captains  Beck  and  Lumpkin,  of  the  44th  Georgia,  rallied  the 
fragments  of  their  commands  and  are  handsomely  spoken  of  by 
Brigadier  General  Ripley.  The*3d  North  Carolina  regiment,  and  the 
48th  Georgia,  were  less  exposed  than  the  other  two  regiments  of 
Ripley's  brigade,  and,  in  conse'quence,  suffered  less  severely;  but  Major 
'Savage,  of  the  3d  North  Carolina,-  fell,  badly  wounded.  The  batteries 
of  Captain  Rhe.tt  and  Captain  Hardaway,  were  particularly  distin 
guished  in  Ibis  engagement. 

The  division  slept  on  the  field  that  night.  About  9,  P.  M.,  I  re 
ceived  an  order  from  General  Lee,  to  co-operate  with  Major  General 
Jackson,  on  the  Cold  Harbor  road,  goin^by  way  of  Bethesda  church. 
The  route  we  had  to  take,  was  found'  at  daylight,  to  be  held  by  the 
enemy  in  force  with  strong  entrenchments,  mounted  with  artillery. 
I  sent  the  brigades  of  Garland  and  Anderson,  to  the  left  to  turn  the 
position,  while  my  other  three  brigades  and  all  the  division  artillery, 
were  kept  on  the  main  road  ready  to  advance  when  the  rear  of  the  works 
were  gained.  The  Yankees  abandoned  their  earthworks,  when  Gar 
land  and  Anderson  gained  their  rear,  and  t{ie  whole  division  moved 
on.  The  shorter  road,  upon  which  Major  General  Jackson  marched, 
being  obstructed,  he  was  compelled  to  turn  off  and  follow  in  my  rear, 
wo  therefore  reached  Cold  Harbor,  first  capturing  a  few  wagons  and 
ambulances  and  prisoners.  The  division,  moved  up  cautiously  to  tho 
edge«of  the  Powhite  swamp, /where  the  Yankees  were  found  to  be 
strongly  posted  with  ten  pieces  of  artillery,  commanding  the  'only 
road  upon  which  our  guns  could  be  moved  Captain  Bondurant's 
battery  was  brought  into 'action,  but  in  less  than  half  an  houi;  was 
w  it hdrawn,.  badly  crippled. 

By  'the  order  of  Major  General, Jackson,,  tfce  division  was  moved 
back  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  parallel  to  the  road,  to  cut  off  the  re 
treat  of  trie  enemy  from  the  attack  of  Major  Generals  Longstreet 
and  A.  P.  Hill.  m  It  soon  became  apparent,  however,  that  the  fire  on 
our  right  was  receding,  and  that  the  Yankees  were  gaining  ground. 
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Jackson's  division  and  mine  'were  then  ordered  forward  to  the  support 
9f  Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill,  who  had  been  hotly  engaged  for  sev 
eral  hours.  My  Division  occupied  the  extreme  left  of  the  whole 
Confederate  line.  The  ordes  of  advance  of  the  division  was :  Gar 
land  on  the  left,  next  Anderson,  next  Rodes,  next  Colquitt — Ripley 
being  en  the  axtreme  right.  In  advancing  %e  had  a  dense  swamp  to 
cjoss,  with  tangled  undergrowth,  and.  the  radius  of  the  wheeling 
circle  had  to  he  shortened.  These  combined  causes  produced  mueh 
confusion,  and  a  lapping  of  brigades 'and  the  separation  of  regiments 
from  their  proper  places.  Several  regiments  of  my  division  were 
thrown  into. the  r£ar  and  did  not  engage  th$  enemy.  The  forty-eighth 
Georgia  and  the  fragments  of  the  forty-fourth  Georgia  (Ripley's 
brigade)  were  thus  thrown  into  the  rear.  •  The  sixth  and  twenty- 
eevenfh  Georgia  (Colquitt's  brigade)  were  the  only  regiments  of 
their  brigade  whioii  drew  triggers.  The  other  three  regiments  of  this 
brigade,  twenty-third  Georgia, 'twenty-eighth  Georgia,am^thirteenth 
Alabama,  preserved  their  positions  in  rear,  but  did  not  .engage  the 
Yankees.  The  fifth  and'  twenty-  sixth  Alabama  (Rodes'  brigade)  en 
countered  a  battery  in  their  front,  which  they  charged  and  captured. 
Colonel  C.  C.  Pegues,  the  noble  Christian  commander  of  the  fifth 
Alabama,  fell,  mortally  wounded,  in  this  charge.  <s  Upon  falling," 
says  General  Rodes,  "  he  called  to  the  next  officer  in  command,  Major 
Hobson,  and  told  him  that  the  fifth  had  always  been  in  the  advance, 
and  that  it  was  his  last  wish  it  should  go  ahead  and  allow  no  regiment 
to  pass  it.  Major -Hobson  gallantly  carried  out  his  wishes  and  led 
the  regiment  constantly  ahead  of  all  others  in 'the  division,  except 
the  twenty-sixth  Alabama,  which,  under  the 'brave  Colonel  O'Neal, 
kept  steadily  with  it."  In  crossing  the  swamp,  "  the  third  Alabama 
encountered  troops  of  our  fcwn  ahead  of  them  and  was  halted.  The 
•sixth  did  not ;  but  moved  on  at  a  rapid  pace  into  the  field  in  front  of 
tire -enemy's  battery  and  in  face  of  their -infantry,  encountering  there 
an  enfilading  fire  from  the  battery  and  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  in 
front,»and,  finding  themselves  unsupported,  the  men  were  required 
by  Colonel  Gordon  to  lie  down;  and  finally,  no  support  arriving, 
they  retired  under  cover,  in  perfectly  good  order,  and  there  awaited, 
with  the  third  Alabama*,  further  orders."  In  regard  to  the  twelfth 
Alabama,  General  Rodes,  it  had  shifted  to  the  left  late  in  the  evening 
and  joined  the  troops  which  came  up  on  the  left  of  HilFs  division. 
Anderson's  brigade,  on  the  left,  met  the  Yankees  on  the  edge  of  the 
swamp  and  was  first  engaged.  The  contest  was  short,  but  bloody, 
and  the  woods  were  entirely  cleared *f  the  Yankees,  who  f elf  back 
behind  a  fence  and  ditch  and  the  brow  of  the  hill.  My  division  now 
occupied  the  edge  of  the  wooded  swamp,  separated  frcni  the  Yankees 
by 'an  open  field,  some  four  hundred  yards  wide.  Confederate  troops 
upon  our  right  (subsequently  discovered  to  be  Winder's  and  Lawton's 
brigade.8)  were  advancing  across  the  plain  to  attack  them.  I  found 
Generals  Anderson  and  Garlaiid  discussing,  with  great  enthusiasm, 
the  propriety  of  attacking  the  Yankees  in  flank  with  their. 'two  brig 
ades,  while  Lawton  and  Winder  attacked  in  front.  "The  only  objection 
to  the  movement  was  that  a  Yankee  battery  on  our  extreme  left  could 
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enfilade  our  line  on  its  advance.  Garland- curved ;  "  1  don't  think 
it-can  do  much-harm,  and  I  am  willing  to  risk  it."  Anderson  re 
sponded  in  the  same  spirit,  and  1  ordered  ;ui  advance  of  the  whole 
division:  To  prevent' the  destruction  of  life  from  the  battery,  I  re 
solved  to  make  an  attempt  to  papture  it.  '  Two  regiraents-  of  Elzey'-s 
brigade,  I  think,  were  found  separated  from'  their  command,  and 
these  I  ordered,  under  my  volunteer  aid,  Mr.  .Sydnor.  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  ground,  to  $  -t  in  rear  of  the  battery,  while  the 
twentieth  North  -Carolina,. Colonel  Iverson,  the  third  North  Carolina, 
Colonel  Meares,  and  the  first  North  Carolina,  commanded  by  Captain 
H.  A.  Biown,  were  orders!  to-make  a  direct  advance.  Unfortunately, 
Colpnel  Iverson  alone  carried  out  his  orders  fully.  Sajs  General 
Garland:  "Colonel  Iverson  was.  seriously  wounded  'at  an  early 
period,  while  gallantly  leading  up  his  regiment  to  take  the  battery. 
The  regiment  after  he-  was  wounded,  was  led  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Franklin  J.  F4aison.  They  advanced  gallantly  and  took  the  battery, 
which  they  held  for  ten  minutes^  The  gallant  Faisen  received  a  mor 
tal  wound  in  the  very  act  of  turning  a  captured  piece  upon  the  flykig 
"foe.  He  was  greatly  hsloved,  and  his  memory  will  be  cherished  with 
veneration  and'  pride.  .The  enemy  soon  returned  to  the  battery,  and 
the^regiment  having  sustained  a  loss  of  seventy  killed  and  two  hun 
dred  and  two  wounded,  and  being  without  support,  retired  by  order 
of  .Major  Toon. "  Heavy  as  was  this  loss,  no  doubt  a  greater  loss 
was  saved  to  thejii vision  in  its  advance  by  this  gallant  attack.  The 
.temporary  silence  of  the  batcery  enabled  thij  division  to  move  up  in 
fine  style  and  turn  the  tide  of  battle  in  our  favor.  ;<  The  effect  of 
our  appearance,"  says  General  Garland,  *'  at  this  opportune  moment 
upon  the  enemy's  flank,  cheering  and  charging,  decided  the  fate  of 
the  day.  The  enemy  broke  and  retreated  ;  made  a  second'  stand, 
which  induced  my  immediate  command  to  halt  unde'r  cover  of  the 
roadside  and  return  their -fire.  when,,  charging  forward  again,  we 
broke  and  scattered  them 'in  every,  direction."  .The  statements  of  the 
Yankees  themselves,  and  of  the  French  princes  on  AfcCiel  bin's  staff, 
fully  concur  with4Gerferal  Garland  that  it  was  this  final  charge  upon 
their  right  flank  which  decided-  tho  fortunes  of  tbe  day.  The  Yan 
kees  made  no  further  resistance,  but 'fled  in  great  confusion  to  .Grape 
vine  bridge.  '  . 

It  was  now  fairly  dark,  and  hearing  loud  cheers  from  the,.  Yankees 
in  our  immediate  front,  gome  two   hundred   yards  distant,   I   ordered 
our  whole  advance  to  halt  and  wait  the  expected  attack  of  the  enemy. 
Brigadier  General  Winder,  occupying  the  road   to  Grapevine  bridge, 
immediately  halted,  and  the  whele  advanced  columns  were  halted  also.  ' 
The  cheering,  as  we  afterwards  learned,  was   caused  by   the  appear 
ance  of  the  Irish  "brigade  to  cover  the   retreat.       A   vigorous   attack    . 
upon  it  might  have  resulted  in  the  total  rout  of  the  Yankee  army  and 
the  carftune  of  thousands  of  prisoners.   t  But  I  was  unwilling  to  leave 
the  elevated  plateau  around  McGee's  house,  to  advance  in  the   dar-k, 

«ong  an  unknown  road,,  skirted  by  dense  woods,  in  the  possession  of 
e  Yankee  troops.     The  night  was  spent  in  caring  for  the  wounded 
and  making  preparations  for  the  morning.     I  drew  back  the  advanced 
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troops  several  hundred  yards,  to  McGee's  house,  and  sent  across  the 
swamps  for  my  division  artillery.  This,  however,  did  not  come  up 
until  after  sunrise  next  morning.  All  of  the  advanced  troop's  of 
General  Jackson  reported  to  mfi  for  orders,  and,  with  my  own,  were 
entrusted  with  guarding  the  road  to  Grapevine  bridge.  Soon  after 
daylight,  it  was  discovered  that  the  Yankee* had  retreated  across  the 
Chickahominy,  destroying  all  the  bridges.  The  Yankee  General,  John 
F.  Reynolds,  with  his  aid,  was  discovered  in  the  woods  by  my  pickets 
and  brought  to  me.  Major  General  Jackson  came  up'  after  sunrise 
and  assumed  the  command  pf  his  own  and  my  division.  . 

My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  Bri-gad^r  Generals  Garland  and 
Anderson *for  their  skill  in  discovering  the  weak  point  of  the  Yankees,, 
and  their  boldness '  in  attacking  it.  Their  brigades,  being  more 
exposed  than  the  others  of  my  command,  suffered  more  severely. 
Brigadier  General  Kodes  was  on  th*o  field  and  displayed  his  usual 
coolness  and  judgment,  though  very  feeble  from  the  unhealed  wound 
received  at  Seven  Pines.  The  --brigade  of  Brigadier  General  Ripley 
w«s  not  engaged,  owing  to  that  officer  ndt  keeping  it  in  hand  and  not 
pressing  vigorously  in  front.  Colonel  Colquitt,  coniimV riding  brigade; 
in  like  manner,  did  not  keep  his  brigade-  in.  hand,  and  three  of  his 
regiments  did  not* draw  trigger.  The  sixth  Georgia  and  twenty- 
seventh  Georgia,  of  this  brigade;  commanded  .by  those  pure,  brave, 
noble,  Christian  soldiers,  Lieuteuaut  Colonel  Newfon  and  .  L. 
B.  Smith, .behaved  most  heroically  and  maintained  their  ground  when 
t.  half  their  number  had  bc^en  stricken  down.  -My  seven  division  batte 
ries,  under  Captains  Carter,  Hardaway,  Bond u rant,-  Rhett,  Clark, 
Peyton  and  Nelson,  were  all  engaged.at  one  time  or  another,  at  Mechan- 
icsville,  and  all,  in  like  manner,  at  Cold  Harbor.  Bondurant  had 
three  men  killed,  ten  wounfled,  and  twenty-eight  horses  killed  and 
disabled  at  the  latter  place.  The  other,  six  batteries  suffered  but 
little.  Under  the  immediate  supervision»of  Major  General  Jackson, 
they  opened  across  the  swamp  upon  tire  Yankee  batteries  .just  before- 
our  final  charge. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  Major  General  EweH  was  sent,  with  hia 
division,  to  Dispatch  Station,  on  the  Y^ork  River  railroad,  while  Gen 
eral  Stuart  went  down  to  the  White  House,  the  terminus  of  the  road. 
Both  expeditions  were  completely  successful,  and  the  Yrankee  line  of 
communication  being  thus  cut,  McClellan  was  compelled  to  change  his 
base.  We  spent  two  days  in  destroying  vast  military  and  medical 
stores  south  of  the  Chickahominy.  and  attempted  to  hold  the  crossing 
over  that  stream.  Scouts  from  Hood's  brigade  and  the  third  Ala 
bama,  Rodes'  brigade,  -succeeded  in  crossing,  and  my  pioneer  corps, 
under  Captain  Smith,  of  the  engineers,  repaired  Grapevine  bridge 
on  the  29th,  and  we  crossed  over  that  night.  McLaws'  division  had 
a  bloody  fight  at  Savage  Station  on  the  afternoon,  of  the  29th  instant, 
$at  night  the  Yankees. continued  their  retreat,  leaving  ontf  thousand 
o»e  hundred  sick  and- wounded  in  our  hands.  Jackson's  command 
(my  division  leading)  passed  Savage  Station  early  in  the  morning  o£ 
the^SOth  instant,  and  followed  the  line  of  the  Yankee  retreat  towards 
White,  Oak  cjroek.  We  picked  up  abou.t  a  thousand  prisoners,  and  so 
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inany  arms  that  I  •detached  the  fifth  and  fourth  North  Caro 
lina. regiments  to  take  charge  of  them  both.  At  White  Oak  creek  we 
found  the  bridge  destroyed  and  the. Yankee  forces  drawn  up  on  the 
other  side.  .  Twenty-six  guns  from  my  division',  and  five  from  Whit 
ing's  division,  opened  a  sudden  and  unexpected  fire  upon  the  Yankee 
batteries  and  infantry; — a  feeble  response  was  attempted,  but  silenced 
in  a  few  minutes.  Munford's  cavalry  and  my  skirmishers  crossed 
ov.er,  but  the  Yankees  .got  some  guns  under  cover  of  a  wood,  which 
commanded  the  bridge,  and  the  cavalry  was  compelled  to  turn  back. 
The  skirmishers  staid  over  all  day  and  night.  We  attempted  no 
further  crossing  that 'day.  The  hospitals  and  a  large  number  of  sick 
and  wounded,  at  White  Oak  creek,  fell  into  our  hands.  Major  Gene 
rals  Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill  attacked  the  Yankees  in  flank  at  Fra- 
zier's  farm,  some  two  miles  in  advance  of  us,  thafr  day,  and  a  corres 
ponding  vigorous  attack  by  M#jor  Gen-oral  Huger  on  their  rear  must 
have  resulted  most  disastrously  to  them.  The  obstacles  he  met,  which 
prevented  his  advance,  may  have  been  of  a  character  not  to  be  over 
come.  I  do  r\pt  know  and  cannot  judge  of  them.  .  The  .brfdga  being 
repaired,  Jackson's  command  crossed  over  (Brigadier  General  Whit 
ing's  division  leading)  and  effected  a  junction  with  General  Lee  near 
a  cliurch  a  few  miles  from  Malvern 'Hill — Whiting's  division  was 
t.ui'ned  off  the  road  to  the  left  at  the  foot  of  this  hill,  and  mine  to  the 
right — we  had  to  advance  across  an  open  field  and  fcrd  a  creek  before 
getting  under  cover  of  the  wood*.  We  -were  in-  full  view  while  effect 
ing  these  objects,  and  suffered  heavily  from  the  Yailkee  artillery.  •• 

Brigadier  General  Anderson,  on  the  extreme  left,  had  become  en- 
, gaged,  his  brigade  roughly  handled,  and  himself  wounded  and 
carried  off  the  field,  before  the  other  brigade  had  crossed  the  creek. 
By  the  order  of  Major  General  Jackson,  the  division  was  halted  in 
the  woods,  and  an  examination  made  of  the  ground.  The  Yankees 
were  found  to  be  too  strongly  posted,  on  a  commanding  hill,  all  the  ap 
proaches  to  which  could  be  swept  by  his  artiflery,  and  were  .guarded 
by  swarms  of  infantry,  securely  sheltered  by  fences,  ditches  and 
ravines.  Tier  after  tier  of  batteries  were  grimly  visible  on  the 
plateau. ^JBing  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre.-  One  flank  was  pro 
tected  by  Turkey  creek,  and  the  other  by  gunboats.  We  could  only 
reach  the  first  line  of  batteries  by  traversing  an  operi  space  of  from 
three  to  four  hundred  yards,  exposed  to  a  murderous  fire  of'grape  and 
canister  from  the  artillery,  and  musketry  from  the  infantry.  If  that 
first  line  was  carried,  another  and  another,  still  more  difficult,  re 
mained  in  rear.  I  had  expressed  my  disapprobation,  of  a  fi>rther 
pursuit  of  the  Yankees  to  the  commanding  General,  and*to  Generals 
Jackson  and  Longstreet,  <even  before  I  knew  of  the.  strength  of  their 
position.  An  examination  satisfied  me  that  ail  attack  would  be  haz 
ardous  to  our  atms. 

About  ten  o'clock,!  think,  I  received,  a  -note  from  General  Ja&k- 
son,  enclosing  one  from  Colonel  II.  H.  Chilton,- chief  of  General  Lee's 
staff,  spying  that  positions  were  selected,  from  whfch  our  artillery 
could  silence  the  Yankee  artillery,  and  as  soon  as  that  was  dona, 
Brigadier  General  Armistead  would  advance  with  a  shout,  and  carry 
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the  battery  immediately  in  his  front.  This  eHout  was  to.be  the  signal 
for  a  general  advance.,  and  all  the  troops  were  then  to  rush  forward 
•with  fixed  bayonets.  .  I  sent  fo'r  my  brigade  commanders  and  shewed 
them  the  note, '  Brigadier  General  Rodes  being  absent,  sick,  the  gal 
lant  Gordon  was  put  in  command  of  his  brigade.  That  accomplished 
gentleman  arVl  soldier,  Colonel  C.  C.  T^v,  second  North  Carolina 
regiment,  took  commapd  of  Anderson's  brigade.  Garland,  Ripley  and 
Colquitt,  and  these  two  Colonels,  were  present  at  the  interview.  In 
stead  of  ordering  up  ope  or  two  hundred  pieces  of  artillery  to  play 
on  the  Yankees,  a  single  battery  (Moorman's)  was  ordered  up,  and 
knocked  -to  pieces  in  a  few  minutes ;  one'or  two  others  shared  the 
same  fate  of  being  beat  in  detail.  Not  knowing  how-to  act  under 
•these  circumstances,  I  wrote  tfo  General  Jackson  that  tlie  firing  from 
our  batteries  was' *of  the  most  farcical  character.  He  repeated  the 
order  for  a  'general  advance  at'  the  signal  of  the  shouting  from  Gen 
eral  Aroiistead.  As  well  as  I  could  l^arn  the  position  of  our  troops., 
Brigadier  General  Whiting  was  on  my  left,  Major  Generals  Magru- 
der  artd  lluger  o«  my  right,  .and  Major  General  Holwes  some  miles 
in  our  rear  While  conversing  with  my  brigade  commanders,  shout 
ing  was  htard  on  our  right,  followed  by  the  roar  of  musketry.  We 
all  agreed  this  was  the  signal  agreed  upon,  and  I -ordered  my  division 
to  advance..  This,  as  near  as  I  could  judge,  was  about 'an  hour  and*a 
•  half -before  rundown.  We  advanced  alone,  neither  Whiting  on  the  left, 
nor  Mngruder  orf  linger  on'  the  right,  moved  forward  an  inch.  The 
division  fought  heroically  and  well,  but  fought  in  vain.  Garland,  in 
my  immediate  front,-  Showed  all  his  wonted  courage  and  enthusiasm., 
but  he  needed  and  asked  for  reinforcements.  I  sent  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Newton,  sixth  Georgia,  to  his  support;  and  observing  a 
brigade  by  a  fence  in  our  rear,  I  galloped  back  to  it,  and  found  it  to 
be 'that  of  Brigadir  General  Toombs  .  1'  ordeicd  it  forward  to  support 
Garland,  and  accompanied  it.  The  brigade  advanced  handsomely  to 
tire  brow  of  the  hill,  but  soon^retreated  in  disorder.  '  Gordon,  com-* 
man  ding  Rodes'  brigade,  pushed  gallantly  forward,  and  gained  consid 
erable  ground,  but  was  forced  back  The  gallant  and  accomplished  ' 
Mears,  third  North  Carolina  regiment,  Ripley's  brigade, 'h^i  fallen  at 
the  head  of  Iris  regiment,  and  that  brigade  was  streaming  to  the  rear  ; 
Colquitt's  ami  -Anderson's*  brigades  had  al'so  fallen  back.  Ransom's 
brigade  had  come  up  to  my  support,  from  Major  General  Huger.  A 
portion  of  it  came,  but  without  its  brigadier.  It  moved  too  far  to  the 
left,  and  became  mixed  up  with  the  mass  of  troops  near  the  parsonage, 
on  the  Quaker  road,  suffering  heavily  and  effecting  little.  Pirigadicr 
General  Winder  Was  sent  up  by  Major  General  Jackson,  but  he  came 
too  late,  and  also  went  to  the  same  belt  of  wocnls  near  the  parsonage, 
already  over- crowded  with  troops.  Finally,  Major  Gerieral'Ewell 
came  up,  but  it  was  after  dark,  and  nothing  could  fie  accomplished. 
I  advised  him  to  hold  the  ground  we  had  gained,  and  not  to  attempt 
a  forward  mu.vemei.t.  ' 

The  battle  of  ^Malvern  Hill  might  have  been  a  complete  and  glori 
ous  success,  had  not  our  artillery  and  infantry  been  fought  in  detail. 
My  division* batteries  having  been  three  times  engaged,  had  exhausted 
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all  their  ammunition,  and  had  been  sent  back  for  a  fresh  supply.  If 
I  had  had  them  with  me,  with  a  good  supply  of  ammunition,  I  feel 
confident  "that  we  could  have  beaten  the  force  immediately  in  front  of 
ns.  'Again,  the  \vant  of  concert  with  the  infantry  divisions  was  most 
painful.  Whiting's  division*  did  not  engage  at  all,  neither  die?  Holmes'. 
My  division  fought  an* hour  or  more,  the  whole  Yankee  force,  without 
assistance  from  a,  single  Confederate  soldier.  The  front  line  of  Yan 
kees  was  twice  broken  and  in  full  retreat,  when  fresh  troops  came  to 
its  support.  At  such  critical  juncture's,  the  general  advance  oT  the  di 
visions  on  my  right  and  left  must  hive  been  decisive.  Some  half  an  hour 
aftermy  division  had  ceased»to  struggle  against  odds  of %ore  than  ten  to 
one,  I  had  to  fall  back.  McLaws'  division  advanced,  but  to  share  the 
same  fate.  So  far  as  I  can  learn,  none  of  our  troops  drew  trigger, 
except  McLaws',  mine,  and  a  portion  of  Hugerls.  Notwithstanding 
the  tremendous  odds  against  us1,  and  the  blundering  arrangements  of 
the  battle,  we  inflicted  heavy  loss  upon  the  Yankees  They  retreated 
in  the  night,  leaving  their  dead  unburied,  their  wounded  pn  the  ground, 
three  pieces  of  artillery  abandoned,  and  thousands  of  superior  rifles 
thrown  away.  None  of  their  previous  retreats-exhibited  such  unmis- 
takcable  signs  of  rout  and  demoralization.  The  wheat  fields  at  Shir 
ley  were  all  trampled  down  by  the  frightened  herd,  too  impatient  to 
follow  the  road ;  arms,  accoutrements,  knapsacks,  overcoats  and  clo- 
thirg,  cf  every  description,  were  widely  strewn  on  the  roadside,  in 
the  woods  arid  in  the  field.  Numerous  wagons* and  ambulances  were 
found  stuck  in  the  mud,  typical  of  Yankee  progress  in  war.  The  ac 
tual  loss  in-  battle,  was,  in  my  opinion,  (though  most  persons  differ 
with  me?)  greater  on  our  side  than  on  that  uf  the  Yankees..  The  ad 
vantage  in  position,  range,  calibre  and  number  of  their  guns,  was 
with  them.  The  prestige  of  victory, -and  the  enthusiasm  inspired  by 
it,  were  with  i^s.  %  Their  masses,  too, 'were  BO  compact  that  shot  and 
shell  and  balls  c'ould  hardly  fail  10  accomplish  a  noble  work.  My  di 
vision  was  employed  during  the  week  after  the  battle 'in  gathering  up 
arms  and  accoutrements,  burying  our  own  and  the  Yankees'  dead,  and 
removing  the  wounded  of  both  armies.  We  then  returned  to 'our  old 
camp  neaf  Richmond,  w^th  much  cause  for  gratitude  to  the  Author  of 
all  good,  for  raising  the  siege  of  that  city,  and  crowning  our  arma 
with  glorious  success. 

The  following  list  of  killed 'and  wounded  will  show  that  we  lost 
four  thousand  out  of  ten  thousand  taken  into  the  field  Among  these 
we  have  to  mourn  those  gallant  s.pirjts,  Colonel  Robert  A.  Smith, 
forty-fourth  Georgia;  Colonel  Stokes  and  Major  Skinner,  first  North 
Carolina ;  Colonel  Gaston  Meares,  third  North  Carolina ;  Colonel 
Warthem,  twenty-eighth  Georgia;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Faison,  twen 
tieth  ISorth  CaroHna,  and  Captain  Thomas  M.  Blount,  quartermaster 
of  the  fourth  North  Carolina,  who  fell  while  gallantly  carrying,  on 
horseback,  the  colors  of  the  thirtieth  North  Carolina  regiment.  / 
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LIST  OF  CASUALTIES,  ' 

i 

•  >.  Killed.  Wounded.  Missing. 

Ripley.'s  brigade,  164  7-31  30 

Garland's     «  192  l)*7  -12 

Rodes'           "  122  '               440  00 

Anderson's  "  159  704  .  00 

Colquitt's     "  -72  633  '6    ' 

Jones'  artillery,  5.0  22  00 

Ilardaway's  btttery,  1  .        25  00  • 

Kelson's  battery — no  report,     .0  00  01) 

Tfotal,  714  3,192  48 

Aggregate,  3,955. 

% 

This  embraces  the  -entire  loss  in  the  divisio.n,  with  the  exception  of 
one  battery,  from  w.hich  no  report  has  been  received. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  of  my  staff  for  faithful  and  efficient  ser 
vice.  Major  llatchford,  Adjutant  General,  and  Lieutenant  Reid, 
Aid-de-Camp,  were  much  exposed,  and  were  ever  prompt  and  active. 
Major  Pierson,  Chief  of  Artillery,  was  always  on  horseback,  by  the 
side  of  the  battery  engaged.  Captain  Taylor,  Inspector  General, 
rendered  valuable  and  important  service.  The  ordnance  officers,  Cap 
tain  West  and  Lieutenant  T.  J.  Moore,  attended  faithfully  to  their 
duties.  Lieutenant  Sydnor  of  the  Hanover  light  dragoons,  volunteer 
aid  at  Cold  Harbor,  was5  conspicuous  there  for  his  zeal  and  gallantry. 
Sergeant  Harmeling,  commanding  .the  couriers,  and  private  Lewis 
Jones,  courier,  merit  particular  mention  for  their  zeal  and  intelligent 
performance  of  duty. 

D.  II.  llILLMaor  Gmeial. 
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REPORT  OF  GENERAL  MAGRUDER  OF  BATTLES  AROUND 

RICHMOND. 

• 

• 

RICHMOND,.  August  12,  1862.   ' 

To  the  Adjutant  General  of  General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Army  Northcrn.Firginia; 

SIR:  About  the  25th  June,  I  received  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  R. 
H.  Chilton,  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  on  the  staff  of  General  Lee, 
commanding  the  Army  of  Northern'Virginia,  an  order  giving  a  gen 
eral  plan  of  operations,  about  to  be  undertaken  against  the  enemy, 
whose  troops  occupied  the  right  and  left  banks  of  the  Chickahominy, 
the  greater  number  being  immediately  in  front  of  the  lines  occupied 
by  me,  and  the  division  of  ^lajor  General  Huger,  on  my  fight.  This 
directed  me,  in  general  terms,  to  hold  -my  position  in  front  of  the 
enemy  against  attack,  and  at  fill  hazards,  to 'make  such  demonstations 
.as  to  discover  his  operations  ;  and  in  Case  of  the  abandonment  of  his 
entrenchments,  to  pursue  him  cl'osely.  I  was  in  command  of  three 
divisions,  those  of  Major  General  McLaws.,  Brigadier  General  D.  R. ' 
Jones,  and  my  own,  each  consisting  of  two  (2)  brigades,  the  numerical 
strength  being  about  thirteen  thousand  -nfen. 

In  obedience  to  these  instructions,  I  caused  the  pickets  and  skir 
mishers  to  observe  the  utmost  vigilance,  attack  the  enemy's  pickets 
from  tiine  to  time,  and  open  a  frequent  fire  of  artillery  on  his  works, 
to  ensure  a  full  knowledge  of  his.  position,,  strength,  and  movements, 
as  far  as  it  was  possible,  moving  my  own  headquarters  to  the  line  oc 
cupied  by  the  troops,  and  sleeping  near  them,  in  order  to  obs'erve  more 
closely*. 

After  the  battle  of  Friday,  the  27th  June,  on  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  Chickahominy,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  withdrawn 
his  troops  to  the  right  bank,  and  therefore  the  whole  of  his'  forces 
were  massed  in  front  of  our  lines,  and  that  he  had  destroyed  the  bridges 
over  this  river,  thereby  separating  our  army  and  concentrating  his 
own.  I  immediately  ordered,  without  awaiting  instructions,  the 
bridge  known  as  the  New  bridge  to  be  rebuilt,  which  was  done  by  the 
troops  under  Brigadier  General  Jonas,  in  order  to  establish  at  least 
one  line  of  communication  between  the  'two  portions  of  our  army. 
This  wa^ completed  on  Saturda^-,  the  28th.  'On  the  same  day  Briga 
dier  General  Jozies  came  up  to  my  headquarters,  and  informed  me 
that  Brigadier  General  Too'mbs  had  ordered  an  attack  on  the  enemy's 
line  of  rifle  pits  on  Goulding's  farm,  and  asked  if  I  had  given  such 
an  order.  Upon  my  replying  in  th'e  negative,  he  said  he  had  not* 
authorized  it,  and  I  directed  him  at  once  to  countermand  it,  it  be'ing 
in  violation  of  orders  previously  received  from  General  Lee,  and  at 
the  moment  reiterated  through  Captain  Lathrobe,  of  Brigadier 
General  Jones'  staff,  just  from  General  Lee,  to  the  effect  that  I  shoulci 
not  mak?  any  attack*  on  the  enemy  in  my  front  unless  absolutely  cer- 
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tain  of  success,  except  in  co-operation  with  the  movements  cf  th,o 
Commander-in-Chief.  I  was  the  -more  anxious  to  have  this  order 
^countermanded,  as,  if  frhis  attack  were  unsuccessful,  it  might  lead  to  an 
anvance  of  the  enemy,  to  the  seizure  of  Garnett's  farm,  the  turning 
of  the- left  of  our  lines,  and  the  fall  «of  Richmond.  Brigadier  Gene 
ral  Jones  sent  the  countermanding  order  by  Captain  Ford,  of  his  stiff, 
and  soon  cfter  he  left,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee  reported  to  me  that  our 
men  had  already  attacked  and  carried  the  enemy's  rjfle,-pits  at  Gould- 
ing's.  I  immediately  sent  a  mecsag-e  to  that  effect  -to  General  Lee. 
stating  that  the  works  were  carried  by  our  troops,  who'had  been  ordered 
by  Brigadier  General  Toomba  to  attack,  and  at  the  same  time  directed 
Captain  Dickinson,  my  assistant  adjutant  general,  to  go  to  the  spot 
and  to  ascertain  further  the  state  of  the  case. 

ProceediBg.in  the  direction  of  Goulding's   myself,   I  met   Captain 

'Dickinson  returning,  who  informed  me  that  when  he  had  arrived  near 

Mr.  James  Garnett's  house,  he  met  Colonel  Anderson,  who  .was  joist 

withdrawing  his  troops,  who  informed  him   that  the   attack   had  been 

made  by  qrder  of  Brigadier   General   Toombs  without*  the   authority 

from  myself  or  Brigadier  (general  Jones,  arid  that  it  was  unsuccessful. 

This  information  I  also  communicated  to  General  I<ee,  by  whom  I  was 

ordered  to  obtained  a  report  on  the  -subject,  from  Brigadier  General 

•Toombs,  and  to  forwardiit  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Events  followed.so  ra'j^idly  on  each  other  that  I. had  »ot  time  fo  o&- 
tafn  this  report,  and  when  the  operations  of  the  week-  were  ended,  I 
took  no  further  steps,  as,  I  knew  that  both  Brigadier  Generals  Jones 
and  Toombs  would  make  their  written  reports  on  the  subject.  I  beg 
leave  now  to  refer  to  that  portion  of  their  reports,  in  -further  expla 
nation  of  the  circumstances  of  this  affaii.  .  .  9 

From  the  time  at  which  the  enemy  withdrew  his  forces  to  this  side 
of  the  Chickahominy  and  destroyed  the  bridges,  to  the  moment  of  his 
evacuation,  that  is,  from  Friday  night  until  Sunday  morning,  I  con 
sidered  the  situation  of  our  army. as  extremely  critical  and  perilous, 
The  larger  portion  of  it  was  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Chickahoininy, 
the  bridges  had  been  all  destfoyed,  but  one  was  rebuilt,  {lie  New 
Bridge,  which  was  commanded  fully  by.th'e  enemy's  guns  from  Gould- 
ing's, 'and  there  were  but  twenty-five  thousand  men'  between  his  army 
of  one  hundred  thousand  and  Richmond. 

I  received  repeated  instructions  during  Saturday  night,  from  Gene 
ral  Lee's  headquarters,  enjoining  upon  my  command  the  utmost  vigi 
lance,  directing  the  men  to  sleep  on  their  arms,  and  to  be  prepared 
for  whatever  might  occur-.  These  orders  were  promptly  communicated 
by  me  to' the  different  commanders  of  my  forces,  arid  were  also  trans 
mitted  to  General  Huger,  on. my  right.  'I  passed  the  night  without 
sleep,  and  in  the  superintendence  of  their  execution. 

Had  McClellan  massed  his  whole  force  in  column,  and  advanced  it 
against  any  point  of  our.  line  of  battle,  as  was  done  at  Austerlitz,  un 
der  similar  circumstances,  by  the  greatest  captain  of  any  age,  though 
the  head  of  his  column  would  have  .suffered  greatly,  its  momentum 
would  have  ensured  him  success,  and.  the  occupation  of  our  works 
about  Richmond,  and  consequently  the  ci*y  r~;:rht  ht-e  Veen  his 
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reward.     His  failure  tp  do  so,  is  the  best  evidence  that  our  wise  com 
mander  fully  understood  the.   character  of  his  opponent.     Our  relief 
was  therefore  great,  when  intelligence  reached  us,  almost  simultane 
ously  from  Colonel  Chilton  and  one  of  my  staff,' that  the'eneiny,  whose 
presence  had  been  ascertained  as*  late  as  three  and  a  half  o'clock,  A. 
M.,  had  evacuated  his  works   and   was   retreating.     Colonel  Chilton, 
who  rode  into   my   camp  on   Sunday  morning,  hurried  me  oft"  to  see 
General  Lee,  on  the   Nine-mile   road,  and  I  gave,  while  riding  with 
him,  the  necessary  orders  to  put  in  motion  my  whole  command,  which 
extended  over  a  distance  of  some   miles,  directing   Brigadier  Geneial 
Griffith's  brigade,  wh\ch  was  nearest  to  the  road,  .to  advance  at  once 
from  the  centre,  and  ordering  Brigadier  General  Jones'  division,  in 
advancing,  to  incline  towards   Fair   Oak  Station,  *as  I  had   been   in 
formed  that  Major  General  Jackson  had   crossed,  or  .was  dVosaing  the 
Grapevine  bridge,  and  Would  operate  down  the  Chickahominy.    Hay 
ing*  overtaken   General   Lee,  we   rode  together  down  the   Nine-mile 
road,  and  the  General  informed  me  of  the  plans  which  he  had  adopted 
for  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy.     They  were  as  follows  :   Major  General 
Longstreet's  division  .y,  as   to  have   crossed   the   New   Bridge,  .and  to 
take    post   on    our   extreme    right,  so   as   to  intercept   the  enemy  in 
his  attempt  to  reach  James  river,     Major  General  Huger's-  division 
to  march  down  the  Williamsburg  road,  on  mj.  right  flank,  and  Major* 
General    Jackson's    division, ^which,  he    stated,  had    crossed,  or    was 
crossing  the  Grapevine  Bridg'e,  over  the  Chickahominy  river,  was  *to 
operate  down  th"at  river,  on  its  right  bank,  whilst  my  own  command 
would  press  him  vigorously  in    front.     On  our  arrival   at  .Fair  Oak 
Station,  we  found  the  enemy's  lines  in  that  vicinity-,  which  had  been 
evacuated,  in  possession  of  a*  part  of  Brigadier   General   Kershaw's 
brigade,  the  remainder   of  my   command   being   then   on  the  march. 
Here,  General  Lee,  having  repeated  bis  instructions,  left  the  ground. 
I  directed  Major  General  McLa ws.to   consoli^te   Kershaw's  brigade, 
an'd  place  it  on  the  right  oil  the  railroad,  arid,  as  the  other  brigade  of 
General  McLaws  .did   not  arrive  for   si>me   time,  I  ordered  two  regi 
ments   Of  an  advanced   brigade,  (Grifmth's)  of  my   own   division,  to 
take  post  in  reserve,  also  on  the  right  of  the  railroad,  so  as  to  support 
Kerfchaw's  brigade,  leaving  the  Williamsburg  road  still  further  on  our 
rigjjf,  unoccupied,  and  open  lor  Huger.     I  then  fojmod  the  other  two 
regiments  of  Griffith's  brigade  on  the  left  of  General  .Kershaw's,'  their 
right    resting    on    the    railroad.     Brigadier    General 'Cobb's,    which 
marched  in  the  rear  of  General   Griffith's,  was,  as  soon  as  it  arrived, 
formed  on  the  .left  of  these  two  regiments,  two  f>f  his  own  being  kept 
in  reserve.     I  then  dispatched  a  staff  officer  to  ascertain  the  position 
of  General  Jones'  division,  which  had  crossed  the  swamp  at  Gould- 
ing's  house,  and  directed  it  to  be  formed  on  the  left  of  General  Cobb, 
with  the  proper  interval,     Whilst  these  dispositions  were  being  made, 
I  ordered  skirmishers  to  be  thrown  out  in  front  of  General  Kershaw'a 
brigade  and  my  own  division  to  find  the  enemy,  and  ascertain  his  po 
sition.     The  enemy  having  thrown  up  a  heavy  obstruction  across  the 
railroad  track,  I  caused  men  to  be  detailed  for  the  purpose  of  remov 
ing  it  for  the  passage,  down  the  road  of  -j  l-mvv  riried  gun,  mounted 


on  a  railway  carriage,  and  protected  by  an  inclined  plane  of  iron.     1 
also  dispatcfyel  a  staff  officer  towa'tds  •Gr-i-pevine   Bridge,  some*threo 
miles  off;  to  ascertain  the  position  of  Major  General  Jackson's  tr  jop?, 
which,  I  had  supposed,  from  the  statements  a^ve  given,  had  already 
crossed.     These  orders  given  and  dispositions  made,  I  received  infor 
mation  from  Brigadier  General  Jones  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  in 
his  front  and  fortified.     This,  it  was  reported  to  me,  was  derived  fa-om 
a  prisoner,  who  had  been  just  captured,  and  the  presence  of  the  en 
emy  in  front-was  verified  by  the  skirmishers  of  General  Jones  being 
engaged  with  those  of  the  enemy.     I  received,  about  the.  same  time,  a 
communication  from  General  McLaws,  stating  that  the  enemy  was  m 
front  of  General  Kershaw's  brigade,  and  in  works*well  manned.     De- 
siriig  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  his  rYont,  I  directed  Brigadier  Gee- 
eral'Oobb  to  detail  a  trusty  officer,  and  some  of  his  best  .skinrmhers, 
to  feel  the  enemy,  if  to  be  found  in  front  of  my  division,  and  to  re 
port  the  result.     In  the  meantime,  M-tvjor  Bryan,  the  staff  officer,  whs 
had  been  sent  to  Major  General  Jackson,  returned  with  his  engineer, 
Lieutenant  Boswell,  who  reported  that  Major  General  Jackson  was 
compelled  to  rebuild  the  bridge,  which  would  be  completed  in  about 
two  hours — MJIJ.  Bryan  reporting  thatMaj.  Gen.  Jackson  had  cross  -i 
but  a  small  portion  of  his  infantry — not  more  than  three  companies- 
over  the  broken  bridge.     About  the   same  time   I  received  &  message 
from  Major  General  Huger,  stating  that   a  large  portion  of  his  com 
mand  had  been  sent  elsewhere,  but  that  with   two  brigades  he  wouU 
Boon  march  down  on  the  Williamsburg   road.     Having^  passed  up  tho 
rich  country  near  the  railroad,  on  our  retreat  from  the  neighborhood 
of  New  Kent  Court- House,  I  knew  tnat  there  was  a  road  leadin^  from 
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Gri.evino  fprd,  where  the  enemy  had  afterwards  constructed  tha 
bridge,  to  the  railroad  bridge  near  Savage's  Station,  passing  to  the 
rig  lit  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  now  in  our  front,  and  that  when  Major 
General  Jackson  advanced  he  would  probably  move  on  that  road.  I 
dciiM'iuined,  therefore,  *to  await  that  advance,  and  to  request  Major 
General  Huger,  when  he  came  up,  to  move  down  the  Wiiliamsburg 
ro  al,  and,  enveloping  both  flanks  of  the  enemy  and  attacking  him  in 
fro;;t,  at  the  same  time  I  hoped  to  capture  his  rear  guard,  which  I 
ascertained  from  prisoners  arid  from  the  reconnoitering  parties  in 
front,  to  be  at  least  a  division.  Trie  enemy  having  ascertained  the 
general  disposition  of  our  troops,  opened  a  brisk  artillery  fire  on  the 
railroad  and  our  centre,  unfortunately  mortally  wounding  the  gal 
lant  General  Griffith,  commander  of  the  third  Mississippi  brigade, 
who  was  borne  from -the  field,  and  died  the  next  morning.  The  ene 
my's  fire- was  responded  to  with  effect  by  the  railroad  ^battery,  as  well 
as  by  Carlton's  battery,  which  that  practiced  artillerist,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Stephen  D.  Lee,  had  placed  in  advance,  in  a  commanding 
position  in  front  of  our  centre.  The  .enemy  was  now  reported  ad 
vancing,  and  this  report  being  confirmed  after  a  reconnoissance  by- 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  I  galloped  to  the  right  of  the  line  to  see 
General  Huger,  who  had  arrived  with  two  brigades,  arid  to  give  him 
such  information,  as  would  enable  him  to  dispose  his  troops  in  the 
best  mnmier  for  the  protection  of  our  right  flank.  Having  accona« 
13 
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plished  this,  I  returned  to  the  left,  and  threw  forward  the  left  wing  of 
General  Griffith's  brigade,  and  the  whole  of  General  Cobfs,  in  order 
to  occupy  a  more  commanding  position,  and  a  wood,  which  skirted  a 
field,  across  which  the  enemy  would  have  to  march.  ^This  had  no 
sooner  been  done  than  I  received  information  from  Major  General 
Huger  that  his  two  brigades  would  be  withdrawn,  as  I  under 
stood,  for  other  service,  and  subsequently  a  note  reached  me  from 
General  Jones,  [See  paper  No.  1,]  stating  that  Major  General  Jack 
son  regretted  that  he  could  not  co-operate  with  him,. "as  he  had  been 
ordered  to  other  important  duty.  Thus  the  forces,  which  General  Lee 
bad  left  to  operate  against  the  enemy,  being  reduced  from  some 
thirty-five  or  forty  thousand,  to  some  thirteen  thousand  men,  I  was 
compelled  to  abandon  the  plan  t>f  capturing  any  large  portion  of  the 
enemy's  forces,  and  directed  that  Semmes'  brigade  (McL^y's  division) 
should  be  placed  on  the  Williamsburg  road  and  Cobh's  on  the  left  of 
the  railroad,  in  line  with  Kershaw's,  Jones'  division  being  on  the  ex 
treme  left,  and  Barksdale's  brigade  marcfhing  in  reserve  behind  the 
centre.  I  ordered  the  whole  to  move  to  the  front,  and  each  com 
mander  to  a-ttack  the  enemy  in  whatever  force  or  works  he  might  be 
found.  This  was  executed  promptly  and  in  beautiful  order,  though 
the  ground  was  difficult  and  the  wood  dense.  '  Kershaw's  brigade  soon 
became  engaged  with  the  energy,  who  took  refuge  in  the  works  on 
the  "Williamsburg  road,  from  which  he  was  driven  in  gallant  style  by 
the  infantry  advance,  and  by  the  excellent  aftillery  practice. of  Kem-. 
peifs  battery.  Retreating  from  work  to  work,  pursued  by  our  line, 
which  swept  through  his  camps,  with  little  interruption,  the  enemy 
was  at  last  driven  as  far  as  Savage's  Station,  where  a  strong  line  of 
battle  was  formed,  rtady  to  recejve  us.  He  also  occupied  the  wood 
in  front  of  the  station.  Here  Kershaw's  brigade  engaged  him  frankly 
and  furiously,  and  was  gallantly  supported  by  Kemper's  battery  and 
Sernmes'  brigade  on  his  right.  Taking  my  position  on  the 
railroad  bridge,  wjiich  commanded  a  good  fiew  of  the  fight -and 
of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle,  I  directed  the  railroad  battery  4  com 
manded  most  efficiently  by  Lieutenant  Barry,  to  advance  to  the  front 
so  as  to  clear  in  some  degree,  the  deep  cut  over  which  the  bridge 
iras' thrown,  and  to  open  his  fire  upon  the  enemy's  masses  below, 
which  was  done  with  terrible  effect.  The  enemy  soon  brought  the 
fire  of  his  artillery  and  infantry  to  bear  upon  the  railroad  battery 
and  bridge,  Mfhilst  he  advanced  a  heavy  line  of  infantry  to  support 
the  troops  already  engaged,  to  capture  our  artillery  and  turn  our 
right  flank.  General  McLaws  finding  himself  pressed,  sent  for  rein 
forcements.  I  despatched  at  once  two  regiments  of  Griffith's  (now 
Earksdale's)  brigade,  the  seventeenth  regiment,  Colonel  Holder,  and 
the  twenty-first  regiment,  Colonel  Humphries.  These*were  gallantly 
led  into  action — Major  Brent,  of  my  staff,  bearing  the  order.  Soon, 
by  their  steadiness  and  excellence  of  fire,  as  attested  by  the  number 
of  dead  found  in  their  front  the  next  morning,  they  checked  the 
enemy,  who  were  repulsed  oy  the  whole  line  on  the  right  with  great 
slaughter.  The  enemy  having  sent  still  additional  troops  to  sustain 
the  fight,  I  directed  Colonel  Barksdale  to  move  to  the 'support  of  our 
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right  with  his  remaining  force.  They  were  placed  in  reserve  under 
cover  of  a  wood,  where  a  few  men  were  wounded  from  the  long  range 
muskets  of  the  enemy.  %"ight  coming  on,  their  services  were  not 
required.*  The  battle  on 'the  right  raged  with  great  fury  for  about 
two  hours,  and  darkness  put  an  end  to  the  conflict,  our  men  sleeping 
on  their  ^ifms,  and  in  the  advanced  positions  which  they  had  .won. 

The  troops  on  the  left  of  .the  road  were  not  engaged,  with  the  ex 
ception  of  two  pieces  of  artillery  attached  to  General  Jones'  division, 
which  did  good  servi'c^  disorganizing  the  enemy's  lin.e,  and  causing 
his, troops  to  change  position.  When  the  enemy  attempted  to  turn 
our  rigjit  flank,  I  desired  to  move  a  portion  of  General  Jones'  cojn- 
mand  to  the  right,  to  operate  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  but  the  posi 
tion  of  his  troops  could  not  be  ascertained  until  it  was  too  late  to  do 
so.  In  the  meantime1,  desiring  to  have  troops  in  hand,"  ready  to 
reinforce,  still  further,  General  McLaws,  I  left  iny  position  for  a  few 
moments  to  confer  with  General  Cobb,  on  the  left,  from  whose  com 
mand  I  detached  a  regiment,  and  halted  it  near  the  railroad  bridge. 
Whilst  with  General  Cobb,  an  aid-de-cam^  of  General^  Lee,  Major 
Taylor,  came  up  and  informed  me  that  General  Jackson  had  orders  to 
co-operate  with  me,  and  that  there  was  some  mistake  about  ^he  orders 
directing  him  elsewhere.  He  desired  to  see  General  Jackson,  but  riot- 
knowing  the  way  to  Gapevine  bridge,  Rev.  L.  W.  Allen,  one  of  my 
staff,  who  knew  the  counry  thoroughly,  volunteered  to  deliver  any 
message  he  might  send.  This  was  done,  and  General  Jackson  ar 
rived  in  person  at  half-past  three  o'clock,  on  Monday  morning,  to 
which  hour  I  had  been  kept  up. by  the1  duties  of  the  nigljt.  He  in 
formed  me  that  his  troops  would  be  up,  probably,  by  daylight.  I 
then  slept  an  hour — the  first  in  forty-eight.  Previous  to  the  arrival 
of  General  Jackson,  I  considered  the  sitiiatilm  as  by  no  means  satis 
factory.  N;ot  having  heard  from  Mr.  Allen  during  the  night,  I  was 
uncertain  whether  General  Jackson  had  obeyed  his  orders  to  go  else 
where  or  not,  and.  I  was  satisfied  that  there  was  at  least  a  corps  d'armee. 
in  our  front* as  was  proved  ne'xt  rnornrhg,  by  our  having  taken  pris 
oners  from  three  divisions.  The  proportion' of  the  enemy's  force  to 
•our  own  was  probably1  two  or  three  to  one.'  I  therefore  asked  for 
reinforcements,  in  case  General  Jackson  di.d  not  join  me. 

Early  in,  the  morning,  on  Monday,  a  small  party* of  Texans,  of 
Hood's  brigade,  ascertained  that  the  en«my  had  evacuated  their  posi 
tion  en  the  night  .before.  Several  hundred  prisoners;  twenty-five 
hundred  sick  and  wounaed  in  the  hospitals,  a  large  amount  of  stores, 
and  a  considerable  number  of  wounded  on  the  field,  fell  into  our 
hands.  Here-,  also,  some  of  our  own  prisoners  were  retaken,  among 
whom  was  the  giliant  Col.  Lamar,  of  Anderson's  brigade,  captured  by  * 
the  enemy  in  the  battle  of  Goulding's  Farm.  I  sent  the  prisoners  to 
Richmond,  in  charge  of  Captain  G.  P.  Turner,  of.  the  Marine  c^rps, 
and  placed  Major  Wray,  of  my  staff,  who  had  been  of  great  service  to 
me  during  the  action,  in  charge  oTOie  enemy's  wounded,  the  hospital 
and  public  property.  Our  loss  was  some  four  hundred,  killed  and 
wounded,  whilst  I"  estimate  that,  of  the  enemy  to  .be  not  less  than 
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three  thousand,  killed  and  wounded — Ge'neral  Scmmes  reporting  not 
less  than  four  hundred  dfad  in  front  of  his  b^ugade  alone. 

In  this  engagement,  which  was  very  obstinate  and  well  contested, 
that  brilliant  und  gallant  soldier,  General  Kershaw,  and  his  brave 
South  Carolinians,  were  particularly  'distinguished,  and  were  Fup~ 
ported  in  the  most' gallant  manner  by  botl^  General  Semrne$  and  his 
brigade,  and  by  Colonel  Barksdale  and  the  two  regiments.of  Mississip- 
pians  who  Vere  in  the  action.  Captain  Kemper  was  intrepid  and 
ekili.ul  in  the  management  of  his  guns  ;  and  tljfe  conduct  of  his  officers 
and  men  is  deserving  of  the  highest  commendation.  The  ckiuntless 
and  daehir/g  manner  in  which  Captain  Inge,  of  Colonel  'Barksdale's* 
staff,  discharged  his  duties,  under  a  fire  of  great  severity,  won  my 
admiration. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Major  Bryan,  Major  Brent,  Captain  G.  D. 
Moiifeon,  and  Lieutenant  Phillips,  of  my  staff,  for  the  meritorious  an'd 
distinguished  manner  in  which  they  performed  their  duties  during  that 
day.  Lieutenants  Eustis  and  Allston,  my  aids-de-caiap,  discharged 
4heir  varied  duties  with  d*al  and  gallantry.  Major  Bloomfield,  my 
•chief  quartermaster,  having  been  sent  from  the  field  by  General  Lee, 
to  Rich  in  end,  on  important  business,  returned  in  time  to  render  me 
goou  service.  I  was  also  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Randolph  Bryan, 
volunteer  aid;  for  devoted  and  gallant  services  on  this,  as  on  many 
previous  occasions. 

Next  morning  (Monday)  early,  I  received  orders  from  General  Lee 
in  person,  to  proceed  with  my  command  to  the  Darbytpwn  road,  and 
a,  guide  was  furnished  me  .by  him,  to  conduct  me  thither.  I  promptly 
>put  my  column  in  motion,  and'marched  some  twelve  miles  to  Timber- 
lake's  store,  on  the  Darjjy town  road,  where  I  arrived  about  two  o'clock, 
P.  M.  There  I  received  a,  note  from  General  Lee's  headquarters,  in 
forming  me  that  he,  with  General  Lor.gstreet,  vas  at  the  intersection 
•of  the  New  Maikct,  Charles  City  and  Quaker  roads,  and  enquired  how 
far  I  h;id  progressed  en  r,oute  .to  that  p.oint.  [See  paper  filed  no.  2.] 
Soon  after,  I  received  a  communication,  also  from  General  Lee,  through 
Major  Bloomfield,  directing  me  to  halt  and  rest  my  men,  but  to  bo 
ready  to  move  at  any  time. 

In  obedience  to  this  order,  my  command  remained  at  this  place. un 
til  about  half  past  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Longstreet  to  go  \vith  my  command  to  the  aid  of  General 
Holmes,  on  the  Ne\v  Market' road.  The  owryjr  of  the  farm  at  New 
Market,  who  was  present  at  Timberlake's  store,  made  an  offer,  which 
was  accepted,  to  point  o.ut  a  short  route  to  New  Market,  not  practica 
ble  for  artillery.  The  troops  were  instantly  put  in  motion — the  artil 
lery,  escorted.by  Semmes'  brigade,  proceeded  by  $ie  Darbytown  road, 
the  infantry  by  the  shorter  one,^to  New  Market.  After  the  column 
had  marched,  I  received  another  order  from  General  Longstreet, 
•directing  me  .to  send  the  infantry  ^y  the  shortest  route,  and  to  depend 
upon  him  for  artillery.  [See  paper  marked  No.  3.]  This  plan  having 
'been  already  substantially  adopted,  was  adhered  to.  Soon  after,  a 
courier  informed-me  that  Colonel  Chilton  wrshed  to  see  me  in  front,  on 
the  Darbytown  road,  and  that  he  was  sent  to  conduct  nie  to  him.  I 
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immediately  galloped  wifeh  him,  and  found  Colonel  Chilton  near  the 
intersection  of  the  Darbytotfn  and -Long  Bridge  rofts.  He  asked  me 
where  my  command  was,  and  after  informing  him  what  disposition 
had  been  made  of  rny  command,  by  order  of  General  Lon^street,  he 
said  he  would  show  me  where  my  ri«jht  would  be  placed  in  support  of 
General  Holmes';  and,  conducting  me  through  the  woods  to  what  is 
known  as  the  River  road,  he  pointed  out  the  intersection  of  the  road 
along  which  wo  came,  with  'the, River  road,  as  the  point'at  which  my 
right  was  to  rest,  and  instructed  me, to  form  my  command  there,  and 
to  ma  rch  it  diagonally  through  the  woods,  and  I  would  thus  find  the 
position  in  which  I  would  support  General  Holmes. 

Having  previously  sent  a  staff  officer  to»bring  up  General  Sarnmes' 

'  brigade,  which  had  been^-scorting  the  artillery,  and  sending  another 
of  the  staff  to  New  Market  to  hasten  the  troops-,  I  left  another  staff 
officer  to  designate  the  point  indicated  by  Colonel  Chilton,  and  galloped, 

'  myself,  to  the  front,  on  the.  River  road,  in  the  hope  of  finding  General 
Holmes. 

After  going  about  a  mile,  without  being  able  to  see  qim,  and  it  be 
ing  near  sunset,  I  directed  another  of  my  staff  to  find  him,  and  inform 
him  that  I  was  moving  up  to  his  support  on  his  left.  I  rcturnel, 
myself,  to  the  position  of  General  Semmes,  to  which  Iliad  ordered  my 
conims^d,  at  New  .Market,  to  proceed  rapidly.  I -ordered  General 
Setnmes  to  move  forward  through  the  woods,  in  Obedience  to  Colonel 
Chil ton's  'directions.  He  replied,  that  it  was  impossible  to  do  so, 
owing  to* the  density  of  the  woods,  and  the  approaching  darkness, 
•without  disorganizing  his  command.  I  informed  him  it  was  Colonel 
Ghilton's  order,  and  he  -attempted  to  execute  it.  I  then  gi Hoped 
towards  New  Market,  with  the  view  of  hurrying  forward  the  remainder 
of  rny  command,  when  I  received  an  order  from  General  Longs treet 
to  bring  one-half  of  it  to  the  position  occupied  by  him,  and  very  soon 
after  another  osder  from  Colonel  Chilton  to  proceed  with  the  whole  of 
it  to  General  Longstreet.  This  order  was  received  at  the  intersection 
of  the  Darby  town  and  Long  Bridge  roads.  I  instantly  despatched 
staff  officers  to  bring  up  my  command,  directing  Oeneral •  McLaws' 
divison,  which  had  be.er.1  engaged  the  day  before,  and  was  extremely 
fatig-ued,  to  form  the  rear.  I  remained  at  the  spot  uatil  the  head  of 
my  advancing  columns  reached  it,  when,  having  ordered  them  forward 
on  the  Long  Bridge  road,  I  proceeded  rapidly  to  tho  front,  and  re 
ported  myself  to  Generals  Lee  and  Longstreet.  General  Lee  dire.cjed 
me,  as  soon  as  my  troops  came  up,  to  relieve  those. of  General  Long- 
street/ on  his  4ate  buttle- field,  -about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  front.  Pro 
ceeding  to  tn.Q  battle-field,  I  directedgjhe  necessary  dispositions  of  the 
troops  co  be  made.,  as  soon  as  they  should  come  ;  and  was  occupied  on 
duty  until  ft\ree  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  Tuesday  morning.  Having  slept 
about' an  hour,  I*  proceeded,' before  sunrise,  to  our  front,  winre  I 
learned  that  the  enemy,  who  had  been  felt,  according  to  General  Lee's 
instructions,  during  the  night,  were  still  in  position.  Making  the 
necessary  dispositions  as  rapidly  as  possible,  which  could  not  be 
properly  done  in  the  darkness  of  the  preceding  nig^,  I  advanced' a 
line  of  battle,  capturing  somo  prisoners  and  a  hospital  of  wfunded 
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men.  I  found  tfoit  the  troops  in  -front  were^only  a  small  rear  guard, 
a  portion  of  wholl  made  their  escape.  My  skirmishers' soon  came  in 
contact  with  those  of  General  Jackson,  but,  fortunately,  recognizing 
each  other,  a  collision  was  avoided.  Being  anxious  to  pursue  these 
slight  successes  by  pressing  en^the  'retiring  enemy^  I  desired,  after 
the  junction  with  General*  Jackson's  forces,  to  continue  my  direct 
movement  to  the  front,  and  volunteered,  with  my  command,  to  lead 
in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  General  Jackson  replied  tint  his  troops 
were  fresher  than  mine  ;  and  General  Lee  then  directed  me  to  pro 
ceed  by  the  Quaker  road,  and  to  form  on  the  right  of  Jackson.  Hav 
ing  been  provided  with  three  guides,  soldiers  born  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood,  who  knew,  thoroughly  all  the  roads,  I  put  my  troops  in 
motion,  right  in  front,  to  march  on  the  Quaker  road,  which  was 
nearly  parallel  to  that  on  which  Jackson  marched,  with  a  view  of 
forming  a  line  of  battle  to  the  left,  and  thus  occupying  that  road,  and 
resting  my  left  on  Jackson's  right.  General  Longstreet  having 
expressed  some  doubt  as  to  the  roac^  in  question  being  the  Quaker 
road,  I  examined  the  guides  separately,  and  was  satisfied  that  they 
were  right.  I  informed  him  that  if  he  would  give  me  an  order  to 
move  by  any  other  road  I  would  obey  it  with  pleasure.  This  he  de 
clined  to  do.  1^.  therefore  marched  as  originally  ordered,  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  on  this  road.  General  Lotigstreet,  who  had  now  o^rtaken 
me,  expressed  again  his  convictions  that  this  could  not  be*  the  Quaker 
road,  and  desired  that  I  should  return  to  another  road,  parallel  to 
this,  but  nearer  to  Jackson's  right.  An  order  to  the  s'a me  effect 
having  been,  comraunicated  by  a  staff  officer  of  General  Lee,  about 
this  time,  I  marched  in  the  new  direction.  •  It  turned  out,  however, 
that  the  road  to  and  along  which  I  had  been  marching,  following  the 
guides  was,  and  is,  the  Quaker  road — the  only  one  universally  known 
as  such  by  the  people  in  {hat  country.  [See  the  affidavits  of  the  three 
guides  and  Mr.  Binford,  marked  No,.  4,  &c.J  General  Lee  then 
directed  me  to  place  my  troops  on  the  right  of-  Huge.r,  who,  in  th& 
meantime,  had  formed  on  the  right  of  Jackson.  Thjs  I  did  as  far  as 
the  ground  would  permit,  placing  my  three  divisions  en  echelon  to  the 
right  and  rear.  1  had  scarcely  made  these  arrangements,  when  I 
received  an  order  from  General  Longstreet  to  support  General  Arm- 
istead  an  his  right.  Barksdale's  brigade  being  already  to  his  right 
and  rear,  I  ordered  Cobb's  to  his  immediate  support,  preceded  by  the 
sixteenth  Georgia  regiment,  armed  with  Enfield  rifles,  which  he  placed 
still  further  to  his  right  flank,  as  skirmishers,  to  protect  it,  whilst 
the  infantry  of  Cobb's  legion  was  poste'd  to  protect  the  aryllery.  The 
enemy  had  for  some  time  pre*flfc»us  opened  a  heavy  cannonade  on  the 
position  occupied  by  my  troops,  from  the  effects  of  which  a  caisson 
exploded,  and  we  were  in  danger  of  losing  our  men. 

Having  proceeded  to  the  front,  in  advance  of  Cobb's  brigade,  I  re- 
aonnoitered  the  enemy's  position,  in  company  with  Lieutenant  Phil 
lips  and  Colonel  Edmunds,  sent  by  General  Armistead.-  Fro*n  two 
points  in  the  open  field .  the  enemy  could  be  well  seen.  I  found  a 
part  of  General  Arraistead's  brigade  lying  in  order  of  battle,  under 
the  bfow  of  a  hill,  covered  by  wood,  through  which  a  road  passed, 
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parallel  to  the  edge  ot  the  field  occupied  by  the  enemy.  The  wood 
through  which  my  troops  had  to  pass  to  reach  this  ro'ad,  was  very 
dense,  and  the  ground  very  difficult.  '  I  immediately  Selected  thi.3 
road  as  the  best  -position  to  form  t/oops,  •designed  to  operate  against 
the  enemy,  whilst  the  hill  ard  wood  in  front  afforded' a  strong  posi 
tion  for  a  permanent 'line  of  battle.  In  this  reconnoissanoe,  I. found 
tlie  enemy  to  be  strongly  posted  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  commanding  ah 
undulating  field  between  us,  which  fell  ojff  to  our  right  into  a  plain  or 
meadow,  a  portion  of  the  latter  bordering  on  the  Quaker  road  from 
which  I  had  just  returned.  The  enemy  having  reached  these  heights, 
and  placed  himself  in  communication  with  his  gunboats  on  the  river, 
I  was  satisfied  from  the  position  of  his  lines,  and  from  the  cheering 
which  had  taken  place  when  his  troops  were  thus  reassembled,  that 
the  whole  army  of  M'Clellan  was  in  our  front.  His  batteries  of  ar 
tillery  were  numerous,  and  were  collected  into  (2)  two  large  bodies, 
strongly  supported  by  infantry,  a.n.d  commanded  perfectly  the  meadow 
on  our  right,  and  the  field  in  our  front,  except  the  open  ravines 
formed  by  the  undulations  of  tlie  ground.  Beyond  the  hill,  to  the 
rear  of  that  occupied' by  the  enemy,  since  known  as  "Malvern  Hill," 
firing  had  taken  place  in  the  morning  from  a  battery  posted  in  that 
direccion,  which  aho  commanded  the  meadow,  or  a  considerable  po*r-t 
tion  of  it.  The  field  in  which  the  batteries  nearest  to  us  were  place  I, 
is  called  "Crew's  farm,"  and  the  best  line  of  approach  to  these  bat 
teries  seemed  to  be  to  the  right  and  front*  under  the  cover  of  the  hills 
formed  by  the  falling  off  t>f  this  field  into  the  meadow.  General  Arra- 
istead  having  informed  me  that  General  Longs'treet  would  send  him 
two  batteries,  I  deemed  such  an  artillery  force  inadequate,  and  soon 
after  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  I).  Lee,  Chief,  of  Artillery,  to 
bring  up  from  all  the  batteries  thirty  rifle  pieces,  if  possible*  With 
these -I  hoped  to  shatter  the  enemy's  infantry;  but  as  they  did  not  ar 
rive,  the  interval  was,  perhaps,  too  brief  before- 1  was  ordered  to  make 
the  attack.  Returning  rapidly  to  the  position  occupied  b^  the  remainder 
of  my  troops,  I  gave  Brigadier  General  Jones  the  necessary  orders 
fo^r  the  advarfce  of  his  division,  composed  of  Anderson's,  and  fJ\>ombs' 
brigade's,  one  of  which  (Anderson's-),  had  already  occupied  the  posi 
tion  lately  held  by  Cobb.  Whilst  this  was  being  done,  a  heavy  and 
crushing  fire  was  opened  from  the  enemy's  guns,  Of  great  raAge  and 
metal.  About  this  time,  I  received  an  order  .from  Colonel  Chilton,- 
stating  that  an  order- had  been  given  t'o  General  Arraistead,  when  his 
artillery  fire  had  broken  the  enemy's  lines,  as  it  probably -would  do, 
to  "charge  with  a  yell,"  and  directing  me  to  do  the  same.  [See  pa 
per  filed,  .marked  No.  5.]  I  ag-dn.  gave  orders  to  hasten  the 
movements  of  the  troops,  and  superintended  them  in  person,  as  far  as 
it  was  possible.  The  enemy's  fire  by  this  time  became  intense. 
I  then  received  an  order  fijom  General  Lee,  through  Captain  Dicjdn- 
son,  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  "to  advance  rapidly,  press  forward 
rhy  whole  line,  and  follow  Armistead'a  successes,  as  the  enemy  were 
reported  to  be  getting  off."  (General  Armistead  had-  repulsed, 
driven  back  and  followed  up  a  heavy  body  of  the  enemy's  skirmish 
ers.)  [See  paper  marked  No.  6.]  Captain  Dickinson  informed  me 
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fry  note,  at  the  same  time,  that  Mahone's  and  Ransom's  brigades  of 
Huger's 'division,  would  be  ordered  up  immediately.  Having  com 
pleted  the  necessary  arrangements  for  my  three  divisions,  and- not 
feeling  myself  at  liberty  to  hesitate,  under  the  stringency  of  my  in 
structions,  I  galloped  to  the  front,  and,  at  the  request  of.  General 
Wright,  again  reconnoitered  the  enemy,  in  oompany  with  himself  and 
General  'Armi«tead,  from  the  meadow  on  the  right  and  the  hill  in 
front,  and  arranged  with  them  a  simultaneous  attack,  from  that  por 
tion  of  the  line  under  my  comrnand.  'Soon  after,  Mahone's  brigade 
having  arrived,  and  the  hour  growing  late,  I  gave  the  order  that 
Wright's  brigade,  supported  by  Mahone's  shoul:!  advance  and  attack 
the  enemy's  batteries  on  the  right.  That  Jones'  ai  vision,  expected 
momentarily,  should  advance  on  the  front,  and  Ransom's  brigado 
thould  attack  oa  the  left.  My  plan  being  to  hurl  about  fifteen  thou 
sand  men  against  the  enemy's  batteries  and  supporting  infantry,  to 
follow  up  any  successes  they  might  obtain,  and  if  unable  to  drive 
the  enemy*from  his  strong  position,  to  continue  the  fight  in  front,  by 
pouring  in  fresh  troops,  and  in  case  they  were  repulsed,  to  hold 
strongly  the  line  of  battle  where  I  stood,  to  prevent*  serious  disaster 
to  our  own  a?ms.  .  .- 

This  plan  was  substantially  carried  out,  producing  the  favorable 
results  which  followed.  '  Proceeding  tb  execute  it,  I  sent  my  principal 
adjutant  general,  Major  Henry  Bryan,  to.  put  in  motion  the  brigade 
of  General  Wright.  This  ^as  abouf  half  pa<u  five  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Having  given  Major  Bryan  ample  time  to-  execute  this  order,  and 
finding  Jones'  division  not  yet  up,  owing  to  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
the  ground  over  which  *he  had  to  pass,  and  having  sent  oft  all  my 
fetaff  officers  on  urgent  erronds,  I  proceeded  to  address  a  few  words 
to  Mahone's  brigade  and  ordered  it  forward!  Returning  rapidly  to 
the  centre,^  directed  General  Arm  istead  to  advance  with  the  remain 
der  of  his  brigade.  Bein^  informed  by  him  that  his  beat  troops  were 
already  in  fro^pt.  these  in  hand  being  raw,  I  directed  the  three  regi 
ments  of  Cobb's  brigade,  then  on  the  spot,  instead  of  Armistead'a 
force,  to  advance  in  line  and  attack- the  enemy  in  front,  and  th^r 
moved  forward  accoidingly,  without  delny.  At  this  moment,  I  seufc 
&n  aider,  to  General  Ransom,  on  my  left,  to  advance ;  and  I  pro 
ceeded  in  person  to  Colonel  Baik=dale's  brigade,  of  my  own  division," 
guperintrtided  its  formation,  and  directed  him  to  advance  to  the  sup 
port  of  the  troops  who  hud  blrendy  preceded  him  on  the  right.  Hero 
tb."  fire  of.  the  enemy's  grape,  shrapnell  and  round  shot  was  terrific, 
stripping  the  limls  from  the 'trees,  ard  ploughing  up  the  ground 
under  our  feet.  This  g-tllant  brigade,  not  quailing  for  an  instant, 
-.advanced  steadily  into,  the  fight.  On  iny -return  to  the  position  I  hid 
selected,  arid  to  which  I  directed  rny  staff  officers  to  report,  I  learned 
ly  note  from  General  Uansom,  that  neither  he  nor  General  Iluger 
knew  where  the  battery  was,  and -that  all  orders  coming  to  him  must 
Come  through  General  Iluger.  [See  paper  filed,  No.  ?-.]•  I  sent  sev 
eral  staff  officers  successively,  urging  him  to  advance  to  the  front 
find  attack  on  the  left,  and  in  support  of  those  who,  by  this  time; 
were  hotly  engaged,  but  this  .gallant  officer  felt  himself  constrained 
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to  obey  his  instructions,  and  withheld  the  jj«3sired  support.-  He  never 
theless,  afterwards  sent  me  one  regiment,  which  was  ordered  into 
action  on  the  left  of  those  already  engaged.  The  fire  of  musketry 
ac-d  artillery  now  raged  with  terrific  fury.  The  battle-field  was  en 
veloped,  in  smoke,  relieved  only  by  flashes  from  the- lines  of  th'o 
contending  troops.  Round  shot  and  grape  crashed  through  thje 
woods;  and  shells  of  enormous  size,  which  reached  far  beyond  the 
headquarters  of  our  gallant  Coramander-in-Chief,  burst  amidst  the 
artillery  parked  in  the  rear.  Belgian  missiles  and  rninnie  balls  lent 
their  aid  to  this  scene  of  surpassing  grandeur  and  sublimity.  Amidst 
all,  our  gallant  troops  in  front  pressed  on  to  victory,  now  cheered  by 
the  rapid  fire  of  friends  on  their  leit,  as  they  had  been  encouraged  in 
$eir  advance  by  the  gallant  brigades  on  the  right,  commanded  by 
Generals  Wright  and  M  ah  one?  Nevertheless,  the  enemy,  from  his 
strong -position  and  great  numbers,  resisted  stoutly  the. onset  of  our 
heroic  bands,  and,  bringing  into  action  his  heavy  reserves,  some  of 
our  men  were  compelled  to  fall  back.  They  were  easily  rallied,  how 
ler,  and  led  a^ain,  with  fury,  to  the  attack  The  noble,  accomplished 
and  gallant  Harrison,  commander  of  the  "  Charles  'City  Troop,'* 
unitirigthis  exertions  with  ray  own,  rallied  regiment  after  regiment, 
nnd  leading  one  of  thorn  to  the  front,  fell,,  pierced  with  seven  wounds', 
near  the  enemy's  batteries.  Holding  the  strong  position. of  the  woo.d 
and  ravine  with  one  regiment  of  Armistead's  brigade.  I  ordered  the 
remaiiiticr  of  his  brigade  to  the  support  of  those  in  front;  and  about 
this  time  that  skillful,  and  devoted  ofacer,  General  Ransom,  led  his 
brigade  forward,  having  obtained  the  requisite  authority,  and  gave 
further  support  to  the  left  of  our  line,  whilst  General  Jones,  having 
overcome  the  great  difficulties  of  the  ground  over  which  he  had  ta 
pass,  gallantly  supported  the  troops  on  our  right  with"  Colonel  An 
derson's  brigade  of  his  division  ;  the  other,  General  Toombs'  brigade, 
having  obliqued  to  the  left,  where  it  was  formed  in  the  road,  and  le^it 
its  support  to -some  of  the  reserve,  troops  which  were  brought  into 
action-.  Towards  the  close  of  the  action,  I  received  another  order 
from  Colonel  Chilton  "to  press' the- enemy  on  my  right,"  stating  that 
General  McLaws'  division  "had  gone  in  fresh."  [See  copy -filed,  No. 
8.]  That  division  not  having  reached  the  wood  bordering  on  the 
open  field  in  advance, \I  despatched  'Major-  HA  Hosted,  of  the  Zouave 
battalion,  acting  temporarily  on  my  staff,  to  hasten  it  forward, -and 
bring  up  two  batteries  of  artillery,*  which  I  desired  to  have  in  hand 
for  anything  that  might  occur.  Not  being  able  to  find  the. commander 
of  the  division,  General  McLaws,  and  it  being  near  dusk,  Major  Hyl- 
lested  gave  the  orders  directly  .to  the  commanders  of-brigades.  These 
brigades  were  in  line  of  battle  at  Mrs.  Carter's  house,  with  an  inter 
val  of  abput  one  hundred  yards  between  ttap  'for  the  passage  of 
artillery.  These  commanders,  Kershaw  and  Semmes,  with  the'gal- 
lantry  and  promptness  which  have  characterized  them  on  every 
occasion,  advanced  with  their  h/igades  at  once  ;  General  Semmes  to 
the  right,  and  General  Kerstoaw  to  .th-e  left,  increasing  their  interval 
as  they  passed  through  the  dense.. wood,  which  intervened  between 
them  -arid  the  enemy's  position,  and  go-ing  into  action  on  the  right 
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and  left  of  the  position  occupied  by  myself.  Their  engagement  with 
the  enemy  was  not  known  to  me  until  Jialf-past  eight  o'clock,  at 
•which  time  Major  Hyllestad,  who  had  gone  stilj  further  to  the  rear 
for  the  artillery,  reported  to  me.  their  advance  to  the  front.  These 
gallant  leaders  engaged  the  enemy  with  vigor  and  devotion,  and, 
though  the  batteries  were  not  carried,  contributed  n:ueh  to  the  rout, 
panic  and  demoralization  which  marked  the  enemy's  escape  from  the 
battle-field  at  an  early  hour  of  the  night. 

Previous  to  the- arrival  of  General  MoLaws'  division,  I  had  sent 
for  reinforcements,  having  determined  to  retain  the  ground  we  had 
gained  in  front,  if  possible,  and  to  hold  the  strong  position  of  the  wood 
and  ravine 'at  all  hazards,  to  guard  against  any  reverse.  Troops  were 
sent  me  from  General  A.  P.  Hill's  command,  and  two  brigades  kep$ 
at  hand,  to  be  used  in  case  of  necessity.  I  regret  that  I  have  been 
unable  as  yet  to  procure  the  reports  of  their  commanders.  Darkness 
had  now  set  in,  and  I  thought  of  withdrawing  the  troops,  but  as  we 
had  gained  many  advantages,  I  concluded  to  let  the  battle  subside, 
and  to  occupy  the  field,  which  was  done  to  within  one  hundred  yardfc 
of  the  enemy's  guns.  Pickets  were  accordingly  established  by  Brig 
adier.  Generals  Mahone  and  Wright,  whose  brigades  slept  on  the  bat 
tle-field  in  the  advanced  positions  they  had  won.  Armistead's  brigade 
and  a  portion  of  Ransom's  also  occupied  the  battle-field.  The  enemy 
retreated  precipitately  during  the  night  from  this' strong  place  -which 
he  intended  to  occupy,  and  which .  he  had  commenced  to  fortify, 
having  reached  his  gunboats,  the  latter  taking  part  in1  the  battle.,  lie 
left  on  the  battlefield  his  dead  and  wounded,'  spiked  and  abandoned 
two  piec-es  of  artillery,  leaving  caissons,  ambulances,  wagons,  and 
large  quantities  of  medical,  commissary,  and  ordnance  storesUn  our 
hands.  He  threw  into  the  ravines  a  large  amount  of  ammunition, 
and  BtreWdd  .the  roads  with*  thousands  of  muskets,  cartridge  boxes, 
&c.,  in  his  flight  down  the  river.  [See  paper  No  9,  Colonel  Cobb's 
le'fter.]  lie  was^forced  to  retire  a  Beater  distance  from  Richmond. 
and  to  relinquish  a  healthy  and  commanding  position,  which  Ire  has 
since  attempted -in  vain  to  retajce.  Notwithstanding  the  strength  of 
the  enemy's  position.,  his  great  numerical  superiority  and  the  difficul 
ties  of  reaching  him,  our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  will  compare 
favorably  in  proportion  to  the  number  engaged,  with  that  sustained 
in  most  of  the  previous  engagements  near  Richmond.  It  will  not  ex 
ceed,  I  think,  twenty-nine  hundred  (2,900)  killed  and  wounded,  out 
of  a  force  of  twenty-six  or  twenty-.eight  thousand  undtff  my 
orders,  engaged  and  under  fire,  whilst  the  loss  of  the  enemy  I  esti- 
mate  at  between  six  and  seven  thousand  from  the  fire  of  my  troops 
alone.  '  V 

There  was  no  infa^ry  attack  by  General  Holmes,  on  my  right, 
as  far  as -I  can-  learn.  'The  reports  of  the  officers  commanding 
on  my  left  will  doubtless  make  known,  their  operations.  The  officers 
and  men  under  my  command  fought  generally  with  the  greatest  hero 
ism  and  devotion,  and  though  &ome  concision  arose,  from  the  great 
distance  which  had  to  be  traversed,  the  narrowness  of  the  field,  and 
extreme  severity  of  the  enemy's  fire,  there  were  no  evidences  of  panic, 
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and  the  man  were  easily  rallied  and  led  tp  the  field.  My  command, 
of  three  divisions,  being  separated  from  the  wagons,  had  been  almost 
constantly  marching  from  Sunday  morning  until  Tuesday  evening, 
•with'  little  sleep  and  without  food,^t  being  deemed  by  me  imprudent 
to  block  up  a  narrow  road  with  a  wagon  train.  They  were  or 
dered,  after  the  battle  waa  over,  by  their  respective  commanders,  to 
the  positions  from,  which  they  went  into  action,  to  obtain  supplies  of 
food  and  water.  The  officers  and  men  composing  Jones'  division  de 
serve  special  commendation  for  the  faithful  and  fearless  manner  ia 
which  they  performed  their  perilous 'duties  at  the  stations  known^as 
Garnett's  and  Price's  farms,  and  for  their  impetuous  gallantry  as  dig- 
played  in  the  actions  of  .the  27th  and  25th  of  June  opposite  Gould.- 
ing's  farm. 

In  the  brigade,  commanded  by  the  .gallant  General  Semme's,-  Colo 
nels  August  and  Gumming,  fifteenth  Virginia  and  tenth  Georgia  regi 
ments,  and.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Waggaman,   of  the  tenth   Louisiana* 
were  particularly  distinguished,  the  two   former   being  wounded  and 
the  las'tj^ taken. prisoner.     In  reference  to  other  highly  meritorious  offi 
cers  of  the  line,  I   beg  leave   to  refer  to  the  enclosed   paper,  marked 
l^Q.  1:2,  containing   the  names  of  those  who  are  specially  noticed  in 
the  reports  of  the  division,  brigade   and  regimental  commanders.     I 
cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
brigades  attacking  in-  front — Brigadier  General  .Mahone,  command 
ing  the   second   brigade   Virginia  volunteers,   and   General   Wright, 
third  brigade,  both   of   Huger's   division;    Colonel.  Barksdale,   com 
manding  third  Mississippi    brigade   of  Magruder's  division;   Colonel 
Norwood,  second  Louisiana  regiment,  mortally  wounded,  commanding 
three  regiments,  Cobb's  brigade, f  Magruder's  division;  Major  Ashtcn, 
of  the  same  regiment,  who   fell   heroically,    bearing  the  colors  of  hjs 
regiment  to  the  front;   Colonel  Dowd,  fifteenth  Nortfc  Carolina;   Col 
onel  Goode  Bryan,  sixteenth   Georgia,. Cobb's   legion,  who  ;  had  been 
relieved  from  picket  duty,   and  led  his   regiment  galjantly  into   the 
thickest  of  the  fight,  with  the  coolness  and  ability  which  characterized 
the  well-trained  soldier  ;   Colonels   Holler  and  Grifcn,  and  Lieuten- 
Colonel  Brandon,  of   the   third   Mississippi    brigade,   who   were  a.ll 
severely  wounded  whilst  gallantly  leading  their  regiments  into  action  ; 
also,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carter,  thirteenth  Mississippi,  who  was  borne 
from  the  field  w>unded,   and    Lieutenant4  Colonel  Flser,   Lieut.;  Col. 
Luse,  Major  McElroy,  and  Captain   Brooks,,  on  whom  the  regimental 
commands  devolved,  all  discharged  their  duties   with  signal  ability. 
Captain  Inge,  Assistant  Adjutant   General   of  this   brigade,    distin 
guished  in  every  path  where  duty  leads  to  peril,  was  most  conspicu 
ous  OB  this  field,'where  he  won  for  himself  the  united  commendation 
of  the:  brigade  and  regimental  commanders,  to  w.hose  testimony  I  can 
add  my  own  from  personal  observation.     Colonel  Ilodgers  and  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel  Evans,  of  the  fourteenth  Virginia  ;  Colonel  Edmunds 
and  Major  Cabell,  thirty-eighth  Virginia,  and  Colonel- Taml.in,  of  the 
thirty-second  Virginia,  all  deserved  the  commendation  of  ^heir  brig 
ade  commanders  and    my  own/    Brigadier    General   Armiste^d   held 
the  line  [  of  battle  in  the  wood- which,  skirted  the  field,  and  after  bring-. 
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ing  on  the  action  in  the  mast  gallant  manner,  by  repulsing  an  attack 
of  a  heavy  body  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  skilfully  lent  support' to 
the  contending  troops  in  front,  When  it  was  required.  Brigadier 
General  Cobb,  whose  brigade  w^  posted  at  three  different  stations, 
occupied  a  central  position-  near  General  Armistead,  and  rendered 
gallant  and  useful  service,  not  only  by  the  promptness  and  skill  with 
'which  \\e  -came  forward,  and  placed  his  troops  in  front,  in  support  of 
General  Armistead,  but  by  the  devotion  with  which  he  rallied,  under 
an  extremely  heavy  fire,  bodies  of  troops  which  had  suffered  severely 
from' the  enemy.  Brigadier  General  Jones,  with  his  admirable 
division  of  gallant  Georgians,  the  brigades  commanded  by  General 
Toombs  .and  Colonel  Anderson,  lent  efficiept  support  to  the  troops 
in  frent,  enabling  them  to  maintain  their  ground. 

I  regret  to  Jose  the  services  of  my  g  dlant  and  efficient  assistant 
adjutant  general,  Major  Henry  Bryan,  who  was  twice  severely  wounded, 
whilst  accompanying  Cobb's  brigade  to  the  attack  on  the  batteries. 

My  ^thanks  are  especially  due  to  my  aides-de-camp,  Lieutenants 
Allston,  Eustis  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel-  Gary,  inspectorgericra.1  j  Major 
Bloomfield,  chief  quartermaster  ;  Major  Brent,  chief  of  ordnance  • 
Major  Hyllested,  of  the  Zouave  battalion,  acting  aid-de-c.am^),  Cap 
tain  Dickinson,  assistant  adjutant  general ;  Lieutenant  Phillips,  'of 
the  Confederate  cavalry  ;  Mr.  II.  M.  Stanard,  A.  A.  D.  C..  and  Mr. 
J.  Randolph  Bryan,  A.  A.  D.  C.,  for  distinguished  and  gallant  ser 
vices  on  the  field.  My  chief  commissary,  Major  A.  B".  Magruder, 
discharged  all  his  duties  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  I  ana,  also  in» 
debted  to  Captain  Coward,  of  General' Jones' staff,  for  gallant  and 
valuable  services.  Captain  Morris,  of  the  signal  corps.  Mr.  D.  F. 
Brashear  and  A.  C.  Diclvinson,  carried  my  orders  on  the  field,  and 
rendered  good  service..  The  brave  and  devoted  troopers  of  the  Chsrles 
City  cavalry  were'on  this,  as  on  all  other  occasions,  distinguished  for 
the  promptness,  intrepidity  and  intelligence,  with  which  they  dis 
charged  their  .important  duties.  To  their  chivalric  and  enterprising 
lieutenant,  (Hill  Barter,  Jr.,)  I  owe  a  public  acknowledgement  of  the 
great  services  he  has  rendered  the  country  on  every  occasion  which 
presented  itself  within  .the  last  fifteen  months.  I  beg  leave  to  bear 
testimony  to  -tho  gallantry,  skill  and  ability  ^f  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Stephen  D.  Lee,  my  chief  of  artillery.- 

It  is  proper  to 'add,  that  though  the  general  order  ofinttle,  directing 
the  weeks'  operations,  required  the  chief  engineer,  Major  Stevens,  to 
assign  engineer  officers  to  each  division,  whose  duty  it  should  be  '*  to 
make  provision  for  overcoming  ail  difficulties  tot  the  progress  of  the 
troops,",  no  engineer  officer  was  sent  to  me*  Lieutenant  Douglass,  of 
the  engineers,  had  been  attached  to  my  staff,  but  was  relieved  from 
that  position  ;  and  although  I  had  applied  for  his  services 'to  the 
headquarters  of  the  army, .more  thin  once,  I  could -not  obtain  them; 
nor  was  any  other  sent  in  his  place. 

As  to  the-  time  when  the  attack  on  the,  enemy's,  batteries  in  front 
was  mad%,  Brigadier  General  Armistead,  whose  advanced  troops  lad 
in  the. attack  from  the  centre,  states  in  his  report,  that,  in  the  charge, 
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the   brigades   ot   Mahono   and  Wright  came   up  immediately  on    his 

right,  Cobb'e  brigade  closely  following  h.is  advance. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BASKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Major  General. 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  OF- GENERAL  MAGRUDER. 

RICHMOND,  September  9,  1862. 

General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General :  • 

SIR:  1  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  .forward,  at  once,  to 
the  Secretary  o/  War  the  enclosed  paper,  marked  A,  (remarks  of 
General  Lee  on  the  report  of  Major  General  J.  B.  Ma'gruder  of  .the 
operationrof  his  command  near  Richmond,)  and  the  paper  B,  (state- 
ment  cf  General  Magruder  in  explanation  of  General  Lee's  remarks 
on  General  Mngruder's  report  of  the  operations  of  his  command  near 
Richmond,)  in  order  that  they  may  be  submitted  to  the  President 
without  delay. 

The  papers  numbered  I,  2  and  3,  herewith  enclosed,  refer  to  my 
report  of  operations  of  my  Command  near  Richmond,  with  which 
I  beg  leave  to  request  that  you  will' have  them  filed,  in  order  that  my 
report  may  stand  complete.  They  have  been  previously  filed  with, 
my  report 'of  my  operations  on  the  Peninsula,  to  which  they  do  not 
refer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servrnt, 

J.  BANK  HEAD  MACRUIIER, 

*Mojor  General. 

From  General  Lee  to  Secretary  of  War.  ?   * '".. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA,  > 

Aii gust  14,  JS62.      J 

Hon.  G.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  \f  War,  Richmond}  Va.: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  -honor  to  transmit  the  report  of  Major  General 
M^gruder,  and  the  officers  of  his  command,  of  the  operations  hi  the 
late  engagements  around  Richmond.  A£  the  request  of  General  Ma 
gruder,  I  forward  the  report,  without  the  delay  which  would  necessi 
ty  attend  its  accompanying  my  own,  which,  for  the  want  of  the  • 
reports  oi'.other  division  commanders,  I  am  unable  to  submit.  I  have 
only  been  able  to  give  it  a  cursory  examination,  and  to  append  such 
remarks  us  were*su<];ge$ted  in  ks  perusal. 

General  Magruder  appears  to  have  greatly  exerted t  himself  to  ac 
complish"  the  duty  devolved  on  him,  and  I  can  bear  testimony  to  the 
uniform  alacrity  he. displayed  in  its  execution.  He  had  many  difficul 
ties,  to  contend  with,  I  know.  I  regretted  at  the  time,  andstfll  regret, 
that  they  could  not  have  been  more  readily  overcome.  I  feel  assured, 
however, .that  General  Magruder  intentionally  omitted  nothrng .  t<hat  . 
he  could  do  to  ensure  success. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

R.  E.  LEE,  General. 
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.[A.] 

Remarks  of  General  Lee  on  the  Report  of  Major  General  Mf  Cruder,  of, 
the  recent  operations  of  his  command  near  Richmond. 

1.  General  Magruder  is  under  a  misapprehension  as  to  the  separa 
tion  of  the  troops   operating   on  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahoininy, 
from  those  under  himself  and  General  Huger,  on  the  south  side.     He 
refers  to  this  subject  on  pages  2,  3,  4,  5,  6  and  7  of  his  report. 

The  troops  on  the  two  sides  of  the  river  were  only  separated  until 
•we  succeeded  in  occupying  the  position  near  whatsis  known  as  New 
Bridge,  which  occurred  before  twelve  o'clock  M.,  on  Friday,  June  27, 
and  before  the  attack  on  the  enemy  .'at  Games'  Mill. 

From  the  time  we  reached  the  position  referred  to,- 1  regarded  com 
munication  between  the  two  wings  of  our  army  as  re-established. 

The  biidge  referred  to,  and  another  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
above,  were  ordered  to  be  repaired-  before  noon,  on  'Friday,  and  the 
New  Bridge  was  sufficiently  rebuilt  to  he-passed  by  artillery  on  Friday 
night,  and  the  one  above  it  was  used  for  the  passage  of  wagons,  am 
bulances,  and  troops  early  on  Saturday  .morning. 

Besides  this,  all  other  bridges  above  New  Bridge,  and  all  the  fords 
above  that  point  were  open  to  us. 

2.  Major  General  Huger's  division  was  ordered  to  move,  o£ Sunday, 
by  the  Charles  City  road.     It  was  not   intended,  or  directed  to  move 
by  the  Williamsburg  road,  as  General  Magruder  seems  to  have  under 
stood  me  to  say,  on  Sunday,  the  29th  June.   '  (See  report,  p.  8.) 

3.  General  Magruder  sent  a  member  of  his  staff  tome  on  Sunday, 
when  he  had  reached   "  Fair  Oaks,"   an-d   requested  to  b%  reinforced, 
saying  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  in  his  front,  and  advancing  upon 
him.  jL: 

I  directed  two  of  General  Huger's  brigades  to  be  diverted  from  the 
Charles  City  road,  by  which  they  were  then  advancing,  and  moved  fo 
the  Williamsburg  road  to  support  General  Magruder. 

Thejfcwere  subsequently  ordered  to  return  to  their  original  line  of 
march,  there  being  found  to  be  no -need  for  them  on  the  Williamsburg 
road.  (See  report,  p.  11.) 

'  4.  The  report  sent  to  General  Magruder,  by  General  Jones,  that 
General  Jackson*had  informed  the  latter  that  be  could  not  co-operate 
with  him,  having  been^ordered  on  other  duty,  originated  in  some  mis 
take,  and  General  Magruder  was*  advised  of  the  error  as  soon  as  it 
cam£  to  my  knowledge.'  (See  p,  14.) 

5.  General  Magruder  is  under  a  misapprehension  as  to  the  with 
drawal  of  any  part  of  this  force,  wi-th  which  he  was  to  operate.  (See 
p.  14.)  The  misapprehension  arose  from  a*  misunderstanding  before 
referred  to,  as  to  the  road  by  which  General-  Huger  was  to  march  on 
Sunday,  June  29th,  and  from  the  erroneous  report  with  regard  to.  a 
change  in  General  Jackson's  movements  just  alluded  to. 

*6.  General  Magruder  was  ordered  to  relieve  the  troops  under  Gen 
eral  Longslreet,  Monday  night,  June  30th,  after  the  latter  had  been 
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operating  all  day,  had  repulsed  the  enemy  and  won  the  position  con 
tended  for.  Many  prisoners  had  already  rTeen  brought  in,  among 
them  General  McCall — and  the  battle  was  over.  No  enemy  WAS 
known  to  be  in  , position  that  njght,  and  our  troops  were  in  uadis- 
turbed  possession  of  the  battle-field.  One  of  the  objects  in  bringing 
up  General  Magruder  was.  to 'have  freshtroopa  to  discover  the  enemy. 
(See  p.  25  of  report.) 

7.  The  note  referred  to  by  General  Magruder,  as  received  from 
Colonel  Chilton,  directing  him  to  press  the  enemy  on  his  right;  and 
informing  him  that  General  McLaws'  division  had  gone  in  fresh,  (see 
p.  39.)  was  written  after  General  Magruder  had  sent  to  me  for  rein 
forcements  by  one  of  his  staff.  I  was  with  General  McLaws  at  the 
time,  and,  on  receiving  the  application,  ordered  General  McLaws  to 
advance  with  his  division..  General  Magruder* was  directed  to  press 
the  enemy  on  his  right,  because  I  thought  he  was  tending  to  march 
to  the  left. 

R.  E.  LEE,  General. 


Statement  of  General  Magruder,  in  explanation  of  General  iee'.v  remarks 
on  Gcf&ral  Magruder's  report  of  his  operations  abmt  Richmond,  in  tlie 
order  of  those  remarks  : 

Remark  No.  1.- — New  Bridge  was  finished  on  Friday  evening,  the 
27th,  instead  of  Saturday,  28th  of  June. 

I  wrote  fi*bm  memory  in  reference  to  the  time  of  its  being  finished, 

It  was.  reported   to  me   that   the   bridge,  three-quarters    of  a  m  U 
above.,  was  attempted  to  be^crossed  by  troops  (L  think  ^a  ftp  in  V  brig 
ade);  on  Saturday  morning,  from  the  south  to  the  north  side,  but  that, 
finding  the  bridge,  or  the  approach  to  it  dillicult,  they  came  down  and 
crossed  at  New  Bridge  on  the.  same  morning.  >;•'=: 

My  statement  in  fegard  to.  these  bridges  was  not  intended  as  a  crit 
icism  on  General  Lee's  plan,  but  t'o  show  the  pjsiiion  of  the  troops, 
with  a  view  to  the  proper  understanding  of  my  report,  and  to  prove 
that  the  enemy  might  have  reasonably  entertained  a  design,  after 
concentrating  his  troops,  to  march  on  Richmond. 

Ifymark  No.  2.  — I  learn,  since  making  my  ref  >rt,  from  Major  Gen 
eral  linger,  that  he  was  ordered  to  move  on  Sunday,  by. the  Charles 
Ci^y  road,  and  not  by  the  AViHiamsburgtroad,  as  [  then  understood. 

lie  informed  me  also,  however,  that  the  brig  ides  sent  at  my  request 
down  the  Williamsburg  road,  did  not  delay  Ins  operations  against  the. 
enemy.      TJie  same  statement  applies  to  rnuaik  No.  3. 

R'-mf.rk  No.  4. — The  mistake  alluded  to  hy  General  Lee  in  this  re 
mark,  originated  f^om  an  order  from  the  latter  t  >  General  Jackson. 

I  was;  Tjot.advis'ed  of  the  error  in  this  case  until  about  dark  on  the- 
same  day,  near  the  close  of  the  action  at  Savage  Station.  I  hud 
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nothing  to  do  with  the  mistake,  or  error,  however,  as  I  gave  no  order 
to  General  Jackson,  who  ranked  me. 

Remark  No.  6. — I  made  no  claim  in  my  report  to  any  participation 
in  General  Longstreet's  fight  on  Monday  evening,  but  merely  obeyed 
orders  in  relieving  General  Lonstreet's  troops  on  his  battle-field. 

Colonel  Goode  Bryan,  sixteenth  Georgia  regiment,  reported  to  me, 
however,  that  the  enemy  was  just  in  front  of  that  position  at 
half-past  three,  on  Tuesday  morning. 

Remark  No.  7. — This  seems  to  require  no  explanation.  I  reported 
the  order  from  Colonel  Chilton,  as  one  o£  the  series  directing  the  at 
tack. 

This  order  was  obeyed,  as  were  all  the  others.  The  above  is  re 
spectfully  submitted  as  a  part  of  my  report. 

•  J.  BANKHEAD   MAGRUDER, 

Major  General. 


[No.  I.]  , 

General  Magruder  to  Adjutant  General  Cooper. 
* 

FAIRFIELD  RACE-COURSE,  August  14,  1862. 

To  General  S.  COOPER,  • 

Adjutant   General,  Richmond,   Va.  : 

SIR  :  The  clerk,  in  copying  from  the  mtnutes  of  my  report  of  the 
operations,  omitted  the  name  of  my  able  and  gallant  ordnance  officer, 
Major  J.  L.  Brent.  I  beg  that  the  bearer,  Captain  Lickinson,  As 
sistant  Adjutant  General,  may  be  permitted  to  insert  his  name  next 
itbove  tha^of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carey. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfuHy  yours, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Majov  General  commanding. 


[No.  2.] 
General  Magruder  to  the  Secretary  $f  War. 

FAIRFIELD  RACE-COURSE,  NEAR  RICHMOND,) 
August  13,  1662.          } 

Hon.  GEO.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  change  the  thirty-sec 
ond  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  mentioned  in  my  report,  immediately 
tJter  the  name  of  Colonel  Tqmlin,  into  the  fifty-third  Virginia  regi- 
14 
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.inent,  which  regiment  is  commanded  by  that  officer,  and  not  the  thirty- 
second,  which  is  a  mistake  in  my  report.    I  haye  directed  Mr.  Turner, 
who  knows  the  particular  place  at  which  it  can  be  found,  to  make  the 
correction,  if  you  will  hand  it  to  him. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your»  obedient  servant, 

J.*B.  MAGRUDER, 

Major  General. 


[No.  &.1 
Captain  Dickinson  to  General  Magrudcr. 

General  Lee  expects  you  to  advance  rapidly.  He  says  it  is  reported 
the  enemy  is  getting  off.  Press  forward  your  whole  line  and 
follow  up  Armistead's  successes.  I  will  have  Mahone's  brigade  in 
the  place  first  occupied  by  General  Anderson.  Ransom's  brigade  haa 
gone  on  to  reinforce  Cobb.  Mr.  Logan  delivered  you  my  message,  I 
presume.  * 

Yours,  respectfully, 

A.  G.  DICKINSON, 

<T  ^  ,  Captain,  fyc. 

A  true  copy : 

W.    HlLLESTED, 

Major  and  A.* A.  G. 


General  Mahone  to  General  Magruder. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  BRIGADE,      ) 
Anderson^  Division,  August   8th,   1862.) 

To  Major  Jjeneral  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Commanding : 

•  GENERAL:  Yours  of  the  1st,  calling  my  attention  to  a  certain 
paragraph  in  my  report  to  you,  duly  received ;  and,  but  for  indis 
position,  it  would  more  promptly  have  had  my  attention.  I  remember 
very  well  when  General  Barksdale,  with  ^one  regiment,  came  to  our 
Bupport,  as  I  do  also  the  appeavarance  of  troops  from  the  front, 
flhortly  after  our  forces  (General  Wright's  and  my  own)  had  entered 
the  engagement ;  but  it  is  not  my  prerogative  to  discuss  the  operation 
of  the  troops,  even  if  they  had  all  fallen  under  my  own  eye.  I  mean 
no  reflection  by  the  allusion*  I  am  glad  you  have  called  my  atten 
tion  to  this  point  in  my  report,  for  I  do  not  desire  to  be  understood 
as  you  cpnclude  the  cursory  reader  will  infer.  I  prefer,  and  ask,  as 
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a  matter  of  gratification,  that  my  paragraph,  down  to  the  word  "here," 
be  altered  so  that  it  Vill  there  begin  and  read  as  follows : 

"Here  for  about  two  hours  the.  fire  and  fury  of  battle,  raged  with 
great  obstinacy,"  &c. 

I  will  be  glad  to  have  the  alteration  made  in  the  report  or  any  copy 
of  it  you  ha\je  sent  forward  to  General  Lee. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  * 

Your  obedient  servant, 

'  WILLIAM  MAHONE, 

Brigadier  General^. 
Official : 

A.  G.  DICKINSON, 

A.  A.   Geneml. 


General  Wright  to  General  Magruder. 

i 

HEADQUARTERS'  THIRD  BRIGADE, 
Anderson's  Division,   August  8th,   1862. 

Major  General  J.  B.  MAGRUDER,  f 

Richmond,   Virginia  : 

GENERAL  :  I  am  very  sorry  that  the  language  in  my  report  is  not 
sufficiently  explicit  to  be  understood.  I  could  not  have  meant  that  I 
was  to  attack  upon  the  right,  centre,  and  left,  when  ifc  vvas  stated, 
that  supported  by  General  Mahone,  I  was  to  attack  upon  the  right. 
A  simultaneous  move  was  to  be  made  upon  the  centre  and  left.  If  I 
am  not  greatly  mistaken,  General  Anderson's  brigade,  supported  by 
another,  whom  I  do  not  recollect,  was  to_  attack  upon  the  centre,  and 
General  Ransom's  brigade,  supported,  I  think,  by  General  Armistead's 
brigade,  was  to  attack  upon  the  left.  This  was  the  disposition  of 
your  forces  for  the  attack,  that  I  heard  dictated  by  yourself  and 
reduced  to  writing  and  made  out  by  cme  of  your  staff.  I  was  called 
upon  to  report  my  own  and  the  action  of  my  brigade,  and  did  not 
think  ifc  appropriate,  on  paper,  that  I  should  make  a  report  of  any 
other  movement  except  such  as  were  necessarily  connected  with. my 
own.  I  am  very  glad  to  find- that  our  loss  on  that  day  was  less  than 
it  was  thought  to  be.  I  know  that  the  enemy's  loss  was  very  severe. 
All  night  long  he  had  large  parties  with  lanterns  picking  up  his 
wounded  and  dead.  These  came  within-  even  a  few  paces  of  my  posi 
tion,  and  I  could  ascertain  by  the  lights  they  bore  and  their*  conver 
sation  that  they  were  engaged  in  removing  their  killed  and  wounded 
I  have  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  WRIGHT, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 
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Since  writing  the  above,  I  perceive  that  my  r,eport  says  I  was  or 
dered  to  attack  the  enemy's  right.  This  is  a  mistake  of  my  clerk 
who  copied  my  report.  The  original  draft  reads,  "I  was  ordered  to 
advance  and  attack  the  enemy  on  our  right,"  &c.  This  a  serious  error 
in  the  copy  you  have  and  may  be  also  in  the  one  that  General  Huger 
has.  1  will  take  steps  to  have  it  corrected.  .  • 

A.  R.  W. 


*     General  Ransom  to  General  Magruder.  V 

^  » 

JULY  1,   1862—5.45,  P.  M. 
General  MAGRUDER  : 

DEAR  SIR  :  General  Huger  is  present,  and  directs  me  to  say,  that 
neither  he  nor  I  know  where  the  battery  on  the  left  is,  and  also  that 
•'any  order  to  officers   or  troops  under  his   (General  Huger's)   com 
mand  must  pass  through  him.  < 
Respectfully, 

R.  RANSOM, 

Brigadier  General. 
A  tje  copy  :. 

W.  HYLLESTED. 


Order  of  General  Lee  to  General  Magruder. 

•: 

JULY   1st,   1862. 
General  MAGRUDER  : 

Batteries  have  been  established  to  act  upon  the  enemy's  lines.     If 
it  is  broken,  as  is  probable,  Armistead,  who  can  witness,  the  effect  of 
the  fire,  has  been  ordered  to  charge  with  a  yelt.     Do  the  same. 
By  order  of  General  Lee. 

R.  H.  PHILTON,  ' 

A.  A.   General. 
A  true  copy  : 

W.  HYLLESTED, 

'Major  and  A.  A.  I).   C. 


General  Longstreet  to  General  Magruder. 

Major  General  MAGRUDER,  commanding :     . 
GENERAL  :  I  sent  my  aid  and  a  guide  some  time  ago  to  take  you 
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by  the  nearest  route  to  New  Market  road,  and,  by  goin^  down  that 
road,  to  join  General  Holmes  in  front  of  that.  Please  hurry  as  much 
9,3  possible.  General  Holmes  has  been  expecting  you  a  long  time, 
and  is  in  much  need  of  you^ 

Very  respectfully,  t 

•  J.  LONGSTREET,  Major  General. 

If  you  can't  get  your  artillery,  leave  it,  and  send  to  me  from  New 
Market  for  such  as  you  want.  If  you  have  not  the  guide,  move  the 
troops  by  General  A:  P.  Hill  and  take  the  right  hand,  getting  into 
this.  ;  .  - 

A  true  copy: 

TV.  HYLLESTED,  Wto/or,  A.  A.  D.  C. 


General  Lee  to^ General  Magri'der. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT*  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA. 
Majjpr  General  MAGRUDER  : 

I  have  joined  General  Longstreet  at  the  intersection  of  the  New 
Market,  Charles  City  and  Quaker  roads.  I  wish  to  know  how  far 
you  have  progressed  en  route  to  this  point. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

«  R.  E.  LEE,  General. 

A  true  copy : 

W.  HYLLCSTED,    Major. 


General  Jones  to  General  Magruder. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  June  29,  1862. 
Major  General  MAGRUDER  : 

SIR  :  My  line  is  formed  to  the  left  and  somewhat  to  the  front  of 
General  Cobb.  The  enemy  seem  to  be  in  large  force  in  front  of  my 
right,  and  are  or  have  moved  a  little  to  their  right.  I  do  not  think 
it  prudent  for  me  to  attack  him  with  my  small  force,  unless  there  be 
a  simultaneous  attack  all  along  our  line.  I  will  keep  a  good  look-out 
on  my  left.  I  had  hoped  that  Jackson  would  have  co-operated  with 
me  on  my  left,  but  he  sends  me  word  that  he  cannot,  as  he  has  other 
important  duty  to  perform. 

Respectfully, 

D.  R.  JONES,  Brigadier  General. 
Official : 

W.  HYLLESTED,  Major. 
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• 

Order  of  General  Lee  to  General  Magruder. 

Ju.LY.'l,   1862. 

GENERAL:  The   commanding   General  diretts    that    yt>u   press  the 
enemy's  right.    McLaws  is  going  in  fresh.     By  order  of  General  LEE. 
tA  true  copy,  seemingly  from  the  handwriting  of  Lieutenant   Colo 
nel  Chilton. 

A.,  G.  DicKiissoN,  A.  A.   G. 


Affidavit  of  L.   T.   Gatcvood. 

I  am  an  enlisted  man,  member  oft  Henrico  4  Light  Guards;  was  a 
resident  of  Henrico  county ;  was  detailed  to  report  on  the  morning 
of  1st  July,  1862,  as  a  guide  to  Major  General  Magruder;  did  so 
report,  and  was  with  him  orr  the  morning  of  the  1st  July,  1S62. 

I  testify  that,  when  on  the  point  of  starting  with  his  forces  for  the 
Quaker  road,  Vith  J.  B.  Sweeney  as  a  guide,  Major  General  Magru 
der  interrogated  me  as  to  the  position  of  the  Quaker  road.  I  told 
him  that  it  left  the  Long  Bridge1  road  to  the  right,  just  above  Nathan 
Enroughty's  gate,  and  ran  diagonally  across  to  the  Charles-  City 
(river)  road,  and  that  I  indicated  to%nra  the  same  road  as  that  along 
which  he  was  afterwards  conducted  by  J.  B.  Sweeney. 

I  further  testify  that  I  do  now  and  always  believed  the  road  into 
which  Major  General  Magruder  was  conducted  to'  be  the  Quaker 
road,  and  fhat  this  is  the  only  road  in  that  neighborhood  regarded  as 
such. 

.  L.  T.   GATEWOQD. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  R.  II.  Nelson,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  Henrico  county,  Linton  T.  Gatewood,  who  made  oath  that 
the  above  certificate  signed  by  him  is  correct  and  true,  as  witness  my 
hand  and  seal,«this  22nd  day  of  July,  1862. 

•£L.  H.  NELSON,  /.  P. 
•Official  copy : 

J.  B.  ESTES,  A.  D.  C. 


Testimony  of  J.  B.  Sweeney.  «, 

I  am  an  enlisted  man,  a  member  of  Ilenrico  Light  Guards ;  was  a 
citizen  of  Henrico  county;  am  twenty-three  years  of  age  ;  was  born 
ind  raised,  and  was,  at  the  time  of  entering  service,  living  at 
Sweeney's  tavern,  about  thirteen  miles  from  Richmond,  and  in  the 
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vicinity  of  Malvern  Hill,  near  the  Quaker  road  ;  know  the  country 
intimately,  having  frequently  hunted  every  foot  of  ground  in  that 
vicinity. 

I  testify  that,  when  ordered  to  conduct  Major  General  Magruder 
into  the  Quaker  road  on  the  mornjng  of  1st  July,  18(?27 1  did  so  con 
duct  his  forces,  leading  him  into  what  I  had  always  and  do  still 
believe  to  be  the  Quaker  road,  being  a  road  about  two  miles  in  length, 
leaving  the  Long  Bridge  road  to  the  right,  about  three  hundred  yards 
above  Mi^  Nathan  Enroughty's  gate,  and  entering  the 'Charles  City 
(river)  road  at  Tilghrnan's  gate,  about  half  a  mile  below  Sweeney's 
tavern. 

I  further  testify  that  the  road  iv<to  which  I  conducted  Major  Gen 
eral  Magruder's  force's' on  the  1st  July,  1862,  is  regarded  not  only  by 
me  as  -the  Quaker  road,  but  by  other  persons  raised  and  living  in  that 
neighborhood,  and  is  the  only  road  known  and  regarded  as  such.. 

I  furthermore  testify  that  I  was  detailed  from  ray  .company  to  re 
port  to  General  Magruder  as  a  guide. 

.  •'  J.    B.  SWEENEY. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  R.  H.  Nelson,  justice  of  the  peace 
of  Henrico.  county  VJ.  B.  Sweeney,  who  made  oath  that  the  above 
certificate  is  correct.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  this  22nd  day  of 
July,  1862. 

:,  *    R.  H.  NELSON,  /.  P. 
A  true  copy  :  • 

J.  B.  ESTES,  A.  D.  C.' 


Testimony  of  Mr.  James   W.  Binford. 

I  was  until  recently,  and  have  been  for  thirty  years,  a  resident  of 
Henrico  county,  living  very  near  Malvern  Hillv  Have  always  known 
J.  B.  Sweeney.  I  testiTy  that  lie  was  raised  at  Sweeney's  tavern, 
about  thirteen  "miles  below  Richmond,  'on  tne  Charlas  City  (river) 
road  ;  is  a  reliable  young  man.,  and  that  he  is  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  surrounding  country  in  the  vicinity  of.  tffat  place,  ani 
through  which  t^e  Quaker-  road  passes.  I  further  testify  that,  in  my 
belief,  he  is  the  best-  guide  for  that  neighborhood  thateould  have  been 
procured,  and  that  the  road  on  which  Mr.  S.  says  he  conducted  Major 
General  Magruder  on  the  morning  of  1st  of  July,  1862,  is  univer 
sally  regarded  by  the  oldest  inhabitants  to  be  the  Quaker  road,  and 
that  this  is  the  only  road  regarded  as  such  in  that  region.  That  the 
eaid  road,  having  been  of  late  little  used,  has  become  obscure,  and  is 
not  generally  used  as  a  public  road.  That  the'  road  laid  down  on  the 
county  map  is  not*  the  true  Quaker  road,  bu-t  is  another  and  different 
road,  and  known  as  the  Willis  road. 

JAMES  W. 


Personally  appeared  before  me,  R.   H.   Nelson,  a  justice  of  thd 
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peace  for  Henrico  county,  James  W.  Binford,  who  made  oath  that  the 
above  certificate,  to  which  his  name  is  fixed,  is  correct  and  true. 
Witness  my  bantf  ar.d  seal,  this  24th  day  of  July,  1862.  \ 

R.  H.  NELSON,  J.  P. 


Testimony  of  Cfiarhs   Watkins. 

• 

I  was  a  resident  of  Henrico  county,  liYing  near  the  Quaker  road. 
AEQ  an  enlisted  man- — member  of  Henrico  Southern  Guards,  fifteenth 
Virginia  regiment.  Was  detailed  From*  my  company  to  report  on  the 
morning  of  1st  July,  1862,  to  Major  General  Magruder  aa 
a  guide.  Did  so  repor«t,  and  was  with  him  on  that  morning.  1  know 
the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Malvern  Hill  intimately.  Was  present? 
when  Major  General  Magruder  interrogated  L.  T.  Gatewoodin  regard 
to  'the  locality  of  the  Quaker  road.  Heard  L.  T.  Gatewood  reply,, 
and  knowing  it  to  be  correct,  made  no  remark. 

I  further  testify  that  I  do  now  and  have  always  believed  the  road 
into  which  Major  General  Magruder  was  conducted -by  J.  B.  Sweeney 
to  be  the  Quaker  road,  and  that  this  is  the  only  road  regarded  as  the 
Quaker  road  by  persons  living  in  that  neighborhood. 

C.  WATKINS. 

,  *  t  * 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  R.  II.  Nelson,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  Henrico  county,  C.  Watkins,  who  made  oath  that  the  above 
certificate?,  to  which  his  name  is  affixed  is  correct  and  true.  Witness 
my  hand  and  seal  this  23rd  day  of  July,  1862.  • 

R.  H.  NELSON,  /.  P. 
A  true  copy : 

A,  G.  DICKINSON,  A.  A.  G. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  RODES  OF  OPERATIONS  OP  FIRST 

BRIGADE. 

• 

HEADQUARTERS   FlRST  BRIGADE  M.U.   GEN.    D.   H.   HlLL's  DlV.,  ) 

July,  19,  1862.       $  .- 

Major  J.  W.  RATCHFORD,  • 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  HilVs  Division  :       f 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  reports  of  the  op 
erations  of  my  brigade,  composed  of  the  third,  fifth,  sixtff,  twelfth 
.and  twenty-sixth  Alabama  regiments,  and  Carter's  battery,  making 
an  aggregatoof  about  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty  men.  from 
the  evening  of  the  26th  to  that  of  the  28th  June,  last : 

In  common  with  other  brigades  of  Major  General  D.  II.  Hill's, 
mine  took  position  on  the  Mec.hanicsville  turnpike,  on  the  morning 
of  the  26th  of  Jane.  We  lay  there  until  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
26th,  when  we  moved  across  the  Chickahominy,  taking  position  in 
the  field  between  Mechanicsville  and  the  Chickahominy.  Next  morn 
ing,  after  being  subject  to  a  brisk  shelling  process  from  the  enemy,, 
without  loss,  except  one  horse,  we  moved  forward  in  the  road  to  the 
left  of  the  Mechanicsville  battery,  halted  near  that  battery,  and  about 
nine  or  ten  o'clock  moved  to  the  road  to  Bethesda  church.  General 
Ripley's  brigade  followed  mine,  being  in  reserve  on  that  day.  Fol 
lowing  the  preceding  brigades  of  the  division,  we  came  under  heavy 
artillery  fire  at  New  Cold  Harbor,  when  we  were  ordered  to  take 
shelter  for  a  time.  At  this  point  we  were  subjected  to  a  heavy  fire 
for  a  half  hour  or  more,  but  lost  only  two  men — Lieutenant  Ramsey 
and  a  private  of  the  fifth  Alabama.  1  sent  out  both  Captain  Whiting 
and  Lieutenant  Webster,  .of  my  staff,  from  this  point  to  communicate 
with  the  Major  General  commanding,  but  in  moving  forward  in  per 
son,  communicated  with  him  myself,  and  under*  his  orders,  moved 
fbrward,  in  line  of  battle,  to  the  support  of  General  Garland,  in  a 
contemplated  attack  .upon  the  enemy's  batteries  to  the  left  of  Old 
Cold  Harbor.  Before  the  .attack  was  made,  however,  the  position  of 
both  Garland's  brigade  and  mine  Was  changed,  both  brigades  being 
wheeled  on  Garland's  left  to  the  rear.  We  were  then  ordered  forward 
by  Major  General  Jackson,  to  attack  the  enemy  in  front  of  New  Cold 
Harbor,  coming  into  the  fight  on  the  left  of  his  troops.  Iri*crossing 
an  almost  impenetrable  swamp,  to'  get  into  action,  great  co'nfusion 
ensued,  from  the  fact  that  afr  the  same  point  several  brigades  were 
crossing  at  the  saine  time;  and  upon  emerging  from  the  swamp,  and 
striking  the  field  beyond,  three  of  my  regiments,  th*e  fifth,  twelfth 
and  twenty-sixth,  were  found  on  the  left  and  behind,  and  the  sixth 
and  third  Alabama  on  the  right  of  Anderson's  brigade,  which  Vas  in 
front  of  us.  Before  reaching  the  swamp,  I  had  received  an  order 
from  or  through  Brigadier  General  Ripley  to  charge  through  the 
swamp  at  double-quick  time.  This  order  was  obeyed  by  my  brigade 
with  alacrity,  but  the  three  first-named  regijnents  finding  Anderson's 
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brigade  at  a  halt,  and  in  front  of  them,  engaged  in  a  heavy  fire  of 
musketry,  were  halted.  The  third  and  sixth  Alabama  went  on,  how 
ever.  The  third  encountered  troops  of  our  own  in  front  pf-them  across 
the  swamp  ;  the  sixth  did  not,  but  moved  on,  at  a  rapid.pace,  into  the 
field  in  front  of  the  enemy's  battery,  and  in  the. face  of  their  infantry, 
encountering  there  an  enfilading  fire  fron*  the  battery,  and  a  heavy 
fire  of  musketry  in  -front,  and  finding  themselves  .unsupported,  the 
men  were  required  by  Colonel  Gordon  to  lay  down ;  and  Anally,  no 
support  arriving,  retired  under  cover,  in  perfectly  good  order,  and 
there  awaited,  with  the  third,  furtlier  orders.  Almost  upon  the  re 
turn  of  %he  sixth  Alabama,  the  brigades  of  Generals  Anderson  and 
GarlanJd,*having,  in  the  meantime,  with  three  of  my  regiments,  been 
brought  into  some  sort  oi  alignment,  were. ordered  to  charge.  The. 
charge  was  intended  to  be  general,  and  had  been,  I  thought,  extended 
throughout  the  line,  but  upon  traversing  the  field  before  spoken  *f, 
and  attaining  the  road  beyond,  very  nearly,  I  found,  upon  examina 
tion  of  iby  line,  that  two  of  my  regiments  had  not  moved  with  my 
brigade  ;  and,  upon  examining  the  line  further  to  the  right,  found  that 
they  were  not  with  General  Anderson  either,  and  that  his  right  was 
at  least  the  length  of  two  or  three  regiments  from  the  lower  edge  of 
_the  field,  a»d  liable  to  bo  turned,  whilst  on  the  right  of  General  A.'s 
brigade,  the  whole  line  having  a  moment  before- paused  and  hesitated, 
nearly  if  not  the  whole  of  the  left  of  the  division,  as  far  as  one  in  my 
position  could  see,  broke  and  retreated  in  apparent  confusion.  1 
thought  the  whole  of  the  brigade  on  the  left  of  mine,  as  well'as  my 
three  .regiments/ were  involved  in  it.  At  that  moment^  though  the 
whole  of  General  Anderson's  brigade  seemed  to  be  at  a  halt,  still 
his  right,  composed  of  regiments  which  joined  him  after  his  halt, 
wavered,  and  looking  around  for  troops  to  sustam  him,  I  discovered 
some  at  the  lower  end  of  the  field,  to  the  rear,  not  engaged,  but  under 
artillery  fire.  I  found  them  to  be  Colquitt's  brigade  ;  and  close  to 
them,  en  their  left,  I  found  the  sixth  and  third  Alabama  regiments. 
UrgiLg  Colonel  Cotquitt  to  move  up  to  Anderson's  right,  I  ordered 
my  two  regiments  directly  forward  to  his  support,  and  then  moved  up 
the  original  line  to  collect  and  return  to  the  field,  if  possible,  those 
who  had  fallen  back  'from  the  left.  I  arrived  at  the  left  in  time  to 
stop  some' fugitives,  but  was  so  utterly  exhausted' from  weakness,  pro 
ceeding  from* my  wound,  not  yet  by  any  means  healed,  that  I  could 
do  no  more.  I  found,  however,  that  the  confusion  before  spoken  of, 
on. the  4eft  of  the  line,  had  not  been  general;  that  my  three  first- 
named  regiments -had  continued  the  charge,  and  had  successfully,  and 
almost  alone,  beaten  back  two  large  bedies  of  the  enemy  on  the  top 
of  the  hill,  besides  taking  a  battery  of  the  enemy  directly  in  our  front. 
The  fifth  Alabama  regiment,  which  took^the  battery,  was  sustained  in 
this  portion  of  the  charge  by  the  twenty-sixth  only,  the  twelfth 
Alabama,  which  was  in  some  confusion,  having  shifted  to  the  left  late 
in  the  evening  and  joined  the  tro'ops  which  came  up  on  the  left  of 
Hill's  division.  % 

All  the  regiments  and  regimental  officers  acted  handsomely ;  but  the 
fifth  and  twenty-sixth  were  especially  distinguished   for  their  great 


courage.  I  feel  confident  that  no  troops  ever  acted  better  than  they, 
did  on  this  occasion — men  and  officers  all  acted  nolly.  Colonel  C. 
0.  Pegues,  of  the  fifth  Alabama,  was  wounded  desperately  in  the 
charge,  aud  has  since  died  of  his  wounds.  Upon  falling,  he  called 
the  next  officer  in  command  to  him,  (Major  Hobson,)  and  told  him  that 
the  fifth  Alabama  had  always  been  in  the  advance,  and  that  it  was  his 
last  wish  that  it  should  then  go  ahead,  and  allow  no  regiment  to  pass 
it.  Major  Hobson  gallantly  carried  out  his  wishes,  and  led  the  regi 
ment  on,  constantly  ahead  of  all  others  of  the  division,  except  the 
twenty-sixth,  which  kept,  under  its  brave  colonel,  (O'Neal,)  steadily 
with  it. 

Carter's  battery  had  but  little  to  do,  except  to  receive  the  fire  of 
the.enemy,  untij  late  in  the  afternoon,  when,  for  a -short  time,  under 
my  orders,  with  two  of  his  pieces,  and  later  with  his  whole  battery, 
under  the  orders  of  Major  General  Jackson,  it  engaged  the  enemy's 
battery  to  the  left  of  the  Cold  Harbor  field,  and*  silenced  it.  For 
tunately  the  battery  suffered  but  little  loss.  Captain  Carter  and  his 
men,  on  th^jpccasion,  as  on  a  former 'one,  behaved  with  distinguished 
gallantry. 

The  total  loss,  of  the  brigade  in  'this  battle  wag  thirty-one  men 
killed,  and  one  hundred  and  fourteen  wounded.  Of  these,  the  fifth 
Alabama  lost  twenty-one  killed  and  forty-five  wounded. 

After,  causing  the  brigade  to  reassemble,  we  'slept  on  the  field  of 
battle.  The  brigade,  under  orders,  moved  down  near  the  .Grapevine 
bridge,  and  remained  there  during  the  day.  At  the  close  of  the  day, 
(Saturday,)  I  was  compelled,  from  the  condition  of  my  arm,  and  from  ' 
consequent  fever,  to  turn  over  the  command  of  the  brigade  to  Colonel 
Gordon,  of  the  sixth  Alabama.  I  desire  to  call  especial  attention  |o 
the  conduct  of  the  above  mentioned  officer  ;  he  was  .distinguished  for 
all  that  a  soldier  can  admire.' 

;My  regular  and  volunteer  staff  officers,  Captain  Whiting,  Lieuten- 
ants  Webster  and  Peyton,  Messrs.  Wood  and  Thomas  Bouldin,  and 
Mr.  V.  II.  Rodes,  and  Mr.  Lumsden,  were  of  great  service  to  me,  and 
served  m|  faithfully,  at  great  personal  risk, .all  the  afternoon.  Cap- 
tain^Whiting  and*Lieutenant  Webster  deserve  especial  mention,  how 
ever.  The  latter  was  killed  in  the  charge  acrpss  the  field,  after 
having  given  evidence  of  the  greatest  coolness  and  courage,  and  of 
unusual  intelligence.  I  am  under  especial  obligation  to  Major  B.  G. 
Baldwin,  who  had  rejoined  my  staff,  and  had  consented  to  act  as  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel  of  the  sixth  Alabama  regiment.  Acting  in  both  capaci 
ties,  at  intervals,  during  the  day,  he  'showed  the  highest  order  of 
soldierly  qualities  in  both. 

I  submit  herewith  all  the  regimental  reportstthat  have  been  handed 
in. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

R.  E.  RODES, 
Brigadier  General  commanding,  fyc. 
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LIST  OF  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED  in  the  First  Brigade,  Third 
Division,  in  the  Engagements  of  the  Zith  Wune  tind  1st  July,  1862  ; 


« 
BATTLE  OF  27xH  JUNE. 

.  BATTLE  OF  IST  JULY. 

Name  of  Regiment. 

Killed. 

Wounded 

Name  of  Regiment 

Killed. 

Wounded 
% 

Third  Alabama.  .A  
Fifth*A!abama 

2 

21 
3 
1 
4 
0 

14 
45 
13 
11 

28 
3 

Third  Alabama  

37 
26 
15 
00 
13 
00 

163 
61 
29 
00 
7$ 
00 

Fifth  Alabama  

Sixth  Alabama  

Sixth   Alabama  
Twelfth  Alabama 

Twelfth  Alabama  
Twenty-sixth  Ala  
Carter's  Buttery  

Twenty-sixth  Ala 

Carter's  Battery 

Totals  

31 

114 

Totals  

91 

326 

Respec' fully  submitted, 


II.  A.  WIIITIlft},  A.A.G. 


REPORT    OF    COLONEL    GORDON    OF    OPERATIONS    OF 
FIRST    BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE,  THIRD  DIVISION,  ^ 
Camp  near  Richmond,  Va.,  July  19,  18G2.      ) 

To  Major  J.  W.  RATCHFORD, 

A. 'A.  General,  third  division  .' 

MAJOR  :  On  the  evening  of  28th  ultimo,  the  command  of  this  brig 
ade  .was  turned  over  to  me  by  Brigadier  General  Rodes,  his  physical 
prostration  forcing  him  to  retire. 

At  three  o'clock,..  A.  M.,  Monday,  June  30th,  the  brigade  was 
put  in  motion,  crossing  the  .Chickahominy  at  Grapevine  Bridge,  and 
halted,  during  the  afternoon  and  night,  on  the  Williamsburg  road, 
near  White  Oak  creek.  Here  one  regiment  (the  twelfth  Alabama) 
was  sent  across  the  creek'  as  picket,  and  was  next  day  ordered  back 
to  Richmond  in  charge  of^prisoners. 

Continuing  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  on  the  1st  of  July,  we  were 
halted  near  Malvern  Hill.  As  ordered  by  Major  General  Hill,  I  * 
formed  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  on  the  right  of  the  division,  and 
threw  out  a  portion  of  the  third  Alabama  as  skirmishers,  covering 
my  right  flank.  Remaining  in  this  position  for  two  hours,  I  received 
an  order  to  move  immediately  forward.  Ordering  the  third  Alabama 
to  call  in  its  skrmishers,  and  by  a  rapid  foward  movement,  to  join  the 
brigade,  I  moved  on.  The  enemy's  batteries  were  distant  about  one 
mile,  and  the  ground  intervening  exceedingly  rojigh.  Passing  across 
an  open  meadow,  and  up  a  precipitous  hill,  through  dense  woods,  one 
of  the  regiments  of  General  Anderson's  brigade  |CoIonel  Tre'w),  re 
ported  to  me  as  having  lost  its  brigade.  Forming  it  upon  the  left  of 
this  brigade,  I  moved  forward,  halting  whjm  near  the  open  field  in 
which  the  enemy  had  stationed  his  batteries.  I  here  sent  forward 
Captain  H.  A.  Whiting,  A.  A.  General  to  ascertan  the  r.es^ective.po- 
sitions  of  the  Confederate  and  Federal  batteries.  Upon  his  report,  I 
half  wheeled  the  brigade  to  the  left,  and  moving  forward  placed -it 
under  cover  of  a  low  hill  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  to  await 
orders,  *with  the  twenty-sixth  Alabama  on  the  right,  and  the  fifth  Ala 
bama  next  on  the  right,  both  immediately  in  rear  of  the  position  oc 
cupied  by  our  own  batteries.  The  twenty-sixth  Alabama  and  the 
right  wing  of  the  fifth  were  suffering  from  the  enemy's  artillery  fire, 
directed  at  our  batteries.  I  therefore  at  once  moved  these  portions 
of  the  brigade  by  the  left  flank  in  rear  of  the  third  Alabama,  which 
I  had  previously  brought  into  line.  This  was  my  position,  when  Ma 
jor  General  Hill  gave  me  the  order  to  charge  the  batteries  in  our 
front,  distant  seven  or  eight  hundred  yards,  across  an  open  field.  I 
ordered  Captain  H.  A.  Whiting  to  bring  the  twenty-sixth  Alabama 
and  the  right  wing  of  the  fifth  Alabama  as  rapidly  as  possible  into 
line.  The  whole  ground  in  front  of  the  twenty-sixth,  fifth  and  third 
Alabama  regiments  w&s  swept  by  the  fire  of  the  artillery,  which  had, 
in  rapid  succession,  silenced  two  ConfederAs  batteries  in  our  front. 
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As  there  was  no  artillery  to  attractive  enemy's  attention,  his  batteries, 
from  the  beginning,  and  his  infantry  finally  poured  a  most  destruc 
tive  fire  upon  my  ranks.  Never  was  the  courage  of  troops  more  se 
verely  tried,  arid  heroically  exhibited  than  in  this  charge.  They 
moved  on  under  this  terrible  fire,  breaking  and  driving  off  the  first 
line  of  infantry,  until  within  a  little  over  two  hundred  yards  of  the 
batteries.  Here,  the  canister  and  musk eti^y  mowed  down  my  already 
thinned  ranks  so  rapidly  that  itbecame  impossible  to  advance  without 
support,  and  had  it  been  possible  to  reach  the*  batteries,  I  have  high 
authority  to  back  my  own  judgment,  that  it  would  have  been  at  the 
sacrifice  of 'the  entire  command.  I  therefore  ordered  the  men  tp  lie 
down  and  open  fire,  and  immediately  sent  back  to  notify  Major  Gen 
eral  Hill  of  my  position,  and  to  ask  him  to  send  up  support.  A  brig 
ade  was  sent  forward,  but  failed  to  reach  my  line.  The  troops  eent- 
up  from  another  division  on  the  right,  had  already  fallen  back,  and 
refused  to  rally  under,  the  efforts  made  by  Captain.  Whiting,  A.  A. 
General,  and  myself.  Nearly  one  half  of  the  brigade  had  been 
killed  or  wounded,  leaving  me  about  six  hundred  men  able  to  load  and 
fire.  With  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  heavy  lines  of  infantry  con- 
"  ccntrating  their  fire  on  my  ranks,  it  was  iolly,  without  immediate  and 
steady  support,  to  hold  the  brigade  longer  in  this  position.  I  there 
fore  ordered  it  to  fall  back.  Night  was  upon  us,  and,  in  common 
with  some  of  my  officers,  I  assisted  in  placing  other  troops  in  posi 
tion.  The  batteries  were  not  taken;  but, without  detracting  any  thing  from 
the  action  of  other  troops,  justice  to  these  men  compels  me  to  say 
that  the  dead  of  this  brigade  marked  a  line  nearer  the  .batteries  than 
any  other.  Some  of  the  twelfth  North  Carolina  regiment  noJbly 
rushed  forward  and  perished  among  the  dead  of  my  right  regiment. 
I  called  the  attent^n  of  two  of  Major  General  Hill's  staff  to  these 
facts  the  next  day  on  the  field. 

There  were  many  exhibitions  of  individual  heroism,  but  I 
must  call  especial  attention  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Colonel  O'Neal, 
of  the  twenty-sixth  Alabama  ;  -Major  Hobson,  of  the  fifth  Alabama  ; 
Major  Sands  and  Captain  Powell,  of  the  third  Alabama,  and  Major 
.Baldwin,  assigned  to  the  temporary  command  of  the  sixth  Alabama. 

Mr.  Lumsden,  a  volunteer  aid  to  Brigadier  General  Rodes,  was 
wounded  in  the  hand,  while  discharging  his  duties.  Of  the*  gallant 
conduct  of  Captain  H,  A.*  Whiting,  A.  A.  General,  I  cannot  speak 
in  too  strong  terms.  Ordered  to  the  right,  under  the  heaviest  firo, 
to  assist  me  in  preserving  the  line,  he  discharged  his  duty  with  great 
courage'  and  spirit.  His  services  on  this,  as  on  other  occasions,  were 
invaluable. 

I  submit  herewith,  a  tabular  list,  furnished  by  each  regiment. 
Owing  to  their  positions  in  line,  the  third  Alabama  suffered  most,  and 
the  sixth  Alabama  least. 

Permit  me  to  conclude  by  saying,  that  nothing  so  increases  an  offi 
cer's  confidence  in  our  own  strength,  as  to  lead  such  troops  into  battle. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  Major,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  GORDON, 
|  Colonel,  commanding  Rodes*  brigade. 
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REMARKS. 
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Third  Alabama, 

37 

163: 

200 

354 

Several   reports   have  been 

Fifth  Alabama, 

26 

66 

92 

225 

handed  in,  but  this  is  correct. 

Sixth  Alabama^ 

8 

39 

47 

230 

• 

Tvr  en  ty  -sixth  Alabama, 

it) 

76 

86 

218 

425 

1027 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  B.  GORDON, 
.     **  Colonel,  commanding  b 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PENDLETON,  CHIEF 

OF  ARTILLERY. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  CORPS,  NEAR  RICHMOND. 

GENERAL:  I  have  tfie  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  several  portions  of  iny  command  and  by  myeelf  iu 
the  recent  successful  movement  of  our  army  against  the  enemy : 

The  duty,  at  the  onset,  assigned  to  me  was  to  see  such  good  use 
made  of  the  artillery,  on  the  Richmond  side  of  the  Chickahorniny,  as 
to  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  should  he  advance  against  our  weakened 
lines,  while  our  more  active  force  was  attacking  his  right  beyond  the 
stream.  To  this  I  was  directed  to  give  my  constant  and  unremit- 
ing  attention,  and,  as  a  preliminary,  instructed  to  have  the  reserve 
artillery  posted  on  the  different  fronts,  where  it  could  be  conveniently 
and  rapidly  brought  into  action,  when  necessary. 

My  arrangements  were  accordingly  made ;  and  early  dawn  of  20th 
June,  found  the  reserve  artillery  distributed  thus : 

Major  Charles  Richardson,  with  two  batteries  of  his  battalion, 
those  of  Purcell  and  Milledge,  on  the  heights  near  Mechanicsville 
bridge.  Two  batteries,"  those  of  Lane,  from  Lieutenant  Cobbett's 
battalion,  and  of  Woolfolk,  from  Major  Richardson's  battalion,  some 
distance  down  the  Cfyickahominy,  near  Mrs.  Price's  house,  where  they 
had  been  for  many  days  on  duty,  with  the  guns,  directed  by  Major 
Garnett,  (under  fire*  often  severe,  from  the  enemy's  batteries,)  of  Iluck- 
step,  Kirkpatrick  and  B.  C  N.  Page,  advanced  on  the  Nine-mile  road 
to  co-operate  with  -the  forces  near  Dr.  Garnett's  farm.  Major  II.  P. 
Jones,  with  his  battalion,  the  batteries  of  Clark,  Peyton  and  Rhett, 
temporarily  assigned  as  a  division  reserve  to  General  D.  II.  Hill,  and 
accompanying  his  command.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cutts,  with  three 
batteries  of  his  battalion,  those  of  Ross,  Price  and  Blackshear,  ad 
vanced  on  the  Williamsburg  road  to  strengthen  General  Huger,  where 
his  right  had  been  engaged  with  the  enemy  on  the  previous  day,  and 
Colonel  J.  Thompson  Brown,  with  several  batteries  of  his  regiment, 
constituting  the  remaining  reserve  stationed  near  the  fork  of  the  Nine- 
mile  road,  whence  they  could  speedily  move  in  any  direction.  With  a 
ocmmand  thus  necessarily  diffused,  I  could  give  only  general  directions 
to  the  whole,  and  occasional  personal  supervision  to  each  portion. 
I  am  happy,  however,  to  be  able  to  testify  that  each,  in  proportion  to 
opportunity,  performed  well  its  part,  and  was  sincerely  disappointed 
when  opportunity  proved  but  slight. 

They  all  came,  -more  or  less,  into  requisition  during  the  varied  and 
protracted  contest,  and  some  rendered  pecujiarly  valuable  and  gallant 
service.  The  particulars  will  be  briefly  given  in  the  sequel,  and  are 
more  fully  exhibited  in  tj^e  reports  of  the  several  commanders  here 
with  enclosed.  My  first  personal  care,  on  the  morning  of  Thursday, 
26th  June,  was  devoted  to  our  extreme  right,  where  it  seemed  most 
likely  the  enemy  might  attempt  to  advance,  if  he  knew  or  suspected 
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our  movements.  I  therefore  proceeded,  early  that  cb,y,  to  the  scene 
of  the  preceding  day's  conflict.,  General  linger' s  right,  and  accompa 
nied  by  his  chief  of  artillery,  Lieutenant  ^Colonel  DeLagnei,  and  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Cutts,  made  reconnoisance  some  distance  in  ad 
vance  of  our  lines.  This,  though  at  .firstf  apparently  hazardous,  proved 
entirely  safe,  as  the  enemy,  so :  far  from  advancing,  had  partially  fallen 
back.  Satisfied  o.f  this,,  and  agreeing  with -the  chief  artillery  officers 
as  to  the  ground  to  be  occupied,  and  the  course  to  be  pursued,  should 
.the  enemy  move  forward,  I  passed  to  other  points  of  that  front,  con 
fident  that,  in  the  event  of  sudden-  action,  Colonel  Ciuts,  whose  gal 
lantry  and  capacity  have  been  so  well  proved,  would  'efficiently  use  the 
reserve,  under  his  change,  in  aiding  General  Huger  to  maintain  his 
position,  But  no  general  or  important  move  occurred  on  either  side, 
nor  was  the  comparative,  quiet  broken  here,  even  after  the  firing  had 
commenced  near  Median icsyille*  later  in  the  afternoon. 

Oh  the  morning  of  the  29th,  finding  our  right  still  undisturbed,  I 
applied  myself  to  the  line  from  Mechanics ville  bridge,  down  the  right 
bank  of  the  Ch'ickahomin.y,,  with  a  view  to  the  service  our  batteries 
migfit  there  render.  Major  Richardson,  with  suine  long-range  guns 
attache;!  to  his  command,  especially  two  powerful  rifles,  partly  man 
aged  by  the  Appliances  of. his  batteries,  and  partly  by  a  detail,  under 
Captain  Blasters,  from  General  A.  P.  -Hill's  division,  was  already 
paying  his  respects. to  the  enemy  across  the  stream  with  apparently 
good  effect.  But,  as  the  shot  endangered  our  own  troops,  pursuing 
the  retreating  foe,  a  message  from  the  commanding  General  caused  to 
be  ^discontinued  this  adjunct  to  the  main  attack,  after  great  effort  00 
the  part  of  Captain  Milledge,  under  Major  Richardson's  supervision, 
t  onduct  one  of  these  large  guns  along  the  hill's  summit  down  the 
stream.  The.*  route  we  found  impracticable,  and  as  guns  of  short' 
r;tnge  were  unavailing,  those  batteries  which  had  been  under  fire  for 
several  days  were  sent  .to  the  rear.  Later,  jn  the  day,  however,  Cap 
tain  Purcell  was. permitted  to  take  one  of  the  long-range  guns  to  the 
front,  on. the  Nine-mile  road,  in  thc.hope  of  .an  opportunity  .'for  service 
th  ire, .and  subsequently,  Major  Richardson  succeeded  in  bringing  the 
other  by  the  same  road  with  a  similar  hope  My  own  route,  along  the 
crest,  brought- rue,  about  nine  A.  M.,  to  a  point  below  Dr.  Friends' 
house,  whence,  with  a  field  glass,  I  distinctly  saw  the  enemy  in  very 
large  numbers,  and  in  battle  order,  upon  an  open  slope  some  two  miles 
below  Dr.  Games'  farm,  and  portions- of  our  own  troops  gradually 
advancing,  as  if  feeling  their  way  along  the  difficulties  of^he  left 
bank. 

The  powerful  array  of  the  former,  and  the  cautious  progress  of  the 
latter,  induced  me  at  once  to  .send  a  duplicate  dispatch,  through  the 
nearest  General,  to  the  Commander-m-Chief,  notifying  him  of  the 
observed  position  and  strength  of  ,the  enemy.  My  two  aids,  acting 
Lieutenant  Charles  Hatcher  and  Cadet  Taliaferro,  who  bore  these 
dispatches  across  the  different  swamps,  deserve  honorable  mention'  for 
the  alacrity,  resolution  and  success  with  which  they  performed  the 
task.  After  some  time,  a  return  message  came  from  the  commanding 
General,  directing  that  our  longest  range  guns  should  be  made,  if 
15 
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possible,  to  play  upon  the  observed  position  of  the  enemy.  An  ar 
rangement,  to  this  end.  had  already  been  made,  and  two  powerful  rifle 
pieces,  under  Captain  Dabney,  were  on  their  way  to  the^  best  place 
accessible,  just  below  Mrs.'Price's.  At  the  house,  near  this  latter 
position,  I  met  the  President',  General  Magruder  and  other  officers, 
and  informed  them  of  the  fact  thus  noticed.  JFi  noting  with  the  long- 
range  guns  too  little  ammunition,  I  despatched  an  aid,  Lieutenant 
Peterkin,  to  have  hastened  from  Richmond  a  sufficient  supply.  The 
trust  he  discharged  with  exemplary  energy.  Meanwhile,  a  sharp  ar 
tillery  contest  was  commenced  between  some  of  our  batteries  on  Dr. 
Garnetf  s  field  and  those  of  the  enemy  behind  their  breastworks,  bryig- 
ing  numerous  shells  about  our  position.  This  contest  was  most  gal 
lantly  waged  on  our  side,  under  the  general  direction  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  S.  I).  Lee,  and  participated  in  with  great  spirit  by  Captains 
Lane  and  Woolfolk,  and  by  Captahi  Kirkpatrick  and  Lieutenant 
Mu/ssie,  with  a  portion  of  the  Huckstep  battery.  The  two  latter  b^ing 
especially  commended  by  Major  Nelson,  whose  calm  and  cheerful 
courage,  under  a  very  hot  fire,  was  of  utmost  service  to  our  inexpe 
rienced  men,  in  their  post' of  extraordinary  exposure.  The  other 
portions  of  Major  Nelson's  command  were  also  greatly  exposed,  though 
favored  with  no. opportunity  of  returning  fire.  The  t',yp  large  rifles, 
under  Captain  Dabney,  being  posted  as  far  forward  us  practicable,  and 
committed,  with  instructions,  to  the  command  of  Major  Garnett,  in 
due  time  opened  upon  the  enemy,  across  the  stream,  with  what  effect 
we  .could  not  determine.  Returning  to  the  better  post  of  observation 
below  Dr.  Friends'  house,  I>  watched  the  course  of  events  till  the  fierce 
encounter,  which,  late. in  the  afternoon,  gave  the  field  to  our  victorious 
troops.  Immediately  thereafter,  the  President  requested  me  to  con 
duct  him  to  General  McLaws*  headquarters,  and  I  hav4e  gratefully  .to 
record  his  preservation  under  a  warm  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries 
which  we  encountered  on  the  way. 

Saturday,  June  26th,  my  first  care  was  directed  to  getting  into 
position,  at  Dr.  Garnett's,  guns  of  sufficient  power  to  silence  the 
enemy's  heavy  batteries.  Major  Richardson"*  two  large  guns  were 
ordered'  forward,  and  preparations  made  for  the  immense  Blakely  guns, 
rifled,  which  it  was  found  could  riot  be  adjusted  earlier  than  the'follow- 
ing  morning.  Having  again  visited  General  Huger's  front. and  found 
nothing  new,  I  returned  and  remained  at  Mr.  Price's,  while.  Lane's, 
Dabney's  and  Woolfolk's  guns  dislodge  the  enemy  from  his  strong 
hold  uqar  Goulding's.  This  day  having  passed  v,ith  no  decisive  in 
formation  on  our  side  o£  the  Chickahominy  as  to  many  events  on  the 
other  side,  and  there  being  with  us  no  little  suspense,  the  President, 
about  sunstt,  requested  me  to  bear  for  him  a  confidential  message  to 
the  commanding  General.  This,  wuli  its  sequence,  arrangements 
with  division  commanders,  by  General  Lee's  order,  for  having  the 
enemy's  movements  vigilantly  watched  that  night,  kept  me  at  work 
until  past  one  o'cjock.  Fever  supervening,  disabled  me  on  the  29th, 
so  that  the  day  was  necessarily  passed  by  me  as  a  quiet  Sabbath, 
t'ortions  of  my  command  were,  however/ actively  engaged,  under 
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arrangements  described,  in  pursuing,  with  other  forces,  the  retreating 
enemy. 

During  the  preceding  days,  Colonel  Brown  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Coleman,  had  sought  opportunity  of  use  beyond  the  Chickahominy, 
The  latter  accompanied  two  batteries  of  the  regiment,  the  Richmond 
Fayette  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Clopton  commanding,  and  the  Williams- 
burg  Artillery?  Captain  Coke,  ordered,  on  the  morning -of  the  27th. 
to  report  to  General  Lee  at  Mechanicsvill.e,  as  he  had  requested. 
These  batteries  were  held  as  part  of  the  reserve  of  that  portion  of  the 
army,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman  was.  called  to  act  as  chief  of 
Vtillery  for  General  A-.  P.  Hill's  division  during  several  days,  Major 
R.  L.  Walker  being  at  the  time  sick. 

Colonel  Brown  became  a  close  spectator  of  the  Friday  evening's 
struggle,  and  brought  his  experience  and  authority  to  bear  in  extricat 
ing  one  of  his  companies,  third  Howitzers,  Captain  Smithe,  on  duty 
with  a  brigade,  from  a  perilous  position  in  which  they  could  do  no 
good.  The  reserve  battalion  of  Major  Jones,,  accompanying  General 
L).  H.  Hill's  division,  was  much  engaged  three  several  days  and  did 
excellent  service,  as  it  did,  also,  subsequently,  in  the  encounter  at 
White  Oak  Swamp,  eliciting  from  their  commander  a  warm  eulogium 
for  their  gallantry  and  for  the  honorable  fact  that  there  was  not  a 
straggler  from  their  ranks  the  entire  week. 

On  Monday,  30th,  I  was  again  able  to  be  in  the  field,  and  employed 
the  forenoon  in  ascertaining  movements  in  progress,  and  adjusting  to 
them  the  arrangements  of  my  own  command.  The  afternoon  wap 
given  to  making,  some  of  those  large  rifle  guns  of  use  on  the  field  on 
Tuesday,  if  needed  and  practicable. 

Tuesday,-  1st  July,  was  spent  by  me  in  seeking,  for  some  time,  the 
commanding  General,  that  I  might  get  orders ;  and,  by  reason  of  the 
intricacy  of  routes,  failing  in  this,  in  examining  positions  near  the 
two  armies,  towards  ascertaining  what  could  be  best  done  with  a  large 
artillervforce,and  especially  whether  any  point  could  be  reached, whence 
our  large  guns  might  be-used  to  good  purpose.  These  endeavors  had  ct: 
course  to  be  made  again  and  again,  under  the  enemy's  shells,  yet  'no 
site  was  found  from  which  the  long  guns  could  play  upon  the  enemy, 
without  enda-ngering  our  own' troops;  and  no  occasion  was  presented 
for  bringing  in  the  reserve  artillery  ;  indeed,, it  seemed"  that  not  one 
half  the  division  batteries  were  brought  into  action  on  either  Monday 
or  Tuesday. 

To  remain  near  by,  therefore,  and  await  events  and  ordem  in  readi 
ness  for  whatever  service  might  be  called  for,  was  all  that  I  could  do. 
Here  again,  it  was  my  privilege  to  be  thrown  with  the  President,  he 
having  arrived  sometime  after  nightfall,  at  the  house  near  the  battle 
field,  where  I  had  just  before  sought  a  resting  place.  On  Wednesday, 
2nd,  active  operations  being  interfered  with  by  a  heavy  rain,  my  main 
efforts  were  directed  to  examining 'a  number  of  batteries,  sending  to 
the  rear  some  that  had  been  injured,  and  having  t;aken>  to  Richmoni. 
such  of  the  captured  ordnance  as  had.  not  been  previously  removed, 
Thursday,  3rd,  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  beyond  Turkey  Creek  having 
been  effected,  and  no  probability  of  another  renewal  of  engagement 
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then  appearing,  I  received,  on  calling  on  the  Commanding  General, 
personal  instructions  to  take  to  the  rear  all  the  artillery  not,  required 
for  the  divisions,  and  to  co-operate  with  the  ordnonce  and  quarter 
master's  departments  in  having  sought  for  and  secured  all  tne  stores 
wrested  from  or  left  by  the  enemy.  With  the  discharge  of  these 
duties  on  that  d,ay,  and  several  others  succeeding,  terminated  the  mod 
erate  share  it  was  the  privilege  of  my  command  to  ha\e  during  that 
eventful  period  in  the  toils,  sccnfices  and  inestimable  services  of  our 
heroic  army. 

Our  loss  in  the  several  contests  of  the  occasion  was,  in  Major 
Jones'  battalion,  five  men  killed  and  twenty. four  wounded,  thirteen 
horses  disabled,  and  two  wheels  destroyed. 

In  Colonel  Brown's  regiment,  one  man  wounded  and  two  horses 
killed. 

In  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cutts'  battalion,  (Lane's  company,)  three  men 
killed,  five  wounded,  and  one  horse  killed. 

In  Major  Richardson's  battalion,  (Woolfolk's  company,)  one  man 
killed,  and  three  wounded. 

In  Major  Nelson's  battalion,  one  man  killed,  one  wounded,  (though 
eeven  struck,)  and  four  horses  disabled. 

Making  a  total  of  ten  men  killed  and  thirty-four  wounded,  and 
twenty  h'orses  disabled. 

Of  our  medical  staff,  Surgeon  J.  R.  Page  and  Assistant  Surgeona 
'Green,  Perrin,  Semple,  Monteiro  and  Hopkins  were 'called  upon  for 
the  exercise  of  their  skill,  and  with  exemplary  fidelity  devoted  them 
selves  not  only  to  the  relief  of  our  own  wounded,  but  to  alleviating 
the  injuries  of  other  sufferers.  In  fact,  rny  entire  staff  was  assiduous 
in  duty,  and  I  may  safely  declare  that  no  truer  spirit  animated  our 
best  troops  than  was  exercised  by  those  under  my  command. 

In  conclusion,  ^hile  gratefully  acknowledging  that  Divine  favor 
which  crowned  us  with  victory,  I  would  commend  to  the  consideration 
of  the  commanding  General,  what  seems  to  me  to  have  been  a  serious 
error  with  regard  to  the  use  of  artillery  in  these  several  fights.  -  Too 
little  was  thrown  into  action  at  once,  too  much  was  left  in  the  rear 
unused.  One  or  two  batteries  brought  into  position  at  a  time  to  op 
pose  a  much  larger  artillery  force,  well  posted,  must  greatly  suffer,  if 
not  ultimately  yield,  under  the  concentrated  fire.  This  was  in  several 
instances  our  experience.  We  needed  more  guns  taking  part,  alike 
for  our  own  protection  and  for  crippling  the  enemy.  With  a  power 
ful  arra£>pp08ed  to  his  own,  we  divide  his  attention,  shake  his  nerves, 
make  tiim  shoot  at  random,  and  drive  him  from  the  field  the  more 
readily,  worsted  and  alarmed.  A  main  cause  of  the  error  in  tho 
present  case,  was  no  doubt  a  peculiar  intricacy  in  the  ground,  from 
the  prevalence  of  woods  and  swamps.  We  could  form  little  idea  of 
positions,  and  were  very  generally  ignorant  of  those  chosen  by  the 
enemy,  and  of  the  best  modes  of  approaching  them.  Nor  were  good 
maps  readily  accessible,  by  which,  in  some  measure,  to  supply  this 
deficiency.  Hence,  a  considerable  degree  of  perplexity,  which  nothing 
but  careful  reconnoisances  by  skillful  officers  could  have  obviated; 
bet,  which  being  obviated,  if  the  attack  had  been  more  co-operative, 
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concentrated,  and  effectual,  the  enemy's  condition  would  have  been 
more  crippled,  and  our  success  more  triumphant,  with  less  mourning 
in  the  land. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier  General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  R.  S.  RIPLEY. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  RRIGADE,  D.  H.JIiLL's  DIVISION,  > 
Near  Richmond,  July  11,  1862.     ,$ 

Major  J.  W.  RATCHFORD, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  Thurs 
day,  the  26th  June,  the  brigade  under  iny  command,  consisting  of  the 
first  and  third  regiments  $orth  Carolina  troops,  and  the  forty-fourth 
and  forty -eighth  re'giments  of  Georgia  volunteers,  marched*  from  its 
position  neay  the  Williarnsimrg  road,  about  five  miles  from.  Richmond, 
to  a  point  in  the  vicinity  of"ti:e  batteries  commanding  the  bridge  over 
the  Chickahominy  river,  on  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike. 

With  other  troops  at  that  point,  the  brigade  lay  waiting  orders 
until  near  four,  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  it  was  ordered  to  cross  the  Chick 
ahominy  in  the  advance  of  the  division,  and  effect  a  junction  with 
the  troops  of  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill's  command,  then  moving  dovwi 
the  Chickahominy  in  the  direction  of  Mechanicsville.  The  order  was 
executed,  and  the  infantry  crossed  at  once,  forming. line  of  battle' 
across  the  road  leading  to  the  village,  about  half  a  mile  in  advanCo  of 
the  bridge. 

Upon  communicating  with  General  A.  P.  Hill,  I  was  informed  that 
the  enemy  had  a  strong  and  well  served  battery  and  force  in  position. 
near  Ellison's  Mills,  something  over  a  mile  to  the  east  of  the  road, 
to  attack  which  he  had  sent  Brigadier  General  Pender's  brigade  by 
the  right  and  other  troops  to  the  left,  and  it  was  arranged  that  my 
brigade  was  to  co-operate.  The  enemy  had  opened  on  the  Mechan 
icsville  road  and  was  rapidly  verifying  the  range.  My  brigade 
changed  front  and  advanced  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  opposite  the  ene-- 
my's  battery,  expecting,  j£  possible,  to  use  artillery  in  the  attack. 
While  the  troops  were  in  motion,  I  received  orders  to  assault  the  en 
emy,  from  General  Lee,  and  also  "from  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill,  the 
latter  of  whom  directed  me  to  send  two  regiments  to  .support  General 
Pender'on  my  right,  and  attack  the  battery  in  front  with  the  remain 
der  of  my  force. 

The  forty-fourth  Georgia,  under  Colonel  Robert  A.  Smith,.a-nd  the 
first  North  Carolina,  under  Colonel  Stokes,  marched  at  once  to  the 
right,  while  the  forty-eighth  Georgia,  under' Colon  el  Gibson,  and  third 
North  Carolina,  under  Colonel.  Meares,  moved  to  a  position  in  front 
of  the  enemy  on  their  left. 

Meanwhile,  the  passage  of  the  Chickahominy  by  the  artillery  had 
been  impeded  by  the  broken  bridges,  and  night  coming  on  and' it  be 
ing  deemed  important  to  attack  the  position  at  once,  the  advance  was 
ordered  along  the  whole  Imp. 

General  Pender's  brigWe  and  the  two  regiments  of  my  own,  ad 
vanced  rapidly  on.  the  right,  while  the  remainder  of  my  command 
moved  against  the  front,  driving  back  the  enemy  from  his  advanced 
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positions  and  closing  in  upon  the  batteries  arid  their  heavy  infantry 
supports,  all  of  which  poured  upon  our  troops  a  heavy  and  incessant 
fire  of  shell,  canister  and  musketry.  The  ground  was  rugged  and 
intersected  by  ditches  and  hedges  and  covere<L  with  ahattis  a  ehort 
distance  in  front  of  the  position  to  be  assaulted.  A  mill-race,  with 
fcarped  bnnks,  arid  in  some  places  waist  deep  in  water,  ran  along  the 
front  of  the  enemy  at  a  distance  ranging  from  fifty  to  one'  hundred 
yards.  To  this  position  our  troops  succeeded  in  advancing,  notwith 
standing  the  fire'  of  the  enemy  was  exceedingly  heavy  and  our  lovs 
extremely  severe.  Of  the  forty-fourth  -Georgia,  Col  >nel  Robert  A. 
Smith  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ester, t  fell- wounded,  the  former  mor 
tally,  besides  two  captains  ..and  ten  lieutenants  killed  and  wounded. 
Of  the  first  North  Carolina,  Colonel  Stokes  was  mortally  and  Lieuten 
ant  Colonel  McDowell-  severely  wounded,  and  Major  Skinner  killed, 
with  six  captains  and  lieutenants^  of  the  regiment  killed  and  wounded, 
including  the  adjutant. 

The  forty-eighth  Georgia  and  third  North  Carolina  had  a  more  ad 
vantageous  posftion,  and  suffered  less  severely  than  the  former  regi 
ments,  although  the  third  lost  its  major,  (Savage,)  wounded.. 

•tfhe  loss  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  was  heavy  in 
the  extreme,  amounting  in  the  forty-fourth  Georgia  to  three  hundred 
and  twenty-one,  and  in.  the  first  North  Carolina  to  one  hundred  and 
thirty-three.  Near  dark,  Captain  Burnet  Rhett's  battery  of  artillery, 
attached  to  my  command,  succeeded  in  crossing  the  broken  bridges 
over  the  Chickahorniny,  and  was  located  directly  fei  front  of .  the  en 
emy  at  about  twelve  hundred  yards  distant.  Captain  Rhett  opened 
an  effective"  fire,  and  soon  relieved  our  infantry  from  the  storm  of  the 
shell  and  canister  which  kad  been  poured  upon  them.  It  was  soon 
reinforced  by  another  battery,  and  a  fire  was  kept  up  on  the  enemy 
until  late  in  the  evening.  Some  time  after  nightfall,  under  cover  of 
the  cannonade,  our  troops  were  withdrawn  to  a  point  of  woods  a  few 
hundred  yards  distant,  near  the  angle  of  our  line  of  battle,  which 
position  was  held  by  the  third  North  Carolina  and  forty-eighth  Geor 
gia  and  a  portion  of  General  Fender's  brigade.  The  fragments*  of 
the  first  North  Carolina  and  forty  fourth  Georgia,  were  rallied  some 
distance  in  the  rear,  under  some  difficulty,  owing  to  the  lo^s  of  all 
their  field  and  many  of  their  company  officers,  who  fell  while  gal 
lantly  performing  their  duty. 

During  the  night,  the  enemy  was  engaged  destroying  and  removing 
his  stores,  but  the  darkness  an.l  the  intricacies  of  the  position  pre 
vented  an  attack  by  our  troops.  » 

At  about  twelve  o'cjock,  Colonel  Colquittss  brigade  advanced  to 
within  supporting  distance  of  my  command.  M  about  half-past  two, 
on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  my  own  and  Colonel  Colquitt's  brigade 
were  relieved  by  Generals  Featherstori  and  Pryor,  and  moved  to  a  po 
sition  near  and  beyond  Mechaniesville,  on  the  turnpike,  where  they 
remained  under  a  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy's  batteries 
along  that  road,  until  the  latter  were  turned  by  our  troops  in  ad 
vance,  or  silenced  by  our  artillery. 

The  brigade  then  moved  forward,  with  the  division,  on  the  road 'to 
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Cold  Harbor  and  was  held  fora  short  time  in  reserve  after  arriving  at 
that  point.  It  then  consisted  of  ihs  third  North  Carolina  and  for 
tieth  Georgia,  with  a  battalion  of  the  first  North  Carolina,  under 
Captain  II.  A.  Brown,  and  hut  a  fragment  of  the  forty  fourth  Geor 
gia,  which  had  been  sadly  cut  up»  Some  portions  of  both  the  latter 
regiments  were,  as  1  have  been  informed,  ordered  by  General  Lee  to 
act  as  a  -guard  at  the  Chickahomiuy  bridge  on  the  Mechanicsyille 
turnpike.  In  the  afternoon,  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  front  to 
take  position  on  the  left  of  the  line,  which  had  been  formed  and  moved 
to  the  point  designated.  The  country  was  densely  wooded  and  in  some 
places  covered  with  rartrass  and  the  movement  was  executed  with  some 
difficulty.  In  searching  for  a  position  for  .the  command.  1  found  somo 
portion  of  our  own  troops  already  in  front  of  the  line, which  I  was  to 
occupy,  and  receiving  a  message  from  Brigadier  General  J.  II.  An 
derson  that  support  was  required,  I  sent  the  forty-eighth  Georgia  to 
the  right  of  the  position  occupied  by  our  division  to  act  in  that  ca 
pacity.  The  third  North  Carolina  and  the  battalion  of  the  first 
remained. upon  the  left.  During  the  various  movements  in  the  thick 
woods  and  swamps,  a  certain  portion  of  the  third  .North  Carolina  be 
came-  separated  from  the  body  of  the  regiment.  .During"  this  whtfe, 
the  brigade,  \\*  v/oll  as  the  rest  of  the  <!imiimf  was  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  artillery,  but  suffered  comparatively  little,  being  sheltered 
from  view  and  partially  from  lire. 

Before  dark,  the  mas-ses  of  the  eiiewy  appeared  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  command  app;§rently  endeavoring  to  turn  our  left.  In  this  ho 
was  checked  by  the- fire  of  our  artillery  and  the  charges  made  upon 
him  by  troops  of  different  divisions  and  brigades  in  succession.  These,, 
from  the  nature  of  the  ground, -were  more  tw  less  separate  movements. 
The  battalion  of  the  third  North  Carolina,  under  Colonel  jVjleares, 
and  of  the  first  North  Carolina,  under  Captain  Brown,  took  part, 
doing  good  service.  The  forty-eighth  Georgia,  from  its  position,  was 
masked  by  the  troops  in  front  and  did  i.ot  get  into  close  action.  The 
loss  in  this  battle  from  the  brigade  w  is  comparatively  small. 

During  the  night,  the  troops  remained  on  the  .field  and  moved  early 
tLe  following  morning,  with  the  ufvisioiij  in  advance,  towards  tho 
Grapevine  Bridge,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  tke  enemy  in  his  re 
treat  during  the  night.  It  bivouacked  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of 
that  point  during  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

On  Monday,  July  1st,  it  moved  with  th-e  division  early, "across  the 
repaired  biidge,  and  followed  the  route  of  the  enemy's  retreat  until 
he  was  found  in  position  on  the  further  side  of  White  Oak  Swamp 
creek.  Hero  it  was'  brought'  to  within  supporting  distance 
of  the.  artillery  of*  the  division,  which  engaged  the  enemy 
until  nightfall,  driving  him.  from  his  position,  and  enabling  the  pio 
neers  to  repair  the  bridge,  over  which  we  crossed  on  Tuea- 
day  morning  and  followed  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  until  our  army 
came  up  with  him  in  position  at  Malvern  Hill. 

.Taking  different  positions  during  the  morning,  in  the  afternoon. the 
brigade  Advanced,  under  orders  froiii  the  Major  General  commanding 
the  division,  through  a  heavy  fi/e  of  artillery  to  a  dense  wood  in  close 
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proximity  of  the  enemy's  position,  where  it  lay  for  a  time  in  reserve. 
At  about*  five  o'clock  it  was  ordered  to  take  position  in  a  jangle  near 
the  hill,  upon  which  the  enemy  was  established,  and  to  the  left  of 
General  Anderson's  brigade,  which  it  did  in  the  following  order  : 
The  forty-eighth  Georgia  was  now  on  the  right,  the  third  North  Car 
olina  and  the  forty-fourth  Georgia,  about  one -hundred  arid  seventy 
men  of  which  had  rallied,  arid  been  brought  by  Captain  Beck  and 
ether  officers,  and  the  first  North  Carolina  on  the  left,  under  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel  Bynum,  of  the  second,  who  had  been  detached  for  the 
command  of  the  first  regiment: 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  General  Hill,  I  made  a  reconnoissance 
of  the  enemy's  position  and  found  him  immediately  in  our  Front  in 
strong  force,  with  a  battery  w^ll  advanced  toward  us  and  supported 
by  strong  lines  of  infantry.  ^The  number  of  his  guns  could  only  be 
judged  of  by  the  rapidity  of  .his  fire,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the 
country. 

At  about  half-past  six  or  se'ven  o'clock,  an  attack  was  made  by  the 
troops  on  our  right,  and  we  were,  with  the  other  brigades  in  advance, 
ordered  by  General  Hilf  to  move  forward  at  once  and  attack  the 
eaeray.  Gordon's  and  Anderson's  brigades  were  on  my  right, 
and  the  troops  of,  the  three  mounted  the  hill  in  a  gallant  manner.  At 
its  brow,  our  troops  were  met  with  a  furious  fire  of  shot  and  shell  and 
musketry.  Officers  and  men  fell  fast,  but  they  maintained  their 
ground,"  opening  and  keeping  up  a.  severe  fire  upon  the  enemy  in  re 
turn,  before  which  his  advanced  battery  fell  back  and  his  troops 
wavered.  He  pressed  hard  upon  our  left,  however,  and  while1  moving 
his 'regiments  to  its  support,  the  gallant  an-d  the  accomplished  Colo 
nel  Gaston  Meares,  of  the  third  North  Carolina  regiment,  fell.  Mean 
while  Garland's  and  Col'quitt's  brigades  had  been  advanced  and  made 
good  the  action' on  the  right.  Darkness,  however,  was  rapidly  ap 
proaching  and  not  knowing  the  extent  of  the  enemy's  suffering,  the 
troops  fell  back  to  the  road  near  the  brow  of  the  hill.  Other  portions 
withdrew  to  the  c'over-  of  the  rising  ground,  and  the  night  coming  on, 
there  was  much  confusion  from  the  loss  of  officers  and  the  nature  of 
the  country.  Dense,  dark,  and  in  many  places  marshy,  observation 
could  reach  but  a  short  distance,  quick  movement  was  impossible,  and 
in  the  din  of  battle  the  voice' could  be  heard  but  a  few  yards.  Fresh 
troops  were  ordered  forward,  and  the  troops  of  the  brigade  were  col 
lected  in  parties  by  such  officers  as  they  fell  in  with.  A  portion 
remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  field  during  the  night,  and  the  remain 
der  "with  portions  of  other  brigades  of  the  division,  having  been  col 
lected,  were  retired  a  short  distance  on  the  Charles  City  road.  During 
the  night,  the  enemy  fell  away  fro.m  this  hardly  contcstd  field.  On 
Wednesday  morning,  the  brigade  was  reformed  at  the  church  in  front 
of  the  battle-field,  and  with  the  division,  whence  it  marched  a  short 
distance  to  the  bivouack,  at  and  near  which  it  remained  until  the 
movement  of  the*  9th  to  its  present  vicinity. 

The  movements  and  acfcdns  of  -the  brigade  under  my  command, 
during  the  six  days'  operations  of  the  army  being  but  a  constituent 
portion  of  those  of  the  division  and  army,  a  more  detailed  report  is 
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believed  unnecessary.  The  aggregate  force  which  entered  into  the 
series  of  engagements,  on  the  the  26th  of  June,  was  twenty-three 
hundred  and  sixty-six,  including  pioneers  and  the  ambulance  corps. 
Of  this,  our  loss  has  been  forty-five  officers  and  eight  hundred  and 
forty -four  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  in  killed, 'wounded, 
and  missing,  the  latter  class  numbering  but*  thirty  Seven  out  of 
eleven  field  officers  fell,  killed  and  wounded,  while  leading  on  their 
regiments  and  of  the  seven,  four  are  dead.  To  the  memory  of  these, 
the  country  will  give  that  meed  of  consideration  which  is  the  reward 
of  brave  men,  battling  in  such  a  cause  as  ours. 

Three  colonels  out  of  four,  ail  brave  and  accomplished  officers — Colo 
nel  M.  IS.  Stoke?,  of  tjbe  first  North  Carolina  ;  €olone.l  Gaston  Meares, 
of  the  third  North  Carolina,  and  Colonel  Robert  A.  Smith,  of  the 
forty-fourth  Georgia— all  have  sealed  meir  devotion  with  their  lives. 
Their  conduct  on  the  field  was  beyond  praise,  and  in  their  loss,  their 
regiments  ami  the  service  have  suffered  severely.  Major  Skinner,  of 
the  first  North  Carolina,  died  in  a  like  manner.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
McDovtell,  of  the  first  North  Carolina,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ester, 
(the  former  severely,  the  latter  slightly,)  wefe  'both  wounded  in  the 
front  of  the  battle.  Of  the  surviving  officers — Colonel  Gibson  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Carswell,  of  the  forty-eighth  Qreorgia,  led  their 
regiments  in  the  actions  in  which  it  was  engaged.  Lieutenant  Colo 
nel  De  Kosset  and  Captain  Thurston,  (acting  field  officers,)  of  the 
third  North  Carolina,  behaved  with  credit  to  themselves',  and  made 
good,  to  as  full  extent  as  possible,  the  loss  sustained  in  their  gallant 
colonel.  Captain  H.  A.  Brown,  of  the  first  North  Carolina,  rallied 
the  troops  of  his  regiment,  with  other  officers,  affor  till  the  field  offi 
cers  had  been  Lost,  and  led  the  regiment  until  relieved  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Bynum.  Captains  Beck  and  Lumpkin,  of 
the  forty-fourth  Georgia,  marched  with  the  brigade,  with  the 
fragment  of  the  regiment,  on  the  27th,  and  served  'through  the  sub- 
sequent'actions.  But  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  of  this  regiment 
were  unhurt  at  the  action  at  Ellison's  Mills,  of  those  who  entered.  I 
was  attended  during  the  engagements  by  my  staff — Captain  Leo.  D. 
Walker,  A.  A.  Genera],  and  Lieutenant  F.  G.  Ravenel,  aid-de-camp. 
Lieutenant  Ravenel,  after  behaving  with  most  distinguished  gallantry 
at  Ellison's  M  11s  and  at  Cold  Harbor,  was  killed  while  leading  on 
the  troops  of  the  right  of  the  brigade  in  the  very  front  at  the  battle 
of  Malvcru  Hill.  Of  all  who  have  fallen  during  this  series  of  engage 
ments,  none  braver  have  scaled  their  devotion  to  our  cause.  Major 
Mitchell,  brigade  commissary,  was  also  on  the  field,  and  rendered 
valuable  services. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  remark  that  the  tr.oops  of  this  brigade,  ar 
riving  at  Richmond,  just  after  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines,  were 
ordered  immediately  to  the  front  and  performed  picket  and  out-post 
duty,  with  slight  intermission,  until  the  march  towards  Mechapics- 
ville.  Two  of  the  regiments — the  first  and  third  North  Carolina — 
had  been  some  time  in  service,  but«iot  in  action.  The  forty-fourth  and 
forty-eighth  Georgia  were  new  troops,  and  it  is  perhaps  to  be  regretted, 
as  the'whole  were  brigaded  for  the  first  time,  that  some  further  oppor- 
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tunity  could  not  have  been  afforded  for  perfecting  their  organization 
and  discipline  as  a  brigade.  Nevertheless  the  mass  of  the  troops  did 
their  duty  well,  and  although  there  were  exceptions,  from  respect  to 
those  gallant  officers  and  men  who  upheld  bravely  the  honor  of 
their  flag,  those  who  strayed  from  the 'field  of  duty  I  leave  to  their 
own  consciences  and  the  condemnation  of  their  comrades. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  return  and  lists  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  and  the  reports  of  regimental  commanders,  so  far  as  they 
have  been  received.  f 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S,  R1PLEY, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  GARLAND'S  BRIGADE. 

f 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  BRIGADE,  THIRD  DIVISION,  ) 

July  inh,  1862.  $ 

To  Major  RATCHFORD,  A.  A.   General: 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following,  report  of  the  op 
erations  of  this  brigade  in  the  recent  engagements  an/T  operations  of 
the  army  before  Richmond  : 

On  the  12  5th  of  June,  the  movements  of  the  enemy  on  the  Wil- 
liamsburg  road  inducing  Major  General  Huger,  whose  troops  were  in 
front,  to  call  for  support,  I  was  ordered  to  move  forward  my  brigade 
in' supporting  distance  of  Generals  Armistead'and  Wright,  and  co 
operate  with  them  to  such  an  extent  as  the  exigency  might  require. 
Those  Generals  having  moved  forward  their  troops  into  the  woods  in 
front  of  our  linos  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  my  brigade  was  placed 
in  the  vacutcd  rifle-pits  and  kept  under  arms,  and  exposed  to  artillery 
five  during  the  entire  afternoon.  ' 

'The  fifth  North  Carolina.  Colonel  D.  K.  McRae,  was  ordered  to 
move  forward  out  of  the  rifle-pits,  across  the  field  in  front,  to  the 
edge  of  the  woods  opposite,  and  protect  a  section*  of  artillery  brought 
up  to  that  point  to  silence  the  enemy's  guns.  This  duty  they  per 
formed  with  their  accustomed  alacrity,  and  happily  esca'ped  casual 
ties. 

Having  spent  more  than  half  the  day  under  arms  and  under  fire, 
the  brigade  was  permitted  to  return  to  camp  after  dark,  and  make 
preparations  for  the  impending  movements.  I  mention  the  foregoing 
fatigues  and  exposure,  bepause  they  were  in  the  nature  of  extra  duty 
borne  by  this  brigade,  on  the  eve  of  general  operations,  and  the 
troops  should  receive  the  proper  credit  for  it.  Cooking  until  a  late 
hour  of  the  night,  and  then  catching  a  little  sleep,  the  brigade  moved, 
about  two  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  June,  along 
.with  the  rest  of  this  division,  to  a  position  on  the  Mechanicsville 
turnpike,  just  behind  the  crest  of  the  commanding  hills  which  over 
look- the  Chickahominy,  where  we  remained  in  position,  masked  from 
the  observation  of  the  enemy,  until  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill's  troops 
ehould  carry  Mechanicsville  from  the  other,  side.  This  part  of  the 
•plan  being  at  length  accomplished,  late  in  the  afternoon,  this  brigade, 
along  with  the  rest  of  the  division,  (and  Majcvr  General  Longstreet's) 
crossed  the  Chickahominy,  and  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  under 
the  crest  of , a  hill  on  the  right  of  the  turnpike,  just  in  the  rear  of 
Anderson's  brigade.  In  taking  this  position,  the  brigade  was  ex 
posed  to  a«8evere  artillery  fire  from  the  works  of  the  enemy  on  the 
Beaver  Darn  creek.  The  fire  ceasing  as  night  closed  in,  the  men  slept 
upon  their  arms,  in  line  of  battle. 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  we  were  put  in  mo 
tion. to  move  off  to  the  position,  assigned  the  division,  in  echelon,  to 
Major  General  Jackson's  column  on  the  left,  as  we  swept  down  the 
Chickahominy.  To  reach  this  position,  it  was  necessary  to  cross  the 
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Beaver  Dam  oreek.     The  line  of  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike  being 
still  obstructed  by  an  earthwork  of  the  enemy,  where  they  had  artil 
lery  and  some  infantry,  while  our  artillery   engaged  that  of  the  en- 
emy?  and  part  of  the  division  remained  to  support  it,  this   brigade, 
along   with    that  of  General   Anderson,  moved  up    a   road   more  to 
the  left,    and   turning   in   through   the    country   and    crossing    the 
•  creek  higher  up,  at  a  secret   ford,  turned  the   position  of  the  enemy 
and  gained  the  Mechanicsville   turnpike   again,  without  firing  a  shot. 
The  enemy,  meanwhile,  withdrew  their  guns  and  retired,  leaving  the 
way  open  for  the  artillery  to   come  up  from   Mechanicsville,  and  the 
other  brigades  also.     The  whole  division  was   ROW  reunited,  and  ef 
fected  a  junction  with  Major  General  Jackson's  forces  near  where  the 
road  from  Pale  Green  Church  crosses  the  turnpike.     From1  thence  we 
moved  to  Jackson's  left,  and  taking  the  circuitous  route  by  the  Beth- 
esda  Church,  proceeded  to  Cold  Harbor,  and  thence  towards  New  Cold 
Harbor,  which  point  we  reached  early  in  the  afternon  of  Friday,  27th. 
As  we  approached  a  road  crossing   the  line  of  our   route,  near   New 
Cold  Harbor,  the  enemy   was   discovered  in  line  of  battle,  with  artil- 
%  lerj,  to  oppose  our  progress.     Their  position  was  quite  a. strong  one, 
and  dispositions  were  made  for  an  engagement.-     Captain  Bon  <lu  rant's 
battery,  of  this  brigade,  being  brought  up  to  the  front,  took  position 
just  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  Anderson's  brigade  being  in  line  of 
battle  on  the  rjght,  this  brigade   was   placed   in  line  of  battle  on  the 
left  of,  and  perpendicular  to,  the  road  by  which  we  had  advanced;   the 
fifth  North  Carolina  on  the  right,  .holding  a  little  copse  of  timbe'r  just 
next  the  battery  and  the   road,  the   rest   of  the   line  in  the  edge  of  a 
second  growth  of  diminutive  pines,  which  should  be   called  a  jungle, 
not  a  p;cce  of  timber,  through  which  I  threw  forward  a  line  of  skir 
mishers  to  the  further   side,  next  and   near  to   enemy.     These  skir 
mishers  found  themselves  on  one  side  of  a  valley,  through  the  bofftom 
of  which  ran  a  ditch,  the  ground  rising  to  a  crest  on  the  other  side, 
j&ere,  in  the  edge  of  the   woods  the   enemy's   lines  extended,  being 
some  four  hundred  yards  off.     Their  line   of  battle  seems  oblique  to 
our  own,  end  in  my  view,  the   advance   of  my  own  brigade  in  line  of 
battle  through  the  tangled  growth  in  front  seemed  impracticable  and 
further  liable  to  the  objection  that  my  right   flank  would  be  exposed 
to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  line,  posted  obliquely  to  my  own.     These- 
views  were  stated  to  Uie  General  of  division,  and  determined  the  <ii- 
"rection  of  the  subsequent  movement   of  the  'brigade.     An  active  ar 
tillery  fight  was   now  carried   on   for   some    time,  in  which    Captain 
Bondurant's  battery  was  engaged.     That  fine  officer,  his  men  and  of 
ficers  behaved  well,  and  rendered  an   effective  fire.    t  But  the  enemy 
soon  ascertaining  the   exact  range,  and  bringing   up   heavier  metal, 
Captain  Bondurant  sustained   a   loss  of  two   killed   and  one  mortally 
wounded,  since  dead,  making  three,  and  fourteen  wounded;  and  twenty- 
eight  horses  killed  and  disabled.     He  was  now  relieved  and  sent  to  the 
rear,  having  fire3  nearly  all  his  rounds.     Captain  Bcnduranfhad  also 
been  engaged  at  Mechanicsville  on  Thursday  evening.     Major  Gene 
ral  Jackson  arriving  on  our  part  of  the  field,  a  change   was   made  in 
the  disposition  of  our  infantry  forces,  equivalent  to  a  change  of  front 
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to  rear,  on  the  left  battalion  of  my  brigade,  the  expectation  being  that 
the  enemy  would  be  rolled  back  upon  us,  and  received  by  us  in  this 
new  position.  The  sounds  of  an  active  engagement  were  now  heard 
going  on,  immediately  in  front  of  the  last  position,  and  perceiving 
that  the  result  was  doubtful,  brigade  after  brigade  of  oar  division  was 
ordered  to  proceed  towards  the  sound  of  |he  tiring.  To  do  this^all 
had  to  cross  an  open  field,  several  hundred  yards  wide,  under  a  vig 
orous  e'nh'lading  fire  of  artillery,  and  gain  a  skirt  of  timber  covering 
a  ravine,  some  half  a  mile  io- front.  This  brigade  was  ordered  for 
ward  last  to  go 'to  the  support  of  the  others,  this  being  deemed  more 
judicious  on  the  whole  than  to  charge  the  enemy's  batteries  and  in 
fantry  supports,  already  referred  to.  Reaching  the  skirt  of  woods 
referred  to,  I  there  found  the  rest  of  thfc  division,  lying  unengaged 
under  cover  ;  the  fight  being  still  further  on  in  another  woods  sepa 
rated  by  an  opening  of  eight  hundred  or  one  thousand  yards.  General 
Anderson's  brigade  (the  first  sent  over)  seems  to  have  driven  some  of 
the  enemy  from  the  belt  of  woods,  in  which  I  found  the  division*. 
Owing  to  the  necessity  of  prolonging  lines  to  left  or  right,  as  tho 
brigades  came  up,  I  found  that  several  regiments  were  detached  from 
their  brigades,  and  that  there  were  several  lines  of  our  troops  in  the 
belt  of  timber  in  reserve  to'  each  other. 

Communicating  with  General  Anderson,  we  ascended  out  of  tho 
ravino  to  commanding  open  ground,  from  whence  we  could  see  the 
engagement  in  front  of  us.  We  perceived  a  line  of  fresh  troops 
brought  up  at  right  angles  to  our  position,' to  tho  edge  of  the  woods 
in  our  front,  and  pouring  in  volley  fires  into  a  line  screened  from  our 
view  by  the  woods.  We  concluded,  from  our  imperfect  knowledge  of 
localiHe-*,  that  the  line  we  saw  must  be  the  enemy,  and  that  their 
flank  was  fairly  exposed  to  us.  In  -the  absence  of  superior  coin- 
man-'lers,  we  were  consulting  as  to  taking  the  responsibility  of 
ordering  a  charge  on  this  exposed  Hank  of  the  enemy,  across  the 
intervening  open  fields,  under  the  he  ivy  fire  of  artillery,  when  Mijor 
General  Hill  joined  us  in  person.  We  pointed  out-to  him  the  situa 
tion  and  explained  our  proposed  plan,  which  he  at  once  adopted  and 
ordered  the  charge  to  he  in  ado  without  delay,  as  the.  evening  was 
already  wearing  lite.  iJn-br  t:n  order  of  tlu  Gsneral  of  division  all 
the  brig-ides  were  to  advance,  and  accordingly  no  time  was  lost  in 
sending  !Jaok  detached  regiments  to  their  brigac^s.  This  will  account 
for  the  fact  that  I  found  on  the  left,  and  under  my  general  super 
vision,  the  third  North  Carolina,'  Colonel  Mears,  of*  General  Ripley's 
brigade,  and  one  of  the  regiments  of  General 'Kodes'  brigade. 
•  By  a  change  of  position,  unnecessary  to  be  detailed,  I  had  placed 
Colonel  MeRae,  with  the  fii'th  North  Carolina,  on  the  left  of  my 
brigade  ;  and  the  line  being  a  long  one,  (with  the  additions  stated,)  1 
requested  him  to  exercise  a  general  supervision  over  the  troops  on  tho 
left,  subject  to  my 'orders.  The  whole  line  now  moved  forward  with 
rapidity  and  enthusiasm.  So  soon  as  it  had  well  cleaved  the  skirt  of 
timber  and  emerged  upon  the  open  plateau,  the  enemy's  artillery 
playt-d  iijftm  it,  but  their  iiro  was  caeckeJ  \>j  ;i  movem  ~i*ly 

men cioned.     The  effect  of   our   appearance    at    this  opportune 
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juncture,  cheering  and  charging,  decided  the  fate  of  the  day.  The 
enemy  broke  and  retreated  ;  made  a  second  brief  stand,  which  induced 
my  immediate  command  to  halt,  under  good  cover  of  the  bank  on  the 
roadside,  an<}  return  their  fire  ;  when,  charging  forward  again,  they 
broke  and  scattered  in  every  direction,  and  following,  I  found  that  I 
had  effected  a  junction  with  Major  General  Jackson's  column,  meeting 
with  General  Lawton  in  person,  and  with  the  officers  and  troops  of 
Hood's  and  Winder's,  brigades.  The  battle  was  now  over,  except  a 
scattering  fight  around  a  house  to  our  left,  near  which  the  enemy's 
batteries  had  been  posted.  As  our  line  moved  forward,  several  regi 
ments  on  the  left,  viz :  the  twentieth  North  Carolina  arid  third  North 
Carolina,  were  swung  around  by  Major  General  Hill's  orders  to  attack 
this  battery,  and  thus  to  prevent  it  from  playing  on  the  other  troops 
charging  over  the  plain.  In  this  movement  the  twentieth  North 
Carolina,  Colonel  Iverson,  ptirticipa-ted,  sustaining  a  heavy  loss  ;  and, 
at  a  later  period,  I  sent  Colonel  Scales,  thirteenth  North  Caroling,  to 
•  reinforce  our  troops  there.  '  Ta,e  attack  was  partially  successful,  our 
troops  acting  handsomely  and  maintaining  themselves  against  supe 
rior  numbers. 

Having  effected  the  junction  with  Major  General  Jackson's  troops, 
as  above  stated,  I  suggested  to  General  Lawton  that  further  rein 
forcements  should  be  sent  to  this  point  on  the  left,  which  being  done, 
the  enemy  made  no  further  stand,  but  abandoned  the  entire  field. 
Thus  ended  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  in  which  this  brigade  bore  an 
honorable  part,  sustaining  a  loss  there  of  about  five  hundred  killed 
and  wounded. 

That  night,  with  the  other  troops,  we  bivouacked  on  the  field.  The 
next  morning, /about  ten,  A.  M.,  we  moved,  with  the  other  troops,  in 
the  direction  of  the  Grapevine  bridge,  to  Turkey  Hill.  Finding  the 
bridge  destroyed  and  that  the  enemy  had  some  force  and  a  battery  on 
1he  other  side,  we  were  halted  and  drawn  u-p  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  while  several  of  our  batteries  shelled  the  supposed 
position  of  the  enemy. 

'We  were  delayed  at  this  point  during  that  day  and  the  next.  On 

the  morning  of  the ,  the  Grapevine  bridge  being  rebuilt  and  the 

road  clear,  this  brigade,  with  the  rest  of  the  division,  crossed  and, 
moving  across  the  line  of  the  York  River  foad,  struck  into  the  road 
to  Bottom's  Bridge,  down  which  we  proceeded,  capturing  prisoners, 
&c.,  until  we  turnea  to  the  right,  following  the  'course  of  the  enemy, 
and  took -the  road  crossing  the  White  Oak  Swamp  and  running  into 
the*Lonsr  Bridge  road.  Upon  reaching  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  we 
found  the  bridge  destroyed  and  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  a  strong  posi 
tion  on  the  other  side,  with  artillery.  The  infantry  being  kept  under 
cover,  our  artillery  was  brought  up  in  force  and  opened  on  the  enemy, 
with  marked  effect.  They  withdrew  their  battery  to  a  safer  position. 
At  this  point  we  were  delayed  another  day,  until  the  enemy  retired 
and  the  bridge  over  the  White  Oak  Swamp  was  rebuilt.  Crossing 
next  morning,  we  followed  up  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  towards  James 
river,  into  the  Long  Bridge  road,  ar»d  tb.on  into  the  Quaker  road,. to 
wards  Turkey  bridge.  Ac  Malvern  Hill  the  enemy  made,  their  last 
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stand,  with  several  batteries  and  two  lines  of  'infantry  in  a  command 
ing  position.  Our  own  infantry  were  put  under  cover  near  the  road, 
waiting  to  observe  the  effect  of  the  fire  of  our  artillery,  this  brigade 
lying  behind  that4of  General  Ilipley,  in  reserve,  with  C.olquitt's  still 
in  our  rear.  The*  concentrated  fire  of  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries 
from  the  hill  was  too  heavy  for  the  single  battery  (Moorman's)  which 
we  opposed  to  them.  Late  in  the  afternoon  orders  were  communicated 
that  the  Comma^der-in-Chief  had  selected  a  position  from  which  our 
artillery  could  enfilade  the  enemy's  batteries ;  that  the  effect  of  our 
fire  could  be  seen,  and  that,  when  the  enemy's  guns  were  crippled  or 
silenced,  that  a  general,  advance  of  the  infantry  would  be  ordered. 
The  enfilading  fire  soon  commenced,  and  thefBommander  of  this  divis 
ion,  accompanied  by  several  of  the  brigade  commanders,  including 
the  writer,  went  to  a  point  from  which  the  effect  could  be  observed. 
So  far  from  producing  marked  effect,  the  firing  was  so  wild  that  we 
werfc  returning  to  our  posts  under  the  impression  that  no  movement 
of  infantry  would  be  ordered,  when  suddenly  one  or  two  brigades, 
belonging  to  a  division  on  our  righfr  (either  Magrude.r's  or  Hirer's), 
charged  out  of  the  woods,  towards  the  right,  with  a  shout.  Major 
General  Hill  at  once  exclaimed:  "  That  must  be  the  general  advance! 
bring  up  your  brigades  as  soon  as  possible  and  join  iu  it."  Hurry 
ing  back  to  my  own  brigade,  I  moved  it,  down  the  road,  by  the  flank, 
to  the  edge  of  the  field,  over  which  the  enemy's  batteries  were  play 
ing,  and.  tiling  out  to  my  right,  formed  line  of  battle.  I  was  then 
ordered  to  advance  and  charge  the  batteries,  which  were  some  eight 
or  nine  hundred  yards  off,  on  a  commanding  hill,  straight  to  the  front, 
supported  by  two  lines  of  infantry.  There  was  *no  cover  and  the 
grotfnd  nearest  the  enemy  was  ploughed.  Anderson's,  Ri ploy's  jind 
Rodes'  brigades  (Gordon  commanding)  had  proceeded  further  d-jwn 
the  road,  thus  keeping  under  partial  cover  and  approaching  so  me  \\tiat 
nearer  and  on  the  right  of  the  enemy's  position.  When  ordered  for. 
ward,  1  saw  no  troops  of  our  own  in  front  of  me.  The  brigade  moved 
forward  with  alacrity  about  half-way  to  the  battery,  or  ne  irer,  when 
the  terrible  fire  of  artillery  and  the-  opening  lire  of  the  infantry,  in 
duced  them  to  halt,  lie  down  and  commence  firing,  without  mj  orders 
and  contrary  to  t^iem 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  very  severe,  and  being  satisfied  that  the 
exhibition  of  force  presented  by  a  single  brigade  on  that  front  was 
not  sufficient  to  intimidate  the  foe,  nor  to  carry  the  position,  I  sent 
my  acting  aid-de-camp,  Lieutenant  llaywood,  to  inform  Major  Gen 
eral  D.  11.  Hill,  that  unless  I  was  reinforced  quickly  I  could  effect 
nothing,  and  could  not  hold  the  position  I  then  occupied.  After  some 
delay  a  brigade  appeared  from  the  wools  in  my  rear,  and  seemed 
coming  up  to  my  support.  But  their  movements  seemed  slow,  and  before 
they  reached  me  my  men  began  .to  give  way,  and  very  many  ceased 
to  respond  to  my  efforts  to  hold  them  in  line  and  maintain  the  posi 
tion.  Remaining  on  the  spot,  until,  in  spite  of  every  effort,  the 
men  could  no  longer  be  held  there,  the  brigade  fell  back  to  the  edge 
of  the  woods  from  which  we  had  started.  It  is  not  my  desire  to  in 
dulge  iu  ciiticicrn  or  crimination.  It  is  enough  to  say,  that  then; 
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was,  somehow,  a  want  of  concert  and  co-operatiori  in  the  whole  affair, 
that  made  a  successful  attack  impracticable,  and  the  consequent 
.disorder  and  straggling  of  troops  most  lamentable.  My  own  brigade 
went  up  as  far  as  any  troops  I  saw  upon  the  field,  and  behaved  as 
rwell.  If  they  retired,  so  did  all  the  rest  who  were  ordered  to  charge 
the  battery.  The  whole  division  became  scattered. 

As  night  closed  in,  General  Ripley,  Colonels  Grordon  and  Colquitt, 
(commanding  brigades,)  and  myself,  set  to  work  in  concert  to  collect 
our  commands  together  and  bivouac  them  in  a  place  of  security.  Next 
morning  we  found  that  fhe  enemy  were  themselves  so  far  damaged  by 
the  previous  day's  work,  that  they  had  retreated  frbm  Malvern  Hill. 
Having  gotten  our  commands 'together  during  the  day,  suitable. details 
were  made  for  burrying  the  dead. 

This  brigade,  along  with  the  rest  of  the  division,  were  now  put  in 
bivouac,  near  the  scene  of  the  late  battle-field,  with  orders  to  collect 
the  arms  c.nd  munitions,  get  off  the  wounded,  the  prisoners,  &c.  9  L 
had  neglected  to  say^hat  Colonel  McRie,  of  the  fifth  North  Carolina, 
with  his  own  regiment  and  the  fourth  North  Carolina,  of  Anderson's 
brigade,  had  been  previously  ordered  back  upon  similar  duties  nearer 
to  Richmond.  They  were  not  present  at  Malvern  Hill.  These  duties 
being  all  discharged,  and  our  army  receiving  orders  to  return  towards 
Richmond,  this  brigade,  along  with  the  division,  returned  to  its  old 
position  near  the  Williamsburg  road. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  general  good  conduct  of  th& 
regimental  commanders  of  this  brigade  throughout  these  trying  scenes. 
Colonel  McRie,  (absent  from  Malvern  Hill  under  orders,)  exhibited 
his  accustomed  gall.mtry  arid  good  judgment  at  Cold  HarJ)or,  render 
ing  me  material  assistance  in  looking  after  the  left  of  my  line.  Col* 
onel  Scales,  thirteenth  North  Carolina,  was  conspicuous  for  his  fine 
bearing — seizing  the  colors  of  his  regiment,  at  a  critical  moment,  at 
Cold  Harbor,  and  advancing  to  the  front;  he  called  upon  the  thirteenth 
to  stand  to  them,  thus  restoring  confidence  and  keeping  his  men  in 
position.  Colonel  Iverson  was  seriously  wounded,  at  an  early  period, 
.while  gallantly  leading  up  his  regiment  to  take  the  battery,  at  the 
house  on  the  left,  at  Cold  Harbor.  This  movement  seems  to  have 
been  ordered  by  the  division  commander.  The  twentieth  North 
Carolina,  after  Colonel  Iverson  was  wounded,  was  led  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Franklin  J.  Faison.  They  advanced  gallantly  and  took  the 
battery,  which  they  held  for  ten  minutes.  The  gallant  Faison  received 
a  mortal  wound  in  the  very  act  of  turning  one  of  the  captured  pieces 
upon  the-  flying  foe.  and  breathed  out  his  noble  spirit  in  the  moment  of 
victory.  He  was  greatly  beloved,  and  his  memory  will  be  cherished 
with  veneration  and  pride.  Having  sustained  a  loss  of  seventy  killed 
and  two  hundred  and  two  wounded  in  this  charge,  which  was  tempo 
rarily  successful,  the  enemy  soon  returned  in  larger  force,  and  this 
regiment,  having  no  supports,  retired,  under  orders  from  Major  Toon, 
to  the  cover  of  the  wood  out  of  which  it  had  charged. 

-Colonel  Wade,  twelfth  North  Carolina,  conducted  his  regiment  with 
coolness  and  discretion.     Colonel  Christie,  twenty-third  North  Caro 
lina,  had  the  misfortune  to  be  wounded,  in  the  successful  charge,  at 
16 
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Cold  Harbor,  while  leading  his  regiment  and  bearing  himself  hand 
somely,  when  the  command  of  this  regiment  again  fell  upon  Lieuten 
ant  I.  J.  Young,  -who  had  been  in  command  during  th$  absence  of 
Colonel  Christie  from  the  effect  of  his  injuries  at  the  "  Seven  Pines." 
I  desire  to  notice  the  conduct  of  Lieutentant  Young  as  worthy  of 
special  commendation.  He  was  severely  woanded  at  Malvein  Hill, 
while  leading  the  regiment,  and  compelled  to  retire.  In  the  absence 
of  three  regimental  commanders,  who  led  the  thirteenth,  twentieth 
and  twenty-third  North  Carolina  regiments,  in  the  recent  engage 
ments,  the  regimental  reports  of  those  commands  refrain  from  the 
selection  of  the  names  of  particular  officers  ^ind  men  for  special  gal 
lantry.  Colonel  McRae  presents  the  following  from  the  fifth  North 
Carolina,  as  deserving  special  mention  at -Cold  Harbor,  viz  :  Major 
Sinclair,  wounded  early  and  compelled  to  retire;  Lieutenants  Riddick, 
Sprngue,  Davis,  Brookfield,  (severely  wounded,)  Taylor  and  Hay- 
wC od ;  Color  Sergeant  Grimstead,  wounded ;  Privates  Noah  McDaniel, 
(  '  captured  seven  prisoners,)  and  Jojin  Trotman.  Colonel  Wade, 
twelfth  North  .Carolina,  mentions  the  good  'conduct  of  Lieutenant 
Hummer,  company  C.,  and  private  T.  L.  Emory,  company  A. 

My  personal  staff,  during  these  engagements,  consisted  of  Captain 
Charles  Wood,  A.  A.  General,  Lieutenants  Ro.  D.  Eaily  and  F.  M. 
Haywcod,  Jr.,  the  last  at  Malvern  Hill  only.  I  can  most  sincerely 
testify  to  their  gallantry  and  intelligence.  Lieutenant  Early  was 
severely  wounded,  and  Captain  Wood  had  his  horse  instantly  killed 
under  him  by  a  solid  shot. 

I  present  below  a  succinct  statement  of  killed  and  wounded,  and 
file  lists  of  ^he  same  by  name. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  Major,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  GARLAND,  JR., 
Biigadier  General,  commanding  Third  Brigad,  Third  Division. 
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D.  P.  HALSKY,  A.  A.   General, 
*In  this  battery  twenty-eight  horses  were  killed  and  disabled. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  J.  R.  ANDERSON. " 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRJ>  BRIGADE,  ) 
Cavp  cm  Mills"  Farm,  July  to,  1862.       \ 

Major  General  A.  P.  HILL, 

Commanding  Light  Division : 

GENERAL:  In  compliance  with  your  order,  I  respectfully  submit  a 
report  of  the  part  taken  t>y  the  third  brigade  in  the  combats  before 
Richmond. 

On  Wednesday  evening,.  26th  of  June,  in  pursuance  of  your  order, 
I  put  my  brigade  in  motion,  and  marched  to  Meadow  Bridge,  wheVe 
we  bivouacked  that  night. 

On    Thursday   afternoon,  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  march,  and  fol 
lowed  the  first  brigade,  (General  Field,)  crossing  the  Meadow  Bridge, 
and  down  the  road  to  Mecha'nicsville.     When  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of   Mechanicsvillc,  the  enemy  having  opened  from  his  battery 
to  the  left  and  beyond  the  place,  my  battery,  Captain   Mclntosh,  was 
directed,  by  your   order,  to   take  position  and  draw  his  fire,  while  I 
was   directed  to  make    a   detour   to  the  left,  under  the  direction  of  a 
guide,  and  capture  the  battery.     It  had  to  march  about  a  mile,  a  part 
of  the  way  through  a  very  dense  wood,  so  that  it  was   impossible  to 
know  whether  we  would  strike  a  favorable  point  of  attack.     I  ordered 
Colonel  Thomas',  commanding  the  leading  regiment,  to  make  a  detour, 
so  as,  if  possible,  to  take   the. battery  in   reverse  or  in  rear,  and  the 
other  regiments  to   support  him.     Being  totally  unacquainted  with 
the  ground,  we  came  within  range  of  the  enemy's  guns  and  the  sharp 
shooters,  too   much  to   the  right!.     Colonel  Tho-mas,  however,  dished 
forward  with   his    regiment,  withholding    his    fire,  and  succeeded   in, 
crossing   the  creek,  (Beaver  Dam.)  and  gaining  the  wood,  dislodging, 
the   enemy  posted   there,  and   driving   themjback.     They  were  soou 
heavily  reinforced,  and   renewed  the  attack,  and  were  a,  second  time 
repulsed,   with   loss — Colonel  Thomas   being  well  supported  by   the 
fourteenth  Georgia,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fulsoin,  and  the  third  Lou 
isiana  battalion,  Lieutenant  Colonel    Pendieton.     In    the  meantime, 
the   forty-ninth  and  forty-fifth  Georgia  came  up,  and  were  posted  on 
tho  right,  opening  a  fire  from  their  position  on  the  enemy,  lodgedi 
their   rifle-pits   beyond  the  crefc.     flight   approaching,  and  havin* 
now  ascertained  the  position  and  strength  of  the  enemy's  works,  tha 
they   were,  contrary  to  our   expectations,  located   on  the  far   side  of 
Beaver    Dam,  that    my    right  was    separated   from   them    by  a  wido 
morass,  through  .which  raa   the  creek,  considerably  dam-nod  up,  and 
that  the  ground  gained  by  the  daring  of  the  thirty-fifth  and  fourteenth 
Georgia  and   third  Louisisiana  battalion,  was  still  separated  from  the 
enemy's  main  work  by  a  deep  ravine,  and  their  position  «trengthened  by 
abatus  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  whilst  its  crest  was  strongly  supported  by 
extensive  rifle-pits,  manned  with    sharpshooters.     I  concluded  it  was 
better  to  adopt  'another  line  of  approach,  by  a  movement  further  to 
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the  left,  unobserved,  through  the  woods,  perhaps  three-quarters  of.  a 
mile,  so  as  to  gain  the  table  land  near  the  Old  Church  road,  and  take 
the  work  in  rear.  Darkness  prevented  the  execution  of  this  plan,  and 
I  determined  to  bivouack  my  brigade,  and  reported  to  you  my  readi 
ness  to  execute  the  enterprise  the  next  morning. 

In  this  fight  1  have  to  report  the  loss  of  some  of  my  best  officers  in 
killed  and  wounded,  and  many  men,  all  of  whom  behaved  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  all  praise.  I  would  specially  notice  the  conduct  of  Colonel 
E.  L.  Thomas,  commanding  thirty-fifth  Georgia,  who  evinced  fearless 
ness  and  good  judgment,  not  only  in  this  affair,  but  throughout  the 
whole  expedition.  He  was  wounded  on  this  occasion,  but  remained 
always  on  duty,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  His  adjutant,  too,  Lieu 
tenant  Ware,  was  conspicuous  for  his  gallantry,  and  sealed,  with  his 
li'fe.  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  his  country,  as  did  other  valuable 
'officers,  whose  names  have  been  reported  to  you.  I  have  also,  as  the 
result  of  this  action,  to  regret  the  loss  from  the  'service,  at  least  for  a 
tiire,  of  Colonel  A.  J.  Lane,  commanding  forty-ninth  Georgia,  who 
received  a  painful  and  serious  wound  m  the  arm,  and  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  (Simmons,  of  the  same  regiment.  Nor  can  I-  omit  to  call 
special  attention  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  L.  P.  Thomas, 
qu;iitermaster  of  the  thirty.  fifth  Georgia,  who  volunteered  his  services 
for  the  occasion,  in  the  fu  Id,  seeing  his  regiment  deficient  in  field 
officers.  lie  rendered  valuable  services,  until  he  was  seriously 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fulsom,  of  the  fourteenth  Georgia, 
also  deserves  special  mention.  This  officer  was  confined  to  rns  sick 
bed,  Vmr  as.  M-.OTI  as  the  order  was  given  to  move  forward  he  got  up, 
and  gallantly  led  his  regiment,  though  laboring  under  the  effects  of 


(hi  Fii'lay  morning,  the  enemy  having  evacutated  the,  place  at- 
•  1  the  evening  before  by  niy  brigade,  I  commenced  the  march,  aa 
ordered  by  you,  deployed  in  line  of  battle  in  the  edge  of  the  woodland 
north  of  the  Mtechanicflville  road,  between  the  village  and  the  river. 
Soon  I  received  orders  Jo  fall  in  the  column  proceeding  down  the  road, 
and  placed  my  brigade  in  the  position  assigned  it,  next  to  the  second 
brigade,  .Brigadier  General  Gregg's.  Captain  Mclntosh's  battery, 
attached  to  my  brigade,  having  exhausted  its  ammunition,  arid  one 
piece  being  disabled,  was  left  behind,  to  renew  its  supply  and  repair 
damnges;  and  I  ordered  up  Qaptain  Greenlee  Davidson's  battery, 
fLetcher  Artillery,)  from  the  other  side  of  the  Chickahominy.  It  was, 
however,  so  late  in  the  day  before  •hat  gallant  and  active  officer  re- 
ceceived  my  order,  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  reach  me  before  the 
affair  at  Cold  Harbor,  though  I.  learn  that  he  took  a  part  in  the  fight 
at  a  point  on  that  field,  which  he  reached  before  ascertaining  where 
my  command  was  posted. 

•  After  crossing  the  stream  at  Gaines'  Mill,  I  was  ordered  by  you  to 
proceed  up  the  right-hand  road,  and  afterwards  I  received  an  order 
from  you,  through  one  of  your  aids,  to  inarch  with  caution,  as  the 
enemy  were  said  to  be  in  force  at  Turkey  hill.  I  threw  forward  an 
advance  guard,  and  flankers  on  each  side  of  the  road,  in  the  woods, 
until  I  arrived  at.  the  cross  roads,  where  we  observed  the  enemy's 
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pickets,  two  of  whom  we  captuivd  in  the  wood  on  our  right.  I  then 
filed  to  the  right,  marching  through  the  woods  by  the  right  flank, 
until  my  right  reached  the  field  in  which  General  Fender's  battery 
was  posted  and  playing  on  the  enemy.  Here  I  faced  to  the  front,  and 
marched  forward  in  line-of-battle,  driving  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
before  us,  whilst  I  was  supported  by  .General  Field's  brigade,  a  few 
pacee  in  rear. 

On  arriving  near  the  edge  of  the  woods,  we  cam%  under  a  brisk  fire 
of  the  enemy,  "which  increased  as  we  emerged  from  it* and  crossed  the 
narrow  slip  of  land  to  the  crest  of  the  hill.  This  hill  was  separated 
by  a  deep  ravine  and  creek  from  the  enemy's  position.  Here  the  bri 
gade  encountered  a  very  hot  fire,  both  of  musketry  and  shells,  which 
brought  us  to  a  halt  from  the  double  quick  in  which  I  commenced 
the  charge.  But  it  was  only  after  a  third  charge  in  which  every  effort 
was  made  by  me  to  gain  the  enemy's  lines  b?yond  the  ravine,  that  ia« 
consequence  of  some  wavering  in  the  centre,  I  concluded  to  order  ray 
men  to  lie  down  in  the  edge  o|.the  woods  and  hold  the  position.  At 
the  same  time,  it  seeming  to  be  totally  irn  practicable*  at  this  point  to 
effect  a  -passage  of  the  ravine,  I  ordered  the  thirty-fifth  and  forty- 
fifth  Georgia,  who,  under  their  brave  leaders,  Colonel:?  E.  L.  Thomas 
and  F.  Hardeman,  the  former  on  my  right  fknk  and  the  latter  on  my 
left,  had  proceeded  a  considerable  distance  in  advance  of  the  centre* 
to  fall  back  in  line  and  lie  on  the  ground,  which  position  we  main 
tained  until,  by  the  general  charge,  the  day  was  won.  On  the  night 
•of  the  29th,  (Sunday,)  my  brigade  having  had  a  very  exhausting 
inarch  in  the  position  assigned  it  in  your  colujnn,  bivouacked  on  the 
Darby  town  road  near  Atlee's.  Many  of  the  men  fell  down  by  the 
wayside  unable  to  march  further  on  that  day.  The  n3xt  morning, 
(3Uth,)  when  the  firing  commenced  at  Frazior's  farm,  I  received  an  order 
from  you  to  form  close  column  of  regiments  on  the  side  of  the  road, 
which  was  executed,  on  the  right  Here  we  were  within  the  range  of 
the  enemy's  guns,  but  had  not  many  casualties.  About  sunset,  I  re 
ceived  you'r  order  to  bring  forward  my  brigade  and  form  line-of-battle 
on  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  which  was  quickly  done,  the  road  dividing 
my  line  into  two  parts,  the  third  Louisiana  battalion  and  fourteenth 
Georgia  regiment  forming  the  left,  while  the  thirty-fifth,  forty-fifth  and 
forty-ninth  Georgia  formed  the  right  wing.  I  was  then  ordered  to  send 
forward  my  la'ftwing,  under  the  senior  officer  present,  Lieutenant  Colo- 
onel  Pcndleton,  of  the  third  Louisiana  battalion,  who  led  it  into  the  fight. 
A  few  minutes  later,  by  your  order,  I  led  the  remainder  of  my  brigade 
into  the  fight,  with  a  warning  from  you,  that  one  of  our  brigades  was 
in  my  front.  This  order  was  promptly  and  enthusiastically  executed 
by  the  whole  command,  the  more  so,  doubtless,  is,  at  this  moment,  the 
President  of  the  Confederate  States  galloped  by  us,  the  whole  length 
bf  my  column,  and  was  recognized  and  vociferously  cheered  by  the 
men.  We  had  about  half  a  mile  to  march,  and  the  sound  and^shof 
the  musketry  indicating  the  enemy's  positron  to  be  on  the  left  of  the 
road,  I  filed  to  tlj^e  left  and  change  1  my  front  forward  so  as  to  form 
line-of-battle  parallel  to  what  appeared  to  be  that  of  the  enemy.  By 
this  time  it  was  dark.  I  immediately  gave  the  order,  "  Forward  ia 
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line-of-battle,"  The  inarch  was  handsomely  performed.  Orders  were 
given  that  no  musket  was  to  be  fired  until  we  came  up  with  and  recog 
nized  our  friends  in  front.  The  march  was  continued  in  perfect  order, 
under  a  galling  fire,  until  we  cainc  up  to  a  fence,  and,  qn  my  right, 
found  my  left  wing  in  position,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pendleton. 
I  immediately  ordered  my  brigade  over  the  fatice,  and,  placing  myself 
in  its  front,  re-formed  the  line,  still  believing  our  friends  to  be  in  front, 
and  (ictcrmLned  totproceed  to  their  aid.  At  this  moment,  I  was  just 
able  to  see  a  force,  which  seemed  to  be  a  brigade  or  division,  march 
ing  down  upon  us,  and  was  soon  satisfied  that  they  were  the  enemy  ; 
but  it  was  impossible  to  inspire  my  nien  with  this  belief,  especially  as 
the  enemy,  not  then  more  than  fifty  or  seventy-five  yards  from  us, 
were  constantly  singing  out,  "for.God'a  sake  don't  fire  on  us,  we  are 
friends."  An  order  to  fire,  at  this  moment,  I  was  satisfied  would  be 
unavailing,  so  I  ordered  "  Charge  bayonets  in  double  quick,"  hoping 
that  a  moment  more  would  satisfy  my  men  of  their  mistake.  At  this 
moment,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman,  of  the  artillery,  who  happened 
to  come  up,  rendered  me  valuable  as:>is'tance  in  attempting  to  unde 
ceive  my  command,  but  it  seemed  to  be  impossible,  and  Its  consequent 
demoralization  was  great  and  unfortunate.  All  doubt  should  soon 
bave  been  removed,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  ;  by  the  command  "  fire," 
they  delivered  a  very  deadly  fire,  received  by  my  then  left  wing,  and 
chiefly  the  forty-fifth  Georgia,  Colonel  Hardcinan.  The  men  were 
ordered  to  lie  down  and  continue  the  firing,  until  finally  the  enemy 
were  driven  from  the  fiell.  It  was  in  this  affair  that  Colonel  ll.urde- 
man,  while  nobly  encouraging  his  brave  men,  was  severely  wounded, 
and  I,  myself,  receiving  a  blow  on  my  forehead,  fell  disabled  for  a 
time,  which  devolved  the  command  on  Colonel  Edward  L.  Thomas. 
The  lists  of  killed  and  wounded  in  my  brigade  in  these  three  fights, 
amounting  to  three  hundred  and  eighty-four,  have  already  been  reported 
to  you.  In  closing  this  statement,  General,  of  the  part  taken  by  my 
brigade  in  the  battles  around  Rfchmond,  I  respectfully  refer  to  the 
reports  of  the  regimental  commanders  for  details.  Where  so  many 
•officers  and  men  did  their  duty  well,  it  would  be  difficult  to  particu-. 
larize  But  it  is  due  to  Captain  Koscoe  B.  Heath,  my  able  assistant 
adjutant  general,  that  I  should  acknowledge  the  obligation  I  am  under 
to  him  for  his' valuable  assistance,  not  only  on  these  occasions,  but 
throughout  his  service,  as  the  chief  of  my  staff.  Notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  he  was  suffering  from  severe  illness,  he  insisted  OR  accompa 
nying  me  oifthis  inarch  against  my  earnest  advice,  arid,  after  passing 
throng^  the  battles  of  the  2Gt!t  and  27th  of  June,  was  only  induced' 
to  retire  by  assurance  from  the  gurgeori  that  further  exertion  would 
^cost  him  his  life.  I  beg  to  commend  to  your  notice  my  aid,  Lieutenant 
Win.  Herwood,  who  evinced,  throughout,  zeal,  enterprise  and  daring; 
and  to  my  volunteer  aids,  Captains  Win.  Morriss  and  Philip  ILixall,  I 
am  in^bted  for  valuable  assistance  in  delivering  orders  in  entire  dis 
regard  of  danger,  as  well  as  in  encouraging  and  rallying  the  troops. 
It  was  in  the  engagement  of  the  2?th  of  June,  at  Cold  Harbor,  that 
Captain  Morriss  was  severely  and  I  fear  dangerously  wounded  by  a 
musket  ball,  breaking  his  thigh  bone.  My  brigade  commissai  y ,  Major 
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Lewis  Ginter,  and  quartermaster,  Major  R.  T.  Taylor,  more  than  justified 
my  favorable  estimate  of  tlieir'qualifications.  I  have  not  referred  more 
particularly  to  the  two  field  batteries,  attached  to  my  brigade,  com 
manded  by  those  accoaiplished  officers,  Captains  Mclntosh  and  GreenJ.ee 
Davidson,  because  they  were  under  your  immediate  command.  Nor 
should  I  omit  to  express  my  unmeasured' approbation  of  the  fidelity 
of  the  surgeons  of  this  brigade  in  the  performance  of  their  onerous 
and. responsible  labors.  The  chief  surgeon  and  his  assistants,  I  know 
by  personal  observation,  devoted  thoir  skill  and  sleepless  energies  to 
the  alleviation  of  the  suffering  of  our  brave  men.  The  infirmary 
corps  system,  too,  I  regard ^as  wisely  conceived,  and  was,  as  far  as  my 
observation  extended,  faithfully  executed  by  the  several  details. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  R.  ANDERSON, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  FIELD. 

,  LIGHT  Dm: 

July  20,  1862. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE,  LIGHT  DIVISION,  > 


Major  R.  C.  MORGAN', 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  26th  ult.,  I  was  di 
rected  to  cross  from  my  camp,  at  Meadow  Biidge,  to  the  north  side  of 
the  Chickahominy,  as  soon  as  General  Branch's  brigade,  which  waa 
to  efoss  hig^r  up  the  stream,  should  appear  opposite  to  me.  It  was 
designed  that  this  movement  should  take  place  early  on  the  26th. 
Certain  causes  having  delayed  its  execution,  it  was  three  o'clock,  P. 
M.,  on  the  26th,  when  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill,  commanding  the  divi 
sion,  directed  me  to  wait  no  longer,  but  to  cross  and  attack  the  enemy  at 
Mechanicsville.  The  enemy  made  no  opposition  to  .my  passage  of 
the  Chickahominy,  but  posting  skirmishers  in  a  thick  wood  about  a 
mile  beyond,  fired  on  the  advance,  wounding  one  man  and  himself 
losing  one  captured.  From  this  point  to  Mechanicsville,  the  road 
was  open  ;  but  as  I  approached  that  j)lace,  a  heavy  fire  from  several 
batteries  on  my  left  and  front  and  from  sharpshooters,  all  behind  en 
trenchments,,  was  opened.  Forming  my  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  the 
fifty-fifth  and  sixtieth  Virginia  on  ihe  right  of  the  road,  aqd  the 
fortieth  and  forty-seventh  Virginia  and  second  Virginia  battalion  OR 
the  left,  and  Pegram's  battery  in  the  centre,  we  steadily,  and  in  per 
fect  line,  advanced  «upon  the  enemy,  the  infantry  and'  artillery  occa 
sionally  halting  for  a  moment  to  deliver  fire.  -Gaining  the  cross 
roads,  where  it  was  known  batteries  had  been  posted,  and  were  sup 
posed  still  to  be,  it  was  found  to  be  unoccupied-— meanwhile  an  ac 
tive  and  vigorous  fire  was  opened  on  us  from  the  batteries  situated  on 
the  north  eide  of  Beaver  Dam  creek— -I  changed  front  to  the  left  by 
throwing  forward  the  right  wing  and  advanced  to  attack  them,  direct 
ing  Captain  Pegranr  to  take  position  and  open,  fire  on  the  enemy's 
batteries,  a  part  of  General  Archer's  brigade  having  been  ordered  by 
General  Hill  to  support  me.  About- a  mile  of  open  ground  was  to  bo 
gotten  over,  most  of  which  was  swept  by  three. or  four  batteries,  but 
the  brigade,  in  the  original  ordcyr,  gallantly  moved  forward,  though 
t  eir  ranks  were  momentarily  thinned  by  the  rngst  destructive  can 
nonading  I  have  yet  .known.  Our  only  safety  from  this  fire  lay  in 
pushing  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  getting  so  close  to  the 
enemy's  infantry  as  to  draw  the  fire  upon  his  own  troops,  should  it  be 
continued.  lie  occupied  a  wooded  hillside  overlooking  Beaver  Dam 
creek.  Gaining  a  dense  thicket  on  this  side,  the  stream  My  sepa 
rating  us,  both  sides  opened  with  the  mutket,  and  continued  it  until 
nine  o'clock  at^night.  My  brigade  remained  upon  the  ground  resting 
on  iWir  arms  all  night.  A  desultory  fire  was  maintained  for  some 
time  next  morning,  but  without  much  effect  on  either  side.  In  this, 
our  first  day's  'combat,  sfnd  first  in  the  lives  of  many  of  the  brigade, 
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all  behaved  well.  My  advance  in  line  of  battle  was  steady  and  con 
tinuous,  and  being  throughout  in  full  view  of  the* enemy,  must  have 
given  him  no  mean  idea  of  the  gallantry  of  'troops  who  would  press 
forward  so  steadily  in  the  face  of  such  a  fire.  Many  a  gallant  fellow 
here  fell,  the  officers  leading  and  encouraging  the  men.  Colonel  W. 
E.  Starke,  sixtieth  Virginia,  received  a  painful  wound  in  the  hand.  I 
suppose  *it  was  about  two  o'clock  on  the  27th,  when  my  brigade 
was  ordered  to  support  that  of  Brigadier  General  J.  R.  Anderson,  in 
an  attack  upon  ^hat  provc(\  to  be  the  enemy's  centre,  at  Games'  Mill. 
Forming  line  of  battle  in  a  wood  to  the  right  of  the  road,  both  bri 
gades  moved  forward,  (mine »in?second  line),  and  debouche'd  into  an 
open  field  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy's  line.  Giving 
the  command  to  charge,  w*e  rushed  forward'  and  opened  fire  within 
one  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy,  which  was  continued  until  forced, 
by  an  overpowering  fire  from  greatly  superior  numbers,  to  fall  back 
for  support,  which  wis  received.  I  again  formed  and  moved  forward 
to  the  attack,  General  Archer's  brigade  forming  on  my  right,  Both 
brigades  gallantly  responded  to  the  call,  and  rushed  forward  and 
gaining  the  crest  of  the  hill  were  again  stopped  by  an  infantry  fire 
TOat  nothing  could  live  under.  The  men,  however,  did  not  retire,  but 
falling  on  their  faces,  maintained,  until  support  came  up,  a  brisk  and 
destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy.  As  events  afterwards  proved,  the 
enemy  were  in  heavy  force  at  this  point,  were  admirably  sheltered 
behind  temporary  obstacles,  such  as  abattis,  &c.,  and  were  safe  from 
expulsion  by  any  Miss  force  than  that  which  came  to  jny  assistance 
late  in  the  evening.  In  this  affair,  from  the  long  and  determined 
character  of  the  contest,  my  loss  was  heavy,  Lieutenant  Colonel  H. 
H.  \\alker,  fortieth  Virginia^  rnost  gallant  and  meritorious  officer, 
being  twtee  wounded.  It  was  late  in  the  evening  of  the  30ta  when 
I  was  notified  to  move  upon  the  field  of  battle  as  soon  as  possible. 
Putting  the  column  in  motion  at  the  double-quick,  we  were  soon  upon 
the  theatre  of  action.  Forming  in-line  of  battle,  the  fifty-fifth  and 
sixtieth  Virginia  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  forty-seventh  and  the 
second  Virginia  battalion  on  the  left,  the  command  was  given  to  cheer 
heartily  and  charge.  About  three  hundred  yards  directly  in  our 
front,  were  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  posted  in  an  open  field,  and 
on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  we  were  advancing  on.  I  had  heard 
that  these  batteries  had  been  several  times  during  the  day  taken  and 
retaken,  a  constant  struggle  being,  maintained  for  their  possession. 
At  this  time  they  were  held  by  the  enemy,  but  the  horses  being  killed 
or  wounded,  he  was  unable  to  remove  the  guns.  The  whole  line  now 
rushed  forward  under  heavy  fire,  beat  the  enemy  back  from  the  guns 
into  the  woods  beyond,  and  pushing  him  on  the  right  of  the  road 
ba^k  half  a  mile.  The  two  regiments  on  this  side  the  road,  the  fifty- 
fifth  nnd  sixtieth  Virginia,  were  at  this  time  in  the  enemy's  rear,  having 
penetrated  through  his  centre  in  the  eagerness  of  pursuit,  but  were 
withdrawn  before  he  could  profit  by  the  circumstance.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Christian  was  wounded,  and  Major  Burke  was  killed,  both 
of  the  fifty-fifth  Virginia.  Colonels  Malluy  and  Starke  behaved  very 
handsomely  here.  The  charge  was  impetuously  made,  and  was  an 
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instance  -where  bayonets  were  really  crossed,  several  of  the  enemv 
being  killed  with  that  weapon,  and  several  of  the  sixtieth  now  being 
in  hospital,  bearing  bayonet  wounds  upon  their  persons.  It  is  proper 
to  state  that  the  fortieth  Virginia,  Colonel  Brockenbrough,  forming 
my  extreme  lefr>  became  detached  on  account  of  the  inequalities  of 
the  ground,  and  was  not  under  my  eye.  The  Colonel  reports,  how 
ever,  meeting  with,  an  overwhelming  force  {ftid  his  heavy  loss.  My 
brigade  held  that  part  of  the  battle-field  until  relieved  late  at  night 
by  s*ome  fresh  troops,  I  having  in  the  meanwhile  sent  to  the  rear  for 
horses  and  removed  all  the  captured  gun*  and  equipments  to  a  place 
of  safety..  I  omitted  to  mention  that  the  forth-seventh  Virginia,  Col 
onel  Mayo,  after  getting  possession  c-T  the  guns  on  the  left  of  the 
road,  manned  two  of  them  and  used  theni*g,gainst  the  enemy.  This 
regiment  also  captured  Major  General  McCall,  commanding  the  Fed 
eral  forces  on  the  field.  I  desire  to  call  tfie  attention  of  the  General 
commanding  to  £he  conspicuous  gallantry  of  Captain  R.  C.  Collins, 
Engineer  Corps.  He  joined  me  as  a  volunteer  aid,  just  as  w-e  were 
going  into  action,  and  by  voice  and  action,  led  and  cheered  the  men 
through  all  the  fight  with  unsurpassed  spirit.  The  conduct  of  Cap 
tain  Pegram's  battery  in  the  engagements  excited  my  admiration, 
Always  eager,  always  alert,  Captain  Pegram  was  in  every  action 
where  opportunity  offered,  and  always  doing  his  duty,  as  the  loss  of 
every  officer,  killed  or  woundel,.and  sixty,  out  of  about  eighty  men, 
sadly  attest.  I  trust  that  the  merits  of  this  officer,  will  not  go  unre- 
.warded  by  the  Department.  The  several  field  officers  of  the  Brigade 
bore  themselves,  with  but  one  .exception,  reportefl  elsewhere,  as  be 
came  accomplished  and  gallant  officers.  The  particular  conduct  of 
subordinates  is  detailed  in  the  repots  herewith  forwarded.  My 
thanks  are  due  to  my  personal  staff,  9lpt?.in  G.  F.  Harrison,  assist 
ant  adjutant  general,  and  aids,  Lieutenants  W.  11.  Mason  and  R. 
Robb,  for  zeal  and  intelligence  throughout  the  week.  The  entire  loss 
of  my  brigade  was  six  hundred  and  three  killed  and  wounded  and 
eight  made  prisoners.  This  w;as  about  half  my  force  at  any  time  en 
gaged,  for  I  am  pained  to  state  that  my  brigade  was,  like  all  others 
that  I  met  with,  some  officers  and  men  either  deserting  the  field  en 
tirely,  or  seeking  safety  by  skulking  behind  trees,  or  halting  outside 
the  avenue  of  fire. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
CHARLES  F.  FIELD, 

Brigadier  General  Commanding. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  FENDER. 

i 
RICHMOND,  VA.,  July  IG,  1862. 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  as  a  part  of  the  light 
division  of  the  array,  I  left  my  camp  near  friend's  house,  on  the 
Chickahominy,  Wednesday  afternoon,  June  25th,  1862,  with  my 
brigade,  and  marched  to  a  point  near  the  crossing  of  the  Chickahom 
iny,  on  the  Meadow  Bridge  road,  where  I  joined  the  division.  Upon 
resuming  the  march  next  day,  my  brigade  was  placed  fifth  in  order, 
so  that;  after  crossing,  late  in  the  afternnoon,  I  was  ordered  to  cross 
the  field  direct  for  Mechanicsyille,  to  meet  the  brigades  in  front  that 
were  making  tBe  march  by  the.  road.  Soon  after  leaving  the  ^leadow 
Bridge  road,  one  or .  two  pieces  of  artillery  opened  upon  us  from  a 
wood  directly  above  Mechanicsville.  I  at  once  deployed  into  line  of 
battle,  bringing  up  one  section  pf  Andrews'  battery  ;  my  line  was 
'then  advanced,* and  the  enemy's  artillery  soonwithdrew.  Here,  owing 
to  my  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  r*oad,  aria  partial  misleading  of  the 
guide,  my  left  regiment  went  too  far  to  the  left  and  consequently  did 
not  join  the  .brigade  until  late  at  night,  for  while  it  was  coming  up, 
after  being,  sent  for,  it  was  ordered  by  some  one  to  support  another 
brigade,  and  I  would  here  mention,  it  was  reported  to  me  as  behaving 
well  under  a  very  murderous  fire,  to  which  it  was  soon  exposed, 
losing  about  two. hundred  men.  This  wra§  the  sixteenth  North  Caro- 
'lina,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  McElroy.  Upon  reaching 
Mechanicsville,  I  was  ordered  by  you'  to  support  General  Field.  I 
at  once  made  my  disposition  to  do  so,  but  soon  found  that  by  taking 
the'  direction  General  Feld  was  going,  left  his  right  much  exposed  to 
a  heavy  fire  of  artillery,  which  .was  playing  at  the  same  time  on  Pc- 
gram's  battery  with  great  effect.  This  artillery  was  obliquely  to  the 
right  and  lower  down  Beaver  Dam  creek,  than  I  saw  any  troops  go 
ing.  I  at  once  changed  the  direction  of  two  of  my  regiments,  so  as 
to  bring  them  to  the  right  of  this  artillery,  arid  succeeded  m  retting 
within  one  hiindred  and  fifty  or* two  hundred-  yards  of  it  before  we 
were  opened  upon  ;  but  when  they  did  open  upon  us,  it  was  destruc 
tive,  and  the  obstacles  so  great  in  front  of  the  creek  and  mill-dam, 
that  after  the  thirty- eighth  North  Carolina  had  reached  these  obstacles, 
and  within  less  than  one  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  rifle-pits,  they 
had  to  fall  back.  This  regiment  here  advanced  boldly  and  maintained 
its  ground  well.  The  thirty-fourth  North  Carolina,  the  other  regi 
ment  that  had  been  led  by  me  to  the  right,  had  made  too  much  of  a 
detour,  and  did  not  come  up  until  the  thirty-eighth  was  re«jsed. 
After  bringing  it'  up,  I  sent  it  still  further  to  the  right,  to  make  as  ' 
much  diversion  as  possible  in  that  direction.  General  Ripley  came 
up  at  this  time,  with  his  brigade  advancing  over  part  of  the  same 
ground  which  had  been  passed  by  the  thirty-eighth  North  Carolina 
direction  fr.ont  of  the  mill.  The  thirty-fourth  North  Carolina  ad 
vanced  to  the  creek,  and  there  maintained  its  position  until  after 
dark,  when  I  had  it  withdrawn,  so  that  with  this  and  General  Ripley, 
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with  part  of  his  brigade,  we  held  the  extreme  right  of  our  position 
until  about  daylight  next  morning,  when  I  was  relieved.  General 
Ripley  ha4  been  relieved  before.  Other  brigades  came  up  dur 
ing  the  night.  The  twenty-second  North  .Carolina,  which  had  fol 
lowed  to  support  General  Field,  when  getting  to  the  creek  near  him, 
came  sudenly  upon  a  regiment  of  the  enemyjust  across  the  run,  and 
after  some  little  parley,  opened  fire,  driving,the  enemy  quickly  away, 
but  found  it  impossible  to  cross.  T-he  loss  of  this  regiment  here  was 
also  very  heavy,  amongst  others,  its  bravo  Colonel  Conner,  received 
a  severe  wound  in. the  leg.  1  should  state,  while  relating  the  inci 
dents  of  this  day's  fight,  that  Colonel  Hoke,  thirty-eighth  North 
Carolina,  was  also  wounded  and  had  to  leave  the  field.  The  adjutant 
of  the  thirty-eighth  was  wounded  also,  but  nibly  maintained  his  posi 
tion  until  after  dark. 

At  daylight,  on  Friday  morning,  I  had  changed  my  position,  in 
obedience  to  your  orders,  bringing  my  brigade  strictly  in  front  of  tho 
mill,  on  Beaver  Darn  creek.  About'  this  time,  the  enemy  seemed  to 
make  a  faint  attack  upon  Jhe  troops  on  my  right,  when  those  brigades 
moved  forward, taud  I  movd  mine  forward  also,  until  they  had  gained 
the  creek,  getting  in  the  bed  of  it.-  Here  our  line  was  halted  until 
a  general  concert  of  action  could  be  had,  by  which  their  attention^ 
might  be  diverted  to  the  extreme  right  from  those  in  the  immediate 
front  At  this  time,  I  brought  up  a  section  from  each  of  three  batte 
ries  I  found  in  the  plain  in  the  rear.  One  of  these  was  from  the  Donelson 
artillery,  under  Lieuterrant  Moran,  who  shelled  them  with  spirit  and 
effect,  his  men  being  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  sharp-  ' 
shooters,  not  two  hundred  yardfs  off,  in  the  rifle-pits.  The  section  of 
Andrews'  battery  (Maryland)  was  under  Lieutenant  Dimint,  who  also' 
did  fine  service.  Captain  Andrews,  as  usual,  was  present,  chafing  for 
^a  fight.  I  do  not  know  to  whose  battery  the  other  section  belonged. 
We  moved  forward  soon  after  crossing  the  run  and  mill  race,  with 
great  difficulty.  .The  thirty-fourth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  Riddick, 
was  the  first  to  gain  the  enemy's  works,  but  they  had  a  few  moments 
before  left  under  cover  of  their  rifle-pits.  I  should  here  mention  that 
a  part  of  Andrews'  battery  was  engaged  with  the  enemy  before,  as 
sisting  Pegram's  battery.  After  crossing  the  creek,  we  marched 
down  the  Chickahominy,  not  meeting  the  enemy  until  we  reached 
Games'  Mill,  who  opposed  the  ri^ht  brigades  of  the  division.  I  here 
brought  up  two  sections  of  Andrews'  battery,  under  Lieutenants 
Dirnint  and  Dabney,  who  shelled  the  enemy  with  considerable  effect. 
We  again  moved  forward,  crosssing  at  Games'  Mill.  Soon  I  was  or 
dered  by  you  to  pass  to  the  right  and  throw  out  skirmishers,  and,  if 
possipe,  to  surround  the  enemy  who  were  lower  down  the  stream. 

.We  drove  them  off;  but  they  retired  upon  their  main  body.  Here, 
again,  a  portion  of  Andrews'  battery  was  brought  into  play,  with  the 
desire  to  draw  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  to  show  us  its  lo 
cality,  but  failed  to  do  so.  Through  the  misconception  of  an  order, 
by  Colonel  Riddick,  his  regiment  had  not  come  up,  and  I  fomid  my 
self  weak,  and  asked  for  support.  General  Archer  was  sent  forward, 
and  I  was  ordered  to  support  General  Branch,  farther  up  the  road. 
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I  found  Colonel  Riddick  at  the  forks  of  the  road,  near  Cold  Harbor, 
and  my  brigade  was  at  once  ordered  into  action.  I  formed  into  line 
of  battle,  and  moved. into  the  wood  on  right  of  the  right  Jiand  road, 
finding  only  the  enemy  and  a  fragment  of  one  of  our  regiments.  We 
were  soon  hotly  engaged,  and  drove  the  enemy  slowly  before  us  for 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  My  brigade  had  started  in  weak, 
and  suffered  heavily  here,;  and,  seeing  fresh  regiments  of  the  enemy 
coming  up  constantly,  I  sent  my  aid,  Lieutenant  Young,  to  ask  for 
support.  Two  of  my  regiments,  tenth  and  twenty-second  North  Caf- 
olina,  had  gained  the  crest  of  the  open  ground,  getting  into  the  en 
emy's  camp,  but  finding  themselves  flanked,  fell  back,  which  caused 
those  qn  the  left  who  were  not  -so  far  advanced,  to  fall  back  also. 
About  this  time,  Colonel  C.  C.  Lee,  thirty-eighth  "North  Carolina, 
who  had  been  £ent  to  our  support,  came  up.  My  men  were  rallied, 
and  pushed  forward  again,  Lu-t  did  not  advance  far  before  they  fell 
back  ;  and  I  think  I  do  but  justice  to  my  men  to  say  that  they  did 
not  commence (it.  The  enemy,  were  continually  bringing  up  fresh  . 
troops  and  succeeded  iu  driving  us  from  the  road.  My  men  here 
fought  nobly,  and  maintained  their  ground  with  great  stubbornness. 
The  left  was  subject  to  an  enfilading  fire  from  musket  and  cannon. 

It  was  now  nearly  night,  and  here  ended  the  parfr  taken  by  my  bri 
gade  except  so  far  as  Lieutenant  Young,  my  aid,  was  concerned,  fop 
he  not  being  satisfied»with  fighting  as  long  as  his  Genera],  went  back 
and  remained  principally  with  General  Ewell  until  the  battle  was 
closed.  I  would  here  state  that  Lieutenant  Young  acted  Uoth  on  this 
day  and  the  day  previous,  with  the  most  heroic  braver}'  and  coolness. 
Words  fail  me  in  expressing  my  admiration  of  his  conduct,  through 
the  whole  of  the  Chickahominy  battles.  I  here  lost  Colonel  G.'een, 
my  volunteer  aid,  which  was  irreparable,  he  was  an  accomplished  *  fri- 
ce> ,  and  won  the  highest  praise  for  his  noble  conduct,  lie  was  a  noble 
mau  lost  on  that  glorious  day.  Lieutenant  Ilinsdale,  my  A.  A  A. 
General,  was  also  of  great  service,  and  deserves  the  highest  praise. 

Before  goingfurther  I  must  particularize  a  little.  Lieutenant  Colonel  , 
McElroy,  commanding  fifteenth,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gray  and  Major 
Cole,  twenty-second,  acted  with  great  courage  and  judgement,  leading 
their  regiments  forward  promptly  and  with  determination,  not  halting  for 
a  moment  until  they  found  the  enemy  in  their  rear.  Colonel  Riddick 
was  here  wounded,  leaving  his  regiment  without  a  field  officer.  Up 
to  this  time  I  had  lost  my  volunteer  aid,  killed,  my  three  colonels 
wounded,  also  t^hree  adjutants  wounded,  and  Lieutenant  Young  slightly 
wounded  on  the  sidp  qf  the  head.  Toe.  thirty-fourth,  Colonel  Riddick, 
lost  in  this  short  fight  between  twenty  and  thirty  in  killed. 

Sunday,  we.  crossed  the  Chickahominy,  marching  down  the  south 
side  of  the  rirer.  Meeting  the  enemy  again  on  Monday  morning,  my 
brigade,  after  being  in  direct  range  of  the  enemy's  shell  for  some  time, 
was  ordered  forward  and  went  in  rear  of  Kershavv's  brigade,  at  least 
his  men  were  coming  out  from  my  front  as  we  went  in.  Reaching  the 
furth?r  side  of  the  field  on  the  right,  at  the  junction  of  the  Long 
B»idge  and  Darby  town  roads,  we  carne  in  contact;  with  the  enemy  once 
more.  Here,  just  as  my  brigade  was  getting  under  fire,  a  regiment 
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of  the  enemy  came  down  at  double-quick  in  our  front,  passing  from 
right  to  left,  apparently  not  seeing  us,  when  in  our  front,  about  seventy- 
five  yar<Js«off,  our  men  fired  a  volley  into  them  and  scattered  them 
in  every  direction.  In  our  front  w,as  a  fine  battery  of*  rifle  pieces 
that  had  been  abandoned,  but  they  were  apparently  trying  to  regain 
it,  as  we  bad  quite  a  skirmish  near  it.  They^continued  to  make  efforts 
here  to  flank  us.  They  had  quite. a  force  upon  rny  right,  which  was 
several  times  pushed  forward.  General  Field,  I  have  since  learned, 
was  a  long  way  in  front ;  but  the  enemy  were  'in  considerable  force 
between  us,  if  1  am  to  judge  from  the  stand  they  made. 

At  this  position  I  left  a  few  men  to  hold  the  flarjc,  and  pushed  for 
ward  the  rest  well  into  the  woods  and,  but  for  the  untimely  failure  of 
ammunition,  would  have  captured  many  prisoners  ;  they  were  m  con 
siderable  disorder,  but  were  still  too  strong  to  be  attached  with  what 
few  men  I  had,  most  of  whom,  were  without  ammunition.  We  here 
soon  forced  a  battery,  which  had  opened  upon  our  right,  to  limber  up 
and  leave;  they  evidently,  from  what  •!  saw  and  from  what  I  heard 
from  prisoners,  h"d  a  strong  force  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  these 
batteries.  Dark  coming  on,  I  withdrew  my  men  to  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  holding  our  ground  and  the  batteries  taken.  *  I  had  but  a 
handful  of  men,  but  succeeded  in  getting  two  other  regiments,  I  foun^l 
near  by  General  Field's  brigade,  which  he  had  withdrawn,  posting 
them  so  as  to  form  the  front,  while  I  held  the  right  flank.  -I  subse 
quently  led  forward  one  of  these  regiments  and  ordered  it  to  move  in 
such  a  direction  as  to  flank  a  force  which  seemed  to  be  hotly  engaging 
a  part  of  our  troops  on  the  left  of  the  road.  After  making  these 
arrangements,  I  found  that  General  Archer  wag  on  my  right  flank. 
This  ended  the  fighting  of  my  brigade  in  the  late  operations  before 
Richmond,  for,  although  ordered  into  action  next  everiing^we  did  not 
get  in,  owing  to  the  lateness  ot  the  hour,  the  thickness  of  the  wood,  and 
my  ignorance  of  the  relative  position  of  crur-forces. 

My  nid,  Lieutenant  Young,  had  two  horses  shot  under  him  in  this 
engagement,  and  then  took  the  colors  of  one  of  the  regiments  leading 
it  promptly  and  well  to  the  front.  Lieutenant  Colonels  McElroy  and 
Kay,  the  latter  assisted  by  Major  Cole,  displayed  their  usual  boldness 
in  leading  their  regiments  to.  the  front.  The  thirty-eighth  North 
Carolina  here,  as  on  Thursday,  behaved  well.  1  .would  mention  tRat 
the  thirty-fourth  North  Carolina,  on  Friday,  behaved  with  great  credit 
under  a  heavy  and  murderous  cross  fire  ;  and  here  let  rne  merttion  that 
Lieutenant  Shotwell,  thirty-fourth  North  Carolina,  cannot  be  spoken 
of  too  highly  for  his  gallant  conduct,  for  he  was  not  satisfied  fco  take 
the  colors,  out  seized  the  color-bearer  and  rushed  him  to  the  front,  thus 
encouraging  the  enemy  to  move  forward,  at 'a  very  critical  moment. 
There  are  numerous  instances  of  noble  conduct  i>y  numbers  of  my 
command,  but  space  would  fail  to  mention  all,  and  1  will  leave  the  re 
sult  of  their  efforts  to  show  how  most  of  them  did.  I  am  forced  to 
say  that  we  had'Ynany  cases  of  sha^neful  and  disgraceful  desertions  of 
their  colors. 

Here.  I  would  jnention  the  loss,  on  Thursday,  of  a  most  competent 
and  gallant   o£cer,  Major  Bronaugh,  of  the   second  Arkansas  bat- 
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talion;  with  his  death  caased  the, battalion,  so  far  as  was  concerhed  its 
usefulness  on  the  field. 

My  total  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  about  eight  hundred. 
The  brigade  left  camp  on  the  evening  of  the  25th,  with  between 
twenty- three  and  twenty-four  hundred,  including  Andrew's,  battery, 
thus  showing  a  loss  of  over  one  third  of  my  entire  command. 

Andrews'  battery  behav-ed,  on  all  occasions,  with  conspicuous  cool 
ness  and  bravery  ;  their  loss  was,  however,  slight.  fc  The  service  has 
lost  for  a  time,  if  not  permanently,  an  invaluable  and  accomplished 
officer  in  Colonel  Conner,  twenty-second  North  Carolina.  Colonels 
Hoke  and  Riddick,  the  former  wounded  on  Thursday,  the  latter  on 
Friday,  were  great  losses  to  me.  In  conclusion,  I  would  mention  Mr. 
Goldman,  an  independent  with  the  thirty-eighth  North  Carolina,  who 
acted,  with  the  most  conspicuous  bravery  and  courage,  also  great 
capacity.  He  should  be  rewarded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D. -FENDER, 
Brigadier  General  Sixth  Brigade,  Light  Division. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  ARCHER. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  BRIGADE,  LIGHT  DIVISION,  ) 

July   10,   1862.       I 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that*  on  the  evening  of  the 
26th  of  June,  by  direction  of  Major  General.  A.  -P.  Hill,  I  marched 
my  brig-ide,  one*thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  strong,  into 
Mechanicsville,  and  thence  up  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike,  in  line  of 
battle,  the  left  guided  by  the  line  of  the  turnpike — the  nineteenth 
Georgia,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Johnson,  on  the  left;  the  first  Tennes 
see,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Shackloford,  on  the  right;  the  fifth  Alabama 
battalion,  Captain  Vandegraff,  and  the  seventh  Tennessee,  Colonel 
Goodner,  supporting.  The  fourteenth  Tennessee,  Colonel  Forbes, 
was  separated  from  me  during  the  movement,  becoming  involved  with 
General  Field's  brigade,  and  did  not  join  me  until  night.  The  bri 
gade  im>ved  on  steadily  to  the  Beaver  Dam  creek,  under  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery  and  rifles  from  the  batteries  and  strongly  entrenched  po 
sition  of  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  bank.  Night  closed  in  before  a 
crossing  could  be  effected.  We  remained  during  the  night  in  posses 
sion  of  the  ground  we  had  gained,  and  the  next  morning  the  enemy 
abandoned  their  works.  My  loss  in  this  action  was  forty-three 
killed  and  one  hundred  aryl  seventy-one  wounded.  Among  the  for 
mer  was  Lieutenant  Colonel  Johnson,  commanding  nineteenth 
Georgia,  who  fell  gallantly  cheering  his  men  in  battle,  arid  among 
the  latter  was  the  gallant  and  efficient  Captain  Vaudegraff. 

On  the  27th,  at  Cold  Harbor,  my  brigade,  reduced  to  less  than 
one  thousand  men,  advanced  alone  and  unsupported,  across  an  ppen 
field,  to  attack  the  enemy,  strongly  posted  and  protected  in  the  wood 
beyond  by  works  which,  a  short  time  afterwards,  required  seven  bri 
gades  to  carry.  The  troops  under  my  command,  except  the  nineteenth 
Georgia,  which  waa  held  in  reserve,  advanced,  at  a  double-quick  to 
•within  twenty  steps  of  the  breastworks,  when*they  fell  back  before 
the  irresistible  fire  of  artillery  and  rifles.  The  obvious  impossibility 
of  carrying  the  position  without  support  prevented  me  from  attempt 
ing  to  check  the  retreat.  Had  the^  riot  fallen  back,  I  would  myself 
have  ordered  it.  A  half  hour  later  my  brigade,  constituting  the 
right  of  the  light  division,  again  moved  forward  to  the  attack  of  the 
same  position,  and  entered  it  in  the  front  line  of  attack.  Beyond 
this  point  my  brigade,  worn  out,  exhausted  and  intermingled  with 
the  regiments  and  brigades  of  the  supporting  line,  did  not  advance  as 
an  organized  body.  With  a  few  of  my  command,  however,  (mostly 
Georgians,  who,' not  having  been  engaged  in  the  first  charge,  were 
fresher  than  the  rest.)  and  some  soldiers  of  other  brigades,  1  con 
tinued  on  from  a  quarter  to  half  a  mile  further,  under  a  heavy 
artillery  fire  from  bauenes  winch  were  taken  by  Hood's  brigade. 
While  under  the  eminence  on  which  they  were  posted,  I  was  forming 
for  attack  the  few  men,  not  more  than  one  hundred,  remaining  with 
me.  I  remained  on  the  field  during  the  night,  and  the  next  morning 
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was  spent  in  burying  the  dead  and  attending  the  wounded.  My  lose 
in  this  action  was  forty-nine  killed  and  two  hundred  and  seventy- one 
wounded,  making  the  total  loss  in  the  two  battles  five  hundred  and 
forty-two,  besides  Corporal  Trezevant,  of  the  Hampton  legion,  in 
command  of  my  couriers,  killed,  and  James  L.  Crittenden,  volunteer 
aid,  wounded.  All  the  field  officers'  of  the  nineteenth  Georgia,  first 
and  seventh  Tennessee  regiments,  and  the  two  senior  captains  suc 
cessively  in  command  of  the  fifth  Alabama  battalion,  «were  killed  or 
wounded.  I  regret  that  the  short  period  of  my  service  with  the 
brigade,  and  want  of  personal  acquaintance  with  the  officers  and  sol- 
*  diers,  renders  it  impossible  for  me  to  name  many  whose  distinguished 
gallantry  I  noticed  on  the  field.  1  have,  therefore,  to  refer  you  to 
the  accompanying  reports  of  the  regimental  commanders.  I  should 
not,  however,  fail  to  remember  the  intrepidity  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
ShacEleford,  who  was  killed  while  most  gallantly  discharging  his  duty, 
and  of  J%  W..  Williams,  sergeant  major  of  the  nineteenth  Georgia. 
Mr.  George  Lemon,  my  volunteer  aid  and  acting  adjutant,  and  James 
L.  Crittenden,  volunteer  aid,  rendered  throughout  the  most  gallant 
and  efficient  service,  both  the  regular  officers  of  my  staff  being  absent 
sick.  The  couriers  of  the  cavalry  of  Hampton's  legion,  attached  to 
my  staff,  rendered  fearless  and  valuable  service.  Captain  Carter 
Braxton,  with  his  Fredericksburg  battery,  seconded  by  Lieutenant 
Marye,  rendered  efficient  service  in  both  actions  and  displayed  re 
markable  skill  and  gallantry. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  ARCHER, 
*       Brigadier  General  commanding. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  BRANCH, 

. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  BRIGADE,  LIGHT  DIVISION, 

Major  R.  C.  MORGAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant   General : 
• 

MAJOR:  On  Tuesday,  24th  of  June,  I  received  orders  from  General 
Lee  to  take  a  positio'n  on  the  Chickahominy,  near  Half  Sink,  on*  Wedr 
nesday  evening,  and  to  cross  the  river,  and  take  the  road  to  Median-* 
icsville,  as  soon  as  I  should  he  informed  by  General  Jackson  that  he 
had  crossed  the  Central  railroad.  In  my  written  orders  it  was  stated 
that  General  Jackson  would  cross  the  railroad  at  three  o'clpck,  Thurs 
day  morning;  and  allowing  one'hour  for  the  transmission  of  tlte  mea>- 
sage*  I  was  under  arms,  and  prepared  to  cross  at  four  o'clock,  A.  M., 
of  Thursday.  Not  having  received  any  intelligence  fro'm  General 
Jackson,  and  General  Lee's  written  orders *to  me  heing  explicit,  there 
was  no  danger  of  my  making  a  false  movement ;  hut,  after  eight  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  I  received  from  you  an^order,  in  these  words':  "  Wait 
for  Jackson's  notification  before  you  inove,  unless  I  send  other  or 
ders."  Up  to  this  time,  my  brigade  was  in'the  open  fields  near  the 
banks  of  the  stream,  and  in  full  view  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  on  the 
other  side.  To  deceive  them  as  to  my  purpose,  I  now  marched  it 
back  half  a  mile,  in  the  direction  of  my  camp,  at  Brooke  church,  and 
masked  it  in  the  woods.  At  a  few  minutes  after  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,, 
I  received  from  General  Jackson  a  note,  informing  me  that  the  head 
6f  his  column  was,  at  the  moment  of  his  writing,  "  crossing  the  Cen 
tral  railroad^."  In  less  than  ten  minutes  my  column,  which  had  been 
resting  on^its  arms  for  six  hours,  was  in  motion,  and  soon  reached 
the  north  bank  of  the  Chickahominy.  Placing  the  seventh  North 
Carolina  regiment  (Colonel  R.  P.  Campbell)  at  the  head  of  the  column, 
with  a  section  of  Captain  Marmaduke  Johnson's  battery,  and  throw 
ing  forward  the  picked  companies  of  that  regiment,  under  command 
of.Lieutenanl  Colonel  Hay  wood,  as  skirmishers,  I  turned  sharply  to 
the  right,  and  directed  my  course  down  the  river.  The  enemy's 
pickets  retired  before  us,  and  offered  no  resistance  until  wre  approached 
Atlee's  Station,  on  the  Central  railroad.  At  that  place  a  stand  was 
made,  but  they  were  forced  to  flee  precipitately,  leaving  behind  a 
cavalry  guidon ^Vhich  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  seventh  regiment,  artd 
much  personal  baggage.  Thence  onward,  they  resisted  our  advance 
at  every  favorable  point,  but  with  no  other  effect  than  to  retard,  with-* 
out  checking,  my  inarch.  Near  Crenshaw's,  the  road  on  which  the 
column  commanded  by  Major  General  Ewell  was  advancing,  and  that 
on  which  I  was  advancing,  approach  within  one-fourth  of  a  mile  of 
each  other.  *  The  heads  of  our  columns  reached  this  point  simulta 
neously  ;  and,  after  a  short  personal  interview  between  General  Ewell 
and  myself,  we  proceeded  on  our  respective  routes.  After  dislodging 
the  enemy  from  several  ambuscades,  with  only  a  small  loss  to  my 
command,  I  reached  the'  Meadow  Bridge  road,  where  I  learned  from 


stragglers  that  Major  General  Hill  had  crossed  the  Chickahominy, 
withou!  apposition,  with  the  remainder  of  the  division,  and  gone  on 
towards  Mechanicsville,  then  distant  about  o-he  and  a  half  miles.  A 
courier  from  the  General  soon  assured  me  of  the  correctness  of  the 
information,  and,  drawing  in  my  skirmishers,  I  made  all  haste  to  join 
hinrat  Mechanicsville.  My  brigade  reached  the  field  about  an  hour 
before  sunset,  and  halting  it,  I  rode  forward  over  the  field,  to  report  to 
the  General  for  orders.  •  I  did  not  find  him  ;  but  simultaneously  with 
my  return,  he  rode  up,  and,  after  a  short  time,  osdered  me  to  proceed, 
with  a  guide,  to  the  part  of  the  field  occupied  by  the  remainder  of  his 
division.  Marching  my  brigade  over  a  broad  extent  of  cleared 
ground,  swept  by  the  artillery  of  the  enemy,  I  reached  the  designated 
point  at  dusk,  and  having  no  time,  nor  sufficient  light,  to  reconnoitre 
the  ground,  I  placed  my  command  jn  a  field,  to  support  a  battery  on 
my  left,  which  seemed  to  be  doing  good  service,  and  to  be  much  ex 
posed.  There  we  slept  in  line  of  battle. 

Early  Friday  morning,  the  enemy  opene/il  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery,, 
and  long-range  musketry,  on  ray  line,  from  their  redoubts  and  rifle- 
pits,  but  as  they  attempted  no  advance,  my  men  were  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  ground,  and  the  injury  inflicted  was  small.  About  eight 
o'clock,  by  order  of  General  Lee,  I  .occupied  a  piece  of  ground  in 
front  of  Brigadier  General  Archer,  but  finding  myself  strong  cno.ugh 
to  hold  both,  did  not  abandon  *my  former  position.  About  nine 
o'clock,  I  was  ordered,  by  Major  General  Hill,  "  As  soon  as  you. see 
any  movement  on  the  right  or  left,  or  hear  heavy  musket  firing,  ad 
vance  also,  and  storm  the  creek."  My  brigade  was  immediately 
formed  for^  the  .assault;  and  learning  that  Brigadier  General  Ander 
son,  of  Major  General  D  II,  Hill's  division,  had  crossed  the  creek 
above  the  enemy's  works,  I  was  in  the  act  of  advancing  to  storm  the 
redoubts  in  front  of  me,  when  I  learned  t\mi  the  enemy  had  evacuated 
them.  Crossing  the  creek,  and  turning  to  the  right,  through  the 
woods,  I  passed  Nownilly's  mill,  and  fell  into  the  road  by  which  the 
remainder  of  the  division  was  pursuing  the  enemy.  On  the  by-road, 
passirfg  Nownilly's  mill,  the  evidences  of  a  route  and  precipitate 
flight  were  most  striking.  On  reaching  Cold  Harbor,  I  was  ordered 
by  you  to  take  position  across  the  road,  connecting  with  General 
Gregg  on  the  left,  and  General  Anderson  on  the  right.  Before  reach* 
ing  the  point  designated  by  you,  I  encountered  the  enemy  in  great 
force.  Colonel  Campbell  (seventh  regiment)  promptly  engaged  them, 
and  whilst  I  was  placing  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  in  position,  I 
received  from  Major  General  Hill  an  order  to  move  t'wo  regiments 
into  action  by  their  left  flank,  and  to  hold  the  other  three  in  reserve. 
In  compliance  with  the  order,  the  seventh  and  twenty-eighth  JNorth 
Carolina  were  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  left  of  the  road,  whilst 
the  thirty- seventh,  thirty-third  and  eighthteenth  North  Carolina,  were 
held  in  reserve,  in  a  ravine  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  their*- 
rear.  Receiving  no  further  orders  from  you  in  regard  to  the  reserve^ 
and  finding  the  -pres'sure  greater  than  my  two  regiments  could  sustain, 
the  remaining  three  regiments  were  placed  in  action  on  the  right  of 
toe  road,  'My  brigade  hell  its  ground  T^it-h  heroic  tenacity,  but 
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must  have  been  driven  back,  by  overwhelming  forces,  but.  for  the 
timely  arrival  of  reinforcements.  The  seventh  regiment,  having  been 
the  first  engaged,  and  having  remained  continuously  under  heavy  fire, 
suffered  most  severely  in  officers  and  men.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Reuben 
P.  Campbell,  who  might  be  justly-classed  among  "the  bravest  of  the 
brave,"  fell  whilst  bearing  in  his  hand  the*  colors  of  his  regiment. 
Brave  -and  honorable  as  a^  man  and  skillful  as  an  officer,  his  loss 
to  the  brigade  was  irreparable.  The  enemy  having  been  driven  from 
the  field,  my  brigade  bivouacked  near  it.  During  the  march  of  Sun 
day  and  Monday  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  nothing  note-worthy  oc 
curred  until  Monday  afternoon,  about  two  o'clock,,  when  I  was 
ordered  by  Major  General  Hill  to  mask  my  brigade  in  a  wood  to  the 
right  of  the  road.  I  remained  but  a  few  minutes  in  that  position, 
when  the  shells  of  the  enemy's  artillery  commenced  to  fall  near  us, 
and  I  was  orderd  to  proceed  and  attack.  Having  no  guide  and  no 
knowledge  of  the  enemVs.  position,  I  took  the  direction  .whence  came 
the  shells,  which  carried 'me  to  the  right  of  the  road. 

'Forming  my  line  of  battle  in  a  cleared  field,  and  advancing,  we  soon 
•  encountered  the  enemy  and  drove  them  for  nearly  a  mile.  This  was 
•done  under  the  firo  of  two  batteries — one  of  which  we  silenced  and 
the  other  of  which  enfiladed  the  left  of  my  line.  After  proceeding 
about  this  distance,  the  enemy's  force  rapidly  accumulated  as  they 
fell  back,  and  finding  that  the  enemy  extended  much  beyond  my  right 
flank,  no  further  advance  was  attempted.  'At  dark  I  placed  my  brig 
ade  in  bivouack  on  the  edge  of  the  battle-field,  and  having  reported 
to  Major  General  Hill  through  a  member  of  my  staff,  was  ordered  to 
remain  there  until-  daylight,  and  then  return  to  the  point  from  which 
I  had  started  into  battle  the  previous  afternoon.  In  this  engagement 
I  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  Colonel  Charles  C.  Lee,  of  the  thirty- 
seventh  regiment.  A  thoroughly  educated  soldier  and  an  exemplary 
gentleman,  whose  whole  life  had  been  devoted  to  the  profession  of 
arms,  the  service  lost  in  him  one  of  its  most  promising  officers. 

During  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday  I  received  marching  orders,  and 
after  proceeding  a  short  distance  down  the  road  on  which  we  Had  pre 
viously  been  moving,  was  ordered  to  return  to  camp.  I  was.  -return 
ing,  when  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  small  arms  en  the  left  showed 
that  an  attack  had  been  made  on  Malvern  Hill  and  it  was  clear  that 
our  forces  were  being  driven  back.  Orders  were  given  tome  to  move 
in  quickly  to  the  support  of  our  forces  engaged,  and  I  did  so  at  a 
double-quick  across  the  fields.  On  arriving  near  the  field  of  battle, 
a  staff  officer  of  some  of  the  commands  engaged  volunteered  to  direct 
me  to  the  position  in  which  I  could  render  most  service.  Under  his 
directions  I  had  posted  two  of  my  regiments  and  was  in  the  act  of 
posting  the  remainder,  when  I  ascertained  that  I  had  been  misled. 
Taking  the*  troops  I  still  had  present  with  me,  I  proceeded  towards 
the  left  and  reached  a  position  near  to  the  enemy's  batteries,  but 
utill  too  far  for  my  short  range  guns  and  in  full  range  of  their  artil 
lery.  Making  my  men  lie  on  the  ground,  they  remained  in  the  posi 
tion  until  the  firing  from  our  side  had  ceased;  then  collecting  my 
brigade,  I  returned  to  my  camp  of  the  morning.  Thus  ended  the 
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actual  fighting  of  this  memorable  week,  the  enemy  having  during  the- 
night  evacuated  Malvern  Hill.  During  the  whole  of  it,  officers  and 
men  alike,  had  been  without  cooking  utensils  or  their  baggage.  My 
loss  was  about  seven  hundred  and  fifty  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  about 
fifty  in  missing.  A  list  of  the  names  having  been  furnished,  a  more 
precise  statement  in  this  report  is  not  deemed  necessary.  Colonels 
Lane  and  Cowan  and  Lieutenant  Colonels  Haywood,  Barbour,  Hoke, 
and  Perdie,  all  of  whom  commanded  their  regiments  during  the  whole 
or  part  of  the  week,  merit  especial  commendation.  There  are  many 
officers  whose  good  conduct  would  cause  me  to  take  pleasure  in 
making  special  mention  of  them,  but  it  is  necessary  that  I  confine 
myself  to  commanders  of  regiments,  referring  as  I  do,  to  their  re 
ports  for  the  names  of  officers  under  them,  who  distinguished  them 
selves.  I  take  pleasure  in  recommending  to  the  favorable  considera 
tion  of  the  Government  those  thus  'mentioned.  My  staff  suffered  in 
an  unusual  degree.  My  assistant  adjutant  general,  Captain  W.  E. 
Cannady,  had  been  with  me  since  my  appointment  to  the  command  of 
a  regiment,  and  in  all  situations  had  shown  himself  true  and  faithful. 
After  leaving  Mechanicsville,  he  was.  obliged  to  return  to  the  hospital, 
and  before  the  close"  of  the  expedition  died  of  typhoid  fever.  My 
aid-de-camp,  W.  A.  Blount,  was  severely  wounded  at  Cold  Harbor, 
and  Lieutenant  F.  T.  Hawks,  assistant  engineer,  was  seriously 
injured  on  Tuesday.  -My  ordnance  officer,  Lieutenant  James  A. 
Bryan,  though  instructed  to  remain  with  his  train  in  the  rear,  placed 
it  in  charge  of  an  assistant  and  continued  with  me  on  the  field 
throughout  the  expedition.  My  quartermaster,  Jos.  A.  Engelhard, 
did  the  same  as  soon  as  it  was  possible.  All  the  gentlemen  named 
bore  themselves  with  marked  gallantry  and  devotion.  Captain  Mar- 
maduke  Johnson's  battery  was  attached  to  my  brigade  until  so  much 
disabled  in  action  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  order  it  to  the  rear  for 
repairs.  I  have  reason  to  think  that  it  performed  very  important  ser 
vice,  but  as  it  was  not  under  my  eye  and  I  have  received  no  report 
from  the  captain,  I  am  not  able  to  report  the  particulars  of  its  action. 
I  beg  leave  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  it  was  a  week  of  hard  fight 
ing  and  hard  marching  with'my  brigade,  presenting  few  incidents  to 
be  committed  to  paper.  I  herewith  present  reports  from  the  com 
manders  of  my  regiments,  to  which  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Major 
General  commanding  the  division. 

Very  respectfuly,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  O'B.  BRANCH,  ' 

General,. 


COLONEL  WARREN'S  REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  THIRD 

BRIGADE. 

*    ,  CAMP  FKKSCATTI,  July  24fc  1862. 

Major  R.  L.  DABNEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Gtneval : 

MAJOR  :  In  accordance  with  an  order  from  general  headquarters,  I 
have  the  honor  tc  submit  the  following  report  of  the  services,  rendered 
by  the  third  brigade,  army  of  the  Valley,  in  the  several  engagements 
on  the  Chickahominy  : 

Thursday,  June  26th,  1862,  thjs  brigade,,  under  -command  of  the 
late  Colonel  F-ulkerson,  of  the  thirty-seventh  Virginia  regiment, 
bivouacked  on  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahominy  and  below  Mechan- 
icsville,  having  marched  that  day  from  Hughs'  Tavern,  near  Ash 
land.  Early  Friday  morning,  it  was  on  the  road,  and  during  the  day 
kept  well  closed  up  on  the  brigade,  which  immediately  preceded  it. 
About  five  o'clock,  P.  M.^Jthe  brigade,  except  Captain  Wooding's  bat 
tery,  was  ordered  forward,  when  lea-ving  the  road  on-T5ur  left,  wo 
marched  by  the  right  flunk  through  a  wood,  and  crossing  a  branch  to 
an  open  field  in  which  the' first  brigade  was  forming,  passing  through 
this  field  an'd  another  skirt  of  woods,  we  entered  a  large  grain  field 
where  we  were  exposed  to  a.  harmless  fire.  Here  the  brigade  was 
formed  in  Jine  of  battle,  the  thirty-seventh  Virginia,  ccmmaaded  by 
Major  (now  Colonel)  Williams,  on  the  right,  the  eighth  Virginia,  un 
der  my  command,  in  the  centre,  and  the  trwenty-third  Virginia,  under 
Captain  A.  V.  -Scott,  on  the  left.  Soon  after  the  brigade  was  formed 
it  was  ordered  forward,  as  I  was  then  informed  to  dri've  the  enemy 
from  his  works  in  the  woods  on  the  hill  in  front.  The  brigade  moved 
forward  rapidly  with  a  shout,  crossing  the  field  and  up  to  the  enemy's 
works  on  the  hill,  which  we  found*  deserted,  except  by  dead  and 
wounded.  We  continued  to  advance  until  we  came  up  to  Brigadier 
General  Hood's  brigade,  which  being  at  a  halt,  the  third  was  also 
halted,  and  Colonel  Fulkerson  went  forward  to  examine- the  position 
of  the  enemy,  when  we  received  a  heavy  fire  from  the  right,  and  the 
gallant  Fulkerson  fell  mortally  wounded.  The  fire  was  returned  by 
anotlger  brigade  on  our  right,  and  the  enemy  disappeared  under  cover 
of  the  darkness.  The  command  of  the  brigade  now  devolved  on  the 
undersigned,  and^  by  request  of  Brigadier  General  Hood,  I  relieved 
his  brigade,  and  having  deployed  shirinishers  in  front,  bivouacked  for 

-the  night,  the  engagement  being  at  an  end.'  The  next  morning  I 
moved -the  brigade  forward,  with  skirmishers  in  front,  and  had  the 
satisfaction  to  encounter  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  fled 

.  precipitately  'at  the  first  fire  of  the  skirmishers.  We  took  also  a 
number  of  prisoners.  Subsequently,  pursuant  to  orders,  I  reported 
to  Brigadier  .General  Whiting  for  orders,  and  Brigadier  General 

-Hampton  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  brigade.      Saturday  and  • 

•  Sunday,  the  brigade  was  bivouacked  in  front  of  McGee's  house.  Early 
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Monday  morning,  it  crossed  to  the  south*  side  of  the  Chickahominy 
with  the  rest  of  the  army  of  the  Valley,  and  that  evening,  with  the 
other  brigr.de  of 'Brigadier  General  Whiting's  division,  was  ordered 
to  the  support  of  our  batteries  at  White  Oak  Swamp. 

Tuesday  morning  we  again  took  the  road  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy, 
who  we  encountered  rather  suddenly  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from 
Our  bivouac  of  the  previous  nig*ht.  The  third  brigade  was  ordered 
into  position  on  the  right  of  the  road*  near  a  corn-field,  and  skirmish 
ers  from  the  tenth  Virginia  Regiment  were  deployed  in  front.  Sub 
sequently  we  were  ordered  to  a  jtosibion  in  a  large  grain  field  on  the 
left,  where  we  remained  during  the  rest  of  the*  day  and  night,  and 
more  exposed  to  a  heavy  battery  of  the  enemy. 

Our  casualties  were*  however,  bifr  slight,  for  which  we  are  alone 
indebted  to  the  mercy  of  the  Divine  Being. 

The  action  of  Captain  Wording  not  coming   under  my  observation 
from  the  fact  that  I  did  not  command  the  brigade,  I^respectfully  refer 
to  his  report  herewith  enclosed.     For  a  list  of  casualties,  I  refer  to 
the  accomparpdng  rrport  from  the' different  regiments. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

E.  T.  H.  WARREN, 
Colonel  Tenth  Virginia  Regiment, 


LIEUTENANT     COLONEL    CUNNINGHAM'S    REPORT     OF 
OPERATIONS  OF    SECOND  BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  BRIGADE,      > 
Camp  near  Liber tyf  Mills,  Fa.,  July  24,  1862.  $ 

Captain  A.  S.  PENDLETON,  A.  A*  General,  V.  D.  : 

CAPTAIN  :  In  the  absence  of  Brigadier  General  Jones,  from  sick 
ness,  I  have  the  hono^  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  recent 
operations  of  the  second  brigade,  army  of  the  Valley,  before  Rich 
mond :  9  • 

On  the  27th  June,  we  were  aroused,  soon  after  daylight,  by  heavy 
and  continuous  cannonading,  on  our  righfc  our  position  being  on  the 
Meadow  Bridge  road.  »Soon  after,  the  brigade  was  put  in  motion,  in 
the  direction  of  Cold  Harbor,  moving  slowly,  with  frequent  halts,  the 
brigade  being  m' the  extreme  rear,  and  immediately  behind  the  first 
brigade,  Valley  District.  We  moved  in  this  way  untn  about  five 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  I  was  ordered,  by  yourself,  and  soon  after  by 
Major  Dabney,  A.  A.  General,  to  carry  the  brigade  into  action,  to 
fo*in  on  the  right  of  the  third  brigade,  Colonel  Fulkerson  command 
ing,  and  to  advance  .with  this  brigade.  I  moved  the  brigade  quite 
rapidly  through  the  woods,  at  one  time  causing  it  to  double-quick  for 
a  short  distance,  in  order  to  keep  in  sight  of  the  third  brigade.  It 
was  at  this  point,  that  the  first  Virginia  battalion,  Captain  Leigh  com 
manding,  was  separated  from  the  brigade. 

I  refer  you  to  Captain  Leigh's  report,  enclos^  herewith,  for  fur 
ther  information  as  to  the  operations  oT  the  battalion  during  this 
evening. 

I  formed  the  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  under  cover  of  a  hill, 
protecting  us  from  the  enemy's  shell,  and,  at  about  -seven  o'clock, 
moved  forward  in  line  of  battle,  to  relieve  Brigadier  General  Wilcox, 
at  the  request  of  an  aid  of  Major  General  Longstreet.  I  carried  the 
brigade,  under  direction  of  Brigadier  General  Wilcox,  to  a  point,  of 
woods  6n  the  extreme  right  of  our  lines,  and  about  one  half  mil© 
from  the  Chickahominy  river.  The  enemy,  however,  when  we  ar 
rived  at  the  woods,  had  been  driven  out,  by  an  attack  in  flank,  by 
General  R.  H.  Anderson's  brigade,  and  we  had  only  to  secure  about 
forty  prisoners,  who  were  trying  t^make  their  escape.  We  occupied 
the  ground  which  had  been  held  by  Butterfield's  brigade,  that  night. , 

In  moving  to  our  first  position,  four  men,  in  the  forty-eighth  Vir 
ginia  regiment,  were  slightly  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  28th  -June,  we  left  our  position, 
and,  soon  after  daylight,  formed  on  the  right  of  the  first  brigade,  V. 
D.,  in  the  extreme  front,  where  we  remained  until  about  nine  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  when  I  was  ordered,  by  the  Major  General  commanding,  to 
take  the  brigade  to  a  house* occupied  by  Brigadier  General  Winder, 
for  headquarters,  and  to  rest  the  men  in  the  shade  of  trees  in  the 
yard. 
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On  Saturday  afid  Sunday,  the  28th  and  29th  of  Juno,  we  remained 
near, Cold  Harbor,  comparatively  inactive. 

Brigadier  General  Jones  took  command  of  the  brigade  on  Sunday 
morning. 

On  Monday,  the  30th  June,  we  crossed  the  Chickahominy,  and  en 
camped  that  night  near  the  White  Oak  Swamp. 

On  Tuesday,  the  1st  July,  we  moved  in  the  direction  of  Malvern 
Hill,  halting  frequently.  At  ^bout  five -o'clock,  P.  M.,  we  were 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  in  Embody  of  woods  on  the  right  of  the 
road,  and  |ibout  four  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  a  church,  our  po 
sition  being  immediately  in  rear  of  the  first  brigade.  We  .had,  seve 
ral  times,  to  shift  our  position,  to  avoid  a  great  number  of  sheila 
thrown  near  us  by  the  enemy,  by  which  a  captain  and  two  men,  in  the 
forty-eighth  Virginia  regiment  were  slightly  wounded.  About  dark, 
the  brigade  was  moved,  by  the  left^  flank,  out  of  the  road,  and  pro- 
.ceeded  slowly,  in  the  direction  of  the  firing,  for  a  short  distance,  when 
it  was  stopped  by  some  confusion  in  the  brigade  in  front  of  us.  Afc 
this  point,  Brigadier  (Jeneral  Jones  received  a  contusion  on  the  knee 
from  a  piece  of  shell,  when  the  command  of  the  brigade  again  de 
volved  on  me.  As  soon  as  the  road  was  somewhat  cleared,  I  led  tha 
brigade  forward,  and  occupied  a  position  immediately  on  the  road,  and 
about  twenty  (20)  paces  in  rear  of  the  first  brigade.  We  remained 
in  this  position  until  sunrise,  next  morning,  2d  July,  when  jwe  re 
traced  our  .steps,  and  went  into  camp  near  the  church  mentioned  be 
fore  and  remained  during  the  day  and  night. 

On  Thursday,  the  3d  July,  we  moved  in  the  direction  of  the  Long 
.Bridge,  and  encamped  that  night  about  two  miles  from  our  last  posi 
tion. 

I  should  have  mentioned  before  that  Brigadier  General  Jones  re 
sumed  the  command  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  July. 

On  Friday,  the  4th  July.,  we  moved  to  the  field  opposite  Westover, 
where  we  were  drawn-  up  in  line  of  battle  until  late  in  the  afternoon, 
when  we  went  into  camp  in  a  body  of  woods  on  our  left.  We  re 
mained  in  this  wood  until  Monday,  the  7th  July,  when  we  relieved  a 
part  of  General  Whiting's  division,  orfpicket. 

On  Tuesday,  the  8th  July,  we  left  our  camp  near  Westover,  and 
started  in  the  direction  of  Richmond. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  CUNMNGHAM,  JR  , 
L'icutenant  Colonel,  commanding  second  brigade* 


• 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  C.  S    WINDER. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE,  Y.  D.,  J 
July  9,  1862.          \ 


Captain  -A.  S.  PENDLETON,  A.  A. 

Headquarters  Valli-y  District  : 

• 

SIR  :  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera 
tions  of  this  brigade  from  27th  day  of  Juno  to  July  1st,  1862,  inclu 
sive  : 

The  brigade  left  bivouac,  near  Tottopotomy  Creek,  about  five,  A. 
M.,  being  in  rear  of  the  column,  except  one  brigade.  The  march  was 
slow  and  tedious  —  firing  was  heard  on  the  'right.  Between  four  and  • 
five,  P.  M.,  1  received  orders  from  General  Ewell  to  move  up  rapidly. 
1  ordered  the  ordnance  wagons  and  artillery  to*  halt,  and  moved  the 
brigade  from  the  column,  filing  to  our  right  through  a  wood  and  swamp, 
directing  the  head  of  the  column  to  the  point  where  I  heard  the 
heaviest  fire.  On  reaching  a  clear  field,  near  Cold  Harbor,  I  formed 
my  regiment,  and  led  the  head  of  the  column  near  the  Telegraph  road, 
where  the  brigade  was  massed  by  regiments.  Finding  Major  General 
A.  P.  Hill,  senior  officer  present,  I  reported  my  arrival,  and  asked  for 
orders  ;  he  directed  me  to  detach  two  regiments  to  support  a  battery. 
I  ordered  Colonel  J.  W.  Allen,  second  regiment,  and  Colonel  W.  11. 
Baylor,  fifth  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  to  move  forward  to  execute  • 
this  order,  which  was  rapidly  done. 

After  waiting  some  half  hour,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Hill  to 
charge  the  enemy's  line  with  my  command.  I  immediately  formed  line 
of  battle  with  the  thirty-eighth  regiment,  Colonel  Neff,  twenty  seventh, 
Colonel  Grigsby,  fourth  Colonel  Ronald,  the  Irish  battalion,  Captain 
Lee,  who  w.as  near,  and  moved  forward.  As  the  line  advanced,  Colo 
nels  Allen  and  Baylor  formed  |n  the  left,  <md  the  entire  line  moved 
forward  in  handsome  style,'  through-  a  swamp  and  thick  undergrowth 
of  laurel  and  bushes.  ^  On  emerging  from  this,  finding  the  line  some 
what  broken  in  consequence  of  th*is  swamp,  I  ordered  all  troops,  whom 
I  found  in  front,  to  join  their  commands,  making  the  line  continuous. 

'Lieutenant  Colonel  Geary,  Hampton's  Legion  ;  Colonel  Bradley  T. 
Johnson,  first  Maryland  regiment  ;  twelfth  Alabama  regiment*;  fifty- 
eecond  Virginia,  Lieutenant  Colonel'Spinnert  thirty-eighth  Georgia, 
Captain  and  A.  A.  General  Lawton  commanding,  joined  this  line,  and 
moved  in  splendid  style  over  the  -field,  the  enemy  retiring  before  it, 
long  ere  it  was  possible  to  use  the  bayonet. 

The  second  and  fifth  regiments  Virginia  volunteers  moved  so  rapidly 
they  got  in  advance  of  the  line  receiving  a  heavy  fire  which  thinned 
their  ranks,  depriving  them  of  some  of  their  best  officers.  Nothing 
daunted  they  held  their  ground  until  the  line  (Xvme  up,  and  moved  on 
with  that  same  impetuousity  and  determination.  ^ 

Here  that  gallant  officer,  Colonel  J.  W.  Allen,  second  regiment,  fell 
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mortally  wounded,  whilst  leading  his  command  in* the  charge.  lie  was 
a  true  soldier  and  gentleman,  whose  loss  to  his  regiment,  c.ountry  and 
friends  will  be  long  mourned,  though  falling  in  ,so  sacred  a  cause. 
His  patriotism  and  nohle  character  had  endteared  him  to  all.  At.  the 
same  time  that  meritorious  soldier  and  -gentleman,  Major  F.  B.  -Jones, 
of  same  regiment,  fell  mortally  wounded.  His  mild  and  gentlemanly 
manner  had  long  since  endeared  him  to  all,  and  deepty  is  his  loss  felt 
and  regretted. 

The  line  advanced  steadily  under  the  fire  of  t^p  batteries,  and  much 
infantry,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  some  three  hundred  yards  beyond 
McGee's  house  ;  this  being  beyond  their  last  position,  the  line  was 
halted.  The  lateness  of  the  hour  (about  nine,  P.  M.)  and  ignorance 
of  the  country  prevented  any  further  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  At  this 
time,  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill  came  on  the  field,  and  I  relinquished 
the  command  to  him.  Upon  consultation*  with  him,  it  was  decided  to 
retire  the  line  of  battle  to  the  crest  in  the  rear.  This  I  did,  and  took 
tne  necessary  precautions  to  guard  against  any  surprise. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of"  the  officers  and*  men  of  my  brigade, 
in  which,  for  the  time,  I  must  include  the  Irish  battalion,  Captain 
Lee.  Their  coolness,  bravery  and  discretion  entitles  them  to  my  warmest 
gratitude,  a,s  also,  those  serving  under  me  a  portion  of  the  time, 
especially  that  gallant  soldier  and  gentleman  Colonel  Bradley  T. 
Johnson,  with  his  small  band  of  veteran's,  ever  ready  to  advance  on 
the  enemy  and  aid  our  cause. 

Colonel  Baylor  and  his  regiment  wero  subjected*  to  a  heavy  fire. of 
artillery  and  infantry,  but  he  held  the  regiment  well  in  hand,  moving 
up  in  gallant  style.  Though  he  lost  heavily  he'held  the  extreme  left, 
and  delivered  to  me  two  Parrotjt  guns,  a  part  of  the  fruits  of  his 
victory. 

Upon  Lieutenant  Colonel  L.  Botts,  devolved  the  command'  of  the 
second  regiment  after  the  fall  of  Colonel  Allen,  and  this  command  ho 
exercised  with' coolness  and  bravery,  reflecting  much  credit  upon  him 
self  and  regiment.  The  other  regiments  were  led  up  by  their  respec 
tive  commanders,  in  fine  order,  though^ their  position  did  not  place 
them  under  such  heavy  fire. 

My  thanks  are  eminently  due  to^my  staff,  Captain  O'Brien  and  Lieu 
tenants  Howard  and  Garnett,  for  the  promptness  with  which  they 
transmitted  my  orders,  and  the  assistance  rendered  me  during  the 
evening,  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  frequently  and  at  great  risk.  Also 
to  Mr.  Samuel  D. "Mitchell,  of  Richmond,  a  volunteer  aid,  who  was 
ever  ready  and  prompt  to  transmit  my  orders  to  any«point,  regardless 
of  his  own-life.  He  fell,  mortally  wounded,  whilst  with  the  second 
regiment,  In  advice,  and  expired  in  a  few  moments,  one  of  the  many 
instances  of  the  self-sacrificing  spirits  of  our  young  men. 

Two  revolving  guns,  one  Napoleon  gun  and  many  small  arms  and 
stores  were  collected  by  Lieutenant  Garnett,  ordnance  officer  of  the 
brigade,  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  and  sent  to  the  rear. 

Shortly  after  daylight,  on  this  morning,  the  pickets  were  advanced 
to  a  wood  in  front,  and  many  prisoners  brought  in,  among  the  number 
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Brigadier  General  Jt>hn  F.  Reynolds  and"  Captain  Kingsberry,  of  hia 
staff.  The  brigade  remained  in  position  during  tbe  day. 

On  the  29th,  it  was  ordered  to  take  the  advance  and  move  to  the 
Chickahominy  river,  which  it  did.  The  bridge  being  incomplete, 
shortly  before  sunset  it  was  ordered  to  its  former  bivouac. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3Uth,  it  took  up  the*  march  at  half-past  tvfo' 
o'clock,  followiifg  the  troops  in  advance  of  it.  At  night  it  bivou 
acked  near  White  Oak  Swamp. 

Took  up  the  march  at  five,  A.  M.,  on  July  1st,  following  troops 
in  front.  Hearing  from  General  Whiting  that  artillery  was  needed  in 
front,  I  ordered  Captains  Carpenter  and  Poague  to  report  to  Brigadier 
General  Whiting,  with  their  batteries.  For  an  account  of  their  ope 
rations,  I  respectfully  refer  to  their,  reports.  The  brigade  was 
halted  near  a  church  in  tjie  .  wood  and  held  in  reserve.  Being 
within  range  of  the  enemy's  shell,  it  was  twice  removed  to  the 
rear,  but  unfortunately  the  first  shot  indicating  the  necessity  of  a 
move,  killed  that  promising  and  gallant  officer,  Captain  Fletcher, 
fifth  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  and  the  next,  causing  a  second 
move,  killed  one  man  and  wounded  three  of  the  same  regiment. 

Between  six  and  seven  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  was  ordered  to  the  front 
with  my  command.  On  reporting  to  (jreneral  Jackson,  I  was-ordered 
to  file  to  the  right  through  the  woods  and  report  to  Major  General  D. 
H,  Hill.  I  obeyed  the  first  part  of  the  order.  I  had  not  gone  far 
when  I  found  the  brigade  under  the  fire  of  a  battery.  It  was  moved 
steadily  on  under  a  heavy  fire.  I  despatched  a  staff  officer  to  a 
bouse  near  by  to  see  if  •!  could  hear  of  General  Hill's  locality.  I 
could  learn  nothing,  and  hearing  a  heavy  fire  to  my  left,  I  moved  di 
rectly  for  it.  To  gain  that  point  the  command  was  exposed  to  a  ter 
rific  fire,  and  in  consequence  of  the  darkness  of  the  hour  and  much 
wood  and  swamp,  the  brigade  became  greatly  separated.  Finding 
myself  with  a  portion  of  the  thirty-third  regiment,  Colonel  Neff,  and 
a  portion  of  the  fourth  regiment,  I  moved  to  the  assistance  of  our 
troops -through  the  swamp,  sending 'Captain  O'Brien  to  find  the  other 
regiments  and  bring  them  up.  On  emerging  from  the  swamp,  I  found 
a  handfull  of  gallant  men  of  the  first  and  third  N.  C.  regiments  receiv 
ing  a  most  terrific  fire,  rim  mediately  placed  the  thirty-third  and  fourth 
regiments  in  position,  and  with  about  oae  hundred  men  held  this  hill 
against  the  enemy,  who  gave  us  the  most  terrific  fire  I  have  ever  seen. 
There  was  a  continuous  stream  of  shot,  shell,  and  balls  for  some  two 
hours,  when  the  enemy's  fire  slackened  and  ceased  "about  ten  o'clock, 
P.  M.  During  tfcis  time  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with  true 
courage..  Our  loss  was  heavy.  Colonel  Neff  and  Major.  Holliday, 
thirty-third  regiment,  and  Lieuts.  Howard  and  Garnett,  of  my  staff, 
particularly  attracted  my  admiration  by  their  coolness  and  untiring 
efforts  to  keep  the  men  in  their  position.  Their  escape  from  injury 
is  truly  providential.  About  nine,  P.  M.,  whilst  trying  to  find 
remnants  of  my  brigade,  for  some  few  men  had  found  out  my  posi 
tion  and  joined,  I  met  a  portion  of  the  thirteenth  Georgia  regiment 
and  ordered  it  to  this  position.  In  a  short  time  parts  of  my  regi 
ments  came  up,  all  having  been  subjected  to  a  heavy  fire  whilst 
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moving  up  ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  thick  woods  and  darkness, 
could  not  find  their  proper  positions.  For  details  of  their*  operations 
I  refer  to  their  several  reports.  Here  the  fearless  and  gallant  Colonel 
A!  J.  Grigsby,  twenty-seventh  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  was 
wounded*  slightly,  I  am  glad  to  say,  but  obliged  to  leave  the  field. 
Captain  O'Brien,  of  my  staff,  was  injured  by  a  fall  from  his  horse, 
and  was  not  with  me  after  reaching  the  field.  Hearing  of  troops 
near  by  not  engaged,  I  immediately  sent  for  them  and  was  rein 
forced  by  a  portion  of  General  Lawton's  brigade,  General  J.  R.  Jones' 
brigade, Bunder  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham,'  and  a  part  of  the 
Louisiana  brigade,  and  that  gallant  band  of  Marylanders,  under  the 
brave  Colonel  B.  T.  Johnson.  ColoneJ  Johnson  hearing  I  needed 
assistance,  came  forward  to  tender  his  regiment,  which  I  gladly  ac 
cepted  and  gave  him  the  advance,  directing  him  to  extend  our  line 
some  half  a  mile  to  the  right,  placing  my  picket  on  and  near  the  flank 
of  the  enemy.  This  duty  he  executed  rapidly  and  with  g'ood  judgment, 
holding  his  position  until  after  the  enemy  had  retired  the  following 
day.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham's  brigade  I  placed  on  Jack 
son's  left,  and  the  balance  of  Lawton's  brigade  between  .Cunning 
ham's  and  my  original  position,  securing  my  entire  front  and  flank, 
sleeping  on  the  field  so  hotly  contested  against  heavy  odds.  After 
these  dispositions,  General  L^wton  arrived  and  I  rode  in  to  report  to 
Generals  Hill  and  Jackson  my  position.  This  effected,  I  returned 
to  the  field  before  d^wn  and  made  the  requisite  dispositions  to  re 
pulse  any  attack ;  but  at  daylight  we  found  the  enemy  had  evacuated 
his  position  during  the  night,  taking  off  his  guns,  but  leaving  his 
dead,  small  arms,  and  other  indications  of  a  defeat  and  hasty  retreat, 
which  was  an  agreeable  -surprise,  for  I  had  learned  through  prisoners 
captured  about  day-light,  bis  force  the  previous  day  had  been  vastly 
superior  to  ours..  Shortly  after,  six,  A.  M.,  on  the  2d  instant,  I  was 
ordered  to  bivouac  some  two  irnles  from  the  front.  The  casualties 
are  as  follows  : 
On  the  27th  of  June — 

Killed,  5  commissioned  officers. 

Killed,  10  rank  and  file.. 

Wounded,  12  commissioned  officers. 

Wounded,  52  rank  and  file. 

Total  killed  and  wounded,  79 
On  the  1st  of  July — 

Killed,  1  commissioned   officer. 

Killed,  16  rank  and  tile. 

Wounded,  3  commissioned  officers. 

Wounded,  104  rank  and  file. 

.      Total,  124 

Total  killed  and  wounded  in  both  battles,  203. 

I  am,  sir,*very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  WINDER, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  LAWTON  OF.ENGAGE- 
MENT  OF  JUNE  27,  1862. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  BRIGAD*,  VALLEY  DISTRICT,  ^ 
Near  Gordonsville,  July  28,  1862.       * 

Captain  A.  S.  PENDLETON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

CAPTAIN  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Major  General 
commanding,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  r*eport  of  the 
part  taken  -by  this  brigade  in  the  battle  of  the  27th  of  June,  1862, 
near  the  Chickahominy  river  and  a  few  miles  from  Richmond.  In  the 
order  of  march  towards  the  battle-field  on  that  day,  my  brigade 
brought  up  the  rear  of  General  Jackson's  army,  and  was  there! ore 
the  last  to  engage  the  enemy.  I  had  remained  at  a  halt  for  several 
hours,  more  tban  two  miles  from  the  point  where  the  brigade  after 
wards  entered  the  field,  and  was  not  ordered  forward  until  nearly  five 
o'clock,  P.  M.  I  then  marched  rapidly  on,  retarded  much  by  the  ar 
tillery  and  ambulances  which  blocked  up  the  narrow  road.  On  reach 
ing  the  edge  of  a  corn  field,  about  a  rnjlc  and  a  half  from  the  nearest 
point  of  the  battle-ground,  I  was  informed  that  General  Ewell  was 
sorely  pressed  b'y  the  enemy,  and  reinforcements  were  promptly 
needed.  I  then  marched  forward  at  double-quick,  and  the  men 
reached  the  wood  on  tlffe  south  side  of  the  battle-field  almost  exhausted. 
Having  no  knowledge  of  the  local  geography,  and  failing  to  find  any 
staff  officers  wh.o.  could  direct  me  at  what  point  1  should  enter  the 
fight,  two  regiments,  standing  in  the  open  field,  were  pointed  out  to 
me  as  having  just  retired  from  the  woods,  whence  the  fire  of  the  en 
emy  had  driven  them.  I  at  once  moved  by  the  flank  through  the  in 
terval  between  these  regiments,  promptly  foYined  line  of  battle,  and 
accepted  for  my  brigade  the  position  wHich  they  had  abandoned.  A  con 
tinuous  line  of  thirty-five  hundred  men  moving  forward  in  perfect  order 
into  the  wood,  and  at  once  opening  fire'  along  its  entire  length,  (chiefly 
armed  with  Enfi'eld  rifles,)  made  a  decided  impression,  and  promptly 
marked  the  preponderance  of  musketry  sound  on  our  side,  as  was  ob 
served  by  other  commanders  on  the  field.  Tho  extreme  density  of  the 
wood,  and  the  sloppy,  miry  soil,  with  no  knowledge  of  the  conforma 
tion  of  the  country* beyond  me,  made  it  evident  that'the  different  reg 
iments  of  the  brigade  would  soon  be  separated  from  each  other.  I 
therefore  sent  different  members  of  my  staff  to  the  right  and  left  of 
the  line  to  press  it  forward,  and  remained  myself  as  near  the  centre 
3&s  possible.  Onward  the  line  advariced.  through  the  wood,  firing  at 
every  step,  and,  guided  only  by  the  volleys  from  the  enemy,  towards 
she  thickest  of  the.  fight.  In  the  midst  of  the  wood  I  met  Major  Gen 
eral  Ewell,  then  hotly  engaged,  who,  as  he  saw  this  long  line  advanc 
ing,  under  fire,  waved  his  sword  a*nd  cried  out — 'VlIurraH  for  Geor 
gia  !v  To" this  thore  was  a  cheer::)-  rospoii.^  from  my  command, 
which  then  moved  forward  more  rapidly  than  ever.  From  vi 
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Ewell  I  learned  something  of  the  condition  of  the  field  and  the  point 
at  which  my  command  would  be  most  useful.  To  that  point  I  di 
rected  such  portions  of  the  brigade  as  could  then  receive  my  orders 
in  time.  This  portion  advanced  steadily  forward,  commanded  by  my 
self  in  person,  the  regiments  occasionally  disunited  by  the  smoke, 
dust  and  confusion  of  the  battle-field,  and  then  brought  together  again. 
They  were  all  tho  time. under  a  continuous  fire  of  musketry  and  ar 
tillery,  until  they  reached  the  brow  of  the  hill  on  the  field,  directly 
in  front  of  the  position  where  they  had  emerged  from  the  wood!  This 
steady  advance  was  only  checked  occasionally  by  the  extreme  diffi 
culty  of  distinguishing  friend  from  foe,  as  the  dusk  of  the  evening 
was  added  to  the  other  dements  of' confusion.  In  conjunction  with 
fragments  of  other  brigades,  having  driven  the  enemy  steadily  before 
us,  when  I  reached  the  br^w  of  the  hill  already  mentioned,  I  found 
his  battery  had  retired  and  his  infantry  taken  to  flight.  I  then  gath 
ered  up  the  fragments  of  several  other  brigades  and  regiments,  and 
adding  them  to  mine,  retired  a  few  hundred  yards  to  the  rear  and  di 
agonally  to  the  left,  whe*re  I  could  still  distinguish  a  disjointed  line 
of  Confederate  troops.  A  hasty  conversation  with  Brigadier  General 
Garland,  satisfied  me  that  I  vas  the  commanding  officer  on  that  part 
of  the  field,  and  I  at  once  assumed  command"  and  ordered  into  line  all 
the  troops  near  me.'  It  was  ^  this  time  quite  dark.  Learning  from 
a  staff  officer,  who  then  rode  up,  that  a  charge  was  to  be  made  on  the 
extreme  left  of  the  field,  in  which  assistance  was  needed,  I  at  onco 
commenced  to  move,  by  the  right  flank,  all  the  troops  over  whom  1  had 
assumed  command,  towards  the  point  indicated.  After  marching  two 
or  three  hundred  yards,  the  shouts  of  victory  from  our  friends  an 
nounced  that  the  last  battery  of  the  enemy  had  been  taken,  and  the 
"  rout"  complete.  I  then  halted  in  the  midst  of  the  battle-field,  sep 
arated  the  regiments  of  my"  brigade  from  the  rest  of  the  troops,  and 
ordered  the  men  to  sleep  on  their  arms. 

During  all  the  time  above  indicated,  after  the  brigade  was  fairly  en 
gaged,  the  two  regiments  on  the  left  (thirty  first  and  thirty-eighth 
Georgia)  were* beyond  my  reach,  and  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  my  adjutant  general,  Captain  E.  P.  Lawton:  In  emerging  from 
the  wood,  these  two  regiments  found  themselves  in 'the  hottest  part  of 
the  field,  where  our  friends  were  pressing  on  the  enemy  towards  the 
left,  and  joined  them  in  the  contest  at  that  point,  under  a  murderous 
fire.  Steadily  on  did  they  press,  doing  great  execution,  until  the  last 
cartridge  was  expended,  and  'then  joining  heartily  in  that  last  charge 
after  nightfall,  which  resulted  in  the  shouts  of  victory  already  re 
ferred  to.  The  conduct  of  these  two  regiments,  officers  and  men,  and 
of  Captain  E.  P.  Lawton,  who  led  them,,  cannot  be  too  highly  appre 
ciated  ;  and  the  list  of  tfre  killed  and,wounded,  for  the  short  time  they 
were  engaged,  attest  the  danger  which  they  so  gallaatly  faced.  Cap 
tain  Lawton  had  his  horse  killed,  and  received  a  slight  wound  in  the 
leg.  Lieutenant  Colonel  £air,  in  command  of  tfie  thirty-eighth,  had 
his  arm  shot  off,  near  thejfhoulderjand^Major  Matthews  was  severely, 
it  is  feared  mortally,  wounded.  Colonel  Ev*n«,  commanding  the 
thirty-first  regiment,  received  a  slight  flesh  wound  ;  and  .a  nuinbe*  of 
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other  officers  were  .killed  and  wounded,  as  appears  by  the  annexed 
list. 

Early  in  the  action,  and  soon  after  entering  the  woo<J,  my  volan- 
teer  aid-de-camp,  Captain  Edward  Cheves,  while  riding  J)y  my  side, 
had  his  horse  shot  down.  He  promptly  rose  to  hi»  feet,  announced 
to  me  his  safety,  and  his  intention  to  keep  up  with  the  brigade  on 
foot.  He  followed  on  towards  the  left,  where  the  thirty-first  and 
thirty-eighth  were  so  hotly  pressed,  and  while  gallantly  pursuing  the 
line  of  his  duty,  he  fell,  pierced  through  the  heart  by  a  rifle  ball. 
Though  a  mere  youth,  he  had  exhibited  a  degree  of  zeal,  intelligence, 
and  gallantry  worthy  of  all  praise,  and  not  one  who  fell  on  that  bloody 
field  has  brought  more  sorrow  to  the  hearts  of  those  who  knew  him 
best.  * 

To  the  .members  of  my  staff  1  am  much  indebted,  for  the  prompt 
ness,  energy,  and  gallantry  they  displayed  in. conveying  orders,  and 
pressing  on  the  different  parts  of  the  line  which  were  beyond  my  per 
sonal  supervision. 

Where  the  engagement  was  so  general,  and  the  numbers  so.  large, 
and  all  acted  so  well,  it  is  difficult  to  enumerate  instances  of  personal 
gallantry.  For  some  of  these,  however,  and  for  the  parts  taken  by 
different  portions  of  my.briga.de,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  reports  of  the 
different  commanders  of  regiments,  he%with  submitted.  I  leg  leave 
to  refer  also  to  the  annexed  list  of  killed  and  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


LIST  OF  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED  in  the  Fourth  Brigade,  Val 
ley  District,  commanded  by  General  A.  R.  Lawton,  in  the  action  of  the 
of  June: 


Thirteenth  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers.  —  Killed  :  Non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates,  6.  Wounded  :  Lieutenant  ColonelJ.  M.  Smith, 
Captains  Mitchell  and  Crawford,  3  ;  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  51.  Total,  60. 

Twenty-Sixth  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers.  —  Killed  :  Lieutenant 
H.  L.  Strickland,  1  ;  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  7. 
Wounded  :  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Paxton,  1  ;  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates,  31.  Total,  40. 

Sixtieth  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers.  —  Killed  :  Non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates,  3.  Wounded:  Lieutenant  McCarny,  1;  non 
commissioned  officers  and  privates,  10.  Tolal,  14. 

Sixty-First  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers.  —  Killed  :  Non  -commie- 
eioned  officers  and,  privates,  6.  Wounded:  Captain  H.  F,  Colley9 
Adjutant  G.  W.  Lamar,  Lieutenants  CL  S.  Virgin,  C.  Bramer 
and  J.  Crawford,  5;  non-commissionecRofficers  and  privates,  25. 
Total,  86. 

'•  Thirty-Eighth  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers.  —  Killed  :  Captains  Me- 
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Ulusky  and  Jones  2  ;  non-corJkiissioned  officers  and  privates,  52. 
Wounded:  Lieutenant  Colonel  Parr,  Major  Matthews,  Lieutenants 
Phillips  and  Marable,  4;  .non-coinmissfoned  officers  and  privates,  114. 
Total,  172. 

Thirty-First  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers. — Killed :  Non-commis- 
eioned  officers  and  privates,  29.  Wounded:  Lieutenants  Johnson, 
Harrison,  Bczeman  and  Brunson,  4;*non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  137.  Total,  170. 

Total  killed,  106;  wounded,  3S6.     Aggregate,  492. 
18 


REPORT    OF    BRIGADIER    GENERAL  LAWTON    OF  THfi 
BATTLE  OF  MALYERN  HILL. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  BRIGADE,  VALLEY  DISTRICT,  ) 
Near  Gordonsville,  July  28,   1862.      > 

Captain  A.  8.  PENDLETON,  A.  A.  G.  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  action  at  Malvern  Hill,  on  the  1st  of 
July,  1862  :  • 

Boon  after  the  musketry  fire  had  fairly  commenced,  I  received 
orders  from  the  Major  General  commanding  to  form  in  line  of  battle 
on  the  left  of  the  road  leading  up  the  hill,  a  few  hundred  yards  be- 
yctid  "Willis  Church,"  the  brigades  of  General  Winder  and  others 
continuing  this  line  to  the  right  of  the  same  road.  Soon  after  thig 
lilie  was  forced,  it  was  apparent  that  the  shells  of  the  enemy  were 
about  to  inflict  serious  injury  upon  us,  while  we  were  entirely  inac 
tive.  After  several  casualties  in  different  parts  of  the  command, 
upon  consultation  with  General  Winder, .we  determined  to  retire  the 
liiie  about 'three  hundred  yards  to  the  rear,  until  we  should  receive 
orders  to  advance. 

Ja  this  last  position  I  remained  until  alter  sunset,  when  I  received 
ferial  ciders  to  move  up  the  road  to  the  gate-posts  near  which  the 
M*gor  General  commanding  had  his  headquarters,  then  to  file  to  tho 
right  through  the  woods,  advance  towards  the  fire'of  the  enemy,  and 
report  to  Major  General  Hill.  The  ground  admitted  only  of  a  flank 
movement,  and  I  led  the  thirteenth  Georgia  (the  right  of  the  bri 
gade)  as  rapidly  as  possible  through  the  woods,  towards  the  point 
indicated.  Leading  in  person  the  foremost  regiment,  of  course  I 
could  not  eee,  through  the  woods,  whether  tho  other  regiments  wero 
closed  up  behind  us.  When  I  reached  the  open  field,  and  stood,  with 
the  thirteenth  regiment,  under  as  heavy  a  fire  of  shot  and  shell  as 
was  ever  known  to  the  most  experienced  veterans,  I  ascertained  that 
the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  had  taken  a  different  route  or 
missed  the  road  through  the  woods. 

It  was  then  nearly  dark,  the  fire  cf  the  enemy's  battery  was  doing 
great  execution,  our  friends  evidently  wanted  assistance,  and  no  time 
was  to  fee  lost.  Ordering  the  thirteenth  to  lie  down  in  a  ravine  for  a 
few  minutes,  until  I  could  go  forward  towards  the  battery,  and  en- 
deavop  to  ascertain  the  best  route  by  which  to  advance,  I  soon 
discovered  that  I  must  move  with  the  fire,  of  the  battery  as  my  cnly 
guide.  This  regiment  was  ordered  up  from  the  ravine,  and  it  ad 
vanced  rapidly  and  handsomely  over  every  obstacle — woods,  ditches, 
fences,  efcreams — until  the  height  on  the  same  level  with  the  enemy's 
battery,  opposite  Littleton's  house,  was  gained.  Still  onwnrd  they 
pressed,  and  met  with  a  heav*y  loss  from  the  fire  of  musketry  that 
were  posted  to  support  the  battery.  While  crossing  the  road,  just 
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below  the  height  to  which  this  regiment  was  advancing,  I  was  met  by 
Brigadier  General  Winder,  who  suggested  that  the  height  might  be 
reached  by  a  better  route  along  the  position  where  a  portion  cf  his 
command  was  engaged.  I  then  permitted  the  head  of  the  column  to 
proceed,  under  the  lead  of  Colonel  Douglass,  and  attempted  to  direct 
the  remainder  towards  the  route  indicated  by  General  Winder.  The 
darkness  and  confusion  made  it  difficult  to  adopt  any  new  order,  or 
check  the  impetuosity  of  this  regiment.  Having  gained  this  height, 
the  advanced  position  of  General  Jackson's  army,  I  determined  to 
hold  it  until  further  orders.  I  returned  promptly  for  the  rest  of  my 
command,  found  the  other  five  regiments  formed  in  good  order, 
marched  them  up  to  the  height  occupied  by  the  thirteenth,  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night. 

The  enemy  having  removed  his  battery  to  a  more  secure  position, 
commenced  shelling  the  height  occupied  by  my  brigade,  throwing 
one  shell  every  two  or  thrsQ  minuses  for  nearly  an  hour  after  the  en 
gagement  was  properly  at  an  end.  But  for  the  fact  that  I  caused  the 
men  to  lie  down  behind  the  crest  of  the  hill,  on  the  slope  towards' the 
wood  the  casualties  must  have  been  numerous.  In  the  morning,  ap 
pearances  indicated  for  a  while  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  enemy 
to  renew  the  contest,  and  1  was  making  preparations  to  receive  him. 
It  was  soon  evident,  however,  that  these  demonstrations  only  served 
to  protect  his  flight,  which  continued  during  the  drenching  rain  of 
that  day. 

The  thirteenth  Georgia  was  the  only  regiment  of  the  brigade 
actively  engaged  in  the  fight,  and  nothing  could  exceed  the  energy, 
valor  and  zeal  exhibited  by  officers  aiid  men  during*  their  impetuous 
charge.  The  other  regiments  were  within  range  of  shells  for  three 
Dr  four  hours,  and  from  these  several  casualties  ensued.  I  beg  bave 
to  refer  to  the  annexed  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  and  to  the  report 
of  Colonel  Douglass  for  further  details  of  the  part  taken  by  the  thir 
teenth  regiment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 
Brigadier  General  commanding.. 
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LIST  OF  THE  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED  in  the  Fourth  Bri 
gade,  Valley  District,  commanded  by  General  A.  R.  Lzwton  in  the 
action  of  the  \st  July. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  COBB.J 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  BRIGADE,  > 

June  12,  1862.  J     - 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  succinct  report  of  the  ope 
rations  of  this  brigade,  under  my  command,  from  the  morning  of  the 
29th  June,  to  the  1st  July,  inclusive: 

For  several  days  previous  to  the  29th  June,  rny  command  had  been 
kept  day  and  night • under  arms,  prepared,  at  a  moment's  notice,  to 
move  in  co-operation  with  the  operations  of  our  army  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Chickahominy. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th,  the  men  were  required  to  remain  in  the 
trenches  at  the  position  then  occupied  by  the  brigade,  at  the  "  Burnt 
Chimney,"  on  the  Nine-mile  road. 

From  the  trenches  we  moved,  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  expecting 
to  find  the  enemy  still  occupying  their  strong  line  of  fortifications, 
immediately  in  our  front.  It  was  now  ascertained,  however,  that  they 
had  evacuated  their  works  during  the  night,  and  our  march  was  con 
tinued  in  their  pursuit.  On  reaching  a  point,  not  far  distant  from 
Savage's  Station,  on  the  Y^rk  River  railroad,  the  enemy  were  re 
ported  to  have  made  a  stand  m  our  front.  The  division  of  General 
Magruder  was  here  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle — the  brigade  com 
manded  by  the  brave  and  lamented  Griffith,  on  the  right,  and  my  brig 
ade  on  the  left.  The  remaining  brigades  of  General  Magruder's  com 
mand  I  did  not  know.  In  line  of  battle,  our  march  continued  to 
Savage's  Station,  without  encountering  the  enemy.  At  that  point, 
the  enemy  was  first  seen.  A  few  well- directed  shots  from  the  Troup 
artillery  battery,  drove  from  our  right  the  few. of  the  enemy  in  our 
sight;  but  the  subsequent  events  of  the 'day  showed  that  they  were 
there  in  strength  prepared  to  make  a  stubborn  resistance.  My  brig 
ade  was  placed  on  the  left  of  the  railroad — my  right  resting  on  the 
road.  The  position  to  which  I  was  ordered  was  in  the  rear  of  the 
woods,  which  separated  us  from  an  open  field  in  our  front.  Unwil 
ling*  to  give  the  enemy  the  advantage  of  the  woods,  in  event  of  their 
advance,  I  advanced  my  line  some  four  hundred  yards  through  these 
woods,  and  occupied  a  position  in  the1  skirt  of  woods,  with  an  open 
field  in  my  front.  The  battle  of  that  evening  was  fought  on  the  right 
of  the  railroad,  and  hence  my  brigade,  though  exposed,  from  their  ad 
vanced  position,  to  the  continual  firing  of  the  enemy,  had  no  oppor 
tunity  of  participating,. actively,  in  the  fight.  * 

On  the  morning  01  the  30th,  the  enemy  having  disappeared  from  our 
front,  we  again  took  up  tke  line  of  march,  and,  after  a  most  fatiguing 
march,  were  placed  that  night  in  line  of  battle*  on  the  field,  where  the 
enemy  had  beemsuocessfully  met  and  overcome  by  Gen.  Longstreet's 
division,  during  the  day.  My  brigade  occupied  the  second  line,  in 
support  of  Griffith's  brigade,  now  commanded  by  Colonel  Barksdale, 
both  on  the  left  of  the  Williamsburg  road.  The  lines  were  scarcely 
formed,  when  the  morning  of  the  1st  July  summoned  us  to  another 
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march  in  piirsuit  of  the  enemy,  who  had  again  disappeared  during 
the  night.  We  had  not  proceeded  far  when,  meeting  with  the  com 
mand  of  General  Jackson,  it  was  found  that  no  enem^  was  in  our 
front ;  and,  returning  by  the  position  from  which  we  had  marched  in 
the  morning,  we  reached  the  battle -field  of  the  1st.  Here,  a  portion 
of  my  command — the  Georgia  legion — was  placed  in  support  of  the  ar 
tillery.  The  remaining  regiments  were  posted  in  the  ravine  to  the 
right  of  Mrs.  Carter's  house.  Shortly  after  the  battfe  commenced,  an 
other  regiment  of  my  command — the  sixteenth  Georgia — was  detached 
and  sent  forward',  to  occupy  a  ravine  on  the  right,  to  prevent  any  attempt 
of  the  enemy  to  advance  in  that  direction.  My  .command  was  thud 
posted  at  three  different  points,  rendering  my  own  position,  in  endea 
voring  to  lock  after  each,  an  embarrassing  one.  Whilst  at  this  point, 
I  received  a  message  from  General  Armistead,  who  occupied,  with  his 
brigade,  the  advanced  position  in  our  front,  that  he  needed  support, 
and  I  immediately  moved  to  his  support,  with  the  remaining  regiments 
t)t  the  brigade,  the  twenty -fourth  Georgia,  second  Louisiana,  and  fif 
teenth  North  Carolina.  To' reach  that  point,  we  had  to  pass  through 
the  open  field  in  our  iront,  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  waa 
done  in  double-quick  and  good  order,  and  had  to  pass  through  dense 
woods  and  almost  impassable  ravines,  which  separated  us  from  Gene 
ral  Armistead's  position  ;  all  of  which  ^Tas  done  in  quick  time  and 
with  alacrity,  by  the  three  regiments.  On  reaching  this  point,  I  imme 
diately  posted  my  command  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front  of  the  batte 
ries  of  the  enemy,  which  continued  to  pour  a  deadly  fire  upon  that 
point,  as  well  as  the  entire  distance  we  had  traversed  from  the  ravine 
near  Mrs.  Carter's  house.  Our  duty  was  to  prevent  any  advance  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  unite,  at  the  proper  time,  in  the  effort  to  carry  the 
batteries  of  the  enemy.  We  had  not  .occupied  this  position  long, 
when  General  Magruder  was  informed  that  the  enemy  was  advancing 
in  our  front,  and,  under  his  order,  I  at  once  advanced  these  three  regi 
ments  to  the  open  field  in  front  of  the  batteries  of  the  enemy.  The 
advance  of  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  and  the  regiments  united  in  tho 
general  assault  on  the  batteries. 

The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men,  throughout,  was  all  that  could 
be  asked,  and  even  more  than  could  be  expected  of  men.  The  best 
eviden.ce  I  can  offer  of  the  daring  and  courage  of  the  men  of  my  com 
mand,  is  the  fact  that,  after  the  battle,  their  dead  were  found  mingled 
with  those  of  other  brigades  nearest  the  batteries  of  the  enemy.  It 
was  at  this  point,  in  the  battle,  that  Colonel  Norwood,  of  the  second 
Louisiana,  whilst  gallantly  leading  his  regiment,  fell,  severely,  but  I 
am  happy  to«aj  not  mortally,  wounded.  Major  .Ashton,  of  the  same 
regiment,  had  seized  the  colors  of  the  regiment,  after  three  brave  men 
Iiad  been  shot  down  in  the  act  of  bearing  them  forward,  and  was 
bravely  cheering  on  his  men  and  rallying  them  to  their  standard, 
when,  pierced  by  severaf  balls,  he  fell  and  died  instantly.  In  the 
came  action,  the  brave  and  gallant  commander  of  the  fifteenth  North 
Carolina,  Colonel  Daw,  was  severely,  but  not  mortally,  wounded,  and 
his  regiment  deprived,  for  the  present,  of  his  invaluable  services.  At 
a  subsequent  period  of  the  battle,  the  sixteenth  Georgia,  previously 
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detached,  was  brought  into  the  action,  ami,  like  their  comrades,  w*ire 
found  among  the  foremost  in  the  fight.  The  Georgia  legion,  though 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemy  during  the  entire  day,  were  not  brought 
into  the  action  because  of  their  position  in  support  of  the  artillery, 

It  is  but  justice  to  the  men  of  my  command  to  state  the  fact  that, 
for  more  than  forty-eight  hours  previous  to  the  battle,  they  had  had 
neither  rest'nor  food  ;  and  though  their. ranks  had  been  greatly  reduced 
by  exhaustion,  there  was  no  murmuring  or  spirit  of  complaint,  as  long 
as  there  was  an  -enemy  in  the  front.  We  commenced  the  march  from 
the  Burnt  Chimney  on  the  morning  of  the  2:^h  June,  with  twenty- 
seven  hundred  men,  but  fatigue  and  exhaustion  had  so  reduced  our 
ranks,  that  less  than  fifteen  hundred  were  carried  into  the  battle  of 
the  1st,  and  of  that  number,  nearly  five  hundred  are  in  the  list  of 
killed  and  wounded.  . 

I  would  add  that  the  Troup  artillery  (Georgia  legion)  were  with 
my  brigade  during  all  of  its  operations,  and  did  effective  service.  On 
Tuesday,  their  position  was  such,  that,  while  exposed  to  a  galling  fire, 
they  could  not  reply  with  safety  to  our  own  men.  The  coolness  arid 
composure  of  the  men  was  commendable. 

I  annex  a  list  of  the  casualties  in  each  regiment.  It  is  due  to  the 
members  of  my  staff,  to  say,  that  they  acted  with  coolness  and  en 
ergy,  and  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

HO  WELL  COBB?  Brigadier  General 


GENERAL  TGOMBS'  REPORT  OF  BATTLE  OF  JUNE  27,  1862. 

IST  BRIGADE,  FIRS 
In  the  Field,  July 


HEAPQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE,  FIRST  DIVISION,  ) 


Captain  A.  COWARD, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

CAPTAIN  :  In  pursuance  of  the  following  order,  "  the  divisions  tr> 
your  right  have  been  ordered  by  General  Magrudcr  to  feel  the  enemy 
in  their  front,  with,  strong  pickets,  and  to  follow  up,  to  the  utmost,  any 
advantage  which  may  offer  or  success  which  may  ensue.  You  are 
ordered  to  do  the  same,  taking  as  your  signal  for  advance,  the  com 
mencement  of  the  movement  on  your  right."  I  placed  my  brigade  in 
position  to  be  ready  to  advance  whenever  the  signal  sh'ould  be  given 

At  a  few  moments  past  sevcn/P.  M.,  on  the  27th  of  June,  a  heavy 
£rii.£:  was  heard  on  my  right,  within  the  peints  indicated  by  the  order, 
leaving  no  doubt  that  the  troops  on  the  right  had  met  and  engaged  the 
*j:i£.y.  _  I  immediately  ordered  Colonel  Bute,  with  seven  companies 
of  the  second  Georgia,  (about  two  hundred  and  fifty  muskets)  to  ad 
vance  and  take  position  in  the  ravine  in  front,  to  the  left  of  James 
Ga melt's  house,  immediately  in  rear  of  my  advanced  pickets.  He 
had  Lot  finished  deploying  his  line  before  the  enemy,  (whose  pickets 
:  in  sight  discovered  the  movement,)  opened  a  very  heavy  fire 
.  iiirn  from  their  regiments.  It  was  returned  with  great-gallantry 
and  effect  by  Colonel  Bute's  command*  aided  by  the  pickets,  for  half 
an  hour,  when  the  enemy  reinforced  his  line  by  a  large  force,  equal 
at  least  to  a  brigade,  and  brought  an  additional  force  both  to  the  right 
and  left  flarfk  of  Colonel  Bute's  position.  I  then  ordered  forward  the 
fifteenth  Georgia,  Colonel  Mclntosh,  to  Colonel  Bute's  support,  in  the 
ravine — ordered  the  seventeenth  Georgia,  Colonel  Benning,  on  the 
left  flank,  and  Colonel  Cumming,  of  the  twentieth  Georgia,  on  the 
right  flank.  The  action  now  raged  with,  great  violence  for  an  hour 
and  a  half,  the  enemy  exhibiting  a  determined  purpose  .to  drive  us  out 
of  the  position  in  the  ravine;  but  finding  themselves  incapable  of 
wrenching  it  from  the  heroic  grasp  of  the  second  and  fifteenth  Geor 
gia  volunteers,  were  driven  back  and  repulsed  after  two  hours  of 
fierce  and  determined  conflict.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  courage 
and  good  conduct  of  the  two  regiments  mainly  engaged.  * 

The  second  Iqst,  in  killed  and  wounded,  about  one  half  of  the  men 
carried  into,  action.  The  fifteenth  went  to  their  support  under  a  se 
vere  and  galling  fire,  within  eighty  yards  of  their  front,  and  gallantly 
sustained  the  action  until  the  enemy  were  repulsed,  losing  seventy- 
one"  men  out  of  three  hundred  carried  into  action,  including  their 
chivalrous  Colonel  Mclntosh,  mortally  wounded.  Captain  Burcrh  and 
Lieutenant  Lilly  were  killed  in  action,  and  many  other  valuable  offi 
cers  and  men  of  both  regiments  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  a  de 
tailed  statement  of  whom  has  heretofore  been  sent  in,  and  if  practi 
cable,  will  be  attached  to  this  report.  The  seventeenth  and  twentieth 
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regiments  both  acted  with  great  promptness  and  firmness,  and  main 
tained  their  positions,  protecting  my  flank  during  the  action.  Just 
before  the  conclusion  of  the  battle,  I  apprehended  that  an  additional 
regiment  would  be  needed  to  hold  the  ravine,  (which  I  was  ordered 
to  hold  on  any  terms,)  and  sent  for  the  seventh  Georgia  regiment, 
belonging  to  Colonel  Anderson's  brigade,  which  was  posted  on  my 
right  supporting  a  battery,  arid  they  promptly  obeyed  the  order  and 
came  at  double-quick  time,  with  a  cheer,  to  the  support  of  their  com 
rades,  and  took  position  in  the  rear  of  the  twentieth,  which  regiment 
I  intended  to  send  forward  in  case  of  need,  holding  the  seventh  to 
support  the  right  flank ;  but  before  any  change  was  made,  the  enemy 
were  repulsed  and  the  battle  was  over.  I  am  not  able,  at  this  time, 
from  the  circumstances  under  which  the  report  is  made,  to  refer  par 
ticularly  to  minute  events  or  individual  instances  of  good  conduct, 
of  which  there  were  many  ;  but  I  can  say,  with  the  utmost  candor, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  wrhole  brigade,  ^without  an  individual  excep 
tion,  as  far  as  I  know,  was  excellent,  and  that  of  the  second  and  fif 
teenth,  more  actively  engaged,  was  brilliantly  heroic. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  TOOMBS, 
Brigadier  General  first  brigade,  first  division., 


GENERAL  TOOM-BS'  REPORT  OF  BATTLE  OP  JULY  1,  1862. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE:,  FIRST  DIVISION,  ) 
In  the  Field,.near  Westovcr,  July  7,  1862.       \ 

CAPTAIN  :  On  Tuesday  evening,  the  1st  instant,  in  pursuance  of 
orders  from  Brigadier  General  D.  R.  Jones,  I  marched  my  brigade, 
and  formed  it  in  line  of  battle*,  on  the  New  Market  road,  immediately 
in  front  of  the  enemy's  batteries*  afterwards,  according  to  additional 
orders,  I  advanced  it  to  a  ravine,  several  hundred  paces  in  front,  and 
again,  advanced  it  to  a  position  in  the  woods,  immediately  in  front  of 
the  enemy's  batteries,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  General  Jones. 
I  was  ordered  to  advance  to  this  last  position  in  support  of  Colonel 
Anderson  and  General  CoblVs  brigades,  in  the  assault  on  tho  batte 
ries,  it  being  at  the  same  time  seated  to  me  that  other  troops  would 
be  in  advance  of  these  brigade  in  the  assault.  Accordingly,  I  ad- 
vaccd  rapidly  in  line  of  battle,  through  the  dense  woods,  intersected  by 
ravines,  occasionally  thick  briar  patches  and  other  obstructions, 
guided  cnly  by  the  enemy's  fire  in  keeping  the  direction,  frequently 
retarded,  and  sometimes  broken,  by  troops  in  front  of  me,  until  tho 
command  reached  the  open  field,  on  the -elevated  plateau  immediately 
in  front  of,  and  in  short  rang?  of  the  enemy's  guns.  Here,  coming 
up  with  a  portion  of  the  troops  which  I  v:as  ordered  to  support,  I 
halted  my  line,  for  the  purpose  of  rectifying  it,  and  of  allowing  many 
of  the  troops  whom  I  was  to  support  to  pass  me  and  form.  These 
objects  were  but  imperfectly  accomplished  by  me,  as  well  as  by  the 
rest  of  the  troops  within  my  view,  from  the  great  confusion  and  dis 
order  in  the  field,  arising  much  from  the  difficulties  of  the  ground 
over  which  they  had  to  pass,  and  in  part  from  the  heavy  fire  of  grape, 
canister  and  shells,  which  the  enemy's  batteries  were  pouring  in  upon 
them.  But  having  accomplished  what  could  be  done  of  this  work, 
and-  that  portion  of  Colonel  Anderson's  brigade  immediately  in  my 
front  having  advanced  further  into  the  field,  I  ordered  my  brigade  to 
advance.  It  moved  forwtyd  steadily  and  firmly;  until  it  came  up 
with  the  troops  in-  advance,  who  Tiad  halted.  I  then  ordered  it  to 
halt,  and  ordered  the  men  to  lie  down,  which  they  did,  and  received 
the  enemy's  fire  for  a  considerable  time,  when  an  order  Avas  repeated 
along  my  line,  coming  from  my  left,  directing  the  line  to  "  oblique  to 
.the  left."  This  order  I  immediately  and  promptly  countermanded  as 
Boon  as  it  reached  the  part  of  the  line  where  I  stood,  and  arrested  it 
in  part.  I  saw  that  the  immediate  effect  of  the  movement  was  to 
throw  the  troops  into  the  woods  and  ravines  on  the  left  of  the  plateau, 
and  necessarily  throw  them  into  great  confusion.  Amid  the  turmoil 
of  battle,  it  was  difficult  to  trace  orders  to  their  proper  source  ;  and 
an  erroneous  impression  prevailing  in  two  of  the  regiments  that  the 
order  came  from  Gener*  Jones,  the  twentieth  and  second  Georgia 
regiments,  and  a  part  of  the  fifteenth  Georgia  regiment,  executed  it, 
and  m?rched  rapidly,  and,  as  they  approached  the  woods,  in  consid- 
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erable  confusion,  over  the  fence,  into  the  road  and  woods.  Finding 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  command  had,  under  this  mistake,  executed 
the  movement,  and  a  portion  of  my  right  (the  seventeenth  Georgia 
regiment)  having,  up  to  this  time,  been  prevented  bj  troops  in  their 
front  from  coming  up,  and  one  company  of  my  left  (Captain  Sage's) 
having,  from  the  difficulties  of  the  ground,  and  the  interposition  of 
other  troops,  been  prevented  from  getting  into  line  on  the  plateau, 
and  seeing  the' importance  of  getting  my  command  together,  I  ordered 
those  troops  whom  I  had  prevented  from  executing  the  "  left  oblique" 
movement  to  unite  with  the  command  on  the  left,  and  the  whole  to 
form  themselves,  and  await  further  orders  and  events.  I  then  passed 
down  my  right,  to  put  them  also  in  position.  A  portion  of  it  only 
had  emerged  from  the  woods,  and  were  ordered  in  position.  Passing 
up  the  edge  of  the  woods,  I  ordered  such  of  the  broken  parties  as  had 
been  separated  from  their  command  (by  troops  retiring  from  their 
front)  to  join  their  command  on*  the  left;  and,  failing  to  find  the  bal 
ance  of  the  seventeenth  and  the  missing  company  of  the  twentieth,  I 
remounted  and  passed  clown  my  left,  which,  together  with  the  rest  of 
the  command  which  had  joined  them,  were  unde.r  the  direction  of  my 
adjutant,  Captain  Dubose,  and  Major  Alexander,  and  my  aid,  Captain 
Troupe.  They  had  formed,  in  part,  on  the  road  to  the  left  of  the 
plateau,  and  in  the  woods  and  ravines  in  the  rear  thereof,  seeking 
such  protection  as  the  ground  afforded,  they  being  under  a  severe  fire 
from  the  enemy's  artillery.  The  stream  of  fugitives  was  pouring  back 
over  my  liire,  frequently  breaking  it,  and  carrying  back  with  them  many 
of  the  men.  I  immediately  began  passing  up  and  down  my  lines,  and 
in  the  rear,  ordering  and  bringing  back  those  who  had  thus  been 
swept  away;  but  it  frequently  happened,  in  bringing  them  back,  the 
position  of  those  they  had  left  had  been  changed  by  the  same  and 
other  causes,  and  left  them  out  of  their  proper  positions!  I  continued 
these  efforts  until  all  the  troops  in  my  front,  on  the  plateau,  had  dis 
appeared—my  own  regiments  mostly  separated  and  maintaining 
regimental  or  company  organizations  under  such  cover  as  the  ground 
afforded.  The  cannonading  still  continued,  and  supposing  that  when 
ever  it  ceased,  would  charge,  I  devoted  my  time  to  gathering  up  acd 
forming  my  troops,  and  to  be  prepared  for  tte  charge.  This  work 
was  exceedingly  difficult,  as  it  had  become  dark,  and  many  brigades 
were  mixed  up  in  the  woods  and  roads  on  this  part  of  the  battle-field. 
In  the  meantime,  General.  Kershaw  came  into  the  field  with  his  brig 
ade,  near  one  of  my  regiments,  (the  second  Georgia,)  which  still  re 
mained  in  very  good  order,  and  my  adjutant,  Captain  Dubose,  pro 
posed  to  him  to  unite  that  and  some  other  companies  of  other  regiments 
with  kis  command  in  the  attack  on  the  enemy's  batteries,  to  which  he 
assented  ;  and  this  command,  under  Colonel  Bute  and  Colonel  Holmes, 
accompanied  by  Captain  Dubose  and  Major  Alexander,  my  quarter 
master,  who  acted  as  .one  of  my  aids  on  the  field,  advanced  with  Gen 
eral  Kershaw's  brigade  beyond  the  edge  of  the  woods,  into  the  open 
field,  but  under  the  destructive  fir%pf  the  enemy's  cannon  and  small 
arms,  wavered,  and  fell  back  into  the  road  skirting  the  pine  thicket. 
It  was  during  this  charge  (which  was  also  participated  in  by  part  of 
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the  twentieth  Georgia)  that  the  heroic  Colonel  Bute  (colonel  of  the 
second  Georgia)  fell,  and  the  command  devolved  upon  the  gallant 
Colonel  Holmes,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  regiment.  In^this  position 
in  the  road,  this  portion  of  the  command  remained  for  some'ten  or. 
fifteen  minutes,  when  a  heavy  musketry  fire  was  poured  into  them 
from  the  left  flank,  and  they  retreated  in  disorder.  Captain  Dubose, 
Major  Alexander  and  Captain  Troup,  of  my  staff,  were  on  this  part  of 
the  road,  and  used  their  best  exertions  in  rallying  the  troops,  and 
succeeded  in  joining  me  with  about  two  hundred  men. 

After  these  disasters,  finding  that  the  enemy  did  not  charge,  and 
that  the  troops  were  generally  in  disorder,  and  there  not  being  any 
organized  body  of  troops  on  the  plateau  in  front,  I  gathered  up  my 
command  and  marched  back  to  the  road  where  we  entered  the  battle, 
and  encamped  them  as  near  thereto  as  the  convenience  of  water  would 
allow.' 

In  all  of  these  movements,  and  especially  during  the  time  my  brig 
ade  occupied  the  open  plateau  in  front  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  my 
losses  were -very  severe^  the  total  being  one  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
in  killed  and  wounded,  out  of  about  twelve  hundred  carried  into  action. 
[A  report  of  which  has  heretofore  been  forwarded  to  you,  and  a  more 
detailed  one  will  be  furnished  as  soon  as  it  can 'be  made  out.  The 
wounding  of  two  of  my  regimental  adjutants,  and  the  sickness  of 
'another,  and  constant  marches  since,  having  retarded  the  work.] 

I  am  happy  to  add,  that  the  disorders  which  did  arise  were  due 
rather  to  the  difficulties  of  the  ground  anil  the  nature  of-the  attack, 
than  from  any  other  cause,  and  that,  as  far  as  my  observation  went, 
they  extended  to  all  troops  engaged  on  the  plateau  in  front  of  th'3 
enemy's  guns.  This  is  further  evidenced  by  the  fact,  that  at  reveille 
next  morning,  over  eight  hundred  of  my  command  answered  to  their 
names  at  roll-call,  leaving  two  hundred  unaccounted  for;  many  of 
whom  soon  made  their  appearance. 

I  considered    the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  *nen   highly  praise-, 
worthy  and  honorable  to  themselves  and  the  array. 

I  am,  yery  respectfully,  your  obedient -servant, 

K.   TOOMBS,  Brigadier  General, 

Fiist  Brigade,  First  Division. 


COLONEL  ANDERSON'S   REPORT    OF  BATTLE    OF    JUNE 

29TH,'  1362. 

HEADQUARTERS  TRIRD  BRIGADE,  FIRST  DIVISION, 
In  the  Field,  July  8,  1862. 

Captain  A.  COWARD,  A.  A.  General: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the  action 
of  my  brigade,  in  the  affair  near  Garnett's  house,  on  Saturday,  28th  June. 
The  disposition  of  the  regiments  were  as  follows:  The  seventh  and  eighth 
Georgia  near  the  overseer's  house,  the  eleventh  on  picket  near  New 
Bridge  and  the  first  and  ninth  Geogia  on  duty  at  Mrs.  Price's  house. 
It  was  determined  that  morning,  by  Brigadier  General  D.  R.  Jones, 
commanding  division,  to  place  some  heavy  guns  in  position,  on  the  New 
Bridge  road, .and  drive  the  enemy  from  their  works -near  the  river,  if 
possible  ;  and  Brigadier  General  Toomte  was  directed  to  attack  the 
enemy  if,  in  his  discretion,  it  could  be  done  without  too  serious  loss  to 
ourselves,  and  I  was  to  support  him,  if  necessary,  with  my  brigade. 
The  enemy  was  driven  from  the  works  by  our  batteries  on  the  New 
Bridge  road,  and  by  Captain  Brown's  Wise  Artillery  or  Captain 
Moody's  batteries,  near  Garnett's  house,  and  Captain  Thurston,  of 
General  Jones'  staff,  was  sent  to  General  Toombs  to  notify  him  of  the 
fact.  From  some  cause,  not  understood  by  me,  General  Toombs  sent 
Captain  Thurston  to  me  to  make  the  attack,  and  as  Captain  Thurston 
was  on  General  Jones'  staff,  I  supposed  the  order  had  be^  changed, 
and,  expecting  to  be  supported,  ordered  the  eighth  and  ninth  Georgia 
to  advance,  which  they  did  in  most  beautiful  order,  and  with  their 
usual  gallantry,  driving  the  enemy  before  them  over  and  beyond  their 
works,  all  the  time^xposed  to  a  galling  fire  from  artillery  and  musketry. 
Satisfied  that  these  two  small  regiments  could  not  cope  successfully 
with  the  enemy,  I  asked  General  Toombs  two* or  three  times  to  send 
forward  men  to  support  me  in  the  attack,  «but  before  this  was  done  an 
order  came  from  General  Magruder,  to  cease  the  attack,  and  I  recalled 
the  troops. 

I  cannot  express  too  highly  my  appreciation  of  the  gallantry  arid 
good  conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  men  of  both  regiments  in  this  ac 
tion,  in  which  our  loss  was  very  severe,  as  the  list  of  casualties  will  sh<5w. 
The  eighth  Georgia  led  the  attack,  under  command  of  the  heroic  Lamar, 
and  suffered  severely.  Colonel  Lamar  was  wouuded  and  taken  by  the 
enemy,  but  has  been  recovered  from  them.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Towers 
and  Lieutenant  Harper  taken  prisoners ;  Major  Magruder,  seriously 
wounded ;  Captain  Butler,  Lieutenants  Montgomery,  Williamson  and 
Blackwell  all  wounded,  and  thirteen  men  killed,  sixty-three  wounded, 
$ix  missing  and  fifteen  prisoners.  The  third  Georgia  supported  the 
eighth.  The  casualties  are  Lieutenant  Colonel  White,  commanding 
regiment,  seriously  wounded ;  Captain  Hicks  wounded,  and  seven  men 
killed,  sixty  wounded  and  eight  missing. 
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I  am  satisfied  that  if  I  had  been  able  to  bring  my  whole  brigade 
into  action  or  been  properly  supported,  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the 
enemy's  works  would  have  been  taken  and  held.  A  prisoner  taken 
next  morning,  reports  the  enemy's  loss  to  have  been  about  equal  to 
ours. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GT.  T.  ANDERSON, 
Colonel  commanding  Brigade. 


COLONEL  ANDERSON'S   REPORT   OF  BATTLES  OF  JUNE. 
29TH  AND  3UiH,  AND  JULY  .Isx,  1862. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  BRIGADE,  FIRST  DIVISION,  ) 
Camp  near  Richmond,  Fa.,  July  14,  1862.         > 

Captain  A.  COWARD, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  the  action  of  my 
brigade  in  the  series  of  battles  from  June  29th  U>  July  1st,  inclusive, 
^he  report  of.  the  action  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  Georgia,  on  the 
29th,  having  been  already  forwarded. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning,  I  was  ordered  to  march  in  pursuit  of 
the  retreating  enemy,  and  having  soon  formed,  my  brigade  moved 
through  the  deserted  camp  and  works  of  the  enemy,  near  Garnett's 
farm.  The  tirst  Georgia  regulars,  and  the  seventh  Georgia  regiment,' 
Major  E.  W.  Hoyle  commanding,  in  support ;  the  eighth  Georgia, 
Captain  G.  0.  Dawson  ;  ninth  Georgia,  Colonel  Turnipseed,  and 
eleventh  Georgia,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Luffman  commanding,  were 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  in  this  order  we  set  out  in  search  of 
the  enemy. 

After  marching  some  distance,  the  first  Georgia  came  up  with  the 
foe  and  opened  fire  upon  them,  receiving  in  return  a  heavy  fire  from 
artillery  and  musketry,  losing'several  men  killed  and  wounded.  But 
ofiicers  and  men,- 1  am  proud  to  say,  behaved  in  the  most  gallant 
manner,  and  drove  the  enemy  before  them,  inflicting  severe  loss  upon 
him. 

.  After  marching  in  line  of  battle  all  day  through  woods,  swamps, 
and  open  field,  we  did  not  participate  in  the  fight  until  late  in  the  day, 
our  direction  bringing  us  considerably  to  the  left  of  the  enemy.  Wo 
reached  our  bivouac  that  night,  or  morning  rather,  about  one  o'clock, 
having  been  exposed  to  a  severe  fire  for  over  an  hour. 

The  next  morning,  June  3lHh,  we  marched  to  join  Major  General 
Longstreet,  and  reached  him,  after  being  on  the  march  eighteen  hours, 
at  two  o'clock,  A.  M.,  July  1st,  and  rested  until  daylight,  an<i  again 
set  out  in  search  of  the  enemy;  marched  across  the  battle  -field  of  the 
day  previous  some  one  and  a  half  miles  ;  was  ordered  by  Major 
General  Magruder  to  march  back  to  the  Darby  road  ;  marched  soino 
five  miles  and  was  ordered  back»  moving  by  the-  left  flank  ;  was  next 
ordered  by  Major  General  Magruder  to  shelter  my  men  under  a  hill 
to  protect  them  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  as  our  batteries  were  or 
dered  to  open  upon  them.  From  this  position  was  ordered  to  take 
the  position  recently  occupied  by  General  Cobb  in  my  front ;  was 
about  getting  into  position  and  was  ordered  to  move  some  quarter  of, 
a  mile  to  the  right,  and  before  I  could  get  my  line  dressed,  was  agtin 
ordered  to  move  to  the  right  of  my  brigade  on  the  line  and  take  po 
sition.  Had,  as  I  supposed,  nearly  reached  this  last  point,  whea  I  * 
was  again  ordered  by  General  Magruder  to  move  back  rapidly  by 
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the  left  flank  to  support  General  Cobb,  all  of  which  orders 
were  executed  promptly  by  my  command,  over  swamps,  dense  under 
growth,  ravines,  and  hills.  At  about  half- past  four,  P.  M.,  I  re 
ceived  orders  to  advance  to  attack  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  and 
moving  rapidly  to  the  front  through  the  dense  woods,  the  left  of  my 
line  reaching  the  open  field  first,  gained  so  much  ground  to  the  front 
and  in  advance  of  the  right,  that  I  ordered  *a  halt  to  re-establish  a 
correct  line  on  the  open  field.  In  the  meantime  the  enemy  were  firing 
on  us  from  two  batteries  and  their  infantry.  Before  I  succeeded  in 
rectifying  my  line,  other  troops  were  hurried  on  to  the  attack  and 
then  iny  right — the  ficst  Georgia  regulars  and  seventh  a'nd  eighth 
Georgia  regiments,  supposing  that  I  had  given  command  to.advance, 
became  separated  from  the  command.  But  I  am  proud  to  be  able  to' 
say,  that  every  officer  and  man  behaved  himself  with  coolness  and 
gallantry,  and  aided  materially  in  the  final  results  of  the  day.  '  The 
ninth  and  eleventh  *  Georgia  were  more  immediately  under  my  own 
observation,  and  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  both  regi 
ments,  under  a  most  severe  fire,  was  all  that  I  desired,  each  man 
standing  to  his  post  willingly  and  cheerfully  until  long  after  dark, 
when  I  withdrew  them  from  the  field,  my  other  regiments  having 
passed  a  few  moments  before. 

i  Colonel  Magill  mentions  in  terms  of  strong  commendation  the 
names -of  Sergeant  W.  J.  Garitt,  company  M;  Corporal  J.  C.  Camp 
an.d  private  W.  L.  Moorhead,  first  Georgia  regulars.  Captain  Carmi- 
chael  reports  .very  favorably  of  the  conduct  of  Sergeant  Adderhold, 
company  I,  seventh  Georgia.  Other ,  commanders  report  that  all 
acted  well  and  bravely. 

The  casualties  in  the  brigade  are  as  follows  : 

First  Georgia  regulars. — Officers  killed,  none.  Wounded,  Lieut. 
W.  A.  Williams,  very  dangerously  ;  Lieutenant  J.  1).  Anthony,  pain 
fully  ;  Captain  H.  C.  Cannon,  slightly;  Captain  Tomlinson  Fort, 
slightly  ;  Lieutenant  G.  A.  Rutherford,  slightly ;  Lieutenant  Pierce 
Home,  (acting'  adjutant,)  slightly.  Enlisted  men  killed,  'four ; 
wounded,  thirty-eight,  (two  since  dead,)  and  missing,  fifteen. 

Seventh  Georgia  regiment. — Killed :  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Watson. 
Major  E.  W.  Hoyle,  mortally  wounded ;  Adjutant  Maddox,  Captain 
Jl.  B.  Hicks,  Lieutenant  Bellinger,  Lieutenant  White,  and  Lieuten 
ant  W^nn,  slightly  wounded.  Enlisted  men  killed,  thirteen ;  se 
riously  wounded,  fifty-three  ;  slightly,  forty-eight. 

Eighth  Georgia  regiment. — Enlisted  men  killed,  four  ;  wonnded, 
eight. 

Ninth  Georgia  regiment. — Wounded,  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Arnold  and 
Lieutenant  Hardee.  Enlisted  men  three  killed  and  twenty-eight 
wounded. 

Eleventh  Georgia  regiment. — Wounded,  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant 
J.  F.  Green,  severely  ;  Lieutenants  M.  F.  Gudger  and  H.  L.  Parrish, 
slightly.  ^Enlisted  men  killed,  six ;  wounded,  fifty,  (most  of  them 
severely,)  and  sixteen  missing,  some  of  whom  have'rejoined. 
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TOTAL  CASUALTIES, 

Killed.        Wounded       Wisaing. 
Commissioned  officers,  1  -17 

Enlisted  men,  3U  225  3:1 

31  2-12  3G 

» 

It  is  due  the  men  to  st^te  that  they  had  been  \vithout  rest 
almost  entirely  since  the  night  of  the  27th,  and  marched  in  line  of 
battle  all  day  Sunday,  29th,  and  for  eighteen  hours  the  30th  of  June, 
and  were  marched  and  countermarched  the  day  of  battle  from  day 
light  until  four,  P.  M.,  and  many  of  the  men  fell  out  from  exhaus 
tion,  and  have  since  rejoined. 

I  bear  willing  testimony  to  the  gallantry  of  the  whole  command, 
officers'and  soldiers,  and  feel  proud  of  having  the  honor  of'fcom- 
manding  such  brave  and  determined  men.  I  am  under  many  obliga 
tions  to  Lieuten&it  C.  C.  Hardwicke,  eighth  Georgia  volunteers,  A. 
A.  A.  General,  for  his  bravery  and  gallantry,  executing  promptly 
every  order  entrusted  to  him.  Also,  to  Captain  J.  G.  Jackson,  of 
Virginia,  and  Charles  Daniel,  of  Georgia,  volunteer  aids,  for  gal 
lantry  and  distinguished  services  on.  all  occasions.  I  cannot  refrain 
from  mentioning  private  D..  E.  Humphries,  company  C,  eleventh 
Georgia  volunteers,  my  orderly,  for  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct. 
I  am,  sir*  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  T.  ANDERSON, 
•  %  Cohnol  1  \th  Ga.    Fb/s.,  comd'g  brigade. 
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REPORT  OF  GENERAL  SEMMES  OF  BATTLE  OF  SAVAGE 

STATION. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE,  SECOND  DIVISION,  ) 
Crew's  Farm,  July  4,   18G2.       $ 

Captain  T.  S,  MC!NTOSH,  A.  A.  G.  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the.  honor  to  report  that,  soon  after  the  opening 
of  the -battle  of  Savage  Station,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  having  received 
orders  from  Major  General  McLaws  to  send  forward  two  regiments  to 
the  support  of  Brigadier  General  Kershaw's  brigade,  then  engaged 
with  the  enemy,  t^e  tenth  Georgia,,  Colonel  dimming,  and  the  thirty- 
second  Virginia,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Willis  commanding,  were  ordered 
to  atUrance.  Very  soon  after,  perceiving  that  the  firing  bora  to  out 
right,  without  waiting  to  communicate  with  the  Major  General,  I 
moved  in  that  direction  with  the  fifth  Louisiana,  Colonel  Hunt:  These 
three  regiments  found  themselves  confronting  the  .enemy  in  the  fol 
lowing  order,  from  right  to  left:  fifth  Louisiana, -thirty-second 
Virginia,  tenth  Georgia.  Having  halted  the  fifth  Louisiana  and  re 
formed  it  in  the  thick  wood  through  which  the  advance  bad  been 
made,  and  discovering  troops  not 'more  than  forty  yards  in  front,  and 
being  necessarily  uncertain  as  to  whether  they  belonged  to  our  army 
or  that  cf  the  enemy,  I  directed  private  Maddox,  company  K,  fifth 
Louisiana,  to  advance  and  challenge,  "  Who  are  you  ?"  to  which  the 
reply  was,  "  Friends."  Hearing  this  reply,  I  demanded  "  What 
regiment  ?"  and  was  answered,  *«  Third  Vermont ;  "  ^whereupon  the 
order  was  given  to  commence  firing.  After  the  firing  had  continued 
for  some  time  with  spirit,  hearing  firing  immediately  in  our  front  at 
a  distance  of  some  hundred  yards,  and  apprehending'  that  our  troops 
might  become  engaged  with  each  other,  it  being  then  quite  dark,  I 
gave  the  orders  to  cease  firing,  to  reform  the  lino,  and  for  the  men  to 
rest  on  their  arms.  After  thus  resting  for  half  an  hour,  the  battle- 
having  terminated  by  the  cessation  of  all  firing,  I,  at  about  half-past 
eight  o'clock,  conducted  the  fifth  Louisiana  and  the  thirty-second 
Virginia  back  to  camp,  whither  the  tenth  Georgia  had  just  repaired. 
During  the  engagement  Colonel  Hunt,  of  the  fifth  Louisiana,  sug 
gested  a  charge,  which  was  promptly  declined,  owing  to  the  darkness, 
the  thick  wood  and  the  great  risk  of  coming  in  contact  with  portions 
of  our  own  troops.  The  enemy  fled  from  the  field,  it  is  true ;  but, 
under  such  circumstances,  I.  was  unwilling  to  pursue,  thereby  jeop 
ardizing  unnecessarily  valuable  lives,  and  incurring  the  great  risk  of 
encountering  other  portions  of  our  own  army. 

Much  of  the  time,  the  enemy  were  engaged  at  a  distance  of  not 
above  forty  yards.  Their  heavy  comparative  loss  doubtless  resulted 
mainly  from  the  greater  efficiency  of  our  smooth-bore  muskets  with 
buck  and  bullets  at  short  range,  the  superior  steadiness  of  our  men 
and  the  precision  of  their  fire. 
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A  list  of  casualties  has  been  heretofore  forwarded  to  division  head 
quarters.  Cumming's  regiment  being  longer  and  more  severely 
engaged,  suffered  incomparably  more  than  the  two  others,  and  in 
flicted  heavier  loss  on  the  enemy.  Although  these  three  regiments 
carried  into  action  only  seven  hundred  and  fifty-five  men,  no  less  than 
four  hundred  of  the  enemy's  dead  were  found  on  the  field  the  next 
morning  in  their  front ;  his  wounded  having  been  removed  during  the 
night.  The  loss  of  the  fifth  Louisiana  was  only  six,  while  more  than 
one  hundred  of  the  dead  enemy  were  counted  on  the  field  immediately 
'in  its  front  !  The  loss  of  the  thirty-second  Virginia  was  also  small, 
and  the  damage  to  the  enemy  nearly  in  the  same  proportion  with  that 
inflicted  by  the  fifth  .Louisiana.  In  the  early  part  of  the  action, 
Captain  demons,  A.  A.  G.,  was  thrown  from  his  horse  and  stunned. 
Captain  Briggs,  aid-de-camp,  rendered  me  valuabjp  service .  on  the 
field  throughout  the  action.  Lieutenant  Beall,  volunteer  aid,  while 
bearing  an  order  to  Colonel  Gumming,  tenth  Georgia,  found  himself 
under  a  cross  fire  from  the  fifty-third  Georgia  and  the  enemy.  Hie 
horse  was  three  times  struck,  and  his  coat  perforated  in  front  by 
bullets.  Lieutenant  Cody,  volunteer  aid,  also  actively  participated. 
Lieutenant  Cody  bore  an  order  to  Manly's  battery  to  move  forward 
and  take  position  on  my  right,  which  Captain  Manly  found  it  impos 
sible  to  do,  owing  to  the  darkness  and  the  impracticability  of  the 
ground.  Three  of  Manly's  horses  were  wounded  in  his  efforts  to  get 
into  position.  The  fifteenth  Virginia,  tenth  Louisiana  amfcfifty-third 
Georgia  were  held  in  reserve. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully,  your  servant, 

PAUL  J.  SEMMES, 
Brigadier  General, 


iREPORT  OF  GENERAL  SEMMES  OF  BATTLE  OF  CREW'S 

FARM. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE,  SECOND  DIVISION,  ) 
Crew's  Farm,  July  4,  1862.       > 

Captain  J.  S.  MC!NTOSH, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  borne  by  my  brigade 
in. the  battle  of  Crew's  Farm,  on  the  1st  instant : 

Immediately  after  the  commencement  of  the  battle,  and  sometime 
before  aity  engagement  with,  small  aims,  by  order  of  Major  Genera! 
Magfuder,  Toy  command  was  moved  up  and  held  in  reserve  in  a  ra 
vine  about  twelve  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  .at  which 
place  it  was  subjected  to  a  shelling  unsurpassed  for  severity  in  any 
•conflict  during  the  war.  Between  five  and  six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Cap 
tain  Latrobe  delivered  an  order  from  Major  General  JVla'gruder  to  me 
to*  move  to  the  support  of  Brigadier  General  D.  R.  Jones'  division. 
My  brigade  was  flanked  to  the  right  about  three  hundred  yards,  and 
then  advanced  in  line  of  battle.  The  advance  commenced  a  distance 
•cf  not  less  than  eight  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy's  guns.  The 
•right  of  my  line,  consisting  of  the  fifteenth  Virginia  and  thirty-sec 
ond  Virginia,  arid  part  of  the  fifth  Louisiana,  advancing  in  an  open 
field  in  lull  view  of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  being  much  exposed  to  his 
migsilen,  distance  was  taken  to  the  left,  so  as  to  bring  th§se  regiments 
under  cover,  first  of  the  wood  and  then  of  a  hill  in  the  open  ground 
in  front,  as  far  as  practicable.  Colcntl  August,-  commanding  the  fif 
teenth  Virginia  volur-teer^  andva  Lumber  of  his  men  were,  wounded, 
and  two  men  of  the  thirty-second  Virginia  volunteers,  killed.  My 
own  coat,  whilst  1  was  in  front  of  the  fifteenth  Virginia,  was  cut  by 
a  fragment  of  a  shell  Major  Walker,  of  the  fifteenth  Virginia  vol 
unteers,  was  soon  after  killed,  while  advancing  with  his  regiment. 
Having  passed  beyond  the  centre  of  the  line,  and  judging  that  suffi 
cient  distance  had  been  gained  to  the  le!t,  the  advance  was  resumed. 
Finding  myself  in  front  of  the  tenth  Georgia  volunteers,  and  the  left 
of  the  fifty- third  Georgia,  the  fence  separating  the  wood  from  the 
open  ground  was  passed  over,  and  the  tenth  Georgia  volunteers,  then 
under  command  of  Captain  Holt — Colonel  Gumming,  while  gallantly 
leading  his  regiment,  having  been  previously  stricken  down  by  a  frag 
ment  of  a  shell  and  stunned  and  borne  from  the  field — and  ccmpany 
"K,"  of  the  fifty-third  Georgia  volunteers,  Lieutenant  McCowan 
commanding,  were  halted  and  reformed  immediately  on  the  light  of 
our  disabled  batteries,  which  had  ceased  to  reply  to  those  of  the  ojn- 
emy.  The  line  being  reformed,  was  moved  obliquely  to  the  right,  an4 
most  of  the  time  for  a  distance  of  not  less  than  five  hundred  }  aids,  in 
full  view  of  the  enemy's  .artillery,  and  after  having  attained  the  slope 
under  and  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  crest  on  which  his  guna 
in  position,  was  halted  preparatory  to  making  a  charge.  Some 
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minutes  after,  the  tenth  Louisiana  volunteers,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wag 
gaman,  appeared  and  traversed  nearly  the  same  ground  over  which  the 
tenth  Georgia  and  company  "K,"  of  the  fifty -third  Georgia  volunteers 
had  passed.  An  order  was*  borne  by  Lieutenant  Cody,  volunteer 
aid  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Waggaman,  commanding  tenth  Louisiana 
volunteers,  to  incline  to  and  form  on  my  right,  v/hich  was  accom 
plished.  Owing  to  a  misconception  of  orders,  the  difficulties  of  the 
ground  and  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  only  five  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
of  my  men  were  finally  brought  into  action.  Lieutenant  Benning,  first 
Georgia  regulars,  of  Anderson's  brigade,  reporting  his  presence,  with 
a  company  of  that  regiment,  which  had  become  separated  therefrom, 
Y/as  ordered  to  take  post  on  the  left  of  the  tenth  Louisiana.  Parts  of 
North  Carolina  and  Mississippi  reginients  were  formed  on  the  ground 
and  on  Bcnning's  left,  the  tenth  Georgia  and  company  "K,"  of  the 
fifty-third  Georgia,  being  on  the  left.  There  were  parts:of  numbers 
of  other  regiments'on  the  slopes  and  in  the  ravines  to  await  orders, 
who  were  sent  to  join  in  the  charge,  using  for  this  purpose  Captain 
Briggs,  and  Lieutenant  Cody,  of  my  staff,  and  Captain  'Holt  and 
Lieutenant  Slade,  of  the  tenth  Georgia;  but  for  some  cause  these 
troops  did  not  come  forward.  The  lateness  of  the  hour,  and  the 
darkness,  would  not  admit  of  further  delay.  About  seven  hundred 
men,  consisting  of  troops  of  my  brigade,  and  detachments  from  reg 
iments  of  other  commands,  as  above  stated,  were  formed  and  moved 
forward  to  the  charge,  silently  and  in  quick  time.  The  charge  was 
made  with  calmness  and  regularity,  for  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards,  in  the  face  of  a  terrific  fire  from  the  enemy's  guns,  con 
sisting  of  six  six-gun  batteries,  and  four  guns  of  a  ten-gun  parrot 
battery,  (six  of  which  had  been  previously  captured,)  and  his  mus 
ketry,  when  unfortunately,  the  right  of  our  line  was  fired  into  from 
the  rear  by  troops  of  other  brigades  of  our  own  army,  which,  with 
the  terrible  fire  poured  by  the  enemy  on  our  front,  caused  the  line  to 
waver,  and  finally  to  break,  the  men  seeking  partial  shelter  behind  a 
number  of  farm  houses  not  more  than  sixty  yards  from  the  enemy's 
nearest  gun.  Our  line  approached  .that  of  the  enemy's  diagonally, 
thereby'throwing  the  tenth  Louisiana,,  which  was  on  the"  right,  fur 
ther  in  advance.  The  dead  of  this  regiment  were  commingled  with, 
those  of  the  enemy,  and  very  near  his  guns.  It  was  here  that  the 
last  was  seen  of  the  gallant  Lieutenant  Colon*!  Waggaman,  while 
leadirtg  his  regiment,  who  it  was  supposed,  was  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner.  Dead  bodies  of  our  men  and  those  of  the  enemy,  were 
found  in  close  proximity  at  and  near  these  houses.  For  half  an 
hour  every  possible  effort  was  made  to  reform  and  again  advance  to 
the  charge,  but  owing  to  the  small  number,  the  lateness  of  the  hour, 
(half  past  eight,  P.  M.,)  the  horror  of  coming  in  deadly  conflict  with 
troops  of  .our  own  army,  and  the  terrible  and  incessant  cross-jire  of 
the  enemy's  artillery  and  musketry,  although  there  was  no  terror 
manifested,  no  demoralization  apparent,  still  the  effort  proved  un 
availing.  Finding  further  efforts  useless,  I,  at  nine  o'clock  at  night, 
ordered  the  troops  to  withdraw "  quietly,  which  was  done.  Having 
been  actively  engaged  for  more  than  three  hours,  I  had  become  so  ex- 
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hausted  as  to  be  almost  unable  to  leave  the  field,  and  could  not  have 
reached  the  camp  that  night  but  for  the  timely  assistance  of  two  of 
my  men.  A  list  of  casualties  has  been  heretofore  forwarded  to  divis 
ion  headquarters. 

My  staif,  Captain  demons,  A.  A.  General,  Captain  Briggs,  A.  D. 
C.,  and  Lieutenants  Cody  and  Redd,  volunteer  aids,  rendered  very 
efficient  service  on  the  field.  They  were  much  exposed  to  the  ene 
my's  missiles,  ball,  shell,  gr^pe  and  bullets ;  but  fortunately,  all  es 
caped  untouched, -except  Captain  Briggs,  who  was  stricken  senseless 
to  the  ground  by  a  grape  shot,  which  had  passed  through  and  killed 
outright,  a  man  in  his  front,  by  which  he  will  be  disabled  for  some 
time.  Individual  cases  of  gallantry  might  be  named,  but  this  is 
deemed  unnecessary  ;  only  the  chivalrous  and  the  brave  were  there 
in  such  close  and  deadly  proximity  to  the  foe.  The  coward  and  the 
skulker  had  long,  ere  the  close  of  the  battle,  sought  safety  in  inglo 
rious  flight  from  the  bloody  field  under  cover  of  the  darkness. 
I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PAUL  J.  SEMMES, 

Brigadier  General* 


feEPORT  OF  COLONEL  BARKSDAi-E  OF  THIRD  BRIGADE 

» 

HKADQUAKTEKS  THIRD  BRIGADE,       ) 
Camp  near  Richmond,  V(f.,  July  24,  1S62.  $ 

Captain  DICKINSON,  A.  A.  Gtneral  : 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  of  the 
part  taken'  bj  this  brigade,  in  the  battles  of  Sunday  the  29th  of  June, 
at  Savage's  Station,  and  at  Malvern  Hill,  on  Tuesday  the  1st  of  July. 

On  Sunday  morning,  we  were  ordered  to  pursue  tlie  enemy,  who 
had  abandoned  his  fortifications  oh  'the  Nine-mile  road,  arid  was  un 
derstood  to  be  retreating  down  the  Yock  River  railroad. 

On  reaching  these  fortifications,  a  firo  was  opened  upon  us  by  the 
enemVs  rear  guard.  The  brigade  was  at  once  ordered  in  line  of  battle, 
and  while  gallantly  executing  this  order,  General  Griffith  fell,  mor 
tally  wounded,  and  was  fyorne  from  the  field  by  Majors  Watts  and 
Hawkins,  of  his  staff,  when  the  command  devolved  upon  me.  Con 
tinuing  the  pursuit,'  I  was  ordered  to  support  General  Cobb,  who  was 
in  the  advance,  should  he  become  engaged  with  the  enemy. 

The  brigade  advanced  in  line  of  battle,  on  the  left  of  the  railroad, 
through  the  thick  woods,  and  over  a  marshy  country,  until  we  reached 
Savage's  Station,  where  an  attack  was  made  on  the  right  side  of  the 
road,  upon  the  enemy,  by  Genera!  McLaws5  <Ji  vision.  The  seven 
teenth  regiment,  Colonel  Holder,  and  the  twenty-first,  Colonel  Hum 
phries,  were  ordered  to  that  side  of  the  road,  and  to  support  Kershaw's 
brigade,  if  it  should  become  necessary  to  do  so. 

About  sundown,  these  regiments  advanced  gallantly  and  promptly 
when  the  order  was  given,  -under  a  severe  fire^  across  an  open  field  to 
the  support  of  a  battery,  and  engaged  the  enemy,  then  strongly 
posted  in  the  woods  beyond  the  field,  and  poured  several  destructive 
volleys  into  his  ranks,  when  messengers  arrived  and  requested  that 
the  firing  should  cease,  as  danger  would  reeult  from  it  to  our  friends, 
who  where  manoeuvring  between  them  and  the  enemy.  The  men 
were  ordered  to  lay  down,  and  night  coming  on,j^id  the  firing  having 
ceased,  they  retired  in  good  order  to  the  woods  in  rear  of  the  battle 
field. 

The  eighteenth  regiment,  Colonel  Griffin,  was  ordered,  after  dark, 
to  the  battle  field,  and  slept  upon  it,  the  enemy,  during  the  night, 
continuing  his  flight. 

On  Monday,  we  continued  the  march,  but  did  not  reach  the  battle 
field  of  that  day,  until  ten  o'clock  at  night.  The  next  morning 
at  daylight,  the  pickets  reported  that  the  enemy  was  advancing.  I 
at  once  ordered  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  and  advanced  across  the 
field  to  a  skirt  of  woods  and  halted,  and  awaited  his  attack,  throwing 
out  several  companies  of  skirmishers,  but  the  report  proved  to  be  un 
founded,  the  .enemy  having,  during  -the  night,  retreated,  leaving  his 
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dead  and  wounded  in  our  hands.  Our  companies  of  skirmishers  captured 
a  number  of  prisoners,  who  were  sent  to  the  rear.  ^ 

About  two  o'clock,  the  enemy  were  discovered  in  a  strong  position, 
and  in  immense  numbers  on'the  Crew's  farm  and  Malvern  Hills.  By' 
your  orders,  given  to  me  in  person,  the  brigade  was  formed  in  the 
woods  in  front  of  the  enemy,  and  in  range  of  his  fire,  both  from  his 
batteries  and  gunboats  in  James  River,  about  one  mile  and  a  half 
distant,  the  men  being  protected,  as  well  as  it  could  be  done,  by  the 
woods  and  brow  of  a  hill.  Here  shot  and  shell  fell  thick  among  us. 
Several  being  killed  and  wounded,  and  among  them,  Major  Moody,  of 
the  twenty-first  regiment,  >vho  was  seriously  wounded  in  the  foot. 

At  about  six  o'clock,  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  advance  upon  the 
enemy,  to  support  our  friends  who  were  already  engaged,  and  if  pos 
sible,  to  take  his  batteries.  The  order  was  promptly  obeyed.  The  bri 
gade  was  formed  in  the  open  field,  and  advanced  upon  the  enemy 
under  a'terrible  fire  of  shell,  grape,  canister  and  minriie  balls,  and 
continued  the  assault  until  night  closed  the  scene,  whnn  it  retired  in 
good  order  to  the  position  it  formerly  occupied  in  tint  woods.  Colonels 
Holder.  Griffin,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brandon,  commanding  twenty- 
first  regiment,  were  all  severely  wounded,  while  gallantly  and  nooly 
leading  their  regiments  iuto  action.  |(  -. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Carter,  commanding  tlu?  thirteenth  re'giinent, 
while  handling  his  men  with  consummate  skill,  was  wounded  and  taken 
from  the  field.  The  command  in  the  thirteenth  regiment,  devolved 
upon  Major  McElroy  ;  in  the  Seventeenth,  on  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Fizer  ;  in  the  eighteenth,  on  Lieutenant  Colonel  Luse,  and  in  the 
twenty- first,  on  Captain  Brooks,  all  of  whom  discharged  their  duties 
bravely  and  with  signal  ability. 

The  entire  command,  although  one- third  of  its  number  fell  upon 
the  field,  maintained  its  ground  with  undaunted  courage,  and  dealt 
bravely  terrible  blows  upon  the  ranks  gf  the  enemy,  as  his  dead  arid 
wounded,  in  front  of  our  lines  the  next  morning  clearly  proved.  1 
am  under  peculiar  obligation  to  Major  Inge,  adjutant  general  of  the 
brigade,  for  his  valuable  assistance  in  both  engagements.  He  was 
prompt  in  the  execution- of  all  orders,  and  constantly  exposed  to  the 
severest  fire  of  the  enemy's  guns,  iu  directing  the  regiments  into 
battle. 

To  Captain  Costiff,  aid-de-camp,  I  am  much  indebted.  He  was 
with  me  in  the  field,  encouraging  the  men  by  his  example,  and  gal 
lantly  discharging  his  duty. 

I  was  deprived  of  the  valuable  services  of  'Majors  Watts  and  Haw 
kins,  by  the  fall  of  General  Griffith,  both  of  whom,  were  ordered  to 
remain  with  him. 

It  is  proper  fcr  me  to  say  that,  twice  during  the  battle,  Captain 
McCarthy's  battery  engaged  the  enemy,  and  that  buth  he  and  his  com 
mand  behaved  with  coolness  and  courge  worthy  of  the  cause. 

Doctor  Gilmore,  senior  surgeon  of  the  brigade,  and  his  assistants, 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  were  indefatigable,  having  the 
wounded  bcrne  from  the  field  as  rapidly  as  they  could  be  found. 
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I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the^departraent  to  this  officer,  who 
,by  his  skill  as  a  surgeon,  and  ability  as  a  physitian,  is  eminently  en 
titled  to  its  favorable  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  BARKSDALE, 
Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 


i 
REPORT  OF  GENERAL  KERSHAW 


HEADQUARTER^    FOURTH   .BRIGAB^,   SECOND  DIVISION, 

Near  Richmond,  July  14,  1862. 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  troops  under  my  coinmnnd,  in  the  recent  battles  before  Rich 
mond  : 

With  the  exception  cf  frequent  movements  of  my  regiments,  under 
orders  from  Maj.  Gen.  Magruder,  and  occasional  attacks  upon  the  out 
posts  of  the  enemy  to  ascertain  their  strength,  resulting  in  the  lose 
to  the>  seventh  regiment  of  one  killed  and-  three  wounded,  and  to 
the  third  'of  several  wounded,  and  the  discovery  that  the  enemy  waB 
at  least  in  his  usual  force  in  our  front,  nothing  of  importance  oc 
curred  in  my  command  until  Sunday  morning,  the  29th. 

At  an  early  hour,  I  received  orders  from  Major  General  McLaws, 
to  send  forward  a  regiment  and  ascertain  the  condition  of  things  in 
front.  I  despatched  the  second  South,  Caroling,  Colonel  Kennedy. 
Some  hours  after,  ,1  received  from  that  officer,  information  that  the 
enemy  had  disappeared,  and  that  he  occupied  his  abandoned  works. 
Immediately  communicating  with  division  headquarters,  I  received 
orders  to  advance  my  entire  command  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Ken 
nedy.  Soon  after  the  arrival  of  this  brigade  at  Fair  Oaks,  my  skir 
mishers,  under  command  of  Major  Gaillard,  of  the  second  regiment, 
became  engaged  slightly  on  the  lei'c,  and  my  whole  command  was  or 
dered  to  advance  cautiously,  across  the  York  River  railroad,  along 
the  Nine-mile  road,  under  repeated  cautions  to  be  careful  not  to  en 
gage  the  forces  of  General  Jackson,  who  were  believed  to  be  advanc 
ing  from  the  Chickahominy  to  our  left.  We  advanced  about  a  mile, 
when  the  firing  along  the  left  of  my  line,  of  skirmishers,  became  gen 
eral,  and  an  artillery  fire  from  our  left  front  was  opened  upon  our 
column.  Having  every  reason  to  suppose'  that  this  might  be  a  col 
lision  with  General  Jackson's  forces,  I  restrained  the  fire  of  my  men 
and  sent  a  regimental  battle-flag  to  the  front  to  be  waved  on  the  VaU- 
road.  At  this  juncture,  I  vas  ordered  to  fall  back  and  take  posi 
tion  with  my  left  resting  on  the  railroad:  Here,  it  became  evident, 
from  the  continuance  of  the  fire  upon  our  lines,  that  the  enemy  was 
in  front  of  us.  . 

About  three  o'ckck,  P.  M.,theother  troops  of  General  Magruder's 
command  being  in  position,  1  received  orders  to  advance  along  the 
line  of  the  railroad,  and  marched  at  once  steadily  in  the  direction  of 
Savage's  Station.  Arriving  at  the  point  from  which  the  enemy  had 
fired  his  artillery,  (the  first  house  on  the  right  of  th,e  railroad,  below 
Fair  Ooaks,)  it  was  ascertained  that  he  had  retireS.  Still  advancing, 
my  right  skirmishers  became  engaged  while  passing  through  the 
wood;  but,  upon  reaching  the  open  plain  beyond,  the  enemy  was  found 
occupying  a  series  of  heavy  earthworks,  at  the  far  end  of  the  fiejd,on 
the  Williamsburg'road.  1  halted  the  command  under  the  brow  of  the 
hill,  sent  for  Kemper's  battery,  and  ordered  forward,  along  a  ravine, 
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near  the  railroad,  to  a  thick  wood  in  front  of  my  Left,  the  second  and 
third  regiments  South  Carolina  volunteers,  to  Hank  the  redoubts,  and 
to  charge  them  if  practicable.  Kemper  arriving,  I  directed  him  to 
open  upon  upon  the  enemy,  which  he  did  with  such  rapidity  and  ef 
fect,  as  to  disperse  them  without  the  aid  of  infantry.  At  this  mo 
ment,  I  received  orders  from  Major  General  Magruder,  to  continue 
my  advance,  and  attack  any  position  H  might  meet  the  enemy 'in.  I 
ordered  my  command  forward,  preceded,  as  before,  by  skirmishers, 
commanded  by  Major  Gaillardy  to  whose  assistance  i  sent  Major  Rutfc- 
erford,  of  the  third  regynerit.  I  signified  to  Major  Brent,  who 
brought  me  the  order,  that,  in  my  opinion,  there  should  be  troops  to 
my  right,  which  only  extended  to  the  Williamsburg  road,  though  my 
skirmishers  were  extended  beyond  to  cover  that  flank.  In  a  few  min 
utes,  I  heard  tfcat  Major  General  McLaws  had  ordered  forward  Gene 
ral  Semmes'  brigade  to  that  position,  continuing  the  advance  through 
the  abandoned  works  and  camps  of  the  enemy,  taking  some  prisoners 
on  the  way,  wre  arrived  at  the  edge  of  the  wood  which  skirts  Savage's 
farm.  Sending  forward  the  line  of  skirmishers  to  brush  fche  wood, 
they  soon  encountered  the  enemy  in  heavy  force,  and  a  formidable  ar 
tillery  fire.  Kemper's  battery  was  placed  in  position  on  the  road  ; 
Colonel  Henagarrs  eighth  South  Carolina  regiment  was  thrown  to  his 
right  across  the  road,  and  the  whole  command  became  engaged.  I 
ordered  the  second  and  third  regiments  to  charge,  which  they  did  in 
gallant  style,  and,  immediately  after,  the  seventh  regiment,  Colonel 
Aiken.  These  regiments  steadily  and  rapidly  advanced,  driving  the 
enemy  before  them,  through  the  wood,  and  well  into  the  field  beyond, 
throwing  them  into  confusion  and  strewing  the  ground  with  dead.  In 
the  meantime,  the  seventh  regiment,  which  was  next  the  Williams- 
burg  road,  found  itself  flanked  by  the  enemy,  who  had  advanced  along 
that  road  in  the  direction  of  Kemper's  battery  and  'the  eighth  regi 
ment,  to  a  position  some  two  hundred  yards  in  our  rear.  Matters 
were  in  this  position,  when  General  Semmes  attacked  on  my  right ; 
the  line  of  his  fire  upon  the  enemy  rendered  the  position  of  my  ad 
vanced  regiments  on  the  left  of  the  road  extremely  hazardous,  and 
Colonel  Aiken  very  properly  fell  back  to  the  general  line  of  battle, 
followed  by  Colonels  Nance^and  Kennedy.  -In  the  meantime,  Kemp 
er's  battery,  flanked  by  the  eighth  regiment,  had  inflicted  terrible  havoo 
upon  the  e.nemy,  whose  dead  lay  in  heaps  along  the  road,  scarcely, 
two  hundred  yards  from  the  battery.  The  conduct  of  both'  officers 
and  men  in  this  engagement  was  most  commendable.  Nothing  could 
exceed  the  gallantry,  self  possession  and  efficiency  of  the  regimental 
commanders,  Colonels  Henagan  and  Kennedy,  Nance  and  Aiken,  to 
whom  my  thanks  are  especially  due. 

Though  my  loss  was  heavy,  it  is  with  pride  and  satisfaction  that 
we  turn  to  five  hundred  dead  of  the  enemy  left  on  the  field  as  attest 
ing  the  bravery  and  efficiency  of  the  troops  engaged  at  Savage's,  and 
that  our  loss  was  fearfully  avenged.  I  regret  to  record  .the  loss  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  C.  Garlington,  third  regiment  South  Carolina 
volunteers,  of  whom  his  commanding  officer  -dost  truly  says,  he  was 
an  officer  of  fine  judgment,  cool  courage  and  commendable  energy.  Ho 
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was  killed  instantly  in  the  act  of  brandishing  his  sword  defiantly. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Goodwyn,  of  the  second  regiment,  and  Lieuten 
ant  Colonel  Bland,  of  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment,  were 
both  severely  wounded,  conspicuously  exposed  as  they  were  in  the 
active  discharge  of  their  duties  in  the  field,  %  Major  Gaillard,  of  tho 
second  regiment,  was  charged  wkh  the  important  an*i  responsible 
duty  of  directing  the  movements  of  the  skirmishers  during  the  day. 
This  duty  he  discharged  with  great  judgment  and  gallantry.  His 
ho.rse  was  killed  under  him  during  the  engagement.  He  was  effi 
ciently  assisted  in  the  duties  of  his  position  by  Major  Rutherford, 
third  S.  C.  V.  Captain  Kemper  and  the  oncer's  and  men  under  his 
command  maintained  the  high  reputation  they  established  at  Vienna, 
Bull  Run,  and  Manassaa.  For  particular  mention  of  such  of  the 
company  officers  as  require  especial  notice,  I  respectfully  refer  to  the 
reports  of  the  regimental  commanders,  which  accompany  this.  This 
action  being  closed  by  the  approach  of  a  stormy  night,  my  command, 
reinforced  by  the  'eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment,  Colonel  Griffin, 
lay  upon  their  arms  on  the  field  of  battle  until  daylight,  when  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  disappeared.  Removing  our 'wounded 
and  burying  our  dead,  we  marched,  under  the  command  of  Major  Gen 
eral  McLaws,  by  the  Enroughty  Town  road  to  New  Market,  arid  pre 
pared  to  bivouac  for  the  night,  but  were  almost  immediately  ordered 
forward  to  the  support  of  General  Longstreet,  then  engaged  with  the 
enemy  at  Frazier's  farm.  On  the  way,  we  were  halted  and  permitted 
to  rest  until  eleven  o'clock,  P.  M  ,  when  we  continued  the  march  to 
Frazier's  farm,  arriving  just  in  time  to  take  our  position  by  daylight 
on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  July.  About  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  we 
advanced  in  line  of  battle  a-s  far  as  the  Willis  Church  road,  where 
the  forces  of  General  Jackson  passed  to  our.  right,  and  we  were  or 
dered  back  along  the  Long  Bridge  road,  several  miles  ts  the  rear, 
where  we  remained  in  line  of  battle  until  four  o'clock  P.  M  ,  when 
we  were  ordered  forward  to  the  open  field  on  the  farm  adjoining 
Crew's  farm.  Here  we  remained  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artil 
lery  until  about  six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  I  was  directed  by 
an  officer  ojf  Major  General  Magruder's  staff  to  -advance  and 
attack  the  enemy's  battery.  Having  no  ^special  instructions  and  no 
knowledge  of  the  ground  or  position  of  the  enemy,  I  led  the  brigade 
in  line  of  battle  through  a  wood  for  half  a  rnile  towards  the  right  of 
the  enemy's  line  of  fire,  exposed  all  the  while  to  a  front  and  flank 
fire  of  artillery,  which  could  not  be  avoided.  During  this  march,  I 
passed  three  lines  of  troops,  who  had  preceded  me  in  the  attack.  Ar 
riving  immediately  in  front  of  that  portion  of  the  enemy  where  I  de 
termined  to  assail  him,  I  was  indebted  to  your  assistance,  Captain, 
for  finding  my  way  to  a  ravine  which  led  immediately  up  to  the  pla 
teau,  upon  which  the  enemy  was  formed.  Availing  myself  of  this 
shelter,  I  led  my  command  up  to  the  Willis  Church  road.  Here  the 
enemy  occupied  the  open  field  in  two  lines,  in  force,  in  my  front, 
forming  an  obtuse  angle,  facing  towards  the  road  in  such  a  mariner  as 
to  flank  any  force  which  might  ascend  the  brow  of  the  hill  in  my 
front.  Between  these  two  linos  of  the  enemy,  at  the  point  of  intersec- 


30) 

tion,  a   battery   of  artillery  was  placed,    pouring   over    our  heads  a 
crushing  shower  of  grape  and  canister,  while  the  infantry  lines  blazed 
with  a  constant  stream  of  fire.     Still  further  to   my" right,  the   artil 
lery  on  the  hill  near  the  orchard,  enfilading  my  line,  and  their  infan 
try  in  Crew's  farm  to   my  right  rear  were  engaged  with   some  of  our 
forces,  whose  line  of  battle  was  parallel  to  my  own.     In  this  position 
we  occupied  a  fence  and  thick   hedge  in  front  of  the  road,   forming  a 
considerable  obsthcle  to   an    advance    along  the   centre  of  my   line, 
while  the  rising  ground  in  front  screened  the   enemy  from   view,  ex 
cept  on  my  extreme  right  and    left.      The    second    regiment,    which 
extended  to  near  the  parsonage,  having  open  ground  in  front,  engaged 
the  left  line  of  the  enemy  with   some  effect,   but  the   rest  of  the  com 
mand   were  powerless   to  accomplish  anything  in  their  then  position, 
and  I  was  satisfied  that  any  farther  advance   at  that   point  would  en 
sure  the"  destruction  of  my  command,  unless  some  change  was  made 
in  the  enemy's  position.     The  nature  of  the  ground  affording  consid 
erably    protection    to    the    men,  I    determined    to  hold  them  there  in 
the  hope  that  some  diversion  by  an  attack,  either  on  the  right  or  left, 
might  be  created  in   our  favor.     After  some  time,  a   galling  fire  was 
opened  from  our  rear,  killing  and  wounding  Hie  men  and  producing  a 
general  feeling  of  uneasiness  in  the  whole  command.      Gapt.  Holmes, 
A.  A.  G.,    and   Lieutenant   Dwight,   A.   A.  I.  G.,  of  my  staff,  went 
back  in  person  to  arrest  the   fire.      Major    Rutherford,  of  the    third, 
regiment,  attempted  to  do  the  same,  and  Corporal  T.  \Vhitner  is  espe 
cially  commended  by  Colonel  Nance   for  having   volunteered   for  the 
same  dangerous  duty.     Finding  that  the  fire  still   continued  for  some 
time,  doing  us  more  damage  than  that   of  the   enemy,   I   ordered   the 
command  to  retire  by  the  route  we  came  to  the  next  road  in  »ur  rear. 
At  this  point,   I  found    Major   Gail  lard   commanding,    reforming  the 
the  second  rt-girnent.      With  this  regiment  I  retired  to  the  i:ext  road  • 
in  our  rear,  where  1  again  halted,  supposing  that  the  other  regiments 
would  he  found  there,  but  owing  to   the   intricacies  of  the   wood  and 
the  approaching  darkness,  the    commanding  officers   conducted   their 
regiments  severally  to  the  field,  whence  we  entered  the  fight.     While 
collecting  on  the  flag  of  the  second  regiment  all  the  men  of  the  brig 
ade  who  came  by,  General  Ewell'rode  up  and  desired   me  to  advance 
my  command  to  support  a  brigade  he  was  a"bout  to  lead  into  action  in 
Crew's  field.     Calling  attention  to  the  small  number  of  men  with  me 
and  mv  desire  to  collect  the    remainder  of  the.  biigade,   I   indicated 
my  unwillingness  to  do  so'  on  account  of  the  inefficiency  cf  any  sup 
port  1  could  render,  but  as  he  became  very  urgent,  I  yeilded  and  led 
the  second  regiment,  under  command  of  Major  Gaillard,  to  the  point 
indicated.     Soon  General    Swell's  forces   appeared,  and  he    led.  two 
regiments  in  beautiful   order   to  the   attack   under   a  terrible   fire  of 
artil-lery  and  intantry.     While  we  were  at  this  point,  Sergeant  Har- 
ley,  color  bearer  of  the  "second   regiment,   exposed  himself  with  gal 
lantry,  worthy  of  especial  mention,  in  his  efforts   to  encourage   and 
animate  the  men  around  him,  and  was  wounded  by  a   fi^fell  while  thus' 
engaged.      Several    regiments   having   arrived   and  taken    position  in 
cur  rear  in  support  of  General  EwelFs  advance,  and  the  infantry  fire 
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having  materially  diminished,  I  brought  off  the  second  regiment  about 
nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  reformed  the  brigade  in  the  field  from  which 
we  had  advanced. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  commend  the  conduct  of  officers  and 
men  for  coolness  and  firmness  under  many  trying  circumstances  on- 
tjiis  occasion,  and  have  nothing  to  regret  but.that  we  were,  by  a  series 
of  accidents,  prevented  from  accomplishing  as  much  for  the  country 
on  this  occasion  by  the  gallantry  and  discipline  exhibited  by  the 
troops  as  we  could  desire,  though  the  losses  of  the  command  attest 
that  it  was  no  fault  of  theirs. 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  the  conduct,  during  these  engage 
ments  and  operations,  of  my  personal  staff  was  such  as  to  entitle 
them  to  particular  commendation.  Captain  C.  R.  Holmes,  A.  A.  G.  ; 
Lieutenant  A.  E.  Doby,  A.  D.  C.,  and  Lieutenant  W.  M.  Dwight, 
A.  A.  I.  G.,  in  bcth  engagements,  and  Mr.  John  A.  Myers,  acting  as 
aid  on  Sunday,  were  assiduous,  active  and  efficient  in  the  discharge 
of  their  varied  duties  on  the  field,  and  distinguished  themselves  by 
high  exhibitions  of  courage  and  sejf-possession  amid  the  the  greatest 
dangers.  I  again  refer  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  commanders 
for  further  particulars.  • 

The  particulars  of  our  losses  are  herewith  forwarded. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  KERSHAW, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  EARLY. 

' 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  BRIGADE,  THIRD  DIVISION, 
,  August  2,  1862.    . 

Captain  G.  C.  BROWN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Third  Division  : 

• 

I  submit  the  following  report   of  the  operation  of  this  brigade  at 
or  near  Malvern  Hill,  on  the  1st  ultimo  : 

On  that  morning,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Lee^to  report  to  Major 
General  Jackson,  for  temporary  duty,  with  one  of  me  brigades  of  this 
command,  and  was  by  him  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  brigade 
lately  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Elzey,  in  the  division  of 
Major  General  Ewell.  Of  this  brigade  I  assumed  command  about 
midday,  on  the  road  leading  from  White  Oak  Swamp  to  Willis'-  Church. 
In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  the  brigade  consisted  of  fragments 
of  the  thirteenth,  twenty-fifth,  thirty-first,  forty -fourth,  fifty-second 
and  fifty-eighth  Virginia  regiments,  and  the  twelfth  Georgia  regi 
ment,  numbering  in  all  about  one  thousand  and  fifty  men  present, 
was  formed,  by  order  .of  General  Ewell,  in  line  of  battle  in  the  woods 
on  the  left  of  the  road  leading  from  Willis'  Church  to  Malvern  Hill, 
where  it  remained  until  very  late  in  the  afternoon,  during  a  heavy 
cannonading  between  the  enemy's  artillery  and  our  own,  an  occa 
sional  shell  falling  near  the  brigade,  doing  no  damage,  however,  ex 
cept  the  killing,  by  the  same  shot,  of  a  private  in  the  forty-fourth 
Virginia  and  a  young  gentleman  named  Field,  who  was  a  volunteer 
on  the  staff  of  General  Walker,  of  the  thirteenth  Virginia  regiment. 
About  sundown,  an  order  was  received  by  General  Ewell,  in  my 
presence,  from  General  Jackson,  through  a  staff  officer,  to  send  my 
brigade  to-  the  right,  to  the  support  of  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill,  and 
the  brigade  was  immediately  put  in  mofion,  and  marched,  under  the 
guidance  of  an  officer  sent  for  the  purpose,  across  the  road,  and 
through  the  woods,  passing  along  the  side  of  the  ravine,  covered  with 
trees  and  thick  undergrowth,  until  the  head  of  it  reached  a  small 
road  leading  across  an  open  bottom  on  a  creek.  Here  the  brigade 
was  halted  for  a  few  minutes,  until  the  guide  could  ascertain  the  routo 
to  be  pursued,  when  it  was  again  put  in  motion,  and  as  the  head  of 
it  arrived  at  'the  open  bottom,  by  the  guide's  direction,  the  brigade 
was  started  across  the  bottom,  and  General  EweJl  and  myself,  with 
my  staff  officers,  were  directed  to  cross  by  a  detour  to  the  right,  over 
an  old  dam,  as  the  only  practicable  way  for  horses.  On  arriving  at 
the  point  where  it  was  expected  to  meet  the  brigade,  nothing  could  be 
seen  of  it,  and  thick  brushwood  excluded  it  from  view.  In  the  mean 
time,  a  large  number  of  men,  retreating  from  the  battle-field,  began 
to  pass  along  the  road  into  which  we  had  then  got,  and  filled  the 
brushwood  mentioned,  producing  great  confusion,  and  rendering  it 
impossible  for  me  to  ascertain  whether  the  brigade  was  passing 
through  the  brushwood.  After  many  fruitless  efforts  to  ascertain  this 
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fact,  I  rode  towards  the  route  over  which  the  brigade  was  started,  as 
far  as  I  couM,  and  found  a  very  deep  ditch,  filled  with  skulkers  from 
the  battle-field,  over  which  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  pass  with  my 
horse.  I  then  rode  around  to  a  point  where  I  could  get  a  view  of  the 
place  at  which  I  separated  from  the  brigade,  and  seeing  none  of  it 
passing,  I  rode  forward  on  the  road  leading  to  the  battle-field,  with 
the  hope  of  finding  the  brigade  emerging  from  the  woods  further  off.  It 
was  then  nearly  dark,  and  I  found  the  road  filled  with  a  large  number  of 
men  retreating  in  confusion,  being  mostly  from  Gen.  Toombs'  Georgia 
brigade.  These  troops,  aided  by  my  assistant  adjutant  general,  Captain 
Gardner,  I  endeavored  to  rally,  but  found  it  very  difficult  to  do  so. 
During  my  exertion. s  to  rally  those  Yuen,  the  twelfth  Georgia  regiment, 
of  my  own  brigade,  came  up,  under  the  command  of  Captain  James 
G.  Rodgers,  and  I  marched  it  off,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Benning, 
with  a  few  men  from  his  regiment,  of  Toombs'  brigade.  These  men 
we-re  formed  in  line,  by  direction  of  Gerferal  £well,.who  had  preceded 
jne  with  some  men  rallied  by  him  in  a  field,  over  which  a  considerable 
body  of  our  troops  had  charged,  in  the  early  part  of  the  engagement, 
and  in  rear  of  some  regiments  then  engaged  with  the  enemy. ^  Here  1 
'was  soon  joined  by  the  thirty-first  and  twenty-fifth  Virginia  regi 
ments,  which  were  brought  up, by  my  aid,  Captain  J.  H.  Early,  who 
had  gone  to  the  rear  to  look  for  the  brigade.  With  these  regiments 
I  remained. on  the  field  during  the  night,  in  the  position  designated 
by  General  Ewcll — Major  General  D.  II.  Hill  being  present  at  the 
time  they  were  posted,  and  for  some  time  thereafter. 

During  the  march  the  brigade  was  exposed  to  a  terrific  cannonading, 
and  shell  were  constantly  bursting  over  and  around  it.  For. some 
time,  the  regiments  with  me  en  the  field,  which  were  ordered  to  lie 
down,  were  exposed  to  the  fiercest  artillery  fire  I  ever  witnessed. 
About  the  close  of  this  fire,  Brigadier  General  Ransom,  with  a  por 
tion  of  his  comman  1,  retired  to  the  rear,  past  my  position,  leaving  nono 
of  our  troops  in  front  of  me.  A  short  time  after  the  cessation  of  the  fire, 
we  heard,  distinctly,  the  rumbling  of  wheels,  indicating  a  movement  of 
the  enemy's  artillery,  arid  a  large  number  of  lights  were  seen  moving 
about  over  the  field,  in  immediate  proximity  to  the  enemy's  position, 
which  were  doubtless  borne  by  persons  from  the  enemy's  lines,  in 
search  of  their  wounded. 

As  soon  as  it  was  light  next  morning,  an  appalling  spectacle  was 
presented  to  our  view  in  front.  The  field,  for  some  distance  from  the 
enemy's  position,  was  literally  strewn  with  the  dead  and  wounded, 
and  arms  were  lying  in  every  direction. 

It  was  apparent  that  the  enemy's  main  body,  with  his  artillery,  had 
retired,  but  a  body  of  his  cavalry,  supported  by  infantry,  was  soon 
discovered  on  the  field  To  the  right,  near  the  top  of  a  steep  hill, 
leading  up  towards  the  enemy's  position,  we  saw  a  body  of  our  own 
troops,  some  distance  off,  lying  dd^n,  which  proved  to  be  a  small  body 
under  Brigadier  Generals  Mahone  and  Wright.  In  the  meantime, 
parties  of  our  men  wore  going  to  the  front  in  search  of  the  wounded, 
and  after  a  demonstration  by  the  enemy's  cavalry!  which  was  aban 
doned  on  the  firing  of  a  few  shots  by  the  Maryland  raiment,  post-ed 
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in  the  woods  some  distance  to  my  left,  the  parties  froto  both  armies, 
in  search  of  the  dead  and  wounded,  gradually  approached  each  other, 
and  continued  their"  mournful  work  without  molestation  on  either  side, 
being  apparently  appalled,  for  the  moment,  into  a  cessation  from  all 
hostile  purposes  by  the  terrible  Bpectable  presented  to  their  view. 
About  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  .the  last  of  the  enemy's  forc.es  retired,  and 
left  the  field  of  battle  to  our  occupation. 

The  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  \\ihich,  on  the  march,  were  in 
front  of  those  who  got  with  me  on  the  field,  not  being  able  to  find  any 
practicable  way  for  marching  over  the  route  designated  by  the  guide, 
across  the  bottom  mentioned,  in  their  efforts  to  discover  mo.  reached 
the  battle-field  at  a  different  point  from  that  at  which  I  had  arrived*, 
and  got  very  near  to  the  enemy  ;  but,  as  it  had  become  very  dark,  and 
amidst  the  confusion,  it  being  impossible  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe, 
they  retired,  and  went  back  that,  night  to  the  position  at  which  the 
brigade  was  first  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.  The  separation  of  the 
brigade  was  caused  by  the  impracticable  character  of  the  route  ovej 
which  it  was  marched,  the  confusion  produced  by  the  immense  num 
ber  of  men  retiring  in  disorder  from  the  field,  and  the  attempt. of  the 
guide  over  a  nearer  route  tlran  that  taken  'by  General  Swell  and 
myself.  The  men  with  me  did'  not  get  under  a  musketry  fire,  and 
were  only  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  within  the 
range  of  round  shot  and  shell. 

I  was  favo»bly  impressed  with  the  deportment  of  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  briga'de.  so  far  as  it  came  under  my  own  observation,  and 
was  particularly  struck  with  that  of  Captain  James  Gr.  Rodger*,  in 
command  of  the  twelfth  Georgia  regiment,  who  led  the  regiment 
through  a  large  body  of  disorganized  men,  who  were  giving  the  most 
disheartening  account  of  the  state  of  things  in  front;  he  all  the  time 
encouraged  his  own  men,  and  endeavored  to  induce  the  fugitives  to 
fall  into  his  ranks,  and  return  to  the  battle-field. 

Subjoined  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  EARLY, 

•J3rig$dier  General,  commanding  Brigade. 
81. 
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COLONEL  STAFFORD'S  REPORT  OF  EIGHTH  BRIGADE. 
* 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTH.  BRIGADE, 

•July  30,  1862. 

Captain  (j.  CAMPBELL  BROWN  : 

SIR:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  division  headquarters, 
requiring  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  late  bat 
tles  before  Richmond,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  state 
ment  of  facts  connected  therewith  : 

-Owing  to  the  illness  of  Brigadier  General  Taylor,  the  command  of 
the  brigade  devolved  upon  Colonel  J.  G.  Seymour,  of  the  sixth  Lou 
isiana  regiment.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  27th  ult.,  (Friday,)  in  the 
charge  at  Cold  Harbor,  Colonel  Seymour  was  shot  from  his  horse  and 
died  a  few  minutes  alter.  I  then  took  command  of  the  brigade,  and 
was  ordered,  by  General  Trimble,  to  form  the  troops  in  line  of  battle 
near  the  edge  of  the  wood.  This  was  done.  It  soon  after  became 
dark  and  no  other  movements  were  made.  The  brigade  remained  on 
the  ground  that  night  and  the  next  morning,  (the  28th-,)  was  ordered 
to  advance  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  who  were  retiring.  On  this  and 
the  two  days  following,  we  continued  to  advance  steadily' forward. 
The  enemy,  on  arriving  at  Malvernllill,  there  made  a  stand  and  pre 
pared  to  resist  our  further  advance.  The  brigade  was|first  ordered 
to  form  in  line  of  battle  near  the  road  on  the  left.  Very  soon,  how 
ever, .our  position  was  changed  to  a  wheat  field  near  by.  This  move 
ment  was  also  countermanded,  and  our  position  again  changed  to  a 
ravine  near  the  enemy's  batteries.  At  dusk,  an  order  was  brought 
(we  then  being  under  orders  of  General  Whiting,  and 'supporting  his 
division,)  to  charge  forward  on  the  battery.  This  order  was  given  by 
an  officer  unknown  to  myself  or  any  of  the  officers  of  my  command. 
Three  of  the  regiments,  the  sixth,  seventh *and  twenty-eighth  Louis 
iana,  advanced  as  ordered.  It  now  being  night,  this  order  was  not 
heard  or  properly  understood  by  the  ninth  Louisiana,  and  no  advance 
was  made  by  that  command.  •  This  charge-  resulted  in  the  loss  of  some 
valuable- lives.  After  the  charge,  the  brigade  being'somewhat  scat 
tered,  was  withdrawn  to  a  gate  and  order  restored.  Leave  was  ob 
tained  of  General  E\gell  for  the  men  to  get  water  at  the  church,  and 
again  advanced  and  remained  at  the  gate,  (near  the  ground  previously 
occupied  by  them.)  During  the  night,  a  portion  of  the  brigade,  how 
ever,  remained  on  the  field  from  which  the  charge  was  made. 

Accompanying  the  report  is  forwarded  a  list  of  the  casualties  of 
the  brigade  in  the  two  engagements,  in  which  it  was  actively  en 
gaged,  viz :  that  of  Cold  Harbor  and  Malvern  Hill,  as  furnished  by 
the  regimental  commanders. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  A.  STAFFORD, » 
Colonel,  commanding  eighth  brigade. 
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LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  in  the  command  of  Major  General  Jack 
son  at  the  Battles  of  Colfl  Harbor,  June  27,  1862,  and  Malvern  Hill, 
July  1,  1862. 

BATTLE  OF  COLD  HARBOR,  JUNE  27,   1862. 


DIVISIONS. 

_,*• 

KILLED. 

WOUNDED. 

MISSING. 

TOTAL. 

AGGBEGATE. 

Officers. 

a 

|| 

Cfl 

m 

. 
Officers. 

Enlisted  ~ 
Men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted 
Men. 

^d 
i2 

'-    W 

Wounded. 

bfl 

c 

°co 

CO 

1 

Jackson's  
Swell's  

9 
8 
13 

125 
38 
142 

30 
23 
46 

442 
172 
806 

1 
2 

9 

134 
46 
155 
254 

472 
195 
852 
1,152 

1 

2 
9 
12 

607 
243 
1,016 
1,418 

"Whiting's  
D.  H.   Hill's.. 

Total... 

« 

589 

2.671 

24  J3.284 

BATTLE 

OF  MALVERN 

HILL, 

JULY 

i, 

1862. 

KILLED. 

WOUNDED. 

MISSING. 

TOTAL.  . 

DIVISIONS. 

§ 

§' 

• 

0 

cq 

^^ 

^d 

.^ 

rd 

2 

*^3  ^^ 

^ 

|r3  '^ 

T3      ^ 

^ 

. 

*     S 

2 

0 
0 

CO 

GJ 
O 

CO 

1 

co 

S 

T3 
fl 

3 

0 

g 

*CO 

co 

.     H 
O 

o 

G 

0 

0 

H 

« 

1= 

g 

^ 

Jackson's 

1 

25 

6 

171 

26 

177 

203 

Swell's  

1 

4 

4 

28 

1 

5 

32 

.1 

38 

Whiting's  .. 
D.  H.  Hill's 

1 

9 

9 

155 

1 

10 
336 

164 
1  373 

1 

37 

175 

1  746 

1 

Total'... 

377 

1,746 

39 

2,162 

GENERAL,   TRIMBLE'S    REPORT    0£   BATTLE    OF    COLD 

HARBOU. 

HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  BRIGADE,  ORANGE  COUNTY,  ) 
Near  Liberty  Mills,  July  28,.  1862.  \ 

Major  General  R.  S.  EWELL, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Valley  District  : 

GENERAL:  In  compliance  with  orders,!  submit  a  report  of  the  con 
duct  arid  operation  of  the  seventh  brigade,  from  June  26th  to  July 
3d: 

On  the  26th,  we  moved  with  the  army  from  Ashland,  in  a  southerly 
direction,  passing  to  the  east  of  M-echanicsyjlle,  in  the  afternoon,  »pr\ 
at  four,  P.  M.,  heard  distinctly  the  volleys  of  artillery  and  musketry, 
in  the  engagement  of  General  Hill  with  the  enemy.  Before  sun 
down  the  firing  was  not  more  than  two  miles  distant,  and,  in  my  opin 
ion,  we  should  have  marched  to  the  support  of  General  Hill  that 
evening. 

On  the   27th,  line  of  battle   was   formed   at  roads    by   eight 

o'clock,  after  which  we  marched  towards  Cold  Harbor,  passing  near 

church.     At  this  point,  distant  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Cold 

Harbor,  line  of  battle  was  again  formed,  about  three  and  a  half 
o'clock,  arid  the  advance  ordered.  After  marching  half  a  mile,  the 
front  was  changed  considerably  to  the  left,  and  orders  received  to 
hasten  to  the  front,  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  fire.  On  reach 
ing  the  vicinity  of  Cold  Harbor,  our  front  was  again  changed  to 
wards  the  left,  under  a.  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  the 
point  indicated  where  we  were  to  engage  the  enemy,  with  the  im 
pressive  caution,  that  the  troops  already  engaged  were  hotly  pressed. 
By  order  of  General  Ewell,'  1  took  the  fifteenth  Alabama,  Colonel 
Oanty,  the  leading  regiment,  down  the  road  loading  from  Cold  Har 
bor  to  McGee's  farm,  crossed  the  swamp,  and  placed  this  and  tho 
twenty- first  Georgia  regiment,  commanded  by  Major  T.  Hooper,  in 
position  to  advance.  The  sixteenth  Mississippi  and  the  twenty-first 
North  Carolina  regiments,  in  the  confusion,  were  cut  off  and  sepa 
rated  from  us  by  several  regiments  who  were  marching  out  of  action 
in  such  good  order  as  showed  they  had  fallen  back  WITHOUT  hard 
fighting.  The  two  regiments  were  ordered  to  advance,  and  soon  con 
centrated  a  furious  fire  of  musketry,  shot  and  shell  from  the  well-se 
lected  position  of  the  enemy.  {Several  regiments  were  met  falling 
back  ;  and,  leaving  the  field,  we  continued  slowly  to  advance  through 
a  dense  wood,  met  by  a  perfect  sheet  of  fire,  under  which  the  killed 
and  wounded  were  falling  fast  in  our  ranks.  Still  the  brave  fellows 
pressed  on,  followed  by  a  Virginia  and  a  Texas  regiment  who 
took  an  active  part  in  the  engagement.  General  Ewell  being  on 
that  part  of  the  ground  directing  the  movements  and  encour 
aging  the  men  with  conspicuous  bravery,  his  presence  alone 
held  the  men  in  position  for  over  an  hour  and  a  half,  under  this  ter 
rific  fire.  I  returned  to  bring  up  the  sixteenth  Mississippi  and  the 
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twenty-first  North  Carolina  regiments,  with  Major  Wharton's  battery. 
I  met  General  Whiting  near  the  Cold  Harbor  house,  who  had  just 
rode  up,  and  asked  me.where  he  had.better  carry  in  his  division.  Con 
vinced  that  our  efforts  were  too  much  concentrated  in  the  previous  di 
rection,  causing  much  confusion,  in  a  dense  wood,  with  the  risk  of  firing 
on  our  own  men,  (as  I  am  sure  had  been  done,)  I  strongly  advised  him 
to  meet  the  enemy  half  a  mile  to  our  right,  (north,)  so  as  to  flank  the 
force  in  our  front,  or  encounter  a  second  body  of  the  foe.  After  re 
sults  showed  that  General  Whiting's  selection  of  the  point  of  attack, 
as  indicated,  was  highly  judicious,  as  he  met  a  reserved  body  of  the 
enemy,  defeated  them  arid  captured  their  battery.  A  few  momenta 
after  the  brief  interview  with  General  Whiting,  Brigadier  General 
Winder  met  me,  arid  said  his  brigade  wag  coming  up,  and  asked  where 
he  should  enter  the  field.  I  directed  him  to  march  well  to  the  left, 
which' he  did,  and  brought  a  timely  support  in  a  perilous  crisis  to 
General  Elzey,  and  other  brigades,  who  had  been  terribly  cut  up  by 
the  terrible  fire  of  the  musketry,  and  the  well-served  batteries  at  Me- 
Gee's  house,  afterwards  capture  1.  These  brief  meetings  over,  I 
sought  the  two  regiments  who  were  awaiting  orders,  uncertain  what 
to  do.  I  decided  to  enlarge  the  front  of  attack,  as  I  had  suggestsd  to 
Generals  Whiting  and  Winder,  and  led  these  regiments  across  the 
road  into  the  pines,  one-third  of  a  mile  to  the  right  (north)  of  the 
first  point  of  attack.  Here,  we  met  two  regiments  coming  out  of  the 
field  in  confusion,  who  cried  out,  <;  You  need  not  'go  in;  we  aro 
whipped  ;  you  can't  do  anything  !"  Some  of  our  men  cried,  "Get  out 
of  our  way,  we  will  show  you  how  to  do  it."  I  formed  my  force,  in 
creased  on  the  left  by  the  fragments  of  other  regiments  who  had  been 
rallied,  as  nearly  parallel 'with  the  line  opposed  to  us  as  I  could  judge 
by  their  fire  through  the  woods,  and  then  rode  along  the  line,  dis 
tinctly  telling  the  men,  in  the  hearing  of  all,  that  "  they  were  now 
to  make  a  charge  with  the  bayonet,  and  not  to  stop  one  moment  to 
fire  or  reload,  by  doing  which  they  remained  longer  under  the  en 
emy's  fire,  and  gave  him  the  advantage  over  us,  posted  ae  he  was,  in 
a  good  position,  and  strengthened  by  fallen  timber  to  obstruct  cur 
advance,  and  that  the  quicker  th.e»  charge  was  made,  the  less  would  be 
our  loss" — leading  them  on  with  perfect  confidence  in  their  pluck. 
The  regiment  advanced  firmly  and  gallantly,  receiving  .heavy  volleys 
of  the  enemy's  fire  from  the  opposite  height,  without  returning  it, 
pushed  on  down  the  hill  and  over  the  trees  felled  in  the  swampy 
ground  to  impede  our  progress,  all  the  time  under  torrents  of 
musketry  fire,  and  bravely  and  rapidly  ascended  the  hill,  cheered  on 
by  the  continuous  shouting  of  the  command,  "Charge,  men,  charge!" 
It  would  have  required  older  and  braver  troops,  and  those  engaged  in 
a  better  cause  to  have  stood  firm  against  an  onset  so  rapid,  so 
resolute,  so  defiant.  The  enemy  were  swept  from  the  hill,  and  re 
treated  rapidly  from  his  strong  position,  and  it  was  not  until  his  fly 
ing  forces  presented  a  strong  temptation,  that  a  destructive  fire  was 
opened  upon  them.  Pursued  to  his  camp,  the  enemy  perceiving  some 
of  our  forces  on  his  flank,  one  regiment  surrendered  in  a  body,  the 
Bothers  fled  down  a  ravine  to  the  Chickahominy. 
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Reaching  the  plateau  which  the  Federal  General  had  judiciously 
selected,  and  so  well  defended  by  artificial  aids,  I  found  a  battery  of 
seven  guns,  the  first  Pennsylvania  artillery,  Captain  'Cater,  which  had 
been  captured  a  few  minutes  before  by  parts  of  several  regiments, 
who  nad,  with  determined  courage,  pressed  forward  at  the  first  point  of 
attack,  with  fearful  losses.  Parts  of  these  companies  of  the  eighteenth 
Alabama,  and  fragments  of  several  companies  of  the  twenty-first 
Georgia  regiments,  were  the  first  at  the  gunS  followed  by  the  fifth 
Texas  and  eighteenth  Georgia. 

Placing  the  twenty-first  North  Carolina  in  charge  of  the  captured 
battery,  my  brigade  slept  on  the  field  from  which  the  enemy  had  fled. 
A  careful  examination  of  the  ground  the  day  after  the  battle,  showed 
as  strong  a  position  as  could  have  been  selected  for  defence.  It  is  an 
elevated  ridge  on  the  southeast  of  the  Chickahominy  rjver,  mostly 
cleared  land  on  its  summit,  surrounded  by  several  more  elevated  points 
admirably  adapted  for  artillery,  and  from  which  an  incessant  fire 
could  be  maintained  against  an  advancing  foe,  over  the  heads  of  its 
own  infantry,  which  was  secured  from  harm  by  the  abrupt  acclivity 
of  the  hill  under  which  they  had  been  posted.  So  that  our  men  had, 
the  4ay  before,  been  exposed  for  over  ten  hours  to  the  combined  fire 
of  shot,  shell,  grape  and  musketry,  to  which  Yankee  engenuity  had 
added  a  sort  of  repeating  gun,  called  a  telescopic  cannon,  discharging 
sixty  balls  per  minute.  Several  of  these  were  captured.  The  natural 
defences  of  Jhe  position  were  strengthened  by  felling  timber  on  the 
hill  side  and  in  the  marshy  ground  of  the  rivulet  at  its  fork,  to*make 
the  progress  of  an  attacking  force  slow  and  longer-  held  under  fire. 
Many  parts  of  the  brow  of  the  hill  were  provided  with  rude  breast 
works  of  logs, '&c.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  fresh  forces 
of  the  enemy  were  successively  brought  into  action  for  several  hours 
to  replace  those  who  had  become  fatigued  or  defeated.  To  repulse  a 
force  double  our  own,  thus  advantageously  posted,  free  from  a  fatiguing 
march  and  liberally  supplied  with  whiskey,  (as  the  canteens  of  dead 
wounded  and  prisoners  proved,)  required  much  more  than  the  ordinary 
exhibition  of  skill  and  daring ;  that  it  was  done  everywhere  along  the 
line  by  troops  who  had  marched  all  day  without  food,  entitle  the  army 
to  the  name  of  the  "indomitable." 

It  is  with  just  pride  I  record  the  fact  that  not  one  of  the  regiments 
of  the  seventh  brigade  came  out  of  the  action  during  its  progress, 
and  that  the  charge  of  the  sixteenth  Mississippi  and  twenty-first 
North  Carolina,  sustained  from  the  first  movement  without  a  falter, 
could  not  be  surpassed  for  intrepid  bravery  and  high  resolve.. 

I  need  not  enumerate  the  gallant  exploits  of  a  brigade  where  every 
officer  and  man  behaved  so  well;  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  allusion  to 
the  conspicious  gallantry  of  Captain  Brown,  of  the  sixteenth  Mississippi, 
and  Captain  Guery,  of  fifteenth  Alabama,  bo-th  shot  dead  in  front  of 
their  companies  while  cheering  on  their  men  to  the  charge;  and  of 
my  aid,  Lieutenant  McKim,  who  rode  by  my  side  or  along  the  line, 
constantly  repeating,  with  inspiring  voice  and  jesture,  the  command, 
"charge  !  charge  !"  Captain  Hall  A.  Alsine  did  signal  service  during 
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the  action  by  bringing  up  and  directing  the  movements  of  fiesh  troops, 
as,  also,  Lieutenant  Lee,  inspector  general,  who  was- slightly  wounded. 

The  subjoined  list  of  killed  and  wounded  best  show  the  severity  of 
.the  conflict,  and  a  comparison  of  those  of  the  different  regiments 
fairly  illustrate  the  superiority  of  a  rapid  charge  over  a  standing  fight, 
not  only  as  the  best  mode  of  securing  victories  but  doing  -it  with 
smaller  loss. 

The  thirteenth  Alabama  and  twenty-first  Georgia,  numbering  one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifteen  men,  stood  under  a  destructive  fire 
for  an  hour  or  more,  returning  ^he  enemy's  volleys  all  the  time,  and 
advanced  only  half  a  mile  with  fragments  of  companies  at  the  close 
of  the  day.  Their  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  two  hundred  and 
fifty-one  men. 

The  sixteenth  Mississippi  and  twenty-first  North  Carolina,  n'um- 
bering  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-four  men,  passed  under 
as  hot  a  fire  an  equal  distance  in  fifteen  minutes,  loeing  in  killed  and 
wounded  only  eighty-five  men. 

Annexed  is  a  sketch  of  that  part  of  the  field  of  battle  on  which  the 
thM  brigade  was  engaged,  but  on  which  is  put  down  only  the  posi 
tions  occupied  by  the  seventh  brigade.  The  Alabama  and  Georgia 
regiments  advanced  in  a  body  no  farther  than  the  swamp  S,  except  the 
fragments  of  those  companies  who  assisted  in  driving  the  enemy  from 
F,  and  taking  the  battery,  The  Mississippi  and  North  Carolina  regi 
ments  advanced  to  B  and  F,  taking  the  battery,  and  with  unbroken 
front,  in  good  condition  to  continue  the  fight. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 

J.  R.   TRIMBLE,  Brigadier  General. 

• 

I  casually  omitted  to  mention  the  name  of  Lieutenant  Yindell, 
adjutant*of  the  twenty-first  Georgia  regiment,  who  behaved  with  dis 
tinguished  coolness  and  bravery,  and  did  signal  service  in  holding  that 
regiment  in  its  position  while  under'the  heaviest  fire. 

J.  R.  TRIMBLE,  Brigadier  General 


GENERAL   TRIMBLE'S, REPORT   OF   OPERATIONS   FROM 

JUNE  28  TO  JULY  1,  INCLUSIVE. 

. 
HEADQUARTERS  BRIGADE,  July  30,  1962. 

Major  General  R.  S.  EWELL, 

Commanding  Division  : 

GENERAL:  I  respectfully  append  bhe  following  as  a  continuation  of 
the  operations  of  the  seventh  brigade  from  June  28th  to  July  1st,  in 
clusive  : 

On  the.  28th  June,  the  brigade  rested  on  the  field  of  battle,  and 
was  chiefly  employed  in  taking  care  of  the  wounded  and  burial  of  the 
dead.  On  Sunday,  29th,  orders  were  received  to  march  down  the 
Chickahominv.  During  the  delay  of  starting.  I  halted,  about  nine 
o'clock,  at  a  dwelling  on  the  battle-field,  and  sent  an  officer  up  a  tree 
which  had  been  prepared  by  the  enemy  as  «n  observatory.  Thi^  of- 
ficer  could,  with  glasses,  plainly  see 'the.  Yankee  forces  moving  south 
ward  from  lleynoldsville,  (General  McCl.ellan'a  headquarters.)  The 
smoke  of  burning  stores  could  also  be  distinctly  seen.  I  wrote  a  note 
addressed  to  General  Lee,  or  General  Jackson,  stating  these  facts,  and 
that  the  Federal  army  were  certainly  retreating.  General  Lee  an 
swered  the  note,  and 'stated  that  the  enemy  were  in  heavy  force  on 
the  right,  and  that  he  had  tried  to  reach  them  with  artillery,  but  with 
out  effect.  Meantime,  four  large  conflagrations  had  becotde  }»lainly 
visible,  and  infantry,  artillery  and  waggon's  were  seen  moving  amidst 
clouds  of  dust,  in  a  southerly  direction.  1  again  wrote  to  General 
Lee,  then  two  miles  distant,  communicating  these  facts,  andjexpressed 
the  opinion  that  the  enemy  were  certainly  retreating  with  great  pre 
cipitation,  as  burning  stores1  were  a  sure  indication,  and  ought  to  be 
vigorously  pursued.  It  was  afterwards  known  that  General  McClel- 
lan  did  break  up  the  camps  on  Sunday  .morning  at  the  place  rqferred 
to,  and  .commenced  a  rapid  retreat. 

Under  previous  orders;  we  continued  our  march,  about  ten  o'clock, 
and,  after  several  halts,  reached  the  York  river  railroad,  near  Bottom's 
Bridge,  about  two  o'clock,  with  the  third  division.  After  marching 
and  countermarching  several  times,  a  halt  of  some  hours  was  made, 
two  miles  north  of  the  railroad.  •  Several  times' in' the  afternoon,  I 
liad  called  attention  to  the  dense  cloud  of  dust  observed  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Chickahominy  ;  that  it  plainly  indicated  a  rapid  retreat  of 
the  enemy,  and  that  our  forces  shoultj,  be  thrown  across  that  stream 
to  intercept  their  flight  or  increase  their  disorder.  A  practicable 
ford  was  discovered  near  the  point  where  we  halted, 'and  General 
Ewell  had  decided,  under  the  discretion  allowed  him,  to  cross  and  at 
tack  them  at  four  o'clock.  But  orders  from  General  Jackson  con 
flicting  with  this,  prevented  so  important  a  movement.  About  sixy 
P.  M.,  the  division  was  marched  back  up  the  Chickahominy,  crossed 
that  stream  in  the  night  at  New  Bridge,  and  bivouacked  at  Reynolds- 
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yille,  twelve  hours  after  the  enemy  and  General  McClellan  had  aban 
doned  that  place.  ? 
'tt  is  deeply. to  he  regretted  that,  from  tne  sufe  indications  of  rapid 
retreat  given  hy  the  Federal  forces,  some  portion  of  our  army  was 
not  thrown  across  the  Chickahominy  that  day  to  fall  on  the  flank  of 
the  enemy's  retreating  columns.  This  could  have  been  safely  an$ 
suddenly  done  at  the  ford  bfcforje  alluded  to. 

On  Monday,  30th,  by  orders,  we  marched,  at  an  early  hour,  over 
the  pame  road  taken  by  the  enemy  twenty-four  hours  before,  and, 
three  miles  distant,  passed  the  battle-field  where  General  Longstreet 
had  engaged  the  enemy  the  afternoon  previous.  At  about  four.  P. 
M.,  we  reached  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  where,  after  an  hour's  en 
gagement  with  artillery,  General  Jackson's  army  bivouacked  for  the 
night,  (including  General  Whiting's. division.) 

On  Tuesday,  July  1st.  we  marched,  by  orders,  at 'sunrise,  crossed 
White  Oak  Swamp,  (the*bridge,  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  causing  some 

hours,  delay,)  continued  by 'slow  marches  to church,  and  formed 

line  of  battle  on  Poindexter's  farm,  opposite  the  Malvern  Hills, 
about  two',  P.  Mi, — the  seventh  brigade,  oh  the  extreme  left.  We  re 
mained  in  position  about  three  hours,  during  the  greater  part  of 
which  timfr  artillery  and  musketry  fiirng  was  heard  on  our  right,  a 
mile  or  two  distant.  At  five,  P.  M.,  Courtnay's  battery  was  put  in 
position,  opened  a  brisk  fire,  which  was  answered. by  heavy  discharges 
from  four  or  five  batteries  of  the  enemy  posted  on  Malvern  Hill. 
After  half  an  hour's  engagement,  doing  good  service,  the  battery  was 
withdrawn  reluctantly  by  an  order  of; General  Whiting,  through  a 
courier,  (staff  officer  R.  S.  E.,)  which* turned  out  to  have  been  in 
tended  for  another  battery. 

At  three,  P.  M.,  that  day,  after  the  enemy's  position  and  disposi 
tion  of  his  forces  had  been  well  reconnoitred  through  a  glass,  and 
plainly  visible,  I  asked  permission  to  move  .through  the  continuous 
woods  to  the  left  and  attack  the  enemy  by  a  surprise  on  his  right. 
This  proposal,  forwarded  to  General  Jackson,  was  declined  by  him. 
About  sundown,  orders  weue  received  to  march  the  seventh  brigade 
to  the  right,  where  the  battle  had  raged  fiercely  for  some  two  hours, 
and  our  troops  repulsed.  I  moved  quickly,  guided  by  an  officer  of 
General  D.  H.  Hill's  staff,  through  a  dense  woods,  in  the  dark,  ex 
posed,  for  a  mile  and  a  half,  to  a  continuous  and  rapid  fire  of  the  en 
emy's  artillery,  and  took  up  a  position  on  t;hat  part  of  the  field  where 
General  Magruder  had  made  his  disastrous  charges  across  an  open 
field,  every  yard  of  which  could  be  swept  by  the  Adverse  artillery. 
This  field  was  about  half  a 'mile  broad,  skirted  by  woods  on  the  left, 
and  a  high  and  abrupt  declivity  descending  to  Turkey  creek,  on  the 
right.  I  reported  to  General  Ewell,  and  a  few  moments  after,  to  D. 
II.  Hill,  who  ordered  the  brigade  to  remain  in  its  position  near  the 
woods,  on  the  edge  of  the  field.  I  proposed,  soon  after,  to  General  D. 
II.  Hill,  to  ride  forward  and  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  position.  It 
was  then  about  nine  o'clock.  We  rode  forward,  and  approached  within 
one^hundred  steps  of  the  batteries,  and  could  hear  plainly  the  ordi 
nary  tone  of  conversation.  The  guns  were  then  firing  on  the  woods 
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to  our  left,  where  the -last  attack  had  been  made  at  right  angles  to  that 
p'art  of  the  field  we  were  in.  I  suggested  to  General  Hill  the  advan 
tage  of  making  an  attack  on  this,  battery,  and  that  it  must  bo  suc 
cessful,  as  the  enemy  would  not  expect  one  from  our  position,  and, 
under  cover  of  the  darkness,  we  could  ajfproach  them  undiscovered. 
General  Hill  did  not  seem  inclined  to  make  the  movement.  We  rode 
back  to  the  brigade,  conversed  some  time,  when  I  again  urged  the 
propriety  of  an  attack,  as  we  could  approach  so  near  undiscovered  as 
to  ensure  success,  the  enemy  having  no  skirmishers  in  our  front  ;  but 
he  declined,  as  before,  to  order  the  attack,  and  directed  me  to  m-ake 
no  further  movement.  I  occupied  this  position  until  about  twelve 
o'clock,  when  all  firing  had  ceased  for  more  than  two  hours,  and  as 
General  E we'll  and  General  Hill  had  both  been  absent  during  this  time, 
I  retired  the  brigade  into  the  woods  to  bivouac  for  the  night,  as  the 
men  were  completely  worn  out,  and  no  furtl^er  action  expected. 

The  next  morning,  by  dawn,  I  went  off  to  ask  for  orders,  when  I 
found  the  whole  army  in  the  utmost  disorder  ;  thousands  of  straggling 
men  asking  every  passer  by. for  their  regiment;  ambulances,  wagons, 
and  artillery  obstructing  every  road,  and  altogether  in  a  drenching 
rain,  presenting  a  scene  of  the  most  woeful  and  disheartening  confu 
sion.  The  seventh  brigade  not  having  been  fairly,  brought  into  ac 
tion,  was  in  good  order  next  morning,  and  prepared  to  move  in  a 
body.  By  six  o'clock,  orders  were  received  -from  General  Jackson, 
whom  I  met  casually,  to  march  to  the  church,  where  we  remained  all 
day  the  2d  of  July.  Thursday,  3d  July,  we  had  orders  to  march  to 
the  front ;  did  so,  and  encamped  about  eight  miles  from  James  river, 
opposite  Westover.  July  4tn,  we  a^nin  marched  to  the  front,  reached 
a  point  about  four  miles  from  James  river,  where  line  of  battle  was 
formed  and  skirmishers  thrown  out  half  a  mile  in  advance,  who  occa 
sionally  exchanged  shots  with  the  enemy's  scouts.  At  night,  -one  of 
my  regiments  was  put  -on  picket.  We  lay  in  camp  until  July  8th. 
We  were  ordered  to  move,  at  dark,  to  the  rear,  and  on  the  10th  of 
July,  encamped  four  miles  from  Richmond.  Scarcely  able  to  march 
from  excessive  fatigue  and  prostration,  "the  result  of  constant  fight 
ing  and  marching  in  a  country  where  air  and  water  were  both  im 
pure,  and  rapidly  breaking  down  the  health  of  .the  army. 

I  append  below,  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  before  men 
tioned  engagements. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  R.  TRIMBLE, 

Brigadier  General. 
LIST  OF  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED. 

Sixteenth  Mississippi  regiment,  enlisted  men,         -  -     3 

Fifteenth  Alabama,      -  -     4 

Twenty-first  North  Carolina,  .     8 

Total,  -  -16 

J.  E.   DOUTHIT, 

Assistant  Surgeon. 
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On  the  above  report  was  the  following  endorsement :" 

This  report  was 'handed  in  by  General  Trimble  after  the  comple 
tion  of  ray  report.  Some  portions  of  it  may  require  explanation, 
but  time  is  not  sufficient  to  alter  mine,  already  delayed. 

R.  S.  EWELL. 


• 


COLONEL  WALKER'S  REPORT   OF  OPERATIONS  OF  THE 
FOURTH  BRIGADE  AT  GAINES'  MILL. 


•  HEADQUARTERS  THIRTEENTH  VIRGINIA,  ) 

Augw.t  2,   1862.  r 

Lieutenant  G.   CAMPBELL  BROWN, 

A .   A.    Genend  : 

In  compliance  with  instructions  from  division  headquarters,  direct 
ing  me  to  report  the  operations  of  the  fourth  brigade  at  the  .battle  of 
Games'  Mill,  fought  on  the  2?th  of  June,  I  have*  the  honor  to  report 
that  I  was  not  called  upon  to  take  command  of  the  brigade  until  after 
General  Elzey  was  wounded  late  in  the  evening,  and  that  I. knew 
nothing  of  the  movements  of  any  regiment,  except  my  own,  prior  to 
that  time.  When  informed  that  General  Elzey  had  been  wounded 
and  carried  from  the  field,  I  went  in  search  of  the  other  regirnentsrof  • 
the  brigade,  but  General  Elzey's  aids  having  all 'been  killed  or 
wounded,  I  *(rag  only  able  to*  find  the  thirty-first,  fifty-eighth,  and 
forty-fourth  Virginia.  These  regiments  remained  in  the  action  unjil 
dark,  when  I  directed  thoin  to  withdraw  to  Butler's  church  to  rest  and 
procure  ammunition. 

The  next  morning,  the  remaining  regiments  of  the  brigade,  vra  : 
the  twelfth  Georgia  and  the  twenty-fifth  and  fifty-second  Virginia,  re- 
poited  to  me,  they  having  been  detached  the  day  before  by  General 
Elzey  to -support  batteries. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment 
for  particulars  and  for  list  of  killed  and  wounded.  My  own  regiment, 
thirteenth  Virginia,  was  sent  forward  as  skirmishers  in  the  morning 
and  killed  and  wounded  five  or  six  of  the  enemy  and  took  some  twenty- 
five  prisoners.  In  the  evening  it  was  in  the  hottest  of  the  fight  and 
both  officers  andlnen,  with  a  few  exceptions,  behaved  well  and  fought 
with  a  determination  and  bravery  worthy  the  cause  in  which  we  are 
engaged.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  kille'd  and  wounded  was  very 
heavy  in  proportion  to  the  number  engaged.  Only  about  two  hun 
dred  and  fifty  went  into  action,  and  .of  that  number  one  hundred  ;and 
twelve  were  killed  and  wounded.  The 'loss  in  company  officers  was 
particularly  heavy  and  is  the  best  evidence,  of  the  gallant  manner  in 
which  they  discharged  their  duties.  • 

I  beg  leave  to  add  iny  humble  testimony  to  the  gallantry  of  Capt.  ' 
Wm.  H.  Shearer,  who  was  mortally  wounded. while  bravelv  encour 
aging  his  men.  Also  to  that  of  Captain  C.  G.  Cooke,  of  company 
A;  First  Lieutenant  F.  D.  Sherrard,  of  company  K,  and  Lieutenant 
Strait,  of  "company  H,  all  of  whom  fell  like  brave1  %and  true  men  at 
their  posts.  ^H*  <ui 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

J.  A..  WALKER,    i> 
^Colmtel  Thirteenth  Virginia  Regiment. 


GENERAL    HOOD'S    REPORT    OF    BATTLE    OF    GAINES' 

MILL. 

. 
.HEADQUARTERS  TEXAS  BRIGADE,  ) 


July   10, 

Major  J.  H.  HILL,  A.  A.  G.  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
enacted  in  the  engagement  o/  the.  27th  ultimo,  near  Gaines'  "Mill,  by 
this  brigade  : 

Arriving  on  the  field  between  four  and  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  was 
informed  by  Colonel  J.  M.  Jones,  of  Gener^  EwelFs  staff,  that  his 
troops  were  hard  pressed  and  required  assitance.  Line  of  battle  was 
formed  at  once,  with  the  Hampton  legion,  Lieutenant  Colonel  M.  M. 
Gary  commanding,  on  the  left,  with  orders  to  gain  the  crest  of  the 
hill  in  the  woods  and  hold  it,  which  they  did.  The  fifth  Texas,  Col. 
J.  B.  Robertson  commanding,  engaging  the  enemy  on  the  right  of 
the  legion,  and  the  first  Texas,  Colonel  A.  T.  Rainey  commanding, 
on  the  right  of  the  fifth  Texas.  The  brigade  moved  gallantly  forward, 
K  on  becoming  engaged  from  left  to  right.  The  battle  raged  with 
great  fury  all  along  the  line  as  these  noble  troops  pressed  steadily  on, 
forcing  the  enemy  to.  gradually  give  way.  Directing  in  person  the 
fourth  Texas  regiment,  Colonel  John  Marshall  commanding,  on 
the  right  of  my  line,  they  were  the  first  troops  to  pierce  the,  strong 
line  of  breastworks  occupied  by  the  enemy,  which  caused  great  con 
fusion  in  their  ranks.  Here  the  eighteenth  Georgia,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  S.  L.  Ruff  commanding,  came  to  the  support  of  the  fourth 
Texas;  and  the  regiments  pressed  on  over  a  hotly  contested  field,  in 
clining  from  right  to  left,  with  the  fifth  Texas  on  their  left,  taking  a 
large  number  of  prisoners  and  capturing'  fourteen  (14)  pseces  of  ar 
tillery,  when  night  came  on  and  further  pursuit  of  the  enemy  ceased. 
The  guns  were  captured  by  the  fourth  Texas  and  eighteenth  Geor 
gia  and  a  regiment  was  taken  prisoners  by  the  fifth  Texas  regiment. 

In  this  engagement,  I  regret  to  report  tie  loss  of  many  gallant  offi 
cers  -and  men.  Among  those  who  fell,  either  killed  or  mortally 
wounded,  were  Colonel  John  Marshall,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Warwick, 
Captains  E.  D.  Ryan,  J.  \V.  Hutcheson,  P.  P.  Porter,  T.  M.  Owen,' 
A.  A.  G.,  and  Lieutenants  R.  J.  Lambert,  C.  Rich,  D.  L.  Butts,  D. 
P.  Lyons,  T.  II.  Halleman,  of  the  fourth  Texas;  Lieutenants  J.  E. 
Chute  and  W.  G.  Wallace,  of  the  fifth  Texas  ;  Captain  B.  F.  Benton, 
first  Texas;  Lieutenants  L.  A.  McCullough,  T.  J.  Cohn,  Thos. 
Dowden,  of  the  eighteenth  Georgia  ;  also,  Major  Key,  of  the  fourth 
Texas;  Colonel  Rainey,  of  the  first  Texas,  and  Colonel  Robertson, 
of  .the  fifth  Texas,  received  severe  wounds  while  nobly  discharging 
.  their  duty.N  On  the  field  officers  of  the  fourth  Texas  being  killed  or 
wounded,  the  command  of  the  regiment  devolved  on  Capt.  (DOW  Major) 
W.  P.  Townsahd,  who  led  it  most  gallantly  .•There  are  many  ofher 
officer-  -UM!  men  distinguish'ed  for  their  noble  deeds  on  that  day,  for 


318 

which  I  will  have  to  refer  you  to  reports  in  detail  of  regimental 
commanders.  During  the  engagement,  most  efficient  service  was  ren 
dered  me  in  gallantly  leading  forward  troops  and  transporting  orders 
by  Captain  W.  II.  Sellers,  A.  A.  G.  ;  Lieutenant  J.  T.  Hunter,  of 
the  fourth  Texas,  A.  D.  C. ;  Colonel  J.  II.  Murray,  and  General  T. 
J.  Chambers,  of  Texas,  and  Major  B.  H.  Blanton,  of  Kentucky  vol 
unteer  aid-de-camp — Lieutenant  D.  L.  Subjett,  A.  D.  C.,  being  or 
dered  to  remain  with  the  ordnance  train.  I  also  take  great  pleasure 
in  acknowledging  the  distinguished  services  rendered  me  by  Lieuten 
ant  James  Hamilton,  of  General  Taylor's  staff.  As  to  the  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  men,  one  and  all,  too  much  cannot  or  even  will  be  said 
in  their  praise 

The  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  casualties,  the  detailed  list  ac 
companying  report :  Killed,  eighty-nine  ;  wounded,  four  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  ;  mis Ag,  four. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  HOOD, 
Brigadier  General  commanding  Texas  Brigade. 


i 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  WISE. 

HEADQUARTERS  OF  BRIGADED 
Chqffin's  Farm,  July  16,   1862. 

T«  ARCHER  ANDERSON,  A.  A.   G.  : 

4 

MAJOR  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  Major  General  Holmes, 
I  send  you  the  following  report.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th  June 
last,  my  aid,  Lieutenant  J.  J.  Wise,  brought  me  a  verbal  message 
from  General  Holmes  that  he  was  advancing  to  meet  the  enemy  and 
inquiring  whether  I  could  join  him,  as  his  forces* were  few  and 
fatigued.  I  then  had  three  regiments  of  infantry,  the  fourth,  twenty- 
sixth  and  forty-sixth  Virginia  volunteers,  and*  four  batteries  of  light 
artillery,  under  strict  orders  to  guard  and  support  the  heavy  batteries 
at  Chaffin's  Bluff.  General  Holmes,  in  the  message  delivered  to  me, 
disclaimed  giving  me  orders,  but  suggested  rather  that  he  needed  rein 
forcements, 'and  enquired  whether  I  could  aid  him..  I  immediately 
assumed  the  responsibility  of  ordering  to  his  command  the  twenty- 
sixth,  Colonel  Page,  and  the  forty-sixth,  Colonel  Duke,  and  Andrew's 
and  Rives'  batteries,  under  Major  Stark,  leaving  of  these  only  small 
camp  guards,  and  the  fourth  regiment  and  French's  and  Armistead's 
batteries  to  guard  the  bluff.  On  the  30th  of  June,  the  twenty-sixth 
regiment,  by  morning  report,  had  thirty-one  officers,  seventy  non 
commissioned  officers,  and  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  privates  ;  the 
forty-sixth  had  thirty-one  officers,  sixty-four  non-commissioned  offi 
cers  and  three  hundred  and  six  privates  ;  and  twenty  privates  of  each 
for  guard.  The  total  of  .infantry  was  sixty-two  officer's,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-two  non-commissioned  officers  and  six  hundred  and  twenty 
privates;  aggregate  infantry,  eight  hundred,  and  fourteen.  The*  ar 
tillery  corps  had  :  Company  A,  Captain  Andrews,  four  pieces,  four 
officers,  nine  non-commissioned  officers,  sixty-three  privates  ;  company 
C,  Captain  Rives,  four  pieces,  two  officers,  seven  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  sixty-two  privates.  Total,  six  officers,  sixteen  non 
commissioned  officers,'  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  privates ; 
making  in  all,  infantry  and  artillery,  the  aggregate  of  nine  hundred 
and  sixty-one  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates.  I 
commanded  these  in  person,  and  was  attended  by  rriy  official  aid  and 
two  volunteers — Lieutenant  J.  J.  Wise,  Captain  George  D.  Wise, 
(who  acted  as  volunteer  aid  of  General  Holmes,)  and  Lieutenant 
Barksdale  Warwick.  ' 

As  early  as  possible  after  General  Holmes  passed  with  his  force,  I 
followed,  and  reported  to  him  at  the  Drill  house,  near  New  Market. 
There,  finding  President  Davis,  I  submitted  my  action,  in  joining 
General  Holmes  without  orders,  to  him,  and,  he  approving,  I  took 
orders  from  General  Holmes.  He  posted  me  in  position  on  the  ex 
treme  right  of  the  high  grounds  near  New  Market.  Rives'  battery, 
on  the  left,  wa<»  supported  by  the  forty-sixth  ;  Andrews',  on  the  right. 
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by  the  twenty-sixth.  In  this  position  we  remained  until  ordered  to 
advance  on  the  evening  of  the  3(Jth.  .  I  was  ordered'  to  follow  the 
brigade  of  Colonel  Daniel,  and  brought  up  the  rear,  which  threw  me 
'on  the  extreme  right,  on  the  River  road,  leading  past  Malvern  Hill 
and  over  Turkey  creek  bridge.  When  I  arrived  in  position  on  the 
-narrow  road.  I  found  it  obstructed  by  Burrough's  cavalry,  and  or 
dered  it  out  of  the  way  of  my  infantry,  so«that  I  might  join  my  line 
to  that  of  Colonel  Daniel's  infantry.  The  forty-fifth  North  Carolina 
regiment,  ?  am  informed,  of  Colonel  Daniel's  command,  was  in  jux 
taposition  to  my  twenty-sixth  regiment.  Major  Burroughs  moved 
his  cavalry  in  advance  of  my  position,  and  in  the  rear  of  the  forty- 
fifth  North  Carolina  regiment.  There  was  a  corps  of  cavalry, 
Baker's,  I  am  told,  in  advance  of  that  of  Burroughs.  •  The  enemy 
commenced  a  heavy  shelling  of  the  road,  and  of  the  open  field  on  i'ts 
right  and  left.  In  a  few  moments  -the  cnvalry,  said  to  be  Baker's, 
wheeled  into  the  field  on  the  left,  rode  irregularly  around  that  field, 
and  in  a  short  time*  came  rapidly  past  the  infantry  in  the  road ;  in  a 
few  moment^  more,  artillery  horses,  loose,  then  a  caisson,  and  then 
guns,  said  to  be  Branch's  battery,  came  stampeding,  in  wild  confu 
sion,  by  and  through  my  line  ;  and  these  were  followed,  in  confusion, 
by  the  regiment  next  to  the  twenty-sixth,  of  my  brigade,  said  to  be 
the  forty- tifth  North  Carolina.  It  was  with  difficulty  my  men  could 
avoid  serious  damage  by  this  wild  rout  of  cavalry,  artillery  and  in 
fantry.  But  I  am  proud  to  say  that  both  of  my  regiments  and  my 
artillery  maintained  their  posts  firmly,  without  a  man's  moving  until 
$hey  were  ordered.  This  position  was  on  the  road  where  the  River 
road  joins  the  Quaker  r  >ad,  west  of  a  branch  of  Turkey  creek,  with 
a  wood  and  that  branch  between  it  and  Malvern  Hill  ;  distance  from 
the  hill  about  six  hundred  yards,  with  the  woods  and  creek  inter 
vening. 

Late  in  the  evening,  I  was  ordered  back  to  take  position  where  the 
River  road  joins  the  Long  Bridge  road,  and  there  my  force  bivouacked 
for  the  night  of -the  3Dth.  On  the  morning  of  the  1st  cf  July,  I  was 
orderec^  again  to  take  position,  as  at  first,  on  the  right  of  the  high 
grounds  of  New  Market.  And  again,  later  in  the  day,  I  was  ordered 
to  leave  the  front,  advancing  upon,  the  enemy  down  the  river  road. 
I  was  halted  in  the  road,  in  front  of  Curl's  Neck,  with  a  woods  on  the 
left,  and  deployed  to  the  left,  aligned  in  the  woods.  There  my  artil 
lery  was  posted,  north  of  the  open  field  where  the  Quaker  road  meets 
the  river  road. 

Late  in  the  evening  I  was  ordered  to  advance  with  my  infantry,, to 
mount  the  fence  and  pass  the  field  in  double-quick.  When  I  came  to 
the  field  I  was  again  halted,  and  my  men  fell  back  into  the  edge  of 
the  woods  to  avoid  the  shells  of  the  gunboats.  In  a  short  time  1  was 
ordered  to  move,  and  passed  the  field,  until  I  came  up  to  the  fence 
dividing  it  from  the  Quaker  road.  This  brought  my  forces  to  within 
about  four  hundred  and  fifty  or  five  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's 
batteries,  the  woods,  swamp  and  creek  intervening,  and  it  being  quite 
dark. 

Before  this  advance  across  the  field,  the  heavy-volleys  of  musketry 
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opened  on  the  left  at  about  six,  P.  M.,  ami  continued  until  about 
nine,  P.  M.  Whilst  halted  at  thtf  Quaker  road,  the  cheers  of  the 
combatants  were  distinctly  heard. 

*  At  about  nine,  or  half-past  nine,  P.  M.,  I  was  ordered  to  fall  baok 
to  the  other  side  of  the  open  field.  I  was  commanded  by  Major  Gea- 
eral  Holmes  in  person,  and  bivouacked  with  him  iu  that  field  on  the- 
night  of  the  1st  of  July.  During  the  night,  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  retreating  were  distinctly  audible. 

A  drenching  rain  came  on  next  morning  and  Sooded  the  woods 
where  our  men  slept,  and  we  were  early  ordered  back  to  where  the 
River  road  joins  the  Long  Bridge  road.  Late  in  the  evening  of  the 
2nd,  I  received  orders  from  General  Lee  to  return  to  thi^post,  where 
I  have  since  remained.  The  accompanying  map  will  show  or  illus 
trate  my  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A,  WISE, 
Brigadier  General. 


REPORT  OF  ADJUTANT  PEARCE. 

HEADQUARTERS  CHAFFIN'S  FARM,  July   16,   ISl 
To  Brigadier  General  HENRY  A.   WISE  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  force  you  left  here  with, 
on  the  morning  of  the  30th  June,  as  follows : 

Twenty-sixth  Virginia  regiment,  Colonel  P.  B.  Page — 31  officers,  70 
non-commissioned  officers,  354  privates. 

Forty-sixth  Virginia  regiment,  Colonel  R.  T.  W.  Duke — 31  officers, 
64  non-commissioned  officers,  306  privates. 

Artillery  corps,  two  companies,  (Major  Stark,) — Company  A,  Captain 
Andrews — 4  pieces,  4  officers,  9  non-commissi%ned  officers,  63  pri- 
Tates.  Company  C,  (Japtain  Rives— r4  pieces,  2  officers,  7  non 
commissioned  officers,  62  privates. 

Total — 68  commissioned  officers,  935  enlisted  men. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H,  PEARCE,  A,  A.  G. 


. 

REPORT    OF    COLONEL  DANIEL    OF    OPERATIONS    OF 
THIRD  BRIGADE. 

s 

HEADQUARTERS  BRIGADE,  DEP'T  NORTH  CAROLINA,  ) 
Camp  near  Petersburg,  July  1C,  1862.       ] 

Major  A.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Department  North  Carolina  : 

MAJOR  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  just  received,  dated  Julj 
IGth,  1865^1  have  the  honor  to  make. the  fallowing  report  of  the  op 
erations  of  my  command,  on  the  north  side  of  the  James  river : 

Agreeable  to  orders  from  Major  General  Holmes,  I  left  Drewry's, 
Bluff  011  the  29th,  with  my  command,  consisting  of  my  own  regiment, 
the  forty-fifth  North  Carolina  troops,  Colonel  Keenan's,  the  forty- 
third  North  Carolina  troops,  and  Colonel  Craton's,  the  fiftieth  Nprth 
Carolina  troops,  Brem's  and  Graham's  field  batteries,  the  former  of 
six  and  the  latter  of  four  pieces,  and  Burrough's  battalion  of  cavalry, 
in  all  about  seventeen  hundred  effective  nten,  and  crossed  the  James 
river  at  the  pontoon  bridges,  about  twelve  o'clock,  M.,  of  that  day, 
andgjpicamped  with  Walker's  brigade,  by  order  of  the  Major  General 
commanding,  on  the  Mill  road,  near  the  Newmarket  road 

The  next  day,  we  continued  the  march,  at  an  early  hour,  following 
the  Newmarket  road,  leading  towards  tho  enemy  s  left,  and  arrived  upon 
the  field  of  action  at  about  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  Upon'gettirg  near  the 
field,  I  received  orders  from  General  Holmes  to  order  the  artillery 
forward  to  the  fork  of  the*  road  in  front  of  us,  and  there  to  report  to 
Colonel  Deshler,  chief  of  ordnanc.e,  and  to  order  Major  Burroughs, 
with  his  cavalry,  to  report  to  Colonel  llotser,  and  to  haltjny  infantry 
a  little  in  the  rear  of  the  forks  of  the  road,  am}  there  to  a.wait  further 
orders.  As  I  was  marching,  by  order  of  the  General,  with  my  artil 
lery  in  front,  and  cavalry 'in  rear,  I  directed  Captains  Graham  and 
Brem  to  move  forward  and  report  to  Colonel  ^be^iler,  arid  did  not  see 
these  batteries  any  more  until  I  saw  them  leaving  the  field,  when 
Captain  Graham's  battery  was  almost  completely  disorganized,  and 
-with  two  pieces  and  two  caissons  less  than  wh.  n  it  left  me.  This 
battery,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  left  the  field  without  proper  orders, 
f,:  ;ii  great  disorder  as  will  be  seen  in  my  special  report,  handed  in 
some  time  since. 

For  the  operations  of  Captain  Brcm's  battery,  I  respectfully  refer 
you  to  his  report. 

At  the  time  that  I  ordered  these  batteries  to  report  to 'Colonel 
De,ahler,  I  ordered  Major  Burroughs,  through  a  staff  officer,  to  re 
port  to  Col.  Rosser  in  a  field  upon  the  right  of  the  road,  and  in  rear 
of  our  position.  Seeing  Colonel  Rosser  a  short  time  after  this,  and 
learning  that  he  Avould  move  his  cavalry  from  a  field  on  the  right  of 
the  road  to  the  left,  §nd  in  front  of  us,  I  sent  an  officer  to  direct 
Major  Burroughs  to  turn  into  the  field  on  the  left  instead  of  the  right. 

r       ,  , 


323 

About  this  time,  the  gunboats  opened  a  very  heavy  fire  upon  my  line., 
and  after  the  first 'few  discharges,  the  cavalry  became  confused  and 
partially  disorganized,  and  commenced  leaving  the  field  in  great  dis 
order,  so  much  so  as  to  seriously  injure  some  of  the  infantry,  by 
running  through  their  ranks.  After  this,  I  did  not  see  them  again, 
as  they  were  placed  under  the  orders  of  Coltfnel  Rosser. 

The  position  occupied  by  mv  command  was  in  the  road,  with  a  cul 
tivated  field  intervening  between  it  and  the  river,  distant  from  nine 
hunjdred  to  a  thousand  yards,  with  an  open  field  in  front  of  the  cen 
tre  and  some  woods  opposite  the  .extreme  right  and  left.  This  posi 
tion  was  reached  by  three  distinct  fires  from  the  gunboats  in  the  river, 
from  a  battery  in  front,  which  Colonel  Deshler,  chief  of  ordnance, 
thinks  had  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  guns,  and  from  a  battery  tha,t 
I  afterwards  understood  was  firing  on  General  Longstreet's  command.  . 
The  road  being  worn  away  from  use,  presented  the  best  co'ver  from 
the  enemy's  fire.  I  therefore  directed  the  infantry  to  sit  down  in  the 
road  for  protection. 

During  the  stampede  of  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  I  received  an 
order  from  General  Holmes,  to  send  him  an  infantry  regiment.  I 
immediately  ordered  my  regiment  to  proceed  to  the  point  designated, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Morehead.  This  regiment 
moved  off  in  good  order,  but  was  stopped  by  the  rout  of  the  artillery, 
which  almost  completely  blocked  up  the  road.  It  was  at  this  time, 
under  a  terrible  fire,  and  from'the  confusion  of  the  the  artillery,  und , 
from  fear  of  btirig  run  over  by  it,  it  left  the  road  in  some  disorder. 
Seeing  this,  I  proceeded  there  and  rallied  it  ig  a  few  moments,  and  itT* 
then  marched  off  in  good  order  to  report  to  the.  General  commanding.  It 
lost  two  killed  and  fourteen  wounded.  In  addition  to  this?  there  were 
several  others  seriously  hurt,  by  being  run  over  by  the  cavalry  and 
artillery.. 

During  the  stampede^  the   cavalry   and  .artillery,  the  forty-third  . 
and  fiftieth  regiments  bmh.  becanle   slightly   confuted,  but  were  soon 
rallied,   and   remained  a^eady  the   balance   of  the   evening.      In  the 
forty-thin?,  there  was  |Be  wounded,  and  in   the  fiftieth,  there  were 
seven  wounded.     These  \hree   regiments   were  all  new,  ai^d  behaved  . 
well  under  the  circumstances. 

.My  nnff  "officers.  Mf^Dr  Kdmun^on,  Captain  Badger.  Lieutenants 
Hammond  and  Bond,  behaved  with  coolness  and  bravery,  and  .\vere  of 
great  assistance  t'o  me. 

In  svliiuion  to  this  list  of  casualties,  please  add  the  number  of  cas* 
ualties  ia  Brem's  bajtery. 

About  t;e u  o'clock,  on  the  night  of  the  30th  ultimo,  we  marched  to 
the  rear  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  by  order  of.  the  Major  General  com 
manding,  to  find  water  and  a  camping  ground.  The  following  even 
ing,  we  took  a  position  in  line  of -battle,  nea^tne  position  occupied 
the  previous  evening,  and  remained  in  line  of  battle  all  night,  and 
until  rine  OF  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning,  when  we  marched  some 
three- quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  i^ar,  by  order  of  the  Major  General 
commanding,  for  water  and  a  camping  ground.  That  evening,  about  ' 
six  o'clock,  we  received  orders  to  march  immediately  to  Drewry's 
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Bluff.  I  took  up  the  march  immediately,  recrossed  the  river  at  the 
pontoon  bridge  early  in  the  morning,  and  reached  -Drewry's  Bluff 
about  half-past  eight,  A.  M. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 
Colonel  forty -Jifth  N.  C.  Troops,  commanding  33  brigade. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  MANNING  OF  OPERATIONS  OF 
FOURTH  BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  BRIGADE,  DEP'T  N.  C.,  > 
Camp  Lee,  July  16,  1862.          J 

Major  ARCHER  ANDERSON,  A.  A.  General: 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  brigade  during  the  recent  engagements  in  front  of 
Richmond  : 

Thursday  night,  June  26th,  orders  were  received  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  for  the  fourth  brigade,  Brigadier  General  J.  G.  Walker  com 
manding,  to  cross  the  James  river,  and  reinforce  Major  General  Huger'e 
division.  The  brigade,  composed  of  the  third  Arkansas,  thirtieth  Vir 
ginia,  fifty-seventh  Virginia,  twenty-seventh  North^  Carolina  and 
forty-sixth  North  Carolina  regiments, 'and  second  Georgia  battalion, 
Captains  French  and  Branch's  light  batteries  and  Captain  Goodwin's 
cavalry  company,  in  all  amounting  to  about  four  thousand  men  and 
officers,  crossed  the  pontoon  bridge  and  reached  General  Huger.  about 
twelve  o'clock,  M,  on  Friday,  the  27th  June.  Whilst  with  General 
Huger's  division,  the  fifty-seventh  regiment  Virginia  volunteers  was 
relieved  from  duty  with  this  brigade,  and  in  its  place  Col.  R.  C.  Hill's 
forty-eighth  regiment  North  Carolina  troops  was  substituted.  Friday 
night,  the  brigade  was.vordered  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  on  a  bridge 
thrown  across  the  stream  by  the  enemy,  which  was  accomplished  by 
noon  Saturday,  and  the  command  moved  down  and  bivouacked  on  the 
battle  fiejd  of  the  day  before,  where  they  remained  until  Sunday  morn-r 
ing,  when  orders'  came  to  recross  the  Chickahominy  and  report  to 
Major  General  Huger  again.-  The  troops  were  crossed  by  daylight 
Sunday  morning,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  General  Huger's  division. 

Orders  came  in  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  to  move  down  the  River 
road.  The  column  was  immediately  put  in  motion,  and,  after  an  ex 
ceedingly  fatiguing  march  reached  General  Holmes'  division  in  the 
evening,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pontoon  bridge  across  James  river. 

Monday,  June  30th,  the  brigade  moved  forward  about  five  or  six 
miles,  and  formed  line  of  battle  on  a  very  commanding  hill,  in  order 
to  check  the  reported  advance  of  the  enemy.  In  the  afternoon  of  Mon 
day,  the  brigade  was  advanced,  and  came  into  action  with  the  enemy, 
about  five  o'clock,  P.  M.  A  heavy  fire  of  artillery  was  kept  up  be 
tween  a  section  of  Captain  French's  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Cooper, 
a  section  of  Captain  Branch's  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Martin,  and 
the  enemy's  numerous  batteries,  advantageously  posted  on  Malvern 
Hill.  Unfortunately,  our  troops  were  under  the  range  of  the  enemy's 
gunboats,  which  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  with  guns  of  the  heaviest 
calibre,  with  extraordinary  precision.  The  firing  ceased  before  dark, 
except  an  occasional  shot,  and  about  nine  o'clock,  the  command  re 
turned  to  its  original  position.  Notwithstanding  the  exceedingly  heavy 
fire  the  brigade  was  exposed  to  during  the  evening  of  the  3Uth,  com- 
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paratively  few  casualties  occured,  twenty  men  having  bee-n  -  wounded, 

i.one  of  whom  has  since  died.     During  the  greater 'part  of  Tuesday  the 

-:lst  July,  the  brigade  remained  in  line  of  battle  on  Warren's  Hill.     In 

the  afternoon  an  advance  was  ordered,  the  command  moved  forward 

•tin  line  of  battle,  for  about  half  a  mile,  when  they  were  halted  and  re- 

•mained  in  line  during  the  night. 

It  is  proper  to  state  here,  that  the  brigade  General  commanding 
met  -wi%  a  painful  accident  on  Tuesday  evening,  which  incapacitated 
him  to  retain  command  of  the  brigade,  and,  as  senior  colonel,  I  was 
assigned  to  command.  On  Wednesday  evening,  at  five  o'clock,  orders 
were  received  for  the  brigade  to  move  back  to  Drewry's  Bluff.  After 
a  fatiguing  march  through  a  drenching  rain  and  muddy  roads,  we 
reached  the  bluff  safely  by  daylight,  Thursday  morning/  With  few 
exceptions  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men,  both  on  the  march  and  in 
action,  was  everything  that  could  be  desired. 

.    List  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the  fourth  brigade,  in  action  Monday 
evening,  June  30th,  1862: 

Third  Arkansas  regiment,  one  wounded  slightly.    * 
Thirtieth  Virginia  regiment,  fivof  wounded,  one  since  dead. 
Twenty-seventh  regiment  North  Carolina  troops,  six  wounded. 
Forty-sixth  regiment  North  Carolina  troops,  none.  % 

Forty-eighth  regiment  North  Carolina  troops,  none. 
Second  Georgia  battalion,  none. 
French's  battery,  seven  wounded,  'three  severely. 
Branch's  battery,  one  wounded  slightly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  II.  MANNING, 
Colonel,  commanding  Fourth  Brigade. 
Official : 

W.  A.  SMITH,'  A.  A.  General 


GENERAL  RIPLEY'S   REPORT  OF  ADVANCE  ON   15TH  OF 

JUNE. 

HEADQUARTERS  BRIGADE.      > 
Turners  Field,  June   16,   1862.$ 

Captain  G.  M.  LOVEL, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  in  Right  Wing  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  hare  the  hoffor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders 
front 'the  headquarters  of  the  right  wing,  I  caused  a  line  of  .skirmishers 
to' be  formed  across  the  front  occupied  by  Huger's  division,  composed 
as  follows  :  Colonel  Stokes,  first  North  Carolina  volunteers,  on  the 
right;  Colonel  Gaston  Meares,  third  North  Carolina  volunteers,  in  the 
centre,  and  Colonel  Smith,  iforty-fojurth  Georgia  regiment,  on  the- 
left,  extending  from  White  Oak  Swamp,  across  the  Williamsburg  road, 
to  the  York  River  railroad.  Each  regiment  threw  out  from  three  to 
••eix  companies  of  skirmishers,  the  remainder  being,  under  orders  of  their 
respective  colonels, 'in  reserve.  Colonel  Gftson's  forty-eighth  Geor 
gia  regiment  was  held  in  readiness  for  such  service  as  required. 
Soon  after^three  o'clock,  the  line  of  skirmishers  advanced  along  the 
whole  front,  driving  in  .the  enemy's  pickets  to  close  proximity  of 
their  camps.  Colonel  Stokes  encountered  the  difficult  ground  of  the 
swamp,  which  prevented  a  rapid  advance,  but  drove  in  the  pickets, 
capturing  one  captain  and  two  privates  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Mearea 
advanced  in  the  centre,  to  the  battle-ground  of  the  Seven  Pines* to 
within  cne  hundred  and  fifty  yard!  of  the  enemy's  w^brks,  which  they 
appear  to  have  strengthened,  but  which  arc  not,  as  yet,  armed  with 
artillery.  Colonel  Meares  was  reinforced  by  ColoneJ  Gibson's/  re*gi- 
ment  during  his  advance.  Colonel  Smith's  pushed  the  enemy  back 
to  the  abattis,  covering  the  field  in  vicinity  of  the  enemy's  works,  near 
the  Williamsburg  road,  and  drove  back  his  pickets  near  the  railroad. 
A  heavy  storm  of  rain  prevailing  from  the  time  of  the  advance  until 
nightfall,  prevented  an  accurate  reconnoissance.  The  enemy,  how 
ever,  was  in  force  behind  his*  lines,  and,  although  his  pickets  gava 
4)ack  readily,  appeared  willing  ta  give  battle  in  position.  The  ad 
vance  positions  were  held  until  near  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when,  in 
obedience  to  orders,  the  line  of  skirmishers  was  sliglitly  withdraws, 
and  the  reserves  of  the  different  regiments  held  in  hand.  During  the 
night  some  picket  firing  occurred,  and  this  morning,  about  four 
o'clock,  Colonel  Smith's  regiment  was  threatened  by  a  force  of  in 
fantry,  artillery  and  cavalry.  ^At  about  nine  o'clock,  the  force  .was 
withdrawn  from  the  front,  with  the  exception  of  the  first  North  Car 
olina  and  forty- eig'hth  Georgia  regiments,  which  "held  the  advance 
line  of  pickets.  We  captured,  altogether,  o*ne  captain  and  ten  prU 
vates,  four  of  the  latter  being  wounded.  Colonel  Smith  recovered 
twenty  stand  of  arms  from  the  battle-field. 

Our   loss   consisted  of   Third  Lieutenant  Ware   and  private  S.  S. 
Hankin, -captured,  and  private  Dardy  Johnspn,  killed,  of  the  cavalry, 
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aad  two  privates  killed,  and  four  wounded,  of  the  forty-fourth  Geor 
gia  regiment.  Some  six  of  the  first  North  Carolina  volunteers  were 
missing  last  night,  having  beem  lost  in  the  swamp.  All  but  three,, 
however,  have  returned,  and  it  is  hoped  that  all  will  be  present  before 


nightfall. 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obe'dient  servant, 

R.  S.  RIPLEY,  Brigadier  General 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  PRYOR  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  FIFTH 

BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  BRIGADE,  «7t*/y,29,  1862. 
Major  SORELL,  A.  A.  General : 

MAJOR  :  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  fifth  brigade  in  the  recent  engagements  around  Richmond  : 

About  eleven  o'clock,  on  the  night  of  the  26th  of  June,  I  was  directed 
by 'Major  General  Longstreet  to  relieve  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Col- 
quitt,  in  its  advanced  position  on  the  field  of  the  day's  fight.  Ex 
pecting  the  enemy  to  renew  the  combat  in  the  morning,  I  disposed 
my  regiment  in  such  manner  as  to  prevent  a  surprise,  to-  resist  an 
assault  and  to  reinforce  Featherston,  whom  a  march  by,  the  left  flank 
had  placed  in  my  front.  Maurin's  battery  I  posted  on  an  elevation 
in  the  rear,  whence  it  might  fire  without  affecting  our  men,  and  yet 
attain  the  enemy,  who  occupied  another  eminence  across  Beaver  Dam 
creek.  Scarcely  had  I  completed  my  arrangements,  when,  by  the 
light  of  the  earliest  dawn,  the  enemy  began  the  attack  Featherstoa 
being  in  advance,  received  the  first  shock.  As  rapidly  as  possible,  I 
hurried  my  troops  to  his  assistance.  We  assumed  the  aggressive, 
and,  after  an  obstinate  resistance  of  two  hours,  the  dnemy  were 
'pushed  back  until  our  brigades  were  prepared  to  pursue  them  across 
Beaver  Etam  creek.  But  General'Wilcox  arrived  meantime  with  his 
brigade,  and  determined  not  to  take  this  step  until  a  bridge  could  be 
constructed  for  the  passage  of  the  artillery.  While  we  were  engaged 
in  that  business,  Major  General  Longstreet  came  up,  an^ assumed 
personal  direction  of  our  movements. 

In  this  affair  at  Ellyson's  mill,  my  command  sustained  considerable 
loss.  The  battalion  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coppens,  and  the  third 
regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  were  especially  distinguished. 

Arriving  at  Hogan's  house,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  I  was  directed 
by  Msvjor  General  Longstreet  to  conduct  my  brigade  as  an  advanced 
guard.  I  had  not  proceeded  more  than  a  mile,  when  the  enemy  were 
observed  in  the  woods  on  Dr.  Games'  farm.  I  detached-afe\v  compa 
nies  to  drive  in  his  nearest  skirmishers  and  to  dislodge  his  sharp 
shooters  from  their  cover.  This  was  effected  without  much  difficulty., 
A  line  of  skirmishers,  extending  along  the  entire  front  of  the  woods 
in  rear  of  Dr.  Games'  house,  discovered  to  me  the  position  in  which 
the  enemy  had  resolved  to  offer  battle.  •  Of  this  position,  about  eleven 
o'clock,  I  attempted  a  reconnoisaHce.  1  deployed  my  entire  brigade, 
under  a  galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  battery  over  the  river*,  and  ad 
vanced  across  the  field,  a  distance  of  a  half  mile,-tt)  within  range  of 
the  enemy's  infantry.  I  found  him  in  very  great  force.  A  few  hours 
afterwards,  Captain  Meade,  of  Major  General  Longstreet's  .stoff,  de 
livered  me  an  order  to  engage  the  enemy.  Immediately  I  moved 
from  my  position  at  Games'  house,  straight  for^brd  to  the  wood  in 
which  the  enemy  was  concealed.  Ascending  the  hill  in  frtmt  of  his 
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position,  my  men  were  staggered  by  a  terrific  volley-,  at  the  same  time 
that  they  suffered  severely  fYom  the  battery  aero?-  the  Cbickahominy. 
I  was  compelled  to  retire  them  to  the  cover  o  .  ;:C  in  ray  rear. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  few  moments,  I  again  re  !        :vrd,  and 

again  they  encountered  a  iiro  viilcli.it  waging    .  Jure.     This 

time,  however,  they  were  not  arrested  b.^fonffliey  'had  rushed  down  to 
the  edge  of  the  wood  where  the  enemy  lay.  In  these  assaults.  I  sus 
tained  a  very  great  loss — as  much,  almost,  from  the  enemy's  artillery 
as  from  his  infantry  fire.  A  single  shell  killed  and  disable  1  eleven  of 
my  men.  Meanwhile,  Wiicox  had  come  to  my  assistance,  Then 
Featherston  and  Pickett  appeared.. 

Forming  line  on  the  acclivity  of  the  hill  which  screened  us  from  the 
enemy,  we  moved  forward,  'but,  for  several  minutes  of  painful  sus 
pense;  we  were  held  in  check  by  the  deadly  volleys  poufed  upon  us. 
At  fitst,  with  a  terrific  yell, .oar  brave  men  rushed  dosvn  the  hill, 
leaped  the  diteh,  and  drove  the.  enemy  from  his  position  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet.  Emerging  from  the  woods,  they  encountered  an 
awful  fire  of  grape  and  canister  from  the  batteries  in  the  Held  before 
them.  "Nevertheless,  they  pressed  on,  drove  the  enemy  from  his 
second  line,  and  captured  his  artillery.  So  the  field  was  won.  In 
this  brilliant  fight  my  brigade  bore  a  not  unworthy  part.  Although 
they  had  been  engaged  with  the  enemy  from  the  earliest  dawn,  and 
had  already  suffered  serious  losses,  they  were  not  behind  the  foremost 
in  the  final  victorious  charge. 

At  Fraziers  farm,  the  position  of  my  brigade  was  indicated  by* 
yourself.  About  four  o'clock-,  I  received  an  order -From  M»t^or  Gene 
ral  Longstreet.to  go  into  the  fight.  At  once  I  moved  in  line  towards 
the  field,  but  the  wood  and  other  obstructions  forced  me  to  form  col 
umn  andjgnd  my  regiments  in  successively.  Arriving  on  the  field, 
I  disco verca  that  the  brigade  on  my  right  had  been  repulsed,  and  that 
my  command  were  exposed  to  a  destructive  .fire  on  the  flank  as  well 
as  in  front.  Nevertheless,  they  stood  thoir  ground,  and  sustained  the 
unequal  combat  until  reinforced  by  the  brigade  of  General  Gregg. 
We  did  not  return  to  our  original  position  until  the  enemy  had  aban-* 
doned  the  field,  and  surrendered  his  artillery  into  our  possession.  In 
this  engagement  my  loss  wis  uncommonly  heavy — in  officers  as  well 
as  men.  The  fourteenth  Alabama,  bearing  the  brunt  of  the  struggle, 
was  nearly  annihilated.  I  crossed  the  Chickahominy,  on  the  26th, 
*with  one  thousand  four  hundred  men.  In  the  fights  that  followed,  I 
suffered  a  loss  of  eight  hundred  n\\.\  foity-nine  killed  and  wmndcd, 
and  elevm  missing.  In  a  report  which  I  had  the 'honor  to  submit 
gome  days  ago,  I  distinguished  the  officers  whom  I  thought  worthy  of 
promotion.  I  will  only  add,  now,  §iat  Captain  Maurin,  of  the  i)on- 
aldsonviHe  artillery,  attached  to  my  brigade,  exhibited  himself  a  most 
courageous  and  capable  officer. 

I  am  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROGER  A.  PRYOR, 
I*  Brigadier  General  commanding. 


REPORT   OF    COLONEL  .STRANGE    OF    OPERATIONS    OF 
THIRD  BRIGADE  IN  BATTLE  OF  'GAINES'  MILL. 

HEADQUARTERS*THIRD  BRIGADE,  SECOND  DIVISION, 

June  15,- 1862. 

To  Major  G.  M.  SORREL,  .. 

A.  A.   General: 

MAJOR  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters,  I  respectfully 
STibmtea  report  of  the  part  taken  in  the  battle  of  Games'  Mill,  Friday, 
June  27th,  1862,  by  this  brigade.  The  report  should  not  have  been 
so  long  delayed,  but  for  the  fact  that,  in  three  instances,  regiments 
were  left  without  a,  field  officer,  and  several  instances  occurred  where 
companies  were  left  without  a  single  officer,  thus  causing  unavoidable 
delay  in  the  regimental  reports : 

The  brigade' reached  Games' '.Mill  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and 
was  im'mediately  ltd  to  the  right  in  the  .direction  of  heavy  firing. 
Passing  through  woods,  we.yoon  reached  a  large  open  undulating  field, 
with  heavy  timber  on  all  sides,  wjiere  we  tvere  formed. in  line  of  bat- 
-tle,  and  awaited  a 'few  minutes ^the  approach  of  the  enemy,  which  was 
momentarily  expected,  as  they  were  exactly  in  our  front.  Finding 
they  would  not  advance,  General  Pickett  ordered  t&e  brigade  to  ad 
vance,  which  -it  did  iri  good  order  and  at  a  'double-quick,  until  it 
reached  the  brow  of  the  hillj  about  seventy  yards  in  front  of  the  en 
trenched  enemy.  Here  the  firing  became  so  fearful  that,  the  men 
threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  and  commenced  returning  the  fire 
with  m  spirit.  Seeing  the  inequality  of  the  contest,  a  charge  was 
ordered,  which  was  obeyed  with  promptness.  Here  our  gallant  general 
(Pickett)  fell,  badly  wounded,  while  nobly  urging  on  our  boys. 
Colonel  Withers,  was  also  badly  .wounded,  at  the .  head  of  his  regi 
ment,  and  .Colonel .  Ilunton  was  sick,  though,  he  did  not  leave  the 
field,  I  understood  afterwards,  the  command  thus  devolving  upon  me 
even  before  I  was  aware  of  it.  The  enemy  were  driven  from  a  triple 
ro'w  of  defences,  (first,  from  a  deep  ditch;  secQnd,  from  an  abattis  just 
beyond,  and  third,  from  the  last  line  of  defence,  a  barricade  .upon  the 
top  of  the  hill.)  The  brigade  captured  a  battery  of  spier,  'iu  Parrott 
guns,  and  several  hundred  prisoners.  .The  long*lists  of  killed  an4 
wounded  will  show  the  determined  .manner  in  which  the  brigade  con 
ducted  itself.  We  were  relieved  about  dark  and  went  back  about 
.three-quarters  of  a  mile,  where  we  bivouacked. 

The  brigade  entered  the  battle%ith  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eighty-one  men  and  officers,  (1,481,)  and  lost,  in  killed  and  wounded, 
four  hundred  and  twenty-six,  (426,)  including  forty-oije  (41)  officers. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  the  "men  and  officers  for 
their  gallant  conduct  upon  this  occasion,  and  it  is  hard  to  discrimi 
nate  where  so  many  deported  themselves  so  well ;  yet  there  are  a'feV 
cases  which  cannot  pass  without  honorable  mention.  Among  the  most 
deserving,  I  submit  the  cases  of  those  who  acted  pre-eminently  brave. 
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Lieutenants  Hutcherson  and  J.  Thomas  Green,  eighth  Virginia  rogi- 
ment,  Lieutenant  J,  D.  Mclntre,  of  the  nineteenth  Virginia,  acted 
with  ti  coolness  and  bravery  never  surpassed.  Captain  Boyd,  Lieu 
tenant  Shepherd  and  Sergeant  Gilmer,  of  the  nineteenth  Virginia, 
also  acted  with  conspicuous  bravery.  Sergeant  Gilmer,  whi'e.  urging 
his  men  over  the  breastworks,  and  calling  upon  them  to  follow  their 
colonel,  and  to  remember  "  Butler,"  fell,  badly  wounded/  Also,  Color 
Corporal  Lee,  of  the  twenty-eighth  Virginia,  and  Captain  Jefress,  of 
the  fifty-sixth,  behaved  with  marked  bravery.  Privates  Thicker, 
company  "  G,"  and  Henry  Melton,  company .  "  F,"  nineteenth  Vir 
ginia,  deserve  no-tice. 

I  omitted  to  state  that  a*  good  many  of  the  brigade  did  net  he^r  the 
order  to  "  halt,"  when  given,  and  kept  on  in  pursuit  of  the  flying 
foe.  When  about  six  hundred  yards  from  our  advanced  lines,  these, 
who  were  joined  by  many  stragglers  from  other  brigades,  were  charged 
by  a  squadron  of  United  States  cavalry;  but  our  boys,  though  scat 
tered  in  every  direction,  waited  until  they  approached  within  about 
seventy-five  yards,  when  a  volley  caused  them  to  br.eak  and  fly  in 
all  directions,  leaving  many  men  and  horses  dead  upon  the  field. 
They  did  not  attempt  a  second  charge. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  STRANGE, 

Colonel,  commanding. 


REPORT   OF    COLONEL    STRANGE    OF    OPERATIONS    OF 
THIRD  BRIGADE  IN  THE  BATTLE  OF  JUNE  3D,  1862. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  BRIGADE,  SECOND  DIVISION,  > 

July  15,  1863.      J 

Major  G.  M.  SORREL, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General: 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of- the  third 
brigade  in  the  engagement  of  Monday,  June  30,  1862. 

It  was  brought  up  confronting  the  enemy  on  the  Darbytown  road, 
in  line  of  battle,  about  £our,  P.  M.,  under  command  of  Colonel  Hun- 
ton,  eighth  regiment  Virginia  volunteers ;  was  tfcen  halted  and 
ordered  to  lie  down,  while  skirmishers'were  thrown  forward  to  ascer 
tain  the  exact  position  of  the  enemy's  forces.  Soon  after,  Captain 
Dearing's  battery  came  into  position  directly  iu'  front  of  us,  and 
opened  with  such  a  destructive  fire  that  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries 
was  soon  forced  to  retire  to  another  position,  leaving,  as  it  afterwards 
appeared,  a  limber  upon  the  field.  We  were  then  exposed  to  a  most 
furious  cannonade  for  an  hour  or  more,  sustaining,  however,  but  lit 
tle  damage.  About  five  o'clock,  Colonel  Ilunton  gave  the  Border  to 
charge,  to  which  the  respective  regiments  responded  with  alacrity ; 
but  after  proceeding  across  an  open  field,  exposed  to  grape  and  shell, 
we  .entered  a  skirt  of  woods,  where  we  were  halted  and  then  or 
dered  to  match  by  the  right  flank,  which  was  done,  until  the  brigade 
had  crossed  to  the  right  of  the  Darby  town'  road,  when  we  changed 
direction  to  the  front,  but  over  such  broken  ground  and  through  an 
almost  impassable  marsh,  as  well  as  encountering  a  brigade  in  full 
retreat,  \\hich  forced  its  way  through  our  ranks,  that  the  command 
was  thrown  into  confusion.  After  passing  th rough  the  marsh,  the 
Ifne  was  again  formed;  but  before  starting  forward,  a  column  of  the 
enemy,  posted  in  the  woods  on  our  right  flank,  opened  fire  upon  us, 
while  the  batteries  threw  a  shower  of  grape  into  us  through  the  open 
field  in  front,  to  avoid  which,  and  gain  cover,  we  marched  by  the  left 
flank,  by  order  of  Colonel  Strange,  who,  at  this  point,  took  command, 
by  request  of  General  Pickett's  aids,  as  Colonel  Hunton  had  become 
separated  from  the  command,  not  being  able  to  keep  up  on  account  of 
exhaustion,  proceeding  from  his  enfeebled  condition,  to  a' point'  of 
woods  which  afforded  shelter,  to  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy's  batteries.  I  then  ordered  the  brigade  forward  in  line  of  bat 
tle,  under  cover  of  this  wood,  and  on  emerging  from  it,  discovered  a 
large  force  approaching  one  of  tne  batteries,  which  seemed  deserted. 
Thinking  our  forces  were  in  the  wood  in  front  engaging  the  enemy,  as 
there  was  hot  firing  there,  I  assumed  that  these  in  their  rear  were 
friends,  ufctil  convinced  to  the  contrary  by  the  open,  honest  display 
of  the  "  old  flag ;  "  whereupon  I  ordered  a  fire  and  a  charge,  drove 
them  from  the  battery  back  to  their  line  in  the  woods  beyond.  I  re 
gret,  though,  that  in  this  fire,  we  had  to  kill  nearly  all  the  fine  horses 
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attached  to  tlj.e  battery.  Upon  capturing  this  battery,  Adjutant  Me- 
Cullock,  of  'the  eighteenth  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  asked  niy 
permission  to  turn  the  guns  on  the  -retreating  enemy;  but  being  sat 
isfied  that  we  h&d  friends  in  front,  and  not  knowing  the  exact  posi 
tion,  I  prohibited  it  for  fear  of  doing  more  damage  to  our  own  troops 
than  to  the. enemy.  I  gavo  permission  afterwards,  just  before  dtrk, 
to  turn  the  guns  upon  the  foe,  which  was  done,  and  a  continuous  fire 
kept  up  until  about  half  past  eight,  *P.  M.,  when  night  closed  the 
conflict. 

Among  those  whose  names  deserve  special  mention  for  courage  'and 
daring,  I  find  commended  by  their  commanders  : 

Adjutant  R.  McGullock, "Lieutenant  company  B,  eighteenth  reg 
iment  Virginia  volunteers ;  ex-Lieutenant  Richard.  Ft,  volun 
teer,  same  command. 

Private?  JVan    Lightner,  com?  —  Bowyer,   company  F, 

N.  W.  Heritdon, -company  F, 'William  Campbell,  company  F.  nine 
teenth  regiment  Virginia  volunteers. 

Lieutenant  J.  W.  Jones,  company  B.  fifty- sixth '  regiment  Virginia 
volunteers. 

Private  Royall  Lockett,  company  Gr,  fifty- sixth  regiment  Virginia 
volunteers.  «. 

1  would  also  bring  to  your  .notice  the  name  of  "Captain  Charles 
Pickett,  A.  A.  Gr.,  who  acted  with-  tho  most  conspicuous  gallantry, 
carrying  a  flag  by  my  side  at  the'  head  of* the  brigade,  on  foot,  (heav 
ing  lost  his  iiorse,)  and  urging  forward — all  the  time' forward — until 
shot  down,  seriously  wo  nd  then  begging  those  who  went  to 

bear  him  off  the  field,  to  leave  him  and  go  to  the  front,  if  they  could 
not  carry  him  off  conveniently,  but  to  leave  him  his  flag,  which  he 
still  held,  a*rid  let  him  die  there  under  its  folds.  Lieutenant  Symon- 
ton,  volunteer  aid,  also  a>tod  with  a*  bravery  and  coolness  seldom 
equaled.  His  horse  was  snot  down  early  in  the  action,  but  still  he 
exposed  himself  to  every  danger,  rallying  Retreating  troops,  strag 
glers,  &c.,  and  in  every  way  rendering  the  most  efficient  service 

The  brrgale  carried  into  action  seven  hundred,  and  twenty-three 
muskets,  and  of  this  .smill  number  the  loss  was  two  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,  including  four  officers  killed  and  thirteen  wounded,  as 
by  the  accompanying  tabli?  showing  the  loss  of  each  regiment. 

*  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  more  definite  instructions  be 
given  to^aids  m  regard'  to  the  delivery  of  ordprs,  so  as  to  ensure  'their 
reception*  through  the  proper  authorities.  A  failure  to  observe  this 
rule  often  creates  much  confusion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•t     JOHN  B.  STRANGE, 

Colonel,  comman ding . 


GENERAL  WILCOX'S  REPORT  OF   BATTLE  OF  ^UNE  27, 

1862. 

» 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  BRIGADE,  LONGSTREET'S  DIVISION,  > 

July   13,  1862.  S     * 

Major  G.  M.  SORRA'L,  A.  A.   General : 

SIR  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
borne  by  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Friday,  the  27th  ultimo  : 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  26th'  ultimo,  the  brigade,  in  common 
with  the  other  brigades  of  the  division,  moved  from  camp  on  the^ 
Charles  City  road  across  to  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike.  *  Here,  the 
division  was  halted  and  remained  until  nearly  dark.  While  resting 
on  this  road,  and  between  the  hours  of  two  and  three,  P.  M  ,  artil 
lery  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Mechanicsville.  This  fire  contin 
ued  with  more  or  less  vivacity  till  nearly  dark,  during  much  of  which 
time^nusketry  was  also  heard. 

'KOT,r  dark,  the  division  moved* down^  the  turnpike,  crossed  the 
Chfckahominy,  and  bivoifacked  for  the  night  at  aWl  near  Median ics- 
ville,  the  ene'my  having  been  driven  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
this  place.  At  dawn  of  day,  the  following  morning,  (Fridiy,)  the 
enemy  opened  fire  with  their  artillery,  and  continued,  for  more  than 
an  hour;  throwing  shot  and  shell  into  our  cam-p,  without,  however, 
causing  serious  inconvenience,  or  inflicting  any  loss. 

At  sunrise, -I  was  ordered,  by  the  Major  General  commanding,  to 
move,  with  my  brigade,  across  an  open  field,  down  the  Chickahominy, 
to  the  support  of  Generals  Pryor  and  Featherston,  distant  about 
a  half  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile  and  engaged  at  the  time  in  a  brisk 
skirmish  with  the  enemy.  Arriving  at  the  position  occupied  by  tho 
brigades  of  Pryor  and  Featherston,  I  found,  them  on  the  crest  of  a 
ridge,  in  a  pine  woods  ;  in  front  of  them  a  ravine,  through  which  ran 
a  small  stream,  in  a  direction  nearly  parallel  with  the  Mechaniesv 
turnpike.  This  stream  was  reported  as  impracticable  for  infa at 
The  enemy  were  seen  in  rifle-pits,  and  behind  treen  on  she  crest  of 
hills  that  rose  rather  abruptly  from  the  far  side  of  this  -stream.  ;i 
were  at  the .  tin\e  delivering  a  well- directed  and  brisk  iiv;:  upon 
our  troops..  Halting  my  brigade  in  rear  of  Pryor  and  Feaih eisian.  I 
directed  a  company  of  the  eighth  Alabama  to  be  deployed  as  skir 
mishers  into  the  woods  skirting  the  Chickahominy,  to  the  righ%  and 
the  tenth  Alabama  was  moved  to  the  front  and  to  the  right  of  the  po 
sitions  of  Pryor  and  Featherston,  and  formed  in  the  woods  on  the 
bank  of  the  little  stream  above  referred  to.  Neither  the  skirmishers 
nor  the  tenth  Alabama  met  any  of  the  enemy.  A  battery  of  artil 
lery  wasnojr  ordered  injtc^  position,  on  the  ridge  where  the  two  ad 
vanced  brigades  were  then  .under*  fire  of  the  eiiemy's'sharpshooters. 
This  battery  opened  a  fire  of  shot  and  shell  upon  the  enemy.  The 
Thomas  artillery, 'Captain  Anderson,  of  my  biignde,  was  also  placed' 
in  battery,  and  commenced  a  fire  of  shot  and  shell  upon  the  enemy's 
••*  < 
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infantry,  who  were  soon  dispersed.  The  Thomas  artillery  fired  of 
shot  and  |hell  one  hundred  and  fifty  rounds,  losing  one  man  killed  by 
the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  while  gallantly  doing  his  duty,  Corporal 
Bartlett, \  brave  soldier. 

At  this  time,  orde/s  were  received  from  the  Major  General  com 
manding,  for  the  three  brigades  to  advance  down  the  Chickahominy. 
yiie  stream  in  front  being  impracticable  for  artillery,  it  became  ne 
cessary  to  construct  a  bridge.  The  sleepers  of  ar>  old  bridge  that  had 
been  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  were  found  near  the  stream,  and  plank 
from  abandoned  bivouacs  of  the  enemy  a  short  distance  in  rear;  axes, 
spades  and  nails  were  furnished  by  one  of  the  batteries,  and  a  detail 
from  the  eighth  Alabama,  and  in  Ies3  than  thirty-minutes  the  bridge  was 
rebuilt,  and  the  brigades,  together  with  their  batteries,  crossed  the 
stream  safely.  The  Major  General  commanding  now  assumed  direct 
control,  and  ordered  the  advance  in  line  of  battle  down  the  Chicka 
hominy — my  brigade  on  the  right,  three  regiments  in  line  of  battle, 
ono  near  the  Chickahominy,  and  -the  fourth  in  rear  of  the  centre  of 
my  line  ;  Pryor's  brigade  in  line  on  my  left.  Having  advanced  nearly 
one  mile,  a  house  was  passed,  the  occupants  of  which"  reported  that 
the  enemy  had  just  left  it)Vand  that  they  were  drawn  up  in  line' in 
the  woods  beyond.  A'My  brigade,  passing  the  house,  entered  the  woods, 
and,  descending  for  a  hundred  or  two  yards,  crossed 'a  stream,  and 
then  ascending  a  steep  hill  for  four  or  five  hundred  yards,  emerged 
upon  an  open  field,  not  having  met  the  enemy.  Here  we  found  a 
large  deserted  camp  of  the  enemy,  in  which  was  found  forage,  bacon, 
flour  in  small  quantities,  and  boxes  of  valuable  medicines,  and  sur 
gical  instruments.  At  this  point,  froops  were  seen  cff  to  our  left 
flank  and  front,  and  not  knowing  whether  they  were  friends  or  ene- 
emic-8,  a  halt  was  made  for  a  few  minutes.  It  was  soon  ascertained 
that  it  was  a  part  of  Jackson's  forces,  EwelPs  division.  The  com 
mand  was  then  moved  forward,  rny  brigade  still  on  the  right,  and 
Pry  or  to  the  left,  and,  inclining  more  to  our  right,  we  again  entered 
an  open  field.  Here  we  were  halted  by  the  Major  General  command 
ing,  and  from  this  place  we  could  see  the  Chickahominy  to  our  right,  and 
ex  Lending  far  to  our  front,  and  upon  the  far  side  troops  that  we  sup 
posed  to  be  our  friends.  Remaining  here  for  a  few  minutes,  we  were 
moved  off,  by  the  left  flank,  about  one  mile,  and  here  being  joined  by 
1'eatherpton's  brigade,  we  continued  our  advance,  following  a  road 
leading  through  a  heavy  pine  forest,  in  which  it  was  again  supposed 
that  the  enemy  would  be  found  Having  cleared  this  forest,  we  ar 
rived  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Gaines  ;  beyond  this  house,  as  we  ap 
proach  cd  it,  was  an  open  field  of  at  least  a  mile  in  extent,  and 
term  in  ii  ring  by  heavy  forest  and  marshy  ground,  bordering  the 
.  Chickahominy.  On  commanding  heights  beyond  the  Chickahominy, 
we  haw  what  we  supposed  to  be  both  our  own. and  the  camp  of  the 
eneL.y  Slightly  to  the  left  of  Dr.  Gaines'  house,  the  field  was 
bounded  by  a  Small  growth  of  trees,  and  the  field  again  extended  to 
the  Iff i.  leaving  a  thin  belt  of  timber  to  the  right,  and  fringing  the 
banks  of  a  small  stream,  the  ground  falling  rapidly  to  this  stream. 
After  ascending  gradually  for  one  hundred  or  two  hundred  yards,  as 
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it  was  approached  from  the  Gaines  house,  find  after  crossing  this  little 
stream,  the  ground  rose  quite  steep  and  was  covered  with  a  belt  of 
timber,  more  than  one  hundred  yards  deep,  and  in  rear  of  this  there 
came  a  field  extending  again  as  far  as  the  Chickahominy.  In  the 
open  field  extending  beyond  the  house  of  Dr.  Gaines,  the  enemy's 
pkirmishersxcould  be  distinctly  seen,  some  about  five  hundred  yards 
and  others  eight  hundred  or  one  thousand  yards- — the  near  line  of 
skirmishers  being  in  front  of  the  timber  skirting  the  small  stream 
above  described.  At  Dr.  Gaines'  was  found  a  deserted  batten  ,  which 
commanded  the  open  field  and  the  road  passing  this  house  down  to 
and  across  the  Chickahominy. 

We  had  now  advanced  from  Mechanicsville  about  six  miles,  the  en 
emy's  skirmishers  were  seen  in  our  front  and  we  were  here  halted 
with  instructions  to  engage  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  but  to  advance 
no  further  for  the  present,  and  not  to  enter  into  a  general  action. 
General  Pryor  threw  out  skirmishers  to  the  front,  and  firing  for  a 
short  time,  the  enemy's  skirmishers  withdrew.  A  battery  (Pryor's) 
was  now  brought  to  the  front,  and  from  a  commanding  position  in 
front  of  the'  Gaines  house,  fired  across  the  open  field  to  the  forest 
beyond  and  bordering  on  the  Chickahominy.  The  enemy  were  seen 
in  this  woods,  but  no  fire  came  irom  this  quarter  in  reply  to  our  artil 
lery ;  but  a  battery  upon  an  eminence  beyond  tne  Chickahominy  soon 
began  to  return  our  fire.  This  was  a  battery  of  heavy  rifled  guns 
and  beyond  the  range  of  the  pieces  of  our  battery,  which  was  now 
withdrawn.  The  enemy's  skirmishers  again  appeared  in  small  cum 
bers  within  five  or  six  hujadred  yards  of  us  and  on  the  crest  of  the 
hill  in  front  of  the  small  stream  above  referred  to.  'When  fired  upon 
they  would  fail  back  behind,  the  crest  of  the  hill  and  would  soon 
be  out  of  sight.  The  enemy's  battery  of  rifled  guns  on  the  heights 
beyond  the  Chickahominy  continued  to  fire,  but  without  doing  any 
injury,  although  the  shot  and  shell  would  frequently  fall  and  burst 
near  us. 

After  remaining  two  and  a  half  or  three  hours  near  the  Gaines 
house,  the  Major  General  commanding  directed  that  the  enemy's  skir 
mishers  that  continued  to  re-appear  on  our  left  should  be  driven  in 
and  followed  to  their  support,  and  at  the  same  time  that  1  should  hold 
my  own,  Pryor's  and  Featherston's  brigades  in  readiness  to  commence 
the  attack  on  the  enemy  when  firing  should  be  heard  on  our  extreme 
left.  One  of  General  Pryor's  regiments  was  ordered  to  advance 
against  the  skirmishers,  the  remainder  of  this  brigade  being  held  in 
reserve  in  close  supporting  distance.  My  own  and  Featherston's 
brigades  were  brought  up  near  and  in  rear  of  Pryor.  Pryor's  regi 
ment  advancing  against  the  skirmishers,  they  soon  fell  back  over  the 
crest  of  the  hill,  pursued  by  this  regiment.  Reaching  the  hill  in  pur 
suit  of  the  enemy,  it  here  came  in  full  view  of  the  enemy  in  position 
and  drew  upon  itself  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry,  thus  revealing  the  fact 
that  the  enemy  were  there  in  strong  force.  The  regiment  was  soon 
withdrawn  to  the  rear  and  down  a  ravine  to  its  support  and  out  of  fire 
of  the  enemy's  infantry.  The  enemy  did  not  follow.  I  now  made 
my  preparations  for  an  attack  upon  the  enemy,  intending 
22 
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it  to  be  made  with  the  utmost  vigor  and  with  all  the  force  at 
command.  My  brigade  was  advanced  to  the  front  and  two  regiments, 
the  tenth  Alabama  and  eleventh  Alabama — the  latter  on  the  right — 
were  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  the  crest  of  the  hill  from 
which  Pryor's  regiment  was  withdrawn  from  the  pursuit  of  the  en 
emy's  skirmishers  Pryor's  brigaue,  with  the  exception  of  one  regi 
ment,  (the  second  Florida,)  formed  in  line  on  the  left  of  mine,  the 
two  remaining  regiments  of  my  brigades,  th^  eighth  and  ninth  Ala 
bama — the  former  on  the  right — were  formed  in  rear  of  the  tenth 
and  eleventh  Alabama,  and  Featherston  in  rear  to  support  both  Pry 
or's  and  my  brigade.  It  is  proper  that  1  should  state  that  this  placing 
of  troops  in  position  to  attack  the  enemy  was  made  under  a  brisk  en 
filading  fire  of  artillery  from  the  enemy's  batteries  of  rifled  cannon 
from  the  heights  beyond  the  Chiekahominy.  Our  troops  behaved  ad 
mirably  under  this  fire,  no  confusion  or  disorder  being  perceptible  in 
tii  -ir  ranks.  Every  preparation  being  made  for  a  vigorous  attack, 
firing  was  now  heard  on  our  left,  which  was  the  signal  for  our 
advance,  and  the  order  was  immediately  given.  Our  men  moved  for 
ward  in  admiable  order,  preserving  their  alignments  perfectly.  As 
cending  the  crest  of  the  hill,  they  came  in  full  view  of  the  enemy, 
and  were  instantly  met  by  a  heavy*  and  destructive  fire  of  infantry 
within  less  than  one  hundred  yards.  Our  men  now  make  a  dash  at 
the  enemy  and  the  conflict  begins  with  an  ardor  and  determinatiouon 
our  part  that  could  not  fail  to  inspire  the  utmost  confidence  in  those 
that  witnessed  it.  Nothing  could  surpiss  the  valor  and  impetuosity 
of  our  men.  They  encountered  the  enemy  in  krge  force  directly  in 
their  front,  behind  two  lines  of  breastworks*,  the  second  overlooking 
the  first,  and  from  behind  this,  as  well  as  the  first,  a  close  and  terrible 
fire  of  musketry  is  poured  in  upon  them.  The  bed  of  the  small 
stream  at  their  feet  arid  between  them  and  the  enemy  is  used  as  a 
rifle-pit  and  from  this  a  strong  line  of  fire  is  also  brought  to  bear  ou 
us.  Thus  exposed  to  three  linjea  of  fire,  they  bravely  confront  it  all 
and  press  forward  and  close  in  upon  the  enemy.  Now  there  is  a  slight 
halt  and  some  wavering,  and  a  few  men  give  way,  but  a  second  sup 
porting  line  is  near.  '  The  eighth  and  ninth  Alabama  press  on  in  rear 
of  the  tenth  arid  eleventh  Alabama,  and  Featherston  in  rear  of  Pryor. 
The  first  impulse  is  more  than  redoubled  ;  other  brigades  come  in  on 
the  left  of  Prycr,  and  in  rear  of  where  we  are  so  hotly  engaged.;  our 
men  Still  press  on  with  unabated  fury  ;  the  enemy  at  length,  with  but 
a  few  yards  between  themselves  and  our  men,  are  shaken  and  begin 
to  yeild ;  our  men,  full  of  c  >nfidence,  rush  with  irresistible  force 
upon  him,  and  he  is  driven  from  his  rifle-pit,  pell-mell,  over  his  first 
breastwork  of  logs,  and  here  he  vainly  attempts  to  reform  and  show  a 
bold  front,  but,  closely  followed  by  our  men,  he  ycilds  and 
is  driven  over  and  beyond  his  second  parapet  of  logs  into 
the  standing  timber  and  finally  into  the  open  field.  Now,  for. 
the  first  time,  cheers  are  heard  from  our  troops  and  the  enemy  is 
driven  from  his  strong  position.  Our  loss  has  been,  up  to  this  time, 
severe,  but  now  the  enemy  is  made  to  suffer,  no  longer  screened  by 
his  breastworks  or  standing  timber,  his  slaughter  is  terrible;  our 
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men  have  no  difficulty  in  chasing  him  before  them  in  every  and  all 
directions.  The  precision  of  our  fire  is  now  demonstrated  clearly;  the 
numbers  of  the  enemy's  dead  in  regular  lines  marl^,  in  some  places 
distinctly,  where  the  lines  of  battle  of  their  different  regiments  were 
formed.  The  tnemy,  yielding  in  all  directions,  loses  his  battery  of 
Napoleon  guns*  many  prisoners  are  taken,  we  pursue  them  far  across 
the  open  field  to  the  woods  of  the  swamps  of  the  Chickahominy,  and 
the  pursuit  is  only  arrested  by  night.  The  victory  is  complete,  the 
encrny  is  repulsed  and  pursued  at  every  point,  and  those  that  escape 
falling  into 'our  hands  do  so  under  the  cover  of  the  darkness  of  the 
eight. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  beg  to  say  that  the  magnificent  cour 
age  of  our  men  as  displayed  in  this  action,  is  worthy  of  all  praise. 
To  properly  appreciate  the  gallantry  of  those  that  aided  in  the  achieve 
ment  of  this  brilliant  victory,  we  have  only  to  examine  the  position 
occupied  by  the  enemy's  infantry,  and  to  recall  the  fact  that  the  open 
field  over  which  our  men  advanced  was  swept  by  <i  direct  fire  of  artil 
lery,  shot,  shell,  grape  and  cannister  from  the  rear  of  the  enemy's 
infantry,  and  from  an  enfilade  fire  from  batteries  of  rifle  cannon  from 
beyond* the  Chickahominy. 

The  enemy's  infantry,  as  previously  stated,  occupied  the  bed  of  a 
small  stream  as  a  rifle-pit,  and  on  the  ascending  ground  in  rear  of 
this  were  two  lines  of  log  breastworks,  behind  wrhich  were  sheltered, 
in  comparative  security,  heavy  masses  of  their  infantry.  Their  lines 
of  infantry  fire  could  thus  be  used  against  our  men  at  the  same  time, 
and  within  less  than  a  hundred  yards.  In  driving  the  enemy 'from 
•this  strong  position,  our  loss  was  heavy;  but  we  should  be  profoundly  , 
.  grateful  that  it  was  not  mojje  so. 

In  closing  this  report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  in  the  en 
gagement  of  the  2?th  ultimo,  it  gives  me  pleasuto  to  state,  for  the 
information' of  the  Mag  or  General  commanding,  that  the  general  good 
conduct  of  both  officers  and  men,  renders  it  difficult  to  mention 
specially  the  names  of  those  most  distinguished,  without  injustice  to 
others  perhaps,  equally  deserving  of  such  notice* 

It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  report  that,  early  in  the  action,  the 
commanders  of  my  two  leading  regiments,  the  tenth  and  the  eleventh 
Alabama,  fell  while  leading  their  'regiments,  closely  and  heroically 
confronting  the  enemy  in  his*stronghold.  The  former,  Colonel  J.  J. 
Woodward,  tenth  Alabama,  dead,  (shot  through,  the  head;)  the  latter, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  T.  Hale,  eleventh  Alabama,  severely  (perhaps 
mortally)  wounded  ;  left  arm  and  shoulder  broken  and  left  leg  broken. 
These  two  regimeLts  received  the  first  velleys  of  the  enemy's  fire,  and 
suffered  more  on  this  part  of  the  field  tfian  the  two  following  regi 
ments. 

The  list  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the  brigade  has  been  forworded 
before  this.  Of  the  officers  killed  and  severely  wounded,  I  may  men 
tion  the  names  of  Captain  W.  W.  Lee,  tenth  Alabama,  mortally 
wounded,  (since  dead;)  Lieutenant  W.  C.  Faith,  eleventh  Alabama, 
killed ;  Captain  Thomas  Phelan,  Lieutenant  C.  M.  Maynard,  Lieu- 
tenant  Lane  "and  Lieutenant  Augustus  Jnn°.en.  of  eighth  Alabama, 
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killed  ;  Captain  E.  Y.  Hill,  ninth  Alabama,  was  killed  far  in  advance 
on  the  field.  Of  the  dangerously  wounded,  are  Captain  Hanieoir,  Lieu 
tenant  McHugh  and  Lieutenant  McGrath,  of  eighth  Alabama;  Cap 
tain  Hobbs,  ninth  Alabama;  Lieutenant  Shelly,  adjutant  tenth  Ala 
bama  and  Lieutenant  Way  land,  quartermaster  of  nmth  Alabama, 
severely  wounded.  The  latter  officer's  duties  did  irot  require  his 
presence  with  his  regiment  in  battle,  but  he  rolunteered  for  it,  and 
served  with  his  company,  (Captain  Ilobbs')  with  great  coolness  and 
courage.  This  officer  served  in  like  manner  at  the  battle  of  the  Seven 
Tines. 

The  casualties  among  the  officers  of  the  brigade  number  in  killed, 
eight  ;  wounded,  thirty-five.  Officers  and  men  killed,  one  hundred 
and  seventeen;  wounded,  four  hundred  and  sixty-three,  and  fourmis- 
giug — making  an  aggregate  of  five  hundred  and  eighty-four  killed, 
wounded  and  missing.  This  loss  occurring  in  a  force  of  about  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  men. 

After  the  fall  of 'Colonel  Woodward,  the  command  of  the  tenth 
Alabama1,  devolved  upon  Major  Caldwell,  and  after  the  wounding  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Hale,  the  command  of  the  eleventh  Alabama,  de 
volved  on  Captain  Field.  Major  Williams  was  in  command"  of  the 
ninth  Alabama,  and,  late  in  the  evening,  before  the  battle  was  won, 
left  the  field  sick.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Royston,  commanding  the 
eighth  Alabama,  was  with  his  regiment  during  the  entire  engagement, 
and  commanded  it  with  great  courage  and  good  judgment,  and  the 
losses  sustained  by  this  regiment,  the  weakest  in  numbers,  is  evidence 
of  the  severity  of  the  contest  in  which  it  was  engaged. 
.  Among  the  medical  officers  on  duty  with  the  brigade,  I  may  call  to* 
your  favorable  notice,  Surgeon  Royston,  eighth  Alabama,  acting  as 
"brigade  surgeon  ;  Surgeon  Miner,  ninth  Alabama,  and  Assistant  Sur 
geon  Saunders,  eleventh  Alabama.  These  officers  were  prompt  and 
efficient  in  providing  for  and  attending  the  wounded,  and  are  all  men 
of  marked  skill  in  their  profession. 

To  my  personal  staff,  Captain  W.  A.  Harris,  A.  A.  General,  and 
Lieutenant  Walter  JS.  Winn,  eleventh  Alabama,  aid-de-camp,  my 
thanks  are  especially  due,  for  assistance  cheerfully  rendered  at  all 
times  during  the  engagement. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,* 

C.  M.-WILCOX, 
Brigadier  General  commanding  right  wing 
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30,    1862. 

HEADQUARTER^  FOURTH  BRIGADE,  LONGSTREET'S  DIVISION,  > 

July  21,  1862'.      \ 

Major  Or.  M.  SORREL, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera 
tions  of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of  the  30th  ultimo  : 

Having  remained  on  the  battle-field  the  night  of  the  27th  ultimo, 
and  the  following  day  and  night,  oy  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  June,' 
(Sunday,)  my  brigade,  in  common  with  the  other  brigades  of  the 
division,  recrossing  the  Chickahominy  nea-r  the  Gaines  house,  marched 
across  the  Nine-mile  road,  the  York  River  railroad,  the  Williams- 
burg  and  Charles  City  roads,  and  encamped  for  the  night  on  the 
Darbytown  or  Central  road,  nea-r  the  farm  of  Mr.  Atlee,  having  made 
som  ten  or  twelve  miles, 

The  march  was  resumed  early  the"  next  morning,  and  continued 
until  about  two  o'clock,  P.  M.  It  being  now  evident  that  the  enemy 
was  in  front  of  us,  and  not  far  distant,  my  own,  Generals  Pryor 
and  Featherston's,  brigades  were  ordered  to  take  positions  in  line  of 
battle,  on  the  left  of  the  road.  Before,  however,  getting  into*  posi 
tion,  a  second  order  was  given  to  return  to  the  road,  and,  after  ad 
vancing  about  one  mile  further,  we  formed  in  line  of.  battle  in  the 
edge  of  the  woods,  with  a  field  in  front  of  us,  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
and  to  the  left  of  General  Pickett's  brigade.  We  remained  in  this 
position  for  two  or  three  hours.  Skirmishers  were  thrown  out  to  the 
front,  and  some  firing  ensued  between  them  and  those  of  the  opposing 
forces  It  was  now  neaii  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  the  enemy's  artil 
lery  began  to  fire.  Shot  and  shell  passed  over  and  fell  beyond  us, 
some  exploding  near  us.-  One  of  our  batteries  was  placed  in  position 
on  the  road  in  front,  and  replying  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  continued 
for  nearly  an  hour,  but  as  a  heavy  forest  intervened,  but  little  effect  was 
produced  on  either  side.  At  length,  near  six  .o'clock,  P.  M.,  (twenty 
minutes  of  six,)  I  saw  the  brigade  (Pickett's)  on  my  right  advance 
across  the  open  field,  in  front,  and  1  was  ordered  to  form  line  in  the  same 
field,  the  line  being  at  right  angles  to. the  road  upon  which  we  had  been 
marching.  Tho  brigade  was  soon  formed  in  line,  as  directed,  and  I  was 
then  informed  that  General  Featherston's  brigade  had  been  ordered  to 
extend  to' the  left,  with  the  view  of  communicating  with  General 
Huger,  and  that  I  must  also  close  in  to  the  left ;  but,  a  minute  after 
wards,  I  was  ordered  by  General  R.  II.  Anderson  to  advance  with  my 
brigade  to  the  support  of  other  brigades  then  engaging,  or  moving 
forward  to  engage,  the  enemy.  Twice  was  the  order  given  to  close 
to  the  left,  and  twice  to  move  forward — my  brigade*  being,  in  the 
meantime,  in  line,  and  under  a  brisk  artillery  fire  of  shot  and  shell. 
Finally,  I  was.  directed  to  obey  General  Anderson's  order,  and  to 
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move  to  the  front.     The  order  was  new  given  to  "forward,"  and  the 
brigade  was  marched  in  line  across  the  field  to  the  woo.ds.     Finding- 
this  so  thick  with  undergrowth  that  a   forward  movement,  in  line  of 
battle,  was  impracticable,  the   order  was   given  for   the  regiments  to 
move  "by  the   right  of  companies   to  the  front."     Marching  in  this 
manner,   they  made   their  way  slowly  for  one  or   two  hundred  yards, 
until   the  woods  became   more   open.     At  this   place  I  met  General 
Anderson,- and  was  ordered  by  him  to  pr-ess  on  directly  to  the  front. 
I  was   aware  that  the  enemy  was  in  my  front,  but  as  to  the  distance, 
his  strength,  the  position  of  his  batteries,  and  their  supports.  I  knew 
nothing.     I  had   no  knowledge  as  to  the  character  or  topography  of 
the  ground  over  which  1  had  to  march  in  the  execution  of  my  orders. 
Marching  directly  to  the  front,  as  ordered,  and  being  guide  1  alone  by 
the   artillery  fire  of  the  enemy,  the  shot  and  shell  from  which  passed 
over,  and  often  very  near,  without,  however,  causing  any  casualties. 
I  had  not  advanced  more  than  two  hundre  1  yards,  when  I  found  that 
two  of  my  regiments  were   on   the  right   and  two  on   the  left  of  tho 
road,  (Long  Bridge  road,)  which  ran  in   the  direction  of  my  line  of 
inarch.     The  woods   on   either  side  were   so  thick  as  to  prevent  my 
seeing  well  the  extreme  right  and  left  regiments.     The  road,  now  de 
scending  slightly  for  some  distance,  nt  length  crossed  a  small  stream, 
in  the  bed  of  which  rails  had  been  thrown  to  fill  it  up,  so  as  to  nl low- 
wagons  and  artillery  to  pass.     "This  stream,  on  the  right  of  the  road, 
was  boggy,  and  with  a  dvnse  growth  of  trees  in  it,  rendering  it  diffi 
cult  for  the  regiments  on  this  side  to  make  their  way  through  it.     We 
were  now  under  a  close  fire  of 'artillery,  the  grape- shot  coming  thick 
and   fast  through  the  trees.     Having  crosse.d  the  little  stream  above 
referred   to,  (on    the  left  the  woods  were   less  dense,  being  small  and 
scattered  rine,)  and,  ascending  slightly  for  some'dista-nce,  we  came  to 
a  field  on  the  left  of  the  read,  and  the  enemy's  infantry,  in  the  woods 
on  the  left  ef  this  field,  opened  a  brisk  arid  close  fire  upon  the  left 
regiment  of  my  line.     This  regiment,  the.  eighth  Alabama,  halted  and 
engaged  the  enemy  .at  this  point.      In  this  field,  about  three  hundred 
yards  to  the  front  and  one  hundred  yards  to  the  left  of  the  road,  was 
a  house,  and  beyond  the  house,  about  two  hundred  yards  more,  was  a 
six_-guri    battery    of  the    enemy.     This    battery    had    an    open    fiald 
of  fire,  the   ground    in  front  being  perfectly  level.     Th;i  eighth  Ala 
bama    being   engaged  with   the  enemy,    the   eleventh   Alabama,  the 
next   regiment   to   it,  continued   to  advance,  and   entering  upon   the 
open  field,  carne*within   full  view  of  the  six-gun  battery  on    this  side 
(the  left)  of  the  road.     This  battery  began  at  once  a  rapid  discharge 
of  grape  and  canister  upon  this  regiment.     It  did  not  halt  an  instant, 
but   continued  to  advance  steadily   and  rapidly,  and  without  firing, 
until  it  approached  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  battery,  when  it 
gave  loud  cheers,  and  made  a  rush  for  the  guns.     Halting  for*an  instant 
in  front  of  it,  they  fire  upon  the  battery  and   infantry  immediately 
in  roar  of  it,  and  then  make   a  successful  charge  upon,  an  I  take,  the 
battery.     The^enemy's   infantry,  all   in    the   woods,  in   heavy   force 
beyond,  and  two  hundred  yards  distant,  and  in  the  woods  skirting  tho 
Afield  to  the  left  of  the  battery  and- not  so  far,  and  here,  in  Jike  manner, 
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in  strong  force.  '  The  enemy  have  a  direct  and  flank  fire  upon  this 
regiment,  now  at  the  Lattery.  The  two  regiments  on  the  right  of  the 
road  continued  steadily  to  advance  through  the  woods,  which  extended 
along  the  road  side  to  within-one  hundred  yards  of  a  second  six-gun 
'battery,  this  battery  being  nearly  opposite  to  the  one  on  the  left  of 
the  road,  and  some  two  hundred  yards  distant  from  it.  Halting  for 
a  few  minutes  in  the  woods  fronting  this  haKery  to  deliver  their  fire, 
these  regiments,  the  ninth  and  tenth  Alabama,  charge  upon  and' take 
this  also — the  enemy's  infantry  supports  heing  driven  back.  Both 
these  batteries  were  now  in  our  possession,  having  been  carried  in  the 
most  gallant  manner,  the  men  and  officers  behaving  with  the  most  de 
termined  courage  and  irre  istibte  impetuosity  The  taking  of  the 
battery  on  the  right  of  the  road  was  not  attended  by  such  a  bloody 
strife  as  followed  the  assault  and  capture  of  'the  one  on  the  left  ;  for 
here  the  enemy  had  not  the  heavy  pine  forest  so  close  in  rear  and  on 
one  flank,  in  which  he  could  retire,  reform,  and  then  renew  the  con 
flict,  with  increased  numbers.  On"  the  contrary,  the  pine  was  in  our 
possession,  and  our  men,  under  cover  of  it,  were  with^i  one  hundred 
yards  of,  and  in  front  of,  the  battery.  The  field  extending  far  off  to 
our  right,  and  the  timber  in  r$ar  of  the  battery  being  more  distant, 
other  brigades,  too,  were  on  our  right  engaging  the  enemy,  but  none 
on  our  lofc  and  near  the  batteries. 

The  battery  on-  the  left  of  the  road  was  the  first  taken.     The  eleventh 
Alabama  had  experienced  severe  loss  in  crossing  the  open  field  while 
advancing  against  this  battery.     Here,  the  -enemy,  at  first  repulsed  and 
driven  from  die  battery,  retire  to  the  woods,  both  on  our  left  and  in  real* 
of  the  battery,  and  from  there,  under  shelter  of  the  woods,  and.  with  su 
perior  numbers,  deliver  a  terrible  and  destructive  fire  upon  this  regi 
ment.     With  its  ranks  sadly  thinned,  it  .heroically   stands  its  ground 
and  returns  the  enemy's  fire  with  telling  effect;   the  latter,  undercover 
of  trees'  on  our  left  flank  and  directly  in  our  front,  confident  and  bold 
from  their  superior  strength,  and   seeing   this  regiment   isolated  and 
unsupported,  now  advance  from   their  cover  against  it.     Our  men  do 
not  fly  from  their  prize  so  bravely  and  dearly   won',   overwhelmed  by 
superior  numbers;  but  with  a  determination  and  courage  unsurpassed, 
they  stubbornly  hold  their  ground,  men  and  officers  alike  engaging  in 
the  most. desperate  person.nl  conflict*  with  the  enemy.     The  sword  and 
bayonet  are  freely  used  ;"  Captain  W.    C.  Parker   had   two  successive 
encounters  with    Federal   officers,   both  of  whom    he   felled  .with  his 
6word  ;  and,  beset  by  otheijs  of  the  enemy,  he  was  severely  wounded, 
having  received  two  bayonet -wounds?  in  the  breast  and  one  in  his  B^de, 
and  a  musket  wound  breaking  his  left  thigh       Lieutenant  Michie  had 
a  hand  to  hand  collision  with  an  officer,  and,  having  just  dealt  a  severe 
blow  lip  on  his  adversary,  he  fell,  cut  over  the  head  with  a  sabre  bay 
onet,  from  behind,  and  had  afterwards  three   bayonet   wounds  in  the 
face  and   two   in   the   breast — all  severe  wounds,  which  he  survived, 
however,  for  three  days.       Many  of  the   men   received,   and    gave  in 
return,  bayonet  wounds. 

Having  assaulted  and  carried  this  battery,  and  driven  the  infantry 
into  the  woods  to  the  left  and  beyond,  they  hold  it   until  the  enemy 


344 

reform  and  return  in  superior  force,  and  now  they  r.esist  in  a  hand  to 
hand*con(lict  with  the  utmost  pertinacity.  There  a.V)  no  supports  for 
them  ;  no  reinforcements  come,  and  they  are  at  length  forced  to  yield 
and  retire 'to  the  pine  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  in  rear,  some 
one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  yards,  the  enemy  not  pursuing, 
haying  left  dead  upon  this  field,  in  the  battery  and  its  vicinity,  in 
front  and  in  rear  beyond  it,  Captain  J.  H.  M.  Wath,  Captain  S.  E. 
Bell,  Captain  T.  II.  Holcomb,  Captain  W.  M  Reatton,  Lieutenant  A. 
B.  Cohen,  commanding  company.  Lieutenant  A  N.  Steele  and 
Lieutenant  Michie,  commanding  company,  were  both  mortally  wounded 
and  since  dead.  Captain  J.  C.  C.  Saunders  and  Captain  W.  C.  G. 
Parker  severely  wounded,  and  also  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Prince,  com 
manding  company,  slightly,  arid  Lieutenant  11.  II.  Gordon,  danger 
ously.  Forty-nine  privates  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Higginbotham  and 
eleven  privites'taken  prisoners. 

The  eleventh  Alabama  retired,  as  above  stated,  to  the  right  of  the 
road  into  the  pine  \voods,  and  ther.c,  together  with  the  ninth  and  tenth 
Alabama,  remained.  From  this  position,  the  battery  on-  the  right  of 
the  road  was  *in  fall  view,  and  not  more  than  one  hundred  yards 
distant. 

The  enemy  made  no  effort  to  retake*  this. battery,  though  their  in 
fantry  continued  to  fire  at  long  range  upon  our  men  then  in  the  pine 
woods  ' '. 

The  eighth  Alabama,  as  explained  previously,  became  engaged  with 
the  enemy's  infantry  before,  reaching  the  butteries  and  contending 
against  superior  forces,  maintained  its  ground  until  regiments  ffrom 
General  Fryer's  brigade,  and  aftenvards  Fcatherston's,  arrived  on  this 
part  of  the  field.  The  severity  of  the  fight  at  this  point  of  the  field 
is  evident  from  the  loss»£ustained  by  this  regiment. 

It  was  now  sunset,  and  other  troops  arriving  upon  tho  field,  my 
brigade,  with  ammunition  now  quite  exhausted,  were  withdrawn  for 
some  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  yards,  and  there  remained 
until  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  they  were  withdrawn  from  the  field, 
other  and  fresh  troops,  in  sufficient  force,  having  arrived,  and  the 
enemy  having  been  driven  back  from  the  field  far  to  the  rear. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  assuring  the  Major  General  com 
manding  that,  on  this  occasion,  both  officers  and  men  of  my  brigade 
behaved  with  remarkable  coolness  and  gallantry,  .and  I  beg  to  call  hia 
attention  to  the  fact  tha.t  two  of  the  enemy's  butteries,  of  six  guns 
each,  were  taken,  and  if  one  of  them  was  retaken,  it  was  only  owing 
to  the  fact  that  overwhelming  numbers  wert*  brought  to  bear  against  a 
solitary  regiment,  unsupported,  and  which  entered  this  engagement 
with  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  men,  of  which  number,  one  hun 
dred  and  eighty-one  were  killed  and  wounded.  Among  whom  was 
the  commander  of  the  regiment,  Captain  Field,  whp  received  two 
wounds,  one  through  the  leg  and  the  other  through  the  arm  ;  and  of 
the  ten  officers  commanding  companies,  five  were  killed  on  the  field 
near  the  battery,  one  has  since  died  of  his  wounds,  and  two  others 
were  severely  wounded,  and  one  slightly — there  being  but  one  com 
pany  commander  that  escaped  unhurt.  Although  this  battery  was- 
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retaken,  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  that  the  enemy  ever  again  used 
it  against  us.  The  other  battery  remained  in  our  possession  and  the 
enemy  made  no  effort  to  retake  it. 

Of  my /our  regimental  commanders,  all  were  wounded  It  gives  me 
pleasure  to  bring  to  your  particular  notice  the  conduct  of  them  all  as 
deserving  high  praise!  Lieutenant  Colonel  Royston,  commanding 
eighth  Alabama,  received  a  severe  wound  from  a  fragment  of  a  shell; 
Major  Caldwell,  commanding  the  tenth  Alabama,  was  also  wounded 
by  a  piece  of  shell  striking  him  over  the  eye;  Captain  King,  com 
manding  ninth  Alabama,  is  deserving  .of  especial  praise  for  his  cool- 
ness-and  bravery,  and  he,  also,  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  leg 
Other  officers  and  men  of  the  different  regiments  gave  evidence  of 
marked  courage  in  this  sanguinary  engagement.  • 

A  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  this  battle  has  been  forwarded 
before  this;  ii  will  suffice  in  this  report  that  I  should  state  that  the 
total  loss  in  killed, 'wounded  and  missing  was  four  hundred  and  sev 
enty-one,  (of  which  sixteen  are  missing,  and  since  ascertained  to  have 
been  taken  prisoners,)  a  loss  proportionally  greater  than  in  the  en 
gagement  of  the  27th  ultimo* 

Of  the  medical  officers  attached  to  the  brigade,  it  gives  me  pleasure 
to  commend  to  your  favorable  notice,  Surgeon  Roy 8 ton,  eighth  Ala 
barn  a.,  Surgeon  Minor,  ninth  Alabama,  Surgeon  Taylor,  tenth  Ala 
bama,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Saunders, .eleventh  Alabama.  They  have 
each  given  abundant  evidence  of  their  skill, and  untiring  industry  in 
the  treatment  and  constant  care  they  have  bestowed  upon  the  wounded 
of  their  respective  regiments. 

The  brigade  quartermaster  and  commissary,  Majors  Pierce  and 
Robertson,  were  active  and  efficient  in  providing,  promptly,  for  the 
wants  of  the  men  in  their  respective  departments. 

To  my  personal- staff,  Captain  W.  A.  Harris,  assistant  adjutant 
general,  and  Lieutenant-  Walter  E.  Wiij n,.  eleventh  Alabama,  aid-de 
camp,  my  thanks  are  dae  for  efficient  service  cheerfully  and  promptly 
rendered  at  all  times.. 

I  beg  leave,  also,  to  call  to  your  favorable  notice,  private  James  C. 
Causly,  of  the  third  Virginia. cavalry.  lie  was  of -great  service  to 
me  in  the  transmission  of  orders  to  various  parts  of  my  command,  and 
often  under  the  heaviest  fire.  Though  not  wounded,  hia^  clothing 
bears  evidence  of  the  dangers  through  which  he  has  passed,  being  fre 
quently  perforated  with  Minnie  balls. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  W1LCOX, 
Brigadier  General  commanding,  fyc. 


REPORT  G      GENERAL  FEAT11ERSTON  OF  OPERATIONS 
ARO*UND  RICHMOND. 

RICHMOAO,  July   12,  1882. 
Major  G.  M.  SOH&EJL, 

As'jis'ant  Adjutant  General : 

SIR  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report  ol  the  part  taken  by  the  sixth  brigade  of  Major  General  Long- 
street's  division  in  the  late  battles  of  the  Otiickahominj; 

About  tefi  o'clock,  on  the  night  of  the  2dh  June,  I  crossed  the 
< ''liekahom'iny  with  my  brigade-,  near  Mechanicsville,  linking  not  far 
on  the  other  side*  Here  we  remained  until  about  tw*  o'clock  on  the 
morinng  of  tny  2?th,  when  I  wus  ordered,  with  my  brigade,  to  relieve 
General  ilipley  and  his  command  as  soon  as  practicable.  I  immediately 
marched  to  General  Riplej's  position,  which  was  about  three  fourths 
of  c  mile'  to  the  right  of  the  road  we  travelled  to  Mechauicsville,  and 
about  the*  same  distance  from  the  town,  and  near  Boaver  Dam  creek, 
some  distance  above  its  connection  with  the  Chickahominy. 
The  position  of  the  enemy  and  the  nature  of  the  ground  were 'un 
known  to  mo,  for  a  knowledge  of  which  I  was  dependent  upon  a  short 
interview  with  General  Ripley,  who  had  occupied  the  position  the 
evening  before  arid- that  night  until  relieved  by  me  My  brigade  was 
placed  in  the  position  vacated  by  Gener-.il  Rjpley'3  command,  which 
was  a  ridge  of  woodland  some  six  hundred,  yards  in  length,  with  an 
average  breadth  of  some  ten  hundred  yards,  and  entirely  surrounded 
by  an  opeji  field.  My  brig-idt-  got  into  position  about  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning  in  the  edge  of  the  woodbind  fronting  Beaver  Dim 
creek.  Beaver  Dam  creek  was  not  more  than  from  one  to  two  hundred 
y^rds  in  front  of  this  portion  of  iny  command  in  line  of  battle.  From 
my  position  to  the  bank  of  the  cree':,  was  a  gradual  declivity.  After 
crossing  the  creek,  immediately  in  my  front  the  ground  rose  by  a, 
gradual  ascent  to  a  continuous  ridge,  the  summit  of  which  commanded 
the  position  occupied  by  me,  as  well  as  the  open  ground  surrounding 
my  position.  Upon  this  summit  the  enemy  had  planted  his  artillery 
and  thrown  up  breastworks,  dug  riile  pits,  and  extending  down  in  the 
direction  of  the  creek,  General  Pryor,  with  his  brigade,  WMS  ordered 
to  take  position  in  my  rear,  to  support  me  in  ca^e  of  an  attack,  lie 
took  position,  in  the  field  not  fir  in  my  rear,  very  soon  after  I  did. 
The  brigades  of  General  Ripley,  General  Fender  and  Colonel  Col- 
quitt,  which  had  previously  occupied  the  ground,  were  withdrawn  as 
soon  as  my  brigade  arid  General  Pryor's  got  frito  position.  "  Between 
daylight  and  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  enemy  opened 
a  very  brisk  fire  of  musketry  on  my  brigade  from  the,  right  to  the 
left ;  we  were  anticipating  the  attack  Three  companies  of  skirmish 
ers  had  been  thrown  out  to  the  front  of  my  lines,  and  the  entire  brig 
ade  had  been  ordered  to  rest  in  line  with  guns  in  hand.  The  brigade 
advanced  in  line  of  battle  a  few  steps  only,  in  the  direction  of  tho 
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creek,  and  were  halted  in  the  edge  of  the  woods, 'near  the  open  field, 
and  returned  the  enemy's  fire.      Here  they  remained  in  position  about 
one. hour,  during  which  time  the  firing  was  rapid  on  both  Bides,  and 
continuous.     The  enemy  appeared  to  be  ir>  greatly  superior  numbers, 
judging  from  the  firing  and  obstinate  and  determined  purpose  to  drive 
HS  back,  if  possible.     As  soon  as  the  sun  arose  and   1  saw  the  natftre 
o>f  the  ground  in   fVont  and  the  position  of  the   enemy  beyond  the 
creek,  I   directed   Captain  Smith's  battery,  (third  Richmond  Howit 
zers,)  attached  to   my  brigade,  to  be  placed  in  position  two  hundred 
yaids  from  the  left  wing  of.  my  brigade,  and   return  the  fire  of  the  ' 
enemy's  artillesy,  which  was  then  playing  on  us  sharply.      This  was 
the  most  elevated  and   practicable  pobition  on   the  field  for  artillery. 
I  then  ordered  iny  men  to  charge  the  enemy's  lines.     This  order  was 
promptly  executed  from  right  to  left,  the  men  moving  forward  in   an 
unbroken  line,,  and   with  great  rapidity,  driving   the   enemy  before 
them   until   they  reached  Beaver  Dam   creek.     This  creek  could   be 
crossed  at  only  a  few  places,  a  fact  unkn'own  to  me,  but  know  a.  to  the 
enemy.     Finding  it  impossible  to  cross  the  creek  in  line  on  account 
of  its    precipitous  banks,  the  command    was    ordered    to  halt  at  the 
creek,   where  it  was,  to   some  extent,  protected  by  the  bank    of   the 
creek  and  its  skirting.      The   impossibility   of  passing  the   creek  in 
line,  for  the  reason  stated,  and  the  coiveequen.t  necessity- of  reforming 
under  the  enemy's  fire.from  his  brestworks  and  rifle-pits,  now  in  easy 
range,  would  have  involved  a  loss  so  heavy  that  I  was  induced  GO  halt 
the  m.en  in  this  partially  protected  position.      From   my   position  in 
the  creek,  a  very  heavy  fire  on  both  sides  was  kept  up  for  an  hour  or  an 
hour  and  a  half,  when  the  enemy  retired  from  his  works  and  retreated 
rapidly  in  the  direction  of  Games'  farra,  or  Cold    Harbor,  down  tho 
Chickahominy.     After'  my  brigade  had  reached    the  banks  of  Beaver 
Dum  creek,  I  directed  General  Pryor  to  bring  his  brigade  into  action, 
who  informed  me  that  Ins-brigade  had  been  sent  forward,  and  that  he  had 
sent  to  Gen.  Longstreet  for  reinforcements.    On  returning  to  my  lines, 
1  found  one  of  his  regiments  on  the  hill,  and  directed  into  line  on  my 
right,  to  prevent  a  flank  movement       General   Pryor's  battery,  (the 
Donaldsonville,  Louisiana,  artillery,)  was  also  placed  in  position  nen,r 
Smith's,  of  my  brigade,  when  the  two  played  very  handsomely  on  the, 
enemy's  lines,  keeping   up  a   constant  and  well  directed  fire.      Both 
companies  behaved  with   greatf  gallantry  and  coolness,  and  displayed 
a,  skill  in  the  use  of  their   guns  highly* creditable-  to  that  arm  of  tho 
service.     After    a    protracted  and  heavy  firing   on  the  bank   of  the 
creek,  some  hour  and  a  half,  the  enemy  abandoned  their  wcuks  and 
retreated,  as  I  have  already  stated.      Here* the  firing   of  small  arms 
ceased.     About  this  time,  General  Wilcox's  brigade  came  up -as  -a  re 
inforcement.      The  battery  of  Wilcox's  brigade,    (Thomas'  artillery,) 
was  also  placed  in  position,  and- fired  a  few  well  directed  shots  at 'tho 
retreating    foe.     General   Wilcox  sent    one    of    his  regiments  down 
Beaver  Dam  creek,  on  our  fight,  to  find   a  place   across  which   the 
brigades  might  pavs.     Some  distance  below,  they  found  an  old  bridge 
which  had  been  torn  up  by  the  enemy,  but  was  rebuilt  in  an  hour  or 
two,  and  the  three  brigades  crossed  Beaver  Dam  creek  and  continued 
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the  march  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  in  the  following  order,  viz  :  Gen 
eral  Wilcox  in  front,  (who  after  his  arrival  was  senior  brigadier,) 
Gen-eral  Pry  or  next,  and  my  brigade  in  the  rear. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  my  admiration  of  the 
conduct  of  my  entire-  brigade  frpm  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  the 
action.  While  holding  this  portion  of  th*e  hill,  which  was  never  for 
a  moment  yielded,  they  were  subjected  to  a  very  heavy*  and  galliag 
fire.  The  charge  was  made  in  excellent  order  and  a  good  line  was 
preserved,  and  continuing  the  fight  from  the  bank  of  the  creek  under 
a  very  heavy  fire  of  small  arms,  they  were  equally  cool  and  eager  to 
advance  upon  the  enemy.  Captain  Smith  and  his  company,  (third 
Richmond  Howitzers,)  could  not  have  acted  better.  1-  regret  to  say 
that  our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  comparatively  heavy.  A  list 
of  casualties  is  herewith  appeiubd.  Major  Lilly,  who  was  ia  com 
mand  of  the  twelfth  Mississippi  regiment,  was  wounded  while  gallantly 
and  coolly  discharging  his  duties,  at  the  head  of  the  regiment,  and 
retiring  from  the  field,  left  the  command  to  the  senior  captain, 
(Thomas.)  Major  Mullins,.  commanding  the  nineteenth  Missis 
sippi  regiment,  displayed  coolness,  courage  and  skill  in  the  command 
of  his  regiment.  The  Mississippi  battalion,  commanded  by  Lieuten 
ant  Colonel  John  G.  Taylor,  could  not  have  had  a  more  gallant  and 
skillful  officer  to  direct  its  movements.  I  am  also  much  indebted  to 
my  volunteer  aids,  Captain  Parker  and  Lieutenants  Sykes  and  Red 
ding,  for  their  valuable  services  on  that  occasion.  They  were  always 
ready  to  execute,  with  coolness  and  dispatch,  any  orders  delivered  to 
them.  I  regret  very  much  that  my  assistant  adjutant  general,  Cap 
tain  George  P.  Foote,  who  had  been  by  my  side  all  the  time  on  the 
field,  was  killed  in  this  engagement.  He  fell  while  gallantly  leading 
cnq  of  the  regiments  in  the  charge  far  in  advance  of  the  main  line. 
In  his  fall,  the  army  has  lost  a  gallant  and  skillful  officer,  society  has 
lost  one  of  its  most  perfect  members,  and  the  Southern  Confederacy 
one  of  its  most  promising  young. men. 

For  a  list  of  those  who  particularly  distinguished  themselves  in 
the  fight,  as  well  as  the  casualties,  I  refer  you  to  the-  lists  furnished 
by  regimental  commanders,  herewith  attached. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  S.  FEATHERSTON, 
Brigadier  General,  commanding  Sixth  Brigade, 

Longstreefs  Division. 


REPORT   OF  JGENERAL    FEATHERSTON    OF    BATTLE   OF 

JUNE  27,   1862. 

RICHMOND,  July  12,  1862. 

Major  G.  M.  SORREL, 

A.  A.  General,  Major  General  Longstreef s  Division  : 

SIR  :  About  eleven  o'clock,  on  the  2*7 tb  June,  after  crossing  Beaver 
Dam  creek,  my  brigade  moved  forward,  with  General  Longstreet's 
division,  in  the  direction'of-Gaines'  farm  or  Cold  Harbor.  The  divis 
ion  was  halted  near  Hogan's  farm.  Soon  after  the  xlivision  was  halted, 
General  Pryor  was  ordered  forward,  with  his  brigade,  to  Games' 
house  to  drive  back  some  skirmishers  and  a  body  of  the  enemy,  sup 
posed  to  be  in  a  skirt  of  wood  near  the  house.  General  Wilcox  and 
myself  were  ordered  forward  with  our  brigades  to  support  him,  the 
balance  of  the  division  remaining  in  a  line  at  Hogan's  farm. 

General  Pryor  advanced — General  Wilcox  and  my  brigade  close  in 
his  rear.  After  a  sharp  skirmish,  the  enemy  was  handsomely  driven 
from  the  skirt  of  woods  by  General  Pryor's  brigade. 

The  three  brigades  were  subjected  to  a  very  heavy  artillery  fire  from 
the  enemy's  batteries,  planted  on  the  other  side  of  the  Chickahominy. 
They  were,  therefore,  thrown  back  into  the  woods  in  rear  of  Gaines' 
house,  (after  the  skirmishers  had  been  driven  out  from  the  skirt  of  woods 
m  front)  to  await  further  orders    Here  they  remained  until  almost  four 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  they  were  ordered  to  advance,  and  unite 
in  a  joint  attack  upon  the  enemy,  who  we're  posted  on  our  side  of  the 
Chickahominy,  south-east  from  Gaines'  house.    These  three  brigades, 
Wilc^x's,  Pryor's  and  my  own,  constituted  the  extreme  right  of  our 
attacking  column, -and  was  separated  some  distance  from  the  balance 
of  our  -attacking  forces.     General   Wilcox  Vas  the   senior  brigadier 
pi  esut,  and  directed  well   the   movement.     The   three  brigades  were 
thrown   in   line  of  battle   near  a   ravine,  where   they  were  partially 
proiected  in  front  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  After  they  wrere  formed 
in  line  o£  battle,  they  were  ordered  to  move  rapidly  over  the  field  in 
front,  some  six  or  eight  hundred  yarets   in  width  to  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  where  the  enemy  was  posted.     During  this  advance,  they  were 
exposed  to  a  raking  .fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  in  front  as  well  as 
from  his  long-range  rifles.     The  advance  was  rapidly  made,  with  un 
broken  lines,  displaying  an  order  and  discipline  that  would  have  been 
creditable  to  the  oldest  veterans.    A  more  dangerous  charge  could  not 
be  made  by  troops  than,  the  one  made  by  these  three  brigades  on  this 
occasion.     The  woods  were  reached  with  considerable  loss   in    our 
ranks.     A  murderous  fire  was  opened   upon   the  enemy  by  our  men, 
and  they  were  driven  back.     Our  men  encountered    on  entering  the 
woods,  ditches  and  ravines,  and,  in  pursuing  the  enemy  through  the 
woods,  had  to  ascend  a  steep  hill,  but  their   course  was  onward  and 
steady.     The  enemy,  fighting  with  great  desperation,  were  driven 
gradually" back  from  one  position  to  another;  first  from  the  edge  of  the 
wood  back  behind  their  works  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  then  their 


/.  350 

works  were  stormed  and  taken.  Hard  pressod,  they  were  compelled  to 
abandon  their  artillery,  (four  pieces  of  which  were  passed  over  by  my 
brigade?  and  a  number  of  prisoners  taken  by  them,)  add  finally  to  flee 
in  wild  confusion.  Our  troops  held  the  ground  .and  occupied  their 
encampments  that  night.  The  struggle  was  a  desperate  one  from  the 
tirae  our  troops  were  ordered  to  advance  until  the  close  of  the  fight, 
about  three  hours.  They  were  opposed  by  superior  numbers  and  ex 
posed  to  the  heaviest  kind  of  artillery  and  infantry  fire.  While  these 
three  brigades  were  attacking  the  enemy  from  the  direction  of  Gaines' 
house,  one  column  was  moving  simultaneously  on  our  left.  Our  loss  was 
heavy  in  this  engagement ;  but  it  is  believed*  that  the  enemy  suffered 
much  more  severely,  notwithstanding  he  fought  under  the  cover  of  his 
works,  wi:.h  every  advantage  in  the  ground,  and  with  the  additional 
advantage  of  the  position  of  his  artillery,  which  commanded  the  entire 
field  occupied  by  our  troops.  I  directed  Captain  Smith's  battery  to  bo 
planted  on  a  hill  not  far  from 'Guinea'  faro,  the  most  commanding  posi 
tion  that  could  be  found  in  the  open  field  in  which  we  were  marching. 
From  this  position  he  fired  several  rounds  at  the  enemy  immediately 
in  frpnt  arid  some  distance  to  the  right  in  the  woods.  I  regretted  to 
lose,  in  this  engagement,  Major  Mullins,  in  command  of  the  nine 
teenth  Mississippi  regiment,  who  was  severely,  though  not  mortally, 
"Wounded. 

A  list  of  tne  casualties  in  the  different  regiments  is  herewith . trans 
mitted ;  also,  a  list  of  those  who  were  particularly  distinguished  in 
the  action. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff,  who  were  present,  Captain  Parker  and 
Lieutenant  Redding.  (Lieutenant  Sykes  having  been  sent  to  llich- 
mond  by  me,)  I  am  indebted  for  the  promptness  and  coolness  with 
which  all  orders  were  executed.  To  the  commissary  department,  under 
charge  cf  Major  Partridge,  and  the  medical  department,  under  tho 
charge  of  Dr.  Cr;;ft,  and  the  quartermaster's  department,  under  charge 
of  Major  Barksdale,  \ve  weie  greatly  indebted  for  the  industry  and 
attention  displayed  by  them  in  supplying  our  wants  in  their  respect 
ive  departments.  . 

A'l  of  which  is*  respectfully  submitted, 

11.  L.  FEATllERSTON, 
Brigadier  General,  commanding  Sixth  Urigade, 
^  Lon  git-reefs  Division. 


REPORT  OF   GENERAL    FEATHERSTON    OF  -BATTLE  OF 

JUNE  30,   1862'. 


RICHMOND,  July  12,  1862. 

Major  G.  M.  SORREL,  A.  A.  G.I 

Major  General  Longstnet's  Division  : 

SIR:  On  Monday  mornirig,  June  30th,  General  Longstroet's  divis 
ion  engaged  the  enemy  to  the  left  of  the  Darbytown  road,  some 
fifteen  miles  from  this  place  and  not  far  from  the  James  river.  This 
was  about  four  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  engagement  soon  became 
general  from  bis  right  to  his  Iqft.  My  brigade  was  held  in  reserve  at 
the  beginning  of  the  fight,  but  about  five  O'clock  in  the  evening  was 
'ordered  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the  left  of  General  Longstreet's  di 
vision.  As  I  passed  up' to  the  place  designated,  I  found  the  contest 
was  becoming  very  hot  on  the  le!t,  and  I  thought  the  enemy  advanc 
ing.  On  reaching  General  Payer's  brigade,  which'  was  trren  on  the 
extreme  left  of  General  Longstreet's  division,  I  was  requested  by 
General  Pryor  to  bring  my  brigade  to  the  support  of  his.  1  imme 
diately  saw  the  necessity  of  doing  so,  and  threw  my  men  into  line  of 
battle  and  marched  them  in.  Oveilooking  to  our  extreme  left,  I  saw 
that  an  attempt  would  be  made  by  the  enemy  to  flank  us,  probably 
with  a  very  heavy  force,  and  immediately  sent  back  one  of  my  aids, 
Lieutenant  Sykes,  to  General  Longstreet,  requesting  him  to  bring  up 
the  reinforcements.  General  Longstreet  had  informed  me  on  our 
inarch  to  the  field  of  action  that  reinforcements  would  be  ser^t  for 
ward.  My  "brigade  was  advanced  to  the  front  lines,  to  or  nenr  a  force 
at  the  edge  of  the  field.  Here  they  opened  a  steady  fire  on  the  ene 
my's  lines,  and  the  enemy,  pouring  a  well  directed  fire  into  our 
ranks,  seemed  not  to  be  giving  •way,  but  inclined  to  advance.  My 
first  determination,  after  giving  them  a  few  fires,  was.  to  onl?r  a 
charge;  but  believing  the  force  in  front  to  be  va?tly  superior  to  ours, 
and  seeing  that  a  flank  movement  was  contemplated 'by  the  enemy,  I 
declined  to  do  so,  for  the  reason  that  it  might  have  resulted  in  having 
my  small  command  surrounded- and  cut  off  before  the  reinforcements 
sent  for  could  come  up  to  our  support.  At  this  time,  I  received  a 
painful  wound  in  the  shoulder,  and  was  compelled  to  retire  from  the 
field.  When  I  left  the  field  General  Gregg's  brigade  had  reached  it, 
and  was  but  a  short  distance  in  rear  of  mine,  forming  in  line.  For 
what  occurred  subsequently  I  refer  you  to  reports  of  regimental 
commanders,  herewith  transmitted.  For  the  casualties,  and  names  of 
those  who  distinguished  themselves  in  this  engagement,  I  also  refer 
you  to  lists  appended  thereto. 

I  rcgvet  to  learn  that  in  this  engagement  Lieutenant  Colonel  John 
G.  Taylor,  of  the  second  Mississippi  battalion,  fell,  mortally  wounded, 
and  died  in  a  few  hours.  The  loss  of  so  gallant,  skillful  and  expe 
rienced  an  officer,  at  such  a  t,ime,  cannot  but  be  seriously  felt  to  the 
cause.  Resigning  his  office  in  th?  el  3  army  at  an  enrV~  period  ?.*v 
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this  revolution,  and  quitting  hi*  native  State  (Kentucky)  and  coming 
here  to  unite  his  fortune  ^with  ours,  the  people  of  the  Confederacy 
ehould  cherish  his  memory/and  will  mourn  his  loss. 

On  this  occasion,  as  on  the  former,  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  my 
staff  for  their  valuable  services.  Captain  Parker  anfl  Lieutenant 
Redding  were  at  the  right  place  at  the  right  time  in  the  execution  of 
orders.  Major  W.  R.  Barksdale  was  "also  present  and  rendered  val 
uable  services,  assisting  me  to  bring  the  men  into  line  of  battle  and 
getting  ^iem  into  position.  Knowing  the  scarcity  of  field  officers,  I 
"sent  him  to  the  left  of  the  brigade,  to  remain  there  and  aid  in  con 
trolling  the  movements  of  that  wing.  lie  displayed  great  coolness, 
courage  and  sagacity.  Captain  Wynn,  of  General  Wilcox's  staff, 
tendered  his  services  to  me,  as  we  were  going  on  the  field,  as  a  vol 
unteer  aid,  to  whom  I  felt  much  indebted  for  his  assistance  and  gallant 
bearing. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  S.  FEATIIERSTON, 
Commanding  Sixth  Brigade,  Longstreefs  Division. 


GENERAL  KEMPER'3  REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS  AROUND 

RICHMOND. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIG  IDE,  LONCSTREET'S  DIVISION, 

July  17th,  I.SG2.  ' 

Major  G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 

Assistant  Adjutant   Gamal  : 

MAJOR.  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  re- 
cent  operations  of  my  commas!  1  : 

This  brigade  left  it,  camp  on  the  Williamsburg  road  ahout  daivn 
on  the  monnng  of  Thursday,  the  gfith  ultimo,  n»m!>erin,  fourteen 
hundred  and  th.rty-thrce  muskets,  and  provided  with  &»$£ 
tions,  whipb.  were  carried  by  the  men  in  their  haversackc 

iu,-  div,s,on  being  marched  left  in  front,  during  the  late  oreratiora 
cm  c  „„«,,  side  of  th  Chtckahominy,  the  fimligUeVrS^ 
the  re;,,-  of  its  Jme,  and  was  not  order'ed  into  any  of  the  actions  whi<-h 
occurred  pnor  to  Monday,  S(lth  ultimo.  It  was  held  in  reserr,  how 
ever,  IQ  immediate  proximity  to  the  battle-fields  of  the  26th  and  '>?t!i 
OIUQ.O,  as  .well  a8  that  of  the  1st  instant,  in  readin«!SS  to  be  throWl 
into  «ctron  at  a  moment's  notice. 

Upon  the  Smb.  ultimo,  the  division  was  halted  in  tho  vicinity  of  the 
cn,,«.,.  en  the  road  I  leading  _  through  Frazior's  farm,  and  under  the  Jr. 
dcrs  or  Bng»dier  Genen.1  R.  H.  Anderson,  commanding  the  division 
1  formeu  Wy  command  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right,  and  nearly  per- 
penaw,ilar  to   fhe   road  ;   or,e   regiment   of  the   second  brigade  beine 
posted  ,„  lrae  "between   my  left   and   the  road.     My  command  consti" 
tuteu  the  extreme  r,ght  of  our  genera!  line  of  battle,  and  was  posted 
upon  tne  rear  edge  of  a  dense   body   of  timber;  the  seventeenth  Vtr 
g..M«    .e,,me,,t  (Colonel   M.    D.   Corse,)   occupving  the     W  t  -  th, 
twemy-fourti,  V,rg,n,u  regiment.  (Lieutenant  Colonel  H«irStSn    com? 


.  «rStn    com 

"I!    i*0      ?   1CfV  th<?   ^   VlrS'"ia'  (C-Pfin   Norton  command- 
ng,  ).   e  :  cenre;  the,  eleventh    Virginia,    (Captain  Otev    com,^,,,}- 

P.t?     w,     f,'   CC^re'and    the   seventh    Virginia,  (Colonel   V.  T. 
Patto  ,,,)  tl,.  left  centre      Boon  after  getting  into  portion.  1  received 
.rom   Maj.  Gen.  I.ongstreet,  to  use  the  utmost  care  in  guarding 
^nscany    movement  of  the   enemy  upon   my  right,  and  fat  oncf 
caused  Colonel  Corse,  of  the   right  regiment,  to  change  front  to  rear 
on  hi*  left   company   so.  that  his  regiment  formed  an   obtuse  angle 
wuh  the  hne  pf  the    brigade,  and  fronted  obliquely  to  the  ri^t      I 
also  caused    two   companies   of  this   regiment   to  move  forward  from 
Coraes  new  front,  as  sk.rmishe.s,  under  command  of  Captain  Simp- 
son       After  adTancing  several  hundred  yards,  these  skirmUhers  were 
ha.ted  upon  the  rear  edge  of  an  open  field,  a  good  view  of  which  w,8 
commanded  from  tht-ir  position.     1  akb  postc(1  Rogers,  b'tt        nf  f 
pieces  upon  an  open  eminence,  near  the  right  of  my  line,  and  in  sup- 
porung  distance  of  Corse's  regiment;  the"  position  being  such  asTo 
command  an  extensive  field  upon  my  right1.     About  five  o'clock   P 
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M.,  an  orcfer   being  received  from  Major*  General  Longstreet  to  ad 
vance  rny  line,  I  immediately,  in  person,  ordered  Col.  Corse  to  change 
Lis  front  forward  so  as  .to  bring  the  right   of  his  regiment  up  to  the 
brigade  line,  and  sent  my  staff  along  the  line  towards  the  left,  so  as  to 
ensure  the  simultaneous  advance  of  the  entire  line.     The  brigade  ad 
vanced  in  line  of  battle   steadily  and  in  good  order,  notwithstanding 
the  unevehness  of  the  ground,  which,  in  places,  was  almost  precipitous, 
the  entangled   undergrowth  which  filled  the  woods,  and  the  firing  of 
one  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  located  directly  in  front,  which  rapidly 
threw  shell  and  round  shot  over  and  almost  in  the  midst  of  my  com 
mand.     The  advance  continued  *to  be  conducted  in  good  order,  until 
very  soon  coming  upon  the  pickets   of  the  enemy,  and  driving  them 
in,  the  men  seemed  to  be  possessed  with  the  idea  that  they  were  upon 
the  enemy's  main  line,  and,  in  an   instant,  the  whole  brigade  charged 
forward  in  double-quick  time,  and  with  loud  cheers.     Nothing  could 
Lave  been  more  chivalrously  done,  and  nothing  could  have  been  more 
ui) fortunate,  as  the  cheering, of  the  men  only  served  to  direct  the  fire 
of  the  enemy's  batteries;  and   the  movement   in   double-quick  time 
through  dense  woods,  over  rough  ground,  encumbered  with  matted  un 
dergrowth,  and  crossed  by  a  swamp,  had  the  effect  of  producing  more 
or  less  confusion,  and  breaking  the  continuity  of  the  line,  which,  how 
ever,  was  preserved  as  we'll  as  it  possibly  could  have  been  under  the  cir 
cumstances.     But  a  single  idea  seemed  to  control  the  minds  of  the  men, 
which  was  to  reach  the  enemy's  line  by  the  most  direct  route,"  and  in 
the  shortest  time  ;  and  no  earthly  power  could  have  availed  to  arrest 
or  restrain  the  impetuousity  with  which  they  rushed  towards  the  foe, 
for  my  orders  previously  given,  with  great   care  and  emphasis,  to  the 
assembled  field  officers  of  the  brigade,  forbade  any  movement  in  dou 
ble-quick  time  over  such  ground,  when  the  enemy  were  not  in  view. 
The  obstructions  were  such  as  to  mike  it  impossible  for  any  officer  to 
see  more  than  a  few  files  of  -his  men  at  one  view,  and  it  was  apparent 
that- any  effort  to  halt  and  reform  the   entire  baigade  would  be  futile, 
and  would  only  serve  to  produce  increased  confusion.     But  whatever 
tne  error  of  the  men   in   advancing  too  rapidly,  in   disregard  of  pre 
vious  orders  to  the  contrary,  it  was  an  error  upon  the  side  of  bravery. 
After  advancing  in  this  way   probably  ten  or  twelve   hundred   yards, 
crossing  two  bodies  of  woods,  and  a  small  intermediate  field,  the  line 
suddenly  tmerged  into   another  field,  facing  a  battery  of  the  enemy, 
consisting  of  not  less   than   eight  pieces,   distant  but  a  few  hundred 
yards,  wbik  the  enemy's  infantry  were  found  protected  by  an  i'rnpe.r- 
fectly  and  hastily  constructed  breastwork,  and  a  house  near  by      At 
the  same  time,  it  became  apparent  that  another  battery  of  the  enemy 
was  posted  a  considerable  distance  to  our  left.   These  two.batteries  and 
the  enemy's  infantry,  poured  an   incessant  fire  of  shell,  grape,  can 
ister  and  lead  upon  my  line,  and  did  much  execution.     Still  there  was 
no    perceptible  faltering   in  the   advance   of  these  brave, men,   who 
rushed  across  the  open  field,  pouring  a  well-directed  fire  into  the  en 
emy  driving  Him  from  his  breastworks,  and  the  battery  in  our  front. 
The  guns  of  the  battery  were  abandoned  to  us  for  the  time  being,  and 
njy  command  was. in  virtual  possession  of  the  chosen  position  of  the 
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enemy.  A  more  impetuous  and  desperate  charge  was  never  made 
than  that  of  my  small  command  against  the '  sheltered  and  greatly 
superior  forces  of  the  enemy.  The  ground  which  they  gained  from 
the  enemy  is  marked  by  the  graves  of  some  of  my  veterans  who  were 
buried  where  they  fell ;  and  those  graves  marked  with  the  names,  of 
the  occupants,  situated  at  and  near  the  position  of  the  enemy,  show 
the  points  at  which  they  dashed  against  the  strongholds  of  the  re- 
treating  foe.  It  is  proper  to  be  stated  here,  that  the  left  of  my  line 
was  entirely  unsupported,  and  greatly  to  my  surprise  and  disappoint 
ment,  for  I  had  supposed  thaj;  the  movement  of  my  brigade  was  part 
of  a  general  advance  6f  our  entire  lines.  Up  to  this  time  no  firing 
was  heard  upon  my  left,  except  the  firing  of  the  enemy,  which  was 
directed  upon  my  line  with  telling  effect. 

Afterwards,  at  a  late  hour,  I  found  the  right  regiment  of  the  second 
brigade  (on  the  right  of  which  I  had  originally  formed)  standing  fast 
at  or  near  the  position  they  had  occupied  in  the  beginning,  ai^l  near 
the  line  from  which  my  advance  was  begun.  I  was  informed  that  this 
regiment  had  remained  from  the  first  in  that  position,  having  received 
no  subsequent  orders  to  move  forward.  .  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  under 
stood  as  alleging  or  intimating  any  delinquency  upon  the  part  of  tbe 
second  brigade,  and  I  certainly  do  not  undertake  to  say  at  what  time 
that  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Jenkins,  advanced;  but,  if  its  ad 
vance  was  simultaneous  with  my  own,  it  must  have  happened  that  the 
lines  of  advance  of  the  two  brigades  were  so  divergent  as  to  leave  a 
wide  interval  between  the  right  of  the  one  and  the  left  of  the  other. 
Whatever  v;ere  the  operations  of  the  second  brigade  they  were  doubt 
less  in  keeping  with  its  proud  character  in  the  past,  and  that  of  its 
gallant  commander.  All  that  I  undertake  to  state  positively  in  this 
connection  is,  that  the  right  regiment  of  the  second  brigade  did  not 
advance  for  a  long  time  after  my  brigade  had  been  moved  forward, 
and  that  at  the  time  when  my  command. had  obtained  virtual  posses 
sion  of  the  enemy's  position,  no  Confederate  troops  were  anywhere 
visible  except  my  own.  It  now  became  evident  that  the  position 
sought  to  be  held  by  my  command,  was  wholly  untenable  by  them  un 
less  largely  and  immediately  reinforced.  Th.e  inferior  numbers  which 
had  alarmed  the  enemy  and  driven  him  from 'his  breastworks  and  bat 
teries  soon  became  apparent  to  him,  and  he  at  once  proceeded  to  make 
use  of  his  advantage.  While  greatly  superior  numbers  hung  upon  - 
our  front,  considerable  todies  of  the  enemy  were  thrown  upon  both 
flank's  of  my  command,  which  was  now  in  imminent  danger  of  being 
wholly  captured  or  destroyed.  Already  they  were  capturing  officers  and 
menat  different  points  of  my  line,  principally  upon  the  right.  No  rein 
forcements  appeared,  and  the  dire  alternative  of  withdrawing  from 
the  position,  although  of  obvioui  and  inevitable  necessity,  was  reluct 
antly  submitted  to. 

Owing  to  the  difficulties  offered  by  the  wilderness  through  which 
the  brigade  had  advanced,  the  task  of  reassembling  and  reforming' the 
regiments,  was  attended  with  much  trouble.  I  sent  out  details  as 
speedily  as  possible  to  direct  officers  and.  men  where  to  reform,  and  as 
eoon  as  this  task  was  accomplished,  imperfectly  it  is  true,  but  as 
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effectually  as  was  possible  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  clay,  I  repaired  to 
General  Longstreet's  headquarters  as  scon  ns  I  could  find  them,  and, 
under  instructions  there  received,  it  now  being  night,  I  proceeded  to 
select  a  suitable  position  on  the  road  in  the  rear,  i.t  which  stragglers 
could  be  arrested,  and  such  of  KIT  men  as  had  not  then  come  in  could 
be  re-collected. 

I  should  have  mentioned  before,  that  soon  after  my  command  was 
overpowered,  and  before  all  of  it  had  fallen  back,  General  Branch's 
brigade  was  found  comming  up,  and  General  Branch  was  shown  by  me 
into  the  position  which  my  gallant  men  "had  vuinly  sought  to  hold 
against  overwhelming  odds,  and  immediately  afterwards  the  third 
brigade  of  this  division,  Colonel  Hun  ton  commanding,  took  position 
on  Branch's  right:  Jf  it  had  been  possible  for  these  brigades  to  have 
advanced  simultaneously  with  my  own,  the  victory  of  the  day  would 
have  been  achieved  on  the  right  of  our  line  with  comparatively  littlo 
difficult^,  and  at  an  early  hoxir.  When  my  line  em  erg-  d  into  the  open 
field  in  front  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  the  seventh  Virginia,  comauded 
by  Colonel  W.  T.  Fatten,  gallantly  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Color  el 
Flowreeand  Major  Swindler;  was  in,  good  order,  considering  the  diffi 
culties  of  the  ground  over  which  it  had  passed,  .and  this  regiment  and 
the  first  Virginia,  nobly  sustained  by  such  portions  of  the  other  regi 
ments  as  had  come  up,  made  the  first  daring  charge  v»hich  drove  the 
enemy  from  his  position.  Seven  companies  of  tke  seventeenth  Vir 
ginia,  were  unavoidably  delayed  for  some  time  by  the  almost  impassa 
ble  nature  of  the  swamp  at  the  point  at  which  they  crossed. 

Praise  is  due  to  Colonel  Corse,  seventeenth  Virginia,,  and  to  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel  llairston,  twenty- fourth  Virginia,  as  well  as  to  Colo 
nel  W.  T.  Patton,  seventh  Virginia,  (\\lio  jacted  with  eminent  gal 
lantry,)  for  discharging  their  duties  with  the  utmost  fidelity  and 
bravery. 

The  same  praise  is  accorded  to  Captain  K.  Otey,  commanding 
eleventh  Virginia  ;  Captain  Norton,  commanding  first  Virginia  ;  Lieu-" 
tenant  Colonel  Marye  and  Captain  Simpson,  of  the  seventeenth,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  vhile  discharging  their  duti<s  vith  con- 
gpicuous  gallantry  I  arc  satisfied  all  the  field  officers  did  well.  I 
especially  commend  the  good  conduct  of  Cat  tsin  W.  T.  Fry,  my  A. 
A.  General,  and  Mr.  A.  Camp  Bcckham,  who  acted  as  my  volunteer 
aid-d  -camp. 

Among  those  reported  to  me  as  descrvi»>g  especial  notice  for  gnl- 
lantry  on  the  field,  are  Captain  Joel  Blanchard,  company  D,  and 
Lieutenant  W.  W.  Gooding.  company  K,  seventh  Virginia,  Who  were 
both  killed,  Lieutenant  W.  E.  Harrison,  company  A,  sergeant-major 
Tansill  and  color  sergeant  Mays,  both  wound  d,  and  both  of  vhom 
had  distinguished  themselves  in  the  battles  of  Williarnsburg  and  Seven 
Pines;  fir.st  sergeant  William  Appereon,  company  C,  who  wa*  killed, 
and  private  George  Watson,  company  F,  who  has  also  repeat*  dly  dis- 
tinguishtd  himself  for  bravery,  all  of  the  seventh  Virginia  regiment. 
Captain  James  Mitchell,  company  C,  and  Lieutenant  Logan  Robins, 
company  B,  fust  Virginia  regiment,  both  of  whom  were  wounded; 
Lieutenant  W.  R.  Abbott,  company  E,  and  Lieutenant  E.  T.  Dix, 
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company  K,  eleventh  Virginia,  both  of  whom  were  killed ;  Lieutenant 
Calf'ee,  company  G,  of  the  twenty-fourth  Virginia,  who  was  killed 
within  a  frw  paces  of  the  enemy's  b  tttery,  and  Captains  Bentley  and 
Nowlin,  of  the  same  regiment.  I  doubt  not  there  are  many  others, 
emitted  in  the  reports,  who  equally  distinguished  themselves.  The 
list  of  killed  and  wounded  ar^  made  up  of  the  very  best  officers  and. 
men  of  which  my  command  could  boast. 

The  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  losses  of  the  day,  of  which 
full  returns  have  already  been  rendered: 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major, 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  L.  KEMPER, 
Brig.  General  commanding  First  Brigade,  Jsongstr^et's  Division. 


REPORT  OF    GENERAL    GREGG    OF    BATTLE    OF    COLD 

HARBOR. 

t 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  BRIGADE,  LIGHT  DIVISION,       i 

Camp  on  South  Anna  river,  near  Gordonsviile,  > 

August  6th,    18  2.'  ) 

MAJOR  :    My  report  concerning   the  battles   before    Richmond  has 
been  delayed,  first  by  the  delay  in  the  reports  made  to  me  by  subor 
dinate  commanders,  caused  by  the    wounds  or   sickness,    under  which 
all  of  them  suffered,  and  next  by  movements  of  the  brigade  and  duties 
in    the   field.       After    nightfall,    on    the    2oth    of    June   last,    four 
regiments  of  the  second  brigade,  accompanied  by  Crenshaw's  battery, 
followed  from  the  position   on  the   extreme  right  of  the  division,  the 
march  of  the  otlier  brigade 'to   the   left,   arid  halted  to  bivouac  on  the 
Meadow   Bridge    road.      The    fourteenth    regiment  South    Carolina 
volunteers,    under    Colonel    McGowan,    was     left    on    picket    duty 
on  the  edge  of  the    Chickahominy  valley,   in    front    of  the    position 
evacuated  by  the  brigade,    to  be  relieved  by   other  troops  of  another 
division  the  same   night,   and   to  follow   the   march.     By  some  mis 
chance,  however,  it  was  not  relieved  at  all.     I  had  to  remain  in  place 
the  next  day  and  night  and  until    the    middle    of  the    following  day, 
when  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  down-  the    opposite   side  of  the  river 
enabled  it  to  cross  and  rejoin  the  brigade  in  the  midst  of  the  battle  of 
Cold   Harbor,    where  the  light  division,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  26th 
of  June,  crossed  the  Meadow  Bridge  and  attacked  the  enemy  at  Me- 
chanicsville.'     The  second  brigade,  still  marching  in  rear  of,the  divis 
ion,  did  not  become  actually  engaged,    but  was   deployed   in   reserve. 
It  was  exposed  for  some  time  to  a  fire  of  shot  and  shells,  from  which, 
however,  the  lines  were  much  sheltered,  by  taking  advantage  of  ine 
qualities  in  the  grounds  and  causing  the  men  to  lie  down.     Only  four 
men  were  wounded.     At  one  time  an    erroneous  report  was    brought 
to  me  that  the  enemy  were  appearing  to  our  left  and  rear.     A  detach 
ment  from  Colonel  Marshall's  regiment,   thrown    out  as  skirmishers, 
quickly  detected  the  error.     During  the    action,  I   sent    forward  my 
aid-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Langdon  C.  Haskell,  to  learn  whether  rein 
forcements  were  needed  from  my  brigade,  but  as  he  did  not  meet  Maj. 
General  Hill,  and  did  not  find    the  state  of  battle  such*  as  to  require 
my  moving  forward  without  waiting  for   orders,  I   remained  in  posi 
tion.    The  brigade  lay  on  its  arms  that  night.     Early  in  the  morning 
of  the  27th,  I  received  orders  from  General  Hill  to  take  the  advance 
with  the  second  brigade,  and   to. drive    the  enemy  from  their  position 
on  Beaver  Dam  creek,  at  Ellysori's   Mills.     Forming  the  first  regi 
ment  South  Carolina  volunteers,  Colonel  Hamilton  commanding,  and 
the  twelfth,  Colonel   Barns,  in   line.of  battle,   with  two  companies  of. 
skirmishers— Captain   Cordew's,  of  the  first,    and  Captain    Mills',  of 
the  twelfth — thrown  forward,  while    the   thirteenth   regiment  South  " 
Carolina  volunteers,  Colonel  Edwards,   and  the   first  reginlent  rifles, 
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South  Carolina  volunteers,  Colonel  Marshall,  followed  in  support — 
Crenshaw's  battery  being  in  rear.  The  brigade  advanced  to  the  attack. 
Slight  resistance  was  made  here  by  the  enemy,  and  the  passage  of  the 
stream,  which  presented  a  strong  natural  defence*,  was  gained.  Many 
Confederate  soldiers,  wounded  OF  killed  in  a  preceding  unsuccessful 

.assault,  lay  in  the  road  towards  the  crossing  of  the  creek,  and  had  to 
be  moved  aside  to  allow  the  passage  of  our  artillery.  A  small  bridge.-, 
broken  up  by  the  enemy,  had  also  to  be  repaired.  This  was  towards 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Crossing  Beaver  Dam  creek,  the 
brigade  advanced  along  the  road  amongst  piles  •  of  knapsacks  and 
other  property  and  burning  stores  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  with 
skirmishers  from  \ he  first  and  twelfth  regimertts  out  to  the  front  and 
left.  Coming  into  the  edge  of  an  open  field,  Captain  Cordew's  corn- 
pan  j,  (first  8.  C  V.,)  deployed  as  skirmishers,  was  fired  on  by 
artill  >ry  in  front,  and  Second  Lieutenant  N.  C,  Heine  and  a  soldier 
were  wounded.  Captain  W.  T.  Hoskell's  company,  of  the  same  regi 
ment,  advancing  in  open  space,  discovered  that  the  forces  meek 
ing  us  in  front  from  the  left  were  those  of  Major  General  Jackson, 
and  entered  into  communication  with  them  so  as  to  avoid 'the  risk  of 
further  mischief.  In  the  meantime,  two  companies  of  the  twelfth 
regiment  (Miller's  and  Neville's)  sent  out  under  Lieut.  Colonel  Cad- 
\^tllader  Jones,  to  meet  the  enemy  seen  on  the  left,  took  and  brought 
in  some  twelve  of  the  prisoners,  belonging  in  chief  to  regiments  of 
Pennsylvania  reserves.  At  the  intersection  of  the  roads,  near  Wal 
nut  Grove  church,  where  Major  General  Hill  stopped  to  confer  with 
Major  General  Jackson,  I  received  General  Hill  s  further  instruc 
tions  and  resumed  the  advance  on  the  roads  running  near  the  Chick- 

'  ahominy  to  Games'  Mill.  Approaching  the  vici«ity  of  Hogan's 
hou?e,  whe/e  General  Lee  stopped  me  by  the  road  side  and  gave  me 
further  directions  for  advancing  and  attacking  the  enemy,  I  moved 
the  brigade  forward  in  nearly  the  same  order  as  the  first — the  first  and 
twelfth  regiments  leading,  with  skirmishers  in  front.  In  compli 
ance  with  a  request  sent  me  by  General  Longstreet,  I  rode  hastily 
across  to  Hogan's  house,  where  I  informed  General  Longstreef;  of 
-  the  route  by  which  my  brigade  wag  moving  and  learned  from  him  the 
parallel  road  on  my  right,  by  which  his  troops  were  to  move.  In 
approaching  Po  white  Creek,  we  passed  an  extensive  deserted  camp  cf 

'  the  enemy,  with  great  quantities  of  accoutrements  and  stores  aban 
doned  or  burning.  A  large  pontoon  train  was  burning  in  £  field  to 
our  left.  The  enemy  made  some  stand  at  Games'  Mill,  and  here  our 
skirmishers,  (Cordew's  and  Haskell's  companies,  of.  the  first,  and 
.Miller's,  of  the  twelfth,)  became  sharply  engaged.  The  enemy  was 
sheltered  by  trees.  Our  riflemen  availed  themselves  of  the  inequali 
ties  of  the  ground,  where  they  could  fire  and  load  lying. down.  This 
exchange  of  fire  having  continued  for  some  time,  while  the  first  and 
twelfth  were  preparing  to  advance  in  line,  and  judging  that  a  rapid 
charge  of  skirmishers  would  dislodge  the  enemy,  with  least  loss  to  our 
troops,  I  ordered  them  forward  at  the  double  quick.  At  the  word  of 
command  the  riflemen  sprang  to  their  'feet,  and,  advancing  impetu 
ously,  drove  the  enemy  before  them.  The  first  and  ^twelfth  now 
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followed  in  line  of  battle,  and,  after  the  bridges  on  the  creek  and  mill- 
race,  torn  up  by  the  enemy,  h;id  been  rebuilt  by  a  working  party 
under  Lieutenants  Johnson  and  [z-n-d,  of  the  engineer  corps,  crossed 
the  stream  and  agai/i  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  to 
advance,  supported  by  the  other  two  regiments. 

It  was  now'  nearly  two  o'clock,"  P.  M.  The  advance  across  the 
plain,  which  ex'. ends  from  the  valley  of  Powhite  creek  to  that  beyond 
Cold  Harbor,  was  made  rapidly  and  steadily,,  under  the  fire  of  tho 
enemy's  skirmishers.  For  a  g  >od  part  of  the  dista'nce,  the  line  ad 
vanced  at  the  double-quick.  Among  the  troops  •  driven  from  the 
ground,  the  ninth  Massachusetts  was  noticed.  Descending  into  the 
hollow  beyond  Cold  Harbor,  the  sides  of  which  aye  wooded  and  tha 
bottom  occupied  by  a  marsh,  somewhat  difficult,  «to  cross,  the  brigade 
dislodged  the  enemy  and  was  formed  in  t\io  lines.  The  first  consisted 
of  the  first  and  twelfth  regiments,  on  the  further  hillside  ;  the  second 
consisted  of  the  first  rifles  and  the  thirteenth,  in  the  low  grounds, 
behind  Captain  Cren^haw's  guns,  now  placed  in  battery  n,ear  the  brow 
of  the  hill  on  the  Cold  Harbor  side;  from  which  -he  commenced  firing 
on  the  enemy  across  tho  valley,  who  replied  from  batteries  on  the  hill 
in  our  front.  In  this  position,  with  the  fire  of  artillery  passing  over 
head,  the  infantry  remained  at  a  halt,  by  General  Hill's  orders,  from 
about  half- past  two  o'clock  until  four,  to  await  the  formation  of  the 
line  of  battle  on  our  right  an. I  left,  preparatory  to  a  general  attack. 
When  General  Hill  sent  the  order  to  make  the  attack,  I  directed  the 
fiist  and  twelfth  regiments  to  advance  up  the  hillside  The  ground, 
especially  in  front  of  the  fir.^t,  was  covered  with  a  dense  thicket  of 
young  pines.  A*  <mr  troop*  ascended  towards  the  open  ground,  they 
wero  met  by  a  continuous  tire  of  small  arms  from  a 'much  superior 
number  of  troops,  and  at  the  same  time  were  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery,  both  <!i:»jct  and  oblique.  The  fire  was  BO* destructive 
they  could  not  advance  further.  Finding  that  great  damage  was 
dom4  by  an  enfilading  fire  from  a  battery  established  a  good  distance- 
*  ."ur  right,  I  directed  Colonel  Marshall,  with  his  regiment,  to  charge 
i»nd  take  it,  throwing  forward  two  companies  in  open  order,  supported 
by  two  others,  as  a  reserve,  in  close  order,  ami  following'  with  the 
re^t  of  the  regiment,  joined  in  column  of  companies.  Colonel  Mar 
shall,  addressing  a  few  brief  and  stining  words  to  his  regiment, 
proceeded  upon  the  execution  of  this  highly-perilous  service  in  the  hand- 
Bomest  manner.  -The  two  flank  companies  of  Capt.  D.  M.  Perrin  and 
C»pt.  T.  J.  Norton  were  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers,  under  com 
mand  of  Capt.  Perrin.  The  companies  of  Captains  Miller  and  Miles 
M.  Norton  followed,  in  support.  The  four  leading  companies  were 
all  under  the  command  of  Li  eaten  ant  Colonel  Ledbetter,  The  charge 
vas  made  at  the  double-quick,  the  column  of  six  companies  being 
deployed  info  line  after  reaching  the  open  ground.  A  most  destruc 
tive  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  in  front  and  in  flank,  did  not 
check  the  charge,  which  was  continued  for  several  hundred  yards, 
across  the  open  ground  and  into  a  wood,  where  several  regiments  ojf 
the  enemy  were  posted.  Tlie  battery,  which  was  the  object  of  the 
charge  had  boen  withdrawn.  Ihe  regiment,  on  reaching'  the  wood,, 


361 

commenced  firing  on  the  enemy's  infantry  and  drove  them  in,  many 
of  the  men  engaging  in  a  hand  to  hand  conflict  with  the  bayonet  and 
with  clubbed  rifles.  A  strong  body  of  .New  York  Zouaves  now  made 
a  hot  attack  on  the  left  wing  and  flank  of  the  regiment.  They  were 
repulsed  and  brought  to  a  stand  by  the^teady  and  well  directed  fire 
from  a  party  which,  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  and  'with  marked 
presence  of  mind  and  skill,  Lieutenant  Iliggins  formed  to  check 
them.  Colonel  Marshall,  finding  that  no  support  was  sent  to  him 
from  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  now  too  hard  pressed  on  its  front,  or 
dered  his  regiment  to  fall  back,  arid  reformed  it  in  the  wooded  hollow, 
some  distance  £o  the  right  of  its  original  position,  whei'e  a,  Noith 
Carolina  regiment,  which  just  then  came  up,  aided  in  hplding  tho 
ground.  Of  five  hundred  and  thirty-seven  men  carried  into  acrion, 
Colonel  Mar  skip's  regiment  lost  eighty-one  killed  and,  two  Inquired 
and  thirty-four  wounded.*  Nearly  all  this  loss  .occurred  in  the  charge 
just  described.  I  refer  to  Colonel  Marshall's  report  for  the  names  of 
many  gallant  officers  mentioned  by  him,  both  those  who  fell  on  tfce 
field  and  those  who 'passed  safely  through.  I  have  to  remark  that,  in 
the  two  leading  companies  deployed  in  open  order,  the  loss  was  not 
so  heavy  in  proportion  as  in  the  other  companies.  I  have  no  doubt 
but,  by  drawing  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  those  companies  made  th"  Io.s9 
in  the  whole  regiment  less  than  it  otherwise  would  h>m>  been.  While 
the  first  rifles  were  thus  engaged,  the.  first  and  the  twelfth  regiments, 
aKhojgh  relieved  from  the  enfilading  fire  of  the  battery  on  the  right, 
had  a  hard  struggle  to  maintain  their  ground  again  t  the  superior 
forces  in  their  front.  The  twelfth  was  able  at  one  time  to  gain  some 
distance  in  advance  in  the  op^n  field,  but  Colonel  Barnes  foui.d  it  ne 
cessary  to  withdraw  it  and  reform  bis  line  on  or  near  his  original 
ground  in  the  hollow.  Two  of  the  companies  of  thia  regiment  at 
first,  McMeukin's  and  Erwin's,  afterwards  relieved  by  Booker's* and 
company  G,  Lieutenant  Garvin  commanding.,  had,  durfng  the  halt  in 
the  hollow,  been  deployed  as  skirmishers  in  advance,  to  -watch  the 
enemy.  The  two  last  named  only  resumed  tbeir  places  in  line  after 
the  return  to  the  hollow.  At  this  time,  in  consequence  of  tho  diffi 
culty  of  the  ground,  the  right  of  the  twelfth  got  in  rear  of  the  first, 
and  there  was  much  danger,  in" such  a  thicket,  of  the  first  suffering 
from  the  fire  of  that  portion  of  the  twelfth  behind  it,  until  Colonel 
Hamilton  interposed  and  prevented  it.  The  twelfth  -advanced  again, 
ahiea  tVhh  the  first,  and  the  two  regiments  fought  bravely  to  main 
tain  their  ground,  but  suffered  great  loss,  and  were  compelled  to  fall 
back  in  some  disorder. 

In  the  first  regiment,  all  the  members  of  the  color-guard  were  shct 
down  around  Colonel  Hamilton,  who,  for  part  of  the  time,  bore  the 
colors  himself.  Colonel  Barns,  of  the  twelfth,. received  a  hurt  ^hich, 
although  he  did  not  leave  the  field,  in  a  great  measure  disabled  him 
for  the  rest  of  the  day.  The  nature  of  the  ground  rendering  it  im- 
practicable  to  preserve  or  establish  regularity  in  the  front  line,  I 
therefore  ordered  Colonel  Edwards  to  hold  the  thirteenth  icady  to  re 
ceive  the  enemy  with  a  steady  fire,  at  short  range,  if  they  should  de 
scend  the  hillside  through  tne  pine  thicket.  The  twelftti  not  being 
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at  the  time  so  heavily  pressed  as  the  first,  I  left  it  to  continue  the 
struggle  ;  the  first  I  ordered  to  reform  at  some  distance  in  the  rear  oj" 
the  thirteenth,  retiring. around  the  left  of  that  regiment.  The  four 
teenth  regiment,  Colonel  McGowan,  now  arrived  on  the  field,  at  the 
moment  it  was  so  greatly  needed.  By  General  Lee's  .order,  I  had 
sent  my  aid -de-camp,  Captain  Henry  Hammond,  across  the  valley  of 
the  Chickaho'miny,  to  relieve  this  regiment  from  duty  on  the  post  so 
long  occupied  by  it,  and  to  guide  it  to  the  brigade.  Captain  Ham 
mond,  met,  at  the  river,  Captains  Wood  and  Taggert,  sent  forward  with 
their  companies  by  Colonel  McGowan,  to  endeavor  to  communic.ate 
with  me.  The  bridge  at  wkrch  they  met,  was  one  constructed  by  the 
enemy  opposite  Dr.  Friend's  house,  and  torn  up  and  burned  by  the 
enemy  the  night  before.  Leaving  his  horse-  at  the  river,  Captain 
Hammond  got  across  on  foot  and  carrie^  the  order  to  Colonel  'Mc- 
Gowari,  who  at  once  led  his  men  across  the  valley,  and  hastily  repair 
ing  the  bridge,  marched  on  for  the  battle-field,  under  the  constant 
fire  fiom  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  Stopping  the  fire  of  Cren- 
shaw's  battery  for  a  short  time,  to  allow  a  passage  through  the  guns, 
I  ordered  the  fourteenth  forward.  Tired  as  they  were,  by  two  days 
and  three  nights  of  outpost  duty,  and  by  a  rapid  march  under  a  burn 
ing  sun,  they  recovered  strength  at  once  and  advanced,  with  a  cheer, 
at  the  double  quick.  Leading  his  regiment  to  ,the  right  of  the  thir 
teenth,  and  across  the  hollow,  Colonel  McGowan  arrived  just  in  time 
to  repulse  the  advancing  enemy,  and  prevent  him  from  establishing  a 
battery  on  the  edge  of  the  open  ground  on  the  brow  of  the  hill.  The 
fourteenth  was  formed  along  a  fence,  up  the  hill,  or;  the  other  side  of 
the  hollow,  and  maintained  its  position  gallantly  to  the  end  of  the 
battle.  After  it  hail  held  it  some  time  alone,  other  troops  came  up, 
and,  in  concert  with  a  North  Carolina  and  a  Georgia  regiment,  the 
fourteenth  made  a  charge  across .  an  open  field,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  a.  battery.  In  this  charge,  Colonel  McGowan  was  bruised  by 
a  grapesliot,  and  for  a  short  time  disabled.  The  distance  to  the  bat 
tery  being  too  great,  and  the  fire  both  direct  and  across,  too  heavy, 
our  troops  halted  and  lay  down  to  shelter  themselves,  then  retired, 
and  the  fourteenth  resumed  its  position  ne?.r  the  brow  of  the  hill, 
where,  after  the  battle,  it  lay  on  its  arms.  Meanwhile,  the  thirteenth 
held  its  position,  Colonel  Edwards  commanding.  The  enemy 'did 
not  venture  to  charge  directly  down  the  hill  upon  his  position,  but 
kept  up  a  constant  fire,  which  caused  considerable  loss.  Colonel  Ed 
wards  threw. forward  his  right  company,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  to 
dislodge  the  euemy  from  the  pineH.in  front  and  on  the  right,  then  or 
dered  the  rest 'of  the  regiment  to  take  position  a  little  in  advance  of 
the  foot  of  the  hill  beyond  the  boggy  stream.  From  this  difficulty  of 
crossing'the  bog  and  the  incessant  roar  of  cannon  and  musketry,  his 
commands  not  being  well  heard,  a  separation  of  the  regiments  took 
place.  A  part  of  the  left  wing  effected  the  movement  intended  by 
Colonel  Edwards,  and  maintained  the  new  position  until  the  close  of 
the  battle.  The  right  and  centre  companies,  supposing  the  order  to 
be  to  move  in  a  different  direction,  matched  under  Colonel  Farrow  a 
short  distance  to  the  rear.  Desiring  to  form  a  reserve  of  this  force, 
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and  of  the  first  regiment,  for  further  movements  I  directed  Major 
Farrow  to  march  further  to  the  right  and  rear  and  form  near  Colonel 
Hamilton.  Two  companies  of  the  first,  those  of  Captain  W.  T.  Has- 
kell  and  A.  P.  Butler,  not  having  heard  the  order  to  retire,  remained 
engaged  in  the  front,  and  on  the  advance  of  the  other  troops,  acted 
in  concert  with  those  nearer  them,  to  the  end  of  the  battle.'  Before 
I  made  any  further  dispositions  of  the  portions  of  the  first  and  thir 
teenth,  under  Colonel  Hamilton  and  Major  Farrow,  they  were  ordered 
by  Major  General  Hill  to  take  a  position  considerably  to  the  right  of  my 
brigade,  in  support  of. the  brigades  of  Generals  Anderson  and1  Fields. 
At  the  close  of  the  battle,  having  united  with  the  first  rifles,  the  whole 
under  Colonel  Hamilton,  they  bivouacked  on  their  gro'und.  In  the 
progress  of  the 'battle,  after  the  wound  received  by  Colonel  Barnes, 
the  twelfth  regiment  having  suffered  heavy  loss,  and  being  in  difficult 
grounds,  became  somewhat  separated,  but  portions  of  the  regiment 
falling  in  with  otiier  commands,  continued  the  fight  to  the  end.  Cap 
tain  Booker's  company  then  joined,  .and  fought  in  company  with, 
Colonel  James  Canty's  regiment,  from  Alabama. 

The  part  taken  by  Captain  Crenshaw's  battery,  was  important  at 
the  beginning,  but  became  more  so  after  the  infantry  had  become  so 
severely  engaged,  and  after  two  regiments  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
third  had  been  moved  to  the  right,  leaving  the  original  position  of 'the 
brigade,  to  be  held  by  a  comparatively  small  force  of- infantry.  The 
fire  of  the  battery  was  -well  aimed  and  rapid,  and  the  position,  under 
an  exceedingly  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  was  maintained  with  great 
gallantry.  At  one  time,  very  heavy  bodies  of  infantry  were  to  be 
seen  in  the  open  field  beyond  the  ravine  and  to  our  right,  drawn  up 
in  many  lines,  and  apparently  preparing  for  a  formidable  advance. 
Captain  Crenshaw's  guns,  directed  on  the  masses,  caused  them 
quickly  to  disappear,  sheltering  themselves  in  the  long  hollow  which 
ran  through  the  field,  and  rendered  the  enemy's  position  so  strong, 
At  a  late  hour,  a  large  body  of  troops  was  seen  to  our  left  beyond  a 
house  in  front.  -This  was  the  point  at  which  we  thought  it  probable 
that  General  Jackson's  troops,  would  emerge  from  the  woods  and  at 
tack  the  enemy  in  flank  ;  but  upon  watching  the  body  of  troops  be 
fore  me  for  a  short  time.  I  became  satisfied  that  they  belonged  to  the 
enemy  and  threatened  a  dangerous  assault  on  our  left,  where  it  wag 
weak;  I  therefore  ordered  Captain  Creushaw  to  fire  upon  them.  Very 
eoon  a  staff  officer  of  General  Ewell  came  up  to  insist  on  stopping, 
this  fire,  as  General  Ewell  believed  the  troops  before  us  were  friends. 
I  caused  the  fire  to  be  suspended  for  a  few  moments,  but  being  fully 
satisfied,  by  further  observation,  my  first  conclusion  was  right,  I  di 
rected  Captain  Crenshaw  to  resume  the  fire,  which  he  did,  with  good 
aim,  dis'per sing  the  enemy  quickly.  General  Ewell  was  afterwards 
fully  satisfied  with  the  correctness  of  this  course.  At  one  time  during 
the  action,  and  before  firing  on  the  troops  mentioned,  Captain  Cren- 
shaw,  with  my  approval,  withdrew  the  battery  to  some  distance  to  the 
rear  to  rest  for  three  quarters  .of  an  hour.  For  a  part  of  tht>  time 
during  the  action,  two  or  three  batteries  were  firing  on  hi.n  at  once  ; 
at  last,  two  of  the  pieces  having  been  disabled  by  the  breaking  of  the 
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axles,'  and  the  other  two  having  become  too  hot  to  fire,  and  many  * 
men  and  horses  killed  or  disabled.  I  directed  Captain  Crenshaw  to 
withdraw  his  battery  from  the  field,  which  ho  did  by  moving  the  two 
disabled  pieces  by  hand  tmd  using  the  horses  with  most  of  the  other 
guns.  Captain  Crenshaw  was  immediately  replaced  by  Captain  Mar- 
mad  uke  Johnson,  whom  General  Loe  ordered  forward  on  roy  Applica 
tion  for  another  battery.  Capt  Johnson,  who  had  already  been,  at  an 
early  hour  in  the  morning,  at  Moghanicsville,  proud  of  the  efficiency 
of  his  battery  by  silencing  the  artillery  of  the  enemy  opposite  to 
him,  entered  on  this  second  conflict  with  great  vigor.  Three  batte 
ries  opened  upon  him,  and  he  was  exposed  to  an  incessant  shower  of 
rifle  balls.  lie  silenced  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  by  the  use  of 
round  shot,  and  kept  up  the  contest  hotly,  with  the  others.  In.  a 
short  time,  I  think  about  twenty  minutes,  twenty  of  his  men  ar-d  ton 
horses  were  killed  or  wounded,  aud  his  b'attery  was  disabled.  Under 
this  severe  fire  his  men  stood  to  their  guns  like  veterans,  till  I  or 
dered  the  battery  to  be  withdrawn,  in  order  to  replace  it  by  a  section  of 
that  of  Captain  Mclntosh,  sent  forward  by  General  Lee»  at  my  re 
quest. 

Captain  Mclntosh  had  hardly  taken  It  is  position  when  his  horse 
was  shot  under  him.  Like  Captain  Johnson,- Captain  Mclrijosh  had 
already  proved  the  efficiency  of  his  battery,  at  Mechanicsvillo,  having 
opened  the  fight  and  been  hotly  engaged  the  evening  befoie,  -and 
having  resumed  it  in  the  morning,  until  all  his  ammunition  was  ex 
pended,  and  he  was  obliged  to  go  back  for  a  further  supply.  When 
Captain  Mclntosh  took  his  position,  he  found  the  view  of  the  enemy's 
position  too  much  obstructed  bj  smoke  and  dus-t  to  allow  him  to  aim 
at  any  object.  He  fired  two  or  three  rounds,  but  no  artillery  replied 
to  him.  He  then,*  by  my  direction,  withdrew  his  guns  som-j  distance 
to  the  roar,  to  remain  in  readiness  for  farther  orders 

It  was  now  towards  sunset,  and  from  this  time  until  half  past  eight 
o'clock,  when  the  enemy  were  driven  from  the  field,  under  the  re 
peated  attacks  of  large  bodies  of  fresh  troops,  the  regiments  of  my 
brigade  were  engaged  at  different  points,  as  I  have  stated  above. 


CAMP  GREGG,  VIRGINIA,  > 
March  10,  18:13.    .,  \ 

I,  A.  C.  II  iskell,  certify,  on  honor,  tint  the  original,  of  which  the  ' 
foregoing  is  a  copy,  was  foun.l  among  General  Gregg's  pa-pors.  I 
am  well  acquainted  with  General  Gregg's  hand  writing,  and  I  know 
the  sai  1  rop  >it  to  be  in  his  proper  hand  writing.  No  further  report 
of  the  operations  around  Hichmorid  can  be  found  amo'ig  General 
Gregg's  capers. 

A.  C.  HASKELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant  Ventral. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  RANSOM  OF  OPERATIONS  ON  TIIK 
25TH,-2GTH  AND  27TH.JIINE,   18G2. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  BRIGADE,  DEPVRTMENT,  N.  C.,  > 
Drcwnj's  tilu/,  July  19,  186*2.  i 

ASSISTANT  ADJUTANT  GENERAL, 

General  Huger'*  s  Division  : 

SIR  :  I  -have  the  honor  to  submi^  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  different  regiments  composing  my  brigade  at  die  time, 
on  the  2oth.  and  26th,  and  27th  of  last  month: 

On  the  24th  ultimo,  the  brigade  left  Petersburg  for  Richmond,  with 
orders  to  report  to  General  Lee.  About  ten  o'clock  at  night,  I 
reached  Richmond,  with  the  twenty-fifth  North  Carolina  volunteers, 
(Colonel  Rutlcdge;)  the  t\venty-fourth,  thirty  fifth  and  forty-ninth 
having  preceded-— -  the  twenty-sixth  and  forty-eighth  being  le't  to  follow. 
Before  d  jyligbc,  on  the  25>h,  all  had  reached  Richmond.  Upon 
my  arrival  in  Richmond,  I  received  orders  to  report  to  General  Hu- 
ger,  to  he  n'aced  by  him  in  reseive,  on  the  Vulliamsburg  road.  At 
an  early  hojr  I  started  the  Iroops,  eiving  directions  for  them  to  report 
to  Gencial  Huger.  At  nine,  A.  M.,  J  reported  at  headquarters  of 
General  Huger,  for  orders,  and,  after  waiting  for  an  hour  or  more, 
ascertained  that  General  Wright  had  sent  back  and  ordered  forward 
two  of  my  regiments,  the  twenty-fifth  and  forty-ninth,  Colonels  Rut- 
lege  nn  i  Ivaraseur.  I  at  once  marched  to  the  front  and  past  the  en- 
trenchiwnts,  when  I  learned  that  Colonel  Rutledge's  regiment  was  then 
actually  engaging  the  en**iny- justtb  the  left  of  the  Williamsburg 
road,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  front  ,of  our  woiks.  From 
that  time,  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  till  .sunset,  this  regiment  held  in 
check  1'  x  \  .n>y's  troops,  who  three  times  attempted  to  force  them, 
but  without  effect.  About  six,  P.  M.,  the  enemy  opened  upon  that 
regimert  v.ith  grape,  but  they  held  the'r  -position  without  wavering, 
until  Cupt  n  Huger,  with  a  section  of  his  battery  completely  silenced 
the  fire.:."  ti  •  en>nny. 

During  •••. o  whole  afternoon,  the  enemy  was  throwrng  shell,  and  at 
one  time,  very  rapidly.  Casualties,  two  "killed  and  saveral  wounded. 
This  was  the  first  time  that  this  regiment  (twenty-fifth)  was  ever  under 
fire,  although  in 'service  for  ne  irly  a  year.  Tne  regiment  behaved 
Admirably ,  and  I  fna  proud  to  bear  witness  to  its  unwavering  gal 
lantry. 

The  forty-ninth  North  Carolina  volnnterrs,  Colonel  Ramseur,  was 
the  next  to  take  position  under  fire.  On  the  2oth'  June  it  was  placed 
in  support  of  a  regiment  of  Colonel  Wright — several  casualties  oc 
curred.  In  the  afternoon  it  was  relieved  by  the  twenty-fourth.  Colo 
nel  Claike.  •  On  several  occasions,  from  the  25th  to  the  29th,  tho 
regiment  was  under  fire,  and  acted  handsomely  It  had  then  been  in 
service  only  about  two  months.  I  have  before  reported  its  conduct 
on  the  1st  inst.  The  twenty  fourth.  Colonel  Clarke,  relieved  Colonel 
Raiaseur's  regiment  in  the  afternoon,  and  was  pushed  forward  to  thr< 


366 

advance  pickets,  where  it  met  a  severe  fire,  but  it  repulsed  the  enemy, 
-and  captured  several  muskets.  During  the  evening,  two  were  killed 
and  Feven  wounded.  At  sunset,  the  regiment  w-as  relieved.  On 
the  2?th,  the  regiment  went  again  on  picket.  During  the  afternoon, 
the  enemy  attempted  to  dislodge  it,  with  both  artillery  and  infantry, 
but  without  effect.  At  two  o'clock  at  night,  he  made  an  attack,  but 
was -signally  re'pulsed. 

Early  on  the -morning  of  the  28th,  the  line  was  advanced,  a  few 
prisoners  captured,  and  th'e  enemy's  pickets  driven  to  his  works.  This 
regiment  had  never  before  been  under  fire,  and  its  conduct  deservedly 
received  my  commendation.  • 

The  forty-eighth,  Colonel  R.  C.  Hill,  early  in  the  day,  25th  June, 
had  been  thrown  out  to  support  Colonel  Doles.  During  the  afternoon, 
;ue  misapprehension,  it  -had  retired  to  the  works  a  few  hundred 
in  rear.  As  soon  as  I  ascertained  this  fact,  the  regiment  was 
ordered  out  to  its  former  position.  This  was  about  six,  P.  M.  Hardly 
had  the  regiment  gotten  to  the  ground,  before  the  enemy  was  seen 
advancing  in  strong  force.  Colonel  Hill  had  formed  his  regiment 
just  in  front  of  French's  house,  behind  a  low  hill,  and  under  cover  of 
o.  Before  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  the  regiment,  which  was 
lying  down,  rose,  charged,  and  drove  him  back  several  hundred  yards, 
covering. the  ground  with  his  dead  and  wounded.  There  were  known 
to  havo  been  two  regiments,  the  first  New  York  and  tenth  Indiana 
opposed  to  them.  Colonel  Hill's  loss  was  eighteen  killed,  and  from 
sixty  to  eighty  wounded.  He  has  made  no  official  report,  as  on  the 
day  after  this  he  was  detached  from  my  brigade,  and  I  have  not  since 
been  nblo  to  communicate  with  him.  Colonel  Hill  was  conspicuously 
gallant.  His  regiment  was  only  two  months  in  service,  and  I  am 
happy  to  have  witnessed  its  courage. 

At  sunset,  June-  25th,  Colonel  Ransom's  regiment,  thirty-fifth 
North  Carolina  volunteers,  relieved  the  twenty-fifth  on  picket.  At 
about  nine  and  a  half,  P.  M.,  the  enemy,  under  cover  of  the  (lark- 
ness,  approached  to  within  less  than  a  hundred  yards,  and  opened 
with. a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  upon  the  regiment.  The  fire  was  in 
stantly  returned  with  fearful  effect,  as  the  enemy  were  standing  and 
our  men  lying  down.  A  small  portion  of  the  regiment  became  disor 
dered,  but  the  Colonel  soon  brought  them  into  position  ;  and  although 
twice  afterwarcTs  during  the  night  they  were  attacked,  the  regiment 
held  its  position  till  morning,  without -giving  a  foot  gf  ground,  losing 
one  Isiljed  and  five  wounded.  At  the  battle  of  Newbtrn  this  regi 
ment  is  said  to  have  acted  badly.  On  the  night  of  the  25th  ultimo 
and  1st  instant, .it  acted  with  wonderful  staunchness  and  admirable 
gallantry.  Any  officer  may  be  proud  to  command  it. 

At  ji  little  before  dark,  25th  June,  Colonel  Vance,  twenty-sixth 
North  Carolina  volunteers,  relieved  the  twenty-fourth  in  front  of  the 
enemy.  During  the  night  it  was  attacked  Ky  a  strong  body  of  the 
enemy.  Most  of  the  regiment  held  its  ground  and  did  good  service. 
A  part,  however,  became  detached,  and  left  its  position,  which  it  did 
not  retake  till  next  morning.  The  loss  was  thre'e  killed  and  eight 
wounded.  On  the  27th  June,  the  regiment  was  again  on  picket, 
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pushed  to  the  front,  and  took  possession  of  some  unfinished  works  of 
the  enemy.  Just  as  it  was  about  to  be  relieved,  it  was  attacked  by  the 
enemy,  but  returned  the  fire  so  briskly  and  with  such  effect  as  to 
drive  them  back.  The  loss  to  us  was.  twp  wounded.  Jn  making' this 
report,  I  am  without  any  official  communication  from  Cols.  Hill  and 
Ramseur.  The  cause  of  the  absence  of  a  report  in  case  of  Col.  Hill 
I  have  explained.  Colonel  Ramseur  was  severely  wounded  on  the  1st 
instant,  in  the  engagement,  and  has  not  been  able,  to  communicate 
with  me  since.  My  brigade  was  composed  of  new  troops,  and  those 
principally  who  had  never  been  under  "fire  of  any  description. 

During  the  whole  of  the  afternoon  of  the  J25th,  all  of  them  were 
subjected  to  quite  a  lively  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  an^l  during 
that' and  the  conflicts  of  the  days  and  nights  subsequent,  it  behaved 
in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  well-tried  veterans^  To  all  the  field 
officers  I  owe  my  thanks,  particularly  to  Colonels  Clarke  and  Rutledge, 
Ramseur  and  Ransom.  . 

Yerv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

R.  RANSOM,  JR., 

Brigadier  General. 


GENERAL  RANSOM'S  REPORT  OF  BATTLE  OF  MALVERN 

*  HILL. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  BRIGADE,  HOLMES'  DIVISION,  > 
's  Bluff,  pa.,  July  1  1  ,  1862.     .  J 


Colonel  S.  S.  ANDERSON,  • 

Assistant  ^Aujntant  General,  General  Hugrr^s  Division  : 

SIP.  :  Having  been  temporarily  attached  to  General  ITngor's  com 
mand  at  the  time,  I  havo  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  pnrt  taken  by  'my  brigade  in  the  action  on  Malvern  lliJl,  during 
the  afternoon  of  the  2d  instant: 

My  brigade  consisted  of  the  following  named  regiments,  all  from 
North  Carolina  :  twenty-  fourth.  Colonel  Clarke;  twenty-fifth,  Colo 
nel  Rutledge  ;  twenty-sixth,  s  Colonel  Yance  ;  thirty-fifth.  Colonel 
Rnnsom  ;  forty-eighth,  Colonel  Hill  ;  forty-ninth,  Colonel  Ramsenr  — 
Colonel  Hill's  regnnent  was  absent  on  duty  with  the  brigade  of  Gen- 
eral  Walker.  The  effective  force  present  was  about  thr.ee  thousand. 
Between  two  and  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  brigade  left  the  Quaker 
road,  and  was  put  in  line  of  battle,  by  General  Huger's  order,  about 
a  mile  and  a,  quarter  fiom  whore  the  action  was  then  going  on.  The 
giound  then  occupied  was  a  belt  of  woods,  bordering  on  a  small 
stream: 

In  this  position  we  remained,  exposed  to  the  bursting  of  an  oc 
casional  shell,  until  about  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  a  messenger 
reached  me  from  General  Magruder,  asking  that  I  would  go,  to  his 
support.  The  summons  was  not  obeyed  ;  but  I  sont  word  to  Gi  IHM-H! 
H  -iger-  1<>  get  instructions.  His  rej  Sy  sustained  my  action.  Jn  adout 
httlf  an  hour  another  order  from  General  Magruder  arrived.  Genera! 
Huger  v,;js  present,  an-l,  under  I:'-?  direction,  I  informed*  General  Ma- 
grud»M  th;»-  orders  to  me  must  come*  through  General  Hu^rr.  fj'l»e 
engaji^Hit  M.  was  now  very  vavm,  and  extended  along  our  whol  ffiit. 
At  S'  von  "'clock,  .P.  M.,  I  received  word  from  Gei^ral  Magrudrr  (hat 
he  mils:  have  aid,  if  only  a  regiment.  The  message  was  so  ptes»ing 
that  7  tit  once  directed  Colonel  Clarke  to  go,  with  his  regimen  %  and 
report  to  General  .Magruder.  and,  at  the  same  time,  s.nt  my  aid-de- 
camp.  Lieutenant  Brqadnax,  to  General  Iluger  for  orders.  LieuU-n- 
ant  I>  brought  me  somewhat  discretionary  orders,  to  go  or  not,  hut 
not  to  place  myself  under  General  Magruder.  The  brigade  was  at 
once  put  in  motion  by  the  right  flank,  (as  the  line  we  had  been  occu 
pying  was  at  right  angles  to  that  upon  which  the  battle  was  ragi-ng») 
Colonel  Clarke's  regiment  had  already  gone;  C«.oncl  Rutledge  next 
followed;  then  Colonel  Ransom,  Colonel  JUinseur  nn  1  Colonel  Vance, 
all  moved  to  the  scene  of  conflict,  at  the  douhK  'juick.  As  each  of 
the  three  first-named  re^imints  reached  the  fir!«i,  they  were  at  once 
thrown  into  action,  by  Generil  Magruder's  orders.  As  the  last  tw'o 
arrived,  they  were  halted  by  me,  to  regain  their  breathy  and  then 
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pushed  forward,  under  as  fearful  a  fire  as  the  mind  can  conceive.  In 
the  charge  made  by  Colonel  Ransom's  regiment,  he  'was  thrice 
wounded,  and  had  to.be  taken  from  the  field.  The  lieutenant  colonel 
(Petoray)  then  took  command,  arfd,  in  a  few  moments,  he  fell,  mor 
tally  wounded.  Colonel  Rutlodge's  regiment  went  gallantly  forward, 
and  the  colonel  was  seriously  stunned  by  the  explosion  of«a  shell, 
and  the  major  severely  wounde  1.  The  fire  was  so  firm  that  the  three 
regiments  were  compelled  to  fall  back  under  the  crest  of  some  inter 
vening  hills.  % 

At  this  juncture,  I.  arrived  with  Ransom's  and  Vanc'e's  regiments, 
and,  ordering  the  whole  to  the  right,  so  as  to  be  able  to  form  under 
cover,  brought  the  brigade  in  line,  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy's  batteries.  This  was  upon  our  extreme  right.  The  hilb 
afforded  capital  cover.  I  had  no  difficulty  in  forming  the  .line  as  I 
desired.  In  going  to  this  position,  1  passed  over  a  brigade,  coai- 
manded  by  Colonel  Anderson,  of 'Georgia,  and  requested  him  to  sup 
port  me  in  the  charge  I  was  about  to  make.  This,  to  ray  sad  disap 
pointment,  he  declined  to  do. 

It  was  new  twilight ;  the  line  was  put  in  motion,  and  moved 
steadily  forward,  to  within  less  than  a. hundred  yards  of  the  batteries. 
The  enemy  seemed  to  be  unaware  of  our  movement.  Masses  of  his 
troo.ps  seemed  to  be  moving  from  the  left  towards  the  right.  Just  at 
this  instant  the  brigade  raised  a  tremendous  shout,  and  the  enemy  at 
once  whirled  into  line,  and  opened  a  perfect  sheet  of  fire  from  mus 
ketry  and  the  batte>ics.  We  steadily  advanced,  to  within  twenty 
yards  of  the  guns.  The  enemy  had  concentrated  his  force  to  meet  us. 
Our  onward  movement  was  checked;  the  line  wavored  and  f<;ll  back 
before  the  fire,  the  intensity  of  which  is  beyond  description. 

It  was  a  bitter  disappointment,  to  be  compelled  to  yield,  when  their 
guns  seemed  almost  in  our  hands.  It  was  now  dark.  and«I  conceived 
it  best  to 'withdraw  the  brigade,  which  was  quickly  doiie,  to  near  the 
point  from  which  we  had  started  at  seven  ofclock 

Although  we  did  not  succeed  in  taking  the  enemy's  guns,  I  am 
proud  to  bear  testimony  to  the  resolute  and  gallant  charge  of  the 
brigade.  Officers  and  men  behaved,  in  every  way,  as  becomes  fhe 
soldier  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  While  I  cannot  but  be  happy 
in  coin  mending  those  who  survive,  we  must  not  pass  unnoticed  the 
gallant  dead,  and  most  conspicuous  among  them,  the  noble  young 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Petoray,  who  fell  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  I 
should  do  injustice  if  I  failed  to  mention  the  conspicuous  conduct  of 
Colonels  iludcdge,  Ransom  and  Ramseur,  the  two  latter  being 
severely  wounded.  Major  Frances,  too,  of  the  twenty-fifth,  deserves 
the  highest  approbation. 

To  my  staff,  Lieutenant  J.  G.  A  she,  acting  assistapt  adjutant  gen- 
eral ;  Lieutenant  N.  E.  Broadnax,  aid-de-camp;  Captain  Fred.  Blake', 
volunteer  aid-de  camp.  I  am  indebted  for  valuable  assistance  in  the  field. 
To  Lieutenant  J.  L.  Henry,  first  North  Carolina  cavalry,  ordnance 
otficer,  I  must  express  my  thanks,  for  his  energy  and  zeal  in  collect 
ing;  arms  and  accoutrements  under  fire. 
24 
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A  list  of  casualties  is  here  appended :  Sixty-nine  killed,  three 
hundred  and  fifty-four  wounded,  seventy-six  missing ;  total,  four 
hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  very  respectfully, 

Your  o)>edi$nt  servant, 

R.  RANSOM,  Brigadier  General 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  MAIIONE  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  BIS 
BRIGADE  FROM  JUNE  IST  TO  JUNE  30™,  1862,  INCLU 
SIVE. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  BRIGADE,   VIRGINIA  VOLUNTEERS,  > 
Huger's  Division,  July  10,   1862.  $ 

To  Colonel  S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

Adjutant   General,  Hugcr's  Division  : 

COLONEL  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  Major  General 
commanding,  the  folio-wing  report  is  submitted  of  the  services  per 
formed  by  this  brigade  subsequent  to  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines, 
Sunday,  June  1st,  to  that  of  Malvern  Hill,  Tuesday,  July  let, 
1862,  inclusive  : 

Having  returned  from  the  battle-field  of  Seven  Pines,  Monday,  the 
2d  of  June,  it  was  assigned  to  position  on  our  front  line^  upon  the 
Charles  City  road,  at  Parad's  house,  connecting  on  the  left  with  Brig 
adier  General  Wright's  brigade,  stationed  in  like  manner  on  the  Wil- 
liamsburg  road.  Being  wholly  unsupported  on  the  right  towards  the 
Darbytown  road,  the  protection  of  the  long  line  was  committed  to  its 
charge,  which,  in  its  diminished  condition,  numbering  only  about 
eighteen  hundred  (1,800)  men  and  officers,  imposed  constant  vigilant 
exertions.  For  four  weeks  the  laborious  duties,  incident  to  this  out 
post  position,  were  cheerfully  and  faithfully  performed  by  the  troops, 
though  often  with  severe  trials  to  their  health,  owing  no  less  to  the 
season  of  the  year,  than  to  the  locality  which  they  occupied.  During 
this  period  several  skirmishes,  between  scouting  parties  in  advance  of 
the  lines,  occurred,  but  no  engagement  of  any  consequence,  except 
that  at  French's  field,  on  Wednesday,  the  25th  of  June,  upo-n  which  a 
separate  report  is  submitted.  In  these  skirmishes  two  men  were 
killed  and  two  wounded  on  our  side.  The  enemy's  loss  is  not  known  ; 
with  certainty  beyond  four  killed.  ' 

On  Sunday,  the  29th  of  June,  orders  were  received  to  proceed 
down  the  Charles  City  road,  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with 
other  forces  of  our  arm^,  now  pursuing  the  retreating  enemy 
along  the.  line  of  the  Chickahominy,  but  mainly  in  reference  to  the 
forces  which  had  been  stationed  on  the  north  side  of  the  White  Oak 
Swamp,  immediately  confronting  our  position  on  the  Charles  City  and 
Williamsburg  roads.  This  brigade-,  which  was  followed  by  those  of 
Brigadier  Generals  Armistead  and  Ransom,  pursued  their  march 
without  the  occurresce^of  any  incident  worthy  to  be  noted,  until  they 
arrived  at  the  place  known  as  Brightwell's  house,  where  a  small  party 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  met.  At  this  point  a  cioss-road,  leading 
from  the  Darbytown  road,  was  known  to  pass  down  to  the  White  Oak 
Swamp,  crossing  the  swamp  at  a  passable  ford,  in  rear  of  Chapman's, 
leading  thence  into  the  main  White  Oak  Swamp  road,  which  had  been 
heretofore  held  by  the  enemy,  and  upon  which  his  camps  and  fortifica 
tions  had  been  established.  It  was  anticipated  that,  by  the  White 
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Oak  Swamp  road,  Kearny's  division,,  which  had  been  more  imme 
diately  confronting  our  lines,  wouli  attempt  to  retreat,  crossing  the 
swamp  either  at  this  point  or  at  Fisher's  crossing,- where  another  di 
vision  of  the  enemy  was  known  to  have  been  fortified,  or  at  White 
Oak  Bridge,  where  he  was  also  known  to  •  have  been  in  large  force 
formidably  fortitified.  Upon  meeting  this  cavalry  scout,  it  wa3 
'deemed  essential  to  our  safety,  before  leaving  this  pass  to  the  Charles 
'City  and  Darbytown  roads  in  our  rear,  to  ascertain  if  the  enemy  had 
left  his  camp  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  swamp,  at  Chapman's.  With 
this  view,  a  reconnoitering  party  was  immediately  despatched,  which 
soon  returned  and  reported  the  enemy's  column  then  in  the  act  of 
crossing  the  swamp,  about  half  «i  mile  distant  from  our  troops.  The 
b'rigade  was  promptly  placed  in  position,  to -meet  the  approach  of  this 
force,  whose  advance  guard  and  our  skirmishers,  in  a  few  minutes 
afterwards,  came  into  collision.  .This  guard  was  dispersed,  and  two 
regiments  of  the  brigade  pushed  forward  upon  the  crossing  at  the 
fwamp.  Meantime  a  cavalry  scout  of  the  enemy  again  made  its  ap 
pearance,  Advancing  up  the  road,  and  were  routed  with  a  loss  of  three 
iren  and  three  horses  killed.  It  was  now  night,  and  our  forces,  hold 
ing  this  position,  slept  upon  their  arms.  At  this  point  we  captured 
fifteen  prisoners.  Early  the  next  morning,  it  was  ascertained  that 
Kearny's  division,  upon  coming  up  with  our  skirmishers,  had  re- 
croesed  the  swamp.  Satisfied  that  the  enemy  had  changed  his  route 
of  retreat  across  the  swamp,  the  next  point  which  seemed  to  require 
.the  like  precautions,  as  at  Brightwell's,  was  Fisher's,  near  by  where 
there  was  a  still  better  crossing  of  the  swamp,  and  which  was  known 
to  lead  directly  to  a  large  camp  of  the  enemy.  The  brigade  was  now 
advanced  to  a  position,  covering  the  crossing  at  Fisher's,  when  it  was 
ascertained  that  a  considerable  body  of  the  enemy  had  passed 
from  ficrpss  the  swamp  into  the  Charles  City  road  the  evening  before. 
Again  moving  forward,  we  at  once  came  upon  the  rear  guard  of  the 
enemy,  and  found  the  road  for  more  than  a  mile  blockaded.  Skir 
mishing  was  kept  up  along  this  section  of  the  road,  the  enemy  readily 
yeilding  to  our  advance  until  we  came  to  Bracket's  field,  where  he 
was  found  in  force,  fortified  by  the  advantages  of  a  superior  position, 
which  it  was  deemed  mccessary  to  reconnoitre  before  pushing  further, 
and  the  propriety  of  this  precaution,  it  may  be  well  to  remark,  waa 
fully  sustained  by  subsequent  actual  examination  of  the  ground  he 
occupied.  Meantime  two  pieces  of  Moorman's  battery  were  put  in 
position,  and  opened  fire  upon  his  lines,  which  was  returned  with  gre&t 
energy  arid  effect.  This  continued  until  late  at  night.  The  loss 
of  thq  brigade  in  this  engagement  was  serious,  considering  that  it  was 
confined  exclusively  to  the  artillery,  the  cwiduct  of  whose  officers 
•and  men  deserves  high  commendation,  and  especially  that  of  Captain 
Moorman,  who  directed  the  operation  of  his  pieces,  under  a  galling 
fire,  with  great  vigor  and  self-possessei  deliberation.  He  lost  in 
killed,  one  man;  in  wounded,  a  lieutenant,  two  non-commissioned 
officers  and  one  private.  The  forty-first  Virginia,  which  suffered 
more  severely  than  any  other  regiment,  owing  to  its  position  as  a  sup 
porting  force  to  our  battery,  and  where  it  behaved  well,  under  the 
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authority  of  the  gallant  I*arharn,  lost  in  killed,  one  officer  and  seven 
teen  privates,  and  in  wounded,  eighteen  privates.  The  forty-ninth 
Virginia,  occupying  like  relations  to  the  battery,  with  the  same  com 
mendable  firmness,  stimulated  by  the  characteristic  coolness  of  its 
fearless  commander,  Colonel  William  Smith,  also  suffered  heavily 
under  this  fire,  losing  in  killed  two  men  and  twenty-eight  wounded. 
The  sixth  Virginia,  which  firmly  maintained  its  place  on  the  right  of 
our  front,  lost  in  killed,  one  commissioned  officer  and  two  privates, 
and  in  wounded,  two  privates.  When  it  was  considered  that  this  regi 
ment  suffered  this  entire  loss  from  a  terrific  cannonading,  (of  short 
duration,)  which  it  was  impossible  for  them  in  any  manner  to  return, 
their  intrepidity  cannot  be  too  much  admired. 

The  next  morning,  Tuesday,  July  1st,  we  took  up  our  march  along 
the  Charles  City  road,  and  thence  into  the  Quaker  road,  nnd  under 
th6  more  immedate  direction  of  the  Major  General  commanding,  until 
reaching  the  scene  of  the  engagement  of  that  day,  when,  by  his 
order,  the  brigade  was  reported  to  Major  General  Magruder,  by 
whom  it  was  at  once  put  into  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  in  connec 
tion  with  which  its  conduct  and  casualties  are  made  the  subject  of  a 
Beparate  report. 

I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  MAHONE, 

Brigadier  General. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  MAHONE    OF    BATTLE  OF    JUNE 

1862.      • 


HEADQUARTERS  (IN  FIELD)   SECOND   BRIGADE,  VA.  VOLUNTEERS,  ) 

Huger's  Division,  July   10,   1862.       \ 

Colonel  S.  S.  ANDERSON,  A.  A.  G.  Hugefs  Division  : 

COLONEL  :  The  importance  given  by  Major  General  McClellan, 
United  States  army,  to  the  engagement  which  took  place  in  French's 
field  on  Wednesday,  the  25th  June,  between  a  portion  of  his  forces 
and  those  of  Major  General  Iluger's  command,  in  front  of  our  lines 
on  the  Williamsburg  road,  makes  it  but  just  to  the  troops  of  tfcis 
brigade  that  the  part  performed  by  them  in  that  action  should  be 
recorded.  It  is  apparent  from  the  despatches-  of  the  Federal  com 
mander  to  his  Government  that  he  was  present,  in  person,  directing 
Uie  attack,  and  that  he  looked  to  it  as  the  beginning  of  a  general 
demonstration  upon  our  lines.  The  series  of  victories  achieved  by 
our  army  immediately  subsequent  may  give  to  this  day's  proceedings 
still  more  consequence.  This  brigade,  it  will  be  remembered,  occu 
pied  that  portion  of  our  front  lines  which  covered  the  Charles  City 
road,  its  passes  and  approaches;  while  that  of  Brigadier  General 
Wright  held  a  like  position  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  immediately 
on  my  left.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  June  it  \vas  dis 
covered  that  the  enemy  were  pressing  with  energy  upon  General 
Wright's  front.  Assistance  from  this  brigade  was  immediately  ten 
dered,  but  in  a  short  time  General  Wright,  sustained  by  a  portion  of 
Brigadier  General  Ransom's  brigade,  succeeded  in  driving  him  back 
over  the  ground  he  had  so  boldly  presumed  to  occupy,  and  the  firing 
had  now  ceased.  With  the  view,  however,  of  providing  against  a 
renewal  of  the  attack  by  the  enemy  with  an  increased  force,  and  any 
attempt  which  might  be  made  to  flank  General  Wright's  position  on 
the  right  of  his  line,  where  it  appeared  he  was  not  sufficiently  pro 
tected,  a  large  portion  of  this  brigade,  with  two  pieces  of  Grimes' 
artillery,  were  brought  up  and  placed  in  position,  the  former  under 
cover  of  woods,  and  the  latter  masked.  Soon  after,  skirmishing,  with 
some  severity,  was  renewed  on  General  Wright's  front,  and  in  the 
afternoon  a  vigorous«attempt  was  made  to  turn  his  flank  where  I'  had 
anticipated  such  effort  would  be  made.  For  this,  however,  we  were 
prepared,  and  a  few  well  directed  shots-  from  Grimes'  pieces  drove  the 
enemy,  -with  loss  and  confusion,  from  his  position.  But,  in  a  few 
minutes,  he  returned  to  the  conflict  under  cover  of  a  piece  of  artil 
lery,  which  was  placed  in  a  position  favorable  to  his  contemplated 
advance.  At  this  point  of  time,  now  late  in  the  evening,  Colonel 
Wills'  regiment,  of  Ransom's  brigade,  moved  forward  in  line  of  battle, 
supported  on  the  left  by  Colonel  Doles'  regiment,  of  Wright's  brigade. 
The  firing  now  became  active  and  serious  in  its  effects.  Colonel 
Wills'  regiment,  having  moved  close  upon  the  enemy  in  his  concealed 
position,  had  suffered  severely,  and  for  a  moment  gave  way.  Their 
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ground,  however,  was  promptly  occupied  by  the  twelfth  and  a  bat 
talion  of  the  sixth  Virginia  regiments,  of  this  brigade.  Meantime, 
Colonel  Smith,  of  the  forty-ninth,  whose  regiment,  with  that  of  the 
forty-first  and  the  second  battalion  of  the  sixth  Virginia,  had  been 
placed  in  a  skirt  of  woods  leading  out  on  the  enemy's  left  flank,  most 
opportunely  moved  forward  and  attacked  him  upon  his  rear  and  flank. 
Thus  pressed. simultaneously  upon  front  and  flank,  the  enemy  fled 
precipitately,  leaving  a  large  number  of  his  dead  and  wounded  scat 
tered  upon  the  field.  Colonel  Smith  captured  nine  prisoners. 

The  timely  appearance  of  Colonel  Smith  with  his  regiment,  and 
his  deliberate  and  judicious  direction  of  its  actions,  rendered  the  com 
bined  movement  of  our  forces  at  this  point  eminently  successful.  His 
written  report  to  me  is  herewith  forwarded  as  an  interesting  paper  in 
connection  with  the  engagement.  In  this  action  the  forty-ninth  had 
two  officers  and  six  men  wounded,  the  sixth  .Virginia  one  man 
wounded,  and  the  twelfth  twenty-three  men  wounded. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  MAHONE, 

Brigadier  General. 


' 
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HILL. 


/Qiis  .SFOMMJ  BRIGADE,  VA.  YOLS.,   Hooka's  DIVISION,  ) 

July  15,  1862.      \ 

Colonel.S.  8.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  lingers  Division  : 

COLONEL:  In  conformity  to  usage,  and  in  compliance  with  the 
Major  General's  request,  I  beg  to  report  the  conduct  and  casualties 
of  this  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  Tuesday,  July  1st, 
1*62  : 

As  directed  by  him,  the  brigade  was  reported  to  Major  General 
Magruder,  who  ordered  that  it  should  take"  position  immediately  io 
rear  ef  Brigadier  General  Weight's  brigade,  already  in  position,  for 
the  purpose  of  a  combined  charge  upon  tho  line  of  the  enemy's  bat 
teries,  which  he  had  arranged  to  make  by  simultaneous  movement 
from  our  front  and  flanks.  The  brigade,  although  prompt  in  moving 
to  the  position  assigned  it,  and  in  doing  which  was  exposed  to  the 
ftre  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  adroitly  posted  behind  wheat  shocks 
in  the  valley  on  our  right,  had  not  ye.t  gotten  into  place  when  the  or 
der  came  from  General  Magruder,  who,  I  presume,  supposed  all  was 
ready  with  us,  that  the  charge  assigned  to  our  forces,  (General 
Wright's  brigade  and  my  own,)  should  be  made.  It  was  now  about 
five,  I*.  M.  The  order  was  responded  to  with  spirit  and  alacrity  by 
our  troops,  but  with  less  order  and  .effect  than  was  desirable,  and 
would  otherwise  have  been  secured,  owing  to  the  circumstances  which 
I  have  adverted  to.  Our  troops,  however,  went  forward  with  aa 
earnest,  over  a  succession  of  steep  hills  and  ravines,  until  coming  up 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  left  batteries,  where  they 
encountered  his  advance  troops,  in  large  force,  strongly  positioned 
behind  the  crest  of  hills,  under  cover  of  his  guns.  At  this  time, 
there  were  no  other  troops  engaging  the  enemy  in  our  view,  or  in 
supporting  connection,  and  here,  for  aboift  two  hours,  the  fire.  and 
fury  of  battle  raged  with  great  obstinacy  and  destruction  on  both 
bides.  Ouj  men  finally  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  from  the 
its  pccupied  in  our  front,  ami  immediately  under  his  guns,  and 
upon  his  reserves  at  that  point,  and  occupying  the  position  'from 
which  he  had  resisted  our  advance  wi;h  such  obstinacy  and  deadly 
effect.  It  was  now  near  night,  when  it  was  discovered  that  the  en 
emy  had  advanced  from  his  right  across  the  field,  and  had  enfiladed 
our  position.  Our  men  were  then  suffering  severely  from  his  fire  in 
this  direction,  when,  opportunely  for  our  protection,  and,  perhaps,  res 
cue'  from  utter  destruction,  our  troops  came  upon  him  from  the 
right  of  the  line,  disconcerting  this  plan  of  his,  and  driving  him 
back,  with  great  slaughter,  upon  his  line  of  artillery  and  reserves. 
In  the  meantime,  the  portion  of  our  command  which  had  driven  the 
enemy  from  our  front  and  occupied  his  »pcsjtion,  pressed  on  until 
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more  intimately  engaged,  many  of  them  falling  side  by  side  with  his 
men,  and  near  his  batteries.  Utter  darkness  now  covered  the  scene, 
and  the  tragedy,  closed,  leaving  General  Wright  and  myself,  with  the 
remnants  of  our  shattered  brigades,  in  possession  of  the  ground, 
which  they  had,  at  a  heavy  sacrifice  of  kindred  blood,  but  with  spirit 
and  gallantry,  won.  General  Wright  and  myself,  conjointly  as  equals, 
and  not  as  his  senior,  arranged  and  positioned  for  the  night  all  the 
Various  troops  which  were  now  within  the  reach  of  our  authority — 
first  establishing  our  picked  line,  and  then  giving  such  attention  to 
the  wants  of  the  wounded  around  us  asvour  capacity  and  resources 
would  admit.  These  more  exigent  dispositions  completed,  General 
Wright  and  myself  made  a  reconnaissance  of  the  enemy's  operation?, 
when  it  was  readily  discovered  that  he  was  rapidly,  though  in  evident 
good  order, 'abandoning  his  lines,  which  information  was  promptly 
communicated  to  General  Magruder.  At  an  early  hour  next  morn 
ing,  a  large  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  made  their  appearance  oa 
the  line  which  he  had  occupied  with  his  artillery  at  fi.rst,  and  for  a 
while  indicating,  by  their  movements,  the  purpose  of  a  descent  upon 
our  ambulance  corps  and  details  then  employed  on  the  field  ;  the  one 
in  their  fegitimate  duties,  and  the  other  in  collecting  scattered  arms 
and  accoutrements.  The  small  body  of  troops  now  remaining  upon 
the  field,  and  under  iny  command,  were  of  my  own  brigade  exclu 
sive,  and,  with  but  few  exceptions,  of  the  twelfth  Virginia,  the  exer 
tions  and  gallantry  of  whose  Colonel,  D.  A.  Weisiger,  in  Con 
ducting  the  operations  of  his  regiment,  merit  high  commendation. 
With  these,  I  continued  to  hold  the  ground  which  we  had  occupied 
during  the  night, "mainly  with  the  view  or'  protecting  our  details  from 
any  onslaught  by  the  enemy's  cavalry,  employing  details  from  my 
own  limited  force  to  care  for  the  wounded,  and  to  gather  up  the  scat 
tered  arms  and  accoutrements  in  my  immediate  vicinity.  This  work 
completed,  and  the  enemy's  cavalry  having  withdrawn,  and  other 
bodies  of  our  own  troops  having  come  upon  the  field,  I  withdrew  my 
small  band,  which  was  now  much  in  need  of  rest  and  food.  It  would 
be  unjust,  perhaps,  tc  particularize  any  acts  of  personal  gallantry, 
a«  my  own  inability  \o  overlook  the  conduct  of  all  might. lead  to  in 
justice  to  some  equally  distinguished  for  deeds  of  heroism.  The  ban 
ners,  however,  of  the  regiments  of  this  brigade,  which  were  engaged 
irt  the  fight,  the  sixth,  sixteenth,  twelfth,  and  forty-first  Virginia  reg 
iments,  bear  evidence  of  the  severity  of  the  fire  under  which  they 
were  pressed  upon  the  enemy's  lines.  Unfortunately,  that  of  the  six-" 
teenth,  which  was  borne  forward  with  conspicuous  gallantry  by  Lieu- 
'tenant  Colonel  Ham,  commanding,  and  returned  to  me  completely 
riddled,  and  its  staff  shattered  to  pieces,  was  taken  by  some  unworthy 
hand  during  the  night  we  remained  upon  the  field.  Lieutenant  Col 
onel  Parham,  of  the  forty-first,  the  only  field  officer  with  the  regi 
ment,  was  unfortunately  seriously  wounded  while  baldly  leading  his 
regiment  into  action,  and  Oji  this  account,  this  regiment  participated 
to  a  less  extent  in  the  fight,  though  it  suffered  quite  as  much,  owing 
to  its  exposed  position  while  engaged.  The  brigade  carried  into. this 
battle  ninety-three  commissioned  officers  and  eleven  hundred  and 
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thirty-three  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  and  lost,  in  killed, 
four  officers  and  thirty-five  men,  and  wounded,  thirteen  officers  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty-one  men ;  missing,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
men. 

All  of  which,  Colonel,  is  respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  MAHONE, 

Brigadier  General. 


• 
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REPORT  OF  GENERAL  ARMISTEAD. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  BRIGADE,  HUGER'S  DIVISION,  > 

July  14,  1862.  J 

Colonel  S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

A.  A.  General,  Hugers  Division  : 

COLONEL  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  dated  headquarters  department 
Northern  Virginia,  July  10th,  1862,  I  have  the  honor  to  suhmit  the 
following  report: 

June  26th,  1862,  the  fourth  brigade,  Huger's  division,  was  posted 
about  five  miles  from  Richmond,  between  the  Richmond  and  York 
River  railroad  and  the  Williamsburg  road.  The  brigade  occupied 
rifle-pits  in  the  margin  of  the  -woods,  from  the  railroad  to  the  Wil 
liamsburg  road,  in  front  of  an  open  field,  extending  along  the  line 
ihree-quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  to  another  belt  of  woods.  The  ninth 
and  fifty-third  regiments,  and  fifth»battalion  were  thrown  out  as  pickets 
in  the  woods,  in  front  of  the  field  with  the  third  Georgia,  of 
General  Wright's  brigade,  as  a  reserve,  engaged  the  enemy  at  ten 
o'clock,  A.  M.  Enemy  in  force.  The  fourteenth  and  thirty-eighth  sent 
in  to  support  the  line,  which  was  maintained.  Later,  the  fourteenth 
and  thirty-eighth  were  ordered  to  occupy  the  advanced  line  with  the 
ninth,  fifty-third,  and  fifth  battalion  as  reserve ;  second  Georgia  in 
rifle-pits.  Loss  on  our  side  one  killed,  (private,)  one  wounded,  (lieu 
tenant,)  two  missing..  Loss  of  the  enemy  unknown.  Prisoners  taken 
and  sent  to  General  Wright's  headquarters,  one  captain,  one  sergeant 
and  nine  privates. 

June  26th,  1862. — The  third  Georgia,  at  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  re 
lieved  the  fourteenth  and  thirty- eighth  Virginia.  The  fifth  battalion, 
ninth,  fourteenth  and  fifty-third  ordered  back  to  rifle-pits. 

June  27th,  1862.— The  fifty-third  and  ninth  relieved  the  second 
Georgia  at  four  o'clock,  P,  M.  Enemy  tgied  to  force  the  line.  Four 
teenth  and  thirty-eighth  ordered  to  support  it.  Enemy  driven  back. 
General  Huger  orders  the  woods  to  be  held.  Don't  want  to  attack. 
Number  of  men  present  in  the  brigade  for  duty,  eleven  hundred  and 
thirty  eight ;  officers,  seventy,  exclusive  of  the  third  Georgia. 

June  28th,  1862. — At  sunrise,  the  fourteenth  Virginia  was  ordered 
to  relieve  the  fifty-third,  which  came  back,  to  the  rifle-pits.;  reported 
loss,  seven  wounded.  The  ninth  and  fourteenth  Virginia  in  advance, 
thirty-eighth  as  reserve.  Four  o'clock,  P.  M. — Fifty  seventh  Vir 
ginia  ordered  out  as  advance,  all  other  regiments  ordered  back  to  rifle- 
pits. 

June  29th,  1862. — The  thirty-eighth  Virginia  ordered  to  support 
fifty- seventh,  at  six  o'clock,  A.  M. 

During  the  last  five  days,  there  has  been  constant  skirmishing 
along  the  line.  Sections  of  Captain  Turner's  and  Stribbling's  artil- 
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lery  companies  were  in  position  ;  the  former  did  good  service,  and 
delivered  a  very  effective  fire.  The  enemy  did  not  come  within  rang* 
of  the  guns  of  the  latter,  \vho  was  ordered  not  to  fire  unless  the  en 
emy  came  into  the  field,  or  appeared  on  the  railroad.  Brigade  moved 
to  the  Charles  City  road  Skirmish  engagement  between  General 
Mahone's*  brigade  in  advance,  and  the  enemy.  Captain  Grimes  (ar 
tillery  company)  reported  to  rne. 

June  30th,  186:3. — Moved  down  the  Charles  City  road  ;  General 
Mahone  in  advance.  Engaged  the  enemy  with  artillery.  Loss  in  my 
brigade,  one  killed  and  one  wounded. 

July  1st,  186-2. —Being  on  the  Charles  City  road,  between  the 
creek  "called  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  P.  Williams' farm,  I  was  ordered 
by  Mujor  General  Huger,  commanding  division,  with  my  brigade  and 
General  Wright's,  to  pass  to  the  right  cf  the  Charles  City  road,  and 
take  tho  enemy  in  flank.  Proceeding  in  this  direction,  by  a  blind 
road,  for  about  two  miles,  it  brought  me  into  the  Long  Bridge  road, 
near  the  point  where  General  Longstreet  had  engaged  the  enemy  the 
day  before.  I  reported  to  General  Lee,  commanding,  and  was  ordered 
by  him  to  proceed  to  the  Quaker  road,  in  the  direction  of  Willis' 
church.  Proceeding:,  in  obedience  to  orders,  for  about  a  mile  through 
the  woods,  around  Mrs.  C.  Gathrig^t's  farm,  I  met  with  Captain  Sat- 
catt,  the  commanding  General's  aid,  who  informed  me  that  the  enemy 
were  near  this  place  about  twelve  o'clock,  M.  I  immediately  threw 
out  the  necessary  pickets  and  skirmishers  in  front,  and  took  a  posi 
tion  with  the  right  of  -my  brigade  in  a  ravine  near  the  edge  of 
the  woods  skirting  Crew's  farm  on  that  side.  By  a  reconnoissauce, 
made  first  by  Colonel  Edmonds,  and  soon  after  verified  by  General 
Wright  and  myself,  a  sketch  of  which,  made  by  Colonel  Edmonds,  was 
sent  by  me  to  the  commanding  General,  i  found  that  the  enemy  were 
in  large  force  near  .and  around  Crew's  hous^e,  and  that  the  hill  in 
front  of  the  ravine  we  occupied,  was  a  good  position  for  artillery  ;  it 
was  asked  for,  and  Captains  Pegram'and  (Crimes'  batteries  were  sent. 
The  enemy's  pickets  were  handsomely  driven  in  to  prepare  for  our  ar 
tillery.  They  were  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Evans,  fourteenth  Virginia,  the  senior  officer. 

The  enemy,  in  the  meantime,  had  opened  fire,  about  one  o'clock,  P. 
M.  The  fire  was  a  terribfe  one,  and  the  men  stood  it  well.  The 
enemy  must  have  had  thirty  or  forty  pieces  opposed  to  ours,  of  supe 
rior  calibre.  No  men  could  have  behaved  better  than  Cuptains  Pe- 
gram  and  Grimes  ;  they  worked  their  guns  after  their  men  were  cut 
down,  and  only  retired  when  they  were  entirely  disabled.  I  sent  for 
more  artillery  repeatedly.  One  officer  reported  to  me,  whose  name  I 
have,  unfortunately,  forgotten.  But  what  I  wanted  never  arrived, 
that  is,  more  guns  and  heavier  ones.  About  three  o'clock,  P.  M., 
General  Longstreet  came  where  I  was,  to  whom  I  made  known  my  wants, 
and  he  promised  to  let  me  have  what  I  required.  If  sent,  I  never  saw 
or  heard  of  them.  Shortly  after  this,  the  enemy  approached  with  a 
heavy  body  of  skirmishers.  I  ordered  the  thirty- eighth,  fourteenth 
and  fifty-third  Virginia  regiments,  of  my  brigade,  to  drive  them  bafrk, 
which  they  did,  in  handsome  style.  In  their  ardor,  they  went  too  far, 
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but  fortunately  gained  some  protection  by  a  wave  of  the  ground  be 
tween  my  position  and  that  of  the  enemy.  .  I  was  thinking  of  the  best 
way  to  withdraw  them,  and  of  the  practicability  of  charging  the  ene 
my's  battery,  but  another  view  of  the  ground,  and  tho  di  -tince, 
(three-fourths  of  a  mile,)  determined  me  in  the  opinion  that  it  was 
folly  to  attempt  it,  unless  there  could  be  a  simultaneous  charge  made 
upon  tne  right  and  left.  -About  this  time,  somewhere  between  four 
end  five,  P.  M.,  General  Magruder  came  to  where  I  was,  assumed 
command,  and  gave  orders  for  a  charge — my  three  regiments  being 
still  in  advance  of  Generals  Mahone  and  Wright's  brigade,  whicfi 
came  up  immediately  on  iny  right.  Following  my  three .  regiments 
caoie  General  Cobb's  brigade,  and  soon  after,  the  ninth  r.nd  fifiy-third 
Vhginiu,  of  my  brigade,  and  these  by  the  fifty-seventh  Virginia,  same 
brigade.  The  enemy's  fire  ceased  soon  after  dark.  My  brigade  re 
mained  on  the  field%until  the  next  morning,  and  retired,  by  permis 
sion,  to  drier  ground. 

For  the  time  I  was  ""in  command,  I  have  to  thank  General  Wright 
for  his  hearty  co-operation  'and  assistance.  He  exposes  himself  un 
necessarily.  The  country  cannot  afford  to  rose  him.  To  Colonel 
Edmonds  and  Major  Cabell,  of  the  thirty- eighth  Virginia,  and  to 
Co!<-i!fcl  Hodges  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Evans,  of  the  fourteenth 
Virginia,  my  thanks  are  duo.  Others  may  equally  merit  them,  I  do 
not  doubt  it;  but  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  man  to  see  everything 
on  a  battle- fit-Id.  I  am  extremely  pleased  wich  the  conduct  oi  my 
brigade  on  the  1st  instant,  although  there  were  some  few  who  did  not 
behave  well.  • 

M\7  staff  officers,  Captain  J.  W.  Pegram.  assistant  adjutant  general  ; 
Lieutenant  J.  *D.  Darden,  aid-dc-camp  ;  Lieutenant  W.  L.  Randolph, 
ordnance  officer,  and  my  volunteer  aids,  Lieutenant  John  Dunlop  and 
the  Rt'V/J.  C.  Joyner,  cfiaphn  oft  he  fifty-  seventh  Virginia,  did  all 
that  men  could  do,  and  did  it  well.  Lieutenant  Dunlop  was  e?peci.;]ly 
mui-h  exposed  in  carrying  orders.  Lieutenant  It.  T.  DanielJr .,  adju 
tant  of  the  fifth  regiment,  reported  to  rne  on  the  2?th  ultimo,  as  vol 
unteer  aid  lie  rendered  valuable  service  in  a  bold  reconnoissance, 
and  for  his  subsequent  gallant  conduct  1  have  to  refer  you  to  the  re 
port  of  M:ijorCabell,  thirty-eighth  Virginia.  And  for  the  meritorious 
conduct  of  many  others,  I  respectfully  refer  to  the  respective  reports 
of  the  subordinate  commanders.  I  would  also  mention  the  good  con- 
due:  of.oneof  my  clerks,  private  A.  T.  Darden,  of  Upshur's  Randolph 
dragoons.  He  wus  wita  me  all  the  time. 

My  brigade  remained  in  camp  until  the  3d  instant,  about  ten 
or  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.  I  was  then  ordered  to  report -to  General 
Longstreet,  near  Temperance  Hall,  about  threo  miles  from  Shirley's, 
ne;u  iy  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Appomattox.  On  the  road,  1  re 
ceived  an  order  from  General  Longstreefc  to  report  to  General  A.  P. 
Hill,  .vhich  I  di<J  that  evening,  the  3d,  and  remained  subject  to  his 
orders  until  the  llth  instant,  when  I  rejoined  my  division,  at  this 
place 

i  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  reports  of  subordinate  commanders, 
of  the  parts  taken  by  them  in  the  engagements  of  July  1st,  and  copies 
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of  reports  of  skirmishes  on  the  25th  and  27th  ultimo,  (originals  previ 
ously  forwarded,)  with  list  of  casualties.  All  of  which  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  JV.  ARMISTEAD, 

Brigadier  General. 


GENERAL  WRIGHT'S   REPORT    OF   BATTLE    OF    KING'S 

SCHOOL-HOUSE. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  BRIGADE,  HUGER'S  DIVISION,  } 

Camp  in  Advance  on   Williamsburg'  Road,      \ 

July  8th,   1862.          ) 

Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

A.  A.   General,  Huger's  Division : 

COLONEL  :  I  beg  leave  herewith  to  enclose  to  you  a  report  of  the 
action  of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of  "King's  School-House,"  on  the 
25th  ultimo,  which  was  the  beginning  of  the  great  battles  of  Rich 
mond: 

About  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  25th  of  June, 
the  enemy  advanced •»  a  considerable  force  upon  our  pickets,  on  the 
right  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  and,  after  a  sharp  fire,  succeeded  in 
driving  them  back  to  the  skirt  of  woods  immediately  in  front  of  and 
about  half  a  mile  distant  from  our  lines.  The  fourth  Georgia  regi 
ment,  Colonel  George  Doles,  was  on  picket  duty  on  the  right  of  the 
road,  and  his  regiment,  numbering  less  than  four  hundred  men,  occu 
pied  a  line  of  twelve  hundred  yards.  He  had  instructions  to  give, 
me  immediate  information  in  case  the  enemy  made  any  demonstration 
against  him,  and,  failing  to  receive  any  communication  from  Colonel 
Doles,  I  was  not  apprised  of  the  success  of  the  enemy  in  driving 
back  our  pickets  until  I  saw  them  coming  out  of  the  woods.  In  jus 
tice  to  Colonel  Doles,  it  is  proper  to  state  that,  as  soon  as  he  dis 
covered  the  intention  of  the  enemy,  he  despatched  a  mounted  courier 
to  give  me  the  proper  notice.  The  courier  took  to  his  heels,  failed 
to  bring  me  the  report,  and  has  not  been  heard  of  since.  As  soon 
as  I  was  apprised  of  the  condition  of  affairs,  I  ordered  out  the  first 
Louisiana  and  first  Georgia  regiments,  and,  with  them,  immediate^ 
proceeded  to  the  scene  of  action.  The  first  Louisiana  regiment, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Shivers  commanding,  was  ordered  to  advance 
upon  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  its  left  resting  upon  the 
road,  and  tho,  twenty-second  Georgia  regiment,  Colonel  R.  K.  Jones, 
was  ordered  into  position  on  the  right  of  the  first  Louisiana.  These 
dispositions  being  made,  the  order  was  given  to  charge  upon  the  en 
emy,  then  about  emerging  from  the  woods,  and 'drive  him  back  to 
their  entrenched  works.  The  order  was  obeyed  with  alacrity,  the 
troops  springing  forward  with  loud  cheers  and  advancing  through  a 
terrific  fire  of  musketry,  routed  the  enemy  and  drove  him  before  them 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Here  their  further  advance  lay 
over  an  open  field,  behind  which,  under  cover  of  heavy  forest  timber 
and  dense  underbrush,  the  retreating  foe  had  taken'  shelter.  With  a 
gallantry  and  impetuosity  which  has  rarely  been  equalled,  and  cer 
tainly  never  excelled,  since  the  war  began,  these  brave  and  daring 
Louisianians  and  Georgians  charged  through  this  open  field  and 
actually  drove  from  their  cover  the  whole  brigade,  supposed  to  bo 
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Sickles'.  Our  loss  in  the  charge  was  heavy,  including  Lieutena 
Colonel  Shivers,  who  was  wounded  in  the  arm.  The  enemy  being 
reinforced  by  the  addition  of  Barry's  brigade,  our  force  was. .com 
pelled  to  retire' for  a  short  distance,  which  was  accomplished  in  good 
order.  During  this  time  a  strong  , force -ofc  the  enemy,  afterwards 
ascertained  to  be  Meagher's  brigade,  was  pressed  forward  on  the  left 
and  near  the  \Villiamsburg  road,  and,  moving  rapidly  up,  soon  drove 
our  pickets  from  our  lines.  At  this  important  juncture,  Colonel  Rut- 
ledgo's  North  Carolina  regiment  came  up  to  our  assistance,  having 
been  ordered  up  by  Brigadier  General  Ransom  in  compliance  with 
my  request  for  support.  Colonel  Ilutledge  was  ordered  to  move 
down  on  the  left  of  the  road,  supported  by  the  third  Georgia  regi 
ment,  Major  J.  R.  Sturges  commanding,  engage  the  enemy,  and,  if 
possible,  drive  him  out  of  the  woods.  This,  movement  was  executed 
in  handsome  stvle,  and  with  complete' success.  The  enemy  having 
now  been  driven  on  both  sides  of  the  road  to  the  position  which  they 
occupied  when  the  fight  commenced,  except  f:>r  a  few  rods  in  our 
centre  and  our  extreme  right,  where  their  immense  force  bad  suc 
ceeded  in  maintaining  the  advantage  won  from  us  in  the  morning,  a 
strong  effort  was  made  to  dislodge  us  on  the  immediate  right  and  left 
of  the  road  and  a  battery  of  heavy  guns,  strongly  supported  by  in 
fantry  w.ns  moved  down  the  road  to«  within  a  short  distance  of  our 
lines.  This  movement  was  unobserved,  owing  to  the  dense  woods  on 
both  sides  of  the  road  ;  the  road  itself,  at  this  point,  turning  sud 
denly  to  the  right,  secured  them  an  unobserved  advance,  and  the 
movement  was  not  detected  until  they  opened  upon  our  thinned  ranks 
a  murderous  fire  of  shell,  grape  and  canister.  On  the  immediate 
right  of  the  road,  the  first  Louisiana  and  twenty- second  Georgia  were 
stijl  posted,  supported  by  Colonels  Clark  and  Raroseur's  regiments 
of  N  ;rtli  Carolina  troops,  ordered  up  by  General  Ransom  and  bravely 
maintained  their  position.  On  the  left  of  the  road  the  enemy  made 
^vigorous  attack,  and,  under  cover  of  their  battery,  a  heavy  force  of 
Hfantry  was  advanced  upon  Colonel  RuAledge's  command,  who  re 
ceived  their  fire  with  great  coolness  and  obstinately  disputed  their 
further  approach.  As  soon  as  the  enemy's  battery  opened  upon  us, 
I  ordered  Captain  Frank  lluger,  with  a  section  of  his  battery,  to  ad 
vance  upon  the  left  of  the  road  and,  under  cover  of  a  jjbiut  of  woods 
to  bring  his  guns  into  action  at  a  point  about  eight  hundred  yards 
distant  from  the  enemy's  battery.  This  movement  was  executed  with 
great  celerity,  and  suddenly  unmasking  his  guns  from  behfhd  the 
point  of  woods,  Captain  lluger  opened  a  well  directed  fire  upow  the 
enemy's  battery,  which  in  a  very  few  minutes  disabled  their  guris 
and  drove  them  from  the  field.  Cap.tain  lluger  advanced  his  battery, 
upon  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  to  within  a-  fow  rods  of  the  position 
recently  occupied  by  the  enemy's  ^uns  and  poured  a  heavy  fire  upon 
their  iufantry,  then  concealed  in  the  thick  woods  on  the  other  side  of 
the  road.  Colonel  Rutledge,  with  his  o\vn  and  Major  St urges'  third 
Georgia  regiment,  had  not  only  maintained  his  position  on  the  left  of 
the  road,  bat  had,  with  these  two  small  regiments,  actually  advanced 
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upon  and  driven  the  enemy,  at  least  three  thousand  strong,  back  to 
the  line  of  their  abattis,  in  the  rear  of  Schurm's  burnt  house. 

On  our  extreme  right  the  enemy  still  maintained  their  position  in 
the  heavy  woods  about  four  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  King's 
School- House,  and  not  more  than  one  thousand  yards  in  advance  of 
our  line  of  rifle-pits.  Colonel  Doles'  fourth  Georgia  regiment,  sup-  ' 
ported  by  Colonel  Hill's  North  Carolina  regiment,  was  ordered  to  ad 
vance,  engage  the  enemy,  and  if  possible,  divslcdge  him  from  his 
advanced  position  in  the  woods,  and  drive  him  back  beyond  the  lines 
occupied  by  our  pickets  in  the  morning.  This  order  was  promptly 
obeyed  by  Colonel  Doles  who,  with  his  small  command,  tiow  worn  out 
and  completely  exhausted  by  the  fatigue  and  want  of  rest  the  nigh't 
before,  and  the  constant  fight  during  the  whole  day,  rushed  forward 
and  soon  found  themselves  confronted  by  Sickles'  brigade  strongly 
posted  in  a.  thick  growth  of  pines.  The  fire  here  for  twenty  minutes 
was  furious  and  terrific  beyond  anything  I  had  ever  witnessed,  but 
the  gallant  fourth  pressed  on  amid  a  deadly  fire,  and  soon  the  foe  be 
gan  to  fall  back.  Seizing  the  opportune  moment,  a  charge  was 
ordered  and  our  men  rushed  forward,  and,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
drove  the  enemy  in  great  disorder  and  confusion  through  the  woods  to 
King's  School  house,  where  they  were  temporarily  rallied  for  a  few 
minutes,  but  another  deadly  volley  from  the  fourth  Georgia,  followed 
by  a  dashing  charge,  and  the  enemy  fled  from  their  position,  leaving 
us  masters  of  the  field  and  in  possession  of  a  great  number  of  prisoners, 
besides  most  of  their  killed  and  a  few  of  their  wounded.- 

"While  this  last  movement  was  progressing,  1  had  ordered  the  firsfe 
Louisiana  regiment,  now  commanded  by  Captain  Nolan,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Shivers  having  been  disabled  by  a  wound  in  the  right  arm,  re  • 
ceived  in  the  morning  while  charging  across  the  field*  before  alluded 
to,  and  the  twenty-second  Georgia,  supported  by  Colonels  Clark  and 
Ransom's  North  Carolina  troops  to  advance  and  regain  the  centre  of 
our  picket  line,  from  which  we  had  been  forced  to  retire  by  an  over 
whelming  force  concentrated  against  us  there  about  the  middle  of  the 
'day.  These  regiments,  now  sadly  thinned  by  their  severe  losses  of 
the  morning,  again  moved  up  in  good  .order,  and,  after  a  feeble  resist 
ance  by  the  enemy,  again  took  possession  of  our  old  picket  lines. 
The  day  had  now  closed,  and  the  fight  ceased,  leaving  us  masters  of 
the  battle  fiel(f  and  in  the  identical  position  our  pickets  occupied  when 
the  enemy  made  the  first  uttack  in  the  morning 

Our  troops,  during  the  whole  day's  fight  acted  with  great  coolness 
and  courage,  and  in  the  morning  when  we'  were  compelled,  more  than 
once,  to  fall  back,  the  movement  was  always  conciliated  in  good  order 
and  without  the  slightest  confusion. 

The  operations  of  the  enemy  were  conducted  by  General  McClellan 
in  person,  and  the  troops  engage  1  embraced  all  of  Kearney's  division 
and  a  part  of  Hooker's,  numbering  in  all  not  less  than  eight  or  ten 
thousand.  To  oppose  this  heavy  force  I  had  my  own  brigade  (number 
ing  about  two  thousand  men)  and  tw.o  regiments,  Colonels  Rutledge 
and  Hill's,  of  General  Ransom's  brigade,  about  one  thousand  men, 
making  my  whole  force  engaged  not  more  than  three  thousand  men, 
25 
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The  object  of  the  enemy  was  to  drive  us  back  from  our  picket 
line,  occupy  it  himself,  and  thereby  enable  him  to  advance  his  works 
several  hundred  yards  nearer  our  lines.  In -this  he  completely  failed, 
and  although  General  McClellan  at  night  telegra-phed  over  his  own 
signature,  to  the  war  office  in  Washington,  that  he  had  accomplished 
Me  object;  had 'driven  me  back  for  more  than*  a  mile;  had  silenced 
iiiy  batteries,  and  occupied  our  camps,  there  is  not  one  wo?d  of  truth 
in  the  whole  statement.  -  When  the  fight  ceased  at  dark  I  occcupied  the 
very  line  my  pickets  had  been  driven  from  in  the  morning,  and  which- 
I  continued  to  hold  until  the  total  rout  of  the  Federal  army  on  the 
£9tb  ultimo. 

,.  In  this  severe  arid  long-contested  battle,  all  our  troops  behaved  well 
without  exception.  But  without  disparaging  the  merit  of  others,  ^ 
beg  leave  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  first  Lou- 
ieiaua  regiment  in  their  charge  across  the  field  early  in  the  morning, 
slid  the  very  creditable  manner  in  which  Colonel  Rutledge  met  and 
iqrulsed  a  whole  brigade  with  his  own  and  Sturgis'  third  Georgia 
regiment.  The  conduct  of  Colonel  Doles,  fourth  Georgia  regiment, 
challenges  our  warmest  admiration  and  thanks  for  the  gallant  manner 
:r.  vhich  it  rallied,  late  in  the  evening,  and  drove  from  their  stronghold 
the  famous  "Excelsior  brigade.".  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that,  in  jus 
tice  to  these  two  regiments,  the  first  Louisiana  and  the  fourth  Geor 
gia,  an  order  be  issued  authorizing  them  to  inscribe  upon  their 
banners,  "King's  School-House."  I  was  greatly  assisted  throughout 
the  entire  day's  fight  by  my  assistant  adjutant  general,  Captain  J, 
B.  Girardy,  whose  coolness,  courage  and  daring  intrepidity,  through 
out  the  hottest  of  the  fight,  entitles  him  to  receive  the  highest  corn- 
rssndations  of  the  department.  I  regret  to  add  that  my  volunteer 
»id,  Captain  Charles  L.  Whitehead,  was  taken  prisoner  late  in  the 
evening  while  taking  an  order  from  me  to  Colonel  Doles,  of  the  fourth 
Georgia  regiment.  The  conduct  of  this  young  officer  after  he  came 
upon  the  field  in  the  afternoon  was,  in  an  eminent  degree,  brave, 
chivalric  and  daring. 

Our  total  loss  in  the  whole  day's  fight  amounted  to  thirty-nine 
killed,  two  hundred  and  twenty  wounded,  and  eleven  missing/  This 
does  not  include  the  loss  in  Rutledge's  and  Hill's  regiments,  which 
was  slight — no  report  being  made  to  me  by  them.  The  enemy's  losa 
was  very  severe,  amounting  to  at  least  twelve  hundred  men. 

On  the  morning  after  the  fight,  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  by  one  Col. 
:i,  of  the  twentieth  Indiana  regiment,  asking  permission  to  re 
lieve  his  wounded  and  bury  his  dead.  I  had  already  ordered  a  detail 
to  do  this,  and,  as  f  did  not  recognize  him  as  the  proper  party  to»send  a 
flag,  the  whole  matter  was  referred  to  Major  General  Huger  for  proper 
action. 

I  herewith  send  you  a  detailed  list  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  miss 
ing  of  each  regiment  of  this  brigade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

•  Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  WRIGHT, 
t  Brigadier  General  commanding  brigade. 
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On  the  above  was  the  following  endorsement  *. 

• 

General  JVright's  brigade  was  in  the  centre  near  the  Williamsburg 
road,  General  Mahone's  brigade  on  his  right,  and  General  Armistead 
on  his  left,  General  Ransom's  brigade  being  in  support.  All  were 
more  or  less  engaged  in  this  action,  as  shown  by  their  reports.  All 
rendered  valuable  assistance  in  securing  the  result.  ^The  attack  of 
the  fourth  Georgia  and  forty-eighth  North  Carolina  on  the  right,  in 
the  evening,  was  greatly  assisted,  and  the  enemy  driven  back,  by  th$ 
position  and  action  of  the  forty  -  ninth  Virginia  regiment,  General 
Mahone's  brigade. 

A.  R.  WRIGHT, 
t  Brigadier  General. 

JULY  19,  1862, 


GENERAL  WRIGHT'S   REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS  OF   HIS 
BRIGADE  FROM  JUNE  26  TO  JULY-2,  INCLUSIVE. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  BRIGADE,  AUGER'S  DIVISION,  ) 
«  '  July  12,  1862.       J 

Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  finger's  Division  ; 

'  COLONEL:  I  herewith  enclose  a  report  of  the  operations  of  my 
brigade  from  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  June  to  the  morning  of  the 
2d  of  July,  inclusive,  in  obedience  to  circular  from  headquarter* 
Department  Northern  Virginia,  July  10,  1862  : 

After  the  fight  had  ceased,  on  Wednesday  night,  June  25th-,  Colo- 
net  Vance's  North  Carolina  regiment,  of  Ransom's  brigade,  was 
placed  on  picket  duty  on  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  and  my 
own  brigade  retired  to  the  rifle-pits  for  rest  and  refresh  merit,  General 
Armistead  having  picketed  the  left  of  the  road. 

"On  Thursday  morning,  °26th  of  June,  I  ascertained  that  Colonel 
Vance's  regiment  had,  during  the  night,  fallen  back  from  our  ad 
vanced  picket  line,  «nd  that  the  enemy  had  again  occupied  it.  I  or 
dered  Colonel  Jones'  twenty-second  Georgia  regiment,  (of  my  brig 
ade,)  to  advance  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Vance,  and  retake  our 
Original  picket  line.  This  was  accomplished  without  serious  loss  on 
our  side.  Upon  regaining  our  line,  we  discovered  thai  the  enemy 
had  already  begun  a  line  of  rifle-pits  through  the  woods,  and  had 
considerably  advanced  their  works,  when  we  forced  them  to  retire, 
leaving  a  large  number  of  axes,  spades,  shovels  and  picks,  and  quite 
a  number  of  small  arms,  all  of  which  fell  into  our  possession.  We 
also  captured  a  few  prisoners. 

During  the  night  following,  and  the  succeeding  two  days,  Friday 
and  Saturday,  the  27th  and  28th,  a  continuous  attack  was  kept  up 
by  the  eriemy  on  our  pickte,  which,  from  its  con 'in nation  and  vio 
lence,  greatly  fatigued  and  worried  my  already  small  Command.  Our 
actual  loss  during  this  time  was  very  light.  On  Saturday  night,  the 
28th.  Colonel  George  Doles,  fourth  Georgia  regiment,  was  ordered 
on  picket  duty  on  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  rfcad,  (General 
Armistead  still  picketing  on  the  left,)  with  instructions  to  keep  a 
close  watch  upon  the  enemy  ;  to  throw  scouts  as»d  flankers  out  in  ad 
vance  of  his  picket  line;  push  them  up  to  the  enemy's  works,  and 
give  me  immediate  notice  of  any  movement  on  fho  part  of  the  en 
emy,  who,  it  was  thought,  would  either  attack  us  or  fall  back  from 
their  entrenchments  early  on  the  succeeding  morning,  (Sunday.) 

I  received  no  report  from  Colonel  Doles  until  about  sunrise  on 
Sunday  morning,  when  he  sent  me  word  nothing  unusual  had  oc 
curred  during  the-night,  and  that  he  was  still  oe^Moynig  °ur  old 
picket  lines.  I  immediately  sent  Captain  Girardy,  my  assistarit  ad 
jutant  general,  to  order  Colonel  Doles  to  advance  his  scouts  quickly 
Up  to  the  abattis  in  front  of  the  enemy's  redoubts,  an-1  observe  thoir 
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action  and  their  movements.  I  was  still  confident,  from  the  results 
of  the  fight  the  two  days  previous,  that  the  enemy  would  be  forced  to 
make  soma  important  movement  this  morning,  and  I  directed  Captain 
Girardy  to  accompany  Colonel  Doles'  advance  and  ascertain  what  the 
enemy  were  .about.  At  about  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Captain  Girardy 
returned  with  information  that  the  enemy  had  retired  from  their  en- 
trenchments,  and  that  their  main  body  had  got  entirely  off,  leaving 
only  their  rear  guard  and  a  few  stragglers.  I  immediately  'put  my 
brigade  in  motion,  and  pushed  forward  into  the  enemy's '  deserted 
works,  intending  to  fall  upon  his  rear  and  give  him  battle.  After 
reaching  the  enemy's  works,  I  found  Major  General  B.  Huger  on  the 
field,  and  reported  to  him  for  instructions  and  orders.  I 'was  directed 
to  return  to  our  campv  (about  one  ajid  a  half  miles,)  let  the  men  get 
breakfast  and  then  move  across  to  the  Charles  City  road ;  go  down 
that  road,  cautiously  feeling  for  the  flying  foe.  Soon  after  getting  in 
line,  preparatory  to  moving  across  to  the  Charles  City  road,  I  received 
orders  from  General  Huger  to  proceed  immediately  down  to  the  Wil- 
liarnsburg  road  to  the  enemy's  entrenched  camp  again,  as  they  were 
reported  to  be  still  in  the  rear  of  their  advanced  works  in  considera 
ble  force.  This  order  1  instantly  obeyed,  and  again  reported  to  Gen 
eral  Huger,  in  the  enemy's  entrenched  camp.  After  a  very  inconsid 
erable  delay  here,  I  was  again  ordered  to  move  back  with  my  command, 
and  crossing  over  to  the  Charles  City  road,  to  proceed  down  the  road 
until  I  should  fall  upon  the  enemy.  1  commenced  this  movement, 
and  had  proceeded  about  two  miles,  when  I  received  another  order 
from  General  Huger  to  return  quickly  to  the  entrenched  camp  of  the 
enemy,  as  General  Magruder  had  informed  him  that  the  enemy,  in 
great  force,  was  about  to  advance  upon  him,  (General  Magruder.)  I 
immediately  retraced  my  steps,  and,  taking  a  by-path,  soon  the  head 
of  my  column  marched  into  the  deserted  entrenchments.  Here  I  re 
ceived  orders  to  wait  for  further,  instructions.  About  two  o'clock,  P. 
M.,  I  received  orders  to  again  take  up  my  march  to  the  Charles  City 
road,  which  I  instantly  obeyed,  and,  putting  my  command  in  motion, 
moved  across  White  Oak  Swamp  and  fell  into  the  Charles  City  road 
two  miles  above  White's  Tavern,  and.  thence  proceeded  down  that 
•road  to  a  point  just  below  the  tavern,  when,  coming  upon  the  rear 
of  General  Ransom's  brigade,  (Huger's  division,)  at  a  halt,  I  also 
halted,  and  'sent  to  General  Huger  for  instructions.  It  was  now 
quite  dark,  and  I  was  instructed  to  throw  out  skirmishers  and  pickets 
to  the  left  of  the  Charles  City  road,  until  I  reached  what  was  called 
the  New  road,  and  then  down  that  road  as  far  as  might  be  necessary. 
That  night,  29th  June,  I  received  orders  to  move  my  brigade  at  day 
light  next  morning  across  to  the  New  road,  about  one  and  a  half 
miles  to  the  north  of  the  Charles  City  road,  and  running  parallel  to 
it,  and  follow  down  that  road  towards  White  Oak  Bridge,  feeling  cau 
tiously  for  the  enemy  there,  supposed  to  be  on  some  of  the  numerous 
islands  or  farms  in  White  Oak  Swamp.  Colonel  Ross'  battery,  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Cutt's  artillery,,  had  been,  the  day  before,  attached 
to  my  brigade,  and,  leaving  this  on  the  Charles  City  road,  with  instruc 
tions  to  follow  as  soon  as  I  should  need  them,  at  early  dawn  on  the 
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morning  of  the  30th  of  June,  I  moved  my  brigade  across  the  woods 
and  fields,  until  I  fell  into  the  New  road,  near  Ilobson's  house,  here 
I  learned  that  the  enemy,  in  considerable  force,  under  General  Kear 
ney,  late  the  evening  before,  had  passed  down  the*road  towards  the 
north  fork  of  White  Oak  Swamp. 

I  passed  on,  and  at  eight  o'clock  ray  line  of  skirmishers  had  reached 
the  crossing  on  the  north  fork  of  White  Oak  Swamp,  where  we  en- 
coantered  the  enemy's  pickets,  posted  a  short  distance  in  advance  of 
the  crossing.  Th'e  passage  over  the  swamp  here  was  over  a  log  bridge, 
the  approach  to  which  was  thoroughly  destroyed  by  felling  of  trees  ; 
the  bridge  itself  being  torn  up  and  thrown  in  masses  across  the  road. 
I  ordered  my  line  of  skirmishers  to  advance,  and  drive  in  the  enemy's 
pickets,  while  Lieutenant  Luckievof  the  third  Georgia  regiment,  was 
ordered  to  move  up -the  swamp,  and  find  a  pathway,  which;  my  guide 
informed  me,  was  a  half  a  mile  distant,  cross  over,  if  possible,  and 
reconnoitre  4he  enemy's  position,  and  give  me  a  speedy  report  of  his 
observation.  I  also  ordered  Colonel  Doles,  whose  regiment  (the 
fourth  Georgia)  was  in  advance,  to  send  down  a  strong  party  beloAV 
the  road,  and  attempt  a  crossing,  which  I  learned  from  the  guide  was 
practicable,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  below  the  bridge.  In  the 
meantime,  I  had  advanced  my  line  of  skirmishers  up  to  the  margin  of 
the  swamp,  (here  about  half  a  mile  wide,)  driving  the  enemy's  pick 
ets  before  us.  In  this  advance  we  captured  two  of  the  enemy's 
pickets,  who  informed  me  that  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  had  left 
their  camp  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  swamp,  near  the  fork,  and  were 
in  rapid  retreat  towards  White  Oak  Bridge,  (across  the  main  swamp.) 
then  about  six  miles  distant.  Lieutenant  Luckie  having  returned, 
and  the  result  of  his  reconnoissance  confirming  the  prisoners'  state 
ments,  I  ordered  the  column  forward,  and  driving  the  pickets  and 
rear  guard  of  the  enemy  before. us,  we  rubhed  across  the  broken 
bridge,  and  ascending  a  hill  en  the  opposite  Fide,  found  ourselves  ia 
the  deserted  camp  of  the  enemy.  Here  we  captured  several  prisoners 
and  a  large  quantity  of  small  arms,  tents  and  camp  equipage,  com- 
inississary  and  quartermaster's  stores,  which,  in  their  haste,  the  enemy 
had  failed. to  destroy.  We  also  captured  a  large  number  of  entrench 
ing  tools,  and  a  very  considerable- quantity  of  medical  stores.  Leav 
ing  a  small  guard  here  to  take  charge  of  the  prisoners,  and  to  protect 
the  public  property  in  the  camp,  1  passed  on,  and  for 'three  hours 
my  march  lay  through  a  succcssiou  of  the  enemy's  camps,  in  all  of 
which  immense  quantities  of  small  arms  were  found,  with  considerable 
amounts  of  commissary  and  quartermaster's  stores.  All  along  the 
route  of  the  flying  foe  was  strewed  with  guns,  knapsacks,  cartridge- 
boxes,  clothing  and  ammunition.  Moving  forward  rapidly,  I  cap 
tured  quite  a  large  number  of  prisoners  ;  but  owing  to  some  misunder 
standing  of  orders,  they  were  moved  off  to  Richmond  in  the  evening, 
without  proper  lists  having  been  retained,  under  command  of  Lieu 
tenant  Lumpkin,  of  company  M,  same  regiment.  I  am,  consequently, 
t  anable  to  give  you  the  exact  number.  At  half- past  two  o'clock,  P.  M., 
I  reached  Wfcite  OakBridg'e,  where  I  met  General  Jackson,  who,  with 
Ms  Command,  had  just  arrived.  I  reported  to  him  for  orders,  and  he 
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directed  ine  to  move  along  up  the  swamp,  and,  if  possible,  effect  » 
crossing — the  enemy  being  in  large  force,  and  obstinately  disputing 
ihe  passage  over  AJT.hite  Oak  Bridge.  «In.  obedience  to  these  instruc 
tions,  I  retraced  my  steps  For  about  one  mik',  when,  through  ;i\e 
assistance  o«f  my  guide,  I  discovered  a  crossing  over  tl\e  swamp,  whieii 
had  evidently  been  used  by  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  forces.-  I  threw 
forward  Captain  Green's  company,  (C,)  of  the  third  Georgia  regimenf.. 
an'd  Captain  Armistead's  company,  (C,)  of  the  first  Louisiana  regi 
ment,  as  skirmishers,  on,  the  right  and  left  of  the  woods  respectively, 
and  moved  my  column  oil.  Accompanying  THY  line  of  ekirmiihers,  i 
soon  discovered  the  enemy  had  destroyed  the  bridge,  and  had  com 
pletely  blockaded  the  road  through  the  swamp  by  felling  trees  in  and 
across  it.  Pushing  the  skirmishers  through  the  creek  and  over  tho 
net-woik  of  fallen  timber,  I  soon  discovered  the  pickets  of  the  enemy, 
posted  in  the  margin  of  the  swamp,  and*  protected  by  a  rail  fence  and 
ditch  in  front..  My  line  of  skirmishers  steadily  advance,  and,  driving 
the  enemy's  pickets  from  their  position,  took  possession  of  it.  Frorri 
this  point  I.  was  enabled  to  make  a  good  reconnoissance  cf  the  enemy'* 
position  and  force.  I  ascertained  that  the  road  debouched  fro; 
swamp  into  an  "pen  field  meadow,  commanded  by  a  line  of  hills,  all 
in  cultivation,  and  fiee  from  timber.  Upon  this  range  of  hills  .the 
enemy  had  posted  heavy^)atteries  of  field  artillery,  strongly  supported 
by  infantry,  which  swept  across  the  meadow  by  a  direct  and  cross 
fire,  arid  which  could  be  used  with  terrific  effect  upon  my  column 
while  struggling  through  the  fallen  timber  in  the  road  through  tho 
ewamp.  Two  prisoners,  whom  we  captured  here  on  picket,  confirmed 
by  their  statements  my  owii  observations  of  the  enemy's  fortified 
position,  and,  having  no  artillery  with  me  to  support  my  infantry 
while  crossing,  I  .determined  to  withdraw  from  this  point,  and  seek  a 
crossing  higher  up.  the  swamp.  Skirting  along  the  northern  margin 
of  the  swamp  about  three  miles,  I  discovered  &  cow  trail,  which  led 
across  not  far  from,  and  in  rear  of,  Fisher's  house,  on  the  Charles 
City  road.  Tliis  trail  I  took,  and  at  dark  halted  my  brigade  for  the 
night,  on  the  Charles  City  road,  near  to  Fisher's  hou^e.  > 

Having  reported  to  General  linger  in  person,  I  received  orders 
from  him  that  night,  instructing  me  to  move,  early  in  the  morning, 
down  the  Charles  City  road,  supporting  General  Armistead's  brigade, 
whicji  would  move  down  in  advance  of  me.  This  order  was  counter 
manded  next  morning,  (Tuesday,  July  1st.)  and  I  was  instructed  to 


the  right  of  that  road.  After  marching  about  two  and  a  half  or  three 
miles,  I  halted  my  brigade,  having  found  General  Armistead's  brigade 
halted  upon  the  intersection  of  the  road  we  were  moving  along  with  the 
Long  Bridge  road.  Here  I  remained  nearly  an  hour,  waiting  for  the 
command  in  front  of  me  to  move  forward.  Between  eight  and  nine 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  I  again  moved  forward,  and,  following  General  Arm- 
istead's  brigade,  I  crossed  the  Long  Bridge  road  near  to  the  battle- 
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field  of  the  day  before,  (Monday,  30th  of  June,)  and  passed  in  over  a 
blind  road,  in  the  direction  of  Malvern  Hill. 

.  After  moving  about  one  aftd  a  half  miles,  I  was  again  halted  by 
finding  General  Armistead's  brigade  had  stopped  on  a  skirt  of  wood 
about  one  mile*  in  front  of  Dr.  Metterst's  now  {Crew's)  house.  Mov 
ing  along  General  Armistead's  line,  I  proceeded,  and  found  the  Gen 
eral  in  a  deep  ravine,  about  one  hundred  yards  from,  and  running 
parallel  to,  Crew's  field  fence.  Here  I  ascertained  that  the  enemy  in 
very  large  force  was  occupying  the  crest  of  the  hills  on  Crew's  farm, 
immediately  in  front  of  his  farm-yard,  and  had  pickets  and  sharp 
shooters  advanced  near  the  edge  of  the  woods  in  which  we  then  lay. 
No  definite  idea  could  be  obtained  from  our  scouts,  of  the  number  or 
position  of  the  enemy,  and  I  suggested  to  General  Armistead  that  we 
go  forward  to  the  edge  of  the  field,  arid  under  protection  of  a  strong 
force  of  skirmishers,  ascend  a  high  knoll  or  hill,  which  abruptly 
sprang  from  the  meadow  below,  and  on  our  right,  from  the  summit 
of  which  we  would  be  able  to  observe  the  enemy's  movements. 
Having  reached  this  position,  we  were  enabled  to  get  a  very  complete 
view  of  McClellan's  army.  Immediately  in  our  froat,  and  extending 
one  mile,  stretched  a  field,  at  the  further  extremity  of  which,  was  sit 
uated  the  dwelling  and  farm  buildings  of  Mr.  Crew,  (formerly  Dr. 
Metterst's  )  In  front,  and  to  our  left,  the'iand  rose  gently  from  the 
woods  up  to  the  farm-yard,  where  it  became  high  and  rolling.  Upon 
the  right,  the  field  was  broken  by  a  series  of  ridges  and  valleys  which 
ran  out  at  right  angles  to  a  line  drawn  fiom  our  position  to  that  of 
the  enemy,  and  all  of  which  terminated  upon  our  extreme  right  to  a 
precipitous  bluff,  which  dropped  suddenly  down  upon  a  low,  flat  mea 
dow,  covered  with  wheat,  and  intersected  with  a  number  of  ditches, 
which  ran  from  the  bluff  across  the  meadow  to  a  swamp  or  dense 
wood,  about  five  hundred  yards  further  to  our  right.  This.low,-  flat 
meadow  stretched  up  to  and  swinging  around  Crew's  house,  extended 
as  far  as  Turkey  Bend;  on  James  river. 

The  enemy  had  drawn  up  his  artillery  (as  far  as  could  be  ascer 
tained,  about  fifty  pieces,)  in  a  crescent-shaped  line,  the  convex  line 
being  next  to  our  position,  with  its  right  (on  our  left)  resting  upon  a 
road  which  passed  three  hundred  yards  to  the  left  of  Crew's  house,  to 
Malvern  Hill;  the  left  of  their  advanced  line  of  batteries  resting 
upon  the  high  bluff  which  overlooked  the  meadow  to  the  right  (our 
right,)  and  rear  of  Crew's  house.  Their  infantry  a  little  in  rear  of 
the  artillery,  and  protected  by  the  crest  of  the  ridge  upon  which  the 
batteries  were  placed,  extended  from  the  woods  on  our  left,  along  the 
crest  of  the  hills,  and  through  a  lane  in  the  meadow  on  our  right  to 
the  dense  woods  there.  In  rear  of  this,  and  beyond  a  narrow  ravine, 
the  sides  of  which  were  covered  with  timber,  and  which  ran  parallel 
to  their  line  of  battle,  and  but  a  few  yards  in  the  rear  of  Crew's* 
house,  was  another  line  of  infantry,  rts  right  resting  upon  a  heavy, 
dense  wood,  \\hich  covered  the  Malvern  Hill  farm  on  the  east.  The 
left  of  this  line  rested  upon  the  precipitous  bluff  which  overhung  the 
law  meadow  on  the  west  of  the  farm.  At  this  point,  the  high  bluff 
stretched  out  to  the  west  for  two  hundred  yards,  in  a  long  ridge  or 
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ledge,  nearly  separating  the  meadow  from  the  low  lands  of  the  river, 
upon  the  extreme  western  terminus  of  which  was  planted  a  battery  of 
heavy  guns.  This  latter  battery  commanded  the  whole  meadow  in 
front  of  it,  and,  by  a  direct  fire,  was  able  to  dispute  the  manoeuvring 
of  troops  over  any  portion  of  the  meadow.  Just  behind  the  ravine 
which  ran  in  rear  of  Crew's  house,  and  under  cover  of  the  timber, 
was  planted  a  heavy  battery,  in  a  small  redoubt,  whose  fire  swept 
across  the  meadow.  These  two  batteries  completely  controlled  the 
meadow,  from  one  extremity  of  it  to  another,  and  effectually  pre 
vented  the  movement  of  troops  upon  it  in  large  masses.  .The  whole 
number  of  these  several  batteries  could  not  have  fallen  far  short .  of 
one  hundred.  The  infantry  of  the  enemy  I  estimated  at  least  twenty- 
five  or.thirty  thousand,  from  what  I  saw.  Large  numbers,  as  I  as 
certained  afterwards,  were  posted  in  the  woods  on  our  extreme  right 
and  left,  and  the  line  of  ditches  across  the  meadow  Tifere  lined  with 
sharpshooters. 

Having  no  artillery  with  us,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  keep  our 
little  force,  amounting  to  not  more,  than  twenty-five  hundred  men  in 
both  brigades,  conxealed  in  the  deep  ravine  in  front  of  Crew's  field, 
and  send  to  the  rear  for  guns.  General  Arinistead  being  the  senior  offi 
cer  present,  directed  me  to  bring  up  Grimes'  battery  and  place  it  in. 
position  onvthe  cuest  of  the  ridge  in  front  of  our  position.  Grimes' 
battery  was  ordered  up  •  but,  the  distance  being  so  great,  only  two 
pieces  of  his  battery  (rifles)  were  put  in  battery.  As  soon  as  Grimes' 
battery  opened,  the  enemy  began  a  fierce  cannonading  ulong  .their 
whole  line,  concentrating  their  fire  upon  Grimes'  two  pieces.  Re 
turning  down  the  hill,  after  conducting  Grimes  to  his  position,  I  met 
General  Armistead's  and  my  own  birgade  advancing,  (Armistead's 
S3me  twenty  or  thirty  paces  in  front  of  my  own,)  in  a  run,  up  the 
hill,  and  towards  the  open  field,  in  the  far  edge  of  which  the  enemy 
was  posted.  Having  received  no  order  for  this  advance  of  my  brig 
ade,  and  being  convinced  the  movement  was  not. a  judicious  one,  I 
ordered  my  brigade  to  halt  just  before  emerging  from  the  woods,  and 
fall  upon  the  ground,  as  the  enemy's  shells  were  falling  in 'a  pitiless 
storm  all  around  us.  Just  as  I  got  my  men  quiet,  I  was  officially  no 
tified  that  General  Armistead  had  ordered  the  advance,  and  I  moved 
iny  brigade  on.  Emerging  from  tho  woods,  we  passed  into  the  open 
field,  set  with  clover,  at  this  point  ;  and.  continuing  the  ascent  some 
fifty  or  sixty  yards,  we  reached  the  summit  of*  the  hill,  where  we 
found  the  fire  from  the  enemy's  guns  so  well  directed  and  incessant, 
that  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  halt  and  make  my  men  lie  down  in  the 
high  clover.  Meanwhile  Grimes'  guns  had  been  silenced  by  the  loss 
of  horses  and  men,  and  he  was  forced  to  retire,  leaving  one  of  his 
pieces.  I  immediately  ordered  my  brigade  to  fall  bac^  and  seek  cover 
under  the  woods  in  the  ravine,  and  reported  to  Genef  al  Armistead 
what  I  had  done.  In  this  ill-timed  advance,  my  loss  was  very  severe. 
Part  of  my  brigade,  the  fourth  Georgia  and  the  twenty- second  Geor 
gia,  under  Major  Wasden,  an  i  a  part  of  the  third  Georgia,  under 
Captain  (acting  Lieutenant  Colonel)  Nesbit,  had  advanced  on  the  ex 
treme  right  so  far  as  to  pass  oyer  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  and  were 
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lying  in  a  hollow  about  two  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  the  line  of 
woods.  These  were  permitted  to  remain,  as  they  were  comparatively 
secure  from  the  effects  of  the  enemy's  shells. 

General  Armistead  directing,'  1  ordered  up  another,  battery,  (Moor 
man's,  I  think,)  and  got  it  in  position  a  litjje  under  the  crest  of  the 
hill  in  tha  clover  field,  and  'opened  upon  the  enemy.  The  superior 
metal  and  number  of  the  enemy's  guns,  "in  addition  to  his  strong  po-' 
eition,  gave  him  the  decided  advantage  of  us,  arid  very  soon,  this  bat- 
*tery  was  forced  to -retire.  Meanwhile,  Captain  Pegram'a  battery  w.aa 
ordered  up,  and  taking  position  two  hundred  yards  to  the  left  of 
Moorman's,  opened  a  well  directed  fire  upon  the  enemy,  which  told 
with  fearfirl  effect  upon  them.  But  this  chivalric  cornma'rider,  by 
the  retiring  of  Moorman's  battery,  was  left  alone  to  contend  with  the 
whole  force  of  the  enemy's  artillery.  .Manfully  these  gallant  me.n 
maintained  ttj0  unequal  conflict,  unttl  their  severe  losses  disabled 
them  from  using  but  a  single  piece.  Even  with  one  piece,  they 
gallantly  held  their. ground,  and  continued  to  pour  a  deadly  fire  upon 
the  enemy's  line,  until  seeing  the  utter  hopelessness  of. the  contest,  1 
ordered  them  to  cease  firing  until  I  could  get  more  guns  in  action. 
It  was  now  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  We  had  beenrBghting  since,  half 
past  eleven,  A.  M.,  and  still  the  enemy  continued  to  pour  volley  after 
volley  upon  us  from  their  whole  line.  Another  battery  was  soon  or 
dered  up,  and  again  the  gallant  Pegrttin  opened,  with  his  single  gun, 
.himself  assisting  to  work  it.  Still  the  superior  number  and  calibre 
of  tbe  enemy's  guns  enabled  him  to  pour  a  continuous-  and  galling 
fire  upon  our  artillerists,  and  keep  the  skirt  of  wood.-!,  in  which  my 
men  lay,  wrapt  in  a  sheet  of  flame  and  hail  from  their  immense,  shells. 
iA.gain  our  few  guns  were  silenced,  and  I  rode  from  the  scene  con 
vinced  that,  with  the  small  force  at  our  command,  iurther  demonstra 
tions  against  the  enemy  in  this  stronghold,  were  utterly  futile  ami 
highly  improper.  These  views!  urged  upon  General  Armistead,  who 
entirely  concurred  in  opinion  with  me,  and  ordered  the  firing  to  cease. 
I  immediately  reformed  the  -shattered  fragments  of  my  brigade,  at 
least  that  portion  of  it  not  already  in  -advance,  in  the  hollow  ot  the 
field.  I  regret  to  state  that,  in  reforming,  I  was  unable  to- -find  the 
twenty-second  Georgia  'regiment,  or  its  commander^  Colonel  11.  H: 
Jones.  After  a  long  search,  and  considerable  delay,  I  discovered 
Colonel  Jones  approaching  from  the  rear,  where  ho  .had  been  some 
mile  or  more  without  my  assent,  knowledge,  or  approval.  lie  had 
received  a  slight  scratch  in  the  face  from  a  fragment  of  shell, 
left  his  command,  and  retired  to  the  rear.  1  ordered  him  to  collect 
his  regiment  and  form  on  the  left  of  the  first  Louisiana  regiment. 
This  he  failed  to  do,  and  in  the  subsequent  severe  fighting,  which  oc 
curred  thit  afternoon,  no  portion  of  that  regiment  was  engaged,  ex 
cept  the  smglil 'number  who,  under  Major  Joseph  Wasden,  had,  in 
the  first  advance,  got  over  into  the  hollow  in  the  field. 

Major  General  Magruder  came  on'the  field  about  four  o'clock,  and, 
assuming  command,  directed  the  future  movements  of  my  brigade.  I 
was  ordered  by  him  to  advance,  supported  by  Brigadier  General  Ma- 
hone's  brigade,  upon  the  enemy's  right,  and  charge  upon  the  enemy's 
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batteries.  This  movement  was  to  be  simultaneous  with  an  advance 
upon  the  enemy'.s  left  and  centre.  'I  immediately  took  my  brigade 
round  by  a  flank  movement  to  the  right,  and,  by  filing  to  the  left  un 
der  the  edge  of  the  bluff,  got  it  in  line  in  the  hallow  already  occu 
pied  by  the  fourth  Georgia,  and  portions  of -the  twenty-second  and 
third  Georgia.  Here  I -formed  my  line,  the  fourth  Georgia  upon  the 
right,  the  first  Louisiana,  and  a  few  of  the"  twenty-second  Georgia, 
under  Major  Wasden,  in  the  centre,  and  the  third  Georgia  oa  the 
left.  I  had  lost  a  few  men,  wounded,  in  getting  into  this  position, 
and  the  enemy,  detecting  the  movement,  opened  a  furious  fire  upon 
•us ;  but  my  gallant  soldiers  lay  quietly  upon  their  faces,  ready  and 
eager  for  the  order  to  advance.  At-  a  quarter  before  five  o'clock,  I 
received  an  order  from  General  -Magruder,  through  Captain  Henry 
Bryan,  one  of  his  staff,  to  advance  immediately,  and  charge  the  en 
emy's  batteries.  No  other  troops  had  yet  come  upon  tbe  field.  I  or 
dered  my  men  forward,  and  springing  before  them,  led  my  brigade, 
less  than  one  thousand  men,  against  a  force  I  knew  to  be  superior  in 
the  ratio  of  at  least  twenty  V  °ne-  Onward  we  pressed,  warmly  and 
strongly  supportecLby  General  Mahone's  brigade,  under  a  murderous 
fire  of  shot,  shell,  cannister  and  musketry.  At  every  step  my  brave 
men  fell  around  me  ;  but  the  survivors  pressed  on  until  we  had  reached 
a  hollow  about  three  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  on 
the  right.  Here  I  perceived  that  a  strong  force  of  infantry  had  been 
sent  forward  on  our  left,  by  the  enemy,  with  a  view  of  flanking  anl 
cutting  us  off  from  our  support,  now  more  than  one  thousand  yards 
in  our  rear.  I  immediately  threw  the  leit  of  the  third  Georgia  regi 
ment  a  little  back  along  the  upper  margin  of  the  hollow,  ttnd  sud 
denly  changing  front  of  this  regiment,  1  poured  a  galling  fire  upon 
the  enemy,  which  he  returned  with  spirit,  aided  by  a  fearful  direct 
and  cross  fire  from  his  batteries.  Here  the  contest  raged  with  vary 
ing  success  for  more  than  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  Finally  the 
line  of  the  enemy  was  broken,  and  he  gave  way  in  great  disorder. 
In  the  meantime,  my  front,  supported  by  General  Mahone,  had  been 
subjected  to  a  heavy  fire  of  a-rtillery  and  musketry,  and  had  begun  to 
waver,  and,  I  feared,  would  be  compelled  to  fall  back.  Just  at  this 
moment  firing  was  heard  far  away  on  our  left,  and  sooii  we  saw  our 
columns  advancing  upon  the'  enemy's  centre.  This  diverted  a  portion 
of  the  enemy's  fire  from  us,  and  I  succeeded  in  keeping  my  men 
steady. 

We  had  now  approached  to  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  en 
emy's  advanced  batteries,  and  again  I  gave  the  order  to  charge,  which 
was  obeyed  with  promptness  and  alacrity.  We  rushed  forward  up 
the  side  of  the  hill,  under  the  brow  of  which  we  had  for  some  time 
halted,  and  dashing  over  the  hill,  reached  another  hollow  or  ravine, 
immediately  in  front  of  and,  as  it  were,  under  the  enemy's  guns. 
This  ravine  was  occupied  by  a  line  of  Yankee  infantry,  posted  there 
to  protect  their  batteries.  Upon  this  we  rushed  with  such  impetu 
osity  that  the  enemy  broke  in  great  disorder  and  fled.  During  this 
little  engagement,  the  enemy's  batteries  in  front  of  us,  and  to  which 
we  had  approached  to  within  a  few  rods,  moved  off  around  and  behind 
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the  barn  and  stables,  which  stood  on  the  s'i^e  of  the  hill,  and  were 
again  put  in  position  upon  the  crest  of  the  hill  just  in  front  of  Crew's 
house.  But  for  our  encountering  the  infantry  of  the  enemy  in  the 
ravine,  we  should  have  certainly  captured  this  battery  ;  but  the  delay 
occasioned  by»the  fight  there  enabled  them*to  move  off  the  guns  to  a 
safer  and  better  position. 

The  firing  had  now  become  general  all  along  the  left  and  centre  of 
our  line,  and,  night  setting  in,  it  was  difficult  to  distinguish  friend 
from  foe.  Several  of  my  command  were  killed  by  our  own  friends, 
who  had  come  up  on  our  immediate  right,  and  who  commenced  firing 
long  before  they  came  within  reach  of  the  enemy.  This  firing  upon- 
us  by  our  friends,  together  with  the  increasing  darkness,  made  our 
position  peculiarly  hazardous;  but  I  determined  to  maintain  it  at  all 
hazards,  as  long  as-  a  man  should  be  left  to  fire  a  gun.  The  fire  was 
terrific  now,  beyond  anything  I  had  ever  witnessed ;  indeed,  the 
hideous  shrieking  of  shelly  through  the  dusky  gloom  of  closing  night, 
the  whizzing  of  bullets,  the  loud  and  incessant  roll  of  artillery  and 
small  arms,  were  enough  to  make  the  stoutest  heart  quail.  Still,  my- 
ehattered  little  command,  now  reduced  to  less  tlj^n  three  hundred, 
with  about  an  equal  number  of  General  Mahone's  brigade,  held  our 
position  under  the  very  muzzles  of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  poured 
volley  after  volley,  with  murderous  precision,  into  their  serried 
ranks. 

}  Night  had  now  thrown  her  black  pall  over  the  entire  field,  and  the 
firing  ceased,  except  from  a  few  of  the  enemy's  guns,  which  continued 
at  intervals,  to  throw  shell  and  grape  around  the  circuit  of  the  field. 
Our  forces  had  -all  retired  and  left  us  (Mahone  and  myself)  alone, 
^s'ith  our  little  band,  to  dispute  the  possession  of  the  field  with  the 
insolent,  but  well  chastised  foe.  Upon  consultation,  we  determined 
to  remain  where  we  were,  (now  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  en 
emy's  batteries,)  and,  if  any  of  the  foe  should  be  left  when  morning 
dawned,  to  give  him  battle  again.  We  had  lost  too  many  valuable 
lives  to  give  up  the  decided  advantage  which  we  had  won  -from  the 
enemy.  Just  at  this  time,  a  portion -of  Colonel  Ramseur's  North 
Carolina  regiment,  having  got  lost  upon  the  field,  was  hailed  by  me 
and  ordered  to  fall  in  with  my  brigade.  A  strong  picket  was  ad 
vanced  all  along  our  isolated  position,  and  the  weary,  hungry  soldiers 
threw  themselves  upon  the  earth  to  snatch  a  few  hours  rest.  Detach 
ments  were  ordered  to  search  for  water  and  administer  to  our  poor 
wounded  men,  whose  piercing  cries  rent  the  air  in  every  direction. 
Soon  the  enemy  were  seen  with  lanterns,  busily  engaged  in  moving 
their  killed  and  wounded,  and  friend  and  foe  freely  mingled  on  that 
gloomy  night  in  administering  tp  the  wants  of  wounded  and  dying 
comrades. 

After  getting  our  dispositions  made  for  the  night,  I  wrote  a  note  to 
General  Magruder,  informing  him  of  what  I  had  done  and  my  present 
condition,  asking  that  my  worn  out  and  exhausted  men  might  be  re 
lieved.  At  daylight  I  renewed  the  application.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  the  2d  July,  General  Ewell  rode  upon  the  field,  and, 
coming  to  the  position  where  my  men  lay,  I  reported  to  him  and 
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relieved  from  further  watching  on  the  field,  and  immediately  collected 
my  shattered  force  on  the  Darby  town  road,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  battle-field.  •  The  enemy,  as  soon  as  night  had  set  in,  began 
to  move,  and  all  night  long  his  columns  were  slowly  moving  from  the 
field.  When  morning  dawned  all  his  vast  force  had  left,  excepting  a 
squadron  of  cavalry  and  a  small  force  of  infantry.  These,  too,  as 
soon  as  daylight  had  well  opened,  began  their  retreat  down  the  river, 
without.pursuit. 

My  loss  in  this  engagement  was  very  severe,  amounting  tx>4  fifty- 
five  killed,  two  hundred  and  forty- three  wounded,  and  sixty-four 
missing.  I  have  no  means  of  determining  the  loss  of  the  enemy, 
though  I  arn  satisfied  it  was  very  heavy.  All  the  officers  and  men  of 
my  command  (except,  as  I  have  already  stated,  of  the  twenty-second 
Georgia)  behaved  well.  My  loss  of  officers  w*as  veiy  heavy,  including 
Major  J.  R.  Sturges,  commanding  third  Georgia  regiment,  who  fell 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  under  the  very  muzzles  of  tho  enemy's 
guns.  In  the  fall  of  this  young  officer,  the  regiment  which  he  com 
manded  has  sustained  an  irreptwable  loss,  and  the  country  loses  one 
of -its  most  deserving  and  competent  officers. 

I  am  again  ealle^upon  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  services  of  my 
assistant  adjutant  geneial,  Captain  J.  B.  Girardy,  during  the  pro 
tracted  movements  of  my  brigade. 

Enclosed,  I  forward  a  detailed  list  of  the  casualties  in  my  brigade. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,    , 

Very  'respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  WRIGHT, 
Brigadier  General ,  commanding   Third  Brigade, 

lingers  Division. 

* 


On  the  above  was  the  following  endorsement  : 

HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION*  July   16,   1862. 

Respectfully  forwarded.  I  fully  concur  in  the  commendations  of 
General  Wright  on  the  cqnduct  of  Colonel  George  Doles,  and  can 
bear  testimony  to  his  continued  attention  to  his  duties,  as  well  as  his 
gallantry  in  action.  It  is  also  proper  to  state  that  Captain  Grimes 
returned  to  the  field  and  removed  such  of  his  pieces  as  he  was  unable 
to  take  off  at  first  on  account  of  the  loss  of  horses. 

BENJAMIN  HUGER, 
Major  General  commanding. 


• 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  J.  E.  B.  STUART. 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  BRIGADE,      > 
Near  Richmcnd,    Fa',  July   1 4th,   1862.  $ 

Colonel  R.  H.  CHILTON, 

A.  A.  G.,  Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia:- 

COLONEL:  In  compliance  with 'the  orders  of  the  commanding  Gen 
eral,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  command  from  the  26th  of  June  to  the  l()th  of  July,  1862,  em 
bracing  the  series  of  battles  with  the  Federal  forces  before  Rich 
mond  : 

The  part  assigned  to  my  command  is  set  forth  in  general  orders 
No.  75,  (confidential)  of  June  26th,  1862,  and  I  beg  leave  to  con 
gratulate  the  commanding  General  upon  the  signal  fulfillment  by  our 
army  of  what  was  planned  in  that  orcler  of  battle,  so  much  so,  that 
the  order  affords  a  very  correct  history  of  the  battle. 

My  command,  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  ultiri&b,  consisted  of — 

First    Virginia   cavalry,  Colonel  Fitzhugh  Lee. 

Third         "   ,          "  Colonel  T.  F.  Goode. 

Fourth       **  "  Captain  Chamberlayne. 

Fifth          "  "  Colonel  T.  L.  Rosser. 

Ninth         "  "  Colonel  W.  H.  F.  Lee. 

Tenth         "     '         "  -Colonel  J.  Lucius  Davis. 

Cobb  Legion  cavalry,  Colonel  T.  R.  R.  Cobb. 

Jeff.  Davis  Legion,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  F.  Martin. 

Stuart  horss  artillery,  Captain  John  Pelham. 

A  squadron  of  Hampton  Legion  cavalry,  Capt.  Scrivener,  (attached 
to  fifth  Virginia.) 

The  third  Virginia  cavalry  was  directed  to  observe  the  Charles 
City  road,  the  fifth-Virginia  and  detachment  of  first  North  Carolina 
cavalry  to  watch  the  enemy's  movements  towards  James  river,  and 
notify  the  commander  nearest 'to  hand  of  any  attempt  of  the  enemy 
o  move  across  from  AVhite  Oak  Swamp  to.  the  James,  and  to  harass 
and  delay  him  en  route,  till  our  forces  could  fall  upon  him.  The  tenth 
Virginia  cavalry  was  put  in  reserve  on  the  Nine-mile  road.  With 
the  remainder  of  my  command,  including  the  horse  artillery,  I 
inarched,  late  on  the  25th,  without  baggage,  equipped  in  light  march 
ing  order,  and  three  Mays'  rations  in  haversacks,  arid  crossing  Jack 
son's  line  of  march,  after  hi?  had  encamped,  so  as  Hot  to  interrupt 
his  progress,  placed  myself  on  his  left  flank  near  Ashland,  it  is 
proper  to  remark  here  that  the  commanding  General  had,  on  the 
occasion  of  my  late  expedition  to  the  Pamunky,  imparted  his  design 
of  bringing  Jackson  down  upon  the  enemy's  right  flank  and  rear, 
and  directed  that  I  should  examine*  the  country  with  reference  to  its 
practicability  for  such  a  move.  I,  therefore,  had  studied  the  features  of 
the  country  very  thoroughly,  and  knew  exactly  how  to  conform  my 
movements  to  Jackson's  route.  As  that  part  of  my  former  mission 
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was  confidential,  I  made  no  mention  of  it  in  my  former  report,  but  it 
is  npt,  I  presume,  out  of  place  to  remark  here,  that  the  informa 
tion  obtained  then  and  reported  to  him  verbally,  convinced,  the  com 
manding  General  that  ther  enemy  had  no  defensive  works  T.vith 
reference  to  attack  from  that  direction,  the  right  bank  of  the  Tot  to - 
potomy  being  unoccupied,  that  his  forces  were  not  disposed  so  as 
successfully  to  meet. such  an  attack,  and  that  the  natural  features  of 
the  country  were  favorable  to  such  a  descent.  General  Jackson  was 
placed  in  possession  of  all  these  facts. 

Having  bivouacked  near  Ashland  for  the  night,  on  the  morning  of 
the  26th,  the  Jeff.  Davis  legion  and  fourth  .Virginia  cavalry,  having 
joined  me  here  from  an  advanced  position  of  observation  on  the  South 
Ann*,  which  effectually  screened  Jackson's  movements  from  the  enemy, 
my  command  swept  down  upon  Jackson's  left,  extending  its  obser 
vation  as  far  as  the  Pamunky  river  road,  passing  Taliaferro's  mill, 
where  the* enemy  had  a  strong  picket,  which  fled  at.  our  approach.  I 
reached  General  Jackson's  line  of  march  at  the  cross-roads  at  Dr. 
Shelton's  in  advance  of  his  column. 

From  Taliaferro's»mill  to  this  point,  there  was  constant  skirminh- 
ing  between  the  enemy's  pickets  and  my  advance  guardj  Colono]  Lee's 
company  D,  (sharpshooters,)  first  Virginia  cavalry,  displaying  the 
same  courage  and  address  which  has  already  distinguished  it  on  so 
many  occasions,  killing  and  wounding  several  of  the  enemy,  without 
suffering  any  loss. 

At  Dr.  Shelton's  I  awaited  the  arrival  of  General  Jackson,  sending 
a  squadron  in  advance,   (Captain   Irving,   first  Virginia   cavalry.)  to 
seize  and  hold  the  bridge  at  the  Tottopotomy.     The  enemy  anticipat 
ing  us,  had   torn  up  the  bridge  and  held  the  opposite^  bank,  and  ob 
structed  the  road,  without,  however,  making  any  determined   stand. 
Oapt.  W.  W.  Blackford,  corps  of  engineers.,  assigned  to  duty  .with  my 
command,  set  about  repairing  the  bridge,  and*  in  half  an  hour,  with 
the  details  furnished  him,  the  bridge  was  ready,     passing  Pale  Green 
church,  General  Jackson's  march  led  him  directly*  towards  the  cross 
ing  of  Beaver    l>am    creek,    opposite    Richardson's.      Reaching  that 
point,  he  bivouacked  for  the  night,  and  I  disposed  my    command  on 
both  his  flanks  and  rear,  with  five  squadrons  on  picket,  looking  well 
towards  Cold  Harbor  and    Old  Churcji.     About    sundown  the  enemy 
made  his  appearance,  near  Jackson's    flank  on    the  Old  Church  road, 
but  a  few  rounds  of  shell  put  him  to  flight,  and    rny  pickets   OP.  that 
road  were  not  disturbed  during  the  night.     The  next  morning.  Gene 
ral  Jackson  moved  directly  across  Beaver    Dam  ;    I  took  a  circuitous 
route  to  turn   that  stream,  turning    down  first  the  Old   Church  rt>ad, 
(both  aiming  for  Old  Cold  Harbor,)  and  directing  my  march  so  as  to 
cover  his  left   flank,  he  having  formed,  at  Beaver  Dam,  a  junction 
with  the  divisions  which  marched  by  the  way  of  Mechanicsville.     All 
day  we  were  skirmishing  with,  killing  and  capturing  small  detach 
ments  of,  the  enemy's  cavalry,  mostly  of  the  Lancers,  Colonel  Rush. 
Passing  Bethesda  church,  I  sent  the  Blakely  gun,  of  the  horse  ar 
tillery,  and  a  portion  of  my  command,   under  Colonel  Martin,  off  to 
the  left,  to  see  if  anv  force  w««^pKout  Old  Church.     Colonel  Martin 


400 

found  nothing  but  some  flying  cavalry,  and  I  continued  my  march  by 
way  of  Beulah  Church,  taking  several  prisoners  en  route  to  Cold  Harbor, 
where  I  found  General  Jackson.  He  directed  me  to  take  position  on 
his  left,  in  reserve.  I  kept  a  squadron  iu  observation  down  the  Old 
Church  road,  down  the  Dispatch  road,  and  made-dispositions  for  ac 
tion  whenever  opportunity  might  offer. 

Owing,  however,  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  the  position  in  a 
wood,  and  the  steadiness  of  our  troops,  the  cavalry  proper  had  no 
hand  to-hand  conflict  with  the  enemy,  though  subject  to  the  severe 
ordeal  of  a  raking  artillery  fire  from  guns  beyond  its  reach.  Videttes, 
placed  on  our  left,  kept  me  advised  of  the  enemy's  operations,  arid, 
about  five  or  six,  P.  M.,  a  movement  of  artillery  wras  observed,  and 
reported,  on  the  road  from  Grapevine  bridge  The  only  artillery,  un 
der  my  command  being  Pelham's  "  Stuart's  Horse  Artillery,"  the 
twelve-pounder  Biakoly  and  Napoleon  were  ordered  forward  to  meet 
this  bold  effort  to  damage  our  left  flank.  The  Blakely  was^  disablfid 
at.  the  first  fire,  tlie  enemy  opening,  simultaneously,  eight  pieces, 
proving  afterwards  to  be  Weed's  and  Tidball's  batterries.  Then  en 
sued  one  of  the  most  gallant  and  heroic  feats  of. the  war.  The  Na 
poleon  gun,  solitary  and  alone,  received  the  fire  of  those  batteries, 
concealed  in  the  pines,  on  a  ridge  commanding  its  ground,  yet  riot  a 
man  quailed,  and  the  noble  captain,  directing  the  fire  himself,  with  a 
coolness  and  intrepedity  only  equalled  by  his  previous  brilliant  career. 
The  enemy's  fire  sensibly  slackened  under  the  determined  fire  cf  this 
Napoleon,  which  clung  to  its  ground  with  unflinching  tenacity.  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  calling  General  Jack?on's  attention  to  the 
heroic  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this  piece,  and  later,  he,  by 
his  personal  efforts,  reinforced  it  by  several,  batteries  of  rifle  pieces, 
which,  firing,  advanced  in  echelon,  about  dark,  and  drove  the  eneuny 
from  his  last  foothold  on  the  right;  I  received  information  that  Gen 
eral  1).  H.  Hill  was  pursuing  the  enemy  down  the  road  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet. 

Expecting  a  general  rout,  I  immediately  joined  my  cavalry,  and 
dashed  down  the  road  leading  by  Dr.  Tyler's,  to  its  intersection  with 
the  White  House  road,  about  three  miles.  It  was  quite  dark,  but  no 
evidence  of  retreat,  or  other  movement,  could  be  detected  on  that 
«road ;  so,  leaving  a  squadron  for  observation  at  that  point,  I  returned 
•  to  Cold  Harbor  with  the  main  'body,  late  at  night.  Early  in  the 
morning  that  squadron  was  so  burdened  with  prisoners,  mostly  of  the 
regular  army,  (among  others,  Major  Deloizier  Davidson,  commanding 
fourth  United  States  infantry,)  that  I  had  to  reinforce  it.  Being  sent 
for  l^y  the  commanding  General  at  his  headquarters,  New  Cold  Har 
bor,  I  galloped  up,  leaving  my  command  prepared  for  instant  service. 
I  received  from  the  commanding  General  instructions  to  strike  for  the 
York  River  railroad  at  the  nearest  point,  so  as  to  cut  the  enemy's  line 
of  communication  with  the  York,  and  intercept  his  retreat.  General 
Ewell's  division  (infantr*)  was  put  in  motion  for  the  same  object, 
and  Colonel  Lee,  of  the  ninth,  with  his  regiment,  preceded  him  as 
advance  guard,  finding,  en  route,  two  fine  rifle  pieces,  abandoned  by 
the  enemy. 
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With  the  main  body  of  my  cavalry,  I  pursued  a  parallel  route,  and, 
arriving  near  Dispatch,  passed  the  head  of  General  Eweli's  column, 
and  pushing  a  squadron  of  Cobb's  legion  (cavalry)  rapidly  forward, 
•surprised  and  routed  a  squa*dron  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  they  leaving, 
in  their  hurried  departure,  the  ground  strewn  with  carbines  and 
pistols.  They  fled  in  the  direction  of  Bottoms'  Bridge.  I  directed 
the  immediate  tearing  up  of  the  track  and  euttrng  the  wire,  which 
"Was  done  in  a  very  few  minutes,  and  the  result  reported  to  General 
Ewell  and  the  commanding  General.  General  Ewell  decided  to  await 
further  orders  at  Dispatch  ;  I  determined  to  push  boldly  down  the 
White  House  road,  resolved  to  find  what  force  was  in  that  direction, 
and,  if  possible,  to  rout  it. 

A  train  of  forage  wagons,  with  a  few  cavalry  as  escort,  was  cap 
tured  before  proceeding  far,  and,  further  down,  several  sutlers'  estab 
lishments.  The  prominent  points  on  the  road  were  picketed  by 
cavalry,  all  of  which  fled  at  our  approach  ;  and  long  before  the  column 
of  cavalry  had  marched  half  way  to  the  Whits  House,  the  flying 
pickets  had  heralded  the  approach  of  what,  no  doubt,  appeared  to 
their  affrighted  minds  to  be  the  whole  army  of  the  Valley,  and  from 
the  valley  of  the  Pamunkey  a  dense  cloud  of  smoke  revealed  the  fact 
of  flight,  and  destruction  in  the  path  of  a  stampeded  foe.  All  ac 
counts  agreed  that  Generals  Stoneman  and  Emory,  with  a  large  com 
mand  of  cavalry,  infantry  and  artillery,  had  gone  in  the  direction  of 
the  White  House,  where  Casey  was  said  to  be  in  command. 
'  I  found  no  resistance  until  1  reached  Tunstall's  Station.  Here  I 
found  a  vacated  field  work,  and  captured  a  cavalry  flag  near  it.  This 
work,  as  well  as  the  evidence  of  recent  encampments  along  the  line; 
of  railroad,  showed  that  <?ne  of  the  great  results  anticipated  from  my  late 
expedition — the  detaching  a  large  forc&to  protect  the  enemy's  line  of 
communication — had  been  accomplished.  At  the  crossing  of  Black 
creek,  near  this  place,  the  enemy  had  a  squadron  drawn  up,  on  the 
further  bank,  in  line  of  battle,  an'd  what  appeared  to  be  artillery  on  a 
commanding  height  beyond.  He  had  "destroyed  the  bridge  over  this 
difficult  stream,  whose  abrupt  banks  and  miry  bed  presented  a  serious 
obstacle  to  our  progress.  The  artillery  was  ordered  up  to  our  front, 
and  a  lew  well-directed  rounds  of  shell  dispersed  the  squadron,  as  well 
as  disclosed,  in  a  scrambling  race,  an  adroitly  formed  ambuscade  of 
dismounted  men  on  the  banks  of  the  stream,  and  produced  no  reply 
from  what  was  supposed  to  be  artillery.  A  small  party  of  dismounted 
men,  under  the  daring  Captain  Farley,  soon  gained  the  further  bank 
and  scoured  the  woods,  while  the  ever-ready  and  indefatigable  Black- 
ford  set  to  work  to  repair  the  crossing.  It  was  dark,  however,  Before 
it  could  be  finished,  and  we  slept  on  our  arms  until  morning,  finding 
ample  corn  for  our  jaded  horses  at  Tunstall's  Station. 

.  The  conflagration  raged  fearfully  at  the  White  House  during  the 
entire  night,  while  explosions  of  shell  rent  the  air.  I  was  informed 
that  five  thousand  men  held  the  place. 

Early,  the  next  morning,  I  moved  cautiously  down,  catching  the 
scattered  fugitives  of  the  day  before,  as  we  advanced,  till  coming  in, 
plain  view  of  the  White  House,  at  a  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
26 
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a  large  gunboat  was  discovered  lying  at  the  landing.  I  took  the  pre 
caution  to  leave  the  main  body  about  two  miles  behind,  and  proceeded 
I  the  point  with  a  small  party  and  one  piece  of  artillery.  Colonel 
VV.  [{.  F.  Lee,  the  proprietor  of  this  onc«  beautiful  estate,  now  in 
ashes  and  desolation,  described  the  ground,  and  pointed  out  all  the 
localities  to  me,  so  that  I  was  convinced  that  ft  few  bold  sharpshooters 
could  compel  the  guaboat  to  leave.  I  accorflingly  ordered  down  about 
soventy-five,  partly  of  the  first  Virginia  cavalry,  (Litchfield's  com> 
pany  £),)  and  partly  Jeff  Davis  legion  and  fourth  Virginia  cavalry. 
They  were  deployed  in  pairs,  with  intervals  of  forty  paces,  and  armed 
with  rifle  carbines.  They  advanced  on  this  monster — so  terrible  to 
cur  fancy — and  a  body  of  sharpshooters  were  sent  ashore  from  the 
boat  to  meet  them. 

Quite  a  determined  engagement  of  skirmishers  ensue*! ;  but  our  gal 
lant  men  never  faltered  in  their  determination  to  expose  this  Yankee 
bugaboo  called  gunboat.  To  save  time,  however,  I  ordered  ,up  the 
hu  wit  per,  a  few  shells  from  which,  fired  with  great  accuracy,  and 
bursting  directly  over  her  decks,  caused  an  instantaneous  withdrawal 
cf  the  sharpshooters,  and  a  precipitate  flight  under  headway  of  steam 
<*o\vn  the  river;  the  howitzer  gave  chase  at  a  gallop,  the  more  to 
cause  the  apprehension  of  being  cut  oif  below  than  of  really  affect 
ing  anything. 

The  gunboat  never  returned.  The  command  was  now  entirely  out 
cf  rations,  and  the  horses  without  forage,  and  I  had  relied  on  the 
enemy  at  the  White  House  to  supply  me  with  these  essentials.  I  was 
not  disappointed,  in  spite  of  their  efforts  to  destroy  everything.  Pro 
visions  and  delicacies  of  every  description  lay  in  heaps,  and  the  men 
:ed  themselves  on  the  frrjts  of  the  tropics,  as  well  as  the  sub- 
siisiitialfl  of  the  land.  Large  quantities  of  forage  were  left  also.  An 
( pportunity  was  here  offered  for  observing  the  deceitfulness  of  the 
enemy's  pretended  reverence  for  everything  associated  with  the  name 
of  Washington — for  the  dwelling-house  was  burned  to  the  groumi, 
and.  not  a  vestige  left,  except  what  told  of  desolation  and  vandalism. 

Nine  large  barges,  loaded  with  stores,  were  ow  fire  as  we  approached  ; 
immense  numbers  of  tents,  wagons  and  cars,  in  long  trains,  loaded, 
and  five  locomotives ;  a  number  of  forges  ;  quantities  of  every  spe 
cies  of  quartermasters'  stores  and  property,  making  a  total  of  many 
millions  of  dollars — all  more  or  less  destroyed. 

During  the  morning,  I  received  a  note  from  the  commanding'Gene- 
r^l,  directing  me  to  watch  closely  any  movement  of  the  enemy  in  my 
direction,  and  to  communicate  what  my  impressions  were  in  regard  to 
bis  designs.  I  replied  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  a  retreat  of  the 
main  body  down  the  Williamsburg  road,  and  that  I  had  no  doubt  that 
the  enemy,  since- his  defeat,  was  endeavoring  to  reach  the  James,  as  a 
cow  base,  being  compelled  to  surrender  his  connection  with  the  York. 

If  the  Federal  people  can  be  convinced  that  this  was  a  part  of  Mc- 
Clellan's  plan  ;  that  it  was  in  his  original  design  for  Jackson  to  turn 
his  right  flank,  and  our  generals  to  force  him  from  his  strongholds, 
they  certainly  can  never  forgive  him  for  the  millions  of  public  treas 
ure  that  his  superb  strategy  cost  the  nation.  He  had  no  alternative 
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left,  and  possessed  with  the  information  that  his  retreat  was  not  pro 
gressing  towards  the  York,  the  commanding  General  knew  as  well  as 
McClellan  himself  that  Jie  must  seek  the  only  outlet  left.  It  took  the 
remainder  of  Sunday  to  ration  my  command,  and  complete  the  de 
struction  of  some  property  I  was  apprehensive  the  enemy  might  re 
turn  and  remove  ;  but  I  sent,  that  day,  a  regiment,  first  Virginia 
cavalry,  Colonel  Fitzhugh  Lee,  across  to  observe  the  enemy's  move 
ments  from  B6ttom's  Bridge  to  Forge  Bridge. 

On  Monday,  I  moved  my  whole  command  in  the  same  direction, 
except  one  squadron,  Cobb's  legion,  which  was  left  at  the  White 
House. 

Colonel  Lee,  first  Virginia  cavalry,  was  stationed  near  Long  Bridge,, 
lend  the  remainder  near  Forge  Bridge.  The  former  reported  the  en 
emy's  pickets  visible  on  the  other  side,  nnd,  at  the  latter  place,  I  ob 
served  a  regiment  of  infantry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  The  Na 
poleon  was  left  with  Colonel  Lee,  but  it  was  disabled  at  the  first  shot, 
the  trail  breaking. 

The  Blakely  being  disabled  at  Cold  Harbor,  left  me  with  only  a 
twelve-pounder  howitzer,  (one  section  being  present.)  Capt.  Pelham 
engaged  the  enemy  across  the  Chickahominy  with  these,  and  after  a 
spirited  duel  against  one  rifle  piece  and  one  howitzer,  the  enemy  waG; 
driven  from  his  position,  with  the  loss  of  two  men  aUd  two  horses 
killed;  we  escaping  unhurt.  The  infantry  abandoned  their  knap 
sacks  in  their  hurry  to  depart.  I 'tried  in  vain  to  ascertain  by  scouts^ 
the  enemy's  force  beyond,  and  it  being  now  nearly  dark,  we  bivouacked 
again.  During  the  entire  day,  Colonel  Lee,  of  the  first,  as  also  the 
main  body,  captured  many  prisoners,  but  none  seemed  to  know  any 
thing  of  the  operations  of  the  army.  One  was  a  topographical  engi 
neer. 

At  half  past  three,  A.  M  ,  the  nex-t  morning,  I  received  a  despatch 
from  Colonel  Chilton,  the  hour  of  his  writing  being  omitted,  stating 
that  the  enemy  had  been  headed  off  at  the  intersection  of  the  Long- 
Bridge  and  Charles  City  roads,  and  that  his  destination  seemed,  for 
the  present,  fixed,  and  expressing  the  commanding  General's  desire 
for  me  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  and  co-operate  with  the  forces  on 
that  side,  suggesting  Grapevine  Bridge  as  the  most  suitable  point. 
I  asked  the  courier  when  it  was  written.  He  replied,  "  at  nine,  P., 
M. ;"  which  point  of  time  was  after  the  heavy  firing  in  the  direction 
of  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge  had  ceased;  and  I  believed,  therefore, 
that  the  status  of  the  enemy  referred  to  was  after  the  heavy  firing. 
I  therefore  started  at  once  for  Bottom's  Bridge,  eleven  miles  distant, 
pushing  on  rapidly  myself*. 

Arriving  at  Bottom's  Bridge,  I  found  our  troops  had  passed  down. 
Galloping  on  to  White,  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  I  found  many  on  the 
march,  and  saw  at  once  that  from  the  lack  of  firing  in  front,  and  the 
rapid  rate  of  march,  that  the  only  way  I  could  co-operate  with  the 
main  body,  was  by  retracing  my  steps.  Fortunately,  the  head  of  my 
column  had  not  passed  Bottom's  Bridge,  and  crossing  at  the  Forge 
Bridge  to  come  up  qn  Jackson's  left,  I  w,rote  a  no.te  to  General 
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Jackson  to  apprise  him  of  this  intention,  and  hurried  back  to  carry 
It  out. 

I  found,  upon  reaching  Forge  Bridge*,  a  party  of  Munford's  second 
Virginia  cavalry,  who  informed  me  of  the  route  taken  by  Jackson's 
column,  and  pushed  on  to  join  him,  fording -the  river. 

Passing  Nance's  shop  about  sundown,  it  was  dark  before  we  reached 
Rock's  house,  near  which  we  stampeded  the  enemy's  picket,  without 
giving  it  time  to  destroy  the  bridge  further  than  to  pull  tfff  the  planks. 
I  aimed  for  Haxall's  landing,  but  soon  after  leaving  Rock's,  encoun 
tered  picket  fires,  and,  a  little  way  beyond,  saw  the  light  of  a  con 
siderable  encampment.  There  was  no  other  recourse  left  but  to  halt 
for  the  night,  filter  a  day's  march  of*  forty-two  miles. 

As  it  was  very  dark,  very  little  could  be  seen  of  the  country  around  ; 
but  I  had  previously  detached  Captain  Blackford  to  notify  General 
Jackson  of  my  position,  and  find  where  he  was.  He  returned  during 
the  night,  having  found  our  troops,  but  could  not  locate  General 
Jackson's  line. 

I  ascertained,  also,  that  a  battle  had  been  raging  for  some  time, 
and  ceased  about  an  hour  after  I  reached  this  point.  My  arrival  could 
not  have  been  more  fortunately  timed  ;  for,  arriving  after  dark,  its 
ponderous  march,  witji  the  rolling  artillery,  must  have  impressed  the 
enemy's  cavalfry,  watching  the  approaches  to  their  rear,  with  the  idea 
of  an  immense  army  about  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  and  contributed  to 
cause  that  sudden  collapse  and  stampede  that  soon  after  occurred, 
leaving  us  in  the  possession  of  Malvern  Hill,  which  the  enemy  might 
have  held  next  day,  much  to  our  detriment. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  worthy  of  the  commanding  General's  no 
tice,  that,  in  taking  the  position  I  did  in  rear  of  Turkey  creek,  I 
acted  entirely  from  my  own  judgment;  but  was  much  gratified,  next 
day,  on  receiving  his  note,  to  find  that  his  orders  were  to  the  same 
effect,  though  failing  to  reach  me  until  the  next  morning  after  its  ex 
ecution. 

Early  next  morning,  I  received  orders  from  General  Jackson,  that 
unless  you  had  otherwise  directed,  to  take  position  near  his  left.  Not 
yet  apprised  of  the  enemy's  move  in  the  night,  I  proceeded  to  execute 
this  order,  and,  having  halted  the  column  near  Gatewood's,  where 
Colonels  Rosser,  Baker,  and  Goode,  with  their  respective  regiments, 
joined  my  command.  I  went  forward  to  reconnoitre.  Meeting  with 
General  Jackson,  we  rode  together  to  Dr.  Poindexter's,  where  we  met 
Major  Meade  and  Lieutenant  Samuel  R.  Johnston,  of  the  engineers, 
who  had  just  made,  in  the  drenching  rain,  a  personal  examination  of 
the  enemy's  position,  and  found  it  abandoned. 

I  galloped  back  to  my  command  and  put  it  in  motion  for  Haxall's 
Landing,  hoping  there  to  intercept  the  enemy's  cQlumn.  The  Jeff. 
Davis  legion  preceded  and  soon  reached  the  River  road,  in  rear  of 
Turkey  creek,  capturing  scores  of  the  discomfitted  and  demoralized 
foe  at  every  turn — wagons,  tents,  arms  and  knapsacks  abandoned — 
and  the  general  drift  of  accounts,  given  by  the  prisoners,  spoke  elo 
quently  of  the  slaughter  and  rout  that  will  make  Malvern  Hill  mem 
orable  in  history. 
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Colonel  Martin  dashed  off  with  a  few  nren  towards  HaxalPs,  and,  in 
plain  view  of  the  monitor,  captured  one  of  her  crew  on  shore  and 
marched  back  several  o^her  prisoners,  the  very  boldness  of  the  move 
apparently  transfixing  the  enemy's  guns.  Appreciating  the  impor 
tance  of  knowing  the  enemy's  position  with  reference  to  Shirley,  I 
endeavored  to  gain  the  fork  of  woods  near  that  point ;  but  it  was 
strongly  defended  by  two  regiments  of  infantry — a  prisoner  captured 
Tiear  by  said  Sickles'  brigade.  The  indications  were  *clear,  however, 
that  the  enemy  had  gone  below  that  point.  The  day 'was  consumed 
in  collecting  prisoners  and  arms  back  towards  Malvern  Hill,  the  road 
from  which,  was  thoroughly  blockaded,  and  in  harrassing  the  enemy's 
rear,  which,  in  spite  of  his  good  position  was  very  thoroughly  done 
by  Colonel  Martin  with  one  of  Pelham's  howitzers,  causing  marked 
havoc  and  confusion  in  his  ranks.  I  also  reconnoitred  in  the  direc 
tion  of  Charles  City  Court-House  with  a  view  to  fall  on  his  flanks  if 
still  in  motion.  The  result  of.  the  last  was  to  the  effect  that  at  ten, 
A.  M.,  no  part  of  his  force  had  reached  Charles  City  Court-House. 
I  therefore  sent  down  that  night  towards  Westover,  under  Captain 
Pelham,  supported  by  Irving's  squadron  first  Virginia  cavalry,  with 
orders  to  reach  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  River  road  below,  so  as 
to  shell  it  if  the  enemy  attempted  to  retreat  that  night.  A  squadron 
(Cobb's  legion)  was  left  near  Shirley,  and  the  main  bcpdy  bivouacked 
contiguous  to  oat-fields,  of  necessity  our  only  dependence  for  ftfrage 
since  leaving  the  White  House;  but  the  regiments  were  warned  that 
the  pursuit  might  be  resumed  at  any  moment  during  the  night  should 
Captain  Pelham's  reconnoissance  apprise  us  of  a  continuance  of  the 
retreat.  During  the  night,  Captain  Pelham  wrote  to  me  that  the 
enemy  had  taken  position  between  Shirley  and  "Westever,  near  tho 
.  latter,  and  described  the  locality,  the  nature  of  Herring  creek  on  the 
enemy's  right,  and  indicated  the  advantage  to  be  gained  by  taking 
.possession,  with  artillery,  of  Evelington's  heights,  a  plateau  conr- 
manding  completely  the  enemy's  encampment.  I  forwarded  this  re 
port  at  once  to  the  commanding  General,  through  General  Jackson, 
and  proceeded  at  once  to  the  ground  with  my  command,  except  one 
regiment  of  the  ninth  Virginia  cavalry,  Colonel  W.  H.  F.-Lee,  which 
was  ordered  down  the  road,  by  Nance's"  shop,  and  thence  across 
towards  Charles  City  Court-House,  so  as  to  extend  my  left,  a»d  keep 
a  look  out  towards  Forge  Bridge,  by  .which  I  was  liable  to  be  attacked 
in  <tiank  and  rear  by  Stoneman,  should  he  endeavor  to  form  a  junction 
with  McClellan. 

I  found  Evelington's  heights  easily  gained.  A  squadron  in  posses 
sion  vacated  without  much  hesitation,  retreating  up  the  road,  the  only 
road  by  which  it  could  r£ach  Westover,  owing  to  the.  impassability 
of  Herring's  creek  below  Roland's  mill.  Colonel  Martin  was  sent 
around  further  to  the  left,  and  the  howitzer  brought  into  action  in  the 
River  road,  to  fire  upon  the  enemy's  camp  below. 

Judging  from  the  great  commotion  and  excitement  caused  below,  it 
must  have  had  considerable  effect.  We  soon  had  prisoners  from  vari 
ous  corps  and  divisions,  and  from  their  statements,  as  well  as  those  of 
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citizens,  I  learned  that  the -enemy's  main  body  was  there  ;  but  much 
reduced  and  demoralized. 

I  kept  the  commanding  General  apprised  o^  my  movements,  and  I 
soon  learned  from  him  that  Longstreet  and  Jackson  were  en  route  to 
my  support.  I  held  the  ground  from  aboufnine,  A.  M.,  until  two, 
P.  M.,  when  the  enemy  had  contrived  to  get  one  battery  into  position 
on  this  side  the  creek.  The  fire  waft,  however,  kept  up  until  a  body 
of  infantry  was  found  approaching  by  our  right  flank.  I  had  no.  ap 
prehension,  however,  as  I  was  sure  Longstreet  was  near  by,  and  al 
though  Pelham  reported  but  two  rounds  of  ammunition  deft,  I  held 
out,  knowing  how  important  it  was  to  hold  the  ground  until  Longstreet 
arrived.  The  enemy's  infantry  advanced,  and  the  battery  kept  up  its 
fire.  I  just  then  learned  that  Longstreet  had  taken  the  wrong  road, 
and  was  then  at  Nance's  shop,  six  or  seven  miles  off. 

Pelham  fired-hrs  last  round,  and  the  sharpshooters,  stongly  posted 
in  the  skirt  of  the  woods  bordering  the  plateau,  exhausted  every 
cartridge,  but  had  at  last  to  retire  ;  not,  however,  without  teaching 
many  a  foernan  the  bitter  lesson  of  death.  My  command  had  been  so 
cut  off  from  sources  of  supply,  and  so  constantly  engaged  with  the 
enemy,  that  the  abundant  supply  which  it  began  with  on  the  26th  of 
June,  was  entirely  exhausted.  I  kept  pickets  at  Bradley's  store  that 
night,  and  remained  with  my  comma'd  on  the  west  side  of  the  creek, 
aeai*  Philips'  farm.  General  Longstreet  came  up  late  in  the  evening, 
he  had  been  led  by  his  guide  out  of  his  proper  route. 

The  next  day,  July  4th,  General  Jackson's  command  drove  in  the 
enemy's  advance  pickets.  I  pointed  out  the  position  of -the  enemy, 
now  occupying,  apparently  in  force,  the  plateau  from  which  I  shelled 
their  camp  the  day  before,  and  showed  him  the  routes  by  which  the 
plateau  could  be  reached  to  the  left,  and  submitted  my  plan  for  dis 
possessing  the  enemy  and  attacking  his  camps.  This  was  subsequently 
laid  before  the  commanding  General.  The  enemy's  position  had  been  m 
well  reconnoitred  by  Blackford,  of  the  engineers,  the  day 'before,  from 
a  close  view,  and  further  on  this  day  (July  4th),  demonstrating  that 
his  position  was  strong,  difficult  to  reach,  except  with  rifle  cannon, 
and  completely  flanke$  by  gunboats,  all  of  which  were  powerful  argu 
ments,  and  no  doubt  had  their  due  weight  with  the  commanding 
Genei«al  against  renewing  an  attack,  thus  far  of  unbroken  successes, 
against  a  stronghold,  where  the  enemy  had  been  reinforced  beyond  a 
doubt.  The  operations  of  my  own  command  extended  further  to  jthe 
left,  except  one  regiment,  Cobb's  legion  cavalry,  which  was  directed 
to  follow  up  the  enemy's  rear  on  the  River  road,  and  the  first  North 
Carolina  cavalry,  which  remained  in  reserve,  near  Phillips'  farm. 

The  remainder  of  the  4th  and  5th  Julywere  spent  in  .reconnoiter- 
ing  and  watching  the  river. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee,  of  the  artillery, 
reported  to  me  with  a  battery  of  rifle  guns,  (Squiers'  Washington 
artillery.)  to  which  I  added  Pelham's  Blakely,  which  had  just 
returned  from  Richmond,  for  attacking  transportation  on  the  river 
below  the  Federal  forces.  The  point  selected  was  Wile-ox's  landing, 
which  was  reached  after  dark.  The  only  transport  which  passed  dur- 
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:mg  the  night  was  fired  into  with  distant  dainr.ge,  but  she  kept  OL. 
On  the  6th,  the  battery  was  augmented  by  two  rifle  pieces  of  Rogers' 
battery,  and  proceeded  to  Wayne's  Oa,k,  lower  down  the  river. 
During  that  night  and  next  day,  (7th,)  the  batteries  commanded  the 
river,  seriously  damaging  several'  transports,  and  compelling  the 
crews  from  two  to  take  to  their  small  boats  for  the  opposite  shore, 
leaving  one  transport  sinking.  The  batteries  were  subject  to  inces 
sant  fire  from  the  gunboats,  which  invariably  convoyed  the  transports; 
but  Colonel  Lee,  whose  report  is  very  interesting,  says  no  damage 
was  done  to  the  batteries,  demonstrating,  as  was  done  at  the  White 
House  that  gunboats  are  not  so  dangerous  as  is  generally  supposed. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  7th,  the  batteries  returned  to  their  camps, 
the  men  being  much  exhausted  from  loss  of  rest  and  continuous 
exertion. 

During,  the  6th,  7th  and  8th,  the'enemy^persistently  annoyed  pur 
pickets  on  the  River  road,  below  Westover,  and,  with  all  arms  of  ser 
vice,  tried  to  compel  us  to  retire  from  that  position.  Colonel  Rosser, 
commanding  fifth  Virginia  cavalry,  was  present  in  charge  of  the  post 
and  inspired  his  men  with  such  determined  resistance,  arranging  them 
so  as  to  resist  to  the  best  advantage,  that  the  enemy  failed  in  the 
effort,  withm 'three- quarters  of  a  mile,  of  his  mam  body,  and  in  his  rec.r. 

At  sundown  on  the  8thj  it  being  decided  to  withdraw  our  forces 
front  before  the  enemy's  position,  the  cavalry  covered  tho  withdrawal 
of  the  infantry,  and  prevented,  t&e  enemy's  having  any  knowledge  cf 
the  movement. 

At  daylight,  on  the  9th,  the  cavalry  proceeded  above  Turkey  Island 
creek,  with  a  view  to  establish  a  line  of  cavalry  outposts  from  the 
vicinity  of  Shirley,  across  by  Nance's  shop  to  the  Chickahominy. 
On  the  10,th,  a  portion  of  the  cavalry  was  left  on  this  duty,  and  the 
remainder,  by  the  direction  of  the  commanding  General,  marched  to 
a  reserve  camp. 

.  I  regret  that  the  very  extended  field  of  operations  of  the  cavalry, 
has  made  this  report  necessarily  long.  During  the  whole  period  it 
will  be  observed  that  my  command  was  in  contact  with  the  enemy, 
No  opportunity  occurred,  however,  for  an  overwhelming  charge,  a 
circumstance  resulting,  first,  from  the  nature  of  the  positions  suc 
cessively  taken  by  the  enemy,  in  woods,  or  behind  swamps  or 
ditches — he  taking  care  to  change  position  under  cover  of  night,  the 
distance  being  so  short,  only  fifteen  miles,  as  to  be  marched  in  one 
night.  Added  to  this  was  the  uncertainty  whether  the  enemy  would 
attempt  the  passage  of  the  Chickahominy  where  I  awaited  him,  or 
under  cover  of  a  demonstration  towards  Chaffin's  Bluff,  .he  would 
gain  the  James.  The  country  being  obscurely  wooded  and  swampy, 
his  facilities  for  effecting  the  latter  were  great.  The  portion  of  the 
cavalry  operating  under  my  instructions  on  the  Richmond  side  of  the 
Chickahominy,  was  under  command,  at  first,  of  Colonel  Rosser,  and 
afterwards  of  Colonel  L.  S.  Baker,  first  North  Carolina  cavalry. 
The  latter  .made  a  gallant  charge,  on  the  3()th  ultimo,  at  Willis'  church, 
with  his  and  a  portion  of  Colonel  Gooce's  command,  but  were  re 
pulsed,  with  small  loss.  Their  reports,  enclosed,  will  give  particulars 
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of  their  operations.  Major  Grumpier  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
Captain  Ruffin  taken  prisoner.  For  other  casualties  you  are  respect 
fully  referred  to  Colonel  Baker's  report.  ^  During  the  series  of 
engagements  in  which  the  portion  of  the  brigade  with  me  partici 
pated,  very  few  casualties  occurred,  notwithstanding  frequent  exposure 
to  the  enemy's  fire.  During  the  »whole  period  the  officers  and  men 
exhibited  that  devotion  to  duty,  thorough  discipline  and  efficiency, 
which  characterizes  regular  troops,  and  claims,  at  my  hands,  the 
highest  measure  of  praise  and  grateful  acknowledgment. 

Colonels  T.  R.  R.  Cobb,  Fitz.  Lee,  W.  II.  F.  Lee,  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  W.  T.  Martin,  under  my  immediate  command,  were  frequently, 
in  turn,  entrusted  with  distinct,  isolated  commands,  and  displayed  that 
zeal  and  ability  which  entitles  them  to  favorable  notice  and  give& 
evidence  of  capacity  for  higher  trust. 

Captain  John  Pelham,  of  the  horse  artillery,  displayed  such  signal 
ability  as  an  artillerist,  such  heroic  example  and  devotion  in  danger, 
and  indomitable  energy  under  difficulties,  in  the  movement  of  his  bat 
tery,  that,  reluctant  as  I  am  at  the  chance  of  losing  such  a  valuable 
limb  from  the  brigade,  I  feel  bound  to  ask  for  his  promotion,  with  the 
remark  that,  in  either  cavalry  or  artillery,  no  field  grade  is  too  high 
for  his  merit  and  capacity..  The  officers  and  men  of  that  battery 
emulated  the  example  of  their  captain  and  did  justice  to  a  reputation 
already  won.  . 

Capt  Wm.  W.Blackford,  of  the  engineers,  assigned  to  duty  with  me 
the  day  before  the  battles,  was  always  in  advance,  obtaining  valuable 
information  of 'the  enemy's  strength,  movements,  and  position',  locat 
ing  routes  and  making  hurried  topographical  sketches.  He  is  bold 
in  reconnoissance,  fearless  in  danger,  and  remarkably  cool  and  correct 
in  judgment.  His  services  are  invaluable  to  the  advance  guard  of 
an  army.  Captain  J.  Hardeman  Stuart,  signal  corps,  was  particu 
larly  active  and  fearless  in  the  transmission  of  orders  at  Cold  Harbor, 
and  deserves  my  special  thanks  for  his  gallant  conduct.  Captain 
Norman  Fitzhugh,  A.  A.  G.,  chief  of  staff,  though  but  recently  pro 
moted  from  the  ranks,  gave  evidence  of  those  rare  qualities,  united 
with  personal  gallantry,  which  constitute  a  capable  and  efficent  adju 
tant  general.  Captain  Ileros  Von  Borcke,  A.  A.  G.,  was  ever  pres 
ent,  fearless,  and  untiring  in  the  zealous  discharge  of  the  duties 
assigned  him. 

Major  Samuel  Hardin  Hairstone,  Q.  M.,  and  Major  Dabney  Ball, 
C.  S.,  were  prevented  by  their  duties  of  office  from  participating  in 
the  dangers  of  the  conflict,  but  are  entitled  to  my  thanks  for  the 
thorough  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  following  officers,  attached  to  my  staff,  deserve  honorable  men 
tion  in  this  report  for  their  valuable  services  :  Captain  Redmond 
Burke,  Lieutenant  John  Esten  Cooke,  ordnance  officer  ;  Lieutenant 
J.  IS.  W.  Hairston,  C.  S.  A. ;  Lieutenant  James  R.  Christian,  third 
Virginia  cavalry  ;  Lieutenant  Chrswell  Dabney,  aid  ;  Volunteer  Aids 
Captain  W.  D.  Farley  arid  W.  E.  Towles — they  having  contributed 
their  full  share  to  whatever  success  was  achieved  by  the  brigade. 

My  escort  did  good  service.     Private  Frank  Stringfellow,  fourth 
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Virginia  cavalry,  was  particularly  conspicuous  for  gallantry  and  effi 
ciency  at  Cold  Harbor.  The  majority  of  the  Hanover  company,  (G,) 
fourth  Virginia  cavalry,  possessing  invaluable  merits  as  guides,  were 
distributed  as  such  among  the  various  generals. 

First  Lieutenant  D.  A.  Timberlake^accompanied  me,. and  from  his 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  country,  as  well  as  his  personal 
bravery,  was  an  indispensable  aid  to  my  march.  His  deeds  of  indi 
vidual  prowess  in  Hanover  place  him  high  among  partisan  warriors, 
and  enabled  us  to  know  exactly  the  enemy's  position  and  strength 
near  Atlee's  Station. 

Accompanying  this  report,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  map,  drawn 
by* Captain  Blackford,  corps  of  engineers,  of  the  region  of  country 
traversed  by  the  cavalry,  showing  the  extent  of  its  operations,  and 
exhibithig  the  various  engagements  in  which  the  cavalry  took  part ; 
also- — 

Report  A,  Colonel  T.  R.  R.  Gobb,  Georgia  legion  cavalry.     . 

Report  B,  Colonel  L.  S.  Baker,  first  North  Carolina  cavalry. 

Report  C,  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  T.  Martin,  Jeff.  Davis  legion.- 

Report  B,  Colonel  T.  L.  Rosser,  fifth  Virginia  cavalry. 

Report  E,  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee,  artillery,  fourth  Virginia  cavalry'. 

Report  F,  Colonel  Thos.  F.  Goode,  third  Virginia  cavalry. 

Map  G,  already  referred  to. 

II4  My  instructions  to  officer  commanding  cavalry  west  of  Chicka- 
hominy. 

I.  List  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

The  feports  of  other  commanders  have  not  been  received.  Should 
they  be  sent  in  subsequently  they  will  be  forwarded. 

My  command  captured  several  thousand  prisoners  and  arms,  th« 
precise  number  it  being  impossible  to  ascertain. 

The  detachment  of  cavalry  left   at  the  White  House  secure'd  much 
valuable  public  property  enumerated  already. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Colonel, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 

Brigadier  General. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  FITZ  LEE, 

UKAIX^JART-ERS  FIRST  VIRGINIA  CAVALRY, 
Hanover  Court-House,  Aug.  1,  1862. 

Captain  N.  R.  FITZHUGH, 

A.  A.  General,  Cavalry  Brigade  : 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  first  Virginia  cavalry  re 
mained,  during  the  battles  in  front  of  Richmond,  ilnder  the  immediate 
command  of  General  J.  E.  13.  Stuart;  and  took  part  in  all  the  opera 
tions.  The  only  casualty  was  the  &ss  of  private  R.  P.  Tkomas,  of 
company  A.  He  had  been  sent  to  the  front,  in  company  with  Lieu 
tenant  Stuart,  of  company  B,  to  reconnoitre,  dismounted,  when  he 
came  suddenly  upon  a  large  body  of  the  enemy;,  concealed  in  the 
woods.  Rufusing  to  surrender,  this  party  of  two  gathered  up  some 
abandoned  arms  in.  the  vicinity  and  fought  bravely,  until  Thomas  was 
killed,  when  the  Lieutenant  made  his  escape,  the  enemy  not  daring  to 
pursue  a  soldier  who  had  shown  he  was  not  to  be  taken  alive. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FITZ  LEE,  (Late  Colonel  First' Virginia  Cavalry,} 

Brigadier  General  commanding  Brigade. 


If 
REPORT  OF  COLONEL  R03SER. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  VIRGINIA  CAVALRY,  > 
Camp  Cary,  July  26,  1862.       \ 

GENERAL  :  In  pursuance  with  your  instructions,  I  habitually  kept 
my  command,  during  the  battles,  well  in  hand  and  as  near  the  enemy 
as  possible. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  my  scouts  came  in  and  reported  the  enemy, 
in  considerable  force  near  Willis'  church;  and  also  that  he  was  mov 
ing  small  bodies  of  troops  in  the  direction  of  James  river.  This  I 
.reported,  at  the  time,  to  General  Huger.  The  next  morning  I  started 
out  on  a  scout  in  the  same  direction,  and  met  Colonel  Baker,  with 
his  own  regiment,  (the  first  North  Carolina,)  and  the  third  Virginia, 
returning  to  his  camp,  having  been  unsuccessful  in  his  attack  upon  the 
enemy  near  Willis'  church,  where  he  found  the  enemy  in  great  force — 
his  attack  being  met  with  infantry,  artillery  and  cavalry.  My  scouts 
on  the  right  found  the  enemy  extending,  his  lines  in  that  direction, 
and  succeeded  in  recapturing  fifteen  horses,  belonging  to  the  first 
North  Carolina,  that  the  enemy  had  taken  in  Colonel  Bak-er's  en 
gagement,  early  in  the  morning.  This  was  also  reported  to  General 
Huger.  That -night,  (Sunday,  29th  ultimo,)  my  pickets  were  strongly 
reinforced,  and  I  moved  down,  with  mjr  entire  force,  composed  of  my 
own  regiment  and  the  Hampton  legion,  to  the  junction  of  the  River 
and  Long- Bridge  roads,  and  remained  there  during  the  night.  • 

Next  morning,  about  eight  o'clock,  my  pickets  were  driven  in,  on 
the  Long  Bridge  road,  near  Willis'  church.  I  at  once  moved  down 
with  my  entire  command,  and,  after  some  skirmishing,  succeeded  in 
re-establishing  my  pickets.  I  then  dismounted  one  company,  and 
deployed  them  as  skirmishers,  giving  them  a  squadron  for  support, 
and  sent  them  forward,  and  after  driving  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  still 
pessed  upon*  him,  and,  strange  to  say,  this  gallant  little  band  of  Cap 
tain  Bullock's,  of  my  regiment,  drove  them  back  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  their  main  force,  and  was  still  pressing  upon  them,  when 
General  Longstreet's  advance  came  up,  and,  with  his  infantry  and 
artillery,  attacked  them  upon  the  line  to  which  I  was  holding 
them.  My  pickets  upon  the  River  road,  about  this  time,  reported  the 
enemy  advancing  in  that  direction,  and  General  Longstreet  ordered 
me  to  take  my  command  over  in  that  way. 

After  re-establishing  my  pickets  on  th^t  road,  I  made  a  reconnois- 
sance,  with  a  portion  of  my  command,  to  the  front,  and  found  the 
head  of  the  retiring  column  moving  hurriedly  and  confusedly  in  the 
direction  of  James  river.  I  was  then  just  coming  on  Malvern  Hill. 
I  reported  this  fact  to  Generals  Longstreet  and  Holmes,  about  one 
o'clock,  P.  M.  For  some  reason  or  .other,  no  attention  was  paid  to 
this  report.  •  I  then  reported  to  General  Lee,  who  came  to  see  for  him 
self,  and  who  ordered  General  Holmes  to  move  at  once  to  this  point,, 
and  attack  the  enemy.  But  as  General. Holmes  did  not  arrive  until 
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late  in  the  day,  (about  five  o'clock,  P.  Mv)  and  by  marching  his  troops 
down  the  river  road,  the  dust  revealed  the  movement  to  the  enemy, 
and  gunboats  were  sent  up  the  river,  which  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon 
Holmes'  advancing  column,  which  drove  him  back.  I  then  withdrew 
my  command  to  cover,  and  sent  scouts  in  the  direction  of  the  river  to 
observe  the  movements  of  the  boats.  My  quartermaster  (Captain 
Taylor)  was  one  of  the  party,  a^nd  was  taken  prisoner.  General 
Holmes  having  withdrawn,  it  became  necessary  for  me  to  place  the 
greater  part  of  my  command  on  picket,  dismounted. 

Early  the  following  morning,  the  1st  instant,  by  reconnoissance,  I 
found  the  enemy  in  line  of  battle  on  Malvern  Hill.  J  was  near 
enough  to  hear  loud  and  prolonged  cheering,  as  if  reinforcements,  or 
a  general,  had  arrived.  This  I  also  reported  to  General  Huger.  But 
Colonel  Baker  having  arrived,  assumed  the  command,  and  soon  moved, 
with  my  command,  over  to  the  left,  to  support  the  attack  which  Gen 
eral  Magruder  was  about  to  make.  My  command. was  held  on  the 
left,  and,  as  the  lines  were  extended  in  that  direction,  I  was  moved  to 
the  left,  and  early  the  following  morning  I  joined  you  with  my  com 
mand. 

In   every  instance  where  my  men  were  thrown  in  contact  with  the 
enemy,  I  could  but  observe  the  great  want  of  proper  discipline,  neees- 
'  sary  to  insure-imphcit  confidence.     They  had  not  been  drilled,  and 
the  most  of  them  had  never  been  under  fire  before. 

I  took  several  prisoners,  and  collected  many  arms.  1  lost  four 
men — two  sergeants,  one  corpJral  and  one  private — by  desertion ^to 
the  enemy. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOS.  L.  ROSSER, 
Colonel  Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry. 


[CONFIDENTIAL.] 

i  • 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  BRIGADE,  June  25,  1862. 

To  Colonel  T.  L.  ROSSER, 

Or  Cavalry  Officer  commanding  Right  Wing  of  Pickets  : 

COLONEL  :  You  will  immediately  supply  your  command,  from  Major 
Ball,  C.  S.,  with  three  days'  rations  of  hard  bread  and  bacon.  Should 
an  engagement  take  place,  you  will  move  your  main  body  towards  the 
front,  so  as  to  support  and  watch  our  right  flank,  and  take  advantage 
of  any  movement  the  enemy  may  make  towards  James  river,  to  har 
ass  and  delay  him  by  demonstrations  in  his  front,  and  by  vigorous 
attacks  on  his  flanks.  Keep  your  command  well  together  and  well  in 
hand,  and  be  sure  to  keep  a  perfect  communication  and  thorough  co 
operation  with  Major  General  Hugcr,  and  any  other  commander  near 
you,  bearing  in  mind  that  it  is  our  first  duty  to  whip  the  enemy,  and 
to  effect  that,  no  necessary  sacrifice  is  too  great,  no  hardship  too 
severe. 
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I  have  entire  confidence  in  your  skill,  ability  and  energy.     Colonel 
Goode,  third  Virginia  cavalry,  will  be  on  the  Charles  City  road. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 

Should  you  be  ordered  to  join  me,  with  your  regiment,  these  in 
structions  will  be  turned  over  to  your  successor  in  command. 

J.  E.  B,  STUART. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  LITCHF1ELD. 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION,  ) 
Hanover,  August  2,  1862.       $ 

Colonel  R.  H.  CHCLTON, 

•  Assistant  Adjutant   General :  9 

COLONEL:  In  answer  to  Major  Taylor's  note,  asking  for  a  report  of 
the  facts  concerning  the  dash  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  upon  the  camp 
of  the  Bath  cavalry,  at  Verdon,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  Cap 
tain  Li tch field,  who  commanded  the  squadron  of  my  command  sent 
to  that  vicinity  after  the  raid  at  Beaver  Dam,  has,  at  my  request, 
submitted  a  report,  which  is  herevrith  forwarded,  giving  a  lucid  ac 
count  of  the  affair.  « 

The  bath  cavalry  has  never  been  assigned  to  any  regiment,  but  be 
longed  to  the  Valley  forces,  and  had  been,  for  five  weeks,  at  Verdon, 
according  to  the  Captain's  account,  (Captain  McChestney,)  depending 
on  the  vicinity  for  rations  and  forage.  The  company,  according  to 
the  accounts  of  the  citizens,  fled  at'  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  I 
arrived  upon  the  ground  in  the  afternoon.  Oiptain  McChestney  re 
ported  his  force  to  be  seventy-five  or  eighty  men, 'two  of  whom  were 
captured,  and  he  informed  me  about  ten  horses.  'He  was  just  a  mile 
from  the  ford  over  the  North  Anna,  a  ford  'where  the  enemy  crossed, 
at  which  point  a  determined  stand  could  have  been  made,  as  I  noticed 
myself,  the  bank  being  very  advantageous  for  sharpshooters.  If 
Litchfield  could  have  reached  that  poirrt,  the  enemy  would  nevej  have 
crossed.  Upon  the  foregoing,  and  other  representations  made  me  by 
citizens,  I  telegraphed  and  wrote  to  General  Jackson  that  I  thought 
this  company  had  better  be  withdrawn  ;  whereupon  it  was  done,  and 
is  now,  no  doubt,  temporarily  attached  to  some  regiment  of  Robert 
son's  command — perhaps  the  second  Virginia  cavalry.. 

The  extent  of  damage  to  the  camp  is  not  precisely  known,  but  be 
lieved  to  be  slight — only  a  few  tents. 

Most  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 
Major  General,  commanding. 


CAMP  DISCIPLINE,  HANOVER  COUNTS,  VIRGINIA,  ) 

July  31,  1862.      $ 

GENERAL:  In  obedience  to  your  written  order,  I  report,  in  writing, 
the  late  demonstration  and  attack  of  the  enemy  at  Verdon  and  vicin 
ity  : 

Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  I  left  Atlee's  Station,  on  Sunday, 
the -2()th  instant,  in  charge  of  a  squadron,  and  proceeded  in  the  direc 
tion  of  Hanover  Junction,  (via  Hanover  Court-House,)  which  place 
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I  reached  about  dusk  and  encamped  beyond,  some  mile  and  a  half, 
sending,  as  directed,  Lieutenant  Grattan,  with  six  men,  up  to  Beaver 
Dam  Station,  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  damage  done  the  railroad,  and 
the  position  and  strength  of  the  enemy's  forces  at  that  point. 

During  the  night,  a  courier  arrived  from  Lieutenant  Grattan, 
stating  that  but  little  injury  was  done  the  road,  and  the  enemy  had 
returned,  and  that  the  necessary  repairs  could  have  been  made  in  a 
few  hours.  I  started  early  next  morning  with  the  command^  and ' 
proceeded  as  far  as  Anderson's  Station,  where  I  halted  to  feed.  I 
there  found  a  cavalry  company  encamped,  from  Bath  county,  com 
manded  by  Captain  McChestney,  who  informed  me  that  he  was  pick 
eting  the  Telegraph  road,  leading  to  Fredericksburg,  and  scouting  in 
that  direction.  I  then  sent  a  Lieutenant  and  nine  men  from  Major 
Critcher's  battalion,  down  the  road  with  Captain  McChestney's  picket, 
to  go  in  the  direction  of  Bowling  Gree.n,  by  a  road  running  parallel 
with  the  Telegraph  road,  and  leading  to  that  place.  • 

I  then  proceeded  on  to  Beaver  Dam,  and  found  the  road  had  been 
repaired,  ready  for  the  passage  of  trains.  I  halted  my  command  to 
ascertain  something  of  the  condition  of  the  r6ad  above,  about  three 
miles,  at  a  place  called  "  Green  Bays  Crossing,"  and  found' that  there 
was  likewise  but  little  injury  done  the  road  at  that  point,  but  deemed 
it  important  to  have  three  roads  guarded  leading  to  Green  Bay  and 
Frederick  Hall,  so  that  the  trains  might  pass  uninterruptedly,  or  be 
notified  in  time  to  prevent  accident. 

I  therefore  sent  Lieutenant  Coyner,  with  eleven  men,  in  charge  of 
the  post,  and  proceeded  with  the  remainder  of  my  command  across 
Anderson's  bridge,  and  down  the  road  leading  towards  Fredericks- 
burg,  in  search  of  the  enemy  and  information.  I  followed  this  road 
to  a  point  where  it  intersected  the  Telegraph  road  and  Dr.  Flippo's 
house,  when  I  came  upon  a  party  of  seven  of  the  enemy,  six  of  whom 
I  captured,  (after  a  sharp  skirmish,)  wounding  the  seventh  so  Be-' 
verely  that  he  had  to  be  left  at  the  doctor's  house.  I  here  learned 
that  the  enemy  were  in  pretty  strong  force  down  the  Telegraph  road, 
about  three  miles.  I  then  proceeded  up  this  road  in  the  direction  of 
a  cross-road  leading  to  Bowling  Green ;  but  before  reaching  that 
point,  was  informed  that  the  party  guarding  that  road  had  been  run 
in  by  the  enemy  that  evening,  and  that  they  were  in  considerable 
force  upon  the  other  road. 

I  went  on  to  the  forks  of  the  road,  and  finding  no  picket,  as  I  ex 
pected,  I  concluded  the  information  I  had  received  was  correct,  and 
that  it  would'  not  be  prudent  or  advisable  to  pro'ceed  further,  with 
my  small  force,  rendered  so  by  guarding  the  road  above,  and  made 
less  effective  in  guarding  this  road  and  my  rear,  I  therefore  fell  back 
across  the  river,  and  encamped  for  the  night.  In  the  morning,  after  • 
feeding,  I  started  down  the  road  toward  Captain  McChestney's  camp, 
to  ascertain  what  had  become  of  his  men  and  the  party  seflt  out  by 
myself.  Upon  reaching  which  place,  f  learned  that  his  pickets  had 
not  been  posted  beyond  Carmel  church,  but  that  a  scouting  party  had 
been  down  as  far  as  Dr.  Flippo's.  I  then  sent  a  message  to  the  party 
sent  out  by  myself,  notifying  them  of  my  position,  with  instructions 


416 

t.o  join  me,  and  I  determined  to  take  a  scout  in  another  direction.  I 
sent  Lieutenant  Stuart  to  guard  the  bridge  at  or  near  Beaver  Dam, 
and  started  up  to  island  ford,  where  I  had  intended  crossing  ;  but, 
stopping  to  feed  near  the  ford,  and  before  the  horses  were  done  eat 
ing,  a  courier  arrived  from  Captain  McChestney,  stating  that  a  regi 
ment  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  approachmg  the  ford  by  the  Tele 
graph  road.  I  immediately  sent  him  back  with  a  message  to  Captain 
McChestney  to  take  his  entire  force  and  proceed  to  the  river  and  keep 
them  in  check  until  I  could  come  to  his  aid,  should  they  attempt  to 
cross.  I  started  as  quickly  as  possible  to  his  aid,  and  met  a  second 
courier,  with  the  information  that  they  had  crossed  the  riyer,  and 
were  fighting.  I  hurried  up  to  the  point  to  find  it  in  possession  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  entire  camp  in  flames.  I  was  considerably  in  ad 
vance  of  the  column,  and  found  that  they  had  possession  of  all  the 
roads,  and  a  force  in  the  field  above  Anderson's  house,  and  to  my  left, 
in  addition  to  a  force  .on  the  road  leading  to  my  rear.  Of  their 
strength  on  the  road  I  could  learn  nothing,  and  knew  that  I  could  be 
easily  cutoff,  if  that  force  was  sufficiently  strong  to  fight  through  at 
this  point ;  they,  besides  having  a  superior  force,  had  also  the  advan 
tage  of  position.  I  moved  my  command  across  the  field,  and 
through  the  timber,  determined  to  force  a  crossing  on  the  road  lead 
ing  to  my  rear.  Placing  videttes  at  commanding  points,  to  ascertain 
their  strength,  I  soon  gained  the  road  to  my.  rear,  and  found  they 
were  falling  back,  and  came  up  just  as  Colonel  Martin  had  passed 
in  pursuit. 

In  my  opinion,  a  small  force  at  the  river  ought  to  keep  in 
check  a  very  superior 'one ;  but  Captain  McChestney  afterwards  in 
formed  me  that  he  had  not  sufficient  notice  to  reach  that  point,  and 
that  he  had,  besides,  very  little  ammunition. 

The  officers  and  men  in  my  command,  all  behaved  with  the  utmost 
gallantry  and  coolness  when  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  ready 
cheerfully  to  obey  my  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  L1TCHFIELD, 
Captain,  commanding  squadron. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  BOWER. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  N.  C.  CAVALRY,  > 
Hanover  Court  House,  Vu.t  July  27,  1862.      \ 

Captain  FITZHUGH,  Assistant  Adjutant  General: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  with  five  companies 
of  my  regiment,  on  the  morning  of  28th  of  June,  after  a  forced 
inarch  fruin  North  Carolina,  where  I  had  been  on  duty. 

I  was  directed  by  General  Lee  to  assume  command  of  all  the  cav 
alry  that  was  not  with  General  Stuart. 

On  the  night  of  29th,  I  vas  directed  by  General  Lee  to  make  a 
bold,  daring  scout  and  find  out  where  the  enemy  was.  I  accordingly 
proceeded,  with  five  companies  of  my  regiment,  viz:  Captains  Raffia, 
Johnston,  Barringer,  McLeod,  and  Lieutenant  Blair's,  and  the  effect 
ive  force  of  Colonel  Goode's,  (one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred,) 
down  the  New  Market  and  Charles  City  roads. 

It  was  rumored  that  there  was  a  camp  of  the  enemy  near  Willis* 
church,  on  the  Quaker  road;  but  not  being  able  to  obtain  any  reliable 
information  of  their  movements,  I  determined  to  drive  back  their 
cavalry  force,  which  was  covering  their  movements,  and  proceeded 
to  the  Quaker  road,  and,  on  coming  up  to  the  enemy,  charged  them, 
killing  several  with  sabres,  and  driving  them* to  their  main  camp. 
Number  killed  not  accurately  ascertained,  *s  I  was  compelled  afcor- 
wards  to  retreat  from  their  main  camp,  rthieh  I  found  to  be  their 
main  army,  or  a  division  covering  its  movements, 

Their  camp  was  in  a  very'thick  place,  and,  in  the  pursuit,  1  was  in  a 
few  yards  of  it  before  1  ascertained  the  place. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  very  heavy,  and  I  regret  to  report  the 
IOFS  of  Major  Grumpier,  severely  wounded,  since  dead;  Lieutenant 
Gaines,  adjutant,  wounded ;  eleven  privates  and  noncommissioned 
officers  wounded,  and  brought  off.  One  ^private,  third  Virginia  regi 
ment,  severely  wounded.  Captain  Rufrin,  Lieutenant  Suields,  and 
forty-six  non  commissioned  officers  missing,  being  wounded,  killed, 
and  thrown  fiom  tlveir  horses. 

All  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the  greatest  coolness  and 
bravery.'  I  saw  every  officer  and  man  doing  his  duty  promptly  and 
well. 

On  Monday,  the  cavolry  was  kept  on  the  right  to  ascertain  the  po 
sition  of  the  enemy,  and  follow  any  success. 

On  Tuesday,  was  ordered  on  the  left  of  General  Jackson,  and 
afterwards  in  scouring  the  country  for  prisoners;  bat  nothing  to  re 
port. 

On  Wednesday,  I  joined  General  Stuart,  and  my  regiment  accom 
panied  him  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.     Since  then,  they  have  been  on 
picket  duty,  in  front  of  the  enemy  during  the  whole  time,  with  an  oc 
casional  skirmish  incident  to  such  dervice,  but  of  no  importance. 
I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect, 

T.  S.  BOWER,  Lieutenant  Colonel. 
27 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  GOODE. 

WHITE  HOUSE,  July  15, 

Brigadier  General  J.  E.  B.  STUART, 

Commanding  Cavalry  ' 

GENERAL:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  1 3th  instant,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  'the  operations  of  my  regi 
ment  from  the  26th  June  to  the  10th  of  July : 

•  On  the  26th  June,  the  regiment  was  on  the  Williarnsbtirg  road,  as 
a  reserve.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th,  in  compliance  with  an 
order  from  General  Lee,  I  moved  down  %on  the^Darbytown  road,  to 
reconn-oftre  the  position  of  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  White  Oak 
Swamp.  A  portion  of  the  regiment  being  left  along  the  enemy's  lines,, 
to  observe  bis  movements,  the  remainder  returned  that 'day  to  camp. 
On  Saturday  evening,  (the  28th,)  I  \vas  ordered,  with  my  command, 
to  join  Colonel  Baker,  of  the  first  North  Carolina  cavalry,  who  waa 
under  orders  to  reconnoitre  the  position  of  the  enemy  on  the  Charles 
City  road,  in  the  vicinity  of  White  Oak  Swamp,  and,  if » possible,  to 
penetrate  his  lines.  In  the  execution  of  this  older,  I  moved, down 
upon  the  Charles  City  road  on  Saturday  night. 

Early,  on  Sunday  morning,  (29th,)  I  moved  off,  with  Colonel  Baker, 
in  the  direction  of  tke  'Long  Bridge.  As  we  approached  Willis* 
church,  we  came  upon  and  charged  a  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry. 
Following  them  a  short  distance,  we  were  opened  upon  by  several 
pieces  of  artillery,  when  we  found  ours.elves  in  an  ambuscade  of  ar 
tillery,  infantry  and  cavalry.  My  regiment  had  one  man  severely 
(supposed  to  be  mortally)  wounded,  arid  retired  in  good  order.  That 
.evening,  I  returned  to  n:y  encampment,  and,  a  few  hours  afterwards, 
in  compliance  with  an  order  from  General  Lee,  moved  down. on  the 
Darbytown  road,  reporting  to  Major  General  Lonstreet.  In  com-* 
pliance  with  his  order,  early  on  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  30th,  I 
reported  to  Colonel  Jenkins,  commanding  General  Anderson's  brig 
ade,  and  moved  down  as  his  advanced  guard,  until  he  came  upon  the 
enemy,  on  the  Charles'  City  and  Quaker  roads.  Seme  time  after  the 
fight  commenced,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Longstreet  to  a  position 
a  short  distance  in  the  rear,  which  I  maintained  during  that  day. 

On  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  1st  July,  I  was  ordered  to  move 
.down  the  River  road,  in  the  direction  of  Mai vern  Hill.  After  re 
maining  in  that  vicinity  for  some  hours,  I  was  ordered  under  Colonel 
'  Baker,  first  North  Corolina  cavalry,  to  take  position  on  the  right  and 
rear  of  General  Lee.  After  occupying  that  position  several  hpurs, 
ruy  command  moved  with  Colonel  Baker,  with  a  view  of  getting  to 
the  command  of  General  Jackson,  beyond  the  Quaker  road.  After 
moving  some  miles  in  that  direction,  the  advance  guard  from  my  regi 
ment,  thrown  out  by  Colonel  Baker,  reported  that  both  sides  of  the 
road  leading  to  Jackson's  left,  which  road  was  exceedingly  narrow  and 
thickly  wooded  on  either  side,  was  occupied  in  force  by  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters,  it  was  deemed  impracticable  to  make  the  connection 
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with  Jackson's  command,  and  we  encamped  that  night  at  (jatewood's 
farm. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  3d  July,  my  regiment 
was  ordered  by  yourself  to  move  down  by  way  of  Nance's  shop  and 
Forge  Bridge,  to  Talleysville,  and  return  byway  of  Bottom's  Bridge; 
the  execution  of  which  order  occupied  Wednesday,  tlie  2d  and  Thurs 
day,  the  3d  July. 

On  the  4th  July,  I  remained  in  camp,  and  the  5th  reported  my 
command  to  you  at  Salem  church,  in  Charles  City  county,  and  on  the 
next  day, 1 6th,  in  compliance  with  your  order,  moved  to  this  place, 
whei'e  I  remained  until  the  10th  instant;  when,  in  obedience  to  an  or 
der  from  Ge'neral  Lee,  I  moved  with  my  command  in  the  direction  of 
Norman's  ferry,  with  a  view  of  intercepting  a  party  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  reported  .to  be  crossing  the  Mattapony  at  Walkerton.  Learn 
ing,  however,  that  night,  from  Dr.  Walker,  who  had  conveyed  to  Gen 
eral  Lee  the  intelligence  of  this  supposed  move  of  the  enemy,  that  he 
and  retired  in  the  direction  of,  and  most  probably  to,  Gloucester 
Point,  I  returned,  on  the  next  day,  to  this  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  since  forwarding  to  you  an  inven 
tory  of  the  Government  property  at  this  place,  a  few  days  since,  a 
large  wagon  train  has  been  sent  down,  which  carried  off  everything 
of  value.  There  is  nothing  of  any  value  or  consequence  remaining, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  decision  whether  the  men  over 
thirty-five,  who  have  not  re-enlisted,  are  entitled  to  a  discharge  to- 
morrow,  the  10th? 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  F,  GOODE, 

Colonel  commanding. 


' 


KEPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  MARTIN. 

CAMP  TOTTOPOTOMY,  July  20,  1862, 

'Captain  NORMAN  R.  FITZHUGH, 

A.  A.  General,  Commanding  Brigade  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  services  rendered  by  my 
command,  in  the  recent  battles  and  skirmishes  near  Richmond,  from 
the  25th  ultimo  to  the  Gth  instant: 

The  force  under  my  command  consisted  of  the  fourth  Virginia 
cavalry,  Captain  Chamberlain  commanding,  and  the  Jeff  Davis  legion 
of  cavalry.  On  the  2oth  ultimo,  I  had  a  line  of  pickets  from  Wood- 
ring's  f-hop,  on  the  Ashland  road,  along  that  road  to  Ashland,  and  thence 
towards  Hanover  Court-House  to  the  residence  of  Colonel  Wickham. 
On  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  after  General  Jackson's  advance  guard 
had  reached  the  neighborhood  of  Ashland,  a  company  of  the  eighth 
Illinois  cavalry  drove  in  my  videttes  from  the  point  where  the  Ashcake 
road  crossed  the  Telegraph  road.  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Smith,  of  the 
Black  Horse  cavalry,  fourth  Virginia,  with  seventeen  men,  to  drive 
the  enemy  back.  He  charged  at  once,  and  the  enemy  fled,  leaving  two 
horses  dead  on  the  road,  carrying  off  one  man  killed  and  one  wounded 
in  the  charge.  Lieutenant  Smith  had  two  men  wounded,  private 
Crump,  aim  broken,  and  private  Robertson,  wounded  slightly.  The 
telegraph  wire  which  had  been  cut  was  immediately  restored. 

Thursday,  2*jth  ultimo,  mcved  with  the  cavalry  brigade  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Pale  Green  church,  and  bivouacked.  Friday,  2?th 
ultimo,'  the  brigade  moved  towards  Old  church.  By  command  of  the 
General,  I  sent  forward  to  clear  the  road,  company  F,  (Georgia 
Huzzars,  Captain  Waring,)  of  the  legion.  The  pickets  of  the  enemy 
were  discovered  at  a  point  two  miles  from  Old  church,  and  Lieutenant 
Waldron  and  private  Herwellman  succeed  in  overtaking  two  of  the 
lancers,  and  killed  one  and  wounded  the  other  who  was  subsequently 
captuied.  A  piece  of  the  horse  artillery  was  advanced,  under  Cap 
tain  Pelham,  and  fired  in  the  direction  of  the  church.  Subsequently 
it  was  ascertained  that  the  firing  put  to  flight  one  thousand  or  fifteen 
hundred  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  in  that  vicinity.  My  command  being 
in  front,  the  Jeff  Davis  legion  on  the  right,  the  brigade  advanced  to 
wards  Cold  Harbor.  Captain  Avery,  duiing  the  forenoon,  was 
detached  to  advance  on  a  line  with  the  infantry  skirmishers,  to  the 
left  of  our  line  of  battle,  which  had  been  pushing  forward  since  an 
early  hour  in  the  morning.  About  one  o'clock,  we  reached  the  im 
mediate  vicinity  of  the  battle,  which  was  raging  near  Cold  Harbor. 
My  column  was  advanced  and  placed  in  position  tocharg3  the  infantry 
of  the  enemy  if  it  should  make  any  attempt  to  flank  our  infantry  or 
ehould  break  through  it.  I  left,  by  order  of  the  General,  to  post  a 
equadron  on  picket  on  the  Old  Church  road,  to  our  left,  leaving  Major 
Stone  iu  command. 
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Shortly  before  I  returned,  I  learned  that  a  brisk  cannonade  began  in 
,  front  of  the  column,  and  that  it  was  rapid  and  well  directed.  Private 
C.  Warwick,  company  C,  fourth  Virginfe  regiment,  was  killed  by  a 
shell,  and  Captain  Williams  of  the  same  regiment,-  wounded  in  the  head 
by  a  piece  of  a  shell.  Later  in  the  day,  after  my  return,  the  column 
was  again  exposed  to  a  very  heavy  fire  from  a  battery  of  field  pieces 
in  front,  and  the  command  was  moved  out  of  range  -and  formed  suffi 
ciently  near  to  charge,  in  the  event  of  its  services  being  needed. 
About  dark  all  firing  ceased,  the'  enemy  moved  off  tho  field.  After 
dark  my  command  accompanied  the  General,  with  the  seventeenth  Vir 
ginia  cavalry  and  Cobb's  legion  (cavulry)  in  pursuit  towards  Dispatch 
Station.  Nothing  was  seen  of  the  enemy,  and  we  returned  and 
bivouacked  near  the  battle  field. 

Saturday,  28th  ultimo,  at  an  early  hour,  my  command,  in  obedience 
to  orders,  reconnoitred  the  country  around  Old  church  towards  the 
New  Market  road,  and  discovered  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  had,  during 
the  previous  afternoon,  retired  towards  the  White  House.  I  joined 
the  brigade  at  L»ispatch  Station,  and  moved  with  it  the  same  afternoon 
to  the  vicinity  of  Tunstall  Station.  Here  the  artillery  of  the  brigade 
drove  back  a  squadron  of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  We  bivouacked  at 
this  point,  and  next  day  advanced  to  the  White  House.  Captain 
Avery,  second  legion  and  Lieutenant  Murry,  fourth  cavalry,  with 
three  companies,  were  dismounted,  and  with  two  pieces  of  the  horse 
artillery,  sent  forward  to  engage  a  large  gunboat  lying  off  the  White 
House.  The  boat  was  compelled  to  retire,  and  the  brigade  took  pos 
session  of  the  place,  with  the  large  and  valuable  stores  abandoned  by 
the  enemy  in  his  precipitate  flight. 

The  preceding  night  large  tires  were  seen  in  the  direction  of  the 
White  House.  This  place  was  now  a  scene  of  desolation.  The  house 
was  wantonly  burned,  with  its  contents,  many  of  the  shade  trees  were 
felled,  and  all  of  the  fencing  had  disappeared.  This  once  beautiful 
estate,  made  more  interesting  by  associations  connected  with  the  great 
leader  of  the  first  revolution,  George  Washington,  now  utterly 
despoiled,  forcibly  reminded  us  that  we  were  contending  against  a  foe 
respecting  nothing,  sparing  nothing. 

Scattered  over  the  fields  were  abandoned  wagons  and  ambulances, 
mules,  tents,  commissary  and  quaiterinasters'  stores.  Hundreds  of 
bonfires  had  been  made  by  the  enemy  of  whateyr  was  combustible. 
Still  an  immense  amount  of  property  was  .left  uninjured.  My  com 
mand  was  supplied  with  abundant  rations  for  three  days,  and  the  horses 
with  forage  from  the  enemy's  supplies. 

Monday,  3()th  June,  my  command  with  Pelham's  artillery  now 
moved  towards  the  Forge  bridge,  encountering  a  few  of  the  enemy's 
skirmishers.  It  was  discovered  as  the  bridge  was  approached,  that  the 
-enemy  already  held  the  position  with  infantry,  cavalry  and  artillery. 
Captain  Pelham  was  advanced  with  two  of  his  pieces  to  a  point  within 
four  hundred  yards  of  the  bridge  and  opened  with  his  pieces,  (howitzers.) 
He  was  replied  to  by  two  rifled  pieces  ;  but  soon  silenced  them,  and 
they  withdrew  to  the  hills  beyond  the  river.  A  reconnoitering  force 
was  crosssd  over  tho  river  to  examine  the  position  assumed  by  the 
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enemy,  and  was  charged  upon  by  cavalry  in  the  afternoon.  In  order 
to  clear  the  road  of  the  cavalry,  Captain  Pelham  was  ordered,  with 
two  twelve-pounder  howitzfc-s,  to  take  position  on  the  bridge  and  shell 
the  road.  Just  as-he  unlimbered,  the  enemy  opened  upon  him  with 
two  rifled  pieces,  one  only  four  hundred  ^ards  distant.  As  this 
gun  had  been  turned  upon  the  road  occupied  by  the  pieces  of  Captain 
Pelham,  its  fire- was  very  accurate  and  rapid,  yet  in  fifteen  minutes 
the  enemv  was  driven  away,  with  a  loss  of  two  men,  and  two  horses 
killed  and  seveYol  wounded.  The  force  of  the  enemy  had  been  sent 
to  repair  the  bridges,  and  had  begun  work  when  we  attacked  them. 
As  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  the  enemy  had  one  regiment  of  infantry 
a  squadron  of  cavalry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  in  the  forenoon,  and 
this  force  was  increased  towards  the  afternoon. 

During  tho  following  night  and  forenoon,  two  squadrons  of  the 
brigade  were  on  picket  above  and  below  the'Forge  Bridge. 

Tuesday,  1st  July,  early  in  the  morning,  an  ineffectual  attempt  was 
made,  at  the  ford  above  the  Forge  Bridge,  to  drive  the  pickets  from 
their  post.  Private  Robertson,  of  company  D,  Jeff  Davis  legion, 
posted  as  vidette,  encountered  four  privates  of  a  New  York  regimont, 
killed  one  and  compelled  the  other  three  to  surrender.  After  this, 
the"  enemy  retired  and  was  not  seen  till  next  day.  This  command 
moved  with  the  brigade  to  the  farm  of  — - —  Reck,  five  or  six  miles 
from  Haxall's  landing,  where  it  bivouacked. 

Wednesday,  July  2nd,  a  drenching  rain  fell  during  .the  morning. 
A  squadron  from  the  command,  composed  of  the  Boykin  Rangers, 
Jeff  Davis  legion,  Lieutenant  Chestnut  commanding,  and  the  Black 
Horse  company,  fourth  Virginia  cavalry.  Lieutenant  Smith,  was 
posted  on  picket,  on  a  road  leading  towards  West-over.  Lieutenant 
Chestnut,  with  ten  men  in  advance,  supported  by  thirty  of  the  re 
serve,  now  charged  upon  a  squadron  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  posted 
in  the  road,  and  compelled  it  to  fall  back,  with  the  loss  of  one  man 
killed  and  one  horse  captured. 

One  piece  from  Stuart's  horse  artillery,  a  twelve-pounder  howitzer, 
Lieutecant  Shaw  commanding,  had  been  ordered  to  report  to  me.  I 
advanced  on  the' road  leading  to  Haxall's  landing.  This  road  leads  at 
right  angles  to  the  River  road,  at  an  elevated  point  nearh  opposite  the 
landing,  which  is  from  this  point  one-fourth  of  a  mile  distant.  The 
space  between  this  y> ad  and  the  river  is  an  open  field,  and  the  road 
leading  to  the  landing,  as-  well  as  the  whole  field,  is  within  ea«y 
range  of  the  gunboats  on  the  river.  One  gunboat  was  discovered  at 
the  landing.  The  advance  guard,  twenty-four  guns,  under  Lieutenant 

,  of  Captain    Williams'  company,  fourth  cavalry,  with  'six  oY 

aight  men  from  the  legion,  now  deployed  through  the  woods  to  gather 
prisoners,  directing  their  course  towards  the  landing,  with  instruc 
tions  to  keep  out  of  sight  of  the  boat,  as  far  as  possible.  Accom 
panying  the  advance  guard,  I  proceeded  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Ilaxall's  landing,  and,  having  found  that  the  Monitor  and  Galena 
were  in  front  of  the  house,  about  two  hundred  yards  distant,  suspect 
ing  that  I  might  find  some  of  the  enemy,  lurking  about  the  overseer's 
house,  immediately  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  *with  private  Volney 


Metcalf,  of  company  A-,  Georgia  legion,  I.  succeeded  in  getting  to  the 
rear  of  the  house,  about  sixty  yards  from  the   Monitor  and    Galena, 
and  captured  three  prisoners,  with  arms,  one  being  a  sailor  from  the 
Monitor.     Our  character  seeming  to  he  undiscovered  by  the  gunboats, 
I  ordered  five  of  my-tutm,  ajid  as  many  prisoners,  iuto  the  field,  near 
the  river  bank,  to  drive  away  some  twenty-five   or  thirty  mules  there 
feeding,  some  with  harness  oft.      As  my  men  had  Yankee  overcoats 
and  caps  on,  and  were  assisted  by  Yankees,  I  was  permitted   to  move 
off  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  and  guns  and  the  mules  to  a 
place  of  security..    In  the  meantime,  the  main  column  had  been 'ad 
vanced  on  the  River  -roaM,  towards  Shirley,  within  two  hundred  yards 
of  the  point  at  which  the  road  turns    abruptly  to  the  left.     In  the 
angle  thus  formed  are  thick  vroods,  and  from   thosj  sho'ts  were  fired 
at  the  head  of  the  column,  slowly  retiring.      Ordering  in  Captain 
Avery's  company  as  sharpshooter's,  dismounted,  I  again   advanced; 
but  halted  the  column  when  I  found  that  our  sharpshooters  were  out 
numbered.     Suspecting  that  the  enemy  were  in  ambush,  I  ordered  the 
howitzer  to  the  front,  and,  in  the  meantime,  discovered  a  regiment  of 
infantry  behind  a  line  of  bushes,  beyond  the  turn  of  the  road  and  on 
the  right.     Upon  elevated  ground,  masking  the  guns.  I  was   enabled 
to  open  fire  unexpectedly  upon  the  regiment,  which  proved  to  be  the 
forty-second  New  York;  or  Tammany  regiment,  one  of  the  best,  it,  IB 
said,  in  the  service  of  tiie   enemy.     This   force   was   soon   driven  in 
confusion  and  rapidly  towards  Berkeley.     Our   skirmishers  had  cap 
tured  three  prisoners  of  the  enemy    and    killed   them.     Pursuit  was 
made  as  rapidly  as.  the  skirmishers  could  proceed  through  the  woods. 
The  Tammany  regiment  was,  however,  too   fleet  for  us,  and  reached 
the  main  body  of  McClellaa's  army  at  Berkeley  before  we  reached  it. 
I  was  checked  in  pursuit  by  finding  a  brigade  in  line  of  battle  across 
the  i;oad,  and  a  gunboat  getting  into  position.     1  had  only  six  rounds 
•of  ammunition  left  for  the  howitzers,  and  three  hundred  men.     Many 
wagons,  ambulances  and  stores  destroyed,  and  wounded  left  at  Hax- 
all's,  disclosed  the  confusion  which  must  have  prevailed  in  the  retreat 
ing  army.     Privates  Volney  Metcalf  and  William  Barnard  of  company 
A,   of   the   legion,   deserve   especial    notice    for    their    boldness- and 
activity  at  the  landing.     We   returned   at  night   to   our  bivouack  at 
Rock's.     Thursday,  July  3rd,  moved  with   the  brigade  to   Phillips', 
on  the  road  to  Westover,  and  while  the  horse   artillery   was  shelling 
the  woods,  I  was  ordered  to  reconnoitre  to  the  left,  and  to  advance  to 
a  point  opposite  the  mouth  of  'Herring  creek,  a  place- called  Dr.  WiU 
cox's.     1  reached  this  point  aijd  observed  that  the  enemy  was  massed 
above  the  mouth  of  the  creek.     A  large  fleet  of  sail  vessels,  sixty  or 
seventy  in  number,  were  dropping  down  the   stream.     Several   ocean 
steamers  followed  them,  and  .great  activity  prevailed   on  the  river. 
Six  or  seven  gunboats   were  discovered.     One  of  them   opened   upon 
us  with  tolerable  precision.     I  moved  the   command  out  of  range  and 
reported  the  facts. 

•Friday,  July  4th,  my  command  'was  on  picket  during  the  day,  on 
the  left  of  the  infantry,  and  occasionally  skirmished  with  the  en- 
«.my.  Captain,  Richardson's  .company,  (B,)  of  the  legion,  was 
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deployed  as  skirmishers  ia  the  woods  near  Evelington  heights,  and 
succeeded  in  killing  three  hundred  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers.  With 
Captain  Strothers  company,  I  again  visited  Dr.  Wilcox's,  first  driv 
ing  off  a  company  of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  We  killed  one  horse 
and  wounded  one  man.  I  was  compelled  by  &  large  infantry  force 
to  return  to  my  line  of  pickets. 

Saturday,  July  5th,  was  spent  in  our  bivouac. 

Sunday,  July  6th,  I  was  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  fourth 
Virginia  cavalry,  and  started  on  my  return  to  Richmond,  reaching 
camp  next  day  with  the  legion.  Lieutenant  Fisher,  company  B,  with 
fourteen  men  of  the  legion,  on  his  way  from  camp  to  join  the  legion, 
then  on  the  Chickahominy,  assi-ted  by  Lieutenant  Yager  and  three 
privates  of  the  fourth  Virginia  cavalry,  captured  a  company  of  the 
Buck  tail  regiment,  consisting  of  the  captain,  one  lieutenant  and  fifty- 
one  non-commissioned  officers  and  men.  Among  the  officers  of  my 
command,  during  the  eventful  period  of  time  covered  by  this  report, 
I  would  mention  Major  Stone,  Captains  Avery  and  Waring,  and 
Lieutenants  Waldham,  Chestnut  and  Moseley  of  the  legion;  Cap 
tains  Chamberlain  and  Strother,  and  Lieutenants  Merchant,  Smith 
and  Payne,  .of  the  fourth  Virginia  cavalry;  Captain  Pelham  ami 
Lieutenant  Shaw,  of  the  horse  artillery.  It  is  hard  and  difficult  to 
make  a  distinction,  where  officers  and  men  vie  with  each  other  in  the 
performance  of  their  duty. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  L.   MARTIN, 

Colonel  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  ROBINS. 


.HEADQUARTERS   NINTH  REGIMENT  VIRGINIA  CAVALRY,  J 

Camp   Gary.  \ 

To  Captain  NORMAN  FITZHUGH,  A.  A.  General :  t* 

CAPTAIN  :  In  pursuance  of  orders  from  yourself,  I  proceeded,  on 
the  morning  of  the  22d  of  July,  with  a  detail  of  ninety  men  and 
three  commissioned  officers,  from  the  third,  fourth,  fifth  and  ninth 
regiments  Virginia  cavalry,  to 'march  through  the  counties  of  King 
William,  King  and  Queen,  and  Gloucester,  to  Gloucester  Point. 

The  object  of  the  scout  was  the  arresting  and  bringing  to  the  Lead- 
quarters  of  the  General  commanding  cavalry  brigade,  all  deserters 
and  disloyal  citizens,  whom  I  might  find  in  those  counties.  When  I 
arrived  in  King  and  Queen  county,  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the 
enemy  had  landed  troops  consisting  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  at  Glou 
cester  Point,  from  Yorktown  on  the  opposite  shore,  Not  being  entirely 
satisfied  of  the  correctness  of  the  report,  and  being  determined  to 
find  out  for  myself,  I  did  not  discontinue  the  march,  but  proceeded  to 
Glouceste'r  Point,  having  thrown  forward  a  reliable  scout,  in  order  to 
ascertain  certainly  if  the  enemy  was  really  at  the  point,  and  in  what 
force.  At  Plain  View,  my  scouts  returned  with  the  information  that 
the  enemy  had  only  spent  a  short  time  in  Gloucester,  and  had  again 
embarked  and  gone  back  to  York.  Having  «gain  resumed  the  line  of 
march,  I  advanced  th^  main  column  to  a  point  about  four  miles  from 
Gloucester  Point,  and  sent  forward  a  small  party  and  established  my 
pickets  at  the  point,  in  full  sight  of  the  enemy  at  York  and  his  gun 
boats  in  the  river,  in  order  that  I  might  watch  him  closely  to  prevent 
his  either  landing  in  front  or  sending  troops  up  the  river  to  cut  off 
my  retreat. 

I  found  in  the  river,  in  the  vicinity  of  Yorktown,  two  gunboats  and 
a  large  transport.  I  sent  a  party  to  burn  the  huts  at  Gloucester 
Point,  and  also  th'e  wharf  at  that  place,  in  order  to  prevent  the  land 
ing  of  cavalry  with  facility.  The  enemy  had  frequently  crossed  the 
river  with  cavalry  and  had  harassed  the  citizens  of  Gloucester  and 
King,  and  Queen  in  predatory  excursions.  I  succeeded  in  committing 
to  the  flames  the  huts,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  a  gunboat  lying 
in  the  stream,  which  did  not  cease  to  shell  the  party  during  the  ac 
complishment  of  the  work,  with  no  casualty  to  us,  as  I  am  happy  to 
inform  you.  The  men  having  been  accustomed  to  gunboats  at  tho 
Wrhite  House  and  other  points,  did  not  seem  to  be  at  all  disturbed  by 
the  large  shells  that'  were  thrown  far  over  their  heads,  shrieking 
and  crashing  through  the  woods  beyond.  '  I  did  not  succeed  in  burn 
ing  the  wharf,  as  the  gunboat,  finding  out  my  intention,  took  up  a 
position  abojut  fifty  yards  from  it,-and  from  which  she  could  sweep  it 
with  gra'pe  and  canister. 

I  then  withdrew  the  column  to  Gloucester  Court-Rouse,  leaving  a 
picket  at  the  point,  and  remained  at  the  former  pla-ce  in  order  that  I 


426 

might  he  able  to  continue  the  arresting  of  desert<jrs  and  disloyal  per- 
0ons,  which  1  had  commenced  immediately  upon  arriving  in  the 
county.  I  succeeded  in  arresting  eighteen  deserters,  three  disloyal 
citizens,  and  three  free  negroes,  charged  with  ferrying  over  to  the 
enemy  runaway  slaves,  and  also  arrested  and  brought  up  two  con 
scripts.  Having  .done  all  that  1  could  at  thfe  time, 'I  took  up  the  line 
of  march  "on  my  return  on  the  56th  of  July.  Marching  by  easy 
stages,  and*,  lying  over  one  day  at  Walkerton,  in  King  and  Queen 
county,  for  the  purpose  of  resting  the  horses,  I  arrived  a,nd-reported 
to  you  on  the  30th  of  July. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  add  that  the  hospitality  of  the  citizens 
all  along  the  roatl  wars  unprecedented.  There  are  in  those  counties 
large  quantities  of  grain  and  beef,  long  forage  and  bacon.  The  citi 
zens  of  those  counties  urged  me  to  re-present  to  the  General  com-- 
minding  the  cavalry  the  •  necessity  of  keeping  a  small  cavalry  force 
inth*e  vicinity  of  Gloucester  Point,  say  one  squadron,  which  would 
be  subsisted  (both  men  and  horses)  without  expense  to  the  Govern 
ment,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  road  leading  to  Richmond.  li 
this  were  done,  large  quantities  of  beef,  mutton,  bacon  and  such 
things  as  are  necessary  for  the  sick  and  wounded,  would  be  sent 
to  the  latter  place.  This  force  would  keep  open  the  road  to  Rich 
mond  leading  from  the  counties  of  King  and  Queen,  Essex,  Middle 
sex,  and  Matthews,  in  all  of  .which  counties  are  large  military  stores. 

While  at  Gloucester  Point  my  picket  reported  a  large  transport 
filled  with  men,  leaving  -the  wharf  at  York.  She  went  out  of  the 
river  and  returned  in  the  course  of  six  or  eight  hours,  light,  and 
when  Lleft  was  loading  with  store?  of  some  &ert, 

The  citizens  in  the  vicinity  of  Gloucester  Point  reported  tome  that 
the  guns  in  the  fort  at  York  had  been  bursted  some  short  time  before. 
The  reports  induced  me  to  believe  that  the  enemy  is  evacuating 
Yorktown. 

I  am,  Captain,  respectfully, 

W.  T.  ROBINS, 
First  Lieutenant  commanding  scout. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  COBB. 

HEADQUARTERS  GEORGIA  LEGION,  July  IT,  1862. 

CAPTAIN  :  In  compliance  with  the  order  of  General  Stuart,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  cavalry  under  my  command 
from  the  26th  June  to  10th  July: 

We  left  our  camp  on  an  hour's  notice,  on  the  evening  of  the  25th 
June,  joining  General  Stuart  upon  the  Brooke  turnpike,  and  contin 
uing  the  march  until  we  met  the  army  of  General  Jackson,  near  Ash 
land,  that  night.  Nothing  special  occurred  with  iny  command  on 
26th. 

On  the  27ih,  near  close  of  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  we  were  or 
dered  forward  into  the  field.  The  position  in  "which  we  were  halted  ex 
posed  my  entire  line  to  the  fire  of  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  which 
lost  no  time  in  opening  upon  us.  Finding  my  men  immediately  within 
the  range,  and  the  shell  striking  under  their  horses  and  exploding 
over  their  heads,  I  promptly  removed  them  under  the  cover  of  the  hill. 
Fortunately,  no  casualty  occurred. 

On  Saturday,  28th,  one  of  my  squadrons,  under  command  of  Major 
Detoriey,  was  in  advance,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Dispatch  Station. 
Finding  it  defended  by  a  cavalry  force,  they  were  promptly  charged 
and  put  to  flight.  On  pursuing .  them  beyond  the  railroad,  another 
company  of  cavalry  were  found  in  line,  who  were  promptly  charged 
and  routed.  The  only. casualties  to  this  squadron  were  a  flesh  wound 
received  in  the  arm  by  Lieut  Early  ;  a  slight  sabre  cut  on  the  head  by 
a  private,  (Walters,)  and  a  slight  wound  to  one  or  two  horses.  Our  suc 
cess  enabled  us  to  cut  the  wires  and  break  the  communication  between 
the  enemy  and  his  base.  While  separated  from  the  main  column,  on 
the  28th,  my  command  captured  three  wagons  and  teams  of  the  enemy, 
and  several'prkoriers,  that  were  sent  to  the  rear. 

On  Sunday,  29th,  I  was  detached  and  ordered  to  proceed  to  Tun- 
stall's  Station,  to  destroy  the  track,  cars,  etc.,  at  that,  point,  which 
was  done.  On  that  evening,  I  rejoined  the  command  at  the  White 
House. 

On  Monday,  30th,  by  order,  I  left  one  squadron  at  the  White 
House,  to  complete  the  work  of  destruction  there,  with  orders  to  pre 
serve  certain  property,  and  send  it  to  Richmond.  '  This  squadron  did 
not  rejoin  me  until  after  the  10th*.  I  continued  with  the, column  un 
til  Thursday,  3d  July,  when  I  was  ordered  by  General  Stuart  to  take 
position  near  Shirley,  on  James  river^  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy. 
This  position  I  occupied  until  the  irth.  '  I  found  the  rear  guard  con 
sisted  of  about  frwo  thousand  infantry,  one  battery  of  artillery,  and 
about  five  hundred  cavah*y.  These  protected  a  wagon  train  of  three 
or  four  hundred  wagons.  With  the  assistance  of  a  few  guns  and  two 
regiments  of  infantry,  I  think -I  could  have  captured  this  train  and 
its  guard,  and  I  applied  accordingly,  to  General  Lee  and  General 
Stuart.  They  were  not  furnished,  doubtless  for  good  reasons,  until 
General  A-.  P.  Hill  arrived,  on  the  6th  I  believe,  at  which  time  the 
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entire  train  and  guard  Jiad   crossed   the   creek,  and  joined  the  main 
army. 

My  scoots  brought  in  numerous  prisoners,  who  were  sent  to  the 
rear,  and  my  command  collected  a  large  number  of  small  arms,  and 
other  stores  which  wore  secured. 

The  casualties  in  my  command  were  : 

Company  A — Private  Ilillens,  killed,  first  squadron,  at  Cold  Har 
bor.  Lieutenant  Early,  wounded,  third  squadron,  at  Dispatch  Sta 
tion.  Private  \Valters  third  squadron,  at  Dispatch  Station.  Missing, 
private  Burr, .fourth  squadron,  taken  prisoner  at  Shirley. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  R.  R.  COBB, 
Colonel,  commanding  Georgia  Legion. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  McGOWAN. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTEENTH  REGIMENT  SOUTH  CAROLINA  VOLS.,  > 
Near  Richmond,  Fa.,  July  10,  1362.       $ 

Captain  L.  C.  HASKELL,  A.  D.  C.: 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have*  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  fourteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers,  un 
der  my  command,  in  the  late  battles  around  Richmond  : 

On  Wednesday,  the  25th  of  June,  the  brigade  was  encamped  at 
Smith's  farm,  on  the  Chickahominy,  and  my  regiment  went  on  picket 
duty  that  morning.  During  the  day,  all  the  brigade,  except  my  regi 
ment,  was  ordered  to  move  up  the  river,  towards  Meadow  Bridge.  f 
was  informed  that  other  troops  would  relieve  me  on  picket  during 
Wednesday  night,  and,  in  that  case,  I  was  to  follow  and  join  the  brig 
ade.  ,  It  turned  out,  however,  we  were  not  relieved.  The  regiment 
remained  ompicket  all  the  night,  next  day,  and  the  next  night,  being 
two  days  without  rest  or  sleep. 

About  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  Friday,  we  could  discover,  from  our 
picket  post  on  the  hills,  that  the  enemy  was  retreating,  and  our 
friends  pursuing  them  down  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Chickahorniny. 
As  soon  as  the  enemy  had  cleared  our  front,  I  sent  two  companies 
(Captains  Wood  and  Taggart)  down  to  the  river  to  communicate,  if 
possible,  with  General  Gregg.  They  there  found  Captain  Harry- 
Hammond,  of  the  General's  staff,  who,  not  being  able  to  get  his  horse- 
across  the  river,  came  on  foot  to  the  regiment,  delivered  an  order  for 
us  to  join  the  brigade,  and  guided  us  on  the  march.  .We  had  great 
difficulty  in  crossing  the  river,  as  the  enemy  had  torn  up  and  burnt 
the  bridge  (the  uppper  new  bridge)  the  night  before.  .  We  succeeded, 
however,  in  repairing  it,  so  that  the  regiment  crossed  and  moved  on, 
under  a  constant  fire  of  shells  from  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  Tho 
amtffelance  and  surgeon's  wagon  had,  however,  to  make  the  circuit  by 
Mechanicsville,  and  arrived  about  the  time  the  battle  began.  The 
day  was  intensely  hot,  and  the  regiment  being  much  fatigued,  Captain 
Hammond  led  us  to  a  point  near  where  the  brigade  was  engaged,  on 
the  extreme  right  of  the  enemy,  and  halted  us,  to  rest  for  a  few  mo 
ments,  whilst  he  went  forward  to  see  the  General.  At  this  moment 
the  battle  opened  with  great  fury,  and,  exhausted  as  we  were,  wo 
were  at  once  ordered  forward.  By  the  direction  of  the  General,  and 
under  his  own  eye,  I  formed  line  of  battle  in  the  rear  of  Crenshaw's 
battery,  (which  ceased  firing  for  a  moment  to  allow  us  to  pass,)  and 
charged,  at  the  double-quick,  down  the  hill,  between  the  guns,  straight 
towards  the  heavy  firing  in  the  front.  I  was  informed  by  the  Gen 
eral  I  would  find  the  regiments  of  Colonels  Edwards  and  Barns  in 
the  skirt  of  woods  bordering  the  field  occupied  by  the  enemy.  As 
'  soon,  therefore,  as  we  had  crossed  the  boggy  ravine  in  the  woods,  and 
commenced  to  ascend  the  hill  beyond,  I  halted  the  regiment,  and  sent 
out,  in  every  .direction,  to  find  the  regiments  indicated,  The  thicket 
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wis  very  dense,  and  for  the  fear  of  firing  into  friends,  I  went  forward 
myself  to  the  edge  of  the  field  held  by  the  enemy,  calling  aloud  for 
the  friends  who  were  supposed  to  be  there.  I  soon  found  that  no 
friends  were  in  front  of  us,  for  the  enemy  had  retaken  possession  of 
the  field,  and  were  in  the  act  of  establishing  a  battery  .at  the  edge  of 
the  woods  near  where  my  regiment  stoftd.  Seeing  the  enemy  in 
front,  and  hearing  nothing  of  our  friends,  I  ordered  the  fourteenth  to 
advance  alone,  through  the  woods  to  the  fence,  to  drive  the  enemy 
back  and  hold  that  position,  which  was  promptly  and  gallantly  done. 
For  a  long  time  we  held  this  position,  without  any  assistance  what 
ever.  During  this  period,  the  enemy  once  made  an  effort  to  turn  our 
left  flank,  but  was  repulsed  by  the  left  companies,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Simpson.  -The  left  wing  of  the  regiment  was  then  advanced 
over  the  fence"  and  through  the  pine  thicket,  making  nearly  a  right 
algle  with  the  right  wing,  but  it  was  soon  drawn  back  to  its  original 
position.  At  length  a  North  Carolina  regiment  came  up  on  our  right, 
and  a  Georgia  regiment  on  our  left.  Endeavoring  to  act  in  concert 
with  these,  we  made  a  charge  on  the  batteries  in  front  of  us,J>ut 
finding  the  distance  so  much  greater  than  was  expected,  nn  an  open 
field,  under  a  terrific  cross  firo  of  musketry,  grape  shot  and  canister, 
the  men,  after  having  gone  over  half  the  distance,  were  compelled  to 
lie  down,  and  were  soon  after  ordered  to  retire,  and  occupy  their 
former  position. 

In  thjs  charge  I  received  a  severe  bruise  on  my  right  side,  from  a 
grape  shot,  which,  for  a  short  time,  disabled  me.  "VVe  never  yielded, 
for  an  instant,  our  original  position.  We  held  it,  except  when  charg 
ing,  all  the  afternoon.  We  held  it  at  the  time  the  batteries  were 
finally  carried,  late  in  the  evening;  and,  after  the  struggle  was  over, 
fell  upon  the  ground,  entirely  exhausted,  and  slept  there,  surrounded 
by  the  dead  and  dying. 

I  grieve  to  state  that  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded  in  this  battle  is 
large.  Lieutenant  Plunket,  company  II,  was  shot  twice,  and  glori 
ously  died  on  the  field.  Major  Carter,  Captains  Brown,  Taggart  and 
Croft,  Lieutenants  Brunson,  0.  W.  Alli'n,  Stephens,  McCarley,  Dkr- 
rah  and  Carter,  were  wounded,  besides  numy  others  killed  and 
wounded — a  list  of  whom  is  hereto  attached.  "Some  have  since  died. 
The  whole  regiment  acted  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  and  where 
all  did  their  duty,  it  is  impossible  to  discriminate  without  injustice. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Simpson  and  Major  Carter  wore  always  active  in 
preserving  order  and  encouraging  the  men.  Adjutant  R-eedy  was 
also  active,  until  he  wa8  wounded  and  left  the  field.  William  F. 
Nance,  Esq.,  of  Newbury,  happened  to  be  with  the  regiment  when  it 
left  the  picket  station,  (Friday,  at  noon)  and  being  unwilling  to  re 
main  a  mere  spectator  at  such  a  time,  he  voluntarily  accompanied  us, 
and  made  the  charge  of  that  evening  with  the  regiment.  Captain  C. 
H.  Suber,  A.  Q.  M.,  as  directed,  remained  with  the  train,  at  our  camp, 
on  Smith's  farm.  % 

In  regard  to  the  fight  of  Monday  night,  the  General  well  knows 
how  suddenly  we  were  called  upon  to  go  into  it.  We  had  marched 
ull  day  until  late  in  the  evening,  and  soon  after  we  aKrived  in  tbe 
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neighborhood  of  the  fight,  it  was  represented  to  us  that  the  enemy 
was  turning  the  left  of  our  lines.  I  was  directed  to  form  the  four 
teenth,  which  was  the  leading  regiment,  in  line  of  battle  immedi 
ately,  and  to  send  forward,  through  the  thick  undergrowth,  skirmish 
ers  to  feel  the  enemy  and  ascertain  his  position,  i  accordingly  sent 
forward  Captain  West,  who  threw  out  his  men  as. skirmishers,  and 
gallantly  advanced  some  three  hundred  yards  towards  our  left  and 
front.  In  a  few  minutes  he  returned,  stating  he  had  found  General 
Featherston  in  the  undergrowth,  wounded,  who  informed  him  the  en- 
emy's  skirmishers  were  all  around  him — that  he  was  in  danger  of  be 
ing  captured,  and  if  any  Confederate  troops  were  near  at  hand,  they 
should  advance  at  once.  As  soon  as  Captain  West  made-  this  report, 
my  regiment  was  ordered  forward  through  a  perfect  jungle  of  vines 
and  bashes.  We  took  the  direction  indicated  by  ihe  skirmishers,  and 
as  soon  as  we  approached  the  open  ground,  in  which  the  enemy  had 
hastily  thrown  up  a  breastwork,  we  fell  upon 'his  skirmishers,  who, 
upon  our  approach,  scattered  and  fled  in  every  direction.  The  regi 
ment  halted  at  the  edge  of  the  cleared  ground,  and  volley  after  volley 
was  thrown  into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  who  returned  up§n  us  a 
very  hot  and  fatal  fire.  In  this  musketry  fighc,  some  of  my  men 
having  obtained  patent  cartridges,  shot  seventy  times.  At  one  time, 
just  after  dark, -the  belief  seemed  to  take  possession  of  the  enemy,  as 
it  did  of  ourselves,  that  we  were  mutually  fighting  friends,  and  tlie 
firing  ceased  "fora  time  entirely.  During  f  the  cessation  of  fire,  an 
officer  came  over  to  us  and  enquired  who  we  were.  1  demanded  to 
know  to  what  regiment  he  belonged  ?  to  whi<;h  he  replied,  "  the  twen 
tieth  Indiana/'  which  was  in  the  woods  to  our  left  and  front ;  there 
upon  he  was  politely  informed  that  he  was  in  the  midst  of.  the"  four 
teenth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers,  and  at  the  same  time 
ordered  to  the  rear  for  safe  keeping.  A  few  moments  aj"ter  this  in 
terview,  an  officer  of  the  enemy  was  distinctly  heard  to  give  the 
command,  "commence  firing,"  and  immediately  the  whole  ridge  in  our 
front  was  a  sheet  of  flame.  They,  poured  into  the  regiment,  for  a 
short  time,  the  most  destructive  fire.  We,  however,  held  our  ground, 
and  returned  the  fire  until  the  enemy  fled.  The  fourteenth  certainly 
fired  the  last  gun  in  the  battle  of.  Monday.  We  remained  on  the 
ground  until  alt  the  firing  had  ceased,  and  then  joined  the  other  reg 
iments  of  the  brigade.  Once,  during  the  evening,  the  enemy  endeav 
ored  to  turn  our  left  flank,  but  Lieutenant  Colonel  Simpson  directecf 
upon  them  the  fire  of  the  left  companies,  and  with  distinguished  gal 
lantry,  drove  them  back.  If  ^ve  could  have  had  a  regiment  on  our 
left,  we  certainly  would  have  captured  the  twentieth  Indiana  regi 
ment.  In  this  contest,  also,  as  well  as  that  of  Friday,  we  lost  many 
valuable  officers  and  men.  Captains  Owens,  Harper  and  Stuckie  were 
wounded  ;  the  first  tvff,  I  fear,  very  seriously.  Lieutenant  Davis 
.died  gallantly  on  the  field  ;  and  Lieutenants  Watson  and  Miller,  were 
wounded,  besides  many  others  killed  and  wounded,  a  list  of  whom  is 
enclosed.  ' 

Seven  captains  went  into  the  fight*;  six  were  wounded,  leaving  only 
one  for  dutv.'  * 
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ID  the  combat  of  Monday  night,  we  took  about  twenty  prisoners, 
the  nnmes  and  regiments  of  some  of  whom  are  remembered:  Harri 
son  Patrick,  twelfth  Pennsylvania  reserves,  company  (B)  ;.Frederick 
Harvey,  fortieth  New  York,  company  (H) ;  Captain  Reid,  twentieth 
Indiana  regiment,  company  (K,)  and  fifteen  or  sixteen  others,  mostly 
of  the  twentieth  Indiana  regiment.  Having  no  place  to  k«?ep  these 
prisoners,  they  were  turned  over,  by  my  direction,  to  a  mounted  es 
cort  in  charge  of  prisoners. 

As  we  were  going  into  the  charge,  General  Pryor,  /in  rear  of  whose 
brigade  we  passed,)  presented  to  General  Gregg  a  battle-flag,  bearing 
upon  its  folds  the  names  of  "  Williamsburg,"  and  "  Seven  Tines," 
and  belonging  to  St.  Paul's' Louisiana  battery,  which  the  General  en 
trusted  to  the  fourteenth  for  that  occasion.  I  called  uporj  company 
(D,)  the  flag  company,  for  a  flag-bearer,  and  T.  W.  Carmile,  qiyte  a 
youth,  volunteered  to  carry  it,  and  did  carry  it  through  the  fight  with 
great  gallantry.  It  was  struck  by  balls  Jive  times  during  the  contest, 
and  yet  the  bearer  escaped  unhurt.  I  recommend  young  Carmile  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  General,  for  his  distinguished  gal 
lantry.  . 

I  cannot  omit  to  mention,  also,  the  services  of  Lieutenant  James 
Dunlap,  cf  company  (F,)»who,  in  addition  to  his  other  laborious  du 
ties  as  commanding  officer  of  bis  company,  after  his  g&Hant  Captain 
•Owens  had  fallen,  discharged,  aVso,  at  my  request,  the  duties  of  ad 
jutant  of  the  regiment,  ^take  pleasure  in  commending  him  as  a 
most  faithful  and  efficient  officer. 

As  my  adjutant  and  both  orderlies  wer6  shot  down  in  the  first  ac 
tion,  (orderly  White  was  killed,  and  orderly  Harris  seriously,  if  not 
mortally,  wounded,)  I  am  unable  to  to  give  the  exact  number  that 
went  into  the  different  combats.  I  know  that  several  fainted,  and 
raany  broke^down  on  the  'march.  I  judge  that  about  five  hundred 
went  into  the  fight  on  Friday,  and  about  two  hundrtd  into  that  of 
Monday  evening.  It  will  be  seen  that  our  loss  is  more  than  half  the 
number  engaged.  We  lost,  Friday,  eighteen  Killed,  and  one  hun 
dred  and  ninety-seven  wounded  and  missing  ;  and  on  Monday,  eleven 
killed  and  sixty-five  wounded  and  missing — tvtul,  two  hundred  and 
n 'net  y- one. 

Some  of  thost)  reported  as  wounded,  have. since  died.'  I  have  heard 
of  the  deaths  of  Captain  Owens,  Sergeant  Franks,  and  Albert  Boycc, 
and  I  greatly  fear  that  others  have  and  that  many  will  still  die. 

The  honored. and  lamented  dead  have  laid  down  their  lives  in  a 
just  cause — defending  their  country  from  invasion,  and  their  homes 
from  pollution.  They  died  gallantly.  Their  names  will  be  em 
balmed  in  history  as  martyrs  of  liberty,  and  added  to  the  long  roll 
of  Carolina's  heroes. 

I  have  been  greatly  indebted  to  Surgeon  Ilufrt,  and  Assistant  Sur 
geon  Youngblood,  and  their  assistants,  for  their  indefatigable  at 
tention  to  the  numerous  wounded. 

Hoping  that  the  General  will  be  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the 
regiment.  I  g.m.  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

s.  MC'GOWAN;  -coi.  UM  ret  s.  a 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BROCKENBROUGH. 


CAMP  FORTIETH  VIRGINIA  REGIMENT, 
July  24,  1862.         V 

•  CAPTAIN  :  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  nty  report  sir 
the  operations  of  the  fortieth  Virginia  volunteers,  in  the  receut.  b*£- 
tles  around  Richmond : 

On  th£  afternoon  of  the  26di  June,  this  regiment,  being  in  advance, 
was  the  first  *to  cross  the  Chickahoininy  at  Meadow  Bridge.  Ad 
vancing  towards  Mechanicsville,  we  encountered  the  enemy's  pickets, 
at  intervals,  an\}  drove  them  before  us  uatil  we  reached  the  pillage. 
Receiving  orders  at  this  point  to  charge  the  enemy  in  their  strong 
position,  we 'advanced  rapidly  under  a  galling,  and  murderous  cross 
fire  of  their  artillery,  until  within  musket  range  of  them.  Discover 
ing  that  they  occupied  an  entrenched  position,  separated  from  us  by 
an  almost  impassable  swamp,  and  about  one  hundred  yards  distan^, 
we  entered  into  a  severe  engagement,  which  lasted  until  the  retreat  ex 
the  enemy  after  nightfall.  Early  next  morning,  we  were  put  under 
inarch  to  follow  up  the  retreating  foe,  overhauling  them  near  Gained 
Mill,  on  the  evening  of  the  27th.  Here,  again  we  took  part  in  tha-t 
gallant  charge,  which  resulted  in  their  rout  and  the  .complete  success 
of  our  arms. 

On  Sunday,  the  29th,  we  recrossed  the  Chickahominy  and  marchedl 
down  to  Frazier's  farm,  the  scene  of  Monday's  battle.  Here,  before 
our  division  was  ordered  into  the  engagement,  I  was  directed  to  (Jfploy 
my  regiment  as  skirmishers  on  the  right  flink  of  the  army,  which 
deprived  us  of  the  privilege  of  entering  into  the  engagement  with  the 
brigade.  Receiving  orders  to  follow  on  and  engage  the  enemy's  right6 
we  proceeded  to  the  position  indicated  and  engaged  (alone)  a  vastly 
superior  force  of  the  enemy.  About  night  arose  a  loud  cheering  oa 
the  enemy's  left,  and  a  cessation  of  firing  in  that  direction,  whick 
induced  us  to  believe  that  the  contest  had  been  decided  Being  io> 
doubt  as  to  the  result,  we  continued  the  engagement.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  enemy,  who  had  been  decieved  by  the  cheering  on  their  lef*i 
and  within  their  lines,  charged  in  force  upon  us.  We  poured  several 
murderous  fires  into  them/whicl^  checked  their  advance,  and  though 
within  twenty  feet  of  us,  caused  them  to  retire  to  their  original  posi 
tion.  Their  loss  at  this  point  was  much  heavier  than  upon  any  othe^ 
portion  of  the  field,  being  at  least  ten  to  one  on  our  side.  This  ended 
the  series  of  battles  in  which  the  fortieth  Virginia  volunteers  wag  en 
gaged.  Both  officers  and  men,  with  few  exceptions,  were  not  at  all 
wanting  in  gallantry  and  good  conduct,  and  for  the  most  part  behaved! 
in  the  most  praiseworthy  manner.  We  sustained  a  loss  of  one  hun 
dred  and  eighty  killed  and  wounded,  being  ab6ut  one-half  of  tk« 
effective  force  of  the  regiment. 

I  respectfully  recommend  the  following  promotions,  viz.  :    Orderly 
Sergeant  T.  D.  Ficklin,  fcs  Firat  Lieutenant,  to  fill  vacancy 
28 
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aioned  by  the  death  of  First  Lieutenant  E.  Brock enbro ugh,  killed  in 
the  engagement  of  the  26th  ;  Sergeant  Mlpr  J.  S.  Seader,  as  Second 
Lieutenant,  to  fill  vacancy  occasioned  by  death  of  Second  Lieutenant 
E.  P.  n.  Sydnor,  in  the  engagement  of  the  SOth.  Orderly  Sergeant 
Ficklin  and  Sergeant  Major  Seader  were  both  wounded  in  the  engage 
ment  of  the  27th,  and  while  they  behaved  gallantly  during  the  battles 
of  the  26th  and*  27th,  their  conduct  was  about  equal  to  and  not  con- 
a^icuoualj  above  that  of  many  others  in  the  same  company.  '  I 
recommend  them  tipon  the  petition  of  a  majority  of  those  over  whom 
they  will  have  command,  and  from  my  confidence,  derived  from  per 
sonal  acquaintance,  in  their  capacity  and  qualifications  to  ^discharge 
afoljr  and  faithfully  the  duties  of  the  omces  for  which  tKey  are  recom 
mended.  • 

^   Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant,       % 

J.  M.  BKOCKENBROUGH, 

Cd.  40th  Va.   Yds. 


• 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL    WILLIAM  SMITH. 


HEADQUARTERS  FORTY-NINTH  VIRGINIA  VOLUNTEERS, 

Second  Brigade,  Hugers  Division,  July  1882. 

GENERAL:  In  consequence  of  the  degree  of  importance  attached  to 
the  battle  of  the  25th  June,  withip  the  lines  (or  front)  of  Brigadier 
General  Wright,  and  of  your  order,  I  respectfully  report  as  follows  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  June,  a  considerable  firing  having  been 
heard  <on  your  left,  or  rather  on  the  right  of  General  -Weight's 
position;  you  ordered  me  to  move  my  regiment,  consisting  of  about 
one  hundred  arid  fifty  rank  a*nd  file,  being  the -number  not  on 'other 
<luty!  Approaching  the  scene  of  Conflict,  you  ordered  me  to  take  a 
position  in  the  woods  to  assist  a  movement  which  you  thought  the  en 
emy  might  make  to  flank  one  of  our  regiments,  the  fourth  Georgia, 
which  had  lain  down  on  the  wheat  near  French's  house,  or  to  flank  the 
enerry,  should  it, at  any  time  prove  judjcious  to  do  so  ILtving  or 
dered  the  forty-first  Virginia  to  support  me,  I  remained  in  my  posi 
tion  for  some  hours,  when,  shortly  before  sunset,  a  large  regiment, 
the  forty-eighth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  Hill,  appeared  upon  the. field, 
in,  line  of  battle,  and  opened  upon  the  enemy  with  spirit  and  effect. 
Just  before  doing  so,  I  received  your  order  to  flank  the  enemy  ;  the 
order  was  promptly  obeyed.  I  was  moving  by  the  left  flank,  and  ordered 
the  forty-first  Virginia,  to  keep  close  to  my  right.  Before,  however, 
my  flank  movement  was  completed,  by  being  within  a  satisfactory  dis 
tance  of  the  enemy,  the  North  Carolinians  broke  and  precipitately 
retired,  the  enemy  pursuing  them.  With  but  a  fragment  ef  %y  own 
regiment,  and  unsupported  by  the  forty-first  Virginia,  which  had  been 
unaccountably  (at  the  time)  detained  in  the  woods,  in  tl^  presence  of 
a  greatly  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  and  without  assurance  of  sup 
port  from  any  quarter,  I  was  in  great  doubt  for  a  moment  as  to  my 
line  o'f  duty.  But  it  was  for  a  moment  only.  I  ordered  my  left-wing 
to  open  .upon  the  enemy,  the  right  having  already  secured  a  most  fa 
vorable  position,  which  was  promptly  obeyed.  The  effect  wasy  magi 
cal.  I  arrested  the  pursuit  of  the  North' Carolinians  instantly.  The 
enemy  broke  in  Dismay,  with  but  little  effort  at  resistance,  and  the 
field  was  soon  my  own.  '  But  for  the  unfortunate  detention  of  the 
forty-first  'Virginia,  we  must  have  realized  much  more  complete  re 
sults.  As  it  was.,  we  recovered  all  the  ground  we  had  lost,  killed  and 
wounded  a  number 'of  the  enemy,  took  a  few  prisoners,  whom  their 
guard  were  ordered  to  report  to. you,  and  closed  the  day  very  differ 
ently  from  what  the  enemy  anticipated  in  the  morning.  I  had  not 
time  to  give  the  field  a  close  examination,  as  It  was  getting  quite  late, 
and  my  time  was. occupied* in  forming  a  new  line  of  battle  of  the  va 
rious  regiments  as  they  came*  up,  to  receive  a  ne%  attack  ='of  the  en 
emy  which  was  expected. 

I  am  glad  to. inform  you  that  my  loss  was  not  heavy.     Lieutenants 
Boyd  and  Colbert  .were   severely   wounded— Lieutenant  Boyd  being 


486 

permanently  disabled — and  six  men  were  wounded,  some  of  them  dan 
gerously. 

WILLIAM  SMITH, 
Colonel  forty -ninth  Virginia  Volunteers. 

N.  B. — I  had  commenced  my  report  before  I  received  your  order  to 
prepare  it,  hence  the  ^character  of  my  first  paragraph. 


• 
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REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT   COLONEL  JAMES. 

FIFTY-SEVENTH  VIRGINIA  VOLUNTEERS,  ) 
July  14,  1862.      J 

Captain  J.  D.  DARDEN,  A.  A.  A.  General : 

Our  regiment  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  along  a  string  of  fence, 
about  nine  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  July,  near  the  battle 
field  of  this  memorable  day.  We  were  ordered  to  lie  down,  to  pre 
vent  being  too  much  exposed  to  the  shell  of  the  enemy  that  was  flying 
over  our  heads  in  every  direction  all  the  time  we  remained  -in  this 
position.  Four  men  were  slightly  wounded  during*  this  part  of  the 
engagement.  The  left  company  of  the  regiment  was  posted  beyond 
a  small  swamp,  from  the  balance  of  the  regiment,  and  were  compelled 
to  move  lo^er  down  during  the  evening,  to  get  out  of  the  range  of 
the  shell,  which,  at  this  time,  began  to  fall  pretty  thick  and  uncom 
fortably  near.  ' 

At  or  about' six  o'clock,  P.  M:,  orders  passed  down  the  lines  for 
our  Feghneht  to  charge  the  enemy's  batteries,  when  the  whole. line 
were  on  their  feet  and  started  off  with  a  defiant  shout,  and  at  a  run, 
through  a  pine  thicket,  which  had  been  literally  torn  to  pieces  by  £he 
artillery  of  the  enemy,  and  a  difficult  pass^down  a  steep  bluff  over  a 
ravine  and  up  a  hill  which  cleared  us  of  the  woodd  and  brought  us  in 
full  view  of  the  enemy  and  in  direct  range  of  their  guns.  Here,  we 
confidently  expected  to  begin  the  engagement,  but  found  the  enemy 
still  a  long  way  off,  and  posted  in  a  very  advantageous  position  ;  but 
on  we  japed,  nothing  daunted,  and  under  partial  cover  of  a  hill;  but 
really  exposed  to  a  galling  fire,  we  were  brought  to  a  halt«and  formed, 
when  our  commsliiding  Colonel,  E.  F.  Keen,  gave  the  word  to  charge, 
and  taking  the  lead  was  followed  in  good  order  and  steady  ranks  to  the 
summit.  Here  we  again  halted,  and  seeing  the  stars  and  stripes  floating 
defiantly  before,  we  poured  in  a  well  directed  fire  and  had  the  extreme 
gratification  of  seeing  the  colors  totter  and  fall  to  the  ground,  while  a 
wide  gap  was  made  around  it,  as  like  wheat  before  the  sickle.  The 
hirelings  wilted  Before  Confederate  fire.  But  a  few  well  directed 
rounds  had  been  fired  when  Captain  J.  J.  Alhew,  company  K,  had  his 
right  arm  nearly  shot  off,  and  Captain  T.  J.  Martin  of  company  F, 
being  instantly  killed  on  the  field,  proved  to  the  regiment  an  unfor 
tunate  affair,  as  these  companies  became  confused,  and  the  color- bearer 
being  stunned  by  a  piece  of  a  shell,  left  the  field  which  tended  to  con 
fuse  the  entire  line,  and  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back,  which  we  did 
in  some  confusion.  An  attempt  was  made  to  rally  the  regiment  to 'a 
second  charge;  but  with  partial  success,  as  it  was  useless  for  a  regi 
ment  or  eve\i  a  brigade  to  charge  against  such .  formidable  odds  as, 
greeted  us.  The  colors  were  again  carried  to  the  summit  of  the  hill; 
but  few  men  were  found  to  rally  a  thiyi  time. under  such  a  fire. 

Individual  instances  of  heroic  conduct  might  be  here  mentioned-  of 
both  officers  and  men,  who  even  followed  other  regiments  to  the  charge 
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again  and  again.  But  enough  of  this.  The  list  already  furnished  will 
speak  more  plainly  than  words  of 'the  part  the  fifty-seventh  Virginia 
volunteers  bore  in  the  battle  of  July  Ut. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  company  C,  Captain  Hechman's  company, 
was  sent  out  on  picket  before  we  were  ordered  to  the  charge,  and*was, 
consequently,  not  in  the  action. 

W.  F.  JAMES, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Fifty -Seventh  Virginia  Volunteers. 


CASUALTIES. 


Captains, 

Lieutenants, 

Sergeants, 

Corporals, 

Privates, 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

1 

1 

0 

3 

0 

,5 

2 

2 

10 

72 

13 


83 


Missing. 


0 

0 

17 

17 


Total. 
2 
3 
5 
4 
99 

113 


>  E.  F.  KEEN, 

Colcnel  Fifty-Seventh  Virginia  Volunteers. 
DANIEL  AMNGTON, 

Acting  Adjutant. 


. 
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REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  tfOLONBE  GILLIAM. 

FRAZIER'S  FARM,  NEAR  RICHMOND,  ) 
July  2nd,   1862.      \ 

Brigadier  General  ARMISTEAD, 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade  : 

SIR  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  ol 
the  ninth  Virginia  regiment  during  the  battle  of  the  l.st  of  July  i . 

On,  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  July,  we  left  the  Charles  City  rosd 
in  pu^uit  of  the  enemy,  and  arrived  about  ten  o'clpck,  A.  M.,  at  this 
farm.  We  were  first  left  to  guard  |he  road,  to  prevent  a  flank  mosf^- 
ment  of  the  enemy,  and  for  two  hours  were  exposed  to  a  most  appai- 
ling  and  incessant  artillery  fire,  and,  notwithstanding  the  .terror  of 
its  rage,  my  officers  and  men  behaved  with  great  coolness  and  gal 
lantry.  About  five  o'clock,  we  were  ordered  to  change  our  position 
and  take  post  in  rear  of  and  to  support  an  artillery  battery;  and,  in 
about  thirty  minutes  after,  we  were  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy's 
battery,  supporting  Cobb's  brigade.  It  is  but  just  to  say  that  no 
regiment  ever  charged  with  more  impetuosity.  On  "  they  went,  with 
utmost  speed,  amidst  the  deadly  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery. 
Having  a  force  to  our  front,  'interfering  with  our  fire,  we,  by  &A 
objjque  to  the  right,  came  within  good  musket  range  of  the  opposing 
Mies  of  the  enemy,  and  poured  in  upon  them  volley  after  volley, 
until  night  closed  the  scene. 

Where  all  behaved  so  well,  the  mention  of  individual  acts  might 
goem  to  be  invidious.  But  justice  demands  that  I  should  call  yo^T 
attention  to  the  acts  of  Captain  J.  T.  Kilby,  company  I,  who,  amidst 
the  fire  of  the  enemy,  seized  a  flag  of  some  regiment  that  had  b.eea 
broken  and  tried  to  rally  its  scattered  remnants  and  bring  thc'js 
against  the  foe,  and,  while  thus  acting;  the  flag- staff  was  shot  from 
hia  hand.  Of  Captain  James  I.  Phillips,  who,  after  our  color-bearer 
was  sht)t  down  and  its  guard  scattered,  preserved  the  colors  of  his 
regiment,  and  saved  it  from  the  dishonor  of  leaving  its  colors  on  the 
field,  and  restored  them,  still  to  wave  in  their  proper4  place.  'Of 
Lieutenant  James. F.  Crocker,  adjutant  of  the  ninth  regiment,  who 
received  several  severe,  if  not  mortal,  wounds  in  bravely  leading  the 
regiment  in  front  of  its  colors  and  encouraging  the  men  by  his  boii 
and  gallant  bearing.  And  I  might,  indeed,  mention  every  officer  on 
the  field  as  having  done  their  duty  nobly,  no't  only  in  this  fight,  bat 
in  all  the  hard  duty  that  we  had  to  undergo  for  the  last  thirty  days. 

In  closing  my  report,  it  is  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  regr.et  .thai 
we  have  to  number  among  the  fallen-  brave 'the  names  of  Cagtda 
Dennis  Verinillion,  company  K;  second  Lieutenant  C.  M.  Do.sier,  cf 
compr.ny  I.  These  brave  an? gallant  officers  fell  bravely  fighting  for 
their  homes  and  firesides,  martyrs  to  vandal  tyranny  ;  but  a  grate-U 
countiy  will  cherish  their  sacrifice  and  preserve  their  memory. 

Below  you  will  please  find  a  duplicate  report  of  th'e   .casualties  cf 
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cay  regiment,  which  you  will  discover  to  be  quite  large,  since  I  car 
ried  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  effective  fighting  men  cm 
the  field.  Believing  that  my  regiment  did  its  duty  faithfully,  I  cher- 
i:>h  the  hope  that  we  shall  receive  your  kind  approval. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yoor  very  obedient  servant, 

JA^IES  S.  GILLIAM, 
Lieutenanl  Colonel  commanding  Ninth   Virginia  Regiment. 


,    .  CASUALTIES. 

Company  B — Killed:  Loyd  W.  Drake.  Wounded;  Sergeant  -J. 
E.  Pressor,  Corporal  J.  Walker,  James  R.  Kello,  B.  Hight,  John  Q. 
Cello,  J.  R;  O'Donald,  J.  D.  Smith..  Missing:  W.  E:  Worneli,  G. 
Trader,  W.  Brown,  J.  Jenkins. 

Company  C — Killed  :  John  T.  Brown.  Wounded  :  First  Sergeant 
I1..  C.  Bfittain,  second  Sergeant  Benjamin  Dyson,  fifth  Sergeant 
Leorick  Wells,  privates  J,  C.  Cook,  L.  P.  Chalkley,  J.  L.  Farmer,  J.t 
M.  Gregory,  G.  C.  Hancock,  Missing:  II.  B  Archer,  W.  R.  Atkins, 
C.  Graves. 

Company  D— Killed:  Bfrivate  R.  D.  Satin-tiers.  Wounded:  Private 
James  H.  Batlin. 

•  Company  E — Wounded :  Sergeant  John  W.   Hack,   first  Corpora1. 
W.  J.  Banadolling.  *^ 

Company  F— Wounded  :  Privates  W.  Gray  and  Bray  Waiter? 
Missing :  Privates  W.  J.  Richardson,  •  Holland,  Edmonds,  and 
Ad*di  s  on. 

Company  G — Killed:  First  Sergeant  William  H.  White.  Wound 
ed:  J.  H.  Grant,  R.  K.  Beaton,  H.  I.  Phillips.  Missing  :  W.  B. 
Beirnett,  T.  Johnson,  W.  J.  Anderson,  James  Fundley. 

Company  I — Killed  :  Junior.  Second  Lieutenant  L.  M.  Doser,  pri 
vates  Lucaters  W.  Jones,  Joseph  Prentiss,  Thomas  Parker. 
Wounded :  Second  Sergeant  II.  B.  Lewer,  privates  J.  T.  Bairie$r 
Nathaniel  Duke,  Mathan  E.  Jones,  Henry  Waltem.  MissiB|r":  Pri 
vates  G.  W.  Barnes,  John  H.  Bidgood,  James  C.  Bidgood,  (was 
wounded,)  Josiah  Cupps,  James  King,  Richard  Quillon. 

Company  K — Killed:  Captain  Dennis  Vermil-lion.  Wounded; 
Private  John  Bennett.  Missing  :  Fiske,  (since  learned  to  be,  mortally 
wounded,)  Richardson. 

Field  and  Staff— 'James  Y.  Crocker,  adjutant,  seriously  wounded 
in  neck,  arm  and  chest. 

JAMES  S.  GILLIAM, 

'Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding  Ninth  Regiment  Fa.  Volunteers, 

' 


REPORT    OF    COLONEL    TOMLIN,  OF  FIFTY-THIRD  VIR 
GINIA. 

. 

JULY,  10th,  1862. 
Captain  J.  D.  DARDEN,  A.  A.  General:  • 

On  the  29th  of  June,  the  fifty-third  regiment,  reduced  in  strength, 
by  sickness  and  death,  to  a  very  small  number,  inarched  from  our 
camp,  on  the  RJchinonct  a"nd  York  River  railroad,  as  a  part  of  Briga 
dier  General  Armistead's  brigade,  in  purs.uitof  the  enemy,  retreating 
from  before  Richmond  .to  the  James  river. 

On  Tuesday,  the  first  day  of  July,  after  lying  in  the  woods  for 
some  time,  we  marched  in  line  of  battle  through  the  woods  to.  the 
edge  of  the  field  on  Crew's  farm.  "After  receiving  several  orders  from* 
General  Armis'tead,  through  his  aid,  I  waited  upon  him  in  person, 
and  wa?  instructed  by  him  to  throw  forward  into  che  field,  to  the  dis 
tance  of  fifty  yards,  one  company  as  skirmishers,  with  a  field  officer 
in* command,  and  to  support  them  if  attacked,  at  every  hazard,  and  in 
case  of  my  wanting  reinforcements,  to  -communicate  the  fact  to  him, 
and  he  would  send  them.  In  obedience  to  his  instructions,  I  ordered 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Waddill  to  execute  this  command,  vrith  Captain 
Martin's  company.  Immediately  Ikon  deploying  this  company,  the 
artillery  was  brought  from  the  woods  into  the  field,  and  the  attack  be 
came  sufficiently  spirited  and  warm  to  justify  the.  advance  of  my  regi, 
men*  to  the  support  of  my  skirmishers.  From  the  woods  to  the  sum 
mit  of  the  hiH  the  ground  was  gently  sloping.  t  The  men  were  ordered 
to  trail  arms,  and,  bending  forward  and  low,  to  use",  the  crown  of  the 
hill  as  a  protection,  until  they  reached  the  position  occupied  by  the 
skirmishers,  where  they  were  commanded  to  charge,  and,  at  a  run, 
drove  the  enemy  back  and  advanced,  and  occupied  a  ravine,  from  five  to 
six  hundred  yards  from  the  woods.  During  this  distance,  we  en 
countered  a  red  storm  of  every  deadly  missile.  Fletcher  Harwood, 
of  company  K,  as  color-bearer,  while  -gallantly  bearing  the  flag 
ahead,  was  cut  down  by  a  shell,  and,  waving  it  around,  called  for 
some  one  to  bear  it  along.-  Instantly,  Captain  Martin,  company  I, 
seized  thfr  flag,  and,  with-,  words  of  encouragement,  called  on  all 
to  follow.  The  noble,  manly  conduct  of  .Captain  Martin,  was  such 
as  to  challenge  the  admiration  of  all..  At  this  time,  I  was  some  fifty- 
yards  ahead  of  my  regiment,  urging  them  to  pass  quickly  this  dan 
gerous  position,  and  therefore  cannot  speak,  of  my  .personal  knowl 
edge,  of  the  individual  instance's  of  bravery  and  courage.  But  few 
of  my  regiment,  as  well  as  the  other  three  who  started  together, 
reached  the  ravine  at  this  time.  You  will  recollect  that  two  of  our 
companies  were  detached,  on  the  29th,  to  collect  and  guard  stores, 
taken  from  the  enemy,  and*  the  other  eight  were  so  small,  and  the  offi 
cers  so  few,  that  they  were  consolidated  into  four  companies/having 
only  four  captains  for  duty.  Three  of  these  reached  the  ravine,  and 
one,  Captain  Edmondson,  was  utterly  exhausted,  and  instantly  taken 
so  ill  that  I  advised  him  to  return  with  the  assistance  of  one  of  his 
men.  After  remaing  in  this  position  for  about  an  hour,  I  despatched 
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the  sergeant-major  to  General  Arrnistead,  to  inform  him  of  our  posi 
tion  and  condition,  and.tfcat,  in  my  opinion,  we  ought  to  be  reinforced 
I  have  not .  seen  the  sergeant-major  since,  now  being  sick,  and  re 
ceived  no  reply.  Some  time  between  six  and  seven  o'clock,  General 
Wright  brought  witl,  him,  into  the  ravine,  iwo  regiments,  and  formed 
line  of  battle^nmiCjuat 'ly  behind  ours',  ancf,  addressing  a  few  words, 
led  the  charge  up  the  hiil  to  the  battery.  Captain  Saunders  was  se 
verely  wounded  in  the  th,igh,  soon  after  reaching  the  top  of  the  hill. 
The  different  numbers  of  our  regiment  were*  formed*  into  one  com 
pany,  under  command,  of  Captain  Martin,  whose  gallantry  was  not 
eXf'et'detl  by  any  one,  in  that  memorable  battle,  and,  with  the  other 
parts  of  the  two  brigades,  were  compelled  to' fall  back  as  often  as  they 
char£<;u  the  batteries  of  the  enemy.  •  Our  line,  composed  of  three 
regiments,  was  yet  a  short  one,  with  two  colors,  and,  for  our  own 
company,  it  would  have  seemed  that  a  musket  would  have  been  of 
more  va'ue  than  the  color,  but  Corporal  Pollard,  company  E,  one  of 
the  color  guard,  insisted  he  would  carry  it,  and;  when  he  fell,  gal 
lantly  hearing"  it  along,  handed  it  to  a  Georgian,  who  was  fighting  b*y 
his  side.  The  darkness  of  the  night  separated  us  all,  and,  after  nine 
o'clock,  gave  up  the  contest  for  the  time. 

Out  of  one  hundred^and  seventy-eight  men,  thirty  w"ere  killed  and 
wounded.  | 

'Company  A — Killed,  none.  Wounded,  second  Lieutenant  Jas.  D. 
Clay,  in  both  thighs*.  serio.usly  ;  privates  James  P.  Woodall,  in  shoul 
der,  slightly  ;  Micajah  R.  Fenell,  in  hand,  severely  ;  C.  C.  Hudson,  in 
shoulder,  slightly.  ,  * 

Company  B — Killed,  Sergeant  Walter  H.  Boswell.  'Wounded,  Capt. 
Jamfs  M.  Saunders,  in  thigh,  severely;  third  Lieutenant  Sylvester 
Richardson,  in  face,  slightly  ;  private  Daniel  Robins,  in  foot,  slightly. 

Company  C — Killed,  none.  Wounded,  privates  J.  C.  Destin,  in 
leg,  severety ;  N.  G.  Weaver,  in  head  slightly. 

Company  D — Killed,  Corporal  W.  T.  Johnson.  Wounded,  Elkana 
Clements,  in  thigh,  slightly. 

Company  E — Killed,  none.  Wounded,  Sergeant  Wm.  R.  Barker, 
in  arm  and  hip,'  severely  ;  Cqrporal  William  A.  Pollard,  in  face  and 
shoulder,  slightly. 

Company  F — On  detached  service. 
.  Company  G — Killed,  none.     Wounded,  none. 

Company  H— On  detached  service. 

Company  I — Killed,  none.  Wounded,  Sergeant  J.  W.  Whitehead, 
in  knee,  slightly;  Serg'tD.  S.  Muse,  in  leg,  severely  ;  privates  J.  C.  T. 
Glr»s3,-invhead,  severely;  T.  J.  Hudson,  in  shoulder,  severely;  J.  II, 
B.  Keatts,  in  hand,  slightly  ;  V.  A.  Linthicum,  in  hand,  severely  ; 
'  J.  E.  Reach;  in  head  and  Me,  slightly  ;  W.  B  Riddle,  in  head, 
slightly  ;  J.  II.  Simpson,  in  hand,  slightly  ;  G.  W.  White,  in  face 
and  shoulder,  slightly  ;  R.  II.  L.  Whitehead,  in  arm,  severely. ;  G. 

E.  Mays,  in  leg,  slightly. 

Company  K — Killed,  private  W.   D.   Rock.     Wounded,  Sergeant 

F.  F.   Harwood,   in   leg,  severely  ;  privates    N.    P.    New,  in    thigh, 
slightly  ;  R.  B.  Gill,  in  leg,  blightly  ;  R.  H.  Mayo,  in  hand;  severely. 
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.  BECAPITULATION. 

Killed,    three ;     wounded,    twenty-seven. .     Total,    twenty-eight. 
Aggregate,  thirty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  B.  TOMLIff, 
Colonel ,  commanding  53d  -reg't  V.a.  Volunteers'. 


» 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  WADDLLL. 

» 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTY-THIR^  VIRGINIA  REGIMENT,  > 

June  26,  1862.      5 

Captain  J.  D.  DARDEN, 

A.  D.  C.  $  A.  A.  A.  General: 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  after  a  week's  sickness, 
on  the  25th  instant,  at  half-past  eleven,  A.  M.,  I  returned  to  my  regi 
ment^  then  on  picket,  and  commanded  by  Captain  W.  R.  Aylett,  and 
&t»the  time  engaging  the  enemy.  Captain  Aylett  immediately  turned 
over  the  command  to  me,  and  used  diligence  to  show  me  the  position 
of  our  forces  and  the  -enemy,  and  made  the  following  report  of  the 
action  of  the  regiment  up  to  the  time  of  my  arrival :  That  on  the  24th 
instant,  at  half-past  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  fifty-third  Virginia  regi 
ment,  the  ninth  Virginia  regiment  and  the  fifth  Virginia  battalion, 
were  sent  out  to  relieve  the  third  Georgia  .regiment,  on  the  advance 
line,  between  the  Williamsburg  road  and  the  York  River  railroad. 
Nothing  of  interest  transpired  during  the  night.  About  eight,  A. 
M.,  on  tire  25th  instant,  Captain  Aylett,  upon  visiting  the  picket  post 
on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line,  resting  on  the  Williamsburg  road, 
was  informed  that  one  or  more  regiments  of  the  enemy  were  advancing 
up  the  road,  and  about  that. time  heavy  firing  commenced  on  the 
other  side  of  the  road,  when  it  appeared'  the  picket  had  been  driven 
in.  •  Cautioning  his  pickets  to  stand  their  ground  until  he  could  re 
inforce  them,  Captain  A.  went  for  his  reserves,  consisting  of  .compa 
nies  A  and  D.  This  little  force  was,  double-quicked  to  the  support 
of-  the  picket,  but  before  it  could  reach  the  line,  the  picket  on  the 
right,  next  to  the  road,  was  met  retiring  before  the  enemy,  who  had 
suddenly  advanced  in  overwhelming  numbers,  driving, them  in  by  hi» 
immense  odds  and  rapid  advance.  The  reserve,  together  with  the 
picket  which  had  been  driven  in,  were-promptly  deployed -by  Captain 
A.,  so  as  to  connect  with  that  portion  of  our  picket  line  which  had 
not.  been  forced  back.  The  men 'were  made  to  lie  down  behind  trees, 
to  conceal  their  small  numbers  and  position,  in  order  that  the  enemy 
might  be  held  in  check  until  reinforcements  could  arrive.  For  one 
hour  and  a  quarter  did  this  little  force,  of  only  three  small  companies, 
maintain  its  position  against  two  regiments,  alone  and  unaided,  and  a 
storm  of  bullets  rarely  surpassed  for  severity.  The  men  were  ordered 
not  to  fire  until  they  saw  an  object,  and  thought  they  could  hit  i%t. 
Hence  almost  every  shot  told,  as  was  indicated  by  the  frequent  cries'" 
of  those  struck..  While  the  right  of  the  fifty-third  was  enduring-  this 
fire,  the  enemy;  had  advanced  .on  tire  right,  of  the  road,  and  thus 
flanked  our  position,  and  gotten  even  in  the  rear  of  a  portion  of  it. 
Still  Captain  A.  and  his  commahd  held  their  ground,  until  the  noble 
twenty-fifth  North  Carolina  came  to  their  assistance,  to  whose  gallant 
commander  Captaii^  A.  reported,  and  was  ordered  by  him  to  take  po 
sition  on  his  left.  The  fifty-third  Virginia  and  twenty-fifth  North 
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Carolina  were  now  both  subjected  to  a  terrific  fire  for  some  time,  but 
they  returned  it  with  such  effect  that  the  enemy  was  driven  back,  and 
the.  fifty-third  was  enabled  to  resdme  its  picket  line,  except  a  small 
portion  of  ^immediately  on  the  road,  where,  from  the  exposure  of  a 
field,  and  the  fire  from  a  battery,  (planted  by  the  enemy  in  the  road 
after  .they  had  advanced  by  us  on  the  right  of  the  WilHamsburg  road,) 
it  could  not  then  be  occupied.  There  Vas  fighting  along  the  whole 
yne  occupied  by  the  fifty-third,  at  intervals  during  the  day;  but,  as 
indicated,  mainly  on  the  right.  Six  prisoners  were  taken  by  the 
fifty-third,  and  the  enemy's  loss  must  have  been  heavy.  Later  in  the 
evening,  the  woods  were  heavily  shelled  by  the  enemy ;  but  the  fifty- 
third,  men  and  officers,  gallantly  stood  their  ground,  though  they 
were  almost  broken  down  with  fatigue  and  exhaustion,  from  having 
been  on  picket  duty  so  long.  It  would  be  pleasing  to  mention  the 
names  of  those  who  most  gallantly  deported  themselves  ;  but  where  all 
acted  so  well,  it  might  appear  invidious.  As  the  regiment  has  not 
yet  come  in,  a  list  of  its  casualties  cannot  now  be  made  out ;  but  it  is 
believed  to  be  small.  When  the  long-contianed  and  terrible  fire  to 
which  the  regiment  was  exposed  is  considered,  a  small  list  of  casual 
ties  would  seem  io  be  miraculous,  and  can  only  be  explained  by  the 
fact  that  our  men  were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  well  concealed  and 
protected,  and  the  enemy  were  so  drunk  they  could  not  shoot.  This 
latter  view  is  known  to  be  correct,  as  prisoners  taken 'were  found  to 
be  intoxicated.  The  regiment  is  at  this  time  acting  as  reserve  for  the 
fourteenth  ani  thirty-eighth  Virginia,  commanded  by  Captain  Martin, 
Captain  Aylett  and  myself  both  being  sick,  and  unfit  for  duty. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  WADDILL, 

Major  Fifty -Third  Virginia  Regiment. . 
• 

The  casualties  of  the  25th  are  as  follows,  viz  :  Company  D. — Killed  : 
George,  W.  Brushwood.     Missing  :  Lewis  'W.  Kelley  and  J:  F.  Chick. 
Company  E. — Lieutenant  B.  S   Farrenholt,  ribs  fractured  by  the  fall 
ing  of  a  limb  'from  a  tree.  « 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  M  WADDILL, 

Major  commanding  Fifty-Third  Virginia  Regiment. 


. 
REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  ORAMMER.     . 

JULY   15,   1862. 

Captain  J.  -D.  BAR  DEN, 

A.  D.   0.  and  A.  A.  A.  G.  : 

CAPTAIN  :  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  non-commissioned  offi 
cers  and  men  reported  to  me  by  their  officers  as  having  distin 
guished  themselves  by  their  conduct  in  the  skirmishes  -and  battles 
around  Richmond,  in  which  the.  fifty-third  Virginia  regiment-  was 
engaged : 

Company  A. — At  Seven  'Pines',  Corporals  Noell  and  Wright, 
and  private  H.  C.  Hudson,  and  at  Malvern  Hill,  Corporals  N.dell 
snd  Wright.  In  the  skirmishes  of  the  18th,  25th,  and  27th  of 
June,  all  the  men  present  behaved  well. 

Company  B. — Sergeants  J.  H.  and  J.  R.  Hockaday  and  privates 
S.  B.  Sweeny,  R.  H.  David,  T.  J.  Elliott,  at  Malvern  Hill. 

Company  C. — Sergeant  R.  B.  Bradshaw,  Corporal  W.  S.  Weaver, 
and  privates  J.  C.  Desdine  and  C.  J.  Weaver,  at  Malvetn  'Hill. 

Company  D.— Corporals  W.  T.  Johnson  (killed)  and  R.  Clem 
ens,  privates  Pollard,  Ashby,  Ellet,  and. Kelly,  at  Malvern  Hill. 

Company  E. — Privates  William  Bowers  and  G.  J.  Green,  killed 
in  the  skirmish  of  the  18th  ;  Sergeant  Barker,  wounded  at  Mal- 
vern  Hill;  Corporal  William  A.  Pollard,  the  third  man  who  car 
ried  the  colors,  the.  1st  of  July,  was  shot  twice  before  he  fell. 
In  the  confusion  of  regiments  charging  through  and  mixing  up 
with  eacjii  othe'r,  he  took  the  colors  off  with  him  when  borne  to 
the  rear.  L.  C.  Blackburn,  distinguished  at  Seven  Pines  for 
coolness  and  daring. 

Company  F. — No  report.     Not  in  the  fight  at  Malvern  Hill. 

Company  G. — Corporal  John  B.  Scott,  at  Seven  Pines. 

Company  II. — In  the  skirmish  of  the  18th  of  June,  private  T. 
Howchins  was  seen  to  kill  fjur  Yankees,  exposing  himself  freely 
all  the  while. 

Company  I. — Privates  White,  Whitehead,  and  Hudson,  at  Mal 
vern  Hill — all  three  wounded. 

Company  K. — Private  John  A.  Boliifaat,  i(wouncled,)  at  Seven 
Pines ;  private  Haws  Coleman,  in  the  skirmish  of  the  27th  of 
June. 

Color-Sergeant  T.  F.  Harwood,  wounded  at  Malvern  Hill,  while 
pressing  forward  with  the  colors,  struck  the  staff  in  tlAground 
and,  cheering  all  the  while,  held  on  to  it  till  taken  froriSrnim  by 
Captain  Martin. 

Respectfully,  &c,, 

J.  GRA-MMER,  Jit., 
Captain  coinmt tiding  53c?    Va.'r 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  MARTIN.    *  . 

•  • 

• 

Captain  J.  D.  DARDEN, 

A.  D.  C.  and  A.  A.  A.   G.: 

CAPTAIN:  On  Friday,  June  of  27th,  at  half-past  four,  P. 
M.,  the  fifty-third  Virginia  regiment  was  .posted  on  .picket, 
the  right  wing  resting  on  the"  left  of  the  Williamsburg  road, 
left  on  right  of  the  ninth  Virginia  regiment,  the  men  deployed 
at  five  paces  apart.  About  sundo\fn,  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  our 
line  with  both  musketry  and  shell.  The  fire  was  riot*  returned, 
because  J^  instructed  the  men  to  wait  until  the  enemy  was  in  good 
distance,  which  distance  was  not  obtained.  I'he  enemy,  however, 
advanced  upon  the  centre  and  left  and  was  driven  back  by  the  fire  of 
the  left  wing.  The  whole  line  was  well-sustained  except  by  three 
companies — F,  H,  and  K — F  and  K  falling  back  because  they  could 
not  sustain  the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy;  company  II  having  no  com 
mander.  All  three  of  these  companies,  however,  returned  to  their 
positions  and  held  them.  The  enemy  again  opened  fire  this  morning 
about  half  an  hour  before  day.  This  fire  was,  however,  not  directed 
so  much  towards  us  as  the  pickets  on  the  right.  This  fire  was  not 
returned  at  all  by  our  pickets.  The  regiment  generally  ^cted  coolly 
and  deliberately,  keeping  its  position  until  relieved  by  the  fourteenth 
^Virginia  this  morning.  The  casualties  are  as  follows  :  Company  A, 
one  slightly  woirnded  ;*company  D,  one  slightly  and  two  .severely; 
company  II,  two  slightly;  company -K,  one  slightly.  Total,  seven 
wounded.  • 

Most  respectfully, 

R.  W.  MARTIN,    . 
Captain  commanding  53d  Va.  regiment.,- 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  ETODOES. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTEENTH  REGIMENT,  VA.  YOLS.,  ) 
In  the  Jieldr  near  Richmond,  July  10,  1862.       $ 

Captain  J..D   DARDEN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General; 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
action  of  the  fourteenth  regiment,  Virginia  volunteers,  under  my 
corn'mancj,  in  the  battle  of  Tuesday,  1st  day  of  July,  18G2  : 

Early  in  the  morning  of  that  day,  the  regiment,  with  thfj  others  of 
the  same  brigade,  was  posted  in  a  ravine  opposite  to  the  position  held 
by  the  enemy  ;  and  one  half  of  the  regiment  was  thrown  forward  to 
the  edge  of  the  field  between  us  and  the  enemy,  as  skirmishers. 
About  three"  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  skirmishers  were  ordered 
forward  to  drive  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  so  that  our  artillery  could  be 
placed  in  position,  and  that  portion  of  the  regiment  which  had  been 
held  in  reserve,  was  ordered  forward  to  their  support.  As  soon  as 
the  men  were  seen  by  the  enemy,  a  terrific  fire  of  artillery  was  opened 
upon  them  by  the  enemy  from  their  guns,  which  were  in  position 
about  a  hajf  mile  off,  commanding  nearly  the  whole  field.  The  men 
rushed  forward,  firing  upon  the  enemy's,  skirmishers,  driving  them 
before  them,  continuing  to  advance  until  they  found  shelter  from  the 
enemy's,  fire  in  a  ravine,  about  midway  from  the  ^position  formerly 
held,  and  the  enemy's  batteries.  Soon  after  passing  over  tie  crest 
of  the  first  hill,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Evans  was  disabled,  by  a  wound, 
and  I  was  knocked  down  and  burnt  by  a  shell  exploding  near  me, 
rendering  me  incapable  of  going  forward  with  my  men.  In  passing 
over  the  hill,  my  regiment  suffered  severely.  Among  those  killed,  I 
cannot  fail  to  mention  Captain  Charles  Bruce,  whose  conduct  was 
worthy  of  all  praise.  -  The  regiment  remained  exposed  to  a  heavy 
fire  during 'the  whole  battle,  and  were  forward  in  the  charge  each 
time  an  effort  was  made  to  take  the  enemy's  batteries.  I  cannot  close 
this  report  without  calling  your  attention  to  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Captain  W:  W..T.  Coghill,  Richard  Logan,  Jr.,  and  P.  Poindexter, 
who  acted,  during  the  whole  day',  with  great  coolness  and  bravery. 
We  lost  twelve  killed  and  fifty-Severn  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  GREGORY  HODGES, 
Colonel,  commanding  fourteenth  Virginia  regiment. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  S.  D.  LEE. 

• 

CAMP  DISCIPLINE.  July  20, 

Captain  N.  R.  FITZIIUGH, 

Assistant  Adjutant   General,,   Cavalry  Brigade  : 

* 

CAPTAIN:  By  direction  of  the  General  commanding* I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that,  by  his  direction,  on  the  night  of  the  oth  and 
6th  instants.  I  proceeded  to  the  banks  of  James  river,  above  Charles 

City  C<.urt- House,  with battery,  Washington    artillery   of  New 

Orleans,  and  a  rifle  piece  of  Pelhara's  battery,  horse  artillery,  and* 
about  two,  P.  M.,  on  the  6th,  opened  fire  on  one  of  the  enemy's 
transports  carrying  supplies  to  MeClellan's  army,  some  four  miles 
above  the  point  where  we  were.  On  opening  fire,  the  boat  imme 
diately  put  out  her  lights.  She  was  struck  several  times  and  consid- 
•erably  injured,  but  succeeded  in  ^passing  th*  battery.  On  the  6th 
instant,  the  same  guns,  accompanied  by  a  section  of  Rosser's  battery, 
proceeded  to  a  poi.nt  known*  as  Wayne's'  Oak,  on  the  tanks  of  the 
James  river,  four  miles  below  Charles  City  Court- House.  About 
seven,  A.  M.,  on  the  morning  of  the-7th,  opened  on  ji  transport,  and, 
after  some  twenty  shots,  made  her  turn  back,  throwing  overboard  a 
part  of  her  cargo  to  facilitate  her  escape.  Several  gunboats  of  the 
enemy  immediately  caine  to  the  vicinity  and  commenced  shelling  the 
works  and  fields,  but  without  damage. 

About  mid-day,  I  sent  a  section  of  Squiers'  battery  some  five  miles 
lower  down  the  river,  under  Lieutenant  Galvin.  He  opened  on  two 
transports  towed  by  a  tug.  He  drove  the  tug  down  the  river,  and 
the  crews  from  the  transports,  sinking  one  of  the  transports-  and 
severely  injuring  .the  other.  The  crews  took  to  their  small  boats  and 
made  their  escape  to  the  opposite  bank  of  t;he  river. 

A  gunboat  there  escaped  the  section  when  it  withdrew.  About 
three,  P.  M-,  six  or  eight  transports,  (schooners,)  towed  by  a  fciig  and 
convoyed  by  a  gunboat,  came  up  the  river,  as  also  several  small  river 
steamers.  The  guns  were  drawn  up  behind  a  bluff  at  Wayne's  Oak, 
and,  when  the  transports  were  opposite,  ran  to  the  edge  of  the  bluff 
and  opened  on  them.  Some  seventy  shots  were  fired  into  the  trans 
ports,  damaging  them  severely  ;  the  tug  was  also  damaged.  The 
gunboat  opened  on  the  battery  as  soon  as  discovered,  firing  shell, 
sphericahcase  and  grape  from  her  large  guns.  Slie  fired  some  thirty 
rounds.  No  damage  was  done  the  battery,  all  her  shot  either  falling 
short  or  passing  over  our  heads. 

Officers  and  men  behaved  with  the  greatest  gallantry  and  cool 
ness,  tiring  their  guns  as  if  no  gunboat  was  in  their  vicinity,  and 
seemed  convinced  that  a  gunboat  was  not  so  dangerous  as  they,  had 
supposed. 

The  enemy  were  much  annoyed  on    their  trips,  and  kept  sevefal 
gunboats  engaged  in  shelling  the  woods  and  vicinity,  doing  no  dara- 
29    - 
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age.     They  even  fired  at  the  houses  in  the  vicinity,  occupied  only  by 
inoffensive  families. 

On  the  evening  of  the  7th,  the  batteries  returned  to  their  camp. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

S.   D.  LEE,  Colonel  of  Artillery, 
CamY/umding  Guns  in  vicinity -of  Chavks  City  Court  House. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  S.  D.  LEE, 

TURKEY  ISLAND  BRIDGE,  July  22,   1862.^. 

General  MAGRUDER, 

•    Richmond,   Virginia : 

GENERAL:  Enclosed  I  send  you  ny  report  of  the  artillery  of  your 
division.  I  must  apologise  for  its  coming  in  so  late  ;  but  on  your 
leaving  Crew's  farm,  I  was  put  on  duty  with  'the  cavalry,  in  com 
mand  of  the  ninth  North  Carolina,  late  on  picket  duty.  It  was  im 
possible  for  me  to  prepare  it,  from  the  fact  that  I  was  put  into  camp 
of  instruction,  with  several  drills  a  day,  and  to  study  my  new  arm, 
as  they  had  brigade  drills,  &c.  I  did  not  receive  your  kind  note  in 
viting  me  to  accompany  you  west  until  after  you  had  left,  though  I 
had  heard  through  Major  Brent  that  you  invited  me. 

I  met  Captain  Eustis  in  Richmond  and  asked  him  to  deliver  my 
answer  to  you.  .Accept  iny  thanks  for  your  kindaess  and  the  flatter 
ing  invitation  contained  in  your  note. 

I  am,  General,  yours,  respectfully,    . 

S.  D.  LEE, 
Col.  Artillery^   commanding  4th  Cavalry. 

Captain  Dickinson's  note  to  me,  calling  for  a  report  of  the  4th, 
only  reached  me  July  20th. 


CAMP  FOURTH  VIRGINIA  CAVALRY,      >•• 
Near  Richmond,  July  22,  1862.  \ 

Captain  DICKINSON,    • 

Adjutant  General,  Magruder's  Division  : 

I  had  the  honor,  a  few  days  since,  to  receive  your  note,  directing 
ice  to  render  a  report  of  the  service  of  the  artillery,  at  Oarnett's 
farm,  near  New  BriJge,  at  Savage's  Station,  and  at  Crew's  farm. 

The  different  batteries  of  the  division  performed  arduous  picket 
duty. on  Garnett's  farm,  from  about  the.  1  th  of  June  to  the  29th. of 
Jane,  at  which  date  the  enemy  vacated  .bis  lines  aiiti  the  division 
started  in  pursuit.  Previous  to" the  29th  of  June,  the  Jmtteriea  under 
lire  and  engaged  with  the  enemy,  were  Woolfolk'd,  Lake's,  and 
Moody's  batteries,  at  Mrs.  trice's  house,  overlooking  the  New  Bridge. 
These. batteries  were  engaged  several"  times,  firing  on  the  working 
parties  of  the  eneniy  at  the  bridge,  causing  them  to  desist  from  the 
work,  and  in  every  instance  they  drew  ^he  fire  of  the  enemy's  batte 
ries  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  which,  being  long-range 
guns,  we  could  not  reach.  The  officers  and  men  of  these  commands 
behaved  with  coolness  and  gallantry,  and  on  these  several  occasions 
lost  several  men,  killed  and  wounded.  On  the  28th  of  June,  to  prevent 
tho  enemy  from  working  on  some  advanced  entrenchments,  Brown's 
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and  Lane's  batteries  were  brought  in  action  near  Mr.  Garnett's  over 
seer's  house,  and,  after  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  shelling,  drove  the  en 
emy  from  their  new  works.  The  enemy  opened  on  these  two  batteries 
with  twelve  rifle  guns  oklarge  calibre,  (twenty-pounder  Parrot.)  The 
.  ^Igagement  was  kept  up  for  half  an- hour,  when  the  batteries  were 
'^nthdrawn,  having  accomplished  the  object  for  which  they  had  been 
ordered  out — some  of  the  enemy's  batteries  being  behind  works  and 
out  of  range.  In  this  action,  two  men  were  killed  and  several 
wounded,  and  some  six  horses  disabled. 

On  tbe  26th  of  June,  from  the  same  position,  in  the  morning, 
Lane's  and  Moody's  batteries  opened  again  on  the  enemy's  entrench-, 
ments,  which  the  enemy  had  re-occupied,  driving  them  out  again. 
Their  fire  was  replied  to  by  several  of  the  enemy's  batteries  behind 
works.  The  action  was  kept  up  for  half  an  hour,  when  our  guns 
were  withdrawn,  and  there  was  but  little  prospect  of  injuring  the 
-enemy's  batteries,  half  masked  in  the  woods  and  behind  strong  en 
trenchments.  The  same  experiment  was  repeated  by  our  batteries  in 
the  evening — Lane's,  Woolfolk's,  Page's,  and  T.  Jeff's  batteries  be- 
ing  engaged  with  «eorae  results.  Captain  Kirkpatrick,  of  Major 
JNelson's  reserve  artillery,  was  also  engaged  on  the  2Gth,  with  two  gnns. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  Moody's  and  Brown's  batteries  engaged  the 
enemy's  works,  as  he  showed  signs  of  vacatiVig  them.  He  replied 
with  alacrity,  showing  he  was  still  strong.  1  mention  those  two 
batteries  especially,  as  they  were,  each  of  them,  under  very  heavy 
artillery  fire.  None  of  the  captains,  except  Brown,  had  their  entire 
batteries  in  action.  They  went  into  action  with  their  rifle  sections. 
Generally,  officers  and  men  behaved  well.  In  these  different  actions 

some  eight  men  were  killed  and  twenty  wounded.  Lieutenant , 

of  Brown's  battery,  was  killed.  Lieutenant  Merwin,  of'  Moody's 
battery,  had  an  arm  shot  off.  Lieutenant  Merwin  got  out  of  a  sick 
bedjto  go  into  action  with  his  company.  Several  other  batteries 
were  under  fire,  but  not  engaged,  viz  :  Richardson's,  Reed's,  and 
Page's — the  latter  belonging  to  Major  Nelson's  reserve  artillery. 

On  the  2£Kh,  the  enemy  vacated  his  work:;,  and  the  division  started 
in  pursuit.  At  Fair  O;iks  Station,  he  fired  upon  our  advance  with  ar 
tillery.  He  was  replied  to  by  Carlton's  battery.  In  the  evening  the 
enemy  made  a  stand  and  quite  a  severe  action  occurred  at  Savage's 
Station.  Kemper's  battery  was  here  engaged  and  did  good  execution. 
The  enemy's  skirmishers  came  up  to  within  two  hundred  yards  of 
his  battery,  when  he  tfas  compelled  to  withdraw  some  four  hundred 
yards.  At  this  point  he  was  advanced  .upon  by  a  regiment  of  tbe 
enemy,  (second  Vermont,)  w^ich  delivered  a  volley  into  his  battery 
at  a  distance  of  three  hundred  yards.  lie  opened  upon  them  with 
canister,  and  being  well-supported  by  a  Mississippi  rifle  regiment, 
repulsed  the  enemy  with  heavy  loss.  The  enemy  left  fifty-two  dead 
bodies  in  a  circumference  of  fifty  yards.  Captain  Keraper  behaved 
with  the  utmost  coolness  and  gallantry,  as  did  his  officers  and  men. 
Lane's  battery  was  also  under  fire  in  this  action,  as  also  McCarthy's 
battery,  but  did  not  have  an  opportunity  of  engaging  the  enemy,  as 
the  ground,  and  the  position  of  our  troops,  did  not  admit  of  it.  In  the 
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severe  action  of  July  1st,  thte  artillery  did*  not -play  a  conspicuous 
part,  though  most  of  it  was  under  a  severe  artillery  fire  during  the 
entire  action.  The  batteries  engaged  were  McCarthy's  howitzer  bat 
tery,  and  also- some  of  Hart's  battery  and  the  Washington  artillery, 
of  Charleston/  The  batteries  were  well-Eerved  and  did  good  execution. 
One  of  McCarthy's  pieces  were  struck  twice.  The  enemy  having  se 
lected  their  ground,  had  lined  their  position  with  artillery,  having 
some  forty  pieces  in  position.  Oar  artillery  hid  to  be  brought  up  in 
a  narrow  lane  under  a  terrible  fire,  and  as  soon  as  they  discovered  a 
battery  coming  up  they  concentrated  their  entire  artillery  on  it. 
Several  batteries  were  in  succession  disabled  almost  before  getting  into 
action.  Carlton's  and  Kemper's  batteries  were  in  reserve — not  en 
gaged,  but  had  several  men  killed.  Carlton  had  a  limber  blown  up 
by  the  enemy's  shell.  The  enemy'p  artillery  was  admirably  handled 
in  the  action,  and  is  admitted  to  have  been  th'e  most  terrible  Artil 
lery  fire  during  the  war.  Their  pieces  were  in  admirable  position, 
and  so  arranged  that  they  could  concentrate  from  twenty  to  thirty 
guns  on  any  position.  Euclosing  my  report,  I  *vill  testify  to  the  gen 
eral  good  conduct  of  officers  and  meto.  Major  Nelson,  of  the  artil 
lery,  was  under  fire  several  times  at  GacneU's.farm  ;  exhibited  cool 
ness  anil  gallantry.  Lt/Paul  Hamilto'h,  my  adjutant,  was  in  every 
action — at  Garnett's  farm,  at  Fair  Oaks,  Savage's  Station,  and  Crew's 
farm,  and  on  ev-ery  occasion  exhibited  conspicuous  coolness  and  gal 
lantry.  In  one  of  the  actions,  (at  Garnett's  farm,)  he  had  his  horse 
shot  under  him. 

Having  been  placed  on  duty  with  the  cavalry  immediately 'after  the 
action  of  Crew's  farm,  it  has   been   impossicle  for  me  to  obtain  the 
necessary  facts  to  make  this  report  complete. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  D.  LEE, 
Col.   Artillery  and  Acting  Chief  of  Magruder's  Div'n. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  COWAN. 

HEADERS  EIGHTEENTH  RKGIM«NT  NORTH  CAROLINA  TROOPS, 
Near  Richmond,  Virginia,  July,  1862. 

GENERAL  :  I  bavo  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  tBis  regiment,  under  my  command,  in  the  recent  bat 
tles  around  Richmond  : 

Our  march  across  the  Chickahorniny,  on  the  morning  of  Thursday, 
June  26th,  and  down  its.  northern  bank,  to  Mechanics  ville,  having 
been  conducted,  under  your  personal  direction,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
refer  to  its  incidents. 

-Wen-etched  Mecl^micsville  Thursday  afternoon  in  time  to  partici 
pate  in  the  attack  upon  the  batteries  which  commanded  that  crossing, 
but  Vere  not  prominently  engaged.  Thursday  night,  we  were  ordered 
to  defend  the  batteries,  planted  upon  the  position  which  had  been 
taken  from  the  enemy,  from  any  attempt  which  rcight  be  made  to  re*' 
take  them  during  the  night.  Consequently,  we  slept  upon  our  arms 
in  the  immediate  vicinity-,  with  the  proper  picket  force  out  on  all 
sides  ;  but  no  demonstration  was  ma.de  by  the  enemy.  Friday  morn 
ing,  at  dawn  of  day,  he  opened  upon  us  with  his  artillery,  and  the 
fire  was  continued  until  his  position  was  turned,  and  he  was  thus 
forced  to  abandon  it.  In  all  of  these  engagements,  however,  my 
men  were  out  little  exposed,  and  my  loss  was  very  slight — only  three 
men  being  wounded  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell. 

Friday  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock,  we  were  put  into  the  fi^ht  at  Cold 
Harbor.  By  your  order,  my  line  of  battle  was  formed  on  the  right 
of  the  road  ;  and,  in  this  order,  I  advanced  through  the  dense  woods 
in  which  the  enemy  were  posted.  A  small  ravine,  deep  and  boggy, 
compelled  us  to  rlaiik  still  further  to  the  right.  .By  this,  means,  I 
became  separated  from  the  rem'ainder  of  the  brigade,  (which  had  beei. 
formed  on  the  left,)  and,  for  a  long  time,  was  wholly  without  assist 
ance  in  my  attempts  upon  the  enemy5^  position.  Again  and  again 
was  that  position  assaii'ed,  and  again  and  again  were  we  repulsed,  by 
vastly  superior  numbers.  Regiment  after  regiment,  sent  in  to  the 
same  attack,  shared  the  same  fate  ;  and  it  was  not  until  late  in  the 
afternoctn,  when  the  continuous  arrival  of  fresh  troops  had  given  us 
something  like  an  equality  of  forces,  that  any  decided  impression  was 
made  upon  the  enemy.  ,  His  p&sition  was  carried  in  that  late  general 
charge,  which  swept  his  whole  army  from  the  field  in  a  perfect  rout. 
In  this  fight  I  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  my  regi 
ment.  The  position  of  the  enemy  was  such  that  we  were  exposed  to 
a  heavy  fire  fr6uf  the  flank,  as  well  as  from  the  front;  and,  though 
the  regiment  was  frequently  broken  and  compelled  to  fall  back,  yet  I 
did  not  once  lose  the  command  of  it.  The  men  reformed  with  alac 
rity,  and  my  commands  were  obeyed  with  the  promtness.  if  not  the 
precision  of  drill.  My  loss,  in  killei  and  wounded,  was  sixty-eight. 
Nothing  but  the  thickness  of  the  woods  saved  us  from  total  destructior 
in  our  first  unassisted  efforts  upon  the  enemy's  position.  Saturday, 
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we  were  engaged  in  the  work  of  burying  tjie  dead.  Sunday  morn 
ing,  we  crossed  to  the  south  of  the  Chickahomiay  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy.  Monday  J  the  pursuit  was  continued,  until  we  engaged  the 
enemy  at  Frazier's  Farm.  Here  my  regiment  joined  the  brigade 
in  the  series  of  charges  upon  the  enemy's  batteries.  Without  a  sign  of 
faltering,  shouting  the  battle  cry  of  '*  Stonow.aH,"  which  they  adopted 
of  their  own  accord,  they  advanced  across  two  open  fields  in  the  face 
of  a  perfect  shower  of  grape  and  musketry,  until  they  reached  i* 
email  ravine,  (traversed  by  a  fence,)  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
enemy's  line  of  battle.  Taking  advantage  of  this  slight  shelter,  they 
maintained  themselves  in  this  position  until  the  arrival  of  reinforce 
ments^  when  they  joined  in  the  general  charge,  which,  won  the  bat 
teries.  My  loss  here  was  very  heavy  :  killed  and  wounded,  one  hua- 
dred  and  fifty  iner*,  among  them  First  Lieutenant  W.  A.  Hoostin,  cf 
company  I,  and  my  sergeant-major,  A.  Dumone,  both  of  them  young 
men  of  brilliant  prospects,  and  as  gallant,  as  daring,  as  devoted  to 
the  cause  as  any  officer  in  the  Confederate- service.  Tuesday,  at 
Malvern  Hill,  we  were  marched  to  the  field,  but  were  held  in  reserve, 
and  had  no  opportunity  to  deliver  a  fire.  Three  of  my  men,  how 
ever,  were  wounded  by  fragments  of  shell.  My  total  loss  has  been 
two  hundred  and  twenty-four  in  killed  and  wounded — a  detailed  state 
ment  having  already  been  furnished  you.  When  it  is  stated  that  I 
entered  the  series  of  battles  with  less  than  four  hundred  men,  it  wili 
be  seen  that  the  proportion  is  very  heavy. 

.  That  there  were  many  stragglers  from  the  field  of  battl^,  is  not  to 
be  denied.  There  have  been  stragglers  from  every  field  since  the  war 
began.  As  a  general'rule,  however,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  niea 
fought,  throughout  the  whole  army,  as  if  each  individual  were  tho- 
jinpressed  with  the  belief  that  it  was  necessary  that  we  should 
LOUS  in  the  field  before  Richmond.  Amid  this  army  of  heroes, 
reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  myregiuient.  Whether  on  a 
in  the  field  exposed  to  fatigue  and  privation,  in  the  midst  of 
danger,  and  in  the.  face  of  death,  they  were  cheerful  und  obedient, 
prompt  and  daring.  No  order  was  giveg  that  they  did  not  cheerfully 
^and  faithfully  attempt  to  execute.  Where  all  befeaved  well,  it  is  diiS- 
"cult  to  make  distinction.  My  field  and  staff  did  their  full  duty.  Still  I 
desire  to  make  special  mention  of  my  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Thoraa.s  J, 
Fender.  He  was  every  where  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight ;  cool  and 
courageous,  encouraging  the  men  and  directing  them  in  their  duty. 
His  services  were  invaluable.  I  desire,  also,  to  make  special  men 
tion  of  Captains  Savage  Barry,  McLaurin  Gore,  and  Byrne.  Thoj 
were  all  conspicuous  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  all  wounded 
on  the  field,  the  last  three  very  seriously,  Captain  Byrne  having  lost 
an  arm. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient,  &c.f 

ROBERT  II.  COWAN., 
Colonel,  •  commanding  ISth  N.    0.   T. 


EEPORT  OF  COLONEL  EDWARDS  OF  THE  PART  TAKEN 
BY  THE  THIRTEENTH  REGIMENT  SOUTH  CAROLINA 
VOLUNTEERS. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRTEENTH  REGIMENT,  S.  C.  V.,  ) 

July  18,  1SG2.  5 

Captain  A.  C.  HASKBLL,  A.  A.   General : 

I.  The  thirteenth,  numbering  four  hundred  and  thirteen  (413)  men, 
reached  the  scene   of  -action    near   Mechanicsville   and   Beaver  Dam 
creek,  at  half  paet  six,  P-.  M.,  on  the  2Gth   June,  formed  line  of  battle 
and  remained  under  fire  of  shot  and  shell  untill  nine,   P.    M.*   when 
the  firing  ceased,  and  then  bivouacked  for  the  nigljt,  on  the  spot.    No 
casualties. 

II.  In  the  action  at  Beaver  Dam,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  my 
regiment  numbered  four  hundred   and   fourteen   (414.)     The  firo    of 
shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy's  battery   beyond  the  creek  opened  at 
four,  A.  M.,  sweeping  across  our    position,  and  continued  until  forty 
minutes  after  five,  when  we  advanced  half  a  mile  to   the  Mechanics- 
vine    turnpike,    halted  and   loaded.     Under  orders  to  support  Colonel 
Barnes,  twelfth  regiment  South  Carolina   volunteers,   I   advanced  in 
that  lutiturle  to  th'e  bridge  across  the  creek,  (thirty  five  minutes  after 
seven,  A.  M.,)  where  a   brk-f  delay  occurred   to  repair  the    bridge. 
Crossing  as  soon  as  the  work  was   completed,   I  pursued  the   march 
directly  on,  along  the  road  to  Walnut  Grove    church^   where,  at  ten 
minutes  after  nine,  A.  M.,  the  command  halted  until  ten  o'clock,  A. 
M.     No  casualties. 

III.  In  the  action  near  Powhite  creek,  about  noon  on  the  2^h,  my 
regiment  numbered  four  hundred  and  fourteen  (414.)     Und(flfcjMjier 
Ciders  extended,  I  moved,. supporting  Colonel  Barnes,  formrfl         Bf 
iattle  at  twelve,  M.     While  the  front  of  the  brigade  was  actilJHR. 
gaging  the  enemy,  I  moved  on  in  position  assigned  me,  through  ftme 
CLiups  of  the  enemy,  to  the  road  near  its  crossing '(a  bridge)  over  the 
Creek.     Halted  while,  the  brftge  was  being  repaired. 

Casualties. — Wounded  one.  * 

IV.  Into  the  action  at  Games'  farm,  or  Cold  Harbor,  my  regiment 
vren't  with  four  hundred  and   thirteen   (413)   men.     Under  orders  to 
support  Colonel  Hamilton,  first  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
I  moved  forward  at  two.  P.  M  ,  from  the  Powhite  creek,  eastward,  to 
wards  the  strong  position  held  by  the  enemy.     *Near  tli3  outset  of  this 
advance,  I  lost  some  men.     After  a  brief  pause,  by  order,  the  forward 
movement  was  .continued  until  we  reached  a  ravine  and  brook  between 
the  position,  about  this  time    assumed    by   Captain    Crenshaw's  field 
artillery,  and  the  main  front  of  the  enemy.     This  halt  of  the  brigade 
was  at  forty  minutes  after  two,  P.  M.     The  fire  under  which  my  regi 
ment  remained  here,  was  very  heavy,  and  from  the  ordering  forward 
of  the  commands  of  Colonels  Hamilton,  Marshall  and  Barnes,  it  waa 
double  fire  from  front  and  right.     Being  ordered  to  hold  the   position 
assigned  me  along  the  brook,  until  Colonel  Hamilton  should  fall  back, 
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I  held  the  pAition  and  awaited  that  event.  My  instructions  were  to 
hold  the  position,  and  be  ready  when  Colonel  Hamilton  fell  back,  and 
then  to  pour  a  destructive  volley  into  the  enemy  as  he  emerged  from 
the  pines;  that  Colonel  Hamilton  at  that  juncture,  would  take  posi 
tion  in  my  rear  to  support  me.  After  occupying  this  exposed  posi 
tion — exposed  by  reason  of  the  apparently  unimpeded  fire  of  small  arms 
pouring  constantly  upon  us  as  before  stated — for  an  hour  or  so,  without 
the  appearance  of  Colonel  Hamilton  or  his  command,  and  finding  my 
regiment  severely  pressed  and  partly  surrounded  by  the  enemy  upon 
iny  right,  where  I  had  expected  the  regiments  of  our  own  brigade, 
and  finding  the  availability  of  my  left  wing  materially  interfered  with 
by  the  bog  and  undergrowth,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  change  my  position 
slightly.,  I  accordingly  ordered  forward,  as  skjrinishers,  my  right 
company,  driving  th(^enemy  from  that  wood,  and  then  threw  my  regi 
ment  a  few  yards  across  the  brook,  with  a  visw  of  protecting  my  right 
(in  case  of  a  repetition  of  the  enemy's  former  movement)  and  as  the 
best  means  of  holding  my  position  as  ordered,  for  the  purpose  indicated 
in  that  order.  The  brook  is  passible  at  only  two  or  three  places  in  the 
position  occupied,  so  that  a  regular  movement  in  line  was  impracticable. 
In  the  confusion  produced  by  this  circumstance,  by  the  din  of  incessant 
cannon  and  small-arm  firing,  and  other  noise  incident  to  battle,  my 
commands  could  not  be  heard  perfectly,  and  the  irregular  nature  of 
the  gro*und  and  the  undergrowth  caused- a  separation  of  the  wings  of 
my  command.  Major  Farrow,  with  the  right  and  centre  companies, 
in  a  few  minutes  reported  to  Brigadier  General.  Gregg,  near  by,  and 
under  orders  from  him,  took  position  on  another  part  of  the  field.  A 
fragment  of  three  companies  of  the  It  ft,  under  my  command,  remained 
on  the  ground  until  night  and  victory  closed  the.  action.  Bivouacked 

CasujBH. — Killed,  4  ;  wounded,  44.     Total,  48  casualties.     Since 

V.  "out   ^giment  went  into  action  near  Willis'  church,  Monday  the 
30th  June,  numbering^  three  hundred  and  forty-two   (342)   men.     At 
half-past  five,  P.  M.,  we  halted  in»  a  wood  adjacent  to  the  action,  and 
were,  for  nearly  an  hour,  under  a  sporadic  fire  of  shells,  by  which  I 
losf  one  man  killed.     At  half-past  six,  the  brigade  moved  forward  to 
the  immediate  scene  of  the  battle.     My  regiment  moved,  under  same 
orders,  to  the  left,  by  successive  stages,  halting  frequently.   About  half- 
past  seven,  loaded,  fixed  bayonets,  and  when  it  neared  the  front  of  the 
supposed  enemy,  under  a  »galling  fire  of  small  arms  in   front,  it  was 
ordered  to  form  in  close  column  of  companies,  and  charge   bayonets 
through  a  deiise  copse.     This  movement  was  arrested  to  enquire  defi 
nitely  whether  friends  or  enemy  were  before  us,  for  darkness  utterly 
prevented  our  distinguishing  by  sight.     Inquirry  seemed  to  result  in 
determining  that  our  friends  were   before   us,   and   I   was   ordered  to 
move  by  the  right,  and  reform  in  the  road  from  which  the  charge  was 
made,  which  1  did  promptly,  and  bivouacked  there  for  the  night. 

VI.  My  regiment  numbered  two  hundred  and   sixty-nine   (269)  in 
the  action  at  Alalvern  Hill  or  Crew's  farm,  on  the  1st  July.     At  five, 
P.  M.,  we  were  marched,  with  some  halts,  perhaps   two  miles,  to  a 
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position  near  the  road,  where  our  line  of  battle  was  formed  abom 
eight,  P.  M.  Here  we  were  under  sporadic  fire  of  shells  until  about 
half-past  nine,  when  the  action  closed.  We  then  returned  to  our 
bivouac.  No  casualties. 

General  summary. — Grand  total,   killed,  5;   wounded,   60.     Grand 
total  casualties,  65;   since  dead  5;  deaths, •!<). 

The  conduct  and  bearing  of  my  regiment,  officers  and  men,  in  these 
actions  were,  with  a  few  exceptions,  highly  commendable.  They  were 
steady,  cool,  prompt  and  ready.  Under  the  most  "trying  ordeal  of  re- 
cjpiving  a  severe  fire  for  hours  without  returning  it,  they  proved  them 
selves  efficient  soldiers,  and  worthy  our  great  cause. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

0.  E.  EDWARDS, 
Colonel  Thirteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  MAYO. 

HEADQUARTERS  FORTY- SEVEN.TH  VIRGINIA  REGIMENT,  > 

July   15th,   1862r      5 

Brigadier  General  C.  W.  FIELD, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  Light  Division  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  hereby  to  report  the  action  of  the 
forty- seventh  Virginia  regiment  in  the  recent  engagements  before 
Richmond.  1  With  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  we  crossed  the  Chicka- 
hominy  at  Meadow  Bridge  on  Thursday  evening,  June  26th.  Nothing 
of  importance  occurred  until,  arriving  near  Mechanicsville,  we  were 
opened  upon  by  the  enemy's  batteries  "and  exposed  to  a  most  galling 
tire  until  late  at  night,  without  being  able  to  return  a  shot.  Our 
casualties  at  this  place  were  ten  in  number,  including  two  captains. 
On  the  next  morning  (Friday,  27th)  we  marched  in  the  direction  of 
Cold  Harbor,  and  again  came  up  with  the  enemy  at  Powhite  cr'eek, 
in  a  very  strong  positicn.  It  was  represented  by  some  that  it  was 
impossible  to  cross  the  creek  opposite  to*  our  position,  though  this 
proved  afterwards  to  be  entirely  erroneous.  The  brigade  being  or 
dered  to  advance  in  a  double  line,  with  the  forty-seventh  in  front,  we 
approaclfld  to  within  musket  range  and  opened  fire,  continuing  to 
advance  at  the  same  time.  But  no  sooner  had  we  commenced  firing 
than  the  second  line  also  opened  fire,  and,  finding  it  impossible  to 
check  it,  I  was  obliged  to  make  my  men  lie  down  whilst  loading,  and 
even  then  I  had  several  men  killed  and  wounded  by  my  friends  in  the 
rear.  Amo;ng  the  latter  was  Captain  Green,  a  most  gallant  and  effi 
cient  offic^L.  We  remained  upon  the  ground  until  our  ammunition 
was  expeWe'd,  and  then  retired  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  about  eighty 
yards  in.  our  rear.  Our  casualties. at  this  place  were  thirty-four,  the 
number  engaged  being  about  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  rank  and 
file.  We  did  not  again  participate  in  an  engagement  until  Monday, 
30th,  when  we  were  called  on,  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade  to  advance 
upon  two  batteries  of  the  enemy  that  had  been  taken  by  General 
Longstreet's  division,  but  which  had  been  recaptured.  The  forty- 
seventh,  with  the  second  Virginia  battalion,  were  ordered  to  advance 
upon  the  battery  on  the  left  of  the  road,  which  they  did,  charging  it 
immediately  in  front,  and  exposed  to  a  raking  fire  of  grape  and  can 
ister  for  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  As  soon  as  we  got  within  short 
musket  range  we  opened  fire,  continuing  to  advance  at  the  same  time, 
and  soon  drove  the  cannoneers  from  their  pieces.  We  followed  them 
up  until  we  arrived  at  a  position  about  fifty  yards'  beyond  their  bat 
tery,  when  we  wete  opened  upon,  both  on  our  right  and  .left  flanks, 
by  a  very  severe  fire.  Our  forces  in  all  not  amounting  to  three  hun 
dred,  a  halt  was  called  to  await  reinforcements,  and  in  the  meantime, 
at  the  suggestion  of  some  one  whose  name  I  have  not  been  able  to 
find  out,  one  of  the  enemas  guns  was  trained  to  the  left,  the  fire 
from  that  quarter  being  much  the  hottest,  and  a  fire  opened  upon 
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them.  The  fire  from  the  front  having  nearly  ceased,  while  that  on 
the  right  and  left  still  continued,  I  caused  my  command  to  be  formed 
in  the  road,  so  as  to  protect  the  hattery  from  either  of  those  direc 
tions.  About  this  time  you  rode  up,  for  the  second  time,  and  ordered 
us  to  cease  firing  the  cannon,  as  we  might  injure  some  of  our  friends 
in  advance.  It  was  then  quite  dark.  Shortly  after  we  ceased  firing 
the  cannon,  and  you  had  ridden  off  to  another  portion  of  the  brigade, 
the  sounds  of  horses'  hoofs  were  heard  advancing  from  the  direction 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  regiment  was  cautioned  to  be  on  their  guard. 
They  turned  -out  to  be  four  horsemen,  who,  riding,  up  upon  our  left, 
enquired  who  we  were.  I  called  out  at  the  top  of  my  voice, 
"Vriends,"  but  some  one  on  the  left  having  unwittingly  called 
**  Forty-seventh  Virginia  regiment,"  two  of  the  party  turned  back 
and  rode  off  at  a  double-quick  down  the  road.  They  were  instantly 
fired  at,  and  one  of  them,  wttb  turned  out  afterwards  to  be  Major 
Biddl-3,  adjutant  general  to  General  Macall  or  McCall,  was  killed. 
The  other  two  were  captured,  and  turned  out  to  be  M ijor  General 
McCall  and  one  pf  his  couriers.  They  were  both  immediately  sent 
to  the  rear.  Nothing. more  of  importance  that  night,  and  wo  were 
not  actively  engaged  on  Tuesday,  though  somQwhat  exposed  to  the 
enemy's  artillery,  ^fhe  casualties  in  this  engagement  were  thirty- 
four,  the  total  number  engaged  being  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  rank 
and  file,  making  the  total  number  ot" casualties  in  all  three  engage 
ments  seventy-eight.  The  conduct  of  those  who  remained%ith  their 
regiment  was  so  uniformly  good  that  I  find  it  almost  impossible  to 
make  any  distinctions.  I,  however,  make  the'following  recommenda 
tions  for  promotion :  Private  T.  V.  Sanford,  company;  E,  clerk  in 
commissary  department,  to  the  place  of  second  lieutenant  in  company 

D,  in  which  there  are   two  vacancies;  private  Schooler,  company   I, 
color-bearer,  to  be  made  color-sergeant,  and  private  Masmi,  co'mpany 

E.  to  be  made  sergeant  in  said  company. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  M.  MAYO, 
Colonel  Forty-seventh   Virginia  regiment. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  EDMONDS. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRTY-EIGHTH  VA.  VOLUNTEERS,  ) 
August  15,  1862. 

Colonel  R.  II.  CHJLTON,  A.  A.  General: 
•  • 

SIR  :  Having  been  absent  for  some  -weeks  after  the  engagement  at 
Malvejrn  Hill,  July  1st,  1862,  the  last  of  the  series  of  battles  around 
Richmond,  on  account  of  sickness,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow 
ing  report  of  the  part  my  regiment  acted  on  that  occasion, -and  re 
spectfully  request  that  it  be  filed  with  the  report  of  the  General  com 
manding,  %s  I  consider  the  report  furnished  by  Major  J.  R.  Cabcl! 
incomplete  in  many  particulars  : 

My  regiment  (the  thirty-eighth  Virginia,  volunteers,)  formed  the 
advance  of  Brigadier  General  L.  A.  Arrnistead's  brigade,  General 
Huger's  division,  which  was  the  leading  brigade  on  that  day.  We 
proceeded,  cautiously  feeling  our  way,  and  reconnoitering  diligently, 
to  prevent  falling  unexpectedly  upon  the  enemy,  who  might  hav.e  been 
in  ambush,  in  many  of  the  swamps  and  thick  woods  fronting  Malvern 
Hill.  We  806*11  became  aware  of  his  presence,  when  we  were  formed 
in  the  woods  opposite  to  his  position  and  skirmishers  thrown  out 
from  each  regiment  tc  feel  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  learn  some« 
what.the  strength  of  his  position  and  numbers,  my  skirmishers  being 
under  the  command  of  M;gor  J.  ,R.  Cabell.  Tho  skirmishers  soon 
engaged  the  enemy,  each  holding  his  position,  no  orders,  as  yet,  hav 
ing  been  given  to  advance.  Daring  the  skirmi.-hing,  General  Armis-" 
tead  and  myself  reconnoitered  the  position  of  the  enemy,  from  a  good 
stand  point,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  a  strong  glass,  readily  detected 
his  presence,  in  force,  and  the  advantages  of  his  position.  Major 
Generals  Magruder  and  Longatrect  came  up  in  turn  and  observed  iho 
enemy  frcm  the  several  points  to  which  1  conducted  them,  and  left,  ^ 
perfectly  satisfied,  as  I  supposed,  of  the  impossibility  of  charging 
them  from  the  position,  which  our  advance  (Armistead's  brigade)  held, 
unless  supported  by  a  large  amount  of  artillery,  as  General  Magru 
der  remarked,  "it  would  take  thirty  'pieces  of  the  heaviest  calibre." 
This,  I  supposed,  had  been  determined  upon,  as  the'Colonrls  com- 
manding  the  regiments,  were  immediately  ordered  to  pull  dflwn  the 
fencing  in  their  front  preparatory  to  advancing  our  skirmishers,  sup 
ported  by  the  rgimental  reserves,  so  as  to  force  back  the  enemy's 
skirmishers,  with  a  view  of  bringing  up  our  artillery.  So  soon  aft 
the  fencing  was  removed,  the  order  was  given  to  drive  in  the  enemy* 
which  was  being  done  in  the  most  succe?sfal  manner,  when  I  received 
an  order,  or  rather.  General  Armistead,  with  hat  off  and  arm  uplifted, 
•waved  us  to  charge,  where  and  upon  what  I  was  at  a  loss  to  imagine. 
It  could  not  have  been  to  support  our  skirmishers  ;  they  needed  none, 
for  they  were  driving  the  enemy's  pickets  before  them.  It  could  only 
then  have  been  the  main  position  of  the  enemy  upon  which  we  were 
to  charge.  The  charge  was  made  most  gallantly,  by  my  regiment,  a 
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portion  of  the  fourteenth  and  fifty-third  Virginia  regiments,  under 
the  lead  of  their  respective  Colonels,  up  the  hill,  across  the  e,xtecsive 
plateau,  and  through  the  valley,  until  we  arrived  at  the  hill  nearest 
the  position  of  the  enemy.  We  were*  here  supported  by  a  Georgia 
regiment,  who  having  charged  under  mistaken  orders,  were  returned 
to'their  original  position  ^vith  General  Wright's  brigade.  Thus  it 
was  that  my  regiment,  with  a  part  of  the  fourteenth,  under  the  com 
mand  of  a  captain,  a  part  of  the  fifty-third.  Colonel  Tomlin,  held  this 
advanced  position  for  three  hours,  awaiting  orders.  Receiving  none', 
I  sent  Major  Cabell  to  General  Armistead,  asking  orders,  who  re 
turned  with  instructions  that  we  must- hold  our  position,  and  that  re 
inforcements  would  soon  be  at  liand.  I  am  proud  to  say  we  did  hold 
our  position,  through  all  the  storm  of  bullets,  canister,  grape,  shell, 
with  occasional  shells  from  the  huge  pieces  playing  upon  u^  from  the 
gunboats,  until  we  saw  the  gallant  Wright,  with  hat  off,  and  glitter 
ing  blade,  leading  his  brigade  across  the  hill,  to  our  support.  New 
life  was  infused  among  those  wearied  with  watching  and  waiting. 
Every  man  was  at  his  post,  loud  shouts  of  welcome  rent  the  air;  all 
sprang  to  their  feet,  feeling  certain  of  victory,  with  such  a  support. 
*  Being  the  ranking  Colonel  of  the  brigade,  (Colonel  Hodges  being 
stunned,  arid  having  his  beard  singed  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell,  when 
just  emerging  from  the  woods,)  General  Armistead  bojng  absent.  I 
gave  the  order  to  charge,  which  was  most  gallantly  performed  by  all 
engaged.  •  Again  leading,  closely  followed  by  Wright's  brigade,  until 
we  reached  the  musket  range  of  the  enemy's  supports  to  his  artillery, 
where  the  fire  from  both  became  so  gulling,  a  momentary  pause  en 
sued;,  six  times  was  the  attempt  made  to  charge  the  batteries  by  the 
regiments  of  Armistead' s  brigade,  just  mentioned,  and  as  many  times 
did  they  fail  for  want  of  support  on  the  left,  involving  the  necessity 
of  falling  back  a  short  ^ibtance  under  cover  of  the  brow  of  the  hill. 
Every  man  behaved  most  nobly  on  that  occasion.  All,  officers  and 
men,  heedless  of  the  deadly  fire  to  which  they  were  exposed,  seemed 
only  intent  upt)h  gaining  the  enemy's  position.  I  have  the  painful 
*duty  to  announce  the  loss  of  my  color-sergeant,  L.  P.  II  Tarpley, 
first  color-corporal  C.  Gilbert,  and  private  Parker,  company  F,  who 
fell  upon  the  field,  while  bearing  the  colors,  in  advance  of  the  regi 
ment,  during  the  charges  made,  Color-corporals  Watkins,  Burling 
ton  'and  Gregory,  were  severely  wounded,  each  in.  turn,  as  they 
graspc,^  the  colors.  They  were  then  seized  by  Lieutenant  ^o^nel 
wEmlc,  who  was  badly  wounded,  and  compelled  to  retire:  Cap'aip, 
Daniel,  volunteer  officer,  commanding  company  F,  then  took  them, 
and  ho,  too,  fell,  severely  woundtd  in  three  places,  and  was  borne 
from  the  field.  I  then  took  thefc  for  a  while,  and  when  in  the  act  .of 
handin;  them  ovtr  to  the. only  remaining  color,  guard,  who  claimed 
the  ri^ht  to  carry  them,  the  staff  was  shattered,  the  flag  falling,  hut 
not  upon  the  ground,  it  was.  caught  by  color-corporal  VVilliaai  Bo- 
hannon,  who  stuck  it  upon  his  musket,  and  gallantly  bore  it  the  re 
mainder  of  the  fight.  I  beg  to  mention  particularly  all  of  my  color 
guard,  as  deserving  the  highest  commendation,  and  would  recommend 
that  some  distinctive  badge  be  given  them.  I  also  desire  to  return 
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my  tliatika  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  P.  B.  Whittle,  who  acted  his  part 
most    gallantly,   proving  himself  worthy  of   the  position  he  held — 
tdaring  all  things,  -fearing  nothing.     Volunteer  Captain  R.  T.  Daniel 
performed  every  duty  in  the  most  creditable  manner.     Though  among 
strangers,  his  deeds  won  their  confidence  and  respect,  and  attested  his 
gallantry.     I  observed  him,  particularly  when  waving  the  colors  and 
urging  the  men  forward,  not  a  muscle  or  nerve  betraying  a  want  of 
firmness.     Calmness  and  composure  was  expressed  in  every  lineament 
of  his  countenance,  and  there    stood,  like   a  veteran,  until   pierced 
three  times  by  the  enemy's  balls.     Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  thia 
brave  young  officer,  who  thus  showed  his*willingness  to  serve  his  coun 
try,  and  determination  to  expel  the  enemies  of  her  peace  and  dignity. 
To  the  officers  and  men  of  company  A,  commanded  by  Captain  D.  C. 
Townes ;  company    B,    Junior    Second   Lieutenant  James   Warren ; 
company  C,  First  Lieutenant  A.  Anderson  ;  company  D,  -First  Lieu 
tenant  N.  D.  Price  ;  company  E,  Captain  T.  M.  Tyree  ;  company  If, 
Captain  R.  T.  Daniel ;  company  G,  Captain  H.  L.  Lee,  and  company 
K,  Captain  G.  R.  Griggs,  I  return  my  hearty  thanks,  more  particu 
larly  because  of  their  ready  co-operation  and   witting  obedience  to 
every  order,  and  their  conspicuous  gallantry,  while   urging  forward 
their   men    through   such    destructive  fire.     Major  J.  .R.  Cabell  also 
performed  his  duty  in   a  highly  creditable  and  satisfactory  manner, 
and  behaved  with   coolness,  while  in   charge  of  the  skirmishers    and 
wjjen  sent  for   instructions  to    General  Armstead  at   a  subsequent 
period.     My  adjutant,  A.  G.  Smith,  was  always  at  his  post,  and  with 
a  calmness  and  composure,  and  utter,  disregard  of  danger,  peformed 
his  duty  in  a  manner  reflecting  the  highest  honor  and  praise.'    The 
other  officers  present  behaved  well^and  performed  their  duty  like  men. 
Lieutenant  N.   D.  Price,  commanding  company  D,  who  fell  mortally 
wounded,  at  the  head  of  his  company,  performed  his  duty,  on  thia 
occasion,  as  on  all  others,  with  marked  coolness  and  bravery.     He 
died  as  he- had  lived,  a  bright  and  shining  ornament  to  society  and 
his  church.     He  -lived  a  Christian  ;  he  died  a  hero  and  martyr.     No 
man   or  officer  fell  on   that   occasion  with   more  honor,  or  deserving 
more  undying  laurels.     My  surgeon,  James  N.  Macalpine,  and  As 
sistant   Surgeon   T.  W.  White,  are  deserving   the  highest   praise  for 
their  unremitting  attention  to  the  wounded — -the  one  for  the  faithful 
manner  he  followed  his  regiment,  bearing  off  the  wounded,  amid  the 
leaden  hail;   the  other  for  the  scientific  and  untiring  manner  lie  per 
formed  his  duties.     Such  was   their   attention  and  assiduty,  that  the 
wounded  were  moved   from  the.  field,  their  wounds  dressed  and  cared 
for,  and  all  sent   to  the   hospitals,  in  the  early   morning.     The  one 
snatched  them  from  the  mouth  of  the  cannon,  the  other  from  the  jaw's 
.  of  death.     Each   proved   themselves  with  hearts   to  sympathise  with 
the  wounded,  and  hands  ready  and  willing  to  offer  every  assistance. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  EDMONDS, 
Colonel  Thirty-Eighth  Virginia  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR*  CABELL, 

r  YIRI 
July  11,  1862. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRTY-EIGHTH  REGIMENT  VIRGINIA  VOLS.,  ) 


Captain  J.  D.  DARDEN, 

A.  A.  General,  Fourth  Brigade,  Huger^s  Division  : 

SIR  :  I  most  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  thirty-eighth  Virginia  regiment  in  the  engagement  with 
the  enemy  at  Malvern  Hill,  July  1,  1862: 

I,  with  fifty  men,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  was  ordered  to  proceed 
to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  to  watch  and  report  the  movements  oi  the 
enemy.  Soon  after  which  1  was  ordered  to  pull  down  the  fence,  and 
advance  my  lines,  which  was  accordingly  being  done,  when  Colonel 
Edmonds  came  up  with  the  regiment,  in  single  file,  with  orders  to 
charge  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  drive  them  in,  and  hold  the  hill. far 
enough  in  advan'ce  for  our  artillery  to  get  position,  and  play  upon 
the  enemy.  The  charge  was  well  executed  ;  and,  as  the  regiment  came 
up,  I  ordered  my  command  to  join  in  with  it.  and  the  enemy  were 
driven  pell-mell  before  them;  and  we  held  our  position  from  twelve, 
o'clock,  M.,  until  about  half-pagt  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  Generals 
Mahone  and  Wright  came  up  with  their  brigades.  The  order  wag 
given  to  charge,  which  was  obeyed  with  promptness  and  alacrity,  tho 
thirty-eighth  being  on  the  right,  and  leading  the  charge.  v  After  get 
ting  in  about  seventy-five  yards  of  the  enemy,  they  were  halted,  and 
commenced  a  terrific  fire,  after  wh;ch  the  order^was  again' given  to 
charge,  which  the  men  did  most  gallantly — attempted  five  separate 
and  distinct  charge?,  but  were  compelled  to  fall  back,  for  the  double 
reason  of  not  being  supported  on  the  left  and  the  heavy  reinforce 
ments  coming  up  to  the  support  of  the  enemy  The  regiment  re 
mained  upon  the  advanced  line  until  nightfall,  when  they  were  with 
drawn  by  Colonel  l^dmonds,  after  all  the  ammunition  had  been 
exhauFted.  The  men  ail  ihe  time  displayed  great  individual  coolness, 
courage  and  gallantry,  doing,  during  the  whole  fight,  the  most  terri 
ble  execution. 

Our  color- sergeant,  L.  II.  P.  Tapley,  to  whom  the  colors  were 
given  upon  the  battle-field  at  Seven  Pines  by  Major  General  D.  II. 
Hill,  which  he  promised  he  would  carry  until  he  fell,  dUl  not  falsify 
his  word.  He  always  kept  the 'colors  in  advance — the  last  order 
given  him  being  to  move  slower.  •  The  colors  were  then  taken  suc- 
ce^sively  by  color-corporals  Cornelius  Gilbert,  mortally  wounded — 
since  dj^d — C.  C.  Gregory,  John  Bullington  and  L.  D.  Watkins,  all 
severely  wounded.  Private  Churchwell  Parker,  company  F,  thea 
took  them,  and  was  almost  instantly  killed.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Whittle  then  to^k  the  colors,  and  gallantly  bore  them  forward,  when 
he,  too,  whilst  continually  in  advance  of  the  regiment,  was  severely 
wounded,  having  the  larger  bone  in  one  arm  broken..  Captain  R.  T. 
Daniel,  adjutant  fifth  Kentucky  regiment,  being  on  furlough,  volun- 
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teered  for  the  fight,  and  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  company  F, 
grasped  the  colors,  and  coolly  and  calmly  waving  them,  appeared  not 
to  be  moving  a  muscle,  save  the  motion  of  his  arm.  He  w  as  calling 
on  the  company,  which  he  so  well  commanded,  to  rally  around  .jthem 
when  he  fell,  pierced  with  three  balls.  As  he  fell,  he  drove  ^the  staff 
into  the  ground,  still  hoi  ling  on  to  it,  until  taken  from  him  by  Colo 
nel  Edmonds,  in  whose  hands  the  staff  was  soon  after  shot, with  grape, 
and  literally  shivered  into  fragments.  The  colors  were  borne  from 
theHeld  by  the  only  remaining  color-corporal,  William  M.  Bohannon, 
upon  a  musket,  and,  upon  examination,  were  found  to  have  bejpn  ' 
pierced  in  fifty  places.  It  is  with  deep  sorrow  and  profound  r 
that  I  have  to  report  the  death  of  First  Lieutenant  Nap^le.-on  D  i'r.re. 
commanding  company  !).  who  tVll,  shot  thr'»;_  vhils: 

gallantly  charging  in  «•: -ivunce  of  his  tv-inp-my.  calling  «n  th 
low  him.  He  was  a  generous,  high-toned,  honorable,  Christian  gen 
tleman,  and,  I  doubt  not,  is  'now  enjoying  peace  and  heavenly  re-t. 
All  the  officers  of  the  regiment  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  charg 
ing,  in  every  instance,  in  advance  of  their  respective  commands. 
Such  wa£  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers,  that  1.  feel  that  if  would  be 
doing  injustice  to  mention  one  above  another;'  and  I  feel  sure  all 
they  desire  is  the  consciousness  of  having  done  their  duty,  which.  / 
am  sure,  all  should  feel.  Colonel  Edmonds  and  Colonel  Whittle  may 
•have  some  such  to  'report ;  if  so,  they  will  attend^to  it  at  some  future 
day.  The  number'reported  among,  the  non  commissioned  officers  and 
privates  for  individual  gallantry  is  so  large  that  I  cannot  .give  it  with 
this.'  If,  however,  the  General  desires  it,  1  will  have  a  list  of  their 
names  made  out  arid  forwarded  to  him. 

1  am,  sir.  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEl'tf  R.  CABELL, 
Mnjor  commanding  Thirty-Eighth  Virginia 


REPORT  of 'those  who  Distinguished  themselves  in  th*  Thirty -Eighth 
Virginia  Volunteers,  at  the  Battle  of  Malvsrn  Hill,  July  1,  1862: 

Company  A — Captain  Townes  reports  all  of  his  men  as  having 
fought  bravely  and  well,  particularly  private  George  A.  Finch. 

Company  B. — Company  commander  absent.  Regimental  com 
mander  reports  all  as  having  fought  bravely.  Sergeant  W.  I.  Atkins, 
and  privates  Green,  Jones,  John  Arthur,  James  Dunn  and  George  J. 
Shelton,  as  worthy  of  especial  motion 

Company  (7 — Lieutenant  Anderson  reports  all  as  having  behave i 
well — Sergeant  J.  J.  Cassada,  Color-Corporal  William  Boh-inTion, 
prhates  R.  L.  Sneed,  A.M.  Simpson,  Alexander  Prewett,  Benjajniri 
H.*  Lewis.  Eli  J.  Lewis,  specially.' 

(  <  mpany  D. — Lieutenant  Herndon  reports  all  as  having  behaved  so 
wel  that  he  cannot -make  distinctions 'without  doing  injustice. 

(cn\pariy  E — Captain  Tyree  severely  wounded  and  absent.  Lieu 
tenant  Knight,  now  commanding,  reports  all  as  having  fought  bravely, 
30 


466 

•     -      9 

except  one  or  two,  and  reports  Sergeant  Miller,  privates  John  T. 
Brown,  John  Davis,  Hillery  Bolten,  J.  C.  Clayton,  Larkin  Davis, 
Kilech  and  W.  H.  Howerton,  wounded. 

Company  F. — Captain  R,  T.  Daniel,  commander.  He  is  absent, 
wounded.  The  regimental  commander  reports  all  as  having  fought 
well,  except  one  or  two.  He  regards  privates  Churchwell  Parker  and 
Daniel  Iloilnett,  who  were  killed,  and  priyafe  Joseph  Singleton,  as 
worthy  of  special  mention. 

Company  G. — Captain  Lee  reports  the  company  as  having  behaved 
well.  He  desires  to  mejition  the  following-named  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  as  having  displayed  individual  gallantry  :  'Ser 
geant  II.  II.  Moore,  Corporal  Robert  F.  Mackasey,  privates  W.  W. 
Graves, ^Alexander  Gilchrist,  Alexander  Nethery,  R.  D.  Riggins, 
John  D  *Algood,  Samuel  W.  Crowder,  James  Singleton,  George  T. 
Tucker,  C.  S.  Roffe  and  Henry  Hoteln. 

"Company  H. — The  regimental  commander  reports  private  Dudley  as 
worthy  of  special  mention. 

Company  I. — Captain  W..  W.  Wood  was  severely  shocked  by  a  bomb 
early  in  the  action.  The  regimental  commander  reports  all  ^shaving 
behaved  well.  € 

Company  K. — Captain  Griggs  reports  all -as  having  behaved  so  well 
that  he  cannot  mention  one  above  another  without  doing  injustice 
The  regimental  commander  reports  the  color-sergeant' and  guard  as 
having  won  for  themselves  immortal  honor.  It  consisted  of  Sergeant 
'L.  P.  H.  T-arpley,  killed,  whilst  gallantly  carrying  the  colors  in  ad 
vance  of  the  regiment;  Color-Corporals  Cornelius  Gilbert,  mortally 
wounded,  since  dead,  for  the  same  ;  Color-Corporals  L.  D.  Watkins, 
C.  C.  Gregory  and  John  Bullington,  for  gallantly  bearing  the  colors, 
in  turn,  in  advance'  of  the  regiment.  Color-Corporal  William  Bohan- 
non  behaved  gallantly,  anil  brought  our  colors  from  the  field  upon  a 
musket,  the  staff  having  previously  been  shivered  into  fragments. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  R.  CABELL, 
Major  commanding  Thirty-Eighth  Virginia  Volunteers. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  DESIILER. 

• 

CAMP  NEAR  SWIFT  CREEK,* July  16,  1862. 

Brigadier  General  W.  'N.  PENDLETON,  . 

Chief  of  Artillery,  C.  S.  A.,  in  ike  field  :, 

GENERAL:  In  compliance  with  your  letter  of  yesterday,  to  Gene 
ral  Holmes,  I  enclose,  herewith,  a  report  of  the  number  of  batteries 
serving  with  this  division: 

You  will  notice  in  the  column  of  remarks  opposite  to  Graham's  bat 
tery,  that'that  battery  lost  two  guns  (one  rifled  Parrott  ancf  one  six- 
pounder)  near  Malvern  Cliif,  on  the  30th  June,  though  the  battery 
was  not  directly  in  action. 

Yrhile  the  division  was  in  position  ne.ar  2Jew  Market-,  on  the  after- 
-noon  of  the  30th,  I  received  directions  from  General  Holmes,* to  take 
six  rifle  guns  and  go  to  a  position  down  the  road,  towards  Malvern 
Cliff,  to  be  shown  to  me  by  Captain  Meade,  enginer  corps,  and  there* 
to  open  upon  the  enemy.  Accordingly,  I  proceeded  with'  six  rifle 
guns,  taken  by  sections,  from  Brem's,  Branch's^  and  French's  batte 
ries,  with  the  thirtietlf  Virginia  as  a  support,  opwn  the  road  towards 
the  enemy's  position  o*n  Malvern  Cliff.  Captain  Meade  accompanied 
me?  and  designated  two  points  as  practicable  for  establishing  a  bat 
tery.  Upon  consultation  with  him,  and  also  Major.  Stevens,  engi 
neers,  I  selected  a  position, .and,  after  great  difficulty  succeeded  in 
getting  five  guns  in  battery.  This  difficulty  was  caused  by  a  heavy 
growth  of  forest  timber,  and  much  undefbrush.  In  order  to  get  the 
guns  in  position  it  was  necessary  to  leave  the  road,  and  £po  for  some 
distance  through  a  thick  wood.  In  the  meantime,  whilst  I  was  thus 
occupied,  General  Holmes  had  brought  his  divisiqp  down  the  road,  to 
support  this  advancednbattery.  Being  in  front  myself,  I, saw  nothing 
of  the  batteries  until  ten,  P.  M.,  of  that  night,  so  that  the  facts -I  now 
give  you  relative  to  the  loss  of  these  guns,  are  from  the  evidence  of 
others  and  not  from  my  own  personal  observation.  . 

As  soon  as  I  had  the  rifle  gun  battery  in  position,  and  received 
•word  from  General  Holmes  that  the  infantry  were  imposition  ttx  sup 
port  me,'I  opened  fire.  The.  enemy  immediately  responded  with  a 
Very  large  battery,  or  .rather  a  number  of  batteries,  situated  on  a, 
commanding  cliff  or  hill.  Their  guns  occupied  slich  an  extent  of 
ground,  that  it  gave.tfrem  almost  a  crossfire  upon  me.  .It  Was  impos 
sible  to  tell  accurately,  the  number  o£  pieces  .that'they  had  in  battery  ; 
I  tried  to  count  them,  but  could  not  do  so,  as  they  made  such  a  smoke 
that  I  could  not  see  their  line  clearly.  I  judged  that  they  had  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  pieces  playing  upon  rny  battery.  Being  so  much  su-- 
perior  to  me  in  metal;  after  about  an  hour's  firing,  .they  had  pretty 
well  disabled  my  battery,  so  many  men  being  wounded  that^the  guns 
could  not  be  properly  served,  and  it  being  necessary  to  disable  the 
caissons  in  order  to  supply  the  pieces  with  horses.  One  or  two  limbers 


v.     468 

and  caissons  were  blown  up.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  ceased  firing, 
and  withdrew  'my  pieces.  None  of  the  guns* or  caissons  which  were  in 
action  were  lost;  but,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  unfortunately,  the  reserve 
'batteries  were  so  situated  that  the  enemy's  shell  and  shot,  which  passed 
over  my  battery,  fell  amongst  them  ;  in  addition,  they  were  exposed 
to  a  heavy  cross  fire  from  gunboats  in  James  river.  At  this  time, 
there  appears  to  have  been  very  bad  conduct  on  the  part  of  some  of 
the  artillery.  Graham's  battery  seems  to  have  completely  stampeded; 
the  pieces  and  caissons  got  entangled  amongst  the  trees,  and  some  of  the 
drivers  cut  their  traces  and  ran  off  upon  the  horses ;  the  whole  thing 
resulting  in  the  loss  of  tw.o  guns  and  three  caissons.  Of  all  this  I 
was  totally  ignorant  until  about  nine  or  ten  o'clock  at  night.  Cap 
tain  Graham  by  that  time  had  succeeded  in  collecting  some  of  his 
horses  and  men..  I  went  back  with  him,  and  endeavored  to  recover  his 
£uns  and  caissons.  One  caisson  was  recovered,  being  near  the  road. 
The  remaining,  carriages  it  was  found  impossible  to  find,  owing  to  the 
•darkness  and  the  pieces  being*  off  the  road  in  a  thick  wood.  Captain 
Graham  went  back  in  the  morning,  but  reported  that  the  enemy's 
pickets  had  possession  of  the  ground.  He  went  again  after  the  en- 
*«my  had  evacuted  their  position  on  Malvern  Hill,  but  found  that  his 
guns  had  been  taken  off;  he  thinks  they  were  taken  into  Richmond, 
under  the  supposition«that  they  had  been  abandoned  by  the  enemy; 
upon  tHis  point  I  cannot  %ven  give  an  opinion.  This  whole  matter 
will  be  made  the  subject  of  investigation,  as  General  Holmes  has  or 
dered  charges  to  be  preferred  ngainst  the  officers  upon,  whom,  at  pre 
sent,  the  responsibility  appears  to  rest. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  turn  from  the  relation  of 'these  mortify 
ing  circumstances  in  order  t^>  call  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  de 
partment  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  <few  officers  and  men  who  were 
under  my  immediate  command,  at  the  rifle  battery.  Captain  Branch, 
first  Lieutenant  Cooper,  of  Frenches  battery,  and  "first  Lieutenant 
Coleman,  of  Brem€  battery,  served  their  pieces  themselves,  and  did 
everything  that  men  could  do  to  encourage  theft  men,  and  make  their 
fire  effective,  under  a  very  hot  fire,  from  a  much  larger  number  of.the 
enemy's  guns.  .Lieutenant 'Cooper  was  wouruled  severely,  but  de 
clined  to  leave  the  field,  until  positively  ordered  to  go  to  the  surgeon. 
After  he  was  disabled  Sergeants  Jesse  Newton  and  George  Newton 
had  charge  of  the  two  pieces,  and  ac*ted  very  gallantly.  Other  cases 
of  .individual  good  conduct  I  witnessed,'  but  cannot  give1  names,  as  the 
men  were  mostly  .strangers  to  me. 

Several  of  the  batteries  are  much  in  need  oilmen;  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  sickness  amojigst  them,  though  generally -not  of  a  serious  na 
ture.  J  have  directed  the  capfains  of  batteries,  in*need  of  men,  to 
write  the  officers  in  charge  of  conscripts  of  their  respective  States,  and 
ask  them  to  forward  the  number  of  conscripts  necessary  to  fill  up 
their  batteries. 

General  Holmes  has  recommended 'that  Cohooa's  battalion,  which 
has  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  effective  men,  partly  from 
Virginia  and  partly  from  North  Carolina,  be  disbanded  as  an  infantry 
battalion,  and  the  men  assigned  to  the  batteries  of  this  division. 
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If  his  recommendation  shcruld  be  complied  with,  this  number  would, 
just  about  supply  us. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  DES  FILER, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery,  dep'i  N.  C.    . 
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%EPORT  OF  COLONEL  BARNES. 


HEADQUARTER^  TWELFTH  REGIMENT  S.  C.  V.,  ^ 
Hill,  July  J7;   18(12.       <> 


Captain  A.  C.  HASKELL,  A.  A.  General: 

SIR:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  •brigade  headquarters,  I  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  part  performed  by  the  twelfth  regiment. 
in  the  late  battles  before  Richmond  :  * 

On  ,the  26th  ultimo,  about  five  o'clock,  F.  M.,  we  crossed  the  Chicka- 
hominy  near  the  Central  railroad,  having  bivouacked  the  night  pre- 
vious,  some  five  miles  below  that  point  on  the  Meadow  Bridge  road. 
Immediately  after  crossing,  we  turned  in  the  direction  of  Mechanics- 
ville.  I  had  not  advanced  far  before  we  came  under  the  shells  of  the 
enemy  who  had  been  attacked  by  the  advanced  forces  of  our  division. 
We  continued  our  march  until  we  came  within  a  half  or  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  from  the  point  at  which  the  battle  was  progressing,  formed 
in  line  of  battle  in  a  flat  where  we  were  enabled  to  protect  ourselves 
from  the  shells  and  shot  of  the  enemy  by  lyinrg  on  the  ground.  In 
this  position  we  remained  during  the  night,  being  annoyed  considera 
bly  by  the  shells,  until  a  short  time  before  dark,  when  the  nring 
ceased.  With  the  exception  of  one  man,  who  was  very  slightly  in 
jured  by  a  pie'ce  of  shell,  we  escaped  unhurt.  ./ 

Early  the  next  morning  we  marched  across  the  Mechanicsville  turn 
pike  road  in  tne  direction  of  Beaver  Dam  creek.  Arriving  withit. 
half  a  mile  of  that  stream  we  halted,  formed  line  of  battle  and  sent 
forward  company  B.'  Captain  MJler,  as  skirmishers.  We  were  ther 
ordered  by  General  Gregg,  to  cross  the  stream  and  occupy  the  hill? 
beyond.  This  order  was  promptly  executed,  'and  without  much  re 
sistance,  except  from  scattering  shots  from  the  pickets  of  the  enemy, 
who  lied  as  we  advanced.  We  were  now  in  full  view  of  deserted 
carn'ps  arid  burning  fires  in  front.  We  immediately  continued  our 
march,  and  about  half  a  mile  further  we  entered  .a  piece  of  woods 
where  a  large'heap  of  commissary  and  Bother  stores  were  or  fire  ;  but 
the^  quantity  of  .knapsacks,  oil-cloths  and  other  articles  scattered 
through  the  woods,  and  along  the  roads,  gave  unmistakable  evidence 
that  the  enemy  had  left  his  camp.  in  great  haste. 

Here  we  halted  a  short  time,  when  General  Gregg  came  up  and 
ordered  the  regiment  to  be  formed  in'  column  of  companies,  and  toiad- 
vance  in  that  order.  *  Just  af  this  moment  I  was  toM  that  the  enemy 
had  been  seen  on  our  left.  This  fact  I  communicated  to  the  General, 
when  he  ordered  the  two  left  companies  to  be  sent  in  that  direction 
to  reconnoitre.  Immediately  company  B,  Captain  Miller,,  and  com- 
pany  K,  Captain  Neville,  were  sent,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Jones.  The  regiment  now  moved  off  in  columns,  and  soon  arrived 
at  a  church,  wherewe  met  with  General  Jackson's  command,  or  a 
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portion  of  it.  We  remained  here  a  short  time,  during  which,  the  two 
'companies  sent  out  to  reconnoitre  on  our  left  s-mt  in  nine  prisoners, 
and  soon^fter  earne  themselves,  .bringing  eight  morcfp making  seven 
teen  in  all  eaptuied.  AVe  continued  the  march  without  further  resist 
ance  until  we  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Games'  Mill,  on.  Powhite 
creek.  Here,  the  enemy  making  clemonstraiions  of  resistance,  the 
regiment  was  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  company  B,  Captain  Miller, 
'thrown  forward  as  skirmishers.  A  spirited  attacl^  being  made  by  the 
skirmishers,  and  at  the  same  time  a  few  sh  tills  being  thrown  from  one 
of  our  batteries,  the  enemy  were  soon  put  to  flight,  making  towards. a 
pine  thicket  beyond  the  creek.  Advancing  to  the  creek  we  found  the 
bridge  torn  up  ;  the  regiment  was  oidered  to  cross  on  the  dam,  and 
after  crossing' to  wait  for  orders.  In  a  short  time  the  bridge  was  re 
paired  so  as  to  "enable  the  whole  command  to  cross.  The  regiment 
was  then  formed  in  line,  and  throwing  forward  company  A,  Lieutenant 
Parker,  arid  company  1),  Captain  YI  nlandigham,  us  skirmishers*  we 
advanced  at- double-quick  towards  the  pine  thicket,  the  enemj,  as  be 
fore,  firing  and.  retiring  'before  us.  In  this  advance  private  N.  S. 
Camp,  company  A,  was  killed.  Continuing  the  pursuit,  we  soon 
came  in  sight  of  the  enrmy  in  force,  at  Cold  Harbor.  In  a  few  mo 
ments  a  "fl^l it  commenced  between  our  artillery  and  that  of  the  enemy. 
The  shell  fn  m  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  soon  began  to  fall  thick 
and  fast  .around  us,  and  taking  the  double  <jiiick.  we  advanced  to  a 
branch  in  front  of  UH,  and  towafds  the  enemy,  under  a  heavy  fire  of 
shell';  crossing  this  branch  we  came  to  a  halt  for  nearly  two  hours-, 
During  the  halt,  by  order  of  the  General.  I  sent  company  F,  Cap 
tain  McMeekiri,  and  company  II,  Captain  Erwiu,  in-advance,  to'watch 
the 'movements  of  the  enemy,  and  afterwards  relieved  them  by  com 
pany  D-,  Captain  B<>okter.  and  con, puny  G,  Captain  G^rvin.  la  the 
performance  of  this  duty,  company  F  and  company  D  had  each  two 
.men  wounded. '  f 

About  five  o'clock,  P.  M*  as  near  as  I  can  guess,  the  twelfth  and 
first  regiments  were  formed  in  line — the  twelfth  having  only  eight 
companies,  the  two  sent  in  advance  to  watch- the  movements  of  the 
enemy  not  having  been  culled  in.  My  understanding  of  the  order 
was  that  we  were  to  make  the  attack  on  the  enemy.  The  General, 
himself,  givftig  the  order  to  march,  we  moved  off  i:p  the  hill,  through 
the  pines,  and,  on  reaching  the  open  field  above  the  twelfth  regiment, 
continued  the  march  across  this  fi<  Id  towards  a  branch  or  hollow,  two 
or  three  hundred  yards  in  front  of  us,  where  the  enemy  wei'e  known 
to  be.  We  did  not  advance, 'however,  im  re  tfian  one  hundred  yards, 
before  a  battery  (the  position  of  which  1  was  not  before  aware  of)  sit 
uated  in  a  piece  of  woods  about  three'  or  four  hundred  yards  to.  my 
right,  poured  a  heavy  fire  of  shell  and  g*ape  shft  upon  us,  wo.unding 
and  stunning  five  or  six  men  in  the  first  volley.  I  now  discovered 
that  the  first  regiment  had  halted  at  the.  edge  of  the  pine  thicket,  and 
saw  at  once  thyt  to  attempt  to  reach  the  hollow  under  this  fire,  and 
then  encounter  the  enemy  theie,  or  to  change  front  and  march  alone 
against  the  battery,  would  be  to  sacrifice  the  regiment,  with  little  or 
uo  damage  to  the  enemy.  This  being  the  situation  of  the  regiment, 
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1  immediately  inarched,  by  the  left  flank,  down  the  hill  to  the  branch, 
turned  and  marched  up  the  branch,  through  a  dense  .thicket,  and  under 
a  heavy  fire  of  shell  and  shot,  until  I  got  opposite  the  pine  thicket 
through  which  I. had  gone  before  entering  the  open  field.  We  \rere 
now  out  of.  range  of  the  artillery,  and  here  Informed  the  regiment  in 
line  as  soon  as  I  could,  being  joined  by  the  two  companies  who  were 
out  reconnoitering  the.  movements  of  the  enemy,  when  we  commenced 
the  advance.  The  regiment  was  now  marched  in  line  throug-h  the 
pines  up  to  the  edge  of  the^  open  field,  and  *took  position  on  the  left 
of  the  first  regiment.  •» 

Scarcely  had  we  got"  into  position  before   a  greatly   superior  force 
appeared  in  front  of  us,  and  an  engagement  immediately  ensued,  be 
ing  commenced  by  us.      We  held  our  position  obstinately  for  a  time, 
bul  in  cqnsequence  of  overwhelming  numbers,  we  were  driven  back 
a  short  distance,  suffering  seriously  in  killed  and  wounded.      Although 
our  numbers  were  much  reduced,  and  our  line  somewhat  broken,  the 
greater  portion  of  the  fcommand  was   soon  rallied,  and  recovered  our 
former  position  at  the  edge  of  the  open  ground.     Again  we  poured  a 
vigorous  fire   into  the  enemy,  and  maintained  our  position  for  some 
time  ;   but   owing  to  the  great  disparity  of  number^,  we  were  again 
forced  back,  sustaining  a  heavy  loss  in  officers  and  men.     The  entire 
command  by  this  time  was  we^l   nigh  exhausted  and  greatly  reduced. 
I  myself,  from  exhaustion  and  frflm  a  wound  which' I  received  in  the 
thigh,  causing   considerable  pain,  was   unable    to  ta'ke  further  com 
mand.     1  am*  not  able,  of  my  own   knowledge,  to  say  what   part  any 
portion  of  the   command  took   in  the  fight  after  this  time  ;  yet,  from, 
reliable^ information,  I  am  fully  convinced   that  som,e  did  fall  in  with 
other   commands   and  continued  the  fight  after    this  time.     Captain 
Bookter, 'with  Lieutenant  Talley,  and  others  of  his  company,  joined 
an  Alabama  regiment,  commanded  by  Canty,  and  while  with  this  reg 
iment,  Captain  Bookter,  and  several  of  his  men,  were  wounded.     The 
conduct  of  the  command,  as  a  whole,  was  gallant  and   commendable. 
We  had,  vvhen  we  left  Mechanicsville,  about  four  hundred  and  thirty 
muskets,  including    many    who  were  indisposed.     Taking  from  this 
number  those  who  tired  out   during  the  inarch  of  the  day,  I  am  sure 
that  we  did  not  caffry  more  than  four  hundred,  if  that,  into  the  fight. 
The  casualties,  a  list  of  which  accompanies  this  report,  are,  seventeen 
killed,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  killed  and  wounded.     Among 
the  killed,  was  First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Delany/comrnanding  company 
B.     He  was  killed  in  the  first  conflict,  at  the  edge  of  the  pine  thicket. 
By  his  death,  t>he  regiment,  the  State,  and  the  Confederacy,  has  been 
deprived  of  an    officer*  of  intelligence  and   great  gallantry.     Among 
the  wounded  are  smne  of  our  most   valuable  officers,  to-wit  :  Captain 
Vonlandigham    McMeekiu,.  Bookter  and  Miller.      Captains    Vonlan- 
digham  and  McMeekin    were  wounded   at   the  1'a'at  stand  we  made  at 
the  edge  of  the  pineYriicket.     I  am  not  informed  as  to  the  place  Cap 
tain  Miller  was  wounded,  he  having  been  absent  ever^since.      Captain 
Bookter,  as  before    stated,   was   wounded  after  joining  an   Alabama 
regiment?  late  in  the  evening.      It  is  gratifying  to  know    that    the 
wounds  of  Captains  Bookter,  McMeekiu  and  Miller,  are  such  as  to 
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render  the  loss  of  their  services  only  temporary  ;  but  even  this  will 
be  seriously  felt  by  the  regiment.  The  wound  of  Captain  Vonlan- 
iigharu  was  such  as  to  require  the  amputation  of  the  left  leg.  His 
loss  will-  be  seriously  felt  in  the  regiment,  and  to  his  company,  it  will 
be  irreparable.  ^ 

Passing  by  all  the  details  of  the  pursuit,  I  come  now  to  the  fight  of 
Monday  evening,  30th  June.  About  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  we  arrived 
iritthe  vicinity  x)f  the  enemy;  halted  and  stacked  arms  iu  a  piece  of 
wood  to  the  right  of  the'road.  The  fight  soon  commenced  in  front 
of  »us.  and  about  half  past  six  o'clock,  th*e  regiment^  of  the  brigade  . 
were  formed  in  line  jnd  marched  by  the  right  flank  above  one  mile 
and  a  quarter,  to  a  point  near  where  the  fight  was  progressing.  On 
arriving  at  this  point  we  were  halted,  arid  the  regiments  were  formed 
in  column  of  companies,  the  twelft  being  third  in  order.  About  sun 
down,  the  twelfth  was  ordered  to  form  line  to  the  front.  '  Tfris  bemg 
done,  we  were  ordered  to  march  through  the  thicket  and  take  position 
in  rear  as  a  support  to  the  fourteenth,  which  had  been  previously  sent 
into  the  fight.  I  marched  a  s-hort  distance  through  the  thicket  and 
came  upon  the  first  regiment,  lying  down.  Halting,  therefore,  a  few 
seconds,  to  make^ome  enquiry  about  the  position  of  the  fourteenth, 
1  gave  the  command,  "left  face,"  marched  around  the  left  of  the  • 
first  regiment,  then  marched  to  the  frcmt  and  took  position  about  two 
or  three  hundred  "yards  in  rear  of  the  firing,  wUh  my  right  flank  a' 
short,  distance  ffbm^  and  nearly  opposite,  the  centre  of  the  line  of  the 
'first  regiment  and  perpendicular  to  it,  and  made  the  men  lie  down,  in 
order  to  protect  them  from  the  bullets  which  were  flying  fast  and 
thick  over  and  aljout  us.  We  remained  in  this  position  until  trie  close 
of  the  fight,  about  half  past  eight,  P.  $IL.,  having  seven  men  wounded 
at  this  place.  Colonel  McGowan  now  brought  out  his  command,  (the 
fourteenth,)  and  the  regiments  of  the  brigade  bivouacked.  About 
ten  or  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  the  General  himself  came  to  us  and 
ordered  us  to  return  in  the  morning  to  the  place  we  had  left  in  the 
evening.  This  we  did,  and  remained  in  that  position  until  about  six 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  of  Tuesday,  Jst  July.  We  were  then  marched  up  the 
road  about  two  miles,  passing  the  battle  ground  of  the  previous  day, 
and  were  there  halted.  In  a  very  short  time  the  battle  of  the  1  st  of 
July  began,  and  progressed  fiercely  in  front  of  us  and'  on  the  right 
wing  of  the  enemy.  The  firing  of  ihe  enemy  soon  slackened  on  his 
right,  but  was  taken  up  fierceh  along  his  line  towards  his  centre  and 
left,  and  we  were  inarched  back  about  half  a  mile,'  halted  and  faced 
to.  the  front.  General  Hill  came  up  and  ordered  the  twelfth  and  four 
teenth  to  remain  in  that  position,  and  watch  towards  the  enemy.  Here 
we  remained,  until  the  close  of  the  fight,  without  participating  in  the 
engagement.  I  close  this  report  by  acknowledging  the  cordial  and  effi 
cient  assistance  rendered  me  by  Lieut.  Colonel  Cad.  Jones,  the  only 
field  officer  I  had,  and  also  by  bearing  testimony  to  the  faithful  dis 
charge,  by  Dr.'  J.  Ford  Prieleau,  Surgeon,  and  Dr.  J.  W.  Keith, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  of  their  arduous  duties.  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  BARNES,  Colonel,  commanding  nth  reg*t. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  MALLORY. 

'• 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTY-FIFTH  VIRGINIA  VOLUNTEERS,  > 
•    '  July   12,    1862.  5 

Captain  G.  F.  "HARRISON, 

A.  A.  (r.,  First  Brigade,  Light  Division  : 

CAPTAIN:    I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my 
regiment  in  the  recent  engagements  before  Richmond: 

On  the  night  of  Wednesday,  June  25th,  the  regiment  was  on  picket 
ne'ar  the  Little. Meadow  Bridg'es. 'About  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Thurs 
day,  June  26th,  it  being  reported  that  the  enemy's  pickets  had  been 
withdrawn,  I  immediately  took  possession  of.  the  bridge  which  he  had 
held.  Our  brigade  being  in  advance,  was  soon  ordered  to  cross.  The 
fortieth  Virginia  crossed  first,  followed  by  the  fifty-fifth  Virginia  and 
the  other  regiments  composing  the  brigade.  A  mile  or  more  beyoad 
the  swamp,  the  regiment  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  across  the  road 
where  the  first  prisoner  was  taken  by  Capt.  Alexanders  company.  It 
was  here  that  we  received  a  few  shots  from  the  enemy's  pickets,  which 
retreated  in  haste.  Turning  to  the  right,  we  marched  in  the  direc- 
.tion  of  Mechanicsville.  About  half  a  mile  from  Mechanicgville  our 
line  of  battle  was  again* formed  on  the  right  of- the  road,  sup'ported 
by  the  sixtieth  Virgina,  Colonel  Starke  commanding — the  fortieth 
Virginia  on  the  left,  supported  b'y  the  forty -seventh  Virginia  regi 
ment  and  second  Virginia  battalion.  We  advanced  upon  Mechanics- 
viile,  exposed  to  a  very  heavy  fire  from  three  of  the  enemy's  batteies. 
After  advancing  a  short  distance  beyond  the  village  our  line  of  battle 
was  changed  to  the  left,  facing  the  batteries.  We  advanced  some  six' 
hundred  yards  in  the  direction  of  the  right  battery,  when,  not  wish 
ing  to  be  separated  from  the  remainder  of  the  brigade,  it  becarnfc 
necessary  to  cross  the  field  tp'the  left,  the  left  of  the  brigade  being 
at  this  time  under  cover  of  the  woods.  This  was  done  by  marching 

•  obliquely  across  the  field,  approaching  the  battery  as    we  neared   the 
woods  to  prevent  th'eir  getting  our  range.     Before  entering  the  woods 
the  regiment  was  halted  just  below  the  brow  of  a  slight  hill  and  the 
men 'ordered  to  lie  down  to  protect  them  from   the  shell,   grape,  and 

•  canister,  which  were  being  used  with   great  eifect.    .Our.  biigade  was 
then  ordered  to  advance.      We  moved    forward  a    few  huiyired  yards, 
under  very  heavy  fire  and    entered  -a   wood    which    we   attempted  to 
charge  through.      But  the  undergrowth  being  very  thick  and   finding 
another  brigade  in  front   of  us,    our  men  'became  scattered,  many  of 
them  mfxing  in  with  this  brigade,  ^  ordered  a  halt,  but  finding  it  im 
possible  to  form  the  regiment  in  suah  a    place,  I   directed   the  men  to 
fall  back  to  the  ^dge  of  the  woods  and  reform.*    This  was  done  in  very 
good'drder.     .By  this  fime  if  was  quite  dark,  and  my  m6n  being  very 
inucji  exhausted,  I  fell  back  about  a  hundred  yards,  over  a  hill,  where 
we  rejoined  the  brigade  and  rested  for  the  night. ^In  this  engagement 
my  loss  was  very  heavy,  being  greater  than  that  of  both   the  others. 
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Captain  William  L.  Brook,  company  K,  was  killed  while  gallant!}* 
leading  his  company,  and  both  of  his  lieutenants  wounded.  His 
company  was  on  the  left  of  the  colors,  and  suffered  more  than  any 
other.  Captain  Street,  and  Lieutenants  Boughan  Kerr  and  Goodrich 
were  wounded  in  this  engagement,  besides  a  number  of  men.  About 
twelve  o'clock,  on  Friday,  June  2?th,  the  regiment  was  formqfl  with 
the  brigade  and  marched  in  the  direction  of  Games'  Mill,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Christian  commanding.  After  passing  a  short  distance  be 
yond  the  mill,  the  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  to  support 
General  Anderson's  brigade,  who  were  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy 
in  front.  We  advanced  to -his  support  until  we  found  the 'brigade 
halted  in  a  smalj  orchard  in  an  open  space  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
battery.  This  brigade  finally  broke  and  ran  through  ours,  throwing 
it  into  some  confusion.  We,  however,  did  not  retire  until  ordered 
by  General  Field,  to  "fa.ll  back  in  order."  This  was  not  very  well 
executed  ;  but  a  portion  of  the  regiment  was  immediately  rallied  by 
Colonel  Christian,  and  remained  with  him  during  the  remainder  of 
the  evening,  doing  good  service.  In  this  engagement,  Lieutenants 
Mann  and  Garnett  were  killed,  and  .Lieutenant  Brockenbrough  and 
two  or  three  color-bearers,  wounded.  On  Sunday;  June  29th,  we  . 
marched  from  Games'  Mill  to  the  south  side  of  the  Chickahominy. 
Monday  morning,  we  marched  a  few  miles  and  were  halted  in  the 
woods  un,til  about  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  we  were  ordered,  with 
the  brigade,  to  go  to- the  support  of  General  'Kemper.  We  marched 
at  a  double-quick,  wLen  we  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
right  of  the  road,  the  sixtieth  Virginia  on  our  left.  We  advanced 
through  the  w^ods  until  we  came  to  the  brow  of  a  hill,  where,  was  a 
battery  recently  taken  from  the  enemy.  The  brigade  which  had  taken 
it  had  disappeared,  and  the  enemy  had  advanced  to  within  a -few  yards 
'of  the  battery.  We  halted,  fireii  a  few  volleys,  and  charged,  driving 
the  enemy  about  a  mile  into  the  woods,  whfcn  we  "halted  to  reform,  and 
finding  that  the  enemy  were  about  to  rlank  us,  we  fell  back  to  the 
edge  of  the  woods,  where  we  remained  until  the  firing  had  ceased. 
The  regiment  was* ordered  to  remain  at  this  point  until  the  captured 
battery  could  be  taken  off,  when  we  marched*  back  across  the  fiefd. 
and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  In  this  engagement,  Lieutenant  Col 
onel  Christian  was  seriously  wounded,  Major  Burke  and  Captain 
Wright,  killed,  and  Lieutenants  Hall  and  Blair,  and  Adjutant 'Wil 
liams,  wounded.  The  regiment  was  in  readiness  to  participate  in  the* 
engagement  of  Tuesday,  July  1st;  but  was  not  actively  'engaged. 
The  officers  and  men  who  remained  with  the  regiment,  deled  well ;  but 
many  of  them  who  had  been  on  the  sick  list  previously,  and  were  just 
returned  to  duty  when  we^tarted,  being  weak,  were  compelled  to  fall 
out  during  the  march.  , 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  General  commanding  to  the 
following  named  officers^for  coolness  under  fire,  and  Uhe  efficient  man 
gier  in  whichfthey  performed  their  duties  :  Lieutenant  Colonel  Chris 
tian,  who  fell  m<  rtally  wounded  in  the  charge  of  the  30th  ;  Adjutant 
Williams,  Captain  J^iuntleroy,  Captain  Saunders,  Captain  Rice,  Cap 
tain  Roy,  Captain  Jett,  Captain  Healy,  Captain  Lawson,  and  Captain 
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Alexander,  and  Lieutenants  Brockenbrough,  Roane,  Reynolds, 
Da^is,  Healy  and  Street ;  particularly  Captain  Fauntleroy  and  Lieu 
tenants  Brockenbrough  and  Roane.  • 

The  General's  attention  is  also  called  to  the  following  named^  non 
commissioned  officers  and  privates  :  Sergeant-tnajor  Mallory  ;  •Color- 
sergeant  Fauntleroy  ;  Corporal  Micon,  company  A;  private  Nichol 
son,  company  C,  and  Co^tenbader,  company  E. 

The  following  are  names  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri 
vates  honorably  mentioned  by  their" Captain^  : 

Company  A  — Privates  Ruffin  Starke,  E.  T.  Smith,  Robert  Carter, 
11.  II.  Dunmead,  A.  F.  Allen. 

Company  C. — Private  Thomas  Thurston. 

Company  D  — Privates  Archibald  Brooks;  G.  E.  Minor,  Reuben 
L.  Dyke,  G.  Shncklefonl  and  Harwell  Mitchell. 

Company  G. — William  T.  Gar.rettes,  J.  W.  Carter,  R.  &  Buroh, 
T.  M.  George,  A.  W.  Hundley,  W*  C.  Wayne, 'and  E.  D.  MunSay. 

Company  II — Privates  A.  E  Vaughan,  G.  W.  Vaughan,  N. 
Mason,  E.  Clagville,  arid  J.  R.  Trader.  Corporal  Stilf  fought  through 
all  the  battles  with  a  sick  leave  in  Jiis  pocket. 

Company  I. — William  T.  Cowan,  James  Yates,  R.  Todd,  and  V. 
H.  Fauntleroy. 

Company  M  — Sergeants  Bullock  and  Morris  ;  Privates  James  W. 
Smith,  R.  0.  ferry,  McGary  Burress,  Blanton  Humphreys,  Johnson 
Newton,  S.  Rice,  and  Goodrich.  Sergeant  Robinson,  company*  M, 
acted  well. 

The  aggregate   loss  is  as  follows  :  Killed,  22  ;  wounded,  04  ;  miss 
ing,  3.  \v 
I  am  Captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  MALLORY, 
Colonel,  commanding  both  Virginia. 


REPORT.  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL- BARBER. 

• 

•HEAD'QRS  THIRTY  SEVENTH  RKC;IMKNT  N.  CAROLINA  TROOPS,  > 

July  13,  1862.      } 

%  • 

GENERAL  :  The  thirty-seventh  regiment  left  its  camp  on  the  25th 
June,  pursuant  to  orders,  with  the  other  regiments  composing  your 
brigade,  and  on  the  26th,  crossed  the  Chickahominy.  On  "the  even 
ing  of  the  26th,  my  cdmmand  reached  Mechanicsville,  and  was  ex 
posed  to  a  severe  artillery.  fire>  which  woifhded,  severely,  several  men 
'  and  two  officers ;  but  tha  regiment  was  not  otherwise 'engaged.  On 
the  evening  of  tbfe  27th, .we  reached  Cold  Harbor,  and  my  ccmmand  4 
was  ordered  into  action.  Not  knowing  the  position  of  the  enemy,  we 
moved  up  the  road  some  two  hundred  yards,  when  the  enemy  opened 
a  deadly  fire  upon  us,  killing  several  and  wounding  a  large  number. 
The  swamp  and  undergrowth  rendered  it  very  difficult  to  form  'the 
regiment  in  line  of  battle,  whicji,  together  with  the  destructive  fire  of 
the  enemy,  threw  it  into  considerable  confusion,  thereby  rendering  it 
inefficient  for  a  short  time,  until  'order  could  be  restored. t  During 
the  rest- of  the  engagement  it  behaved  very  well.. 

On  Monday  evening,  the  3Uth  instant,  my  regiment,  with  the  other 
regiments  of  your  command,  charged  the  strong  position  occupied  by 
the  enemy's  artillery  and  infantry.  Throughout  thi^  engagement, 
my  regiment  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  driving  the  enemy  before 
them  with  great  loss. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  the  regiment  was  again  under  arms,  and  un 
der  fire,  but  was  not  engaged.  All  the  officers  of  my  command  be 
haved  well,  except  those  who  have  been  reported  to  General  Hill,  ' 
under  previous  orders.  •!  take  pleasure  in  mentioning,  specially, 
Captain  Melon,  who  remained  with  his  company  during  tjiese  trying 
scenes,  although  more  than  sixty  years  old,  -and  worn  out  by  expo 
sure  and  fatigue.  •  In  the  action  of  Monday  evening,  'Colonel  Lee  was 
killed  while  .gallantly  leading  the  regiment  into  action.  He  v.as  a 
brave,  experienced  officer,  and  a  pure  man.  His  loss  will  be  severely 
.  felt.  *  * 

Lieutenant  I^sham  Hartjoy  was  mortally,  wounded  on  Friday  even 
ing,  and  has  since  died.  He  was  an  excellent  ^officer  and  a  brave. 
true  man.  My  total  losses  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  killed  and 
wounded..  A  number  of  the  wounded  have  died  since  the  action.  A 
list  of  killed  and  wounded  has  been  heretofore  forwarded  to  you. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  M,  BARBER.. 
Lieut.  Colonel,  commanding  Situ  regiment  N.  C.  T. 


LIST  OF    OFFICERS    of    Thirty-seventh    Regiment    who   absented 
themselves  from  theit  companies  without  leave  :   .'  ' 

Lieutenant  McCoy,  and   Second  Lieutenant  Sammons,  company    I, 
alleged  sickness,    •• 
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Lieutenant  Owens,   company  K,  behaved  badly,   and  has  not  yet  - 
returned. 

Lieutenant  Smith,  company  F,  went  to  camp,  on  Tuesday,  without 
permission  ;  alleges  ty  was  sick  and  unfit  for  duty. 

*  \  VM;M.  BARBER, 

/>?>?  tenant  Colond. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  MARMADUKE  JOHNSON* 

.     '  * 
-  .  *"»  RICHMOND^ Jw/^  17,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  just  received  your  order  directing  me  to  report 
to  you  the  part  taken  by  ray  battery  in  the  late  combats  before  Hich- 
mond,  accompanied  with  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  missing,  etc. 
I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  should  have  done  this  some  time  since,  but 
for  continued  and  severe  indisposition,  on  account  of  which  I  am  now 
confined  in  my  chamber. 

It  mav  not  'be  impertinent  to  state  that,  on  Thursday.  *ho  S^h 
ultimo,  1  was  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  (renerai  '  t,  and 

marehgd  my  battery  with  his  brigade,  from  Brooke  Church  ta  Met^inn- 
icsville,  and  arrived  at  that  place  late  in  the  evening,  and  but  a  short 
time  before  the  battle  ceased.  I  took  my  position  behind  some  in- 
completed  breastworks,  er,ected  by  the  enemy,  and  had 'hardly  planted 
my  battery  when  the  order  was  given  to  cease  firing.  The  breast 
works  were  not  in  condition  to  be  serviceable,  and  1  kept  my  m<>n  at 
work  all  ni^ht  in  putting  them  in  condition  so  that  they  C'-uld  be 
useful.  Abotft  daybreak  the  cnemv's  batteries,  which  had  created  so 
much  havoc  the  evening  before,  opened'on  me,  and  also  most  vigor 
ously  shelled  all  the  quarters  surroundi-ng  it.  I  immediately  replied, 
havmg  the  co-operation' of  none  of  the  ether  batteries'on  the  field — 
Captain  Mclntosh  having  exhausted  his  ammunition  the  evening  be 
fore,  and  Captain  Pegram,  I  believe,  having  been  ordei^d  to  hold  his 
fire.  So  that  this  battle  was  contested  alone  by  my  battery  and 
those  of  the  enemy.  At  six  o'clock  precisely,  I  en:irely  silenced  and 
repulsed  them,  they  hastily  leaving  their  works,  after  having  suffered 
very  great  damage,  as  was  obvious  from  a  subsequent  visit  to  the  en 
trenchments.  During  the  two  hours  of  this  engagement  the  fire  was 
unceasingly  vigorous  on  both  sides.  The  enemy  had  an  almost  perfect 
range,  and  he  would  have  done  serious  injury  to  ray  command,  but 
for  the  fortunate  protection  of  the  breastworks  mentioned. 

I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the 
officers  and  men  for  the  coolness  and  intrepidity  manifested  by  them 
in  this,  the  first  heivy  engagement  in  wh*ch  they  had  ever  participated. 
In  this  engagement  only  two  men  and  two  horses  were  slightly 
wounded* 

Later  in  the  day,  I  marched  to  the  scene  of  the  bloody  battle  which 
took  place  on  Friday,  and,  quite  late  in  the  evening,  was  ordered  by 
General  Lee  to  report  with  my  battery  to  you,  which  I  immediately 
did  with  all -possible  dispatch.  You*  yourself  were  a  personal  witness 
to  the  behavior  of  the  men  and-  officers.  You  saw  the  fearless  cour 
age  with  which  they  fought  through  that>  deadly  fire,  until  twenty  of 
them  'fell,  ten  horses  killed,  ami  wounded,  and  th$  battery  entirely 
disabled,  exposed  to 'the  fire  not  only  of  the  batteries  of  the  enemy, 
but  of  sharpshooters,  who  could  not  be  seen.  You  sa$v  them  silence 
one  of  the  batteriea^and  manfully  resist  others,  until,  by  your  orders, 
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I  withdrew  them  from  tne  field.     It  is  needless,  therefore,  for  me  to 
assure  you  of  my  gratification  at  their  behavior. 

Accompanying,  I  send  you  a  list  of  the  casualties,  as  directed.       ' 

I  have  the  honor,  Grenejal,  to  be, 
-..:  *>>  Your  most  respectful  and  obedient  servant, 

MARMADUKE  JOHNSON,  Captain. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  LANE, 

HEADQUARTERS  TWENTY-EIGHTH  REGIMENT   «N.  (5.   VOLUNTEERS,  > 

Near  Richmond,  July   12,   1862.       \ 

Brigadier  General  L.  O'B.  BRANCH, 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade,  Light  Division  : 

9 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Wednesday,  the  25th 
of  June,  I  left  camp  with  my  regiment,  numbering  four  hundred  and 
eighty,  and,  with  the  balance  of  your  brigade,  proceeded  up  the  Tele 
graph  road,  crossed  the  Chickahominy  on  the  morning  of  the  26th, 
nnd  advanced  towards  Meadow  Bridge.  Two  of  my  companies  were 
ordered  to  Mrs.  Crenshaw's  bridge  to  apprise '  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Hoke,  with  a  portion  of  his  regiment,  which  was  doing  picket  duty 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  that  the  way  was  clear.  We 
then  continued  our  march  towards  Mechanicsville. 

The  fight  had  commenced  on  our  reaching  this  place,  and  we  were, 
ordered  to  support  a  battery,  which  was  firing  from  the  works  -to  the 
left  of  the  road.  I  had  one  man  wounded  that  evening.  We  slept 
upon  the  field,  and  were  held  as  a  support  again  next  morning,  when 
the  artillery  opened  upon  us,  and  another,  one  of  my  men  was 
wounded.  As  soonms  it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  aban 
doned  his  position,  and  was  in  full  retreat,  \ye  were  ordered  to  follow, 
and,  on  reaching  "  Cold  Harbor,"  the  seventh  North  Carolina  troops 
and  my  regim-ent  were  ordered  into  the  wj^ods  to  the  left  of  the  road 
leading  to  the  battle-field.  The  seventh  preceded  us,  and  when  I  was 
about  to  form  my  regiment  on  its  left,  a  sharp  fire,  both  of  shell  and 
infantry,  was  opened  upon  us,  causing  one  of  .the  wings  of  the 
seventh  to  give  way.  On  asking  the  catise  o/  this,  I  was  informed 
by  some  of  the  company  officers  of  the  seventh,  whose  names  I  do 
not  know,  that  Colonel  Campbell  had  ordered  them  to  fall  back,  and, 
as  there  was  a  large  pond  of  water  in  my  re'ar,  I  led  my  regiment 
out  of  the  woods  by  the  left  flank,  when  I  met  you  and  was  ordered 
back.  I  then  marched  up  the  road  and  wheeled  my  entire  regiment 
into,  the  same  piece  of  woods.  Colonel  Lee  followed  with  his  regi 
ment,  which  he  intended  posting  to  my  right,  but  the  enemy  opened 
upon  hhii  jusi  as  he  was  -about  to  turn  the  angle  of  the  road,  and  hia 
right  was  thrown  into  confusion.  This  caused  companies  D,  A  and 
J,  of  the  right  wing,  and  company  II,  to  the  left  of  the  colors,  in  nay 
regiment,vto  give  way.  Company  D  promptly  reformed  and  came 
into  line ;  the  other  three  companies,  I  am  told,  reformed  and  at 
tached  themselves,  for  the  remainder  of  the  day,  to  other  regiments. 
They  were  not  with  me.  Colonel  Campbell's  regiment^  seven  of  my 
companies,  Lieutenant  Webb  of  company  H,  and  a  few  rank  and  file 
from  the  three  missing  companies,  engaged  the  enemy  in  the  woods 
and  were  exposed  to  a  hot  fire,  when  fresh  troops  came  up  and  re 
lieved  us  temporarily. 
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Major  James  Barbour,  General  Elzey's  assistant  adjutant  general,  .« 
approached  me  soon  afterwards  and  requested  me  to  take  my  com 
mand  to  the  support  of  a  portion  of  his  forces,  which  had  advanced 
into  the  open  field  in  front  of  the  woods.  My  command  advanced 
most  gallantly  through  the  woods  arid  into  the  open  field,  although, 
exposed  to  a  front  and  right  enfilade  infantry  fire,  and  bravely  re 
mained  there  until  General  George  B.  Anderson's  brigade  Debouched 
from  the  woods  to  ouj  left  and  charged  across  the  field.  I  ordered, 
my  men  to  cease  firing  when  this  brigade  was  nearly  in  front  of  ua, 
and,  forming  on  the  right,  assisted  them  in  clearing  the  field  of  the 
enemy. 

At  the  "Advice  "  of  General  Anderson,  my  men  being  now  very 
much  fatigued,  I  remained  with  a  portion  of  his  brigade,  in  a  some 
what  sheltered  position,  until  nightfall,  when  I  rejoined  you.  Our 
loss  in  this  engagement  was  thirteen  killed  and  seventy-eight 
wounded. 

Sunday  evening  we  recrossed  the  Chickahominy,  and  on  Monday 
evening  (the  30th)  were  among  the  first  to  engage  the  enemy.  The 
whole  brigade  advance^,  driving  the  foe  before  us,  notwithstanding 
the  character  of  the  ground.  My  regiment,  in  its  advance,  had  to- 
pass  through  two  skirts  of  woods,  containing  swampy  ground,'  and 
an  intermediate  open  field, "in  which  there  was  a  dwelling,  surrounded 
by  a  yard  and  garden,  all  of  which,  I  am'  told,  had  been  converted 
into  a  temporary  breastwork  by  the  enemy.  •  All  of  my  men  behaved 
well  in  this  action/notwithstanding  they  w«re 'exposed  to  a  murderous 
fire  of  shell,  grape  and  small  arms-  I  did  not  remain  with  my  regi 
ment  until  the  close  of  the  fight,  as  a  flesh  wound  in  the  right  cheek 
forced  me  to  leave  the  field.  .Our  loss  was  six  killed  and  fifty  wounded,. 

We  were  not  actually  engaged  in   the   Tuesday's  fight,  though  we- 
were  ordered  out  late  in  tjie  evening  and  were  exposed  to  a  terrific 
shelling,  first  in  the  open  field  in  front  of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  then 
to  the  left,,  in  a  small  piece  of  woods.     Fortunately,  we  had  only  one 
man  wounded  and  none  killed. 

With  only  one  field  officer,  three"  captains,  but  few  lieutenants, 
and  our  ranks  greatly  reduced  by  sickness,  caused  by  the  hardships 
^ve  had  to  undergo  in  our  retreat. from  Hanover  Court-House,  we  had 
to  contend  with  the  enemy  in  the  recent  terrible  engagements  before 
Richmond  under  many  disadvantages  ;  but  our  loss,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  killeJ  and  wounded,  onij  of  an  effective  foi*ce*fct  four  hundred 
and -eighty,  including  the  ambulance  corps,  about  one-tbird,  will 
show  how  nobly  the  twenty-eighth  behaved  in  this  great  struggle  for 
independence. 

I  would  respectfully  call  to  your  attention  Captain  T.  James  Line- 
barger,  of  company  0,  and  Captain  D.  A.  Parker,  of  company  D; 
first  Lieutenant  N.  Clark,. of 'company  E ;  first  Lieutenant  E.G. 
Morrow,  .of  company  G;  first  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Cloninger,-of  com 
pany  B;  second  Lieutenant  Robert  D.  Rhyne,  of  company  B.  All 
of  these  officers  behaved  with  great  gallantry  aiftl  bravery. 

Sergeant-Major  Miltorf  A.  Lowe,  on  the  battle-field  of  the   27th; 
and  30th,  more  than  once  proved  himself  a  brave  and  fearless  young 
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defender  of  southern  rights,  and  has  won  the  admiration  of  all  whf 
saw  him. 

Color-bearer  J.  P.  Little,  of  company  C,  was  wounded  on  the  87th, 
but  was  at  his  post  again  in  a  short  time*.    . 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  H.  LANE, 
Colonel  commanding  Tipenty '-eighth  Regiment  N.  C.   Volunteers 


REPORT  OF  LIETTENANT.  COLONEL  HOKE. 


HEADQUARTER^,  THIRTY-THIRD  REGIMENT  N.  C.  TROOPS,  > 

July  12th,  1862.  J 

,1  L.  O'B.  BRANCH,- 

Fourth  Brigade,  Light  Division  : 

^ 

*  DEAR  GENERAL  :  On  35'ch  June  you  called  the  commanding  officers 
of  your  brigade  together  and  informed  us  of  the  intended,  and  man 
ner  of,  attacfc*lipon  the  enemy  who  were  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Chickahominyi  and  at  the  same  time  ordered  me  to  have  my  command 
ready  to  move  at  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  with  three  days'  rations.  I 
having  five  companies  on  picket  at  the  Crenshaw  bridge,  was  ordered 
to  take  command  at  that  point,  while  the  other  five  companies,  under 
Major  Cowan,  wrould  march  with  the  brigade,  and  cross  the  river  at 
the  Telegraph  buidge,  and  move  down  the  river,  in  order  to  drive  the 
enemy  from  their  position-. 

My  orders  were,  that  I  should  cross  the  river, 'with  the  five  compa 
nies,  as  soon  as  I  heard  firing,  and  make  an  attack  in  the  rear  of  the 
anemy. 

About  twelve  o'clock,  on  the  26th,  I  heard  sharp  skirmishing,  and 
drew  in^  my  pickets,  in  order  to  cross,  and,  while  doing  so, 
could  see  that  the  enemy  were  in  full  retreat.  While  crossing 
the  river,  I  received  a  despatch  from  you,  ordering  me  to  join  the 
command;  that  you  were  in  the  road  immediately  opposite.  I  joined 
the  command,  and  from  that  point  we  marched  to  Mechanicsville,  and 
reachod  that  place  under  a  most  terrific  fire  of  shot  and  shell. 

About  twelve  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  firing  ceased,  and  we  were  or 
dered  to  lie  in  our  position  upon  our  arms.  .  At»  three  o'clock,  A.  M., 
of  the  2?th,  we  were  ordered  to  be  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's 
warning  ;^but  did  not  take  up  the  line  of  march  until  twelve  o'clock, 
and  then  moved  in  the  direction  of  Games'  Mills  down  the  Chicka- 
hominy.  We  reached  that  point  at  four  o'clock,  f.  M.,  and  finding 
heavy  fighting  going  on,  were  ordered  immediately  into  the  engage 
ment,  and,  remaining  in  the  fight  until  dark,  by  which  time  the  en 
emy  had  been  dri.ven  back  a  distance  of  two  miles,  I  then  reported  to 
you,  with  my  command,  at  the  roaid,  and  was  ordered  to  b'ivouac  my 
men  and  give  them  rest.  This  was  a  -hard  fought  battle,  and  the  men 
deserve  great  praise  for  their  coolness  and  firmness  on  this  occasion. 

Oa  the  28th1  we  remained  quiet  all  day.  The  enemy  having  been 
driven  across  the  Chickahominy,  we  were  ordered  to  prepare  two 
days'  rations,  and  be  ready  to  march  at  daylight. 

On  the  29th  we  recrossed  the  river  and  moved  down  James 
river,  marching  a  distance  of  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  and  encamping. 

On  the  3Uth  we  again  marched  down  the  river,  in  order  to  make 
an  attack,  and  reached  the  point  about  three  o'clock.  The  presence 
of  the  enemy  was  soon  made  known  by  the  roaring  of  artillery,  and 
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we  were  immediately  ordered  up  the  road  in  the  direction  of  the  en 
emy,  by  a  flank  movement,  under  a  very  great  fire  of  shot  and  shelL 
Soon,  you,  at  the  head  of  yo*ur  brigade,  filed  to  the  right,  and,  mov 
ing  six  hundred  yards 'in  that  direction,  halted,  faced  to  the  front. 
fdVmed  a  line  of  battle,  and  moved'  slowly 'through  a  skirt  of  woode 
until  you  reached  an  open  field.  You  then  halted,  formed  a  perfect 
line  of  battle,  and  charged  by  the  double-quick,  and  with  a  yell,  the 
enemy's  batteries,  which  were  strongly  supported  by  infantry  across 
this  field,  a  distance* of  five  hundred  yards.  We,  at  the  same  time, 
were  enfiladed  by  grape,  shot ;  but  neither  fire  upon  the  front  or. flank 
at  all  stopped  the  men,  but  on  they  pressed,  and  soon  silenced  the  fire 
upon  them.  They  seemed  not  to  heed  the  falling  of  friends  by  their 
side;  but  had  the  great  duty  of  defeating  the  enemy  foremost  in  their 
minds.  Here,  my  loss  was  heavy,  not  so  much  in  killed  as  in 
wounded. 

My  men,  in  this  charge,  had  no  cover  at  all.  1  cannot  refrain  from 
asking  that  great  praise  may-  be  given  to  both  officers  and  men,  for 
their  actions  on  this  occasion. 

After  passing  through  the  field  and  entering  the  woods  on  the  op 
posite  side,  my  regiment  became  divided,  by  the  interference  of  a 
Brigadier  General,  unknown  to  me,  who  had  ordered  the  left  of  my 
regiment  to  march  to  the  left  I  remained,  with  a  portion  of  my 
men  on  the  field,  until  dark,  and  reported  to  you  in  an  old  field,  at 
which  place  you  were  encamped. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  we  were  quiet,  until  six  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
at  which  time  we  were  ordered  in  to  support  D.  II.  Hill's  division. 
In  this  fight,  I  was  not  engaged,  but  was  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shot 
and  shell. 

On  the  2d  and  3d  of  July,  we  were  marching  after  the  enemy ;  but 
their  retreat  was  too  speedy  to  be  overtaken.  We  then  bivouacked 
for  several  days,  inviting  the  enemy  to  battle,  which  was  not  accepted. 
We  then  maVched  to*this  point,  arriving  here  on  the  9th  instant. 

My  loss  was  very  heavy  for  a  small  command.  The  report  of  casual  - 
ties  has  been  sent  in,  as  well  as  that  of  the  action  of  officers  and 
tnen,  which  need  correction.  , 

I  am  happy  to  say  that,  with  few  exceptions,  I  am  truly  proud  of 
the  officers  and  men  of  my  command.  I  cannot  well  make  distinction 
among  those  officers  and  men  who  so  nobly  did  their  duty,  but  ask  that 
credit  maj  be  given  those  to  whom  it  is  due,  and  action  taken  against 
those  who  deserve  it. 

Casualties. — Killed,  eight;  wounded, .  fifty-two ;  missing,  fifteen. 
Total,  seventy-five. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  L.  HOKE, 

Colonel  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HAMILTON, 

. 

•   .  HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  REGIMENT  SOUTH  CAROLINA  VOLS., 

Camp  on- New  Market  Road,  July  14,  1362. 

^Brigadier  General  MA.XCY' GREGG, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Light  Division  : 

In  obedience  to  orders,  I  desire  to  report  as  to  the  part  taken  by 
my  regiment  in  the  recent  battles  of  the  27th*  arid  30th  June,  and  the 
let  of  Jujy,  1862. 

On  Thursday  afternoon,  the  V26th  June,  I  put  my  regiment  in 
march-,  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  at  Meadow  Bridge.  Nothing  of 
importance  occurred  until  my  regiment  (leading  the  brigade)  reached 
a-  position,  commanded  by  the  battery  of  the  enemy,  near  Mechanics- 
ville  turnpike,  when  a  pretty  sharp  fire  erf  shot  and  shell  was  opened 
upon  my  regiment.  By  compelling  my  men  to  lie  down  behind  the 
crest  of  the  hill,  1  escaped,  with  the  wounding  of  only  two  men,  (com 
pany  F.) 

On  Friday  morning  m,y  regiment,  and  that  of  Colonel  Barnes, 
leading  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  commenced  the  advance  upon 
•the  lines  of  the  enemy!  We  crossed  Beaver  Dam,  only  being  slightly 
annoyed  by  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy.  On  reaching  one  of  the 
camps  of  the  enemy,  shortly  before  vacated,  I  was  astonished  to  fine? 
myself  under  fire  from  field  artillery.  It,  however,  proved  to  be  a 
section  of  artillery  belonging  to  the  army  of  General  Jackson.  The. 
mistake  was  soon  discovered ;  but,  unfortunately,  not  in  time  to  pre 
vent  the  wounding  of  Lieutenant  Heice,  company  C,  and  one  private  of 
the  same  company.  After  a  short  delay,  I  was  ordered  to  advance 
upon  Powhite  creek,  throwing  out  skirmishers  in  advance.  This  was 
done  ;  and  for  some  little  time  a  brisk  fire  was  kept  up  on  both  sides ; 
but  the  enemy  soon  ceased  to  attempt  to  dispute  the  crossing  of  the 
creek,  which  was  done  very  quietly,  and  withc-ut  any  interruption. 
After  a  short  rest,  to  enable  us  to  collect  and  provide  for  our  wounded, 
we  resumed  our  march,  and  soon  came  upon  the  camp  o^  the  seventh 
Massachusetts  regiment, .wh.o  seemed  at  first  disposed  to  give  us  bat 
tle-;  but,  upon  giving  the  order  to  charge  bayonets,  at  double  quick, 
they  broke  and  fled.  We  continued  to  advance,  and  upon  gaining  an 
open  field,  commanding  a  view  of  the  enemy's  position  at  Cold  Har-. 
"bor,  we  were  subjected  to  a  severe  fire  of  shells  from  the  battery  of 
the  enemy.  This  fire  was  soon  silenced  by  our  own  battery,  and 
then,  under  your  order,  I  ^advanced  upon  the  position  of  the  enemy 
through  a  thick  swampy  piece  of- ground,. and  formed  line  of  battle 
on  the  edge  of  the  open  field.  In  a  short  time  I  saw  a  brigade  mov 
ing  down  upon  us.  When  within  ea§y  range  of  us  they  opened,  a 
most  deadly  fire  upon  my  regiment,  wounding  and  kflling  a  large 
iium-ber  of  my  officers  and  men,  and  amongst  these  ail  of  my  color 
guard.  .Here  was  my  principal  loss,  amongst  them  Lieutenant  Colo- 
Bel  Smith,  wh«  had  distinguished  himself  for  galladlry  and  good  con- 
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duct,  although  feeble  from  a  recent  severe  illness.  His  wound, 
which  at  first  was  apparently  slight,  proved,  eventually,  mortal,  and 
he  sank  to  rest  calm  and  composed,  feeling  that  he  had  done  his  duty 
to  his  -country.  After  being  so  severely  handled,  I  considered  it 
proper  to  take  my  regiment  out  from  unde*r  fire,  which  was  accord-* 
ingly  done.  Upon  coming  out-  of  the  swamp,  I  found  Colonel  ^Mar 
shall,  with  a  remnant  of  his  regiment.  This,  with  my  own,  1  fo'rmei 
in  line,  and,  under  orders  from  General  Lee  and  Major  General  A«.  P. 
Hill,  I  took  command  of  these  two  fragments  of  .regiments,  and  led 
them  into  the  wood  in  rear  of  the  position  occupied  by  the  brigades 
of  Generals  Anderson  and  Field.  Soon  I  was  joined  by  a  portion  of 
Colonel  Edward's  regiment,  under  Major  Farrow,  and,  with  .this  por 
tion  of  the  brigade,.!  occupied  the  ground  as  ab6ve  indicated, -and  on 
Saturday  morning,  I  marched  my  regiment,  by  your  orders,  to 
another  position,  near  the.  battle  ground,  where  we  remained  until* 
Sunday,  the  29th  of  June.  On  t£is  day  we  recrbssed  the  Chicka- 
hominy.  AVe  marched  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  but  did  not  come  up 
with  them' until  Monday  evening,  tho  30th  of. June.  Then,  although 
under  fire,  and  having  several  soldiers  and  one  lieutenant  (Sweeny, 
company  K,)  wounded  by  the  fire  of  tl^e. enemy,  there  was  no  chance 
of  our  coming  in  actual  contact  with  the  enemy,  from  the  fact  that  the 
ground  in  frtmt  of  us  was  occupied  by  others  of^our  own  troops.  We 
were  likewise  drawn  out  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  1st  July,  but  did  not* 
become  engaged  with  the  enemy,  although  for  some  time  under  the 
fire  of  artillery.  We  continued  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  (with  the  rest 
of  the  second  brigade,)  who  had  sought  the  shelter  of  their  gunboats  ; 
and,  after  remaining  for  twentyrfour  hours  near  them,  we  were  or 
dered  back  to  the  neighborhood  of  Richmond,  to  go  into  camp. 

I  feel  that  it  would  be  invidious,  where' all  of  my  officers,  and  most 
of  my  soldiers,  behaved  so  well,  to  single  out  any  one  for  special  praise, 
except  that  I  desire  to  mention  private  Dominick  Spellman,  of  com- 
•  pany  K,  who  bore  my  colors  gallantly  during  the  battle,  after  Ser 
geant  Taylor  and  Corporal  Ilayne,  who,  carrying  the  colors,  were 
shot  down — the  latter  taking  them  from  my  hands  when  the  former 
T?as  first  struck,  to  be  mortally  wounded  himself  immediately.  I  have 
promoted  prfvate  Spellman  to  be  color-bearer,  for  gallantry  on  the 
field  of  battle. 

I  beg  to  submit  appended  list  of  casualties,  marked  A,  and  likewise 
list£  showing  where  each  officer  and  soldier  of  the  regiment  was  on 
the  three  days  in  which  we  were  engaged  with  the  enemy. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  HAMILTON, 
Colonel  First  Regiment  Rputh  Carolina  Volunteers. 
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LETTER  OF  GENERAL  GREGG  TO  GENERAL  COOPER. 

•  t  . 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  BRIGADE,  LIGHT  DIVISION,  ) 
fyturel  Hill,  July  18,  1861      $ 

To  General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  General  of  the  Army,  Richmond  : 

GENERAL  :  .1  learn' from  Colonel  Hamilton,  commanding  first  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  that,  in  an  interview  with  yourself  and  the  Sec 
retary  of  War,  the  other  day',  the  name  of  Major  McCrady,  of  the 
same  regiment,  having  been  somewhat  accidentally  mentioned,  Colo 
nel  Hamilton  expressed  the-  opinion  that  Major  -McCrady  had  not 
behaved  properly,  saying  he  had  served  on  my  staff  on  the  27th  of 
June,  but  could  not  find  his  regiment  until  it-was  driven  backj  and 
that  now  he  had  gone  home-  on  sick  leave.  .  Upon  which  you  re 
marked  that  Colonel  Hamilton  had  better  have  him  ordered  back,  and 
tkat  y'ou  would  issue  such  order,  if  Colonel  Hamilton  desired  it,  and 
that  if  he  should  not  report,  you  v.ould  have  a  letter  of  another  kind 
addressed  to  him,  which  would  compel  him.  to  resign.  To  which  the 
Secretary  of  War  assented. 

I  differ  entirely  with  Colenel  Hamilton  in  the  view  which  he  takes 
of  Major  McCrady's  conduct,  and  I  beg  leave  to  interpose  to  prevent 
any  hasty  action  from  being  taken  against  Major.  McCrady,  without 
giving  him  a  fair  hearing.  When  my  "brigade  was  put  in  march,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  late  operations,  Major  McCrady  was  sick 
in  Richmond.  He  left  a  sick-bed,  and  overtook  me  on  the  battle 
field  at.  Cold  Harbor,  looking  extremely  feeble  and  ill.  He  said  to 
me  tbat  he  thought  he  might  be  able  to  accompany  me  and  perform 
some  staff  duty,  although  not  strong  enoagfcto  accompany  his  regi 
ment.  This  might  we41  be,  as  I  h'ad  required  the  field  officers  to  dis 
mount  .  awhile  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  better  and  sending  orders 
more  promptly.  Mysfclf  and  my  staff  remained  on  horse  back.  I  do 
not  think  Maj6r  McCrady  could  have  reasonably  anticipated  less  risk 
in  accompanying  me  on  staff  duty,  mounted,  than  in  marching  with 
his  regiment  on  foot.  I  requested  him  to  accompany  me,  and  h&did 
so,--  In  the  heat  of  the  battle,  I  sent  him  to  rally  a  portion  of  my 
troops,  which,  from  the  difficulty  of  the  ground  and  the  firceness  of 
the  enemy's  fire,  had  got  into,  some  disorder.  I  do  not  think  I  saw 
him  again.'  Some  time  after,  proceeding  to  execute  my  orjler,  he  was 
seen  by  one  of  my  captains  retiring  in  a  state  of  exhaustion.  He 
told  this  officer  that  he  had  rallied  the  troops  referred  to,  and  staid 
with  them  in  the  fight  until  his  strength  gave  out  entirely.  Major 
McCrady's  regiment  had,  at  this  time,  been  formed,  by  my  orders, 
somewhat  to  the  rear,  preparatory  to  another  movement.  Major 
McCrady  went  to  it,  and,  iij  attempting  to  dismount,  fell  to  the  ground, 
as  I  have  been  informed  by  his  brother,  Lieutenant  Thomas  McCrady, 
who  was  obliged 'to  leave  him  thus  lying  on  the  ground,  when  the 
regiment  was  shortly  afterwards  ordered  by  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill, 
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to  take  a  position  in  advance.  Lieutenant  McCrady  has  not  since 
seen  thetMajor,  but  understands  that  he  got  back  to  Richmond  in  a 
carriage  in  which  he  had  come  to  the  immediate  neighborhood, of  the 
battle  ground,  I  understand  thai  Major  McCrady  afterwards  went 
home  on  sick  leave,  grafted  in  Richmond,  -without  referring  the  ap 
plication  to  iiis  commanding  officers..  If  this  proceeding  was  irreg 
ular,  it  was  an  irregularity  whicn  the  War  Department  has  permitted 
until  very  lately,  if  it  is  not  still  permitted,  and  Major  McGrady 
cannot  be-  held  responsible  for  it.  Colonel  Hamilton  himself  was 
very  unwell  during  the  late  operations  of  the  army,  and  .at  one  time, 
on  the  march  on  the  29th  June,  sank  fainting  from  his  horse.  'lie 
refused,  however,  to  go  off  duty,  and  although  1  was  advised  to  order 
him,  I  judged  it  best  not  to  do  so.  By  the  power  of  his  constitution, 
Colonel  Hamilton. was  able  to  overcome  .disease  in  a  remarkable  man 
ner,  and  this  may  cause  him.  to  apply  his  own  standard  to  other  men. 
But  I  do  not  think  it.right.  Few  men  have  such  power.  Possibly 
Major  McCrady  may  not  possess  it;  but  Major  McCrady  had  been 
sick  for  a  month  before  the  march  commenced,  and  was  perhaps  in  a 
condition  of  body  which  no  power  of  min.d  could  overcome.  •  I  se.6 
no  reason  whatever  to  question  the  good  conduct  of  Major  McCrady. 
I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  ask  the  Secretary  of  War  to  read 
this. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MAXCY  GREGG,  " 
Brigadier  General,  P.  A..  0.  S: 


HEPORT  OF  COLONEL  HAY  WOOD. 

a 

•  HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  REGIMENT  NORTH  CAROLINA  TROOPS,  } 

.      .        July  ft,   1862.      j 

Brigadier  General  L.  O'B.  SRANCH, 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade,  Light  Division  : 

GENERAL  :  In  consequence  of  the  fall  of  that  gallant  soldier  and 
generous  gentleman,  Colonel  R.  P.  Cainpbell,  late  the  commanding 
officer  *of  this  regiment,  who  was  slain  in  the  fight  near  Games'  Mill 
on  the  27th  ultimo,  it  becomes  my  duty,  as  second  in  command  of 
this  regiment,  to  report  to  you  the 'proceedings  of  my  troops  in  the 
recent  battles  before  Richmond.  His  fittest  mohumentis  the  tattored 
flag  which  drooped  above  our  glorious  dead  when  this  fearful  conflict 
was  over. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  2.5th  June,  1862,  after 
orders  were  received  from  you,  we  proceeded,  together  .with  the 'rest 
of  your  brigade,  from  our  camp,  on  the  Brooke  turnpike,  up  the  Tel 
egraph  road,  towards  the  Chickahominy  river.  On  the'  following 
morning,  at  half  past  three,' A.  M.,  after  bivouacking  the  night  pre 
vious,  in-  pursuance  of  orders  received  from  you*,  we  were  in  readiness 
to  move,  but  did  not  change  our  position  until  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  in 
consequence,  as  I  was  informed,  of  the  want  of  information  as  to  the 
position  of  Major  General  ^Jackson.  At  this  hour  we  were  put  in 
motion,  the  seventh  regiment  being  in  the*  front  of  your  brigade. 
We  soon  reached  the  Chickahominy,  upon  the  crossing  of  which  I 
was  immediately  thrown  forward  with  three  conrpariies,  to-wit:  com 
panies  C,  F  and  A  of  this  regiment,  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  in 
front  of  the  head  of  our  column,  for  the  purpose  of  dislodging  the 
enemy's  pickets  between  us  and  the  Meadow  Bridge.  After  march 
ing  a  few  miles  I  encountered  about  two  hundred  of  the  enemy,  whom 
we^immediately  attacked  and,  after  a  short  conflict,  drove  from  their 
position.  We  succeeded  in  capturing  their  flag  and  several  of  their 
company  books  and  memoranda,  with  a  slight  loss  of  wounded  and 
none  killed  on  my  part.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  wre  had  no  means  of 
ascertaining.  The  next  point  at  which  we  encountered  the  enemy. 
was  a  few  hundred  yards  beyond  Atlee's  station,  on  the  Virginia  Cen 
tral  railroad.  Here  we  had  another  severe  skirmish.  Colonel  Camp 
bell,  of  the  seventh  regiment,  immediately  ordered  forward  company 
B.  During  the  skirmish  one  of  the  last  named  company  was  mor 
tally  and  a  few  soldiers  of  the  other  companies  were  seriously 
wounded.  It  is  a  palpable  duty,  General,  that  I  sh'ould  express  my 
high  appreciation  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  three  companies  that 
were  more  imme'diately  under  my  command.  Captain  J.  McLeod 
Turner,  of  company  F,  had  assigned  to  him  the  perilous  duty  of  cov 
ering  my  «front  and  skirmishing  through  woods,  open  fields  and 
swamps,  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  the  enemy's  pickets.  When 
ever  he  became  engaged  he  was  promptly  a.nd  fearlessly  sustained  by 


Captain  R.  B.  McRae  and  J.  G.  -Knox,  of  companies  C  and  A,  under 
my  command.  Captain  McRae  succeeded  in  bringing  away  the  ene 
my's  flag  from  the  first  skirmish,  near  Crenshaw's,  and  Captain  Knox 
•  did  his  best  in  effecting  the.  dislodg»ent  of  the  enemy.  Afte"r  this 
second  skirmish  company  F  was  withdrawn*from  the  front,  and  com 
pany  A  ordered  to  assume  that  position,  in  order  to  divide  the  labors 
of  the  march.  Captain  Knox's  company  was  now  engaged  in  actively 
firing- for  a  while  upon  an  actual  or  supposed  enemy  in  t>ur  front,  but 
there -was  no  response. 

About  the  middle  of  .the  afternoon,  having  learned  that  the  greater 
portion  of  Major  General  A,  P.  Hill's  division  had  crossed  the  Chick- 
ahominy  and  was  in  front  of  us,  I  reported  to  you,  whereupon*  I  was 
ordered  to  unite  my  command  with  the  rest  of  my  regiment,  under 
Colonel  Campbell.  I  may  confidently  assert  that  no  unnecessary 
time  was  vspent  in  the  various  skirmishes  just  described. 

About  an  hour  and  a  half  before  dark  we  reached  Mechanicsville, 
under  a  terrific  fire  of  shot  and'  shell.  For.  a  short  time,  we  were 
compelled  to  wait  until  we  could  receive  orders  from  General  Hill. 
Before  dark, .we  were  ordered  to'take  our  position  in  a  road  which  ap 
peared  to  run  at  right  angles  with  the  road  we  had  previously  occu 
pied  and  to  the  left  of  it.  Upon  the  application  of  General  Archer 
the  seventh  and  twenty-eighth  regiments'were  ordered  by  you  to  fe- 
port  to  him,  but,  upon  Colonel  Campbell's  application,  we  ascertained 
he  had  no  immediate  duty  for  us  to  perform.  It  was  then  fully  dark, 
though  the  artillery  conflict  still  continued,  and,  as  soon  as  it  ceased, 
we  were  ordered  to  take  our  position  immediately  in  front  of  the  ene 
my's  batteries  and  about  a  quarter  of  *a  mile  therefrom,  being  still  in 
the  front  of  your  brigade.  At  this  point  we  bivouacked  for  the 
nigh.t,  and  were  prepared  for  action  at .  three  o'clock  next  morning, 
under  orders  from  you.  .  In  a  short  time  after  this,  the  enemy's  bat 
teries  opened  upon  us,  as  did  some  of  their  sharpshooters.  Under 
this  fire  we  remained  for  about  an  hour  and*  a  half,  when  we  were 
ordered  into  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road  last  spoken  of,  to 
which  position  we  moved,  marching  by  the  right  flank. 

Aboyt  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  the  27th  ultimo,  we  were  ordered 
again  to  take  our  position  m  the  road,  which  we  accordingly  did. 
After  remaining  there  for  some  time,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  en- 
.emy  had  abandoned  his  position  in  the  batteries.  We  then  took  up 
our  line  of  march  for  Games'  Mill,  which  point  we  reached  between 
three  and  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  of  the  same  (fay.  Almost  immedi 
ately  upon  arriving  at  this  point,  our  regiment  was  ordered  irrto  ac 
tion.  We  a-dvanced  upon  the  right-hand  road,  having  thrown  for 
ward  two  companies  as  skirmishers,  who  were  immediately  engaged, 
w.hen  the  whole  regiment  advanced  rapidly  to  their  support.  In  this 
advance,  company. B  did  distinguished  credit  to  itself^  and  its  com 
mander,  Captain  R.  S.  Young,  by  the  readiness  wifh  which  it  became 
.  aligned,  and  its  marked  steadiness  in  advancing  under  a  very  heavy 
fire.  As  we  approached,  Colonel  Campbell  ordered  the  skirmishers 
to  form  upon  the  right  of  the  regiment  and  the  line  advanced  to  a 
rail  fence  in  front  of  the  wqpds.  Here  we  engaged  the  enemy,  vastly  su- 
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perior  to. us  in  numbers.  After  holding  this  position  for  some  time, 
and  finding  he  was  not  so  rapidly  reinforced '  as  he  anticipated,  Colo 
nel'  Campbell  ordered  his  regiment  to  retire  to  the  rear  of  the  wood. 
The  command  was  then  seperated.  About  seven  companies  under  com 
mand  of  Col.  Campbell,  were  almost  immediately  advanced  to  their  pre-  ' 
vious  position,  Aid  three  companies  under  my  command,  to-wifc, 
B,  F,  A,. and  a  portion  of  G,  were  rallied  in  the  rear  of  the  wo'od, 
and  reported  to  Major  General  Hill  for  orders.  The  seven  companies, 
under  Col.  Campbell,  after  driving  the  enemy  through  the*wood,  were 
ordered  by  Major  General  Ewell  to  charge  their  position  by  a  move 
ment  by  the  right  flank.  After  moving  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
they  were  ordered  to  advance  across  a  swamp,  and  t)ver  an  abattis  of 
felled  trees,  up  a  hill,  upon  an  entrenched  position  of  the  enemy.  It 
was  in  Ihis  advance  that  our  patriotic  Colonel  lost  that  life  which  was 
80  dear  to  his  whole  regiment.  The  colors,  when  the  advance  began, 
were  in  the  hands  of  Corporal  Henry.  T.  Fight,  of  company  F.  .  He 
was  instantly  shot  down,  when  they  were  again  seized  by  Corporal 
James  A.  Harris,  of  company  I;  he  was  alsp  shot  down,  when  Colo 
nel  Campbel  himself  seized  the  colors,  and,  advancing  some  twenty 
paces  in  front  of  Kis  regiment,  ordered  them 'not  to  fire,  but  follow 
him.  Within  twenty  paces -of  the  enemy's  line  he  was  shot  down, 
when  Lieutenant  Lmncan  C.  Haywood,  commanding  company  E, 
again  seized  our  flag,  the  staff  of  which  had  been  shot  in  two,  and 
advanced  to  the  front  of  the  'regiment.  He  also  immdWiately  lost  his 
life,  whereupon  the  the  flag  of  the  regiment  was  carried  out  of  the 
action  by  Corporal  Geary,  of  company  C. 

It  was  now 'nightfall,  and  Major  Junius  L.  Hill,  who  had  behaved 
with. his  ufual  distinguished* gajlantry,  finding  that  more  than  half 
our  force  was  destroyed,  and  himself  exhausted  by  long  action,  and  a 
severe  shock  from  one  of  the  enemy's  bombs,  formed'such  of  his  men 
as  as  he  could  collect,  and  reported  to  me. 

The  flag  which  was  borne  during  this  conflict  was  literally  shot  to 
pieces,  and  bore  upon  its  field  the  marks  .of  thirty-two  ti%lls.  J?his  is 
the  best  indication  .of  the  heavy  fire  to  which  our  brave  men  were  ex 
posed. 

My  portion  of  the  command,  which,  in  obedience  to  orders,  had 
fallen  back  to  the  rear  of  the  wood,  after  the  first  two  hours  of  the 
engagement,  was,  upon  my  application  to  Major  General  A.  P.  gill 
for  orders,  ordered  towards  the  right  of  our  lines  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  a  portion  of  General  Jackson's  command,  which,  he  in 
formed  me,  was  then  upon  the  field1:  My  men  cheerfully  and  ear- 
ly  advanced  towards  the  right,  with  ciders  for  "Old  Stonewall." 
Jwere  under  heavy  fire  for  the  rest  of  the  evening,  but  were  not 
fctively  engaged  as  the  rest  of^our  regiment ;  the  aforesaid  portion 
Jackson's  command  and  Wheat's  battalion  being  in  our  front. 

Near  nightfall  I  reported  to  you,  stating  the  exhausted  condition 
of  my  troops,  when  you  directed  m.e  to  form  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
approaching  the  enemy,  and  post  sentinels  along  the  road  so  as  to 
collect  such  portions  of  your  brigade  as  might  pass  aloflg  sajid  road, 
directing  them  to  bivouac  at  this  point. 
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On  Saturday,  the  28th,  we  remained  quietly  in  our  bivouac  caring 
for  the  wounded  and  dea'd. 

The  country  and  our  State  too  painfully  appreciate  the  loss  of  bur 
most  capable  Colonel  for  m?  to  say  aught  in  bis  praise.  . 
%  It  was  in  this  battle  that  company  E,  und^r  the  command  of  Liju- 
tenant  Hay  wood,' lost  all  of  its  officers.  Lieutenants  Hay  wood  and 
Clap  were  killed  in  the  brave  afid  faithful  discharge  of  then*  duties. 
Lieut.  H.  C.  Graham,  lute  of  the  twenty-second  regiment  No,rth  Caro 
lina  troops,*who  had  volunteered  to  take  a  command  in  the  same  com 
pany,  as  Lieutenant,  had  his  leg  broken  early  in  the  conflict. 

Where  almost  every  officer'  has  distinguished  himself,  it  is  difficult 
to  bestow  especial  praise  upon  any;  but  the  serious  bereavement  which 
this  company  has  sustained,  not  only  in  the  loss  of  their  officers,  but  also 
in  the  loss  of  men,  induces  me  to  cotrimencl  it  to  your  special  c&nsider- 
ation.  I  shall  take  occasion  hereafter  to  recommend  Lieutenant  Gra- 
8am  for-promotion,  if  his  wound  will  admit  of  his  again  entering  thd 
service. 

In  this  battbe  it  was,  ^Iso,  that  Captain  R.  B.  McRae  was  seriously, 
and  W.  N.  Peoples,  of  company  K,  mortally,  wounded.  Lieutenant 
Jos.  C.  Miller,  of  company  K,  here  rendered  up  his  life,  having  fallen 
in  close  proximity  to  the  point  where  Colonel  Campbell  fell  while 
bravely  leading  his  men  into  the  conflict.  Captain  McAuley,  com 
pany  i,  and  Lieutenant  W.  J.  Kerr,  company  D,  (the  color  company,) 
also  s'ustained€erious  injuries  from  which  they  will  not  soon  recover. 
Many  others  sustained  injuries,  the  extent  of  which  m;iy  be  learned 
from  official  reports  already  published. 

On  Sunday,  the  29th,  we  proceeded  to  recross  the  Chickahominy;  and 
pursued  the  enemy  until  Monday  evening,  the  30th,  when  we  overtook 
him,  and  were  at  once  formed  in  columns  of  regiments,  o'u  the  right 
of  the  road,  un-der  cover  of  the  woods.  In  a  few  moments  we  were, 
led  into  action  by  you,  in  person.  Since  you  witnessed  the  daring  of 
my  regiment  while  advancing  towards  the  enemy,  under  a  terrific 
lite,  auJthe  disadvantages,  under  which  they  labored  in  meeting  re 
treating  batteries',  and  in  not  knowing  with  accuracy* the  point  for 
which  they  had  been  designated.  I  shall  leave  it  to  you,  General,  to 
say  all  that  is  necessary  in  th<?ir  praise. 

So  soon  as  'the 'enemy  appeared  in  sight,  the  order  was  given  'for 
oiy  regiment  to  charge,  which  we  did,  without  faltering,  and  drove 
him  before  us  for  at  least  cnc  rnilc,  every  inch  of  which  was  hotly 
contested;  It  was  now  near  sunset,  and  finding  that  'he  kad  fallen 
upon  his  reserves,  which  extended  far  beyond  my  right  flank,  and 
that  we  had  driven  away  ^ie  immediate  force  that  were  protectin 
enemy's  batteries,  1  ordered  a  change  of  position,  so  as  to  refof 
rear  of  General  Fender's  brigade*  which  was  then  advancing  t 
support.  About  this  time,  I  was  myself  disabled  by  a  slight  woun* 
on  the  head,  but,  by  the  assistance  of  some  of  rny  men,  was  enabl 
for  a  while,  4o  keep  the  field1  and  to  se"nd  a  portion  of  my  men  again 
into  action  under  command  of  Major  J.  T.  Hill. 

During  tftis  action,  and  in  the  reformation  just  spoken  of,  I  take 
occasion  to  acknowledge  the  eminent  services  rendered  to  me,  my 
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regiment,  and  the  cause,  by  ftjajor  Hill,  who  was  always  ready  to 
'expose  himself  to  the  hottest  fire;  to  Lieutenant  L.  D.  Stockton,  my 
adjutant,  who  was  by  my  side  during  the  whole  action,  except  when 
bearing  official  messages,  under  the  enemy's  fire,  and  did  great 
service  in  assisting  me  in  rallying  the  men;  Lieutenant  Munro,  of 
the  second  North  Carolina,  regiment,  who  was  acting  as  volunteer, 
lieutenant  in  company  E  also  distinguished  himself  b/  conspicuous 
bravery.  Captain  J.  McLeo'd  Turner,  company  F,  and  his  command, 
distinguished  themselves^  as  .they  have  always  hitherto  done,  by  the 
eagerness  with  which  they  approached  the  foe.  Lieutenant  Murehi- 
8on,  company  C,  also^proved  himself  a  worthy  successor  of  his  disabled 
captain,  R.  B.  McRae.  It  was  in  this  contest  that  Lieutenant  J. 
Milton  Alexander  was  mortally,  and*Lieutenan!s  Dickey  and  Black- 
mar  seriously,  wounded.  In -this  battle  I  have  no  complaint  to  make 
of  any  officer  or  man  in  their  advance  upon  the  enemy ;  and  I  beg 
leave  especially  to  commend  the  conduct,  not  only  of  the  officers 
whom  I  have  just  named,  but  also  of  Captain  J.  G.  Harris,  company 
H,  and  Lieutenant  A.  A.  Pool,  commanding  company  K.  This  night 
my  regiment  spent  upon  the  field  ;  and  on  Tuesday  evening,  about 
seven  o'clock,  while  we  were  under,  marching  orders,  and  actually  on 
the  march,  we  were  ordered  into  the  action  at  Malvern  Hill.  We 
advanced  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  but  the  dark 
ness  came  upon  us  so  rapidly  that  we  were  not  actively  engaged  that 
night.  We  were  then  continued  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  until 
the  9th'  instant,  whe,ii  we  were  ordered  to  our  present  camp,  fojir 
miles  from  Richmond. 

During  these  contests  we  have  lost  six  officers  killed  or  mortally 
wounded,  and  sixteen  wounded,  twenty-nine  men  killed  on  the  field, 
and  two  hundred  and  two  wounded.  'The  number  actually  carried 
into  action  on  Friday,  27th 'ultimo,  was  near  four  hundred  and  fifty, 
officers  and  men.  In  specially  commending  certain  officers,  whose 
conduct  was  markedly  brought  to  my  own  notice,  I  have  reason  to 
believe  tnat  my  officers  generally  Behaved  quite  as  gallantly  as  they. 
It  is  a  painful  duty,  in  such  a  regiment,  to  record  the  fact  that  Lieu- 
tenant  W.  C.  Gwin,  of  company  K,  ab'sented  himself  from  his  com 
pany  and  regiment,  without  leave,  as  did,  also,  Lieutenant  M.  W, 
Hill?  of  company  A,  after  the  fight  on  Friday.  It  is  but  fair,  how- 
eve?,  to  these  officers  to.  state  that  no  official  investigation  has  yet 
taken  place  of  their. conduct  upon  this  occasion. 
I  have  the  honor,  General,  to  be, 

With  high  respect,  youjr  obedient  servant, 

ED.  GRAHAMJIAYWOOD, 
t  Colonel,  commanding  Seventh  Regiment  N.  C.  Troops. 
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'     REPORT  OF  COLONEL  STARKE. 

HEADQUARTERS  SIXTIETH  REG.  VIRGINIA  VOLS.,  ) 
.  July  19,   1862.  \ 

0 

Captain  G.  F.  HARRISON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  First  Brigade, 

*  Light  Division  :  . 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  late  battles  before  Richmond : 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  Sltimo,.  orders  were  received  to  hold 
the  regiment  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.  At  three 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  that  day  we  received  the  order  to  take  up  the  line 
of  march.  Obeying  this  order,  we  crossed  the  Chickahominy  at 
Meadow  Bridge,  and,  in  connection  with  the  other  regiments  'com 
posing  the  brigade,  drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets  to  within  a  half  mile 
of  Mechanicsville,  at  which  point  the  regiment  was  drawn  up  in  line  of 
battle  in  rear  of  the  fifty-fifth.  .Virginia,  on  the  right  of  the  road. 
Advancing  steadily,  we  forced  the  enemy  to  abandon  Mechanicsville. 
Immediately  beyond  this  point  we  encountered  a  severe  fire  from  their 
batteries  in  crossing  an  open  field  in  their  front.  In  obedience  to  or 
ders,  the  direction  was  changed  to  the  left, -and,  marching  by  that 
flank,  we  reached  the  cover  of  the  woods  on  that  side,  where  we  were 
..halted.  Here  we  were  exposed  for  a  few  moments  to  a  most  galling 
fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  under  which  fire  I  was  wounded  in 
the  hand,  and  turned  over  the  command  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  H. 
Jones,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  facts  connected  with  the'report 
from  that  time,  until  I  resumed  the  command.  Proceeding  through 
this  wood,  another  field  was  crossed  and  another  wood  again  entered, 
where  the  enemy  was  drawn* up  in  line  of  battle  on  the  crest  of  the 
hill  on  the  opposite  side  of  a  small  branch  in  the  ravine  in  front  of 
us.  Advancing  through  this  wood,  the  regiment  having  been  wheeled 
into  line,  of  battle,  we  moved  down  the  side  of  the  hill,  took  our  posi 
tion  in  rear  of  the  forces  of  a  brigade  immediately  in  our  front,  and 
opened  fire  upon  the  enemy.  Here,  for  at  least  two  hours,  the  battle 
raged  most  violently. 

Our  loss  here  was  considerable,  Lieutenant  Siely,  of  company  I, 
being  killed  ;  Captain  C?ynor  and  Lieutenant  Paxton,  of  company 
<F,  and  Lieutenant  Pack,  of  company  A,  being  wounded,  and  many 
privates,  both  killed  and  wounded. 

About  ten  o'clock,  Friday  morning,  the  brigade  was  ordered  to 
move  in  the  direction  of  Games'  Mill,  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  H. 
Jones  still  in  command  of  the  Regiment.  Having  passed  beyond  the 
mill,  the  brigade  was  halted  and  disposition  made  to  support  General 
Anderson's  brigade,  which  had  been  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy, 
strongly  posted  in  front  ft  the  right  of  the  road'.  This  regiment  wag 
formed  in  column  of  companies,  at  half  distance,  "to  support  the  regi 
ments  of  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle  in  front.  Advancing,  after  a 
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short  delay,  through  the  wood,  we  drove  back  the  enemy's  sharp 
shooters  in  the  direction  of  his  main  line.  Emerging  into  a  field  in 
front,  the  command  was  given  to  charge,  and  the  regiments  in  front, 
supported  by  this  regiment,  (the  sixtieth  Virginia,)  rushed  forward 
with  loud  shouts.  Unfortunately,  however,  we  had  proceeded  but  a 
few  hundred  yards,  when,  upon  reaching  the  crest  of  the  hill,  within 
full  view  of  the  enemy,  the  centre  of  the  line  encountered  a  house 
and  garden  fence,  which  broke  the  line  of  the  regiments  in  front.  At 
the  same  time  the  enemy  operted  upon  us  a  terrific  fire  of  artillery  and 
musketry.  Nevertheless  this  regiment  maintained  its  position  until 
gome  regiments  in  front,  said  to  belong  to  General 'Anderson's  brig 
ade,  gave  way,  falling  back  through  the  brigade.  We  were  then  com 
manded  "to  fall  back  in  order,"  by  the  General  commanding.  This 
movement  was  attended -with  some  confusion,  but  a  large  proportion 
of  the  regiment  rallied  gallantly  around  their  flag  and  many  members 
of  other  regiments,  exhorted  by  the  General  commanding,  and  others, 
rallied  with  us.  Here  Capt.  Tomkins,  of  company  G,  was  killed  while 
gallantly  exhorting  his  command  to  stand  by  their  colors.  Not  being 
advisable  to  attempt  another  charge  at  that  time,  we  fell  back  to  the 
woods,  where  the  regiment  remained  until  again  ordered  forward  in 
the  final  and  victorious  charge,  in  which  charge,  however,  the  regi 
ment  did  not  act  as  conspicuous  a  part  as  was  desirable,  owing  to  a 
misapprehension  of  orders;  but  the  whole  command  behaved  with  re 
markable  coolness,  though  exposed  fbf  several  hours  to  a  most  har- 
rassing  fire  of  shell  and  musketry.  The  regiment  remained  on  the 
battle-field  until  Sunday  morning,  when  the  brigade  crossed  the 
Chickahominy. 

On  Sunday  evening,  I  rejoined  tWtegiment  and  resumed  the  com 
mand. 

On  Monday  evening,  the  3()th,  we  were  ordered  to  the  support  of 
General  Kemper's  brigade,  then  engaged  near  Frasier's  farm,  with 
an  overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy.  The  regiment  advanced  at 
double-quick,  nearly  two  miles,  to  the  brow  of  a  hill,  where  a 
battery  of  eight  guns  (Randall's  Pennsylvania,  battery)  was  posted, 
which  had  been  taken  from  the  enemy,  and  by  them  recaptured  before 
we  reached  the  ground.  We  were  immediately  formed  into  line  of 
battle,  the  fifty-sixth  Virginia  on  our  right,  and  ordered  to  retake 
the  battery.  Delivering  a  few  vollies,  the  regiment  moved  forward, 
charged  the  enemy,  drove  them  in  and  through  the  woods  for  a  con 
siderable  distance,  killing,  wounding  and  taking  many  of  them  pris 
oners  and  recapturing  the  battery.  Upon  reaching  the  wood,  however, 
the  enemy  poured  a  heavy  fire  into  our  line,  upon  which,  the  com 
mand  was  given  to  "charge  bayonets."  This  command  was  obeyed 
with  great  alacrity  and  very  many  of  the  enemy  fell  before  the  formi 
dable  weapon.  After  driving  them  for  a  half  mile  beyond  this  point, 
the  regiment  was  ordered  to  halt,  ^rhere  we  remained  for  a  half  an 
hour,  it  being  then  quite  dark.  The  enemy  not  again  appearing,  the 
regiment  was  ordered  to  return  to  the  battery,  and  there  remain  until 
the  pieces  were  carried  from  the  field.  This  accomplished,  we  re 
turned  to  the  road  and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  In  this  engagement, 
32 


498 

Captain  Gilliam,  company  K,  and  Lieutenant  Moore,  company  F, 
were  wounded,  with  a  loss  of  many  privates  killed  and  wounded. 
Suffering  from  a  wound  in  my  hand,  I  was  again  compelled  to  relin 
quish  the  command,  and  left  the  regiment  in  charge  of  Major  Sum 
mers — Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  II.  Jones  being*quite  unwell,  and  having 
been  sent  to  Richmond  by  advice  of  the  surgeon. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  the  regiment  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle 
with  the  brigade,  but  was  not  called  into  action.  In  closing  this  re 
port,  I  must  beg  leave  to  mention,  most  particularly,  the  great  gal 
lantry  and  coolness  displayed  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jones,  who  was 
most  conspicuous  in  every  engagement  until  forced  to  leave  the  field 
of  battle  ;  and  it  was  to  me  a  source  of  intense  satisfaction  that, 
when  forced  to  relinquish  the  command,  I  was  enabled  to  place  the 
regiment  under  the  charge  of  so  capable  and  brave  an  officer.  Major 
Summers  led  gallantly  in  various  charges  in  which  the  regiment  was 
'ir/gaged,  acting  with  coolness  and  discretion.  To  Lieutenant  Pol 
lock,  adjutant  of  the  regiment,  too  much  praise  cannot  be  rendered  ; 
conspicuous  in  the  field,  leading  the  men  in  every  fight,  and  aiding 
most  materially  in. rallying  the  regiment  around  its  colors.  Of  the 
officers  of  the  line,  Captain  Hammond  and  Lieutenants  George  Given 
and  Johnson,  company  D ;  Captain  Taylor  and  Lieutenants  McClin- 
ftic  and  Larew,  of  company  E  ;  Captain  Coyner  and  Lieutenants 
Cabell,  Paxton  and  Moore,  company  F  ;  Captain  Rowan,  Lieutenants 
Pack  and  Shanklin,  company  A ;  Captain  Johnston,  Lieutenants 
Canon  and  Toibough,  company  B;  Captain  Dews,  Lieutenants  Easly 
and  Darlington,  (the  latter  commanding  the  infirmary  corps.)  of  com 
pany  C  ;  Captain  Bailey,  Lieutenants  Hale  and  Belcher,  company  H  ; 
Captain  Gilliam,  Lieutenants  Wilson,  Heslip  and  Tucker,  company 
K  ;  Captain  Thoi^pkins,  (killed,)  Lieulenants  Ingraham  and  Kelly, 
company  G  ;  Lieutenant  George,  commanding  company  I,  aided  by 
Lieutenant  Stephenson  and  Lilly,  (the  latter  killed,)  all  displayed 
conspicuous  gallantry. 

I  desire  to  notice,  particularly,  the  good  conduct  of  Lieutenant 
Gecrge,  not  only  throughout  the  engagements  in  which  the  regiment 
participated,  but  for  past  merits  while  in  charge  of  company  I,  in  faith 
fully  discharging  the  responsible  duties  of  his  position.  After  Cap 
tain  Coyner  received  his  wounds,  on  the  2Sth,  the  command  of 
company  F  devolved  on  First  Lieutenant  Cabell,  who,  in  the  suc 
ceeding  engagements,  deported  himself  with  remarkable  coolness  and 
Ibravery.  Lieutenant  Ingraham,  of  company  G,  who  assumed  com 
mand  of  company  G  upon  the  death  of  Captain  Tpmpkins,  attracted 
the  attention  of  all  by  his  unshrinking  courage  and  resolution.  The 
highest  terms  of  praise  apply  with  equal  justice  to  Lieutenants 
Ourren,  company  B ;  Easly,  of  company  C ;  Hale,  of  company  H, 
upon  whom,  owing  to  tho  wounds  or  sickness  of  their  captains,  in 
particular  engagements,  devolved  the  command  of  their  respec 
tive  companies.  Lieutenant  Larew,  company  E,  particularly,  dis 
tinguished  himself  in  the  charge  of  the  3()th,  seizing  the  colors 
of  the  regiment  from  the  color-bearer,  who  was  exhausted,  he  bore 
them  gallantly  in  front  of  the  regiment  until  the  enemy  were  driven 
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from  the  field.  It  is  proper  to  remark,  in  this  connection,  that  Lieu 
tenant  Summers,  company  A,  was  absent  on  detailed  service,  and 
Lieutenants  Jones,  company  B  ;  Johnson,  company  C  ;  Rector,  com 
pany  Gr ;  Carr,  company  H,  and  Captain  Ryan,  company  I,  were 
absent,  sick,  during  these  engagements. 

I  would  be  doing  injustice  to  Sergeant-major  Corbell,  a  mere  youth, 
were  I  to  omit  calling  special  attention  to  the  coolness  and  soldier 
like  bearing  that  marked  his  conduct  throughout.  IJe  is  a  young 
officer  of  great  promise. 

Ordnance-sergeant  Peyton  also  discharged  his  duties  with  prompti 
tude  and  fidelhy.  Captain  McDonald,  quartermaster,  and  Captain 
Estelle,  regimental  commissary,  were  prompt  and  efficient  in  the  dis 
charge  of  their  duties  and  their  general  conduct  ever  since  their  con 
nection  with  the  regiment,  has  been  worthy  of  all  praise.  To  Sur 
geon  H.  R.  Noel  and  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  R.  Capehart,  I  was  un 
der  many  obligations  for  their  unwearied  and  skillful  attentions  to 
the  wounded  of  the  regiment.  The  non-commissioned  officers,  with 
but  three  exceptions,  acted  their  parts  well. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  noticing  the  conduct  of  Privates 
George  R.  Taylor,  company  E,  and  Robert  A.  Christian,  company  I. 
The  former  may  be  styled  the  father  of  the  regiiuent.  Near  sixty 
years  of  age,  he  volunteered  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and 
his  energy,  patriotism,  and  general  good  conduct,  as  well  as  his  deter 
mined  bravery  in  all  the  recent  engagements,  have  excited  the  admi 
ration  of  all.  Private  Christian,  in  the  bayonet  charge  of  the  30th, 
was  assailed  by  no  less  than  four  of  the  enemy  at  the  saane  instant. 
He  succeeded  in  killing  three  of  them  with  his  own  hands,  though 
wounded  in  several  places  by  bayonet  thrusts,  and  his  brother,  Eli 
Christian,  going  to  his  aid,  despatched  the  fourth.  Rev.  Nathaniel 
G.  Robinson,  formerly  a  Lieutenant  in  company  I,  but  who  was  not 
a  candidate  for  re-election,  returned  to  the  regiment  after  a  brief  ab 
sence,  and  taking  his  musket,  fought  gallantly  through  the  battles  of 
the  26th,  27th,  and  3Uth  ultimo,  in  the  last  of  which  he  received  a 
slight  wound.  Such  conduct,  prompted  by  patriotism  and  a  sense  of 
duty  alone,  is  worthy  of  note.  For  a  detailed  account  of  the  good 
conduct  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  generally,  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  several  company  reports  accompanying 
this  document. 

W.  E.  STARKB,  , 
Colonel,  commanding  6Mh  Virginia  regiment 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  F.  MARSHALL. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  REGIMENT*  RIFLES,  S.  C.  V., 
Second  Brigade,  Light  Division. 

To  Brigadier  General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Light  Division  : 

SIR  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report  as  embracing  the  part  that  my  regiment 
took  in  the  battles  before  Richmond,  commencing  Thursday,  the  26th 
June,  and  ending  on  Tuesday  night,  1st  July,  instant : 

On  Wednesday  night,  the  25th  June,  the  brigade  took  up  the  line 
of  march  for  Meadow  Bridge,  on  the  Chickahominy,  and  halted  about 
three,  A.  M.,  to  rest  the  troops,  preparatory  to  the  coming  struggle. 
On  Thursday  evening,  four,  P.  M.,  the  brigade  was  put  in  motion  for 
Meadow  Bridge,  which  we  reached  about  six,  P.  M.,  the  enemy 
having  abandoned  all  their  entrenchments  near  the  bridge  and  fallen 
back  upon  their  stronghold  at  Mechanicsville.  The  other  brigades  of 
the  division  having  engaged  the  enemy  in  and  around  Mechanicsville, 
there  seemed  to  be  no  immediate  need  of  our  brigade,  and,  in  obe 
dience  to  orders,  I  formed  my  regiment  in  line  of  battle,  in  rear  of  a 
hedge  row,  to  await  further  orders.  Here,  during  a  heavy  cannonade 
of  shell  and  grape,  my  regiment  was  put  to  a  severe  trial  of  their 
•courage  for  two  and  a  half  hours  without  the  privilege  of  returning 
a  shot ;  but  I  am  happy  to  report  that  not  a  man  shrank  from  his  post 
of  duty.  I  had  one  private  killed  by  a  shell — Samuel  0.  Read,  of 
company  G.  Night  closed  with  the  capture  of  Mechanicsville.  On 
the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  second  brigade  of  Majcr  General  A.  P. 
HilTs  division  was  put  in  the  advance  and  pressed  on  after  the  enemy 
as  rapidly  as  circumstances  would  allow.  On  approaching  Games' 
Mill,  the  enemy  was  discovered  in  btrong  force  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  creek,  to  resist  our  crossing  and  the  rebuilding  of  the  bridge. 
After  reconnoitering  the  position  of  the  enemy,  the  second  brigade 
was  soon  formed  into  line  of  battle,  Colonel  Hamilton  on  the  right, 
supported  by  Colonel  Edwards;  Colonel  Barnes  on  the  left,  supported 
by  Colonel  Marshall.  Thus  formed,  we  advanced  upon  the  enemy, 
and  in  fifteen  minutes  after  we  opened  fire  they  retreated  in  the  direc 
tion  of  Gold  Harbor.  The  division  having  crossed  over,  General 
Gregg  was  again  put  in  the  advance  and  was  ordered  to  reconnoitre 
and  scour  the  woods  and  fields  that  lay  on  the  left  of  the  road  leading 
to  the  enemy's  works.  For  this  purpose  the  same  line  of  battle  was 
formed  by  the  brigade  as  before  crossing  at  Games'  Mill,  and  the 
order  to  advance  given.  As  soon  as  we  discovered  the  enemy,  posted 
in  a  pine  thicket,  the  charge  was  made,  and  in  ten  minutes  we  drove 
them  out,  and  those  we  did  not  capture  or  wound  beat  a  hasty  retreat 
to  the  main  battle-ground,  selected  and  fortified  by  the  enemy.  At 
two,  P.  M.,  we  advanced  to  Cold  Harbor,  where  we  rested  a  few  mo 
ments,  preparatory  to  a  charge  upon  the  enemy's  positions.  The 
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Crenshaw  battery  was  ordered  forward,  which,  in  a  gallant  style, 
opened  upon  the  enemy's  position  in  front.  This  disclosed  two  heavy 
batteries  of  the  enemy,  who  commenced  throwing  shot  and  shell  into 
our  ranks  at  a  destructive  rate.  The  second  brigade  was  now  formed 
into  line  of  battle,  with  Colonel  Hamilton  on  the  right,  Colonel  Mar 
shall  in  the  centre,  Colonel  Barnes  on  the  left,  and  Colonel  Edwards 
for  a  support.  In  this  position  we  advanced  upon  the  enemy  at  a 
double-quick,  under  heavy  discharges  of  shell,  grape  and  canister, 
many  falling,  killed  and  wounded.  We  dashed  through  tree  tops, 
mud,  marshes  and  branches,  driving  the  enemy  before  us  until  we  got 
possession  of  the  brow  of  the  hill  upon  which  the  enemy's  batteries, 
in  strong  force,  were  posted.  Here  we  remained  for  about  two  hours, 
exposed  to  canister,  grape  and  musketry,  while  a  heavy  cannonade 
was  going  on  over  our  heads  between  the  Crenshaw  battery  and  those 
of  the  enemy.  At  four,  P.  M.,  you  having  determined  to  take  a  bat 
tery  which  had  been  throwing  grape  and  canister  on  our  right,  called 
for  the  first  rifles,  South  Carolina  volunteers.  I  asked  what  Were 
your  orders  ?  You  replied  that  you  wanted  me  to  take  a  battery  with 
my  regiment,  which  had  been  playing  on  our  right,  and  drive  the 
enemy  back.  "  The  battery  was  about  five  hundred  yards  in  that  di 
rection,"  pointing  with  your  hand.  I  replied  that  I  would  do  it  if  it 
were  possible.  I  placed  the  two  flanking  companies,  Captain  Perrin's 
and  Captain  J.  J.  Norton's,  one  hundred  yards  in  front,  as  skirmish 
ers,  covering  the  front  of  my  regiment  when  deployed,  and  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Perrin.  I  placed  Captain  Miller's  company 
fifty  paces  in  rear  of  Captain  Perrin's,  to  support  him ;  and  Captain 
Miles  M.  Norton  fifty  paces  in  rear  of  Captain  J.  J.  Norton,  to  sup 
port  him.  I  placed  the  four  companies  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Leadbetter.  In  rear  of  these  companies,  thus  disposed,  I 
placed  the  six  remaining  companies,  viz :  Captains  Harrison's, 
Moore's,  Cox's,  Henagan's,  Hawthorn's  and  Hadden's — all  the  cap 
tains  being  present  and  in  command  of  their  respective  companies. 
Before  giving  the  command  to  advance,  I  called  upon  the  regiment 
"  to  remember  the  State  from  whence  they  came,  to  put  their  trust 
in  God,  and  acquit  themselves  like  men."  At  this  awful  moment 
there  was  not  a  quiver  nor  a  pallid  cheek,  nor  any  disposition  to  give 
way  on  account  of  feeble  health,  when  there  were,  as  I  personally 
know,  more  than  twenty  men  who  had  just  risen  from  beds  of  sick 
ness  to  participate  in  the  battles.  There  was  a  calmness  and  settled 
determination  on  the  part  of  every  man  "  to  do  or  die  "  in  the  at 
tempt.  I  gave  the  command,  "  Double-quick,  march,"  and,  as  soon 
as  we  had  gained  the  old  field,  "  Charge  bayonets,"  at  the  same  time 
deploying  the  six  remaining  companies  to  the  left,  supporting  the 
entire  line  of  skirmishers.  As  soon  as  we  emerged  from  the  pines 
we  were  met  by  a  most  destructive  fire  from  the  enemy  in  front  and 
on  our  left,  and,  as  soon  as  we  had  cleared  about  one  hundred  yards, 
of  the  old  field,  two  heavy  batteries  on  our  left,  about  six  hundred 
yards  off,  poured  into  our  ranks  a  deadly  fire  of  grape  and  canister. 
Here  it  was  that  my  adjutant,  Lieutenant  J.  B.  Sloan,  was  shot 
down  by  my  side,  while  gallantly  aiding  me,  and  urging  on  the 
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charge  of  the  regiment.  Here,  also,  fell  Captain  R.  A.  Hawthorn, 
gallantly  leading  his  company.  A  few  paces  further  fell  Captain 
Ilenagan,  another  noble  spirit,  leading  his  cempany.  Close  by  his 
side  fell  his  gallant  lieutenant,  (Brown,)  and*  further  fell  the  gallant 
and  patriotic  Lieutenant  Samuel  McFall,  and  near  him  fell  Sergeant- 
Major  McGhee,  nobly  cheering  the  men  on  to  the  charge.  My  men, 
although  now  under  three  cross  fires,  and  falling  thick  and  fast  from 
one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other,  never  once  faltered.  Finding  no 
battery,  they  dashed  on  to  the  woods  in  front,  where  were  posted 
seven  regiments  of  the  enemy,  including  the  Pennsylvania  reserves. 
Here  my  men  got  the  first  chance  to  exchange  shots.  They  com 
menced  a  deadly  fire  upon  the  enemy,  advancing  upon  them  as  they 
delivered  their  fire — some  of  the  men  having  it  hand  to  hand,  club 
bing  their  rifles,  and  then  despatching  four  or  five  with  the  bayonet — 
many  taking  dead  aim  through  the  forks  of  trees.  While  this  suc 
cessful  movement  was  going  on,  the  left  wing  of  my  regiment  was 
about  being  out  flanked  by  about  five  hundred  New  York  Zouaves, 
who  came  down  upon  rny  left  in  a  desperate  charge.  I  looked  for 
my  support,  but  could  not  see  any,  and  then  to  the  left  of  the  field 
for  the  other  two  regiments,  but  could  not  see  either  of  them,  and 
thus  I  was  left  alone,  contending  against  seven  regiments.  At  this 
time  Lieutenant  Higgiris  gathered  around  kim  some  thirty  riflemen, 
who  poured  into  the  ranks  of  the  Zouaves  such  a  deadly  fire  as  to 
bring  their  left  to  a  stand  still.  During  this  halt  of  the  Zouaves,  I 
ordered  my  regiment  to  fall  back  (after  having  driven  the  enemy  to 
their  camp)  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  where  we  entered,  and,  then 
filing  to  the  right,  conducted  them  in  safety  down  a  road,  where  1 
formed  the  remnant  under  cover  of  the  hill  in  front  of  the  Zouaves. 
Just  as  I  was  forming,  a  North  Carolina  regiment  came  up,  and 
assisted  us  in  giving  a  complete  check  to  any  further  movement  of  the 
enemy  in  this  quarter.  Thus  ended  one  of  the  most  desperate 
charges  I  ever  before  witnessed ;  and  I  feel  thankful  to  a  kind  Provi 
dence  that  so  many  of  us  escaped,  to  witness  the  most  complete 
triumph  of  our  arms  in  the  hardest  contested  battle  before  Richmond, 
and  the  one  which  decided  the  fate  of  the  Yankee  army.  That  night 
the  regiment,  in  connection  with  Colonel*Hamilton's  and  a  portion  of 
the  thirteenth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  under  command  of  Major 
Farrow,  slept  upon  the  battle-field. 

On  Saturday  morning,  I  called  for  a  report  of  the  different  compa 
nies  of  my  regiment,  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  and  found 
from  their  reports  that  my  worst  fears  were  realized,  as  to  the  de 
struction  of  my  regiment.  In  that  charge  we  had  sustained  a  loss  of 
seventy- six  killed,  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  wounded,  and  fifty - 
•eight  missing;  and  I  had  only  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  for  duty.  Early  that  morning 
I  made  a  detail  from  each  company  to  bury  their  dead,  and  so  severe 
was  the  work  of  death  in  some  of  the  companies,  that  it  took  the 
detail  all  day  to  bury  their  dead.  This  sad  duty  performed,  we  were 
permitted  again  to  sleep  that  night  on  the  battle-field. 

Early   Sunday  morning,  the  brigade  was  put  under  marching  or- 
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ders,  and  about  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  we  took  up  the  line  of  march  for 
the  south  side  of  the  Chiehahominy,  via  New  Bridge.  After  inarch 
ing  until  nine  o'clock  that  night,  we  bivouacked  about  twelve  miles 
below  Richmond,  on  the  Darbytown  road,  close  upon  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  who,  we  learned,  had  been  driven  that  day  and  the  day  pre 
vious,  from  his  strong  fortifications  in  front  of  Richmond. 

O^klonday,  the  30th,  we  took  up  the  line  of  march,  and  pushed 
dowr^the  Darbytown  road  until  we  came  upon  the  enemy,  strongly 
entrenched,  behind  breastworks.  The  brigades  of  our  division  that 
were  in  front  of  the  second  brigade  were  soon  engaged  with  the 
enemy,  and  our  brigade  was  permitted  to  rest  for  a  few  moments, 
preparatory  to  any  emergency  that  might  occur.  More  troops  were 
called  for  by  General  Hill,  and  the  second  brigade  was  rapidly  ad 
vanced  to  the  field  of  action.  When  near  the  position  of  the  enemy, 
two  regiments  (Colonels  Edwards  and  McGowan)  were  advanced  to 
the  right,  to  engage  the  enemy,  and  the  other  three  regiments  (Colo 
nels  Hamilton,  Barnes  and  my  own,)  were  advanced  to  the  left,  to 
engage  the  enemy  if  they  presented  themselves.  Here  we  were  ex 
posed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  not  being  able  to  return  a 
single  shot,  on  account  of  our  friends — General  Longstreet's  division 
being  in  front.  Here  I  had  nine  wounded,  without  the  least  chance 
of  inflicting  any  damage  upon  the  enemy;  but  we  had  the  consolation 
of  hearing  the  shouts  of  triumph  from  our  friends  in  front,  and  the 
rout  of  our  enemies.  We  slept  upon  the  battle-field  that  night.  The 
next  morning  we  were  inarched  back  to  the  brigade  camping  ground 
that  we  had  occupied  the  day  before,  for  the  purpose  of  having  rations 
issued  to  the  troops.  Here  we  rested,  as  a  reserve  to  the  forces  that 
were  engaged  in  the  Tuesday's  battle.  About  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  the  second  brigade,  in  connection  with  the  other  brigades  of 
the  division,  was  put  in  motion,  to  render  any  assistance  that  might 
be  needed  by  our  friends  in  the  desperate  battle  that  was  then  raging. 
We  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  our  advancing  column,  ready  to 
strike  a  blow  when  most  needed.  Here  we  were  again  exposed  to  a 
heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell  for  an  hour,  but,  fortunately,  no  one  of 
my  regiment  was  injured. 

Thus  ended  the  series  of  hard-fought  battles  before  Richmond,  re 
sulting  in  the  complete  triumph  of  the  Confederate  arms,  and  the 
repulse  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  the  self-styled 
"  Young  Napoleon,"  who  had  been  forced  to  seek  protection  under 
cover  of  their  gunboats,  thirty  miles  down  the  James  river. 

It  affords  me  pleasure   to  bear  record  to  the  gallant  and  officer-like 

conduct  in  which  my  .field  officers  (Lieutenant  Colonel  Leadbetter  and 

Major  J.  W.  Livingston)   bore  themselves  throughout  the  day,  and 

>  especially  in  the  charge.     Major  Livingston  received  a  severe  wound 

on  the  left  side  while  making  the  charge. 

I  am  proud  to  record  the  gallant  manner  in  which  Captain  James 
M.  Perrin,  as  commander  of  the  skirmishers,  acquitted  himself.  He 
deserves  great  credit  for  the  coolness  and  bravery  he  displayed  on 
ihat  occasion.  Also,  Captain  J.  J,  Norton,  his  junior,  in  command 
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of  the  skirmishers,  who  was  wounded  in  the  left  arm  while  gallantly 
leading  his  company. 

The  handsome  manner  in  which  Captains  Miller  and  Miles  M.  Nor 
ton  supported  the  advance  companies,  entitles  them  to  great  praise. 
Captain  Miller  was  wounded  in  the  right  side?  while  gallantly  leading 
his  company,  which  had  thirteen  killed  on  the  field.  Captain^iles 
M.  Norton,  who  had  left  a  sick  bed  to  lead  his  men  into  actior^pore 
himself  in  a  gallant  manner,  at  the  head  of  his  company,  and  is  en 
titled  to  great  credit.  Captain  F.  E.  Harrison  was  shot  down,  having 
received  a  severe  wound  in  his  leg,  while  gallantly  leading  his  com 
pany  through  the  severest  of.  the  fight.  Captain  G.  W.  Cox  was 
shot  down  while  nobly  leading  his  company  through  the  charge.  He 
had  sixteen  men  killed  on  the  field.  Captains  Moore  and  Hadden, 
who  passed  through  unscathed,  were  distinguished  for  their  coolness 
and  bravery,  throughout  the  entire  engagement.  Lieutenant  William 
C.  Davis  distinguished  himself  for  his  coolness  and  bravery  during 
the  battle.  He  received  a  severe  wound  on  the  head,  bound  it  up,  and 
fought  throughout  the  day.  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Higgins,  of  company 
G,  was  conspicuous  for  his  coolness  and  bravery  during  the  battle, 
fighting  the  Zouaves,  and  bringing  them  to  a  stand  still,  with  thirty 
men.  Lieutenant  Latimer,  company  G,  fell  dangerously  wounded  in 
the  ankh,  while  gallantly  supporting  the  skirmishers.  He  has  since 
died.  Lieutenant  McKay,  of  company  H,  was  seriously  wounded  in 
the  arm,  while  leading  his  company  after  his  captain  fell.  Lieuten 
ant  Philpot,  of  company  A,  fell  dangerously  wounded,  while  sustain 
ing  the  charge  of  his  company.  Lieutenant  Norris,  of  company  K, 
fell,  mortally  wounded,  (since  dead,)  while  jiobly  leading  his  company 
after  his  captain  had  fallen.  Lieutenants  John  B.  Sloan,  of  company 
D;  Fullerton,  of  company  F;  Pratt,  of  company  G;  Cheshire,  of 
company  K  ;  Holcomb,  of  company  A  ;  Dixon,  of  company  C  ;  Mace, 
of  company  H,  who  passed  through  uninjured,  deserve  great  credit 
for  the  coolness  and  bravery  displayed  by  them  throughout  the  en 
gagement. 

To  Lieutenant  Robertson,  company  B,  commander  of  the  infirmary 
corps,  the  regiment  is  greatly  indebted  for  the  prompt  and  timely  as 
sistance  afforded  the  wounded  during  the  thickest  of  the  fight.  This 
corps  worked  all  night,  carrying  off  the  wounded,  and  were  until 
twelve  M.,  the  next  day,  before  their  labors  were  ended.  They  de 
serve  great  credit. 

To  my  surgeon,  Dr.  T.  A.  Evans,  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  the 
prompt  preparations  of  the  surgical  department  for  the  battles,  and 
for  the  skill  and  ability  he  displayed  in  his  operations,  and  taking 
care  of  the  wounded. 

To  my  chaplain,  Rev.  H.  T.  Sloan,  I  have  always  been  indebted  for 
the  high  moral  influence  he  has  exercised  over  the  regiment,  and  par 
ticularly  after  this  bloody  battle,  in  administering  spiritual  comfort  to 
the  dying,  and  superintending  the  burial  of  the  dead  of  the  regiment. 
He  is  entitled  to  great  credit  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  his  office,  under  great  privations  and  trials. 

My  commissary,  Captain  Edwards,  was  always  at  his  post,  with  ra- 
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tions  for  the  men,  never  allowing  the  regiment  to  he  without  some 
thing  to  eat  during  the  battles. 

My  quartermaster,  Captain  Thomas  B.  Lee,  was  transferred,  a  few 
days  previous,  to  the  brigade  staff,  in  which  he  bore  himself  gallantly, 
I  am  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his  valuable  services  while  acting  as 
quartermaster  to  my  regiment, 

To  my  special  aids,  Lieutenants  J.  T.  Parks  and  William  J.  Mar 
shall,  I  was  greatly  indebted  during  the  battle  for  their  valuable  ser 
vices  in  extending  my  orders.  They  distinguished  themselves  for 
their  coolness  and  bravery.  During  the  day,  Lieutenant  Parks  cap 
tured  seven  prisoners.  *  * 

During  the  charge,  my  color-sergeant,  Kyle,  of  company  B,  was 
distinguished  for  his  coolness  and  the  gallant  manner  in  which  he  bore 
the  regimental  flag.  When  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  he  was  shot 
down,  dangerously  wounded  through  the  thighs,  Corporal  Milford,  of 
company  F,  one  of  the  color-guard,  gathered  the  colors  and  bore 
them  triumphantly  through  the  charge.  It  has  three  bullet-holes 
through  it,  and  one  nearly  cutting  the  staff  in  two. 

To  the  gallant  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  who  each 
personally  distinguished  himself  for  coolness  and  bravery  during  the 
bloody  battle,  the  country  owes  a  debt  of  lasting  gratitude.  It  is  the 
private  who  has  to  bear  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  and  his  name 
should  be  placed  high  in  the  niche  of  fame.  They  are  all  entitled  to 
the  highest  reward  of  a  grateful  country 

It  is  gratifying  for  me  to  report  upon  the  accurate  and  deliberate 
firing  of  my  regiment.  There  was  not  a  tree  on  the  side  where  we 
entered  the  woods,  marked  by  a  ball  higher  than  six  feet,  and  lower 
than  the  knees,  while  on  the  Yankee  side,  they  ranged  from  thirty 
feet  down  to  the  ground. 

The  result  of  our  contest  with  the  enemy  was,  two  hundred  and 
fifty-three  regulars  and  Pennsylvanians,  and  thirty-two  New  York 
Zouaves  killed  on  the  field,  and  twenty-three  wounded  prisoners, 
among  them  a  major  and  a  first  lieutenant. 

I  trust  that  the  part  performed  by  my  regiment  in  the  recent  battles 
before  Richmond  meets  with  the  approval  of  our  General.  Tho 
highest  ambition  of  the  regiment  was  to  perform  every  duty  in  the 
great  struggle  assigned  to  it,  and  to  contribute,  by  its  efforts,  in  con 
nection  with  other  regiments,  to  the  complete  overthrow  of  the  en 
emy,  and  to  see  victory  perch  upon  the  Confederate  standards. 

The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  the  casualties  of  the  first  regiment 
rifles,  South  Carolina  wolunteers,  as  made  oat  by  the  commanders  of 
companies  on  the  12th  instant.  Copies  of  such  reports  accompany 
this  report : 

Total  killed,  eighty-one;  wounded,  two  hundred  and  thirty-four; 
missing,  four.  Total,  three  hundred  and  nineteen. 

Carried  into  action,  five  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Infirmary  corps,  forty. 

Pioneer  corps,  ten. 

Total  on  field  for  duty,  five  hundred  and  eighty-seven. 
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In  reference  to  proper  persons  to  be  recommended  for  promotions, 
I  ask  for  further  time,  and  desire  a  conference1' with  the  General. 
Respectfully  submtted, 

J.  FOSTER  MARSHALL, 
Colonel  1st  Regiment*  Rifles*  .$.  C.  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  CRENSHAW. 


HEADQUARTERS  CRENSHAW'S  BATTERY, 
Near  Richmond,  July  14,  1862 


:i 


GENERAL:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  10th  instant,  I  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  report: 

Soon  after  receiving  your  orders  (while  in  camp  at  Dr.  Friend's 
house,  Wednesday,  25th  June)  to  cook  two  days'  rations,  and  prepare 
to  march  that  evening,  the  enemy  opened"  fire  upon  us  from  the  earth 
works  he  had  just  thrown  up  near  Hogan's  house,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Chickahominy.  This  fire  was  kept  up  very  constantly  during 
the  day,  and  resulted  only  in  the  killing  of  two  of  my  horses.  In 
accordance  with  your  orders,  the  fire  was  not  returned  by  me.  Soon 
after,  we  started  on  the  march,  bivouacked  near  the  brook,  about  three 
o'clock,  at  night,  rested  nearly  all  of  Thursday  in  the  road,  and  in 
the  afternoon,  crossed  the  Chickahominy  at  the  Meadow  Bridge,  in  the 
rear  of  your  brigade.  In  accordance  with  your  orders,  I  halted  the 
battery  under  shelter  of  the  hill,  about  half  a  mile  this  side  of 
Mechanicsville,  where  we  remained  until  next  morning,  receiving  the 
shells  of  the  enemy,  but  without  taking  any  part  in  the  fight.  This 
shelling  resulted  in  no  loss  to  us. 

On  Friday  morning,  27th  June,  we  started  down  the  Chickahominy 
in  rear  of  your  brigade,  and  my  battery  was  the  first  to  cross  the 
bridge  at  Games'  mill,  which  was  effected  about  one  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Soon  after  crossing,  in  accordance  with  your  orders,  we  went  into 
battery  near  New  Cold  Harbor  house,  and  commenced  firing  at  the 
enemy's  infantry,  who  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  across  the  hill 
above  us.  They  were  soon  scattered  and  driven  out  of  our  sight,  and 
We  were  opened  upon  by  three  batteries  of  the  enemy,  on  the  same 
hill,  who  fired  very  rapidly,  and  against  whom  we  then  directed  our 
fire.  Unfortunately  for  us,  our  position  was  such  that  we  could  not 
manoeuvre  our  battery  ten  yards  to  the  right  or  left,  the  opening  in 
the  woods  through  which  we  had  to  fire  being  very  narrow.  We  con 
tinued  under  the  incessant  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries  for  nearly  two 
hours,  ceasing  our  own  fire  more  than  once,  when  the  charge  on  the 
enemy's  batteries  was  ordered  to  be  made  by  our  infantry. 

During  this  engagement,  I  received  your  message  to  manoeuvre  the 
battery  or  remove  it  from  the  field  under  fire,  at  my  discretion.  Find 
ing  that  no  infantry  of  the  enemy  were  in  sight,  and  that  we  had  been 
so  long  under  fire  of  their  several  batteries,  that  they  had  been  able 
to  get  our  range  very  accurately,  and  that  we  were  being  damaged  by 
them,  having  lost  in  killed  and  seriously  wounded  five  men  and  eleven 
horses,  I,  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  you  gave  me,  withdrew  my 
battery  some  two  hundred  yards  from  the  field.  After  resting  about 
three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and  finding  the  enemy's  infantry  had 
formed  on  the  hill  above  us  again,  we  returned  with  the  battery  to  its 
original  position,  soon  scattering  them,  and  then  continued  firing  upon 
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their  batteries.  While  firing  upon  the  infantry  on  the  hill  to  my  left, 
it  was  suggested  that  they  might  be  friends,  and  we  ceased  firing 
upon  them,  a  few  moments  until,  with  your  assistance,  we  could  ex 
amine  them  minutely  with  our  glasses.  YQU  being  satisfied  that  they 
were  not  friends,  we,  by  your  order,  opened  upon  them  again,  when 
they  soon  disappeared  from  'our  view. 

We  continued  in  this  second  engagement  about  an  hour,  when  two 
of  our  brass  pieces  becoming  disabled  by  the  breaking  of  the  axles, 
and  the  other  two  brass  pieces  too  hot  to  fire  with  safety,  you  ordered 
us  to  retire,  to  make  room  for  Captain  Johnson,  who  had  been  ordered 
up  to  relieve  us.  We  had  lost  in  it  four  men  killed  and  seriously 
wounded,  and  eleven  horses* but  succeeded  in  taking  off  the  two  dis 
abled  pieces  by  hand,  and  the  others  by  dismounting  our  chiefs  and 
hitching  their  horses  to  most  of  the  pieces.  In  accordance  with  your 
orders,  the  battery  was  then  taken  to  the  rear,  and  Lieutenant  Hobson 
started  at  twelve  o'clock,  that  night  to  Richmond,  with  the  disabled 
carriages  for  repairs,  and  a  wagon  for  ammunition,  and  men  to  bring 
out  more  horses. 

The  next  morning,  Saturday  28th  June,  what  ammunition  we  had 
left,  consisting  almost  entirely  of  solid  shot,  canister  and  long-range 
rifle  shell,  was  placed  in  the  chests  of  three  pieces,  which  we  carried 
upon  the  battle  field  of  the  previous  day.  Soon  after  we  arrived 
there,  we  received  orders  from  Major  General  Hill  to  return  with  my 
battery  to  Richmond  to  refit,  and  remain  for  orders.  Upon  my  inform 
ing  you  of  these  orders,  you  authorized  me  to  rejoin  you  as  soon  as 
I  had  fited  up,  and  that  you  would  take  the  responsibility  of  my  doing 
so  without  orders.  I  accordingly  returned  to  Richmond,  Saturday 
afternoon,  remained  there  until  the  Thursday  morning  following,  hav 
ing  succeeded  in  getting  a  temporary  detail  to  my  company  of  thirty 
men.  With  these  I  proceeded  down  the  road  and  overtook  your  bri 
gade  just  below  the  battle  field  of  the  Tuesday  previous,  remained 
with  you  until  the  return  of  the  division  to  its  present  position  neai 
the  city,  without  being  in  any  other  engagement.  We  fired  between 
seven  and  eight  hundred  shots,  with  what  loss  to  the  enemy  I  do  not 
know. 

I  thus  sum  up  my  loss.  Nine  men  killed  and  seriously  wounded, 
per  list  annexed,  besides  several  others  slightly  wounded,  and  twenty- 
four  horses  killed  and  seriously  wounded,  including  the  two  killed  on, 
the  25th  of  June.  I  went  into  the  engagement  with  ninety-four  men 
and  four  officers.  None  of  my  men  left  their  guns  while  they  were 
in  battery  ;  only  two  who  were  in  the  first  engagement  failed  to  be 
present  in  the  second  ;  both  of  these  sent  me  certificates  of  physicians 
that  each  had  a  foot  so  badly  mashed  as  to  unfit  them  for  duty.  There- 
fore,  where  all  behaved  so  well,  I  cannot  draw  any  distinction,  and 
shall  always  be  contented  if,  in  the  future,  all  do  their  duty  as  well  as 
they  did  on  the  27th  of  June,  which  was  the  first  regular  engagement 
the  men  were  ever  in. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  G.  CRENSHAW, 
Captain  commanding  Crenshaw's  Battery. 
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LIST  OF  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED  referred  to  in  above  report : 

Private  Robert  N.  Hines,  killed  instantly  on  the  field. 

Sergeant  Sidney  Strother,  seriously  wounded  by  shell  and  minnio 
ball;  died  during  the  night  at  his  home  in  Richmond. 

Private  D.  M.  Lancaster,  wounded  in  the  leg  by  a  shell;  leg  ampu 
tated,  and  died  on  4th  July. 

Private  B.  V.  Graves,  wounded  in  the  leg  by  a  shell  and  leg  ampu* 
tated;  continues  very  ill,  may  probably  recover. 

Corporal  Wm.  B.  Allen,  severe  wound  in  the  leg  by  a  minnie  ball* 

Private  M.  T.  Rides,  severely  wounded  in  shoulder  by  ininnie  ball. 

Private  George  T.  Young,  severely  wounded  in  neck  by  shrapnel 
or  minnie  ball. 

Private  Marion  Knowles,  severely  wounded  in  leg  by  shell. 

Private  Thomas  J.  Mallory,  severely  wounded  in  neck  by  minnie 
ball. 

We  were  fortunate  enough  to  get  all  of  our  wounded  into  the  city 
during  the  evening  and  night. 

W.  G.  CRENSHAW. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BRADLEY  T.  JOHNSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  MARYLAND  LINE,  jf 
July  7,   1862.       \ 

Captain  J.  CAMPBELL  BROWN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Third  Division  : 

CAPTAIN  :  On  Thursday,  June  26th,  when  the  army  advanced  from 
Ashland,  the  first  Maryland  regiment,  of  my  command,  was  ordered 
to  the  front  by  Brigadier  General  Ewell,  with  directions  to  drive  in 
the  enemy's  pickets,  when  found.  In  the  afternoon,  Captain  Nicholas, 
company  G,  whom  I  had  sent  in  advance,  skirmishing,  discovered  a 
cavalry  picket  at  a  church  at  the  intersection  of  the  Hundley  Corner 
and  Mechanicsville  road.  He  immediately  drove  them  in,  and  upon 
receiving  reinforcements  and  making  a  stand,  I  took  companies  A 
and  D,  and  drove  them  over  Beaver  creek.  Having  thus  gained  a 
hill  commanding  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  I  was  ordered,  by  Major 
General  Jackson,  to  hold  it  and  take  two  pieces  of  artillery  under  my 
command  and  disperse  the  enemy,  who  appeared  in  some  force  beyond 
it.  This  was  done.  1  bivouacked  on  the  hill  in  reach  of  their  guns. 
Once  during  the  night,  they  drove  in  my  out-posts,  to  rcover  a  piece 
of  artillery*  which  they  had  masked  near  my  position,  but  which  I 
did  not  discover  until  next  morning.  I  immediately  recovered  the 
ground.  The  next  day,  June  27th,  I  again  marched  in  advance,  the 
thirteenth  Virginia  and  sixth  Louisiana  being  in  front  as  skirmish 
ers.  When  near  Cold  Harbor,  the  battery  was  ordered  into  position 
by  Brigadier  General  Elzey,  to  whom  I  had  reported  for  orders, 'with 
the  consent  of  Major  General  Ewell,  and  the  first  Maryland  was 
called  to  support  it.  The  cavalry  company  I  ordered  t$  report  to 
General  Fitzhugh  Lee,  of  the  first  Virginia  cavalry,  as  it  could  be  of 
no  use  detached.  Here  I  remained  until  between  five  and  six  o'clock, 
P.  M.*,  when  Major  General  Jackson  ordered  me  to  take  my  regiment 
into  action,  leaving  the  battery  with  a  cavalry  support.  I  went  in 
about  the  centrai  point  of  the  fire.  Arriving  on  the  plateau  in  front 
of  the  Gaines'  house,  I  found  it  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  behind 
them,  a  short  distance,  a  battery  which  poured  a  continual  and  rapid 
fire  into  our  troops  in  front  of  it.  Their  infantry  held  a  strong  po 
sition  behind  tho  -bank  of  the  road  in  front  of  Gaines'  house.  I 
found,  to  my  horror,  regiment  after  regiment  rushing  back  in  utter 
disorder.  The  fifth  Alabama  I  tried  in  vain  to  rally  with  my  sword 
and  the  rifles  of  my  men.  The  twelfth  Alabama  reformed  readily  on 
my  right,  and  the  North  Carolina  regiments,  of  Colonel  McRae's  com 
mand,  at  my  appeal,  rallied  strongly  on  my  left.  Thus  reinforced, 
my  men  moved  forward  at  a  "right  shoulder  shift,"  taking  touch  of 
elbows,  dressing  on  the  alignment  with  the  precision  of  a  parade. 
Not  a  man  was  missing.  Marching  straight  on,  when  a  comrade  fell 
not  a  man  left  the  ranks  until  the  surgeon's  detail  carried  him  off. 
We  gained  the  road  and  the  house,  when  Brigadier  General  Winder 
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brought  the  first  brigade  into  line  on  my  right,  and  ordered  me  to 
put  some  Georgia  regiments  of  Brigadier  General  Law  ton's  command, 
on  my  left,  to  take  command  of  the  whole  and  charge  the  battery. 
This  was  done.  The  whole  line  swept  forward,  but  when  close  to  the 
battery  it  limbered  up  and  fled.  Two  of  its  pieces  were  found  next 
morning  in  the  road,  a  mile  from  the  position  we  charged. 

The  conduct  of  my  men  and  officers  is  beyond  praise.  They 
marched,  each  man  in  his  place,  with  a  precision  and  firmness  which 
can  never  be  surpassed.  I  append  a  list  of  casualties.  That  night 
we  slept  on  the  battle-field,  and  next  morning,  28th,  were  ordered  in 
front,  by  Major  General  Swell,  and  gained  the  York  River  railroad. 
Pushing  beyond  to  a  hill,  which  commanded  Bottom's  Bridge,  I 
placed  a  picket  on  the  Williamsburg  road  and  held  the  hill,  by  order, 
until  the  30th,  when  I  was  ordered  off. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  finding  myself  in  the  rear  without  orders,  I 
pushed  forward  until  I  got  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  Littleton's 
house  on  the  Malvern  Hills.  Here  I  halted  and  went  forward  with 
my  adjutant  and  adjutant  general  of  the  Maryland  line.  A  short 
distance  from  my  position,  I  met  Brigadier  General  George  B.  An 
derson  coming  back,  wounded,  with  the  fragments  of  his  command, 
which  had  been  repulsed,  losing  heavily.  I  rode  oa,  and  just  in  front 
of  Littleton's  house,  came  suddenly  on  a  small  body  of  the  enemy 
within  one  hundred  yards  of  me.  Retiring,  I  reported  the  facts  to 
Major  General  Jackson,  and  asked  should  I  go  forward.  He  said  : 
"No."  I  remained  in  position  until  dark,  under  the  most  ter 
rific  fire  of  shell  and  shrapnel  I  can  conceive  of.  At  that  time, 
finding  troops  pouring  back  from  the  front,  and  no  one  to  get  orders 
from,  I  concluded  to  move  forward  towards  the  firing.  Aa  I  was 
going  up,  Major  General  Ewell  rode  up  and  approved  of -my  action. 
I  then  went  on  and  found  Brigadier  General  Winder,  and  by  his 
order,  took  possession  of  the  woods  beyond  Littleton's  house,  which 
I  held  until  we*  marched.  This  gave  us  complete  command  of  the 
battle-field.  The  next  morning,  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  escorting  an 
officer  of  rank,  coming  impertinently  near,  was  driven  off  by  a  regi 
ment  of  infantry,  and  in  moving  off  gave  us  a  few  scattering  shots. 
On  this  day  I  lost  but  one  man,  but  my  assistant  surgeon  had  his 
horse  killed  by  a  piece  of  shell.  On  the  4th  of  July  we  occupied, 
with  Brigadier  General  Early's  command,  the  woods  in  front  of  West- 
over  church.  On  the  5th  there  was  some  sharp  skirmishing,  but  no 
loss,  except  that  Lieutenant  Bond,  A.  A.  General,  Maryland  line, 
had  his  horse  killed . 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BRADLEY  T.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel,  commanding  Maryland  Line. 


REPORT  OF  FIFTH  VIRGINIA  BATTALION. 

A 

CAMP  FIFTH  VIRGINIA  BATTALION,  July  10,   1862. 

Captain  J.  D.  DARDEN, 

Aid -de  Camp  and  A.  A.  A.  General : 

SIR  :  In  pursuance  of  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  I  herewith 
submit  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  fifch  Virginia  battalion  in 
the  engagement  on  Tuesday,  the  1st  instant.  About  ten  o'clock,  A. 
M.,  the  battalion  was  assigned  to  a  position  in  line  with  the  brigade, 
which  position  it  maintained  during  the  entire  engagement.  Though 
not  immediately  engaged  on  the  battle-field,  the  battalion,  during  tho 
whole  time,  was  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  of  shell  and  grapeshot  from 
the  enemy's  battery.  The  casualties  were  one  private  killed  and  five 
wounded. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  E.  ALLEY, 
Captain  commanding  Fifth  Virginia  Battalion. 


REPORT  OF  FIRST  COMPANY  WASHINGTON  ARTILLERY. 

CAMP   LONGSTREET,  VA.,  July   19,   1862. 

Colonel  J.  B.  WALTON, 

Commanding  Battalion   Washington  Artillery  : 

COLONEL  :  In  obedience  to  the  following  order,  I  reported  to  $tajor 
General  Longstreet  at  Phillips'  house : 

"  HEADQUARTERS  BATTALION  WASHINGTON  ARTILLERY,  > 
"  Camp  -    ,  July  5,   1862.      $ 

"  Captain  Squiers  will  report,  with  his  battery  of  rifle  guns,  to 
General  Longstreet,  at  his  headquarters  at  Phillips'  house. 

'*  J.  B.  WALTON,   Colonel  commanding." 

Generel  Longstreet  ordered  me  to  follow,  with  my  battery,  such 
directions  as  Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee  would  point  out.  Colo 
nel  Lee  accompanied  me  over  a  farm  road  leading  into  the  Charles 
City  road.  Reaching  this  road,  I  marched  to  a  point  opposite  Wad- 
dill's  farm,  and  there  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  cavalry,  which  I  was 
informed  would  support  the  battery.  The  cavalry  arrived  about  dark, 
and,  in  obedience  to  verbal  orders  from  General  Stuart,  I  followed 
with  my  battery,  arriving  at  Dr.  Wilcox's  house,  situated  one  mile 
from  James  river,  about  eight  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  I  received  orders 
from  Colonel  Lee  to  halt. 

After  reconnoitering  the  position  my  guns  were  to  occupy,  Colonel 
Lee  ordered  me  to  march,  taking  a  road  known  as  the  road  to  Wil 
cox's  wharf.  On  aniving  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  river,  I 
placed  my  battery,  by  sections,  on  a  bluff,  protected  on  the  right  by 
thick  woods.  The  section  on  the  right,  Lieutenant  Owen  command 
ing,  composed  of  one  steel  and  one  bronze  three-inch  rifle,  and  the 
left,  Lieutenant  Galbraith  commanding,  consisting  of  two  three-inch 
bronze  rifles.  I  placed  two  cannoneers  as  lookouts  on  the  banks  of 
the  river,  and  was  informed,  about  one  o'clock,  A.  M.,  that  a  light 
was  seen  coming  up  stream.  Preparing  everything  to  give  the  craft 
a  salute  as  she  passed,  we  awaited  her  approach,  and  as  soon  as  she 
appeared  opposite  our  position  fire  was  opened  from  my  four  guns. 
Darkness  prevented  us  from  seeing  the  effect  of  our  shot,  but  it  was 
the  opinion  of  all  present  tfiat  eight  projectiles, , out  of  thirteen  fired, 
struck  the  mark. 

I  remained  in  the  same  position  till  daylight,  when  orders  came  to 
take  my  former  position,  in  a  piece  of  woods,  near  WaddilPs  farm. 
At  this  point,  men  and  horses  rested  until  six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  July 
6th,  when  I  received  orders  to  place  my  command  in  readiness  to 
move  at  a  moment's  notice.  The  artillery  was  now  increased  to  seven 
guns,  viz :  Four  three-inch  rifles,  (my  own  battery,)  two  ten-pounder 
Parrott  guns  of  the  Loudoun  artillery,  Captain  Rogers,  and  one 
Blakely  gun  of  Stuart's  artillery,  under  Lieutenant  McGregor,  the 
33 
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three  additional  pieces  of  artillery  reporting  to  me  by  orders  from 
General  Stuart.  About  eight  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  artillery  moved  in 
rear  of  Colonel  Rosser's  cavalry,  and  finally  took  up  a  position  near 
fire  river,  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wilcox,  about  nine  mrles  from 
the  point  we  occupied  on  the  previous  night.  4-t  sunrise,  July  7th, 
&  email  steam  transport,  the  "  Juniata,"  was  discovered  aground, 
about  one  thousand  yards  from  our  position,  when  the  guns  were 
speedily  thrown  into  battery,  and  opened  upon  her.  The  boat  was 
lightened  by  her  crew  and  backed  up  the  river,  but  finding  the  direc 
tion  was  likely  to  prove  of  disadvantage,  she  moved  down  the  river, 
evidently  worsted  by  our  fire,  and  we  have  since  been  informed  by 
the  army  correspondent  of  the  northern  papers  that  she  had  to  be 
run  ashore  to  keep  her  from  sinking,  with  a  loss  of  two  killed  and 
fcix  wounded.  The  enemy  now  came  up  with  his  gunboats,  and  we 
retired  under  their  fire,  without  sustaining  any  damage.  He  shelled 
the  whole  country,  but  could  not  discover  our  new  position,  which 
wus  in  a  piece  of  woods  about  one  mile  from  the  river. 

About  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  received  an  order  from  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Lee  to  send  one  section  of  artillery  to  a  point  on  the  river 
ii3ar  Christian's  farm,  which  he  informed  me  would  be  supported  by 
one  squadron  of  Colonel  O'Brien's  cavalry.  I  detached  Lieutenant 
Galbraith's  section,  and  I  am  informed  by  Lientenant  G.  that  he  came 
into  battery  in  time  to  fire  upon  two  transports,  conducted  by  a  tug- 
toat,  compelling  the  tug  to  cut  away  and  leave  the  transports  to  his 
mercy.  Lieutenant  Galbraith  sunk  one  transport  and  damaged  the 
ether  greatly,  compelling  the  crew  to  abandon  her  and  escape  to  the 
opposite  shore.  The  enemy's  gunboats  now  opened  on  this  section, 
is-nd  Lieutenant  Galbraith  retired  in  good  order,  under  his  fire,  and 
took  up  his  former  position. 

At  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee  informed  me  that 
tine  transports  were  coming  up  the  river  and  ordered  me  to  move  the 
artillery,  now  consisting  of  five  guns,  to  the  position  on  the  river  we 
occupied  in  the  morning.  The  transports  soon  came  in  sight,  con 
voyed  by  three  gunboats.  They  consisted  of  eight  schooners,  two 
abreast,  towed  by  a  steamboat.  The  channel  was  very  near  the  shore, 
say  four  hundred  yards,  and  they  were  fairly  within  our  range  when1 
fire  was  opened  on  them,  which  was  steadily  kept  up,  nearly  every 
shot  taking  effect.  The  enemy,  from  his  gunboats,  fired  upon  us  the 
whole  time,  but  1  am  happy  to  say  the  artillery  sustained  no  damage. 
The  transports  having  been  towed  beyond  our  range,  we  retired  to 
Charles  City  Court-House,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the  night.  The 
fire  of  the  gunboats,  though  very  hot,  was  not  replied  to  by  our  artil 
lery,  and  we  did  not  condescend  to  turn  a  single  piece  of  artillery 
upon  him,  which  seemed  to  exasperate  the  enemy  to  such  an  extent 
that  he  avenged  himself  by  shelling  the  neighboring  farm-houses. 

Early  next  morning,  July  8th,  1  was  ordered  to  move  down  the 
Charles  City  road,  in  the  direction  of  Bottom's  Bridge,  as  the  enemy 
was  advancing  in  large  force,  with  infantry  and  cavalry.  Having 
accomplished  our  object,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee  ordered  the  artillery 
to  their  respective  camps, 
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During  the  expedition  the  artillery  fired  one  hundred  and  serenty- 
two  rounds,  as  follows  : 

First  company  battalion  Washington  artillery,        -         122 
Loudoun  artillery,      -  30 

Stuart's  artillery,  •...,.  20 

Total  number  of  rounds,  172 

The  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  acted  with  their  usual 
coolness  and  good  judgment,  and  I  would  respectfully  recommend 
them  to  your  kind  consideration. 

Yery  respectfully,  Colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  SQUIERS, 
•  Captain  commanding  First  Company,  Battalion  Washington 


REPORT  OF   CAPTAIN  GRAHAM. 

CAMP  DREJVRY,  July  25,  1862. 
Colonel  CHILTON  : 

Yesterday  I  was  informed  by  my  brigade  commander,  General  R. 
Ransom,  that  the  impression  prevailed  with  General  Lee  that  the  guns 
lost  in  the  engagement  at  Malvern  Hill,  on  the  30th  of  June,  belonged 
to  a  North  Carolina  battery.  This  battery,  under  command  of  Cap 
tain  T.  H.  Brein,  was  the  only  one  from  North  Carolina  in  the  battle, 
and  lost  no  guns  at  all.  Since  that  time,  Captain  Brera  having  re 
signed,  I  have  been  promoted  to  the  captaincy.  And  I  presume  the 
mistake  has  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  identity  of  the  two  names — 
?that  of  Captain  Graham,  from  Petersburg,  Virginia,  (who  lost  two 
guns,)  and  my  own.  His  case  is  now  undergoing  an  examination 
before  a  court-martial  in  Petersburg.  At  the  time  of  the  engagement 
we  were  in  General  Holmes'  division,  and  under  the  immediate  super 
vision  of  Colonel  Deshler,  his  Chief  of  Artillery. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  GRAHAM, 
Captain,  commanding  Tenth  North  Carolina  Troops. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  MASTERS. 

JOLY  12,  1862. 

Captain  MORGAN, 

A.  A,  General,  Light  Division : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  battery  of  rifled  guns  under  my  command,  from  the 
26th  to  the  1st: 

Shortly  before  the  action  at  Mechanicsville  began,  the  enemy  with 
drew  from  their  works  in  front  or*  me.  In  the  progress  of  the  action 
I  saw  that  while  the  guns  were  useless,  if  kept  in  the  works  built  for 
them,  that  if  removed  a  few  hundred  yards  to  the  right,  they  could  be 
used  with  effect  against  tKe  heavy  battery  of  the  enemy  near  Beaver 
Dam  creek.  I  procured  horses  from  Major  Richardson,  and  moved 
the  gun,  but,  when  near  the  position  I  had  selected,  General  Long- 
street  ordered  me  to  carry  it  about  a  mile  and  a  half  further  to  the 
right,  and  be  ready  to  open  the  next  morning  on  an  important  posi 
tion  of  the  enemy,  which  lie  intended  to  attack.  The  gun  was  placed 
in  the  position  directed  by  him,  and  I  opened  a  rapid  fire  of  thirty- 
pounder  shells,  and,  as  I  hear  from  an  officer  who  was  taken  prisoner, 
with  effect,  which  was  continued  until  ordered  by  General  Lee  to 
cease,  to  enable  the  troops  to  charge  over  the  ground  I  had  been 
shelling.  I  had  no  further  opportunity  of  participating  in  the  battles 
before  Richmond,  although,  by  the  orders  of  General  Pendleton,  I 
was  with  one  of  the  guns  near  Garnett's  farm,  and  both  of  them  near 
the  battle-ground  of  the  1st. 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  well,  laboring  patiently  and  cheer 
fully  to  get  the  guns  into  the  several  positions  to  which  I  was  ordered, 
especially  Captains  Milledge  and  Ansell,  who  accompanied  me  with 
detachments  of  men  and  horses  from  their  companies. 
Respectfully, 

L.  MASTERS, 
Oapfitin  P.  A.  G.  S.t  commanding  Battery, 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  McINTOSH. 

HEADQUARTERS  PEE  DEE  ARTILLERY,  July  14,  1862. 

Brigadier  General  MAXCY  GREGG, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade : 

GENERAL  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  submit  herewith  a  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  late  combats  before  Richmond. 

At  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  the  afternoon  of  Thursday,  Gen 
eral  Hill  ordered  me  to  engage  the  enemy's  batteries  to  the  rear  of 
Mechanicsville,  then  shelling  the  head  of  our  column.  I  took  posi 
tion  behind  a  small  breastwork  of  the  enemy's,  and  opened  upon  them 
at  the  distance  of  about  seven  hundred  yards,  mine  being,  I  believe, 
the  front  battery  to  open  fire.  After  a  few  rounds  one  of  the  howit 
zers  broke  an  axle,  and  had  to  be  sent  to  the  rear.  The  fire  from  the 
other  three  pieces  was  continued,  with  slight  intermissions,  until 
about  nine  o'clock,  when  I  was  ordered  by  General  Hill  to  cease. 
The  enemy  at  one  time  directed  a  fire  against  me  from  three  points, 
but  the  only  casualties  which  occurred  was  the  killing  of  four  horses. 
I  had  discharged,  when  the  firing  ceased,  one  hundred  and  sixty 
rounds  from  each  gun,  and  they  became  so  warm  during  the  action 
that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  the  brass  piece  could  be  worked.  At 
daylight  on  Friday  morning,  the  firing  was  resumed  on  my  side, 
elowly,  as  I  had  but  little  ammunition  left.  At  eight  o'clock,  having 
expended  every  round,  I  withdrew.  The  casualties  on  this  morning 
were  one  man,  private  J.  T.  M.  Fundon,  killed,  and  private  Newgas, 
severely  wounded.  One  horse  was  also  killed.  I  carried  into  this 
action  seventy  m^n,  exclusive  of  officers.  At  twelve,  M.,  having 
received  a  supply  of  ammunition,  I  followed  the  division,  and  over 
took  it  at  Cold  Harbor.  During  the  afternoon  you  ordered  a  section 
of  the  battery  into  action.  The  first  section  was  carried  in  ;  but,  after 
firing  two  or  three  rounds,  and  finding  no  artillery  opposed  to  me, 
and  the  smoke  too  great  to  tell  friend  from  foe,  and  reporting  the 
same  to  you,  I  was  ordered  to  retire/  In  this  action  Sergeant  Hep 
burn  was  wounded  in  the  arm.  In  the  battles  of  Monday  and  Tues 
day,  I  was  frequently,  with  the  battery,  under  fire,  but  took  no  part 
in  either  action. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  G.  McINTOSH,  Captain. 


\       4 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN,  CARPENTER. 

The  following  is  respectfully  submitted  as  a  report  of  the  move 
ment  of  Carpenter's  battery  from  2?th  of  June  to  1st  of  July,  in- 
elusive  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  battery  moved  with  the  brigade 
until  we  reached  Games'  farm,  when  we  were  halted  to  wait  fu'rther 
orders,  which  we  received  next  morning,  (to  join  the  brigade,)  near 
the  crossing  of  the  Chickahomiriy.  Here  we  remained  till  the  morn 
ing  of  the  30th,  when  we  moved,  with  the  brigade,  camping  at  White 
Oak  Swamp,  moving  next  morning  early,  with  the  brigade,  some  three 
miles,  when  we  were  ordered  to  the  front,  to  report  to  General  Whit 
ing,  who  ordered  us  to  take  position  in. the  field  near  Poindexter's 
residence.  Some  three  batteries  being  in  advance,  took  all  immediate 
positions.  Sending  Lieutenant  McKendree  back  to  report  the  fact, 
1  halted  the  battery  and  started  to  look  out  a  position,  when  I  met  a 
battery  coming  off,  and  directly  aft.er,  another.  Learning  from  them 
there  was  no  suitable  place  in  that  direction,  returned,  and  found  my 
battery  gone  with  the  others.  Overtaking  them  as  soon  as  possible-, 
immediately  ordered  them  back;  in  the  meantime  enquiring  by  whose 
order  they  left.  They  couldn't  tell  me  who  he  was ;  said  he  rode  up 
and  told  them  to  move  back  in  the  woods.  General  Whiting  hurried 
us  back,  and  we  took  position  on  the  right  of  Captain  Poague,  under 
the  most  severe  fire  I  think  I  ever  experienced,  where  we  were  en 
gaged  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  we  were  ordered  to  cease  firing 
and  wait  further  orders,  having  lost  one  man  killed  (James  Riley)  and 
five  wounded,  John  Knight,  James  Leoppart  and  W.  King,  severely  ; 
James  Boon  and  R.  Rixey,  slightly. 

Commenced  firing  again  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  continuing  till- 
about  five.  Our  ammunition  being  nearly  exhausted,  was  ordered  to 
the  rear,  losing  one  man  (Frank  Linn)  killed,  two  wheels  broken  and 
two  horses  wounded. 

I  am  very  much  indebted  to  Lieutenants  McKendree  and  Lanibie, 
for  services  rendered  me  during  the  engagement. 

Corporals  Reice  and  Montague  deserve  especial  notice  for  their 
coolness  and  precision  with  which  they  pointed  their  pieces,  as  does 
James  Hammond,  (private,)  acting  gunner. 

Many  others  for  personal  bravery  and  coolness. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  C.  CARPENTER, 
Lieutenant,  commanding  Carpenter's  Battery. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  GRIMES. 

CAMP  NEAR  FALLING  CREEK,  July  21,  1862. 
Major  General  BENJAMIN  HUGER  : 

SIR  :  Below  please  find  a  report  of  the  movements  of  my  battery, 
from  the  20th  day  of  June  last,  when  I  was  ordered  to  report  to  Brig 
adier  General  Mahone,  on  the  advanced  lines,  for  the  purpose  of  re 
lieving  Captain  Moorman's  battery.  After  reporting  to  General  Ma- 
hone,  we  were  expecting  an  engagement  with  the  enemy  every  day, 
but  had  none  until  the  25th,  on  which  day,  we  discovered  the  enemy 
on  the  opposite  side  of  French's  farm,  between  the  Charles  City  and 
Williamsburg  roads,  at  which  place  I  engaged  them  with  one  section 
of  rny  batter}',  at  eight  hundred  and  fifty  yards  distant,  driving  the 
enemy  from  his  position,  I  afterwards  moved  one  piece  up  to-French'a 
Louse,  writhin  four  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  his  position,  and  opened 
on  him,  which  was  quickly  replied  to  by  him  with  a  twelve-pounder 
Farrott  rifle  gun ;  but  I  had  the  pleasure  of  driving  him  from  his 
position,  leaving  his  horses  and  guns  behind,  which  fact  I  was  not 
aware  of,  until  informed  of  it  the  next  morning  by  Colonel  Smith,  of 
the  forty-ninth  Virginia,  and  others.  The  enemy  was  then  attacked 
by  a  portion  of  three  regiments  of  General  Mahone's  brigade,  the 
twelfth,  sixth  and  forty-ninth  Virginia,  the  fourth  Georgia-  regiment 
and  twenty-eighth  North  Carolina,  were  also  on  the  field.  The  enemy 
was  driven  from  the  field,  making  a  complete  stampede.  I  had  the 
good  luck  on  that  day  to  lose  neither  man  nor  horse. 

^Nothing  of  importance  occurred  with  my  battery  after  the  25th, 
until  the  1st  day  of  July.  On  that  day  I  was  on  the  Charles  City 
road  with  Mahone's  brigade,  and  was  ordered  back  to  the  Darbytown 
road,  to  report  to  Brigadier  General  Armistead,  which  I  immediately 
did.  When  I  arrived  at  the  position  and  reported,  General  Armistead 
told  me  that  a  captain  had  just  reported  his  battery  to  him  for  duty, 
and  directed  me  to  report  to  the  first  general  I  saw;  nnd  General 
Wright  being  the  first,  I  reported  to  him,  and  while  talking  with 
General  Wright,  General  Armistead's  aid  came  up,  stating  that  Gene 
ral  Armistead  had  become  disgusted  with  the  captain  that  had  reported 
his  battery  to  him,  and  had  driven  him  with  his  battery  from  the  field, 
and  that  he  wished  to  see  General  Wright.  General  Wright  asked 
me  to  ride  with  him,  which  I  did.  When  we  found  General  Armistead 
he  told  General  Wright  that  the  captain,  alluded  to  above,  had  formed 
BO  many  excuses  about  getting  his  battery  on  the  field  that  he  had 
driven  him  from  the  field,  and  that  he  wanted  General  Wright  to  send 
a  battery  that  was  willing  to  go  in  and  engage  the  enemy.  General 
Wright  told  him  he  had  one,  naming  mine.  General  Armistead  asked 
me  if  I  could  carry  my  battery  on  the  hill.  I  told  him,  if  any  battery 
in  the  works  could  go  mine  could.  He  directed  General  Wright  to 
show  me  the  position  to  take,  which  he  did.  I  found  the  enemy  with" 
tieir  batteries  planted,  and  their  infantry  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle, 
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at  about  twelve  hundred  yards  distant.  gJ  then  went  to  the  rear  for 
my  battery,  and  carried  it  on  the  field.  As  soon  as  the  battery  entered 
the  field  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  it,  killing  one  man  and  wounding 
three,  and  killing  one  horse  and  wounding  two  before  I  fired  a  gun. 
I  unlimbered  and  commenced  firing  as  soon  as  possible,  and  with  tell 
ing  effect  on  the  enemy. 

I  remained  on  the  field  about  two  hours;  lost  three  men  killed  out 
right  and  eight  wounded — two  of  them  have  since  died.  I  lost  ten 
public  horses  killed  and  seven  wounded,  one  of  them  has  since  died, 
My  own  private  horse  was  killed,  also  my  first  lieutenant's  horse. 

My  officers  behaved  very  well ;  but  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  speak 
more  particularly  of  First  Lieutenant  John  H.  Thompson,  who  re 
mained  on  the  field  with  me  until  the  last  gun  was  taken  off.  I  had 
so  many  horses  killed  and  wounded  that  it  took  three  trips  to  get  my 
guns  all  off.  My  men,  with  a  few  exceptions,  acted  nobly. 

On  the  next  day,  the  2nd,  Colonel  Delagnel,  chief  of  artillery, 
ordered  me  back  to  the  old  camp  near  .Richmond,  to  refit  my  battery. 
As  soon  as  I  completed  it,  I  was  ordered  by  ^yourself  to  camp  near 
Falling  Creek,  on  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  turnpike,  where  I  am 
now  with  my  battery  complete  and  in  good  condition,  ready  and  will 
ing  to  meet  the  invader  of  our  soil  at  any  time  and  any  where. 
I  have,  General,  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  GRIMES, 
Captain  jidd  battery,  Virginia 


REPORT  OT  CAPTAIN  HUGER. 

ARTFLLERY  CAMP.,  NEAR  RICHMOND,  ) 
July  17,  1862.      \ 

Colonel  J.  A.  DELAGNEL, 

Chief  Artillery,  Huger's  Division  : 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your 
orders,  I  proceeded,  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  June,  to  relieve 
Captain  Maurie's  Donaldson  artillery,  then  stationed  at  the  entrench^ 
ment  immediately  on  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg  road.  While 
getting  into  position,  heavy  firing  of  infantry  commenced  in  the 
woods  in  front,  and  one  of  my  horses  was  there  killed.  About 
twelve,  M.,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  General  Wright,  I  proceeded 
with  the  second  section  of  the  battery^,  (Lieutenant  Moore,)  to  the 
extreme  right  of  the  line,  to  report  to  Colonel  Doles,  fourth  Geor 
gia  volunteers,  who  directed  that  the  woods  in  the  vicinity  of  King's 
school-house,  should  be  shelled,  to  ascertain  the  position  and  force  of 
the  enemy.  About  three,  P.  M.,  the  enemy  advanced  a  few  pieces 
down^the  Williamsburg  road  and  opened  a  very  annoying  fire  upon 
our  lines.  At  five,  P.  M.,  I  proceeded,  by  order  of  General  Wright, 
with  the  first  section,  (Lieutenant  Tilghraan,)  to  a  point  of  woods  about 
three  hundred  yards  from  the  Yankee  battery,  and  soon  after  opened 
fire,  causing  them  to  retire  rapidly.  Conducted  by  yourself,  the  bat 
tery  was  advanced  nearly  to  the  position  of  that  occupied  by  the  en 
emy;  indeed,  in  advance  of  our  pickets  on  the  right  of  the  road  ; 
but,  it  then  being  nearly  dark,  we  returned  to  the  works.  The  offi 
cers  and  men  behaved  handsomely,  and  it  is  a  source  of  much  gratifi 
cation  that  I  Iftive  no  casualties  to  report. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  HUGER, 
Capt.  Donaldson  Artillery,  Light  Artillery  Service. 


REPORT  OF  ACTING  ADJUTANT  THOMAS  SMITH. 

HEADQUARTERS  VIRGINIA  BATTALION,  ) 
July  13,    1862.       $ 

Captain  G.  F.  HARRISON, 

SIR  :  Subjoined  you  will  find  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
Virginia  battalion  in  the  late  engagement  before  Richmond.  This 
battalion,  under  command  of  Captain  J.  C.  Johnson,  left  camp  on  the 
Meadow  Bridge  road,  on  the  evening  of  the  26tl^of  June,  and,  after 
crossing  the  Chickahominy,  marched  in  the  direction  of  »Mechanics- 
ville,  where  a  portion  of  the  brigade  being  engaged,  the  battalion, 
though  not  brought  into  action,  was  held  under  fire  from  the  enemy's 
batteries  for  several  hours  ;  and,  in  consideration  of  the  fact«that  the 
men  had  never  before  been  under  fire,  they  acted  coolly.  Our  loss 
on  this  day,  (June  26th,)  consisted  of  two  killed  and  eleven  wounded. 
On  Friday,  the  27th  of  June,  we  marched  from  Mechanicsville  to 
Cold  Harbor,  where  the  enemy  again  made  a  stand.  Here  we  were 
engaged  for  several  hours,  opposed  to,  perhaps,  the  strongest  position 
of  the  enemy's  lines.  Here  we  lost  eight  killed  and  twenty  wounded. 
From  this  time  we  remained  on  the  battle-field  until  Sunday,  the 
29th,  when  we  recrossed  the  Chickahominy  at.  New  Bridge,  and  fol 
lowed  the  enemy,  until  he  made  a  third  stand,  on  the  evening  of  the 
30th  of  June.  Here  the  battalion  was  again  engaged,  and  lost,  in 
killed,  two,  and  wounded,  twenty-four.  Among  the  killed,  was  one  of 
our  best  officers,  Lieutenant  R.  A.  Jackson,  commander  of  company 
D.  On  Tuesday,  the  1st  of  July,  we  were  held  in  reserve,  and, 
though  led  to  the  field,  our  services  were  not  necessary,  and  we  were 
not  engaged.  After  Tuesday,  the  1st  instant,  we  marched  with  the 
army  as  far  as  Crenshaw's  farm,  on  the  New  Market  road,  and,  after 
remaining  there  several  days,  resumed  the  march  on  the  8th  instant, 
and  arrived  at  our  present  encampment,  Farrar's  farm,  on  Wednes 
day,  the  9th.  The  battalion  probably  acted  as  well  as  might  have 
been  expected,  being  without  a  battle-flag  during  all  the  engagements. 

Total  loss,  in  killed  and  wounded,  67  ;  one  missing — supposed   to 
be  killed  or  captured. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  SMITH, 
Acting  Adjutant. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CRUTCHFIELD. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS,  ARMY -NORTHERN  VIRGINIA,  > 

January  23,  1863.      $ 

Lieutenant  General  T.  J.  JACKSON, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  batteries  attached  to  your  command  in  the  battles 
around  Richmond,  commencing  June  27,  1862  : 

On  Friday,  June  27,.  1862,  the  army  of  the  Valley  district  moved 
towards  Cold  Harbor  ;  D*ut  the  advance  division,  under  Major  General 
R.  S.  Ewell,  being  misled  by  the  guide,  lost  some  time  in  regaining 
the  proper  road,  which  delay  caused  the  batteries  to  be  thrown  some 
distance  behind,  as  they  had  to  be  reversed  in  a  narrow  road,  in  thick 
woods.  This,  also,  of  course,  checked  the  advance  of  troops  and  bat 
teries  beyond  ;  FO  that  the  artillery  was  very  slowly  massed  on  the 
left,  where,  as  it  turned  out,  it  was  eventually  needed.  The  advance 
was  first  made  by  Major  General  Ewell,  his  division  turning  off  from 
the  road  to.  the  right,  arid  forming  its  front  obliquely  to  the  road. 
Captain  Courtnay's  battery  was  put  in  position  near  the  left,  to  cover 
the  formation  of  this  line,  should  the  enemy  advance  during  this  ma 
noeuvre.  No  attack  was  made  by  them,  however ;  so  this  battery  did 
not  open,  and  when  the  division  advanced,  it  did  so  through  woods 
and  across  a  swamp,  where  it  could  not  be  followed  by  the  battery, 
which  was  accordingly  withdrawn,  as  no  longer  needed  in  this  posi 
tion.  The  only  batteries  at  this  time  up  were  those  attached  to  this 
division,  viz  :  those  of  Captains  Courtnay,  Brockenbrough  and  Car- 
rington,  and  among  them  there  were  not  enough  guns  of  a  suitable 
character  to  engage  the  enemy's  guns  until  the  affair  should  become 
more  general,  or  other  batteries  get  up  with  the  remaining  divisions. 
The  infantry,  however,  turned  off  from  the  road  to  the  right,  and 
moved  through  the  woods,  to  the  support  of  Major  General  Ewell, 
who  became  engaged  with  the  enemy  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.  The 
batteries  (unable  to  follow  the  same  way)  had  to  keep  the  road,  which, 
being  bad  and  narrow,  prevented  their  passing  the  ambulances  and 
wagons,  with  which  it  was  already^crowded.  About  five,  P.  M  ,  or 
perhaps  a  little  later,  the  batteries  of  Captains  Brockenbrough,  Car- 
rington  and  pourtnay,  were  ordered  in  near  the  left,  to  engage  the 
enemy's  guns,  then  firing  heavily  on  our  infantry.  They  went  up  in 
good  style,  and  under  a  hot  fire ;  but  as  soon  as  they  engaged  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  the  fire  of  the  latter  grew  mild,  and  did  very  little 
damage.  Our  own  practice  was  good  ;  and  our  own  batteries  were 
soon  enabled  to  fire,  advancing  by  half  battery,  which,  together  with  the 
advance  of  our  infantry,  soon  led  to  the  enemy's  rapid  retreat.  The 
lateness  of  the  hour,  together  with  the  smoke  of  the  battle-field,  igno 
rance  of  the  ground  beyond,  the  jaded  condition  of  the  horses,  and  the 
fact  that  the  road  was  so  obstructed  as  to  prevent  the  rest  of  our  artil- 
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lery  from  closing  up  to  the  front,  where  alone  it  could  be  brought 
into  the  action,  effectually  prevented  that  rapidity  of  pursuit,  and 
concentration  of  fire,  which,  a  subsequent  acquaintance  with  the  na 
ture  of  the  ground  and  other  circumstances,  proved  would  have 
resulted  in  extreme  loss  to,  and  doubtless  rout  of,  the  enemy. 

In  this  affair  we  lost  no  guns,  disabled  or  captured.  One  of  Cap 
tain  Carrington's  caissons  was  disable  by  a  shot  from  the  enemy.  We 
captured  four  guns,  which  were  exchanged  into  the  batteries  of  Cap 
tains  Poague,  Carpenter  and  Courtnay. 

I  make  no  account  of  the  artillery  of  Brigadier  General  Whiting's 
division  ;  for,  though  this  command  was,  at  the  time,  part  of  your 
force,  it  had  but  recently  joined,  and  I  was  unacquainted  with  any  of 
the  officers  of  his  batteries,  of  which  latter  I  did  not  know  the  compo 
sition,  and  so  judged  it  best  that  I  should  leave  the  management  of 
this  artillery  to  Brigadier  General  Whiting  entirely. 

On  Monday,  the  30th  of  July,  1862,  we  crossed  the  Chickahominy 
at  Grapevine  Bridge,  and  moved  towards  White  Oak  Swamp,  which 
we  reached  about  half-past  nine,  A.  M.  At  this  point,  the  swamp  was 
crossed  by  a  trestle  bridge,  which  the  enemy  had  just  fired  while  it 
was  commanded  by  their  guns  from  the  opposite  hill,  and  all  approach 
to  it  prevented  by  their  sharpshooters,  who  were  concealed  in  a  thick 
wood  near  by.  After  examining  the  ground,  I  found  it  possible,  with 
a  little  work,  to  open  a  way  through  the  woods  to  the  ri^ht  of  the  road 
on  which  we  advanced,  by  which  our  guns  could  be  brought,  unseen 
by  thei  enemy,  into  position  behind  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  this  side 
about  one  thousand  yards  from  tfce  enemy's  batteries,  and  some  twelve 
hundred  yards  from  their  infantry.  Seven  batteries,  in  all  twenty- 
three  guns,  where  accordingly  ordered  up  from  Major  General  Hill's 
division.  Having  met  their  officers  for  the  first  time^  on  that  day,  I 
do  not  now  readily  recall  their  names,  and  can  only  mention  the  bat 
teries  of  Captains  Carter,  Hardaway,  Nelson,  Rhett,  Reilly  and  Bdl- 
this  (the  last  two  belonging  to  Brigadier  General  Whiting's  division) 
as  being  of  the  number.  About  fifteen  minutes  of  two,  P  M.,  we 
opened  suddenly  upon  the  enemy,  who  had  no  previous  intimation  of 
our  position  and  intention.  He  only  fired  four  shots  in  reply,  and 
then  abandoned  the  position  in  extreme  haste  and  confusion.  A  house 
near  by  (  afterwards  found  to  have  contained  subsistence  stores)  was 
first  either  fired  by  themselves  or  by  our  shell  and  burnt  down.  Cap 
tain  Wooding's  battery  was  immediately  ordered  down  nearer  to  the 
burnt  bridge  to  shell  out  the  sharpshooters  from  the  woods,  which  was 
soon  accomplished,  and  our  cavalry  crossed  the  swamp.  It  was  then 
found  that  the  enemy  was  bringing  up  a  considerable  artillery  force 
to  take  position  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  to  his  former  place, 
and  directly  opposed  to  our  guns,  from  which  he  would  be  concealed 
by  a  thick  intervening  wood.  Captain  Wooding's  battery  was  there 
fore  withdrawn,  and  our  batteries  turned  in  the  new  direction.  The 
enemy  soon  opened  on  us  with  about  eighteen  guns,  I  think,  and  we 
replied,  though  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  estimate  the  distance,  as 
the  enemy's  guns  were  entirely  concealed  from  our  view,  and  our  only 
guide  was  the  sound,  while  our  exact  position  was,  of  course,  known 
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to  him.  His  fire  was  rapid  and  generally  accurate  though  the  nature 
of  the  ground  afforded  us  such  shelter  as  to  protect  us  from  much  loss. 
The  effect  of  our  fire  could  not  be  estimated  until  we  crossed  the 
swamp  next  day,  when  there  were  palpable  evidences  of  its  having 
been  much  more  destructive  than  that  to  which  we  were  subjected. 
This  engagement  lasted  until  dusk  without  intermission.  We  lost  no 
guns  or  carriages  disabled  or  captured.  The  enemy  had  a  caisson  ex 
ploded,  and  abandoned  a  travelling  forge,  battery  wagon,  ten-pounder 
Parrott  gun  and  three  caissons,  which  fell  into  our  hands,  uninjured, 
next  day,  besides  a  good  many  wagons  mostly  filled  wi'th  small  arms 
and  ammunition. 

The  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men  was  excellent,  but  all  the 
former  being  strangers  to  me,  I  mention  no  names,  lest  I  should  do 
injustice  to  others.  Several  I  observed  particularly  from  their  cool 
ness  and  judgment;  but  only  remember  the  names  of  two  or  three.  I 
may,  however,  mention  Major  C.  Pierson,  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill's 
chief  of  artillery,  as  having  rendered  himself  exceedingly  efficient, 
and  exhibited  great  coolness. 

From  sickness,  I  was  not  present  at  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill, 
which  took  place  the  next  day,  and  none  of  our  artillery  was  engaged 
subsequently  to  that  near  Westover. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  CRUTCHFIELD, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery,  Second  Obrps. 


REPORT   OF  CAPTAIN  LANE. 

GAMP  NEAR  OAK  WOOD  CEMETERY,  July  12,  1862. 

Colonel  A.  S.  CUTTS, 

Commanding  Sumter  Artillery  Battalion  : 

COLONEL  :  In  compliance  with  ycur  order  to  report  the  part  my 
company  took  in  the  recent  engagement  before  Richmond,  from  26th 
June  to  the  present  date,  I  submit  the  following : 

On  the  25th  June,  the  remainder  of  my  company  (two  sections) 
was  ordered  to  join  one  section  which  had  been  on  duty  at  Mrs. 
Price's  house  for  twelve  dajs,  being  engaged  with  the  enemy  from 
behind  our  earthworks  more  or  less  every  day  in  artillery-duels,  across 
the  Chickahominy,  in  one  of  which  I  lost  one  man  killed,  on  the 
26th. 

On  the  27th,  1  was  ordered  to  engage  a  battery  of  the  enemy  near 
the  house  of  Dr.  Garnett.  I  took  position  in  the  open  field,  in  front 
of  the  enemy's  battery,  which  was  protected  by  formidable  earthworks. 
In  an  engagement  of  an  hour,  I  lost  two  men  killed  and  four  wounded, 
and  withdrew  from  the  field  when  ordered  by  Colonel  Lee.  In  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  I  was  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy  a  second 
time,  taking  position  further  to  our  right,  where  I  was  under  a  heavy 
fire  fronl  three  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  as  well  as  their  sharpshoot 
ers,  and  retired  from  the  field  when  ordered  by  Colonel  Lee,  with 
a  loss  of  one  man  wounded  and  a  horse  killed. 

On  the  28th,  I  was  ordered,  with  a  section  of  my  battery,  to  take 
position  near  the  Chickahominy,  on  the  New  Bridge  road,  and  open 
on  the  enemy  near  Mrs.  Goulding's  house,  which  I  did,  assisted  by 
a  section  of  Captain  Woolfolk's  battery,  and  one  piece  of  Captain 
Dabney's  battery,  and  succeeded  in  routing  the  enemy  from  his  posi 
tion,  in  the  greatest  confusion. 

On  tho  29th,  I  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Cobb,  as  reserve 
artillery  for  his  brigade,  which  I  joined,  and  went  with  until  noon, 
when  I  was  ordered  to  the  front,  at  the  earthworks  of  the  enemy  on 
the  north  side  of  the  York  River  railroad,  where  I  exchanged  a  few 
shots  with  the  enemy,  who,  being  still  in  retreat,  I  followed  on  with 
the  brigade  to  the  bridge  across  the  York  River  railroad,  where  I  w|3 
put  in  position  to  resist  a  threatened  advance  of  the  enemy  at  that 
point,  and  was  under  the  enemy's  fire  during  the  engagement,  which 
lasted  until  dark,  I  maintaining  my  position  during  the  night. 

On  the  30th,  I  was  engaged  during  the  day  in  moving  to  a  position 
on  the  Charles  City  road. 

On  the  first  of  July,  I  took  a  position  assigned  me  on  the  field. 
Just  before  the  engagement  commenced,  my  section  of  Parrott  guns 
were  advanced  to  the  front ;  but,  a  short  time  after  the  engagement 
commenced,  was  ordered  back  to  a  position  further  in  the  rear,  being 
still  under  the  enemy's  fire,  where  I  remained  during  the  engagement, 
my  only  loss  being  one  man  wounded. 
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On  the  2d,  I  maintained  the  position  of  the  previous  day,  until  it 
was  ascertained  the  enemy  had  fled. 

On  the  3d,  I  returned  to  camp  near  Richmond,  by  order  of  General 
Lee,  where  I  have  remained  ever  since. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  JOHN  LANE, 
Captain  Company  E,  Sumter  Artilkry  Battalion. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  MASSIE. 

CAMP  NEAR  RICHMOND,  July   12,   1862, 

Major  W.   NELSON, 

Commanding  Third  Artillery  Battalion  : 

In  the  absence  of  Captain  Huckstep,  I  submit  the  following  state 
ment  of  the  movements,  etc.,  of  the  Fluvanna  artillery  during  the 
recent  engagements  before  Richmond.  On  Thursday  morning,  June 
26th,  we  proceeded  to*  the  front  of  our  lines  on  the  Nine-mile  road, 
General  Magruder's  division,  and  were  placed  in  reserve  in  the  field 
near  New  Bridge  church.  The  next  evening,  (Friday,)  our  rifle  gun 
and  its  detachment  of  twelve  men,  under  my  immediate  command, 
were  ordered  to  take  position  in  the  open  field,  near  Dr.  Garnett's 
house,  where,  in  company  with  several  other  batteries,  (the  whole 
under  command  of  Major  Garnett,)  we  opened  fire  upon  one  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  partially  concealed  by  woods.  Our  fire  waa 
promptly  returned  by  at  least  four  batteries — three  being  entirely 
concealed  by  the  woods  and  placed  obliquely  to  our  right — thus  giving 
them  a  cross  fire  upon  us  ;  also,  by  a  line  of  sharpshooters,  protected 
by  rifle  pits,  immediately  in  our  front  and  about  four  hundred  yards 
distant.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  soon  became  very  warm,  and,  as  we 
were  not  protected  by  either  works  or  the  conformation  of  the  ground, 
we  wdre  ordered  to  retire.  The  conduct  of  the  men,  while  under  fire, 
was  all  that  could  have  been  expected  or  desired.  We  lost  in  this 
skirmish  private  N.  W.  Jennings,  who  was  killed  by  a  shell  wound  in 
the  hip.  He  was  a  good  soldier;  cheerful  and  prompt  in  the  perform 
ance  of  his  duties.  Private  L.  W.  Mayre  was  also  wounded  slightly, 
in  the  hip.  We  also  lost  one  horse,  permanently  disabled.  We  were 
unable  to  ascertain  the  result  of  our  firing,  as  the  woods  into  which 
our  shells  were  thrown  soon  became  so  filled  with  smoke  as  to  obscure 
everything  from  view.  We  retired  to  our  post  in  reserve,  where  we 
were  kept  until  Monday  morning,  June  30th,  when  we  proceeded  to 
Camp  Holly,  near  New  Market,  there  rejoining  our  battalion. 

On  Wednesday,  July  2nd,  our  rifle  gun,  under  Captain  Huckstep, 
was  sent  to  the  front,  but  ordered  back  later  in  the  day,  without  firing. 
We  were  held  in  reserve  at  Camp  Holly  until  Friday  morning,  July 
4th,  when  we  returned  to  our  present  encampment. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  L.  MASSIE, 
Lieutenant  Fluvanna  Artillery. 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  MILLEDGE. 

CAMP,  July   12,    1862. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  accordance  with  an  order  to 
report  what  transpired  in  my  company  between  June  26th  and  July 
— ,  that,  on  the  afterncon  of  June  26th,  I  was  ordered  by  yourself  to 
take  one  piece  (rifle)  down  the  river  (Chickahominy)  and  make  any 
disposition  of  it  which  I  thought  would  bear  with  effect  upon  any  of 
the  enemy's  forces,  then  fighting  or  in  position  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river.  Ascertaining  that  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  said  to  be 
Griffin's  New  York  battery,  was  in  position  near  the  edge  of  the 
creek,  on  the  other  side,  and  was 'busy  with  its  fire  upon  the  Maryland 
battery,  in  position  on  Mechanicsville  hill,  I  placed  the  rifle  piece  in 
position  near  the  creek  and  opened  fire  on  the  New  York  battery, 
which  was  continued  about  an  hour,  as  far  as  I  could  judge, 
with  considerable  accuracy  and  effect.  Lieutenant  Thompson  was 
with  me,  in  charge  of  the  piece. 

On  the  morning  of  the  i:7th,  at  daylight,  my  company  was  detailed, 
by  order  of  General  Lee,  to  assist  in  the  management  of  one  of  the 
largo  rifle  guns  under  command  of  Captain  Masters.  Acting  with 
him,  we  carried  the  piece  some  one  and  a  half  miles  below  the  turn 
pike,  placed  it  in  position,  and,  directing  its  fire  upon  such  points  of 
the  enemy's  lines  as  seemed  most  stubborn,  worked  it  until  ordered 
by  General  Lee  to  cease  firing. 

Of  the  rest  of  the  part  performed  by  my  company  in  that  day's 
attempt,  and  those  made  afterwards  to  get  the  gun  where  it  could  bo 
used  in  obedience  to  orders — of  the  zeal,  good  order,  and  general  sol 
dierly  spirit  displayed,  during  the  interval  between  the  28th  of  Juno 
and  2nd  of  July — you  can  judge  as  well  as  myself,  and  to  your 
candid  judgment  I  am  satisfied  to  leave  them,  without  any  comment 
from  me,  knowing  full  well  that  the  true  soldier's  zealous  attempt  to 
discharge  his  duty,  though  that  duty  may  only  be  anxiously  waiting, 
watching,  marching  and  re-marching,  and  not  the  more  grateful 
active  duty  of  the  battle-field,  is  not  without  its  due  credit  in  your 
eyes,  and  that  justice  will  be  done  to  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MILLEDGE,  JR., 
Captain   Company  C,  Second  Battalion  Aitillery. 


REPORT  OF    LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  CUTTS. 

HEADQUARTERS  SUMTE-R  ARTILLERY  BATTALION,  > 
Camp  near  Richmond,  July  12,  1862.  \ 

General  W.  N.  PENDLETON  : 

GENERAL  .  I^|  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  command,  fr)m  the  26th 
of  June  to  the  present  date.  Captain  John  Lane's  company  (of  six 
guns)  having  been  detached  from  myvimmediate  command,  I  would 
respectfully  submit  his  own  report  for  your  consideration,  which; 
please  find  enclosed  : 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  26th  of  June,  in  carrying  out  your  order 
and  instructions  of  the  2oth,  I  reported  myself,  with  three  batteries — 
Captain  H.  M.  Ross,  with  six  guns  ;  Captain  J.  V.  Price,  with  four 
guns,  and  Captain  J.  A.  Blackshear,  also  with  four  guns — to  Major 
General  Huger,  at  our  advance  lines,  on  the  Willianisburg  road.  My 
batteries  were  held  in  reserve  to  support  General  Huger's  command. 
On  the  evening  of  that  day,  I  was  joined  by  Lieutenant  Maddux,  with. 
one  gun  of  Captain  Hamilton's  battery— Lieutenant  Stiener,  of  the 
same  company,  having  obtained  permission  to  report  to  General1 
Toombs,  with  two  guns  of  the  battery.  I  have  had  no  report  of  his 
operations.  With  the  above-mentioned  batteries,  ia^ll  fifteen  guns, 
I  remained  personally  on  the  ground,  in  rear  of  l&neral  Huger's 
command,  and  near  the  enemy's  lines,  until  Sunday  morning,  the- 
29th,  and  although  we  did  no  actual  service,  except  shelling  the  ene 
my's  pickets  in  the  woods,  we  were  at  all  times  ready  to  meet  the 
enemy,  and,  from  his  position  and  superior  force,  were  hourly  expect 
ing  an  engagement.  On  the  29th,  on  being  informed  that  the  enemy 
had  abandoned  their  entrenchments,  and  were  in  full  retreat,  and  tho 
division  being  welf  supplied  with  artillery.  General  Huger  ordered 
two  of  my  batteries — Captains  Price  and  Blackshear — back  to  our 
camp,  near  Richmond,  there  to  beheld  in  reserve,  to  await  orders. 
Myself,  with  Captain  Ross' battery,  and  Lieutenant  Maddux,  with  his 
gun,  were  assigned  to  General  Wright's  brigade,  and  ordered  on  the 
Charles  City  road.  The  whole  command  WHS  delayed  in  m-jViQg  in 
this  direction  by  a  despatch  from  General  Magruder,  asking  for  as 
sistance  in  the  enemy's  rear  ;  and,  at  nightfall,  we  had  only  moved -a 
few  miles  on  the  Charles  City  road.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  30th, 
General  Huger's  advance  came  up  to  the  enemy  ;  and,  about  three 
o'clock,  I  was  ordered  forward  with  my  batteries.  [This  point  was 
some  two  miles  north  of  tho  battle-field  of  the  same  day,  where  Gen- 
erads  Longstreet  and  Hill  engaged  the  enemy.]  My  baUeries  arrived! 
promptly  on  the  ground,  but  were  not  ordered  into  the  artillery  duel 
then  going  on.  This  position  was  held  during  the  night,  and,  on  tho? 
1st  of  July,  the  enemy  having  disappeared,  and  the  way  clear,  we  moved 
upon  the  battle-field  of  Monday.  My  now  small  command  (seveiL 
guns)  was  assigned  a  place  near  the  battle-field  of  Tuesday,  the  1st 
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instant ;  and,  although  I  am  sure  that  more  artillery  could  have  been 
used  with  advantage  in  the  engagement,  and  also  that  my  command 
could  have  done  good  service,  yet  i  received  no  orders,  and,  there 
fore,  I  had  not  the  honor  to  participate  in  any  of  the  many  engage 
ments  for  the  protection  of  the  capital.  The  position  assigned  me 
was  held  until  Monday,  the  7th  instant,  when,  by  General  Huger's 
order,  I  returned  to  my  camp  at  this  place,  all  my  other  batteries 
having  previously  returned.  It  is  proper  to  mention  that  Captain  C. 
V.  Crawford  volunteered  to  take  charge  of  one  of  Captain  Price's 
guns,  as  his  own  battery  was  not  ready  for  the  fiel<r  This  he  did, 
ind  remained  with  it  until  the  company  was  ordered  back  to  camp. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  several  companies  deserve  great  credit 
for  their  great  promptness,  and  their  anxiety  to  share  the  dangers  and 
•honors  with  those  noble  commands  who  fought  on  every  field. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

"With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  CUTTS, 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  commanding  First  Battalion,  Reserve  Corps. 


+  REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  ANCELL. 

IN  CAMP,  July  12,  1862. 

Major  CHARLES  RICHARDSON, 

Commanding  Reserve  Artillery  : 

MAJOR  :  I  h*vo  the  honor  to  report,  in  accordance  with  an  order 
to  report  what  transpired  in  my  company  from  the  -26th  June  to  2d 
July,  1862: 

On  Thursday,  June  20th,  I  was  ordered,  by  yourself,  to  take  our 
battery  to  a  position  on  the  Chickahominy,  about  one  mile  below  the 
Mechanicsville  road,  and  to  hold  the  position  in  case  the  enemy  should 
attempt  to  cross  there.  No  such  attempt  being  made  by  the  enemy, 
I  only  waited  in  position  until  Friday  morning,  when,  the  enemy 
having  been  driven  below  this  point,  I,  in  obedience  to  your  order, 
moved  my  battery  back  to  camp,  together  with  a  large  rifle  gun  un 
der  the  command  of  Captain  Masters. 

On  Friday  evening,  in  compliance  with  your  order,  I  took  command 
of,  and  carried  this  large  guir  to  a  point  on  the  Nine -mile  road,  near 
the  farm  of  Dr.  GaYnett,  at  which  point  I  remained  until  Sunday 
morning,  June  29th,  when,  no  opportunity  offering  to  bring  it  to 
bear  upon  the  enemy,  it  was,  in  accordance  with  your  orders,  moved 
back  to  camp.  On  Tuesday,  the  1st  instant,  I  carried  the  same  piece 
down  the  Darby  town  road,  as  directed  by  you,  to  Fussell's  farm,  near 
the  scene  of  the  fight  of  that  evening,  but  was  not  able  to  get  into  a 
position  from  which  to  use  it  against  the  foe,  and,  on  the  next  morn 
ing,  returned  with  it  to  camp. 

With  the  exception  of  these  several  orders,  ended  any  part  taken 
by  my  company  in  the  struggles  around  Richmond.  I  will  take  oc 
casion  to  say,  though  not  actually  engaged,  the  men  acted  in  a  man 
ner  entirely  satisfactory,  and  evinced  an  earnest  desire  to  take  an 
active  part  in  the  late  great  struggles  around  Richmond ;  but  as  all 
this  occurred  under  your  immediate  observation,  I  will  only  say  that 
they  obeyed  all  orders  cheerfully  and  soldierly. 
Major,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Yours,  with  high  respect, 

JOHN  J.  ANCELL, 
Captain  Fluvanna  Light  Artillery  f 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  WOOLFOLK. 
HEADQ'RS  COM^  A,  2ND  BATTALION  RESERVE  ARTTLLERT, 


LERT,  ) 
July  II,  ibu2.      $ 
Major  CHARLES  RICHARDSON, 

Commanding  2d  Battalion  Reserve  Artillery  Corps  : 

MAJOR  :  In  pursuance  of  your  orders,  I  have  the  honou  to  make 
the  following  report  of  the  services  of  this  battery  from  the  2Gth  of 
June.  At  this  date,  we  were  on  picket  duty  at  Mrs.  Price's  house, 
opposite  the  New  Bridge,  seven  miles  from  Richmond.  We  were 
then  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Lee,  and  attached  to  -  brig 
ade,  Colonel  Anderson  commanding,  in  Colonel  Jones'  division,  to 
whom  we  reported,  June  14th,  1862. 

Nothing  occurred  on  the  26th,  except  jf  little  harmless  shelling  from 
the  enemy's  batteries,  four  in  number,  stationed  opposite  to  us  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Chickahominy.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  27th,  we 
were  ordered,  together  with  two  of  Captain  Lane's  guns,  all  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Lee,  against  A  stony  'work  of  the  enemy's, 
some  three  fourths  of  a  mile  to  our  rigW  and  front.  We  were  brought 
into  position  in  an  open  field,  about  six  hundred  yards  from  the 
enemy's  works,  when  we  opened  upon  him  with  shell  and  spherical 
case  from  the  howitzer's,  (two  12-pounders,)  and  with  shell  and  shot 
from  our  rifle-pieces,  (two  3-  inch  guns.)  We  fired  very  rapidly,  re 
ceiving,  in  reply,  an  incessant  fire*  from  the  enemy's  battery,  com 
posed,  as  we  afterwards  learned  from  prisoners,  of  thirteen  breach- 
loading  guns,  sustaining,  at  the  same  time,  an  enfilading  fire  from 
their  sharpshooters.  After  an  engagement  of  about  thirty  minutes, 
we  were  ordered  to  retire,  having  sustained  a  loss  of  one  man  killed, 
and  three  wounded.  Of  the  effect  of  our  fire,  I  hare  no  means  of 
knowing,  except  from  the  report  of  prisoners,  who  stated  that  their 
loss  was  heavy  in  killed,  wounded  and  in  destruction  of  property. 
On  Saturday,  the  28th,  our  two  rifle-pieces  were  detached  to  proceed 
down  the  New  Bridge  road,  and,  in  company  with  a  portion  of  Lane's 
and  Dabney's  batteries,  to  shell  the  enemy,  at  long  range.  This  duty 
was  performed  with  fine  effect,  the  enemy  breaking  and  running  in 
every  direction.  On  the  29th,  we  were  ordered  under  the  command 
of  Major  Garnett,  and  temporarily  in  support  of  General  Toombs' 
brigade,  some  three  miles  down  the  road,  on  the  Bouth  side  of  the 
Chickahominy  ;  but  no  requisition  was  made  upon  us  for  active  ser 
vice,  and,  on  the  next  day,  June  30th,  we  were  relieved  and  sent  back 
ito  camp  to  recruit,  men  and  horses  being  very  much  broken  down. 
Of  the  conduct  of  the  men  of  this  command,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
report  that  they  behaved,  with  but  two  exceptions,  with  marked 
coolness  and  gallantry. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  WOOLFOLK,  First  Lieut., 
Commanding  Ashland  Arfy,  Co.  A,  Zd  Bat.  R.  A. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  POAGUE. 

CAMP  OF  FIRST  BRIGADE,  V.  D.,  July  ?,  1862. 

Captain  J.  T.  O'BRIEN, 

A.  A    G..  First  Brigade,  V.  D.  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  evening  of  the 
27th  June,  when  the  brigade  started  for. the  battle-field,  my  battery 
was  ordered  to  halt  and  await  orders.  Next  day  I  received  orders  to 
join  the  brigade,  which  I  did,  remaining  with*  it  until  1st  July,  but 
taking  no  part  in  any  of  the  engagements  up  to  that  date. 

About  ten  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  1st  July,  while  following  the 
brigade  014  the  march  near  Frazier's  farm,  I  received  an  order  from 
Major  „  General  Jackson  to  hurry  on  to  the  front  and  report  to  Major 
General  Whiting.  Not  being  able  to  find  the  latter  officer,  by  direc 
tion  of  General  Jackson,  I  took  position  in  a  wheat  fieil,  on  the  left 
of  Balthis' battery,  (Staunton  artillery,)  which  had  just  preceded  us. 
My  guns  were  posted  behind  the  crest  o!  a  ridge,  by  which  they  .were, 
to  some  extent,  protected  fromfne  enemy's  fire. 

Shortly  after  opening  fire,  the  impression  got  out,  by  some  means, 
that  all  the  batteries  were  ordered  to  leave -the  field.  Not  being  able 
to  trace  it  to  an  authoritative  source,  I  ordered  my  pieces  to  continue 
firing.  One  or  two  batteries  in  the  meantime  left  the  field. 

Captain  Balthis  soon  exhausted  his  ammunition,  and  shortly  after 
wards  left  the  field.  By  this  time,  Lieutenant  Carpenter  had  gotten 
two  pieces  in  position  and  opened  fire.  The  fire  of  the  enemy's  bat 
teries  was  most  terrific,  and,  in  the  main,  very  accurate  ;  that  the  loss 
on  our  side  was  not  much  heavier,  is  owing  to  the  protection  afforded 
by  our  position. 

The  detachment  of  the  six-pounder  was  now  so  much  reduced  as  not 
to  be  able  to  work  the  gun.  Jt  was  sent  off  the  field,  and  the  re 
mainder  of  the  detachment  distributed  among  the  other  pieces.  Find 
ing  that  the  contest  was  a  very  unequal  one,  having  the  fire  of  seve 
ral  batteries  concentrated  upon  five  guns  on  our  side,  ray  pieces  were 
ordered  to  cease  firing.  The  gun  of  Lieutenant  Carpenter,  next  to  us, 
also  cfeased  at  my  suggestion.  My  object  was  to  induce  the  enemy  to 
hold  up  until  we  could  get  other  batteries  to  our  assistance.  Two 
more  batteries  were  then  brought  into  position.  Our  guns  again 
opened,  under  direction  of  Major  Whiting,  but  elicited  only  a  feeble 
response  from  the  enemy,  and  after  a  few  rounds,  our  batteries  ceased 
firing.  Soon  thereafter,  I  was  ordered  to  report,  with  my  battery,  to 
Major  General  Hill,  but  was  not  called  on  to  go  into  action  again. 
About  five  o'clock,  I  obtained  permission  to  go  to  the  rear  for  ammu 
nition. 

The  following  are  the  casualties  which  occurred  during  this  artil 
lery  engagement :  « 

Killed — Jno.  L.  Brown,  Francis  T.  IIerndon,of  Rockbridge  county  5 
Virginia. 
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Wounded— Jno.  Doran,  of  Lexington,  severely,  in  arm,  by  a  shell; 
John  Fuller,  of  Rockbritige,  severely  bruised  by  a  shell. 

Slightly  wounded— E,  Holmes  Boyd,  R.  K.  Compton,  John  M. 
Brown,  Randolph  Fairfax,  Sergeant  David  E.  Moore,  John  H.  Moore, 
Abner  E.  Arnold,  William  H.  Boiling.  One  horse  was  killed  and 
several  disabled. 

With  three  or  four  exceptions,  the  conduct  of  the  men  and  officers 
was  in  the  highest  degree  creditable. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

W.  T.  POAGUE. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  PAGE. 

CAMP  OF  THIRD  BATTALION  RESERVE  ARTILLERY,  > 

July  12,  1862.      $ 

Major  WILLIAM  NELSON  : 

MAJOR  :  AccordiDg  to  your  request,  I  respectfully  submit  the  fol 
lowing  report  of  my  battery  during  the  late  engagements  before 
Richmond  : 

On  Thursday  morning,  June  26th,  we  were  ordered  down  the  Nine- 
mile  road  as  far  as  Garnett's  farm,  where  we  took  a  position  on  the 
road,  and  just  in  rear  of  our  extreme  picket  lines.  After  remaining 
here  for  about  two  hours,  the  enemy  opened  a  fire  upon  us,  with  his 
long-range  guns,  which  he  kept  up  for  some  time,  when,  by  order  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  we  shifted  our  position.  Here,  again,  we 
were  shelled  from  time  to  time  until  night,  when  we  withdrew,  resum 
ing  our  first  position  early  next  morning. 

On  this  day,  Friday,  our  position  was  shelled  constantly  through 
out  the  day,  without  our  being  able  to  reply,  as  we  had  orders  to  fire 
only  in  case  the  enemy  appeared  in  front  in  the  open  field. 

On  Saturday,  after  the^poiddleof  the  day,  everything  became  quiet,, 

On  Sunday,  about  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  we  started  with  Major  Gen 
eral  Magruder's  forces,  down  the  Nine-mile  and  Williamsburg  roads, 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and  went  as  far  as  Savage's  farm,  where  we 
rested  for  the  night. 

Monday  morning,  we  continued  our  march  and  reached  Hollywood, 
near  the  scene  of  the  terrible  conflict  of  Tuesday  evening. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  bur  rifle  pieces,  Lieutenant  Montgomery 
commanding,  was  sent  to  the  front  to  reconnoitre  and  returned  in  the 
evening.     At  this  camp  we  remained  until  Friday  morning,  when  by 
your  command,  we  returned  to  our  present  encampment. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  C.  M.  PAGE, 
Captain  Commanding  Artillery. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  KIRKPATRICK. 


Major  WILLIAM  NELSON, 

Commanding  Third  Battallion  Reserve  Corps  Artillery : 

MAJOR  :  At  your  request,  I  submit  the  following  statement  of  the 
part  taken  by  my  company  in  the  recent  engagements  before  Richmond: 
>$0n  Thursday,  June  26th,  we  proceeded  with  four  guns  (two  being 
left  on  account  of  sickness  amongst  the  members  of  the  company)  to 
the  front  at  Garnett's  farm.  We  were  stationed  at  a  point  within 
range  of  the  enemy's  guns  in  front  and  on  our  left,  but  remained  un 
disturbed  unfeil  the  afternoon,  when  the  batteries  on  our  left  opened  a 
fire  upon  the  whole  field.  Many  of  the  shells  came  near  us,  but  did 
no  harm. 

The  next  morning  we  resumed  the  place  held  by  us  the  day  before. 

About  twelve  o'clock,  we  were  ordered  to  take  a  position  consider 
ably  advanced  and  to  our  right,  with  two  howitzers,  and  there  to  open 
fire  upon  a  party  of  the  enemy,  then  at  work  npon  the  rifle-pits  in 
front  of  their  works.  As  soon  as  our  fire  commenced,  the  enemy 
opened  upon  us  with  at  least  five  diffelfent  species  of  projectile. 
During  this  fire,  Lieutenant  Walton,  Corporal  Davidson  and  privates 
Hewitt  and  John  Goodwin  were  struck  by  fragments  of  shell,  though 
no  one  was  seriously  hurt.  ,  At  the  other  guns,  which  remained  for 
Borne  time  in  a  very  exposed  condition,  private  Motley  was  also  struck. 
One  of  our  horses  was  killed  and  two  wounded.  We  remained  in  the 
advanced  position  until  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

I  cannot  forbear  stating  just  here  that  you  were  present  with  us  dur 
ing  the  time  that  the  enemy's  fire  was  concentrated  upon  us,  and  I  feel 
under  lasting  obligations  to  you  for  the  great  encouragement  and  as 
sistance  you  afforded  us,  inexperienced  as  we  were,  by  your  calm  and 
cheerful  courage,  as  well  as  by  advice  how  our  fire  should  be  con 
ducted. 

On  Saturday,  we  took  the  same  position,  and  in  the  afternoon  were 
ordered  to  proceed  again  with  two  guns,  to  take  the  position  just  al 
luded  to,  in  order  to  open  fire  on  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  it  was 
supposed  had  been  evacuated.  Before  we  reached  the  position  the 
order  was  countermanded.  On  our  way  going  and  returning  we  were 
under  heavy  fire. 

On  Sunday  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  we  proceeded  with  General 
Magruder's  forces  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  down  the  Nine- mile  and 
Williamsburg  roads,  and,  with  the  same  forces,  crossed  over  to  Camp 
Holly,  where  we  were  held  in  reserve  until  Friday,  when  our  battery 
was  ordered  back  to  camp. 

On  Thursday,  my  rifle  piece,  under  Lieutenant  Ilobson,  was  ordered 
towards  the  front,  but  he  was  soon  directed  to  return. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  I  was  assisted,  in  the  engagement  of  Fri- 
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,  by  Lieutentants  Hobson  and  Latham,  who  rendered  every  possi 
ble  service,  and  proved  themselves  competent  and  brave. 
Very  respectfully  submitted, 

THOS.  J.  KIRKPATRICK, 
Commanding  Amlierst  Artillery. 


: 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  NELSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  BATTALION*RESERVE  ARTILLERY,  ) 
Near  Richmond,  July  12,  1862.  > 

GENERAL  :  At  your,  request,  I  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  follow 
ing  statement  of  my  proceedings,  as  also  of  my  command,  in  the  re 
cent  movements  of  our  army  in  the  defence  of  Richmond : 

In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  reported  early  Thursday  morning, 
the  26th  ultimo,  with  my  three  companies,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  S. 
D.  Lee,  chief  of  artillery  for  General  Magruder's  division,  who  asked 
me  to  post  two  of  my  batteries  in  Dr.  Garnett's  field,  in  advance  of 
our  main  line,  and  in  support  of  our  advance  pickets,  and  to  hold  the 
other  in  reserve.  Captains  Kirkpatrick  and  Pago  with  their  batteries 
were  posted  accordingly,  and  Captain  Huckstep  with  his  was  kept  in 
reserve  near  the  Bridge  church. 

Nothing  of  interest  transpired  until  the  afternoon,  when  the  enemy's 
batteries,  from  several  different  points,  opened  fire  upon  the  whole 
field,  frequently  throwing  their  shells  very  near  us,  but  without  injury. 
These  two  batteries  were  withdrawn  to  a  less  hazardous  position,  after 
night,  and  replaced  before  light  the  next  morning,  Friday  the  27th. 
In  the  early  part  of  Friday,  I  was  invited  by  Colonel  Lee  to  recon 
noitre,  with  him,  the  enemy's  position  immediately  in  our  front,  where 
they  were  busily  engaged  on  an  advance  line  of  works,  with  a  view 
to  stop  their  operations,  after  which,  it  was  determinant  that  I  should 
advance  one  section  of  hors3  artillery  to  our  extreme  picket  line,  a 
little  to  th-3  right  of  our  position,  to  co-operate  with  other  pieces 
which  Colonel  Lee  would  post  on  our  left.  I  was  to  be  ready,  and  to 
open  as  soon  as  the  firing  on  my  left  commenced.  I  requested  Cap 
tain  Kirkpatrick  to  take  two  of  his  howitzers,  with  their  detachments, 
to  the  ppint  of  the  field  determined  on,  and  I  accompanied  them.  His 
pieces  were  immediately  put  in  position  just  below  the  crest  of  the 
hill  and  loaded.  Very  soon  the  signal  on  our  left  was  heard,  when  the 
captain  gave  the  order  and  the  firing  commenced  with  energy, 
and  the  working  parties  were  driven  from  their  position.  Im 
mediately  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  with  batteries  at  four  different 
points,  after  the  working  parties  were  driven  off.  Our  fire  was  aimed 
at  one  of  their  batteries,  and  kept  up  until  the  limbers  were  emptied 
of  ammunition,  when  the  firing  ceased  for  a  very  short  time  for  the 
caisson  to  be  brought  up,  which  was  soon  done,  and  the  firing  resumed 
with  vigor,  and  kept  up  until  the  men  were  much  exhausted,  when  I 
requested  the  captain  to  cease  firing,  and  let  his  men  sit  down  below 
the  crest  of  the  hill  and  rest.  During  this  whole  time  they  were  un 
der  a  heavy  fire  from  the  four  batteries  before  referred  to,  and  I  take 
pleasure  in  saying  of  all  officers  and  men,  that  they  did  their  duty 
well.  Fcr  further  particulars  of  the  operations  of  this  company  and 
results  to  them,  I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  statement  of  Cap 
tain  Kirkpatrick. 

The  position  occupied  by   Captain  Page's  battery  was  peculiarly 
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trying,  being  under  a  hot  fire  during  part  of  Thursday  afternoon,  and 
on  Friday,  without  being  able  to  return  it  at  all. 

I  was  fully  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  men, 
and  for  further  particulars  of  their  operations,  I  refer  you  to  the  ac- 
companying  statement  of  Captain  Page.  Friday  afternoon,  I  was 
asked  by  Colonel  Lee  for  one  rifle  gun,  to  co-operate  with  others,  to 
try  the  enemy's  position,  and  I  sent  the  the  rifle  gun  of  Captain  Huck- 
step's  battery,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Massie,  to  whose  report 
herewith,  I  refer  you  for  particulars.  This  gun,  in  that  skirmish  was 
well  managed  and  served  in  every  particular. 

Saturday  we  retained  our  former  position  without  engaging  in  what 
took  place  near  by,  but  being  under  fire  part  of  the  time. 

Sunday  morning,  we  were  early  on  the  field,  and,  late   in  the   day 
advanced  with  the  division  towards  Fair  Oak   Station,   on  the  York 
River  railroad.    There  I  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Lee  to  follow  on  with 
the  reserve,  at  a  safe  distance  from  the  centre  of  General  McLaws' 
division  ;  doing  this,  we  stayed  that  night  near  the  General's  command 
on  the  Williamsburg  road.          «  % 

Monday  morning,  we  were  ordered  to  march  for  Allen's  farm  on 
James  river,  by  the  way  of  the  Darbytown  road,  and  I  was  ordered 
to  halt  my  command  about  two  miles  short  of  Allen's  farm,  which  was 
done.  My  encampment,  that  night,  was  on  Robertson's  farm,  called 
Camp  Holly. 

On  Wednesday,  July  2nd,  I  was  ordered  to  take  all  the  rifle  guns 
of  ray  command  to  the  front  where  we  remained  until  the  afternoon 
when  we  were  ordered  back  to  camp  with  them.     There  we  stayed  until 
Friday  the  4th,*when  we  were  ordered  back  to  this  point. 

I  cannot  too  fully  express  my  thanks  for,  and  appreciation  of,  the  con 
duct,  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  of  Surgeon  J.  R.  Page,  Assistant  Sur- 
gonsl  errm  and  Hopkins  ;  also,  Lieutenant  Massie  and  my  youncr  aid 
WR   Jones.  These  gentlemen  all  did  much  to  excite  grateful  thanks' 

With  gratitude  to  God  for  his  protection  and  care,  I  respectfully 
submit  this  report. 

W.  R.  NELSON,  Major  commanding  Battalion. 


REPORT  £>F  MAJOR  RICHARDSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  BAT.  PENDLETON'S  ARTILLERY  CORPS,  ) 
Camp  near  Richmond,  July  12,  1862.      { 

GENERAL:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  llth  instant,  requir 
ing  me  to  furnish  you  with  a  report,  showing  the  operations  of  my 
command  from  the  26th  ultimo  to  the  present  time,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following,  with  the  accompanying  reports  of  the  cap 
tains  of  the  several  batteries  in  my  battalion,  which  will  more  expli 
citly  give  the  information  you  desire,  as  I  was  necessarily  separated 
from  portions  of  my  command  at  different  times  during  the  occurrences 
therein  named  : 

You  are  aware  that,  for  'about  twelve  days  previous  to  the  26th 
ultimo,  I  had  been  on  outpost  service,  with  two  of  my  batteries,  on 
die  Mechanicsville  road,  near  the  Chickahominy  river,  and  that  my 
other  battery  (Captain  Woolfolk's)  was  on  duty  at  Price's  farm,  under 
Colonel  Lee,  Chief  .of  Artillery  General  Magruder's  division,  with 
whom  it  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  3d  inst,  when  relieved. by 
you,  and  ordered  to  my  camp.  The  batteries  of  Captain  Davidson 
(two  three  inch  rifles,  two  six-pounder  smooth  bores,  and  two  twelve- 
pounder  howitzers,)  and  Captain  Masters,  (two  four-pounder  rifles,) 
were  ass;gncd,  temporarily,  to  my  Command  by  Brigadier  General  J. 
R.  Anderson,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  ultimo 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  ultimo,  General  D.  H  'Hill,  whose 
division  had  moved  up  near  my  camp  during  the  previous  night,  sent 
for  me,  and  informed  me  that  our  troops  would  cross  the  river  at  that 
point  during  the  day,  and  that  I  was  expected  to  cover  the  passage, 
and  that  he  would  indicate  the  moment  when  I  should  open  fire  upon 
the  works  of  the  enemy  just  opposite.  He  desired  to  know  the  nu'rn- 
ber,  calibre  and  positions  of  my  guns,  offering,  at  the  same  time,  to 
furnish  me  with  any  additional  guns  that  I  might  need.  Having 
given  him  the  desired  information,  I  accepted,  and  placed  in  position, 
three  of  his  rifled  pieces,  and  awaited  his  orders.  About  twelve 
o'clock,  M.,  I  sent  a  message  to  the  General  that  I  thought  the  enemy 
Were  vacating  the  works  in  front  of  me;  i;nd,  about  three,  P.  M., 
sent  another  message  that  I  was  quite  sure  the  work  was  entirely 
deserted ;  but  received  no  orders,  though  Generals  Lee,  Hill  and 
Longstreet,  came  up  shortly  afterward,  and  watched  the  movement  of 
the  enemy  until  near  five  o'clock,  when  General  Hill  moved  his 
division  across  the  river.  Seeing  no  enemy  in  front  .of  me,  and 
desiring  to  render  as  much  service  as  possible,  I  ordered  Captain 
Milledge  to  move  his  rifle  guns  east  of  the  Mechanicsvifle  road,  to  a 
point  from  which  he  could  do  the  enemy  most  damage.  [His  report 
will  show  his  operations  in  pursuance  of  this  order.]  At  the  same 
time,  I  ordered  Captain  Masters  to  place  one  of  his  guns  on  the  ridge 
last  of,  and  near,  the  McchanicBville  road,  thinking  it  a  very  fino 
position  from  which  to  work  upon  one  of  the  heavy  batteries  of  the 
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enemy,  then  pouring  a  terrific  fire  upon  our  troops  ;  but,  as  the  piece 
was  being  put  in  position,  General  Longstreet  ordered  Captain  Mas 
ters  to  take  it  to  a  point  lower  down  the  river,  which  he  thought  was 
a  better  position.  In  moving  the  gun  down,  one  of  the  wheels  got 
into  a  deep  rut,  and  could  not  be  extricated  until  the  next  morning. 
At  dawn  on  the  next  morning,  S7th  ultimo,  General  Lee  ordered  me 
to  move  my  guns  along  the  ridge  on  the  south  side  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy,  and  do  the  best  I  could  against  the  enemy  on  the  Opposite 
side.  I  therefore  moved  down  the  river  with  all  of  my  guns  except 
one  of  the  four-pounder  rifles  of  Captain  Masters,  and  one  smooth  bore 
six-pounder  and  two  twelve-pounder  howitzers  of  Captain  Milledge, 
(having  no  horses  to  move  these  guns,)  and  took  a  position  on  Watt's 
farm,  and  opened  fire  (I  have  reason  to  believe  with  good  effect)  upon 
the  enemy  with  Captain  Davidson's  two  three-inch  rifles,  Captain 
Milledge's  three-inch  rifle,  and  one  of  Captain  Master's  four-pounder 
rifles,  and  continued  firing  until  ordered  to  cease  by  General  Lee. 

About  this  time  you  came  up,  and  I  asked  for  further  orders,  re 
questing  to  be  permitted  to  send  to  the  rear  the  pieces  that  could  not 
be  used  with  effect,  and  having  received  your  approval,  I  ordered 
Captain  Ancell  to  take  to  our  old  camp,  (near  the  toll  gate,  on  the 
Mechanicsville  road,)  his  battery,  together  with  the  three  guns  of 
Captain  Milledge  and  the  four-pounder  rifle  of  Captain  Masters,  left 
near  Ashton's  bouse ;  and  then,  by  your  order,  I  proceeded  down  the 
river  to  Mrs.  Christian's  farm,  without  being  able,  however,  to  get  a 
shot  at  the  enemy. 

At  this  point,  Captain  Davidson  handed  me  an  order  from  Briga 
dier  General  J.  R.  Anderson  requiring  him  to  join  his  brigade  at 
once,  and  I,  of  course,  relieved  him  from  duty  with  me. 

I  then  joined  you  at  the  hospital  on  the  Nine-mile  road,  about  a 
mile  above  Dr.  Garnett's  farm.  You  then  ordered  me  to  move  the 
two  four-pounder  rifles  of  Captain  Masters  to  that  point  and  you 
would  have  them  placed  in  position.  The  guns  being  exceedingly 
heavy  (weighing  nearly  4,000  pounds  each)  and  the  road  very  bad, 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  I  succeeded  in  getting  one  of  the 
guns  (under  Captain  Ancell)  to  the  point  indicated  by  eight  o'clock, 
R  M.,  when  all  operations  for  the  day  seemed  to  have  ceased,  and 
you,  I  learned,  had  left  the  field.  The  other  gun,  under  Captain 
Milledge,  could  not  be  brought  down,  and  Captain  Milledge  informed 
me  that  you  ordered  him  to  take  it  to  camp. 

The  next  day,  June  28th,  I  succeeded  in  seeing  you  lato  in  the 
afternoon,  -when  ytu  told  me  that  I  could  confer  with  Colonel  Leo 
(chief  of  artillery  of  General  Magruder's  division)  as  to  the  best  po-' 
sition  for  the  gun.  Colonel  Lee  said  that  the  gun  could  be  of  no  ser 
vice  there  at  that  time,  but  that  he  would  let  me  know  if  it  could  bo 
ased  the  next  day. 

The  next  day,  June  29th,  at  an  early  hour,  General  Magruder's 
troops  were  moved  out  of  their  works,  and  I  thought  it  best  to  have 
the  gun  taken  to  my  camp,  which  I  did. 

I  received  no  further  orders  from  you  until  Monday  night,  June 
30th,  when  you  ordered  me  to  move  the  two  four-pounder  rifles  at 
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early  dawn  the  next  morning,  down  the  Darby  road,  in  the  direction 
of  New  Market,  and  you  would  select  a  position  for  them.  Thia 
order  I  obeyed,  halting  on  the  Darby  road  where  it  is  intersected  by 
the- New  Market  road,  and  reported  to  you  through  Captain  Milledge, 
and  received  your  order  directing  me  to  move*  down  to  a  point  near 
which  you  would  endeavour  to  find  a  position  for  the  guns,  (Captain 
Milledge  acting  as  guide.)  We  halted  on  the  farm  of  a  Mr.  Fussell, 
when  1  ceported  to  you  in  person,  and  you  ordered  me  to  bivouac  for 
the  night,  as  you  were  unable  to  find  a  suitable  position  for  the  guns. 

The  next  morning  I,  by  your  order,  returned  to  camp  with  the 
guns,  as  you  thought  they  could  not  be  used  to  advantage  at  all  down 
there. 

In  leaving  my  old  camp  on  the  Mechanicsville  road,  near  the  toll- 
gate,  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant,  I  ordered  Captain  Woolfolk, 
senior  captain,  to  take  charge  of,  and  move  the  camp  down  on  the 
Williamsburg  road,  near  Fulton's  hill,  you  having  ordered  me  to  take 
a  position  more  convenient  to  the  scene  of  operations. 

It  is,  doubtless,  proper  to  add  that  two  drivers  and  four  horses  from 
each  of  the  batteries  of  Captains  Ancell  and  Milledge  had  been,  by 
General  A.  P.  Hill's  orders,  sent  to  join  Captain  Mclntpsh's  battery. 
One  of  these  men,  private  Robinson,  of  Captain  Milledge'&  company, 
was  slightly  wounded,  and  one  of  the  horses  sent  from  Captain 
Ancell's  battery  died. 

Before  concluding,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  the  soldierly  bearing, 
energy  and  general  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my 
command  affords  me  the  liveliest  gratification  and  satisfaction,  and  in 
awarding  praise,  I  cannot  discriminate  in  favor  of  some  without 
doing  injustice  to  others,  inasmuch  as  all  my  orders  were  obeyed 
with  great  alacrity  and  cheerfulness. 

I  would  add  that  Dr.  Semple,  surgeon  of  my   battery,  was  always 
at  his  post  of  duty  and  performed  his  part  most  satisfactorily. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  RICHARDSON, 

Major  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  THOMPSON  BROWN. 

CAMP  AT  RANDOLPH'S  FARM,  July  14,  1862. 
Brigadier  General  W.  N.  PENDLETON  :  ^ 

SIR  :  In  accordance  with  your  order  of  July  llth,  I  herewith  for 
ward  to  you  a  report  of  the  operations  of  my  command  from  Thurs 
day,  June  26th,  to  the  present  time 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  THOMPSON  BROWN, 

Colonel  \st  Virginia  Artillery. 
LEWIS  M.  COLEMAH, 
LieutetHtnt  Colonel  \st  Virginia  Artillery. 


My  command,  with  the  exception  of  the  batteries,  of  which  a  more 
detailed  account  will  be  subsequently  given,  after  having  been  in 
ca  up  for  some  days,  was  moved  on  Friday,  June  27th,  to  a  point 
near  Mrs.  Price's  farm,  in  order  to  be  in  readiness  for  action.  On  Sat- 
uvday.  26th,  it  was  moved  back  to  its  present  position  On  Sunday, 
June  29th,  it  was  moved  to  a  point  on  the  Darbytown  road,  about  one 
and  a  half  miles  above  its  junction  with  the  New  Market  road,  where 
it  arrived  without  being  called  for  until  Thursday,  July  3d,  where,  in 
obedience  to  orders  from  General  Pendleton,  it  returned  to  its  old 
camp  at  Randolph's  farm,  where  it  now  awaits  orders. 

The  batteries  which,  during  this  period,  were  separated  from  the 
command,  are  the  following:   Third    Howitzer,  Captain  B.  H.  Smith  ; 
Richmond  Fayette   Artillerf,  Lieutenant   Clopton  commanding,  and 
Williamsburg  Artillery,  Captain   Coke.     The  first  of  the  third  How 
itzers  (Captain  B.  H.  Smith)   having  been  advised  to  join  Feathers- 
ton's  brigade,  General  Longstreet's  division,  reached  Mechanicsville 
at  ten,  P.  M.,  on  Thursday,  June  26th.     On  Friday,  2?th,  it  was  en 
gaged  with  good  effect  at  Catlin's  house,  one  section  being  in  the  or 
chard,  and  the  other  to  the  right  of  the  house.     They  continued  their 
fire  until  the  enemy  left  the  field.     In  the  evening  of  the  same  day, 
it  was  again  engaged  at  Games'  farm  ;   the  three  howitzers  being  sta 
tioned  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  near  the  barn,  where  they  Celled  the 
enemy's  position  in  the  woods.     The  Parrott  piece  on  the  right  of  the 
barn  engaged  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries- on  the  south  side  of  the 
Chickahorniny,  thus  drawing  a  raking   fire  away  from   our  infantry, 
while  charging  the  enemy's  position.     The  Parrott  gun  continued  to 
fire   until  the  enemy's  battery  became  silent ;  but  I  myself,  being  ac 
cidentally  present,  withdrew  the  howitzers  early  in  the  evening.  They 
were  inefficient  against  the  battery  because  of  their  short  range,  and 
they  could  no  longer  shell  the  enemy's  infantry  without  endangering 
our  own  troops.     This  battery  was  subsequently  engage^  on  this  side 
,  of  the  Chickahominy,  in  the  battle  of  Monday,  30th,  near  Enroughty's 
house.     It  fired  but  a  few  rounds.     Still  it  was  much  exposed  to  the 
35 
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fire  of  artillery  and  infantry.  The  battery  was  not  engaged  on  Tues« 
day,  and  has  now  rejoined  its  regiment.  The  only  loss  sustained  was 
one  man  wounded  on  Monday,  30th,  and  two  horses  shot  on  Friday, 
27th. 

The  conduct  of  the  men  in  the  entire  series  of  fights  commanded, 
the  approval  of  their  captain.  I  myself  saw  them  acting  well  on 
the  evening  of  Friday,  June  27th. 

The  Richmond  Fayette  Artillery  and  the  \Y^^ams^urg  Artillery, 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman,  reported,  by  order  of  General 
Pendleton,  to  General  Lee,  at  Mechanicsville,  on  the  morning  of  Fri 
day,  Juno  27th.  They  followed  the  advancing  army  to  the  headquar 
ters  of  Generals  Lee  and  Longstreet,  at  Hogan*s  house,  and  were 
kept  in  reserve  during  the  battle  of  Friday  evening.  On  Saturday, 
Colonel  Coleman  reported  to  General  A.  P.  Hill,  and,  in  the  absence 
of  Major  W.  T.  Walker,  sick  in  Richmond,  acted  as  chief  of  artillery, 
until  Wednesday,  July  2d,  when  he  rejoined  his  regiment.  The  two 
batteries  under  his  command,  from  this  regiment,  accompanied  Gene 
ral  Hill,  on  his  passage  to  the  south  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  and 
to  the  vicinity  of  the  battle-field  of  Monday.  The  Fayette  Artillery 
was  attached  to  Branch's  brigade,  and  the  Williamsburg  Artillery  held 
in  reserve.  The  Fayette  Artillery  was  placed  in  position  both  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  evening,  and  was  exposed  to  a  sharp  artillery 
fire  on  both  occasions,  but  was  not  allowed  to  fire. 

The  Williamsburg  Artillery  returned  to  its  regiment  on  Tuesday, 
June  1st.  The  men  of  the  Fayette  Artillery,  as  well  as  the  officers, 
exhibited  sufficient  coolness  and  alacrity  under  fire. 

The*Wiiliamsburg  Artillery  being  in  reserte,  had  no  opportunity  to 
do  anything  amid  the  great  superabundance  %of  artillery,  and  the 
scanty  use  that  was  made  of  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obediotit  servant, 

J.  THOMPSON  BROWN, 

Colonel  First  Virginia  Artillery. 


REPORT  OF  COLONBL  NANCE  OF  OPERATIONS  ON  THE 

29xn  JUNE,  1862. 

HEADQ'RS  THIRD  SOUTH  CAROLINA  REGIMENT,  ) 
Camp  Jackson,  July  11,  1862.      5 

Captain  C.  R.  HOLMES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  re 
ceived  from  Brigadier  General  J.  B.  Kershaw,  on  the  morning  of  the 
29th  instant,  I  moved  my  command,  about  eight,  A.  M.,  out  to  the 
picket  lines  in  front  of  my  camps,  on  the  York  River  railroad,  about 
five  miles  from  Richmond.  After  arriving  there,  I  received  orders 
to  move  in  front  of  the  enemy's  deserted  works,  and  there  take  my 
position  in  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  which  I  promptly  did.  There 
Brigadier  General  Kershaw  assumed  immediate  command,  and  began 
the  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  Two  of  my  companies — company  A, 
Captain  Hance,  and  company  E,  Lieutenant  Wright,  were  sent  for 
ward,  according  to  directions,  as  skirmishers,  and  remained  detached 
from  the  regiment  during  the  rest  of  the  day.  Nothing  of  special 
interest  occurred  in  the  advance,  so  far  as  my  command  was  con* 
cerned,  until  about  four,  P.  M.,  when  I  was  ordered  to  follow  Colonel' 
Kennedy,  second  South  Carolina  regiment,  moving  by  the  left  flank, 
and,  under  cover,  take  position  on  his  left,  in  a  wood,  obliquely  to 
the  left  of  some  entrenchments  this  side  of  Savages'  farm,  and  in 
conjunction  with  Colonel  Kennedy,  to  charge  the  enemy  in  his  works,. 
drive  him  out,  and  capture  his  battery.  The  approach  to  this  posi* 
tion  was  difficult ;  and,  although  we  arrived  at  it,  and  made  our  dis 
position  for  the  charge  as  soon  as  possible,  we  had  barely  completed 
our  arrangements  when  we"  received  official  notice  from  the  front 
that  the  enemy  had  retired.  We  then  rejoined  the  brigade  and  re 
sumed  the  advance  march.  We  had  not  advanced  much  further  before 
we  came  up  with  the  enemy,  near  Savages'  Station,  and  were  halted. 
My  regiment,  when  halted,  held  a  position  in  a  slight  hollow  in  an 
open  field,  with  its  right  flank  resting  on  a  wood  of  thick  underbrush 
and  forest  timber,  and  its  left  resting  ou  the  right  of  Colonel  Ken 
nedy's  regiment,  whose  left  rested  on  the  York  River  railroad.  The- 
ground  gradually  ascended  in  our  front  for  about  sixty  yards,  where 
began  a  wood,  whose  line  ran  nearly  parallel  to  our  line  of  battle. 
This  woods  had  a  depth  of  about  four  hundred  yards.  The  first  part, 
though  of  heavy  timber,  was  rather  open  and  not  filled  or  obstructed 
by  the  thick  underbrush,  which  alone  was  found  in  the  last  part  of' 
the  wood.  These  bushes  were  of  dense  thickness,  and  continued  to 
an  open  field  four  hundred  yards  in  front  of  our  lino  of  battle.  The 
ground  of  these  woods  was  slightly  undulating.  In  the  position  I 
held,  my  men  were  so  well  protected  from  the  fire  and  shells  of  the 
enemy,  that  they  effected  no  injury  to  my  command  before  the  ad 
vance  was  made.  After  some  firing  between  the  skirmishers  and  ar- 
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tillery  of  the  contending  parties,  we  received  the  command,  forward  ; 
and,  immediately  thereafter,  the  command  to  charge.  The  commands 
were  obeyed  with  alacrity  and  great  enthusiasm.  My  regiment 
dashed  up  the  ascent  in  front,  through  the  woods,  yelling  as  they 
went,  and  into  the  thick  undergrowth,  in  which  it  was  impossible  to 
discover  either  friend  or  foe  over  twenty  yards.  We  were  not  aware 
of  the  exact  position  of  the  enemy  until  we  received  his  galling  fire, 
at  a  distance  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  yards,  after  we  had  pro 
ceeded  some  distance  in  the  thick  undergrowth,  already  described. 
The  fire  checked  us  for  a  moment,  but  we  pressed  on  slowly,  return 
ing  the  enemy's  fire  and  making  him  yield  gradually,  when  I  ordered 
a  charge,  and  pushed  him  out  of  the  wood  and  some  distance  across 
the  open  field  beyond.  We  had  scarcely  emerged  from  the  woods 
before  I  heard,  to  my  surprise,  the  command,  cease  firing.  I  imme 
diately  went  to  the  regiment,  where  I  heard  an  officer  giving  this 
command,  of  whom  I  enquired  by  what  authority  he  spoke.  He  re 
plied  that  it  came  from  the  right,  and  that  he  understood  we  were 
firing  on  our  friends.  Remembering  the  caution  that  had  been  given 
early  in  the  day,  for  all  "line  officers  to  repeat  the  commands,"  and 
knowing  the  impossibility  of  othervi*e  hearing  the  commands,  and 
recollecting  that  the  Brigadier  General  was  on  our  right,  as  we  en 
tered  the  woods,  and  thinking  a  body  of  troops,  moving  on  our  right, 
whose  character  I  could  not,  with  certainty,  determine  on  account  of 
the  approaching  darkness  and  smoke  of  battle,  might  be  our  people 
moving  on  the  enemy's  flank,  I  ordered  the  regiment  to  "cease  fir 
ing."  We  had  scarcely  ceased  to  fire  before  the  enemy,  either  rein 
forced  or  encouraged  by  the  example  of  some  of  their  men,  who  fired 
upon  us,  as  they  retreated,  rallied  on  a  hill  opposite  us  and  renewed 
the  attack  with  great  vigor.  Suspecting  the  command  to  cease  firing 
was  either  a  ruse  or  an  error,  1  withdrew  a  short  distance  in  the  un 
derbrush  and  reformed  my  line  as  best  I  could,  under  an  extremely 
severe  fire.  By  the  time  this  was  accomplished,  the  enemy  had 
almost  traversed  the  field  and  reached  the  edge  of  the  undergrowth, 
from  which  we  had  driven  them.  As  they  advanced,  they  poured  a 
deadly  and  incessant  fire  into  my  line.  1  met  them  again,  pushing 
my  line  almost  to  the  edge  of  the  undergrowth,  when,  besides  the 
fire  in: my  front,  I  was  subjected  to  a  threatening  fire  upon  my  right 
flank.  In  this  emergency,  without,  so  far  as  I  could  discover,  sup- 
, ports,  either  on  my  right  or  left  flanks,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  retire, 
which  I  did.  Moving  by  the  right  flank,  I  carried  the  men  to  the 
rear  of  our  original  position,  collected  the  scattered,  reformed  the 
line  and  took  position,  by  order  of  General  Kershaw,  on  the  edge  of 
'the  woods  in  front  of  our  first  position,  where,  after  throwing  out 
pickets,  we  slept  on  our  arms  without  fires  until  morning.  Early  in 
•the  morning,  we  recovered  and  buried  the  dead,  and  also  brought  in 
all  the  wounded. 

A  list  of  casualties  is  herewith  submitted.  It  will  be  perceived 
that  my  loss  was  heavy,  both  in  officers  and  privates.  Among  the 
mortally  wounded  were  Lieutenant  Ray  and  Captain  8.  M.  Lanford, 
both  of  whom,  especially  the  latter,  were  officers  of  promise. 
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Among  the  killed  was  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  C.  Garlington,  who 
fell  while  urging  the  men  to  the  charge.  He  was  an  officer  of  fine 
judgment,  cool  courage,  and  commendable  energy.  We  deplore  his 
loss  both  as  a  gentleman  and  soldier. 

The  conduct  of  the  whole  regiment,  privates  and  officers  alike,  was 
satisfactory  and  praiseworthy.  The  heavy  loss  sustained  in  the  fight — 
of  about  two  hours  duration — sufficiently  attests  the  gallantry  and 
fortitude  of  the  command,  in  withstanding  such  a  severe  fire. 

Conspicuous  for  gallantry  was  Captain  D.  M.  H.  Langston,  who, 
though  severely  wounded,  continued  with  the  regiment  throughout 
the  fight.  It  is  proper  to  state  that  Major  W.  D.  Rutherford,  who 
had  been  assigned,  early  in  the  day,  to  the  command  of  a  portion  of 
the  skirmishers,  rejoined  the  regiment  late  in  the  engagement  and 
bore  himself  (as  did  all  the  officers,  both  line,  staff  and  field,  who 
came  under  my  observation)  worthily  and  honorably. 

Before  concluding  this  report,  it  is  proper  to  say  that  I  have  en 
quired  into  the  origin  of  the  unfortunate  command  "  cease  firing"  by 
which  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  was  prevented  from  being  most  com 
plete,  and  I  find,  much  to  my  gratification,  that  it  did  not  originate 
in  my  regiment.  I  considered  the  promulgation  of  such  an  unau 
thorized  command,  so  far  as  I  could  learn,  by  an  officer,  conduct  so 
culpable  as  to  call  for  a  court-martial.  Happily,  I  am  relieved,  by  my 
enquiries,  from  the  unpleasant  duty  of  preferring  charges  against  a 
brother  officer. 

I  am  yours,  very  respectfully, 

JAMES  D.  NANCE, 
Colonel  Third  South  Carolina  Regiment. 


LIST  OF  TEE  CASUALTIES  cf  the  Third  South  Carolina  Regi 
ment  in  the  action  of  the  %Qth  of  June,  1862. 

Field  and  Staff — Killed  :  Lieutenant  Colonel  Benjamin  C.  Garling 
ton.  Wounded :  Sergeant-Major  Ossian  F.  Simpson. 

Company  A,  Captain  W.  W.  Hance — Killed :  None.  Wounded  : 
Corporal  P.  C.  Jones. 

Company  B,  Lieutenant  F.  Conner — Killed:  Private  W.  F. 
Sprewel.  Wounded  :  Lieutenant  F.  Conner,  Sergeant  B.  Lawrence, 
Corporal  L.  M.  Speers,  privates  I.  S.  Sprewel,  James  Pitts,  W.  Pitts, 
G.  P.  Sterling,  A.  J.  Livingston,  W.  Willingham,  P.  J.  Stevens,  W. 
H.  King,  David  Senn,  G.  W.  Thrift,  R.  Workman,  John  Galloway,, 
R.  S.  Satterwhite,  E.  W.  Davenport,  G.  W.  Saddler,  B.  W.  Gibson. 
Missing  :  Private  D.  F  Craddock. 

Company  C,  Captain  R.  C.  Maffett—  Killed :  Corporal  J.  M.  Kelly 
and  private  L.  C.  Kinnard.  Wounded  :  Captain  R.  C.  Maffett,  Lieu 
tenant  J.  C.  Williams,  Corporal  G.  F.  Long,  Privates  T.  R.  Wilson, 
H.  W.  Reagan,  G.  W.  Griffith,  J.  E.  Signern,  J.  Albritton. 

Company  D,  Lieutenant  J.  T.  Ray — Killed:  Lieutenant  J.  T.  Ray>. 
Corporal  J.  D.  C.  Abernathy,  Privates  Stephen  Nix  and  Samuel 
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MeCrarey.  Wounded  :  Sergeant  J.  G.  Allen,  Corporal  M.  M.  Davis, 
Privates  W.  T.  Todd,  J.  W.  Ferguson,  J.  F.  Graham,  R.  E.  Murphy, 
J.  W.  Gentry,  H.  H.  Ray,  G.  M.  Stevens,  Anthony  Shands,  A  R, 
Tinsley,  J.  L.  Tinsley,  C.  M.  Williams,  R.  0.  Wilburn,  W.  B.  Taylor. 

Company  E,  Lieutenant  Robert  H.  Wright — Killed  :  Sergeant  B. 
S.  Buzhardt.  Wounded :  Corporal  II.  B.  Reid,  Privates  W.  C.  Sligh, 
F.  M.  Summer,  D.  B.  Wheeler,  M.  Foot. 

Company  F,  Captain  Homer  L.  M.  Gowan — Killed  :  Corporal  B., 
Hitt,  Privates  W.  D.  Austin,  J.  B.  Garlington,  J.  M.  McGee  and  A. 
C.  Watson.  Wounded  :  Privates  L.  H.  Benjamin,  J.  W.  Bryson, 
W.  R.  Darnall,  E.  S.  Hitt,  R  M.  Nichols,  W.  A.  Vance,  B.  W. 
Wells,  J.  W.  Winn.  Missing  :  Sergeant  J.  C.  Hill  and  Private  H, 
A.  Andrews. 

Company  G,  Captain  R.  P.  Todd— Killed :  Sergeant  D.  D.  Brown- 
lee,  Privates  D.  F.  Stoddard,  R.  J.  Higgins,  L.  L  Edwards,  Waddy 
Thompson.  Wounded:  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Burnsides,  Sergeant  II, 
L.  Farley,  Sergeant  J.  A.  Fairbourn,  Corporal  E.  R.  Thackston,  Pri 
vates  J.  L.  Stoddard,  S.  R.  Thackston,  Allen  Barksdale,  J.  R. 
Dorroh,  J.  C.  Stewart,  J.  F.  Henry,  Joshua  Martin,  J.  F.  Hellams, 
R.  P.  Gamble,  J.  P.  Templeton,  J.  C.  Owings. 

Company  H,  Captain  John  C.  Summer — Killed :  Private  L.  F. 
Russell.  Wounded:  Lieutenant  D,  A.  Drickert,  Privates  M.  Adams, 
W.  F.  Green,  J.  T.  Hattawanger,  J.  M.  Stuck,  J.  A.  Smith,  J.  C. 
Nunnamaker. 

Company  I,  Captain  D.  M.  H.  Langston — Killed :  Private  J.  B. 
F.  Hollingsworth.  Wounded  :  Captain  D.  M.  H.  Langston,  Sergeant 
E.  Williams,  (since  died,)  Corporal  J.  G.  A.  Holland,  (since  died,) 
Privates  M.  Blakely,  J.  E.  Bell,  E.  M.  Compton,  G.  McDunnon,  C. 
C.  Ferguson,  William  Holland,  J.  T.  Langston,  M.  M.  McQuown, 
William  Ray,  Sergeant  W.  B.  Byrd. 

Company  K,  Captain  S.  M.  Lanford — Killed :  Corporal  W.  A. 
Smith,  Private  J.  L.  Gentry.  Wounded  :  Captain  S.  M.  Lanford, 
(since  died,)  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Young,  Corporal  C.  P.  Verner,  Pri 
vates  J.  P.  Havener,  Levi  Hill,  G.  T.  Hyatt,  W.  J.  Mayes,  J.  S. 
Rountree,  R.  A.  Shands,  E.  E.  Smith,  James  Story,  A.  C.  Stripling, 
W.  T.  Wofford. 

Number  of  officers  carried  into  action,  37;  enlisted  men,  431; 
total,  468.  Number  of  killed,  23;  wounded,  110;  missing,  3; 
total,  136.  , 

The  death  of  Captain  Lanford  increases  the  killed  to  24. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  NANCE  OF  OPERATIONS  ON  THE 

IST  OF  JULY,  1862. 

HEADQ'RS  THIRD  SOUTH  CAROLINA  REGIMENT,  > 
Camp  Jackson,  July  13,  1862.      I 
Captain  C.  R.  HOLMES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

SIR:  On  Tuesday,  the  1st  instant,  early  in  the  afternoon,  accord 
ing  to  orders  from  Brigadier  General  Kershaw,  I  formed  my  regiment 
and  took  position  in  the  brigade,  in  line  of  battle,  on  the  Long  Bridge 
road,  where  we  remained  about  an  hour  or  two,  when  we  were  moved 
forward  by  the  left  flank  and  formed  a  new  line  of  battle  to  the  left 
of  a  deserted  dwelling  situated  in  an  open  field  fronting  the  road  just 
mentioned,  my  left  resting  on  the  fence  running  along  a  thicket  of 
small  pines  to  the  east  of  the  house.     We  were  subjected  to  an  an 
noying  artillery  fire  in   this  position  for  some  time,  but,  fortunately, 
without  damage,  before    an   order   for  an    advance    was  given.     At 
length  it  came,  and  my  regiment,  with  the  others  of  the  bri^ide  un 
der  General  Kershaw,  moved  forward,  in  line  of  battle,  through  the 
woods  to  our  left  and  under  a  very  severe  fire  of  grape,  shell  and 
musketry,  toward  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  strongly  supported  by  in 
fantry,  and  favorably  posted  on  an  elevated  and  commanding  plateau, 
immediately  beyond,  the  Quaker  and  Willis  church  road.     Although 
the  fire  under  which  we  passed  was  exceedingly  severe,  my  command 
moved  into  position   in  the  Quaker  road  with  a  steadiness    and  order 
which  would  have  been  worthy  of  older  troops.     Here  we  were  halted 
and  directed  to  lie  down,  for  protection,  behind  the  fence  and  hedge 
row  on  the  side  of  the  road  and  in   rear  of  a  line  of  troops  v-ho  had 
preceded  us,  and  who  were  likewise  seeking  shelter  from  the  terrific 
artillery  and  musketry  fire  of  the  enemy.     While  in  this  position,  a 
North   Carolina  regiment  came   up,  and  part  of  it  lapping  over  the 
left   of  my  regiment.     Shortly  after  its   arrival,  one   of  its   officers 
rose,  and  in  a  loud  voice,  proposed  the  hazardous  and  rash  experiment 
of  a  charge,    to  which  proposition  I  gave  no  heed,  if,  for  no  other 
reason,  because  my  superior  and  immediate  commander  was  on  the 
ground.     Not   long   afterwards  this  regiment    retired.     About   the 
eame  time,  a  fire  was  opened  upon  our  right  rear,  by  our  friends, 
which  produced  some  confusion  in  the  ranks.     At  this  juncture,  Ma 
jor  Rutherford  proposed  to  go  to  the  rear  and  inform  the  officer  in 
command  of.  our  position.     I  approved  the  proposition,  and  suggested 
that  he  take  with    him  a  stand  of  colors,    that  he  might   the   more 
promptly  and  safely  check  the  fire,  which  he  did.     The  fire  still  con* 
tinued,  and  at  this  moment,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  regiment  on 
my  left,  (the  second  South  Carolina,)  retired.     Major  Rutherford  did 
not  return,  and  feeling  some  apprehension  for  the  safe  delivery  of 
my  message,  I  called  for  a  volunteer  to  bear  the  same  message  to  the 
officer  commanding  the  troops  who  were  firing  into  our  rear,   that 
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had   been    entrusted    to    Major   Rutherford.     Corporal  T.    Whitner 
Blakely,  company  I,  promptly  responded,  and  taking  the  same  route, 
soon  came  up  with  Major  Rutherford,  by   whom  he   was  directed  to 
bear  the  message,  giving  notice  of  our  position.     This  he  gallantly 
did.     He  reported  afterwards  that  the  regiment  was  the  twenty-sixth 
Georgia,  whose  commanding  officer  promptly  changed  the  direction 
of  his  fire  when  he  received  my  message.     By  this  time,  (ray  left 
having  been  exposed  by  the  retirement  of  the  second  South  Carolina 
regiment,)  the  enemy  was  pressing  on  the  left  towards  the  road,  and, 
when  I  discovered  that  they  were  coming  into  the  read  on  this  flank, 
that  part  of  our  line  on  the  extreme   right   was  retiring,   and  being 
thus  situated,  without  hearing  any  orders,  I  deemed  it  prudent  tore- 
tire,  myself.     I  was  pleased  to  learn,  afterwards,  from   General  Ker- 
ehaw,  that  he  had  given  the  same  command  just  about  the  same  time, 
and  was  gratified  thus  to  have  my  judgment  sustained  by  his.     We 
retired  under  as  severe  a  fire  as  that    under  which  we  advanced,   but 
not  in    such  good  order,  not  seeing  any  thing  like  a  brigade  organ 
ization.     I  carried  as  many  of  my   men   as   I  could  keep    together 
•while  passing  through  the  thicket  and  the  ravines,  halting  and  re 
forming  my  line  at  different  points,  as  I  retired,   to  the  .point  where 
our  second  line  of  battle  was  formed  early  in  the  afternoon.     Here  I 
deployed  the  remnant  of  my  command  as  skirmishers,  for  the  purpose 
of  stopping  the  scattered  of  the  brigade,  expressly  those  of   my  reg 
iment,  and  intending  to   hold  the  enemy  in   check  as  best  I   could, 
should. he  advance  at  this  point.     After  making  these  dispositions,  I 
despatched  my  adjutant,  Captain  T.  J.  Pope,  to  the  rear,  to  report  to 
any  general  officer  he  might  find,  in  case  he  did  not  meet  with  either 
General  Kershaw  or  General   McLaws,  the  condition   of  things  in 
front,  and  the  position  I  had  taken,  and  to  request  orders.     He  re 
ported  to  General  Fender,    who    ordered  me    to    hold    my  position. 
Shortly  afterwards,   General  Kershaw  came  back  to  the  same  point 
with  a  portion  of  the  second  South   Carolina  regiment.     By  his  or- 
.der,  I  still  held  my  position,  collecting  and  giving  directions  to  many 
scattered  soldiers,  and,  later,    with  other  portions  of  the  brigade,  I 
marched  out,  under  the  General's  command,  to  the  Long  Bridge  road, 
where  I  found  many  of  my  command,  who  had  entered  the  road  above 
us,  collected  and  under  the  command  of  Major  Rutherford.     Arriv 
ing  at  this  point,  by  order,  we  bivouacked  for  the  night,  on  the  fur 
ther  side  of  the  road. 

A  list  of  casualties  is  herewith  submitted.  They  are  slight,  con 
sidering  the  severe  fire  which  incessantly  prevailed  during  our 
operations. 

The  spirit  of  the  men  was  all  that  could  have  been  desired,  and 
had  opportunity  offered,  they  would  have  achieved  honor  for  them 
selves  and  rendered  efficient  service  to  their  country. 

I  desire  to  direct  attention  to  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  H.  0. 
Johnston,  of  the  third  Alabama  regiment,  who  reported  to  me  while 
we  were  advancing  to  the  Quaker  road;  he  was  separated  from 
his  regiment,  and  requested  to  serve  with  me  through  the  fight.  I 
gladly  consented,  and  do  now  take  pleasure  in  testifying  to  his  gal- 
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lantry  and  efficiency  in  the  field.  He  remained  with  me  throughout 
the  fight.  The  gallant  conduct  of  Corporal  Blakely,  already  men- 
tiened,  is  deserving  of  special  praise  and  consideration. 

I  desire,  in  conclusion,  to  explain  the  falling  off  in  the  number  of 
men  carried  into  action  on  Tuesday,  from  the  number  had  on  Sunday, 
by  mentioning  the  fact  that,  besides  the  fatigue  of  Sunday's  opera 
tions,  we  had  a  very  exhausting  march  on  Monday,  which  broke  down 
many  of  my  command,  and  reduced  the  number  of  effective  men  very 
considerably,  as  the  accompanying  report  will  show. 
«  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  NANCE, 
Colonel  3d  South  Carolina  regiment. 


REPORT  OF    COLONEL    NANCE    OF  CAPTURE    OF  ARMS 

AT  SHIRLEY. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  SOUTH  CAROLINA  REGIMENT,  ) 
Camp  Jackson,  July  12,  1862.      ] 

Captain  C.  R.  HOLMES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  : 

SIR  :  On  Thursday,  the  3d  instant,  late  in  the  afternoon,  I  was 
directed  by  Brigadier  General  Kershaw  to  move  with  my  regiment, 
two  companies  from  the  second  South  Carolina  regiment,  and  two 
from  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment,  by  way  of  the  camp  of 
Colonel  Cobb,  from  whom  I  would  get  definite  information  as  to  the 
locality  of  certain  arms  left  by  the  enemy  at  Shirley,  and  supposed  to 
be  under  guard,  and  where  I  would  meet  a  detail  of  one  hundred  men 
from  General  Hill's  division,  who  would  co-operate  with  me  in  driving 
off  the  enemy  and  capturing  the  arms,  which  I  was  ordered  to  do.  1 
assembled  my  command  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  began  the  march, 
from  my  camp  near  Malvern  Hill,  to  Shirley,  about  an  hour  before 
sundown.  After  marching  about  six  miles,  I  arrived  at  Colonel 
Cobb's  camp,  and  procured  the  information  desired,  and  a  guide,  and 
then  resumed  the  march,  taking  with  me  the  detail  of  one  hundred 
men  from  General  Hill's  division,  who  were  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Tayloe.  I  reached  the  cavalry  outposts  of  Colonel  Cobb, 
under  command  of  Captain  King,  about  half-past  one,  P.  M.,  where , 
on  account  of  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  scattered  condition 
of  the  arms,  I  concluded  to  bivouac  for  the  night. 

Early  in  the  morning,  I  called  up  my  command,  and,  after  request- 
ing  Captain  King  (who  promptly  complied)  to  send  cavalry  scouts  in 
advance,  I  took  up  the  march  for  the  field  in  which  the  arms  were 
scattered.  Neither  a  land  force  nor  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy  were 
to  be  seen.  So,  with  the  assistance  of  Captain  King,  of  Cobb's  legion, 
and  of  Major  White,  of  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment,  who 
was  ordered  to  accompany  me  on  the  expedition,  and  of  the  officers  of 
my  command,  we  went  earnestly  to  work,  and  soon  picked  up  ail  the 
arms  on  the  field,  and  conveyed  them  about  a  mile  to  the  rear,  where 
they  were  turned  ever  to  Captain  Tayloe,  who  had  wagons  from 
General  Hill's  division  in  waiting,  to  convey  them  to  the  ordnanco 
department.  I  then  allowed  the  men  time  to  breakfast,  and  returned 
to  camp,  reporting,  immediately  on  my  arrival,  my  return  to  Briga 
dier  General  Kershaw. 

The  number  of  arms  gathered  was  about  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
five,  (925.)  Several  arms  were  brought  to  the  wagons  after  I  received 
reports  from  commanders  of  companies  is  tjie  reason  I  cannot  sp^pify 
the  exact  number.  The  arms  were  good,  of  modern  patterns,  and  in 
fine  condition,  considering  the  exposure. 

I  take  occasion  to  express  my  obligation  to  Colonel  Cobb  for  fur- 
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nishing  me  with  valuable  information  and  a  guide.  Also  to  Captain 
King,  of  the  same  corps,  for  his  assistance  to  me  in  gathering  the 
arms. 

The  distance  marched  was  about  ten  miles  each  way. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obediedt  servant. 

JAMES  D.  NANCE, 
Colonel,  commandi?ig  Third  South  Carolina  Regiment 


REPORT   OF    COLONEL   AIKEN    OF    OPERATIONS   FROM 
JUNE  25iH  TO  JUNE  29,  1862. 

HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  SOUTH  CAROLINA  REGIMENT, 

July  13,  1862. 

GENERAL:  In  obedience  to  a  circular  received  this  A.  M.,  I  beg 
leave  to  submit  tbe  following  report: 

On  Wednesday,  25th  ultimo,  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment 
lay  in  bivouc  at  Camp  Reserve,  four  miles  east  of  Richmond.  At 
sunset  of  that  day  I  received  orders  to  g*o  on  picket  the  next  morning 
at  seven  o'clock.  During  Thursday,  and  until  Friday,  ten,  A.  M.,  I 
acted  as  the  picket  reserve  of  a  Louisiana  regiment,  when  I  was  re 
lieved  by  Colonel  Nance  of  the  third  South  Carolina  regiment. 
Returning  from  picket,  when  about  half  way  to  camp,  I  was  halted, 
and  ordered  to  report  again  to  Colonel  Nance,  and,  with  him,  to  "  feel 
the  enemy"  in  front  of  our  pickets.  When  prepared  in  line  of  battle, 
with  skirmishers  thrown  out,  to  make  the  advance,  orders  were  re 
ceived  to  withdraw,  and  for  the  seventh  regiment  to  report  as  a  sup 
port  to  Colonel  Barksdale,  but  form  on  his  right,  and  advance  with 
him  against  the  enemy.  I  formed  as  ordered  ;  and,  for  some  reason, 
was  not  notified  by  Colonel  Barksdale  that  an  advance  was  about 
fceing  made,  until  four  and  a  half  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Skirmishers 
were  being  thrown  forward,  and  the  advance  about  being  made,  when 
Colonel  Hennegan  appeared  on  the  field,  and  ordered  me  to  join  him 
at  the  point  I  had  left  Colonel  Nance  in  the  forenoon.  I  did  so  wUh 
despatch ;  and  from  that  point  attacked  and  drove  in  the  enemy's 
picket's,  advancing  only  so  far  as  enabled  our  skirmishers  to  see  the 
breastworks  of  the  enemy,  our  orders  being  to  prevent  a  general  en 
gagement,  but  simply  to  learn  the  enemy's  strength,  if  possible. 
While  halted  in  this  position,  we  were  subjected  to  constant  shelling 
from  the  enemy's  fortifications,  resulting  in  a  loss  to  the  seventh  regi 
ment  of  one  man  killed  and  three  wounded.  At  dusk  we  withdrew  to 
the  rear  of  the  picket  reserve,  just  in  front  of  the  fortifications  occu 
pied  by  Semmes'  brigade,  where  we  remained  until  half-past  nine,  P. 
M.,  when  we  were  ordered  back  to  Camp  Reserve.  From  that  time 
until  Sunday  morning,  the  seventh  regiment  remained  in  bivouac, 
when  we  were  again  ordered  forward — mention  of  which  was  made  in 
my  former  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  WYATT  AIKEN, 
Colonel,  commanding  Seventh  South  Carolina  Regiment. 


REPORT    OF   COLONEL   A1KEN  OF   BATTLES    OF   JUNE 

29TH,  1862. 

HEAD'QRS  SEVENTH  SOUTH  CAROLINA  REGIMENT,  > 

July  10,  1862.      5 

GENERAL  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action 
of  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment,  in  the  engagement  of  tho 
29th  ultimo  : 

At  eleven,  P.  M.,  Saturday,  28th,  I  received  orders  to  prepare  to 
march  at  early  dawn  on  Sunday.  Such  preparation  was  made;  but 
we  did  not  move  until  nine,  A.  M.,  when  I  joined,  with  my  command, 
the  remainder  of  the  brigade,  at  a  point  known  as  our  picket  reserve. 
From  this  we  advanced  upon  the  enemy's  breastworks,  and  found  them 
evacuated.  Hence  we  marched  by  a  flank,  down  the  Nine-mile  road 
to  the  railroad,  where  we  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left 
of  the  railroad.  Advancing  but  a  short  distance,  we  moved  by  the 
right  flank,  and  crossed  the  railroad.  For  about  half  a  mile  or  perhaps 
less,  we  advanced  in  line  of  battle,  and  were  ordered  to  retire.  An 
other  flank  movement  T,vas  resorted  to,  and  again  line  of  battle  formed, 
when  we  advanced  until  the  skirmishers  announced  the  enemy  in  line  of 
battle.  The  line  of  the  enemy  being  dispersed  by  a  battery  of  artil 
lery,  we  were  again  ordered  forward,  and  about  half-past  four  or  five, 
P.  M.,  were  halted  in  a  valley  in  the  woods  beyond  Savage's  farm.  In 
iny  rear  a  battery  was  again  drawn  up,  and  firing  directly  over  the 
right  of  my  regiment,  subjected  us  to  a  very  severe  cannonading  from 
which  there  was  no  escape.  This  duel  resulted  in  my  losing  one  man 
killed  and  having  two  slightly  wounded, 

At  about  half-past  five,  P.  M.,  I  was  ordered,  by  some  one  I  did 
not  see,  to  move  my  regiment  forward,  aft^r  a  couple  of  volleys  of 
musketry  had  been  heard  on  my  left.  I  moved  forward,  and  immedi 
ately  upon  emerging  from  the  oak  grove  and  entering  the  pine  thicket, 
I  encountered  the  enemy.  Cautioning  the  men  to  reserve  their  fires, 
I  ordered  a  charge.  The  charge  was  made,  some  few  firing,  and  the 
enemy  gave  back  ;  another  forward  was  given,  and  onward  we  went, 
firing  generally  as  we  advanced.  I  next  ordered.  "Load  advancing  and 
fire  at  will."  This  command,  heard  by  a  few,  was  instinctively  obeyed 
by  all.  After  the  enemy  had  been  pressed  ba-'sk  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards,  a  heavy  firing  began  on  my  rir'ht,  and  considerably  in 
the  rear.  Fearing  this  might  be  from  our  tr'on  Is,  I  sent  the  sergeant 
major  to  enquire  of  the  lieutenant  colonel  ho*r  .he  right  was  progress 
ing,  for  it  was  impossible  in  the  thicket  to  sco  half  the  length  of  the 
regiment.  He  returned  almost  immediately  with  the  word  that  the 
lieutenant  colonel  was  taken  from  the  field  rrounded,  two  companies 
on  my  right  were  cut  off,  and  the  enemy  wer^  in  our  rear.  I  forth 
with  issued  the  order  to  retire  in  line,  which  was  heard  by  but  two 
companies,  I  withdrew  these  to  an  old  crosb  ro;id,  and  in  a  few  min 
utes  collected  the  others.  Cautioning  this  portion  of  the  regiment  to 
lie  down  and  be  on  the  watch,  1  started  to  look  for  the  two  right  com- 
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panics,  which  soon  reported  and  were  attached  to  the  regiment.  I 
then  formed  line  of  battle;  but  the  firing  on  my  left  having  ceased,  I 
faced  by  the  rear  rank,  and  retired  about  fifty  yards  into  the  oak  grove, 
halting  and  fronting  again.  No  enemy  advancing,  I  faced  about  again 
and  marched  out  of  the  woods,  where  I  found  the  two  regiments,  and 
formed  upon  them.  The  battle  over,  we  were  permitted  to  lie  in  line 
of  battle  in  the  valley  were  we  first  started,  and  there  we  remained 
until  Monday,  seven,  A.  M. 

The  casualties  of  my  command  were  two  sergeants,  two  corporals, 
and  nine  privates  killed;  lieutenant  colonel,  four  lieutenants,  nine 
sergeants,  eight  corporals  and  forty-six  privates  wounded.  Two  of  the 
number  of  wounded  privates  have  since  died.  Total  killed,  thirteen  ; 
wounded,  sixty-eight. 

Respectfully  submited. 

D.  WYATT  AIKEN, 
Colonel  Seventh  South  Carolina  Regiment , 


KEPORT  OF  COLONEL  AIKEN  OF  BATTLE  OF  JULY  IST, 

18«2. 

HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  REGIMENT  S.  C.  V.,  July  10,  1862. 

GENERAL:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  par 
ticipation  of  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment  in  the  battle  of  the 
1st  instant : 

After  a  fatiguing  march  on  Monday,  30th  ultimo,  the  regiment, 
with  the  brigade,  was  halted  on  the  New  Market  road  (?)  at  nine,  ?„ 
M.,  and  aroused  again  at  midnight,  and  marched  to  the  edge  of  the 
battle-field  of  the  30th.  Here  we  remained  in  line  of  battle  until  an 
hour  of  sun, 'when  we  advanced  in  line  of  battle  for  a  mile  or  two, 
until  we  met  General  Jackson's  army,  when  we  were  returned  to  the 
New  Market  road,  resting  here  in  line  in  the  sunshine  and  occasional 
shade,  until  orders  came  to  approach  the  field  where  the  contest  was 
soon  to  rage.  We  were  marched  to  an  old  field  on  the  Fazier  estate 
(?)  and  halted  there  in  line  of  battle,  within  range  of  the  enemy's 
guns,  which  threatened  us  fearfully.  After  an  hour's  halt,  ordera 
came  to  "  go  into  the  fight."  We  moved  by  a  flank  movement  until 
covered  by  the  woods,  and  then  marched  in  line  of  battle  through  an 
open  field  and  thick  undergrowth,  to  within  close  musket  range  of  the 
enemy.  In  this  march  we  passed  through  or  over  two  lines  of  troops,, 
lying  in  the  woods,  and  encountered  a  third  where  we  halted.  Not  be 
ing  told  whether  our  troops  (a  fourth  line)  were  engaging  the  enemy , 
we  had  but  to  halt,  and  lie  subjected  to  a  terrific  fire  from  the  enemy, 
which  was  rendered  more  fearful  by  a  fire  opened  upon  us  by  our 
friends  from  the  rear.  At  this  juncture  we  were  ordered  to  withdraw  ; 
each  man  and  officer  running  the  gauntlet  for  himself.  This  was  done 
with  such  confusion,  that  it  was  impossible  to  rally  the  regiment,  es 
pecially  as  everything  was  shrouded  in  darkness.  After  two  hours" 
work,  however,  about  one-half  the  regiment  was  collected,  and  bivou 
acked  for  the  night. 

In  advancing  through  this  wood,  subject  the  intire  route  to  a  se 
vere  fire,  the  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment  lost,  in  killed,  two  ser 
geants,  one  corporal  and  three  privates;  "woupded,  one  lieutenant, 
three  sergeants,  three  corporals  and  sixteen  privates.  Total  wounded 
twenty-three  ;  total  killed  six. 

In  the  report  of  the  engagement  of  the  29th  ultimo,  I  have  said 
nothing  of  the  behavior  of  my  command,  nor  can  1  say  more  than 
that  they  behaved  to  my  perfect  satisfaction.  Officers  and  men  were 
cool,  determined  and  obedient.  My  captains,  especially  elicited  my 
admiration  for  the  calmness  with  which  they  urged  their  men  on  to 
the  contest.  I  cannot,  however,  be  accused  of  infringing  upon  the 
justice  allowed  every  one  by  especially  mentioning  Adjutant  Childs 
and  Sergeant-major  Stallworth,  as  having  aided  me  materially  and 
promptly  in  the  fight  of  Sunday,  29th  ultimo. 

Of  the  conduct  of  the  entire  regiment  on  Tuesday,  1st  instant,  I 


560 


need  not  speak,  as  you,  yourself,  General,  can  bear  testimony  to  the 
regular  and  unflinching  tramp  with  which  they  marched  up  to  the 
point  whence  they  were  ordered  to  retire. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

D.  WYATT  AIKEN, 
Colonel  commanding  1th  S.  C.  Regiment, 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GAILLARD. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  REGIMENT  S.  CAROLINA  VOLUNTEERS,  ( 

Camp  McLaws,  July  12,   1862.       ( 

To  Captain  C.  B.  HOLMES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

CAPTAIN  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  re 
quiring  a  report  of  the  conduct  of  the  second  regiment  in  the  battles 
of  the  29th  of  June,  at  Savage  Station,  and  the  1st  of  July,  at  Mai- 
vern  Hill,  I  submit  the  following : 

Being  in  command  of  the  BKirmishers  of  the  brigade,  I  was  not 
with  the  regiment  in  the  battle  of  Sunday,  the  29th.  I  am  not,' 
therefore,  prepared  to  furnish  a  minute  account  of  it  in  that  affair. 
From  accounts  furnished  me  by  captains  of  companies,  I  learn  that 
the  second,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  regiments  of  the  briga.de, 
charged  impetuously  through  the  woods  that  separated  the  opposing 
forces,  broke  and  put  to  flight  a  line  of  the  enemy  formed  just  on 
the  edge  of  the  field,  beyond  the  woods.  This  body  of  the  enemy 
was  armed  with  most  superior  weapons,,  which  were  scattered  along 
upon  the  ground  some  distance  in  the  rear  of  their  lines,  and  in 
numbers  greatly  exceeding  their  dead  left  upon  the  field,  showing 
plainly  that  it  was  routed.  At  this  moment  of  victory  an  order  was 
given,  no  one  knows  whence  it  originated  and  extended  down  the 
line  of  the  brigade,  to  cease  firing  and  to  fall  back.  The  regiment 
fell  back  in  accordance  with  this  order ;  was  rallied  and  reformed, 
and  was  ready  for  another  charge  had  the  order  been  given.  Night, 
however,  came  over  the  scene,  and  the  contest  ceased  all  along  the 
line. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty  eight  men  were  carried  into  this  action. 
Eight  were  left  dead  upon  the  battle-field  and  fifty-three  were 
wounded.  Of  the  latter,  the  regiment  met  with  a  severe  loss  in  Cap 
tain  Bartlett,  one  of  the  most  gallant  and  conscientious  officers, 
belonging  to  it.  He  was  borne  mortally  wounded  from  the  field,  and 
I  regret  to  report  has  since  died.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Goodwyn  was 
also  severely  wounded  in  the  foot  while  gallantly  discharging  his  du 
ties.  Second  Lieutenant  Perry,  of  company  H,  was  also  very  se 
verely  wounded. 

The  regiment  slept  that  night  on  the  battle-field  in  a  heavy  rain, 
and  so  near  the  enemy's  line  that  fires  could  not  prudently  be  allowed. 

Next  morning  we  marched  from  Savage  Station  towards  Richmond, 
and  then  down  towards  the  scene  of  Monday's  battfe,  with  a  few 
hours  rest  along  our  line  of  march  we  were  kept  moving  until  the 
dawn  of  Tuesday  morning,  when  we  reached  Frazier's  Farm.  The 
consequence  of  this  fatigue  was  the  exhaustion  of  mdny  men  of  the 
regiment.  Colonel  Kennedy,  who  had  been  suffering  for  days  from 
a  slowly  but  steadily  developing  fever  was  obliged  to  yield  and  devolve 
the  command  upon  me. 
36 
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In  the  afternoon  the  regiment,  by  order,  was  moved  to  the  left  of 
the  dwelling-house  in  rear  of  the  battle-field.  At  this  point  we  re 
mained  exposed  to  the  desultory  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery.  One 
member  of  company  Gr  was  killed  instantaneously  at  this  point. 
About  six  o'clock,  I  received  orders  to  advance  my  command  in  line 
with  the  brigade.  Our  advance  carried  us  for  half  a  mile  over  an 
exceedingly  rough  and  thickly  wooded  piece  of  ground.  This  was 
being  vigorously  shelled  by  the  enemy ;  inflicting,  however,  but  few 
casualties  upon  the  command. 

As  soon  as  we  rose  the  brow  of  the  hill,  where  the  brigade 
was  temporarily  halted  to  rectify  the  alignment,  grape,  canister 
and  musket  balls  began  to  greet  us,  the  artillery  of  the  enemy  en 
filading  us  from  the  right.  At  the  command,  "  Forward,"  our  lino 
advanced  with  as  much  firmness  and  steadiness  as  it  was  possible  for 
troops  to  maintain.  Across  the  ravine,  it  progressed  until  the  brow 
of  the  next  hill  was  attained.  Here  I  halted  in  obedience  to  orders. 
Upon  observation,  I  discovered,  about  three  hundred  yards  in  front  of 
my  left,  a  formidable  line  of  the  en^my,  and,  about  two  hundred  yards' 
in  front  of  my  right,  another  line,  forming  an  obtuse  re-entering 
angle.  Upon  these  lines  I  ordered  my  command  to  fire.  The  re 
sponse  from  the  enemy  was  very  heavy.  The  men,  both  officers  and 
privates,  adhered  to  their  position  manfully,  and  without  an  excep 
tion  that  I  could  see,  until  the  seventh  brigade,  under  the  fire*  which 
opened  upon  us  from  the  rear,  as  well  as  front,  had  fallen  back  in 
obedience  to  orders.  This  order  my  command,  being  on  the  extreme 
left,  was  the  last  to  execute.  At  this  point  we  temporarily  halted 
when  going  into  action.  I  rallied  around  the  colors  a  large  portion 
of  the  regiment  and  kept  them  upon  the  field,  under  orders  from 
General  Kershaw,  until  the  battle  ceased. 

I  carried  into  action  two  hundred  and  eight  men.  Of  these,  eight 
were  killed  instantly  upon  the  field,  and  thirty  three  were  wounded, 
several  mortally.  Of  the  wounded  were  first  Lieutenant  Perry,  com 
manding  company  H,  and  first  Lieutenant  Brownfield,  commanding 
company  1,  the  former  severely  in  the  neck,  the  latter  seriously  in 
the  head.  Lieutenant  Brownfield  was  carried  from  the  field  the  day 
after  the  battle  by  an  ambulance  from  some  other  brigade.  This 
much  of  him  is  certainly  known.  Since  then,  I  regret  to  say,  his 
fate  is  a  mystery.  The  ambulance  of  the  regiment  was  pressed  into 
service  by  unauthorized  parties,  so  that  it  was  unable  to  give  relief 
to  but  few  of  the  wounded  of  the  regiment.  Lieutenant  Lorick,  of 
company  C,  was  also  injured.  We  lost  many  others — non-commis 
sioned  officers  and  privates— who  did  all  that  pure  patriotism  could 
demand  of  thei 

Yours,  respectfully, 

F.  GAILLARD, 
Major  commanding  Second  Regiment  S.   C.   Volunteers. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HENAGAN. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTH  S.  CAROLINA  REGIMENT,  > 

July  14,  1862.      J 

GENERAL:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the 
^  operations  of  my  command,  from  2oth  of  June  to  2nd  July  inclusive  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  June,  I  relieved  Colonel  Kenedy,  on 
s  outpost,  having  orders  to  support  the  pickets  of  General  Semmes' 
brigade.  All  was  quiet  in  the  forenoon,  except  occasional  firing  from 
the  enemy's  batteries  in  our  front  and  on  our  left,  which  resulted  in 
no  damage.  Late  in  the  afternoon,  heavy  firing  commenced  upon  our 
right,  which  drew  from  the  enemy  a  terrific  cannonading,  which  lasted 
more  than  one  hour,  many  of  their  shells  exploding  near  my  regi 
ment,  but  without  injury  to  any  one.  I  deployed  my  regiment  as 
soon  as  the  firing  commenced,  expecting  an  attack  and  supporting  the 
line  of  pickets  until  dark,  when  the  firing  ceased  and  I  withdrew  a 
short  distance,  and  rested  for  the  night. 

I  was  relieved  at  eight  o'clock,  on  the  26th,  by  Colonel  Aiken'a 
seventh  South  Carolina  regiment,  and  returned  to  camp,  where  we 
remained  until  the  morning  of  the  27th.  I  received  orders,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  to  proceed  to  the  outpost  with  my  regiment.  Having  arrived 
there,  I  received  orders  to  return  to  camp,  which  I  did  by  the  nearest 
route.  The  enemy,  in  the  meantime,  pouring  a  continuous  fire  upon 
my  line,  many  of  their  shells  exploding  near  my  command.  About 
four  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  I  received  orders  to 
march  again  to  the  outposts,  and  with  my  regiment  and  Colonel 
Aiken's  seventh  South  Carolina  regiment,  to  feel  the  enemy  immedi 
ately  in  front  of  the  pickets  of  General  Semmes'  brigade.  I  deployed' 
two  companies  from  the  seventh  and  two  from  the  eighth  South  Caro 
lina  regiments  as  skirmishers,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Bland,  of  the  seventh  South  Carolina. 

The  seventh  regiment  having  been  formed  on  the  left  of  the  eighth, 
I  ordered  an  advance  of  the  whole  line.     We   had   proceeded   but  a 
short  distance,  when  the  enemy's  pickets  opened  upon  our  skirmishers,, 
which  was  promptly  returned,  my  whole  line  continuing   to   advance 
steadily.     As  soon  as  the  firing  between  the  pickets  and  skirmishers 
commenced  the  enemy  opened  fire  with  several  pieces  of  cannon,  into- 
the  woods  through  which  I  was  advancing,  and  threw  immense  quan 
tities  of  grape,  canister  and  shell  along  the  whole  line.     1  advanced 
to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  abattis  in  front  of  the  enemy's  en 
trenchments,  where  I  halted  the  whole   command.     The  fire  of  the 
enemy,  as  we  approached  the  abattis,  becoming  very  severe,  I  ordered 
the  men  to  lie  down,  and  remained  in  that  position   until  I  became1 
satisfied  that  further  advance  was  impracticable.    I  then   ordered   the- 
whole  command  to  retire,  which   was  executed  in  good  order.     The= 
eighth  regiment  suffered  no  loss  in  this  reconnoissance. 
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For  casualties  in  the  seventh.  I  refer  you  to  Colonel  D.  Wya-u 
Aiken's  report  of June. 

I  then  returned  to  camp,  reaching  it  at  ten  o'clock,  P.  M.  My 
command  remained  quietly  in  camp  during  the  28th,  and  received 
orders  late  at  night  to  be  ready  to  follow  the  enemy  on  the  following 
morning,  it  being  supposed  that  they  were  evacuating  their  works  in 
front  of  us.  I  also  received  orders,  before  that  time,  to  relieve  Colo- 
<nel  Kennedy  at  eight  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  29th.  On  reach 
ing  the  reserve  of  Colonel  Kennedy,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  sent 
out  four  companies  of  his  regiment  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  who 
reported  that  they  had  evacuated  their  works.  I  then  received  orders 
to  support  the  four  companies  of  Colonel  Kennedy's  regiment,  and 
upon  reaching  the  enemy's  entrenchments,  I  halted  my  command  until 
Ihe  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  arrived.  The  other  regiments  of 
the  brigade  having  arrived  at  nine  o'clock,  we  were  ordered  to  move 
forward  by  the  right  flank.  We  proceeded  as  far  as  the  railroad,  at 
Fair  Oak  Station,  when  we  formed  line  of  battle  and  advanced  (my 
centre  resting  on.  the  Nine-mile  road  )  for  nearly  one  mile,  when  the 
skirmishers  engaged  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy,  and  a  brisk  fire 
•ensued,  the  enemy  in  the  meantime,  bringing  several  pieces  of  artil 
lery  to  play  upon  our  lines.  We  were  here  ordered  to  retire  to  a  posi 
tion  near  Fair  Oak  Station,  and  remained  there  until  the  brigades 
upon  our  right  and  left  came  up  and  formed,  when  ^ e  advanced  again', 
rpassing  through  the  deserted  camps  of  the  enemy. 

Nothing  of  interest  occurred  during  the  advance  until  about  half 
past  four  o'clock,  when  our  skirmishers  again  engaged  the  rear  guard 
of  the  enemy,  who  disputed  our  advance.  The  skirmishers  of  my 
regiment,  under  command  of  Captain  J.  H.  Muldrow,  pressed  upon 
the  enemy  until  they  finally  withdrew.  My  loss  in  this  skirmish  was 
one  wounded,  private  Carter  of  company  A.  My  regiment  advanced 
to  the  edge  of  field,  when  we  were  ordered  to  halt.  Kemper's  bat 
tery  coming  up,  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy,  and  was  continued 
briskly  for  several  minutes,  I  again  received  the  order  to  advance, 
passing  through  an  open  field,  and  over  another  line  of  the  enemy's 
entrenchments,  the  enemy  retreating  before  us.  My  command  was 
halted  about  six  o'clock,  in  an  open  field  near  the  woods,  and  re- 
mained  there  but  a  short  time,  when  I  was  ordered  to  move  by  the 
right  -ilank,  in  order  to  make  room  for  Kemper's  battery,  which,  for  H 
short  time,  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  upon  the  enemy  in  our  front, 
they  (the  enemy)  returning  it  with  spirit.  Captain  Keinper  having 
changed  position'  to  the  right  and  in  my  rear,  I  again  moved  by  the 
right  flank,  in  order  to  protect  my  command  as  much  as  possible  from 
the  shells  of  the  enemy,  who  were  at  this  time  throwing  quantities  of 
ehell  at  our  battery.  I  held  this  position  until  I  received  orders  to 
advance.  In  the  meantime  the  tenth  Georgia  regiment  passed  over 
my  line,  and  into  the  woods  in^ front  of  me.  I  moved  by  the  left 
flank  a  short  distance,  in  order  ^Eo  uncover  the  regiment  that  had 
passed  my  line,  and  in  order  to  place  my  regiment  nearer  the  other 
regiments  of  the  brigade,  who  were  at  this  time  engaged.  I  advanced 
but  a  short  distance,  when  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  my  line,  which 
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I  returned,  and,  at  th^same  time,  two  regiments  in  my  rear  opened 
fire  upon  my  regiment.  I  then  ordered  my  command  to  halt  and  lie 
down,  in  order  to  protect  them  from  the  fire  of  our  friends. 

After  great  exertions  by  Major  McLeod  and  Captain  B.  Holmes, 
of  your  staff,  who  were  exposed  to  a  terrific  fire  from  i>  nds  and  foe, 
the  firing  in  my  rear  was  suppressed,  and  I  ordered  my  command 
again  to  advance  ;  but,  finding  that  the  tenth  Georgia  h  id  inclined  to 
the  left,  and  were  immediately  in  my  front,  I  retired  en  a  line  with 
the  other  regiments,  who  were  formed  in  my  rear,  and  near  to  Cap 
tain  Kempers  battery.  It  being  near  dark,  I  remained  here  until  or 
dered  to  join  the  brigade. 

Corporal  Ward,  of  company  E,  was  killed  ;  CorporalJ.  II.  Roberts, 
of  company  L,  was  mortally  wounded,  since  dead  ;  private  McRae,  of 
company  L,  shot  through  hip;  private  Threatt,  of  company  A,  shot 
through  hip  ;  J.  Collins,  of  company  C,  in  hip;  E.  Lane  company  L. 
slightly  in  arm  ;  private  Morrell,  company  A,  in  foot ;  private  Heid- 
ricks,  company  A,  slightly;  Corporal  Bozeman,  company  F, 
slightly. 

We  joined  the  brigade  at  ten  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  rested  for  the 
sight  near  the  Williamsburg  road.  At  ten  o'clock,  on  the  following 
morning,  (the  30th  .^  we  marched  back  in  the  direction  of  Richmond, 
for  several  miles,  when  we  moved  to  the  left  in  the  direction  of  James 
river,  to  the  Darby  town  road.  On  reaching  it,  we  changed  direction 
again  to  the  left,  and  in  the  direction  of  the  battle  which  was  then 
raging  on  that  road,  apparently  some  three  miles  distant.  We  were 
halted  upon  the  field  where  the  battle  of  the  day  previous  (the  30th) 
had  been  fought,  at  daylight,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  ad 
vanced  for  about  one  mile  and  halted.  In  this  advance,  through  the 
woods,  we  captured  one  lieutenant  and  three  privates,  belonging  to 
a  New  York  regiment.  After  remaining  here  for  an  hour,  we  were 
ordered  to  move,  by  a  flank,  in  the  direction  of  Malvern  Hill.  Ar 
riving  near  the  latter  place,  we  rested  for  three  hours,  when  we  re 
ceived  orders  to  advance  upon  the  enemy.  Passing  through  a  dense 
growth  of  pines,  intq  which  the  enemy  were  pouring  an  incessant 
shower  of  grape  and  shell,  we  reached  a  field,  at  the  far  end  of  which 
were  posted  the  enemy's  batteries.  We  continued  to  advance  until 
we  were  ordered  to  halt,  where  we  remained  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
were  ordered  to  retire,  which  was  executed  in  good  order. 

In  justice  to  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command,  duty  compels  me 
t<>  state  that  they  bore  themselves  gallantly  on  both  occasions,  (the 
29th  June  and  1st  July.)  Every  one  doing  his  whole  duty. 

For  list  of  casualties  in  the  engagement  of  1st  July,  I  refer  you  to 
my  report  of  3d  July. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  W.  W.  HENAGAN, 

'Colonel  Mh  S.  C.  Regiment 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  KEMPER. 

ARTILLERY  QUARTERS,  4TH  BRIGADE,  2ND  DIVISION,  ) 

July  15,  1862.      J 

Captain  HOLMES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General: 

CAPTAIN  :  Leaving  my  camp,  near  Vaughan's,  on  the  morning  of 
the  29th  ultimo,  about  six  o'clock,  I  followed  the  infantry  of  the 
brigade  to  a  short  distance  beyond  Fair  Oaks.  Here  our  march  was 
interrupted  for  an  hour  or  two  by  the  batteries  of  the  enemy's  rear 
guard.  Late  in  the  afternoon,  about  four,  P.  M.,  by  the  direction  of 
the  Brigadier  General,  we  shelled  some  works  of  the  enemy  on  and 
near  tha  Willlamsburg  road,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the 
junction  of  that  and  the  Nine-mile  road.  Eliciting  but  slight  re 
sponse,  we  did  some  execution,  and  again  advanced,  overtaking  the 
enemy  at  Savages'.  The  engagement  was  opened  by  a  brisk  artillery 
fire  from  my  battery,  replied  to  by  one  or  more  batteries,  stationed 
near  Savages'  house.  From  this  contest,  the  superior  character  and 
number  of  the  enemy's  pieces  compelled  me  to  withdraw  in  about 
five  minutes,  without  loss,  however.  About  seven,  P.  M.,  a  general 
engagement  ensued,  in  which  the  battery  played  its  part  to  the  best 
of  our  ability. 

Our  losses  are:  One  man  killed,  private E.  Calmens;  two  wounded, 

privates  Posey,  (since   dead,)   and .     Four  horses  were    killed, 

and  five  others  rendered  unserviceable.  In  Tuesday's  engagement,  ( 1  st 
July,)  my  battery  was  held  in  reserve,  and,  though  under  a  severe 
fire,  suffered  no  loss. 

The  above  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DEL.  KEMPER, 
Commanding  Alexandria  Artillery. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BENNING  OF  BATTLE  OF  JUNE 

27iH,  1862. 

HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTEENTH  RKG'T  GEORGIA  VOLUNTEERS,  ) 
Camp  near  Darby  town  road,  July  26,  1862.       > 

GENERAL  :  On  the  27th  of  June,  the  brigade  was  near  the  Garnett 
house,  and,  about  sunset,  General  Toombs  ordered  me  to  throw  for 
ward  a  strong  body  of  pickets  on  the  left  of  his  line,  and  to  feel  the 
enemy  and  to  follow  up,  vigorously,  any  success  that  might  be  met 
with.  At  this  time  the  regiment  was  in  line  of  battle  along  the  fence, 
near  Garnett's  spring.  Accordingly,  I  immediately  ordered  forward 
the  two  flank  companies  of  the  regiment,  companies  A  and  D,  under 
Lieutenant  Beeland,  and  K,  under  Lieutenant  Randall,  both  under 
Major^Pickett,  with  instructions  to  carry  out  the  orders  of  General 
Toomos  to  me.  They  promptly  took  their  place  on  the  left  of  the 
line  in  a  wood,  and  very  soon  advanced,  with  other  similar  parties 
detached  from  the  second  and  fifteenth  regiments  Georgia  volunteers, 
and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  posted  in  a  wood  on  both  sides  of  the 
Lobor-in-vain  ravine.  The  fire  at  once  became  warm  along  our  whole 
line.  The  balls  of  the  enemy  came  across  the  picket  line  engaged  in 
the  fight,  and  wounded  a  number  of  that  part  of  the  regiment  held 
in  reserve  near  the  fence  at  the  Garnett  spring.  About  fifteen  min 
utes  after  the  firing  had  commenced,  report  was  made  to  you  that  the 
enemy,  in  considerable  force,  was  about  to  turn  your  left  flank,  and 
cut  off  the  picket  sent  from  mj  regiment.  You  then  ordered  ine  to 
take  the  reserve  companies  of  the  regiment  to  flank  and  support  those 
pickets  and  counteract  any  such  movement  of  the  enemy.  I  at  once 
carried  them  there  and  formed  them  in  line  of  battle.  It  was  then 
dusk,  and  objects  were  not  visible  at  a  distance.  We  could  see  no 
enemy..  The  firing  of  our  pickets,  who  were  a  little  in  advance  of 
us  and  a  little  to  our  right,  continued  as  brisk  as  ever.  As  the' 
darkness  thickened,  however,  the  firing  gradually  lessened,  and 
finally' ceased. 

Every  officer  and  man  of  the  companies,  under  my  eye,  did  his 
duty  well,  and  the  same  is  true  (according  to  the  report  to  me  of  Major 
Pickett,)  of  the  two  companies  sent  forward  under  him  as  picket. 

A  list  of  the  casualties  has  already  been  sent  up, 

I  am,  General,  very  icspectfully, 

HENRY  L.  BENNING, 
Colonel  \lth  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BENNINGOF  BATTLE  OF  MALVERN 

HILL, 

HEADQ'RS  SEVENTEENTH  REG'T  GEORGIA  VOLUNTEERS,  > 
Camp  near  Darby  town  road,  July  26,  1862.       \ 

GENERAL:  On  the  1st  of  this  month,  you,  after  much  exertion,  put 
your  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  chiefly  in  a  wood  in  front,  but  rather 
to  the  right  of  what  is  called  Malvern  Hill,  (or  hills,)  with  General 
Jon.es'  brigade,  Colonel  Anderson  commanding,  in  your  front,  and 
other  troops  in  his  front.  The  position  of  my  regiment  was  on  the 
tight  of  your  line.  You  instructed  me  that  theduty  of  your  brigade 
would  be  to  support  the  troops  in  its  front,  and  that  the  duty  of  my 
regiment  would  be  to  accommodate  itself  to  the  movements  ^of  the 
regiment  in  front,  but  that  it  was  not  to  fire  until  it  received 
orders  to  do  so.  This  was  near  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  in  my 
judgment.  Shortly  afterwards,  the  line  in  our  front  began  to  move 
by  the  left  flank.  We  followed  the  example  and  moved  by  ours. 
Marching  in  this  way,  for  J  think  nearly  a  mile,  the  line  came  in 
front  of  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  also  got  out  of  the  wood  into 
a.  large  field,  the  back  part  of  which  was  held  by  the  enemy.  Here 
the  maich  was  changed  to  one  to  the  front.  That,  in  a  short  time, 
brought  us  under  a  very  heavy  fire,  both  of  artillery  and  musketry, 
grape,  shell,  splinters  and  lainie  balls,  flying  thick  about  us  and 
through  us',  and  making  gaps  in  our  ranks  at  every  step.  The  regiment,, 
however,  continued  to  advance  in  perfect  order. 

After  having  advanced  far  into  the  field,  the  order  came  down 
the  line,  march  by  t/\e  lift  jlar.k.  This  was  obeyed,  and,  whilst.we 
were  thus  marching  by  the  flank,  some  regiment  behind  us,  which 
was  marching  to  the  front,  cut  my  regiment  in  two  at  the  colors, 
.leaving  the  colors  and  the  companies  on  the  left  with  me,  who  was  at 
the  head  of  the  line,  and  the  right  companies  with  Lieutenant  Colo 
nel  Hodges.  I  saw  no  more  of  these  latter  companies  until  next 
day.  The  companies  with  me  continued  to  march  by  the  flank,  until 
they  entered  the  wood  on  the  left  of  the  field.  I  suppose  the  object 
of  the  order  was  to  get  to  the  wood  and  advance  to  the  attack  from 
it.  So  I  halted  my  companies  and  looked  for  a  good  position  to  ad 
vance  from,  which  I  found,  as  I  thought,  in  a  wood  running  in  front 
of  the  enemy's  batteries,  at  the  edge  of  the  wood,  with  a  fence  in  its 
front.  Along  this  wood  I  formed  the  companies,  and  made  them  lie 
down,  that  as  many  as  possible  of  the  enemy's  missile.s  might  pass 
over  them.  It  was  nearly  night.  Here  we  remained  awaiting  or 
ders,  but  none  came  The  fire  on  both  sides  slackened,  and  ceased 
after  night  fall,  and  the  companies  returned  to  camp. 

Our  loss  was  five  killed  and  thirty-one  wounded. *  A  particular  list 
of  the  casualties  has  already  been  forwarded  to  you. 

The  officers   and  men  received  tbe  hot   fire  of  the  enemy,    which 


*hey  could  not  return,  trieuds  being  in  front,  with  great  coolness  -r.il 
fortitude. 

I  am    G?3n«ral.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv'% 

'HENRY  L.  BENNING, 

Mtk  Pr.$iirffn.t  Georgia  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  GUMMING. 

HEADQUARTERS  TWENTIETH  REGIMES  GEORGIA  VOLUNTEERS,  ) 

July  26,   1862.      J 

To  General  R.  TOOMBS  : 

GENERAL:  Pursuant  to  orders  received  this  day,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  twentieth  regi 
ment  Georgia  volunteers,  in  the  recent  actions  before  Richmond  : 

This  regiment  was  relieved  from  picket  duty   at  Garnett's  farm  on 
the  night  of  the  26th  ultimo.     Early  next  morning  we  were   ordered 
to  occupy  and  hold  the  trenches  in  front  of  Garnett's  farm,  where  we 
remained  until  about  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy's  artillery,  with  the  loss  of  one  man  killed  and  one  wounded, 
losing  his  left  arm.     At  this  time  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  a  skirt 
of  woods  on  the  left  of  Garnett's  farm,  in  command  of  the  fifteenth 
Georgia  regiment  and  my   own.     Later  in  the  afternoon,  about  six 
o'clock,  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  with  my  regiment  to  support  a  bat 
tery,  then  briskly  engaging  the  enemy  in  our  front.     We   remained 
in  this  position  nearly  an  hour,  and,  just  before  sunset,  we  were  or 
dered  by  Captain  Troup,  of  your  staff,  to  proceed  to   within  support 
ing    distance    of    the    second    and    fifteenth    regiments    of    Georgia 
volunteers,  then  closely  engaged  with,  and  under  a  heavy  fire  from,  the 
enemy.   \KVe  advanced  in  line  of  battle  to  this  position,  a  distance  of 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  through  an  open  field,  under  a  heavy  fire 
of  musketry.     When  within  about  seventy-five  yards  in  rear  of  the 
second  and  fifteenth  regiments,  I  ordered  a  halt  (according  to  orders) 
and  required  the  men  to  lie  down.     This  was  immediately  on  the  left 
of  Garnett's  house.     We  remained  here,  under  a   heavy  a^d  contin 
uous  fire  of  infantry,  for  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  when  we 
were  ordered  forward  to  occupy  the  position  held  by   the   second  and 
fifteenth  regiments  against  overwhelming  odds.     We  held  this  posi 
tion  until  about  three  o'clock  next  morning,  when  we   were  relieved 
by  the  seventeenth  regiment  Georgia  volunteers.     During   the   affair 
of  that  evening,  our  loss   was  one   man  killed   and   eight    wounded. 
About  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  28th  ultimo,  I  was  ordered  to  occupy 
and  hold  until  further  orders,  with  my  regiment,  a   ravine  in   a  skirt 
of  woods  on  the  left  of  Garnett's  house,  opposite  the  redoubts  and 
breastworks  of  the  enemy.     As  soon   as   we   had   crossed  the  ravine 
•  and  formed  line  of  battle,  wo  were  ordered  to  advance  by  yourself  in 
person,  which  w-e  did,  and,  having  proceeded  thirty  or  forty  paces,  the 
order  was  countermanded.     We  were  then  ordered  by  you  to  hold  our 
position,  to  cover  the  return  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  Georgia  regi 
ments,  as  well  as  to  protect  the  pickets  from   our  own  brigade.     We 
remained  there  about  four  hours.     We,  lost  in   this  affair,  one  man 
mortally  wounded.     The  next  day,  29th  ultimo,  we  advanced  in  line 
of  battle  on  the  enemy's  position,  but  found  that  they  had  abandoned 
it.     We  continued  the  pursuit  of  the  retreating  enemy  during  the 
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29th.  On  Monday,  the  30th  ultimo,  we  were  ordered  to  reinforce 
General  Longstreet,  and  made  a  long  march  of  about  twenty  miles 
through  the  hot  sun.  Several  of  my  men  were  overcome  by  the  heat 
and  fatigue  of  the  march.  We  arrived  upon  the  battle-field  of  that 
day  about  midnight,  and  slept  upon  the  field  in  line  of  battle.  About 
four  o'clock,  A.  M.,  1st  inst.,  I  was  ordered  to  deploy  forward  one  com 
pany  as  skirmishers.  I  accordingly  deployed  Capt  E.  M.  Seayr's  com 
pany  (F)  as  skirmishers  in  advance  of  the  regiment,  which  advanced 
in  connection  with  your  brigade  about  a  mile,  when  it  met  with  and 
intersected  the  skirmishers  of  General  Jackson's  corps.  From  this 
point,  finding  no  enemy  in  front,  we  were  ordered  back.  About  four. 
P.  M.,  we  advanced  in  line  of  battle  upon  a  new  position  of  the  ene 
my,  into  the  woods,  until  we  were  stopped  by  the  first  Georgia  regu 
lars  in  front.  We  then  moved  a  considerable  distance  by  the  right- 
flank  and  again  formed  line  of  battle.  About  five,  P.  M.,  we  were 
ordered  forward.  We  advanced  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  the 
greater  part  of  the  distance  through  an  open  field,  under  a  heavy, 
deadly  and  incessant  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry,  the  shot,  grape, 
canister  and  balls  raining  arouad  us  like  hail.  When  within  a  quar 
ter  of  a  mile  of  the  enemy's  batteries  we  were  ordered  to  march  by 
the  left  flank,  across  a  fence,  to  the  left,  which  we  did,  and  then  ad 
vanced  in  line  of  battle  until  we  came  to  a  road  within  two  hundred 
yards  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  rather  to  their  right  flank.  We 
thon  halted  and  kept  our  position  until  after  dark,  when  the  lieu,- 
tenant  colonel  of  my  regiment  came  to  me  twice  and  told  me  that  the 
enemy  were  flanking  us.  I  then  ordered  the  regiment  to  fall  back 
and  form  line  again.  But  there  was  such  confusion  at  that  time,  and 
it  was  so  dark,  that  it  was  impossible  to  form  line  again  for  some 
time.  Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  five  killed,  sixty-six  wounded, 
and  four  missing.  The  blcody  and  trying  scenes  of  these  recent 
actions  before  Richmond  have  served  to  confirm  the  high  opinion  I 
have  ever  entertained  of  the  patriotism,  courage  and  efficiency  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  my  command.  I  cannot  refrain,  also,  General, 
from  expressing  the  gratification  I  experienced  in  witnessing  the  effi 
ciency  and  gallantry  of  Captains  DuBose  and  Troup,  of  your  staff, 
and  of  Captain  Coward,  of  General  Jones'  staff. 

Respectfully, 

J.  B.  GUMMING, 

Colonel  commanding  Twentieth  Eegimint  Georgia   Volunteers. 
Official : 

GEORGE  S.  THOMAS,  Lieutenant,  Acting  Adjutant, 


REPORT    OF    CAPTAIN    DAWSON    OF   BATTLE    OF  GAR- 

NETT'S  FARM. 

BIVOUAC  EIGHTH  ^TEORGIA  REGIMENT,       ) 
Garnetfs  Farm,  July  28,  1862.  J 

Lieutenant  C.  C.  HARDWICK, 

A.  A.  G.,  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  A.  P.  : 

LIEUTENANT  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  tho 
part  taken  by  the  eighth  regiment  Georgia  volunteers,  in  the  engage 
ment  of  the  enemy  : 

About  the  hour  of  half-past  three  o'clock,  tho  regiment  received 
orders  to  charge  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  opposite  Garnett's  farm,  at 
a  distance  of  half  a  mile  or  more.  The  regiment  moved  forward 
promptly  to  execute  said  orders,  companies  A  and  B  being  deployed 
us  skirmishers.  The  charge  was  made  with  great  celerity  and  perfect 
^rder,  and  so  rapid  was  the  advance  of  our  skirmishers,  that  many  of 
rhe  enemy's  pickets  were  killed  and  taken  prisoners  before  they  were 
•'\\are  of  our  presence.  Within  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the 
point  of  departure,  one  of  our  skirmishers  was  shot  down.  Moving 
steadily  onward,  the  fire  of  the  enemy  made  sad  havoc  in  the  ranks, 
advancing  some  distance  through  a  thick  wood,  aboat  a  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  distant  from  its  skirts,  in  an  open  field,  the  enemy's 
breastworks  appeared  in  full  view.  In  the  charge  through  this  open 
space,  many  of  the  officers  and  men  were  killed  and  disabled.  We 
succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  from  their  position,  which  was  main 
tained  with  great  spirit  and  determination  against  great  odds  until 
ordered  to  withdraw.  The  regiment  fell  back  in  good  order. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing  :  Among 
the  officers,  Colonel  L.  M.  Lamar  was  seriously  wounfled  ;  Lieut. 
Col.  J.  B.  Towers  was  taken  prisoner;  Major  E.  J.  Magruder  was 
wounded  slightly ;  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Montgomery,  company  E,  was 
killed  :  Lieutenant  C.  M.  Harper,  of  the  same  company,  was  taken 
prisoner;  Captain  A.  F.  Butler,  company  B,  was  wouudeu  danger 
ously  ;  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Williamson,  company  G,  was  wounded  se 
riously,  and  Lieutenant  T.  J.  Blackwell,  company  I,  was  wounded 
slightly,  besides  twenty- three  enlisted  men  killed,  fifty-five  wounded, 
and  nine  missing. 

The  bearing  of  officers  and  men  on  the  field,  entitled  them  to  the 
commendations  of  their  superior  officers,  and  the  gratitude  of  their 
country. 

Respectfully, 

GEORGE  0.  DAWSON, 
Captain  Company  7,  commanding  3th  Ga.  Regiment 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  DAWSON  OF  BATTLE  OF  JULY  i, 

1862.    . 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTH  GEORGIA  REGIMENT, 
July,  2d,  1862. 

C.  C.  HARDWICK, 

Lieutenant  and  A*  A.  G  ,  3d  Brigade,  1st  Division  : 

LIEUTENANT  :  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  bj  the  eighth  regiment  Georgia 
volunteers,  in  the  battle  of  Tuesday,  July  1st: 

The  casualties  of  the  battle  of  2tfth  June  having  devolved  upon 
me  the  command  of  the  regiment,  I  am  more  than  gratified  that  the 
conduct  and  bearing  of  officers  and  men  fell  under  your  immediate 
observation. 

From  the  moment  we  were  ordered  to  advance  upon  the  strong  posi 
tions  of  the  enemy,  posted  on  the  heights  of  Malvern  farm,  exposed 
for  the  space  of  four  hours  to  a  most  terrific  fire  of  artillery,  the 
spirit  and  determination  of  the  troops  seemed  to  gather  strength  as 
the  perils  of  the  battle  increased.  Several  of  the  regiment  were 
either  killed  or  wounded  at  a  distance  of  over  two  miles  from  the 
point  of  attack. 

When  the  last  order  to  charge  the  enemy's  position  was  given,  we 
moved  rapidly  forward,  through  an  almost  impassable  ravine,  of  thick 
undergrowth  and  wood,  to  the.  base  of  a  hill,  thirty  yards  distant 
from  an  open  field,  where  the  enemy  were  posted.  Here  my  regi 
ment  was  saluted  and  urged  forward  by  General  Magruder,  under 
the  eye  and  immediate  command  of  the  General.  Although  fatigued 
and  exhausted  from  a  continuous  march  of  two  days  and  nights  without 
sleep,  the  regiment  seemed  to  gather  fresh  strength.  Then  it  was  that 
we  made  the  dashing  charge  of  over  four  hundred  yards,  across  an 
open  field,  exposed  to  a  most  terrific  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery. 
Halting  at  the  base  of  the  hill  for  a  few  moments,  protected  par 
tially  from  the  fiie  of  the  enemy,  we  adjusted  our  line  of  battle,  pre 
paratory  for  another  charge.  Just  then,  Adjutant  Hardwiek,  at  the 
peril  of  his  life,  came  boldly  forward,  and  gave  the  orderder  to  fall 
back.  Our  retrograde  movement  was  not  characterized  with  the  same 
ordor  as  our  advance,  the  regiment  falling  back  with  great  reluctance. 
Under  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  we  rallied,  to  the  point  designated 
by  the  adjutant,  in  good  order,  awaiting  further  orders. 

About  nine  o'clock,  we  were  ordered  to  repair  to  our  camps,  which 
we  did  in  good  order. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  brave  officers  and  men  who 
imperilled  their  lives  in  this  battle. 

The  regiment  lost  four  killed  and  eight  wounded,  all  among  the  en 
listed  men.' 

Respectfully, 

GEORGE  0.  DAWSON, 
Captain  company  I,  commanding  Regiment. 


REPORT  OK  MAJOR  McELROY. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRTEENTH  MISSISSIPPI  REGIMENT,  } 

July  5,  1862.      $ 

COLONEL  :  The  command  of  the  thirteenth  Mississippi  regiment 
having  devolved  upon  me  just  before  the  close  of  the  engagement  oa 
Tuesday  evening,  July  1st,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  report  the  part 
taken  by  this  regiment  in  that  sanguinary  contest. 

At  six  and  a  half  o'clock,  P.  M.,  this  regiment,  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carter,  was,  under  your  own  supervision, 
formed  on  the  right  of  your  brigade,  and  advanced  to  within  some 
three  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy,  who  appeared  in  strong  force  in 
front.  There  the  regiment  was  halted,  and  the  line  dressed,  and  I 
can  testify  that,  although  exposed  to  a  most  withering  fire,  and  our 
men  falling  on  every  hand,  the  line  was  promptly  dressed,  without 
confusion,  and,  when  the  command, forward,  was  given,  advanced  in 
splendid  style,  to  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy.  Here  the 
regiment  was  again  halted  behind  the  brow  of  a  hill  and  ordered  to  fire. 
For  nearly  one  hour  we  held  this  advanced  position,  without  support 
on  either  flank  ;  and,  during  this  time,  I  am  proud  to  say,  the  men 
of  this  command  fought  with  a  determination  and  bravery  which 
successfully  held  in  check  a  largely  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  who 
were  confronting  us.  Believing  this  position  longer  untenable,  the 
regiment  was  ordered  to  fall  back  just  at  dark,  to  our  former  position, 
two  hundred  yards  in  the  rear.  Being  present  yourself,  you  are 
aware  how  reluctantly,  yet  in  what  fine  order  this  command  was  obeyed. 
About  this  time  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carter  was  severely  wounded  and 
taken  from  the  field.  Halting  the  regiment  under  the  cover  of  a  hill, 
where  they  were  in  a  measure  protected  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
the  line  was  reformed,  and  I  was  prepared  to  advance  with  a  force 
then  coming  up  on  my  left ;  their,  however,  having  masked  a  portion 
of  our  front  was  the  cause,  I  suppcse,  of  the  order  then  received  to 
retire,  which  was  done  in  good  order. 

Where  all  did  their  duty  so  well,  it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  many 
were  I  to  make  mention  of  the  many  examples  of  individual  heroism 
I  saw  displayed,  both  among  officers  arid  men.  I  will,  therefore, 
simply  say,  that  both  company  officers  and  men  did  their  whole  duty, 
and  proved  themselves  worthy  the  name  of  Missi^sippians. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  McELROY, 
Major,  commanding  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Regiment. 


REPORT  OF   LIEUTENANT   COLONEL  FIZER. 

HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTEENTH  MISSISSIPPI  VOLUNTEERS,  > 

July  5,  1862.       \ 

Colonel  WILLIAM  BARKSDALE, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade  ' 

SIR  :  I  have  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  action  of 
the  seventeenth  Mississippi  regiment,  engaged  on  the  evening  of  July 
1,  1862,  near  Meadow  farm  : 

In  pursuance  of  orders,  the  regiment  was  moved  down  on  the  right, 
into  the  woods,  and  there  took  position,  and  awaited  orders.  During 
the  time  shot  and  shell  fell  amongst  my  wing  command,  proving  very 
destructive.  Two  orders  reached  the  command  to  move  out  in  support 
of  General  Wright's  brigade,  then  engaged  with  the  enemy,  which  was 
promptly  done,  and  executed  in  splendid  order,  and  without  the  least 
confusion. 

Colonel  W.  D.  Holder,  while  gallantly  leading  his  men  into 
action,  through  a  shower  of  grape  and  shell,  fell,  severely  wounded. 
Hence  the  command  devolved  upon  me — this  being  at  a  time 
when  the  command  was  fronting  a  line,  immediately  after  cross 
ing  a  very  difficult  ravine.  The  command  moved  and  dressed  to  the 
colors  promptly  and  in  order.  I  ordered  the  command  to  forward, 
which  they  did  without  wavering,  although  in  the  thickest  of  the  fire,  to 
the  brow  of  the  hill.  I  halted  my  command,  finding  my  front  masked 
by  several  regiments,  extending  from  right  to  left.  At  this  point  I 
ordered  Captain  Govan,  commanding  company  B,  to  act  as  field 
officer,  and  assist  in  the  command  of  my  regiment,  which,  I  can  say, 
he  did  with  coolness  and  gallantry. 

From  this  point,  I  moved  my  line  to  the  right,  endeavoring  to  get 
a  chance  at  the  enemy  without  being  masked  by  firing  Finding  that 
impossible,  on  account  of  the  scattered  fragments  of  regiments,  I  ordered 
my  men  to  lie  down  for  protection  from  the  grape  and  camber,  which 
was  raking  the  field  in  front  and  the  air  above.  Night  coming  on, 
and  the  fire  of  small  arms  having  ceased,  I  withdrew  my  command 
from  the  field,  in  splendid  order,  «nd  filej  wdll  uiosb^i,  v\iiii  regi 
ments  of  the  brigade. 

I  must  further  state,  that  my  position  on  the  field  was  hazardous — 
several  regiments  came  near  firing  into  my  rear.  I  exerted  myself 
to  prevent  different  regiments  from  firing  into  each  other,  which,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  was  done  on  several  occasions;  but  by  none  of  this 
brigade. 

1  am  indebted  to  Captain  Moreland,  acting  major,  for  his  gallant 
and  valuable  assistance,  rendered  me  throughout  the  en <r-i Cement. 
I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  Adjutant  Sykes  was  at  s.is  post, 
and  rendered  me  valuable  assistance.  I  cannot  clo*o  without 
thanking  Assistant  Adjutant  General  Inge,  whom  I  found,  on  reach- 


ing  trie  field,  nobh  discharging  his  duty,  m  directing  regiments  int,<- 
battle. 

I  axo,  Colonel,  with  high  regard, 

Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  0.   F1ZER, 
Lieutenant  Cofand  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Regiment. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  LUSE. 

• 
IN  THE  FIELD,  July  5, 

Colonel  WM.  BARKSDALE: 

f         , 

DEAR  SIR:  It  becomes  my  duty  to  report  to  you  the  action  of  thd 
eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment  in  the  engagement  of  July  1st,  near 
Charles  City  road  : 

Upon  receiving  your  orders  to  do  eo>  the  regiment,  under  the  com 
mand  of  Colonel  Thomas  M.  Griffin,  started  fiom  its  position  in  rear 
of  our  line  of  battle,  and  took  its  position  and  participated  in  the  en 
gagement.  Countermarching,  the  regiment  moved  by  the  right  flanlc 
BO  as  to  receive  protection  of  natural  defences  against  the  enemy's 
batteries  to  our  front  ;  but  was  all  the  while  exposed  to  a  heavy  ac-3 
destructive  fire  from  his  batteries  on  the  right.  Just  before  reaching 
the  scene  of  action,  Colonel  Grifiin  fell  wounded  and  was  carried  frona 
the  field.  On  reaching  the  foot  of  the  hill,  upon  whcse  crest  rested 
the  line  of  the  enemy,  the  regiment  was  thrown  Into  line.  -While  this 
was  being  done,  1  sent  Lieulenant  Johnson  and  private  Edward  Drain 
ing,  of  company  C,  to  the  front  to  locate  the  enemy's  artillery  a.r,  * 
infantry,  who  returned  and  reported  that  the  only  opening  to  be  seen 
long  enough  in  our  line,  at  that  time  engaged,  to  admit  of  cur  enter 
ing,  was  about  two  hundred  yards  to  our  left.  I  accordingly  marched! 
the  regiment  to  the  left,  and  then  to  the  front,  rising  the  hill,  still 
partly  masked  by  the  regynent  on  my  right.  This  was  unmasked  by  aa 
oblique  movement  to  the  left,  which  being  accomplished,  I  moved  the 
regiment  forward  to  within  short  mark  range,  and  opened  on  his  lot 
teries  and  infantry.  This  position  I  occupied  until  twilight  began  to 
dim  the  fields,  when  Lieutenant  Buckles,  company  E,  'informed  ma 
that  all  support  had  been  withdrawn  from  our  left,  which  I  saw  at  * 
glance  to  be  true.  This  unfortunate  circumstance  threw  a  more 
destructive  fire  into  our  left  than  veterans  couM  be  justly  called  upx-a 
to  withstand  ;  but  crfficers  and  men  stood  firm  and  resolutely  returned 
the  enemy's  fire  from  ranks  now  reduce!  by  more  than  one-third  of 
their  former  number.  At  this  juncture,  the  same  officer  reported  the 
enemy  moving  around  our  loft  flank,  whereupon  I  withdrew  the  regi 
ment  in  time,  forcing  a  retreat. 

Where  the  conduct  of  all  wag  so  satisfactory,  it  U  difficult  to  identify 
those  to  whom  it  is  the  credit  of  peculiar  gallantry  ;  but  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  put  upon  record  the  heroism  of  some  who  displayed  conspic 
uous  gallantry.  To  Captain  E.  G.  Henry  on  the  right,  and  Captain 
F.  Bostick,  on  the  le«t  wing,  acting,  the  former  lieutenant  colonel,  the 
latter  Major,  the  regiment  is  indebted  for  much  of  the  order  ardl 
steadiness  which  marked  their  action  in  this  engagement.  Each  fcifc 
mortally  wounded  at  his  post,  while  heroically  iu  the  discharge  of  tha 
most  dangerous  and  responsible  duties. 

To  A.  A.  General  Inge,  of  Colonel  Barksdale's  staff,  I  would  ex- 
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press  mj  obligations  for  assistance  upon  the  field,  where  his  zeal,  skill 
and  bravery  inspired  all  who  beheld  him. 

So  numerous  were  the  instances  in  which  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  in  the  ranks  distinguished  themselves,  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  mention  all  in  a  report  like  this ;  but  some  there  were 
whom  the  accidents  of  the  battle  threw  under  my  immediate  observa 
tion.  Sergeant  Smith,  color-bearer,  is  deserving  of  the  highest  praise 
for  his  steadiness  during  the  fight,  and  considerate  coolness  after  being 
wounded  ;  Orderly  Sergeant  Goodloe,  company  C,  for  activity  and 
coolness  in  dressing  his  men  while  under  a  terrific  fire  ;  private  Cooper, 
company  F ;  privates  George  Grease  and  C.  Brody,  company  D;  Cap 
tain  Hustin  and  private  Tyler,  company  I,  are  among  those  prominent 
for  gallantry  and  boldness. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  LUSE, 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  commanding  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Regiment. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  W.  M.  JONES. 

HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  RLGIMENT  GEORGIA  VOLS.,  > 

July  13,  1862.      \ 

Colonel  G.  T.  ANDERSON  : 

SIR  :  In  pursuance  of  an  order  from  headquarters  of  the  division, 
respecting  those  of  iny  command  who  distinguished  themselves  in  the 
series  of  engagements  with  the  enemy  from  the  28th  ultimo  to  the 
2nd  instant,  I  have  only  to  mention  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  L.  D. 
Cockrell,  who  has  been  acting  adjutant  for  the  regiment  during  the 
last  few  months : 

When  our  brigade  was  halted  (in  consequence  of  orders  from  Gen 
eral  Magruder)  in  the  ravine  near  the  field  of  action,  on  the  1st  in 
stant,  (five  o'clock,  P.  M.,)  the  impression  was  prevalent  that  our 
brigade  would  not  be  called  into  action.  The  acting  adjutant  thought 
it  not  indiscreet  to  leave  the  regiment  and  go  into  the  battle  with  th<? 
eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment.  Below  is  a  note  sent  to  headquar 
ters  of  the  regiment,  the  following  morning. 

HEADQUARTERS  EinnTEENTH  Miss   REGIMENT. 

"  I  take  pleasure  in  certifying  that  L.  D.  Cockrell,  of  tho  ntntk 
Georgia  regiment,  requested  of  me*  permission  to  accompany  my 
regiment  into  the  engagement  of  the  1  st  instant.  That  I  consented,  and 
requested  him  to  act  as  adjutant  for  tho  regiment  in  that  engagement, 
which  he  did,  and  that  his  conduct  on  that  occasion  is  deserving  of 
the  highest  commendation. 

(Signed,)  "W.  H.  LUSE, 

"  Lieut.  Colonel,  commanding  Eighteenth  Miss.  Regiment." 

N.  B. — The  regiment,  as  we  presumed,  took  no  active  part  in  the- 
battle.  W.  M.  JONES, 

Major,  commanding  Ninth  Georgia  Regiment ; 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  (X  F.  BROOKS. 

July  5,  1862. 

Colonel  WM.  BARKSDALE, 

Commanding  Third  Bngafa  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  twenty-first  Mis 
sissippi  regiment,  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  L.  Brandon  commanding. 
was,  on  the  1st  instant,  ordered  to  proceed  in  the  direction  of  the 
enemy  about  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  the road.  After  advanc 
ing  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  line  of  sharpshooters. 
we  formed  a  line  of  battle  on  a  hill  side  in  the  woods,  about  half  past 
tour  o'clock.  In  a  few  minutes  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  oi: 
shell  and  shot,  which  was  continued  for  the  space  of  two  hours, 
wounding  Major  D.  N.  Moody  and  killing  and  wounding  several 
others.  About  half  past  six  o'clock,  we  were  ordered  forward,  fol 
lowing  the  eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment,  right  in  front,  and  formed 
a  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  eighteenth,  "on  the  right  by  file 
into  line,"  within  eight  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  suf 
fering  severely  from  their  fire.  We  advanced,  in  line  of  battle,  til: 
within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  battery,  and  finding  n^ 
support,  either  right  or  left,  were  ordered  to  retire,  which  we  did  in 
good  order,  losing  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  L.  Brandon,  (the  only  offi 
cer,)  being  wounded  by  a  grape-shot.  The  command  of  the  regiment 
then  devolved  upon  me.  After  falling  back  partially  under  cover  of 
the  hill,  we  were  again  ordered  to  advance,  which  wag  dono  immedi 
ately  and  continued  till  within  fifteen  or  twenty  yards  of  tLe  battery 
i  again  found  no  support,  either  right  or  left,  and  the  enemy,  with 
infantry  on  the  left  and  artillery  in  our  front,  were  pouring  a  de 
structive  fire  into  our  ranks,  of  grape-shot,  canister  and  small  arms. 
We  were  again  ordered  to  retire,  and  did  so  in  good  order,  and  left 
the  field  after  dark. 

Both  officers  and  men  acted  gallantly  during  the  entire   engage 
ment.  • 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

vVM.  C.  F.  BROOKS, 
Captain  commanding  2()th  Regiment  Miss.  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  MILLIAK 

HEADQ'RS  FIFTEKNTH  REGIMENT  GEORGIA  VOLUNTEERS,  ) 
Camp  Mclntosh,  July  26,  1862.      $ 

Lieutenant  ROBERT  GRANT, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  •: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  through  you,  to  the  Brigadier 
General  commanding,  the  following  official  report  of  the  operations 
of  this  regiment  in  the  recent  actions  before  Richmond : 

On  the  26th  June,  the  regiment,  (Colonel  Wm.  M.  M'Intosh  in 
command,)  by  order  of  Brigadier  General  Toombs,  occupied  the  en 
trenchments  on  the  north  side  of  the  Nine-mile  road,  near*  Price's 
!iouse,  and  remained  in  that  position  until  about  six  o'clock,  P.  M., 
of  the  27th  of  June,  when,  by  order  of  General  Toombs,  the  regi 
ment  moved  to  the  front  near  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  took  position  at 
the  edge  of  a  field  some  two  hundred  yards  to  the  left  of  a  brick 
house,  known  as  James  Garnett's  house,  sent  two  companies,  Captain 
John  C.  Burch,  company  F,  and  Captain  Stephen  Z.  Heansberger, 
company  G,  as  skirmishers,  to  support  the  pickets  of  the  second 
Georgia,  and  "feel"  the  enemy.  In  a  few  minutes  the  firing^n  both 
sides  became  brisk.  Soon  the  enemy's  line  was  reinforced,  arid  Gen 
eral  Toombs  ordered  Colonel  Mclntosh,  with  the  balance  of  this  com 
mand,  to  the  support  of  the  skirmishers.  We  crossed  the  field  at 
<louble-quick,  under  a  most  galling  fire  from  the  opposite  side  of  a 
deep  ravine,  just  beyond  which  our  skirmishers  were  engaged,  crossed 
the  ravine  by  the  right  flank,  and  formed  a  line  of  battle  and  moved 
rapidly  to  the  front.  The  engagement  now  became  general  and  in 
tensely  fierce  all  along  the  line  and  raged  till  after  dark,  when  the 
enemy  retired  and  the  firing  ceased.  Colonel  Mclntosh,  who  was  at 
ihe  front  and  on  the  most  exposed  part  of  the  line,  gallantly  cheering 
the  men  on.  fell,  mortally  Bounded,  early  in  the  engagement,  and  was 
borne  from  the  field.  The  command  then  devolved  upon  me,  as  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel,  and,  after  the  dead  and  wounded  (a  detailed  list  of 
which  has  already  been  furnished)  were  carried  from  the  field,  the 
regiment,  by  order  of  Genera}  Toombs,  retired  to  the  rear,  and  rested 
till  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  and  then  moved  back  to 
the  same  point  where  the  previous  evening's  engagement  had  taken 
place,fto-the  support  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  Georgia  regiments.  The 
engagement  ended  with  but  few  casualties  in  this  regiment,  which 
have  also  been  reported  in  the  list  of  casualties  furnished.  We 
bivouacked  on  the  field,  and,  at  three  o'clock,  A.  M.,  June  29th,  by- 
order  of  General  Toombs,  formed  line  of  battle  with  the  entire  brig 
ade,  and,  at  an  early  hour,  entered  the  enemy's  works  without  much 
resistance,  and  moved  with  the  brigade  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating 
foe,  till  a  late  hour  at  night,  and  bivouacked  in  the  open  air.  Early 
next  morning,  June  30th,  took" up  the  line  of  march,  and  reached 
the  battle-field  at  Frazier's  farm  about  eleven  o'clock,  P.  M,,  and  re- 
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mained  on  the  field  till  dawn,  July  1st ;  then  advanced  in  line  of  bat 
tle,  Captain  George  A.  Pace,  company  B,  being  thrown  forward  as 
skirmishers.  The  advance  continued  till  after  twelve  o'clock,  M., 
when  I  became  completely  exhausted  from  fatigue,  loss  of  sleep  and 
physical  weakness,  (having  been  in  very  feeble  health  for  several 
weeks,)  and  was  compelled  to  leave  the  command  of  the  regiment  for 
a  short  time  to  Major  T.  J.  Smith,  (who  was  also  very  feeble  from 
illness,)  who  led  the  regiments  in  the  engagement  at  Malvern  Hill. 
He  soon  became  exhausted,  and  was  borne  from  the  field.  Captain 
S.  Z.  Heansberger,  the  senior  captain,  assumed  the  command  till  the 
close  of  the  engagement. 

The  list  of  casualties  during  this  engagement  has  also   been    fur 
nished. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  T.  MILLIAN, 
Colonel  \5th  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF^  COLONEL  NEFF. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRTY -THIRD  VIRGINIA  REGIMENT, 

July  8th,  1862. 

Captain  J.  F.  O'BRIEN, 

A.  A.  General,  First  Brigade,  V.  D.  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  opera 
tions  of  the  regiment  under  my  command  in  the  recent  engagements 
with  the  enemy  in  front  of  Richmond: 

The  report  must  necessarily  lack  clearness,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  ground  on  which  we  operated  was  entirely  unknown  to  me. 
There  are  general  landmarks  or  starting  points  with  which  to  locate 
my  position,  yet  I  trust  to  make  myself  tolerably  intelligible. 

We  had  been  halting  on  the  road  leading  along  in  rear  of  the  en 
emy's  right  flank,  until  late  in  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the  27th  of 
June,  when  the  brigade  was  again  put  in  motion  and  marched  on 
down  the  road  for,  perhaps,  two  miles,  when  the  regiments  were  coun 
termarched  and  the  pieces  loaded.  Heavy  firing  was  heard  on  our3 
right,  over  a  line  extending  for  several  miles.  This  firing,  as  I  was 
informed,  was  from  the  divisions  of  Generals  Hill,  Ewell  and  Long- 
street,  who  were  actively  engaging  the  enemy's  right  flank,  posted  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Chickahominy  river  and  occupying  Gaines5 
farm.  Our  brigade  was  immediately  in  rear  of  General  Lawton's 
brigade,  which  was  moving  along  very  slowly  in  the  road  already 
mentioned.  Coming  to  the  end  of  the  woods  which  had  skirted  the 
road  for  a  long  distance,  we  filed  to  the  right,  the  twenty-seventh 
Virginia  leading,  my  regiment  following  injmediately  in  rear.  After 
marching  through  a  clover-field,  by  a  small  white  house,  in  the  edge 
of  the  field,  we  turned  off  to  the  right,  the  men  leaving  their  blankets 
at  the  corner  of  a  narrow  lane,  which  we  now  entered,  marching  di 
rectly  for  the  battle-field.  Our  progress  being  no  longer  obstructed 
by  troops  in  our  front,  we  pushed  rapidly  on  through  pine  thickets 
and  swamps  for  about  a  half  a  mile,  until  we  reached  an  open  plain, 
with  a  wood  in  front,  beyond  which  the  battle  seemed  to  be  raging. 
Shells  were  flying  over  the  field,  and  wounded  and  stragglers  were 
falling  to  the  rear  every  moment.  Some  few  of  the  latter  were  rallied 
and  joined  the  regiment.  On  the  edge  of  this  plain,  the  twenty- 
seventh  and  thirty- third  were  formed  into  line  of  battle,  the  thirty  - 
third  on  the  right,  but  soon  moved  off  again,  marching  by  the  flank, 
the  thirty-third  in  front. 

We  marched  on  in  this  manner  across  the  field  to  an  old  road,  hav 
ing  the  telegraph  wires  extending  along  its  course.  Here  we  halted, 
and  the  brigade  formed  in  column  of  regiments,  thirty-third  in  front. 
Soon  after,  and  near  sundown,  a  line  of  battle  was  formed,  and  the 
whole  line  moved  forward  in  the  direction  of  the  firing,  thirty-third 
on  the  right.  Marching  on,  we  soon  entered  the  woods,  a  portion  of 
which  contained  thick  undergrowth.  The  firing  in  our  front  was  very 
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teavy  ;  shells  were  bursting  over  us,  and  rifle-balls,  pretty  well  spent, 
were  alsp  falling  in  our  inidsfc. 

After  entering  the  woods  some  forfy  or  fifty  paces.  I  came  upon  a 
Georgia  regiment,  lying  in  the  woods,  and  passed  my  men  through 
ill  rear,  where  we  lay  for  the  night,  throwing  out  pickets  on  our  front 
and  flanks. 

Soon  after  taking  this  position,  I  was  joined  by  a  portion  of  the 
regiment  commanded  by  Major  Holladay,  which  had  become  separated 
from  the  rest  of  the  regiment,  in  the  swamp  as  already  mentioned. 
This  portion  of  the  regiment  had  advanced  further  to  our  right  than 
say  of  our  forces,  and  was  fired  upon  by  a  Now  York  regiment,  in- 
fiicting  a  IOSB  upon  us  of  one  man  killed.  The  hostile  regiment  run- 
ring  as  soon  as  it  fired,  no  opportunity  was  given  to  return  their  fire. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  one  killed  and  three  wounded ;  among 
the  wounded,  Lieutenant  Easihara,  company  I. 

Saturday,  28th,  remained  in  one  position  all  day,  men  being  em 
ployed,  a  portion  of  the  day,  in  gathering  arms  and  burying  the  dead 
of  friend  and  foe. 

Sunday,  29th,  inarched  down  to  Grapevine  Bridge,  where  we  re 
gained  for  several  hours,  and  then  retired  to  our  former  position. 

Monday,  30th,  were  aroused  at  half-past  two.  A.  M.  ;  got  under 
forms  and  took  up  the  line  of  march  in  the  direction  of  Grapevine 
Bridge  ;  crossed  the  Chickahotniny  and  marched  to  the  York  River 
railroad  ;  marched  down  the  road  some  distance,  and  then  down  what 
I  was  told  was  the  Williamsburg  road  ;  heard  heavy  firing  in  front  of 
us,  but  did  not  get  under  fire  all  day  ;  bivouacked  at  dark,  near 
White  Oak  Swamp. 

Tuesday,  July  1st,  marched  at  daylight;  crossed  the  swamp  and 
moved  on  in  the  direction  of  James  river.  Do  not  remember  what 
troops  were  immediately  in  our  front;  the  thirty- third  regiment 
marched  in  rear  of  the  brigade.  About  eleven  o'clock  we  filed  into 
a  wood  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  formed  line  of  battle, 
the  thirty-third  on  the  extreme  left.  Remained  in  this  position  a 
considerable  time,  and  then  fell  back  a  short  distance,  to  get  out  of 
the  range  of  shells.  Here  we  remained  until  near  sundown,  when 
we  were  ordered  to  "  attention,"  faced  to  the  left  and  moved  down 
the  road  in  the  direction  of  the  firing,  the  thirty-third  leading.  As 
we  approached  the  scene  of  action,  found  the  firing  very  warm,  shot 
and  shell  flying  over  and  around  us.  We  again  filed  to  the  right  into 
the  woods,  through  which  we  soon  made  our  way,  entered  acorn-field 
'and  inclined  to  the  left,  marching  on  until  we  again  reached  the  main 
road.  On  the  road  we  halted  for  a  moment,  the  men  lying  down 
behind  a  fence  in  the  meantime,  which  afforded  a  partial  protection  ; 
Soon  moved  off  again ;  crossed  the  fence  to  our  left  and  marched  in 
an  oblique  direction,  through  a  thick  undergrowth,  across  a  swamp  ; 
dtambered  up  a  steep  acclivity  on  the  opposite  side  ;  crossed  the  fence, 
find  found  ourselves  on  the  field  of  battle.  It  was  now  quite  dark, 
and  it  was  difficult  to  tell  where  were  our  friends  or  foes.  The  regi 
ment  was  put  in  line  as  well  as  circumstances  would  permit,  the  men 
sheltering  themselves  behind  the  hill  as  much  as  possible,  while  they 
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Delivered  a  pretty  warm  fire  upoa  the  enemy.  We  were  for 
time  unsupported,  and  our  gmail  force  must  certdinly  have  beea 
crushed  by  the  superior  weight  of  the  enemy,  had  they  known  our 
numbers.  We  were  subsequently  joined  by  some  Louisiana  regi 
ments  and  General  Lawton's  brigade.  Considerable  confusion  waB 
created  necessarily  in  the  swamp  and  bushes,  officers  and  men  becom 
ing  separated  and  regiments  more  or  less  intermingled.  Yet,  as  far 
as  my  observation  extended,  both  officers  and  men  behaved  well 
Major  Holiday,  Adjutant  Walton,  Captain  Galliday,  and  Sergeant- 
Major  Baldwin  were  particularly  brought  under  my  notice.  Captain 
(lalliday  was  the  only  captain  in  the  regiment  on  the  occasion.  T ho 
firing  did  not  ceaBe  until  about  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  it  gradually 
died  away,  the  enemy  finally  withdrawing.  The  loss  of  the  regiment 
in  this  engagement  was  four  killed  and  twenty-nine  wounded.  The 
strength  of  the  regiment,  as  ascertained  a  short  time  before  going 
into  the  engagement,  was  one  hundred  and  thirty  rank  and  file. 

The  entire  loss  of  the  regiment  in  the  recent  engagements  before 
Richmond  is  five  killed  and  thirty-two  wounded. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  F.  JNEFF, 
Colonel  Thirty -third    Virginia  Infantry. 


REPORT    OF    CAPTAIN    VERMILLION,    OF    THE    FORTY- 
EIGHTH  REGIMENT  VIRGINIA  VOLUNTEERS. 

CAMP  NEAR  LIBERTY  MILLS,  Tuesday,  July  22,  1862. 

The  regiment  was  first  ordered  to  the  scene  of  action  Friday,  the 
2?th  ultimo.  Marched  in  line  of  battle  where  the  enemy  made  his 
first  stand,  when  the  brigade  was  halted,  and  lay  in. line  of  battle  till 
morning.  In  our  advance  to  this  point,  four  men  were  wounded 
(slightly)  in  the  regiment.  The  command  remained  near  this  field 
till  Monday  morning,  when  it  again  took  up  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy — 
camping  Monday  night  near  White  Oak  Station.  Tuesday,  the  regi 
ment,  together  with  the  remainder  of  the  brigade,  formed  a  supporting 
line  in  rear  of  the  first  brigade,  and  thus  spent  most  of  the  day  near 
the  battle-field.  About  dark,  it  was  ordered  to  the  field,  where  it 
spent  the  night.  The  enemy's  bombs  were  a  great  annoyance  this  day, 
and  wounded  (slightly)  one  captain  and  two  privates  in  the  regiment. 
These  are  the  positions  taken  by  the  forty- eighth  regiment  in  the 
bottles  in  front  of  Richmond. 

JOHN  M.  VERMILLION, 
Captain,  commanding  Forty-Eighth  Regiment  Virginia  Vote. 


CAPTAIN    MOSELY'S    REPORT    OF  THE    TWENTY-FIRST 
VIRGINIA  REGIMENT. 

» 
CAMP  NEAR  GORDONSVILLE,  July  24,  1862. 

R.  N.  WILSON, 

A.  A.  General  Second  Brigade,  V.  I).: 

The  above-named  regiment,  under  the  command  of  Major  Mosely, 
was  held  in  reserve  the  most  of  the  27th  of  June,  and  about  sunset 
was  ordered  to  advance.  When  it  arrived  at  Cold  Harbor,  it  spent 
the  night  on  its  arms.  Saturday  and  Sunday,  the  28th  and  29th, 
it  spent  near  Cold  Harbor,  in  a  state  of  inactivity.  On  Monday,  the 
30th,  it  crossed  over  the  Chickahominy,  and  spent  the  night  in  the 
neighborhood  of  White  Oak  Swamp,  in  camp.  Tuesday,  1st  July,  il 
spent  mostly  on  the  road,  thence  to  Malvern  Hill,  and  at  sunset,  it 
formed  the  line  of  battle  in  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road,  near 
the  last  named  place,  where  it  remained,  under  a  heavy  shelling,  until 
dark,  when  it  moved  by  its  left  flank,  and  spent  the  night  on  the 
roadside,  just  in  front  of  Malvern  Hill,  on  its  arms.  The  next  day, 
July  2d,  spent  in  camp,  at  Low  Swamp  Church  ;  and  on  Thursday, 
the  3d,  it  retraced  its  footsteps,  and  camped  near  W^hite  Oak  Swamp 
that  night.  Friday,  the  4th,  it  was  ordered  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Westover,  where  it  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  all  the  rest  of  the 
day  and  took  up  camp  in  the  woods  on  its  left,  where  it  remained 
till  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  7th,  when  it  moved  forward  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  and  spent  the  day  in  line  of  battle,  on  picket. 
That  evening  it  fell  back  several  miles,  and  camped  for  the  night. 
Tuesday,  the  8th,  it  marched  to  a  piece  of  woods  several  miles  west 
of  White  Oak  Swamp,  at  which  place  it  staid  one  day,  and  then 
directed  itself  towards  Richmond,  at  which  place  it  arrived  10th  July. 

WM.  P.  MOSELY, 
Captain,  commanding  Twenty-First  Virginia  Regiment. 


ItEPORT  OF  COLONEL  BAYLOR. 

4 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  REGIMENT  UIRGINFA  INFANTRY,  > 

July  9,  1862.  S 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  chat,  on  the  afternoon  of  Fri 
day  the  2?th  ultimo,  in  obedience  to  orders  of  Brigadier  General 
Winder,  I  prepared  my  regiment  for  immediate  action. 

It  was  marching  left  in  front,  and,  in  the  rapid  movement  forward, 
was  partly  cut  in  two  by  the  second  brigade,  which  create'd  some  con- 
t'nsion  in  the  right  companies,  and  resulted  in  depriving  me  of  some 
of  my  best  men,  who  in  the  confusion  and  rapid  movements,  lost  their 
v»ay  and  uere  unable  to  join  me  during  the  battle.  I  am  happy,  how- 
over,  to  state  that  some  of  those  who,  were  thus  cut  off,  joined  them 
selves  to  other  regiments  and  no  doubt  did  their  duty  as  soldiers  of  the 
first  brigade. 

On  arriving  at  cr  near  the  "tavern,"  I,  with  the  second  Virginia, 
was  ordered  to  support  several  batteries  that  were  being  placed  in 
position  just  to  the  front  of  it,  which  order  I  promptly  executed,  mov 
ing  my  regiment  to  the  support  cf  the  left  battery,  leaving  the  right 
for  the  second  regiment.  This  disposition  had  hardly  been  made 
before  the  news  came  ( I  don't  no  how  )  "  they  are  driving  our  men 
back  ;"  and  now  Brigadier  General  Winder  ordered  the  brigade  for 
ward,  then  placing  my  regiment  on  the  left  and  the  second  regiment 
immediately  on  its  right,  the  movement  was  made  at  a  rapid  pace 
through  swamps  and  bogs  and  thick  undergrowth  which  made  it  ex 
ceedingly  difficult  to  keep  the  proper  alignment.  From  the  moment 
of  my  being  placed  in  position  to  support  the  battery,  the  shells  from 
the  enemy's  batteries  fell  around  us  thick  and  fast,  and  yet  my  men, 
like  veterans,  pressed  on  to  the  front  with  a  spirit  and  determination 
which  afterwards  contributed 'to  the  complete  success  of  cur  General's 
undertaking.  After  emerging  from  the  woods,  there  was  an  open  and 
almost  naked  field,  ascending  by  a  regular  inclined  plain  for  almost 
one  thousand  yards  to  the  top  of  McGee's  hill,  on  which  the  enemy 
was  posted  in  strong  force,  both  of  artillery  and  infantry.  Being 
ordered  to  charge,  in  conuection  with  the  entire  brigade,  and  to  keep 
my  right  resting  upon  the  left  of  the  second  regiment,  I  found  great 
difficulty  in  doin^  so  from  the  constant  obliquing  of  the  brigade  to 
the  right.  It  was  now  dusk,  and  I  could  hardly  see  the  left  of  the 
second  ;  but  I  urged  my  men  forward,  being  guided  by  the  cheering 
more  than  by  the  sight  of  that  regiment. 

The  charge  was  executed  in  gallant  style  and  at  a  double  quick, 
until  I  arrived  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  U-p  of  the 
hill,  when  I  ordered  a  halt,  seeing  that  the  second  regiment  had  halted, 
closed  up  the  regiment,  and  opened  a  fire  upon  the  enemy.  By  this 
time  I  found  that  my  regiment  had  become  separated  a  considerable 
distance  iroin  the  second  regiment,  and  discovered  a  regiment  lying 
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down  between  the  two,  somewhat  to  the  rear.  My  right  had  ran  over 
part  of  this  regiment  in  the  charge,  and  I  am  informed  that  previously 
my  left  had  done  the  same  thing  tor  another  regiment  which  was  lying 
down  and  in  its  way.  Whilst  my  regiment  was  engaged  in  action  to 
the  front,  I  ascertained  that  the  regiment  lying  down  between  mine 
and  the  second  regiment,  was  the  thirty-eighth  Georgia.  Upon  asking 
for  its  colonel,  I  was  informed  that  all  of  its  field  officers  were  wounded 
and  that  Captain  Lawton,  A.  A.  General  and  chief  of  Brigadier  Gen 
eral  Lawton's  staff,  was  controlling  it.  He  replied  that  it  had  no  am 
munition.  I  enquired  if  he  had  bayonets,  and  whether  he  would  fill 
up  the  space  between  me  and  the  second  regiment  in  the  charge.  He 
replied  that  he  would,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that,  upon  my 
giving  the  order  to  charge,  he  moved  up  in  fine  style,  and  assisted  in 
holding  the  hill  during  the  night. 

The  whole  line  in  this  last  and  successful  charge  obliqued  to  the 
right,  and  the  right  of  my  regiment  obliqued  the  road  in  which  it  cap- 
turned  two  Parrott  pieces  in  battery,  which,  from  their  heated  condi 
tion,  had  evidently  been  used  very  freely  and  with  terrible  effect  upon 
our  forces.  The  enemy  retired  slowly,  and,  to  the  best  of  my  knowl 
edge,  did  not*  abandon  the  pieces  and  their  position  until  our  line  had 
approached  to  within  seventy-five  yards  of  his 

Not  stopping  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  I  moved  forward  to  a  fence 
some  fifty  yards  to  the  front  and  placed  the  regiment  behind  it,  nearly 
in  line  with  me  balance  of  the  brigade.  Whilst  there,  a  battery  of 
ours,  on  our  left,  fired  a  discharge  of  canister.,  which  enfiladed  my 
entire  line,  but  providentially  hurt  no  one,  I  speak  it  to  the  praise 
of  my  regiment,  that  whilst  this  discharge  cut  all  ground  them,  it 
showed  no  symptoms  of  alarm,  but  remained  steady  and  firm  until 
one  of  the  privates  gave  notice  to  the  battery  that  we  were  friends. 
Under  orders,  I  afterwards  moved  further  forward,  and  subsequently 
withdrew  with  the  whole  line  to  the  top  of  the  hill  and  threw  oui 
pickets  some  distance  to  the  front.  I  immediately  called  for  company 
L  to  man  the  two  pieces  captured,  but  ascertained  that  Captain  Burke 
and  First  Lieutenant  Swope,  and  nine  men  were  wounded — leaving 
only  one  officer  and  nine  men  unhurt.  I  ordered  him  to  take  command 
of  one  of  the  pieces  and  load  it  with  canister,  but  he  ascertained  that 
the  enemy  had  used  every  charge  but  two,  one  of  which  was  found  in 
the  limber  box,  the  other  reversed  in  one  of  the  guns  I  reported 
these  facts  to  General  Winder.  My  men  got-  but  little  repose,  as  we 
had  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy  intended  to  attack  us 
during  the  night.  I  found  several  wounded  North  Carolinians  near 
the  top  of  the  hill,  from  which  I  inferred  that  the  hill  had  been  in 
our  possession  and  retaken  by  the  enemy  prior  to  our  coming  forward. 
I  afterwards  ascertained  that  my  inference  was  correct.  I  sent  out 
details,  as  early  as  practicable,  to  take  care  of  my  wounded  and  to  bury 
the  dead. 

I  cannot  undertake  to  mention  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers.  All 
did  their  duty.  Captajn  Wm.  II.  Randolph  was  killed  by  my  side, 
urging  his  men  on  to  the  charge.  A  braver  officer  never  poured  out 
his  blood  for  his  country.  Captain  Fletcher  and  Captain  Burke 
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wounded  and  disabled  whilst  in  the  fearless  discharge  of  their  duty. 
Lieutenant  Swope,  Lieutenant  Rieser,  and  Lieutenant  Brown,  and 
others,  were  also  wounded  in  the  midst  of  the  fight,  whilst  the  offi 
cers  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  escape  unhurt,  did  everything  that 
brave  men  could  do  and  were  foremost  in  the  strife.  Lieutenant 
McRamey,  after  fighting  bravely  through  the  battle,  was  wounded  by 
the  accidental  discharge  of  a  musket.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Funk 
again  proved  himself  efficient,  cool,  and  brave,  doing  all  that  an  offi 
cer  could  do  towards  the  achievement  which  blessed'our  brigade  with 
a  glorious  triumph.  Captain  Roberts,  acting  major,  managed  the 
left  of  the  regiment  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  and  behaved  with 
intrepidity  and  daring  throughout  the  entire  engagement.  Whilst  I 
feel  unable  to  do  justice  to  the  officers,  I  find  it  impossible  to  give 
too  much  praise  to  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  who, 
without.the  hope  of  praise  or  the  incentives  of  promotion  behaved 
like  heroes  under  the  most  trying  circumstances.  Their  reward  will, 
I  trust,  soon  be  realized  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  that  liberty  for 
which  they  have  so  cheerfully  and  nobly  struggled.  I  feel  it  but 
right  to  mention  Mr.  S.  H.  Bell  and  Mr.  Wm.  J.  Hunter,  citizens  of 
Augusta  county,  for  their  prompt  and  humane  efforts  in  attending  to 
and  removing  the  wounded  and  burying  the  dead.  The  list  of  casual 
ties  hereto  appended,  is,  thanks  to  a  protecting  Providence,  small 
owing  to  the  interposition  of  the  darkness  of  night  aijd  the  over 
shooting  of  the  enemy. 

On  Tuesday,  the  1st  day  of  July,  by  order  of  General  Winder,  I 
had  placed  my  regiment  in  the  woods  in  rear  of  the  battle-field.  I 
had  scarcely  gotten  into  position  before  a  Parrott  shell  wounded  Cap 
tain  Fletcher.  This  gallant  young  officer  had,  on  so  many  occasions, 
proved  himself  so  brave  as  to  be  the  idol  of  his  company,  and  of  the 
entire  regiment.  His  last  words  on  the  field  were  words  of  encour 
agement  to  his  men.  General  Winder  ordered  me  to  move  back  some 
distance  and  out  of  the  range  ef  the  guns.  I  had  hardly  executed  the 
order  before  another  shell  exploded  in  the  line,  killing  one  and 
wounding  four  privates.  The  brigade  was  then  moved  still  further 
back.  I  obtained  permission  of  General  Winder  to  go  to  the  rear  to 
look  after  my  wounded,  and  whilst  there  was  informed  that  the  brig 
ade  was  moving  to  the  front.  With  difficulty  1  reached  the  head  of 
my  regiment,  just  as  it  filed  to  the  right  into  the  woods.  The  blocked 
up  condition  of  the  roads  compelled  the  regiment  to  move  in  single 
file,  which  scattered  it  very  much.  Having  received  no  orders,  I 
followed  the  regiment  across  a  corn-field,  until  I  arrived  at  a  wood 
and  found  it  posted  in  a  ravine,  which  seemed  to  be  providentially 
placed  in  our  way  as  a  breastwork  against  the  terrific  shower  of 
shell  and  grape.  I  soon  after  met  Colonel  Botts,  who  in 
formed  me  that  he  had  lost  the  balance  of  the  brigade.  After  re 
maining  in  this  perilous  situation,  in  which  our  men  were  unable  to 
do  any  good,  and  were  in  very  great  danger,  and  finding  it  impossible 
to  join  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  Colonel  Botts  $nd  I,  on  consultation, 
determined  to  fall  back  to  the  road,  which  we  succeeded  in  doing,  with 
but  a  few  wounded.  I  gathered  the  scattered  men  of  the  brigade, 
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assisted  by  Colonel  Botts,  and  moved  along  the  road  until  1  received 
orders  to  halt  and  rest.  •  It  is  a  great  source  of  regret  to  me  and  my 
regiment  that  we  were  unable  to  be  with  our  old  companions  and 
where  we  could  have  rendered  them  some  assistance.  As  it  was,  we 
were  almost  as  much  exposed. 

A  list  of  the  casualties  of  this  day  is  also  appended. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  H.  BAYLOR, 
Colonel  Fifth  Virginia  Infantry. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  H.  P.  JONES, 

HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  BATTALION,      ) 
Near  Redoubt  3,  July  15.  1862.  v 

Captain  A.  I).  PENDLETON, 

A,  A.  General.  Reserve  Artillery  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  battalion  of  the  Reserve  Artillery,  in  the  late  engage 
ments  before  Richmond  : 

Having  been  assigned,  with  the  batteries  of  Captains  Rhett, 
Clark,  and  Peyton  (that  of  the  latter  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Fry  in  the  absence  of  the  captain  who  is  sick,)  to'act  as  reserve  to 
General  D.  H.  Hill's  divivion,  we  left  our  camp  on  the  Williamsburg 
road  on  the  night  of  Wednesday  25th  ultimo,  with  the  other  batteries 
of  the  division,  marching  in  the  direction  of  Mechanicsville. 

Captain  Rhett  had  previously  been  ordered  to  report  for  duty  with 
General  Ripley's  brigade,  and  with  it  about  four,  P.  M.,  of  Thursday, 
crossed  the  Chickahominy  in  advance  of  other  troops  of  the  division. 
He  experienced  some  difficulty  in  crossing,  on  account  of  the  destruc 
tion  of  the  bridges  over  the  stream  by  the  enemy.  He  succeeded, 
with  the  help  of  the  pioneer  corps,  in  rendering  the  bridge  passable* 
and  crossed  with  his  battery  and  engaged,  in  a  very  spirited  manner, 
the  enemy's  batteries,  which  he  coritiaued  to  do,  changing  his  posi 
tion  whenever  he  found  that  the  enemy  had  his  range,  until  ordered 
to  cease  firing,  about  nine  P.  M.  In  this  engagement  he  suffered 
from  a  cross  fire  of  th/3  enemy,  and  had  eleven  men  and  six  horses 
wounded.  As  soon  as  the  passage  was  opened,  I  crossed  with  the  two 
remaining  batteries,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  near  Mechanics- 
ville. 

The  next  morning,  we  were  awakened  by  a  few  shots  of  the  enemy, 
which  passed  over  us  without  doing  any  damage.  Receiving  an  order 
to  carry  a  battery  to  the  top  of  the  hill  in  rear,  and  protected  by  one 
of  the  enemy's  redoubts,  I  ordered  Captain  Clark  to  this  position. 
Here,  with  other  batteries  of  the  division,  he  fired  several  rounds  at 
the  earthworks  of  the  enemy,  on  the  opposite  side  of  a  ravine  in  front 
of  us,  but  received  no  reply.  The  division  then  took  up  the  line  of 
march,  with  the  reserve  batteries  in  the  rear.  The  line  was  halted  at 
Cold  Harbor,  and  Captain  Rhett's  battery  was  ordered  to  the  front  to 
support  Captain  Bo'ndurant's  lattery,  which  was  actively  engaged 
with  a  battery  of  the  enemy.  I  also  ordered  Captain  Clark  and  Lieu 
tenant  Fry  to  bring  their  batteries  up  in  easy  supporting  distance, 
sheltering  them  as  much  as  possible  from  the  fire  'of  the  enemy,  which 
enfiladed  the  road,  by  placing  them  in  a  ravine  to  the  left  of  the  road. 
Subsequently,  I  ordered  the  two  reserve  batteries  on  the  right  of  the 
line,  Captain  Rhett  retaining  his  position,  but,  by  a  new  disposition 
of  the  forces,  being  on  the  left.  This  new  disposition  of  the  li»e  fin- 
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sbled  the  batteries  to  open  OR  the  enemy,  \vblch  they  could  not  do  be 
fore,  owing  to  our  troops  being  between  the  enemy's  and  our  batte 
ries.  Captain  Clark  and  Lieutenant  Fry  were  still  held  in  reserve  to 
eapport  the  attack  of  the  infantry,  and  here  they  were  exposed  to  an 
annoying  fire  of  the  enemy's  battery,  which  was  to  our  left  and  front. 
Captain  Rhett's,  with  other  batteries  of  the  division  engaged  the  en 
emy's  battery  and  soon  succeeded  in  silencing  it.  In  this  he  had  two 
men  and  one  horse  killed  and  three  wounded.  We  again  bivouacked 
for  the  night  in  the  position  we  had  fought  in. 

At  three,  A.  M.,  of  Saturday,  we  were  ordered  to  move  forward  to 
a  position  at  Dr.  Games'  house,  where  we  remained,  expecting  the 
enemy's  batteries  to  open  upon  us  until  twelve  M.,  when  we  went  for 
ward  and  took  position  on  the  hill  overlooking  the  approach  to  Grape 
vine  Bridge.  Here  we  remained  until  two,  A.  M  ,  Monday  morn 
ing,  when  we  commenced  to  cross  the  stream  —  the  bridge  over  which 
had  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  and  had  to  be  reconstructed  by  our 


We  continued  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  until  about  twelve  or  one 
o'clock  in  the  day,  when  we  came  up  with  him  at  White  Oak  Swamp. 
Here  he  occupied  a  position  on  the  hill  oposite,  with  twelve  pieces 
m  sight. 

All  the  batteries  of  the  division  were  ordered  to  the  front,  and  en 
gaged  the  enemy,  forcing  him  to  change  his  position  in  a  very  short 
time,  which  he  did,  leaving  three  of  his  guns  disabled  on  the  field. 
Taking  up  a  position  to  the  right  of  his  former  one,  and  having  other 
batteries  there,  he  again  opened  on  us,  and  the  firing  continued  ob 
stinately,  with  slight  intermissions,  until  night. 

In  this  position,  the  batteries  of  my  battalion  were  more  exposed, 
on  account  of  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  consequently  suffered 
more  than  others.  I  should  mention  that  Colonel  Crutchfield  was  in 
command  on  this  occasion. 

Captain  Rhett  lost  two  men  killed  and  two  wounded  ;  also  one 
horse  killed  and  two  wounded.  In  the  three  engagements,  he  ex 
pended  thirteen  hundred  and  twenty  rounds. 

Captain  Clark  lost  one  man  killed  and  five  wounded;  two  wheels 
were  seriously  damaged. 

Captain  Clark,  at  Mechanicsville  and  White  Oak  Swamp,  expended 
three  hundred  and  ninety-two  rounds. 

Lieutenant  Fry  had  two  men  wounded  and  three  horses  killed,  and 
fired  three  hundred  and  ninety  rounds  of  ammunition. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  the  1st  instant,  we  were  ordered  back  to 
Seven  Pines  to  refit,  where  we  remained  until  Thursday,  the  3d, 
when  we  again  joined  the  division  below  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  re 
turned  with  it  to  our  camp  on  the  Williamsburg  road  on  Thursday, 
10th  instant. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  report  that  Captain  Rhett's  battery  was  in 
three  engagements,  and  the  other  two,  although  in  but  one,  were  still 
exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy  on  another  occasion. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  gallantry  of  both  officers 
and  men  of  the  battalion  ;  not  only  their  gallantry  in  the  field,  but 
38 


594 
% 

the  cheerful  spirit  with  which  they  endured  the  hardships  of  the  event 
ful  war.  As  a  proof  of  the  heroic  and  dutiful  spirit  of  the  men  I 
cite,  with  pride,  the  fact,  during  the  whole  time,  there  was  not  a  single 
straggler  from  the  ranks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  P.  JONES, 
Major,  commanding  Battalion. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  HENRY  LAW. 

CAMP  NEAR  LIBERTY  MILLS,  VIRGINIA,  >  ; 
July  23,  1862.      J 

R.  N.  WILSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General ; 

SIR  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  arid  in  absence  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Wm.  Martin,  who  was  in  command  of  the  regiment  at  that  time,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  forty-second  regiment 
Virginia  volunteers,  in  the  recent  battles  in  front  of  Richmond,  com 
mencing  the  26th  June.  Early  on  Friday  morning,  the  27th,  heavy 
firing  was  heard  in  front,  which  gradually  receded  down  the  Chicka- 
hominy  river,  on  the  north  side,  until  late  in  the  evening.  The  sec 
ond  brigade,  to  which  this  regiment  is  attached,  was  in  the  rear,  and 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham,  was  ordered  up 
After  being  marched  some  two  miles  very  rapidly,  it  came  up  where 
the  battle  seemed  to  be  raging  the  fiercest.  The  regiment  was  imme 
diately  formed  in  line  of  battle  and  marched  across  a  field  on  the 
right,  which  was  done  in  good  order.  Just  as  the  regiment  came  up, 
the  enemy,  which  was  occupying  a  strong  position  in  a  piece  of 
woods,  immediately  in  our  front,  gave  way,  leaving  many  dead  and 
wounded  on  the  field  and  in  the  woods.  The  regiment  was  then 
marched  across  the  woods,  and,  in  its  march,  captured  thirty  or  forty 
prisoners,  mostly  unhurt,  who  had  secreted  themselves  in  the  thick 
brush  and  felled  timber.  Tho  regiment  was  then  halted  in  line  of 
battle  and  laid  upon  its  arms  during  the  night  on  the  battle-field. 
None  of  the  regiment  were  hurt. 

Early  Saturday  morning,  28th,  the  regiment  was  marched  down 
the  road,  passing  Camp  Lincoln,  and  was  advanced  towards  the  bridge 
crossing  Chickahominy  river.  *The  regiment  was  again  ordered  back, 
and  ordered  to  the  forks  of  the  road  at  a  mill  to  the  left  of  Chicka 
hominy  bridge,  where  the  regiment  remained  during  the  day,  and 
captured  three  prisoners,  one  of  which  was  wounded.  At  night  the 
regiment  was  marched  back  to  camp;  and  again,  on  the  29th,  re 
turned  to  the  same  post,  where  it  remained  until  about  noon,  when  it 
was  ordered  across  the  Chickahominy  river,  crossing  the  bridge  and 
taking  the  road  by  the  way  of  Savages'  Station.  Nothing  worthy  of 
note  occurred  until  Tuesday  evening,  July  1st.  when  heavy  firing 
was  again  heard  immediately  in  front,  when  the  regiment,  in  con 
junction  with  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  was  ordered  up  and 
took  position  in  the  woods,  near  Malvern  Hill,  where  numerous  shell 
were  thrown  by  the  enemy,  but  did  the  regiment  no  damage.  After 
remaining  at  this  point  some  time,  the  regiment  was  ordered  along 
the  road,  and  in  the  direction  of  the  battle,  but  before  it  reached  the 
field  the  battle  had  nearly  ceased,  when  it  was  ordered  to  hold  the 
field,  in  conjunction  with  other  regiments,  which  it  did,  lying  on  ita 
arms  during  the  night. 


The  next  morning,  the  regiment  was  ordered  back  to  camp,  near 
lurch.     After  this,  nothing  worthy  of  special  note  occurred. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  LAW, 
Major  commanding  regiment. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  LEIGH  OF  FIRST  VIRGINIA  BAT 
TALION. 

HEADQ'RS  FI-RST  VIRGINIA  BATTALION,  P.  A.,  C.  S., 

Camp-near  Liberty  Mills,  July  22,  1862. 
Captain  R.  N.  WILSON, 

A.  A.  General,  Second  Brigade,  V.  D. 

CAPTAIN  :  In  obedience  to  an  order  to  that  effect,  I  have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  battalion  in 
the  recent  operations  near  Richmond  : 

On  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  27th  of  June,  the  battalion  was  en 
camped  along  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  at  a  point  on  the  Meadow 
Bridge  road,  in  Hanover  county,  about  twelve  miles  from  Richmond. 
About  sunrise  we  were  aroused  by  the  sound  of  cannon  in  the  direc 
tion  of  Cold  Harbor,  and  immediately  marched  towards  it.  After 
numerous  and  long  halts,  we  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  battle-field, 
about  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  were  ordered  forward  into  ac 
tion.  As  the  brigade  hastened  onward,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunning 
ham,  who  was  then  in  command  of  it,  ordered  it  to  move  forward  at 
double-quick  time.  But  this  order  was  not  communicated  to  me,  and 
as  the  battalion  was  in  rear  of  the  brigade,  and  the  route  lay  across 
several  marshy  streams  and  through  a  body  of 'woods,  I  did  not  per 
ceive  that  the  rest  of  the  brigade  was  rapidly  separating  itself  from 
us.  .On  emerging  from  the  woods,  I  was,  therefore,  surprised  to  find 
that  the  rest  of  the  brigade  was  out  of  sight.  At  this  juncture,  an 
orderly,  Mr.  Price,  came  with  orders  to  guide  us  to  the  brigade ;  but 
it  had  moved  so  rapidly  that  he  was  himself  unable  to  find  it.  Send 
ing  Mr.  Price  to  seek  for  the  brigade,  I  continued  to  lead  the  battal 
ion  forward,  and,  after  proceeding  a  short  distance,  met  Mr.  SamueL 
D.  Mitchell,  who  was  then  acting  as  aid-de-camp  to  Brigadier  Gene 
ral  Winder,  and  had  orders  to  conduct  the  brigade  to  a  position  in 
rear  of  that  occupied  by  the  first  brigade.  Mr.  Mitchell  went  on  in 
search  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham,  and  I  thought  it  best  to 
carry  the  battalion  at  once  to  the  position  assigned  to  the  brigade. 

Upon  our  coming  up  to  the  first  brigade,  General  Winder  ordered 
me  to  form  the  battalion  in  line  of  battle  a  few  paces  in  rear  of  the 
first  brigade.  We  remained  there,  under  quite  a  severe  artillery  fire>. 
until  about  half-past  seven  o'clock,  when  General  Winder  ordered  the 
first  brigade,  the  battalion,  and  several  other  regiments,  to  form  in 
line  of  battle  and  move  forward  to  charge  the  enemy  in  front  of  us. 
The  battalion  occupied  the  centre  of  the  line.  We  advanced  in  this 
manner  across  one  or  two  small  swamps,  through  some  wooded  land, 
and  over  some  open  fields,  driving  the  enemy  before  us  from  one  posi 
tion  to  another,  until  we  approached  a  body  of  woods  beyond  the 
house  subsequently  occupied  by  General  Winder  as  his  headquarters 
By  this  time  it  had  become  quite  dark,  and  for  this  reason,  I  presume, 
General  Winder  ordered  us  to  halt. 

We  shortly  afterwards  retired  to  a  position  in  front  of  the  house 
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just  mentioned.  We  lay  there  upon  our  arms  all  night,  in  the  midst 
of  the  enemy's  dead  and  wounded.  During  the  charge,  the  fire  of 
the  enemy  was,  at  times,  quite  severe  ;  and,  at  one  point,  three  of 
the  men  in  the  battalion  were  wounded  within  a  few  moments  of  each 
other.  They  were :  First  Sergeant  Everett  and  fourth  Sergeant 
McFarland,  of  company  A,  and  private  Lewis  Beckman,  of  company 
C.  Sergeant  Everett  was  shot  through  the  bladder*,  and  has  since 
died.  He  was  an  old  soldier,  although  not  an  old  man,  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  his  duties,  and  uniformly  diligent  in  the  discharge  of 
them.  I  believe  he  has  left  no  braver  and  no  better  soldier  behind 
him.  His  loss  is  irreparable  to  his  company. 

On  Saturday,  the  S8th  of  June,  the  battalion  rejoined  the  brigade, 
and  remained  with  it  at  Cold  Harbor  all  day. 

On  Sunday,  the  29th  of  June,  ^Brigadier  General  Jones  assumed 
the  command  of  the  brigade.  We  marched  to  the  bridge  across  the 
Chickahominy,  but  it  was  not  in  a  condition  to  enable  us  to  pass,  and 
we  returned  to  our  camping  ground  of  the  previous  day. 

On  Monday,  the  30th  of  June,  the  brigade  crossed  the  Chicka 
hominy,  and  proceeded  to  a  point  near  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  in 
Henrico  county,  where  it  halted  for  the  night. 

On  Tuesday,  the  1st  of  July,  the  brigade  crossed  the  White  Oak 
Swamp  and  proceeded  towards  Malvern  Hill.  In  the  latter  part  of 
the  day,  a  heavy  cannonade  to  the  front  announced  to  us  the  conflict 
which  was  then  in  progress.  A  little  after  five  o'clock  we  were 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  about  one  hundred  paces  in  rear  of  the 
first  brigade,  in  a  body  of  woods  beyond  a  church,  of  which  I  have 
been  unable  to  ascertain  the  name.  Whilst  we  were  in  these  woods, 
a  number  of  the  enemy's  shell  exploded  near  us,  and  we  shifted  our 
position  several  times  to  get  out  of  their  exact  range.  About  sunset 
we  were  ordered  forward.  We  marched  slowly  down  the  road,  under 
a  terrific  fire  from  a  battery  which  perfectly  commanded  it,  and  which 
threw  its  shells  with  great  accuracy.  Some  confusion  occurred 
amongst  the  troops  in  front  of  us,  and  we  were  kept  marching  and 
counter-marching  along  the  road  in  question  for  several  hours.  Fi 
nally,  we  proceeded  across  a  small  stream  to  the  crest  of  a  hill,  and 
remained  there,  in  the  midst  of  the  dead  and  wounded,  until  the  fol 
lowing  morning. 

Brigadier  General  Jones  was  disabled  early  in  the  night  by  a  con 
tusion  on  the  knee  from  a  piece  of  a  shell,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Cunningham  commanded  the  brigade  during  the  remainder  of  the 
night.  Notwithstanding  the  terrible  fire  to  which  we  were  so  long 
exposed,  no  one  in  the  battalion  was  injured  on  this  occasion. 

On  Wednesday,  the  2nd  of  July,  we  encamped  near  the  church  I 
have  mentioned. 

On  Thursday,  the  3rd  of  July,  we  shifted  our  camp  to  a  point  a 
mile  or  two  distant,  on  the  road  to  the  Long  Bridge. 

On  Friday,  the  4th  of  July,  we  marched  to  an  open  field,  near  the 
enemy's  encampment  at  Westover.  We  lay  in  this  field  in  line  of 
battle  till  the  evening,  and  then  encamped  in  a  neighboring  body  of 
woods. 
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On  Saturday,  the  5th,  and  Sunday,  the  6th  of  July,  we  laid  in  camp. 

On  Monday,  the  7th  of  July,  the  brigade,  along  with  other  troops, 
relieved  General  Whiting's  division  as  advanced  guard.  We  laid  on 
picket  near  the  enemy's  lines  until  evening,  when  we  were  ordered  to 
move  back  a  short  distance  to  the  rear. 

On  Tuesday,  the  8th,  Wednesday,  the  9th,  and  Thursday,  the  10th 
of  July,  we  marched  back  towards  Richmond,  and,  on  the  last  named 
day,  we  encamped  at  a  point  near  that  at  which  the  Mechanicsville 
turnpike  crosses  the  Chickahominy  river. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  taking  the  occasion  to  bear 
my  testimony  to  the  courage  and  fortitude  with  which  the  officers  and 
men  met  and  endured  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  the  memorable 
days  in  question. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  LEIGH, 
Captain  commanding  the  Battalion 


REPORT    OF  MAJOR  BEYY   OF  FOURTH   GEORGIA   BAT- 

TALION. 

CAMP  NEAR  MAGRUDER'S  MILLS,  VIRGINIA,  ) 
July  27,  1862.      V 

Captain  EDWARD  W.  HULL, 

Asssisttmt  Adjutant  General : 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor,  respectfully,  to  make,  for  the  informs 
tion  of  the  Brigadier  General  commanding,  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  fourth  battalion  Georgia  volunteers,  in  the  action 
before  Richmond,  on  the  627th  June  : 

The  battalion  did  not  get  into  action  until  about  five  o'clock,  P.  M. 
We  were  then  ordered  through  a  piece  of  woods,  and  while  goiog 
through,  were  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell  as  well  as  musketry , 
from  the  enemy.  On  emerging  from  the  woods  we  found  near  us  sev 
eral  regiments  of  Confederate  troop.%  and  here  halted,  as  there  was 
no  General  officer  present,  we  having  become  separated  from  our  bri 
gade  in  coming  through  the  woods.  "While  watting  here,  a  regiment 
of  the  enemy  which  proved  to  be  the  third  New  Jersey,  emerged  from 
the  woods  on  our  right.  Fire  was  immediately  opened  upon  it,  and 
it  fled  precipitately,  and  were  nearly  all  captured  by  some  regiments 
of  our  troops  stationed  to  the  right  of  our  brigade.  Major  Burney, 
of  the  third  New  Jersey,  and  several  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  here  fell  into  our  hands.  We  remained  at  this  point  some 
time  (probably  half  an  hour)  when  General  Lawton  came  to  us  and 
was  personally  cognizant  of  affairs  from  that  time  until  the  firing 
ceased  for  the  night. 

I  would  respectfully  mention  to  the  Brigadier  General  commanding 
the  efficient  aid  rendered  the  field  officers,  by  Adjutant  B.  F.  Keller, 
who  was  at  all  time3  at  his  post  regardless  of  danger.  I  would  also 
respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  Brigadier  General  to  the  fact 
that,  after  the  firing  had  ceased  for  the  night,  private  John  W.  Mack, 
company  C,  fourth  battalion  Georgia  volunteers,  while  unarmed,  cap 
tured  in  the  woods  one  lieutenant,  one  sergeant  and  two  privates  of 
the  first  New  Jersey  regiment  all  armed,  disarmed  them,  brought 
them  into  camp  alone,  and  delivered  them  to  his  captain. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  J.  BEVY, 
Major  Fourth  Battalion  Georgia  Volunteeis. 

P.  S. — I  make  this  report  in  the  absence  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Stiles,  by  order  of  General  Lawton. 

THOMAS  J.  BEVY,  Major. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN    BATTEY  OF  THIRTY-EIGHTH 
GEORGIA  REGIMENT. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRTY-EIGHTH  REGIMENT  GEORGIA  VOLS.,  > 
Camp  near  Gordonsville,  July  27,  1862.      > 

Captain  EDWARD  W   HULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

CAPTAIN  :  In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  you,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  my  regiment  bore  in 
the  late  series  of  actions  before  Richmond  : 

Not  being  in  command  in  the  commencement  of  the  battle  of  the 
27th  of  June,  and  my  attention  being  chiefly  directed  to  my  company, 
I  of  course  am  not  able  to  furnish  as  complete  a  statement  of  that 
portion  of  the  engagement  as  I  otherwise  would  have  been. 

At  about  five  o'clock,  on  the  evening  of  the  above  mentioned  day, 
the  order  was  passed  down  our  line,  to  accelerate  our  pace,  which  my 
regiment  promptly  obeyed,  casting  away  all  articles  which  encumbered 
them  ;  thus  alternately  marching  and  double-quicking,  we  entered 
the  battle  field.  Here  we  formed  line  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade, 
our  right  flank  towards  the  enemy.  We  then  marched  in  column  in 
the  direction  our  right  previously  occupied,  and,  by  the  execution  of 
the  movement  forward  into  line,  found  ourselves  in  line  of  battle  face 
to  face  with  the  enemy,  at  the  distance  of  about  three  hundred  yards. 
Thus,  we  marched  under  a  most  terrific  fire,  to  within  about  one 
hundred  and  eighty  yards  of  a  body  of  four  or  five  thousand  regulars. 
It  was  here  that  our  colonel  and  major  were  wounded,  and  the  com 
mand  devolved  upon  me. 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  Captain  Lawton,  I  commanded 
my  men  to  "Fire  and  load  lying,"  which  order  they  promptly  exe 
cuted,  until  nearly  all  the  cartridges  were  expended.  At  this  critical 
point  of  the  engagement  we  were  directed  by  the  above  mentioned 
officer  to  charge,  he  leading  in  gallant  style.  My  regiment  executed 
the  above  mentioned  command  with  such  good  will  that  they  passed 
completely  through  that  portion  of  the  enemy  opposed  to  them,  and 
carried  a  battery  of  five  pieces  beyond. 

Our  loss  was  very  severe ;  but  my  command  bore  it  like  veterans, 
and  never,  in  the  entire  engagement,  there  was  the  least  visible  hesita 
tion  amongst  them.  My  officers  and  men  all  behaved  so  well  that  it  is  im 
possible  to  distinguish  those  worthy  of  being  mentioned. 

In  the  action  o£  the  1st  of  July,  my  regiment  was  not  actively  en 
gaged  ;  but  were,  nevertheless,  exposed  to  a  very  severe  shelling  for 
some  time,  losing  a  few  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM.  H.  BATTEY, 
Captain,  commanding  Thirty-Eighth  Regiment  Georgia  Vols, 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  DOUGLASS. 

CAMP  NEAR  MAGRUDER'S  MILL,  July  28,  1862. 
Captain  E.  W.  HULL,  A.  A.  G.  : 

CAPTAIN:  In  the  battle  fought  below  Richmond  on  the  1st  instant, 
the  thirteenth  Georgia  regiment  participated  as  follows,  viz  : 

The  brigade  was  not  ordered  forward  until  nearly  sunset,  and  had 
but  little  chanee  to  do  much  fighting.  As  soon  as  orders  came  to  ad 
vance,  the  Brigadier  General  commanding  at  once  led  us  in  the  direc 
tion  indicated.  We  were  marched  by  the  right  flank  through  a  strip 
of  woods  and  across  a  field.  While  in  the  field,  the  regiment  was  ex 
posed  to  a  very  severe  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries.  Having  re 
ceived  no  specific  information  as  to  where  the  brigade  should  go,  or 
was  needed,  the  Brigadier  General  was  left  to  judge  from  the  firing 
wh_ere  to  carry  his  command.  Halting  the  column  and  requiring  the 
men  to  lie  down,  he  went  forward  to  endeavor  to  gain  the  necessary 
information.  Finding  this  impossible,  and  the  firing  from  the  en 
emy's  batteries  becoming  hotter,  and  from  our  friends  in  front  of  us 
weaker,  he  ordered  me  to  move  forward  the  regiment  and  charge  the 
battery  in  front  of  us.  Across  the  fence  and  road,  and  another  fenco 
and  into  the  woods  beyond,  the  men  went  with  a  shout.  The  burst 
ing  of  shells  was  so  incessant  as  to  render  it  almost  impossible  for 
commands  to  be  heard.  Night  had  come  on,  and  no  line  could  be  pre 
served.  We  kept  on,  regulating  our  course  as  best  we  could  by  the  re 
ports  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  of  which  there  were  several,  and 
placed  some  distance  apart.  From  this  cause,  and  not  being  able  to  see 
anything,  not  even  a  creek  in  front  of  us,  or  a  fence  over  which  we  scram 
bled,  the  regiment  became  very  much  scattered  in  the  woods.  Only  about 
seventy-five  or  one  hundred  succeeded  in  reaching  the  field  in  which 
the  batteries  were  located,  and  these  did  not  arrive  at  the  same  time. 
A  small  number  under  Major  Baker,  who  were  the  first  to  enter  the 
field, .were  joined  by  a  part  of  the  eighth  Louisiana  regiment,  and 
charged  nearly  to  the  enemy's  lines.  Before  reaching  their  furthest 
point  occupied,  their  number  was  increased  by  a  few  more  under  Ad 
jutant  Hill,  who  had  gotten  up  time  enough  to  join  in  the  charge.  They 
were  received  by  a  deadly  volley  of  musketry,  and  also  a  fire  from  the 
enemy's  batteries.  A  good  many  were  killed  and  wounded  ;  among  the 
latter,  Maj.  Baker,  whilst  behaving  most  gallantly.  Lieut.  E.  L.  Con- 
ally,  of  company  A,  was  wounded  at  the  same  time,  and,  so  far  as  I  can 
learn,  acting  with  great  courage.  One  non-commissioned  officer  and  sev 
eral  privates,  in  the  excitement  of  the  charge,  entered  the  enemy's  lines 
and  were  taken  prisoners,  but  afterwards,  when  the  enemy  retreated, 
escaped  and  returned  to  the  regiment.  After  the  fall  of  Major  Baker, 
the  men  were  ordered  to  fall  back  about  fifty  yards;  the  line  was  re 
formed  by  Adjutant  Hill,  and  soon  orders  were  received  from  Major 
Lewis,  of  the  Louisiana  regiment,  for  all  to  fall  back  to  the  crest  of 
the  hill  next  to  the  woods.  Here  I  met  them;  but  it  was  so  dark  that 
no  man  could  be  identified  five  paces  off.  Here  I  also  met  Brigadier 
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General  Lawton,  who  had  gotten  separated  from  us,  and  made  his  way 
to  the  field  by  a  different  route,  and  one  which  we  afterwards  saw  was 
the  proper  one  to  have  been  taken.  The  balance  of  my  regiment  that 
crossed  the  road  and  entered  the  wood,  did  not,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
succeed  in  finding  their  way  out.  Those  who  had  made  the  charge, 
near  to  the  batteries,  I  found  itermingled  with  fragments  of  other 
regiments,  Virginians,  North  Carolinians  and  Louisianians.  Briga 
dier  General  Winder  sent  an  order  to  us  to  hold  the  hill  we  occupied 
until  morning,  and  this  was  sanctioned  by  General  Lawlon,  who  left 
me  in  command  of  all  present  and  went  back  to  bring  forward  the 
left  companies  of  my  regiment,  and  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  who 
had  become  detached  from  us  as  we  passed  through  the  first  strip  of 
woods  we  reached.  The  enemy  kept  up,  for  an  hour  or  two,  an  occa 
sional  artillery  fire,  and  then  withdrew,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded 
on  the  field. 

I  again  call  attention  to  the  coolness  and  courage  of  Major  Baker 
and  Adjutant  Hill,  and  beg  to  favorably  mention  the  conduct  of  Lieu 
tenant  E.  L.  Conally,  of  company  A.  ;  Captain  W.  W.  Hartsfield, 
Lieutenants  James  Andrews  and  B.  L.  Powell,  of  company  D.  The 
limits  proper  for  this  report  do  not  admit  of  the  mention  of  all  whom 
I  would  like  to  notice  favorably  for  their  gallantry. 
I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient,  servant, 

M.  DOUGLASS, 
Colonel  commanding  Regiment. 


REPORT    OF    CAPTAIN    SMITH    OF    TWENTY-SEVENTE 
VIRGINIA  REGIMENT. 

HEADQUARTERS  TWENTY-SEVENTH  REGIMENT  VIRGINIA  VOLS.,  > 

July  7,   1862.      $ 

Captain  J.   O'BRIEN, 

Assistant  Adjutant   General,  First  Brigade : 

SIR  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  which 
the  twenty-seventh  Virginia  regiment  took  in  the  battles  of  the 
27th  ultimo  and  the  1st  instant: 

On  the  27th  ultimo  the  regiment,  under  command  of  Colonel  Grigsby, 
marched  with  the  first  brigade  until  it  approached  the  crest  of  a 
hill  opposite  where  the  battle  was  then  raging  with  tremendous  vio 
lence.  It  was  then  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  with  the  brigade.  Its 
position  in  the  line  was  on  the  right  of  the  fourth  Virginia  regiment, 
and  on  the  left  of  the  thirty-third  Virginia.  The  regiment  here 
numbered  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  men  in  ranks  and  eighteen 
commissioned  officers.  From  the  position  where  we  were  drawn  up, 
we  advanced,  in  line  with  the  brigade,  through  a  dense  thicket  of 
brush  and  timber  until  we  came  into  a  cleared  field,  where  were  still ' 
standing  some  tents  of  the  enemy  ;  we  then  changed  the  direction  of 
our  advance  by  a  left  half-wheel,  and  then  we  marched  directly  upon 
a  battery  of  the  enemy  which  was  throwing  grape  and  shell  profusely. 
This  battery  was  soon  silenced  and  we  marched  to  a  position  beyond 
this  battery.  It  being  then  quite  dark,  and  the  enemy  completely 
routed,  we  were  ordered  to  halt.  We  then  threw  out  pickets  to  pro 
tect  our  front  and  remained  on  the  field  for  the  night.  My 
regiment  simply  made  a  charge,  without  firing  during  the  engage 
ment.  We  were  ordered  to  use  the  bayonet.  The  enemy  gave  way 
before  us.  I  had  none  killed,  and  but  two  slightly  wounded. 

At  the  battle  of  the  1st  instant,  the  twenty- seventh  regiment  was 
innrched  up  the  road  in  column  with  the  brigade  until  it  came  within 
about  a  half  mile  of  the  battle-field,  when  the  whole  brigade  filed  to 
the  right,  into  a  piece  of  woods.  There  my  regiment,  in  a  line  with 
the  brigade,  supported  on  the  right  by  the  thirty-third  Virginia,  and 
on  the  left  by  the  fourth  Virginia  regiment,  advanced  by  the  right 
flank,  through  the  woods,  then  into  an  open  field,  and  then  again 
through  a  very  dense  forest  of  brush  and  timber,  across  the  main 
road,  to  the  position  assigned  on  the  field.  The  shot  and  shell  fell 
fast  and  thick  on  us  as  we  marched  on,  and,  just  before  reaching  our 
position  on  the  field,  Colonel  A.  J.  Grigsby,  while  leading  the  regi 
ment  in  his  dauntless  and  fearless  style,  was  struck  by  a  minie  ball, 
inflicting  under  his  left  arm  a  painful,  but  not  dangerous,  wound. 
The  regiment  was  ordered  to  fire,  which  it  did,  and  continued  firing 
for  some  length  of  time,  when  it  was  ordered  to  charge  on  a  battery. 
This  was  attempted,  but  the  regiment  being  much  scattered  and  un 
supported  by  sufficient  force,  was  compelled  to  desist.  The  regiment 
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then  resumed  its  original  position  on  the  field  and  continued  firing 
until  the  fight  closed.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  this  engagement, 
out  of  about  seventy  who  went  into  the  fight,  was  one  killed  and  twc 
wounded. 

RECAPITULATION  : 

Colonel  A.  J.  Grigsby,  wounded,  on  the  1st  instant. 
Company  B — Sergeant  John  Ford,  wounded,  on   the  27th  ultimo  ; 
Michael  Tool,  wounded,  on  the  1st  instant. 

Company  H — M.  R.  Hanger,  wounded,  on  the  27th  ultimo ;  N.  D. 
McClure,  killed,  on  the  1st  instant. 

Respectfully, 

G.  C.  SMITH, 
Captain  commanding  Twenty -seventh  Re.giment    Va.    Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  WOODING. 

CAMP  NEAR  GORDONSVILLK,  VA.,  July  24,  18G2. 
Brigadier  General  TALIAFERRO  : 

GENERAL:  My  battery  marched  from  Port  Republic  to  the  fortifi 
cations  of  the  enemy  near  Richmond,  with  the  third  brigade,  com 
manded,  in  your  absence,  by  Colonel  Fulkerson.  . 

On  Friday  the  27th  June,  we  arrived  to  within  a  short  distance  of 
the  battle  field  at  Games'  Mill,  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.  Soon  after 
wards  the  infantry  were  ordered  to  leave  the  road,  and  advance  by  a 
narrow  path  through  the  woods  in  the  direction  whence  the  firing  pro 
ceeded.  Colonel  Fulkerson  ordered  me  to  remain  where  I  was,  and, 
if  needed,  he  would  send  for  me.  I  received  no  order  from  the  colo 
nel  that  evening ;  but  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  received  orders 
from  Colonel  Warren,  of  the  tenth  regiment,  (Colonel  Fulkerson  hav 
ing  been  mortally  wounded,)  to  bring  my  battery  forward.  This  order 
I  promptly  obeyed.  No  engagement,  however,  was  had  with  the  en 
emy  by  our  brigade  on  this  day  or  the  day  following. 

On  Monday,  the  30th,  whilst  on  the  march,  in  pursuit  of  the  retiring 
enemy,  I  received  orders  from  Gen.  Hampton,  then  commanding  the  bri 
gade,  to  hasten  to  the  front  of  the  column  with  my  battery.  I  did 
so,  and  engaged  the  enemy  at  White  Oak  Swamp  for  about  five  hours. 

On  Tuesday,  the  1st  July,  early  in  the  morning,  I  received  orders 
from  General  Hampton  to  send  my  battery  forward  immediately ;  but 
owing  to  the  loss  of  horses  sustained,  and  also  to  the  want  of  ammu 
nition,  (my  supply  having  been  nearly  exhausted  the  day  previous, )  I 
could  only  prepare  a  section  of  my  battery  for  immediate  action. 
This  section  was  sent  forward  to  Malvern  Hill,  under  Lieutenant 
Jones,  where  I  joined  it  and  assumed  command,  as  soon  as  I  had  made 
a  requisition  for  ammunition  for  the  other  guns. 

I  may  here  state  that  I  arrived  on  the  field  before  a  shot  had  been 
fired  from  either  of  my  guns.  During  this  day  my  command  was  ex 
posed  to  a  terrific  fire  both  from  the  enemy's  infantry  and  artillery. 
We  remained  upon  the  field  until  the  sun  had  gone  down,  and  only 
left  then  because  we  had  exhausted  our  ammunition. 

During  the  engagement  of  Monday,  my  command  generally  be 
haved  well.  The  same  may  be  said  of  their  conduct  on  Tuesday. 
Those  who  form  an  exception  have  already  been  reported  for  publica 
tion  to  the  world. 

On  Monday,  the  30th  June,  Lieutenants  Jones  and  Adams  assisted 
me  in  the  command  of  the  battery,  and  discharged  their  duty  well. 

On  Tuesday,  the  1st  July,  Lieutenant  Jones  alone  aided  me,  Lieut 
enant  Adams  having  been  sent  by  me  to  the  ordnance  train  in  charge 
of  some  caissons.  In  the  two  engagements,  I  had  few  casualties. 
They  are  as  follows  : 

Killed— Private  Charles  W.  Gay. 

Wounded — Privates  Rufus  Bennet,  severely  in  thigh ;  W.  L.  Snead, 
painfully  in  foot,  and  John  B.  Turner,  slightly  in  hand. 
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1  make  no  mention  af  some,  whose  wounds  were  so  slight  as  not  to 
deserve  the  name.     Several  of  my  battery  horses  were  disabled,  and 
the  horse  of  Lieutenant  Jones  was  shot  from  under  him. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  W.  WOODING. 
Captain  Danville  Artillery. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  BOTTS. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  REGIMENT  VIRGINIA  VOLS.,  ) 

July  13,  1862.      5 

CAPTAIN  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  tne  honor  to  report  that 
at  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  June  27th,  from  camp  nenr  Totto- 
potorny  creek,  the  second  regiment,  under  Colonel  Allen,  was  put  on 
the  march  and  moved  all  day  towards  the  enemy.  About  five,  the  fire 
of  musketry  being  exceedingly  heavy,  the  regiment  moved  rapidly 
forward,  and  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  immediately  in  rear  of 
Ball's  old  tavern,  exposed  to  thesh  ells  of  the  enemy.  In  a  few  min 
utes  this  regiment  and  the  fifth  Virginia,  under  Colonel  Baylor,  were 
ordered  a^short  distance  to  the  front  to  support  the  Purcell  battery, 
and  while  in  this  position,  Captain  Burgess,  of  company  F,  second 
regiment,  was  wounded.  Soon  these  regiments  were  moved  to  the 
left,  and  the  whole  brigade,  by  command  of  General  Winder,  was 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  and  ordered  to  charge  a  battery  whose 
shells  had  for  some  time  been  sweeping  the  field  around  us.  The 
second  regiment  responded  promptly  to  the  call.  The  charge  was  made 
through  a  wood  of  thick  undergrowth,  over  a  marsh,  and  the  men  be 
came  separated;  forming  the  line  again,  the  men  pressed  steadily  for 
ward  leaving  behind,  in  an  open  field,  whole  regiments  which  had 
been  previously  sent  forward.  About  seven,  the  regiment,  number 
ing  about  eighty  men,  reached  a  hill  near  McGee's  house,  and  found 
the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries  and  their  supports  terrible. 

Here  Colonel  Allen  and  Lieutenant  Keelcr,  of  company  C,  fell  ; 
Major  Jones,  Captain  Colston  and  Lieutenant  Kinsey  were  wounded, 
and  several  of  the  men  were  killed  and  wound  d 

The  regiment  being  in  advance,  or  at  least  separated  from  the  brigade, 
and  few  in  numbers,  did  not  advance;  but  gallantly  held  its  position. 
General  Winder  eoon  coming  up,  and  seeing  the  position,  gave  orders 
to  maintain  the  hill  while  he  brought  up  reinforcements,  which  could 
be  seen  in  our  rear.  Hurrying  these  up,  the  line  of  battle  was  again 
formed,  and  the  order  to  charge  was  given  by  General  Winder.  As 
before,  the  regiment  gallantly  answered.  Our  troops  rushed  forward, 
the  enemy  fell  back  in  retreat,  and  late  in  the  evening  the  enemy  had 
fled,  leaving  us  in  possession  of  the  field,  upon  which,  we  remained 
all  night. 

I  cannot  close  the  report  of  this  day  without  bearing  testimony  to 
the  gallant  conduct  of  Colonel  Allen,  Major  Jones,  Captain  Colston, 
Captain  Burgess,  Lieutenants  Keeler  and  Kinsey,  and,  indeed,  to  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  regiment. 

On  Saturday,  the  regiment  remained  near  McGee's.  On  Sunday, 
we  were  marched  as  far  as  Grapevine  bridge,  and  returned  about 
nightfall  to  our^amp.  Monday,  we  crossed  the  Chickahominy  and 
the  York  River  railroad,  and  bivouacked  near  White  Oak  Swamp,  and 
moved  Tuesday,  July  1st,  on  the  Shirley  road,  halting  occasionally 
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for  some  time.  Heavy  artillery  fire  all  the  while  heard  in  front.  Pass 
ing  a  church,  we  were  placed  in  a  wood  about  five,  P.  M.,  to  the  right 
of  the  road,  and  remained  there  over  an  hour.  Some  of  the  regiments 
of  the  brigade  being  within  reach  of  the  shells  of  the  enemy.  About 
half-past  six,  the  brigade  was  ordered  from  the  woods  to  the  road. 
The  thick  undergrowth  delayed  the  movements  of  the  second  and  fifth 
rigirnents  so  much  that  when  the  left  of  the  second  reached  the  road, 
neither  the  twenty-seventh,  fourth,  or  thirty-third  were  in  sight.  Tho 
road  was  crowded  with  artillery  and  regiments  hastening  from  the 
battle  field. 

The  regiment  was  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  on  the  road, 
and  Sergeant-major  Bur-well  sent  in  advance  to  ascertain  the  route 
taken  by  General  Winder,  and  by  his  exertions  we  followed  in  hia 
tracks.  Night  was  rapidly  closing  in.  The  regiment  was  in  the 
woods  to  the  right  of  the  road,  marching  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
enemy,  and  exposed  to  the  fire  of  their  artillery.  Leaving  the  woods 
we  entered  a  field  which  was  swept  by  the  enemy's  fire.  Here  we  met 
officers  and  men  hastening  to  the  rear,  who  reported  that  all  our  troops 
were  in  retreat.  Still  the  regiment  was  pushed  forward  to  join,  if  pos 
sible,  the  brigade.  The  fifth  was  in  our  rear.  The  darkness,  the  rapid 
march  and  the  woods  had  separated  the  men  very  much,  and  the  com 
mand  was  exceedingly  small.  Concealing  them  by  a  deep  ravine  in 

a  wood,  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the road,  I  rode 

out  until  I  struck  the  road.  Here  I  could  not  see  any  of  our  troops, 
and  the  fire  from  the  enemy  was  incessant 

On  my  return  to  the  regiment,  Colonel  Baylor  called  me  to  a  con 
sultation,  and  the  result  was,  that  we  should  fall  back  and  join  our 
brigade,  our  impression  being  that  our  troops  had  been  driven  from 
this  portion  of  the  field.  If  we  remained,  we  would  expose  the  men 
to  a  fire  which  they  could  not  reply  to,  or  be  cut  off  by  the  enemy  ; 
therefore,  marching  to  the  rear  by  nearly  the  same  route  we  had  ad 
vanced,  we  struck  the road  at church,  and  learning  that 

General  Winder  had  not  fallen  back,  we  reformed  our  regiments  and 
reported  to  him.  Providentially  we  had  only  two  men  wounded, 
though  exposed  to  as  heavy  a  fire  as  ever  the  regiment  was  under. 

With  this,  I  send  you  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 

LAWSON  BOTTS, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  REGIMENT  VA.  VOLS.  (INFANTRY.) 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  list  of 
killed  and  wounded,  in  second  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  in  the 
actions  of  June  27th  and  July  1st,  1862: 

Field  and  Staff— Killed  :  Col.  James  W.  Allen,  June  27.  Wounded  : 
Major  Frank  B.  Jones,  June  27  ;  since  died. 

Company  A — Killed:  none.     Wounded:  none. 

Company  B — Killed :  none.     Wounded  :  Charles  A,  Keyser. 
39 
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fc  Company  C — Killed:  Second  Sergeant  David  Keeler,  June  27. 
Wounded  :  Sergeant  J.  Erns  :  private  J.  McCormick,  James  Cham- 
Win. 

Company  D — Killed  :  none.  Wounded :  private  Pat.  Hailey,  N. 
Griffin,  J.  Franklin,  June  27. 

Company  E — Killed:  private  Jos.  Hirsey,  John  Kern  and  Isaac 
Webb.  Wounded :  Captain  R.  G.  Coltscn,  first  Sergeant  C.  A.  Ma 
nor;  private  G.  Prince,  D.  Hahn,  L.  P.  Gazey,  James  Dean,  John 
Spitzer, Hundshaw. 

Company  F — Killed:  none.  Wounded:  Captain  J.  B.  Burgess, 
first  Lieutenant  Samuel  Kinsey. 

Company  G— Killed :  none.  Wounded :  David  Moler,  Samuel 
Bhute. 

Company  H — Killed :  none.     Wounded  :  none. 

Company  I — Killed:  George  Riggle,  June  27.  Wounded:  John 
E.  Nurn,  July  1st. 

Company  K— Killed  :  none.     Wounded  :  N.  Miller,  J.  Bull. 

Total  killed— Officers  three ;  non-commissioned  officers,  none  ;  pri 
vates,  four.  Total  wounded — Officers,  three ;  non-commissioned  offi 
cers,  two ;  privates,  fourteen. 

Respectfully, 

LAWSON  BOTTS, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  LOWE. 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  twenty-first 
Georgia  regiment,  in  the  battle  of  Friday,  June  27,  18;"2: 

The  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  C.  A.  Evans,  being  cut  off 
und  separated  from  the  brigade,  was  conducted,  under  the  direction  of 
Captain  Lawton,  A.  A.  General,  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  left  wing 
of  the  army,  and  placed  in  position  opposite  Sikes'  brigade  of  United 
States  regulars,  which  last  was  supported  by  three  pieces  of  artillery. 
The  battle  raged  with  uninterrupted  fury  for  an  hour,  the  firing  be 
coming  gradually  weaker  upon  the  side  of  the  enemy.  About  half- 
past  seven,  P.  ML,  the  ammunition  of  the  regiment  being  nearly  ex 
hausted,  the  command  was  given  to  retire,  which  was  obeyed  in  good 
order.  The  regiment  marched  in  line  of  battle  fifty  paces  to  the  rear, 
where  they  were  again  faced  to  the  enemy.  The  colonel  now  perceiv 
ing  that  the  firing  had  ceased,  marched  his  men  into  the  woods,  about 
three  hundred  yards  distant,  where  they  slept  during  the  night  upon 
their  arms. 

J.   EL  LOWE,  Major  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GRIFFIN. 

HEADQUARTERS  TWENTY-SIXTH  GEORGIA  REGIMENT, 

July  25th,  1862. 

On  Friday,  27th  June,  the  twenty-sixth  Georgia  regiment,  then  on 
the  march,  under  command  of  Colonel  E.  N.  Atkinson,  about  four 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  were  ordered  to  halt  and  load  their  guns.  After  load- 
ing,  were  ordered  forward  at  quick  time.  About  half-past  four 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  icgiment  was  ordered  into  action.  After  going  at 
double-quick  for  some  one  and  a  half  miles,  through  shell  and  ^hot, 
arrived  at  the  scene  of  action,  and  were  ordered  to  enter  the  woods 
in  line  of  battle.  The  regiment  entered  a  dense  forest,  down  a  con 
siderable  grade.  In  crossing  a  ravine,  through  brambles,  brush,  mud 
and  water,  the  regiment  became  divided,  four  companies  on  the  left 
wing  going  obliquely  to  the  left  and  the  five  right  .companies  (the 
regiment  then  had  but  nine  companies)  going  obliquely  to  the  right 
The  left  companies,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  McDonald  and 
Major  E.  S.  Griffin,  continued  on  through  the  swamp,  and  soon  be 
came  engaged  with  the  enemy.  First  they  mistook  the  enemy  for 
friends,  but  soon  became  convinced  of  their  error,  and  continued  to 
press  forward  and  fire.  A  heavy  fire  was  kept  up  by  the  enemy  for 
some  one  and  a  half  or  two  hours,  when  they  fled  in  confusion.  Dur 
ing  the  engagement,  the  four  companies  were  often  encouraged  by  the 
presence  of  General  Lawton  who,  himself,  during  the  entire  time,  was 
in  the  midst  of  danger.  The  five  right  companies,  after  crossing  the 
ravine,  under  a  tremendous  fire  of  musketry,  advanced  up  the  oppo 
site  hill,  crossed  a  second  ravine,  when  they  were  ordered  by  an  aid- 
de-camp  of  General  Ewell,  to  lie  down  and  remain  until  the  exact 
position  of  our  friends  could  be  ascertained.  While  in  this  position, 
the  enemy  advanced  to  the  brink  of  the  hill,  at  the  foot  or  bottom  of 
•which  the  five  right  companies  were  lying,  and  poured  into  us  a  heavy 
fire  of  musketry.  Our  men  were  ordered  to  fire  (which  they  did)  and 
load  and  fire  again  ;  they  continued  to  do  so  until  the  enemy  fled  pre 
cipitately  from  the  woods  and  across  the  open  field.  The  five  compa 
nies  continued  forward,  and,  after  crossing  the  field,  joined  the  four 
left  companies  about  dark,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

On  Tuesday,  1st  July,  the  twenty-sixth  regiment  was  not  engaged 
^with  the   enemy,  though,  with   the   balance    of  the   brigade,  it  was 
marched  under  a  heavy  cannonading  up  to  the  field  and  near  the  im 
mediate  scene  of  action.     Slept  on  their  arms  during  the  night. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  S.  GRIFFIN, 
Major  commanding  2  CM  Reg't  Georgia  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GARNETT. 

CAMP  NEAR  RICHMOND,  July  23,  1862. 

General  D.  R.  JONES, 

Commanding  First  Division,  A.  P.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  tho  ac 
tion  of  the  artillery  attached  to  your  division,  in  the  engagement  of 
27th,  28th  and  29th  June  and  1st  July  : 

There  were  attached  Captains  Moody  and  Woolfolk  to  General 
Toombs'  brigade,  and  Captains  Brown  and  Hart  to  Colonel  Anderson's. 

On  Friday,  June  27th,  Captain  Brown,  with  two  twelve-pounder 
howitzers,  was  ordered  to  a  position  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  near  Mr. 
James  Garnett's  house,  to  try  the  strength  of  the  eneitiy  near  Gold- 
ing's  house.  At  ten  o'clock  these  two  pieces  opened  and  drove  the 
enemy  from  earthworks  he  was  about  throwing  up,  some  five  hundred 
yards  in  front.  No  sooner  had  Captain  Brown  opened  than  the  enemy 
replied  from  several  batteries  of  long-ranged  guns.  The  two  six-poun 
der  guns  of  Captain  Brown's  battery,  and  the  six-gun  battery  of 
Captain  Lane,  then  temporarily  under  my  command,  were  ordered  to 
the  front.  This  addition  gave  me  nine  guns  ( ono  of  the  howitzers 
of  Captain  Brown  having  been  disabled  by  the  wedging  of  a  shell  in 
the  bore)  replying  to  a  much  greater  number  of  superior  guns  along 
the  enemy's  front.  After  testing  fully  the  enemy's  strength  BO  far  as 
his  artillery  was  concerned,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  chief  of  artillery, 
of  General  Magruder's  corps,  concluding  that  the  contest  was  too 
unequal  to  be  longer  continued,  ordered  the  batteries  to  retire. 

In  this  action,  Captain  Brown  lost  corporal  Charles  W.  Lucas,  killed; 
sergeant  G.  W.  Beard,  wounded  ;  privates  G.  T.  Linden  and  Benjamin 
Lucas  wounded,  and  two  horses  so  severely  wounded  that  he  was  com 
pelled  to  leave  them  on  the  field.  Captain  Lane's  battery  distin 
guished  it«elf  for  the  accuracy  of  its  fire  and  the  coolness  and  courage 
of  the  officers  and  men.  This  report  was  made  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Lee. 

On  the  28th,  Captain  Brown  was  ordered  to  take  the  same  position 
occupied  on  the  27th.  Captain  Moody's  battery  was  ordered  to  hia 
support.  Captain  Brown  was  the  first  to  fire,  to  whom  the  enemy  did 
not  reply.  Soon  after,  however,  when  Captain  Moody  opened  he  was 
replied  to  by  an  enfilading  battery,  unmasked  on  the  right  during  the 
previous  night,  and  about  two  batteries  in  front.  This  engagement 
lasted  about  two  hours  when  the  batteries  were  ordered  to  retire.  Cap- 
tain  Brown  was  again  unfortunate  in  the  loss  of  his  gallant  Second 
Lieutenant  Kearns,  who  fell,  nobly  doing  his  duty.  Private  J.  W. 
Clarke  was  slightly  wounded,  and  one  horse  was  killed.  Captain 
Moody's  loss  consisted  of  the  woundiug  of  Lieutenant  Daniel  P.  Mer- 
vin  (right  arm  shattered)  and  private  Kennedy,  wounded  in  both  feet, 
and  one  horse  killed  and  three  badly  wounded. 

On  Sunday,  29th,  after  passing  the  enemy's  entrenchments  about, 
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three-quarters  of  a  mile,  Captain  Hart's  battery  of  six  guns  was 
placed  in  position  to  shell  the  woods  in  advance  of  the  line  of  skir 
mishers  of  Colonel  Anderson's  brigade.  The  enemy  opened  a  very 
brisk  fire  in  reply,  when  I  placed  Captain  Moody's  battery  in  position 
.to  the  left  of  the  one  occupied  by  Captain  Hart,  and  opened  fire  upon 
the  enemy  through  au  opening  in  the  woods  where  their  battery  was 
supposed  to  be  in  position.  This  skirmish  was  of  very  short  dura 
tion.  Captain  Moody  had  one  private  wounded,  and  one  horse  killed 
and  several  wounded.  Later  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  Cap 
tains  Brown  and  Hart  proceeded  to  a  position  near  the  railroad,  where 
Captain  Hart  placed  his  two  Blakely  guns  in  position  and  did  handsome 
service  until  the  enemy  opened  a  plunging  fire  upon  him  from  superior 
guns  and  surperior  positions,  when  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  retire. 

In  the  two  engagements  of  this  day  Captain  Hart  lost,  killed,  pri 
vate  Henry  F.  Cohen  ;  mortally  wonuded,  Daniel  M.  Shepherd  and 
Charles  Schroter;  severely  wounded,  Lieutenant  J.  Cleveland,  private 
Porter,  and  seven  horses  killed  or  rendered  unserviceable. 

On  Monday,  the  batteries  moved  with  the  division,  and  on  Tuesday, 
none  were  engaged,  if  I  except  Captain  Hart,  who  was  able  to  fire  but 
a  few  rounds.  Captain  Woolfolk  was  relieved  from  duty  with  Gene 
ral  Tooinbs'  brigade  on  Monday  July  3()th,  and  was  engaged  only  on 
Friday  27th,  where  he  behaved  very  handsomely,  and  his  battery  did 
excellent  service. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  cannot  commend  too  highly  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  men  who  were  under  the  terrible  fire  of  the  enemy's 
batteries  atGarnett's  farm  and  at  the  railroad;  they  showed  that  calmness 
and  intrepidity  characteristic  of  men  who  won  for  themselves,  the 
hearty  "well  done"  of  their  commanders  at  Manssas  plains.  I  allude 
particularly  to  Captain  Brown,  of  the  Wise  artillery.  Captain  Hart  is 
also  entitled  to  the  highest  praise,  and  showed  himself  to  be  an  accom 
plished  artillerist  as  well  as  a  gallant  soldier. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  GAKNETT, 
Major  and  Chief  of  Artillery,  First  Division,  A.  P. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  W.  M.  JOtfES. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  GEORGIA  REGIMENT,  > 
July  13,  1862.          $ 

Colonel'  G.  T.  ANDERSON  : 

SIR:  On  the  27th  ultimo,  the  ninth  Georgia  regiment  received  or 
ders  to  advance  the  picket  line  on  the  east  side  of  Dr.  Garnett's  farm, 
after  going  to  the  advance  post.  Skirmishers  v/era  then  thrown  oat, 
and,  after  a  brisk  skirmish,  succeeded  in  driving  tho  advance  of  tho 
enemy  beyond  their  earthworks,  where  they  were  supported  by  their 
artillery,  which  did  us  some  damage.  The  casualties  are,  to  wit: 
five  (5)  killed  and  twenty  (20)  wounded  ;  all  enlisted  men.  At  night 
received  orders  to  fall  back  to  our  former  position. 

June  28th. — All  quiet  in  this  regiment. 

June  29th. — Prepared  to  advance  upon  the  redoubt  of  the  enemy, 
which  had  been  unsuccessfully  attempted  by  the  seventh  and  eighth 
Georgia  regiments  the  previous  evening.  Scouts  were  sent  forward, 
who  returned  in  a  short  time  and  reported  that  the  enemy  had  eval 
uated  their  works.  Immediately  proceeded  to  their  redoubts  and  soon 
took  up  the  line  of  march  in  pursuit  of  the  %ing  foe.  After  half  an 
hour's  march,  succeeded  in  catching  up  with  their  rear  guard,  who, 
after  slight  resistance  again  fell  back.  Here  the  line  of  battle  was 
formed,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  scour  the  wood  in  the  direction 
of  Bottoms'  Bridge.  After  advancing  some  distance  and  hearing 
heavy  firing  on  the  right,  halted  and  remained  in  line,  awaiting  or 
ders,  until  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.  Received  orders  to  return  to , 

(unknown.) 

June  30th. — Received  orders  to  proceedjj  to  the  right  of  our  line,  to 
reinforce  Major  General  Longstreet,  who  engaged  the  enemy  near 
Crew's  farm,  P.  M.,  of  same  day.  Arrived  about  eleven  o'clock,  ?. 
M.,  and  took  possession  of  battle-field. 

Tuesday,  July  1, — Formed  in  line  of  battle  to  scour  the  wood  infronl 
of  us  and  proceeded  half  a  mile  ;  ordered  back  to  the  swamp  ;  returned, 
and  took  position  a  quarter  of  a  mile  on  the  right  of  the  river  road ; 
remained  some  time  under  the  protection  of  a  favoring  hill  from  the 
shells  of  the  enemy,  without  any  casualty.  One  o'clock,  P.  M., 
started  for  the  anticipated  battle-field.  Afte'r  manoeuvring  until  near 
six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  entered  the  field  of  action,  halted  in  a  ravine  for 
protection  ;  remained  till  near  eight  o'clock,  P.  M.  Here  our  casual 
ties  were  three  (3)  killed  thirty  wounded  (30.)  Among  the  latter  was 
Lieutenant  J.  A.  Arnold,  company  G,  and  Lieutenant  T.  J.  Hardee, 
company  H.  All  the  rest  were  enlisted  men. 

Ten  o'clock,  P.  M.,  left  the  field  in  good  order,  remaining  near  the 
battle-field  until  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant ;  left  in  pursuit  of 

the  enemy  and  proceeded  down  James  river  twelve  miles,  to 

cross-roads.  Remained  in  the  neighborhood  or  picketed  until  the  9th 
instant ;  then  fell  back  to  the-  church  on  the  Darbytown  road,  six 
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miles  east   of  Richmond,    remaining  there  on  picket  until  regularly 

relieved  by  Mississippi  brigade.     Joined  our  brigade  July 

1 2th,  1862,  by  your  order. 

WM.  M.  JONES, 
Major  commanding  9th  Ga.  regiment. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  HOLMES, 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  REGIMENT  GEORGIA  VOLUNTEERS,  > 

July  23,   1862.  J 

Brigadier  General  TOOMBS  : 

SIR  :  Pursuant  to  orders  received  of  this  date,  I  send  you  the  re 
ports  of  the  actions  and  a  correct  list  of  the  casualties  which  occurred 
in  our  regiment  in  the  engagements  of  the  27th  of  June  and  1st  of 
July. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  while  our  regiment  was  on  picket,  five  com 
panies  being  immediately  on  the  out-posts,  with  the  rest  as  reserve, 
composed  of  the  following  companies :  Company  F,  Cherokee  Brown 
Rifles ;  company  C,  Semmes  Guards ;  company  D,  Burke  Sharp 
shooters  ;  company  H,  Wright  Infantry,  and  company  I,  Buena  Vista 
Guards,  were  ordered  by  Colonel  Butts,  forward  to  the  picket  line, 
two  hundred  yards  beyond  the  Garnett  house  to  the  left,  to  open  fire 
upon  the  enemy's  pickets.  On  arriving  upon  the  line,  Colonel  Butts 
gave  me  command  of  company  C,  Semmes  Guards,  commanded  by 
Captain  Shepperd,  and  company  F,  Cherokee  Brown  Rifles,  Captain 
Shuford,  and  ordered  me  to  take  those  two  companies  sixty  yards  to 
the  right  and  march  them  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  looking  out  upon 
the  wheat  field  ;  when  in  that  position,  to  open  fire  upon  the  enemy. 
I  did  so  at  the  time  I  halted  them.  A  regiment  of  the  enemy  sta 
tioned  in  line  opposite  us  across  the  field,  which  1  saw  plainly,  opened 
fire  upon  us.  I  ordered  our  men  to  lay  down  and  fire  deliberately 
at  them,  which  order  they  obeyed  handsomely.  The  fire  then  became 
general  on  the  line  opposite  us,  and  extended  soon  to  our  left  and 
right,  which  placed  us  under  an  enfilade  fire  from  two  points.  I  oc 
cupied  the  position  at  the  edge  of  the  woods  until  nearly  half  of  the 
men  in  the  companies  that  I  commanded  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 
I  then  ordered  the  men  to  fall  back  six  paces  and  get  behind  trees, 
which  they  did,  and  then  they  faught  until  the  combat  ceased.  The 
left  companies — company  D,  Burke  Sharshooters  ;  company  I,  Buena 
Vista  Guards,  and  company  II,  Wright  Infantry — were  commanded 
by  Colonel  Butts  in  person,  being  to  my  left  sixty  yards,  remained 
in  their  position,  being  not  so  exposed  as  they,  when  on  lower 
ground,  which  protected  company  I)  and  company  H  very  much. 
Company  I,  being  on  the  right  of  these  companies,  nearest  the  right 
companies  under  my  command,  suffered  more  than  the  other  two 
companies,  owing  to  a  part  of  it  being  stationed  on  rising  ground. 
Two  of  the  companies  of  our  regiment — company  K,  Stewart  Greys, 
and  company  B,  Jackson  Blues,  (company  K,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Rockwell,  and  company  B,  under  Captain  Lewis,)  being 
on  picket  collected  their  men  on  the  post  to  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
entered  the  fight  at  the  time  the  companies  did  on  the  right,  (which 
was  composed  of  those  companies  on  reserve  and  not  on  post  that 
day.)  I  did  not  see  them  or  know  they  were  in  the  fight  until  after- 
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wards.  We  fought  about  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour  against 
overwhelming  numbers,  said  to  have  been  nine  regiments  of  the  en 
emy,  before  the  fifteenth  Georgia  cameto  the  support  of  our  regiment. 
The  companies  I  commanded  were  never  reinforced,  and  I  did  not 
know  that  the  fifteenth  Georgia  had  been  ordered  in  until  after  the 
fight ;  when,  on  going  to  where  Colonel  Butts  was  stationed,  I  learned 
that  they  were  on  the  ground.  When  the  fight  ceased,  which  was 
after  night  had  set  in,  1  had  but  two  men  that  were  able  to  fire  their 
pieces;  all  were  either  kilbd,  wounded  or  unable  to  fire,  not  being  able 
to  load  their  pieces;  others  were  out  of  ammunition.  A  few,  I  am 
told,  that  were  not  hurt,  went  off  with  the  wounded  men  of  the  seven 
companies.  The  number  of  muskets  carried  into  the  fight  was  two 
hundred  and  seventy-one,  this  being  the  number  reported  on  that  day 
for  duty.  The  regiment  lost,  in  this  engagement,  ten  killed  and  one 
hundred  and  ten  wounded,  a  list  of  which  you  will  find  enclosed. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  at  Malvern  Hill,  we  were  placed  in  line  with  the 
other  regiments  of  your  brigade.  We  were  to  be  (I  learned)  the  sup 
porting  brigade  to  Generals  Ccbb  and  Anderson's  commands,  which 
occupied  positions  in  front  of  our  line.  After  marching  by  the  flanks 
and  forward  quite  a  number  of  times,  we  were  brought  immediately 
in  front  of  the  battery  that  we  were  to  charge.  The  second  Georgia's 
position  was  decidedly  in  front  of  the  battery,  which  I  thought  must 
be  fully  three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  woods  we  emerged 
from,  being  under  the  direct  fire  of  the  enemy's  guns  the  whole  of 
that  distance.  Our  brigade  moved  forward  steadily  for  some  distance 
and  in  good  order,  when,  owing  to  some  command,  the  fifteenth  Geor 
gia,  being  next  to  our  right,  got  in  front  of  us,  masking  the  whole  of 
the  right  wing  of  ihe  second  ;  the  seventeenth  Georgia  at  the  same 
time  ciowding  upon  the  fifteenth  Georgia.  This  crowding  caused 
much  confusion  at  the  time.  I  was  fifteen  or  twenty  steps  in  front  of 
our  regiment.  Looking  back  to  see  if  our  regiment  was  moving  on  in 
order.  I  found  myself  in  front  of  another  regiment  which  I  was  told 
was  the  fifteenth  Georgia.  I  soon  saw  the  mixed  condition  of  the 
troops,  that  the  fifteenth  and  seventeenth,  which  occupied  the  line  to 
our  right,  had,  by  some,  command,  been  moved  to  the  left,  which 
placed  them  upon  the  line  we  occupied.  While  in  that  huddled  con 
dition,  the  order  was  given  to  march  by  the  left  flank,  which  our  regi 
ment  performed  in  good  order,  under  a  most  destructive  fire  of  grape 
and  ranis ter.  Being  under  full  range  of  the  enemy's  guns,  after 
crossing  a  fence  our  regiment  was  ordered  to  lay  down  and  wait  for 
support  to  come  up.  boon  one  of  the  regiments  of  Kershaw's  brig 
ade  came  up  and  moved  forward,  and  we  were  ordered  as  a  support; 
we  followed  close  after  them.  They  moved  in  order  and  made  a  most 
gallant  charge,  but  were  completely  checked  by  the  deadly  fire  from 
the  enemy's  battery  Their  ranks  being  torn  asunder  they  had  to  fall 
back,  which  left  our  regiment  in  front  without  any  support.  Colonel 
Butts  being  wounded  at  that  time,  I  had  to  assume  command.  I  or 
dered  our  regiment  to  lay  down  until  we  could  get  a  supporting  regi 
ment.  We  were  under  a  most  terrific  fire  of  grape,  but  the  men  acted 
with  the  utmost  coolness,  not  one  exhibiting,  that  I  could  see,  the 
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least  fear.  We  lay  under  that  fire  for  fully  half  an  hour,  waiting  for 
some  regiment  to  come  up,  that  we  might  continue  our  charge  to  the 
battery,  which  was  not  more  than  fifty  yards  in  front  of  us.  Word 
being  brought  that  the  enemy  were  flanking  us  on  our  right,  immedi 
ately  afterwards  there  occurred  a  very  heavy  fire,  which  came  inyupon 
the  rear  of  the  right  wing.  I  ordered  the  regiment  up,  and  gave  the 
command  about  face,  and  marched  in  order  to  the  rear,  across  a  small 
drain,  and  gave  the  command  halt;  but,  owing  to  a  great  noise,  was 
not  heard.  I  intended  to  halt  and  change  front,  that  I  might  receive 
the  enemy  that  (I  was  told)  .had  flanked  us.  I  was  in  front  of  the 
regiment  at  the  time  I  ordered  them  to  about  face,  which  placed  me 
in  the  rear  in  falling  back.  My  order  to  halt  went  unheeded.  The 
regiment  continued  to  move  off  to  the  rear,  which,  I  think,  was  for 
tunate,  as  when  alone,  we  could  effect  nothing  in  the  position  we 
occupied,  had  the  regiment  remained  in  the  position.  I  intended  to 
make  a  stand  for  the  enemy  that  was  said  to  have  flanked  us.  I  do 
not  think  I  would  have  brought  off  fifty  men,  as  the  enemy  had  di 
rected  an  increased  fire  upon  that  point. 

Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  eleven  killed  and  seventy  wounded, 
which  you  will  find  consolidated  with  the  other  list  of  killed  and 
wounded. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  R.  HOLMES, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding  ^d  Gecrgia. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  MAGILL. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  GEORGIA  REGIMENT,  ) 
Camp  near  Richmond,  July   10,   1862.       S 

Captain  CHARLES  E.  HARDWICK, 

A.  A.  A.    General,   Third  Brigade: 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Colonel  commanding,  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this 
regiment  in  the  affair  of  the  29th  June  and  in  the  engagement  of  the 
first  instant  : 

On  the  29th  of  June,  just  alter  we  had  passed  the  line  of  the  ene 
my's  entrenchments  near  Garnett's  house,  I  was  ordered  to  deploy 
the  regiment  as  skirmishers  and  feel  the  woods  in  the  direction  which 
it  was  supposed  the  enemy  had  taken.  Having  crossed  a  large  open 
field  for  that  purpose,  I  had  scarcely  entered  the  woods  when  the  fire 
of  his  skirmishers  was  opened  upon  me.  This  fire  was  very  heavy, 
indicating  a  large  force.  In  a  few  moments  a  battery  of  artillery, 
situated  in  a  field  beyond,  also  opened  its  fire,  discharging  shrapnel, 
grape  and  canister.  Notwithstanding  this  heavy  fire,  the  regiment 
steadily  advanced,  driving  the  enemy  before  it,  until,  emerging  into 
the  field  already  indicated,  he  was  discovered  in  considerable  force, 
and  for  a  time  his  fire  on  my  left  was  very  severe.  Under  these  cir 
cumstances,  I  withdrew  the  line  of  skirmishers  to  the  shelter  of  the 
woods.  In  a  short  time  this  force  of  the  enemy  continued  its  retreat, 
and,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  continued  the  advance  of  my  line. 
Proceeding  through  the  woods,  capturing  on  the  way  a  number  of 
prisoners,  at  the  distance  of,  perhaps,  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the 
point  already  indicated,  I  again  discovered  the  enemy  in  large  force, 
with  several  pieces  of  artillery,  in  a  field  of  considerable  magnitude. 
The  mam  body  of  our  troops  having  reached  the  ground,  I  was  ordered 
to  move  my  regiment  further  to  the  left,  still  keeping  them  deployed 
as  skirmishers,  so  that  I  did  not  participate  further  in  the  engage 
ment  which  ensued. 

On  Tuesday,  the  1st  instant,  this  regiment,  in  its  position  in  the 
brigade,  was  ordered  forward  in  line  of  battle,  in  an  attack  upon  the 
enemy's  position  at  Malvern  Hill.  We  advanced,  under  a  very  heavy 
fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  in  the  direction  of  his  batteries,  over  a 
clear  open  space  of  great  extent.  This  fire  being  very  destructive, 
and  the  advance  being  deemed  impracticable  from  that  point  of  at 
tack,  the  Colonel  commanding  ordered  the  recall  of  the  brigade,  with 
a  view  to  its  reformation  and  a  change  in  the  direction  of  attack.  In 
consequence  of  the  noise  and  great  confusion  of  the  Jbattle-field,  it 
was  impossible  to  convey  the  order  effectually  to  the  brigade,  and  in 
falling  back  much  disorder  occurred. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  the  officers  and  men  under 
my  command  behaved  on  both  occasions  with  the  utmost  coolness  and 
gallantry,  and,  while  there  scarcely  existed  occasion  for  comparison 
in  reference  to  individual  cases  of  prowess,  I  cannot  refrain  from 
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making  honorable  mention  of  the  names  of  Sergeant  N.  J.  Garrett, 
of  company  M,  Corporal  J.  C.  Camp,  of  company  H,  and  private  W, 
L.  Morehead,  of  company  G. 

I  subjoin  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing  on  both  of  these 
occasions : 

Officers — Killed  :  None.     Wounded  :  Lieutenant  W.  A.  Williams, 
very   dangerously;  Lieutenant  J.   D.    Anthony,  painfully ;  Captain 
H.  C.  Cannon,   not   seriously  ;    Captain    Tomlirison    Fort,   slightly  ; 
Lieutenant  G.  A.  Rutherford,  Lieutenant  Pierce  Homer,  slightly. 
Enlisted  Men — Killed,  4;  wounded,  38,  2  since  died;  missing,  15. 
Very  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  J.  MAGILL, 

Colonel  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  LUFFMAN. 

HEADQ'RS  ELEVENTH  REGIMENT  GEORGIA  VOLS.,  ) 
Camp  near  Richmond,  Fa.,  July  12,  1862.      \ 

Colonel  GEORGE  T  ANDERSON, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade,  Fj,rst  Division,  A.  P.  : 

SIR:  In  obedience  to  general  orders  No. ,  I  have  the  honor  to 

make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  regiment,  in  pur 
suing  the  enemy  in  his  impetuous  flight  from  the  Cbickahomiuy,  in 
front  of  Richmond,  to  his  present  bivouac  on  James  river,  undercover 
of  his  gunboats : 

June  26nh. — Three  men  wounded  on  the  Chickahominy,  near  the 
Garnett  house,  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell  from  our  batteries.  June 
27th. — Extended  our  picket  post  some  distance  down  the  Chickahominy, 
covering  part  of  the  territory  occupied  in  the  morning  by  tbe  enemy, 
and  captured  one  prisoner.  June  28th. — Took  possession  of  the  en 
emy's  camps  at  daylight  in  the  morning,  capturing  eleven  prisoners. 
At  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  moved  off  in  pursuit  of  the  retiring  enemy, 
and  overtaking  him  in  less  than  three  miles,  a  sharp  skirmish  ensued 
in  which  we  lost  one  man,  wounded  by  a  spent  shell  from  the  enemy's 
battery.  The  enemy  again  retiring,  our  column  was  halted  for  two 
hours  in  the  enemy's  camps,  and  a  quantity  of  commissary  and  other 
stores,  left  by  the  enemy,  were  taken  possession  of.  At  tw%  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  occupying  a  position  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  moved  off  in 
line  of  battle  through  the  dense  forest,  and  again  overtook  the  enemy 
east  of  the  York  River  railroad;  but  took  no  part  in  the  hotly  con 
tested  engagement  on  our  right.  At  dark  withdrew,  under  orders, 
and  fell  back  to  the  railroad,  which  we  reached.  At  one  o'clock,  A.  M., 
we  moved  off  to  take  position  on  the  Darbytwon  road,  and  reached 
the  battle  field,  of  the  same  day,  at  two  o'clock,  and  July  1st,  same 
day,  half-past  three  o'clock,  pushed  off  in  line  of  battle  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy's  flying  columns.  At  seven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  came  up  with 
the  troops  of  the  heroic  Stonewall  Jackson,  who  quickly  passed  our 
front. 

We  then  retired,  took  another  position,  and  again  commenced  to 
advance  on  the  enemy.  At  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  we  came  up  with 
the  enruj,,  ttiwugly  posted  on  a  high  eminence.  An  aUauk  wa.s  im 
mediately  ordered  by  General  Magruder,  the  troops  occupying  or 
forming  four  seperate  lines  of  battle,  all  within  range  of  the  enemy's 
batteries,  and  subject  to  the  most  galling  and  destructive  fire  of  shot 
and  shell.  Our  brigade,  commanded  by  the  gallant  Colonel  George 
F.  Henderson,  was  ordered  to  form  the  third  line  of  battle,  in  support 
of  General  Cobb's  brigade,  which  formed  the  second.  My  regiment 
was  thrown  out  on  the  field  on  the  right  flank  of  the  brigade,  and  was 
supported  by  the  learned  and  gallant  Colonel  II.  L.  Benning,  of  Gen 
eral  Tocrnbs'  brigade,  which  formed  the  fourth  line  of  battle.  We  re 
mained  under  the  severe  and  well  directed  fire  of  the  enemy  from 
five  to  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.  Our  casualties  here  were  considerable. 
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Wounded :  Adjutant  John  F.  Green,  severely  in  the  shoulder;  Lieu 
tenant  M.  Gudger,  (company  D,)  in  the  hand;  Lieutenant  H.  L.  Par- 
rish,  (company  E,)  in  the  side  ;  six  men  killed  dead  on  the  field  and 
fifty  wounded,  most  of  whom  very  severely.  Missing,  sixteen,  some 
of  whom  have  not  been  heard  from.  Total — killed,  6  ;  wounded,  57  ; 
missing,  16. — 79. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedint  servant. 

WILLIAM  LUFFMAN, 
Lieut.  Colonel,  commanding  Eleventh  Regiment  Georgia  Voh. 


REPORT  OF  FOURTH  VIRGINIA  REGIMENT. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  REGIMENT  VIRGINIA  VOLUNTEERS,  > 
Camp  near  Richmond  Va.,  July  11,  1862,      5 

Captain  O'BRIEN,  A.  A.  G.  : 

The  different  roads  over  which  the  regiment  traveled,  in  going  to 
the  battle  field  on  the  27th  June,  and  every  day  thereafter,  inclusive 
of  the  battle  of  the  1st  July,  prevented  me  from  giving,  by  proper 
directions,  the  different  positions  of,  and  routes  taken  by,  the  regiment 
in  its  march  to  the  several  engagements  I  beg  leave,  however,  to 
submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  regiment  in  the 
actions  of  the  27th  June  and  1st  July  : 

About  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  regiment,  with  the  brigade,  marched 
at  very  quick  time,  on  the  road,  until  it  came  to  about  two  miles  of 
where  the  battle  of  Games'  Mill,  or  Cold  Harbor,  was  raging.  Here 
the  men  threw  off  their  blankets  and  marched  at  double-quick,  when 
a  halt  was  ordered  by  General  Winder,  near  a  house  which,  I  believe, 
is  called  Cold  Harbor  Tavern.  At  this  point  the  General  put  the 
brigade  in  line  of  battle  and  said  to  them,  "  Prepare  for  a  charge." 
The  line  being  formed,  the  right  of  tfye  fourth  resting  on  the  left  of 
the  twenty-seventh,  we  remained  here  for  a  short  time,  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  the  enemy's  guns,  whose  shell  did  not  prove  destructive,  though 
within  range  About  half-past  six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  briggHe  moved 
forward  in  line  of  battle,  passing  through  swamps  and  woods, 
for  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  where  an  open  field  was  reached  ;  but 
^rom  some  cause  or  other,  the  second  and  fifth  became  detached  on  the 
i\jft,  and  twenty- seventh  and  thirty-third  on  the  right.  I  marched 
forward  until  1  came  up  to  General  Lawton's  brigade,  which  was 
seemingly  at  a  rest. 

At  this  moment  you  directed  me  to  change  my  front  and  form  on 
the  Hampton  legion,  which  I  did.  This  brought  me  directly  in  front 
of  the  enemy's  batiery,  (which  the  brigade  had  been  ordered  to  take.) 
By  this  time  the  twenty-seventh  resumed  its  position  on  my  right. 
And  now  the  brigade,  with  all  the  regiments,  continued  to  charge  the 
enemy's  battery.  It  was  getting  late — twilight,  perhaps — when  tho 

brigade,  reunited,  moved  forward  ;    but  upon  arriving  at  about 

yards  of  the  battery  it  retired. 

After  being  satisfied  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  his  position, 
the  General  aboutfaced  the  brigade,  marched  about  one  hundred 
yards,  and  rested  for  the  night.  I  threw  out  a  picket  in  front  of  my 
regiment  for  the  night. 

It  was  in  this  charge,  that  Dr.  Joseph  Crockett,  assistant  surgeon, 
and  private  James  Perfater  (company  L,)  were  mortally  wounded; 
privates  James  R.  Richardson  (company  B,)  James  Bedell,  (company 
A,)  were  wounded. 

I  beg  to  say  that  in  the  charge  the  regiment  did  most  handsomely, 
preserving  the  alignment  while  charging;  and  the  men  seemed  to  vis 
"with  each  other  in  the  effort  to  get  the  battery. 


The  casualties  were  as  follows  : 

Dr.  Joseph  Crockett,  assistant  surgeon,  mortally  wounded. 

Company  A — Private  .Tames  A.  Bevell,  wounded. 

Company  B — Private  James  II.  Richardson,  wounded. 

Company  L — Private  James  Perfater,  mortally  wounded. 

I  must  be  pardoned  for  saying  that  the  men  and  officers  of  my  regi 
ment  were  very  much  pleased  at  the  handsome  and  splendid  style  IE 
which  the  brigade  was  led  into  action  by  the.  General  commanding. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  27th.  T  threw  out  some  men  to  relieve 
the  pickets  I  had  put  out  the  night  before  ;  they  brought  in  several 
prisoners.  It  was  some  three  or  four  of  these  fresh  men  who  ar 
rested  Briga4ier  General  Reynolds  arid  Captain .  his  Assistant 

Adjutant  General.  The  regiment  remained  here  until  Sunday  morn 
ing,  when  it,  with  the  brigade,  marched  to  the  bridge  across  tho 
Chickahominy,  where  it  remained  inactive  until  nearly  night,  and  then 
returned  to  the  ground  occupied  in  the  morning. 

On  Monday,  the  30th,  the  regiment  took  up  the  line  of  inaroh  and 
proceeded  to  a  point  at  or  near  White  Oak  Swamp,  where  it  remained 
for  the  night. 

On  Tuesday,  1st  July,  marched  down road,  halted  near  a 

church.  While  here  the  enemy,  who  occupied  a  strong  position  on 
Malvern  Hill,  opened  fire  upon  the  advance  of  our  army,  whereupon 
HU  artillery  duet  ensued  between  ours,  and  the  enemy's  battery.  The 
brigade  was  here  to  seek  cover  in  the  woods,  where  it  remained  until 
quite  late  in  the  evening.  My  regiment  did  not  suifer  from  the  shells 
thrown  by  the  enemy,  though  some  casualties  occurred  in  the  brigade. 
Late  in  the  evening,  the  infantry  became  engaged,  and  my  regiment, 
with  the  brigade,  marched  to  the  scene  of  action.  I  received  no  or 
ders,  but  followed  the  twenty-seventh  regiment,  which  was  my  position 
on  the  inarch.  The  twenty-seventh  double  quicked  through  the  woods; 
I  followed,  passing  out  of  the  woods  into  an  open  field.  We  wore  exposed 
to  a  tremendous  and  furious  fire  from  the  enemy's  battery.  I  continued 
to  move  the  regiment  at  double-quick,  in  order  to  secure  the  woods  some 
two  hundred  yards  in  advance,  where  I  intended  to  close  this  regiment 
up,  as  coming  so  rapidly  through  the  first  woods,  the  files  became 
widely  separated,  but  all  entered  the  field  and  were  striving  to  close 
up^  though  the  shells  were  bursting  all  around,  and  in  grat  rapidity. 

But  when  the  first  company  reached  the  woods,  Colonel  Grigsby, 
I  believe,  or  it  may  have  been  some  one  else,  commanded,  "Left  into 
line."  I  commanded,  "Halt,"  and  did  all  I  could  to  stop  the  regi 
ment,  in  order  to  close  it  up ;  but  it  was  getting  late  and  the  cheering 
of  the  men  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  arrest  the  movement.  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel  Garner  and  Major  Terry,  did  all  in  their  power  to 
bring  the  regiment  together  ;  but,  unfortunately,  it  was  not  accom 
plished.  It  was  here  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Garner's  horse  was 
shot  dead,  falling  upon  him,  and  he  was  unable  to  get  from  under  his 
horse  until  assisted.  Up  to  this  moment,  he  was  doing  all  a  man 
could  do  to  get  the  men  together. 

Major  Terry  acted  well  his  part,  but  exposing  himself  all  the  time 
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jode  in  with  that  portion  of  t-he  regiment  who  had  entered  the  woods. 
But  in  the  meantime,  it  had  grown  quite  dark,  and  it  was  difficult,  in 
a  wood  so  dense,  to  keep  even  the  advance  portion  of  the  regiment 
together.  Passing  through  this  wood,  I  reached  the  -.  -  road,  with 
only  a  part  of  the  regiment.  In  a  word,  the  regiment  unfortu 
nately  became  separated,  and  owing  altogether  to  the  fact  that  the 
command  above  referred  to  was  given  by  some  one.  But  for  this,  1 
would  have  secured  a  new  formation  of  the  regiment,  and  taken  it 
altogether  into  action.  But  as  it  was.  some  were  on  the  left  and 
others  on  the  light  of  other  troops.,  Men  and  officers,  as  far  as  1 
could  discover,  -acted  very  well  in  the  engagement. 

The  casualties  were  as  follows  : 

Onn.prmy  A  —  Killed:  Private  James  Henley.  .Wounded:  .Pri 
vates  Junes  G.  Tate,  in  leg;  II.  SnoJgrnss,  in  arm;  H.  R.  Ool- 
therc"),  in  head;  A.  J.  Pierce,  in  left  shoulder. 

Company  II.  —  Killed.  Private  James  T.  Sander*.  Wounded:  Cor 
poral  Goo  W.  Gross,  ia  thigh;  Private  Diniel  Munick,  in  mouth. 

Company  0.  —  Killed  :  Private  George  Snuffer.  Wounded:  Privates 
John  Newby.  James  M.  Sloan. 

Company  D  —  Wounded:  Privates  S.  E.  James,  Wm.  UmbargerT 
James  Duncan,  Isnac  Broun,  A.  0.  Saunders. 

Company  G.  —  Killed  :  First  Lieutenant  Robert  0.  Taylor.  Wounded: 
Sergeant  E.  Mclngles,  private?  Wm.  Duarty,  John  Craig,  J.  H. 
Kropff,  E.  D  Oadock. 

Compat  y  II.  —  Killed  :  Sergeant  Samuel  G.  Rapp.  Wounded:  Pri- 
yates  J.  A.  Leech.  John  0.  Lewis,  James  F.  Reynolds. 

Company  L.  —  Wounded:  Sergeants  Samuel  J.  Sleper.  John  H. 
Kepps,  Corporal  Henry  D.  Price,  private  Joel  R.  Cook.  Killed:  Pri 
vate  Samuel  G.  Sites. 

RECAPITULATION  OF  CASUALTIES,  JUNK  27xn. 

Wounded  —  Commissioned  Officers,  (Ass't  Surg'n)      -         I 
"  Privates,  3 

Aggregate,     -  -      -         4 

i  RECAPITULATION  OF  CASUALTIES,  JULY  I«T. 

Killed  —  Commissioned  Officers,         -                   -  I 

*«         Non-cotnmissioned  Officers,  I 

Wounded  —             "                    "  5 

Killed  —  Privates,  5 

Wounded—  •«                                        ....  20 


Casualties  in  all,  thirty-six. 

Respectfully  submitted,  W.  L., 

Colonel  4th.  Rf  foment  Virginia   Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  CARMICHAEL. 

SWENTH  REGIMENT  GEORGIA  VOLUNTEERS,  > 

July',  1862.      5 

(•.  HARDWICK, 
1  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

1  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  brave  and  heroic  conduct  of 
Sergeant  T.  A.  Adderhold,  of  company  I,  seventh  regiment  Georgia 
volunteers,  who,  after  the  colors  had  been  twice  shot  down,  sprang 
forward,  and,  grasping  the  staff  amid  a  storm  of  grape  and  canister, 
shouted  to  hfttaomrades  to  rally  around  their  common  standard,  and 
did  not  quit  the  colors  till  he  had  received  a  frightful  wound  and  was 
obliged  to  torn  them  over  to  one  more  fortunate. 
A7erv  respectfully, 

GEORGE  H.  CARMICHAEL, 
Captain  commajiding  regiment. 


rvvx*    C!tf\\o 
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ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA. 
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BATTLE  OF  CEDAR 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  GENERAL   JACKSON, 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS,  A.   N.   V.,  > 

April  4,   1863.      \ 

Brigadier  General  R.  H.   CHILTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector   Ge?ieral, 

Headquarters  Depart-in  cut  Northern   Virginia  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of 
the  operations  of  my  command  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Rim,  on  the  9th 
day  of  August,  1862: 

Intelligence  having  reached  the  commanding  General  that  Gordons- 
ville  was  endangered  by  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  I  was  ordered  to 
move  in  that  direction  with  Ewell's  and  Jackson's  divisions,  from  iny 
position  on  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike,  near  Richmond.  I  arrived 
near  Gordonsville  on  the  19th  day  of  July.  From  information  re 
ceived  respecting  the  strength  of  the  opposing  Federal  army,  under 
General  Pope,  1  requested  the  commanding  General  to  reinforce  me, 
He  accordingly  sent  forward  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill,  with  his 
division.  On  the  2nd  of  August,  whilst  Colonel  (now  Brigadier 
General)  W.  E.  Jones,  by  direction  of  Brigadier  General  Robertson, 
was  moving  with  the  seventh  Virginia,  cavalry  to  take  charge  of  picket 
posts  on  the  Rapidan,  he  received  intelligence,  before  he  reached 
Orange  Court-House,  that  the  enemy  was  in  possession  of  the  town. 
Finding  the  main  street  filled  with  Federal  cavalry,  Colonel  Jones 
boldly  charged  the  head  of  the  Federal  column,  whilst  its  flank  was 
attacked  by  another  portion  of  the  regiment,  under  Major  Marshall. 
Both  attacks  were  successful  and  the  enemy  was  hastily  driven  from 
the  town;  but  as  our  cavalry  was  vastly  outnumbered,  it  was  soon 
after  forced  to  fall  back,  in  consequence  of  the  enemy's  greatly  supe 
rior  force  in  front,  and  the  fire  from  his  flanking  parties.  Upon 
Colonel  Jones'  subsequent  show  of  resistance,  near  where  the  engage 
ment  commenced,  the  enemy  retired  a  short  distance,  and  about  an 
hour  aiterwards  retreated.  Whilst  Colonel  Jones  was  gallantly  lead- 


ing  his  men  in  the  charge  he  received  a  sabre  wound.  I  regret  to 
say  that,  during  the  engagement,  Major  Marshall  was  captured. 

Having  received  information  that  only  part  of  General  Pope's  army 
was  at  Culpeper  Court-House,  and  hoping,  through  the  blessing  of 
Providence,  to  be  able  to  defeat  it  before  reinforcements  should  arrive 
th'ere,  Swell's,  Hill's  and  Jackson's  divisions  were  moved,  on  the  7th, 
in  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  from  their^  respective  encampments 
near  Gordonsville.  On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
north  of  the.  Rupidan,  was  driven  back  by  ours,  under  Brigadier 
General  Robertson.  Our  cavalry  pursued  the  enemy's  on  the  direct 
road  from  Barnett's  ford  to  Culpeper  Court-House,  and  was  followed 
by  the  other  troops,  Swell's  division  leading.  As  the  Federal  cavalry 
subsequently  displayed  unusual  activity,  and,  from  -reports  received 
by  me,  was  seriously  endangering  the  train  of  Jackson's  division,  I 
directed  General  Lawton  to  guard  it  with  his  brigade,.  He  was  thus 
thrown  in  rear  of  the  division,  and  prevented  from  taking  part  in  the 
battle  of  the  following  day. 

On  the  9th,  as  we  arrived  within  about  eight  miles  of  Culpeper 
Court-House,  we  found  the  enemy  in  our  front,  near  Cedar  Run,  and 
a  short  distance  west  and  north  of  Slaughter's  Mountain.  When  first 
seen,  his  cavalry,  in  large  force,  occupied  a  ridge  to  the  right  ot  the 
road.  A  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Terry,  opened  upon  the  cavalry, 
which  soon  forced  it  to  retire.  Our  fire  was  responded  to  by  some 
guns  beyond  the  ridge,  from  which  the  Federal  advance  had  just  been 
driven.  Soon  after  this,  the  enemy's  cavalry  returned  to  the  posi 
tion  where  U  was  first  seen.  General  Early  was  ordered  forward, 
keeping  near  the  Culpeper  road,  whilst  General  Ewell,  with  his  two 
remaining  brigades,  Trimble's  and  Hays',  (the  latter  commanded  by 
Colonel  Forno,)  diverged  from  the  road  to  the  right,  advancing  along 
the  west  :rn  slope  of  Slaughter's  Mountain.  General  Early,  forming 
his  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  moved  into  the  open  field,  and  passing 
a  short  distance  to  the  right  of  the  road,  but  parallel  to  it,  pushed 
forward,  driving  the  Federal  cavalry  before  him  to  the  crest  of  a  hill, 
which  overlooked  ihe  ground  between  his  troops  and  the  opposite  hill, 
along  which  the  enemy's  batteries  were  posted.  In  his  front  the 
ccuntry  was,  for  some  distance,  open  and  broken.  A  corn-field,  and, 
to  the  left  of  it,  a  wheat-field,  upon  which  the  shocks  were  yet 
standing,  extended  to  the  opposite  hill,  which  was  covered  with 
timber.  So  soon  as  Early  reached  the  eminence  described,  tho  Fed 
eral  batteries  wer.e  opened  upon  him.  Large  bodies  of  cavalry  were 
seen  in  the  wheat-field  to  the  left.  General  Early  hiving  retired  his 
troops  under  the  protection  of  the  hill,  Captain  Brown,  with  one 
piece,  and  Captain  Dement,  with  three  pieces  of  artillery,  planted 
their  guns  in  advance  of  his  right  and  opened  a  rapid  and  well 
directed  fire  upon  the  Federal  batteries.  By  this  time,  General 
Winder,  with  Jackson's  division,  had  arrived,  and,  after  having  dis 
posed  Campbell's  brigade,  Lieutenant  Colonel  G'arnett  commanding, 
to  the  left,  under  cover  of  the  wood,  near  the  wheat  fi.3!d,  Talia- 
ferro's  brigade,  parallel  to  the  road,  in  rear  of  the  batteries  of  Poague, 
Carpenter,  and  Caskie,  then  being  placed  near  the  road,  under  the 


direction  of  Major  Andrews,  chief  of  artillery  of  the  division,  and 
Winder's  brigade,  Colonel  Ronald  commanding,  as  a  reserve,  he  was 
proceeding  to  direct,  with  his  usual  skill  and  coolness,  the  movements 
of  those  batteries,  when  he'was  struck  by  a  shell,  from  which  he  ex 
pired  in  a  few  hours.  It  is  difficult  within  the  proper  reserve  of  an 
official  report,  to  do  justice  to  the  merits  of  this  accomplished  officer. 
Urged  by  the  medical  director  to  take  ro  part  in  the  movements  of 
the  day,  because  of  the  then  enfeebled  stnte  of  his  health,  his  ardent 
patriotism  and  military  pride  could  bear  no  such  restraint.  Richly 
endowed  with  those  qualities  of  mind  and  person  which  fit  an  officer 
for  command,  and  which  attract  the  admiration  and  excite  the  enthu 
siasm  of  troops,  he  was  rapidly  rising  to  the  front  rank  of  Is  is  pro 
fession.  His  loss  has  been  severely  felt.  The  command  of  Jackson's 
division  no'w  devolved  upon  Brigadier  General  William  B  Taliaferra, 
whose  brigade  during  the  remainder  of  Che  action  was  commanded  by 
Colonel  A.  G.  Taliaferro. 

In  the  meantime  General  Ewell,  with  the  brigades  of  Tiimble  and 
Hays,  reached  the  northwest  termination  of  Slaughter's  Mountain, 
and,  upon  an  elevated  spot  about  two  hundred  feet,  at  ovc  the  valley 
below,  had  planted  Lattimer's  guns,  which  opened  with  mfftked  effect 
upon  the  enemy's  batteries.  For  some  two  hours  a  rapid  and  con 
tinuous  fire  of  artilltry  was  kept  up  on  both  sides.  Our  batteries 
were  well  served,  and  damaged  the  enemy  seriously.  Especial  credit 
is  due  Major  Andrews  for  the  success  and  gallantry  with  which  his 
guns  were  directed  until  he  was  severely  wounded  and  taken  from  the 
field.  About  five  o'clock,  the  enemy  threw  forward  his  skirmishers 
through  a  corn  field,  and  advanced  his  infantry,  until  then  concealed 
in  the  wood,  to  the  rear  and  left  of  his  batteries.  Another  body  of 
infantry,  apparently  debouching  from  one  of  those  rallies  hid  from 
the  view  by  the  undulating  character  of  the  country,  moved  upon 
Early's  right,  which  rested  near  a  clump  of  cedars,  where  the  guns 
of  Brown  and  D(  merit  were  posted. 

The  infantry  fight  soon  extended  to  the  left  and  centre.  Early  be 
came  warmly  engaged  with  the  enemy  on  his  right  and  front  He  had 
previously  called  for  reinforcements.  As  General  Hill  had  arrived 
with  his  division,  me  of  his  brigades,  General  Thrmas',  \vn*  t»ent  to 
Early,  and  joined  nim  in  time  U)  render  efficient  service.  Whil-t  the 
attack  upon  Early  \vas  in  programs,  the  main  bcdy  of  the  Federal  in 
fantry  moved  down  from  the  wood,  through  the  corn  and  wfu  at.  fields, 
and  fell  with  great  vigor  upon  our  extreme  left,  and,  by  the  force  of 
superior  numbers,  bearing  down  all  opposition,  turned  it,  and  poured  a 
destructive  fire  into  its  rear.  Campbell's  brigade  fell  back  in  disorder. 
The  enemy  pushing  foiward,  and  the  left  flank  of  Taliaferro's  brigade 
being,  by  these  movements,  exposed  to  a  flank  fire,  fell  back,  as  did 
also  the  left  of  Early  V  line,  the  remainder  of  his  command  holding 
its  position  with  great  firmness. 

During  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  the  rear  of  the  guns  of  Jackson's 
division  becoming  exposed,  they  were  withdrawn.  At  this  critical 
moment  Branch's  brigade,  of  Hill's  division,  with  Winder's  biigade 
further  to  the  left,  met  the  Federal  forces,  flushed  with  their  tempo- 
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rary  triumph,  and  drove  them  back  with  terrible  slaughter,  through 
the  wood.  The  fight  was  still  maintained  with  obstinacy,  between  the 
enemy  and  the  two  brigades  just  named,  when  Archer  and  Fender 
coming  up,  a  general  charge  was  made,  which  drove  the  enemy  across 
the  field  into  the  opposite  woods,  strewing  the  narrow  valley  with  their 
dead.  In  this  charge,  Archer's  brigade  was  subjected  to  a  heavy  fire. 
At  this  time  the  Federal  cavalry  charged  upon  Taliaferro's  brigade  with 
impetuous  valor;  but  were  met  with  such* determined  resistance  by 
Taliaferro's  brigade  in  its  front,  and  by  so  galling  a  fire  from  Branch's 
brigade  in  flank,  that  it  was  forced  rapidly  from  the  field,  with  loss 
and  in  disorder. 

In  the  meantime,  General  Ewell,  on  the  right,  found  himself  kept 
back  from  advanci-ng  by  the  incessant  fire  from  our  batteries  in  the 
valley,  which  swept  his  only  approach  to  the  enemy's  left.  This  diffi 
culty  no  longer  existing,  he  moved  with  his  two  brigades,  Trimble's 
in  the  advance,  and  pressed  forward  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  en 
emy's  artillery,  the  front  covered  by  skirmishers  from  the  fifteenth 
Alabama,  and  the  brigades  advancing  in  echelon  of  regiments.  Thus 
repulsed  from  our  left  and  centre,  and  now  pressed  by  our  right,  centre 
and  left,  tlife  Federal  force  fell  back  at  every  point  of  their  line,  and 
commenced  retreating,  leaving 'their  dead  and  wounded  on  the  field  of 
battle.  Though  late,  I  was  so  desirous  of  reaching  Culpeper  Court- 
House  before  morning,  as  to  induce  me  to  pursue.  The  advance  was 
accordingly  ordered — General  Hill,  with  his  division  leading  ;  but 
owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  it  was  necessary  to  move  cau 
tiously.  Stafford's  brigade,  which  was  in  front,  captured  some  prisoners. 
Before  we  had  probably,  advanced  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half,  Far 
row,  my  most  reliable  scout,  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy  was  but  a 
few  hundred  yards  from  our  advance.  Pegram's  battery,  supported 
by  Field's  brigade,  soon  took  position  just  beyond  the  wood  through 
which  we  had  passed,  and  opened  upon  the  enemy.  This  well  directed 
and  unexpected  fire  produced  much  disorder  and  confusion  among  that 
portion  of  the  Federal  troops.  Three  batteries  were,  however,  soon 
opened  in  reply,  and  a  heavy  cannonade  was  continued  for  some  time, 
causing  Captain  Pegram  severe  loss  and  ^-ilencing  him. 

In  the  meantime,  Colonel  Jones,  with  the  seventh  Virginia  cavalry, 
had  passed  to  our  right  and  front.  He  succeeded  in  capturing  some 
prisoners,  one  of  whom  reported  thw Federal  reinforcements  had  ar 
rived.  Believing  it  imprudent  to  continue  to  move  forward  during 
the  darkness,  1  ordered  a  halt  for  the  night. 

On  the  following  morning,  (luth,)  having  reason  to  believe  the 
Federal  army  had  been  so  largely  reinforced  as  to  render  it  im 
prudent  for  me  to  attempt  to  advance  further,  directions  were  given 
for  sending  the  wounded  to  the  rear,  for  burying  the  dead,  and  collect 
ing  arms  from  the  battle  field.  In  the  course  of  the  same  morning, 
General  J.  £.  B.  Stuart  arrived  on  a  tour  of  inspection.  At  my  re 
quest  he  took  command  of  the  cavalry,  and  made  a  reconnoissance  for 
the  purpose  of  gaining  information  respecting  the  numbers  and  move 
ments  of  the  enemy  From  his  report,  as  well  as  from  other  sources 
of  information,  I  was  confirmed  in  my  opinion  that  the  heavy  forces 


concentrated  in  front,  rendered  it  unwise,  on  my  part,  to  renew  the 
action.  The,  main  body  of  my  troops  were,  however,  so  posted  as  to 
receive  the  attack,  if  the  enemy  decided  to  advance. 

On  the  1 1th,  a  flag  of  truce  was  received  from  the  enemy,  who  re 
quested  permission1,  until  two  o'clock,  to  remove  and  bury  his  dead, 
not  already  interred  by  our  troops.  This  was  granted  and  the  time 
subsequently  extended,  by  request  of  the  enemy,  to  five  in  the  morning. 

We  captured  four  hundred  prisoners,  and  among  them  Brigadier 
General  Pi  ince  ;  five  thousand  three  hundred  and  two  small  arms, 
one  twelve-pounder  Napoleon  and  its  caisson,  with  two  other  caissons 
and  a  limber ;  three  colors,  by  Winder's  brigade,  one  being  from  the 
fifth  Connecticut,  and  another  from  the  twenty-eighth  New  York. 

The  official  reports  of  the  casualties  of  my  command  in  this  battle 
show  a  loss  of  nineteen  officers  killed  and  one  hundred  and  fourteen 
wounded ;  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  two  hundred 
and  four  killed  and  nine  hundred  and  forty-six  wounded,  with  thirty- 
one  missing,  making  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  (223)  killed,  and 
one  thousand  and  sixty  (1,060)  wounded.  Total  loss  of  killed, 
wounded  and  missing,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  fourteen 
(1,314.)  This  loss  was  probably  about  one-half  that  sustained  by 
the  enemy. 

I  remained  in  position  until  the  night  of  the  1  Hh,  when  I  returned 
to  the  vicinity  of  Gordonsville,  in  order  to  avoid  being  attacked  by 
the  vastly  superior  force  in  front  of  me,  and  with  the  hope  that  by 
thus  falling  back,  General  Pope  would  be  induced  to  follow  me  until  I 
should  be  reinforced. 

The  conduct  of  officers  and  men  during  the  battle  merits  great 
praise.  My  chief  of  artillery,  Colonel  S.  Crutchfield,  ably  discharged 
his  duties.  In  the  prompt  transmission  of  orders,  great  assistance 
was  received  from  Major  E.  F.  Paxton,  A.  A.  A.  G.  ;  Captain  A.  S, 
Pendletoa,  A.  A.  G. }  First  Lieutenant  J.  K.  Boswell,  Chief  Engi 
neer  ;  First  Lieutenant  J.  G.  Morrison,  A.  D.  C.  ;  First  Lieutenant 
H.  K.  Douglass,  A.  I.  G.  ;  First  Lieutenant  J.  T.  L.  Snead,  of  the 
engineer  corps  ;  Colonel  Wm.  L.  Jackson,  volunteer  A.  D.  C.,  and 
Colonel  A.  R.  Boteler,  volunteer  A.  D.  C.  The  wounded  received 
special  attention  from  my  medical  director,  Dr.  Hunter  McGuire . 
The  quartermaster  and  commissary  departments  were  well  managed 
during  the  expedition  by  their  respective  chiefs,  Major  J.  A.  Herman 
and  Major  W.  J.  Hawks. 

For  further  information  respecting  the  detailed  movement  of  troops 
and  conduct  of  individual  officers  and  men,  I  would  respectfully  call 
your  attention  to  the  accompanying  official  reports  of  other  officers. 

Two  maps,  by  Mr.  J.  Hotchkiss — one  of  the  route  of  the  army 
during  the  expedition  and  the  other  of  the  battle-field — are  trans 
mitted  herewith. 

In  order  to  render  thanks  to  God   for  the   victory  at   Cedar   Run, 
and  other  past  victories,  and  to  implore   His  continued   favor  in  the 
future,  divine  service  was  held  in  the  army  on  the  14th  of  August. 
I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.   JACKSON,  Lieutenant  General, 


LIST    show-ing  the,  killed    and  wounded    in    the    army  commanded  i 
Major  Gwtral  Jackson  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Run, 
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REPORT  OF  GENERAL  EWELL. 

RICHMOND  VIRGINIA,  March  6,  1863. 

Colonel  C.  J.  FAULKNER, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  as  follows,  the  movements  of  my 
division  at  Cedar  Run,  on  the  9th  August,  1862: 

My  division  followed  the  cavalry  advance,  and  when  we  reached 
the  south  end  of  the  valley,  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  seen  in  strong 
force  in  our  front.  A  recormoissance  was  made,  and  artillery  fired 
on  the  enemy,  which  drove  them  back,  soon  to  re-appear.  It  was 
evident  that  the  enemy  intended  to  make  a  stand  at  this  place. 
Shortly  after  one  o'clock,  my  division  was  ordered  forward.  Early's 
brigade,  under  cover  of  the  woods,  to  the  left,  Trimble's  and  Forno's 
brigades  on  the  right,  Dement's  Maryland^irtillery,  Brown's,  Chesa 
peake  artillery,  D'Aquin's  Louisiana  artillery,  were  posted  in  the 
valley,  and  served  \\ith  effect,  under  the  general  direction  of  Major 
Ccurtnay,  m  the  plain.  I  reached  the  point  of  Slaughter's  Moun 
tain,  with  the  two  brigades  or  Trimble  and  Forno,  and  established, 
from  a  commanding  position,  Latimer's  battery,  with  a  section  of 
Johnson's,  under  Lieutenant  Terry,  which  opened,  with  marked  ef 
fect,  on  the  enemy,  drawing  much  of  the  artillery  fire  which  had  been 
concentrated  against  our  left  wicg.  Captain  Latimer  was  advanced 
later  in  the  evening,  so  as  to  obtain  a  more  effective  position.  The 
enemy  moved  a  section  of  artillery  to  meet  this  fire  and  protect  their 
left  flank.  Captain  Latimer  exhibited  his  usu^l  coolness  and  judg 
ment.  Major  Lowther  was  ordeiecf  forward  with  the  fifteenth  Ala 
bama,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  against  the  enemy's  left  flank.  They 
were  exposed  to  the*  fire  of  artillery,  which  they  supported  with 
unflinching  bravery,  and  led  the  later  movements  from  our  right.  I 
found  that  a  mill  pond  stopped  the  further  progress  of  our  right,  and 
for  a  short  time  the  only  approach  against  the  enemy  was  swept  by 
our  batteries  in  the  valley.  When  this  difficulty  was  removed,  the 
two  biigades  marched,  under  a  heavy  fire,  from  the  enemy's  artillery, 
against  «he  battery  on  their  left,  the  front  covered  by  skirmishers 
from  the  fifteenth  Alabama,  the  brigade  advancing  in  echelon  of  reg 
iments.  The  enemy  hastily  abandoned  the  field,  leaving  their  wounded, 
several  loaded  ammunition  wagons,  and  a  piece  of  artillery.  As  it 
was  too  late  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe,  and  shouting  was  heard  to 
my  left,  (in  rear  of  line  of  battle,)  I  halted  to  communicate  with  the 
centre,  now  advancing  under  General  Early,  in  a  direction  to  inter 
sect  my  line  of  march.  While  waiting,  1  received  orders  to  join  the 
left  wing,  under  the  M^jor  General  in  person.  Night  stopped  the 
pursuit,  and  next  morning  I  was  remanded  to  Slaughter's  Mountain. 
An  armistice  having  been  agreed  on  to  bury  the  de;«d,  General  Early 
returned  to  the  field  with  a  detachment  from  his  brigade,  and  while 
there,  secured  six  wagon  loads  of  arms,  besides  burying  nearly  one 
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hundred  dead  left  by  the  other  divisions  of  the  army,  and  which 
would  not  have  been  buried  but  for  his  energy.  General  Early, 
though  on  duty  since  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  was  still  so  enfee 
bled  from  the  effects  of  a  wound. received  at  Williamsburg,  as  to  be 
unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assistance.  I  beg  to  call  the  at 
tention  of  the  Major  General  commanding  to  the  gallant  and  effec 
tive  service  rendered  by  General  Early  in  repulsing  repeated  attacks 
of  the  enemy,  and  contributing  largely  in  driving  him  from  the  field. 
I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  for  promotion,  and  also  heartily  en 
dorse  his  recommendation  for  the  promotion  of  Colonel  Walker,  of 
the  thirteenth  Virginia,  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier  General.  My  staff 
present  were,  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  M.  Jones  and  Captain  G.  Camp 
bell  Brown,  adjutant  general  department,  Lieutenant  T,  T.  Turner, 
aid-de-camp,  and  Lieutenant  Richardson,  engineer  corps.  These 
officers  were,  as  usual,  active  and  efficient  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties.  Lieutenant  Elliott  Johnson,  aid-de-camp  to  Brigadier  Gen 
eral  Garnett,  volunteered  on  iny  staff,  for  the  battle,  and  here,  as  well 
as  afterwards,  at  Bristoe,  ^profited  largely  by  his  activity,  coolness 
and  intelligence.  This  officer  was  severely  wounded  at  Sharpsburg. 
His  valuable  and  long  services  to  the  Confederacy,  much  of  the  time 
without  rank,  entitle  him  to  promotion^  I  enclose  herewith  reports 
from  Captain  D'Aquin's  Louisiana  battery,  Major  Courtay,  chief  of 
artillery,  Colonel  Walker,  thirteenth  Virginia,  Colonel  Forno,  com 
manding  Hays'  brigade,  (Louisiana,)  General  Trimble  and  General 
Early.  My  losses  were  eight  wounded  in  the  artillery. 

KILLED.  WOUNDED. 

Early 's  Brigade,  16  145 

Trimble's     "  1  17 

Forno's  (Hays')  Brigade,  0  8 

Total,  17  178 

flespectfully, 

R.  S.  EWELL,  Commanding. 

P.  S.  I    enclose  a 'drawing    of  the  field  of  battle,  by   Lieutenant 
Richardson,  engineer  corps,  showing  movements  of  the  division. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  A.  P.  HILL. 

HEADQUARTERS  LIGHT  DIVISION,      > 
Camp  Gregg,  March  8,  1863.  $ 

Lieutenant  Colonel  G.  J.  FAULKNER,  A.  A.  G.  : 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  light  division,  under  my  command,  at  the  battle  of 
Cedar  Run  : 

On  the  night  of  the  7th  August,  1862,  my  division,  to  which  had 
been  added  the  Lousiana  brigade  of  Colonel  Stafford,  encamped  around 
Orange  Court-House,  That  night  orders  were  received  by  me,  from 
Major  General  Jackson,  to  move  at  dawn  in  the  morning,  and  in  the 
following  order,  viz  :  EwelPs  Hill's  and  Jackson's  divisions. 

At  the  appointed  time,  I  was  ready,  with  the  head  of  my  leading- 
brigade  resting  near  the  street  down  which  I  understood  Eweli  was  to 
pass,  and  reada  to  take  ray  appointed  place  in  the  column  of  march. 
A  little  after^Rinrise,  a  division  commenced v  passing,  which  I  sup 
posed  to  be  EwelPs.  One  or  two  brigades  having  passed,  I  then  re 
cognized  it  to  be  Jackson's,  and  learned  that  Ewell  had  taken  another 
route  by  Liberty  Mills.  Of  this  no  intimation  had  been  given  me. 
Not  desiring  to  separate  the  brigades  of  the  division,  I  awaited  its 
passing  and  fell  in,  in  rear  of  it.  Jackson's  division  was  followed  by 
quite  a  train  of  wagons,  and  such  I  understood  tp  be  General  Jack* 
son's  order,  and  nothing  had  been  said  about  the  trains  in  the  order 
of  march.  My  column  progressed  so  slowly  that  I  rode  on  to  the 
river  to  see  the  cause  of  the  delay.  I  there  found  that  a  portion  of 
Jackson's  division  had  net  crossed,  and  all  were  delayed  by  the  pass 
ing  of  Swell's  tropps  and  trains,  his  road  joining  ours  at  this  point, 
I  sent  word  to  General  Jackson  that  th$  trains  were  delaying  the 
'march  of  the  troops  very  much,  and  to  know  if  it  was  his  order  that 
the  trains  were  to  follow  in  rear  of  each  division.  Between  four  and 
five  o'clock,  the  wagons  of  Ewell  still  passing,  and  a  portion  of  Jack 
son's  division  still  not  having  crossed  the  river,  I  received  an  order 
from  General  Jackson,  to  go  back  to  Orange  Court  House  and  en 
camp  for  the  night.  The  head  of  my  column  having  only  made 
about  a  mile,  I  bivouacked  the  brigades  where  they  were.  That 
aight,  I  sent  a  note  to  General  Jackson,  at  Garnett's  house, 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  get  along  the  next  day 
with  my  artillery,  unless  the  road  was  cleared  of  the  trains  ;  that,  fa 
miliar  with  the  country,  if  he  would  permit,  I  could  take  my  division 
by  a  short  road,  by  the  ford  at  Holliday's  Mill,  and  join  him  at  any  point 
he  might  designate.  The  reply  I  received  was,  thatjthe  trains  had  beea 
ordered  from  the  road,  and  to  move  immediately  by  the  route  first  de 
signated,  as  it  was  his  intention  to  be  ia  Culpeper  Court  House  that 
night.  Moving  before  daylight,  Lawton's,  Talliaferro's  and  other 
brigades  were  overhauled  just  as  they  were  in  motion.  The  enemy's 
cavalry  having  made  some  demonstrations  on  our  left,  Gregg  was  or- 
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dered  to  remain  at  the  ford  and  protect  the  crossing  of  the  trains,  and 
as  a  guard  on  the  inarch.  My  order  of  march  wag,  Thomas,  Branch, 
Archer,  Fender,  Stafford  and  Field.  Arriving  within  about  six  miles 
of  Culpeper  Court-House,  the  heavy  firing  in  front  gave  notice  that 
the  battle  had  commenced.  I  was  then  directed  by  General  Jackson  tc 
send  a  brigade  to  the  support  of  Taliaferro,  who  was  in  line  of  battlf 
on  the  right  of  the  main  road.  Thomas  was  sent  on  this  duty,  and 
formed  his  line  immediately  in  rear  of  Taliaferro's.  Lieutenant  Col 
onel  Walker  placed  Pegrar<p'sand  Fleet's  batteries  in  eligible  positions 
in  front  of.Early's  brigade,  (General  Taliaferro's  right;)  Branch, 
Archer  and  Fender,  as  they  came  up,  were  successively  formed  on  the 
left  of  the  road.  Winder's  brigade,  immediately  in  front  of  Branch, 
being  hard  pressed,  broke,  and  many  fugitives  came  back.  Without, 
waiting  for  the  formation  of  the  entire  line,  Branch  was  immediately 
ordered  forward,  and  passing  through  the  broken  brigade,  received  tht 
enemy's  fire,  promptly  returned  it,  checked  the  pursuit,  and  in  turr- 
drove  them  back,  and  relieved  Taliaferro's  flank.  The  enemy,  driven 
across  an  open  field,  had  rallied  in  a  wood  skirting  it.  Branch  was 
engaging  when  Archer  came  up,  and,  with  Fender  ontfke  left,  the  en 
emy  were  charged  across  this  field,  the  brigade  of  Arcner  being  sub 
jected  to  a  very  heavy  fire.  General  Thomas,  on  the  right,  had  beer> 
ordered  by  General  Jackson  to  the  right  to  support  Early's  brigade 
•Quite  a  large  portion  of  both  Early's  and  Taliaferro's  brigades  had 
'been  thrown  into  confusion,  some  of  the  regiments 'standing  firm,  the 
the  thirteenth  Virginia,  twenty-first  Virginia  and  twelfth  Georgia 
Thomas  formed  his  line  of  battle  along  a  fence  bordering  a  corn-field, 
through  which  the  enemy  were  advancing.  After  a  short  contest  here, 
the  enemy  were  hurled  back.  Pegram's  and  Fleet's  batteries,  the  latter 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Hardy,  did  heavy  execution  this  day, 
and  drove  back  several  attempts  to  capture  their  guns.  The  four 
teenth  Georgia,  under  the  gallant  Colonel  Folsom,  having  become  sep 
arated  from  the  rest  of  the  'brigade,  by  our  fugitives,  charged  the 
advancing  enemy,  and  with  brilliant  success.  The  enemy  had  no\f 
been  driven  from  every  part  of  the  field,  but  made  an  attempt  to  retrieve 
his  fortunes  by  a  cavalry  charge.  Their  squadrons,  advancing  across 
an  open  fied  in  front  of  Branch,  exposed  their  flank  to  him,  and,  en 
countering  a  deadly  fire  from  the  fourteenth  Georgia  and  thirteenth 
Virginia,  had  many  saddles  emptied,  and  fled  in  utter  disorder.  *Much 
credit  is  due  Thomas'  brigade  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  they 
acted,  under  very  discouraging  circumstances. 

It  was  now  dark,  and  the  field  had  been  won.  I  was  directed  to 
follow  the  enemy.  Colonel  Stafford  and  General  Field  being  now  up. 
Stafford's  brigade  was  put  in  advance,  and  Field,  with  Pegram's  bat- 
tery  next.  The  woods  in  our  front  having  first  been  shelled  for  seme  min 
utes  by  all  my  batteries,  Stafford  advanced,  feeling  his  way  cautiously, 
skirmishing  and  taking  prisoners.  Passing  through  the  woods,  he 
«ame  upon  the  enemy  in  force.  By  direction  of  General  Jackson, 
Pegram  occupied  a  little  knoll  upon  the  margin  of  the  field  and  opened 
fire.  Field  was  thrown  into  line  along  the  edge  of  the  woods  bor 
dering  the  field,  and  a  little  in  rear  of  Pegram.  Very  soon  a  concern 
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trie  fire  from  three  batteries,  at  short  range,  was  opened  on  Pegram, 
And  his  loss  in  men  and  horses  was  so  great  that  he  was  soon  silenced. 
vSfo  further  attempt  was  made  to  advance.  My  brigade  bivouacked 
fipon  the  ground,  and  next  day  were  withdrawn  a  short  distance  back, 
and  the  dead  buried. 

M"jor  J.  G.  Field  and  Capt.  F-  T.  Hill,  of  my  staff,  were  wounded, 
the  former  severely. 

My  loss  was  as  follows  : 

Killed.  Wounded. 

Colonels,  0  1 

Lieut.  Colonels          0  3 

Majors,  0  3 

Captains,  1  9 

Lieutenants,  3  16 

Privates,  45  113 

*    • 

49  145— Total,  194 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  P.  HILL. 

• 


On  the  above  report  was  the  following  endorsement: 

HEADQUARTERS  SD  CORPS,  A.  N.  V.,  March  19,  1863. 

Respectfully  forwarded.  The  reason  assigned  by  General  Hill  for 
his  division  not  being  next  to  Ewell's  on  the  day  preceding  the  battle 
of  Cedar  Run,  renders  it  proper  that  the  facts  of  the  case  should  be 
stated.  For  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  enemy  at  or  near  Culpeper 
Court- House,  I  directed  Generals  Ewell  and  Hill  to  leave  their  en 
campment  on  the  7th,  and,  at  dawn  on  the  following  morning,  to  re 
sume  the  march,  and  move  via  Barnett's  ford.  The  positions  of  the 
two  divisions  were  such  that  I  did  not  require  General  Hill's  division 
to  follow  General  Ewell's  on  the  7th,  but  I  did  expect  it  to  do  so  on 
the  8th  ;  and  such  would  have  .been  the  case,  had  General  Hill  car 
ried  out  the  instructions  which  I  gave  him  before  he  left  his  encamp- 
paent  on  the  7th.  to  move  at  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the  8th.  Ewell 
moved  early  in  the  morning,  and  though  he  did  not  cross  at  Barnett's 
ford,  yet  he  passed  near  that  point  in  coming  int*  the  road  upon  which 
.the  troops  were  to  move.  I'  passed  the  night  probably  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  from  the  centre  of  the  village  of  Orange  Court- House. 

After  sunrise  next  morning,  I  observed  some  of  Oe'neral  Hill's 
droops  still  where  they  had  bivouacked,  and  such  was  my  concern  at 
£heir  not  having  moved,  that  I  ordered  my  horse  and  rode  to  Orange 
Court  House,  where  I  found  General  Hill,  but  did  not  see  any  of  his 
troops  with  him.  I  spoke  to  him  ahout  his  not  having  moved,  and 
understood  him  to  say  that  he  was  waiting  for  Jackson?s  division  to 
pass.  The  sun  was  then  probably  over  an  hour  high.  The  advance 
of  Juck>ou's  division  had  reached  the  town  and  halted.  Desiring  tc 
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avoid  delay,  I  directed  my  A.  'A.  General,  Major  E.  F.  Paxton,  to 
order  Jackson's  division  forward.  Upon  reaching  Barnett's  ford,  on 
the  Rapidan,  I  found  Ewell's  division  moving  by  there.  Had  Gene 
ral  Hill  moved  at  dawn,  I  could,  had  1  deemed  it  necessary,  have 
halted  Ewell's  train  before  it  reached  the  road  upon  which  General 
Hill  was  to  move,  and  thus  have  brought  the  division  of  General  II, 
immediately  in  rear  of  that  of  General  Ewell.  As  General  H.  says 
that  he  was  to  move  at  dawn  and  follow  Ewell,  he  should  have  ex 
pected  Ewell  to  be  in  front,  and  not  in  rear  of  him  at  that  time.  If 
he  believed  that  the  division  for  which  he  was  waiting  to  pass  was 
Ewell's,  he  could  easily  have  sent  some  one  and  ascertained  the  fact. 
But  though  the  better  part  of  two  hours  had  elapsed  since  the  time 
fixed  for  marching,  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  he  had  taken  any  steps 
to  ascertain  ;  but  appears  to  have  taken  it  for  granted  that  the  divis 
ion  which  should  have  been  in  advance  of  him,  was  in  rear.  No  or 
der  was  sent  by  me  to  General  Hill  to  go  back  to  Orange  Court-H  >use 
and  encamp  for  the  night ;  on  the  contrary,  I  sent  a  verbal  order  to 
him,  by  my  chief  of  artillery,  Colonel  Crutchfield,  urging  him  for 
ward,  aad  also  sent  a  written  order  to  the  same  effect  by  a  courier. 

T.  J.  JACKSON,  Lieutenant  General. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  TALIAFERRO. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  VALLEY  ARMF,  > 
Camp  near  Liberty  Mills,  Va.,  August  13,  1862.      \ 

To  Captain  A.  S.  PENDLETON,  A.  A.  G  : 

CAPTAIN  :  By  direction  of  the  Major  General  commanding,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command  on  the  9th  instant, 
during  the  engagement  near  Cedar  Run  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  the  first,  second  and  third  brigades  of 
this  division,  under  Brigadier  General  C.  S.  Winder,  first  brigade,  (the 
fourth  having  been  detailed  to  protect  the  trains,)  marched  from  the 
encampment,  near  Barnett's  ford  of  the  Rapidan  river,  upon  the  turn 
pike  road  leading  in  the  direction  of  Culpeper,  the  division  of  Major 
General  Ewell  having  proceeded  it  the  morning  previous.  After 
crossing  the  Robertson  river,  and  proceeding  some  three  miles,  we 
overtook  the  division  of  General  Ewell,  and  discovered  the  enemy  in 
front,  when  our  troops  were  halted  to  make  dispositions  to  attack  them. 
This  division  was  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy's  right,  whilst  the  divis 
ion  of  General  Ewell  was  ordered  to  attack  him  upon  the  left. 

On  my  riding  to  the  front,  I  perceived  the  enemy's  cavalry  drawn 
up  on  the  range  of  hills  near  Cedar  Run,  with  a  line  of-  videttes  in 
front,  whilst  the  fall  of  the  hilis  in  rear  and  the  woods  beyond  evi 
dently  concealed  their  batteries  and  infantry.  A  corn-field  in  front  of 
this  position  also  concealed  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
undulation  of  the  country  made  reconrioisances  very  difficult.  The 
field  batteries  of  General  Ewell  were  now  shelling  the  enemy,  when 
General  Winder  ordered  the  division  forward  along  the  turnpike  to  a 
point  at  T^hich  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road  terminated.  Be 
yond  this  point,  the  woods  on  the  left  extended  to  a  wheat  field,  be 
yond  which  a  dense  wood  again  appeared.  On  the  right  of  the  road 
from  the  point  of  termination  of  the  woods,  an  extensive  bare  field 
stretched  to  the  left  to  a  considerable*  distance  and  to  the  front-  to  a 
cornfield.  A  brigade,  under  General  Early,  protected  by  the  fall  of 
the  hills,  accupied  the  right  of  this  field  in  line  of  battle  directly  front 
ing  the  general  line  of  the  enemy,  (as  far  as  we  could  make  it  out,) 
General  Winder  now  ordered  the  second  brigade,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Garnett,  fort37-eighth  Virginia,  to  move  forward  to  the  left, 
undercover  of  the  woods,  to  the  wheat  field  and  to  extend  back  to  the 
left  along  the  skirt  of  the  woods.  He  then  ordered  some  pieces  of 
artillery,  under  the  general  charge  of  Major  Saowden  Andrews,  chief 
of  artillery  for  the  division,  to  the  point  where  she  bare  field  com 
menced,  and  ordered  the  third  brigade,  under  my  command,  to  move 
along  up  parallel  to  the  road  in  rear  of  the  batteries,  and  under  cover 
of  the  wood,  until  the  head  of  the  column  rested  near  the  rear  of  the 
second  brigade.  The  brigade  was  then  faced  to  the  road.  The  first 
brigade,  Colonel  C.  F.  Ronald,  fourth  Virginia  regiment,  commanding, 
was  ordered,  as  I  was  informed,  to  move  up  as  a  reserve. 
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Whilst  these  dispositions  were  being  made,  the  troops  were  sub 
jected  to  a  heavy  discharge  of  shell  and  shot  from  the  enemy's  artil 
lery,  thrown  mostly  at  random  into  the  woods.  The  effect  of  our 
batteries  from  the  point  of  woods  and  from  a  position  subsequently 
taken  in  the  open  field  to  the  right,  was  very  great,  to  a  great  extent 
silencing  the  enemy's  guns.  After  the  pieces  had  been  placed  in  bat 
tery,  at  the  corner  of  the  woods,  and  had  opened  some  fifteen  minutes 
upon  the  enemy,  1  returned  to  my  brigade,  a  short  distance  back  in 
the  woods  and  out  of  sight  of  the  enemy,  to  await  General  Binder's 
orders.  I  left  this  brave,  generous  and  accomplished  officer  at  this 
point,  and  was  informed  a  short  time  afterwards  that  he  had  been 
struck  by  a  shell  and  mortally  wounded.  I  now  assumed  command  of 
the  division,  under  the  disadvantage  of  being  ignorant  of  the  plans 
of  the  General,  except  as -far  as  I  could  form  an  opinion  from  my  ob 
servation  of  the  dispositions  made.  I  at  onee  rode  to  the  front  to 
acquaint  myself  with  the  position  of  the-  second  brigade,'  and  recon 
noitre  the  enemy's  position  from  the  fu;ld  in  front  of  the  first  Virginia 
battalion  of  that  brigade.  I  could  discover  no  evidences  of  the  enemy 
in  front;  but  could  discover  them  ia  force  on  the  right  of  that  posi 
tion  in  the  corn-field,  somewhat  concealed  from  the  view  of  our  troops 
by  the  undulations  of  the  country.  I  now  returned  to  the  position 
occupied  by  our  batteries,  when  I  was  overtaken  by  an  officer  who  re 
ported  that  the  enemy  were  showing  themselves  in  front  of  the  posi 
tion  I  had  jast  left,  and  were  advancing  I  at  once  ordered  the  tenth 
Virginia  regiment  to  be  detached  from  the  third  brigade  and  sent  for 
ward  to  reinforce  the  first  Virginia  battalion,  and  .sent  an  order  to 
Colonel  Ronald  to  move  his  brigade  (the  first)  rapi-Uy  to  the  support 
of  the  second  brigade.  I  now  perceived  the  enemy  advancing  through 
the  corn-field,  and  directed  Colonel  Garnett  to  throV  his  right  forward 
and  drive  them  back,  and  ordered  Colonel  Taliaferro  to  move  his 
brigade  into  the  open  field  to  the  riojht,  and  attack  and  drive  back  the 
enemy  in  front.  The  twenty-first  Virginia  regiment,  second  brigade, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham,  poured  a  destructive  fire  upon  the 
enemy,  and  exhibited  a  degree  o/  heroic  valor  rarely  ever  witnessed. 

The  third  brigade  advanced  in  fine  style,  and  the  enemy  gave  way 
before  the  severity  of  its  fire.  At  this  moment  I  discovered  that, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  first  brigade  had  not  been  moved  sufficiently 
.  near  originally,  or  that  the  order  had  not  reached  Colonel  Ronald  in 
time,  the  enemy  had  attacked  the  left  wing  of  themecond  brigade  and 
turned  it,  and  that  it  was  falling  back  in  some  disorder.  This  move 
ment  exposed,  also,  the  left  flank  of  the  third  brigade,  and  caused  it  to 
fall  back',-  but  it  was  soon  afterwards  brought  back  to  its  original  posi 
tion.  At  this  critical  moment,  the  first  brigade  moved  up,  and  with 
General  Branch's  brigade,  of  General  Hill's  division,  encountered 
the  enemy,  confused  by  their  severe  conflict  with  the  second  brigade, 
and  drove  them  back  with  terrible  slaughter.  The  third  brigade  now 
advanced  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  overlooking  the  corn-field,  and  the 
second  brigade  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  drove  the  enemy  in  front 
of  them,  from  their  positions,  in  confusion.  To  cover  his  retreat,  the 
enemy's  cavalry  charged  the  third  brigade  ;  but  they  were  met  by 
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such  a  storm  of  missiles  that  the  whole  column  was  turned,  wheeled 
to  the  right  and  before  it  could  be  wheeled  off  to  the  rear  was  forced 
to  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  other  brigades,  and  scattered  in  every,  di 
rection  with  heavy  loss. 

This  was  the  last  effort  of  the  enemy   to  make  a  stand  ;  they  re 
treated  and  our  troops  pursued  them,  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners 
This  division  crossed  the  corn-field  diagonally   towards  the  railroad. 

Brigadier  General  Prince,  United  States  army,  was  made  a  prisoner 
and  surrendered  to  me  as  we  were  crossing  this  field,  and  his  command;, 
which  was  on  our  right,  had  j)een,  I  think,  principally  engaged  with. 
Brigadier  General  Parly's  brigade,  fled  upon  our  approach  witb. 
scarcely  any  opposition.  We  continued  to  push  forward. until-  we  had 
driven  the  enemy  some  three  miles,  and  until  the  darkness  rendered 
it  impossible  to  distinguish  our  troops  from  those  of  the  enemy.  Afc 
ter  having  made  report  of  my  position  to  the  commanding  General,  I 
was  ordered  to  permit  the  troops  to  rest  for  the  night,  which  was  done 
in  advance  of  the  field  of  battle.  From  my  own  personal  observa 
tion  and  the  reports  of  officers,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  bear  renewed 
testimony  to  the  efficiency  and  gallantry  of  this  veteran  division. 

The  first  brigade  fully  sustained  its  ancient  reputation.  -I  captured 
a  number  of  prisoners,  and  four  stands  of  colors.  Colonel  Ronald, 
who  ably  and  gallantly  commanded  it,  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of 
the  support  he  received  from  the  courage  and  zeal  displayed  by  his 
officers  and  men.  Ha  particularly  mentions  Major  Williams,  fifth. 
Virginia  regiment ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lawson  Butts,  second  Virginia 
regiment;  Lieutenant  Colonel  It.  D.  Gardner,  fourth  Virginia* regi 
ment  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Edward  D.  Lee,  thirty-third  Virginia  regi 
ment ;  Captain  Charles  L.  Haynes,  twenty-seventh  Virginia  regiment; 
Captains  Carpente*r  and  Poague,  commanding  batteries  ;  Captain  Joha 
11.  Fulton,  fourth  Virginia;  Major  Holliday,  thirty-third  Virginia, 
and  Lieutenant  Garnett,  of  General  Winder's  staff. 

The  second  brigade,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Garnett, 
who  exhibited  a  rare  skill  and  courage,  refusing  to  leave  the  field,  al 
though  severely  wounded,  until  the  close  of  the  fight,  although  at  ono 
time  overwhelmed  by  superior  numbers,  pressing  and  turning  their 
^left  flank,  yet  renewed  the  fight  with  determination  and  bravery. 
The  conflict  of  this  command  with  the  enemy  was  most  severe. 
The  bayonet  was  freely  used,  and  a  hand  to  hand  fight,  with  superior 
numbers,  ensued  before  the  right  of  the  brigade  fell  back.  Colonel 
Garnett  makes  special  mention  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham, 
who,  with  most  heroic  gallantry,  led  the  twenty:first  Virginia,  and 
fell  at  their  head;  of  Major  Layne,  of  the  forty-second  Virgina,  who 
was  mortally  wounded  ;  of  Major  Seddon,  commanding  first  Virginia 
battalion  ;  Captain  Hannum,  of  the  forty-eighth  Virginia ;  Captain 
Dyerle,  forty-eighth,  mortally  wounded  ;  Captain  Wilson,  A.  A.  G.  j 
Lieutenant  Dabney,  A.  D  C.,  and  Lieutenant  White,  A.  D.  C. 

The  third  brigade,  Colonel  A.  G.  Tahaferro,  twenty-third  Virginia, 
commanding,  was  conducted  into  action  Ifp  that  officer  with  the  intre 
pidity  and  courage  which  has  heretofore  distinguished  him.  His  com 
mand  was  subjected  to  a  terrific  fire,  which  it  gallantly  withstood,  and 
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to  a  charge  of  cavalry  which  It  instantly  repulsed,  and  when  the  left 
flank,  for  a  time,  gave  way  under  an  overwhelming  force,  the  right, 
ancL particularly  the  twenty-third  Virginia  regiment,  which  deserves 
special  mention  for  its  firmness  and  admirable  conduct  in  the  engage 
ment,  remained  unbroken.  Colonel  Taliaferro  particularly  mentions 
Major  Stover,  commanding  tenth  Virginia  regiment ;  Lieutenant  Col 
onel  Curtis,  commanding  twenty-third  Virginia,  who  fell  mortally 
wounded  ;  Major  Wakon,  twenty  third  Virginia ;  Colpnel  T.  C.  Wil 
liams,  of  the  thirty- seventh  Virginia,  who  wtis  wounded;  Major  Wood, 
thirty-seventh  Virginia  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jackson,  of  the  forty- 
seventh  Alabama  regiment  ;  Colonel  Sheffield,  of  the  forty- eighth  Ala 
bama  regiment,  who  was  severely  wounded  ;  Major  Aldrich,  forty- 
eighth  Alabama  regiment,  severely  wounded ;  and  of  his  A.  A.  G., 
Lieutenant  Colonel  F.  Coleman.  The  batteries  of  the  division,  engaged 
in  the  action,  were  those  of  Captains  Carpenter,  Poague  and  Caskie. 
The  officers  and  men  of  these  batteries  behaved  well.  Captain  Caskie  was 
wounded.  Captain  Wooding'a  battery  was  not  engaged  ;  he  himself 
acted  for  a 'time  with  the  General  commanding. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  brigade,  regi 
mental  and  battery  commanders, to  which  the  Major  General  is  referred 
for  more  minute  details,  and  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the  division. 
No  one  can  estimate  the  loss  this  brigade  and  this  division  of  the  army 
has  sustained  in  the  early  death  of  Brigadier  General  Winder.  He 
was  warmly  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him  as  a  man,  and  had  the  full 
confidence  of  his  command  as  a  soldier.  I  beg  leave  in  conclusion  to 
allude  to  the  gallantry  of  Major  Snowden  Andrews,  chief  of  artillery 
who  was  severely,  and  I  fear  mortally,  wounded;  to  that  of  my  adju 
tant  general,  Captain  Wm.  B.  Pendleton,  who  was  severely  wounded, 
loosing  Ivis  leg;  of  Lieutenant  Meade,  A.  D.  C.  ;*Major  Taliaferro, 
volunteer  aid-de-camp,  who  rendered  me  most  efficient  and  important 
service,  and  to  speak  particularly  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  my  orderly, 
a  youth  of  sixteen,  private  Clinton  Depriest,  company  H,  twenty- 
third  Virginia  regiment.  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  mention  the  effi 
cient  service,  in  their  department,  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  com 
mand  I  beg  to  refer  especially  to  Surgeon  Coleman,  second  brigade; 
Surgeon  Daily,  third  brigade,  and  Surgeon  Black,  first  brigade. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier  General,  commanding  First  Division,  V.  A. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  FIELD. 

HEADQ'RS  FI*ST  BRIGADE,  LIGHT  DIVISION,  > 
August  13,  1862.      J 
Major  R,  C.  MORGAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  brigade  marched  from 
Orange  Court- House  early  6n  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  bring 
ing  up  the  rear  of  the  whole  army.  About  two  or  three  o'clock,  can 
nonading  was  heard,  and  I  endeavored  to  push  forward  rapidly;  but 
on  account  of 'detentions  in  the  brigades  in  my  front,  I  did  not  reach 
th6*  scene  of  action  until  sunset,  when  the  firing  was  nearly  over. 

Forming  in  line  of  battle  on  the  field,  I  was  directed  by   General 
Hill  to  push  forward  on  the  Culpeper   Court-House  road  and   press 
the  retreating  foe.     After  moving  about  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the 
front,  the  enemy  was  found  in  position  on  the  left  of  the  road.     Pe 
gram's  battery  of  my  brigade,  was  directed  by  General  Jackson  to 
open  with  shell  and  canister,  whilst  I  was   ordered  by  General   Hill, 
who  came  up  at  that  moment,   to  take  position  with  the  infantry,  a 
little  to  the  left  front,  as  support.     Pegram's  battery,  of  four  guns 
only,  was  soon  replied  to  by  three  batteries  of  the  enemy.     This  gal 
lant  officer  maintained  this  unequal  contest  for  an  hour,  an^until  his 
guns  were  silenced  by  his  losses  in  men.     I  remained  in  this  position 
until  next  morning,  when  I  was  withdrawn  and  placed  on  picket  in  a^ 
wood  on  my  left  rear,  being  retired  from  that  point  late  in  the  even 
ing.     It  is  proper  to  observe  that  several  prisoners  were  captured  by 
my  brigade  during  that  night.     I  have  taken  occasion  before  to  speak 
of  the  distinguished  services  of  Pegram's  battery.     It  is  sufficient  to 
say  now  that  it  fully  sustained  the  reputa^on   made  on  other  fields. 
The  battery  sustained  a  heavy  loss  in  the  oeath  of  the  brave  and  ac 
complished  Lieutenant  Mercer  Featherston. 

A  list  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  is  herewith  enclosed. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  L.  FIELD, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  FORN&  OF  EIGHTH  BRIGADE. 

ERS  HAYS*  BRIGAD 
August  18,  1862. 


HEADQUARTERS  HAYS*  BRIGADE,  > 


Captain  G.  CAMPBELL  BROWN, 

A.  A.  General,  Third  Division  : 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  Hays'  brigade, 
now  under  my  command,  during  the  b'attle  of  the  9th  instant,  at 
Cedar  Run.  Although  not  actively  engaged,  the  brigade  being  heW 
in  reserv-e  by  General  Trimble's  command,  were  under  fire  and  in 
range  of  the  enemy's  shell,  and  suffered  considerably.'  A  list  of  the 
casualties  accompanies  this  report. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

H.  FORNO, 
Colonel  btit,  La.,  commanding  Brigade. 


> 

.  J 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  ARCHER. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARCHER'S  BRIGADE, 
General  A.  P.  EiWs  Light  Division,  August  14,  1862 

To  Major  R.  C.  MORGAN, 

A.  .A.  General,  A.  P.  Hill's  Division  : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  9th  instant,  I  marched  with  my  brigade,  about  twelve  hundred 
strong,  constituting  a  part  of  Major  General  Hill's  division,  from 
Orange  Court-House  toward  the  battle-field.  On  arriving  near  the 
point  where  General  Jackson's  division  was  already  engaged,  I  pro 
ceeded  to  form  Kne  of  battle  in  the  woods,  to  the  left  of  Branch's 
brigade,  which  completed  its  formation  and  advanced  before  my  line 
was  half  formed.  Supposing  that  I  would  be  wanted  in  front  imme 
diately,  I  moved  forward  with  the  first  Tennessee  and  nineteenth 
Georgia  regiments,  fifth  Alabama  battalion  and  seventh  Tennessee  in 
line,  leaving  the  fourteenth  Tennessee,  which  was  in  rear,  to  come  up 
into  line  and  overtake  the  brigade  as  it  best  could.  I  advanced 
several  hundred  yards  in  this  manner,  obliquing  towards  the  right,  in 
order  to  get  near  the  left  of  Branch's  brigade,  when  I  overtook  its 
left  regiment,  which  had  become  separated  from  its  main  body.  In 
passing  to  the  front  of  this  regiment  my  line  became  somewhat 
broken,  and  I  halted  a  few  minutes  for  it  to  reform. 

During  the  time  thus  employed,  Colonel  Forbes'  fourteenth  Ten 
nessee  regiment  cam§  up  into  line,  and  I  rode  to  the  road,  about 
Sfty  yards  on  my  right,  to  ascertain  whether  they  were  our  or  the 
enemy's  troops  firing  there.  I  found  it  was  Branch's  brigade,  in  the 
open  field,  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  in  a  line  even  with  that  of 
my  own,  halted,  and  firing  at  an  enemy  in  front. 

I  rapidly  returned  to  my  brigade  to  move  it  forward,  when  I  met 
Captain  Taylor,  with  orders  from  General  Hill  to  advance.  Imme 
diately  after,  on  reaching  the  edge  of  the  wood,  we  encountered  the 
long-range  fire  of  the  enemy,  posted  in  the  margin  of  another  wood, 
beyond  a  wheat-field  My  brigade  halted  here,  and  commenced  a 
rapid  fire,  which  it  was  several  minutes  before  I  could  arrest  and 
move  the  brigade  forward,  across  the  open  field.  In  crossing  this 
field  I  was  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  whof  from  their 
position  in  tfie  wood,  were  comparatively  safe.  My  loss  here  was 
nineteen  killed  and  one  hundred  and  sixteen  wounded. 

After  entering  the  wood,  and  in  passing  through  it,  my  two  left 
regiments  met,  and  became  to  some  extent  mingled  with,  the  right  ot 
General  Fender's  brigade,  which  was  sweeping  through  from  the  left. 
obliquely  across  my  course.  From  this  point,  by  agreement  between 
us,  General  Fender  and  I  commanded  the  two  brigades  together,. 
without  regard  to  the  proper  brigades  to  which  the  regiments  be 
longed,  he  taking  the  right  and  I  the  left.  • 
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I  did  not  again  meet  with  any  opposition,  but  took  a  number  of 
prisoners,  and  continued  the  pursuit  until  n^ht. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  ARCHER, 
Brigadier  General. 

P.  S. — I  beg  to  refer  to  tho  list  of  killed  and  wounded  sent   in 
yesterday. 


REPORT  OF  lADIER  GENERAL  TRIMBLE. 

HEADQUARTERS  SEVEN^I  BRIGADE,  ) 
August  14,    1862.          5 

Major  General  R.  S.  EWELL, 

Commanding   Third  Division  : 

GENERAL:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  submit  a  statement 
of  the  operations  of  the  seventh  brigade  on  the  9th  instant,  in  the 
battle  of  Slaughter's  Mountain,  fCedar  Run  ) 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  being  in  view  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  I 
was  directed  to  approach  under  cover,  and  occupy  a  pine  thicket, 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  enemy's  picket.  This  wag 
done  successfully,  undiscovered  by  the  enemy,  and  a  company  ordered 
to  support  a  battery  placed  on  our  right,  which  opened  and  clrove  back 
the  cavalry  scou^,  who  reformed  again  and  returned  to  their  "first 
position, -after  the  artillery  ceased  firing.  About  two  o'clock,  I  was 
ordered  to  advance  through  the  woods  on  our  right  along  the  slope  of 
Slaughter's  Mountain,  and  occupy  a  favorable  position.  About  three 
o'clock,  the  brigade  reached  the  northwest  termination  of  the  moun 
tain,  in  an  open  space,  elevated  about  two  hundred  feet  above  Ue  valley 
below,  and  distant  from  the  position  of  the  enemy's*batteries  about  a 
mile  and  a  quarter,  where  we  remained  concealed  from  view.  Having 
sent  for  you  to  examine  iflis  point,  you  decided  to  drag  up  Latimer's 
battery,  of  my  brigade,  "and  place  it  in  position,  which  was  done 
promptly  about  half-past  three,  P.  M.,  and  fire  opened  with  effect 
on  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  drew  their  fire  from  the  front,  upon 
us.  At  five,  P.  M.,  we  first  heard  our  musketry  across  the  valley,  on 
our  left,  (General  Early's  advance.)  About  five,  some  batteries  wers 
advanced  within  half  a  mile  of  the  enemy  in  our  front,  and  opened  a 
brisk  fire.  Latimer's  battery,  admirably  served,  drew,  throughout 
the  action,  the  attention  of  the  enemy's  chief  batteries,  and  thus 
aided  materially  in  deciding  the  result  of  the  day.  At  five,  P.  M., 
the  fifteenth  Alabama  regiment  was  sent  out  as  skirmishers  on  the 
right,  with  orders  to  advance  on  the  enemy's  flank.  On  seeing  this 
movement,  a  battery  was  turned  on  them  for  the  rest  of  the  day. 
About  sunset,  the  action  appearing  to  be  general  in  front,  by  your 
orders,  the  twenty-first  Georgia  and  twenty-first  North  Carolina  regi 
ments,  were  ordered  to  advance,. and  gained  the  clump  of  woods  in 
the  valley,  four  hundred  yards  from.the  battery  on  the  Federal  left, 
followed  by  the  fifteenth  Alabama.  I  here  determined  to  charge  the 
battery,  but  Latimer's  shot  and  shell  directed  against  it,  was  falling 
thick  in  the  open  space  which  we  had  to  pass,  and  I  sent  back  Lieut. 
McKim  tD  direct  him  to  cease  his  fire  on  this  battery,  that  we  might 
charge  it.  While  Lieut.  McKim  was  gone,  I  sent  two  companies  of  skir 
mishers  up  the  road,  who  deployed  to  the  right  along  a  fence  and 
opened  fire  on  the  battery.  Soon  after  which,  the  brigade  advanced 
to  capture  it,  but  found,  on  reaching  the  top  of  the  hill,  that  the  guns 
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!aad  been  moved  off  a  few  minutes  before.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
the  short  delay,  in  making  the  charge,  caiMfc  by  our  own  fire,  ena 
bled  the  enemy  to  get  off  his  guns.  The^Sattcry  and  troops  in  its 
support  were,  however,  driven  off  by  the  advance  of  the  brigade,  and 
thus  the  left  of  the  Federal  forces  completely  turned.  At  dark,  we 
had  possession  of  the  ground  occupied  by  the  Federal  left,  and  soon 
after  took  possession  of  and  removed  some  ambulances  and  ammuni 
tion  wagons,  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  the  remainder  of  which  were 
removed  the  next  day.  The  seventh  brigade*,  with  the  army,  followed 
the  enemy  one  mile  or  more  from  the  field,  anil  .bivouacked  for  the 
night  on  their  former  camp  ground.  Subjoined  is  a  list  of  the  killed 
and  wounded.  The  small  loss  sustntfned  by  the  brigade  was  in  conse 
quence  of  the  positions  selected  throughout  the  day,  which  screened 
She  men  the  most  of  the  time  from  the  view  of  the  enemy,  even  while 
advancing  upon  their  battery  on  their  left.  Latimer's  battery  was 
also  protected  from  loss,  under  a  several  hours'  incessant  fire  from 
three  batteries  of  the  enemy,  by  the  judicious  position  in  which  it  was 
placed  by  you,  preventing,  entirely,  casualties  fromtthe  enemy's  shot 
or  from  the  effects  of  ricochet  shot. 
Respectfully, 

J.  R.    TRIMBLE. 

Brigadier   General, 


Killed,    Wounded,  ajid  Missing. 

Killed.  Wounded.      Total. 

Fifteenth  Alabama  regiment,  1  7  8 

Twenty-first  Georgia  regiment,  3  3 

Twenty-first  North  Carolina  regiment,  2  2 

Oourtnay  battery,  55 

Grand  total,  1  17  18 

The  only  officers  included  in  the  above  are  the  following  :  Third 
Lieutenant  Jno.  F.  Irvine,  company  I,  twenty-first  Georgia,  wounded  ; 
First  Lieutenant  R.  H.  Vaughan,  Courtnay  artillery,  wounded. 


REPORT  OF  BftlGADIER  GENERAL  BRANCH. 

HEADQ'RS  BRANCH'S  BRIGADE,  A.  P.  HILL'S  DIVISION,  ) 

August  18,  1862.      ] 
Major  R.  C.  MORGAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

SIR:  I  have  th?  honor  to  report  that,  on  Saturday,  9th  August, 
whilst  on  the  march  towards  Culpeper  Court- House,  I  was  ordered  to 
halt  my  brigade  and  form  it  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of,  and  at 
right  angles  to,  the  road.  The  formation  was  scarcely  completed  be 
fore  I  was  ordered  to  advance  in  line  through  the  woods  and  thick 
undergrowth,  a  heavy  musketry  fire  being  heard  not  far  fro:n  my 
front.  I  had  proceeded  about  one  hundred  yards  when  I  commenced 
meeting  the  men  of  a  brigade  which  had  preceded  me,  retreating  in 
great  disorder,  and  closely  pursued  by  the  enemy.  Opening  ranks 
to  permit  the  fugitives  to  pass,  and  pressing  forward  in  unbroken 
line,  my  brigade  met  the  enemy,  who  had  already  turned  the  flank  of 
General  Tahaferro's  brigade,  which  was  on  'the  right  of  the  road. 
Not  in  the  least  shaken  by  the  panic  cries  of  the  fugitives,  and  with 
out  halting,  in^  regiment  poured  volley  after  volley  into  the  enemy, 
who  broke  and  fled  precipitately  through  the  woods  and  across  the 
field.  On  reaching  the  edge  of  the  field,  I  discovered  the  enemy  in 
force  on  the  opposite  side,  and  halting  my  brigade  in  an  eligible  posi 
tion,  opened  fire  along  the  whole  line.  For  a  time,  the  enemy  stood 
their  ground,  but  we  were  within  good  range  across  an  open  field, 
and  the  execution  we  were  doing,  (clearly  perceptible  to  the  eye,) 
compelled  them  to  commence  breaking.  Now  it  was  that  their  cav 
alry  attempted  to  charge  upon  General  Taliaferro's  brigade,  which 
had  partially  rallied,  after  I  had  cleared  their  flank.  The  cavalry 
moved  diagonally  across  my  front,  presenting  to  me  their  flank.  The 
combined  fire  of  Taliaferro's  brigade  in  front,  and  mine  in  flank, 
broke  up  the  column  and  sent  it  flying  to  the  rear.  My  brigade  im 
mediately  moved  forward  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  enemy,  and 
whilst  I  was  hesitating  in  the  field,  in  doubt  what  direction  I  should 
take,  Major  General  Jackson  came  up,  and,  by  his  order,  I*  changed 
front  so  as  to  incline  to  the  right,  and  pushed  on  to  a  point  some  dis 
tance  in  advance  of  the  battle-field,  at  which  he  had  ordered  me  to 
halt. 

The  battle  paving  terminated  in  a  complete  rout  of  the  enemy, 
my  men  slept  on  the  ground  they  had  so  bravely  won. 

My  officers  and  men  behaved  finely,  and  I  refrain  from  discrimina 
tions.  Such  was  their  steadiness,  that  I  was  able  to  preserve  my 
line  of  battle,  unbroken,  throughout  the  day. 

Captain  J.  T.  Hawks  and  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Bryan,  of  my  staff, 
were  with  me,  and  conducted  themselves  gallantly. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L  O'B.  BRANCH, 

Brigadier  General. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENIAL  FENDER. 

HEADQ'RS  SIXTH  BRIGADE,  LIGHT  DINISION,  ) 

August,  1862.      J  ' 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  in  obedience  to  your  or 
ders,  I  formed  my  brigade  on  the  left  of  General  Archer's,  on  the 
left  of  the  road  going  from  Cedar  Run  to  Cfulpeper,  in  the  battle  of 
the  9th  instant.  As  he  had  moved  forward  before  my  line  was  com 
plete,  and  as  I  had  to  move  through  thick  wcods,  I  found  myself 
some  distance  to  his  left  on  coming  into  a  field,  and  consequently 
flanked  to  the  right ;.  but  on  receiving  a  request  to  go  to  the  support 
of  troops  in  front,  which  were  being  flanked  on  the  left,  faced  about 
and  moved  to  the  left  until  I  had  reached  the  wood  on  the  extreme 
left  of  our  position,  and  then  I  moved  to  the  front.  This  manoeuvring 
placed  my  line  obliquely  to  that  of'  General  Archer's,  and  as  we 
moved  forward,  come  together  again,  and  from  this  time  co-operated. 
However,  before  we  had  joined  our  troops,  I  met  the  enemy,  repuls 
ing  him  with  heavy  lo'ss  in  almost  the  first  round.  He  made  but 
slight  resistance  again  during  the  evening.  I  thought.it  prudem, 
during  my  advance,  to  detach  the  twenty-second  No*th  Carolina  to 
operate  well  on  my  left,  as  it  looked  probable  that  I  might  be  flanked 
in  that  direction  This  turned  out  to  be  timely,  for,  a»  we  advanced 
into  the  field,  after  dusk,  a  body  of  cavalry  was  seen  on  the  left;  but 
it  soon  scampered  off  as  this  regiment  was  coming  up  in  its  rear  an3 
our  advance  was  cutting  it  off-  General  Archer  and  myself  advanced 
well  to  the  front,  and  halted  until  we  could  feel  our  way,  with  skir 
mishers,  in  the  wood  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  run.  At  this 
time  we  had  gotten  to  the  right  of  the  wood.  Here  we  received  or 
ders  to  halt  and  remain  until  late,  when  we  were  ordered  to  the"  road 
to  follow  in  the  pursuit. 

My  loss  in  killed  was  only  two;  in  wounded,  eleven,  and  in  miss 
ing,  two — making  a  total  of  fifteen. 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  well.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gray  and 
Major  Cole,  twenty  second,  and  Captain  ^Cshford,  thirty- eighth, 
handled  their  men  skillfully,  showing  great  coolness. 

Captain  Ashe,  nr)  assistant  adjutant  general,  deserves  notice  for  his 
conduct,  being  found  at  every  point  almost  at  the  same  time,  direct 
ing  the  men.  Lieutenant  Young,  my  aid-de  camp,  acted  with  hie 
usual  efficiency.  Language  cannot  express  the  appreciation  I  have 
for  his  services  in  action. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  FENDER, 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  EARLY. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  BRIGADE,  THIRD  DIVISION,  > 

August   14,   18G4.      $ 

Captain  G.  C.  BROWN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,   Third  Division : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  on  Cedar  creek,  near  Slaugh 
ter's  mountain,  in  Culpeper,  on  Saturday,  the  9th  instant : 

Early  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  I  was  ordered  by  Major  General 
Ewell  to  move  forward  to  the  cavalry  camp  of  General  Robertson, 
picketing  the  road  at  suitable  points, ito  the  right  and  left,  to  prevent 
surprise  by  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  our  flanks,  and  the  forty-fourth 
Virginia  regiment  and  six  companies  of  the  fifty  second  Virginia 
regiment  were  detached  for  that  purpose.  With  true  balance  of  the 
brigade  I  reached  General  Robertsoif's  headquarters.  After  some 
time  spent  in  observing  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  our  front,  my  brigade, 
by  direction  of  General  Ewell,  was  advanced  on  the  road  towards 
Culpeper  Court-House,  to  a  school  h6use,  at  the  intersection  of  a 
road  from  Madison  Court-House  with  the  road  to  Culpeper  Court- 
House,  and  was  placed  in  the  woods  by  the  side  of  the  road,  the 
thirteenth  Virginia  regiment  being  extended  to  the  left,  behind  the 
school-house, so  as  to  command  the  road  from  Madison  Court-House; 
the  fifty-eighth  Virginia  regiment  being  placed  in  a  clump  of  pines, 
to  the  right, of  the  Culpeper  road,  so  as  to  command  the  fields  to  the 
right;  and  the  rest  of  the  brigade  along  the  edge  of  the  woods,  to  the 
left  of  the  latter  road,  between  .the  thirteenth  and  fifty-eighth  regi 
ments.  While  this  operation  was  going  on,  two  pieces  of  Captain 
Johnson's  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Terry,  which  had  been  carried 
to  the  right,  near  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  opened  on  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  as  did  s.ome  pieces  in  front  of  General  Robertson's  headquar 
ters,  and  were  responded  to  by  .some  pieces  of  the  enemy  posted  in 
rear  of  their  cavalry,  towards  Culpeper  Court-House;  but  this  firing 
lasted  only  tor  a  few  minutes,  and  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  had  at 
first  moved  back,  soon  returned  to  its  former  position.  After  I  had  re 
mained  near  the  school-house  something  l«ss  than  an  hour,  Captain 
A.  S.  Pendleton,  of  General  Jackson's  staff,  came  to  me  and  informed 
me  that  General  Jackson  had  ordered  an  advance  ;  that  General  Trim 
ble  would  advance  on  the  right,  over  the  'side  of  the  mountain, 
(Slaughter's,)  supported  b\  the  Louisiana  brigade  of  General  Ewell's 
division,  and  that  I  would  advance  from  the  position  I  then  occupied, 
and  be  supported  by  General  Winder,  with  three  brigades  of  General 
Jackson's  own  division,  and  he  directed  me  to  advanc )  as  soon  as  I 
received  a  message  from  General  Winder  that  he  was  in  position  to 
support  me. 

Whilst  waiting  for  the  message  from  General  Winder,  I  recon- 
noitered  the  ground  in  front,  and  the  position  of  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
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which  was  in  the  fields  of  Mrs.   Crittenden's  farm,  to  the  left  of  the 
Culpeper  road,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  supported  by  about  a  squad 
ron  in  reserve.     My  command  was  concealed  from  the  cavalry,  and  I 
determined  to  advance  upon  it,-  if  possibft,  so  as  not  to  be  seen  until 
within  a  short  distance  of  it,  and  I  discovered  a  way  which  I  could,  in 
all  probability,  do  so.     On  riding  back  to  the   school-house,  I  found 
a  courier  from  General    Winder,  with   the  information   that  he  was 
ready.     I  then  commenced  my  movement,  being  about  two  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  and  made  a  detour  to  the  left,  passing*  through   the  edge  of  a 
wood  and  behind  a  hill,  until  I  reached  the  place  where  I  proposed  to 
form  my  line  of  battle.      In  making  the  advance   from  this  position, 
I  found  it  necessary  to  march  the  greater   portion  of  the   brigade  in 
line  across  a  corner  of  woods,  through  which  the  Culpeper  road  leads, 
so  as  to  get  in  reach  of  the  cavalry.     I   sent  forward   the  thirteenth 
Virginia  regiment,   under   Colonel   James   A.   Walker,  deployed   as 
skirmishers,  a  short  distance  into  the  wools,  behind  which  I  desired 
to  form  line  .of  battle,  and  as  soon   as  the  skirmishers  had  advanced 
the  required  distance,  the  brigade  was  formed  in   a  meadow,  on   the 
north  of  a  brancfi  of  Cedar  creek,  in  an  oblique  direction  to  the  Cul 
peper  road  and  to  the  left  of  it.     While  the  line  was   forming,  a  few 
shots  were  heard  on  the  left  of  the  skirmishers,  which  proved  to  have 
been  fired  on  a  body  of  cavalry,  which  immediately   gave  way.     As 
soon  as  the  line  was  formed,  I  directed  the   skirmishers  to  advance, 
taking  care  to  bear  to  the  right,  so  as  to  cross  the  road  and  come  into 
the  fields  beyond,  in  order  to  form  upon  the  brigade,  and  ordered  the 
brigade  forward,  sending  the  twelfth  Georgia  regiment,  which  was  on 
the  right,  by  flank,^to  form  behind  a   ridge,  beyond   which  was  the 
enemy's  cavalry.     The  brigade  moved- forward,  through  the  woods,  in 
handsome  style,  until  it  came  up  with  the  twelfth  Georgia,  when  the 
whole  advanced  until  it  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  cavalry.     About 
this  time  Colonel  Walker's  skirmishers  commenced   firing,  as  did  the 
regiments  on  the  right,  and  the  cavalry  scampered  oft*.     'J  he   brigade 
continued  to  move  forward,  swinging  around  the  corner  of  the  woods, 
and  coming  out  into  the  open  field  in  line  of  battle.     It  had  by  this 
time  got  to  the  right  of  the  Culpeper  road,  and   movftd   in   pursuit  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry  through  the  fields,  in  a  direction  parallel   to  the 
road,  until  it  came  to  a  farm  road,   running   from    Mrs    Crittenden's 
house,  on  the  right,  perpendicularly  to  the  Culpeper   road.     Here  it 
was  halted  for  a  few  minutes  behind  a  fence   running  along  the  iarm 
road,  and  the  thirteenth  regiment   was  drawn    in   and   formed  on  the 
left      The  fence  was  then  pulled  down,  and   the   brigade   moved  for 
ward  in  line  to  the  crest  of  a  hill,  which  commanded  a   view   in  front 
of  what  afterwards  proved  to  be  the  battle-field.     As  scon  as  the  bri 
gade  reached  the  crest  of  this  hill  three  batteries  opened  on  it,  and  a 
large  body  of  cavalry  was  discovered  in  a  wheat-field  in  front,  to  the 
left.     I  ordered  the  men  to  retire  a  few  steps  and  lay    down,  so  as  to 
avoid  the  effects  of  the  enemy's  artillery. 

The  seventh  and  eighth  brigades  were  then  some  distance  to  the 
right,  on  the  side  of  the  mountain,  and  General  Winder's  command 
was  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  rear.  The  hill  sloped  down 
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in  front,  and,  farther  on,  was  a  corn-field,  running  back  to  the  crest 
of  the  next  hill,  along  and  behind  which  was  posted  the  enemy's  bat 
teries,  and  it  was  evident  that  there  was  a  depression  behind  this  hill, 
in  which  large  bodies  of  infantry  might  be  conceded  There  were 
woods  also  on  a  hill  in  the  roar  of  the  wheat-field,  in  and  behind 
which  infantry  might  be  placed  under  cover,  and  to  the  lelt  was 
a  wood  through  which  my  flank  might  be  turned. 

The  opening  of  the    batteries   and  the   halting   of  the  civalry  in 
its  flight  convinced  me  th;U  the  enemy  intended  to  make  a  stand  here, 
and  that  he  was  in  force.     The   hill    upon  which  I  wae,  being  a 
manding  one,  from  which  the  enemy's  movements   might  be  observed, 
an  1  though  my  left  was  exposed,  being  a  strong  position  in  itself,  if 
the  woods  on  my  left  could  be  occupied.  I  <lete-m;j)e<i  : 
Bent  my  aid,  Lu-urei,  uit   S.  II.    Early,   back   to  General  Wm-ier  for 
reinforcement*,  with    direction?  to 'come  along  the  Culpeper 
that  was  clear.      My    left    at    this    tin. e  u-.-ted  on  the  Culpeper 
where  it  i  ireen  the  field   in  which  1  was  and    the  I  -  the 

Genera  was    met   with   the   head    of  his    column 

the  branch  of  Cedar  creek,. half  a  mile  in  my  re,ar. 
A  short  time  after  Lieutenant   Early  was  sent  to   General  \Y  r 

f  M-jjnr  A    L    I'irzer.  a  volunteer  aid,  to  :\sk  that  some 
artillery  should  he  sent  up.      Lu-f.-re    this    i«jue>t    could  be  complied 
with  by  General  Winder.  (  ai  tain  lirown,  of  the  Chesapeake  artillery, 
with  one  piece,    and    Captain    Dement,    with    three    pieces,  came   up 

gh  the  fields  in  rear,  iu  a  gallop,  andwer-  .  by  my  d 

ticn.  a  little   in  advance  of  my  rig:  a   clump  of  *ceda 

had  good  cover  for    th-.ir    h-Tses   and    caissons    and    oceuj 
commanding  position.     They  very  soon    opened   on    the    enemy  and 
were  followed  in  a  short  time  by  some  pieces  from  Gen-Til   Wil 
ccmmand    from   the  corner  of  the  fit-Li    where    the    road    from    Mrs. 
Crittenden's  crosses  the  Culpeper  road      About  this  time,  the  pieces 
witii  the  seventh  and  eighth    brigades  opene'd  fire  from  the  LUOUI 
and  a  very  brisk  cannonade  was  kept  up  for  some  time,  perhaps  for  two 
hours  or  more.     The  shells  from  the  enemy's  pieces  buisted  over  and 
around  my  men  constantly,  doing  some  dim^e  occasionally,  but  not 
a  great  deal.     I  observed  that  the  fire  from  our  own  guns  was  h 
considerable  effect,  and  I  saw  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  compelled 
to  change  its  position     In  the  early  part  of  the   cannonading,  i 

1  to  tell  General  Wind-r  that  the  enemy's  batteries  Bight 
tacked  with  advantage    by  the  left  ;    but,  in  a  short    time  Bftfti 
•movements  were   observed    in    ftont  inat    induced  the  belief  :hat  the 
enemy  were  sending  infantry  to   our  left   and  notice  of  this  wa>  sent 
to  General  Winder,  with  the  caution  to  be  on  the  look   out  ;    but  just 
before  my  aid  reached  the  place  where  General  Winder  was.  tin- 
lant  officer  received  a  mortal   wound  fiom  a  shell,  and  the  information 
was  communicated  to  General   Jackson  in  person,  he  having    arrived 
on  the  ground.     Not  long    afterwards  a  line    of  skirmUhers  from  thd 
enemy  was    seen  advancing  across  the  corn-field  in  front,  and  several 
regiments  in  rear  supporting  them.      A    ho  'y    of  infantry   aUo  com 
menced  moving  up  towards  my  right,  which  rested  near  the  clump  of 
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* 

cedars,  where  ttie  guns  of  Brown  and  Dement  were  posted.     The  hill 
there  falls  off  rather  abruptly  to  the  right  and  as  infantry  could  have 
come  up  under  cover  of  the  hill    very  near   to  me,  I   sent  to  General 
Jackson  for  a  brigade  to  support  my  right,  which  was  promised.  The 
enemy's  skirmishers  had  halted  in  the  edge   of  the  corn-field  nearest 
us,  as  had  the  regiments  which    supported  thorn,  and  before  the  brig 
ade  promised  me   came   up,  very  unexpectly    to   me.   several   of  our 
pieces  from  the  left  dashed  down  the  slope  of*  the  hill,  in  front  of  my 
left,  to  within  close  range  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  which  they  had 
riot  seen;     The    enemy's   skirmishers   and    the  infantry  in  their  rear 
commenced  moving  and  firing  on  them   immediately,  and  seeing  their 
danger,  I  at  once. ordered  my  brigade  forward  at  double-quick,  which 
order   was    complied   with,   the    men   rushing  down    with   a  shout, 
and  reaching  the  pieces  just  in  time  to  save  them.     At  the  same  time 
a  fire  was  opened  from  the  woods  to  the  left  by  some  troops  of  Gene 
ral   Winder's    command,    and  the   infantry   fight    then  begun.     The 
enemy's  front  regiments  soon  began  to  give  way  and  other  regiments 
were  seen  advancing  through  the  wheat-field  to  the  left  and  additional 
regiments   through    the    corn-field  in   my  front.     I  rode  to  my  right 
and  threw  the  twelfth  Georgia  regiment  to  the  left,  along  .the  crest  of 
a  ridge,  which  made  a  curve  in  front,  affording  it  a  very  good  natural 
defence  and  enabling  it  to  give  the  enemy  a  flank  fire.     Just  as' I  com 
pleted  this  movement,  I  observed  a  brigade  passing  from  the  rear  to 
my  right,  which  proved  to  be  one  of  Major  General   Hill's  brigades, 
commanded  ffy  Colonel    Thomas.     I   immediately  proceeded*  to  post 
this  brigade  to  the  right  of  the  twelfth  Georgia  regiment  and  at  right 
angles  with  it,  where  it   also   had  a   strong    position.     After  getting 
this  brigade  in   position,  during  which  operation  my  whole  left  was 
excluded  from  my  view,  I   rode  towards  the  left  and  found  that  the 
pieces  of  artillery  that  had  been  advanced  had  been  retired,  and  that 
the.  left  regiments  of  my 'brigade  and    all  the   troops  to  their  left,  as 
far  as  I  could  see,  had  fallen  back,  and  the  enemy  were  advancing  up  , 
the  «lope  of  the  hill.     I  saw  at  once  the  critical  position  in  which  we 
were  placed.     The  twelfth    Georgia  regiment,   the  four  companies  of 
the  fifty-second  Virginia  regiment,  with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Skinner, 
and  a  part  of  the  fifty-eighth  Virginia  regiment,  under  Major  Kasey, 
of    my   own    brigade,    had    not   given    way,    and    Colonel    Thomas' 
brigade  was  still  left  on  my  right.     These  troops   were  then  isolated 
and  in  an  advanced  position,  and  had  they  givon  way,  the  day,  in  all 
probability,  would  have  been  lost.     I  could  not,  therefore,  go  to  rally 
those  of  my  regiments,  which  were  retiring,  but  despatched  Major 
Hale,  my  acting  Assistant  adjutant  general,   to  do    so,  and  I  imme 
diately  rode  to  the  right  to  urge  the  troops  there  to  hold  their  posi 
tion.     After  doing  this,  I  rode  again  towards  the   left  and  discovered 
the  enemy  retiring  before  some  of    our  troops,  which  were  again 
advancing.     These  I  discovered  to  be  a  portion  of  my  own  brigade, 
which  had  been  rallied  and  a  portion  of  General  Taliaferro's  brig- 
ad*.     I  rode  up  to  them  and  while  I  was  here  the  enemy  attempted  to 
retrieve   the    fortunes  of    the    day  by  a  cavalry    charge  along  the 
Oulpeper  road,  which  was,  however,  successfully  repulsed  by  a  fire 


31 

•f 

from  the  thirteenth  Virginia  regiment,  Colonel  Taliaferro's  regiment, 
of  General  Taliaferro's  brigade,  and  a  number  of  parties  from  other 
brigades. 

This  was  after  sunset,  and  the  troops,  which  had  rallied  and  driven 
the  enemy  back,  advanced  into  the  corn-field.  I  rode  off  to  the  right 
again,  and  found  the  troops  there  maintaining  their  ground  against 
a  body  of  infantry  in  front  of  Colonel  Thomas'  brigade,  which  kept 
its  position  for  some  time.  The  ammunition  of  my  own  regiments 
being  nearly  exhausted,  as  was  that  of  Colonel  Thomas'  brigade,  I  di 
rected  them  to  maintain  their  ground  at  all  hazards,  and  use  the  bay 
onet  if  necessary,  and  they  did  not  waver  for  a  moment.  I  did  not 
order  an  advance  from  this  position,  because  it  would  have  had  to 
'have  been  made  under  great  disadvantages,  and  with  great  danger  of 
being  attacked  on  the  right  flank,  the  position  of  these  troops  was, 
all  the  time,  until  the  enemy  had  entirely  giv-jn  way,  in  advance  cf 
the  line,  and  I  was  satisfied  that  they  could  accomplish  more  by  main 
taining  their  position  than  by  advancing1  A  little  before  dusk,  the 
last  of  the  enemy's  regiments  left  the  ground,  on  the  advance  of  our 
troops  to  the  left,  into  the  corn-field,  and  we  were  left  masters 
of  the  battle-field.  In  a  short  time,  I  was  informed  by  Major  General 
Hill,  who  came  where  I  was,  that  General  Jackson's  order  was  to  ad 
vance  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  on  the  Culpeper  road,  and  that  his  di 
vision  was  advancing.  1  informed  him  of  the  fact  that  the  whole  of 
my  ammunition  was  exhausted,  and  that  my  brigade  was  much  fa 
tigued,  and  in  some  confusion  ;  but  as  he  expressed  the  opinion  thai  I 
ought  to  advance,  I  collected  the  brigade  and  did  advance,  until  I 
was  met  by  General  Eweil,  who  had  come  up  from  the  right,  and  was 
by  him  ordered  to  wait  until  the  other  two  brigades  of  the  division 
came  up  on  the  road  from  the  right  and  follow  them,  which  I  did, 
and  was  shortly  after  halted  and  ordered  to  bivouac  for  the  night. 

Johnson's  battery,  attached  to-  this  brigade,  had  accompanied  the 
seventh  and  eighth  baigades,  and  its  movements  were  under  the  di 
rection  of  the  Major  General  commanding  the  division. 

I  have  since  ascertained  that  the  giving  way  of  the  regiments  on 
my  left,  which  has  been  mentioned,  was  caused  by  the  fact  that  the 
brigade  on  their  left  gave  way  before  the  enemy's  infantry,  which  ad 
vanced  through  the  wheat  field,  and  that  the  enemy  got  into  the  woods 
on  their  left  and  fired  into  their  rear.  This  disorder  was  confined  to 
the  twenty-fifth,  thirty-first,  and  part  of  the  fifty-eighth  Virginia 
regiments.  Colonel  Walker,  who  was  on  my^  extreme  left,  maintained 
his  position  with  his  regiment,  the  thirteenth,  and  part  of  the  thirty- 
first  Virginia  regiment,  until  they  were  alone  and'the  enemy  were 
tiring  into  tiieir  rear  in  the  field.  He  then  ordered  them  to  retire, 
but  he  again  formed  them  and  brought  them  forward,  and  contributed 
very  largely  to  the  final  repulse  of  the  enemy,  advancing  as  far  as 
any  of  our  troops  were  advanced,  until  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
fight.  I  call  especial  attention  to  his  report.  He  is  a  most  efficient 
and  gallant  officer,  who  is  always  ready  to  perform  any  duty  assigned 
him,  and  the  men  of  his  regiment  are  capital  fighting  men,  there  being 
none  better  in  the  army.  When  Colonel  Walker  is  in  front,  with  hia 
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men  deployed  as  skirmishers,  I  feel  secure  against  an  ambuscade. 
I  respectfully  and  earnestly  recommend  him  for  promotion  to  the  po 
sition  of  Brigadier  General. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Terrell,  of  the  same  regiment;  Lieutenant  Col-* 
onel  Skinner*  commanding  the  fifty-second  Virginia  regiment  ;  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel  Jackson,  commanding  the  thirty  first  Virginia  regi 
ment,  (severety  wounded  ;)  Major  Kasey,  commanding  the  fifty- 
eighth  Virginia  regiment ;  Major  Higginbotham,  commanding  the 
twenty-fifth  Virginia  regiment,  and  Captain*  William  F.  Brown  com 
manding  the  twelfth  Georgia  regiment,  aR  acquitted  themselves  with 
great  gallantry.  The  brigade  generally  acquitted  itself  well. 

The  disorder  in  some  of  the  regiments  was,  as  before  stated,  after 
the  troops  on  their  left  had  give.n  way  and  the  enemy  had  gotten  on* 
their  flank  and  rear,  and  it  was  after  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jackson,  of 
the  thirty-first  and  Major  Higginbotham  were  both  wounded  and  car 
ried  to  the  rear,  leaving  their  regiments,  which  chiefly  participated 
in  the  disorder,  without  commanders. 

The  conduct  of  the  twelfth  Georgia,  with  which  I  was  more  than 
any  other,  elicited  iny  especial  approbation.  It  is  a  gallant  fighting 
regiment,  and  1  have  had  occasion  before  to  notice  its  good  conduct, 
its  commander  in  this  action,  Captain  William  F.  Brown,  who  is  over 
sixty  years  of  age,  displaced  great  coolness,  courage  and  energy.  He 
is  eminently  deserving  the*  command  of  a  regiment,  and  I  recommend 
him  for  promotion  to  fill  the  first  vacancy  that  may  occur  among  the 
field  officers  of  the  regiment. 

Captain  Lilly,  of  the  twenty-fifth  Virginia  regiment,  with  a  small 
body  of  his  regiment,  (twenty-fifth  Virginia,)  including  the  color- 
bearer,  attracted  my  attention  by  the  gallantry  displayed  by  them  in 
advancing  among  the  foremost  after  the  regiment  had  got  into  disor 
der.  A  body  of  men,  from  the  twenty-first  Virginia  regiment,  around 
their  colors,  advancing  in  the  same  way,  attracted  iny  attention  by 
their  gallantry.  I  was  particularly  struck  by  the  bravery  exhibited 
by  the  color-bearers  of  these  two  regiments,  who,  with  these  small 
bodies  of  men,  were  waving  their  flags  in  the  very  front,  as  if  to  at 
tract  a  fire  upon  them,  and  advancing  all  the  while., 

Captain  Brown,  of  the  Chesapeake  Artillery,  and  Captain  Dement 
displayed  great  courage  and  efficiency,  themselves  loading  and  L.riiig 
their  pieces,  when  their  men  were  exhausted. 

I  was  attracted  by  the  conspicuous  gallantry  exhibited  by  Colonel 
Taliaferro,  of  the  twenty- third  Virginia  regiment,  who  I  saw  urging 
his  men  on. 

My  staff  officers,  Major  P.  Hall,  A.  A.  General ;  Lieutenant  S.  H. 
Early,  A.  D.  C.,  and  Major  A.  L.  Pitzer,  volunteer  l^D.  C.,  dis 
played  great  courage  and  energy  in  carrying  my  orders  under  fire, 
and  in  rallying  and  encouraging  the  troops.  They  were  everywhere 
on  the  field  where  there  was  danger,  each  having  his  horse  struck 
under  him. 

There  were  doubtless  many  -cases  of  individual  gallantry  upon  the 
part  of  officers  and  men,  to  which  I  am  not  able  to  do  justice,  and  I 
do  not  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  they  are  intentionally  overlooked. 
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My  effective  strength  in  infantry,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  was 
seventeen  hundred,  of  which  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  were  left 
on  picket. 

Subjoined  is  a  list  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  showing  sixteen 
killed,  one  hundred  and  forty-five  wounded,  and  two  missing,  total 
one  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

I  can  also  bear  testimony  to  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  Col 
onel  Tomas,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  brigade,  whose  timely  ar 
rival  rendered  my  right  secure,  and  whose  deadly  fire  contributed 
largely  to  the  repulse  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  EARLY, 

Brigadier  General  commanding  Brigade. 
$ 


KEPORT  OF  COLONEL  RONALD  OF  FIRST  BRIGADE. 

HEADQ'RS  FIRST  BRIGADE  VIRGINIA  VOLUNTEERS,  V.  D.,  > 

August  15,  1862.      $ 

W.  T.  TALIAFERRO,  A.  A.  A.  General: 

SIR  :  Before  the  brigade  became  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Cedar 
Run,  on  Saturday,  the  9th,  Brigadier  General  Charles  S.  Winder 
was  mortally  wounded,  whereupon  the  command  devolved  on  me. 
In  obedience  to  your  order,  therefore,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  first  brigade  in  the  battle 
of  Cedar  Run,  Culpeper  county,  on  the  9th  instant: 

The  following  regiments  constitute  the  brigade  :  The  fifth,  sec 
ond,  fourth,  thirty-third  and  twenty-seventh  Arirginia,  commanded 
on  this  occasion  as  follows :  The  fifth  by  Major  Williams,  the  second 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lawson  Botts,  the  fourth  by  Lieutenant  Col 
onel  Robert  D.  Gardner,  the  thirty-third  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ed 
ward  G.  Lee,  the  twenty-seventh  by  Captain  Charles  L.  Haynes. 
Captains  Carpenter's  and  Poague's  batteries  are  attached.  The  brig 
ade  bivouacked,  on  the  night  of  the  8th,  in  Madison  county,  on  the 
road  leading  to  Culpeper  Court-House,  and  about  one  mile  from 
Madison  Mills,  on  the  Rapidan  river.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th, 
the  brigade  took  up  the  line  of  march  in  the  direction  of  Culpeper 
Court-House.  The  march  was  frequently  interrupted  from  causes 
unknown  to  me  at  the  time,  and,  at  fifteen  minutes  past  three  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  the  brigade  was  halted  in  the  woods  a  short  distance  to  the 
left  of  the  road.  At  this  time,  some  cannonading  was  going  on  in 
front.  Here  several  parrot  guns  from  Captains  Poague's  and  Car 
penter's  batteries  were  ordered  to  the  front.  These  were  posted  in 
the  road  so  as  to  enfilade  the  enemy's  batteries,  then  engaging  our 
batteries  on  the  right.  General  Winder  was  in  the  front,  directing, 
with  great  ability  and  judgment,  the  movements  of  the  batteries. 
These  batteries,  in  a  short  time,  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy's 
guns  from  their  chosen  position,  after  which  Captains  Poague  and 
Carpenter  were  directed  to  take  position  in  a  corn-field  on  the  right 
of  the  road,  where  they  opened  a  rapid  fire  upon  the  enemy's  guns, 
and  soon  silenced  several  of  them.  Shortly  after  this,  General  Win 
der  was  mortally  wounded  and  borne  from  the  field,  the  brigade  still 
resting  where  it  was  halted  at  fifteen  minutes  past  three  o'clock.  A 
little  after  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  was  ordered  to  put  the  brigade  in 
line  of  battle,  perpendicular  to  the  road,  and  move  forward,  the  line 
having  been  arranged  in  the  following  order,  viz :  Twenty-seventh 
on  the  right,  the  thirty-third  on  the  left  of  the  twenty-seventh,  the 
fifth  left  of  the  thirty-third,  second  left  of  the  fifth,  and  the  fourth 
left  of  the  second.  I  moved  forward  through  the  woods,  but  in  a  few 
minutes  I  was  ordered  to  put  the  brigade  in  column  of  regiments, 
which  order  was  executed  promptly ;  but  before  advancing  the  col 
umn  I  was  ordered  to  deploy  the  column  and  advance  in  line  of  bat- 
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tie,  letting  the  right  rest  about  one  hundred  yards  from  the  road. 
The  line  of  battle  being  thus  re-established  I  moved  forward  through 
the  woods,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  spherical  case  and   canister  shot, 
from  the  enemy's  guns.     Arriving  at  a  fence  that  partly  enclosed  an 
open  field,  I  halted  the  brigade  and  sent  Captain  John  H.  Fulton, 
acting  aid,  to  inform  General  Taliaferro  of  my  position,  and  to  re 
ceive  his  order.     Captain  Fulton  returned,  stating  that  the   General 
directed  me  to  move  on.     I  put  the  brigade  in  motion  and  rode  some 
two  hundred  yards  in  advance,  in  order  to  gain  the  top  of  the  hill, 
from  which  I  supposed  I  could  have  a  good  view.     Arriving  at  the 
top  of  the  hill,  I  observed  the  enemy,  about  three  hundred  yards  dis 
tant,  advancing  in  line  of  battle,  when  I  immediately  rode  back   to 
the  brigade,  which,  having  advanced  to  within  four  hundred  yards  of 
the  enemy,  and  in  view'  of  each  other,   this  brigade  then  opened  fire 
upon  the  enemy,  and  having  discharged  several  volleys,  which  seemecj 
to  confuse  him,  I  immediately    ordered  the  brigade  to  charge,  which 
order  was  promptly  executed,  and  with  fine  effect,  the  enemy  falling 
back  in  great  confusion,  leaving  many  of  his  dead  and  wounded  upon 
the  field.     Arriving  at  the  woods  in  his  retreat,  the  enemy  attempted 
to  reform  his  line,  which  I  determined  to   prevent,  by  following  him 
up  ;   but  at  this  moment,  I  was  informed  that  the  enemy  had   turned 
the  left  of  the  second  brigade,  (which  I  supposed,  until  that  moment, 
rested  on  the  right  of  the  first  brigade:)  whereupon,  I  immediately 
directed  a  change  of  front,  which  was  done  as  promptly  as  it  could  be 
under   the    circumstances,  which    enabled  me   to  engage  this    flanl^ 
movement  of  the  enemy.     But  General  Branch's   brigade  coming  up 
at  this  moment,  his  line  being  perpendicular  to  the  road,  while  the 
line  of  the  first  brigade  was  parallel,  General  Branch  opened  a  vig 
orous  fire  upon  the  enemy,  which  soon  succeeded  in  driving  him  from 
his  position.     He  was  here  compelled  to  pass   through  a  large  grain 
field  in  his  retreat,   "which  exposed  his  broken  columns  to   a  deadly 
cross-fire  from  Branch's  and  this  brigade.     About  sundown,  General 
Fender's    (I  think  it  was)  brigade   appeared  on  the  extreme   left  of 
the  open  field  I  first  entered.     He  continued  his   march  by  the  flank 
until  his  right  reached  the  north-east  corner  of  the  field,  when  I  sent 
Captain  Fulton  to  inform  him  that  the  enemy  was  in  the  woods  to  his 
right.     He  then  continued  his  march  for  some  distance,  and  then  put 
his  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  his  right  resting  on  the  left    of  the  first 
brigade,  and  then  the  whole  line  advanced  in  the  direction  of  the  main 
road.     Very  shortly    after  this   connection  was  formed,  a  short  but 
very  vigorous  contest  ensued,  which  succeeded  in  completely  routing 
the  enemy.     [It  is  proper  here  to  state  that  the  enemy  engaged  in  the 
woods,  at  this  point,  is  the  same  column  whose  reformation  of  line  I 
attempted  to  prevent  when  informed  that  the  left  flank  of  the   second 
brigade  had  been  turned.]     Here  the  enemy's  loss  was  very   heavy. 
This  brigade  pursued  the  now  retreating  foe  until  after  dark,  when  I _" 
was  ordered  to  halt  and  rest  for  the  night. 

The  conduct  of  the  troops  in  this  brigade  was,  indeed,  splendid;: 
men  never  behaved  better.  Regimental  commanders  were  conspicu-- 
ous  for  their  gallantry,  and  company  officers  deserve  great  praise,, 
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not  only  for  their  gallantry,  but  for  their  successful  efforts  in  keeping 
their  companies  together.  Indeed,  when  the  brigade  was  halted  for 
the  night,  nearly  all  were  present. 

The  brigade  captured  three  stands  01  colors,  one  of  which  was  im 
properly  taken  from  a  private  of  the  regiment  by  a  commis 
sioned  officer  of  some- other  command.  Two  stands  of  colors  were 
taken  .by  the  fifth  regiment. 

For  individual  acts  of  gallantry,  I  refer  ycfu  to  the  reports  of  regi 
mental  and  battery  commanders,  herewith  presented.  Upon  assum 
ing  command,  Captain  John  H.  Fulton,  of  the  fourth  regiment,  and 
Major  Holliday,  of  the  thirty-third  regiment,  kindly  consented  to  act 
as  aids,  in  connection  with  Lieutenant  Garnett,  of  General  Winder's 
Btaff,  and  to  these  gentlemen  I  am  much  indebted  for  their  valuable 
services. 

Captain  Fulton  was  conspicuous  in  the  fight,  transmitting  every 
order  with  great  promptness  and  despatch. 

Major  Holliday,  a  gallant  and  brave  man,  while  in  the  execution 
of  an  order,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  right  arm,  rendering  am 
putation  necessary.  He  was  wounded  early  in  the  engagement. 

Lieutenant  Garnett  was  active  in  the  field,  and  his  gallantry  was 
conspicuous.  With  the  aid  these  gentlemen  rendered  me  upon  the 
field,  my  new  position,  as  brigade  commander,  was  relieved  of  much 
embarrassment. 

Captains  Carpenter  and  Poague  are  deserving  of  especial  notice  for 
the  great  service  they  rendered  with  their  batteries.  Captain  Car 
penter  was  wounded  by  a  minie-ball  in  the  head,  though  I  think  not 
severely. 

The  casualties  in  the  brigade  was,  ten  killed  and  fifty-one  wounded. 
This  includes  General  Winder,  and  in  his  death,  the  brigade  was  de 
prived  of  his  great  services,  the  army  of  an  able  and  accomplished 
officer,  the  country  of  a  good  citizen,  and  society  of  an  ornament. 

I  attribute  so  few  casualties  to  the  fact  that  the  brigade  charged  at 
the  proper  time. 

For  a  list  of  casualties,  see  reports  of  regimental  and  battery 
commanders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  RONALD, 
Colonel  commanding  1st  Brigade. 


REPORT     OF     LIEUTENANT     COLONEL     GARNETT,    OF 
SECOND  •  BRIGADE. 

CAMP  NEAR  LIBERTY  MILLS,      ) 
Headquarters  Second  Brigade)  First  Division,  A.  V.  D.  > 

Major  W.  T.  TALIAFERRO, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  First  Division  : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  second  brigade,  in  the  battle  near  Cedar  creek,  on 
the  9th  instant: 

By  order  of  General  "Winder,  commanding  first  division,  the  second 
brigade  was  ordered,  about  half  past  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  to  march 
to  the  front — passing  the  first  brigade — to  rest  its  right  near  a  school- 
house  in  the  vicinity  of  the  battle-field.  Remaining  in  this  position 
until  General  Early's  brigade  had  driven  in  the  cavalry  pickets,  I 
received  orders  to  move  rapidly  forward  along  the  main  road  towards 
the  enemy's  position.  In  executing  this  movement,  the  brigade  was 
fired  upon  by  the  enemy's  batteries,  killing  five  and  wounding  six 
men  of  the  forty-eighth  Virginia  regiment.  To  prevent  any  further 
accident,  the  brigade  was  filed  to  the  left  in  the  woods,  and  proceeded 
along  the  slope  of  a  hill  parallel  to  the  road,  until  it  had  marched  to 
a  point  where  the  road  emerged  from  the  woods  into  a  field  directly  in 
front  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  Here  General  Winder  ordered  me  to 
file  to  the  left  along  a  by-road  in  the  woods,  and  to  follow  it  as  far  as 
I  could  under  cover  of  the  woods.  On  reaching  this  last  position,  I 
was  to  place  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  and  charge  the  nearest  bat 
tery  by  a  flank  movement,  while  our  artillery  engaged  it  in  front.  On 
reconnoitering  the  position  of  the  battery,  a  heavy  body  of  infantry 
was  discovered  in  its  rear,  and  a  long  line  of  cavalry,  behind  a  fence 
covered  with  brush,  on  the  left  of  the  battery,  commanding  perfectly 
the  field  the  second  brigade  would  necessarily  cross  in  reaching  its 
destination.  I  reported  these  facts  immediately  to  General  Winder, 
through  Lieutenant  White,  acting  aid-de-camp,  and  received  orders 
on  his  return  to  remain  where  I  was  for  a  few  moments.  This  was 
the  last  order  I  received  from  General  Winder,  whose  untimely  death 
none  more  deplore  than  the  second  brigade.  We  were  proud  to  bo 
under  his  command  and  mingle  our  sorrows  with  those  of  the  nation 
at  his  early  fall.  General  Taliaferro  now  assuming  command,  ordered 
such  a  disposition  ot  the  second  brigade  as  would  afford  some  protec 
tion  to  the  batteries  on  our  right  and  some  four  hundred  yards  to  the 
rear.  The  twenty-first  Virginia  regiment  formed  the  extreme  right,, 
and  the  forty-eighth  Virginia  regiment  was  placed  on  the  left  of  the 
twenty -first,  and  were  designed  to  repulse  any  charge  of  the  enemy 
on  our  batteries,  as  ordered  by  General  Taliaferro.  The  forty-second 
Virginia  regiment  and  first  Virginia  battalion  formed  our  left,  and 
commanded  a  field  nearly  at  right  angles  with  that  in  front  of  the 
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forty-eighth  and  twenty-first.  In  this  position  skirmishers  were 
thrown  forward,  and,  on  the  extreme  left,  a  courier  was  left  with 
Major  Seddon,  with  instructions  to  report  any  movements  of  the 
enemy  in  a  thick  woodland  on  his  extreme  left,  which  was  supposed 
to  he  occupied.  At  this  juncture  General  Jackson  and  staff  arrived, 
and  I  receive^  orders  from  the  General  to  look  well  to  my  left  flank 
and  to  report  at  once  to  General  Taliaferro  for  reinforcements. 
Accordingly,  Captain  Wilson,  assistant  adjutant  general,  second 
brigade,  and  Lieutenant  White,  acting  aid-de-camp,  were  sent  in  dif 
ferent  parts  of  the  field  to  ensure  an  early  interview  with  the  General, 
and  to  secure,  without  delay,  the  support  required.  Before  these 
officers  returned,  the  enemy  had  advanced  rapidly,  already  engaging 
our  right.  With  coolness  and  determination,  the  regiments  on  the 
right  delivered  thrir  fire,  keeping  a  superior  number  of  the  enemy  at 
bay.  Firing  now  commenced  on  the  left,  and  hastening  to  the  posi 
tion  occupied  by  the  first  Virginia  battalion,  I  discovered  the  enemy 
in  heavy  force  rapidly  advancing,  not  more  than  fifty  yards  from  our 
front,  bearing  down  upon  us  also  from  the  left,  delivering,  as  they 
came,  a  most  galling  fire.  Unable  to  withstand  this  fire  from  front 
and  flank,  the  first  Virginia  battalion  gave  way  in  confusion,  and 
rendered  abortive  any  efforts  of  its  corps  of  gallant  officers  to  reform 
it.  Finding  our  left  turned,  I  rode  up  to  Major  Layne,  commanding 
the  forty-second,  and  ordered  a  change  of  front  to  meet  the  enemy  in 
this  new  direction;  but,  before  this  could  be  executed, he  fell  mortally 
wounded,  and  the  movement  could  not  be  accomplished  before  the 
enemy  had  commenced  a  fire  in  their  rear,  producing  some  confusion 
and  disorder.  The  other  regiment,  all  the  while  engaged  in  front,  were 
also  attacked  in  rear,  now  that  the  left  flank  was  turned,  producing 
much  disorder  in  their  ranks.  In  this  double  fire,  front  and  rear, 
fell  the  gallant  officers,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham,  Major  Layne, 
and  Captain  Dyerle.  Reinforcements  coming  up,  portions  of  different 
regiments  were  reformed  and  assisted  in  driving  the  enemy  discom- 
fitted  from  the  field.  The  terrible  loss  in  this  brigade  resulted  from 
its  left  flank  being  turned,  thereby  subjecting  it  to  a  double  fire. 
Had  reinforcements,  momentarily  expected,  arrived  ten  minutes 
sooner,  no  disaster  would  have  happened.  The  long  list  of  killed  and 
wounded  officers,  accompanying  this  report,  is  the  best  evidence  of 
their  courage  and  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  duty.  Lieutenant  Col 
onel  Cunningham,  as  all  who  knew  him  expected,  behaved  with  dis 
tinguished  bravery  and  coolness.  His  place  is  not  easily  filled.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  Major  Layne,  Major  Seddon  and  Captain  Han- 
num,  commanding  regiments,  and  of  the  officers  attached-to  their 
commands.  It  would  be  improper  to  close  this  report  without  calling 
the  attention  of  the  General  to  the  acts  of  savage  brutality  perpetra 
ted  by  the  enemy  upon  our  officers  and  men  who  fell  into  their  hands 
temporarily  as  prisoners.  Such  fiendish  barbarity  is  not  to  be  found 
in  the  history  of  warfare  among  civilized  nations. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff  all  praise  is  due  for  their  bravery  and 
efficiency  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty.  They  consisted  of  Captain 
Wilson,  assistant  adjutant  general,  Lieutenant  Dabney,  aid-de-camp, 
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and  Lieutenant  White,  first  Virginia  battalion,  acting  aid-de-camp. 
For  further  particulars,  the  General  is  referred  to  reports  from  regi 
mental  commanders  herewith  enclosed. 

THOMAS  S.  GARNETT, 

Lieut.  Col.  commanding  2nd  Brigade,  1st  Division,  A.  V.  D. 
V,  DABNEY,  Aid-de~Cawp. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  TALIAFERRO  OF  THIRD  BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  BRIGADE,  A.  V., 
McGntder's  Farm,  Orange  county,   Va.,  August  14,   1862. 

To  Brigadier  General  W.  B.  TALIAFERRO, 

Commanding  First  Division,  A.   V.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  sustained  by  the  third  brigade  of  the  first  division,  Army  of  the 
Valley,  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  creek,  on  the  9th  instant : 

This  brigade  was  under  your  immediate  command  until  about  four 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  I  was  notified  of  the  death  of  General  Winder, 
commanding  the  first  division,  and  that  you  had  assumed  its  command. 
The  command  of  this  brigade  thereupon  devolved  upon  me,  as  the 
senior  officer,  and  my  report  is  confined  to  the  conduct  of  the  brigade 
subsequent  to  my  assumption  of  its  command.  The  brigade  at  that 
time  occupied  a  position  on  the  left  of  General  Early's  brigade,  and 
on  the  right  of  the  second  brigade  of  this  division,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Garnett,  the  first  brigade,  under  Colonel  Ronald,  being  in 
rear,  as  a  support  to  the  third.  The  brigade  was  then  exposed  to  a 
heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  which  it  sustained  with  great 
firmness,  officers  and  men  alike  displacing  the  coolness  of  veterans. 
Soon  after,  the  order  to  advance  was  given,  which  was  obeyed  with 
alacrity,  under  a  galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  firing  over 
the  heads  of  their  infantry.  As  soon  as  this  brigade  arrived  within 
musket  shot  of  the  enemy  it  commenced  firing,  and  continued  a  de 
structive  fire  until  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy,  in  strong  force, 
had  turned  the  left  flank  of  the  second  brigade,  exposing  it  to  a  fire 
so  destructive  that  it  was  compelled  to  give  way,  in  some  disorder. 
This  left  the  regiments  on  the  left  of  this  brigade  exposed  to  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  in  front,  and  also  on  its  left  flank.  Under  this  fire, 
and  the  example  of  the  second  brigade,  the  fortj^-seventh  and  forty- 
eighth  Alabama  regiments,  commanded  respectively  by  Colonel  Jack 
son  and  Colonel  Sheffield,  (for  the  first  time  under  fire,)  gave  way, 
and  fell  back  some  distance,  but  were  promptly  rallied  by  their  offi 
cers.  A  part  of  the  thirfy-seventh  Virginia,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Williams,  was  also  thrown  into  confusion,  and  the  whole  compelled  to 
fall  back.  The  tenth,  Major  Stover,  and  the  twenty-third  Virginia, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Curtis,  likewise  fell  back,  under  my  orders.  The 
whole  brigade  was  speedily  reformed  and,  supported  cordially  by  the 
first  brigade,  which  promptly  advanced  on  its  left,  again  advanced 
and  charged  the  enemy.  The  enemy  soon  broke  and  fled  in  great 
disorder.  We  pursued  them  until  darkness  interposed,  and  we  were 
ordered  to  a  position  in  advance  of  the  battle-field,  where  we  slept  on 
our  arms.  In  the  pursuit,  this  brigade  captured  a  number  of  pris 
oners,  among  them  Brigadier  General  Prince,  who  was  brought  in  by 
private  John  Booker,  company  I,  twenty-third  Virginia  regiment. 
He  brought  him  to  me,  but  as  General  Taliaferro  was  near,  who  was 
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of  superior  rank,  I  ordered  him  to  be  taken  to  him,  and  to  him  he 
promptly  surrendered.  Just  at  the  time  the  enemj  broke,  their  cav 
alry  charged  us,  but  were  received  by  a  galling  fire  from  this  brigade. 
They  broke,  and  were  fired  upon  also  by  the  first  and  second,  and 
General  Branch's  brigade,  which  had  come  up  on  our  left,  and  fled 
with  great  precipitation  and  loss. 

I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  many  brave  and  good  officers  and  men. 
It  will  be  hard  to  supply  their  places,  but  they  fell  on  the  field  of 
honor,  in  defence  of  their  homes,  their  people,  their  liberty,  and  all 
that  makes  life  dear  to  man,  and  a  grateful  country  and  posterity  will 
award  them  their  meed  of  praise.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Curtis,  com 
manding  twenty-third  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  fell,  mortally 
wounded,  while  gallantly  leading  his  regiment  into  action.  He  came 
to  the  regiment  in  September,  1861,  from  Brooke  county,  Yirginia, 
a  private,  and  a  refugee  from  the  tyrants  of  the  Northwest,  and,  in 
the  reorganization  he  was  called  to  the  position  he  so  gallantly  filled, 
a  fit  testimonial  by  the.  officers  to  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct.  lie 
has  fallen  far  from  his  home  and  friends,  but  will  long  be  remembered 
by  all  associated  with  him  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  Colonel  Williams, 
of  the  thirty- seventh  Yirginia  regiment,  was  slightly,  and  Colonel 
Sheffield,  of  the  forty- eighth  Alabama  regiment,  was  painfully 
wounded.  Both  these  officers  behaved  with  great  gallantry.  All  the 
officers  and  men  of  this  brigade  behaved  well,  and  I  beg  leave  to 
thank  them  for  their  gallant  and  good  conduct,  manifested  under  the 
most  trying  circumstances.  For  the  details  of  the  killed  and 
wounded,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  regimental  com 
manders,  herewith  returned,  and  which  sum  up  as  follows  : 

Killed.          Wounded, 

Tenth  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,       -  6.37 

Twenty-third  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  5  27 

Thirty- seventh  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  13  C4 

Forty-seventh  regiment  Alabama  volunteers,  12  85 

Forty-eighth  regiment  Alabama  volunteers,  15  58 

Total,  -  51  271 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted, 

ALEXANDER  G.  TALIAFERRO, 
Colonel  commaviding  Third  Brigade,  A.    V. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  STAFFORD. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  LOUISIANA  BRIGADE, 
August  14,   1862. 

To  Major  General  A.  P.  HILL  : 

I  very  respectfully  submit  the  following  feport  of  the  action  and 
position  of  this  brigade  under  my  command,  at  the  battle  of  Cedar 
creek,  on  the  9th  instant : 

With  my  command,  I  reached,  by  double-quicking,  the  battle-field 
just  in  time  to  hear  the  last  guns  fired  and  to  witness  the  stragglers 
of  the  retreat.  Immediately  after  forming  line  .of  battle,  the  brigade 
was  thrown  forward  as  the  advance  guard,  and  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
through  a  dense  woods,  heavy  skirmishing  was  kept  up  between  the 
skirmishers  of  the  enemy  and  those  of  my  own  deployment.  In  an 
opon  field,  after  passing  the  skirt  of  woods,  I  found  the  enemy  in 
large  force,  much  superior  to  my  own,  and  in  line  of  battle.  By  or 
ders  of  General  Jackson,  with  my  brigade,  I  formed  a  line  of  battle 
along  a  fence  separating  the  field  from  the  woods  and  at  right  angles 
with  the  main  road  by  which  I  was  advancing.  I  was  severely  shelled 
at  various  times  during  the  night,  while  the  firing  of  the  skirmishers 
was  periodical  from  a  little  after  dark  until  near  eleven  o'clock  next 
morning.  The  entire  brigade  remained  inline  of  battle  until  ordered 
back  at  or  near  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  10th  instant.  The  following  compa 
nies  were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  behaved  with  that  gallantry  and 
coolness  that  entitles  the  officers  and  men  to  the  highest  praise,  viz.  : 
Company  A,  Captain  Grigsby  ;  company  B,  Captain  Gumming,  and 
company  B,  Captain  Hodges,  of  the  ninth  Louisiana  regiment.  The 
casualties  of  the  brigade  were  twenty  wounded  and  four  killed.  Deeply 
do  I  regret  to  state  that  the  following  named  officers  (and  a  few  pri 
vates,  who  could  not  be  detected,)  absented  themselves  without  leave 
during  that  period  of  the  engagement  in  which  my  command  partici 
pated,  viz.  :  First  Lieutenant  B.  F.  Jackson  and  Captain  Singletary  , 
of  the  ninth  Louisiana  regiment.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub 
mitted. 

L.  A.  STAFFORD, 
Colonel  commanding  2d  La.  Brigade, 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CRUTCHFIELD. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY,  SECOND  CORPS,  )' 
March  14,   1863.          jj 

Lieutenant  Colonel  C.  J.  FAULKNER, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  folllowing  report  of  tho 
part  taken  by  the  artillery  of  this  army  corps  in  the  battle  of  Cedar 
Run,  of  August  9th,  1862  : 

The  read  on  which  we  advanced  debouched  from  a  piece  of  woods 
upon  the  immediate  battle-field,  which  was  open  and  somewhat  broken, 
a  brook  running  across  it  and  the  prolongation  of  the  road  and  making 
a  small  angle  with  our  general  line  of  battle.  The  advance  of  our 
troops  was  the  division  of  Brigadier  General  C.  S.  Winder,  and  its 
artillery  became  first  engaged.  The  enemy's  batteries  occupied 
rising  ground  to  the  right  and  beyond  the  mouth  of  the  road,  while 
his  infantry  extended  from  these  batteries  towards  our  left.  About 
two,  P.  M.,  a  gun  placed  at  the  rnouth  of  the  road  by  Major  R.  S. 
Andrews,  commanding  the  artillery  of  General  Winder's  division, 
opened  on  the  enemy.  His*  cavalry  skirmishers  and  out-posts  had 
been  previously  driven  in  by  Brigadier  General  Early's  brigade,  which 
was  just  to  the  right  of  this  point.  The  reply  was  immediate  and 
from  this  time  the  enemy  kept  up  a  sharp  fire  at  this  point,  as  one 
near  which  our  troops  and  batteries  must  pass  in  taking  position.  I 
found  that  to  the  right  and  front,  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards, 
were  rises  in  the  ground  favorable  for  positions  for  artillery.  I  there 
fore  directed  Major  Andrews  to  move  forward  his  rifle  guns  to  these 
points.  He  moved  out  four  rifles  and  one  twelve-pounder  Napoleon. 
The  latter  and  two  rifles  were  from  Captain  Poague's  battery  and  the 
others  from  those  of  Captains  Caskie  and  Carpenter.  Their  fire  was 
directed  against  the  enemy's  batteries  in  order  to  protect  the  deploy 
ment  of  our  infantry.  They  were  excellently  served,  and  so  com 
pletely  occupied  the  enemy's  guns,  about  twelve  in  number,  I  think, 
that  Major  Andrews  proposed  to  move  one  or  two  smooth-bored  bat 
teries  further  down  the  road  and  endeavor  to  enfilade  the  enemy's 
position.  In  trying  to  do  this  he 'was  wounded,  and  the  complexion 
of  affairs  just  after  ^prevented  its  subsequent  execution.  Meanwhile 
the  battery  of  Captain  Latimer,  which  had  moved  with  Major  General 
EwelPs  division,  had  opened  on  the  enemy  from  a  position  at  the  base 
of  Slaughter's  Mountain,  far  to  <?ur  right,  while  the  batteries  of  Cap 
tains  Brown  and  Dement,  (the  two  comprising  six  guns,)  had  position 
between  the  battery  of  Captain  Latimer  and  those  of  Major  Andrews. 
These  two  batteries  were  capitally  served  and  evidently  damaged  the 
enemy  severely. 

Thus  far  the  fight  had  been  between  the  opposing  artillery  exclu 
sively.  At  this  time  the  enemy's  infantry  advanced  in  line  of  battle, 
that  is,  a  regiment  of  them  through  a  corn-field  just  beyond  the 
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brook  and  in  front  of  Major  Andrews'  guns.  Unable  apparently  to 
cross  in  this  formation,  they  formed  column  of  companies  for  the  pur 
pose.  Just  then  Major  Andrews  turned  his  guns  upon  them,  (for  it 
was  before  he  had  been  wounded,)  and  opening  with  canis 
ter  soon  broke  them.  At  this  time  Lieutenant  Colonel  R. 
L.  Walker  coming  up  with  the  artillery  of  Major  General  A. 
P.  Hill's  division,  I  directed  him  to  place  four  rifle  guns  on  the  rising 
ground  to  Major  Andrews'  right.  He  placed  them  by  sections — two 
from  Captain  Pegram's  battery  and  two  from  Captain  Fleet's,  the 
latter  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Hardy.  These  guns  now  were 
formed  in  echelon — Captain  Pegram  being  in  advance-and  to  the  right, 
next  to  him  Lieutenant  Hardy,  while  the  guns  from  General  Winder's 
division  were  further  to  the  left  and  something  in  advance  of  Lieuten 
ant  Hardy,  giving  an  oblique  fire  across  their  front.  At  this  moment 
the  enemy's  infantry  advanced  again  in  general  line  across  the  corn 
field  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker's  guns  were  turned  on  them  ex 
clusively.  In  a  short  time  our  infantry  on  the  left  of  the  road  was 
apparently  thrown  into  confusion  and  gave  way ;  the  enemy  advanc 
ing,  the  rear  of  the  guns  of  General  Winder's  division  was  exposed 
and  they  were  withdrawn  by  General  Jackson's  order.  At  the  same 
time  the  enemy  made  a  feeble  effort  to  advance  through  and  from  the 
corn-field,  but  a  well-directed  fire  of  canister  from  the  guns  of  Cap 
tain  Pegram  and  Lieutenant  Hardy,  supported  by,  I  believe,  the 
thirteenth  Virginia  regiment,  Colonel  J.  A.  Walker,  checked  them, 
though  their  skirmishers  got  quite  near  under  cover  of  the  accidents 
of  the  ground.  The  temporary  confusion  on  the  lefc  was  soon  over 
come  and  in  a  short  time  the  enemy  gave  way,  and  our  whole  line 
advancing,  the  artillery  moved  along  the  road,  unable  to  cross  the 
brook  in  front  through  the  field.  The  pursuit  continued  until  having 
crossed  a  second  brook,  we  came  upon  a  large  body  of  woods.  It  be 
ing  deemed  advisable  to  shell  these  before  advancing  further,  the  bat 
teries  of  Captains  Pegram,  Fleet,  Braxton,  and  Latham,  were  placed 
in  position  under  Lieutenint  Colonel  Walker,  some  eighty  or  one  hun 
dred  yards  distant  and  a  heavy  fire  opened  in  various  directions. 
After  a  short  time,  Captain  Pegram's  battery  was  ordered  forward 
with  an  infantry  brigade,  through  these  woods  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile.  It  took  position  just  beyond  and  opened  upon  what  was  thought 
and  proved  to  be  the  enemy's  camp.  A  battery  was  soon  opened  in 
reply,  and  a  heavy  cannonade  was  the  consequence,  for  some  time, 
causing  Captain  Pegram  severe  loss.  His  battery  however,  retained 
its  position  till  next  morning,  when  it  was  withdrawn.  We  lost  no 
pieces  or  caissons,  but  had  two  guns  dismounted  by  the  enemy's 
fire.  We  captured  one  twelve-pounder  Napoleon  (spiked)  anil  car 
riage  and  caisson,  with  two  other  caissons  and  a  limber,  all  of  which 
were  brought  off.  The  gun  and  caisson  were  sent  to  Richmond,  one 
caisson  exchanged  into  Captain  Poague's  battery,  and  the  other  cais 
son  and  limber  also  sent  to  Richmond. 

It  is  due  that  I  should  call  especial  attention  to  the  gallantry  dis 
played  by  Major  R.  L.  Andrews  in  this  action.  He  was  severely 
wounded,  and,  in  our  withdrawal,  fell  a  prisoner  into  the  hands  of 
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the  enemy.     Captain  J.  Carpenter,  a  most  excellent  officer,  received 
a  wound  from  which  he  has  since  died,  while  fearlessly  exposing  him 
self  in  looking  out  a  position  for  his  battery. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant,  J$ 

S.  CRUTCHFIELD, 
Cokml  and  Chief  Artillery  U  Corps. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  W1TCHER  OF  TWENTY-FIRST  VIR 
GINIA  REGIMENT. 

CAMP  NEAR  GORDONSVILLE,  August  13,  1862. 

Major  JOHN  SEDDON, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade  .* 

SIR  :  In  obedience  to  order,  I  offer  the  following  report  of  the 
twenty-first  Virginia  regiment  in  the  battle  of  Slaughter's  Mountain, 
on  the  9th  instant,  which,  I  fear,  will  be  an  imperfect  one,  as  I  only 
took  command  after  the  fight  had  considerably  advanced  : 

The  regiment  was  posted  in  line  of  battle  in  the  woods,  about  forty 
paces   back  of  the   road,  to  the   left  of  a  battery   in   the    field,  and 
facing    to    the    road,   a  small  party    being  sent  to  the   road  in   front 
of  our  extreme  left  to  keep   watch.     In   this   position,  the  men  were 
ordered  to  he  down  to  protect  them  from  the  enemy's  cannonading, 
which  was  kept  up  with  great  vigor.     A  number  of  shells  exploded  in 
our  vicinity,  one  of  which  struck  and  killed  William  II.  Morgan,  of 
company  F,  a  young  officer  of  great   merit.     In  about  half  an  hour, 
a  volley  of  musketry  was  heard   on   our  left,  when  the  party  on  the 
road  immediately  returned,  and  reported  that  a  regiment  was  advanc 
ing  along  the  road  and  fence.     Lieutenant   Colonel   Cunningham  or 
dered  our  regiment  forward  to  the  edge  of  the  road,  which  order  was 
promptly  obeyed,  all   seeming  eager  for  the  engagement.     Soon  after 
reaching  the  road  and  engaging  the  enemy,  another  regiment  of  them 
emerged  from  a  corn-field,  and  arrayed   themselves  in  line  of  battle 
to  our  left  oblique.     This  seemed  to  heighten  the  ardor  of  our  men, 
who  fought  with  all  the  gallantry   and  energy  that  could  have  been 
desired,  and  completely  checking  the  enemy's  advance.     The  fight 
was  raging  fiercely,  and  our  men  in  high  spirits,  when  suddenly,  and 
without  any  warning  whatever,  a  murderous  fire  was  poured  upon  us 
from  the  rear,  at  least  a  brigade  of  the  enemy  having  passed  through 
the  woods  and  reached  within  twenty  or  thirty  paces  of  us.     We  had 
supposed  that  our  rear  was  protected  ;   why  it  was  not,  is  not  for  me 
to  say.     About  this  time,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham  appeared 
at  the  left  of  the  line  and  gave  some  command,  which,  amid  the  firing, 
I  could  not  understand.     1  ordered  those  near  me,  however,  to  about- 
face  ;  some  obeyed,  but  many  others  were  so  intent  upon  firing  at  the 
enemy   before   them,  and  so   little  apprehensive  pf  danger  from  the 
rear,  that  they  seemed  not  to  understand  the  command.     Colonel  Cun 
ningham  again   gave   some   command,  which,  owing   to   the  circum 
stances,  I  could  not  distinctly  hear.     He  waived  his  hand  towards  the 
fence  rather  to   the  right,  and,  aftc/r  several  times  ordering  it,  I  got 
the  men  to  start  in   that  direction.     In   making  the  movement,  they 
became  somewhat  scattered  and  confused,  some  going  fast,  while  others 
would  load,  turn  and  fire  as  they  went.     (To  add  to  the  confusion-of 
the  moment,  in  addition  to  the  many  other  brave  men  and  officers  who 
fell  at  this  point,  our  gallant  and  beloved  leader,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Cunningham  fell  mortally  wounded;  the  adjutant  was  taken  by  the 
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enemy,  though  he  afterwards  escaped ;  the  sergeant-major  was  shot 
down ;  the  flag-bearer  was  shot  dead  ;  a  corporal  of  the  color-guard, 
seizing  the  colors,  shared  the  same  fate,  and  a  private  who  next  raised 
them  fell,  wounded  in  three  places.  Under  these  unfavorable  circum 
stances,  a  portion  of  the  regiment  rallied  and  formed  at  the  crest  of 
the  hill,  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  paces  from  the  road. 
Here,  some  troops,  which  had  fallen  back,  rallied,  and  joined  us,  and 
after  a  spirited  contest  of  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  drove  the  enemy, 
who  had  advanced  into  the  road  and  field,  back  into  the  woods.  We 
then  turned  our  fire  upon  the  enemy's  line  of  battle  in  the  meadow, 
which  soon  broke  and  began  to  retire.  From  this  we  pushed  forward 
wherever  the  fight  seemed  thickest,  assisting  in  the  repulse  of  the 
cavalry  charge,  and  mingling  in  the  fire  upon  the  retreating  foe,  till 
he  haa  entirely  disappeared  from  the  field.  No  troops,  in  my  opin 
ion,  could  have  behaved  with  more  daring  and  obstinacy  than  those  of 
the  twenty-first.  There  were  instances  of  individual  heroism,  which  I 
refrain  from  mentioning,  lest  injustice  should  be  done  to  others.  Be 
fore  concluding  this  report,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  bring  to  your  no 
tice  a  fact  which  shows  the  barbarous  and  brutal  manner  in  which  this 
war  is  being  conducted  by  our  enemies.  Second  Lieutenant  Thomas 
M.  Brown,  of  company  K,  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  time  our  regi 
ment  left  the  woods.  He  was  afterwards  found  in  the  woods  mor 
tally  wounded,  and,  before  dying,  stated  to  Lieutenant  Roach,  of  tho 
twenty-first,  and  Captain  Turner  of  the  Irish  battalion,  that  he  was 
taken  unhurt,  but  when  the  enemy  were  forced  to  retreat,  they  knocked 
him  down  with  their  guns,  and  bayonetted  him  in  several  places.  He 
was  in  his  proper  mind  at  the  time  of  making  this  statement,  and  died 
the  same  night.  Accompanying  this  report  I  forward  a  list  of  casu 
alties. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  WITCHER, 
Captain,  commanding  %lst  Virginia  Regiment. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  SEDDON. 

HEADQ'RS  IST  VA.  BAT.,  SND  BRIG.,  IST  Div.,  A.  V.  D., 

August  14,  1862. 

Lieut.  Col.  T.  L.  GARNETT, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  inst.  ; 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  first  Virginia  battalion  during  the  late  engagement 
with  the  enemy  near  Cedar  creek,  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant : 

The  first  Virginia  battalion,  under  my  command,  was  marched, 
with  the  rest  of  the  second  brigade,  through  a  body  of  woods  and 
was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  with  inverted  front,  on  the  extreme 
left  of  the  brigade  in  the  wood,  with  a  small  wheat-field  in  our  front. 
The  woods  were  so  dense  that  no  other  portion  of  our  brigade  could 
be  seen  from  our  position.  We  took  up  our  position  about  a  quarter 
past  four  o'clock,  P.  M.  At  about  a  quarter  to  six  o'clock,  a  large 
brigade  of  the  enemy  emerged  from  the  woods  beyond  the  wheat  field, 
and  advanced  against  our  line,  in  fine  order,  at  a  double-quick.  A 
corn-field  on  the  right,  and  a  brush-field  on  the  left  of  the  wheat-field, 
prevented  me  from  seeing  either  wing  of  the  enemy,  which  seemed 
to  extend  indefinitely  in  both  directions.  By  order,  the  battalion 
fired  as  the  enemy  came  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  our 
position,  with  very  little  effect.  We  fired  two  more  scattering  volleys, 
all  with  little  effect.  By  this  time  the  enemy  were  close  upon  our 
front,  and  had  closed  in  upon  our  left  flank.  Seeing  this,  the  battal 
ion  gave  way  and  retreated  rapidly  and  in  great  confusion.  Being 
on  the  extreme  left  of  the  brigade,  we  were  the  first  to  see  the  flank 
movement  of  the  enemy,  and  by  the  rapid  retreat,  were  prevented 
from  being  surrounded. 

All  the  officers  of  the  battalion  strove  most  gallantly  to  hold  the 
men  to  their  position,  and  made  the  most  heroic  endeavors  to  rally 
them  after  they  had  broken.  Failing  in  this,  some  of  the  officers  and 
men  joined  in  with  the  reserves  and  took  part  in  their  successful  ad 
vance.  Second  Lieutenant  Alexander,  company  A,  was  disabled  by 
a  severe  wound  in  the  left  thigh,  about  the  time  the  battalion  gave 
way.  It  may  be  proper  to  add  that  Lieutenant  White,  acting  aid-de 
camp  to  Colonel  Garnett,  informed  me,  just  as  the  enemy  advanced 
from  the  woods,  that  the  tenth  Virginia  regiment  occupied  our  left. 

Accompanying  this  you  will  please  find  a  list  of  casualties. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SEDDON,      • 
Major  commanding  1st  Fa.  Battalion. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  JACKSON. 

CAMP  NEAR  LIBERTY  MILLS,  > 

August  13,  1862.        $ 

i 

To  Colonel  TALIAFERRO, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade,  A.  V.  : 

COLONEL  :  On  Saturday  last,  the  9th  instant,  four  o'clock,  P.  M,,  I 
arrived  with  my  regiment  (the  forty-seventh  Alabama)  within  range 
of  the  enemy's  batteries  that  had  opened  on  the  advancing  columns 
of  our  army.     We  were  allowed  to  rest  a  few  minutes,  when  we  were 
again  ordered  to  advance,  and  take  our  position  under  the  range  of 
the  enemy's  guns.     We  advanced  along  the  road  for  the  distance  of  a 
mile,  with  the  enemy's  shells  bursting  over  our  heads;  but,  as  we  were 
within  the  range  given  to  their  guns,  no  damage  was  done  to  my 
regiment.     When  the  position  desired  by  our  brigade  commander  was 
gained,  we  were  ordered  to  form  our  line  of  battle  and  lie  down.     By 
this  time  the  cannonade  was  in  quicker  succession.     The  men  under 
my  command  behaved  themselves  very  well,  though  somewhat  confused 
at  the  bursting  of  shells  over  their  heads;  but  after  remaining  a  short 
time  they  became  quiet.     We  remained  about  forty  minutes  in  this 
position,  without  sustaining  any  loss,  when  the  order  was  given  by 
General  Taliaferro  to  advance  in  line  of  battle.     I  reported  this  com* 
mand  to  the  regiment,  when  they  advanced  in  tolerable  order,  the  dis 
tance  of  fifty  yards,  when  we  approached  a  fence,  which  we  crossed 
and  found  ourselves  in  presence  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  which  had 
opened  on  us  with  some  effect.     I  formed  my  men  in  line  of  battle, 
about  three  hundred  yards  from  the  line  of  the  enemy,  and  opened 
fire  on  them.     Although  it  was  the  first  battle  any  of  my  men  had 
ever  been  in,  yet  they  behaved  themselves  very  well,  and  returned  the 
fire  in  quick  succession,  and  with  a  good  deal  of  deliberation.  Affaira 
remained  in  this  position  for  about  twenty  minutes,  when  we  found 
ourselves  attacked  from  a  very  unexpected  quarter ;  the  enemy  having 
flanked  us,  had  come  round  to  our  rear,  and  were  pouring  heavy  vol 
leys  on  us,  at  the  distance  of  forty  paces.     As  soon  as  I  discovered 
this  new  enemy,  I  gave  the  command  to  face  about.   A  few  companies 
of  the  right  wing  obeyed  the  command;  but  the  left,  not  understand 
ing  the  order  .and  being  subjected  to  a  severe  cross-fire,  gave  way 
and  retreated  across  the  field.  As  soon  as  the  left  gave  way,  the  right 
also  got  into  confusion  and  followed  the  left.     I  made  repeated  efforts 
to  rally  the  regiment,  but,  finding  it  impossible  to  do  so  under  the 
cross-fire  they  were  subjected  to,  I  followed  them  across  the  field,  and 
on  a  hill  that  screened  them  from  the  balls  of  the  enemy.   As  soon  as 
they  found  themselves  out  of  range,  they  halted  and  began  of  them 
selves  to  rally  to  their  standard.     I  encouraged  them  as  much  as  my 
exhausted  state  from  fatigue  and  feeble  health  would  permit,  and  soon 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  most  of  them  returning  to  duty.     I  or 
dered  the  colors  to  advance,  which  they  did,  and  the  regiment  fol- 
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Icw.ed,  though  without  any  line- of  battle.  I  remained  behind,  sending 
up  those  that  showed  less  inclination  to  advance.  I  soon  found  it 
would  be  impossible  to  get  them  in  regular  line,  and,  therefore,  stayed 
»  few  paces  in  the  rear,  encouraging  those  that  stayed  behind,  and 
preventing  them  from  firing  among  those  in  advance.  We  continued 
to  advance  in  this  open  way,  to  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy,  drawn  up  in  another  field,  on  the  opposite  gide  of  the  field. 
The  advance  of  our  line  at  this  point  made^a  halt,  and  very  delibe 
rately  returned  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  I*  encouraged  those  in  the 
rear  to  advance  as  far  as  their  friends  had  done,  and  soon  had  the  satis 
faction  of  seeing  them  slowly  make  their  way  to  the  front.  The  front 
line  seeing  the  rear  advance,  also  advanced,  and  the  enemy  in  a  few 
minutes  began  to  give  ground;  At  this  point  we  were  charged  by  a 
body  of  cavalry,  but,  meeting  with  a  rolling  fire  from  our  line,  they 
retreated  with  considerable  loss.  Our  men  now  advanced  in  quick 
time,  and  the  enemy's  retreat  soon  became  a  complete  rout.  We  con 
tinued  to  pursue  them  from  one  field  to  another,  until  about  seven 
o'clock,  when  our  men  becoming  exhausted,  made  a  halt,  and  took  no 
farther  part  in  the  action. 

The  number  of  killed  in  my  regiment  was  eleven  men  and  one 
captain,  Captain  Munsen,  who  fell  at  the  time  we  were  flanked  by  the 
eiaemy.  The  captain  conducted  himself  with  great  gallantry,  and  the 
regiment  has  sustained  a  great  loss  in  his  death.  We  had  also  ninety 
men  wounded,  including  those  that  were  wounded  slightly.  I  think 
ike  wounded,  with  a  few  exceptions,  will  recover. 

The  above  is  an  outline  of  the  part  played  by  the  forty-seventh 
Alabama  regiment,  in  the  late  action  between  Generals  Jackson's  and 
Pope's  forces,  near  Culpeper  Court-House. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  JACKSON, 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  commanding  47/A  Alabama  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  DOBYNS  OF  FORTY- SECOND  VIR 
GINIA  REGIMENT. 

HEADQUARTERS  FORTY-SECOND  REGIMENT  VIRGINIA  VOLS.,  ) 
Camp  near  Liberty  Mills,  August  13,  1862.      5 

COLONEL  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  forty-second  regiment  Vir 
ginia  volunteers  in  the  recent  engagements  at  Cedar  Run,  Culpepper 
county,  Virginia,  on  the  9th  August,  1862  : 

About  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  regiment,  commanded  by  Major 
Henry  Layne,  in  conjunction  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  was  ordered 
to  the  front,  and  accordingly  marched  along  the  Culpeper  road  until 
it  reached  a  body  of  woods  about  half  a  mile  from  the  battle-field.  It 
was  then  halted  and  ordered  to  load.  It  was  then  filed  oil  to  the  left 
of  the  road  and  marched  through  the  woods  nearly  parallel  with  the- 
road,  and  during  the  march  the  woods  were  very  heavily  shelled  by 
the  enemy  ;  but  no  casualties  occurred  in  the  regiment.  The  regiment 
was  halted  in  the  woods  to  the  left  of  the  road  near  a  field,  where  one 
or  two  pieces  of  our  artillery  was  planted,  and  in  action.  It  remained 
in  this  position  near  half  an  hour,  and  was  then  ordered  to  move  foV- 
ward,  and  accordingly  marched  some  four  hundred  yards  until  it  reached 
a  narrow  road  leading  to  a  wheat-field  ;  filing  down  the  road  to  the 
left,  near  one  hundred  yards,  it  then  filed  to  the  right  through  the 
woods  parallel  with  the  fence  until  it  reached  its  depth,  it  was  then 
halted  and  fronted  in  line  of  battle.  The  forty-eighth  Virginia  regi 
ment  was  on  the  right,  and  the  first  Virginia  battalion  on  the  left. 
Our  skirmishers,  who  had  previously  been  thrown  out,  soon  discovered 
th<Se  of  the  enemy  near  at  had,  and  in  a  few  moments  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy  advanced  from  the  woods  opposite  the  wheat-field  to  our 
front,  and  having  gotten  mid-way  the  wheat-field  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  fire,  which  was  done  with  a  great  deal  of  coolness  and 
rapidity,  and  kept  up  constantly  for  some  half  an  hour  or  more  ;  the 
regiment  remaining  in  good  order  all  the  time.  Early  in  the  engage 
ment  Major  Layne  was  mortally  wounded,  and  a  great  many  of  the 
company  officers  and  men  were  killed  and  wounded. 

The  enemy  having  flanked  us  right  and  left,  were  seen  suddenly 
advancing  upon  our  rear  inconsiderable  disorder,  about  this  juncture 
we  received  orders  to  falLj^w,  and  soon  came  in  contact  with  the  en 
emy  at  the  point  of  the  bl^net.  A  good  many  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  regiment  were  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  again  re 
captured,  and  many  of  them  severely  wounded  while  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  Several  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment,  whom  we  had 
recaptured  from  the  enemy  informed  me  that  they  were  most  brutally 
maltreated  by  the  enemy,  and  saw  many  of  our  men  brutally 
murdered  after  being  captured.  During  this  portion  of  the  engage 
ment  the  regiment  was  thrown  in  great  confusion,  and  became  much 
scattered  ;  but  a  larger  portion  of  those  remaining  were  afterwards 
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rallied  and  moved  forward  with  General  Branch's  brigade,  and  charged 
through  the  wheat-field  to  the  woods  and  halted.  The  loss  was  very 
light  during  the  charge.  The  regiment  was  then  marched  through 
the  wheat-field  and  across  the  road  to  the  right  into  a  corn-field,  and 
remained  during  the  night.  After  this  nothing  worthy  of  note  occurred. 
The  loss  in  the  regiment,  hoth  in  killed  and  wounded,  was  very  heavy; 
but  not  more  than  six  or  eight  were  missing.  The  regiment  captured 
a  large  number  of  the  enemy,  both  officers  and  men,  and  sent  them  to 
the  rear. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  DOBYNS, 
Captain,  commanding  Forty-Second  Regiment  Virginia  Vds: 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  W.  E.  JONES. 

HEADQ'RS  7xn  REGIMENT  VIRGINIA  CAVALRY,  ) 
Orange  C.  H.,  August  14,  1862.      J 

General  B.  H.  ROBERTSON, 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  9th  instant,  my  reg 
iment  was  ordered  on  a  reconnoissanee  near  Madison  Court-House. 
The  march  of  twenty-five  miles  was  made  by  sundown,  and  without 
incident  or  discovery  worthy  of  record.  On  returning  to  camp,  we 
first  learned  that  the  battle  of  Cedar  Run  had  been  progressing  the 
greater  part  of  the  day,  and  moved  on,  without  a  moment's  delay,  to 
the  scene  of  action.  Not  being  able  to  see  you  or  General  Jackson, 
by  the  advice  of  General  Hill,  I  passed  between  the  brigades  of  Gen 
erals 'Field  and  Early  about  dark,  for  the^purpose  of  pressing  the  en 
emy  in  retreat.  After  turning  the  woods  on  our  right,  I  came  on  the 
enemy,  drawn  up  in  such  order  and  force  as  rendered  a  charge  ex 
ceedingly  dangerous.  Holding  our  post  for  observation,  couriers 
were  sent  to  inform  a  battery,  sending  out  shells  of  inquiry,  of  the 
position  of  the  enemy.  Before  our  artillery  could  be  brought  to 
bear,  a  body  of  cavalry  threatened  us ;  but  a  gallant  charge  on  our 
part  soon  caused  them  to  take  shelter  under  their  infantry.  We 
killed  one  of  their  horses.  Now  our  artillery  commenced  shelling 
the  position  of  the  enemy,  causing  him  to  retire,  and  we  followed  as 
soon  as  we  could,  safely,  from  our  own  shells.  A  negro  servant  of 
an  officer  was  captured  near  this  point,  from  whom  we  gained  the 
first  information  of  the  arrival  of  General  Sigel's  force  on  the  field. 
This  intelligence  was  at  once  sent  to  the  rear.  The  fierce  cannonade, 
probably  from  the  guns  of  this  command,  newly  arrived,  swept  the 
ground  immediately  in  our  rear,  and  compelled  us  to  seek  the  shelter 
of  a  friendly  hill,  until  they  had  sufficiently  amused  themselves.  The 
result  of  our  advance  was  eleven  privates,  three  Lieutenants,  and  one 
negro  captured  from  the  enemy.  My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Richards,  independent  scout,  and  to  Lieutenant  McCarty,  acting  ad 
jutant  of  the  regimemt,  for  their  activity,  zeal,  and  courage  displayed 
on  this  occasion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  JONES, 
9  Colond  seventh  Virginia  Cavalry. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  WOOD,      i 

CAMP  NEAR  GCRDONSVILLE,  VA.,  August  13,  18C2. 

To  Colonel  A.  G.  TAMAFERRO, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade  : 

In  making  my  report  of  the  part  acted  by  ftie  thirty-seventh  regi 
ment  in  the  action  on  Cedar  creek,  on  the  9th  instant,  it  is  necessary 
for  me  to  state  that  it  was  late  in  the  engagement  when  the  command 
devolved  on  me,  consequently  I  was  not  informed  as  to  the  position 
we  were  to  take  until  after  we  had  gone  on  the  field.  Being  marched 
into  the  woods  in  rear  of  our  batteries,  we  were  ordered  to  lie  down 
there  to  support  them.  Ly^ng  there  for  some  time,  very  much  ex 
posed  to  the  enemy's  shells,  which  were  continually  bursting  over 
and  around  us,  we  were  then  ordered  to  the  field.  Coming  into  the  field, 
taking  position  on  the  left  of  the  twenty-third  regiment, (which  regiment 
was  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  brigade,)  we  were  marched  forward,  cross 
ing  a  small  hollow,  to  the  brow  of  a  low  eminence,  from  which  posi 
tion  the  enemy,  in  three  columns,  in  battle  order,  opened  fire  on  us, 
which  was  gallantly  returned  by  my  men,  which  continued,  the  ac 
tion  soon  becoming  general.  In  this  position,  the  action  continued 
for  some  time.  The  first  line  of  the  enemy  giving  way,  the  second 
were  thrown  into  the  utmost  confusion,  when  the  left  of  this  regiment 
(being  left  unprotected  and  unsupported  by  the  forty-seventh  and 
forty-eighth  Alabama  regiments  having  piven  way,  and  being  thus 
exposed  to  a  fire  in  front  and  rear,  and  on  the  left  flank)  was  com 
pelled  to  give  way,  which  was  taken  up  by  each  company  from  the 
left,  not,  however,  until  after  we  received  orders  to  fall  back,  which 
was  done  in  tolerably  good  order  by  most  of  the  companies,  some, 
however,  becoming  a  little  confused.  I  soon  succeeded  in  rallying  the 
men,  not  until  a  great  many  of  them  were  killed  by  being  exposed  to 
fire  from  the  front  and  left  flank.  As  soon  as  they  were  rallied,  they 
advanced  gallantly  to  the  contest,  driving  the  enemy  from  before 
them  in  every  direction.  It  is  proper  to  state  here,  that  this  regi 
ment  would  have  been  able  to  maintain  its  position  had  the  forty-sev 
enth  and  forty-eighth  Alabama  regiments  been  able  to  have  main 
tained  theirs.  I  musf  express  my  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  of 
this  regiment  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which  they  conducted  them 
selves  during  the  whole  engagement;  and,^rhere  all  conducted  them 
selves  so  gallantly,  it  is  impossible  to  mention  particular  individuals, 
although  there  were  those  whose  gallant  conduct  render  them  worthy 
uf  the  proudest  position. 

H.  C.  WOOD, 
Major  commanding  Slth  Virginia  Regiment. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  WALTON. 

CAMP  TWENTY-THIRD  VIRGINIA  REGIMENT,  ) 
August  13,  1862.  S 

Colonel  A.  G.  TALIAFERRO, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade  : 

The  twenty-third  Virginia  regiment  left  its  camp  at  this  place,  with 
the  rest  of  the  army,  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  August.  It  marched 
about  eight  miles  that  night  and  bivouacked  near  Orange  Court- 
House.  The  march  was  resumed  early  next  morning,  but  not  con 
tinued  for  more  than  a  few  miles,  when  it  again  halted  for  the  pur 
pose  of  cooking  two  days'  rations,  rest,  &c.  Daring  the  night,  a  poi- 
tion  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  fired  upon  our  pickets  and  attempted  to 
cut  off  our  train  of  wagons.  Our  regiment  was  ordered  to  support 
the  pickets,  which  it  did,  lying  on  its  arms  nearly  all  night.  Some 
time  after  midnight  our  main  guard  was  driven  in,  and  the  regiment 
double-quicked  half  a  mile  to  meet  the  enemy.  There  was  a  sharp 
skirmish  for  a  few  minutes,  and  the  enemy  were  routed.  We  took 
one  prisoner  and  captured  two  horses. 

During  this  skirmish,  Lieutenant  Trice,  of  company  G,  was  badly 
wounded  in  the  neck.  Lieutenant  Winston,  of  company  A,  was  also 
wounded.  f 

The  army,  or  at  least  one  portion  of  it,  had  a  long  and  distressing 
march  on  the  9th,  to  the  field  where,  on  that  evening,  was  fought  the 
battle  of  Cedar  creek — distressing  on  account  of  the  excessive  heat, 
and  scarcity  of  good  water.  The  brigade  reached  the  battle-fieli 
about  four  o'clock.  This  regiment,  which  had  been  on  the  left  during 
the  day,  was  detached  and  sent  to  the  right,  where  it  was  ordered  to 
lie  down  in  the  woods  just  in  rear  of  Pegram's  battery,  for  the  pur 
pose  of  supporting  it.  Here  it  remained  nearly  an  hour  exposed  to 
the  shells  of  the  enemy,  which  were  tearing  the  forest  to  atoms.  The 
enemy's  artillery  then  ceased  to  fire,  and  the  regiment  was  ordered  to 
advance,  which  it  did,  through  the  open  field,  in  line  of  battle,  with 
the  thirty-seventh  Virginia  on  its  left.  When  in  four  hundred  yards 
of  the  enemy's  line,  fire  was  opened  on  them  and  continued  for  some  time, 
when  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back  a  short  distance  (the  thirty-seventh 
having  already  done  so)  in  order  to  be  out  of  reach  of  a  cross  fire 
upon  our  left  flank,  which  was  very  close  and  very  destructive.  It 
fell  back  in  some  confusion.  It  was  during  this  retreat,  and  while 
attempting  to  stop  it,  that  the  lamented  Lieutenant  Colonel  Curtis 
received  his  mortal  wound. 

The  regiment  again  formed,  advanced,  and  continued  to  advance, 
successfully  repulsing  a  charge  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  taking  pris 
oners  of  rank,  until  they  were  ordered,  by  General  Jackson,  to  stop 
the  pursuit. 

The  regiment  behaved  well,  and  there  were  individual  instances  of 
great  gallantry  ;  feut  it  might  be  invidious  to  mention  them. 
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Enclosed  please  find  list  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the  regiment  in 
the  battle  of  Cedar  creek. 

Color-sergeant,  John  P^Waddy,  company  G;  Sergeant  William 
A.  Walton  and  Corporal  John  M.  Booker,  of  company  I,  behaved 
vith  great  gallantry,  and  deserve  well  of  their  country.  Several 
others  did  their  duty  as  good  soldiers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  T.  WALTON, 
Lieutenant  Colcnel^  commanding  Regiment. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  WILLIAMS. 

HEADQUARTERTERS  FIFTH  VIRGINIA  INFANTRY,  ) 
August  14,  1862.  > 

Captain  FULTON,  A.  A.  A.  G.  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  at  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the  9th 
instant,  we  left  camp,  near  the  Rapidan  river,  marched  a  distance  of 
seven  miles,  and  engaged  the  enemy  about  four  o'clock  in  the  after 
noon.  The  line  of  battle  was  formed  in  a  wood,  with  the  thirty-third 
regiment  resting  on  our  right  and  the  second  on  our  left,  the  fifth 
being  the  centre  regiment  of  the  brigade.  We  then  advanced  in  line 
of  battle,  through  the  woods,  a  distance  of  about  four  hundred  yards, 
to  the  edge  of  a  field,  where  we  were  ordered  to  halt  and  throw  down 
a  line  of  fencing  immediately  in  our  front.  After  removing  the  fence, 
we  were  ordered  to  prepare  to  charge,  which  was  done,  and  we  moved 
forward  in  line  of  battle  to  the  top  of  a  little  hill  or  rise  in  the  field, 
when  the  order  was  given  by  our  gallant  commander,  Colonel  Ronald, 
to  the  brigade,  to  charge,  which  was  obeyed  and  the  charge  executed 
in  most  elegant  style,  driving  the  enemy  entirely  from  the  field  into 
the  woods,  a  distance  of  some  three  or  four  hundred  yards.  I  then 
received  an  order  to  close  my  regiment  at  right  angles  with  and  on 
the  left  of  the  thirty-third,  thus  having  passed  the  thirty-ithird  and 
twenty-seventh  some  two  hundred  yards.  I  succeeded  in  forming  my 
right  wing  perpendicular  with  the  former  line  of  battle  and  advanced 
it  about  one  hundred  yards,  thus  giving  me  a  good  position  to  fire 
upon  the  enemy,  who  were  crossing  a  large  wheat-field,  upon  the 
right  of  our  former  position.  The  regiment  poured  a  constant  and 
destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy,  thus  causing  a  large  number  of  them 
to  surrender.  The  regiment  also  captured  three  stand  of  the  enemy's 
colors.  The  left  wing  still  held  their  former  position  at  the  edge  of 
the  woods,  thus  protecting  the  left  of  my  right  wing  from  a  severe 
lire  from  the  enemy  in  the  woods.  The  conduct  of  all,  officers  and 
men,  was  such  as  would  attract  the  admiration  and  win  the  praise  of 
the  greatest  of  champion  warriors,  and  particularly  the  conduct  of 
Color- Sergeant  John  M.  Gabbert,  who  was  in  advance,  with  a  sword 
in  one  hand  and  the  colors  in  the  other,  waving  both  the  sword  and 
colors,  and  calling  upon  the  men  to  come  on,  when  he  received  a 
-wound  in  the  shoulder  and  leg,  which  disabled  him  so  much  that  he 
was  compelled  to  abandon  the  field.  At  a  late  hour  we  were  rein 
forced  by  two  other  brigades.  We  then  advanced — the  left  wing 
being  rallied  by  Adjutant  C.  S.  Arnall,  whose  conduct  was  highly 
commendable  in  rallying  the  men  to  the  colors  and  pressing  forward, 
ivith  the  second  and  fourth  regiments,  in  hot  pursuit  of  the 
enemy  till  after  dark,  when,  reaching  the  top  of  a  hill  in  a  corn-field, 
he  was  ordered  to  halt,  and  remained  until  morning.  I  joined  in 
with  Colonel  Lee,  of  the  thirty-third,  and  advanced,  overtaking  the 
second  and  fourth,  who  had  halted  in  a  corn-field,  on  the  right  of  the 
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main  road  leading  to  Culpeper  Court-House,  where  the  brigade  re 
mained  over-night  and  until  about  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
10th.  The  enemy  not  having  made  any  demonstration  up  to  that 
time,  we  were  ordered  back  a  distance  of  about  three  miles  and 
camped  until  the  morning  of  the  1 2th,  when  we  were  ordered  to  take 
up  the  line  of  march  to  our  old  camp,  near  Liberty  Mills,  at  which 
place  we  arrived  about  six  o'clock,  P.  M.  1  forward  with  this  a  list 
of  casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  J.  WILLIAMS, 
Major  commanding  Fifth   Virginia  Infantry. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  HUGHES. 

HEADQUARTERS  FORTY-EIGHTH  REGIMENT  ALABAMA  VOLUNTEERS,  ) 

August  13,   1862.  5 

Colonel  A.  G.  TALI AFERRO, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade,  Army  of  the   Valley  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  following  report  of  the 
movements  of  the  forty -eighth  regiment  Alabama  volunteers  during 
the  engagement  on  the  9th  instant,  at  Cedar  creek.  This  regiment, 
being  ordered  to  support  General  Swell's  division,  was  placed  in  po 
sition  in  the  woods  and  in  rear  of  that  division.  After  remaining  in 
this  position  for  some  time,  we  were  ordered  to  cross  the  big  road, 
into  an  open  field,  and  form  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  twenty- 
third  Virginia  regiment.  A  hill  lying  between  us  and  the  enemy, 
we  were  ordered  to  advance  to  its  brow,  when,  coming  in  full  view 
of  the  enemy,  we  opened  fire  upon  them  and  continued  without  c*es- 
sation  for  some  length  of  time.  Finding  the  enemy  had  flanked  op 
position,  we  were  obliged  to  change,  which  was  readily  done.  After 
falling  back  for  a  short  distance,  we  again  advanced  upon  the  enemy, 
driving  them  before  us  at  every  point,  and  continuing  to  drive  them 
until  dark,  when  we  slept  upon  the  battle-field.  The  officers  and  men 
of  my  command  behaved  gallantly,  it  being  the  first  time  they  had 
been  under  fire.  There  are  a  few  instances  of  valor  which  I  might 
notice  ;  but,  where  all  did  so  nobly  and  so  well,  I  can  but  return  my 
sjncere  thanks  to  both  officers  and  men.  Enclosed  please  find  a 
report  of  the  casualties  in  my  command,  and  I  remain,  sir, 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.   A.  HUGHES, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding  Forty -eighth  Alabama  Regiment. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  STOVER. 

CAMP  FRESCATTI,  August  13,  1862. 

Captain  COLEMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

In  accordance  with  orders  from  headquarters  of  third  brigade,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  services  rendered 
by  the  tenth  regiment  Virginia  volunteers,  in  the  third  brigade,  (army 
of  the  Valley,)  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Run,  on  the  9th  of  August, 
1862: 

About  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Thursday,  the  7th  instant,  this  regiment, 
•with  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  and  in  rear  of  the  brigade,  marched 
in  the  direction  of  Orange  Court-House.  After  marching  about  seven 
miles,  the  regiment,  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  bivouacked  near 
Orange  Court-House.  On  Friday  morning,  at  early  dawn,  we  took 
up*  the  line  of  march  in  the  direction  of  Culpeper  Court-House, 
ir arch  ing  in  front  of  the  twenty-third  Virginia  regiment,  which  was 
then  in  the  rear.  After  marching  about  five  miles  and  about  one  mile 
north  of  the  Rapidan  river,  we  were  ordered  to  halt  and  cook  two 
days'  rations,  which  consumed  the  balance  of  the  day.  The  regiment 
bivouacked  at  the  same  place  for  the  night  About  two  o'clock  in  the 
night  we  w.ere  aroused,  our  pickets  being  attacked  by  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  and  marched  promptly  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade  to 
resist  the  attack ;  but  the  enemy  retired  before  we  arrived  on  the  field. 
We  remain'ed  on  the  field  until  early  dawn,  when  we  were  marched 
back  to  camp.  At  eight  o'clock,  on  Saturday  morning,  the  9th  inst., 
we  took  up  the  line  of  march,  the  thirty- seventh  Virginia  regiment 
and  forty-eighth  Alabama  regiment  in  front,  and  the  twenty- third  Vir- 

finia  and  forty-seventh  Alabama  regiments  in  the  rear.  The  regiment 
ept  well  closed  up,  and,  after  marching  about  seven  miles  under  an 
excessive  hot  sun,  we  arrived,  about  four  o'clock,  in  sight  of  the  enemy 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.  The  brigade  was  then  drawn  up  in  line 
of  battle  under  a  galling  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy's  guns, 
by  which  we  suffered  considerably.  This  regiment  being  detached,  (by 
order  of  Brigadier  General  Taliaferro,  through  Major  Taliaferro,)  to 
prolong  the  line  of  battle  on  the  loft,  was  promptly  thrown  on  the 
extreme  left,  on  the  left  of  the  main  road  leading  to  Culpeper  Court- 
House,  with  the  forty-seventh  Alabama  regiment,  the  thirty-seventh 
and  twenty-third  Virginia  and  forty-eighth  Alabama  regiments  being 
on  the  right  of  the  road  near  a  wheat  field,  where  we  immediately  engaged 
the  enemy  under  a  heavy  fire  of  infantry.  After  being  engaged  some 
time,  the  regiment  upon  my  right  gave  back,  and  I,  seeing  that  we  were 
about  to  be  flanked  by  the  enemy  on  our  right,  w^s  compelled  to  retire  a 
short  distance.  We  again  rallied,  attacking  the  enemy  the  second 
time,  holding  our  position  until  the  first  brigade  coming  up  on  our 
left,  a  charge  was  made  through  the  wheat  field,  driving  the  enemy 
from  the  field,  in  which  charge  a  number  of  prisoners  were  taken. 
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The  brigade  was  again  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  the  wheat  field,  and 
marched  in  an  easterly  direction  some  distance^  through  a  corn  field, 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  Night  coming  on,  we  were  ordered  to  halt 
and  await  further  orders.  Subsequently  we  were  ordered  to  retire  to 
a  ravine  in  the  corn  field,  where  we  remained  during  the  night,  the 
engagement  being  at  an  end. 

For  a  list  of  casualties,  I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  report  of 
the  surgeon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

JOSHUA  STOVER, 
Major  commanding  Tenth,  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 


EFFORT  OF  MAJOR  COURTNAY. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  > 
August  15,  1862.      I 
Major  General  EWELL, 

SIR  :  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  artillery  in  this  division  in  the  fight  of  the  9th 
instant,  at  Mrs  Crittenden's  farm,  near  Slaughter's  Mountain,  Cul- 
peper  county,  Virginia.  The  battle  was  opened  by  the  artillery  of 
this  division,  which  had  been  posted,  as  presently  described,  with  or 
ders  not  to  fire  .till  the  infantry,  sent  round  to  the  left  to  fire  upon  the 
enemy's  cavalry  skirmishers,  had  opened.  Captain  Dement's  first 
Maryland  battery,  Captain  Brown's  Chesapeake  artillery,  (also  from 
Maryland,)  Captain  D'Aquin's  Louisiana  battery,  and  the  rifle  gun 
of  Captain  Latimer's  battery,  were  posted  in  a  line  from  the  mam 
road,  on  the  left,  to  the  mountain  on  the  right,  and  as  far  forward  a3 
Majors'  house.  Captain  Latimer,  with  three  guns,  and  Lieutenant 
Terry,  with  Captain  Jonhson's  (Bedford)  battery,  were  stationed,  - 
by  the  Major  General  in  person,  on  Slaughter's  Mountain,  near  the 
mountain  house.  From  these  positions,  the  several  batteries  named 
opened  upon  a  large  body  of  cavalry  in  front  as  SOOQ  as  the  infantry 
opened  upon  their  advanced  guard  from  the  woods  on  the  left.  The 
cavalry  having  at  once  fled,  and  the  enemy  opening  with  several  bat 
teries  in  our  front  and  beyond  effective  range  of  our  guns,  I  ordered 
the  batteries  in  the  plain  to  cease  firing,  and  conducted  them  forward 
to  the  positions  afterwards  taken  and  held  by  them  till  dark.  Captain 
Latimer  and  Lieutenant  Terry  continuing  their  fire  from  the  moun 
tain,  I  ordered  Captain  Latimer's  rifle  piece  to  join  the  battery  on 
the  mountain,  and  having  three  of  Captain  Brown's  guns,  (two  old 
6-pounders  and  a  howitzer,)  I  carried  the  rest  directly  forward,  and 
posted  Captain  Dement,  with  two  of  his  Napoleon  guns,  and  Captain 
Brown,  with  his  three-inch  rifle,  on  a  little  rise  on  the  right  of  Gen 
eral  Early's  brigade,  on  which  there  is  a  little  clump  of  cedarsvand 
pines,  about  six  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy's  extreme  right  battery. 
The  other  section  of  Captain  Dement's  battery,  (two  Napoleons,)  and 
Captain  D'Aquin's  battery,  now  having  only  three  guns,  (having 
broken  the  axle  of  one  in  crossing  the  rough  fields  to  get  his  posi 
tion,)  I  posted  along  a  ridge  behind  Mrs.  Crittenden's  house,  i.  e., 
between  it  and  the  energy's  battery  and  about  eight  hundred  yards 
from  the  battery  on  their  extreme  left.  From  these  positions,  the  bat 
teries  opened  upon  the  batteries  immediately  in  their  front,  as  eoon 
as  they  took  their  position,  and  continued  till  dark,  their  ammuni 
tion,  fortunately,  lasting  just  till-then.  Captain  Latimer  and  Lieu- 
tenant  Terry  kept  their  position  on  the  mountain  during  the  fight, 
and  kept  up  a  constant  fire.  Though  the  effect  of  our  artillery  fire 
upon  their  batteries  was  evidently  terrible,  the  enemy  obstinately 
held  their  position,  except  to  move  their  pieces  a  little  to  the  right  or 
left  occasionally,  to  escape  the  deadly  shower,  and  moving  the  bat- 
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tery  on  tlieir  right,  back  to  a  knoll  three  hundred  yards  in  rear,  soon 
after  they  were  opened  on  by  the  three  guns  of  Captains  Dement  and 
and  Brown  behind  the  clump  of  cedars.  About  sundown,  the  am 
munition  being  exhausted,  the  guns  which  had  been  in  action  on  the 
plain,  and  under  my  immediate  command,  were  ordered  to  the  rear, 
and  Captain  Brown's  three  guns,  and  Captain  Revera,  with  two  par 
rot  guns,  which  had  been  kept  out  during  the  day  on  account  of  the 
want  of  experience  of  the  company,  were  sent  forward  to  their  place; 
but  these  did  not  fire.  Captain  Latimer  and  Lieutenant  Terry,  about 
.the  same  time  (the  enemy  being  drawn  back,  both  infantry  and  artil 
lery)  were  ordered  forward  by  the  Major  General.  , 
As  to  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men  of  those  batteries  on  the 
plain,  to  which  I  confined  my  attention,  I  can  but* speak  in  the  high 
est  terms.  The  officers  and  men  of  Captain  Dement's  first  Maryland 
battery,  the  only  one  which  had  been  in  action  before,  showed  more 
coolness  and  deliberation  ;  but  all,  without  a  single  exception,  so 
far  as  my  own  knowledge  goes  or  has  been  reported  by  company  offi 
cers,  were  fired  with  the  ardor  of  men  determined  to  be  free.  Of 
Captain  Latimer  and  Lieutenant  Terry  and  their  respective  com 
mands,  I  am  not  able  to  speak,  but  I  am  informed  they  were  under 
the  eye  of  the  Major  General  himself  for  most  of  the  time,  and  it  is 
not  necessary.  The  Manchester  artillery  being  very  thinly  manned, 
was  left  in  the  rear.  The  whole  number  of  guns  of  this  division  en 
gaged,  was  sixteen  :  of  those,  six  Napoleons,  three  6-pounders,  three 
12-pounder  howitzers,  and  four  3-inch  Burton  rifles. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  COURTNAY, 
Chief  Artillery  3rd  Division, 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  GARDNER, 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  REGIMENT  VIRGINIA  VOLUNTEERS,  ) 
Camp  Garnett,  near  Gordonsville,  Aug.  14,  1862.      \ 

Captain  JOHN  H.  FULTON, 

Adting  Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

SIR  :  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  regi 
ment  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  creek,  on  the  9th  instant  : 

The  regiment,  being  under  my  command  by  reason  of  Colonel 
Ronald  having  been  assigned  command  of  the  brigade,  was  formed  in 
line  of  battle  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  brigade,  under  a  heavy  fire 
of  the  enemy's  artillery,  in  the  woods  to  the  left  of  the  old  stage  road 
leading  from  Orange  to  Culpeper  Court-House,  at  about  three  hundred 
yards  distant  from  an  open  field,  where  the  enemy  was  first  discovered. 
This  regiment  advanced,  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  on  the  line 
of  the  fence  of  the  field  and  halted,  rectified  the  line,  and  rested  a 
few  minute  s,  when  the  enemy  made  their  appearance  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  field,  directly  in  front  of  all  the  other  regiments,  except 
this,  which  rested  on  the  left  and  in  the  woods.  The  order  being 
given,  "  Forward,"  moved  in  line  of  battle,  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade, 
to  a  point  beyond  the  field,  where  the  enemy  had  been  driven  from. 
I  was  then  ordered  to  fall  back,  and  take  position  in  the  field  which 
was  done  promptly  and  in  good  order,  changing  front  at  right-angles 
with  the  former  front ;  then  marched  upon  the  flank  of  the  enemy, 
driving  them  from  their  position.  In  doing  so,  this  regiment  had  to 
pass  through  a  thick  undergrowth  and  over  a  fence,  and  became  some 
what  scattered.  I  was  then  ordered  to  fall  back  and  reform  the  regi 
ment,  which  was  executed.  The  brigade  remained  in 'that  position  until  a 
part  of  Major  General  Hill's  forces  took  position  on  the  left  of  this  regi 
ment.  The  whole  line  advanced,  driving  the  enemy  before  them  in 
great  confusion,  beyond  a  point  where  their  artillery  had  been  in 
position,  when  the  line  was  halted  and  skirmishers  thrown  out  in  ad 
vance  some  two  or  three  hundred  yards  ;  remained  there  a  short  time 
and  fell  back  some  two  hundred  yards,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the 
night. 

While  the  skirmishers  were  out,  they  brought  in  a  number  of  pris 
oners,  and  captured  some  horses,  mules,  &c. 

I  take  pleasure  in  commending  the  good  order  and  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  this  regiment,  which  was  all  that  I  could  wish. 

I  am  under  obligations  to  Captain  Gibson,  of  company  D,  for  his 
services,  acting  as  Major  on  the  day  of  the  enegagement,  and  rendered 
me  good  service. 

Lieutenant  Kent  Ewing,  acting  as  adjutant  of  this  regiment,  ren 
dered  efficient  aid  by  his  brave  conduct  and  promptness  in  carrying 
out  my  orders. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  casualties  : 

Company  A Privates  S.  8.  Rider  and  E.  8.  Crockett,  killed. 
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Company  C. — Sergeant  James  P.  Kelly,  wounded — finger  shot  off; 
private  Wm.  Boyd,  wounded — end  of  thumb  shot. 

Company  D. — Privates  J.  Farrow,  wounded  in  side ;  D.  S.  Allison, 
wounded  in  thigh. 

Company  E. — Private  William  Richardson,  killed. 
Company  F. — Private  George  A.  Bourne,  wounded. 
Company  G. — Private  Lewis  Weaver,  wounded  in  ankle. 
Lieutenant  James  P.  Charlton,  of  company  G,  missing,  supposed 
to  have  been  wounded  and  taken  prisoner. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  D.  GARDNER, 

Lieut,  Colonel,  commanding  Fourth  Regiment  Virginia  Vols, 
5 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  BOTTS. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  VIRGINIA  REGIMENT, 
August  13,  1862. 

CAPTAIN:  In  obedience  to  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that, 
on  Saturday,  the  9th,  about  the  hour  of  five*  P.  M.,  the  first  brigade, 
of  which  this  (the  second  regiment  of  Virginia  infantry)  is  a  part, 
was  marched  through  the  woods,  near  Cedar  Run,  in  Culpeper,  in 
column  of  regiments,  within  range  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  a  shell 
occasionally  ialling  near  the  brigade.  Shortly  after,  the  column  was 
deployed  in  line  of  battle  just  at  the  skirt  of  the  wood  facing  a  large 
field  and  another  piece  of  wood — the  division  fence  being  near  the 
centre  of  the  second  regiment.  By  order  of  Colonel  Ronald,  com 
manding,  thp  brigade  was  movsd  to  the  front.  Almost  immediately 
afterwards,  a  regiment  of  the  enemy  appeared  on  the  other  side  of 
the  field.  This  regiment,  though  supported  by  others  in  the  woocl, 
fled  after  a  short  resistance,  and  the  second  regiment,  with  the  fourth 
and  fiftH,  drove  the  enemy  through  the  wood  they  occupied.  Finding 
no  enemy  in  the  front,  and  that  the  right  wing  of  the  brigade  was 
pressed,  the  second  regiment  was  ordered  to  its  support,  Captain 
Moore,  of  company  I,  being  left  with  a  strong  company  to  scout  the 
wood  and  prevent  surprise.  .Joining  the  right  wing,  the  *nemy  was 
driven  again  from  position,  and  followed  till  night  rendered  pursuit 
dangerous. 

I  cannot  too  highly  commend  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men 
of  my  command,  and  though  exposed  for  some  hours  to  the  enemy's 
fire,  provinentially  no  one  was  killed,  and  but  seven  wounded.  See 
list  below. 

Respectfully, 

LAWSON  BOTTS, 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  commanding. 


List  of  Wounded. 

D.  Shepherd,  company  I;  R.  Nichol,  company  F;  J.  A.  Risccher, 
M.  O'Conner,  company  E ;  J.  Myers,  company  A ;  G.  Ashby,  com 
pany  K ;  P.  Grulls,  company  C.  All  flesh  wounds. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  HORTON  OF  FORTY-EIGHTH  VIR 
GINIA  REGIMENT. 

CAMP  NEAR  LIBERTY  MILLS,  VIRGINIA,  > 
August  13,   1862.          > 

THOS.  R.  DUNN, 

Second  Lieutenant  and  A.  A.  A.  General : 

LIEUTENANT:  I  herewith  transmit  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
fortj- eighth  regiment  of  the  second  brigade,  commanded  by  Captain 
Wm.  V.  C.  Hannum,  in  the  battle  of  the  9th  instant : 

My  regiment,  being  tho  advance  of  the  second  brigade,  left  camp 
near  Rapidan  river,  about  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  followed  the  first 
brigade  until  about  two  o'clock,  P.  M  ,  when  it  was  ordered,  with  the 
rest  of  the  brigade,  to  the  front,  when  we  were  halted  to  allow  the  Hamp- 
dcn  artillery,  Captain  Caskie's  battery,  to  pass  to  the  front,  during 
which  time  a  shell  from  the  enemy's  gun,  bursting  in  our  ranks,  killed 
five  and  wounded  six  inon.  The  order  was  given  to  advance,  when, 
leaving  the  road  to  the  left,  we  proceeded  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
under  cover  of  the  woods,  for  the  space  of  half  an  hour.  At  the  ex 
piration  of  half  an  hoar,  we  were  again  ordered  to  advance  by  the 
flank,  a  distance  of  probably  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  where  we  were 
thrown  into  line  of  battle  upon'  the  left  of  the  twenty  first  Virginia 
regiment,  which  constituted  the  right  of  our  brigade,  the  forty-second 
Virginia  regiment  upon  our  left.  The  regiment  at  this  time,  being 
commanded  by  Captain  Elannum,  was,  by  order  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Garnett,  so  thrown  into  line  as  to  cause  the  right  and  left  flanks  to 
form  right  angles  with  each  other.  Skirmishers  were  sent  to  the 
front  with  orders  to  fire  as  soon  as  the  enemy  came  within  range  of 
their  guns.  The  firing  soon  began  with  the  skirmishers,  which,  in  a 
few  minutes  became  general,  and  lasted  for  about  an  hour.  Finding  that 
the  enemy  had  got  in  our  rear,  almost  entirely  surrounding  us,  we 
were  ordered  to  make  our  way  out,  but  a  portion  of  the  regiment,  not 
understanding  the  order,  remained  at  their  post,  continuing  to  fire  at 
the  enemy  in  front.  At  this  time  reinforcements  came  up,  driving  the 
enemy  from  our  rear.  Our  regiment  was  partially  reformed,  and  then 
participated  in  a  charge  made  across  the  field,  pursuing  the  enemy 
until  dark. 

The  casualties  were  as  follows :  Four  missing,  nineteen  killed  and 
forty-three  wounded. 

J.  H.  IIORTON, 
Captain,  commanding  43th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers 


REPORT  OF    CAPTAIN    IIAYNES  OF  TWENTY-SEVENTH 
VIRGINIA  REGIMENT. 


HEADQUARTERS  TWENTY-SEVENTH  VIRGINIA  REGIMENT,  ) 
Camp  near  Gordonsville,  Fa.,  August  13,  1862.      $ 

Captain  J.  H.  FULTON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

SIR  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  as  a  report  of  the  part 
my  regiment  took  in  the  battle  of  the  9th  instant,  near  Mitchell's  Sta 
tion,  in  Culpeper  county,  Virginia: 

In  placing,  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  my  regiment  occupied  the 
extreme  right,  connecting  with  the  line  of  the  second  brigade,  and 
supported  on  the  left  by  the  thirty-third  Virginia  volunteers.  After 
having  formed  in  line  of  battle,  we  remained  for  some  time  under  a 
heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy's  artillery.  I  then,  under 
orders,  advanced  my  regiment,  in  line  with  the  brigade,  through  a  dense 
forest,  with  heavy  undergrowth  of  brush,  and  much  fallen  timber,  to 
the  fence  dividing  the  woodland  from  a  cleared  field.  Owing  to  the 
density  of  the  forest,  the  enemy  who  were  in  line  of  battle  directly 
in  front  of  us,  was  not  discovered  until  he  fired  upon  us.  I  then 
ordered  my  regiment  to  advance  to  the  fence  and  return  the  fire ; 
this  was  promptly  done,  and  was  kept  up  for  some  time  with  such 
effect  that  two  regiments  of  the  enemy,  which  immediately  confronted 
us,  commenced  falling  back  rapidly  in  much  disorder.  However,  just 
as  we  had  succeeded  in  repelling  the  enemy  in  front  of  us,  it  was  dis 
covered  that  the  regiment  which  supported  us  on  the  right  had  been 
driven  back,  and  the  enemy  were  rapidly  advancing  on  our  right, 
cross-firing  us,  and  endeavoring  to  get  in  our  rear.  Here  the  fire  was 
very  heavy.  I  lost  three  men  killed  and  one  wounded,  and  not 
having  sufficient  force  to  drive  back  the  enemy  and  hold  my  position, 
the  regiment  was  compelled  to  fall  back  ;  this,  on  account  of  thick 
brush  and  fallen  timber  that  covered  the  ground,  caused  the  regiment 
to  scatter  considerably.  After  retreating  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  we  met  a  brigade  (which  I  took  to  be  Branch's)  coming  to  our 
support ;  I  fell  immediately  ia  rear  of  this  brigade.  I  attempted  to 
rally  my  regiment ;  in  this  I  only  partially  succeeded.  I  then  pro 
ceeded  to  the  main  road,  leading  to  the  battle-field.  Arriving  here,  just 
as  General  Jackson  was  passing,  the  detached  parts  of  companies, 
which  I  had  ^  ith  me,  gave  a  cheer,  and,  at  the  personal  order  of 
General  Jackson,  followed  him  again  to  the  battle-field.  After  this, 
the  regiment  did  not  appear  as  a  regiment,  but  acted  in  detachments, 
some  connecting  themselves  with  other  regiments,  others  going  in 
with  squads  from  different  regiments,  and  some  detailed  or  ordered  back 
in  charge  of  prisoners  which  they  had  assisted  in  capturing.  While 
every  member  of  the  regiment  who  went  into  the  fight,  both  officers 
and  men,  acted  nobly  and  gallantly,  still  the  conspicuous  conduct  of 
some  of  the  officers  and  men,  after  the  regiment  became  broken,  and 
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was  acting  in  independent  squads,  deserves  to  be  particularly  noticed. 
Captain  P.  F.  Frazier,  of  company  E,  individually  took  a  Yankee 
captain,  a  sergeant,  and  two  privates,  while  they  were  retreating  from 
our  forces,  and  delivered  them  in  person,  and  without  any  other  guard 
than  himself,  to  General  Jackson.  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Edgar,  of  com 
pany  E,  Color-sergeant  W.  H.  Powell,  Sergeant  C.  S.  Davis,  Dr. 
J.  B.  Patton,  and  Surgeon  Stewarts,  only  two  of  the  party  having  fire 
arms,  one  having  the  colors,  and  the  lieutenant  his  sword,  at  the  in 
stance  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gardner  went  beyond  our  lines,  after  the 
fight,  and  captured  a  Yankee  picket,  of  one  sergeant  and  twelve  pri 
vates,  all  of  whom  were  armed  when  they  were  captured  ;  they  brought 
them  to  the  fourth  Virginia  volunteers,  and  delivered  them  to  the 
guard.  My  regiment  went  into  the  battle  with  less  than  one  hundred 
and  thirty  men,  rank  and  file. 

RECAPITULATION  OF  LOSS  OF  REGIMENT. 

Company  E. — Acting  Orderly  Sergeant  John  E.  Church,  killed. 
Company  G  — Orderly  Sergeant  Wm.  P.  Icenhoner,  killed. 
Company  D — Private  Ben  Wilson,  killed;  private  Patrick  Cava- 
naugh,  wounded  slightly. 

Three  killed  and  one  wounded. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  L.  HAYNBS, 
Captain  commanding  %!th   Virginia  Regiment. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  LEE. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRTY- THIRD  REGIMENT  VA.  INFANTRY,  ^ 
Camp  Garnett,  August  13,  1862.       $ 

Caaptain  J.  H.  FULLER,  A.  A,  A.  General : 

CAPTAIN  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  just  received,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  me  in' the  action 
of  August  9th,  at  Cedar  Run  :  On  the  morning  of  that  day,  at  sun 
rise,  the  brigade  left  the  bivouac  about  a  mile  from  the  bank  of  the 
Rapidan  river,  and  marched,  with  many  interruptions,  some  six  or 
seven  miles  on  the  road  to  Culpeper  Court-House.  About  mid- day, 
we  were  halted  in  a  wood  on  the  lefc  of  the  road,  while  a  light  can 
nonade  was  going  on  some  distance  in  front.  After  remaining  quiet 
about  an  hour  and  a  half,  we  were  again  moved  forward,  perhaps  a 
mile  or  two,  and  halted  in  another  wood,  from  which  we  moved  about 
four,  P.  M.,  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  keeping  the  woods,  by  or 
der,  to  avoid  raising  the  dust.  The  cannonade  had  become  quite  brisk, 
and  when  the  ground  in  which  we  subsequently  fought  was  reached, 
the  brigade  was  halted,  ordered  to  load,  and  form  in  line  of  battle, 
my  regiment  being  next  to  the  twenty-seventh  Virginia,  which  occu 
pied  the  right.  In  this  order  we  were  moved  forward  a  short  distance, 
and  then  formed  in  columns  of  regiments,  right  in  front,  still  march 
ing.  In  a  short  time,  this  column  was  deployed  upon  the  leading 
regiment,  and  a  halt  ordered  at  a  fence  directly  in  front  of  us,  which, 
by  orderder  of  the  Colonel  commanding,  was  leveled.  Here  we  lay 
for  some  twenty  minutes,  under  a  very  sharp  fire  of  shell  and  spheri 
cal  case,  which  fortunately  occasioned  me  no  casualties.  At  the  end 
of  this  time,  the  brigade  was  again  moved  forward,  in  line  of  battle, 
over  a  stubble-field,  flanked  on  either  side  by  woods  ;  the  left  wing  of 
my  regiment  was -in  the  field,  the  right  in  the  woods,  and  the  twenty- 
seventh  entirely  in  the  woods  on  my  right.  After  having  advanced 
about  a,  hundred  and  twenty-five  yards,  the  command  was  given  to 
charge,  when  the  whole  line  moved  at  a  double-quick,  the  Colonel 
commanding  leading  in  person.  Almost  simultaneously  with  this 
movement,  a  few  shots  from  our  h  ft  drew  the  fire  from  the  line  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  well  posted  in  a  woods  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  off,  and  who,  being  able  to  see  only  a  part  of  our  force  on  ac 
count  of  a  slight  hill  over  which  the  fifth,  thirty-third  and  twenty- 
seventh  had  to  pass,  had  also  commenced  to  advance.  Here,  for  the 
first  time,  I  discovered  the  Federals  in  sight,  and  giving  the  command 
to  my  men,  they  poured  a  steady  fire  from  the  left  wing  into  the  en 
emy's  ranks.  My  horse  becoming  unmanageable,  I  dismounted,  and, 
in  common  with  other  regimental  commanders,  urged  the  men  for 
ward.  Our  line  steadily  advanced,  slowly  driving  our  opponents, 
until  I  reached  the  corner  of  the  woods  on  my  right,  where  the  right 
of  my  regiment,  and  the  \*hole  of  the  twenty-seventh  came  into  view 
of  the  enemy.  The  firing  was  now  general,  but  in  front  of  me  the 
enemy  for  some  time  were  quite  steady,  and  commenced  to  flank  my 
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right,  getting  upon  that  flank  in  the  woods,  within  forty  steps  of  com 
pany  A.  I  sent  the  adjutant  to  see  if  the  twenty  seventh  was  aware 
of  this  movement,  and  to  urge  their  active  assistance.  He  reported 
that  the  twenty-seventh  was  not  there,  and  I  then  directed  the  fire  of 
the  three  right  companies,  A,  F  and  D,  against  the  flankers,  whose 
ehots  already  enfiladed  us.  In  a  few  moments  the  ground  was  dotted 
with  their  blue  uniforms,  and  the  rest  retreated  more  rapidly  than 
they  advanced.  I  now  observed  the  fine  effect  of  the  fire  in  front,  and 
pushed  the  men  forward  ;  I  had  previously  informed  Colonel  Ronald 
of  the  attempted  flank  movement,  and  almost  immediately  received  a 
message  by  his  orderly,  that  a  brigade  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  divis 
ion  would  ccme  up  in  a  few  moments.  I  had  continued  to  press  the 
men  on,  driving  the  enemy,  and  as  their  retreat  became  a  run,  Gen 
eral  Branch's  brigade  arrived  upon  the  extension  of  my  line.  They 
fired  a  few  rounds,  and  then  ceased  for  a  time,  arid  pushed  on  after 
the  now  flying  enemy.  My  men  being  thoroughly  exhausted,  together 
with  mysel^^he  firing  having  ceased  entirely  upon  this  part  of  the 
field,  and  ^•enemy  being  in  sight,  I  withdrew,  about  one  hundred 
3rards,  and  collected  the  men,  who  had  become  somewhat  scattered  in 
the  eagerness  of  the  fight.  There  gathered  with  me  considerable 
parts  of  the  other  regiments,  and,  having  about  half  the  brigade,  and 
being  the  senior  officer  pres&nt,  I  took  command,  and  conducted  them, 
some  half  a  mile,  further  on,  to  .the  Colonel  commanding,  who  had 
halted  on  a  hill  in  front,  and  upon  the  right  of  our  position,  with  the 
remainder.  We  were  engaged  from  about  five,  P.  M.  until  dark,  and 
the  men  consumed  nearly  every  cartridge.  Their  aim  was  steady,  and 
their  fire  effective,  inflicting,  under  my  own  eye,  severe  loss  on  the 
enemy. 

My  casualties,  considering  the  continued  and  heavy  fire  to  which 
we  were  subjected,  were  almost  miraculously  few,  being  only  fifteen 
wounded. 

The  men  captured  a  number  of  prisoners,  and  one  of  them,  by  my 
directions,  killed  a  color-nearer,  whose  colors  were  left  on  the  field, 
and  picked  up  by  one  of  General  Branch's  men  subsequently. 

My  number  engaged  was  one  hundred  and  fifty.  I  left  camp  with 
one  hundred  and  sixty,  the  heat  causing  a  few  to  fall  out  of  the  ranks. 
I  append  a  list  of  casualties. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  the  highest  pride  that  I  commend  the  cour 
age  of  both  officers  and  men ;  all  bore  themselves  nobly,  and  I  can 
scarcely  express  my  gratification  at  their  behavior  throughout  the 
day.  Nor  can  I  mention  for  special  commendation  the  name  of  one, 
cither  officer  or  private,  without  seeming  to  detract  from  the  merits  of 
others ;  but  I  must  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  acknowledge 
my  indebtedness  to  First  Lieutenant  D.  H.  Walton,  adjutant  of  the 
regiment,  and  to  express  my  high  appreciation  of  his  conspicuously 
gallant  conduct.  Having  no  field  officer  with  me,  (Major  Holliday 
having  been  detailed  for  staff  duty  by  Colonel  Ronald,)  I  felt  the 
need  of  efficient  help,  and  the  want  was  fully  supplied  by  this  gentle 
man.  He  executed  my  orders  fearlessly  and  well ;  aided  me  in  di 
recting  the  fire  and  movements  of  the  men,  and,  by  personal  example, 
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cheered  and  encoured  them .    I  gladly  commend  him  to  the  notice  of 
the  commanding  General. 

The  noble  courage  of  Major  Holliday,  who  lost  his  right  arm,  will 
more  properly  come  under  the  report  of  the  brigade  commander. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWIN  G.  LEE, 
Lieut.  Colonel,  commanding  33d  Fa.  Infantry. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  A.  WALKER. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRTEENTH  VIRGINIA,  > 
August  14,  1862.      > 

Major  HALL,  A.  A.  A.  General,  Fourth  Brigade  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  regiment  at  the  battle  near  Mitchell's  Station  on  the  9th  instant. 

After  deploying  regiment  as  skirmishers,  as  directed  by  the  Gen 
eral  commanding  the  brigade,  we  advanced  into  the  woods,  between 
us  and  the  enemy,  about  two  hundred  yards,  where  the  left  wing, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Terrill,  encountered  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  consisting  of  a  small  squadron  of  two  or  three  companies, 
that  attempted  to  charge  the  line,  but  were  driven  back,  with  a  known 
loss  of  two  men  and  one  horse  killed.  Further  on  in  the  woods,  the 
right  wing  came  in  sight  of  their  videttes,  who  retired,  firing  at  a 
safe  distance,  until  they  fell  back  to  their  main  body,  drawn  up  in 
the  field  beyond.  When  we  reached  the  edge  of  the  wood,  I  halted 
the  line  and  opened  fire  upon  the  main  body  of  their  cavalry  in  the 
field,  and  kept  it  up  until  the  rest  of  the  brigade  came  up,  but  the 
distance  was  too  great  to  do  much  execution.  When  the  rest  of  the 
brigade  came  up,  I  was  ordered  to  close  my  regiment  and  form  on 
its  left,  which  I  did  and  held  that  position,  whilst  it  lay  behind  our 
batteries,  under  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery ;  and  advanced  with  it 
and  the  third  brigade,  (immediately  on  my  left,)  when  ordered  for 
ward,  to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy's  line, 
advancing  through  the  corn-field,  beyond  the  branch.  At  this  point 
the  fighting  was  obstinate  for  several  minutes,  the  enemy  advancing 
slowly,  but  steadily,  until  the  brigade  upon  my  left  gave  way  and  ran 
off  the  field  in  disorder.  The  panic,  thus  begun,  was  communicated 
to  two  or  three  regiments  on  my  right,  which  also  fell  back,  leaving 
my  regiment  and  a  portion  of  the  thirty-first  Virginia,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jackson,  the  only  Confederate  troops  in  that 
part  of  the  field  in  sight  of  our  position.  Finding  that  one  piece  of 
artillery,  which  had  been  brought  up  on  the  right,  and  a  little  in  ad 
vance  of  my  regiment,  was  thus  placed  in  great  jeopardy,  I  ordered 
my  own  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jackson's  men  forward  to  hold  the 
enemy  in  check  until  it  could  be  carried  off.  The  men  obeyed  with 
alacrity,  and,  advancing  about  thirty  yards,  opened  a  well-directed 
fire,  which  had  the  desired  effect  of  checking  the  advance  of  that 
portion  of  the  enemy's  line,  directly  in  our  front,  till  the  piece  was 
removed.  We  continued  to  hold  our  position  for  a  few  moments, 
holding  the  enemy  in  front  in  check,  when,  finding  the  enemy  had 
advanced,  under  cover  of  the  woods  on  our  left,  over  the  ground 
abandoned  by  the  third  brigade,  and  had  crossed  the  road  into  the 
field  considerably  in  rear  of  our  position,  and  weie  pouring  a  very 
annoying  fire  into  my  left  flank,  and  seeing  no  reinforcements  in 
sight,  I  ordered  my  regiment  to  fall  back,  and  carried  it  off  obliquely 
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to  the  right  and  rear,  in  tolerable  order.  We  had  no  sooner  given  up 
our  position  than  the  enemy,  following,  planted  a  Federal  and  a  Ma 
ryland  flag  where  ours  stood  a  moment  before,  and  opened  fire  upon 
us  at  very  short  range.  We  continued  to  fall  back  for  about  two 
hundred  yards,  when  fresh  troops  coming  up  on  our  left,  and  the 
enemy  beginning  to  give  back  on  that  flank,  1  immediately  halted  my 
men  and,  reforming  them  upon  the  colors,  advanced  directly  back  to 
our  former  position,  driving  the  two  stands  of  colors  before  us. 

At  this  time  the  enemy  brought  up  a  fresh  line  through  the  corn 
field,  and  for  ten  minutes  the  firing  was  heavy  and  both  sides  stood 
firm,  when  the  enemy  began  to  give  way  along  the  whole  line,  and 
our  troops,  dashing  forward  with  a  ehout,  crossed  the  branch  arid 
cleared  the  field  of  their  infantry.  The  enemy's  cavalry  attempted 
to  retrieve  the  fortunes  of  the  day  by  charging  our  advancing  and 
disordered  lines,  and  dashed  down  the  wheat-field,  on  the  lefc  of  the 
road,  in  gallant  style.  As  their  column  was  advancing  on  my  left, 
with  the  main  road  between  us,  I  advanced  my  men  to  the  left  and 
front,  up  to  the  fence  along  the  road,  at  double-quick,  and  gave  them 
a  flank  fire,  which,  together  with  the  heavy  fire  from  other  regiments 
immediately  in  their  front,  was  very  destructive  and  drove  them  from 
the  fiofd  in  confusion  and  disorder.  After  this  charge,  the  enemy 
made  no  further  stand,  and  we  continued  the  pursuit,  with  the  other 
troops,  until  it  was  discontinued,  when  I  left  them  in  charge  of  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel  Terrill  and  reported  to  the  General  commanding 
brigade.  It  would  be  impossible  for  troops  to  behave  better  than 
mine  did  on  this  day.  With  a  few  exceptions,  they  fought  bravely, 
obeying  all  the  commands  of  their  officers  promptly  and  cheerfully, 
displaying,  throughout  the  whole  day,  an  amount  of  bravery  and  dis 
ciplined  valor,  which  I  don't  believe  has  been  excelled  during  the 
war.  I  herewith  enclose  a  report  of  the  casualties  on  that  day. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  WALKER, 
Colovcl  Thirteenth   Virginia  Infantry. 


EEPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  R.  L.  WALKER. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  BATTALION, 
March,  1863. 


MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  artillery  of  the  light  division  in  the  battle  of  Cedar 
Run,  August  9th,  1862  : 

At  about  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  all  my  batteries- being  in  park  near 

the  house  of .  I  received  an  order  from  Major  General  A.  P. 

Hill  to  carry  forwaid  all  my  long-range  guns,  which  order  I  imme 
diately  obeyed,  but  was  unable  to  get  more  than  two  of  my  batteries 
in  position,  as  the  road  was  so  blocked  up  with  wagons  and  ambu 
lances  as  to  prevent  any  more  artillery  from  reaching  the  front.  The 
two  batteries  placed  in  position  were  those  of  Captains  Pegram  and 
Fleet.  I  posted  them  in  position  on  the  fiold  and  near  the  centre, 
passing  through  the  gate  at  which  I  found  Captain  Caskie's  battery, 
which  had  converged  the  fire  of  the  enemy  to  a  point  necessary  to 
be  passed  by  all  of  our  troops.  Captain  Pegram's  battery,  and  Cap 
tain  Fleet's  battery,  the  latter  commanded  by  Lieutenant  B.  W. 
Hardy,  were  posted,  as  stated,  about  near  the  centre  of  the  field  and 
within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  Lieu 
tenant  Hardy  being  in  front. 

These  batteries  were  supported  by  the  brigade  of  Brigadier  Gene 
ral  Early,  and  held  their  position  for  at  least  half  an  hoar,  and  after  the 
infantry,  with  the  exception  of  the  thirteenth  Virginia  regiment,  had 
fallen  back  from  them.  So  soon  as  I  saw  the  light  division  make 
its  appearance,  I  ordered  the  batteries  to  retire,  the  loss  in  both  men' 
and  horses  being  considerable. 

Reports' of  these  losses  have  already  been  made  to  the  proper  offi 
cers. 

I  moved  forward  as  soon  as  possible,  with  all  the  artillery  at  my 
command,  and,  by  General  Hill's  order,  brought  the  batteries  of  Cap 
tains  Pegram,  Braxton,  Latham,  and  a  part  of  Captain  Fleet's  battery, 
to  bear  upon  the  point  supposed  to  be  occupied  by  the  enemy's. 
At  ten  o'clock  that  night,  after  firing  about  eight  rounds  from  each 
gun,  Captain  Pegram  was  sent  forward  with  Colonel  Stafford's  brig 
ade,  and  had,  for  an  hour  or  more,  a  severe  fight  with  the  enemy, 
losing  several  men  and  horses  and  inflicting  considerable  loss  upon 
the  enemy.  Next  morning  at  daylight,  I  was  ordered  by  General 
Hill  to  select  a  position  much  to  our  left  and  on  the  south  side  of  the 
creek,  which  I  did,  placing  two  batteries  of  mine,  viz  :  Captains 
Fleet's  and  Donelson's  and  one  of  General  Early's.  This  position 
commanded  the  enemy's  camp  somewhat  to  their  rear.  Captains  Pe 
gram  and  Hardy  inflicted  great  loss  on  the  enemy  on  Saturday  even 
ing,  and  their  conduct,  with  that  of  the  men  under  their  command, 
cannot  be  too  highly  commended.  The  batteries  of  my  command 
cannot  be  too  highly  commended.  The  batteries  of  my  command  were 
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all  retired  on  Sunday  evening,  Captain  Braxton  bringing  up  the  rear 
and  retiring  by  half  battery. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  Major,  your  ob't  serv't, 

R.  L.  WALKER, 
Lieut.   Colonel  commanding  Artillery  Division. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  POAGUE. 

>ONSVILLE 

August  14,  1862. 


CAMP  NEAR  GORDONSVILLE,  VIRGINIA,  ) 


Captain  J.  H.  FULTON, 

A.  A.  A.  General,  First  Brigade,  V.  D.  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  battery  under  nay  command  in  the  battle  of  the  9th 
instant,  at  Cedar  Run  : 

About  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  by  order  of  Major  Andrews,  two  parrott 
guns  were  taken  to  the  front,  along  the  road  leading"  to  Culpeper 
Court-House.  These,  along  with  Captain  Carpenter's  parrott  piece, 
were,  by  direction  of  Major  Andrews,  posted  in  the  road  so  as  to  en 
filade  the  enemy's  batteries  then  engaging  our  batteries  on  the  right. 
The  caissons  were  left  behind  some  distance,  there  not  being  room  to 
station  them  in  rear  of  their  pieces.  After  firing  about  half  an 
hour,  one  of  my  pieces  becoming  unserviceable  from  enlargement  of 
the  vent,  was  sent  to  the  rear.  The  other  continued  its  fire  until  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  approached  within  two  hundred  yards,  and,  hav 
ing  exhausted  the  ammunition  in  the  limber  chest,  it  was  ordered 
back  to  its  caisson  and  the  chest  refilled.  By  the  direction  of  Gen 
eral  Jackson,  it  was  afterwards  posted  in  the  field  on  the  right  of  the 
road.  My  twelve-pounder  was  also  brought  forward.  In  conjunction 
with  Captain  Carpenter's  gun  and  one  of  Lieutenant  Mark's,  a  rapid 
fire  was  opened  on  the  enemy's  battery,  by  which  several  of  their 
guns  were  silenced  and  compelled  to  leave  the  field.  The  enemy's 
infantry  were  now  advancing  through  the  corn-field  in  front,  and  I 
felt  confident  we  could  be  able  to  drive  them  back,  having  been  rein 
forced  by  a  battery  of  four  guns.  At  this  juncture  our  own  in 
fantry  advanced,  surrounding  the  guns,  and  thus  causing  them  to 
cease  firing.  No  position  could  be  gotten  afterwards  without  danger 
to  our  own  infantry. 

About  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  battery  joined  the  brigade,  and  that 
night  slept  on  the  battle-field. 

In  this  engagement,  I  am  happy  to  report  no  serious  casualties — 
only  one  man  wounded-*-Robert  Vanpelt,  slightly  in  left  arm.  Sev 
eral  others  received  very  slight  bruises  from  pieces  of  shell 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  all  the  men 
and  officers,  without  exception,  was  most  admirable.  At  the  most 
trying  moment,  when  our  gallant  and  esteemed  brigade  commander, 
and  the  chief  of  artillery  were  cut  down  in  their  midst,  they  retained 
their  accustomed  self-possession,  and  nobly  stood  by  their  pieces. 
Even  those  two  or  three  who,  in  a  former  engagement,  behaved  in 
an  unsoldierly  manner,  now  acted  well  and  bravely,  as  if  deter 
mined  to  wipe  out  all  traces  of  their  previous  conduct. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  T.  POAGUE, 
Captain  Rockbridge  Artillery. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  D'AQUIN. 

CAMP  WHEAT,  August  14,   1362. 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  behavior  of  the  officers  and  inea  of 
the  Louisiana  Guard  artillery  in  the  engagement  of  the  9th  instant : 

The  behavior  of  both  officers  and  men  *of  this  command  in  the 
battle  of  the  9th,  was  such  as  might  be  exported  of  men  fighting  for 
their  homes  and  liberties.  It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  others 
to  mention  any  one  for  better  behavior.  All  seemed  to  have  always 
been  under  fire  ;  they  behaved  like  veterans,  although  this  was  their 
first  engagement.  Besides,  there  was  no  opportunity  for  individual 
distinction.  There  were  none  absent  without  leave,  nor  could  I  hav-3 
raade  them  leave,  even  if  I  had  ordered  it. 

L,  E.  D'AQUIN,  Captain. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  CARPENTER. 

HEADQUARTERS  CARPENTER'S  BATTER  v, 
In  Camp  mar  Gordcnsville,  August  14,   1862. 

To  Colonel  RONALD, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,   V.  D.  : 

SIR  :  In  obedience  to  circular  issued  from  headquarters  Valley  Dis 
trict,  on  the  1 3th  instant,  I  have  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  battery  in  the  action  of  Cedar  Run,  on  the  9th  day 
of  August,  1862.  I  received  orders  early  in  the  afternoon  to  take 
my  Parrott  piece  to  the  front,  which  was  promptly  executed,  placing 
it  in  position  within  seven  hundred  yards  of  five  or  six  pieces  of  the 
enemy.  Major  Andrews,  thinking  it  would  be  rather  an  unequal 
contest,  ordered  me  not  to  commence  firing  until  Captain  Poague 
could  bring  his  in  position,  when  we  commenced  firing,  which  was 
soon  returned  most  vigorously ;  but  a  short  time  sufficed  to  force 
them  back  some  three  kundred  yards,  when  we  advanced  about  half 
that  distance,  where  we  kept  up  firing  until  their  infantry,  who  at 
tempted  to  flank  us,  were  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred 
yards  of  us,  and  our  infantry  falling  back  past  us.  Moving  to  the 
right  some  two  hundred  yards,  came  into  position  again.  The  in 
fantry  still  falling  back,  I  again  limbered  up,  and,  from  carelessness 
of  the  drivers,  broke  the  pole,  when  with  difficulty  got  the  piece  off, 
leaving  the  limber  on  the  field,  which  I  had  repaired  as  soon  as  the 
Yankees  were  driver)  back,  being  ready  for  service  by  nine  o'clock. 
The  other  three  pieces  were  brought  up  under  range  of  the  enemy's 
guns,  but  not  ordered  into  position.  The  detachment  which  was  en 
gaged  deserves  particular  notice  as  having  done  their  duty.  Some 
two  or  three  of  them  having  exhausted  themselves  so,  felt  unable  to 
do  anything.  Sending  word  back  to  the  Captain,  he  started  to  bring 
me  a  new  detachment,  when  he  was  wounded  in  the  forehead.  W. 
M.  McAllister,  (private,)  shot  through  the  arm,  the  only  man 
wounded.  I  also  have  to  report  private  William  J.  Winn  as  having 
left  the  company  that  morning  without  leave,  and  not  being  seen  till 
the  next  day,  which  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  doing. 

J.  C.  CARPENTER, 
Lieutenant  commanding  Battery. 
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FROM  THE  BATTLE  OF  CEDAR  RUN  TO,  AND  IN 
CLUDING,  THE  BATTLE  OF  SHARPSBURG. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  LONGSTREET. 


HEADQUARTERS  NEAR  WINCHESTER,  VA.,  ) 
October  10,  1862.      5 

Brigadier  General  R.  H.  CHILTON, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  in  the  late  campaign  : 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding  General,  the  com 
mand  marched  from  Gordonsville  on  the  16th  August,  crossing  the 
Rapidan  on  the  2()th,  at  Raccoon  ford. 

The  next  day,  at  Kelly's  ford,  I  received  orders  to  move  up  the 
Rappahannock  to  Rappahannock  Station.  As  we  were  withdrawing 
from  Kelly's  ford,  the  enemy  crossed  the  river  and  made  an  attack 
upon  the  rear  brigade,  ( Featherston's,)  under  the  command  of  Colo 
nel  Posey.  After  a  sharp  skirmish,  Colonel  Posey  drove  him  back 
with  considerable  loss. 

Arriving  at  Rappahannock  Station,  General  Hood  with  his  own  and 
Whiting's  brigade  was  detached  to  relieve  a  portion  of  General  Jack 
son's  command  at  Freeman's  ford.  About  the  moment  that  General 
Hood  reached  this  ford,  the  enemy  crossed  in  considerable  force,  and 
made  an  attack  upon  the  commands  of  Brigadier  Generals  Trimble 
and  Hood.  They  however  drove  him  back  across  the  river  in  much  con 
fusion  and  with  heavy  loss.  Meanwhile  I  had  ordered  Colonel  Walton 
to  place  his  batteries  in  position  at  Rappahannock  Station,  and  to 
drive  the  enemy  from  his  positions  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 

The  batteries  were  opened  at  sunrise  on  the  23rd,  and  a  severe  can 
nonade  continued  for  several  hours.  In  about  two  hours,  however, 
the  enemy  was  driven  across  the  river,  abandoning  his  tete-de-pont. 
The  brigades  of  Brigadier  Generals  Evans  and  D.  IT.  Jones,  the  latter 
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under  Colonel  G.  T.  Anderson,  moved  forward  to  occupy  this  position. 
It  was  found  untenable,  however,  being  exposed  to  a  cross  fire  of  ar 
tillery  from  the  other  bank.  The  troops  were  therefore  partially  with 
drawn,  and  Colonel  S.  D  Lee  was  ordered  to  select  positions  for  his 
batteries,  and  joined  in  the  combat.  The  enemy's  position  was  sooa 
rendered  too  warm  for  him,  and  he  took  advantage  of  a  severe  rain 
storm  to  retreat  in  haste,  after  firing  the  bridge  and  the  private  dwel 
lings  in  its  vicinity.  Colonel  Walton  deserves  much  credit  for  skill 
in  the  management  of  his  batteries,  and  Colonel  Lee  got  into  position 
in  time  for  some  good  practice. 

The  next  day,  August  24th,  the  command,  continuing  the  march  up 
the  Rappaharmock,  crossed  Hazel  river  and  bivouacked  at  Jeffer- 
sonton. 

On  the  25th,  we  relieved  a  portion  of  General  Jackson's  commanl 
at  Waterloo  bridge.  There  was  more  or  less  skirmishing  at  this  po.in; 
until  the  afternoon  of  the  26th,  when  the  march  was  resumed,  cross 
ing  the  Rappahannock  at  Hinson's  Mill  ford,  six  miles  above  Water 
loo.  A  dash  of  several  squadrons  of  Federal  cavalry  into  Salem  m 
front  of  us  on  the  27th,  delayed  our  march  about  an  hour.  Not  hav 
ing  cavalry,  I  was  unable  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of  this  movement, 
hence  the  delay.  This  cavalry  retired,  and  the  march  was  resumed, 
resting  for  the  night  at  White  Plains.  The  head  of  my  column 
reached  Thoroughfare  Gap  about  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  On  the  23th, 
a  small  party  of  infantry  was  sent  into  the  mountains  to  reconnoitre. 
Passing  through  the  Gap,  Colonel  Beck,  of  the  ninth  Georgia  regi 
ment,  met  the  enemy  ;  but  was  obliged  to  retire  before  a  greatly  supe 
rior  force.  The  enemy  held  a  strong  position  on  the  opposite  gorge, 
and  succeeded  in  getting  his  sharpshooters  in  position  on  the  moua-> 
tain.  Brigadier  General  D.  R.  Jones  advanced  two  of  his  brigades 
rapidly,  and  soon  drove  the  enemy  from  his  position  on  the  mountain. 
Brigadier  General  Hood,  with  his  own  and  General  Whiting's  brigade, 
was  ordered,  by  a  footpath  over  the  mountain,  to  turn  the  enemy's 
right,  and  Brigadier  General  WOctfX  with  his  own  and  Brigadier  Gen 
erals  Featherston's  and  Pryor's  brigades,  was  ordered  through  Hope- 
well  Gap,  three  miles  to  our  left,  to  turn  the  right  and  attack  the  enemy 
in  rear.  The  enemy  made  his  attack  upon  Jones,  however,  before  these 
troops  could  get  into  their  position,  and,  after  being  Yepulsed  with 
severe  loss,  commenced  his  retreat  just  before  night.  In  thirs  affair? 
the  conduct  of  the  first  Georgia  regulars,  under  Major  Walker,  was 
dashing  and  gallant. 

Early  on  the  29th,  the  columns  were  united,  and  the  advance,  to 
join  General  Jackson,  was  resumed.  The  noise  of  battle  was  heard 
before  we  reached  Gainesville.  The  march  was  quickened  to  the  ex 
tent  of  our  rapacity.  The  excitement  of  battle  seemed  to  give  new 
life  and  strength  to  our  jaded  men,  and  the  head  of  my  column  s0on 
reached  a  position  in  rear  of  the  enemy's  left  flank,  and  within  easj 
cannon  shot.  On  approaching  the  field,  some  jcf  Brigadier  General 
Hood's  batteries  were  ordered  into  position,  and  his  division  was  de 
ployed  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  turnpike,  at  right-angles  with  it, 
and  supported  by  Brigadier  General  Evans'  brigade.  Before  these 
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batteries  could  open,  the  enemy  discovered  our  movements  and  with 
drew  his  left.  Another  battery  (Captain  Stribling's)  was  placed  upon 
a  commanding  position  to  my  right,  which  played  upon  the  rear  of  the 
enemy's  left  and  drove  him  entirely  from  that  part  of  the  field.  He 
changed  his  front  rapidly  so  as  to  meet  the  advance  of  Hood  and 
Evans. 

Three  brigades,  under  General  Wileox,  were  thrown  forward  to  the 
support  of  the  left,  and  three  others,  under  General  Kemper,  to  the 
Support  of  the  right  of  these  commands.  *  General  D.  R.  Jones* 
division  was  placed  upon  the  Manassas  Gap  railroad,  to  the  right  and 
*i::  echelon  with  regard  to  the  three  last  brigades.  Colonel  Walton 
placed  his  batteries  in  a  commanding  position  between  my  line  and 
tLat  of  General  Jackson,  and  engaged  the  enemy  for  several  hours, 
tr.  a  severe  and  successful  artillery  duel.  At  a  late  hour  in  the  day, 
Major  General  Stuart  reported  the  approach  of  the  enemy  in  heavy 
columns  against  my  extreme  right.  I  withdrew  General  Wilcox,  with 
Li  3  three  brigades,  from  the  left  and  placed  his  command  in  position 
to  support  Jones  in  case  cf^an  attack  against  my  right.  After  some 
few  shots,  the  enemy  withdrew  his  forces,  moving  them  around  towards 
fcia  front,  and  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  began  to  press  for 
ward  against  General  Jackson's  position.  Wilcox's  brigades  were 
tLioved  back  to  their  former  position,  and  Hood's  two  brigades,  sup 
ported  by  Evans,  were  quickly  pressed  forward  to  the  attack.  At  the 
6ame  time  Wilcox's  three  brigades  made  a  like  advance,  as  also  Hun- 
ton's  brigade,  of  Kemper's  command. 

These  movements  were  executed  with  commendable  zeal  and  ability. 
Hood,  supported  by  Evans,  made  a  gallant  attack,  driving  the  enemy 
back  till  nine  o'clock  at  night.  One  piece  of  artillery,  several  regi- 
tzental  standards,  and  a  number  of  prisoners  were  taken.  The  ene 
my's  entire  force  was  found  to  be  massed  directly  in  my  front,  and  in 
so  strong  a  position  that  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  move  on 
dgainst  his  immediate  front,  so  the  troops  were  quietly  withdrawn  at 
one  o'clock  the  following  morning.  The  wheels  of  the  captured  piece 
were  cut  down  and  it  was  left  on  the  ground.  The  enemy  seized  that 
opportunity  to  claim  a  victory,  and  the  Federal  commander  was  so 
impudent  as  ^despatch  his  Government,  by  telegraph,  tidings  to  that 
effect.  After  withdrawing  from  the  attack,  my  troops  were  placed  in 
the  line  first  occupied  and  in  the  original  order. 

During  the  day,  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee,  with  his  reserve  artillery, 
placed  in  the  position  occupied  the  day  previous  by  Colonel  Walton 
and  engaged  the  enemy  in  a  very  severe  artillery  combat.  The  result 
was,  as  the  day  previous,  a  success.  At  half-past  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  I  rode  to  the  front  for  the  purpose  of  completing  arrange- 
F-:onts  for  making  a  diversion  in  favor  of  a  flank  movement,  then  un 
der  contemplation.  Just  after  reaching  my  front  line,  I  received  a 
tnassage  for  reinforcements  for  Generl  Jackson,  who  was  said  to  be 
severely  pressed.  From  an  eminence  near  by,  one  portion  of  tho 
enemy's  masses  attacking  General  Jackson  were  immediately  within 
my  view  and  in  easy  range  of  batteries  in  that  position.  It  gave  me 
ah  advantage  that  I  had  not  expected  to  haye,  and  I  made  haste  to 
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use  it.  Two  batteries  were  ordered  for  the  purpose  and  one  placed  in 
position  immediately  and  opened.  Just  as  this  fire  began,  I  received 
a  message  from  the  commanding  General,  informing  me  of  Genera! 
Jackson's  condition  and  his  wants.  As  it  was  evident  that  the 
attack  against  General  Jackson  could  not  be  continued  ten  minutes 
under  the  fire  of  these  batteries,  I  made  no  movement  with  my  troops. 
Before  the  second  battery  could  be  placed  in  position,  the  enemy  be 
gan  to  retire,  and  in  less  than  ten  minutes  the  ranks  were  broken  and 
that  portion  of  his  army  put  to  flight.  A  fair  opportunity  was  offered 
me  and  the  intended  diversion  was  changed  into  aa  attack.  My  whole 
line  was  rushed  forward  at  a  charg*.  The  troops  sprang  to  their 
work,  and  moved  forward  with  all  the  steadiness  and  firmness  that 
characterise  war-worn  veterans.  The  batteries  continuing  their  play 
upon  the  confused  masses,  completed  the  work  of  this  portion  of  the 
enemy's  line,  and  my  attack  was,  therefore,  made  against  the  forces 
in  my  front.  The  order  for  the  advance  had  scarcely  been  given, 
when  I  received  a  message  from  the  commanding  General,  anticipa 
ting  some  such  emergency,  and  ordering  the  move  which  was  then, 
going  on,  at  the  same  time  offering  me  Major  General  Anderson's  di 
vision.  The  commanding  General  soon  joined  me  and  a  few  moments 
after,  Major  General  Anderson  arrived  with  his  division.  The  at 
tack  was  led  by  Hood's  brigade,  closely  supported  by  Evans.  These 
were  rapidly  reinforced  by  Anderson's  division  from  the  rear,  Kem- 
per's  three  brigades  and  D.  R.  Jones'  division  from  the  right,  and 
Wilcox's  brigade  from  the  left.  The  brigades  of  Brigadier  Generals 
Featherston  and  Pryor  became  detached  and  operated  with  a  portion 
of  General  Jackson's  command.  The  attacking  columns  moved 
steadily  forward,  driving  the  enemy  from  his  different  positions  as 
rapidly  as  he  took  them.  My  batteries  were  thrown  forward  from 
point  to  point,  following  the  movements  of  the  general  line.  These, 
however,  were  somewhat  detained  by  an  enfilade  fire  from  a  battery 
on  my  left.  This  threw  more  than  its  proper  share  of  fighting  upon 
the  infantry,  retarded  our  rapid  progress,  and  enabled  the  enemy  to 
escape  with  many  of  his  batteries,  which  should  have  fallen  into  our 
hands.  The  battle  continued  until  ten  o'clock  at  night,  when  utter- 
darkness  put  a  stop  to  our  progress.  The  enemy  made  his  escape 
across  Ball  Run  before  daylight.  Three  batteries,  a  large  number  of 
prisoners,  many  stands  of  regimental  colors,  and  twelve  thousand, 
stands  of  arm,  besides  some  wagons,  ambulances,  &c.,  were  taken. 

The  next  day,  like  the  day  after  the  first  battle  of  Manassas  plains^, 
was  stormy  and  excessively  disagreeable.     Orders  were  given  early 
in  the  day  for  caring  for  the  wounded,  burying  the  dead,  and  collect 
ing  arms  and  other  supplies. 

About  noon,  General  Pryor,  with  his  brigade,  was  thrown  across 
Bull  Run  to  occupy  the  heights  between  that  and  Oub  Run,  and  at 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  balance  of  the  command  marched  to 
cross  Bull  Run  at  Sudley  ford.  Crossing  the  run  on  the  following 
day,  the  command  marched  for  Chantilly,  via  the  Little  River  turn 
pike".  The  enemy  was  reported  in  position  in  our  front  as  we  reached 
Ohantilly,  and  he  made  an  attack  upon  General  Jackson  before  m/ 
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troops  arrived.    He  was  repulsed,  however,  before  my  reinforcements 
got  up  and  disappeared  during  the  night. 

On  the  eeccnd  of  September,  the  command  marched  via  Drainsville, 
Leesburg,  and  across  the  Potomac,  at  White's  ford,  to  Frederick  City, 
Maryland,  arriving  there  on  the  7th.  I  moved  from  Frederick  for 
Hagerstown  on  the  l()th  and  reached  there,  with  part  of  my  command 
on  the  llth,  sending  six  brigades,  under  Major  General  Anderson, 
to  co-operate  with  Major  General  Me  Laws  in  the  assault  upon  Mary 
land  Heights  and  Harper's  Ferry.  During  the  operations  against 
this  garrison  the  approach  of  a  large  army  from  Washington  city  for 
its  relief  was  reported.  We  were  obliged  to  make  a  forced  march  in 
order  to  reach  Boorisboro'  Pass  to  assist  Major  General  D  II.  Hill's 
division  in  holding  this  army  in  check,  so  as  to  give  time  for  the  re 
duction  of  Harper's  Ferry.  1  reached  Boonsboro  about  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  and,  upon  ascending  the  mountain,  found  General  Hill 
heavily  engaged.  My  troops  were  hurried  to  his  assistance  as  rap 
idly  as  their  exhausted  condition  would  admit  of.  The  brigades  of 
Brigadier  Generals  Evans,  Pickett,  (under  Garnett,)  Kemper,  and 
Jenkins,  (under  Colcnel  Walker,)  wert>  extended  along  the  mountain 
to  our  left.  Brigadier  General  Hood,  with  his  own  and  Whiting's 
brigade,  (under  Colonel  Law,)  Drayton's  and  D.  R.  Jones',  (under 
Colonel  G.  T.  Anderson,)  were  extended  to  the  right.  Major  General 
Hill  had  already  placed  such  batteries  in  position  as  he  couhl  find 
ground  for,  except  one  position  on  the  extreme  left.  It  was  my  inten 
tion  to  have  placed  a  battery  in  this  position,  but  I  was  so  much  oc 
cupied  in  front,  that  I  could  find  no  time  to  do  so  before  nightfall. 

We  succeeded  in  repulsing  the  repeated  and  powerful  attacks  of  the 
enemy,  and  in  holding  our  position  till  night  put  an  end  to  the 
battle.  It  was  short,  but  very  fierce.  Some  of  our  most  gallant 
officers  and  men  fell  in  this  struggle,  among  them  the  brave  Colonel 
J.  B.  Strange,  of  the  nineteenth  Virginia  regiment. 

Had  the  command  reached  the  mountain  pass  in  time  to  have  gotten 
into  position  before  the  attack  was  made,  1  believe  that  the  direct  as 
saults  of  the  enemy  could  have  been  repulsed  with  comparative  ease. 
Hurried  into  action,  however,  we  arrived  at  our  position  more  ex 
hausted  than  the  enemy.  It  became  manifest  that  our  forces  were  not 
sufficient  to  resist  the  renewed  attacks  of  the  entire  army  of  General 
McClellan.  He  would  require  but  little  time  to  turn  either  flank  and 
our  command  must  then  be  at  his  mercy  In  view  of  this,  the  com 
manding  General  ordered  the  withdrawal  of  our  troops  to  the  village 
of  Sharpsburg.  This  position  was  regarded  as  a  strong  defensive  one, 
besides  being  one  from  which  we  could  threaten  the  enemy's  flank  or 
rear, in  case  ho  should  attempt  to  relieve  the  garrison  at  Harper's  Ferry. 

Crossing  the  Antietam,  on  the  morning  of  the  loth,  Major  General 
D.  H.  Hill's  division  and  my  own  command,  were  placed  in  line  of 
battle  between  the  stream  and  the  village  of  Sharpsburg.  Soon  after 
getting  into  position  we  heard  of  the  surrender  of  Harper's  Ferry. 
This  left  the  portions  of  the  army  enegaged  in  the  reduction  of  that 
garrison  free  to  join  us.  After  much  shelling  at  one  point  and  another 
of  our  line,  which  extended  more  than  a  mile  on  each  side  of  Sharps- 
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burg,  the  enemy  finally  attacked  General  Hood,  on  my  extreme  left, 
late  Tuesday  evening,  September  16th.  Hood  drove  him  back,  but 
not  without  severe  loss,  including  that  of  Colonel  Liddell,  of  the 
eleventh  Mississippi,  an  officer  of  great  merit,  modesty  and  promise. 
During  the  nght,  the  enemy  threw  his  forces  across  the  Antietam,  in 
frpnt  of  Hood's  position,  and  renewed  his  attack  at  daylight  the  next 
morning.  Hood  was  not  strong  enough  to  resist  the  masses  thrown 
against  him.  Several  of  Major  General  D.  II.  Hill's  brigades  rein 
forced  tire  position,  but  even  with  these,  our  forces  seemed  but  a 
handful^  when  compared  with  the  hosts  thrown  against  us.  The  com 
mands  engag3rl  the  enemy,  however,  with  great  courage  and  determi 
nation,  and,  retiring  very  slowly,  delayed  him  until  the  forces  of  Gen 
erals  Jackson  and  Walker  came  to  oar  relief.  D.  R.  Jones'  brigade, 
under  Colonel  G.  T.  Anderson  came  up  about  the  same  moment,  and 
soon  after  this,  tho  divisions  of  Major  Generals  McLaws  and  R.  H. 
Anderson.  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee's  reserve  artillery  was  with  General 
Hood,  and  took  a  distinguished  part  ia  the  attack  on  the  evening  of 
the  16th.  and  in  delaying  that  of  the  17th.  General  Jackson  soon 
moved  off  to  our  left,  for  the  purpose  of  turning  the  eaemy's  right  flank, 
and  the  other  divisions,  except  Walker's,  were  distributed  at  other 
points  of  the  line.  As  these  movements  were  made,  the  enemy  again 
threw  forward  his  masses  against  my  left.  This  attack  was  mec  by 
Walkor's  division,  two  pieces  of  Captain  Miller's  battery  of  the  Wash 
ington  artillery,  and  two  pieces  of  Captain  BryceV  battery,  and 
was  driven  back  in  some  confusion.  Aji  effort  was  made  to  pursue ; 
but  our  line  was  too  weak.  Colonel  Cooke,  of  the  twenty-seventh 
North  Carolina,  very  gallantly  chargeci  with  his  own  regiment;  but, 
his  supply  of  ammunition  being  exhausted,  and  he  being  unsupported, 
he  was  obliged  to  return  to  his  original  position  in  the  line. 

From  this  moment  our  centre  was  extremely  weak,  being  defended 
by  but  part  of  Walker's  division,  and  four  pieces  of  artillery,  Cooke's 
regiment  of  that  division  being  without  a  cartridge.  In  this  condi 
tion,  again  the  enemy's  masses  moved  forward  against  us.  Cooke 
stood  with  his  empty  guns,' and  waved  his  colors  to  show  that  his 
troops  \yjre  in  position.  The  artillery  played  upon  their  ranks  with 
canister.  Their  lines  began  to  hesitate,  soon  halted,  and,  after  an 
hour  and  a  half,  retired. 

Another  attack  was  quickly  made,  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  last. 
Captain  Miller  turning  his  pieces  upon  these  lines,  and  playing  upon 
them  with  round  shot,  (over  the  heads  of  R.  II.  Anderson's  men,) 
checked  the  advance,  and  Anderson's  division,  with  the  artillery,  held 
the  enemy  in  check  until  night.  This  attack  was  followed  by  the  final 
assault,  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  the  enemy  crossed  the  bridge 
in  front  of  Sharpsburg,  and  made  his  desperate  attack  upon  my  right. 
Brigadier  General  Toombs  held  the  bridge,  and  defended  it  most  gal 
lantly,  driving  back  repeated  attacks,  and  only  yielded  it  after  the 
forces  brought  against  him  became  overwhelming  and  threatened  his 
Hank  and  rear. 

The  enemy  was  then  met  by  Brigadier  General  D.  R.  Jones  with 
six  brigades.  He  drove  back  our  right  several  times,  and  was  him- 
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self  made  to  retire  several  times,  badly  crippled  ;  but  bis  strong  rein 
forcements  finally  enabled  him  to  drive  in  my  right,  and  occupy  this 
part  of  my  ground.  Thus  advanced,  the  enemy's  line  was  placed  in 
such  a  position  as  to  enable  General  Toombs  to  move  bis  brigade 
directly  against  his  flank.  General  Jones  seized  the  opportunity, 
and  threw  Toombs  down  against  the  enemy's  flank,  drove  him  ba,ck 
and  recovered  our  lost  ground. 

Two  of  the  brigades  of  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division 
advanced  against  the  enemy's  front  as  General  Toombs  mad«  his  flank 
attack. 

The  display  of  this  force  was  of  great  value,  and  it  assisted  us  in 
holding  ourfposition. 

The  enemy  took  shelter  behind  a  stone  wall,  and  another  line  was 
advanced  to  the  crest  of  a  hill,  in  support  of  his  first  line. 

Captain  Richardson's,  Brown's  and  Moody's  batteries  were  placed 
in  position  to  play  upon  the  second  line,  and  both  lines  were  even 
tually  driven  back  by  these  batteries.  Before  it  was  entirely  dark, 
the  hundred  thousand  men  that  had  been  threatening  our  destruction 
for  twelve  hours,  had  melted  away  into  a  few  stragglers. 

The  battle  over,  orders  were  sent  around  for  ammunition  chests  and 
cartridge  boxes  to  be  re-filled.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  a 
few  sharpshooters  began  to  exchange  shots.  I  observed  that  the  ene 
my  had  massed  his  artillery  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Antietam, 
with  a  view,  apparently,  to  meet  an  attack  from  us.  Our  ranks  were 
too  much  thinned  to  warrant  a  renewal  of  the  conflict,  with  the  chances 
of  being  drawn  under  the  fire  of  this  artillery.  The  effort  to  make  a 
flank  movement  by  our  left,  th*e  day  previous,  developed  the  fact  that 
the  enemy  had  extended  his  right,  so  as  to  rest  it  upon  the  Potomac, 
and  thus  envelope  our  left  flank.  From  our  position,  it  was  impossi 
ble  to  make  any  move,  except  a  direct  assault  upon  some  portion  of 
the  enemy's  line,  I,  therefore,  took  the  liberty  to  address  a  note  to  the 
commanding  General,  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  suggesting 
a  withdrawal  to  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac.  Before  my  note 
reached  him,  however,  he  rode  to  my  bivouac  and  expressed  the  same 
views.  Arrangements  to  move  across  the  Potomac  were  completed 
by  dark.  My  command,  moving  first,  crossed  about  two  o  clock  in 
the  morning,  and  part  of  it  was  placed  in  position,  in  case  it  should 
be  needed  at  the  ford.  The  entire  army  crossed,  however,  without 
molestation,  and,  as  directed  by  the  commanding  General,  I  proceeded 
to  form  his  line.  As  this  was  completed,  it  became  evident  that  the 
enemy  was  not  pursuing,  except  with  some  of  his  batteries  and  some 
small  force.  The  various  commands  were  then  marched  off  to  their 
points  of  bivouac. 

The  name  of  every  officer,  non-commissioned  officer  and  private, 
•who  has  shared  in  the  toils  and  privations  of  this  campaign,  should 
foe  mentioned. 

In  one  month,  these  troops  had  marched  over  two  hundred  miles, 
upon  little  more  than  half  rations,  and  fought  nine  battles  and  skir 
mishes,  killed,  wounded  and  captured  nearly  as  many  men  as  we  had 
in  our  ranks,  besides  taking  arms  and  other  munitions  of  war  in  larg 
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quantities.  I  would  that  I  could  do  justice  to  all  of  these  gallant 
officers  and  men  in  this  report.  As  that  is  impossible,  I  shall  only 
mention  those  most  prominently  distinguished.  These  were  Major 
General  R.  II.  Anderson,  on  the  plains  of  Manassas,  at  Harper's 
Ferry  and  at  Sharpsburg,  where  He  was  wounded  severely.  Briga 
dier  General  1).  R.  Jones,  at  Thoroughfare  Gap,  Manassas  plains, 
Boonsboro'  and  Sharpsburg.  Brigadier  General  R.  Toombs,  at 
Manassas  plains,  in  his  gallant  defence  of  the  bridge  at  Antietan), 
and  in  his  vigorous  charge  against  the  enemy's  flank.  He  was  severely 
wounded  at  the  close  of  the  engagement.  Brigadier  General  Wilco.i, 
at  Manassas  plains,  on  the  29th  and  30th  of  August,  afterwards 
absent  sick.  Brigadier  General  Garnett,  at  Boonsboro'  and  Sharps 
burg.  Brigadier  General  Evans,  on  the  plains  at  Manassas,  both  oa 
the  29th  and  30th  of  August,  and  at  Sharpsburg.  Brigadier  Gene 
ral  Kemper,  at  Manassas  plains,  Boonsboro'  and  Sharpsburg.  Brig 
adier  General  Hood  and  Colonels  Law  and  Wofford,  at,  Manassas 
plains,  and  on  the  29th  and  30th  of  August,  Boonsboro'  and  at 
Sharpsburg,  on  the  16th  and  17th.  Colonel  G.  T.  Anderson,  com 
manding  1).  R.  Jones'  brigade,  at  Thoroughfare  Gap,  Manassas  plains, 
Boonsboro'  and  Sharpsburg.  Brigadier  General  Mahone,  at  Manassas 
plains,  where  he  received  a  severe  wound.  Brigadier  "General  R.  A. 
Pryor,  at  Sharpsburg.  Brigadier  General  Jenkins,  at  Manassas 
plains,  on  the  29th  and  30th  of  August ;  on  the  last  day  severely 
wounded  Colonels  Hunton,  Corse,  Stuart,  Stevens,  Hately,  (severely 
wounded,)  and  Walker,  (commanding  Jenkins'  brigade,  after  the  latter 
was  wounded,)  at  Manassas  plains,  Boonshoro'  and  Sharpsburg. 
Colonel  Posey,  at  Manassas  plains  and  Sharpsburg,  where  he  com 
manded  Featherston's  brigade.  Colonel  Benning,  at  Manassas  plains 
and  Sharpsburg.  At  Sharpsburg,  Captain  Miller,  of  the  Washington 
artillery,  was  particularly  distinguished.  Colonel  Walton,  of  the 
Washington  artillery,  at  Rappahannock  Station,  Manassas  plains 
(August  29th)  and  Sharpsburg.  And  Major  Garnett,  at  Rappahan 
nock  Station.  Lieutenant  Colonels  Skinner  and  Marye,  at  Manassas 
plains,  where  they  were  both  severely  wounded.  Major  Walker,  at 
Thoroughfare  Gap  and  Manassas  plains.  In  the  latter  engagement, 
this  gallant  officer  was  mortally  wounded. 

It  is  with  no  common  feeling  that  I  recount  the  loss,  at  Manassas 
plains,  of  Colonels  Gadberry,  eighteenth  South  Carolina,  Means, 
seventeenth  South  Carolina,  Moore,  second  South  Carolina,  Glover, 
first  South  Carolina,  Nelson,  seventh  Georgia,  and  Lieutenant  Colo 
nel  Upton,  fifth  Texas.  At  Boonsboro,  Colonel  J.  B.  Strange,  nine 
teenth  Virginia  volunteers,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  McLemore,  fourth 
Alabama,  and,  at  Sharpsburg,  Colonel  Liddell,  eleventh  Mississippi. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Coppens  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Holmes,  second 
Georgia  volunteers.  These  valuable  and  gallant  officers  fell  in  the 
unflinching  performance  of  their  duty,  bravely  and  successfully  head 
ing  their  commands  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight. 

To  my  staff  officers,  Major  G.  M.  Sorrell,  Assistant  Adjutant  Gene 
ral,  who  was  wounded  at  Sharpsburg,  Lieutenant  Colonel  P.  T.  Man- 
aing,  Chief  of  Ordnance,  Major  J.  W.  Fairfax,  Major  Thomas  Walton, 
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T/ho  was  also  wounded  at  Sharpsburg,  Captain  Thomas  Goree  and 
Lieutenant  R.  W.  Blackwell,  I  am  under  renewed  and  lasting  obliga 
tions.  These  officers,  full  of  courage,  intelligence,  patience  and  ex 
perience,  were  able  to  give  directions  to  commands  such  as  they 
thought  proper,  which  were  at  once  approved,  and  commanded  my 
admiration.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Blunt  volunteered  his  services  to  me 
at  Boonsboro',  and  was,  both  there  and  at  Sharpsburg,  of  material  ser 
vice  to  me.  The  medical  department,  in  charge  of  Surgeon  Cullen, 
v;ere  active  and  unremitting  ia  the  care  of* the  wounded,  and  have  my 
thanks  for  their  humane  efforts. 

My  party  of  couriers  were  zealous,  active  and  brave.  They  are 
;istly  entitled  to  praise  for  the  manly  fortitude  and  courageous  con 
duct  shown  by  them  in  the  trying  scenes  of  the  campaign.  The  cav 
alry  escort,  commanded  by  Captain  Doby,  have  my  thanks  for  meri 
torious  conduct  and  valuable  aid.  Cap- am  Doby,  Lieutenants  Bonny 
snd  Matthieson,  Sergeants  Lee  and  Ilaile,  and  Corporals  Whitaker 
and  Salmond,  were  distinguished  in  the  active  and  fearless  performance 
of  their  arduous  duties. 

I  am  indebted  to  Colonel  R.  II.  Chilton,  Colonel  Long,  Majors  Tay- 
Lr,  Marshall,  Venable  and  Talcott,  and  Captains  Mason  and  Johnson, 
of  the  staff  of  the  commanding  General,  for  great  courtesy  and  kind- 
C.38S  in  assisting  me  on  the  different  battle  fields. 

I  respectfully  ask  the  attention  of  the  commanding  General  to  the 
re-ports  of  division,  brigade,  and  other  commanders,  and  approve  their 
t.  gh  encomiums  of  their  officers  and  men. 

Reports  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing  have  already  been  for 
warded. 

I  remain,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant  General  commanding. 
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REPORT  OF  GENERAL  JACKSON  OF  OPERATIONS  FROM 
IOTH    AUGUST  TO  STB  SEPTEMBER,  1862. 

COTTAGE  HOUSE,  N.  C.,  May  22,  1863. 

Colonel  R.  H.  CHFLTON, 

A.  A.  and  I.  General,  Department  N.  V.  : 

COLONEL:  On  opening  General  Jackson's  trunk  in  Lexington,  Vir 
ginia,  we  found  in  it  the  accompanying  report  of  the  operations  of 
his  command,  from  the  15th  of  August  to  5th  of  September,  1862. 
Also  an  unfinished  report  embracing  operations  of  his  command  from  5th 
of  September  to  the  end  of  the  Maryland  campaign.  The  unfinished 
report  Lieutenant  Smith,  A.  D.  C.,  has.  He  intends  giving  it  to 
Colonel  Faulkner  to  finish;  it  will  then  be  forwarded. 
I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  MORRISON,  A.  D.  C. 

to  Lieut.  GcneralJackson. 


SECOND  CORPS,  A.  N.  V.,  April  27,  1863. 

Brigadier  General  R.  II.  CHILTON, 

A.  A.  A.  General,  Headquarters  Dtp* t  A.  N.  V.  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of 
the  operations  of  my  command  from  the  15th  of  August  to  the  5th 
day  of  September,  1862,  embracing  the  several  engagements  of  Ma- 
nassas  Junction,  Bristoe  Station,  Ox  Hill,  and  so  much  of  the  battle 
of  Groveton,  on  the  28th,  29th  and  3()th  of  August  as  was  fought  by 
the  troops  under  my  command : 

On  the  15th  of  August,  in  obediedience  to  instructions  from  the 
commanding  General,  I  left  my  encampment  near  Gordonsville,  and, 
passing  Orange  Court-House,  encamped  in  the  evening  near  Mount 
Pipgah  church,  where  I  remained  until  the  20th,  when,  in  accordance 
with  my  instructions,  whilst  General  Longstreet  was  crossing  at  Rac 
coon  ford,  I  crossed  the  same  river  at  Somerville  ford.  The  com 
mand  encamped  for  the  night  near  Stevensburg.  My  command  at 
this  time  comprised  Swell's,  A.  P.  Hill's  and  Jackson's  divisions. 
Ewell's  was  composed  of  the  brigades  of  Generals  Lawton,  Early, 
Hays,  (Colonel  Forno  commanding)  and  and  Trimble,  with  the  bat 
teries  of  Brown,  Dement,  Latimer,  Balthis  and  D'Aquin.  A. 
P.  Hill's  division  was  composed  of  the  brigades  of  Generals  Branch, 
Gregg,  Field,  Pender,  Archer  and  Colonel  Thomas,  with  the  batte 
ries  of  Braxton,  Latham,  Crenshaw,  Mclntosh,  Davidson  and  Pe- 
gram.  Jackson's  division,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  William 
B.  Taliaferro,  was  composed  of  Winder's  brigade,  (Colonel  Baylor 
commanding,)  Colonel  Campbell's  brigade,  (Major  John  Seddon  com- 
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manding,)  Brigadier  General  William  B.  Taliaferro's  brigade,  (Colo 
nel  A.  G.  Taliaferro  commanding,)  and  Starke's  brigade,  with  the 
batteries  of  Brockenbrough,  Wooding,  Poafrue,  Carpenter,  Caskie 
and  Raines.  Major  General  Stuart,  with  his  cavalry,  co-operated 
during  the  expedition,  and  I  shall  more  than  once  have  to  acknowl- 
,  edge  my  obligations  for  the  valuable  and  efficient  aid  which  he  ren 
dered. 

Ealy  ©n  the  morning  of  the  21st,  the  command  left  its  encampment 
.and  moved  in  the  direction  of  Beverly's  ford,  on  the  Rappahannock, 
General  Taliaferro's  command  in  the  lead.  On  approaching  the  ford, 
the  enemy  was  seen  on  the  opposite  bank  Batteries  of  that  division, 
under  the  direction  of  Major  Shumaker,  chief  of  artillery,  were  placed 
in  position,  which,  after  a  short  resistance,  (as  reported  by  General 
Taliaferro,)  silenced  the  enemy's  guns,  and  dispersed  his  infantry. 
Major  General  Stuart  had  crossed  with  a  portion  of  his  cavalrx ,  sup 
ported  by  some  pieces  of  artillery,  and,  after  skirmishing  with  the  en 
emy  a  few  hours,  taking  some  prisoners  and  arms,  returned  with  the 
information  that  the  Federal  forces  were  moving  in  strength  upon  his 
position,  and  were  close  at  hand.  The  enemy  soon  appeared  on  the 
opposite  bank,  and  an  animated  firing  was  opened,  and,  to  a  consid 
erable  extent,  kept  up  across  the  river  for  the  rest  of  the  day,  be 
tween  the  Federal  artillery  and  the  batteries  of  Taliaferro's  com 
mand. 

On  the  following  morning,  (22d,)  the  three  divisions  continued  their 
march  up  the  bank  of  the  Rappahannock,  General  Ewell  in  the  ad 
vance,  and  crossed  Hazel  river,  one  of  its  tributaries,  at  Wellford's 
mill,  near  which  General  Trimble  was  left  with  his  brigade  to  protect 
the  flank  of  our  wagon  train  from  the  enemy,  who  was  moving  up  tho 
north  side  of  the  Rappahannock,  simultaneously  with  the  advance  of 
our  troops  on  the  south  side. 

About  twelve  M.,  a  small  party  surprised  part  of  the  train,  and 
captured  some  ambulances  and  mules,  which  were,  however,  soon  re 
covered,  and  some  prisoners  taken,  who  gave  information  that  a  moro 
considerable  Federal  force  had  crossed  the  river. 

About  four,  P.  M.,  General  Trimble,  supported  by  General  Hood, 
(who  was  the  advance  of  Longstreet's  command,)  had  a  sharp  engage 
ment  with  this  force,  in  which,  after  gallantly  charging  and  taking 
a  number  of  prisoners,  they  drove  the  residue,  with  severe  loss, 
across  the  river,  under  the  protection  of  the  guns  of  the  main  body 
of  the  Federal  army,  on  the  opposite  side.  In  the  meantime  the  com 
mand  passed  Freeman's  ford,  which  it  found  strongly  guarded,  and 
moved  on  to  a  point  opppsite  the  Fauquier  White  Sulphur  Springs, 
where  we  found  the  bridge  destroyed,  and  other  evidence  that  the  en- 
em;?  was  in  close  proximity. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  22d,  the  thirteenth  Georgia,  Colonel  Do^g- 
las,  Brown's  and  Dement's  batteries  of  four  guns  each,  and  Early 's 
brigi.de,  crossing  over,  took  possession  of  the  Springs  and  adjacent 
heights,  and  taking  some  prisoners  and  incurring  some  risk  from  the 
rain  and  sudden  rise  of  tjie  water,  which  for  a  few  hours  cut  off  com 
munication  with  the  main  body.  In  this  critical  situation,  the  skill 


92 

and  presence  of  mind  of  General  Early,  was  favorably  displayed.  It 
was  deemed  advisable  not  to  attempt  a  passage  at  that  point,  but  to 
proceed  higer  up  the  river. 

By  dawn,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  General  Early,  by  means  of 
a  temporary  bridge,  which  had  been  constructed  for  his  relief,  had  his 
troops  and  artillery  safely  on  the  southern  side. 

On  the  24th,  there  was  a  fierce  cannonade  between  General  11111*8 
artillery  and  that  of  the  enemy  across  the  river.  In  the  meantime, 
General  Stuart,  who  had  preceded  me,  crossed  the  Rappahannock, 
striking  the  enemy  in  his  rear,  making  his  brilliant  night  attack  upon 
his  camp  at  Catlett'S  Station,  capturing  many  prisoners,  personal 
baggage  of  General  Pope,  and  hi?  despatch  book,  containing  informa 
tion  of  valfte  to  us  in  this  expedition.  In  the  evening,  we  moved 
near  Jeffersonton.  Pursuing  the  instructions  of  the  commanding 
General,  I  left  Jeffersonton  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  to  throw  my 
command  between  Washington  city  and  the  army  of  General  Pope, 
and  to  break  up  his  railroad  communication  with  the  Federal  capital. 
Taking  the  route  by  Amissvilie,  crossing  Hedgeman  river,  one  of  the 
tributaries  of  the  Rappahannock,  at  Henson's  mill,  and  moving  via 
Orlean,  we  reached  the  vicinity  of  Salem,  after  a  severe  days'  march, 
and  bivouacked  there  for  the  night. 

On  the  next  day,  (26th,)  the  march  was  continued,  diverging  to  the 
right  at  Salem,  crossing  the  Bull  Run  mountain  through  Thor 
oughfare  Gap,  and,  passing  Gainesville,  we  reached  Bristoe  Station 
on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad  after  sunset. 

At  Gainesville,  I  was  joined  by  General  Stuart,  who,  after  leaving 
the  vicinity  of  Waterloo  Bridge,  about  two  o'clock,  A.  M.,  had.  by  a 
rapid  march,  come  up  in  time  to  render  all  useful  assistance.  lie 
kept  upon  my  right  flank  during  the  residue  of  the  day.  My  com 
mand  was  now  in  rear"  of  General  Pope's  army,  separating  it  from  the 
Federal  capital  and  its  base  of  supply.  As  we  approached  Bristoe 
Station,  the  sound  of  cars  coming  from  the  direction  of  Warrenton 
Junction,  was  heard,  and  General  Ewell  divided  his  force  so  as  to 
take  simultaneous  possession  of  the  two  points  of  the  railroad.  Col 
onel  Muriford,  with  the  second  Virginia  cavalry,  co  operated  in  this 
movement.  Two  trains  of  cars  and  some  prisoners  were  captured, 
the  largest  portion  of  the  small  Federal  force  at  that  point  making 
its  escape.  Learning  that  the  enemy  had  collected  at  Manassas 
Junction,  a  station  about  seven  miles  distant,  stores  of  great  value, 
I  deemed  it  important  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  securing  them. 
Notwithstanding  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  fatiguing  march 
which  would,  since  dawn,  be  over  thirty  miles,  before  reaching  the 
Junction,  Brigadier  General  Trimble  volunteered  to  proceed  there 
forthwith,  with  the  twenty-first  North  Carolina,  (Lieutenant  Colonel 
Fttltou  commanding,)  and  the  twenty-first  Georgia,  (Major  Glover  com 
manding,)  in  all,  about  five  hundred  men,  and  capture  the  place.  I 
accepted  the  gallant  offer,  and  gave  him  orders  to  move  without  de 
lay.  In  order  to  increase  the  prospect  of  success,  Major  General 
Stuart,  with  a  portion  of  his  cavalry,  was  .subsequently  directed  to 
move  forward,  and,  as  the  ranking  officer,  to  take  command  of  the 
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expedition.  The  duty  was  cheerfully  undertaken  by  all  who  were 
assigned  to  it,  and  most  promptly  and  successfully  executed.  Not 
withstanding  the  Federal  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  oiir  infantry 
dispersed  the  troops  placed  there  for  the  defence  of  the  place,  and 
captured  eight  guns,  with  seventy  two  horses,  equipments  and  am 
munition  complete,  immense  supplies  of  commissary  and  quartermas 
ter  stores,  upwards  of  two  hundred  new  tents;  and  General  Trimble 
also  reports  the  capture  of  over  three  hundred  prisoners,  and  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  horses,  exclusive  of  those  belonging  to  the 
artillery,  besides  recovering  over  two  hundred  negroes.  The  next 
morning,  the  divisions  under  command  of  Generals  Hill  and  Talia- 
ferro,  moved  to  Manassas  Junction,  the  division  of  General  Ewell 
remaining  at  Bristoe  Station.  About  a  mile  before  reaching  the 
Junction,  Colonel  Baylor  encountered  and  dispersed  a  regiment  of 
Federal  cavalry.  Soon  after  the  advance  of  the  troops  from  Bristoe 
Station  reached  the  Junction,  they  were  fired  upoa  by  a  distant  bat 
tery  of  the  enemy  posted  in  the  direction  of  the  battle-field  of  Ma 
nassas.  This  artillery  was  soon  driven  off,  and  retreated  ia  the 
direction  of  Centreville.  Soon  after,  a  consi  ierable  body  of  Federal 
infantry,  under  Brigadier  General  Taylor,  of  New  Jersey,  came  in 
sight,  hiving,  it  is  believed,  that  morning  left  Alexandria  in  the  cars, 
and  boldly  pushed  forward  to  recover  the  position  and  stores  which 
had  been  lost  the  previous  night.  The  advance  was  made  with  great 
spirit  and  determination,  and  under  a  leader  worthy  of  a  better  cause. 
Assailed  by  the  batteries,  of  Poague  and  Carpenter,  and  some  of  Gen 
eral  Hill's  division,  and  apparently  seeing  that  there  was  danger  of 
its  retreat  being  cut  oif  by  our  other  troops  if  it  continued  to  move 
forward,  it  soon  commenced  retreating,  and,  being  subjected  to  a  heavy 
fire  from  oiir  batteries,  was  soon  routed,  leaving  its  killed  and 
wounded  upon  the  field.  Several  brigades  of  General  Hill's  division 
pressed  forward  in  pursuit.  In  this  conflict,  the  Federal  commander, 
General  Taylor,  was  mortally  wounded. 

Our  loss  was  small.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  heavy  col 
umns  of  the  enemy  were  seen  approaching  Bristoe  Station  from  the 
direction  of  Warrenton  Junction,  and  on  the  right  of  the  railroad. 
General  Ewell  promptly  made  dispositions  to  meet  them.  So  soon  as 
the  entmy  came  within  range,  the  batteries  of  his  division  opened 
upon  them  from  their  several  positions,  as  did  also  the  sixth  and 
eighth  Louisiana  and  sixtieth  Georgia  regiments.  By  this  combined 
fire,  two  columns  of  the  enemy,  of  not  less  than  a  brigade  each,  were 
driven  back.  But  fresh  columns  soon  supplied  their  places,  and  it 
was  obvious  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  in  heavy  force.  General 
EwelPs  instructions  were,  if  hard  pressed,  to  fall  back  and  join  the 
main  command  at  Manassas  Junction,  and  orders  were  accordingly 
given  for  the  withdrawal  of  his  forces  north  of  Broad  Run.  At  thi 
moment  of  issuing  this  order,  a  portion  of  the  troops  were  actively 
engaged,  and  the  enemy  advancing,  and  yet  the  withdrawal  of  the 
infantry  and  artillery  was  conducted  with  perfect  order,  Genera! 
Early  closing  up  the  rear.  The  Federate  halted  near  Bristoe  Station, 
and  General  Ewell  moved  without  further  molestation,  Colone? 
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Munford,  of  the  second,  and  Colonel  Rosser,  of  the  fifth  Virginia 
cavalry,  bringing  up  his  rear  to  Manassas.  The  destruction  of  the 
railroad  bridge  across  Broad  Run  was  entrusted  to  Lieutenant  (now 
Captain)  Boswell,  of  the  engineer  corps,  under  whose  superinten 
dence  the  duty  was  promptly  and  efficiently  executed.  Orders  were 
given  to  supply  the  troops  with  rations  and  other  articles  which  they 
could  properly  make  subservient  to  their  use  from  the  captured  prop 
erty.  It  was  vast  in  quantity  and  of  great  value,  comprising  fifty 
thousand  pounds  of  bacon,  one  thousand  barrels  of  corn-beef,  two 
thousand  barrels  of  salt  pork,  two  thousand  barrels  of  flour,  quarter 
masters',  ordnance, -and  sutlers'  stores,  deposited  in  buildings  and  fill 
ing  two  trains  of  cars.  Having  appropriated  all  that  we  could  use, 
and  unwilling  that  the  residue  should  again  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  who  took  possession  of  the  place  the  following  day,  orders 
were  given  to  destroy  all  that  remained  after  supplying  the  immediate 
wants  of  the'army.  This  was  done  during  the  night. 

General  Taliaferro  moved  his  division  that  night  across  to  the 
Warrenton  and  Alexandria  turnpike,  pursuing  the  road  to  Sudley 
mill,  and  crossing  the  turnpike  in  the  vicinity  of  Groveton,  halted 
near  the  battle-field  on  the  21st  of  July,  1861f.  EwelPs  and  Hill's 
divisions  joined  Jackson's  on  the  28th.  My  command  had  hardly 
concentrated  north  of  the  turnpike  before  the  enemy's  advance  reached 
the  vicinity  of  Groveton  from  the  direction  of  Warrenton  General 
Stuart  kept  me  advised  of  the  general  movements  of  the  enemy, 
whilst  Colonel  Rosser,  of  the  cavalry,  with  his  command,  and  Colo 
nel  Bradley  T.  Johnson,  commanding  Campbell's  brigade,  remained 
In  front  of  the  Federals  and  operated  against  their  advance.  Dis 
positions  were  promptly  made  to  attack  the  enemy,  based  upon  the 
idea  that  he  would  continue  to  press  forward  upon  the  turnpike  to 
wards  Alexandria.  But  as  he  did  not  appear  to  advance  in  force, 
and  there  was  reason  to  believe  his  main  body  was  leaving  the  road, 
and  inclining  towards  Manassas  Junction,  my  command  was  advanced 
through  the  woods,  leaving  Groveton  on  the  left,  until  it  reached  a 
commanding  position  near  Brawner's  house.  By  this  time  it  was 
near  sunset,  but  his  column  appeared  to  be  moving  by  with  its  flank 
exposed.  I  determined  to  attack  at  once,  which  was  vigorously  done 
by  the  divisions  of  Taliaferro  and  Ewell.  The  batteries  of  Wooding, 
Poague  and  Carpenter  were  placed  in  position  in  front  of  Starke  3 
brigade,  arid  above  the  village  of  Groveton,  and  firing  over  the  heads 
of  our  skirmishers,  poured  a  heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell  upon  the 
enemy.  This  was  responded  to  by  a  very  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy, 
forcing  our  batteries  to  select  another  position.  By  this  time,  Talia 
ferro' s  command,  with  Lawton's  and  Trimble, s  brigades  on  his  left, 
were  advanced  from  the  woods  to  the  open  field,  and  were  now  mov 
ing  in  gallant  style  until  they  reached  an  orchard  on  the  right  of  our 
line,  arid  were  less  than  a  hundred  yards  from  a  large  force  of  the 
enemy.  The  conflict  here  was  fierce  and  sanguinary.  Although 
largely  reinforced,  the  Federals  did  not  attempt  to  advance,  but 
maintained  their  ground  with  obstinate  determination.  Both  lines 
stood  exposed  to  the  discharge  of  musketry  and  artillery,  until  about 
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nine  o'clock,  when  the  enemy  slowly  fell  back,  yielding  the  field  to 
our  troops.  The  loss  on  both  sides  was  heavy,  and  among  our 
wounded  were  Major  General  Ewell  and  Brigadier  General  Taliaferro-, 
the  latter,  after  a  few  months,  was  able  to  assume  his  duties,  the  for 
mer,  I  regret  to  say,  is  still  disabled  by  his  wound,  and  the  army 
thus  deprived  of  his  valuable  services. 

This  obstinate  resistance  of  the  enemy  appears  to  have  been  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  flank  of  his  column  until  it  should  pass 
the  position  occupied  by  our  troops.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  get 
ting  artillery  through  the  woods,  I  did  not  have  so  much  of  that  arm 
as  I  desired  at  the  opening  of  the  engagement ;  but  this  want  was  met 
by  Major  Pelham,  with  the  Suart  horse  artillery,  who  dashed  forward 
on  my  right  and  opened  upon  the  enemy  at  a  moment  when  his  ser 
vices  were  much  needed.  Although  the  enemy  moved  off  undercover 
of  the  night,  and  left  us  in  quiet  possession  of  the  field,  he  did  not 
long  permit  us  to  remain  inactive,  or  in  doubt  as  to  his  intention  to 
renew  the  conflict.  The  next  morning  I  found  that  he  had  abandoned 
the  ground  occupied  as  the  battle-field  the  evening  before,  and  had 
moved  further  to  the  east,  and  to  my  left,  placing  himself  between 
my  command  and  the  Federal  capital.  My  troops  on  this  day  were 
distributed  along  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  cut  of  an  unfinished  rail 
road,  (intended  as  a  part  of  the  track  to  connect  the  Manassas  road 
directly  with  Alexandria,  (stretching  from  the  Warrenton  turnpike 
in  the  direction  of  Sudley  mill.  It  was  mainly  along  the  excava 
tion  of  this  unfinished  road  that  my  line  of  battle  was  formed  on  the 
39th,  Jackson's  division,  under  Brigadier  General  Starke,  on  the 
right,  Swell's  division,  under  Brigadier  General  Lawton,  in  .the  cen 
tre,  and  Hill's  division  on  the  left.  In  the  morning,  about  ten  o'clock, 
the  Federal  artillery  opened  with  spirit  and  animation  upon  our  light, 
which  was  soon  replied  to  by  the  batteries  of  Poague,  Carpenter,  De 
ment,  Brockenbrough,  and  Latimer,  under  Major  Shumaker.  This 
lasted  for  some  time,  when  the  enemy  moved  around  more  to  our  left 
to  another  point  of  attack.  His  next  effort  was  directed  against  our 
left.  This  was  vigorously  repulsed  by  the  batteries  of  Braxton, 
Crenshaw,  and  Pegram.  About  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  Federal  in 
fantry,  in  large  force,  advanced  to  the  attack  of  our  left,  occupied  by 
the  division  of  General  Hill.  It  pressed  forward  in  defiance  of 
oifr- fatal  and  destructive  fire  with  great  determination,  a  portion  of 
It  crossing  a  deep  cut  in  the  railroad  track,  and  penetrating  in  heavy 
force  an  interval  of  near  a  hundred  and  seventy-five  yards,  which 
separated  the  right  of  Gregg's  from  the  left  of  Thomas'  brigade.  For 
a  short  time  Gregg's  brigade,  on  the  extreme  left,  was  isolated  from 
the  main  body  of  the  command.  But  the  fourteenth  South  Carolina 
regiment,  then  in  reserve,  with  the  forty -ninth  Georgia,  left  of  Col. 
Thomas',  attacked  the  exultant  enemy  with  vigor,  and  drove  them  back 
across  the  railroad  track  with  great  slaughter.  Gen.  McGowan  re 
ports  that  the  opposing  forces,  at  one  time,  delivered  their  volleys  into- 
each  other  at  the  distance  of  tea  paces.  Assault  after  assault  was 
made  on  the  left,  exhibiting  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  great  pertina 
city  and  determination,  but  sysrj  advance  was  most  successfully  and 
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gallantly  driven  back.  General  Hill  reports  that  six  separate  and 
distinct  assaults  were  thus  met  and  repulsed  by  his  division,  assisted 
by  Hays'  brigade,  Colonel  Forno  commanding.  By  this  time  the 
brigade  of  General  Gregg,  which,,  from  its  position  on  the  extreme 
left,  was  most  exposed  to  the  enemy's  attack,  had  nearly  expended  its 
ammunition.  It  had  suffered  severely  in  its  men,  and  all  its  field  offi 
cers,  except  two,  were  killed  or  wounded.  About  four  o'clock  it  had 
been  assisted  by  Hay's  brigade,  (Colonel  Forno.)  It  was  now  retired 
to  the  rear  to  take  some  repose  after  seven  hours  of  severe  service 
and  General  Early's  brigade,  of  Ewell's.  division,  with  the  eighth  Lou 
isiana  regiment,  took  its  place.  On  reaching  bis  position,  General 
Early  found  that  the  enemy  had  obtained  possession  of  the  railroad  and 
a  piece  of  wood  in  front,  there  being  at  this  point  a  deep  cut,  which 
furnished  a  strong  defence.  Moving  through  a  field,  he  advanced 
upon  the  enemy,  drove  them  frorn^  the  wood  and  railroad  cut  with 
great  slaughter,  and  followed  in  pursuit  some  two  hundred  yards. 
5'he  thirteenth  Georgia  at  the  same  time  advanced  to  tlie  railroad  and 
crossed  with  Early's  brigade.  As  it  was  not  desirable  to  bring  on  a 
general  engagement  that  evening,  General  Early  was  recalled  to  the 
railroad,  where  Thomas,  Fender  and  Archer  had  firmly  maintained 
their  positions  during  the  day.  Early  kept  his  position  there  until 
the  following  morning.  Brigadier  General  Field  and  Colonel  Forno 
(commanding  Hays'  brigade)  were  severely  wounded.  Brigadier 
General  Trimble  was  also  seriously  wounded.  Daring  the  day, 
a  force  of  the  enemy  penetrated  the  wood  in  my  rear,  endanger 
ing  the  safety  of  my  ambulances  and  train.  Upon  being  advised  of 
this,  by  General  Stuart,  I  sent  a  body  of  infantry  to  drive  them  from 
the  woocP  But  in  the  meantime,  the  vigilant  Pelham  had  unlim- 
bcred  his  battery  and  dispersed  that  portion  of  them  which  had 
reached  the  wood.  At  a  later  period,  Major  Patrick,  of  the  cavalry, 
who  was  by  General  Stuart  entrusted  with  guarding  the  train,  was 
attacked,  and  although  it  was  promptly  and  effectually  repulsed,  it 
was  not  without  the  loss  of  that  intrepid  officer,  who  fell  in  the  attack 
whilst  setting  an  example  of  gallantry  to  his  men  well  worthy  of  imi 
tation.  During  the  day,  the  commanding  General  arrived,  and  also 
General  Longstreet,  with  his  command.  On  the  following  day,  (3uth) 
my  command  occupied  the  ground,  and  the  divisions  the  same  relative 
position  to  each  other,  and  to  the  field,  which  they  held  the  day  be 
fore,  forming  the  left  wing  of  the  army.  General  Longstreet's  com 
mand  formed  the  right  wing.  A  large  quantity  of  artillery  was 
posted  upon  a  commanding  eminence  in  the  centre. 

After  some  desultory  skirmishing  and  heavy  cannonading  during 
the  day,  the  Federal  infantry,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
moved  from  under  cover  of  the  wood  and  advanced  in  several  lines, 
first  engaging  the  right,  but  soon  extending  its  attack  to  the  centre 
and  left.  In  a  few  moments  our  entire  line  was  engaged  in  a  fierce 
and  sanguinary  struggle  with  the  enemy.  As  one  line  was  repulsed, 
another  took  its  place  and  pressed  forward  as  if  determined,  by  force 
of  numbers  and-fury  of  assault,  to  drive  us  from  our  positions.  So 
impetuous  and  yrell  sustained  were  these  onsets  as  to  induce  me  to 
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•send  to  the  commanding  General  for  reinforcements,  bat  the  timely 
and  gallant  advance  of  General  Longstreet,  on  the  right,  relieved  my 
troops  from  the  pressure  of  overwhelming  numbers  and  gave  to  thosa 
brave  men  the  chances  of  a  more  equal  conflict.  As  Longstreet 
pressed  upon  the  right,  the  Federal  advance  was  checked,  and  soon  a 
.general  advance  of  my  whole  line  was  ordered.  Eagerly  and  fiercely 
did  each  brigade  press  forward,  exhibiting  in  parts  of  the  field  scenes 
of  close  eecounter  and  murderous  strife  not  witnessed  often  in  the 
turmoil  of  battle.  The  Federals  gave  way  before  our  troops,  fell 
back  in  disorder,  and  Sed  precipitately,  leaving  their  dead  and 
wounded  on  the  field.  During  their  retreat  the  artillery  opened  with 
destructive  power  upon  the  fugitive  masses.  The  infantry  followed 
until  darkness  put  an  end  to  the  pursuit. 

Our  loss  was  heavy  ;  that  of  the  enemy,  as  shown  by.  the  battle  - 
iield,  of  which  we  were  in  possession,  much  heavier.  Among  the 
losses  was  Colonel  Baylor,  commanding  Winder's  brigade,  who  fell  in. 
front  of~his  brigade,  whilst  nobly  leading  it  on  to  the  charge.  We 
captured  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  with  their  caissons,  and  six  thou 
sand  five  hundred  and  twenty  small  arms  were  collected  from  the 
battle-field. 

It  being  ascertained  next  morning  that  the  Federal  army  had 
retreated  in  the  direction  of  Centreville,  I  was  ordered  by  the  com 
manding  General  to  turn  that  position.  Crossing  Bull  Run  at 
Sudley  ford,  thence  pursuing  a  country  road  until  we  reached  the 
Little  River  turnpike,  which  we  followed  in  the  direction  of  Fairfax 
Court- House  until  the  troops  halted  for  the  night.  Early  next  morn 
ing,  September  1st,  we  moved  forward,  and  late  in  the  evening,  after 
reaching  Ox  Hill,  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy,  who  were  in  posi 
tion  on  our  right  and  front,  covering  his  line  of  retreat  from  Centre 
ville  to  Fairfax  Court-House.  Our  line  of  battle  was  formed — 
General  Hill's  division  on  the  right ;  Ewell's  division,  General 
Lawton  commanding,  in  the  centre ;  and  Jackson's  division,  General 
Starke  commanding,  on  the  left — all  on  the  right  of  the  turnpike 
road.  Artillery  was  posted  on  am  eminence  to  the  left  of  the  road. 
Th«  brigades  of  Branch  and  Field,  Colonel  Brockenbrough  command' 
ing  the  latter,  were  sent  forward  to  feel  and  engage  the  enemy.  A. 
cold  and  drenching  thunder  shower  swept  over  the  field  at  this  timef 
striking  directly  into  the  faces  of  our  troops.  These  two  brigades 
gallantly  engaged  the  enemy,  but  so  severe  was  the  fire  in  front  and 
flank  of  Branch's  brigade  as  to  produce  in  it  some  disorder  and  fall 
ing  back.  The  brigades  of  Gregg,  Thomas  and  Fender  were  then, 
thrown  into  the  fight.  Soon  a  portion  of  Swell's  division  became 
engaged.  The  conflict  now  raged  with  great  fury,  the  enemy  obsti 
nately  and  desperately  contesting  the  ground  until  their  Generals 
Kearney  and  Stephens  fell  in  front  of  Thomas'  brigade,  after  which 
they  retired  from  the  field. 

By  the  following  morning  the  Federal  army  had  entirely  disappeared 
from  our  view,  and  it  soon  appeared,  by  a  report  from  General  Stuart, 
that  it  had  passed  Fairfax  Court-House  and  had  moved  in  the  direc 
tion  of  Washington  city. 
7 
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On  the  3rd  of  September  we  left  Ox  Hill,  taking  the  road  by 
Dranesville  and  Leesburg,  and  on  the  4th  bivouacked  near  the  Big 
Soring,  between  Leesburg  and  the  Potomac. 

The  official  reports  of  the  casualties  of  my  command,  in  its  opera 
tions  from  the  Rappahannock  to  the  Potomac,  will  show  a  loss  of 
goventy-five  officers  killed  and  two  hundred  and  seventy-three 
wounded,  seven  hundred  and  thirty  non-commissioned  officers  and 
oncers  and  privates  killed,  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy 
four  wounded,  and  thirty-five  missing,  making  a  total  loss  of  four 
thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-seven. 

Colonel  S.  Crutchfield,  chief  of  artillery,  discharged  his  duties 
veil.  The  conduct  of  officers  and  men  during  the  various  engage 
ments  described  was  such  as  to  entitle  them  to  great  praise.  The 
wounded  were  skillfully  cared  for  by  my  medical  director,  Dr.  Hun 
ter  McGuire.  In  the  transmission  of  orders  I  was  greatly  assisted, 
during  the  expedition,  by  the  following  members  of  my  staff :  Colo- 
•&'.£.  A.  Smead,  assistant  inspector  general ;  Major  E.  F.  Paxton, 
acting  assistant  adjutant  general  ;  Captain  K.  E.  Wilbourn,  chief 
signal  officer ;  first  Lieutenant  H.  R;  Douglas,  assistant  inspector 
goneral ;  first  Lieutenant  J.  G.  Morrison,  aid-de-camp,  and  Colonel 
William  L.  Jackson,  volunteer  aid-de-camp.  Captain  Wilbourn  was 
go  severely  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Groveton  as  to  be  unable  to  go 
farther  with  the  army.  The  ordnance,  quartermaster  and  commis- 
g&ry  departments  were  well  managed  by  their  respective  chiefs, 
Majors  G.  II.  Baer,  J.  A.  Harman,  and  W.  J.  Hawks. 

For  further  information,  respecting  the  detailed  movements  of 
troops  and  the  conduct  of  individuals,  I  would  respectfully  refer  you 
to  the  accompanying  reports. 

For  these  great  and  signal  victories  our  sincere  and  humble  thanks 
are  due  unto  Almighty  God.  We  should  in  all  things  acknowledge 
the  hand  of  Him  who  reigns  in  Heaven  and  rules  among  the  armies 
of  men.  In  view  of  the  arduous  labors  and  great  privations  the 
troops  were  called  to  endure,  and  the  isolated  and  perilous  position 
which  the  command  occupied,  while  engaged  with  greatly  superior 
numbers  of  the  enemy,  we  can  but  express  the  grateful  conviction  of 
our  mind,  that  God  was  with  us  and  gave  to  us  the  victory,  and  unto 
His  holy  name  be  the  praise. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Lieutenant  General. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  GENERAL  JACKSON  OF  OPE- 
RATIONS  FROM  STH  TO  27ra  SEPTEMBER,  1862. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS,  A.  N.  V.,  ) 
April  23,  1863.      J 

Brigadier  General  R.  H.  CHILTON,  A.  A.  General: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  submit  a  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  from  the  5th  to  the  27th  of  September, 
1862,  embracing  the  capture  of  Harper's  Ferry,  the  engagement  at 
Shepherdstown  and  so  much  of  the  battle  of  Sharpsburgaa  was  fought 
by  the  troops  under  ray  command  : 

My  command  comprised  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  consisting  of  the 
brigades  of  Branch,  Gregg,  Field,  (  Colonel  Brockenbrough,  com 
manding,)  Pender,  Archer  and  Colonel  Thomas,  with  the  batteries  of 
the  division,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  R.  L.  Walker  ;  Swell's  divis 
ion,  under  Brigadier  General  Lawton,  consisting  of  the  brigades  of 
Early,  Hays,  (Colonel  Strong,)  Trimble,  (Colonel  Walker,)  and  Law 
ton,  (Colonel  Douglas,)  with  the  artillery,  under  Major  Courtnay . 
and  Jackson's  division,  under  Brigadier  General  Starke,  consisting  of 
the  brigades  of  Winder,  ( Colonel  Grigsby,  )  Jones,  ( Colonel  B*  T,. 
Johnson,)  Taliaferro,  (Colonel  Warren,)  and  Starke,  (Colonel  Staf 
ford,)  with  the  artillery,  under  Major  Shumaker,  chief  of  artillery. 

Oa  the  5th  of  September,  my  command  crossed  the  Potomac  at 
White's  ford,  and  bivouacked  that  night  near  the  Three  Springs,  in 
the  State  of  Maryland.  Not  having  any  cavalry  with  me  except  the 
Black  Horse,  under  Captain  Randolph,  I  directed  him  after  crossing 
the  Potomac,  to  take  part  of  his  company  and  scout  to  the  right,  in 
order  to  avoid  a  surprise  of  the  column  from  that  direction.  For  the 
thorough  and  efficient  manner  in  which  this  duty  was  discharged,  and 
for  the  valuable  service  rendered  generally,  whilst  attached  to  my 
headquarters,  I  desire  to  make  special  mention  of  this  company  and. 
its  officers,  Captain  Randolph  and  Lieutenants  Paine,  Tyler  and 
Smith,  who  frequently  transmitted  orders  ia  the  absence  of  staff  offi 
cers. 

The  next  day  we  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Frederick  city.  Jack 
son's  division  encamped  near  its  suburbs,  except  the  brigade  of  Gen 
eral  Jones,  (Colonel  Bradley  T.  Johnson  commanding, )  which  was 
posted  in  the  city  as  a  provost  guard.  Swell's  and  Hill's  divisions 
occupied  positions  near  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Monocacy,  guard 
ing  the  approaches  from  Washington  city. 

In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  commanding  General,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  capturing  the  Federal  forces  and  stores  then  at  Mar-. 
tinsburg  and  Harper's  Ferry,  my  command  left  the  vicinity  of  Fred-, 
erick  city  on  the  10th,  and  passing  rw)idly  through  Middletownf. 
Boonsborough  and  Williamsport,  recrossed  the  Potomac  into  Virginia 
at  Light's  ford,  on  the  llth.  General  Hill  moved  with  his  division 
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on  the  turnpike,  direct  from  Williamsport  to  Martinsburg.  The 
divisions  of  Jackson  and  Ewell  proceeded  towards  the  North  moun 
tain  depot,  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  about  seven  miles 
northwest  of  Martinsburg.  They  bivouacked  that  night  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  depot  in  order  to  prevent  the  Federal  forces,  then  at  Martins 
burg,  from  escaping  westward  unobserved.  Major  Myers,  command 
ing  the  cavalry,  sent  part  of  his  troops  as  far  south  as  the  Berkeley 
and  Hampshire  turnpike.  Brigadier  General  White,  who  was  in  com 
mand  of  the  Federal  forces  at  Martinsburg,  Becoming  advised  of  our 
approach,  evacuated  the  place  on  the  night  of  the  llth  and  retreated 
to  Harper's  Ferry. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  our  cavalry  entered  the  town,  as,  in 
the  course  of  the  day,  did  the  main  body  of  my  command.  At  this 
point,  abandoned  quartermaster,  commissary  and  ordnance  stores  fell 
into  our  hands.  Proceeding  thence  towards  Harper's  Ferry,  about 
eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  following  morning  (13th,)  the  head  of  our 
column  came  in  view  of  the  enemy,  drawn  up  in  force  upon  Bolivar 
Heights.  General  Hill,  who  was  in  the  advance,  went  into  camp  near 
Hulltown,  about  two  miles  from  the  enemy's  position.  The  two  other 
divisions  encamped  near  by. 

The  commanding  General  having  directed  Major  General  McLaws 
to  move  with  his  own  and  General  R.  H.  Anderson's  divisions  to  take 
possession  of  the  Maryland  Heights  overlooking  Harper's  Ferry,  and 
Brigadier  General  J.  G.  Walker,  pursuing  a  different  route,  to  cross 
the  Potomac  and  move  up  that  river  on  the  Virginia  side  and  occupy 
the  Loudon  Heights,  both  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  me, it 
became  necessary  before  making  the  attack  to  ascertain  whether  they 
were  in  position.  Failing  to  learn  the  fact  by  signals,  a  courier  was 
dispatched  to  each  of  those  points  for  the  required  information.  Dur 
ing  the  night  the  courier'to  the  Loudon  Heights  returned  with  ames» 
sage  from  General  Walker  that  he  was  in  position.  In  the  meantime 
General  McLaws  had  attacked  the  Federal  force  posted  to  defend  the 
Maryland  Heights,  had  routed  it,  and  taken  possession  of  that  com 
manding  position.  The  Potomac  river  flowed  between  the  positions 
respectively  occupied  by  General  McLaws  and  myself,  and  the  Shenan- 
doah  seperated  me  from  General  Walker,  and  it  became  advisable,  as 
the  speediest  mode  of  communication,  to  resort  to  signals.  Before 
the  necessary  orders  were  thus  transmitted,  the  day  was  far  advanced. 

The  enemy  had,  by  fortifications,  strengthened  the  naturally  strong 
position  he  occupied  along  Bolivar  Heights,  extending  from  near  the 
Shenandoah  to  the  Potomac.  McLaws  and  Walker,  being  thus  sepa 
rated  from  the  enemy,  by  intervening  rivers,  would  afford  no  assist 
ance  beyond  the  fire  of  their  artillery  and  guarding  certain  avenues 
of  escape  to  the  enemy.  And  from  the  reports  received  from  them, 
by  signals,  in  consequence  of  the  distance  and  range  of  their  guns, 
not  much  could  be  expected  from  their  artillery,  so  long  as  the  enemy 
retained  his  advanced  position  on  Bolivar  Heights. 

In  the  afternoon,  Genera^  Hill  was  ordered  to  move  along  the  left 
bank  of  the  Shenandoah,  turn  the  enemy's  left,  and  enter  Harper's 
Ferry.  General  LawtOD,  commanding  Swell's  division,  was  directed 
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to  move  along  the  turnpike  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  General 
Hill,  and  of  otherwise  operating  against  the  enemy  to  his  left.  Gen 
eral  J.  R.  Jones,  commanding  Jackson's  division,  was  directed,  with 
one  of  his  brigades  and  a  battery  of  artillery,  to  make  a  demonstra 
tion  against  the  enemy's  right,  whilst  the  remaining  part  of  his  com 
mand,  as  a  reserve,  moved  along  the  turnpike.  Major  Massie,  com 
manding  the  cavalry,  was  directed  to  keep  upon  our  left  flank  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  enemy  from  escaping.  Brigadier  General 
Walker  guarded  against  an  escape  across  the  Shenandoah  river. 
Fearing  lest  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  escape  across  the  Potomac, 
by  means  of  signals  I  called  the  atention  of  Major  General  McLaws, 
commanding  on  the  Maryland  Heights,  to  the  propriety  of  guarding 
against  such  an  attempt.  The  demonstration  on  the  left  against  the 
enemy's  right  was  made  by  Winder's  brigade,  (Colonel  Grigsby  com 
manding  )  It  was  ordered  to  secure  a  commanding  hill  to  the  left  of 
the  heights,  near  the  Potomac.  Promptly  dispersing  some  cavalry, 
this  eminence,  from  which  the  batteries  of  Poague  and  Carpenter  sub 
sequently  did  such  admirable  execution,  was  secured  without  diffi 
culty.  In  execution  of  the  order  given  Major  General  Hill,  he  moved 
obliquely  to  the  right  until  he  struck  the  Shenandoah  river.  Ob 
serving  an  eminence  crowning  the  extreme  left  of  the  enemy's  line, 
occupied  by  infantry,  but  without  artillery,  and  protected  only  by  an 
abattis  of  fallen  timber,  Pender,  Archer  and  Brockenbrough  were  di 
rected  to  gain  the  crest  of  that  hill,  while  Branch  and  Gregg  were 
directed  to  march  along  the  river,  and,  during  the  night,  to  take  ad 
vantage  of  the  ravines,  cutting  the  precipitous  banks  of  the  river,  and 
establish  themselves  on  the  plain  to  the  left  and  rear  of  the  enemy's 
works.  Thomas  followed  as  a  reserve.  The  execution  of  the  first  move 
ment,  was  entrusted  to  Brig.  Gen.  Pender,  who  accomplished  it  with 
slight  resistance;  and  during  the  night,  Lieut.  Colonel  Walker,  chief  of 
artillery  of  Hill's  division,  brought  up  the  batteries  of  Captains  Pe- 
gram,  Mclntosh,  Davidson,  Braxton  and  Crenshaw,  and  established 
them  upon  the  position  thus  gained.  Branch  and  Gregg  also  gained 
the  positions  indicated  for  them,  and  daybreak  found  them  in  rear  of 
the  enemy's  line  of  defence. 

As  directed,  Brigadier  General  Lawton,  commanding  Swell's  di 
vision,  moved  on  the  turnpike  in  three  columns — one  on  the  road,  and 
another  on  each  side  of  it — until  he  reached  Hulltown,  when  he 
formed  line  of  batlle  and  advanced  to  the  woods  on  School-House  hill. 
The  division  laid  on  their  arms  during  the  night,  Lawton  and  Trimble 
being  in  line  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  Hays  on  the  left,  with. 
Early  immediately  in  his  rear.  During  the  night,  Colonel  Crutch- 
field,  my  chief  of  artillery,  crossed  ten  guns  of  Ewell's  division  over 
the  Shenandoah  and  established  them  on  its  right  bank,  so  as  to  enfi 
lade  the  enemy's  position  on  Boliver  Heights,  and  take  his  nearest 
and  most  formidable  fortifications  in  reverse.  The  other  batteries  of 
Ewell's  division  were  placed  in  position  on  School-House  hill,  on  each 
side  of  the  road. 

At  dawn,  September  15th,  General  Lawton  advanced  his  division 
to  the  front  of  the  woods,  Lawton's  brigade  (Colonel  Douglas  com- 
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rnanding,)  moved  by  flank,  to  the  bottom  between  School-House  hill 
and  Bolivar  Heights,  to  support  the  advance  of  Major  General  Hill. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker  opened  a  rapid  enfilade  fire  from  all  his 
batteries  at  about  one  thousand  yards  range.  The  batteries  on  School- 
House  hill,  attacked  the  enemy's  lines  in  front.  In  a  short  time  the 
a;uns  of  Captains  Brown,  Garber,  Latimer  and  Dement,  under  the  di 
rection  of  Colonel  Crutchfield,  opened  from  the  rear.  The  batteries 
of  Poague  and  Carpenter  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy's  right.  The 
artillery  upon  the  Loudon  Heights,  of  Brigadier  General  Walker's 
command,  under  Captain  French,  which  had  silenced  the  enemy's  ar 
tillery  near  the  superintendent's  house  on  the  preceding  afternoon, 
again  opened  upon  Harper's  Ferry,  and  also  some  guns  of  Major 
General  McLaws  from  the  Maryland  Heights.  In  an  hour,  the  en 
emy's  fire  seemed  to  be  silenced,  and  the  batteries  of  General  Hill 
were  ordered  to  cease  their  fire,  which  was  the  signal  for  storming  the 
works.  General  Fender  had  commenced  his  advance,  when  the  en 
emy  again  opening,  Pegram  and  Crenshaw  moved  forward  their  bat 
teries,  and  poured  a  rapid  fire  into  the  enemy.  The  white  flag  was 
now  displayed,  and  shortly  afterwards  Brigadier  General  White  (the 
commanding  oflicer,  Colonel  D.  S.  Miles,  having  having  been  mortally 
wounded,)  with  a  garrison  of  about  eleven  thousand  men,  surrendered 
as  prisoners  of  war.  Under  this  capitulation,  wre  took  possession  of 
seventy-three  pieces  of  artillery,  some  thirteen  thousand  small  arms, 
and  other  stores.  Liberal  terms  were  granted  to  General  White,  and 
the  officers  under  his  command,  in  the  surrender,  which,  I  regret  to 
say,  do  not  seem,  from  subsequent  events,  to  have  been  properly  ap 
preciated  by  their  Government. 

Leaving  General  Hill  to  receive  the  surrender  of  the  Federal  troops, 
and  take  the  requisite  steps  for  securing  the  captured  stores,  I  moved, 
in  obedince  to  orders  from  the  commanding  General,  to  rejoin  him  in 
Maryland,  with  the  remaining  divisions  of  my  command.  By  a  se 
vere  night  march,  we  reached  the  vicinity  of  Sharpsburg  on  the  morn 
ing  of  the  IGth. 

By  direction  of  the  commanding  General,  I  advanced  on  the  en 
emy,  leaving  Sharpsburg  to  the  right,  and  took  position  to  the  left  of 
<zeneral  Longstreet,  near  a  Dunkard  church,  Ewell's  division  (Gene 
ral  Lawton  commanding)  forming  the  right,  and  Jackson's  division 
(General  J.  R.  Jones  commanding)  forming  the  left  of  my  command. 
Major  General  Stuart,  with  the  cavalry,  was  on  my  left.  Jackson's 
division  (General  Jones  commanding)  was  formed  partly  in  an  open 
field,  and  partly  in  the  woods,  with  its  right  resting  upon  the  Sharps 
burg  and  Hagerstown  turnpikes  ;  Winder's  and  Jones'  brigades  being 
in  front,  and  Taliaferro's  and  Starke's  brigades  a  short  distance  in 
their  rear,  and  Poague's  battery  on  a  knoll  in  front. 

Ewell's  division  followed  that  of  Jackson  to  the  woods  on  the  left 
of  the  road  near  the  church.  Early's  brigade  was  then  formed  on 
the  left  of  the  line  of  Jackson's  division,  to  guard  its  flank,  and 
Hays'  brigade  was  formed  in  its  rear.  Lawton's  and  Trimble's  brig 
ades  remained,  during  the  evening,  with  arms  stacked,  near  the 
church. 
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A  battery  of  the  enemy,  some  five  hundred  yards  to  the  front  of 
Jackson's  division,  opening  fire  upon  a  battery  to  the  right,  was  si 
lenced  in  twenty  minutes  by  a  rapid  and  well  directed  fire  from 
Poague's  battery.  Other  batteries  of  the  enemy  opened  soon  after 
upon  our  lines,  and  the  firing  continued  until  after  dark. 

About  ten,  I3.  M.,  Lawton's  and  Trimble's  brigades  advanced  to 
the  front  to  relieve  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Hood,  (on  the 
left  of  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill,)  which  had  been  more  or  less  en 
gaged  during  the  evening.  Trimble's  brigade-  was  posted  on  the 
right,  next  to  Ripley's,  of  D.  H.  Hill's  division,  and  Lawton's  on  the  left. 

The  troops  slept  that  night  upon  their  arms,  disturbed  by  the  oc 
casional  fire  of  the  pickets  of  the  two  armies,  who  were  in  close 
proximity  to  each  other.  At  the  first  dawn  of  day,  skirmishing  com 
menced  in  front,  and  in  a  short  time  the  Federal  batteries,  so  posted 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Anteitara  as  to  enfilade  my  line,  opened 
a  severe  and  damaging  fire.  This  was  vigorously  replied  toby  the 
batteries  of  Poague,  Carpenter,  Brockenbough,  Raines,  Caskie  and 
Wooding.  About  sunrise,  the  Federal  infantry  advanced  in  heavy 
force  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  turnpike, 
driving  in  our  skirmishers.  Batteries  were  opened  in  front  from  the 
wood  with  shell  and  canister,  and  our  troops  became  exposed,  for 
near  an  hour,  to  a  terrific  storm  of  shell,  canister  and  musketry.  Gen 
eral  Jones  having  been  compelled  to  leave  the  field,  the  command  ci 
Jackson's  division  devolved  upon  General  Starke.  With  heroic 
spirit,  our  lines  advanced  to  the  conflict,  and  maintained  their  posi 
tion  in  the  face  of  superior  numbers  with  stubborn  resolution,  some 
times  driving  the  enemy  before  them,  and  sometimes  compelled  to  fail 
back  before  their  well  sustained  and  destructive  fire.  Fresh  troops 
from  time  to  time  relieved  the  enemy's  ranks,  and  the  carnage  on 
both  sides  was  terrific.  At  this  early  hour,  General  Starke  was 
killed,  Colonel  Douglas,  (commanding  Lawton's  brigade,)  was  also 
killed.  General  Lawton,  commanding  division,  and  Colonel  Walker, 
commanding  brigade, -were  severely  wounded.  More  than  half  of  the 
brigades  of  Lawton  and  Hays  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  and 
more  than  a  third  of  Trimble's,  and  all  the  regimental  commanders 
in  those  brigades,  except  two,  were  killed  or  wounded.  Thinned  ia 
their  ranks,  and  exhausted  of  their  ammunition,  Jackson's  division 
and  the  brigades  of  Lawton,  Hays  and  Trimble,  retired  to  the  rear, 
and  Hood,  of  Longstreet's  command,  again  took  the  position  %onx 
which  he  had  been  before  relieved.  In  the  meantime,  General  Stuart 
moved  his  artillery  to  a  position  nearer  to  the  main  command,  and 
more  in  our  rear.  Early  being  now  directed,  in  consequence  of  the 
disability  of  General  Lawton,  to  take  command  of  Swell's  division, 
returned  with  his  brigade  (with  the  exception  of  the  thirteenth  Vir 
ginia  regiment,  which  remained  with  General  Stuart,)  to  the  piece  of 
wood  where  he  had  left  the  other  brigades  of  his  division  when  he  was 
separated  from  them.  Here  he  found  that  the  enemy  had  advanced 
his  infantry  near  the  wood,  in  which  was  the  Dunkard  church,  and 
had  planted  a  battery  across  the  turnpike,  near  the  edge  of  the  wood 
and  an  open  field,  and  that  the  brigades  of  Lawton,  Hays  and  Trim- 
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ble  had  fallen  back  some  distance  to  the  rear.  Finding  here  Colonel* 
Grigsby  and  Stafford,  with  a  portion  of  Jackson's  division,  which; 
formed  on  his  left,  he  determined  to  maintain  his  position  there  if  re 
inforcements  could  be  sent  to  his  support,  of  which  he  was  promptly 
assured.  Colonel  Grigsby,  with  his  small  command,  kept  in  check 
the  advance  of  the  enemy  on  the  left  flank,  while  General  Early  at 
tacked,  with  great  vigor  and  gallantry,  the  column  on  his  right  and 
front.  The  force  in  front  was  giving  way  lyider  this  attack,  when 
another  heavy  column  of  Federal  troops  were  seen  moving  across  the 
plateau  on  his  left  flank.  By  this  time  the  expected  reinforcements, 
consisting  of  Semmes'  and  Anderson's  brigades  and  a  part  of  Barks- 
dale's,  of  McLaw's  division,  arrived,  and  the  whole,  including  Grigs- 
by's  corn-maud,  now  united,  charged  upon  the  enemy,  checking  his 
advance,  then  driving  him  back,  with  great  slaughter,  entirely  from 
and  beyond  this  wood,  and  gaining  possession  of  our  original  posi 
tion.  No  further  advance,  beyond  demonstrations,  was  made  by  the 
enemy  on  the  left.  Jn  the  afternoon,  in  obedience  to  instructions 
from  the  commanding  General,  I  moved  to  the  left  with  a  view  to 
turning  the  Federal  right ;  but  I  found  his  numerous  artillery  so 
judiciously  established  in  their  front  and  extending  so  "near  to  the  Po 
tomac,  which  here  makes  a  remarkable  bend,  "as  will  be  seen  by  refer 
ence  to  the  map  herewith  annexed,  MS  to  render  it  inexpedient  to 
hazard  the  attempt.  Jn  this  movement.  Major  General  Stuart  had 
the  advance,  and  acted  his  part  well.  This  officer  rendered  valuable 
service  throughout  the  day.  His  bold  use  of  artillery  secured  for  us 
an  important  position,  which,  had  the  enemy  possessed,  might  have 
commanded  our  left.  At  the  close  of  the  day,  my  troops  held  the 
ground  which  they  had  occupied  in  the  morning.  *The  next  day  we 
remained  in  position  awaiting  another  attack.  The  enemy  continued 
in  heavy  force  west  of  the  Anteitam  on  our  left,  but  made'  no  further 
movement  to  the  attack. 

I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill  for  the  ope- 
rations  of  his  command  in  the  battle  of  Sharpsburg.  Arriving  upon 
the  battle-field  from  Harper's  Ferry  at  half-past  two  o'clock  of  the 
17th,  he  reported  to  the  commanding  General,  and  was  by  him 
directed  to  take  position  on  the  right.  I  have  not  embraced  the 
movements  of  his  division,  nor  his  killed  and  wounded  of  that  action, 
in  my  report. 

Barly  in  the  morning  of  the  19th,  we  recrossed  the  Potomac  river 
into  Virginia  near  Shepherdstown.  The  promptitude  and  success 
with  which  this  movement  was  effected  reflects  the  highest  credit  upon 
the  skill  and  energy  of  Major  Harman,  chief  quartermaster.  In  the 
evening,  the  command  moved  on  the  road  leading  to  Martinsburg, 
except  Lawton's  brigade,  (Colonel  Lamar,  of  the  sixty-first  Georgia, 
commanding,)  which  was  left  on  the  Potomac  heights. 

On  the  same  day  the  enemy  appeared  in  considerable  force  on  the 
northern  side  of  the  Potomac,  and  commenced  planting  heavy  batte 
ries  on  its  heights.  In  the  evening,  the  Federals  commenced  crossing 
under  the  protection  of  their  guns,  driving  off  Lawton's  brigade  and 
General  Pendleton's  artillery.  By  morning,  a  considerable  force  had 
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crossed  over.  Orders  were  despatched  to  Generals  Early  and  Hill, 
•who  had  advanced  some  four  miles  on  the  Martinsburg  road,  to  return 
and  drive  back  the  enemy.  General  Hill,  who  was  in  the  advance, 
as  he  approached  the  town,  formed  his  line  of  battle  in  two  lines,  the 
first  composed  of  the  brigades  of  Fender,  Gregg  and  Thomas,  under 
the  command  of  General  Gregg,  and  the  second  of  Lane's,  Archer's 
and  Brockenbrough's  brigades,  under  command  of  General  Archer. 
General  Early,  with  the  brigades  of  Early,  Trimble  and  Hays,  took 
position  in  the  wood  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  leading  to  the 
ford.  The  Federal  infantry  lined  the  high  banks  of  the  Virginia 
shore,  while  their  artillery,  formidable  in  numbers  and  weight  of 
metal,  crowned  the  opposite  heights  of  the  Potomac.  General  Hill's 
division  advanced  with  great  gallantry  against  the  Federal  infantry, 
in  the  face  of  a  continuous  discharge  of  shot  and  shell  from  their 
batteries.  The  Federals,  massing  in  front  of  Fender,  poured  a  heavy 
fire  into  his  ranks,  and  then  extending  with  a  view  to  turn  his  left, 
Archer  promptly  formed  on  Fender's  left,  when  a  simultaneous  charge 
was  made,  which  drove  the  enemy  into  the  river,  followed  by  an  ap 
palling  scene  of  the  destruction  of  human  life.  Two  hundred  pris 
oners  were  taken.  This  position,  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  we  con 
tinued  to  hold  that  day,  although  exposed  to  the  enemy's  guns  and 
within  range  of  his  sharpshooters,  posted  near  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal.  Our  infantry-  remained  at  the  river  until  relieved  by 
cavalry,  under  General  Fitzhugh  Lee. 

On  the  evening  of  the  20th,  the  command  moved  from  Shepherds- 
town  and  encamped  near  the  Opequon,  in  the  vicinity  of  Martinsburg. 
We'  remained  near  Martinsburg  until  the  27th,  when  we  moved  to 
Bunker  Hill,  in  the  county  of  Berkeley. 

The  official  list  of  casualties  of  my  command,  during  the  period 
embraced  in  this  report,  will  show  that  we  sustained  a  loss  of  thirty- 
eight  officers  killed  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  wounded,  of 
three  hundred  and  thirteen  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
killed,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine  wounded,  and  fifty- 
seven  missing  ;  making  a  total  loss  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  killed,  wounded  and  missing. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON,  Lieutenant   General. 
Official : 

CHARLES  J.  FAULKNER,  Lieut.  Col.  and  A.  A.  G. 


HEADQUARTERS  OF  LIEUTENANT  GENERAL  EWELL,  > 

July,    1663.  *  J 

MAJOR:  I  herewith  forward  to  you  the  last  of  General  Jackson's 
official  report.  I  found  the  two  missing  pages,  and  had  the  whole 
re-copied.  You  will  now  oblige  me  by  having  my  resignation  ap 
proved  by  General  Lee  and  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  am,  truly  yours, 

CHARLES  J.  FAULKNER. 
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I  certify  that  the  above  is  an  authentic  report  by  Lieutenant  Gen 
eral  Jackson  of  the  operations  of  his  command  from  the  5th  to  the 
27th  September,  1862;  that,  after  undergoing  his  last  revision,  he 
had  directed  it  to  be  copied,  with  a  view  to  its  being  signed  and  for 
warded  by  him,  which  purpose  was  interrupted  by  movements  of 
General  Hooker,  resulting  in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville'.  There 
is  an  omission  of  that  customary  notice  of  his  staff,  which  he  was  in 
the  habit  of  inserting  in  the  final  copy  of  L^s  reports,  previous  to  its 
being  forwarded. 

CHARLES  J.  FAULKNER,  A.  A.  G. 
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LIST  OF  CASUALTIES'™  tf<£  fights  atBoomboro\  Otamptorfs  Gap, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Sharpsburg,  and  Shepherds  town,  in  September,    1862  : 


Regiment. 

Brgade. 

Division. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Total. 

1st  Virginia,         

Pickett's 

8 

g 

7th  Virginia 

2 

10 

J9 

1  1  th  Vi  rgi  nia    

i. 

u 

3 

38 

41 

17th  Virginia          .... 

ti 

it 

Q 

30 

36 

24th  Virginia,  

u 

u 

2 

2 

8  h  Virginia                  

Pickett'e(old 

,, 

4 

9 

13 

18rh  Virginia                          .  . 

u 

it 

5 

38 

43 

19th  Virginia,  

u 

It 

7 

37 

44 

28th  Virginia 

ii 

11 

g 

54 

6'' 

Dtkh  Virginia,  

u 

tl 

1 

19 

20 

24th  North  Carolina,  

Ransom's, 

Walker's, 

20 

44 

64 

°oth  North  Carolina  

2 

13 

15 

35th  North  Carolina 

u 

it 

3 

si 

26 

49th  North  Carolina,  

t: 

ti 

16 

61 

77 

i; 

K 

2 

3 

5 

Walker's 

,i 

3Q 

121 

160 

46^  h  North  Carolina,  

i< 

GO 

65 

43  h  North  Carolina,  

a 

u 

31 

156 

217 

27ih  North  Carolina 

1  | 

4t 

81 

168 

1(J9 

u 

II 

27 

155 

182 

French's  Battery,  

it 

It 

1 

1 

2 

8'h  Georgia,  

Anderson's, 

Hood's 

2 

17 

19 

*}th  G"orfria,  

2 

14 

16 

u 

n 

3 

9 

ii 

llth  Georgia,  

<( 

(t 

10 

110 

it 

u 

1 

29 

so 

Law's, 

ii 

7 

S7 

41 

6'h  North  Carolina,.. 

ii 

s 

117 

1--5 

2od  Mississippi 

u 

u 

°7 

12f 

154 

31th  Mississippi,  

u 

It 

Q 

96 

104 

"Woflford's 

t( 

13 

70 

85 

1st  Texas*,  .' 

It 

45 

141 

196 

4th  Tex  IB,  

u 

1 

10 

97 

1  7 

5th  Texas,  

K 

( 

5 

77 

82 

Hamilton  Legion,  

u 

I 

6 

47 

53 

Heillv's  Battery,  

u 

i 

2 

8 

10 

Garden's  Batterv, 

II 

t 

9 

9 

u 

( 

2 

2 

4 

17th  Georgia,     

.i 

li 

20th  Georgia,  

It 

li 

4 

44 

48 

2i)d  Georgia,  . 

It 

M 

g 

37 

43 

,1 

1 

Q 

30 

36 

«( 

7 

51 

58 

Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  
lr*t  youth   Carolina,. 

u 

I 

9 

2 

55 

37 

64 
39 

2'id  South  Carolina,  

(( 

< 

2 

14      ' 

16 

5th  Routh  Carolina,  

II 

I 

5 

26 

31 

Holcombe   Legion, 

l 

18 

IS 

16th  South  Carolina,  

tc 

3 

C9 

4-2 

22ad  South  Carolina, 

It 

l: 

8 

64 

72 

23rd  South  Carolina,. 

It 

II 

34 

66 

80 

17th  South  Carolina,  

li 

u 

18 

49 

6? 

"Washington  Artillery,  

c 

4 

2-3 

30 

lot.h  Houth  Carolina,... 

°(5 

84 

111) 

50lh   Georgia,  

29 

97 

126 

18th  Mississippi,  

Barkedale's, 

1C 

II 

1 

8 
6 

i 
55 
56 

8 
63 
62 

18th  Mississippi  

t; 

ii 

]0 

73 

83 

17th  Mississippi     . 

(( 

u 

H 

82 

93 

(. 

17 

77 

91 

3rd  South  Carolina,  

ti 

7 

73 

80 

7th  South  Carolina,  

u 

(t 

23 

117 

140 

8"h  South  Carolina,  ... 

II 

it 

2 

17 

19 

Read's  Battery,  

II 

ti 

4 

10 

14 

10th  Georgia,  

Bemrnee', 

u 

15 

69 

84 

68rd  Georgia,..   . 

u 

U 

63 

74 

82nd  Virginia,  

it 

it 

15 

57 

72 

loth  Virginia,....                ..   . 

tt 

t; 

11 

63 

74. 

Georgia  Legion,  

Cobb'e, 

It 

18 

68 

86 

24th  Georgia,  

M 

|{ 

13 

145 

158 

16th  Georgia, 

M 

(( 

23 

83 

106 

16th  North  Carolina,  

li 

It 

16 

143 

15J 

48th  Georgia,  

Wright's 

1 

46 

47 
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Regiment. 

Brigade. 

Division. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Total. 

3rd  Georgia 

Wright's, 

( 
Armistead'e, 

WilcoxM, 
ii 
t( 
'( 
Pryor's, 

n 

Anderson's, 

c 

i 

4        » 
Jackson's, 

i 

£ 
( 

Eweli's, 
u 

u 

u 
(( 
(1 

'    u 

; 
i 

D.  II.  Hill's, 
i 

K 

(i 

<( 

1C 

9 

4 
3 

•W  

57 
19 

es 

8 
1 
7 
14 
63 
42 
5:5 
26 
43 
16 
66 
43 
55 
53 
100 
52 
30 
5 
19 
8 
21 
2*5 
5 
16 
9 
35 
30 
IS 
45 
3 
49 
57 
84 
15 
49 
8 
169 
39 
48 
91 
5 
21 
10 
36 
31 
•73 
40 
29 
63 
84 
49 
75 
30     - 
207 
61 
142 
35 
52 
63 
149 
119 
13 
C5 
72 
25 
64 
89 
62 
76 
409 
818 
2 

68 
21 
69 
H 
1 
7 
18 
75 
f«4 
63 
21 
<S 
19 
69 
49 
60 

m 

127 

53    • 

5 
13 

9 

8 
19 
9 
4:'. 
3S 
S3 
M 

5 

59 
82 
51 
19 
63 
8 
217 
50 
5!) 
101 
5 
23 
U 
89 
22 
7* 
50 
47 
ii9 
9L 

a 

84 
41 
25* 
72 
IfiO 
BS 

es 
73 

191) 
141 
23 
82 
7fi 
M 
73 
104 
73 
89 
479 
931 
2 

1 

2:2,  id  Georgia,  

53rd  Virginia 

57th  Virginia,                   

2 
12 
12 
10 
3 
2 
3 
13 
6 
5 
G 
27 
6 

8:  h  Alabama                    

tilh    Alabama                           .    . 

19'  h  Alabama,               

11  'h  Alabama             ... 

14th  Alabama,  

fi  1  Virginia 

8'h  F'orida    ...                

2d  Florida                                 

2d  BPssissippI  battalion  FeathewtoaHi, 

1'Hh  Mi-asissipp',  

M 

Mahono's, 
u 

a 

Winder's, 

n 

it 
Taliaferro's, 

ic 

etarke's, 
(i 

Lawton's, 
(i 

1C 

Early's, 
it 

Buys' 

c( 
u 

Trimble's, 

u 

19ih  Mississippi,  

12th  Virginia, 

6th  Virginia,  

4 
1 
3 
2 

3 

41nt  Virginia, 

f>th  Virginia,  

°7th  Virginia 

T>attp.rie«,         .    .. 

2:>.l  Virginia,  

8 
6 
5 
9 
2 

10 
25 
17 
4 
14 

47th  Vir«-ini;i,     . 

4$th  Virginia 

37<h    '  irginia      

Danville  artillery,   

9th  Louisiana,   

10th  Louisiana,  .... 

1  "itli  Louisiana,  

l*t.  Louisiana,   

Butteries,  

13th  Georgia,  

48 
11 
11 
16 

31st  Georgia, 

00th   Georgia 

f.lst  Georgia,.   . 

l:Mi  Virginia 

25th  Virginia,  

2 
2 
3 

31st  X  mnnia,                     

52d  Virginia  -. 

44'h  Virginia 

4'Jth  Virginia                              * 

5 
10 
IS 
6 
7 
13 
9 
11 
46 
11 
18 
18 
6 
10 
'   41 
22 
10 
17 
4 
1 
14 
15 
11 
13 
70 
113 

filh  Louisiana,  ,.  - 

6th  Louibiami,...-.  .„  ,  «  

7th  Louisiana,  . 

8th  Louisiana 

12th  Georgia,  

20th  North  Carolina,  , 

3d  North  Carolina 

2d  North  Carolina 

1st  North  Carolina',  . 

23d  North  Carolina, 

4th  North  Oarolinn 

30th  North  Carolina 

13th  North  Carolina 

4th    Georgia,  

6th  Georgia,. 

44th  Georgia 

2  let  Georgia,  

Jones'  battery. 

23d  Georgia,  

27th  Georgia, 

28th  Georgia 



19th  Georgia,  .... 



Gen.  Anderson  and  ADC, 

Rodes'a, 

A.  P.  Hill, 

:::::::::::::: 

Gen.  Garland 

1 

1 

Gen.  Starke,  

t 

\ 

1,567 

8,724 

10.291 
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ENGAGEMENT  near  Kearnysville,   Virginia,  October 


1862. 


Regiment. 

Brigade. 

Division. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Total. 

4th  V5  glnin                    ... 

Winder's, 

Jackson's, 

3 

14 

17 

it 

5 

5 

'^7lb   Virginia,     

(t 

a 

1 

1 

(i 

t( 

a 

01 

9..1 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  D.  H.  HILL. 

HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION. 

General  R.  IT.  CHILTO.V, 

Assistant  Adju'ant  General : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  4he  operatioDS  of  my  com 
mand,  from  the  battles  around  Richmond  until  after  the  battle  of 
Sharpsburg. 

On  the  123d  of  July,  I  was  detached  from  my  division,  and  placed  in 
charge  of  the  department  of  the  south  side,  extending  from  Drewry's 
Bluff  to  the  South  Carolina  line.  As  General  McClellan  was  then 
at  Westover,  on  the  James,  some  thirty  miles  from  Richmond,  and  it 
was  thought  he  might  attempt  an  advance  by  the  south  side,  my  first 
attention  was  given  to  the  defences  in  that  direction.  Heavy  details 
were  made  from  the  division  and  two  brigades  near  the  bluff,  to  com 
plete  a  line,  of  entrenchments  around  it,  and  controlling  the  Peters 
burg  road.  Not  a  spade  full  of  earth  had  been  thrown  up  about 
Petersburg,  and  it  was  in  a  wholly  defenceless  condition.  A  system 
of  fortifications  was  begun,  (which  subseqently  met  the  approval  of 
the  chief  engineer,  Colonel  J.  F.  Gilmer,  C.  S.  A.,)  and  the  brigades 
of  Ransom,  Walker  and  Daniel,  were  put  to  work  on  it.  About  a 
thousand  negroes  were  procured  (chiefly  from  North  Carolina)  and 
employed  in  like  manner.  Pontoon  briges  were  constructed  at  several 
points  to  make  the  connection  rapid  and  secure,  between  the  two  posi 
tions  to  be  secured.  The  defences  of  the  Appomattox  were  also 
strengthened,  and  a  moveable  car  planned  and  ordered  to  prevent  a 
landing  at  City  Point.  An  effort  was  made  to  organize  and  make  effi 
cient  the  numerous  independent  companies  in  the  department,  which 
had  been  of  little  use  and  much  expense  to  the  country.  A  concen 
tration  of  these  troops  at  Weldon  and  Goldsboro'  was  ordered  to 
prevent  the  cutting  of  our  important  lines  southward. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  General  commanding  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia,  I  made  a  personal  examination  of  the  Yankee 
shipping  and  encampment,  on  the  28th  instant,  and  determined  to 
attack  it  from  Coggins'  Point  and  Meycock's,  on  the  south  side. 
This  expedition  was  entrusted  to  Brigadier  General  French,  and  was 
a  complete  success.  Forty-three  pieces,  under  command  of  General 
Pendleton  and  Colonel  J[.  T.  Brown,  were  placed  in  position  on  the 
night  of  the  31st,  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  within  easy  range  of  the 
objects  to  be  reached.  Much  damage  was  done  to  the  Yankee  ship 
ping,  some  destruction  of  life -caused  in  the  camp,  and  the  wildest 
terror  and  consternation  produced.  The  report  of  General  French  is 
herewith  submitted.  This  officer  had  charge  of  the  expedition,  agreea 
bly  to  the  wishes  of  General  Lee.  Doubtless,  the  night  attack  had 
much  to  do  with  the  evacuation  of  Westover,  as  it  made  McClellan 
feel  that  his  shipping  was  insecure.  Two  days  after,  he  took  posses 
sion  of  Coggins'  Point,  and  maintained  a  force  on  the  south  side  till 
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lie  left  the  river.  Kis  gun-boats  were  attacked  at  the  mouth  of  tha 
Appomattox,  and  points  were  selected  for  the  further  harassing  of  his 
shipping.  An  expedition  was  sent  out,  under  Colonel  J.  R.  Cham- 
bliss,  to  within  two  miles  of  Suffolk.  Arrangements  were  made  for 
the  defence  of  the  Blackwater,  Chowan,  and  Tar  rivers,  and  a  point 
selected  for  fortifications  on  the  Roanoke  to  secure  Weldon. 

On  the  21st  August,  I  left  Petersburg  to  join  the  army  in  northern 
Virginia,  and  was  given  command  of  McLaws'  division  and  three  bri* 
gades  of  my  own  division,  at  Hanover  Junction.  The  brigades,  of 
Ripley  and  Colquitt,  of  my  division,  were  in  advance  of  us,  at  Orange 
Court-House.  On  the  2fith  August,  we  left  Hanover  Junction,  and 
joined  General  Lee  at  Chantilly,  on  the  2d  September,  three  daya 
after  the  Yankees  had  been  finally  and  decisively  beaten  in  the  second 
great  battle  of  Manassas.  On  the  4th,  Anderson's  brigade  was  sent 
to  fire  on  the  Yankee  trains  at  Berlin,  and,  with  two  brigades,  we 
drove  away  the  Yankee  forces  near  the  mouth  of  the  Monocacy,  and 
crossed  the  Potomac.  That  night  and  the  next  day  were  spent  m 
destroying  the  lock  and  canal  banks.  The  aqueduct  could  not  be 
destroyed  for  want  of  powder  and  tools.  The  night  of  the  5th,  my 
division  followed  General  Jackson  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Frederick. 
The  General  being  disabled  by  the  .fall  of  his  horse,  the  next  morning 
I  was  placed  in  charge  of  all  the  forces,  and  marched  into  Frederick. 
The  telegraph  wires  were  cut  and  .the  station  seized.  A  few  stores 
and  prisoners  were  taken  in  the  city. 

On  the  10th,  my  division  constituted  the  rear-guard,  and  had 
charge  of  the  immense  wagon  train  moving  in  the  direction  of  Hagers- 
town.  On  the  13th,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Lee  to  dispose  of  my 
troops  so  as  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  Yankees  from  Harper's 
Ferry,  then  beseiged,  and  also  to  guard  the  pass  in  the  Blue  Ridge, 
near  Boonsboro'.  Major  General  Stuart  reported  to  me  that  two 
brigades  only  of  the  Yankees  were  pursuing  us,  and  that  one  brigade 
would  be  sufficient  to  hold  the  pass.  I,  however,  sent  the  brigades  of 
Garland  and  Colquitt,  and  ordered  my  other  three  brigades  up  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Boonsboro',  An  examination  of  the  pass,  very  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  14th,  satisfied  me  that  it  could  only  be  held  by 
a  large  force,  and  was  wholly  indefensible  by  a  small  one.  I  accord"- 
ingly  ordered  up  Anderson's  brigade.  A  regiment  of  Ripley's  bri 
gade  was  sent  to  hold  another  pass,  some  three  miles  distant,  on  our 
left.  I  felt  reluctant  to  order  up  Ripley  and  Rodes  from  the  important 
positions  they  were  holding,  until  something  definite  was  known  of 
the  strength  and  designs  of  the  Yankees.  About  seven  o'clock,  they 
opened  a  fire  upon  our  right,  and  pushed  forward  a  large  force  through 
the  dense  woods,  to  gain  a  practicable  road  to  our  rear.  Garland's 
brigade  was  sent  in  to  meet  this  overwhelming  force,  and  succeeded 
in  checking  it,  and  securing  the  road  from  any  further  attack  that 
day.  This  brilliant  service,  however,  cost  us  the  life  of  that  pure, 
gallant  and  accomplished  Christian  soldier,  General  Garland,  who  had 
no  superiors,  and  few  equals  in  the  service.  The  Yankees,  on  their 
side,  lost  General  Reno,  a  renegade  Virginian,  who  was  killed  by  a 
happy  shot  from  the  twenty-third  North  Carolina,  Garland's  brigade 
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was  badly  demoralized  by  his  fall,  and  the  rough  handling  it  had  re 
ceived,  and  had  the  Yankees  pressed  vigorously  forward,  the  road 
might  have  been  gained.  Providentially,  they  were  ignorant  of  their 
success,  or  themselves  too  much  damaged  to  advance.  The  twentieth 
North  Carolina,  of  this  brigade,  under  Colonel  Iverson,  had  attacked 
a  Yankee  battery,  killed  all  the  horses,  and  driven  off  the  cannoneers. 
This  battery  was  used  no  more  that  day  by  the  Yankees. 

Anderson's  brigade  arrived  in  time  to  take  the  place  of  the  much 
demoralized  troops  of  Garland.  There  w.ere  two  mountain  roads 
practicable  for  artillery,  on  the  right  of  the  main  turnpike.  The  de 
fence  of  the  further  one  had  cost  Garland  his  life.  It  was  now  en 
trusted  to  Colonel  llosser,  of  the  cavalry,  who  had  reported  to  me, 
and  who  had  artillery  and  dismounted  sharpshooters.  General  An 
derson  was  entrusted  with  the  care  of  the  nearest  and  best  road. 
Bondurant's  battery  was  sent  to  aid  him  in  its  defence.  The  brigade 
of  Colquitt  was  disposed  on  each  side  of  the  turnpike,  and  that,  with 
Lane's  battery,  was  judged  adequate  to  the  task.  There  was,  how 
ever,  a  solitary  peak  on  the  left,  which,  if  gained  by  the  Yan 
kees,  would  give  them  control  of  the  ridge  commanding  the  turnpike. 
The  possession  of  this  peak  was,  therefore,  every  thing  to  the  Yan 
kees,  but  they  seemed  slow  to  perceive  it.  I  had  a  large  number  of 
guns  from  Cutt's  artillery  placed  upon  the  hill  on  the  left  of  tho 
turnpike  to  sweep  the  approaches  to  this  peak.  From  the  position, 
selected,  there  was  a  full  view  of  the  country  for  miles  around.  But 
the  mountain  was  so  steep  that  ascending  columns  were  but  little  ex 
posed  to  artillery  fire.  The  artillerists  of  Cutt's  battalion  behaved 
gallantly,  but  their  firing  was  tho  worst  I  ever  witnessed. 

Rodes  and  Ripley  came  up  soon  after  Anderson.  Rodes  was  sent 
to  the  left  to  seize  th?  peak  already  mentioned,  and  Ripley  was  sent 
to  the  right  to  support  Anderson.  Several  attempts  had  been  made 
previous  to  this,  by  the  Y&nkees,  to  force  a  passage  through  the 
woods  on.  the  right  of,  and  near  the  turnpike.  But  these  were  re 
pulsed  by  the  sixth  and  twenty-seventh  Georgia  and  the  thirteenth 
Alabama,  of  Colquitt's  brigade. 

It  was  now  past  noon,  and  the  Yankees  had  been  checked  for  more 
than  five  hours.  But  it  was  evident  that  they  were  in  large  force  On 
both  sides  of  the  road,  and  the  signal  corps  reported  heavy  masses  at 
the  front  of  the  mountain.  In  answer  to  a  despatch  from  General 
Longstreet,  I  urged  him  to  hurry  forward  troops  to  my  assistance. 
General  Drayton  and  Colonel  G.  T.  Anderson  came  up,  I  think, 
about  three  o'clock,  with  one  thousand  nine  hundred  men,  and  I  felt 
anxious  to  beat  the  force  on  my  right  before  the  Yankees  made  their 
grand  attack,  which  I  feared  would  be  on  our  left.  Anderson,  Rip- 
ley  and  Drayton  were  called  together,  and  I  directed  them  to  follow  a 
path  until  they  came  in  contact  with  Rosser,  when  they  should  change 
their  flank,  march  in  line  of  battle,  and  sweep  the  woods  before  them. 
To  facilitate  their  movements,  I  brought  up  a  battery  and  made  it 
shell  the  woods  in  various  directions.  Anderson  soon  became  par 
tially,  and  Drayton  hotly  engaged.  But  Ripley  did  not  draw  trig 
ger — why,  I  do  not  know.  The  fourth  North  Carolina  (Anderson's 
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brigade)  attempted  to  carry  a  Yankee  battery,  but  failed.  Three 
Yankee  brigades  moved  up  in  beautiful  order  against  Drayton,  and 
bis  men  were  soon  beaten  and  went  streaming  to  the  rear.  Rosser, 
Anderson  and  Ripley  still  held  their  ground,  and  the  Yankees  could 
not  gain  our  rear.  • 

Affairs  were  now  very  serious  on  our  left.  A  division  of  Yankees 
was  advancing  in  handsome  style  against  Rodes.  I  had  every  possi 
ble  gun  turned  upon  the  Yankee  columns,  but  o'wing  to  the  steepness 
of  the  acclivity  and  the  bad  handling  of  the  guns,  but  little  harm  was 
done  to  the  "restorers  of  the  Union."  Rodes  handled  his  little  brig 
ade  in  a  most  admirable  and  gallant  manner,  fighting,  for  hours,  vastly 
superior  odds,  and  maintaining  the  key-points  of  the  position  till 
darkness  rendered  a  further  advance  of  the  Yankees  impossible.  Had 
he  fought  with  les^  obstinacy,  a  practicable  artillery  road  to  the  rear 
would  have  been  gained  on  our  left,  and  the  line  of  retreat  cut  oif. 

Colonel  Gordon,  the  Christian  hero,  excelled  his  former  deeds  at 
Seven  i'ines,  and  in  the  battles  around  Richmond.  Our  language  is 
•not  capable  of  expressing  a  higher  compliment. 

General  Rodes  says  the  men  and  officers  generally  behaved  v,:ell, 
but  Colonel  Gordon,  sixth  Alabama,  Major  llobson,  fifth  Alabama,, 
and  Colonel  Battle,  thiid  Alabama,  deserve  especial  mention  for  ad 
mirable  conduct  during  the  whole  fight.  We  did  not  drive  the  enemy 
back,  or  whip  him  ;  but,  with  one  thousand  two  hundred  men,  we  held 
his  whole  division  at  bay  for  four  hours  and  a  half,  without  assistance 
from  any  one,  losing,  in  that  time,  not  more  than  half  a  mile  of 
ground. 

He  estimates  his  loss  at  four  hundred  and  twenty-two,  out  of  one 
thousand  two  hundred  taken  into  action,  but  thinks  that  he  inflicted 
a  three-fold  heavier  loss  on  the  Yankees.  Colonel  Gayle,  of  tho 
twelfth  Alabama,  was  killed,  and  Colonel  O'Neal,  twenty-fourth  Ala 
bama,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pickens,  of  the  twelfth,  severely 
wounded. 

Major  General  Longstreet  came  up  about  four  o'clock,  with  the 
commands  of  Brigadier  Generals  Evans  and  D.  R.Jones.  I  had  now 
become  familiar  with  the  ground  and  knew  all  the  vital  points,  and 
had  these  troops  reported  to  me,  the  result jnight  have  been  different. 
As  it  was,  they  took  wrong  positions,  and,  in  their  exhausted*  CO  ndj- 
tion  after  a  long  march,  they  were  broken  and  scattered.  Our  whold 
left  was  now  fairly  exposed,  and  the  Yankees  had  but  to  push  down 
to  seize  the  turnpike. 

It  was  now  dark,  however,  and  they  feared  to  advance.  All  th$ 
available  troops  were  collected  behind  a  stone  wall,  to  resist  an  ap 
proach  upon 'the  turnpike  fron>  the  left.  Encouraged  by  their  suc 
cesses  in  that  direction  the  Yankees  thought  that  it  would  be  an  easy 
matter -to  move  directly  up  the  turnpike.  But  they  were  soon  unde 
ceived.  They  were  heroically  met  and  bloodily  repulsed  by  the  twenty- 
third  arid  twenty-eighth  Georgia'rcgimeuts  of  Colquitt's  brigade.  The 
fight  lasted  for  more  than  an  hour  after  night,  but  gradually  subsided 
as  the  Yankees  retired.  General  Hood  (who  had  gone  in  on  the  right 
with  his  two  noble  brigades)  pushed  forward  his  skirmishers  and 
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drove  back  the  Yankees.  We  retreated  that  night  to  Sharpsburg, 
having  accomplished  all  that  was  required — the  delay  of  the  Yankee 
array  until  Harper's  Ferry  could  not  be  relieved.  Should  the  truth 
ever  be  known,  the  battle  of  South  ^.Mountain,  as  far  as  niy  division 
was  concerned,  will  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  remarkable  and 
creditable  of  the  war.  The  division  had  marched  all  the  way  from 
Richmond,  and  the  straggling  had  been  enormous,  in  consequence  of 
heavy  marches,  deficient  commissariat,  want  of  shoes,  and  inefficient 

'officers.     Owing  to  these  combined  causes,  the  division  numbered  less 

'  than  five  thousand  men  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  September,  and 
had  five  roads  to  guard,  extending  over  a  space  of  as  many  miles. 

-This  small  force  successfully  resisted,  without  support,  for  eight  hours, 
the  whole  Yankee  army,  and  when  its  supports  were  beaten,  still  held 
the  roads,  so  that  our  retreat  was  effected  without  the  loss  of  a  gun, 
a  wagon,  or  an  ambulance.  Bodes'  brigade  had  immortalized  itself; 
Colquitt's  had  fought  well,  and  the  two  regiments  most  closely  pressed, 
(twenty-third  and  twenty-eighth  Georgia,)  had  repulsed  the  foe  ;  Gar- 

*  land's  brigade  had  behaved  nobly  until  demoralized  by  the  fall  of  its 
gallant  leader,  and  being  outflanked  by  the  Yankees ;  Anderson's 
brigade  had  shown  its  wonted  gallantry  ;  Ripley's  brigade,  for  some 
cause,  had  not  been  engaged,  and  was  used  with  Hood's  two  brigades 
to  cover  the  retreat. 

Had  Longstreet's  division  been  with  mine  at  daylight  in  the  morn 
ing,  the  Yankees  would  have  been  disastrously  repulsed.  But  they 
had  gained  important  positions  before  the  arrival  of  reinforcements. 
These  additional  troops  came  up,  after  a  long,  hurried  and  exhausting 
march,  to  defend  localities  of  which  they  were  ignorant,  and  to  fight 
a  foe  flushed  with  partial  success,  and  already  holding  key  points  to 
further  advance.  Had  our  forces  never  been  separated,  the  battle  of 
Sharpsburg  never  would  have  been  fought,  and  the  Yankees  would 
not  have  even  the  shadow  of  consolation  for  the  loss  of  Harper's 
Ferry. 

We  reached  Sharpsburg  about  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  1 5th. 
The  Yankees  made  their  appearance  that  day,  and  some  skirmishing 
and  cannonading  occurred.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  artillery  fir 
ing  during  the  forenoon  of  the  16th;  and  late  that  afternoon,  the 
Yankees  crossed  the  Antietam,  opposite  the  centre  of  my  line,  and 
made  for  the  Hagerstown  turnpike.  Had  we  been  in  a  condition  to 
attack  them,  as  they  crossed,  much  damage  might  have  been  inflicted. 
But  as  yet  there  were  but  two  weak  divisions  on  the  ground.  Long- 
street  held  the  position  south  of  the  Boonsboro'  turnpike,  and  I,  that 
on  the  right.  Hood's  command  was  placed  on  my  left  to  guard  the 
Hagerstown  pike.  Just  before  sundown,  I  got  up  a  battery  (Lane's) 
of  Cult's  battalion,  to  open  upon  the  Yankee  column  advancing  to 
wards  that  pike,  while  Colonel  Stephen  Lee  brought  up  another  fur 
ther  on  the  right.  These  checked  the  Yankee  advance,  and  enabled 
Jackson  to  take  position  oh  Hood's  left,  and  covering  any  attempt  to 
turn  us  in  that  direction.  My  ranks  had  been  diminished  by  some  addi 
tional  straggling,  and  the  morning  of  the  17th  I  had  but  three  thousand 
infantry.  I  had,  however,  twenty -six  pieces  of  artillery  of  my  own, 
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and  near  sixty  pieces  of  Cutt's  battalion,  temporarily  under  my  com 
mand.  Positions  were  selected  for  as  many  of  these  guns  as  could 
be  used  ;  but  all  the  ground  in  my  front  was  completely  commanded 
by  the  long-range  artillery  of  the  Yankees  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Antietam,  which  concentrated  their  fire  upon  every  gun  that  opened, 
and  soon  disabled  or  silenced  it. 

At  daylight  a  brisk  skirmish  began  along  Hood's  front,  and  Col- 
quitt,  Ripley  and  McRae  (commanding  Garland's  brigade,)  were 
moved  up  to  his  support.  Hood's  men  always  fight  well,  and  they 
were  handsomely  supported  by  Colquitt  and  Kipley.  The  first  line 
of  the  Yankees  were  broken,  and  our  men  pushed  vigorously  for 
ward,  but  to  meet  another  and  yet  another  line.  Colquitt  had  gone 
in  with  ten  field  officers  ;  four  were  killed,  five  badly  wounded,  and 
the  tenth  had  been  stunned  by  a  shell.  The  men  were  beginning  to 
fall  back,  and  efforts  were  made  to  rally  them  in  the  bed  of  "an  old 
road,  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  HagerStown  pike,  and  which  had 
been  their  position  previous  to  the  advance.  These  efforts,  however, 
were  only  partially  successful.  Most  of  the  brigade  took  no  further 
part  in  the  action.  Garland's  brigade  (Colonel  McRae,  command 
ing)  had  been  much  demoralized  by  the  fight  at  South  Moun 
tain  ;  but  the  men  advanced  with  alacrity,  secured  a  good  position, 
and  were  fighting  bravely,  when  Captain  Thompson,  fifth  North  Car 
olina,  cried  out,  "They  are  flanking  us  !"  This  cry  spread  like  an 
electric  shock  along  the  ranks,  bringing  up  vivid  recollections  of  the 
flank  fire  at  South  Mountain.  In  a  moment  they  broke  and  fell  to 
the  rear.  Colonel  McRae,  though  wounded,  remained  on  the  field  all 
day  and  succeeded  in  gathering  up  Some  stragglers,  and  personally  ren 
dered  much  efficient  service.  The  twenty-third  North  Carolina  regiment. 
of  this  brigade,  was  brought  off  by  the  gallant  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Johnston,  arid  posted,  by  my  order,  in  the  old  road  already  described. 

Ripley's  brigade,  had  united  with  Walker's  and  fallen  back  with  it 
behind  the  ridge  to  the  left  of  this  road  and  near  to  it.  We  had  now 
lost  all  the  ground  wrested  from  the  enemy,  and  were  occupying  the 
position  held  in  the  morning.  Bat  three  of  my  brigades  had  been 
broken  and  much  demoralized,  and  all  of  the  artillery  had  been  with 
drawn  from  my  front.  Rodes  and  Anderson  were  4n  the  old N  road, 
and  some  stragglers  had  been  gathered  up  and  placed  upon  their  left. 
It  was  now  apparent  that  the  Yankees  were  massing  in  our  front,  and 
that  their  grand  attack  would  be  made  upon  my  position,  which  was 
the  centre  of  our  line.  I  sent,  several  urgent  messages  to  General 
Lee  for  reinforcements,  but  before  any  arrived,  a  heavy  force  (since 
ascertained  to  be  Franklin's  corps,)  advanced  in  three  parallel  lines 
with  all  the  precision  of  a  parade  day,  upon  my  two  brigades.  The* 
met  with  a  galling  fire,  however,  recoiled  and  fell  back,  again  ad 
vanced  and  again  fell  back,  and  finally  lay  down  behind  the  crest  of 
the  hill,  and  kept  up  an  irregular  fire.  I  got  a  battery  in  position 
which  partially  enfiladed  the  Yankee  line,  and  aided  materially  to 
check  its  advance.  This  battery  was  brought  up  by  my  aid,  Lieu 
tenant  J.  A.  Reid,  who  received  a  painful  wound  in  the  discharge  of 
that  duty.  In  the  meantime,  General  R.  H.  Anderson  reported  to 


116 

me  with  some  three  or  four  thousand  men  as  reinforcements  to  iny  com 
mand.  I  directed  him  to  form  immediately  behind  my  men.  That 
gallant  and  accomplished  officer  was  soon  wounded,  and  the  command 
devolved  upon  General  Pryor.  The  Yankee  fire  had  now  nearly 
ceased,  and  but  for  an  unfortunate  blunder  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Lighifoot,  eixth  Alabama,  no  further  advance  would  have  been  made 
by  them.  General  Rodcshad  observed  a  regiment  lying  down  in  his 
rear  and  not  engaged.  He  says  as  the  fire  was  now  desultory  and 
slack,  1  went  to  ihe  troops  referred  to  and  found  tbat  they  belonged 
to  General  Pryor's  brigade.  Their  officers  stated  that  they  had  been, 
halted  by  some  body — not  General  Pryor.  Finding  General  P.  in  a 
few  minutes,  and  hjforming  him  as  to  their  conduct,  he  immediately 
ordered  them  forward.  Retuining  towards  the  biigade,  I  met  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel  Lightfoot,  sixth  Alabama,  looking  for  me.  Upon  his 
telling  me  that  the  right  wing  of  the  regiment  was  exposed  to  a  ter 
rible  enfilade  fire,  which  the  enemy  was  enabled  to  deliver  by  their 
gaining  somewhat  upon  Anderson,  (General  (jr.  B.)  I*ordered  him  to 
basteri  back  and  to  throw  his  right  wing  back  and  out  of  the  old  road 
referred  to.  Instead  of  executing  the  order,  he  moved  briskly  to  the 
rear  of  the  regiment,  and  gave  the  command,  "Sixth  Alabama — -about, 
face;  forward,  marrb."  Major  Hobson,  of  the  fifth,  seeing  this, 
apked  him  if  the  order  was  intended  for  the  whole  biigade;  he  paid, 
"Yes;"  and  thereupon  the  fifth  and  the  other  troops  on  their  left,  re 
treated.  I  did  not  see  their  retrograde  movement  until  it  was  too  late 
for  me  to  rally  them;  and  for  this  reason  :  Just  as  I  was  moving  on  af 
ter  Lightfoot,  I  heard  a  shot  strike  Lieutenant  Bemey,  (aid)  \\\\o  was 
immediately  behind  me  AVhetliry*  around,  I  found  him  falling,  and 
that  he  had  been  struck  in  the  face.  He  found  that  he  could  walk 
after  I  raised  him.  1  followed  him  a  few  paces  and  watched  him  till 
he  reached  a  barn,  a  short  distance  in  the  rear,  where  he  first,  met 
seme  cne  to  help  him  in  case  he  needed  it.  As  I  turned-  towards  the 
brigade,  I  was  struck  heavily  by  a  piece  of  shell  on  my  thigh.  At 
first  I  thought  that  the  wound  was  seiious;  but  finding,  upon  exami 
nation,  that  it  was  slight,  I  turned  towards  the  brigade,  when  1  dis 
covered  it,  without  visible  caupe  to  me,  retreating  in  confusion.  I 
hastened  to  intercept  it  at  the  Ilagrrstown  road.  I  found  though, 
that  with  the  exception  of  a  few  men  from  the  twenty-sixth,  twelfth 
and  third,  and  a  few  under  Major  Hobson,  of  the  fifth,  not  more  than 
forty  in  all,  the  brigade  had  disappeared  from  this  portion  of  the 
field.  This  small  number,  together  with  some  Missisfcippians  ami 
Korth  Carolinians,  al  out  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  all,  I  rallied  and 
stationed  behind  a  small  ridge  lending  from  the  Uageret'  wn  road. 
General  G.  B.  Anderson  still  nobly  held  his  ground;  but  the  Yankees 
began  to  pour  through  the  gap  made  by  the  retreat  of  Rodes.  An- 
d,erson  himself  was  mortally  wounded,  and  his  biigade  was  totally 
routed. 

Colonel  Bennett,  of  the  fourteenth,  and  Major  Sillers,  of  the  thir 
tieth  North  Carolina  regiments,  rallied  a  portion  of  their  men.  There 
were  no  troorjs  near  to  hold  the  centre,  except  a  few  hundred  rallied 
from  various  brigades.  The  Yankees  crossed  the  old  r^ad,  which  wo 


117 

had  occupied  in  the  morning,  and  occupied  acorn-field  and  orchard  in 
advance  of  it.  They  had  now  got  within  a  few  hundred  yawls  of  the 
hill,  which  commanded  Sharpsburg  and  our  rear.  Affairs  looked  very 
critical.  I  found  a  battery  concealed  in  a  corn-field,  and  ordered  it 
to  mov£  out  and  open  upon  the  Yankee  columns.  This  proved  to  be 
Bryce's  South  Carolina  bittery.  It  moved  out  most  gallantly, 
although  exposed  to  a  terrible  direct  and  reverse  fire  from  the  long- 
range  Yankee  artillery  across  the  Antietam.  A  caisson  exploded,  but 
the  battery  was  unlitnbered,  and,  with  grape  and  cannister,  drove  the 
Yankees  back.  I  was  now  satisfied  that  the  Yankees  were  so  demor 
alized  that  a  single  regiment  of  fresh  men  could  drive  the  whole  of  them 
in  our  front  across  the  Antietam.  I  got  up  about  two  hundred  men 
who  said  that  they  were  willing  to  advance  to  the  attack,  if  I  would 
lead  them.  We  met,  however,  with  a  warm  reception,  and  the  little 
command  was  broken  and  dispersed.  Major  Hobson  and  Lieutenant 
Qaff,  of  fifih  Alabama,  acquitted  themselves  handsomely  in  this 
charge.  Colonel  Iverson,  twentieth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  Christie, 
twenty-third  North  Carolina,  Captain  Garrett,  fifth  North  Carolina, 
Adjutant  Taylor  and  Lieutenant  Pierce,  of  the  same  regiment,  had 
gathered  up  about  two  hundred  men,  and  I  sent  them  to  the  right  to 
attack  the  Yankees  in  flank.  They  drove  them  back  a  short  distance  ; 
but,  in  turn,  were  repulsed.  These  two  attacks,  however,  had  a  most 
happy  effect.  The  Yrankees  were  completely  deceived  by  their  bold 
ness,  and  induced  to  believe  that  there  was  a  large  force  in  our  centre. 
They  made  no  farther  attempt  to  pierce  our  centre,  except,  on  a  small 
scale,  hereafter  to  be  mentioned. 

It  was  now  about  four  P.  M.,  and  Burnside's  corps  was  massing  to 
attack  on  our  right.  A  heavy  column  was  advancing  up  the  Boons- 
boro'  pike,  and  I  ordered  up  some  two  or  three  hundred  men,  under 
command  of  Colonel  G.  T.  Anderson,  to  the  hill  already  described, 
commanding  Sharpsburg.  But  they  were  exposed  to  an  enfilade  fire, 
from  a  battery  near  the  church,  on  the  Hagerstown  pike,  and  com 
pelled  to  retire  to  another  hill.  About  thirty  men,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Betts,  twelfth  Alabama,  of  my  division,  remained  as  supports 
to  my  division  batteries,  under  Jones,  Hardaway  and  Bon du rant. 
The  Yrankee  columns  were  allowed  to  come  within  easy  range,  when  a 
sudden  storm  of  grape  and  cannister  drove  them  back  in  confusion. 
Betts'  men  must  have  given  them  a  very  hot  fire,  as  Burnside  reported 
that  he  had  met  three  heavy  columns  on  the  hill.  It  is  difficult  to 
imagine  how  thirty  men  could  so  multiply  themselves,  as  to  appear  to 
the  frightened  Yankees  to  be  three  heavy  columns.  On  our  extreme 
right,  however,  the  Yankees  had  been  more  successful.  They  had 
crossed  the  Antietam,  and  were  driving  our  men  before  them.  Our 
forces,  (supposed  to  be  A.  P.  Hill's  or  D.  It.  Jones'.)  had  fallen  tfock 
nearly  to  the  road  in  rear  of  Sharpsburg,  and  the  Yankees  advanced 
in  fine  style  to  the  crests  commanding  it.  A  few  hundred  yards  more, 
and  our  only  line  of  retreat  would  be  cut  off.  I  called  Carter's  atten-, 
tion  to  this  imposing  force  of  Yankees,  and  he  opened  upon  them  with; 
three  guns,  aided  by  two,  I  think,  of  the  Donaldsonville  artillery. 
The  firing  was  beautiful,  and  the  Yankee  columns  (one  thousand  two 
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hundred  yards  distant)  were  routed  by  this  artillery  fire  alone,  unaided 
by  musketry.  This  is  the  only  instance,  I  have  ever  known,  of  in 
fantry  being  broken  by  artillery  fire  at  long  range.  It  speaks  badly 
for  the  courage  of  Burnside's  men. 

Captain  Cartel*  says  :     "  The  n-oxt  movement  of  the  enemy  was  to 
advance  a  heavy  column  on  the  extreme  right,  bearing  down  on  what 
I  supposed  to  have  been  tbe  right  wing  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division.     Our 
troops  gave  way  entirely  before  the  column       With  three  pieces  of 
my  battery,  aided  by   two  of  Lieutenant  ElTiott's,   this   column  was 
shattered  and  driven  back,  without  the  assistance  (so  far  as  I  know) 
of  any  infantry  whatever.     Generals  D.  H.  Hill  and  Rodes  witnessed 
the  firing."       Our  troops  advanced,  now,  on  the   extreme   right,   and 
Burnside's  whole  corps  was  driven  back.      This  virtually   closed  the 
operations  of  the  day.     But  a  movement  of  a  rather  farcical  charac 
ter  now  took  place.     General  Pryor  had  gathered  quite  a  respectable 
force  behind  a  stone  wall,  on  the  Hagerstown  road,  and  Colonel  G.  T. 
Anderson  had  about  a  regiment  behrnd  a  hill,  immediately  to  the  right 
of  this   road.       A  Maine   regiment,  the   twenty-first   (I  think)  came 
down  to  this  hill,  wholly  unconscious  that  there  were  any  Confederate 
troops  near  it.     A  shout  and  a  volley  informed  them  of  their  danger 
ous  neighborhood.     The  Yankee  apprehension  is  acute,  the  idea  was 
soon  taken  in,  and  was  followed  by  the  most  rapid  running  I  ever  saw. 
The  night  closed  in,  with  our  troops  in  the  centre,  about  two  hundred 
yards  in  rear  of  the  position  held  in  the  morning.     We  held,  however, 
two-thirds  of  the  battle-field,  including  the  ground  gained  by  General 
A.  P.  Hill  on  our  right.     The  only  ground   lost   was  in  the   centre, 
where  the  chief  Yankee  attack  had  been  made,  and  where  there  had 
been  the  severest  fighting  and  the  heaviest  loss  to  both  parties.     The 
skulkers  and  cowards  had  straggled    off,  and    only   the   bravest   and 
truest  men  of 'my  division  had  been  left.     It  is  true  that  hunger  and 
exhaustion   had   nearly  unfitted  these    brave  men  for  battle.       Our 
wagons  had  been  sent  off  across  the  river  on   Sunday,  and   for  three 
days  the  men  had  been  sustaining  life  on  green  corn  and  such  cattle 
as  they  could  kill  in  the  fields.     In  charging  through  an  apple  orchard 
at  the  Yankees,  with  the  immediate  prospect  of  death  before  them,  I 
noticed  men  eagerly  devouring  apples.     The  unparalelled  loss  of  the 
division  shows,  that  spite  of  hunger  and  fatigue,  the  officers  and  men 
fought  most  heroically  in  the  two  battles  in  Maryland.     The  division 
lost  three  thousand  out  of  less  than  nine  thousand  engaged  at  Seven 
Pines.       Four  thousand  out  of  ten   thousand  in   the  battles  around 
Richmond.     But  now,  the  loss  was  thirty-two  hundred  and  forty-one 
(3,241)  in  two  battles  outof  less  than  five  thousand  engaged  ;  that  is, 
the  loss  was  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  entire   force.     Of  these,   nine 
hundred  and  twenty-five  (925)  are  reported   missing.      Doubtless  a 
large  number  of  the  missing  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Yankees  when 
wounded.     But  even  supposing  that  none  of  the  missing  were  killed 
or  wounded,  still  we  have  twenty-three  hundred  and  sixteen  (2,316) 
reported  killed  and  wounded,  or  nearly  one-half  of  those  taken  into 
action.     Among  these  was,  one  brigadier  general  killed,  one  mortally 
wounded,  and  three  brigade  commanders  wounded.    Four  colonels  killed , 
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eight  colonels  wounded.  One  lieutenant  colonel  killed,  seven  lieu 
tenant  colonels  wounded.  Two  majors  killed  and  two  majors  wounded. 
There  were  but  thirty-four  field  officers  present  in  the  battles,  and 
only  nine  left  when  they  tfere  over.  The  mortality  was  equally  great 
among  company  commanders,  and  several  regiments  were  left  under 
command  of  lieutenants.  Still  the  stubborn  spirit  of  the  men  was 
not  subdued.  From  fifteen  to  seventeen  hundred  were  gathered 
together  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  and  placed  in  a  position  more 
sheltered  than  the  one  occupied  the  day  before,  and,  I  think,  would 
have  fought  with  determination  if  not  with  enthusiasm,  had  the  Yan 
kees  made  an  advance  Our  northern  brethren  were  too  much  shat 
tered  to  renew  the  contest,  and  that  night  we  recrossed  the  Potomac. 
The  battle  of  Sharpsburg  was  a  success,  so  far  as  the  failure  of  the 
Yankees  to  carry  the  position  they  assailed.  It  would,  however, 
have  been  a  glorious  victory  for  us,  but  for  three  causes.  1.  The 
separation  of  our  forces.  Had  McLaws  and  R.  II.  Anderson  been 
there  earlier  in  the  morning  the  battle  would  not  have  lasted  two 
hours,  and  would  have  been  signally  disastrous  to  the  Yankees.  £. 
The  bad  handling  of  our  artillery.  This  could  not  cope  with  the 
superior  weight,  calibre,  range,  and  number  of  the  Yankee  guns. 
Hence  it  ought  only  to  have  been  used  against  masses  of  infantry. 
On  the  contrary,  our  guns  were  made  to  reply  to  the  Yankeo  guns, 
and  were  smashed^ip  or  withdrawn  before  they  could  be  effectually 
turned  against  massive  columns  of  attack. .  An  artillery  duel  between 
the  Washington^artillery  and  the  Yankee  batteries  across  the  Au- 
tietam,  on  the  16th,  was  the  most  melancholy  farce  in  the  war.  3. 
The  enormous  straggling.  The  battle  was  fought  with  less  than  thirty 
thousand  men.  Had  all  our  stragglers  been  up,  McClellan's  army 
would  have  been  completely  crushed  or  annihilated.  Doubtless,  the 
want  of  shoes,  want  of  food  and  physical  exhaustion  had  kept  many 
brave  men  from  being  with  the  army.  But  thousands  of  thieving 
poltroons  had  kept  away  from  sheer  cowardice.  The  straggler  is  gen 
erally  a  thief  and  always  a  coward,  lost  to  all  sense  of  shame;  he 
can  only  be  kept  in  ranks  by  a  strict  and  sanguinary  discipline. 

LIST    OF    CASUALTIES. 

Killed.          Wounded.  Missing. 

Rodes'  brigade,       -  111  289  225 

Riple/s  brigade,     -  110  506  124 

Garland's  brigade,  -  46  210  187 

Anderson's  brigade,  64  299  202 

Colquitt's  brigade,  -  129  518  184 

Artillery,  .4  30  3 

Total,  -  464  1,§52  925 

In  this  sad  list,  we  have  especially  to  mourn  many  distinguished 
officers.     Brigadier  General  Garland  was  killed  at  South  Mountain, 
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the  most  fearless  man  I  ever  knew,  a   Christian  hero,  a  ripe  scholar 
and  most  accomplished  gentleman.     Brigadier  General  G.  B.  Ander 
son  was  mortally  wounded  at   Sharpsburg,   a  high-toned,  honorable, 
conscientious,  Christian  soldier,  highly  gifted   and  lovely   in   all  the 
qualities  that  adorn  a  man.     Colonel  C   C.  Tew,  second  North  Caro 
lina  regiment  was  one  of  the  most  finished  scholars  on  the  continent, 
and  had  no  superior  as  a  soldier  in  the  field.     Colonel  B.  B.   Gayle, 
twelfth  Alabama,  a  most. gallant  arid  accomplished  officer,  was  killed 
at  South  Mountain.     Colonel    W.  P.  Barclay* twenty-third   Georgia, 
the  hero  of  South  Mountain,  was  killed  at  Sharpsburg.     There,  too, 
fell  those  gallant  Christian  soldiers,  Colonel  Levi   B.  Smith,  twenty- 
seventh  Georgia,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  M.  Newton,  of  the  sixth 
Georgia.     The  modest  and  heroic  Major  Tracy,  of  the  sixth  Georgia, 
met  there,  too,  a  bloody  grave.     The  lamented  Captain  Plane,  of  that 
regiment,   deserves    epet  ial  mention  ;  of  him  it  could  be  truly  said 
that  he  shrank  from  no  danger,  no  fatigue  and  no   exposure.     Major. 
Kobert  S.  Smith,  fourth   Georgia,   fell,   fighting    most   heroically,  at 
Sharpsburg.     He  had  received  a  military  education,  and  gave  promise 
of  eminence  in  his  profession.     Captain   James   B.  At  well,  twentieth 
North  Carolina,  deserves  to  li.ve   in   the   memory  of  his  countrymen 
for  almost  unsurpassed  gallantry.     After  having  greatly  distinguished 
himself  in  the  capture  of  the  Yankee  battery  at  South  Mountain,  he 
fell,  heroically   fighting,  at   Sharpsburg.     Brigadi^:  General  Ripley 
received  a  severe  wound  in  the  throat,  from  a  minieoall,  which  would 
have  proven   fatal,  but  for 'passing  through    his  craYat.     After  his 
wound  was  dressed,  he  heroically  returned  to  the  field,  and  remained 
to  the  close  of  the  day  with  his  brigade.     Brigadier  General   ilodes 
received  a  painful  contusion  from  a  shell,  but  remained  with  his  com 
mand.     Celonel    McRae,   commanding   brigade,   was    struck    in    the 
forehead,  but  gallantly  remained  on  the  field.     Colonel  Bennett,  four 
teenth  North  Carolina  regiment,   who    had   conducted   himself    most 
nobly  throughout,  won  my  special  admiration  for  the  heroism  he  ex 
hibited,  at  the  moment  of  receiving  what  he  supposed  to  be  a  mortal 
wound.     Colonel  DeRosset,  third  North   Carolina,  received  a  severe 
wound  at  Sharpsburg,  which,  I  fear,  will  forever  deprive  the  South  of 
his  most  valuable  services.     Colonel   I<\   M.  Parker,  thirtieth   North 
Carolina,  a  modest,   brave    and    accomplished    officer,   was   severely 
wounded  at  Sharpsburg.     Colonel  J.  B.  Gordon,  sixth   Alabama,  the 
Chevalier  Bayard  of  the  army,  received  five   wounds   at  Sharpsburg, 
befofe  he  would  quit  the   field.     The   heroic  Colonel   Fry,  thirteenth 
Alabama,  and  Colonel  O'Neal,  twenty-sixth  Alabama,  who   had  both 
been  wounded  at  Seven  Pines,  were  once  more  wounded   severely  at 
Sharpsburg,   while  nobly    doing    their. duty.       Lieutenant    Colonel 
Pickens,  twelfth  Alabama, , and  Major  lledden,  twenty-sixth  Alabama, 
were  both  wounded  at  South  Mountain,  the  former   severely.      They 
greatly  distinguished  themselves  in  that  battle.     Lieutenant  Colonel 
J   M.  Lightfoot,  sixth  Alabama,   and   Lieutenant   Colonel  Johnston, 
fourteenth  North  Carolina,  were  wounded   at  Sharpsburg,  the  latter 
slightly.     Major  Thurston,  third  North  Carolina,  received  a  painful 
contusion,  but  did  not  lea*re  the  field.     Lieutenant  Colonel  Ruffin, 
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thirteenth  North  Carolina,  remained  with  his  regiment  on  South 
Mountain,  after  receiving  three  painful  wounds.  Lieutenant  Col 
onel  Betts,  thirteenth  Alabama,  was  slightly  wounded.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Zachry,  twenty-seventh  Georgia,  had  just  recovered  from  a 
severe  wound  received  before  Richmond,  to  receive  a  more  serious 
one  at  Sharpsburg.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Best  and  Major  Hugging, 
twenty-third  Georgia,  gallant  and  meritorious  officers,  were  severely 
wounded  at  Sharpsburg. 

It  becomes  my  grateful  task  to  speak  in  the  highest,  terms  of  iny 
brigade  commanders,  two  of  whom  sealed  their  devotion  to  their 
country  with  their  lives.  Major  Ratchford,  Major  Pierson,  chief  of 
artillery,  and  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Reid,  of  my  staff,  were  conspicuous 
for  their  gallantry.  Captain  Overton,  serving  temporarily  with  me, 
was  wounded  at  Sharpsburg,  but  remained  under  fire  until  I  urged 
him  to  leave  the  field.  Captain  West  and  Lieutenant  T.  J.  Moore, 
ordnance  officers,  discharged  faithfully  their  duty,  and  rendered  im 
portant  service  on  the  field  at  South  Mountain.  Major  Archer  An 
derson,  adjutant,  had  been  wounded  in  crossing  the  Potomac,  and  I 
lost  his  valuable  services  in  Maryland.  Sergeant'  Hanneling  and 
privates  Thomas  Jones  and  Minter,  of  the  couriers,  acquitted  them 
selves  handsomely. 

Brigadier  General  Rodes  reports,  as  specially  deserving  notice  for 
their  gallantry,  Colonel  O'Neal  and  Major  Redden,  twenty-sixth  Ala 
bama;  Colonel  J.  B  Gordon,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lightfoot,  Lieuten 
ant  R.  H.  Larrey,  Sergeant  J.  B.  Hancock,  sixth  Alabama;  Major 
E.  L.  Hobson,  Captain  T.  M.  Riley,  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Gaff,  Sergeant 
A.  Swicegood,  Color-Corporal  Joshua  Smith,  fifth  ^Alabama ;  Colonel 
C.  A.  Battles,  Captain  E.«S.  Ready,  (badly  wounded,)  Lieutenant  J. 
J.  Lake,  (killed,)  Lieutenant  E.  L.  Randle,  (wounded.)  Sergeant  N. 
M.  Howard,  Sergeant  William  Taylor,  Corporal  Josiah  Ely,  Sergeant 
J.  W.  Hnuxthall,  private  Joseph  Lee,  Sergeant  Jas.  Stewart,  Sergeant 
Henry  Donnalson,  Sergeant  George  Ellison,  and  private  Hollanquist, 
third  Alabama. 

Brigadier  General  Colquitt  reports,  in  like  manner,  N.  B.  Neusan, 
color-sergeant,  J.  J.  Powell,  W.  W.  Glover,  II.  M.  James  and  N.  B. 
Lane,  color-guard,  sixth  Georgia;  Corporal  John  Cooper,  Corporal 
Joseph  J.  Wood,  private  J.  W.  Tompkins,  privates  B.  C.  La  Prade, 
L.  B.  Lamnah,  A.  D.  Simmons,  W.  Smith,  J.  M.  Feltman  and  J.  C. 
Penn.  Captain  Arnold,  sixth  Georgia  regiment,  who  commanded  a 
battalion  of  skirmishers  at  South  Mountain  and  Sharpsburg,  is  enti 
tled  to  the  highest  commendation  for  his  skill  and  gallantry.  Cap 
tain  Garrison,  commanding  twenty-eighth  Georgia,  was  severely 
wounded  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  Captain  Banning,  twenty- 
eighth  Georgia  regiment,  was  distinguished  for  his  intrepid  coolness, 
fighting  in  the  ranks,  with  gun  in  hand,  and  stimulating  his  men 
by  his  words  and  example.  W.  R.  Johnson  and  William  Goff,  twenty- 
eighth  Georgia,  Sergeant  J.  L.  Moore,  privates  W.  A.  Estes,  J.  S. 
Wingate,  W.  S.  Walker,  Isaac  Hundley,  Thomas  Sudler,  J.  J.  Gor 
don,  Simson  Williamson,  Lieutenant  B.  A.  Bowen,  Lieutenant  R.  S. 
Tomme,  Lieutenant  L.  D.  Ford,  First  Sergeant  Herring,  Sergeant  T. 
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P.  W.  Bullard,  Sergeant  J.  J.  Adams,  privates  Mosely,  McCall,  J.  M. 
Vause,  J.  Hatchings,  Thomas  Argo,  J.  S.  Denniss,  W.  C.  Claybanks. 
Joseph  Herron,  W.  D.  Tingle  acd  Corporal  J.  A.  Lee,  thirteenth 
Alabama. 

The  officers  commanding  the  twenty-seventh  and  twenty-eighth  Geor 
gia  regiments  report  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  make  distinctions 
where  so  many  acted  with  distinguished  bravery.  In  the  twenty  - 
seventh,  every  commissioned  officer,  except  onj3,  was  killed  or  wounded 
at  Sharpsburg,  and  this  sole  survivor  was  unwilling  to  discriminate 
among  so  many  brave  men.  Brigadier  General  Doles  (now  command 
ing  Ripley's  brigade,)  pays  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Major  Robert 
S.  Smith,  fourth  Georgia,  arid  speaks  in  the  most  complimentary 
terms  of  Colonel  DeRosset,  and  Major  Thurston,  third  North  Carolina, 
(the  former  severely,  and  the  latter  slightly  wounded,)  and  Captains 
Meares,  McNair  and  Williams,  of  the  same  regiment.  Lieutenant  Col- 
.onel  H.  A.  Brown  and  Captain  J.  A.  Hannell,  acting  Major  of  the  first 
North  Carolina  regiment,  are  also  highly  commended.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Phil  Cock,  Captains  Willis,  De  Graffenreid  and  Lieutenants 
Ilawkens,  Bisel,  Hulbert,  Gay,  (wounded,)  Stephens,  Exell,  Snead, 
Cobb,  (killed,)  Macon,  (severely  wounded,)  "  all  commended  them- 
selves  to  my  special  notice. by  their  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct. Jr 
Captain  Rcy,  commanding  forty-fourth  Georgia,  and  Captain  Reid, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General,  are  equally  commended.  Assistant 
Surgeon  William  P.  Young,  remained  on  the  field  after  he  was 
wounded,  caring  for  the  wounded,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Privates  Thomas  S.  Cartright,  Joseph  S.  Richardson  and 
Henry  E.  Welch,  fourth  Georgia,  are  mentioned  with  distinction. 
The  first  named  fell  with  the  colors  of  his  regiment  in  his  hand. 
Richardson  was  wounded.  Privates  R.  Dudley  Hill  and  Thomas  J. 
Dinglers,  two  lads  in  the  forty-fourth  Georgki,  attracted,  in  an 
especial  manner,  the  attention  of  their  commander,  by  their  extraor 
dinary  daring.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brown,  of  the  first  North  Caro 
lina  regiment,  who  commanded  in  both  battles  in  Maryland,  saye 
that  all  did  their  duty  in  his  regiment,  and  he  cannot  discriminate. 

The  following  officers  and  men,  of  Garland's  brigade,  are  specially 
commended  for  their  good  conduct :  Colonels  D.  R.  McRae,  Iverson 
and  Christie  ;  Lieutenant  Colonels  Johnston  and  Ruffin.  The  latter 
was  wounded  three  times  at  South  Mountain,  and  exhibited  the  high 
est  qualities  of  the  officer  and  soldier.  Captains  Garret,  Robinson, 
Brookfield,  Adjutant  J.  M.  Taylor  and  Lieutenant  Peirce,  of  the 
fifth  ;  Captain  Atwell  (killed)  and  Lieutenant  Caldwell,  of  the 
twentieth,  conducted  themselves  with  soldier-like  gallantry.  Lieu 
tenants  King,  Ray,  Malone,  Duguid,  Felton  and  Sutten,  Sergeants 
Riddick,  Ingram,  Pearce,  Johnson  and  Dennis,  privates,  Hays, 
Ellis,  Campbell,  Hillard  and  Rinsart,  of  the  same  regiment,  are 
highly  commended  by  their  regimental  commanders.  Sergeant  A. 
W.  Fullenwider,  John  W.  Glenn,  C.  W.  Bennet  and  privates  E.  F. 
Howell  and  W.  C.  Watkins,  of  the  twenty-third  North  Carolina,  ex 
hibited  extraordinary  coolness  and  daring.  Sergeant  Fullenwider 
has  been  six  times  wounded  during  the  war,  but  still  lives  to  perform 
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more  heroic  deeds.  Private  David  Jones,  twentieth  North  Carolina, 
was  specially  distinguished  as  a  bold  and  intelligent  scout  at  South 
Mountain. 

In  Anderson's  brigade,  the  field  officers  present  in  the  battles,  Colonel 
Tew,  second  North  Carolina,  (killed,)  Colonel  Grimes,  fourth  North 
Carolina,  Colonel  Bennett,  (wounded,)  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  C. 
Johnston,  (slightly  wounded,)  both  of  the  fourteenth  North  Carolina, 
Colonel  Parker,  (severely  wounded,)  and  Major  Sellers,  both  of  the 
thirtieth  North  Carolina,  are  all  worthy  of  the  gratitude  of  their 
country,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services.  Colonel  Grimes  was 
disabled  by  the  hick  of  a  horse,  from  being  with  his  regiment  (fourth 
North  Carolina)  at  Sharpsburg,  and  unfit  for  duty  for  months  after 
wards.  The  fourth -thus  lost  his  valuable  services.  This  gallant  regi 
ment,  which  has  never  been  surpassed  by  any  troops  in  the  world,  for 
gallantry,  subordination  and  propriety,  was  commanded  by  the  horoic 
Captain  Marsh,  and,  after  his  fall,  by  the  equally  heroic  Captain 
Latham,  who  shared  the  same  fate.  All  the  officers  of  this  noble 
regiment,  present  at  Sharpsburg,  were  killed  or  wounded.  Their 
names  deserve  to  be  preserved.  Captains  Marsh ^ Latham  and  Osborne. 
Lieutenants  Stansill,  Colton,  Allen,  Parker,  Brown,  Weaver,  Craw 
ford  and  Bonner,  Sergeants  John  Troutman  and  J.  W.  Shinn,  Cor 
porals  J.  A.  Cowan  and  H.  H.  Barnes,  and  private  J.  D.  Barton,' of 
this  regiment,  were  greatly  distinguished  for  their  courage.  Private  J. 
B.  Stinson,  of  same  regiment,  acting  as  courier  to  General  Anderson, 
was  wounded  in  three  place  at  Sharpsburg,  and  there,  as  on  every  other 
battle-field,  behaved  most  nobly.  Colonel  Bennet,  of  wthe  fourteenth 
North  Carolina,  commends  Captains  Jones,  Freeman,  Bell,  Debun  and 
Weir,  Lieutenants  Liles,  Mitchell,  Harney,  Shankle,  Bevers,  Thread- 
gill,  Meachem,  Sergeants  Jenkins,  McLester,  Corporal  Crump,  pri 
vates  McGregor,  Beasley,  Odell  and  Morgan.  The  second  North 
Carolina,  after  the  death  of  the  gallant  and  accomplished  Tew,  was 
commanded  by  Captain  Roberts,  since  resigned.  The  thirtieth  North 
Carolina,  after  the  fall  of  its  gallant  cokmel,  was  commanded  by  Ma 
jor  Sillers,  a  brave  and  meritorious  officer. 

I  much  regret  that  the  officers  of  these  two  regiments  have  declined 
to  present  the  names  of  those  specially  distinguished  for  coolness  and 
courage.  The  thirteenth  North  Carolina,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Ruffin,  greatly  distinguished  itself  at  South  Mountain.  I  regret  that 
I  have  no  report  from  that  heroic  officer,  now  absent  sick.  He  often, 
however,  spoke  of  the  great  gallantry  of  Sergeant  Walter  S.  William 
son. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  II.  HILL, 
Major  General. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  A.  P.  HILL. 

HEADQUARTERS  LIGHT  DIVISION, 

Camp  Gregg,  February  25th,  1863. 

Li ieu tenant  Colonel  C.  J.  FAULKNER,  A.  A.  (?., 

Scccnd  Army  C^rps  : 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my:  division,  frpm  the  crossing  of  the  Rapidan,  August 
2()th,  to  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  at  gCastleman's  ferry,  November 
oth,  inclusive : 

The  division  was  composed  of  the  brigades  of  Generals  Branch, 
Gregg,  Field,  Pender,  Archer  and  Colonel  Thomas,  with  the  batteries 
of  Braxton,  Latham,  Crenshaw,  Mclntosh,  Davidson  and  Pegram, 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  L.  Walker,  chief  of  artillery. 

The  march  was  without  incident  of  importance,  until  arriving  at 
the  ford  opposite  Warrenton  Springs.  The  morning  after  arriving, 
(Sunday,  the  24th,)  I  was  directed  to  occupy  the  hills  crowning  this- 
ford.  My  batteries  were  placed  in  eligible  positions,  the  brigades 
being  sheltered  in  rear  of  them.  Tlie  enemy  planted  a  number  of 
batteries  upon  the  hills  across  the  river,  and  about  ten,  A.  M.,  opened 
a  heavy  fire  upon  my  batteries,  which  was  continued  without  intef- 
imssion  until  late  in  the  afternoon.  My  batteries  did  not  reply  to 
this  lire,  but  when  their  heavy  columns  of  infantry  advanced  down 
the  road  towards  the  Springs,  simultaneously  the  batteries  of  Brax 
ton,  Latham,  Davidson,  Mclntosh,  and  Pegram  poured  in  such  a 
storm  of  shot  that  the  enemy  were  scattered  in  the  greatest  confu 
sion.  Twice  was  this  repeated.  My  own  loss  .was  but  eighteen,  that 
of  the  enemy  must  have  been  heavy  in  comparison.  At  nightfall,  I 
was  relieved  by  Brigadier  General  Hood,  and  the  next  morning  com 
menced  the  flank  movement  to  Manassas.  A  march  of  thirty-four 
miles  was  made  in  two  days. 

Wednesday  morning,  at  Manassas  Junction,  Branch's  brigade  had 
a  saarp  encounter  with  a  battery  supported  by  the  twelfth  Pennsylva 
nia  cavalry.  They  were  soon  dispersed. 

Field,  Pender,  Archer  and  Thomas  were  directed  to  the  right 
and  towards  the  railroad  bridge,  and  soon  encountered  the  New 
Jersey  brigade  of  General  Taylor.  They  had  just  arrived  from 
Alexandria,  disembarked  from  the  cars,  and  were  forming  line  of  bat 
tle  when  they  were  attacked,  and  routed  completely,  General  Taylor 
nrertally  wounded,  and  two  hundred  prisoners  taken  ;  the  train  in 
which  thry  came,  and  the  railroad  bridge  were  destroyed.  That  night, 
about  twelve  o'clock,  the  depot  buildings,  with  an  immense  amount  of 
commissary  stores,  and  about  two  miles  of  loaded  freight  cars  were 
burned,  and,  at  one  o'clock,  I  moved  my  division  to  Centreville.  At 
ten,  A.  M.,  moved  upon  the  Warrenton  pike,  towards  the  stone  bridge, 
when  I  received  an  order  from  General  Jackson,  dated  battle-field  of 
Manassas,  eight,  A.  M.,  that  "  the  enemy  were  in  full  retreat,  and  to 
move  down  to  the  fords  and  intercept  him."  But  having  just  seen 
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two  intercepted  despatches  from  Pope  to  McDowell,  ordering  the  for 
mation  of  his  line  of  battle  for  the  next  day,  on  Manassas  plains,  I 
deemed  it  best  to  push  on  and  join  General  Jackson.  That  evening, 
(Thursday,)  there  was  a  little  artillery  practice  by  some  of  my  bat 
teries  on  the  enemy's  infantry. 

BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS. 

Friday  morning,  in  accordance  with  orders  from  General  Jackson, 
I  occupied  the  line  of  the  unfinished  railroad,  my  extreme  left  resting 
near  Dudley's  ford,  my  right  near  the  point  where  the  road  strikes 
the  open  field,  Gregg,  Field  and  Thomas  in  the  front  line — Gregg  on 
the  left  and  Field  on  the  right — with  Branch,  Fender  and  Archer  as 
supports.  My  batteries  were  in  the  open  field  in  rear  of  the  infantry, 
the  nature  of  my  position  being  such  as  to  preclude  the  effective  use 
of  much  artilh'ry  The  evident  intention  of  the  enemy  this  day  was 
to  turn  our  left  and  overwhelm  Jackson's  corps  before  Longstreet 
came  up,  and,  to  accomplish  this,  the  most  persistent  and  furious  on 
sets  were  made,  by  column  after  column  of  infantry,  accompanied  by 
numerous  batteries  of  artillery.  Soon  my  reserves  were  all  in,  and 
up  to  six  o'clock,  my  division,  assisted  by  the  Louisiana  brigade  of 
General  Hays,  commanded  by  Colonel  Forno,  with  an  heroic  courago 
and  obstinacy  almost  beyond  parallel,  had  met  and  repulsed  six  dis 
tinct  and  separate  assaults,  a  portion  of  the  time  the  majority  of  the- 
men  being  without  a  cartridge.  The  reply  of  the  gallant  Gregg  to  a 
message  of  mine,  is  worthy  of  notice,  "  Tell  General  Hill  that  my  am- 
munition  is  exhausted,  but  that  I  will  hold  my  position  with  the  bay- 
net."  The  enemy  prepared  for  a  last  and  determined  attempt.  Their 
eeried  masses,  overwhelming  superiority  of  numbers,  and  bold  bear 
ing,  made  the  chance  of  victory  to  tremble  in  the  balance  ;  my  own 
division,  exhausted  by  seven  hours'  unremitted  fighting,  hardly  one 
round  per  man  remaining,  and  weakened  in  ail  things,  save  its  un 
conquerable  spirit.  Casting  about  for  holp,  fortunately  it  was  here 
reported  to  me  that  the  brigades  of  Generals  Lawton  and  Early  were 
near  by,  and,  sending  for  then-,  they  promptly  moved  to  my  front  at 
the  most  opportune  moment,  and  this  last  charge  met  the  same  disas 
trous  fate  that  had  befallen  those  preceding.  Having  received  an 
order  from  General  Jackson  to  endeavor  fco  avoid  a  general  engage 
ment,  my  commanders  of  brigades  contented  themselves  with  repuls 
ing  the  eremy,  and  following  them  up  but  a  few  hundred  yards. 

During  the  night  of  tho  29th,  my  brigades  were  engaged  in  refill 
ing  cartridge-boxes,  and  generally  putting  themselves  in  condition  for 
the  morrow's  fight, 

Brigadier  General  Field  was  severely  wounded,  and  I  regret  that 
his  invaluable  assistance  was,  in  consequence,  lost  to  me  during  the 
balance  of  the  campaign.  His  gallant  bearing  and  soldierly  qualities 
gave  him  unbounded  influence  over  his  men,  and  they  were  ever  ready 
to  follow  where  he  led;  The  command  of  his  brigade  devolved  upon 
Colonel  Brockenbrough,  of  the  fortieth  Virginia. 

The  gallant  Forno  was  also  stricken  down,  with,  as  was  supposed  at 
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the  time,  a  mortal  wound.  Colonel  Strong  succeeded  to  his  com 
mand. 

General  Fender  was  knocked  down  by  a  shell,  but,  as  once  before, 
refused  to  leave  the  fif  Id. 

Archer's  horse  was  killed  under  him.  Branch,  Fender,  Brocken- 
brough  and  Strong  were  brought  from  the  front  and  placed  in  reserve. 

>0n  the  30th,  about  two  o'clock,  the  enemy  again  made  an  attack 
alonge  our  whole  line.  The  attack  on  my  part  of  the  line  was  gal 
lantly  resisted  by  Archer  and  Thomas,— Gregg  still  holding  the 
extreme  left.  Ttys  onset  was  so  fierce,  and  in  such  force,  that  at  first 
some  headway  was  made,  but  throwing  in  Fender  and  Brockenbrough, 
their  advance  w*»,s  again  checked,  and  eventually  repulsed  with  great 
loss.  Later  in  the  evening,  I  sent  a  message  to  General  Jackson  that 
I  had  ordered  my  whole  line  to  advance,  and  it  was  approved,  and  he 
directed  me  to  advance  in  echelon  of  brigades.  This  order  was 
promptly  carried  out;  Fender,  Archer,  Thomas  and  Branch  steadily  ad 
vancing.  Branch-on  the  extreme  left,  thrown  considerably  back,  met 
no  resistance, and  Brockenbrougb.  ci}  the  extreme  right, being  separated 
from  his  own  divison  by  one  or  two  of  Taliaferro\s  brigades,  advanced 
in  conjunction  with  them.  Gregg  and  Strong  were  held  back  to  meet 
a  threatened  movement  on  my  left.  The  three  brigades  of  Fender, 
Archer  and  Thomas,  however,  held  together,  and  drove  everything 
before  them,  capturing  two  batteries,  many  prisoners,  and  resting  that 
night  on  Bull  Ilun;  and  the  ground  thus  won,  was  occupied  that 
night.  These  brigades  had  penetrated  so  far  within  the  enemy's 
hues,  that  Captain  Ashe,  A.  A.  G.  to  General  Fender,  was  taken 
prisoner  that  night,  returning  from  my  headquarters  to  his  own  brig 
ade. 

The  batteries  of  Braxton,  Fegram,  Mclntosh  and  Crenshaw  were  gal 
lantly  served  during  this  fight,  and  did  yeoman's  service.  The  battle 
being  thus  gloriously  won,  my  men  slept  among  the  dead  and  dyirig 
enemy. 

My  loss  was  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  killed,  thirteen  hundred 
and  eight  wounded;  total,  fifteen hundied  and  seven,  of  \vhich  Gregg's 
brigade  lost  six  hundred  arid  nineteen. 

The  brave  Colonels  Marshall,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Forbes  of 
Tennessee,  were  killed ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Leadbetter,  of  South 
Carolina,  also  met  a  soldier's  death.  Colonels  Barnes,  Edwards  and 
McGownn,  Lieutenant  Colonels  McCorkl<%  Farron  and  McCreaciy,  and 
Major  Brockman,  of  Gregg's  brigade,  were  wounded. 

The  stubborn  tenacity  with  which  Gregg's  brigade  held  its  position 
this  day,  is  worthy  of  highest  commendation. 

Ox  HILL. 

•  Monday  evening,  September  1st,  the  divisions  arrived  near  Ger- 
mantown,  on  the  Little  river  turnpike,  and  it  was  understood  the  en 
emy  were  in  force,  in  a  strong  position,  known  as  Ox  Hill,  and 
prepared  to  dispute  our  further  passage.  By  direction  of  General 
Jaekson,  I  sent  forward  the  brigades  of  Branch  and  Brockenbrough 
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to  feel  and  engage  the  enemy.  This  battle  commenced  under  the 
most  unfavorable  circumstances,  a  heavy,  blinding  rain-storm  directly 
in  the  faces  of  my  men.  These  two  brigades  gallantly  engaged  the 
enemy,  Branch  being  exposed  to  a  very  heavy  fire  in  front  and  in  his 
flank.  Gregg,  Fender,  Thomas  and  Archer  were  successively  thrown 
in.  The  enemy  obstinataly  contested  the  ground,  and  it  was  not 
until  the  Federal  Generals  Kearney  and  Stevens  had  fallen  in  front 
of  Thomas'  brigade,  that  they  were  driven  from  the  ground.  They 
did  not,  however,  retire  far,  until  later  during  the  night,  when  they 
entirely  disappeared.  The  brunt  of  this  fight  was  borne  by  Branch, 
Gregg  and  Fender.  Colonel  Riddick  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Miller, 
of  Fender's  brigade,  were  mortally  wounded,  and  Captain  Store, 
commanding  sixteenth  North  Carolina,  and  Major  Rivers,  of  Thomas' 
brigade,  severely  so. 

My  loss  was  thirty-nine  killed  and  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
wounded ;  total,  three  hundred  and  six. 

On  the  5th  September,  the  division  crossed  into  Maryland,  near 
Leesburg,  and,  on  the  llth,  recrossed  into  Virginia  at  Williannport, 
advanced  upon  Martinsburg,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  pickets, 
entered  the  town  on  the  12th,  and  caused  General  White  with  some 
three  thousand*  men,  to  fall  backv  upon  Harper's  Ferry.  A  large 
quantity  of  commissary  and  quartermaster  stores  were  taken  at  Mar- 
tinsburg. 

Saturday,  the  13th,  arrived  at  Harper's  Ferry,  my  division  being 
iu  advance. 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  the  necessary  signals  from  the  Loudon  and 
Maryland  Heights  having  notified  us  that  all  was  ready,  I  was  or 
dered  by  General  Jackson  "  to  move  along  the  left  bank  of  the  She- 
nandoah,  and  thus  turn  the  enemy's  left  flank,  and  enter  Harper's 
Ferry."  The  enemy  occupied  a  ridge  of  hills  known  as  Bolivar 
Heights,  extending  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Shenandoah,  naturally 
strong,  but  rendered  very  formidable  by  extensive  earthworks.  Hav 
ing  first  shelled  the  woods  over  which  my  route  lay,  I  moved  oMiquoly 
to  my  right  until  I  struck  the  Shenandoah.  Moving  down  the  She 
nandoah,  I  discovered  an  cminence'crowning  the  extreme  left  of  the 
enemy's  line,  bare  of  all  earthworks,  the  only  obstacles  being  abattis 
of  fallen  timber.  The  enemy  occupied  this  hill  with  infantry,  but 
no  artillery.  Branch  and  Gregg  were  ordered  to  continue  the  march 
along  the  river,  and  during  the  night  to  take  advantage  of  the  r-^vHos, 
cutting  the  precipitous  banks  of  the  river,  and  establish  themselves 
on  the  plain  to  the  left  and  rear  of  the  enemy's  works.  Fender,  Archer 
and  Brockenbrough  were  directed  to  gain  the  crest  of  the  hill  before 
mentioned  ;  Thomas  followed  as  a  reserve.  The  execution  of  this 
movement  was  entrusted  to  General  Fender,  his  own  brigade  being 
commanded  by  Colonel  Brewer.  This  was  accomplished  with  but 
slight  resistance,  and  the  fate  of  Harper's  Ferry  was  sealed.  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel  Walker  was  directed  to  bring  up  his  guns,  and  estab 
lish  them  in  the  position  thus  gained.  This  was  done^during  the 
night,  by  the  indomitable  resolution  and  energy  of  Colonel  Walker 
and  his  adjutant,  Lieutenant  Chamberlaine,  ably  seconded  by  the  cap- 
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tains  of  batteries.  Generals  Branch  and  Gregg,  had  also  gained  the 
position  desired,  and  daybreak  found  them  in  rear  of  the  enemy's  line 
of  defence.  General  Fender,  with  Thomas  in  support,  moved  his 
brigades  to  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  works, 
and  were  sheltered  as  much  as  possible  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 
At  dawn,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker  opened  a  rapid  enfilade  fire  from 
all  his  batteries,  at  about  one  thousand  yards'  range.  The  enemy  re 
plied  vigorously.  In  an  hour,  the  enemy's  fire  seeming  to  be  pretty 
well  silenced,  the  batteries  were  ordered  to*  cease,  and  this  was  tho 
signal  for  storming  the  works.  General  Fender  had  commenced  his 
advance,  when  the  enemy  again  opening,  Pegram  and  Crenshaw  were 
run  forward  to  within  four  hundred  yards,  and  quickly  coming  into 
battery,  poured  in  a  damaging  fire.  The  enemy  now  displayed  the 
white  flag,  and  Lieutenant  Chamberhine  was  sent  in  to  know  if  they 
surrendered.  This  was  soon  ascertained  to  be  the  fact,  and  the  gar 
rison,  &c.  was  surrendered  by  General  White,  Colonel  D.  S.  Miles, 
the  commanding  officer,  having  been  mortally  wounded.  By  direc 
tion  of  General  Jackson,  I  granted  General  White  the  most  liberal 
terms,  and  regret  to  report  that  this  magnanimjty  was  not  appreciated 
by  the  enemy,  as  the  wagons  which  were  loaned  to  carry  off  the  pri 
vate  baggage  of  officers  were  net  returned  •  for  nearly  two 
months,  and  not  until  repeated  calls  had  been  made  for  them. 
When  I  entered  the  works  of  the  enemy,  which  was  only  a  few- 
moments  after  the  white  flag  had  been  shown,  there  was  apparently 
no  organization  of  any  kind — that  had  ceased  to  exist.  The  iruits  of 
this  victory  were  eleven  thousand  prisoners,  about  twelve  thousand 
stand  of  arms,  seventy  pieces  of  artillery,  harness  and  hcrses,  a  large 
number  of  wagons,  commissary,  quartermaster  and  ordnance  stores. 
My  loss  was  three  killed  and  sixty-^ix  wounded. 

SHARPSBURG. 

By  direction  of  General  Jackson,  I  remained  at  Harper's  Ferry 
until  the  morning  of  the  17th,  when,  at  half  past  six,  A.  M.,  I  re 
ceived  an  order  from  General  Lee  to  move  to  Sharpsburg.  Leaving 
Thomas  wi»h  his  brigade  to  complete  the  removal  of  the  captured 
property,  my  division  was  put  in  motion  half  past  seven,  A.  M.  The 
head  of  my  column  arrived  upon  the  battle-field  of  SSharpsburg,  a  dis 
tance  of  seventeen  miles,  at  half-past  two,  and,  reporting  in  person 
to  General  Lee,  he  directed  me  to  take  position  on  our  right.  Brig 
adier  General  D.  R.  Jones,  commanding  on  our  right,  gave  me  such 
information  as  my  ignorance  of  the  ground  made  necessary.  My 
troops  were  rapidly  thrown  into  position — Fender  and  Brockenbrough. 
on  the  extreme  right,  looking  to  a  road  which  crossed  the  Anteitam, 
near  its  mouth,  and  Branch,  Gregg  and  Archer,  extending  to  the  left 
and  connecting  with  D.  It.  Jones'  division.  Mclntosh's  battery  had 
been  sent  forward  to  strengthen  Jonas'  right,  weakened  by  troops 
withdrawn,  to  our  left  and  centre.  Braxton's  battery,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Marye,  (Captain  Braxton  acting  as  chief  of  artillerv)  was 
placed  upon  a  commanding  point  on  Gregg's  right,  and  Crenshaw  an<J 
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Pegrarn.  on  a  hill  to  my  left,  which  gave  them  a  wide  field  of  fire. 
My  troops  were  not  in  a  moment  too  soon.  The  enemy  had  already 
.advanced  in  three  lines,  had  broken  through  Jones'  division,  cap 
tured  Macintosh's  battery,  and  were  in  the  full  tide  of  success.  With 
a  yell  of  defiance,  Archer  charged  them,  retook  Mclntosh's  guns, 
and  drove  them  back  pell  mell.  Branch  and  Gregg,  with  their  old 
veterans,  sternly  held  their  ground,  and  pouring  in  destructive  vol 
leys,  the  tide  of  the  ernemy  surged  back,  and  breaking  in  confusion, 
passed  out  of  sight.  During  this  attack,  Fenders  brigade  was  moved 
from  my  right  to  the  centre,  but  the  enemy  were  driven  back  without 
actively  engaging  his  brigade.  The  three  brigades  of  my  division 
actively  engaged  did  not  number  over  two  thousand  men,  and  these, 
with  the  help  of  my  splendid  batteries,  drove  back  Burnside's  corps 
of  fifteen  thousand  men. 

The  Confederacy  has  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  gallant  soldier  and  ac 
complished  gentleman,  who  fell  in  this  battle,  at  the  head  of  his  brig- 
aderf  Brigadier  General  L.  O'B.  Branch,  of  ISorth  Carolina.  He  was 
my  senior  brigadier,  and  one  to  whom  I  could  have  entrusted  the 
command  of  the  division  with  all  confidence. 

General  Gregg,  of  South  Carolina,  was  wounded,  and  the  brave 
Colonel  Barnes  mortally  so.  My  gallant  Captain  Program,  of  the 
artillery,  was  also  wounded,  for  the  first  time. 

My  loss  was  sixty- three  killed  and  two  hundred  and  eighty-three 
wounded.  Total,  three  hundred  and  forty-six. 

We  lay  upon  the  field  of  battle  that  night,  and  until  the  next  night 
at  one  o'clock,  when  my  division  was  silently  withdrawn,  and,  as  di 
rected  by  General  Lee,  covered  the  retirement  of  our  army.  My  di 
vision  crossed  the  Potomac,  into  Virginia,  about  ten,-  A.  M.,  the 
next  morning,  every  wagon  an  1  piece  of  artillery  having  been  safely 
put  on  the  Virginia  shore.  I  bivouacked  that  night,  19th,  about  five 
miles  from  Shepherdstown. 

SHEPHERDSTOWN. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th,  at  half-past  six,  I  was  directed  by 
General  Jackson  to  take  my  division  and  drive  across  the  river  some 
brigades  of  the  enemy,  who  had  crossed  during  the  night,  driven  off 
General  Pendleton's  artillery,  capturing  four  pieces,  and  were  making 
preparations  to  hold  their  position.  Arriving  opposite  Boteler's  ford, 
and  about  half  mile  therefrom,  I  formed  my  line  of  battle  in  two 
lines — the  first,  the  brigades  of  Pender,  Gregg  and  Thomas,  under 
command  of  General  Gregg,  and  the  second,  Lane,  (Branch's  brig 
ade)  Archer  and  Broekenbough,  under  the  command  of  General 
Archer. 

The  enemy  had  lined  the  opposite  hills  with  some  seventy  pieces 
of  artillery,  and  the  infantry,  who  had  crossed,  lined  the  crest  of  the 
high  banks  on  the  Virginia  shore.  My  lines  advanced  simultaneously, 
and  soon  encountered  the  enemy.  This  advance  was  made  in  .the  face 
of  the  most  tremendous  fire  of  artillery  I  ever  saw,  and  too  much 
praise  cannot  be  awarded  my  regiment  for  their  steady,  unwavering 
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step.  It  was  as  if  each  man  felt  that  the  fate  of  the  army  was 
centred  in  himself.  The  infantry  opposition  in  front  of  Gregg's 
centre  and  right  was  but  trifling,  and  soon  brushed  away.  The  en 
emy,  however,  massed  in  front  of  Fender,  and  extending,  endeav 
ored  to  turn  his  left.  General  Fender  became  hotly  engaged,  and 
informing  Archer  of  his  danger,  he  (Archer)  moved  by  the  left  flank, 
and  forming  on  Fender's  left,  a  simultaneous,  daring  charge  was 
made,  and  the  enemy  driven  pell  mell  into^  the  river.  Then  com 
menced  the  most  terrible  slaughter  that  this  war  has  yet  witnessed. 
The  broad  surface  of  the  Potomac  was  blue  with  the  floating  bodies 
of  our  foe.  But  few  escaped  to  tell  the  tale.  By  their  own  account 
they  lost  three  thousand  men  killed  and  drowned  from  one  brigade 
alone.  Some  two  hundred  prisoners  were  taken. 

My  own  loss  was,  thirty  killed,  and  two  hundred  and  thirty-one 
wounded.  Total,  two  hundred  and  sixty-one. 

This  was  a  wholesome  lesson  to  the  enemy,  and  taught  them  to 
know  that  it  may  be  dangerous  sometimes  to  press  a  retreating  arjny. 

In  this  battle  I  did  not  use  a  piece  of  artillery.  My  division  per 
formed  its  share  in  the  destruction  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio*  rail 
road,  arid  about  the  1st  November,  took  position  at  Castleman's 
Ferry,  near  Snicker's  Gap.  November  5th,  Archer's  and  Thomas' 
brigades  being  on  picket  at  the  ferry  with  Pegram's  and  Latham'8 
batteries,  the  enemy  made  an  attempt  to  cross  the  river,  but  were 
handsomely  repulsed  by  the  nineteenth  Georgia,  and  the  batteries, 
with  a  loss  of  two  hundred  men. 

During  this  campaign,  the  especial  good  conduct  of  Colonels 
Brewer,  Mallory,  Folsom  and  Major  C.  C.  Cole,  deserves  mention. 
Captain  Wright,  of  Georgia,  commanding  my  escort,  was  invaluable 
to  me,  and  proved  himself  a  cool,  clear-headed  fighter. 

My  thanks  are  due  my  staff  for  their  hearty  co-operation  and  in 
telligent  transmission  of  my  orders  under  a  fire  frequently  uncom 
fortably  hot;  Major  R.  C.  Morgan,  assistant  adjutant  general; 
Major  Wingate,  Captain  R.  II.  Adams,  signal  officers;  Lieutenant 
Murray  Taylor,  aid-de-camp,  and  Lieutenant  Camfield,  of  my  escort. 

My  loss  during  this  series  of  battles,  was,  three  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  killed,  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  nine  wounded.  Total, 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-seven. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  HILL, 
Major  General  commanding  Light  Division. 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY   OF   KILLED    AND    WOUNDED  in 
the  Division  of  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill. 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  STUART  OF  OPERA 
TIONS  FROM  THE  ADVANCE  OF  THE  ARMY  TILL  IT 
REACHED  THE  RAPPAHANNOCK. 


HEADQUARTF.RS  CAVALRY  DIVISION,      > 
Army  of  Northren  Virginia^  February  5,  1863.  ) 

Brigadier  General  R.  II.  CHILTON, 

Assistant  Adft  and  Inspector  General,  Army  of  Northern  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  during  the  period  of  the  army's  advance 
to  the  Rappahannock,  in  August  last : 

My  command,  at  that  time,  consisted  of  Hampton's  brigade,  left  on 
observation  on  the  Charles  City  border,  where  the  enemy's  demonstra 
tions  left  us  in  some  doubt  about  his  intentions  ;  Fitz  Lee's  brigade  at 
"Hanover  Court-House.  (where  also  were  my  headquarters,)  and  a  bat 
tery  of  horse  artillery  to  each.  On  the  1 6th  of  August,  1862,  in  pur 
suance  of  the  commanding  General's  (R..E.  Lee)  secret  instructions,  I 
put  this  brigade  on  the  march  for  the  vicinity  of  Raccoon  ford,  near 
"which  point  the  army  under  his  command  was  rapidly  concentrating. 
•General  Fitzhugh  Lee  was  directed  by  me  to  proceed  the  next  day 
'from  near  Davenport's  bridge,  opposite  Beaver  Dam,  across  to  the 
vicinity  of  Raccoon  ford,  where  I  promised  to  join  him  on  that 
evening,  (17th.)  I  proceeded,  on  the  cars,  directly  to  the  command 
ing  General,  whom  I  found  near  Orange  Court-House.  My  command 
•was  now  augmented  by  the  addition  of  another  brigade,  Robertson's, 
and  it  was  intended  to  concentrate  the  bulk  of  this  force  near  Rac 
coon  ford,  cross  and  attack  the  enemy's  communications  in  rear  of 
Culpeper  Court-House,  simultaneously  with  a  blow  by  the  main  body 
in  front.  I  rode  down  to  Yerdiersville,  a  point  on  the  plank  road, 
opposite  Raccoon  fold,  where  I  expected  confidently  to  meet  Lee's 
brigade  that  evening.  I  found  no  one  there,  except  the  few  inhabit 
ants,  who  had  heard  nothing  of  the  brigade.  It  was  night ;  but  as  it 
•was  highly  important  to  communicate  with  Lee's  brigade,  with  a  view 
to  crossing  the  next  day,  I  sent  my  Adjutant  General,  Major  Fitz 
hugh,  on  the  road  on  which  (rcnerul  F.  Lee  was  to  have  marched,  to 
look  for  him,  remaining,  myself,  at  Yerdiersville.  At  early  dawn,  next 
morning,  I  was  aroused  from  the  porch  where  I  lay,  by  the  noise  of 
horsemen  and  wagons,  and  walking  out  bareheaded  to  the  fence  near 
by,  found  that  they  were  coming  from  the  very  direction  indicated  for 
General  F.  Lee.  I  was  not  left  long  in  this  delusion,  however,  for 
two  officers,  Captain  Mobby  and  Lieutenant  Gibson,  whom  I  sent  to 
ascertain  the  truth,  were  fired  upon  and  rapidly  pursued.  I  had 
"barely  time  to  leap  upon  my  horse,  just  as  I  was,  and,  with  Major 
Von  Borcke  and  Lieutenant  Dabnry,  of  my  staff,  escaped  by  leaping 
a  high  fence.  The  major,  who  took  the  road,  was  fired  at  as  long  as 
in  sight,  but  none  of  us  were  hurt.  There  was  no  assistance  for  ten 
miles.  Having  stopped  at  the  nearest  woods,  I  observed  the  party 
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approach  and  leave  in  great  haste,  but  not  without  my  hat  and  the 
cloak  which  had  formed  my  bed.  Major  Fitzhugh,  in  his  searches 
for  General  Lee,  was  caught  by  this  party,  and  borne  off  as  a  prisoner 
cf  war.  General  Lee's  brigade  did  not  arrive  till  the  night  of  the 
18th,  a  day  behind  time.  Not  appreciating  the  necessity  of  punc 
tuality  in  this  instance,  he  changed  his  course  after  leaving  me,  and 
turned  back  by  Louisa  Court-House,  following  his  wagons,  which  I 
had  directed  him  to  send  by  that  point  for  provisions,  &c.  By  this 
failure  to  comply  with  instructions,  not  only  the  movement  of  the 
cavalry  across  the  Rapidan  was  postponed  a  day,  but  a  fine  opportu 
nity  lost  to  overhaul  a  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  a  predatory 
excursion  far  beyond  their  lines.  By  the  great  detour  made  by  this 
brigade  it  was  not  in  condition  to  move  on  the  19th  upon  a  forced 
march  to  the  enemy's  rear;  but,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from 
the  commanding  General,  a  copy  of  which,  marked  A,  accompanies 
this  report,  the  19th  was  devoted  to  rest  and  preparation,  moving 
down  for  bivouac  near  Mitchell's  ford  late  in  the  evening.  During 
the  day  the  order  of  battle,  marked  C,  and  subsequent  instructions, 
marked  B,  were  received  from  the  commanding  General,  from  which, 
it  seemed,  the  enemy  had  escaped  attack.  At  moonrise,  on  the  20th, 
about  four  A.  M.,  General  Lee's  and  Robertson's  brigades  were  moved 
across  the  Rapidan  at  two  adjacent  fords,  and  pushed  rapidly  forward — 
Lee's  directly  by  Madden,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of 
Kelley's  and  Ely's  fords,  on  the  Rappahannock,  and  Robertson's,, 
which  I  act  OTtp-inied,  via  Stevensburg,  (a  village  four  miles  east  of 
Culpeper  Court- House,)  towards  Brandy  Station.  Brigadier  General 
Fitzhugh  Lee,  whose  written  report  has  not  been  furnished,  found 
the  enemy's  rear  near  Kelley's  forJ,  and,  by  vigorous  attack,  secured 
several  prisoners  and  a  cavalry  color.  One  of  Robertson's  regiments, . 
with  the  artillery  of  his  brigade,  had  been,  by  my  direction,  left  on 
the  upper  Rapidan.  Colonel  T.  T.  Munford,  who  commanded  that  regi 
ment,  was  ordered  to  keep  on  the  left  of  Jackson's  wing  and  keep  pace 
with  its  movements.  Robertson's  brigade  encountered  the  enemy 
first,  between  Stevensburg  and  Brandy,  the  immense  dust  raised  pre 
venting  our  movement  being  conducted  with  secrecy.  Colonel  Wm. 
E.  Jones,  (7th  Virginia  cavalry,)  being  in  advance,  captured  a  party 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  but  was  kept  at  bay  for  some  time  by  the 
enemy  occupying  a  wood  near  Brandy;  but  having  received  a  fresh 
supply  of  ammunition,  pushed  boldly  forward  this  regiment  by  the 
road.  General  Robertson,  with  his  main  body,  sixth,  twelfth  and 
seventeenth  Virginia  cavalry,  keeping,  by  my  direction,  to  the  left,  so 
as  to  sweep  across  the  open  country  towards  Birbour's,  and  flank  the 
enemy's  position.  The  enemy's  force  engaging  us  appeared  to  be 
cavalry  only,  arid  gave  way  gradually  along  the  road  towards  Rappa 
hannock  Station  ;  but,  about  midway  between  Brandy  and  Rappahan 
nock,  made  a  determined  stand,  in  solid  column  of  squadrons,  on  the 
ridge,  with  skirmishers,  mounted,  deployed  to  the  front,  with  which 
Jones  soon  became  engaged  with  unequal  force.  I  knew  the  country 
to  be  too  much  intersected  by  ditches  to  render  operations  free,  and 
considered  it  necessary,  therefore,  to  advance  along  the  road.  Rob- 


134 

ertson,  who  was  now  sent  for  in  haste  to  support  his  advance  regi 
ment,  was  found  to  have  mistaken  the  direction,  and  borne  too  much 
to  the  left ;  but,  as  the  enemy  did  not  profit  by  this  mishap,  nothing 
was  lost  by  the  delay,  and  the  remaining  regiments  were  hurled  in 
rapid  succession,  in  column  of  fours,  upon  the  enemy's  main  body. 
It  was  perfectly  plain  that  the  enemy's  force  was  superior  in  numbers 
to  ours;  but  as  Pope  had  evidently,  with  his  main  body,  reached  the 
other  side  of  the  Rappahannock,  it  was  not  probable,  therefore,  that 
a  fierce  onset  of  such  cavalry  as  ours — animated  by  such  incentives 
and  aspirations — could  be  withstood,  and  sure  enough,  before  the 
clash  of  their  sabres  could  make  havoc  in  his  ranks,  he  turned  in 
flight,  and  took  refuge  close  to  the  river,  under  the  protection  of  his 
batteries  planted  beyond  the  river.  Our  squadrons  rapidly  reiormed 
for  a  renewal  of  the  fight;  but  having  no  artillery  yet  up,  the  ground 
was  such  that  cavalry  alone  could  not  have  attacked  the  enemy  under 
such  protection  without  sacrifice  inadequate  to  the  risk.  General 
Fitzhugh  Lee's  brigade  was  sent  for  to  reinforce  Robertson  as  soon 
as  the  enemy  was  found  in  force  here.  It  arrived  just  at  this  time 
with  Pelham's  battery  of  horse  artillery,  but  the  enemy  had  safely 
passed  the  ford  before  a  battery  could  be  placed  to  interfere  with  his,- 
progress,  and,  there  being  now  no  enemy  south  of  the  Rappahannock, 
except  those  in  our  hands,  the  remainder  of  the  day  was  devoted  to 
rest.  The  advance  of  Jackson  reached  the  vicinity  of  Brandy  that 
night.  I  kept  the  commanding  General  notified  of  my  whereabouts 
and  the  enemy's  movements  during  the  day.  In  the  meantime,  Mun- 
ford  had  advanced  to  Culpeper,  where  he  found  a  number  of  prisoners. 
In  the  action  at  Brandy  Station,  our  troops  behaved  in  a  manner  highly 
creditable,  and  Colonel  Jones,  whose  regiment  so  long  bore  the  brunt 
of  the  fight,  behaved  with  marked  courage  and  determination.  I 
regret  his  report  has  not  yet  been  furnished.  The  enemy,  occupying 
woods  and  hedge-roads,  with  dismounted  men,  armed  with  long-range 
carbines,  were  repeatedly  dislodged  by  his  bold  onslaughts,  while 
Flournoy  and  Harman  nobly  supported  the  seventh  in  the  critical 
moment,  when  confronted  by  two  brigades  of  the  enemy's  cavalry. 
General  Robertson  had  cause  to  be  proud  of  the  command  which  his 
superior  discipline,  organization  and  drill  had  brought  to  the  stability 
of  veterans.  Major  Heros  Von  Borcke,  my  Adjutant  General,  was 
conspicuous  in  the  charge,  and  led  an  important  flank  attack  at  the 
critical  moment  of  the  engagement.  While  that  brave  soldier  and  ven 
erable  patriot,  animated  with  the  fires  of  youth,  Captain  Redmond 
Burke,  while  among  the  foremost  in  the  fierce  onset,  received  a  severe 
wound  in  the  leg,  disabling  him  for  some  time  from  active  duty. 
Brigadier  General  Robertson's  report  accompanies  this,  and  will  give 
some  interesting  information,  (marked  D.)  He  reports  a  loss  of  three 
killed  and  thirteen  wounded,  while  the  enemy  left  several  more  dead 
on  the  field,  and  sixty-four  were  taken  prisoners,  wounded  included, 
and  several  commissioned  officers,  together  with  their  arms  and  equip 
ments,  and  a  number  of  cavalry  horses.  Thus  ended  the  operations 
of  the  20th  August,  the  enemy's  operations  having  materially  modified 
the  original  plan.  During  the  night,  outposts  were  kept  up  by  the 
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cavalry  along  the  entire  front.  It  was  ascertained,  by  my  command 
during  the  day,  that  Burnside  had  effected  a  junction  with  Pope 
before  the  retreat,  and  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  principally  at  Kelly's 
ford  and  Rappahannoek  Station  ford,  (the  main  body  of  his  cavalry 
crossing  at  the  latter  place,)  and  that  the  retreat  began  the  night  pre 
vious,  the  wagon  trains  having  been  sent  off  early  in  the  day,  corrobo 
rating  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  commanding  General,  on 
Clark's  mountain.  Accompanying  this  report  'will  also  be  found  a 
map  of  the  country  traversed  in  the  operations  described,  drawn  by 
Captain  Blackford,  my  topographical  engineer. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 
Major  General  commanding  Cavalry. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  STUART  OF  OPERATIONS 
FROM  AUGUST  21sx,  1862,  TO  EXPEDITION  TO  CAT- 
LETT'S  STATION. 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION  A.  N.  V.,  f 
February  23,  1863.       \ 

Brigadier  General  R.  H.  CHILTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Central  A.  N.  V.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  with  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 
continuing  the  series  from  the  morning  of  the  21st  August,  when  the 
arny  was  near  Brandy  Station,  with  my  command  in  front  along  the 
Rappahannock,  until  its  return  to  the  south  side  of  that  river  from  a 
successful  expedition  to  the  enemy's  rear  at  Catlett's  Station  : 

In  my  last  report  I  committed  an  error  in  saying  that  Lee's  brigade 
joined  me  at  Brandy  Station  on  20th  August,  only  two  regiments  of 
that  brigade,  first  and  fifth  Virginia  cavalry,  did  so,  under  command 
of  Colonel  T.  L.  Rosser,  fifth  Virginia  cavalry.  Brigadier  General 
Lee  with  the  remainder  continued  in  observation  of  the  enemy  at 
Kelly's  and  bolow. 

In  pursuance  of  the  plan  of  the  commanding  General,  I  directed 
Colonel  Rosser  to  move,  at  daylight,  with  his  command  for  Beverly  or 
Cunningham's  fovd,  as  advance  guard  to  the  army,  to  seize  the  oppo 
site  bank  by  a  sudden  attack,  and  hold  as  much  of  the  country  bevond 
as  possible.  This  duty  was  nobly  performed,  and  by  the  time  I 
reached  the  spot,  Colonel  Eosser  had  accomplished  the  object,  cap 
turing  a  numb3r  of  prisoners,  fifty  excellent  muskets,  stacked, 
(his  sudden  dash  having  frightened  the  enemy  away  from  their 
arms)  and  held  enough"  of  the  bank  beyond  to  make  a  crossing  by  our 
infantry  practicable.  All  this  was  promptly  reported  to  General.  Jack 
son,  who  supplied  me  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  which  were  ad 
vantageously  posted,  under  my  immediate  direction,  beyond. 

For  some  reason  the  army  did  not  follow,  and  our  small  force  of 
cavalry  and  this  section  of  artillery  sustained  an  unequal   contest  for 
a  greater  part  of  the  day  with  artillery,  infantry,  and  cavalry,  during 
which  a  brilliant  charge,  as  foragers,  was  made  by  Colonel  Rossers 
cavalry,  dispersing,  capturing   and  killing   a  number   of  the  enemy, 
but  losing  one  captured,  whose  bravery  and    heroism  led  him  too  far. 
I  refer  to  Captain  'John  Ells,  fifth   Virginia  cavalry.     The  daring  of 
Colonel  Rosser's  command  excited  the  unreserved  praise  of  the  enemy. 
Late  in  the  afternoon,  as  it   appeared    that   a  crossing  of  the  main 
body  would  not  be   attempted  by  us,  I  deemed  a  prolongation  of  this 
resistance  objectless,  which  reason  was  rendered  stronger  by  the  fact 
that  Brigadier  General  Robertson,  whose  brigade  had,  by  my  direction, 
crossed  above  and  penetrated   towards  the    immediate   front,  reported 
the  enemy  moving  with  heavj  force  upon    my  position    and    close  at 
hand.     I  therefore  withdrew  to  the  south  bank.     Brigadier  General 
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Robertson,  also  recrossing  the  Ilappahannock  proper  above,  and  rest 
ing  for  the  night  in  the  fofk  of  the  two  streams.  That  evening,  too, 
Brigadier  General  Lee,  with  the  reraaider  of  his  brigade,  came  up, 
except  the  third  Virginia  cavalry,  left  below  on  Longstreet's  flank 
and  rear.  On  the  22d  of  August,  I  moved  early  to  Freeman's  ford, 
on  the  Rappahannock  river,  where  I  hau  a  picket  the  night  pre 
vious,  to  carry  out  instructions  by  effecting  a  crossing,  if  po.-sible. 
The  ford  was  commanded  by  the  enemy's  artillery  and  infantry,  and 
four  pieces  of  the  Stuart  horse  artillery,  under  Captain  Pelham,  tried 
in  vain  to  silence  the  enemy's  guns.  Having  advantage  in  position, 
he  handled  the  enemy  severely,  though  suffering  casualties  in  his  own 
battery.  While  this  cannonading  was  going  en,  General  Jackson's 
column  passed  just  in  my  rear,  going  higher  up,  and  I  received  a  note 
from  the  commanding  General,  that  my  proposition  to  strike,  with 
cavalry,  the  enemy's  rear,  was  approved,  and  at  ten,  A.  M.,  I,  started 
to- the  execution  of  the  plan,  with  the  main  portion  of  Robertson's 
brigade,  except  the  seventh  Virginia  cavalry,  (Jones',)  and  Lee's 
brigade,  except  the  third  Virginia  cavalry — say  about  fifteen  hundred 
men,  and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  Proceeling  through  the  village  of 
Jefferson,  part  of  the  command  crossed  the  Rappahannock  at  Water 
loo  bridge,  and  the  remainder  at  Hart's  mill,  a  few  miles  below,  and 
took  the  direct  road  to  Warrenton.  Reaching  that  place  in  the  after 
noon,  I  halted  to  close  up  and  obtain  information.  Is'o  force  of  the 
enemy  had  been  here  for  days.  From  this  point  I  directed  my  march 
to  the  rear  of  Cedar  creek,  with  the  view  to  destroy  the  railroad 
bridge  over  it,  near  Catlctt's  Station,  and  the  telegraph  line,  and  thus 
cut  the  enemy's  line  of  communication.  I  had  not  proceeded  far  be 
fore  a  terrific  storm  set  in,  which  was  a  serious  obstacle  to  the 
progress  of  artillery,  and  gave  indications  of  continuing  for  a 
sufficient  time  to  render  the  streams  on  my  return  impassable.  Lee's 
brigade  was  in  advance,  and  the  artillery  being  entrusted  to  one  of 
Robertson's  regiments,  (twelfth  Virginia  cavalry,)  the  head  of  the 
column  pushed  on  by  the  village  of  Auburn,  reaching  the  immediate  vi 
cinity  of  Catlett's  after  dark.  Rosser,  being  again  in  front,  by  his  good 
address  and  consummate  skill,  captured  the  picket,  and  we  soon  found 
ourselves  in  the  midst  of  the  enemy's  encampments ;  but  the  darkest 
night  I  ever  knew.  Fortunately,  we  captured,  at  this  moment,,  so 
critical,  a  negro  who  had  kno  vn  me  in  Berkeley,  and  who,  recogniz 
ing  me,  informed  me  of  the  location  of  General  Pope's  staff,  baggage, 
horses,  &c..  and  offered  to  guide  me  to.  the  spot.  After  a  brief  con 
sultation,  it  was  determined  to  accept  the  negro's  proposition,  as 
whatever  was  to  be  done  had  to  be  done  quickly,  and  Brigadier  Gen 
eral  Fitz  Lee  selected  Colonel  W.  II.  F.  Lee's  regiment  for  the  work. 
The  latter  led  his  command'  boldly  to  within  a  lew  feet  of  the  tents 
occupied  by  the  convivial  staff  cf  General  Pope,  and  charged  the 
camp,  capturing  a  large  number  of  prisoners,  particularly  officers, 
securing  public  property  to  a  fabulous  amount.  While  this  was  go 
ing  on,  the  first  and  fifth  Virginia  cavalry  w?resent  to  attack  another 
camp  beyond  the  railroad  and  obstruct  the  latter.  This  was  gallantly 
done  under  the  dashing  lead  of  Colonels  Rosser  and  Brien,  over 
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ground  exceedingly  difficult,  crossing  a  heavy  filling  of  the  railroad, 
with  ditches  each  side,  araid  darkness  and  a  perfect  torrent  of  rain. 
The  lights  here  were  extinguished  at  the  first  pistol  shot,  and  the  only 
light  left  to  guide  was  the  flash  of  the  enemy's  guns  from  the  wagons, 
in  which  they  took  speedy  refuge.  It  will  readily  be  perceived  that 
under  such  circumstances  successful  attack  by  a  charge,  mounted,  was 
impossible,  and  its  further  prosecution  was  deferred  for  the  accom 
plishment  of  what  was  the  great  object  of  th«  expedition,  the  destruc 
tion  of  the  Cedar  Run  railroad  bridge. 

Capt.  Blackford,  with  a  picket  party,  set  about  this  arduous  under 
taking,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  everything  was  saturated  with  water, 
ignition  was  impossible.  Axes  were  looked  up  in  the  darkness  with 
great  difficulty,  and  the  energetic  and  thorough-going  Wickham  was 
sent,  with  his  regiment,  (fourth  Virginia  cavalry,)  to  effect  its  de~ 
structioji  by  cutting  it  down,  and  finally  Brigadier  General  Lee  went 
in  person  to  superintend  it,  but  the  difficulties  were  insuperable,  for 
the  enemy  on  the  other  side  of  the  stream,  where  a  cliff  afforded  ex 
cellent  protection,  were  already  firing  upon  our  men,  who,  in  this  rain 
which  had  greatly  swollen  the  stream,  met  difficulty  at  every  step.  It 
was  formed  of  double  trestle-work  superposed,  which  rendered  de 
struction  difficult  and  repair  easy.  The  commanding  General  will,  3 
am  sure,  appreciate  how  hard  it  was  to  desist  from  the  undertaking, 
but  to  any  one  on  the  spot  there  could  be  but  one  opinion — its  impos 
sibility — I  gave  it  up.  While  these  attempts  were  going  on,  other 
portions  of  the  command  were  securing  horses  and  other  valuable 
property  from  the  enemy's  camp  in  our  possession,  and  conducting 
the  large  numbers  of  prisoners  to  the  rear.  The  enemy  collected, 
after  their  first  stampede,  enough  to  fire  a  volley  into  the  burning 
camp,  but  without  injury.  Brigadier  General  Robertson's  conimand 
was  held  in  reserve,  of  which  the  twelfth  regiment  had  not  yet  ar 
rived,  being  detained  by  the  artillery.  The  streams — Cedar  Run  and 
Rappahannock — were  in  my  rear,  and  the  former  was  reported  already 
swimming,  and  the  rain  still  continued.  This  cavalry  had  had  a  long 
march  without  intermission,  and  being  the  greater  part  of  the  cavalry 
of  the  army,  its  return  without  delay  was  necesary.  These  consid 
erations  deiermined  me  to  leave  before  daylight  with  what  had  been 
accomplished.  I  accordingly  retired  by  the  same  route.  As  day 
dawned  1  found,  among  the  great  number  of  prisoners,  Pope's  field 
quartermaster,  Major  Goulding,  and  ascertained  that  the  chief  quar 
termaster  and  Pope's  aid-de-camp,  (Colonel  L.  H.  Marshall,.)  nar 
rowly  escaped  the  same  fate.  The  men  of  the  command  had  secured 
Pope's  uniform,  his  horses  and  equipments,  money  chests,  and  a  great 
variety  of  uniforms  and  personal  baggage,  but  what  was  of  peculiar 
value  was  the  despatch  book  of  General  Pope,  which  contained  infor 
mation  of  great  importance  to  us,  throwing  light  upon  the  strength, 
movements  and  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  disclosing  General  Pope's 
own  views  against  his  ability  to  defend  the  line  of  the  Rappahannock. 
These  and  many  others,  to  which  it  is  needless  now  to  refer,  were 
trari- mitted  to  the  commanding  General  at  the  time,  and  no  copies 
were  kept  by  me. 
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The  number  of  the  enemy's  killed  we  had  no  means  of  ascertaining. 
Our  own  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing  was  slight — a  circum 
stance  affording  peculiar  reason  for  congratulation  under  the  extra 
ordinary  circumstances  surrounding  the  enterprise.  Over  three 
hundred  prisoners,  of  whom  a  large  number  were  officers,  were 
marched  safely  within  our  lines  at  Warrenton  Springs,  on  the  23d 
of  August,  where  General  Jackson  was  found  constructing  a  bridge. 
My  command  remained  that  night  on  the  north  bank  in  bivouac,  and 
the  next  day  recrossed  to  the  south  bank,  General  Jackson's  crossing 
at  that  point  having  been  abandoned.  During  the  23d,  some  severe 
skirmishing  with  artillery  took  place,  in  which  the  second  Virginia 
cavalry,  Colonel  Munford,  (Robertson's  brigade,)  suffered  to  some  ex 
tent.  The  brigades,  after  recrossing  the  Rappahannock,  took  posi 
tion  between  Jefferson  and  Amissville,  the  main  portion  of  the  army 
being  now  between  the  two  rivers. 

I  feel  bound  to  accord  to  the  officers  and  men,  collectively,  engaged 
in  this  Expedition,  unqualified  praise  for  their  good  conduct,  under 
circumstances  where  their  discipline,  fortitude,  endurance,  and 
bravery  stood  such  an  extraordinary  test.  The  horseman,  who,  at  his 
officers'  bidding,  without  questioning,  leaps  into  unexplored  darkness, 
knowing  nothing  except  that  there  is  certain  danger  ahead,  possesses 
the  highest  attribute  of  the  patriot-soldrier.  It  is  a  great  source  of 
pride  to  me  to  command  a  division  of  such  men.  I  append  a  map, 
containing  that  portion  of  the  country  embraced  in  this  report  drawn 
by  Captain  W.  W.  Blackford,  corps  of  engineers.  I  am  greatly  in 
debted  to  my  staff  for  valuable  services  rendered.  They  were,  with 
out  exception,  prompt  and  indefatigable.  Subsequent  events  have 
shown  what  a  demoralizing  Affect  the  success  of  this  expedition  had 
upon  the  army  of  the  enemy — shaking  their  confidence  in  a  general 
who  had  scorned  the  enterprise  and  ridiculed  the  courage  of  his  ad 
versaries,  and  it  compelled  him  to  look  to  his  communications  and 
make  heavy  detachments  from  his  main  body  to  protect  them.  It  in 
flicted  a  motifying  disaster  upon  the  General  himself  in  the  loss  of 
his  personal  baggage  and  part  of  his  staff. 

Appended  will  be  found  a  list  of  casualties. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 
Major  General  commanding. 


MEMORANDA  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  J. 
E.  B.  STUART,  SECOND  BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS,  OR 
GROVETON. 

Tuesday,  August  26,  1862 — General  Stuart  overtook  General 
Jackson  at  Gainesville,  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M,,  and  that  night  Bristol 
Station  was  attacked,  General  Stuart  keeping  on  General  Jackson's 
right  flank,  between  him  and  Warrenton  Junction. 

Night  of  Tuesday,  August  26,  1862. — General  Stuart  took  General 
Trimble's  brigade  of  infantry  and  a  part  of  his  cavalry,  and  went 
from  Bnstoe  to  Manassas  Depot/ 

Wednesday,  August  27 — General  Stuart  made  an  attack  on  Manas 
sas  Depot  at  daylight,  and  captured  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  with 
horses,  harness,  all  complete,  and  immense  stores  of  all  kinds.  Gen 
eral  Jackson,  and  part  of  his  command,  came  up  at  noon,  ^twelve, 
M.,)  of  that  day,  and  fought  Taylor's  (Federal)  brigade  coming  from 
the  direction  of  Union  Mills,  in  which  fight  General  Taylor  (Fede 
ral)  was  mortally  wounded.  In  the  meantime,  General  Ewell  was  at 
tacked  at  Bristoe  Station,  and  towards  night,  retired  upon  Manassas, 
Colonel  Rosser  protecting  his  (EwelTs)  right  flank,  and  bringing  up 
his  rear  to  Manassas,  with  his  cavalry  regiment.  The  cavalry  was 
picketing  and  scouting  in  every  direction  that  day  and  night.  Gen 
eral  Fitzhugh  Lee  was  sent  that  day  with  a  portion  of  his  command 
on  an  expedition  beyond  Fairfax  Court- House,  in  which  he  went  to 
Burke's  Station,  and  there  captured  prisoners,  stores,  &c. 

Night  of  Wednesday,  August  27. — After  destroying  everything  at 
Manassas,  (stores,  &c.,)  the  army  started  for  the  Stone  Bridge,  a 
portion  going  by  the  way  of  Centreville,  tho  cavalry  being  so  dis 
posed  as  to  cover  this  movement,  Colonel  Rosser  forming  the  rear 
guard  to  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division. 

Thursday,  August  28. — On  the  morning  of  this  day,  (the  army 
facing  towards  Groveton,  Colonel  Rosser's  cavalry  being  on  our  left 
flank  and  front,)  a  portion  cf  tho  cavalry  stationed  on  our  right  flank 
as  videttes,  kept  watch  of  the  enemy's  movements,  with  orders  to  re 
port  to  General  Jackson.  General  Stuart,  with  portions  of  Robert 
son's  and  F.  Lee's  brigades,  (under  General  Robertson)  marched 
for  Ilaymarket,  keeping  along  the  south  side  of  Bull  Run,  (crossing 
sometimes)  by  a  by-way ;  but  before  reaching  there,  General  Stuart 
found  a  force  of  the  enemy,  which  he  skirmished  with  for  some  time, 
his  attack  on  them  at  Haymarket  being  intended  as  a  diversion  in 
favor  of  General  Longstreet,  who  was  engaged  with  the  enemy  at 
Thoroughfare  Gap.  General  Stuart  reached  Haymarket  at  three,  P. 
M.,  and  returned  about  dark,  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  battle,  which 
had  been  going  on,  joining  in  just  after  the  infantry  and  artillery 
ceased  firing.  General  Stuart  spent  the  night  of  Thursday,  August 
28th,  with  General  Jackson,  near  Sudley  mills. 

Friday,  August  29. — As  General  Scuart  rode  forward  towards 
Groveton,  about  ten,  A.  M.,  he  found  that  the  enemy's  sharpshooters 
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had  penetrated  the  woods  going  towards  the  ambulances  and  train, 
threatening  to  cut  them  off.  He  at  once  directed  Captain  (n,ow  Ma 
jor)  Pelham,  of  the  Stuart  horse  artillery,  who  was  near  by,  to  shell 
the  woods  and  gather  up  all  the  stragglers  around  the  train  and  drive 
back  the  enemy,  notifying  General  Jackson,  in  the  meantime,  of  what 
was  transpiring.  He  also  ordered  the  quartermaster  to  move  the 
train  towards  Aldie,  and  sent  an  order  to  Major  Patrick  to  keep  hi3 
battalion  of  cavalry  between  the  enemy  and  the  baggage  train,  a  duty 
which  he  faithfully  discharged,  receiving  a  mortal  wound  just  as  he 
gallantly  and  successfully  repulsed  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  that 
was  attempting  to  cross  the  run.  General  Stuart  also  sent  to  Colo 
nel  Baylor,  who  was  near  the  railroad  embankment,  in  command  of 
the  Stonewall  brigade,  asking  him  to  come  forward  and  drive  back  the 
enemy,  but  he  replied  :  "I  was  posted  here  for  a  purpose,  and  have 
positive  orders  to  stay  here,  which  I  must  obey."  Having  ordered 
Captain  Pelham  to  report  to  General'  Jackson,  General  Stuart  went 
towards  Hay  market  to  establish  communication  with  Generals  Lee 
and  Longstreet,  accompanied  by  Brigadier  General  Robertson,  with 
a  portion  of  his  and  a  portion  of 'General  F.  Lee's  cavalry.  Gen 
eral  Stuart  met  Generals  Lee  and  Longstreet  on  the  road  between 
Hay  market  and  Gainesville,  and  informed  them  of  what  had  hap 
pened,  and  the  situation  of  General  Jackson's  forces,  and  those  of 
the  enemy.  General  Lee  inquired  for  some  way  to  the  Sudley  road. 
General  Stuart  showed  him  that  the  best  route  for  them  was  by  the 
turnpike,  which  they  took,  and  General  Stuart  moved  to  General 
Longstreet's  right  flank. 

The  detachment  of  cavalry  under  General  F.  Lee,  that  had 
been  to  Burke's  Station,  returned  in  the  afternoon  cf  this  day,  to  the 
vicinity  of  General  Jackson,  at  Sudley. 

The  night  of  Friday,  August  29,  General  Stuart  was  two  miles  east 
of  General  Longstreet's  command. 

Snturday,  August  30. — General  Stuart  remained  on  Longstreet's 
right,  and  moved  down  upon  the  enemy  with  crushing  effect,  driving 
him  across  Bull  Run,  at  Lewis'  Ford,  the  artillery  enfilading  his 
lines  and  firing  into  his  rear,  only  ceasing  to  fire  upon  him  at  dark, 
for  fear  of  firing  into  our  own  men. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  STUART  OF  OPERATIONS 
IMMEDIATELY  PRECEDING,  AND  INCLUDING,  THE 
BATTLE  OF  GROVETON. 

HEADQUARTERS  STUART'S  CAVALRY  DIVISION,      > 

Army   of  Northern   Virginia,  February  28,   1863.  $ 

• 

Brigadier  General  R.  H.  CIIILTON,  A.  A.   G.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  the  following  summary  of 
events  in  which  my  command  participated  immediately  preceding  and 
subsequent  to  the  second  battle  of  Manassas,  or,  as  it  should  be  more 
properly  termed/ the  battle  of  Groveton  Heights,  August  30th,  1862. 
My  command  had  hardly  recrossed  the  Rappahannock,  as  narrated  in 
tny  last,  when  that  portion  of  it  left  on   outpost   duty   on    the    river 
became  engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  had   advanced    to   the  opposite 
bank.     It  was  soon  apparent  that  the  enemy  meditated  the  destruction 
of  the  Waterloo  bridge,  the  only  bridge  over  the   stream   then  stand 
ing.     Appreciating  its  importance  to  us,  I  directed  the  sharpshooters 
of  the  two  brigades  to  be  sent  to  its  defence,  and  the  command  of  this 
party,  numbering  about  one  hundred  men,  devolved,  by  selection,  upon 
Colonel  T.  L.  Rosser,  fifth  Virginia  cavalry,  whose  judgment  in  post 
ing  his  command  enabled  him  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  bridge 
in  spite  of  desperate  attempts  to  reach  it,  an-1  held  possession  all  day 
and  night  against  infantry  and  artillery,  until  the  next  day,  when  he 
turned  over  his  position  and  the   bridge,  intact,  to   a   regiment  of  in 
fantry  sent  to  relieve  him.     During  the  day,  I   sent  Captain  J.  Ilar- 
deman  Stuart,  my  signal  officer,  t6  capture  the  enemy's    signal  party 
at.  View  Tree,  an  eminence  overlooking  Warren  toft,  and  establish  his 
own    flag  instead — the   sequel    shows    with    what    success.     Colonel 
Munford's  regiment,  second  Virginia  cavalry,  was  detached  for  tern'- 
porary  service  with  General  Jackson.     That  night  (25th)  I  repaired 
to  the   headquarters  of  the   commanding   General,   and  received   my 
final  instructions  to  accompany  the  movement  of  Major  General  Jack 
son,  already  begun.     I  was  to  start  at  two,  A.  M.,and,  upon  arriving 
at  the  brigades  that  night,  at  one,  A.  M.,  I  had  reveille   sounded  and 
preparations  made  for  the  march  at  two.     In  this  way  I  got  no  sleep, 
'but  continued  in  the  saddle  all  night.     I  followed,   by   direction,  the 
rouie  of  General  Jackson,  through  Anus&ville,  across  the  Rappahan 
nock,  at  Hinson's  Mill,  four  miles  above  Waterloo,  proceeded  through 
Orlean,  and    thence  on  the  road  to  Salem,  till,  getting  near  that  place, 
I  found  my  way  blocked  by  the  baggage  trains  and  artillery  of  Gen- 
era!  Jackson's  command.     Directing  the  artillery  and  ambulances  to 
follow  the  road,  I  left  it,   with    the  cavalry,  and   proceeded   by  farm 
roads  and  by-paths,  parallel  to  General  Jackson's  route,  to  reach  the 
head  of  his  column,  which  left   Salem   and  The    Plains  early   in  the 
mtrning  for  the  direction  of  Gainesville.     The  country  was  exceed 
ingly  rough,  but  I  succeeded,  by  the  aid  of  skillful  guides,  in  passing 
Bull  Run  Mountain  without  passing  Thoroughfare  Gap,  and,  without 
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incident  worthy  of  record,  passed  through  Haymarket  and  overtook 
General  Jackson  near  Gainesville  and  reported  to  him.  EwelPs  di 
vision  was  in  advance,  and  to  my  command  was  entrusted  guarding 
the  two  flanks  during  the  remainder  of  the  pending  operations, 
(26th.)  As  Lee's  brigade  passed  Haymarket,  he  received  informa 
tion  of  a  train  of  forage  wagons  of  the  enemy,  and  sent  out  promptly 
a  regiment  and  captured  it.  Having  made  disposition  above  and 
below  Gainesville,  on  the  Warrenton  road,  with  cavalry  and  artillery, 
I  kept,  with  the  main  portion,  on  General  Jackson's  right,  crossing 
Broad  Run  a  few  miles  above  Bristoe  and  intersecting  the  railroad  to 
the  Tight  (south)  of  that  point.  The  cavalry  now  fronted  towards  the 
main  body  of  the  enemy,  still  in  the  direction  of  the  Rappahannock, 
and  covered  General  Jackson's  operations  on  the  railroad  bridge,  on 
approaching  which  Colonel  Munford's  regiment,  second  Virginia 
cavalry,  as  advance  guard,  made  a  bold  dash  into  the  place  and  se 
cured  most  of  the  occupants.  About  dusk,  and  simultaneously  with 
the  arrival  of  the  command  at  the  railroad,  trains  of  cars  came  rap- 
rapidly  on  from  the  direction  of  Warrenton  Junction,  and  before  ob 
struction  could  be  made  the  first  passed  on,  though  fired  into  by  the 
infantry  ;  several  subsequent  ones  followed,  and  were  captured  by  the 
infantry.  Details  of  these  operations  will,  no  doubt,  be  given  by 
General  Jackson  and  the  division  commanders. 

As  soon  as  practicable,  I  reported  to  General  Jackson,  who  desired 
me  to  proceed  to  Manassas,  and  ordered  General  Trimble  to  follow 
with  his  brigade,  notifying  me  to  take  charge  of  the  whole.  The 
fourth  Virginia  cavalry  (Colonel  Wickham)  was  sent  around  to  gain 
the  rear  of  Manassas,  and  with  a  portion  of  Robertson's  brigade,  not 
on  outpost  duty,  I  proceeded  by  the  direct  road  to  Manassas.  I 
marched  until  challenged  by  the  enemy's  interior  sentinels,  and  re 
ceived  a  fire  of  canister.  As  the  infantry  wer?  near,  coming  on,  I 
awaited  its  arrival,  as  it  was  too  dark  to  venture  cavalry  over 
uncertain  ground,  against  artillery.  I  directed  General  Trimble, 
upon  his  arrival,  to  rest  his  centre  directly  on  the  railroad  and  ad 
vance  upon  the  place,  with  skirmishers  well  to  the  front.  He  soon 
sent  me  word  it  was  so  dark  he  preferred  waiting  till  morning,  which 
I  accordingly  directed  he  should  do.  As  soon  as  day  broke,  the 
place  was  takt  n  without  much  difficulty,  and,  with  it,  many  prisoners 
and  millions  of  stores  of  every  kind,,  which  his  report  will  doubtless 
show.  Rosser  (fifth  Virginia  cavalry)  was  left  on  outpost  duty  in 
front  of  Ewell  at  Bristoe,  and  Brien  (first  Virginia  cavalry)  above 
Gainesville.  During  the  27th,  detachments  of  Robertson's  and  Lee's 
brigades  had  great  sport  chasing  fugitive  parties  of  the  enemy's  cav 
alry.  General  Jackson,  having  arrived  early  in  the  day,  took  direc 
tion  of  affairs,  and  the  day  was  occupied  mainly  in  rationing  the 
Command ;  but  several  serious  demonstrations  were  made  by  the 
enemy  during  the  day,  from  the  north  side,  and  in  this  connection  I 
will  mention  the  coolness  and  tact  of  Mr.  Lewis  F.  Terrill,  volunteer 
aid  to  General  Robertson,  who  extemporized  lanyards  and,  with  de 
tachments  from  the  infantry  as  cannoneers,  turned  the  captured  guns 
with  marked  effect  upon  the  enemy.  Their  general,  G.  W.  Taylor, 
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of  New  Jersey,  was  killed  during  the  fire.  Brigadier  General  Fitz- 
hugh  Lee,  with  the  ninth,  fourth  and  third  Virginia  cavalry,  wag 
detached  and  sent  in  rear  of  Fairfax  Court  House  to  damage  the  ene 
my's  communication  as  much  as  possible,  and,  if  possible,  cut  off  the 
retreat  of  this  party.  Colonels  Munford  and  Rosser  brought  up  the 
rear  of  General  Ewell,  and  that  night,  when  Manassas  was  destroyed 
and  evacuated,  the  cavalry  brought  up  the  rear,  a  portion  remaining 
in  the  place  till  daylight.  Captain  Pelham,  arriving  late,  was  inde 
fatigable  in  his  efforts  to  get  away  the  captifred  guns,  which  duty  was 
entrusted  specially  to  him.  A  part  of  the  command  marching  by 
Centreville,  and  a  part  directly  to  Stone  Bridge,  (over  Bull  Run,)  de 
tachments  of  cavalry  were  so  arranged  as  to  guard  both  flanks. 

The  next  morning,  (28th,)  the  majn  body  of  Robertson's  rendez 
voused  near  Scdley  Church.  General  Jackson's  were  massed  between 
the  turnpike  and  Sudley  ford,  on  Bull  Run,  fronting  towards  Manas- 
sas  and  Gainesville.  Colonel  Brien  (first  Virginia  cavalry)  had  to 
retire,  being  hard  pressed  by  the  enemy  from. the  direction  of  War- 
reiiton,  and  was  on  the  turnpike  covering  Jackson's  front  towards 
Gainesville,  and  Rosser  towards  Manassas,  where  the  enemy  had  also 
appeared  in  force,  early.  The  remainder  of  Lee's  brigade  were  still 
detached  on  an  expedition  towards  Alexandria.  Early  in  the  day  a 
despatch  from  the  enemy  had  been  intercepted,  giving  the  order  of 
march  from  Warrenton  towards  Manassas,  and  directing  cavalry  to 
report  to  General  Bayard,  at  Haymarket.  1  proposed  to  General 
Jackson  to  allow  me  to  go  up  there  and  do  what  I  could  with  the  two 
fragments  of  brigades  I  still  had.  I  proceeded  to  that  point,  captur 
ing  a  detachment  of  the  enemy  en  route.  Approaching  the  place  by 
a  by-path,  I  saw  indications  of  a  Large  force  there  prepared  for  attack. 
About  this  time,  I  could  see  the  fight  goingjon  at  Thoroughfare  Gap, 
where  Longstreet  had  his  progress  disputed  by  the  enemy,  and  it  was 
to  establish  communication  with  him  that  I  was  anxious  to  make  this 
march.  I  sent  a  trusty  man  with  the  despatch  to  the  right  of  Hay- 
market.  I  kept  up  a  brisk  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  without  any  result, 
until  in  the  afternoon,  when,  General  Jackson  having  engaged  the 
enemy,  I  quietly  withdrew  and  hastened  to  place  my  command  on  Jbis 
right  flank.  Not  reaching  General  Jackson's  right  till  dark,  the 
fighting  ceased,  and  the  command  rendezvoused  us  before,  but  the 
cavalry,  under  Colonel  Rosser,  had  played  an  important  part  in  attack 
ing  the  enemy's  baggage  train.  Captain  John  Pelhauu's  battery  of 
horse  artillery  acted  a  conspicuous  part  on  the  extreme  right  of  the 
battle-field,  dashing  forward  to  his  position  under  heavy  fire. 

The  next  morning,  (29th,)  in  pursuance  of  General  Jackson's 
wishes,  I  set  out  again  to  endeavor  to  establish  communication  with 
Longstreet,  from  wbom  he  had  received  a  favorable  report  the  night 
before.  Just  after  leaving  the  Sudley  road,  my  party  was  fired  on 
from  the  wood  bordering  the  road,  which  was  in  rear  of  Jackson's 
lines,  and  which  the  enemy  had  penetrated  with  a  small  force,  it  was 
afterwards  ascertained,  and  captured  some  stragglers.  They  were 
between  General  Jackson  and  his  baggage  at  Sudley.  I  immediately 
sent  to  Major  Patrick,  whose  six  companies  of  cavalry  were  near 
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Sudley,  to  interpose  in  defence  of  the  baggage,  and  use  all  the  means 
at  hand  for  its  protection,  and  order  the  baggage  at  once  to  start  for 
Aldie.  General  Jackson  also  being  notified  of  this  movement  in  his 
rear,  s£nt  back  infantry  to  close  the  woods.  Captain  Pelham,  alwayg 
at  the  right  place  at  the  right  time,  uTilimbered  his  battery  and  soon 
dispersed  that  portion  in  the  woods.  Mijor  Patrick  was  attacked  later, 
but  he  repulsed  the  enemy  with  considerable  loss,  though  not  without 
loss  to  us,  for  the  gallant  Major,  himself  setting  the  example  to  hia 
men,  was  mortally  wounded.  He  lived  long  enough  to  witness  ths 
triumph  of  our  arms,  and  expired  thus  in  the  arms  of  victory.  The 
sacrifice  was  noble,  but  the  loss  to  us  irreparable.  I  met  with  the 
head  of  General  Longstreet's  column  between  Haymarketand  Gaines 
ville,  and  there  communicated  to  the  commanding  General,  General 
Jackson's  position  and  the  enemy's.  I  then  passed  the  cavalry 
through  the  column  so  as  to  place  it  on  Longstreet's  right  flank,  and 
advanced  directly  towards  Manassas,  while  the  column  kept  directly 
down  the  pike  to  join  General  Jackson's  right.  I  selected  a  fine 
position  for  a  battery  on  the  right,  and  one  having  been  sent  to  me,  I 
fired  a  few  shots  at  the  enemy's  supposed  position,  which  induced 
him  to  shift  his  position.  General  Robertson,  who,  with  his  com 
mand,  was  pent  to  reconnoitre  further  down  the  road  towards  Manas- 
sas,  reported  the  enemy  in  his  front.  Upon  repairing  to  that  front,  I 
found  that  Rosser's  regiment  was  engaged  with  the  enemy  to  the  left 
of  the  road,  and  Robertson's  videttes  had  found  the  enemy  approach 
ing  from  the  direction  of  Bristoe  Station  towards  Sudley.  The  pro 
longation  of  his  line  of  march  would  have  passed  through  my  position, 
which  was  a  very  fine  one  for  artillery  as  well  as  observation,  and 
struck  I^ongstreet  in  flank.  I  waited  his  approach  long  enough  to 
ascertain  that  there  was  at  least  an  army  corps,  at  the  same  time 
keeping  detachments  of  cavalry  dragging  brush  down  the  road  from 
the  direction  of  Gainesville,  so  as  to  deceive  the  enemy,  (a  ruse  which 
Porter's  report  shows  was  successful.)  and  notified  the  commanding 
General,  then  opposite  me  on  the  turnpike,  that  Longstreet's  flank 
and  rear  were  seriously  threatened,  and  of  the  importance  to  us  of 
the  ridge  I  then  held.  Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  that  intelli 
gence,  Jenkins',  Kemper's  and  and  D.  R.  Jones'  brigades,  and  several 
pieces  of  artillery  were  ordered  to  me  by  General  Longstreet,  and, 
being  placed  in  position  fronting  Bristoe,  awaited  the  enemy's  ad 
vance.  After  exchanging  a  few  shots  with  rifle  pieces,  this  corps 
withdrew  towards  Manassas,  leaving  artillery  and  supports  to  hold  the 
position  till  night.  Brigadier  General  Fitz  Lee  returned  to  the  vicinity 
of  Sudley,  after  a  very  successful  expedition,  of  which  his  official 
report  has  not  been  received,  and  was  instructed  to  co-operate  with 
Jackson's  left.  Late  in  the  afternoon  the  artillery  on  this  command 
ing  ridge  was,  to  an  important  degree,  auxilliary  to  the  attack  upon 
the  enemy,  and  Jenkins'  brigade  repulsed  the  enemy  in  handsome 
Btyle,  at  one  volley,  as  they  advanced  across  the  corn-field.  Thus  the. 
day  ended,  our  lines  having  considerably  advanced.  Captain  Pelham'a 
battery  was  still  with  the  left  wing.  [See  his  interesting  report  of  its 
action,  on  the  28th  and  29th,  herewith.]  Next  morning,  (30fch,)  it 
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became  evident  that  the  enemy  had  materially  retired  his  left  wing. 
My  cavalry  reconnoitered  to  the  front,  gaining,  at  the  next  house,  an 
important  point  of  observation.  A  large  walnut  tree  being  used  as 
an  observatory,  the  enemy  was  discovered  gradually  massing  his 
troops  in  three  lines  opposite  Jackson,  and  his  left  wing  seemed  to 
Lave  entirely  shifted.  The  commanding  General  w*  informed  of 
these  changes.  Captain  Throckmorton,  sixth  Virginia  cavalry,  com 
manding  sharpshooters,  took  position  along  a^tone  fence,  and  stoutly 
defended  cur  observation  against  the  attacks  of  the  enemy's  dismounted 
cavalry. 

About  three,  P.  M.,  the  enemy  having  disclosed  his  movement  on 
Jackson,  our  right  wing  advanced  to  the  attack.     I  directed  Robert 
son's  brigade  arid  Rosser's   regiment  to  push  forward  on  the  extreme 
right,  and,  at  the  same  time,  all  the  batteries  that  I  could  get  hold  of 
rere  advanced  at  a  gallop,  to  take  position  to  enfilade  the  enemy  in 
front  of  our  lines.     This  was  done  with  splendid  effect;   Colonel  Ros~ 
f^r,  a  fine  artillerist,  as  well    as   bold  cavalier,  having  the  immediate 
direction  of  the  batteries.     The  enemy's  lines  were  distinctly  visible, 
and  every  shot  told  upon   them  fearfully.     Robertson's  brigade   was 
late   coming   forward,  and   consequently  our  right  flank   was  at  one 
time  somewhat  threatened  by  the  enemy's  cavalry;  but  the  artillery  of 
Captain  Rogers,  with  a  few  well-directed  shots,  relieved  us  on  that 
ecore.     When  our  cavalry   arrived   on  the  field,  no  time  was  lost  in 
crowding  the  enemy,  the  artillery  being  kept  always  far  in  advance 
of  the  infantry  lines.     The  fight  was  of  reii  arkably  short  duration. 
The  Lord  of  Hosts  was   plainly   fighting  on  our  side,  and    the    solid' 
wells  of  Federal  infantry  melted  away  before  the  straggling,  but  nev 
ertheless  dtttrminedj  onsets   of  our   infantry   columns.     The  head  of 
Robertson's  cavalry  was  now  on  the  ridge  overlooking  Bull  Run,  and 
Laving  seen  no  enemy  in  that  direction,  I  was  returning  to  the  posi 
tion  of  the  artillery  enfilading  the  Groveton   road,  when   I   received 
intelligence  from  General  Robertson,  at  the  point  I  had  just  left,  that 
the  enemy  was  there  in  force,  and  asking  reinforcements.     I  ordered 
the  two  reserve  regiments,  seventh  and   twelfth,  rapidly  forward,  and 
also  a  section  of  artillery;  but  before  the  latter  could  reach  the  point, 
cur  cavalry,  by  resolute  bravery,  had  put  the  enemy,  under  Buford, 
to  ignominious  flight  across  Bull  Run,  and  were  in  full  pursuit,  till 
our  own  artillery  tire  at  the  fugitives  rendered  it  dangerous  to  pro 
ceed  further.     In  this  brilliant  affair  over  three  hundred  of  the  en 
emy's  cavalry  were  put  hers  de  cctnbut;  they,  together  with  horses  and 
equipments,  falling  into  our  hands.     Colonel  Broadhead,  first  Michi 
gan,  died  from   his  wounds    next  day.     He  was  cut  down   by   Adju 
tant  Harman,  twelfth  Virginia  cavalry.     Major  Atwood  and  a  number 
of  captains  and  lieutenants  were  among  the  prisoners.     The  further 
details  of  this   fight  will  be  found   in  the   accompanying  reports  of 
Brigadier  General  Robertson  and  Colonel  T.  T.  Munford.    The  latter, 
as  well  as  his  Lieutenant  Colonel,  J   W.  Watts,  Major  Breckenridge, 
and  Lieutenants  Kelso  and  Walton,  were  wounded  rn  the  action,  con 
spicuously  displaying  great  gallantry  and  heroism.     The  second  Vir 
ginia  cavalry  suffered  most.     Nothing  could  have  equalled  the  splen- 


147 

dor  with  which  Robertson's  regiments  swept  down  upon  a  force  greatly 
outnumbering  them,  thus  successfully  vindicating  a  claim  for  courage 
and  discipline  equal  to  any  cavalry  in  the  world.  Night  soon  ensued, 
and,  as  the  enemy's  masses  of  infantry  had  not  retreated  across  Bull 
Run,  1  was  anxious  to  cut  off  their  retreat.  Upon  the  enemy's  posi 
tion,  after  dark,  however,  infantry  only  could  move,  and  I  was  anx 
ious  for  Brigadier  General  Arraistead  to  attack  from  a  position  he 
took  after  dark,  on  the  enemy's  flank,  and  urged  it.  He,  however,, 
doubted  the  policy  of  night  attack,  with  his  command,  especially  as 
there  was  danger  of  collision  with  our  own  infantry,  and  I  did  not 
feel  authorized  to  order  it,  particularly  as  there  was  time  to  commu 
nicate  with  the  commanding  General,  which  was  promptly  done.  The 
attack  was  not  made. 

Before  daylight,  next  morning,  the  cavalry  was  in  the  saddle  and. 
after  the  enemy ;  but  met  with  nothing  but  stragglers  until  we  came* 
within  range  of  the  guns  at  Centreville,  where  his  forces  appeared  to< 
be  in  position.  Twenty  or  thirty  ambulances  were  captured  and 
sent  back  with  orders  to  go  to  work  removing  our  wounded  from  th& 
battle  field.  I  have  never  heard  of  those  ambulances,  except  that1 
they  were  seized  as  fresh  captures  by  the  Texas  brigade.  I  think, 
this  not  irnpiobabie,  as  a  large  number  of  prisoners  I  sent  to  the  rearr 
were  fired  upon  by  our  infantry  near  the  stone  bridge.  At  this  timev 
Colonel  T.  L.  Rosser  was  sent,  with  one  hundred  men  and  a  section 
of  artillery,  back  to  recapture  Manassas,  in  which  he  succeeded.  Rig; 
report  of  his  operations  those  few  days  will  be  found  of  interest.  At 
one  time,  on  the  3»*th,  I  noticed  our  front  lines,  near  Chinn's  house,, 
giving  way,  and,  looking  back,  I  saw  the  reserve  line  stationary.,  I; 
sent  word  to  the  General  commanding  (whose  name  I  did  not  learn) 
to  move  up,  as  he  was  much  needed  to  support  the  attack. 
That  order  was  carried  by  Captain  W.  D  Farley,  volunteer  aid,  un 
der  circumstances  of  great  personal  danger,  in  which  his  horse  was 
shot.  Generab  Jenkins  and  Kemper  came  under  my  observation  as 
exhibiting  good  conduct,  bravery  and  coolness.  Brigadier  General 
D.  R.  Jones  was  with  me  part  of  the  time,  on  the  extreme  right,  dur 
ing  the  battle,  in  which  several  batteries  of  his  division  took  part,  and' 
I  think  he  left  mo  to  bring  his  infantry  into  action.  My  di*. 
vision  surgeon,  Talcott  Eliason,  besides  being  an  adept  in  his 
profession,  exhibited  on  this,  as  on  former  occasions,  the  attributes  of 
a  cavalry  commander.  First  Lieutenant  R  Channing  Price  was  of 
invaluable  assistance  as  aid-de-camp.  Major  Von  Borcke,  A.  A.  G.,. 
and  J.  VV.  T.  H.  Hiirsto'i,  C.  S.  A.,  and-  Lieutenant  Chiswell  Dab- 
ney,  A.  D.  C.,  rendered  important  service  throughout  the  period  em 
braced  in  this  report.  My  division  quartermaster.  Major  Samuel 
Hardin  Hairston,  in  coming  on  to  join  me,  was  put  in  command  of  a 
detachment  of  cavalry  at  Salem  by  the  commanding  General,  and 
sent  on  an  important  reconnoissance  towards  Warrenton,  of  which  hia 
report  is  appended.  Captain  W.  W.  Blackford,  corps  of  engineers,, 
was  quick  and  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to  detect  the  designs  of  the- 
enemy,  and  improve  the  positions  within  our  reach.  Private  String, 
felloe  displayed  great  daring  and  enterprise  as  a  scout.  I  append  a 
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map  of  the  country  embraced  in  the  foregoing  operations,  drawn  by 
Captain  W.  W.  Blackford,  corps  of  engineers.  I  have  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  Captain  J.  Hardeman  Stuart,  signal  officer,  the  particulars  of 
whose  death  are  given  below. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.   B.  STUART, 
Major  General  commanding  Cavalry. 


CASUALTIES. 

Number  cf  Men  Killed  and  Wounded  in  the  battle  of  Groveton  Heights, 

August  30,  1862: 

Killed.  Wounded. 

Second  Virginia  cavalry,  3  39 

Twelfth  Virginia  cavalry,  0  6 

Captain  Brown's  Maryland  cavalry,         0  2 

Regiment  unknown,  2  1 

Capt.  J.  Hardeman  Stuart,  sig.  officer,     1  0 

6  48 

Names  of  Officers  Killed  : 
Captain  J.  Hardeman  Stuart,  signal  corps,  cavalry  division. 

List  of  Officers  Severely  Wounded : 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Watts,  second  Virginia  cavalry. 
Major  Breckenridge,  do  do          do 

Lieutenant  Kelso,  do  do          do 

,    Lieutenant  Walton,  do  do          do 

List  of  the  Killed,  Wounded  and  Missing  of  the  Stuart   Horse  Artillery 
in  the  engagements  preceding  the  battle  of  Groveton  Heights  : 

Killed.  Wounded. 

28th  August,  1862,  0  .  4 

29th  August,  1862,  1  1 

Total,  1  5 

Seven  horses  killed. 

The  list  of  casualties  in  the  division  is  defective,  in  that  no  reports 
have  been  received  from  the  first,  third,  fourth  and  ninth  regiments 
Virginia  cavalry,  General  Fitz.  Lee's  brigade.  Captain  J.  Harde- 
man  Stuart,  who  was  sent  to  capture  the  enemy's  signal  party,  was 
deterred  by  the  number  of  the  guard;  but  the  man  who  had  his  horse 
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left  without  him,  and  he  marched  afoot  with  Longstreet's  column  to 
Groveton,  in  which  memorable  battle  he  shouldered  a  musket  and 
fought  as  a  private.  He  was  killed  at  the  storming  of  Groveton 
Heights,  among  the  foremost.  No  young  man  was  so  universally  be 
loved,  or  will  be  more  universally  mourned.  He  was,  moreover,  a 
young  man  of  fine  attainments  and  bright  promise. 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 
Major  General  commanding. 


REPLY  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL    STUART  TO   MAJOR  GEN- 
ERAL  TRIMBLE'S  STATEMENT    OF  THE   CAPTURE   OF 

MANASSAS.  . 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISISON,  A.   N.  VA.,  > 

April  25,   1863.  $ 

General  R.  H.  CHILTON,  A.  A.  G.  : 

GENERAL:  My  attention  has  been  recently  called  to  Brigadier  Gen 
eral  J.  R.  Trimble's  report  of  the  capture  of  Manassas  on  the  night 
of  the  2Gth  and  27th  of  August,  1863. 

As  affecting  my  own  official  report  of  the  matter,  it  is  proper  I 
should  state  the  following  as  addendum  to  my  report  and  request  that 
it  be  so  filed,  together  with  the  corroborating  statements  of  Surgeon 
Eliason,  with  me  at  the  time,  and  Colonel  \Yickham,  who  show 
wherein  General  Trimble  is  in  error  in  his  report. 

Human  memory  is  frail,  I  know,  and  while,  in  what  I  have  said  or 
may  say  on  this  subject,  my  recollection  is  as  vivid  as  upon  any  other 
contemporaneous  event,  about  which  there  is  no  difference,  I  lay  no 
claim  to  infallibility,  and  I  am  very  far  from  imputing  to  the  veteran 
General  Trimble  any  improper  intention  or  motive  in  what  he  has 
said.  Wishing  to  be  brief,  I  hope  the  accompanying  papers,  (A  and 
B,)  referred  to  above,  and  also  General  Trimble's  papers  of  the  6tb 
of  January  and  10th  of  April,  and  my  own  official  report  may  be  at 
tentively  read  ;  what  follows  will  then  be  better  understood. 

The  idea  which,  strange  to  say,  never  entered  General  Trimble's 
head,  never  for  one  moment  left  mine — that  he  was  under  my  com 
mand  on  that  occasion.  It  is  hard  to  account  for,  and  yet  I  remember 
that  he  sent  me  no  message  upon  the  capture  of  Manassas,  but  sent  it 
direct  to  General  Jackson  ;  and  besides,  he  failed  to  submit  to  me  his 
official  report,  which  he  should  have  done.  I  attributed  these  omis 
sions  to  a  certain  jealousy  of  authority  which  officers  older  in  years 
are  apt  to  feel  towards  a  young  superior  in  rank,  arid  never  suspected 
that  the  question  of  my  being  in  command  was  involved  in  any  kind 
of  doubt  in  his  mind.  I  received  instructions  from  General  Jackson, 
and  was  told  by  him  that  Trimble's  brigade  would  be  sent  to  me.  I 
pushed  on  with  the  cavalry  to  surprise  the  place  ;  but  the  train  which 
ran  the  gauntlet  at  Bristoe,  put  the  garrison  on  the  alert.  I  awaited 
Trimble's  arrival  to  make  the  attack,  as  well  as  to  give  Wickham 
more  time,  with  his  regiment,  to  seize  the  avenues  in  rear  of  Ma- 
Bas&as,  which  he  did,  in  a  very  creditable  manner,  as  shown 
in  his  report.  Now,  as  to  the  interview  when  General  Trim 
ble  came  up:  He  says:  "It  was  arranged  between  General 
Stuart  and  myself  that  I  should  form  line,"  &c.  How  arranged  ?  I 
was  a  major  general,  he  a  brigadier;  [  assigned  especially  to  this 
duty,  and  notified  that  General  Trimble  would  report  to  me.  It  is 
true  that  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  giving  orders,  particularly  to  my 
seniors  in  years,  in  a  dictatorial  and  authoritative  manner,  and  mj 
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manner,  very  likely,  on  this  occasion  was  more  suggestive  than  im 
perious.     Indeed,  I  may  have  been  content  to  satisfy  myself  that  the 
disposition  which  he  himself  proposed   accorded  with   rny 'own  ideas, 
without  any  blustering  show  of  "orders"  to  do  this  or    do  that.      My 
recollection  is  clear  that  I  indicated  that    the    centre    should    rest  oa 
the  railroad.      The  cavalry  under  Wickhain  had  already  been  sent  long 
before  Trimble's  arrival  to    seizo    the    avenues   of  escape    and    await 
events.      Wickham,  Eliason  and    mycelf  have  corresponding  impres 
sions,  witkoat  conference,  as  to  the  events  of  the  night.   Wickham  say^ 
he  carried  out  his  instructions  to  the  letter,  and  reported    to  General 
Trimble  as  soon  as  the  place   was  taken.     He  says  the   first  fire  oc 
curred  about  twelve,  and  that   it   was  about  two,   A.  M.,  before  any 
further  firing  was   heard,   and   then   the  place  was  taken.     General 
Trimble  says  the  place  was  taken  at  half-past  twelve,  A.  M.     Eliason 
thinks  it  was  even  later   than    two.     So  do  I.     All    accounts   agree, 
Gen.  Trimble's,  too,  that  the  place  was  taken  without  difficulty.    Gerx. 
Trimble  remarks  that  he  admits  that  it  was  taken  without  difficulty,  so 
far  as  my  execution  contributed  to  Us  capture.     I  certainly  could  not 
have  participated    more  than   I  did  without   officiously  interposing  to 
assist  Brigadier  General  Trimble  to   command  two    regiments   of  his 
brigade,  in  an  enterprise  attended  with  so  little   difficulty.     I  com 
manded  in  the  capture  of  Manassas  quite  as  much  as   either  General 
Jackson   or  General   Lee  would    have    done  had  either  been  present, 
That  Colonel   Flournoy  did   riot  enter   the   place  till   two  or  two  and 
a  half  hours  after  its  capture;   he  may  have  been    ordered    elsewhere 
previously.     In  fact,  other  regiments  did  not  get  in  till  late  the  next 
day.     Does  that  signify  that  Wickham,  with  his  regiment,  was  not  in 
the  right  place  and    performed  the   important   part  assigned  him,  ad 
stated  so  circumstantially  by   him.     General   Trimble    says  I  did  no& 
reach  the  place  till  seven  or  eight  o'clock.     I  was    in    plain    view  all 
the  time,  and  rode  through,  around,  and  all  about  the  place  soon  after 
its  capture.     [See  Dr.  Eliason's  statement.]     General  T.  is  mistaken, 
I  can  account  for  it,  however,  by  the  fact  that   I  did  not  find  him  till 
probably  that   hour,  for  I  looked  and  inquired  for  him,  but  could  not 
find  him.  I  took  direction  of  affairs.  I  gave  orders    I.  know  they  were 
obeyed,  by  infantry  as  well   as  by  cavalry.  t   I  ordered  details  to  man 
the  enemy's  guns;  put  Major    Terrell,  of  General    Robertson's  staff, 
in  charge  of  the   guns  ;  he    extemporised    lanyards  ;   fired    upon   the 
enemy  in  accordance  with   my  orders.     I  led   a  regiment  or  battalion 
myself,  during  the  morning,  to  an  exposed  redoubt  on  the  right,  which 
the  enemy  was    threatening   to   seize  so   as  to  flank  and  enfilade  the 
place.     I  did  innumerable    acts,  which,  if  not  in   command,   I  never 
would  have  dreamed  of  doing,  and  as  long  as   my  authority  was  un 
questioned,  I  deemed  it  entirely  unnecessary  to  notify  General  Trim 
ble  and  others,  whom  I  supposed  already  cognizant  of  the  fact,  that  I 
was  in  command,  and  even  if  General  Jackson  had  not  specially  en 
trusted  me  with  this  command,  as  a  major  general  on  tke  spot,  I  was  en 
titled  to  it,  and  would  have  assumed  it  as  a  matter  of  course,   in  ac 
cordance  with  the  Articles  of  War,  and  never  till  a  few  days  ago  did 
I  conceive  that  any  one  claimed  to  be  in  command  but  myself. 
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General  Trimble  lays  stress  on  my  idea  of  the  distance  of  the 
enemy's  works  from  where  he  overtook  me.  A  dark  night,  what  IB 
more  natural  than  to  mistake  the  degree  of  proximity  of  lights  in  the 
distance.  They  were  the  lights  of  Manassas.  According  to  Dr. 
Eliason,  the  aitillery  had  reached  us  before  General  Trimble's  arrival, 
and  the  report,  as  well  as  other  noises,  gave  strength  to  the  convic 
tion  that  we  were  very  near  the  place.  We  had  captured  a  picket 
much  further  out,  and  I  desired  to  convey  the  idea  that  we  were  very 
near  the  main  body — whether  it  was  posted  as  grand  guard,  reserved 
or  entrenched  garrison,  is  not  so  material  in  that  statement. 

In  the  face  of  General  Trimble's  positive  denial  of  sending  me  such 
a  message  referred  to,  '*  that  he  would  prefer  waiting  till  daylight  or 
any  thing  like  it"  while  my  recollection  is  clear  that  I  did  receive  such 
a  message,  and  received  it  as  coming  from  General  Trimble,  yet  as  he 
was  positive  to  not  having  sent  it,  or  any  thing  like  it,  I  feel  bound  to 
believe  that  either  the  message  was  misrepresented  or  made  up  by  the 
messenger,  or  that  it  was  a  message  received  from  General  Robertson, 
whose  sharpshooters  had  been  previously  deployed.  When  matters 
follo'w  each  other  so  closely  it  is  difficult,  in  a  report  written  some 
time  after,  to  fix  the  order  of  time  ;  but  General  Trimble  does  the  cav 
alry  injustice  in  his  report.  There  seems  to  be  a  growing  tendency 
to  abuse  and  underrate  the  services  of  that  arm  of  service  by  a  few 
officers  of  infantry,  among  whom  I  regret  to  find  General  Trimble. 
Troops  should  be  taught  to  take  pride  in  other  branches  of  service 
than  their  own.  Officers,  particularly  general  officers,  should  be  the 
last,  by  word  or  example,  to  inculcate  in  the  troops  of  their  command 
a  spirt  of  jealousy  and  unjust  detraction  towards  other  arms  of  service, 
where  all  arc  mutually  dependent  arid  mutually  interested,  with  func 
tions  differing  in  character  but  not  in  importance.  So  far  as  my  own 
and  the  conduct  of  my  cavalry  are  concerned,  I  am  content  to  rest 
their  vindication  and  their  defence  with  the  generals  under  whom  it 
has  been  my  honor  and  pleasure  to  serve  since  the  first  gun  of  the 
war. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 

Major  General. 


STATEMENT  OF  SURGEON  ELIASON. 

CAMP  PELHAM,  April  17,  1863. 

GENER*L:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  1  give  you  an  account 
of  the  events  of  the  night  of  August  26,  1862,  as  I  remember  them. 
After  General  Jackson  had  taken  complete  possession  of  Bristoc  Sta 
tion,  you  started  for  Manassas.  Moving  slowly  at  the  head  of  the 
column  in  order  that  the  infantry  might  have  time  to  come  up.  When 
the  advanced  guard  got  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Manassas,  they 
captured  a  sentinel  standing  on  the  railroad  track,  and,  directly  af  ter, 
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encountered  the  picket  of  infantry  and  cavalry  to  which  he  belonged. 
After  a  few  shots  they  were  driven  in,  and  pursued  until  a  shell,  fired 
by  the  enemy,  struck  just  to  our  right.  We  then  halted  and  waited  to 
ascertain  the  position  of  our  infantry.  Just  about  day,  we  heard  a 
few  shots,  and,  the  command  being  mounted  in  haste,  we  rode  into 
Manassas,  almost  simultaneously  with  the  infantry,  who  had  not  full 
possession  of  the  place,  as  the  enemy  were  in  full  view  of  its  eastern 
side.  This  was  just  after  full  daylight. 

Most  respectfully, 

T.  ELIASON. 


REPORT   OF   MAJOR   GENERAL  TRIMBLE   OF   THE  CAP 
TURE  OF  MANASSAS, 

• 

HEADQUARTERS  TRIMBLE'S  DIVISION,  ) 
April  10,  1863,      f 

Colonel  C.  J.  FAULKNER, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

COLONEL:  I  have  received  your  communication,  dated  yesterday, 
calling  my  attention  to  a  seeming  discrepancy  between  your  (my) 
report  of  the  capture  of  Manassas  Junction,  on  the  night  of  the  26th 
August  last,  and  that  of  Major  General  Stuart,  together  with  an  ex 
tract  from  his  report.  It  is  not  difficult  to  account  for  partial  or 
serious  discrepancy  in  repDrts  of  two  officers,  when  one  was  present 
on  the  spot,  with  all  the  circumstances  passing  under  his  immediate 
notice,  ami  the  other  was  at  the  time  a  mile  or  two  distant,  and  in  the 
night.  I  have  carefully  read  over  my  original  report,  dated  Char- 
lottesville,  January  6th,  1883,  [the  clerk,  in  copying  it,  must  have 
made  an  error  in  writing  1862,  which  please  correct,]  and  have  to 
day  had  a  conference,  through  my  staff,  with  numerous  officers  who 
took  part  in  the  transaction,  and  have  not  a  word  to  alter,  that  report 
stating  correctly  the  main  facts,  but  not  all  the  circumstances,  which 
I  shall  now  briefly  relate: 

I  was  not  aware,  on  marching  on  Manassas  Junction,  that  General 
Stuart  had  gone  in  ahead,  as  the  staff  officers  did  not  notify  me  of 
that  fact,  nor  that  I  was  to  act  under  General  Stuart.  Hence,  when 
I  heard  the  discharge  of  musketry  in  our  front,  as  stated  in  my  re 
port,  I  was  quite  ignorant  of  the  cause,  and,  but  for  the  prudence  of 
my  aid-de  camp,  Lieutenant  McKim,  might  have  fired  into  our  own 
cavalry.  We  were  then  marching  by  the  flank.  It  was  arranged  be 
tween  General  Stuart  and  myself  that  I  should  form  line  of  -battle 
and  advance,  and  as  soon  as  this  was  done,  to  inform  him  of  the  fact, 
He  informed  me  that  we  were  but  a  short  half  mile  from  Manassas. 
I  estimated  the  distance  afterwards  at  one  and  a  half  to  two  miles, 
being  disappointed,  as  we  advanced,  by  his  estimate.  The  distance 
can  easily  be  known  to  any  one  by  the  fact  that  when  I  met  General 
Stuart,  he  was  opposite  the  centre  of  woods  on  the  north  of  the  Al- 
exindria  and  Orange  railroad,  where  the  extensive  hospitals  had. been 
erected.  Therefore,  the  pickets  which  he  refers  to  were  noj^the  en 
emy's  interior,  but  their  exterior  pickets.  The  encounter  with  these 
pickets  was  by  musketry  alone,  and  by  a  single  discharge  of  artillery, 
as  our  troops  were  not  over  four  hundred  yards  from  the  spot,  and 
could  easily  distinguish  the  irregularity  of  the  fire  as  that  of  the 
skirmishers,  to  which  General  Stuart  does  not  allude  in  his  report. 
I  received  no  orders  from  General  Stuart  as  to  the  disposition  of  my 
force  in  its  advance,  arid  it  was  not  until  we  received  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  batteries  a  half  mile  distant  from  Manassas,  that  I  disposed 
the  regiments  each  on  either  side  of  the  railroad.  General  Stuart  is 
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entirely  mistaken  in  his  statement  that  I  soon  sent  him  word  it  was 
80  dark  I  preferred  waiting  till  morning.  I  sent  no  such  message, 
nor  anything  like  it,  and  General  Jackson  can  himself  judge  of  the 
likelihood  of  my  doing  so  by  recalling  to  his  mind  the  fact  that  I 
wrote  him  a  note  previous  to  our  reaching  Bristoe,  suggesting  a  night 
attack  with  one  brigade  (not  mine)  as  the  only  means  of  securing  the 
immense  stores  which  I  had  heard  were  there,  and  saving  them 
from  conflagration.  The  only  message  I  sent  to  General  Stuart  was 
by  my  aid  de-camp,  Lieutenant  McKim,  that  I  was  ready  to  advance, 
should  do  so  at  once,  and  that  he  could  assist  with  his  cavalry  in 
any  way  he  judged  proper. 

I  saw  no  cavalry  that  night  until  two  or  two  and  a  half  hours  after 
the  capture  had  taken  place,  when  a  regiment  arrived  unmolested 
from  the  north  side  of  the  railroad,  commanded  by  Colonel  Flournoy, 
I  think.  The  time  of  their  arrival  lean  fix,  with  tolerable  precision, 
as  my  note  to  General  Jackson  was  written  at  three  A.  M.9  [which 
please  correct]  and  I  sought  Colonel  Flournoy,  who  had-  come  in  a 
short  time  before  to  obtain  a  courier  to  bear  the  note. 

As  to  the  statement  of  General  Stuart  that  "the  place  was  taken 
without  difficulty,"  I  am  embarrassed  by  a  difficulty  in  applying  th6 
compliment  to  myself  or  to  him  ;  but  will  generously  give  him  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt  and  admit  that  it  was  taken  without  difficulty  so 
far  as  his  executions  contributed  to  its  capture. 

The  statements  of  officers  hereto  appended,  are  sent,  not  to  rectify 
anything  I  have  stated  in  my  report,  but  only  to  throw  light  on  the 
position  and  operations  of  the  cavalry.  It  is  worth  notice  that  Cap 
tain  Shepperd  states  he  met  the  cavalry,  on  his  return  for  ambulances, 
almost  one  mile  and  a  half  in  the  rear  of  Manassas  Station,  (the  rail 
road  junction  is  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  Manassas  Station,)  com 
monly  called  the  Junction,  probably  on  the  exact  spot  where  we  left 
them,  and  that  they  asked  him  if  we  had  captured  Manassas. 

I  beg  that  you  will  report  that  the  capture  took  place  about  half- 
past  twelve,  A.  M.,the  night  of  the  26th  and  27th  August,  and  I 
further  request  that  the  foregoing  explanations  may  be  appended  to 
my  report  and  accompany  it  as  official. 

Having  had  access  to  my  notes,  I  subjoin  a  list  of  part  of  the 
stores  taken  by  the  capture  : 

« 
SCHEDULE  OF  PART  OF  PUBLIC  PROPERTY  CAPTURED  AT  MANASSAS 

JUNCTION. 

Fifty  thousand  pounds  bacon. 

One  thousand  barrels  corned  beef. 

Two  thousand  barrels  salt  pork. 

Two  thousand  barrels  flour. 

Two  trains  loaded  with  promiscuous  stores,  clothing,  etc. 

Large  stores  of  oats,  anfl  corn,  and  whisky. 

Eight  brass  pieces  light  artillery,  caissons  and  ammunition. 

Seventy-two  artillery  horses  and  harness. 

One  hundred  and  seventy- five  horses,  (draft.) 
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Forty-two  wagons  and  ambulances. 

Four  sutlers'  stores  and  contents. 

Two  hundred  to  three  hundred  new  tents. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv't, 

J.  R.  TRIMBLE, 

Major  General.' 


HEADQUARTERS  TRIMBLE'S  DIVISION,  ) 

April  11,  1863. 
Major  General  J.  R.  TKIMBLE  : 

GENERAL  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  make  the  following 
statement : 

On  the  night  of  the  26th  August,  1862,  as  your 'command  was 
moving  by  the  flank  upon  Manassas,  it  was  halted,  when  about  a  milt 
and  a  half  from  ihe  Junction,  in  consequence  of  the  report  of  a  few 
musket  shots  in  front,  occasioned,  as  was  soon  ascertained,  by  the 
fire  of  the  enemy's  pickets  upon  our  cavalry,  under  the  command  of 
Major  General  Stuart.  After  a  short  interview  with  General  Stuart, 
your  command  was  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  I  was  sent  to  notify 
General  Stuart  of  your  readiness  to  advance.  I  found  him  asleep 
under  a  tree ;  he  was  awakened  by  one  of  his  staff,  and  I  delivered 
your  message.  The  firing  which  occasioned  our  halt  was  from  the 
enemy's  pickets  alone.  No  gun  was  fired  by  the  enemy  until  we 
were  within  half  a  mile  of  Manassas.  I  saw  nothing  more  of  the 
cavalry  after  delivering  to  General  Stuart  your  message,  and  it  has 
always  been  my  impression  that  they  did  not  participate  in  the  attack 
upon  Manassas. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  DUNCAN  McKIM. 


CAMP  TwENTr-FiRST  NORTH  CAROLINA,  > 
April   10,   1863.  5 

Major  General  TRIMBLE  : 

In  answer  to  your  note  requesting  us  to  state  what  we  knew  of  the 
capture  of  Manassas  Junction  by  our  forces  last  summer,  and  the 
part  our  regiment  enacted  in  that  affair,  we  respectfully  send  the  fol 
lowing  statement : 

Our  regiment  and  the  twenty-first  Georgia  started  from  Bristoo 
Station  about  nine,  P.  M.,  and  marched  toward  the  Junction,  passing 
by  the  cavalry  about  one  mile  from  that  place.  Our  regiment  waa 
drawn  up  in  line  on  the  right  of  the  railroad  and  the  Georgia  regi 
ment  on  the  left.  When  we  reached  the  first  redoubt,  which  had  been 
thrown  up  by  our  forces  whilst  the  place  was  in  our  possession  last 
year,  186l-*62,  we  were  fired  upon  by  musketry  and  aitillery  with 
canister.  The  order  was  immediately  given  to  charge  the  place, 


which  we  did,  receiving  several  volleys  of  canister  before  we  reached 
it.  The  enemy  left  their  guns,  which  we  took,  and  the  regiment  was 
employed  for  several  hours  after  in  gathering  up  prisoners  and 
searching  through  the  various  buildings  of  the  place.  This  was  about 
half-past  one  o'clock,  A.  M.  The  cavalry  did  not  enter  the  place 
until  some  two  hours  after,  by  which  time  we  had  secured  a  large 
number  of  prisoners,  besides  many  negroes.  Our  regiment  was  kept 
in  the  place  all  night.  Several  companies  were  detailed  to  guard  the 
prisoners  and  perform  picket  duty.  The  cavalry  had  nothing  to  do 
at  all  with  the  capture  of  the  place,  and,  if  General  Stuart's  cavalry 
were  under  fire,  they  must  have  taken  the  grape  which  passed  over 
us  as  intended  for  themselves. 

W.  S.  RANKIN, 

Major  Twenty -first  North  Carolina  Regiment, 
BYRD  SNOW, 

Captain  Company  C. 
JOHN  W.  MILLEK, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  D, 

W.  II.  MARTIN, 
First  Lieutenant   Company  H. 

A.  ALbPAUGII, 
Third  Lieutenant  Company  D 

J.  P.  OAKES, 
Second  Lieutenant  Company  A, 

TWIST  SNOW, 
Second  Lieutenant  Company  C, 

L.  0.  JAMES, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  L. 

J.  A.  CO  BBS, 
Third  Lieutenant   Company  K. 

A.  M.  JOHNSON, 
Second  Brevet  Lieutenant  Company  H. 
W.  L.  TFOEIL, 

Captain   Company  L. 
J.  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  A. 

M.  C.  MOORE, 
Fiist  Lieutenant  Company  I 

D.  J.  COCKESHAW, 
Second  Lieutenant   Company  H 

C.  T.  CLAYTON, 
Second  Lieutenant  Company  L 

J.  L.  PRATT, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  K. 

CALVIN  CREWS, 
Third  Lieutenant  Company  K 

,  J.  S.  DISK, 
First  Lieutenart   Company  L. 

S.  F.  STUART, 
Second  Lieutenant  Company  M. 
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CAMP  OF   TWENTY-FIRST  GEORGIA  REGIMENT, 
April   10,   1863. 

The  undersigned,  officers  of  the  twenty-first  Georgia  regiment, 
were  present  and  participated  in  the  capture  of  Manassas  Junction 
on  the  night  of  the  26th  August  last.  After  a  fatiguing  march,  ar 
rived  at  Bristoe  Station  about  night,  anfl  then  recommenced  the 
march  to  Manassas  Junction  with  the  twenty-first  North  Carolina 
regiment,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Trimble.  We  attacked 
and  captured  Manassas  Junction  about  twelve  o'clock,  this  regiment 
charging  and  capturing  a  battery  of  artillery,  four  pieces,  and  about 
seventy  prisoners,  including  a  lieutenant  colonel  and  several  com 
missioned  officers.  We  were  fired  into  with  shell,  canister  and  mus 
ketry,  which  we  returned,  and  then  charged.  We  placed  pickets  out 
and  guarded  the  approaches  of  the  Junction  on  the  left  side,  which 
were  maintained  until  after  day.  About  sunrise.  Stuart's  cavalry 
arrived  in  the  town.  We  had  not  previously  seen  them,  nor  any 
other  troops,  except  those  of  our  brigade. 

THOMAS  G.  GLOVER, 

Major  commanding  Twenty -first   Georgia  on  August  26M. 

WESLEY  KENNAN, 

Captain  Company   G. 
A.  C.  WATKINS, 

Captnin   Company  A. 
W.  J.  WARREN, 
First  Lieutenant  commanding   Company  I. 

K.  R.  FOSTER, 
First  Lieutenant  commanding  Company  H. 

J.  W.  PATRICK, 
Stcond  Lieutenant  commanding   Company  K. 

J.  H.  TUCKER, 

First  Lieutenant  commanding  Company  B. 
E.  M.  HENDERSON, 

Company  F. 


GENERAL  TRIMBLE:  As  a  question  has  been  raised  as  to  whom  is 
due  the  honor  of  capturing  Manassas,  I  do,  with  pleasure,  General, 
state  that  I  was  present  with  your  brigade,  in  which  niy  regiment, 
the  twenty  first  North  Carolina,  was,  on  the  night  of  the  capture  of 
Manassas  Junction,  which  took  place,  1  think,  on  the  26th  of  August 
last.  About  ten  or  eleven  o'clock,  P.  M.,  ]  went,  with  my  regiment, 
beyond  the  railroad  junction  proper,  till  they  reached  the  first  redoubt 
on  the  railroad,  which  our  forces  had  thrown  up  in  1861,  and  there 
remained.  The  regiments  marched  on,  on  either  side  of  the  railroad, 
and  had  not  proceeded  more  than  a  few  hundred  yards,  when  the  ene 
my  opened  fire  upon  the  brigade.  Shortly  after  this,  I  started  back 
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to  Bristoe  Station  to  bring  forward  the  ambulances,  which  had  been 
left  behind.  I  had  gone  back  fully  half  a  mile  this  side,  west  of  the 
junction  proper,  and  at  least  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  rear  of  where  I 
left  your  brigade,  when  I  was  halted  by  a  cavalry  picket,  which  was 
composed  of  members  of  the  sixth  Virginia  cavalry.  In  conversa- 
tion  with  them,  they  asked  me  whether  the  Junction  had  been  cap 
tured,  etc.,  and  told  me  their  regiment  was  stationed  near  there, 
which  I  approached  and  saw.  This  was  the  nearest  point  to  the 
Junction  at  which  I  saw  any  cavalry. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

H.  SHEPPERD, 
Captain  and  A.  A.   G.,   Twenty-first  North  Carolina  Regiment. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  McLAWS  OF  OPERATIONS 
BELOW  RICHMOND,  SUBSEQUENT*  TO  BATTLES  OF 
RICHMOND. 

• 

HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION, 
August  9,  1862. 

Colonel  R.  H.  CHILTON, 

Adjutant  General  to  General  Lee  : 

SIR  :  In  compliance  with  orders  from  department  headquarters,  re 
ceived  after  six,  A.  M.,  on  6th  instant,  to  march,  with  my  command, 
to  the  junction  of  the  Charles  City  and  Long  Bridge  roads,  I  moved 
with  the  brigades  of  Colonel  Barksdale  and  General  Semmes,  and 
two  regiments  of  the  South  Carolina  brigades,  (all  with  me.)  Not 
long  after  reaching  the  Charles  City  road  the  head  of  my  column  was 
halted,  by  coming  up  with  that  of  General  Ripley,  moving  in  the  same 
direction.  I  had  not  been  informed  of  General  Ripley's  orders,  nor, 
indeed,  that  he  would  move  in  that  direction.  The  day  was  excessively 
warm,  and  the  troops  were  marched  slowly.  Finding  that  General 
Ripley's  column  had  halted  about  nine  miles  from  here,  a  very  con 
siderable  time,  I  rode  forward  and  found  General  Ripley  at  Fisher's. 
He  informed  that  he  was  constructing  tvo  rifle  pits  to  strengthen  his 
position.  Shortly  after  ray  arrival,  one  of  General  Ripley's  brigades 
was  ordered  forward  to  the  junction,  and  the  cavalry  advanced.  It 
was  the  general  impression  that  the  enemy  had  a  very  considerable 
force  of  cavalry  on  the  left,  and  a  large  body  of  infantry  in  front.  It 
was  not  until  late  in  the  day,  that  I  discovered  there  was  a  regiment 
of  two  or  three  hundred  or  more  of  our  own  cavalry  about  the  junc 
tion  and  Fisher's.  The  junction  was  occupied  without  opposition, 
nothing  of  the  enemy  being  seen  beyond  their  mounted  pickets,  which 
retired  as  our  own  advanced.  The  whole  of  Ripley's  command  was 
advanced,  forming  line  of  battle  across  the  road  at  the  junction,  and 
having  brigades  supporting  each  other,  at  Fisher's  house,  where  my 
whole  division  was  in  reserve.  As  night  came  on  the  troops  bivouacked 
in  the  woods  in  advance  of  the  junction,  and  in  position  elsewhere  to 
meet  any  emergency.  On  the  7th  instant,  there  was  some  delay 
owing  to  a  portion  of  Ripley's  troops  not  being  supplied  with  rations. 
The  advance  was,  however,  commenced  by  a  brigade  being  thrown 
forward  and  occupying  the  vicinity  of  the  creek,  between  the  parson 
age  and  Willis'  church — videttes  and  skirmishers  occupying  the  par- 
eonage  and  overlooking  the  battle-ground  of  July  1st.  The  other 
brigade  of  Ripley's  and  the  whole  command  was  ordered  to  march  in 
easy  supporting  distance.  A  brigade  also  occupied  Gatewood's  to 
guard  against  any  movement  from  the  left.  I  then  wrote  to  General 
Longstreet,  and  informing  him  of  my  movement?,  suggested  that 
General  Jones'  command  or  a  brigade  be  advanced  from  that  side, 
taking  its  artillery.  I  did  this  because  the  road  at  the  crossing  of  the 
creek,  beyond  Willis'  church,  had  been  blockaded  by  the  enemy, 
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making  it  impassable  for  artillery.  Shortly  afterwards,  it  was  reported 
that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  Malvern  Hill,  and  our  cavalry  occupied! 
it.  General  Longstreet  comping  up,  I  rode  forward  with  him  to  the 
"  heights,"  and  the  brigades  of  Generals  Rodes,  Toombs  and  Jones 
coming  forward,  occupied  them,  at  Dew's  house  and  to  the  right  and1 
left.  During  the  6th  and  7th,  between  thirty  and  forty  stragglers 
were  brought  in  from  the  enemy.  All  that  were  questioned  spoke  of 
a  very  large  force  of  infantry  occupying  Malvern  heights  and  the  ad 
jacent  country,  and  of  from  three  to  six  regiments  of  cavalry.  More 
confidence  was  given  to  the  reports  of  prisoners  than  otherwise  would1 
have  been  done,  because  it  was  believed  they  had  purposely  thrown 
themselves  in  the  way  of  our  pickets,  wishing  to  be  captured.  Many 
stated  that  General  Heintzelman  was  in  command  on  Malvern  Hillj, 
etc.,  etc.  I  saw  nothing  to  indicate  an  intention  of  the  enemy  to  oc 
cupy  Malvern  Hill  permanently,  or  if  such  was  their  purpose,  they 
had  neglected  the  usual  precaution  of  fortifications..  I  returned  to  my 
old  camp  on  yesterday.  I  saw  several  men  on  the  way  prostrated! 
with  sun-stroke,  and  have  understood  that  some  of  the  cases  proved! 
fatal.  The  march  would  have  been  made  during  the  night  previous, 
but  my  commissary  had  estimated  for  subsistence  stores,  and  they 
had  been  sent  down  to  Fisher's  and  unloaded  in  the  field  during  hie 
absence,  the  wagons  in  which  they  came  returning  to  town. 
Tery  respectfully, 

L.  McLAWS, 
Major  General. 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  McLAWS  OF  OPERATIONS 
ABOUT  HARPER'S  FERRY. 

HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION,  October  18,  1862. 

Colonel  R.  H.  CHILION, 

Adjutant  General : 

SIR:  On  the  10th  ultimo,  in  compliance  with  special  order,  No. 
191,  of  September  9th,  1862,  from  your  headquarters,  I  proceeded 
•with  my  o^n  and  General  Anderson's  division,  via  Buckettsville,  to 
Pleasant  Valley  to  take  possession  of  Maryland  Heights  and  endeavor 
to  capture  the  enemy  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  vicinity.  I  reached  the 
valley  on  the  llth. 

Pleasant  Valley  runs  north  and  south,  and  is  bounded  on  the  east  by 
tbe  Blue  Ridge,  on  the  west  by  Elk  Ridge,  the  southern  portion  of 
wl-ich  ridge  being  more  specially  designated  as  Maryland  Heights. 
The  distance  across,  in  an  air  line,  between  the  summits  of  the  two 
ridges,  being  about  two  and  a  half  or  three  miles.  The  valley  itself 
is  rolling  atd-ii regular,  having  one  main  road  along  or  near  the  foot 
of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  there  is  another  along  the  base  of  Elk  Ridge; 
Imt  it  is  very  much  out  of  rqpair,  and  not  much  used. 

The  Potomac  river  runs  along  the  south  ends  of  both  ridges,  Har 
per's  Ferry  town  being  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  but  entirely 
commanded  by  Maryland  Heights,  from  which  a  plunging  fire,  from 
musketry  even,  can  be  made  into  the  place.  The  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad,  the  turnpike  to  Frederick,  Maryland,  through  Middle- 
town,  and  the  canal  to  Washington  city,  pass  along  the  south  end  of 
the  Blue  Ridge,  there  being  just  enough  space  for  them  between 
the  mountains  and  the  river.  They  also  pass  under  the  south 
end  of  Maryland  Heights,  where  a  crowded  space  has  been 
made  by  blasting  the  rocks  for  a  very  considerable  distance.  The 
railroad  bridge  crosses  the  river  just  under  the  precipice  of  Maryland 
Heights,  and  about  fifty  yards  above  it  the  Yarkees  had  a  pontoon 
bridge  for  wagons,  etc.  The  railroad  bridge  was  defended  by  cannon 
placed  on  the  further  end;  the  narrow  causeway  along  the  river  un 
der  Elk  Bidge,  by  cannon  placed  under  the  precipice  and  on  the 
road.  The  river  there  is  near  four  hundred  yards  wide.  On  the  west 
elope  of  Elk  Ridge,  the  enemy  had  their  heavy  guns  placed  so  as  to 
command  the  approaches  along  the  road  and.  the  town  on  the  opposite 
side,  and  Ijbelieve  the  road  coming  from  the  west;  arid  they  also  swept 
Boliver  Heights,  which  defended  the  approaches  to  the  town  from  the 
side  between  the  Shenandoah  and  the  Potomac  west  and  south. 

So  long  as  Maryland  Heights  was  occupied  by  the  enemy,  Harper's 
Ferry  could  never  be  occupied  by  us.  If  we  gained  possession  of  the 
heights,  the  town  was  no  longer  tenable  to  them. 

Pleasant  Valley  was  approached  from  the  east,  first  by  the  railroad, 
turnpike  and  canal,  at  the  south  end  of  Blue  Ridge.  Second,  By  a 
road  over  the  ridge,  passing  Buckettsville,  a  small  town,  about  a 
mile  or  less  from  the  foot  of  the  Blue  Ridge  over  Brownsvilla  Gap, 
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and  by  another  through  a  gap  to  the  north  of  the  last  named  road, 
known  as  Crampton's  Gap.  The  two  last  were  about  one  mile  apart. 
The  second  road  was  distant  from  the  one  along  the  south  end  of  the 
ridge  four  miles.  Thus  Crampton's  Gap  was  five  miles  from  the  first 
road  along  the  Potomac. 

Passing  from  the  valley,  going  west,  were  two  roads,  one  along  the 
south  end  of  Maryland  Heights,  already  mentioned,  and  another 
through  Solomon's  Gap,  a  slight  depression  in  Elk  Ridge,  about  five 
miles  north  of  the  first  At  the  south  end  of  Blue  Ridge,  and  just 
at  the  commencement  of  the  pass,  corning  from  the  east,  is  the  small 
town  of  Weverton.  About  half-way  between  that  place  and  Harper's 
Ferry,  along  the  turnpike,  is  another  small  place  called  Sindy  Hook. 
The  road  from  Sandy  Hook  ran  about  the  middle  of  the  valley,  and 
joined  the  main  road  along  the  foot  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  two  miles  from 
the  Potomac.  Understanding  that  there  was  a  road  running  from  the 
top  of  Solomon's  Gap  along  the  ridge,  to  the  heights  commanding 
Harper's  Ferry,  I  directed  General  Kershaw,  with  his  brigade  and 
that  of  General  Barksdale,  to  proceed  along  that  road  and  carry  the- 
heights,  using  infantry  alone,  as  the  character  of  the  country  forbade 
the  use  of  any  other  arm.  On  the  12th,  he  proceeded  to  carry  out 
the  order.  I  then  directed  a  brigade  of  General  Anderson's  divis 
ion — General  Wright's — to  ascend  the  Blue  Ridge  with  t  -vo  pieces  of. 
•artillery,  and,  proceeding  down  to  the  point  overlooking  Weverton, to* 
command  the  approach  to  the  pass  there,  along  the  turnpike,  railroad? 
arid  canal.  General  Semmes  was  left  opposite  the  gap  ;  the  troops 
had  passed  over  into  the  valley  (the  one  next  south  of  Crampton's 
Gap),  with  his  own  and  General  Mahone's  brigade,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Parham,  with  orders  to  send  a  brigade  to  the  top  of  Solomon's 
Gap,  to  protect  the  rear  of  General  Kershaw,  and  also  to  take  pre 
cautions  to  guard  the  pass  over  the  Blue  Ridge.  General  Cobb's 
brigade  was  directed  to  cross  the  valley,  and,  inarching  along  its  base, 
to  keep  in  communication  with  General  Kershaw  above  and  up  to  his 
advance,  so  as  to  give  support  if  possible,  if  it  was  needed,  and  to 
serve  as  a  rallying  force  should  any  disaster  render  such  necessary. 

I  then  moved  down  the  valley  towards  the  river,  with  the  rest  of 
the  command,  the  inhabitants  generally  impressing  it  upon  me  that 
Maryland  Heights  was  lined  with  cannon  for  a  mile  and  a  half.  The 
main  force  was  kept  with  the  advance  of  General  Kershaw,  of  which 
I  was  constantly  informed  by  wigiral  parties,  stationed  on  the  heights, 
moving  with  General  Kershaw.  General  Kershaw,  soon  encountered 
the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy,  and  drove  them  before  him  until  d.irk- 
ness  put  an  end  to  the  conflict.  G  eneral  Wright  gained  his  position 
without  opposition,  and  at  sundown  General  Anderson  pushed  forward 
a  brigade,  (General  Pryor's,)  as  I  directed  and,  took  possession  of 
Weverton.,  and  disposed  the  troops  to  effectually  defend  the  pass. 

The  brigades   of  Generals   Armistead  and   Cobb   were   moved  up, 
forming  a  line  across  the  valley  from  the  right,  commanding  the  roadi 
from  Sandy  Hook. 

On  the  13th,  Gen.  Kershaw,  after  a  very  sharp  and  spirited  engage 
ment,  through  the  dense  woods,  and  over  a  very  broken  surface,  (there- 
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being  no  road  from  the  point  where  he  had  ceased  operations  the  night 
previous,)  and  across  two  abattis,  (the  last  quite  a  formidable  work,  the 
east  and  west  side  being  precipices  of  thirty  or  forty  feet,  and  across 
the  ridge  wrere  breastworks  of  heavy  logs  and  large  rock,)  succeeded 
in  carrying  the  main  ridge,  where  the  enemy  had  a  telegraph  station, 
and  by  four  and  a  half,  P.  M.,  we  had  possession  of  the  entire  heights, 
the  enemy  going  down  a  road  which  they  had  constructed  on  the  side 
opposite  the  feriy,  invisible  to  our  troops  from  the  valley,  and  were 
fired  on  by  our  skirmishers  as  they  crossed  the  pontoon  bridge  to 
Harper's  Ferry  town.  The  report  concerning  cannon  along  the 
heights,  proved  to  be  false,  as  the  enemy  used  but  one  battery  on  the 
heights,  and  that  was  placed  on  the  road  towards  Harper's  Ferry, 
and  was  withdrawn  so  soon  as  the  main  ridge  was  carried  The  bat 
tery  of  heavy  guns  placed  on  the  west  slope  of  the  mountains,  which, 
during  the  day  fired  frequently  on  the  storming  party  and  dropped 
shells  into  Pleasant  Valley,  was  spiked  and  abandoned  at  the  same 
time. 

The  troops  in  the  valley  were  then  advanced,  and  General  Cobb's 
brigade  occupied  Sandy  Hook,  with  but  little  resistance,  the  enemy 
having  abandoned  the  place,  with  their  main  force  of  fifteen  hundred 
men,  on  the  night  previous,  leaving  several  hundred  new  muskets  and 
other  stores.  The  road  then  from  Harper's  Ferry,  which  prevented 
egress  from  the  place  coming  east,  was  now  completely  commanded. 

Up  to  this  time,  1  had  received  no  notice  of  the  advance  of  either 
General  Jackson  or  General  Walker,  except  that  a  courier  from  Gen 
eral  Jackson  brought  a  despatch  from  him  to  the  eifect  that  he  hoped 
his  leading  division  would  be  near  Harper's  Ferry  about  two  o'clock 
on  this  day,  and  some  firing  in  that  direction  led  to  the  belief  that 
he  was  advancing. 

During  the  day,  heavy  cannonading  was  heard  to  the  east  and 
north  east,  and  the  cavalry  scouts  were  constantly  reporting  the  ad- 
yance  of  the  enemy  from  various  directions  ;  but  the  truth  of  these 
reports  was  questionable,  as  the  look-out  from  the  mountains  saw 
nothing  to  confirm  them. 

The  morning  of  the  Hth  was  employed  in  cutting  a  road  to  the 
top  of  Maryland  Heights,  practicable  for  artillery.  Major  McLaws, 
of  my  staff,  had  examined  the  ground,  and,  reporting  a  road  practi 
cable,  was  directed  to  rinke  one,  and  by  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Captain 
Read  and  Captain  Carleton,  under  the  direction  of  Major  Hamilton, 
chief  of  artillerv ,  had  two  pieces  from  each  of  their  batteries  in  po 
sition,  overlooking  Bolivar  Heights  and  the  town.  Fire  was  opened 
at  once,  driving  the  enemy  from  their  works  on  the  right  of  Bolivar 
Heights,  and  throwing  shells  ii.to  the  town. 

In  the  meanwhile.  General  Walker,  who  had  informed  me  of  his 
arrival,  after  dark,  on  the  13th  instant,  had  opened  fire  from  Loudon 
Heights,  and  General  Jackson's  batteries  were  playing  from  several 
points. 

Hearing  of  an  advance  of  the  enemy  towards  the  gap,  over  which 
the  command  had  passed  into  Pleasant  Valley,  I  had,  about  twelve 
o'clock,  ordered  General  Cobb  to  return  with  his  brigade  to  the 
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camp,  near  the  point  where  the  road  came  into  the  valley,  ani  di 
rected  General  Semmes  to  withdraw  the  brigade  from  Solomon's  Gap, 
leaving  a  mere  guard,  and  to  tell  General  Cobb,  on  his  arrival  in  the 
vicinity,  to  take  command  of  Crampton's  Gap.  The  gap  was  over 
five  miles  from  the  positions  of  my  main  force.  I  was  on  Maryland 
Heights  directing  and  observing  the  fire  of  oar  guns,  when  I  heard 
cannonading  in  the  direction  of  Crampton's  Gap;  but  I  felt  no  partic 
ular  concern  about  it,  as  there  were  three  brigades  of  infantry  in  the 
vicinity,  besides  the  cavalry  of  Colonel  Munford ;  and  General  Stuart, 
who  was  with  me  on  the  heights,  and  had  just  come  in  from  above, 
told  me  he  did  not  believe  there  was  more  than  a  brigade  of  the  en 
emy.  I  however  sent  my  adjutant  general  to  General  Cobb,  as  also 
Major  Goggin,  of  my  staff,  with  directions  to  hold  the  gap  if  he  lost 
his  last  man  in  doing  it,  and  shortly  afterwards  went  down  the  moun 
tain  and  started  towards  the  gap.  On  my  way,  with  General  Stuart, 
I  met  my  adjutant  general  returning,  who  informed  me  that  the  en 
emy  had  forced  the  gap,,  and  that  reinforcements  were  needed  by 
GenerarCobb.  I  at  once  ordered  up  Wilcox's  brigade,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Alfred  Cutnming,  of  the  tenth  Georgia  regiment,  who  had 
been  detached  from  General  Semmes'  brigade  for  that  purpose,  and 
rode  towards  the  gap.  Fortunately,  night  came  on,  and  allowed  a 
new  arrangement  of  the  troops  to  be  made  to  meet  the  changed  aspect 
of  affairs. 

The  brigades  of  Generals  Kershaw  and  Barksdale,  excepting  one 
regiment  of  the  latter  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  were  withdrawn 
from  the  heights,  leaving  the  regiment  and  two  rifle  pieces  on  the 
main  heights  overlooking  the  town,  and  formed  line  of  battle  across 
the  valley,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  below  Crampton's  Gap,  with 
the  remnant  of  the  brigades  of  Generals  Cobb,  Semmes  and  Mahone, 
and  that  of  Wilcox,  Kershaw  and  Barksdale,  which  was  placed  spe 
cially  under  command  of  General  Anderson.  Generals  Wright  and 
Pryor  were  kept  in  position  guarding  the  Weverton  Pass,  and  Gen 
erals  Armistead  and  Featherston,  that  from  Harper's  Ferry.  That 
place  was  not  yet  taken,  and  I  had  but  to  wait  and  watch  the  move 
ments  of  the  enemy. 

It  was  necessary  to  guard  their  positions — first,  to  present  a  front 
against  the  enemy  advancing  down  the  valley ;  second,  to  prevent 
them  from  escaping  from  Harper's  Ferry,  and  acting  in  conjunction 
with  their  troops  in  front ;  third,  to  prevent  an  entrance  at  vVever- 
ton  Pass. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  engaged  and  in  reserve  at  Crampton's 
Gap  was  estimated  to  be  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  thousand  and 
upwards. 

The  loss  in  those  brigades  engaged  was,  in  killed,  wounded  and 
missing,  very  large,  and  the  remnant  collected  to  make  front  across 
the  valley,  was  very  small. 

I  had  despatched  Lieutenant  Tucker,  my  aid-de-camp,  with  a 
courier  and  guide,  to  report  to  General  Lee  the  condition  of  affiirs; 
but,  on  getting  beyond  our  forces,  he  rode  suddenly 'on  a  strong  picket 
of  the  enemy,  was  halted  and  fired  on  by  them  as  he  turned  and 
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dashed  back.  The  courier  was  killed ;  but  Lieutenant  Tucker  and 
4;he  guide  escaped.  General  Stuart  had,  however,  started  couriers 
before  that,  and  sent  others  from  time  to  time  during  the  night,  and 
I,  therefore,  was  satisfied  that  General  Lee  would  be  informed  before 
morning.  The  15th,  the  enemy  did  not  advance,  nor  did  they  offer 
any  opposition  to  the  troops  taking  position*«icross  the  valley.  The 
line  to  oppose  them  from  that  direction  was  therefore  formed,  and  the 
artillery  posted  to  the  best  advantage.  Ouf  artillery  on  Maryland 
Heights  fired  on  the  enemy  below  so  soon  as  light  permitted.  About 
ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  it  was  telegraphed  to  me  from  Maryland  Heights 
that  the  enemy  at  Harper's  Ferry  had  hoisted  a  white  flag  and  had 
ceased  firing.  I  at  once  ordered  the  troops  which  were  defending  the 
pass  from  Harpers  Ferry  to  advance  their  skirmishers  along  the 
road  to  the  bridge,  or  until  they  were  fired  on,  and  directed  all  the 
trains  to  be  sent  towards  the  Ferry,  still  keeping  the  line  of  battle 
opposed  to  that  of  the  enemy  above.  They,  in  the  meantime,  were 
planting  batteries  on  the  Blue  Ridge  to  operate  against  the  artillery 
on  the  left  of  the  valley,  looking  north,  which  had  been  ad^antage- 
ously  placed  in  position  by  my  chief  of  artillery,  Major  Hamilton, 
along  the  line  formed  across  the  valley. 

My  aid-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Tucker,  had  been  sent  to  communicate 
with  General  Jackson,  in  Harper's  Ferry,  and  he,  returning,  re 
ported  that  General  Jackson  wished  to  see  me  The  enemy  showing 
no  disposition  to  advance,  I  left  the  command  to  General  Andersen, 
with  directions  to  push  the  trains  across  the  river  as  far  as  possible, 
and  follow  with  the  infantry  when  the  trains  were  well  over.  I  then 
rode  over,  and  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Sharpsburg,  with  all  pos 
sible  dispatch.  I  returned  to  Pleasant  Valley,  and,  as  the  troops 
had  been  gradually  withdrawn,  I  formed  a  new  line  across  at  the  foot 
of  the  valley,  still  holding  Maryland  Heights  and  Weverton  Pass, 
and  waited  until  near  two  o'clock,  when  the  trains  having  passed 
over  the  river,  the  troops  were  withdrawn  to  the  right  bank,  and, 
marching  through  Harper's  Ferry,  camped  near  Halltown,  four  miles 
distant,  about  eight  o'clock  on  the  16th  instant.-  The  troops  that 
were  engaged  in  the  attack  and  capture  of  Maryland  Heights  are  en 
titled  to  especial  commendation,  as  they  were  laboriously  employed 
for  two  days  and  one  night  along  the  summit  of  Elk  Ridge,  con 
stantly  working  their  way  under  fire  during  the  day,  and  at  night 
resting  in  position,  all  this  time  without  water,  as  none  could  be  ob 
tained  but  from  the  valley  beneath,  one  mile  down  the  mountain, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  contest  there  was  not  a  straggler  from  the 
two  brigades. 

General  Kershaw,  who  had  special  command  of  this  force,  acted  in 
this  instance,  as  he  bas  in  all  others  when  under  my  command,  with 
great  skill,  coolness  and  daring,  and  is  deserving  of  special  praise. 
I  refer  you  to  his  report  for  other  particulars  of  the  engagement,  and 
for  the  operations  of  the  brigade  of  General  Barksdale,  which  accom 
panied  him  and  materially  assisted  in  the  capture  of  the  place. 

Seeing  that  the  canal  was  full  of  water  about  Weverton,  1  directed 
General  Pryor,  if  tools  could  be  obtained,' to  cut  the  canal  just  above 
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a  culvert  near  the  place,  which  he  did,  and  thinks  the  canal  was  ma 
terially  damaged.     He  also  broke  the  canal  lock. 

The  enemy  having  forced  Crampton's  Gap,  thereby  completely 
cutting  off  my  route  up  the  valley  to  join  the  forces  with  General 
Lee — as  Solomon's  Gap,  the  only  road  over  Elk  Ridge,  wan  just  in 
front  of  the  one  over  the  Blue  Kidge,  occupied  by  the  enemy,  I  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  defend  my  position.  I  could  not  retire  under 
the  bluffs  along  the  river,  with  the  enemy  pressing  my  rear  and  the 
forces  at  Harper's  Ferry  operating  in  conjunction,  unless  under  a 
combination  of  circumstances  I  could  not  rely  on  to  happen  at  the 
exact  time  needed.  I  could  not  pass  over  the  mountain,  except  in  a 
scattered  and  disorganized  condition.  Nor  could  I  have  gone  through 
the  Weverton  Pass  into  the  open  country  beyond,  to  cross  a  doubtful 
ford,  when  the  enemy  was  in  force  on  the  other  side  of  the  Blue 
Kidge  and  coming  down  in  my  rear.  There  was  no  outlet  in  any  di 
rection  for  anything  but  the  troops,  and  that  very  doubtful.  In  no 
contingency  could  I  have  saved  the  trains  and  artillery.  1  therefore 
determined  to  defend  myself  in  the  valley,  holding  the  two  heights 
and  the  two  lower  passes,  in  order  to  force  a  direct  advance  down  the 
valley,  to  prevent  co-operation  from  Harper's  Ferry,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  carry  out  my  orders  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  that  place. 
I  received  several  communications  from  your  headquarters  in  rela 
tion  to  my  position,  which  were  obeyed,  so  far  as  circumstances 
permitted,  and  I  acted,  in  departing  from  them,  as  I  believed  the 
commanding  General  would  have  ordered  had  he  known  the  circum 
stances.  The  force  in  Harpers  Ferry  was  nearly,  if  not  quite  equal 
to  my  own,  and  that  above  was  far  superior. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  co-operate  from  Harpers  Ferry  with  the 
force  above,  and  the  force  above  did  riot  press  down  upon  me  because, 
1  believe,  General  Lee  offered  battle  at  Sharpsburg.  The  early  sur 
render  of  Harper's  Ferry  relieved  me  from  the  situation,  and  my 
command  joined  the  main  army  at  Sharpsburg  on  the  morning  of  the 
1 7th  September. 

My  special  thanks  are  due  to  General  Anderson,  whose  division 
was  under  my  command,  for  his  advice  and  assistance,  and  the  cor 
dial  co-operation  of  all  in  generally  performing  their  whole  duties. 
The  operations  at  Crarapton's  Gap  I  give  in  a  separate  paper. 
To  the  members  of  my  staff,  Major  Mclntosh,  A.  A.  G.  ;  Major 
Goggin ;  Major  McLaws  ;  Major  Edwards,  A.  C.  S. ;  chief  surgeon 
of  division,  Surgeon  Gilmore  ;  Captain  King,  who  accompanied  Gen 
eral  Kershaw  during  the  whole  of  his  operations  on  the  heights  ; 
Capt.  Costin  ;  Lieut.  Tucker,  A.  D.  C.  ;  Capt.  Taliaferro  and  Lieut. 
Edwards,  ordnance  officers,  I  am  indebted  for  their  aid  and  active 
assistance.  Captain  Manning,  who  had  charge  of  the  signal  corps, 
being  unable  to  attend  to  his  duties,  from  a  sudden  attack  of  ery 
sipelas  in  the  head,  Captain  Costin  took  charge  of  the  party,  and  it 
rendered  very  great  service  during  the  three  days  it  was  required. 
Lieutenant  Campbell,  of  the  engineers,  also  distinguished  himself  for 
his  activity  in  reconnoitering  the  position  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.    McLAWS, .Major  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION,  October  21,  1862. 
Colonel  R.  H.    CHILTON,  A.  A.  G.: 

I  enclose  herewith  a  report  of  the  operations  of  my  command  in 
Pleasant  Valley,  Maryland.  There  are  particular  reasons  why  I 
should  make  a  special  report  of  the  engagement  at  Crampton's  Gap, 
to  do  which,  however,  it  is  necessary  to  obfain  reports  from  Colonel 
Munford,  who  was  first  in  command,  and  from  Colonel  Parham, 
Mahone's  brigade,  who  came  next  after  and  made  the  dispositions  pre 
vious  to  the  arrival  of  General  Cobb. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  McLAWS,  Major  General 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL    McLAWS  OF  BATTLE  OF 

SHARPSBURG. 

HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION,  October  20,  1862. 

To  the  Adjutant  General, 

Headquarters  of  General  Longstreet : 

SIR:  On  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  September,  ultimo,  my  com 
mand,  consisting  of  my  own  division  and  that  of  General  Anderson, 
marched  through  Harper's  Ferry  from  Pleasant  Valley,  and  halted 
near  llalltown,  a  short  distance  from  the  road,  which  turned  to  the 
right  towards  Shepherdstown,  which  was  on  the  way  to  Sharpsburg, 
to  which  place  I  had  been  directed  to  march,  by  orders  direct  from 
General  Lee  and  afterwards  from  General  Jackson. 

The  entire  command  was  very  much  fatigued.  The  brigades  of 
Generals  Kershaw  and  Barksdale  had  been  engaged  on  Maryland 
Heights  on  the  12th,  13th  an.d  14th,  and  on  the  15th  had  been 
marched  from  the  heights  to  the  line  of  battle  up  the  valley,  formed 
to  oppose  that  of  the  enemy  below  Crampton's  Gap.  Those  of  Gen 
erals  Cobb  and  Semmes  and  Mahone,  (Colonel  Parham,)  had  been  en 
gaged  and  badly  crippled  at  Crampton's  Gap,  and  all  the  others  had 
been  guarding  important  points  under  very  trying  circumstances.  A 
large  number  had  no  provisions,  and  a  great  portion  had  not  had 
time  or  opportunity  to  cook  what  they  had.  All  the  troops  had  been 
without  sleep  during  the  night  previous,  except  while  waiting  in  line 
for  the  wagon  trains  to  pass  over  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Harper's 
Ferry. 

I  had  ridden  on  to  Charlestown  to  look  after  the  sick  and  wounded 
from  Pleasant  Valley,  when  notice  was  sent  me  to  hasten  the  troops 
to  Sharpsburg.  I  returned  to  camp  and  started  the  command  at  three, 
P.  M.  ;  halted  after  dark,  (and  the  night  was  very  dark,)  within  two 
miles  of  Shepherdstown,  wlHre,  receiving  orders  to  hasten  forward, 
again  commenced  the  march  at  twelve  o'clock  that  night,  many  of  the 
regiments  still  without  provisions.  I  may  here  state  that  the  crossing 
at  Harper's  Ferry  was  very  much  impeded  by  the  paroled  prisoners, 
passing  over  the  bridge,  whenever  there  was  an  opportunity  offered 
by  any  accident  to  the  bridge,  causing  temporary  halt  in  the  trains 
or  batteries,  which  was  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  the  streets  of 
Harper's  Ferry  town  were  crowded  with  prisoners  and  wagons,  all  of 
which  prevented  me  from  halting  even  for  a  moment  in  the  town  to 
obtain  provisions  there. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  about  sunrise,  the  head  of  my  column 
reached  the  vicinity  of  General  Lee's  headquarters,  near  Sharpsburg. 

I  rode  on  to  the  town  looking  for  General  Lee,  and  on  my  return, 
not  finding  him,  met  General  Longstreet,  who  directed  me  to  send 
General  Anderson's  division  direct  down  the  road  to  the  hill  beyond 
Sharpsburg,  where  he  would  receive  orders.  I  learned  from  him  where 
General  Lee's  camp  was  and  reported  to  General  Lee  for  orders.  He 
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directed  me  to  halt  my  division  near  I*  his  headquarters,  which  was 
done,  and  I  then  rode  back  to  hasten  up  General  Anderson,  whose  di 
vision  was  in  the  rear.  About  an  hour  after  this,  my  division  was 
ordered  to  the  front  by  an  aid-de-camp  of  General  Lee's — Major  Tay 
lor.  In  about  one  mile,  we  came  in  rear  of  the  position,  which  was 
pointed  out  by  Major  Ratchford,  of  General- D.  II.  Hill's  staff,  as  the 
one  the  division  was  to  occupy.  I  was,  of  course,  entirely  ignorant 
of  the  ground  and  of  the  location  of  the* troops.  General  Hood, 
however,  who  was  present,  pointed  out  the  direction  for  the  advance, 
and  my  line  of  battle  was  rapidly  formed — General  Cobb's  brigade  OL- 
the  right,  next  General  Kershaw's,  General  Barksdale  and  Genera] 
Semmes  on  the  loft.  Just  in  front  of  the  line  was  a  large  body  of 
woods,  from  which  parties  of  our  troops,  of  whose  command  I  do  not 
know,  were  seen  retiring,  and  the  enemy,  I  could  see,  were  advancing 
rapidly,  occupying  the  place.  My  advance  was  ordered  before  the  entire 
line  of  General  Kershaw  could  be  formed.  As  the  enemy  were  fill 
ing  the  woods  so  rapidly,  I  wished  my  troops  to  cross  the  open  space 
between  us  and  the  woods  before  they  were  entirely  occupied.  It  was 
made  steadily  and  in  perfect  order  and  the  troops  were  immediately  en 
gaged,  driving  the  enemy  before  them  in  magnificent  style,  at  all 
points,  sweeping  the  woods  with  perfect  ease,  and  inflicting  great  lost- 
on  the  enemy.  They  were  driven  not  only  through  the  woods,  hut 
over  a  field  in  front  of  the  woods,  and  over  two  high  fences  beyond 
and  into  another  body  of  woods  over  a  half  a  mile  distant  froin  the 
commencement  of  the  fight. 

The  men  were  scattered  by  the  engagement  through  the  woods, 
where  the  enemy  made  their  only  stand,  and  there  being  no  immediate 
support,  the  several  brigades  fell  back  into  the  woods,  and  the  line, 
to  maintain  the  position,  was  formed  by  the  brigades  of  General  Ran 
som,  Walker's  division,  and  of  General  Armistead,  General  Ander 
son's  .division,  which  had  been  sent  to  my  support,  of  General  Early, 
which  was  already  in  position,  and  tb|e  brigades  of  Generals  Barks- 
dale  and  Kershaw.  Captain  Read's  battery  had  been  placed  in  posi 
tion  on  the  right  of  the  woods,  which  \H  had  entered,  and  did  most 
excellent  service;  but  it  was  exposed  to  such  a  severe  fire,  General 
Kershaw  ordered  it  back,  after  losing  fourteen  officers  arid  men  and 
sixteen  horses.  Another  battery,  Capt.  Carleton's,  which  I  had  ordered 
into  position  in  the  woods,  in  front  of  General  Ransom's  brigade,  was 
so  severely  cut  up  in  a  short  time  by  the  direct  and  cross  fires  of 
numerous  batteries,  that  I  ordered  it  to  retire.  The  enemy  did  not 
make  an  attempt  to  retake  the  woods  after  they  were  driven  from 
them,  as  I  have  mentioned,  but  kept  up  a  terrific  fire  of  artillery. 
There  was  an  incessant  storm  of  shot  and  shell,. grape  and  canister  ; 
but  the  loss  inflicted  by  the  artillery  was  comparatively  very  small. 
Fortunately,  the  woods  were  en  the  side  of  a  hill,  the  main  slope  of 
which  was  towards  us,  with  numerous  ledges  of  rock  all  along  it. 
Thus  it  was  our  men,  although  under  this  fire  for  hours,  suffered 
so  little  from  it. 

I  could  do  nothing  but  defend  the  position  my  division  uccupied. 
The  line  was  too  weak  to  attempt  an  advance.  There  were  not  men 
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enough  to  make  a  continuous  single  line.  In  some  places,  for  a  con 
siderable  distance,  there  were  no  men  at  all  ;  while  just  beyond  u--. 
across  an  open  field,  about  four  or  five  hundred  yards  distant,  wen 
the  lines  of  the  enemy,  apparently  double  and  treble,  supporting  nu 
merous  batteries,  which  crossed  fire  over  every  portion  of  the  ground. 
The  artillery  of  the  enemy  was  so  far  superior  to  ours  in  weight  of 
metal,  character  of  gun  and  numbers,  and  in  quality  of  ammunition, 
that  there  was  but  very  little  to  be  gained  by  opposing  ours  to  it, 
and  I  therefore  did  not  renew  the  attempt  after  the  first  experiment. 

The  ground  over  which  the  Mississippi  brigade,  General  Barksdale. 
advanced,  and  to  his  right,  was  thickly  strewn  with  the  dead  and 
wounded  of  the  enemy,  far  eceeding  our  own,  and  their  dead  were 
much  more  numerous  than  their  wounded.  The  close  proximity  of 
the  combatants  to  each  other  may  account  for  the  disproportion 

General  Cobb's  brigade  going  in,  extended  itself  further  to  the 
right  than  I  intended,  but  the  Colonel  commanding,  Colonel  Sanders, 
twenty-fourth  Georgia,  did  not  learn  my  orders  to  correct  the  error, 
so  it  is  reported,  and  the  engagement  commencing  immediately,  the 
brigade  went  on  to  a  position  several  hundred  yards  to  the  right  of 
the  woods  and  defended  it. 

General  Semrnes  was  sent  to  the  left,  just  after  his  brigade  came  OB 
the  ground,  by  direction  of  General  Jackson,  to  give  support  to  Gen 
eral  Stuart.  His  brigade  drove  the  enemy  through  the  woods  and  be 
yond  them  for  a  considerable  distance. 

General  Kershaw's  brigade  was  more  exposed  in  its  first  advance 
tkan  any  other,  as  it  had  to  move  over  a  large  open  space,  before 
reaching  the  woods,  which  there  afforded  less  protection  ;  but  th<j 
command  went  in  with  enthusiasm,  and  drove  the  enemy  up  to  their 
batteries  and  reserves,  and  then  retired  to  the  woods  from  which  they 
had  first  driven  the  enemy,  as  did  the  other  brigades  of  Cobb,  Semmes 
and  Barksdale,  because  of  the  weakness  of  their  own  lines,  the  want  of 
immediate  support,  the  want  of  ammunition,  and  the  fatigue  of  the 
men.  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  Colonel  Nance,  commanding 
the  third  South  Carolina  regiment,  of  General  Kershaw's  brigade, 
brought  his  regiment  from  the  ground  in  perfect  order,  and  formed  it 
in  the  rear,  to  be  supplied  with  ammunition,  with  the  precision  of  a 
parade.  This  perfect  control  of  his  men  is  owing  to  the  high  state 
of  discipline  and  good  drill  for  which  his  regiment  is  distinguished. 

General  Barksdale  reformed  on  the  ground  he  went  over;  General 
Semmes  was  placed  in  reserve  in  his  rear  ;  General  Cobb's  brigade  on 
the  left  of  General  Kershaw,  who  had  previously  moved  to  the  left  of 
the  line. 

The  enemy 'having  abandoned  their  attempt  to  advance,  I  had  an 
opportunity  to  examine  the  relative  positions  of  our  troops  and  those 
of  the  enemy,  and  soon  became  convinced  that  we  had  nothing  to 
gain  by  an  advance  of  our  troops.  The  strong  position  of  the  en 
emy  was  along  the  An  tie  tarn,  the  right  bank  of  which  (the  side  to 
wards  our  army)  ^as  swept  by  numerous  batteries  of  artillery,  posted 
along  the  left  banks,  which  commanded  the  right.  Their  position 
along  the  left  bank  was  a  very  strong  one,,  having  ^the  Antietam  in 
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their  front  and  Maryland  Heights  in  their  rear.  For  us  to  force  them 
back  on  the  Antietam  was  to  force  them  to  concentration  in  their  re 
serves,  of  which  we  had  none,  to  weaken  our  lines  and  scatter  our 
troops,  so  that  in  the  event  of  a  reverse,  no  rally  of  any  considerable 
body  could  be  made,  and  the  final  result  would  not  probably  have 
been  such  as  to  have  entitled  us  to  claim  as  we  now  can,  the  battle  of 
Sharpsburg  as  one  of  the  greatest  successes^if  not  the  greatest  suc 
cess  of  the  war,  when  the  enormous  disparity  between  our  forces  and 
those  of  the  Yankees  are  considered. 

Brigadier  Generals  Kershaw,  Semmes  and  Barksdale  deserve  high 
praise  for  their  heroic  conduct  in  the  fight,  and  for  the  skillful  man 
ner  their  brigades  were  handled. 

Colonel  Sanders,  of  twenty-fourth  Georgia,  who  commanded  Cobb's 
brigade  during  the  first  part  of  the  engagement,  carried  it  forward  in 
good  order,  and  the  brigade  maintained  its  position  and  drove  the  en 
emy  for  some  distance,  retiring,  after  losing  forty-three  per  cent  of 
its  strenth.  Lieutenant  Colonel  McRae,  of  the  fifteenth  North  Caro 
lina  regiment,  commanded  the  brigade  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
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which,  taken  in  conection  with  the  small  number  of  missing,  shows 
how  dearly,  yet  how  gloriously,  this  success  was  obtained. 

It  is  with  sincere  regret,  that  I  have  to  state  my  Adjutant  General, 
Major  T.  S.  Mclntosh,  was  killed  dead,  shot  through  the  heart,  while 
carrying  out  one  of  my  orders.  The  country  has  lost  in  him  as  brave 
and  gallant  an  officer  and  gentleman  as  any  that  survives  him. 

My  Inspector  General,  Major  Goggin,  was  with  me  during  the  day, 
carrying  orders  and  superintending  their  execution,  in  the  perform 
ance  of  which  duties  he  exhibited  great  daring,  and  cool,  sound  judg 
ment. 

To  Captain  King  and  Lieutenant  Tucker,  aids-de-camp  and  Captain 
Costin,  signal  officer;  Lieutenant  Campbell,  of  the  engineers,  and 
Lieutenant  Edwards,  ordnance  officer,  I  am  indebted  for  their  zeal 
and  activity.  Their  gallantry  was  conspicuous  in  the  performance  of 
their  duties. 

Colonel  Henry  Coulter  Cabell,  chief  of  artillery,  who  had  been  ab- 
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sent  sick,  joined  me  on  the  field,  and  remained  during  the  rest  of  tho 
engagement. 

I  enclose  reports  of  brigade  commanders,  and  call  attention  to  their 
notices  of  individual  merit. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  McLAWS, 

Major  General. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  EARLY,  COMMAND 
ING  DIVISION,  OF  OPERATIONS  FROM  AUGUST  16™  TO 
SEPTEMBER  27rn,  1862. 

HEADQUARTERS  EWELL'S  DIVISION,  > 
January  12,  1863.       \ 

Captain  A.  S.  PENDLETON, 

A.  A.  General,  Second  Corps: 

CAPTAIN:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  headquarters 
of  the  corps,  I  submit  the  "following  report  of  the  operations  of  this 
division  since  the  movement  from  the  neighborhood  of  Gordonsville, 
northward,  in  the  month  of  August  last,  until  it  reached  Bunker 
Hill,  in  September: 

This  report,  however,  is  necessarily  defective  in  regard  to  all  the 
other  brigades  of  the  division  except  my  own,  as  there  were  other 
division  commanders  until  after  the  commencement  of  the  battle  of 
Sharpsburg,  on  the  17th  of  September.  Major  General  Ewell  having 
commanded  until  the  night  of  the  28th  of  August,  when  he  was 
wounded  in  the  action  near  Groveton,  and  Brigadier  General  Lawton 
having  command  from  that  time  until  he  was  wouiided  at  the  battle 
of  Sharpsburg.  It  is  impossible  to  supply  the  necessary  information 
in  regard  to  the  particular  parts  taken  by  Law  toe's  and  Trimble's 
brigades  in  the  several  actions  commencing  with  the  affairs  of  Hazel 
river,  on  the  22d,  and  Bristoe  and  Manassas  Junction,  on  the  27th 
of  August,  and  ending  with  the  battle  of  Sharpsburg,  except  as  to 
the  part  taken  by  Trimble's  brigade  at  Sharpsburg,  as  General  Law- 
ton,  who  commanded  his  brigade  until  the  29th  of  August,  is  absent 
in  Georgia,  wounded,  and  Colonel  Douglas,  who  commanded  the  brig 
ade  from  the  29th  of  August  to  the  17th  of  September,  was  killed  at 
Sharpsburg  on  that  day,  and  General  Trimble,  who  commanded  his 
brigade  until  the  29th  August,  is  absent,  wounded,  and  Captain 
Brown,  of  the  twelfth  Georgia  regiment,  who  succeeded  him  in  the 
command,  was  killed  at  Ox  Hill,  near  Chantilly,  on  the  1st  ot  Sep 
tember.  There  is  the  same  difficulty  in  regard  to  ILiys'  brigade  as 
to  the  pare  taken  by  it  on  the  3()th  of  August,  at  Manassas,  and  at 
Ox  HiJl,  on  the  1st  of  September,  as  Colonel  Strong,  who  commanded 
on  thrse  occasion?,  was  killed  at  Sharpsburg. 

This  report,  therefore,  will  not  contain  particular  details  of  the 
operations  of  any  brigade  but  my  own,  in  most  of  the  actions  in 
which  the  division  was  engaged  during  the  time  covered  by  it. 

MARCH  FROM  VICINITY  OF<^ORDONSVILLE  TO  THE  RAPPAHANNOCK. 

On  the  16th  of  August,  the  division  moved  from  Liberty  Mills,  in 
Orange  county,  to  Mountain  Run,  in  the  same  county,  near  Clarke's 
Mountain,  below  Rapidan  Station,  where  it  remained  until  the  20th, 
when  it  crossed  the  Rapidan  at  Cunningham's  ford  and  bivouacked 
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near  Stevensburg,  in  Culpeper  On  the  next  day  it  moved  past 
Brandy  Station  and  bivouacked  near  St.  James'  church,  on  the  road 
towards  a  ford  on  the  Rappahannock,  above  the  railroad  station  and 
below  the  mouth  of  Hazel  river. 

The  next  day  it  moved  in  the  direction  of  that  ford,  and,  on  arriv 
ing  there,  the  enemy  being  in-position  on  the  opposite  bank  to  dis 
pute  the  passage,  the  division  was  moved  to  the  left,  Lawton's  brig- 
gade  leading,  crossing  Hazel  river  at  a  mill  and  then  moving  in  the 
direction  of  a  ford  on  the  Rappahannock,  above  the  mouth  of  Hazel 
river,  where  the  enemy  was  also  found  in  force,  and  the  division  was 
then  again  moved  to  the  left  in  the  direction  of  the  ford  ^t  Warren- 
ton  Springs,  by  a  route  through  fields  and  woods,  so  as  not  to  be  ex 
posed  to  view.  At  the  two  fords  above  mentioned,  and  in  moving 
therefrom,  the  division  was  exposed  to  shells  fired  from  the  enemy's 
batteries,  and  sustained  slight  loss. 

In  moving  to  the  left  across  Hazel  river,  General  Trimble,  with  his 
brigade,  was  left  behind  to  observe  the  enemy,  and  had  a  fight  with  a 
body  of  the  enemy  which  had  crossed  from  the  north  bank  of  the  Rap 
pahannock  and  was  threatening  the  trains,  and  succeeded  in  driving 
it  back  .across  the  river  ;  but  I  am  unable  to  give  the  particulars  of 
this  affair. 

CROSSING  OF  THE  RAPPAHANNOCK  AND  AFFAIR  AT  WARRENTON  SPRINGS, 

AUGUST 


The  remainder  of  the  division  proceeded  to  the  vicinity  of  the  War- 
renton  Springs,  on  the  southern  bank,  and  late  in  the  afternoon,  the 
thirteenth  Georgia  regiment,  of  Lawton's  brigade,  under  Colonel 
Douglas,  was  crossed  at  the  Springs,  capturing  a  few  cavalrymen  on 
picket  at  that  place.  Brown's  and  Dement's  batteries,  of  four  guns 
each,  were  also  crossed  over  at  this  point.  My  own  brigade,  under 
the  superintendance  of  General  Ewell,  who  was  actkig  under"  General 
Jackson's  orders,  was  crossed  over  about  a  mile  below  the  Springs,  on 
an  old  dilapidated  dam,  formerly  built  for  purposes  of  navigation, 
and  Hays'  brigade,  under  Colonel  Forno,  was  ordered  to  follow  ;  but 
as  my  brigade  did  not  succeed  in  crossing  until  it  was  nearly  dark, 
and  the  crossing  was  exceedinly  difficult,  Hays'  brigade  was  left  on 
the  south  bank  for  the  night. 

My  orders  were  to  occupy  a  wood-on  the  north  bank  of  the  river, 
immediately  in  front  of  the  place  at  which  I  crossed,  and  to  estab 
lish  communications  with  General  Lawton,  the  whole  of  whose  brig 
ade,  I  was  informed,  would  cross  over  at  the  Springs.  Before  I  was 
ordered  to  cross  over,  there  had  been  quite  a  heavy  shower  of  rain, 
which  had  somewhat  swollen  the  river,  and  it  was  raining  when  I 
crossed.  I  moved  the  brigade  into  the  woods  indicated,  General 
Ewell  having  recrossed  after  seeing  the  whole  of  my  brigade  over. 
In  extending  the  left  into  the  woods  on  a  line  parallel  with  the  river, 
a  road  was  found  running  from  the  Springs  through  this  body  of 
woods,  towards  the  fords  and  Rappahannock  Station  below.  My  left 
was  posted  near  this  road,  the  right  extending  to  an  old  field  just  be- 
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low  where  I  had  crossed.  Pickets  were  put  out  in  front  and  on  the 
flanks,  and  Major  A.  L.  Pitzer,  my  volunteer  aid,  was  despatched  to 
find  his  way  to  the  Springs  and  communicate  with  General  Lawton. 
It  had  become  exceedingly  dark  by  this  time,  and  Major  Pitzer,  in 
endeavoring  to  get  to  the  Springs,  rode  upon  a  party  of  six  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  who  had  passed  up  the  road  a  few  moments  before 
we  had  reached  it. 

He  was  made  a  prisoner  by  this  party,  wjio  were  endeavoring  to 
make  their  way  to  the  Springs,  but,  finding  some  difficulty  in  the 
way,  had  halted.  After  he  had  been  compelled  to  surrender  his  arms, 
the  party  smarted  with  him  back  on  the  road  they  had  come,  and  the 
Major,  with  great  presence  of  mind,  informed  them  that  they  were 
all  his  prisoner^  ;  that  if  they  attempted  to  pass  out  in  any  direction 
they  would  be  fired  upon  by  some  of  our  pickets,  as  they  were  com 
pletely  surrounded;  but,  if  they  submitted  to  his  direction,  he  would 
take  them  in  safe,  which  they  concluded  to  do,  and  the  Major  did 
actually  bring  them  in  as  prisoners  alter  they  had  captured  him. 
After  this  attempt,  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  make  another  effort 
to  establish  communication  with  the  Springs  that  night,  as  it  was 
very  dark  and  threatening  rain,  and  there  was  no  one  in  the  command 
who  had  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  localities  to  find  the  way. 

During  the  night  there  was  a  very  heavy  rain,  and  in  the  morning 
I  found  that  the  river  had  become  very  much  swollen  and  was  so  high 
as  to  defy  all  attempts  at  crossing,  and  a  messenger  sent  to  the 
Springs  returned  with  the  information  that  only  the  thirteenth  Georgia 
regiment,  of  Lawton's  brigade,  had  crossed  over  the  night  before. 
As  soon  as  I  ascertained  the  condition  of  things,  I  despatched  a  note 
for  General  Ewell  or  General  Jackson,  whichever  should  be  first  met 
with,  informing  them  of  my  condition  and  that,  if  tbe  enemy  should 
come  upon  me  with  heavy  force,  my  whole  command  must  be  cap 
tured,  and  suggesting  the  propriety  of  my  attempting  to  extricate  rny 
force,  with  that  at  the  Springs,  by  moving  up  the  river  towards 
Waterloo  bridge  ;  this  was  sent  by  a  messenger,  with  direction  to 
swim  the  river  with  it,  if  possible.  Before  this  note  could  be  deliv 
ered,  I  received  a  verbal  message  from  General  Jackson,  which  had 
been  delivered  across  the  river  at  the  Springs  aud  was  brought  to  me 
by  a  sergeant  of  one  of  the  batteries  at  that  place,  diiecting  me  to 
move  up  towards  the  Springs  and  take  command  of  all  the  force  there, 
and  post  my  command,  with  the  left  flank  resting  on  the  river  and 
the  right  on  a  creek,  to  the  north  of  the  Springs,  which  emptied  into 
the  river  below  and  was  past  fording  also,  there  being  no  enemy  in 
the  fork,  and  stating  that  he  was  having  the  bridge  repaired  across 
the  river,  which  would  soon  be  in  a  condition  for  infantry  to  pass 
over.  In  a  short  time  afterwards,  I  received  a  note  from  General 
Jackson,  in  response  to  mine,  containing  similar  instructions  and  di 
recting  me,  in  addition,  to  move  up  towards  Waterloo  bridge  it'  the 
enemy  appeared  in  too  heavy  force,  keeping  dose  to  the  river,  and 
informing  me  that  he  would  follow  along  the  opposite  bank,  with  his 
whole  force,  to  cover  my  movement.  1  accordingly  moved  up  tow.-irda 
the  Springs,  posting  Colonel  Walker,  with  his  regiments,  the  thir- 
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teentb  Virginia  and  the  thirty-first  Virginia,  on  the  road, -so  as  to 
protect  my  rear.  On  getting  near  the  Springs,  I  found  that  Colonel 
Douglas  had  i^oved  his  regiment  and  the  artillery  to  a  hill  just  below 
the  Springs,  which  runs  across  from  the  river  to  the  creek  mentioned, 
and  along  this  I  posted  the  twelfth  Georgia  regiment,  the  twenty- 
fifth,  forty-fourth,  forty  ninth,  fifty-second  and  fifty-eighth  Virginia 
regiments,  with  the  thirteenth  Georgia  on  the  left,  all  being  so  dis 
posed  as  to  present  a  front  to  the  northwest,  the  rear  being  guarded 
by  Colonel  Walker  with  the  thirteenth  and  thirty-first  Virginia  regi 
ments,  and  the  right  Hank,  which  was  the  only  one  exposed,  being 
secure  for  a  short  time  on  account  of  the  condition  of  the  creek, 
which  is  called  Great  Run.  Companies  were  thrown  out  on  this  flank 
to  prevent  any  attempt  to  cross  the  creek,  and  a  bridge,  which  was 
partially  flooded,  tfas  destroyed.  A  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  was 
discovered  early  in  the  morning  by  Colonel  Douglas  on  the  north  of 
the  creek, .and  they  were  hovering  around  my  right  flank  on  the  op 
posite  side  of  the  creek  all  the  morning.  During  the  morning 
General  Jackson  sent  over  an  officer  to  pilot  one  of  my  staff  officers 
over  the  route  to  Waterloo  bridge,  which  it  might  be  necessary  to 
pass  over  in  case  of  emergency,  and  my  adjutant  general,  Major 
Hale,  was  sent  with  him  to  ascertain  the  route. 

In  the  meantime,  the  creek  began  to  fall  rapidly,  and  in  the  after 
noon  it  was  in  a  condition  to  be  crossed. 

It  also  began  to  be  evident  that  the  enemy  was  moving  up  from 
below  in  heavy  force,  and  that  my  command  was  in  a  critical  condi 
tion.  It  was  entirely  concealed  from  the  enemy's  view  by  being 
posted  in  the  woods,  and  this  fact  no  doubt  saved  it,  for  it  was  evident 
the  enemy  was  aware  of  the  fact  that  a  force  was  across  the  river, 
and,  from  the  caution  with  which  he  moved,  he  thought  it  was  muck 
larger  than  it  really  was. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  a  heavy  column   of  infantry,   with   artillery, 
made  its  appearance  opposite  to  my  right  flunk,  and  I  then  changed 
my  front  so  as   to  present   it  towards   the  enemy,  without,  however, 
his  being  aware  of  it,  as  my  whole  movement  was  concealed  from  his 
view  by  the  woods.     The  artillery  was    also   so    posted  as  not  to  be 
observed  by  him.     About  this  time  Colonel  Robertson,  with  two  or 
three  regiments  of  cavalry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  came  from  the 
direction  of  Warrenton,  and,  after  consulting   with  me,   posted*  two' 
pieces  of  artillery  on  the  hill  to  the  north  of  the  Springs,  which  com 
manded  a  view  of  the  enemy,  and   opened  fire  upon  him.     This  was 
responded  to  by  a  battery  of  the   enemy's   in   a  few  moments,  and  I 
sent  two  Parrott  guns  from.  Brown's  battery  to  the  assistance  of  rfo- 
bertson's  pieces,  which  were  of  short  range,  and  a  brisk  cannonading 
was  kept  up  until  near    sundown,   with    no  damage,  however,  to  my 
infantry  or  artillery,  the  only  persons  killed  or  woundeJ  belonging  to 
the  cavalry,  which  happened  to  be  in   the   line  of  the    artillery    fire> 
and  in  rear  of  our  pieces.     After  the  cessation  of  the  artillery  fire,  & 
column  of  the  enemy  was  observed  to   advance,   it   being  then    near 
dark,  and  a   mist  rendering  objects  quite  indistinct.     Infantry  was 
also  seen  moving  off  to  the  left,  and  in  a   few   moments  the  enemy 
12 


178 

delivered  a  rolrey  into  the  woods,  where  my 'infantry  was  posted,  and 
then  gave  three  cheers,  followed  hy  a  tiger,  in  regular  style.  I  had 
two  of  Captain  Dement's  Napoleon  guns  run  to  the  left  of  my  line, 
and  infantry,  to  a  point  from  which  they  could  fire  upon  the  enemy, 
and  caused  them  to  open  with  canister.  This  file  was  so  well  directed, 
although  objects  could  not  be  distinguished,  that  the  enemy  was 
thrown  into  confusion  and  driven  back,  as^  was  manifest  from  the 
cries  and  groans  of  his  men,  which  were*  plainly  heard  by  ours. 
There  was  no  further  attack  on  me;  but  it  was  evident,  from  the 
noises  heard  and  the  reports  of  one  or  two  persons  who  had  seen 
columns  of  the  enemy  passing  from  below,  that  a  heavy  force  was 
near  at  hand,  and  that  preparations  were  being  made  to  surround  my 
force,  and  I  sent  a  messenger  to  General  Jackson^with  information  as 
to  the  state  of  things,  and  by  his  directions  the  remainder  of  Gene 
ral  Law-ton's  brigade  was  crossed  over  on  the  temporary  bridge  which 
had  been  constructed — the  sixtieth  regiment,  under  Major  Berry, 
Laving  been  crossed  over  just  before  night. 

General  Lawton  got  over  about  one  o'clock  and  informed  me  that 
he  had  seen  written  instructions  to  General  Ewell,  directing  him  to 
cross  over  himself  at  daylight,  and  if  it  was  evident  the  enemy  was 
in  heavy  force,  to  recross  the  troops,  as  it  was  not  desired  to  have 
a,  general  engagement  at  that  place.  I  immediately  despatched  a 
messenger  to  General  Ewell  to  inform  him  that  there  was  no  doubt  of 
the  er  emy's  being  in  heavy  force,  and  if  I  was  to  be  recrossed  it  had 
better  be  done  at  once  without  waiting  for  daylight,  as  the  enemy,  by 
moving  to  the  left,  could  place  artillery  so  as  to  command  the  bridge 
and  ford  at  the  Spiings,  and  from  the  sounds  of  carriages  moving  in 
•that  direction,  I  was  satisfied  such  was  his  purpose  and  that  it  would 
be  accomplished  before  I  could  recross,  if  it  was  postponed  until  day 
light  In  response  to  this,  General  Ewell  came  over  a  little  before 
three  o'clock,  and,  after  consultation  with  me,  gave  the  order  for  re- 
crossing,  which  was  accomplished,  Lawton's  brigade  going  first  and 
carrying  over  the  artillery  by  hand,  and  then  my  brigade  following, 
the  whole  being  completed  very  shortly  after  daylight.  My  command 
was  thus  rescued  from  almost  certain  capture,  as  it  has  since  appeared 
from  General  Pope's  report  that  he  had  brought  up  his  whole  force  to 
attack  what  he  supposed  to  be  General  Jackson's  whole  force.  I  lost 
EO  men  killed  or  wounded,  though  a  severe  punishment  must  have 
been  inflicted  on  the  enemy  by  the  canister  from  our  artillery. 

Our  situation  WMS  felt  b}  every  officer  and  man  to  be  of  the  most 
critical  nature,  and  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  deport 
ment  of  the  whole  command.  The  men  had  had  nothing  ta  eat  since 
the  day  they  had  crossed  over,  and  for  two  nights  and  a  day  they  lay 
upon  their  arms,  yet  they  did  not  murmur,  but  exhibited  the  utmost 
resolution  to  repulse  the  enemy  at  all  hazards  should  he  come.  When 
the  enemy  fired  his  volleys  into  the  woods  where  the  men  were  posted 
they  did  not  throw  away  ammunition,  but  coolly  reserved  their  fire 
until  the  enemy  should  get  to  close  quarters,  determined  to  make  it  a 
death  struggle. 

This  commendation  is  equally  due  to  Colonel  Douglas  and  his  offi- 
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<e»?rs  and  men,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  tlie  two  batteries  mentioned, 
as  to  my  own  brigade.  After  recrossing,  my  brigade,  as  well  as  that 
of  General  Lawton,  was  moved  back  to  the  vicinity  of  JefFersontoa 
to  rest  and  cook  rations.  , 

MOVEMENT  UPON  THE  ENEMY'S  LINE  OF  COMMUNICATION  TO  THE  REAR, 
AND  AFFAIRS  AT  BRISTCE  STATION    AND  MANASSAS  JUNCTION. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  the  division  moved,  under  orders 
from  General  Jackson,  to  Ilinson's  mill,  above  Waterloo  brHge, 
^rhere  it  crossed  the  Rappahinnock,  and  then  proceeded  by  Orleaa 
and  camped  at  night  near  Salem,  in  Fauquier  county.  Very  early 
next  morning  it  marched  by  Salem  and  through  Thoroughfare  Gap, 
in  the  direction  of  Gainesville,  at  which  latter  place  it  took  the  road 
to  Bristoe  Station,  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad.  The  di 
vision  which  on  this  day,  as  well  as  on  the  day  before,  was  in  the 
advance,  moved  as  follows :  First,  Hays'  brigade,  under  Colonel 
Forno;  second,  Trimble's  brigade  ;  third,  Lawton's  brigade;  fourth, 
my  own  brigade. 

Hays'  brigade  reached  the  station  a  short  time  before  sunset,  just  as 
several   trains   were    approaching   from   the   direction    of  Warrentoa. 
Junction.     There  being  no  force  at  this   place  except  a  small  detach 
ment  of  cavalry,  which  was  soon  dispersed,  Colonel  Forno  succeeded 
in  arresting  and  capturing  two  trains   of  empty  cars,  the  first  which 
approached  making  good  its  escape  by  forcing   its  way  over  the  ob 
structions  placed  on  the  road  towards  Manassas  Junction.     General 
Trimble,  as  soon  as  he  arrived,  was  detached   with  two  regiments  of 
his  brigade  to  Manassas  Junction,  and  the  other  brigades  ad  they  ar 
rived,  and  Hays'  brigade,  were  placed  in  position   by  Major  General 
Ewell,  so  as  to  prevent  surprise  and  any  approach  on  the  railroad.   As 
soon*  as  it  was  light  next  morning,  the  three    brigades  of  the  division 
left  at  Bristoe.were  placed  in  position  as  follows  :     Lawton's  brigade 
was  posted  on  the  left   of  the  railroad,  Hays'  brigade  on  the  right  of 
it,  and  my  own  brigade  to  the   right  of  Hays'  in  a   pine  wood,  our 
line  of  battle  being  fronted  towards  Warrenton  Junction  and  occu 
pying  a  ridge  a   short  distance  from   Bristoa   in  the  direction  of  that 
junction.     Colonel  Forno,  with  four  regiments  of  Hays?  brigade  and 
one  of  Lawton's,   and  one  piece  of  artillery  from  D'Aquin's   battery, 
was  then  ordered  to  the  front  to  reconnoitre   and  destroy  the  bridge 
over  Kettle  run  and  tear  up  the  track  of  the  railroad.     He  foun  1  the 
enemy  had  brought  up  on  a  train  of  cars  a  body  of  infantry  sufficient 
to  fill  nine  cars  ;  but,    having  doubtless   discovered    our   force    to  be 
larger  than  was  thought,  was  re-embarking  it.     A  few  shots  from  the 
piece  of  artillery  were  fired  at   the   train   and  it  made   its  wa^  back 
again  after  receiving  some  damage.     The  sixth  Louisiana,  under  -Col.. 
Strong,  was  left  on  picket  two  miles  in  front   on  the   railroad,  and 
the  eighth  Louisiana  was  put  to  work  destroying  the   railroad  bridge 
and  tearing  up  the  track,  and  Colonel  Forno  returned  with  the  rest 
of  the  force.     In  the  meantime,  the  fifteenth  Alabama,  of  Trimble's 
brigade,  and  the  twelfth  Georgia  regiment,  cf  my  own  brigade,  were 
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seat  to  join  General  Trimble  at  Manassas  Junction,  an  order  having 
been  received  ior  the  transfer  of  tbe  latter  regiment.  Under  orders 
from  General  Ewell,  later  in  the  day,  the  forty-ninth  Virginia,  of  my 
brigade,  was  moved  to  the  right,  on  a  ro.ad  leading  to  Greenwich 
across  a  ridge  that  was  to  the  right  of  our  position.  Brown's  battery, 
from  the  artillery  battalion,  was  posted  on  a  hill  in  rear  of  the  posi 
tion  of  my  brigade,  and  several  pieces  from  Jwo  other  batteries  were 
posted  further  to  the  right  on  a  ridge  over  which  the  road  from 
Gainesville  runs,  support^  by  two  regiments  from  Lawton's  brig 
ade,  the  whole  being  so  posted  as  to  command  the  open  ground  in 
front  of  the  right  of  our  position.  A  regiment  from  Lawton's  brig- 
ade,  (the  sixtieth  Georgia,)  with  one  piece  of  artillery,  was  advanced 
on  the  left  of  the  railroad  so  as  to  support  Colonel  Forno's  two  regi 
ments  that  were  in  front,  and  Johnson's  battery,  of  my  brigade,  was 
posted  on  thejidge  between  the  position  of  Hays'  brigade  and  my 
own  and  the  rest  of  the  batteries  were  posted  on  the  left  of  the  sta 
tion.  In  the  afternoon,  indications  were  seen  of  the  approach  of 
heavy  columns  of  the  enemy  from  the  direction  of  Warren  ton  Junc 
tion,  and  all  the  baggage  wagons  were  ordered  to  move  towards  Ma- 
nassas  Junction.  In  a  short  time  the  enemy  was  seen  approaching 
on  the  right  of  the  railroad  and  in  front  of  Hays'  brigade,  the  sixth 
and  eighth  Louisiana  regiments  falling  back  and  taking  position  in  a 
wood  three 'hundred  or  four  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  brigade. 
The  enemy's  force  consisted  of  heavy  columns  of  infantry,  with 
artillery. 

As  soon  as  the  enemy  came 'in  range,  our  artillery,  from  its  several 
positions,  opened  on  him,  as  did  the  sixth  and  eighth  Louisiana  and 
sixtieth  Georgia  regiments.  By  this  combined  fire,  two  columns  of 
the  enemy,  of  not  less  thnn  a  brigade  each,  were  driven  back,  and 
the  fifth  Louisiana  regiment  was  sent  forward  to  reinforce  the  sixth 
and  eighth.  Fresh  columns  of  the  enemy  were,  however,  seen*  ad 
vancing,  and  it  became  appaierit  that  his  force  was  much  larger  than 
ours,  and  the  nature  of  the  ground  was  such  that  by  a  movement  to 
our  right,  which  he  was  evidently  making,  he  could  obtain  a  position 
which  commanded  the  rear  of  our  line  and  the  crossing  of  Broad 
Run.  General  Ewell  then  informed  me  that  he  had  received  orders 
from  General  Jackson  to  retire  towards  Manassas  Junction  if  the  en 
emy  came  in  large  force  ;  and  he  gave  the  orders  for  the  withdrawal 
of  our  force  across  Broad  Run.  At  this  time  the  Louisiana  regi 
ments  were  actively  engaged,  and  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  was 
moving  up,  and  the  experiment  had  to  be  tried  whether  our  troops 
could  be  withdrawn  in  good  order.  General  Ewell  directed  me  to 
cover  the  retiring  of  the  troops  with  my  brigade. 

Lawton's  brigade  was  first  withdrawn  across  the  ford  at  the  rail 
road  bridge,  and  then  Hays'  brigade  followed,  the  regiments  engaged 
in  front  having  fallen  back  in  good  order  My  own  brigade  was 
withdrawn  from  the  pine  woods  in  which  it  was,  and  formed  in  suc 
cessive  lines  of  battle  so  as  to  cover  the  ford  at  the  bridge.  All  of 
the  artillery  was  successfully  crossed  over,  a  part  having  crossed  at 
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Millford,  several  hundred  yards  above  the  bridge,  at  which,  also  the 
forty-ninth  Virginia  regiment  crossed. 

In  the  meantime,  the  enemy  advanced  in  line  of  battle  on  both 
sides  of  the  railroad,  preceded  by  skirmishers,  and  keeping  up  a  con 
stant  artillery  fire.  Lawton's  brig-vie  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  on 
the  north  bank  of  Broad  Run,  and  some  batteries  were  placed  in  po 
sition,  and  Haysy  brigade  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Manassaa.  After 
all  the  other  brigades  and  the  artillery  had  crossed,  my  own  brigade 
was  crossed  over  by  regiments  successively,  the  thirteenth  Virginia, 
under  Colonel  Walker,  being  retained  until  the  last,  and  skirmishers 
sent  out  from  it  to  keep  the  enemy's  skirmishers  in  check.  I  then 
crossed  over  the  thirteenth  regiment,  and  moved  back  about 
three  fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  run,  and  formed  my  brigade  in  line 
of  battle  on  a  high  hill  on  the  road  towards  Manassas,  and  in  full 
view  of  the  enemy,  who  had  halted  on  the  ridges  near  Bristoe  Sta 
tion.  In  a  short  time  afterwards,  General  Ewell,  withLawton's  brig 
ade,  moved  back  through  my  line,  which  ran  across  the  road,  and 
directed  me  to  remain  in  my  position  until  orders  should  be  sent  back 
to  me,  directing  me  at  the  same  time  to  move  one  or  two  regiments 
by  flank,  with  colors  elevated,  so  as  to  present  the  appearance  of  the 
arrival  of  reinforcements.  This  was  done,  and  the  enemy  did  not 
advance  further. 

Shortly  after  dusk,  under  orders  from  General  Ewell,  I  moved  to 
Manassas  Junction. 

Our  loss  was  comparatively  slight  in  this  affair,  and  the  men  be 
haved  admirably,  withdrawing  from  under  fire  and  moving  back  iu 
excellent  order.  General  Trimble  having  been  detached  from  the  divis 
ion  the  night  previous,  his  movements  were  under  the  immediate 
direction  of  General  Jackson,  and  I  am  unable  to  furnish  any. account 
of  them. 

• 

THE  THREE  DAYS'  FIGHTING  NEAR  MANASSAS. 

As  soon  as  the  troops  of  the  division  were  supplied  with  provis 
ions  at  Manassas,  of  which  they  stood  in  great  need,  they  wero 
moved  in  the  direction  of  Centreville,  towards  Bull  Run,  and  the 
several  brigades  bivouacked  separately  between  Manassas  and  Bull  Run. 

At  dawn  next  morning,  my  brigade,  by  direction  of  General  Ewell, 
moved  to  the  bridge  at  Blackburn's  ford,  where  it  crossed  and  pro 
ceeded  up  to  stone  bridge  through  the  fields  on  the  north  side  of  Bull 
Run,  followed  by  Trimble's  brigade.  Again  crossing  there,  and  pro 
ceeding  along  the  Warrenton  turnpike  for  a  short  distance,  and  then- 
turning  to  the  right  through  the  fields  near  the  old  Carter  house, 
and  Matthew's  house,  close  to  which  the  first  battle  of  Manassas  be 
gan,  my  brigade  was  marched  across  the  road  running  from  the  stone 
house,  on  the  turnpike,  to  Sudley  church,  and  formed  in  line  in  the 
woods  »orth  of  the  road.  The  other  brigades  were  halted  in  the 
woods,  north  of  that  road,  Lawton's  and  H  »ys'  brigades  having  missed 
their  way  and  gone  in  the  direction  of  Centreville,  but  having  turned, 
on  the  Warrenton  turnpike  and  come  up  with  the  others. 
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After  remaining  in  this  position  for  some  time,  the  division  was  or 
dered  to  move,  under  cover  of  the  woods,  in  the  direction  of  Gaines 
ville,  following  Jackson's  division,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General 
Taliaferro.  My  own  brigade  was  the  leading  .one  of  the  division  in 
this  movement,  and  followed  Jackson's  division,  moving  through  the 
woods  until  we  reached  the  track  graded  for  a  railroad,  and  thence 
along  that  to  the  point  where  it  leaves  the  woods  not  far  from  Grove- 
ton.  We  here  turned  to  the  right,  and  were  formed  in  line  on  the 
edge  of  a  piece  of  woods,  with  the  left  resting  on  the  railroad  track, 
and  the  right  a  short  distance  in  rear  of  Starke's  brigade,  of  Jack 
son's  division/  Hays'  brigade  was  formed  just  behind  my  own,  and 
Lawton's  and  Trimble's  brigades  were  moved  further  to  the  right  by 
General  Ewell,  who  accompanied  them,  and  directed  me  to  take  com 
mand  of  my  own  and  Hays'  brigade. 

I  saw  no  more  of  General  Ewell  subsequent  to  this,  until  after 
night,  when  I  saw  him  wounded.  I  am  unable  to  give  the  particu 
lars  of  the  operation  of  Lawton's  and  Trimble's  brigades;  but  I  am 
informed  that  they  were  placed  in  line  by  General  Ewell,  on  the  right 
of  Staike's  brigade,  and  when  the  advance  was  made  on  the  enemy  as 
he  moved  down  the  turnpike  late  in  the  afternoon,  these  two  brigades 
were  ordered  forward  by  General  Ewell,  and  participated  in  the  at 
tack  on  the  enemy,  constituting  the  left  of  our  line  of  attack,  and 
crossing  the  railroad  and  advancing  to  close  quarters  with  the  enemy. 

These  two  brigades  suffered  very  severely,  Lawton's  loss  being 
quite  heavy.  General  Ewell  himself  received  a  very  serious  wound 
in  the  knee  while  leading  one  of  the  regiments,  near  the  close  of  the 
fight.  Just  before  dark,  I  received  an  order  from  General  Jackson, 
through  one  of  his  staff  officers,  to  advance  to  the  front  and  immedi 
ately  put  my  brigade  in  motion,  followed  by  Hay's  brigade  ;  and 
while  advancing,  I  received  another  order  to  send  two  regiments  to 
the  right  to  General  Jackson,  and  detached  the  forty-fourth  Vir 
ginia,  under  Colonel  Wm.  Smith  for  that  purpose.  On  arriving  at 
the  railroad  cut,  I  found  it  so  deep  that  I  could  not  pass  over  it,  and 
I  moved  by  the  right  flank  until  I  reached  a  ravine  with  high  em 
bankments  on  both  sides  and  an  interval  between,  through  which  I 
moved  by  flank,  forming  by  file  iuto  line  in  front  of  it. 

This  movement  brought  me  near  the  left  of  the  position  to  which 
Trimble's  brigade  had  advanced,  and  during  it  the  brigade  was  ex 
posed  to  a  galling  fire  of  shells  and  canister.  By  the  time  I  had  suc 
ceeded  in  forming  my  line  in  front  of  the  railroad,  the  enemy  was 
retiiing.  and  it  having  become  dark  and  impossible  to  tell  whether  I 
should  encounter  enemies  or  friend?,  I  advanced  no  further,  and 
Hays'  brigade  was  halted  on  the  railroad. 

In  this  position,  the  two  brigades  lay  on  their  arms  during  the 
night.  A  short  distance  in  front  of  me  General  Ewell  was  lying 
•wounded,  and  I  had  him  carried  to  the  hospital.  Lawton's  and 
Trimble's  brigades  lay  on  their  arms  a  short  distance  to  my  ..right, 
near  the  points  where  they  were  at  the  close  of  the  fight. 

Earlj  next  morning  the  division,  then  under  command  of  Briga 
dier  General  Lawton,  was  formed  in  line  on  a  ridge  perpendicularly  to- 
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the  railroad  track,  with  the  right  resting  on  the  Warren  ton  -turnpike 
ari,d  facing  towards  Groveton.  In  a  short  time  thereafter,  I  received 
an  order  from  General  Jackson  to  move,  with  my  own  and  Hays'  bri 
gade,  to  a  ridge  west  of  the  turnpike  and  the  railroad  track,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  flanking  our  forces  on  the  right,  a  movement 
from  the  direction  of  Manassas  indicating  that  purpose  having  been 
observed.  In  making  this  movement,  two  of  my  regiments,  the  thir 
teenth  and  thirty-first  Virginia,  were  detached  by  General  Jackson 
and  placed  in  a  piece  of  woods  on  the  cast  of  the  turnpike,  to  observe 
the  movements  of  a  body  of  the  enemy  that  was  moving  towards  oar 
right.  I  formed  my  own  and  Hays1  brigade  in  line  on  the  ridge  indi 
cated,  placing  them  under  cover  in  the  woods,  and  advanced  skirm 
ishers  to  the  railroad  track,  and  posted  a  detachment  on  my  right 
flank,  so  as  to  prevent  any  surprise  from  that  direction.  Johnson's 
battery  was  also  placed  in  position  so  as  to  command  my  front.  In 
the  meantime  our  whole  line  of  battle  had  been  so  modified  as  to 
place  it  along  the  railroad  track,  and  Lawton's  and  Trimble's  brigades 
were  moved  so  as  ty  conform  to  this  new  disposition.  My  own  and 
Hays'  brigades  thus  constituted  the  extreme  right,  being  thrown  back 
a  little  in  rear  of  the  direction  of  the  main  line.  The  thirteenth 
Virginia  regiment,  under  Colonel  Walker,  and  the  thirty-first,  under 
Colonel  Hoffman,  by  skirmishing,  kept  the  body  of  the  enemy's 
infantry,  which  has  been  mentioned,  in  check  undl  the  head  of  Gen 
eral  Longstreet's  corps  made  its  appearance  on  the  Warrenton  tura- 
tarnpike,  from  the  direction  of  Gainesville.  When  this  corps  had 
advanced  sufficiently  far  to  render  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  remain 
longer  in  my  position,  or  for  the  thirteenth  and  thirty-first  regiments 
to  remain  where  they  were,  I  recalled  them  and  moved  to  the  left  for 
the  purpose  of  rejoining  the  rest  of  the  division.  I  found  General 
Lawton,  with  his  brigade,  in  the  woods,  not  far  from  the  position  at 
which  I  had  been  the  evening  before,  but  formed  in  line  so  as  to  be 
parallel  to  the  railroad,  Trimble's  brigade  being  posted  on  the  rail 
road  cut,  on  the  right  of  our  line  as  thus  contracted.  I  was  ordered 
by  Genertl  Lawton  to  form  ray  brigade  in  line  in  rear  of  his  brigade, 
and  Colonel  Forno  was  directed  to  form  on  my  right. 

Shortly  after  this,  the  enemy  began  his  attempts  to  drive  our  troops 
from  the  line  of  the  railroad,  aad  about  half-past  three,  P.  M.,  Colo 
nel  Forno  was  ordered  to  advance  to  the  front  by  General  Jackson  to 
the  support  of  one  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  brigades,  and  he  advanced 
to  the  railroad  and  drove  the  enem^  from  it,  and  took  position  on  it 
with  his  brigade.  After  this  affair,  Colonel  Forno  was  wounded  by 
one  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  so  seriously  as  to  require  his 
removal  from  the  field. 

Subsequent  to  this  advance  by  Colonel  Forno,  a  messenger  came 
to  me  from  General  A.,  P.  Hill,  stating  that  the  enemy  were  pressing 
one  of  his  brigades  on  the  railroad,  whose  ammunition  was  nearly 
exhausted,  and  requesting  me  to  advance  to  its  support.  I  imme 
diately  did  so,  and,  as  I  passed  General  Lawton's  brigade,  I  found 
him  preparing  to  send  forward  the  thirteenth  Georgia  regiment.  I 
continued  to  advance  to  the  front,  accompanied  by  the  eighth  Lou- 
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isiana  regiment,  under  Major  Lewis,  which  had  not  been  with  its  own 
brigade,  having  been  sent  off  to  replenish  its  ammunition  the  day 
before,  and  having  returned  just  in  time  to  join  my  brigade. 

On  reaching  the  railroad,  I  found  the  enemy  had  possession  of«it 
and  a  piece  of  woods  in  front,  there  being  at  this  point  a  deep  cut, 
which  furnished  a  strong  defence.  General  Gregg's  and  Colonel 
Thomas'  brigades  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  having  nearly  exhausted 
their  ammunition,  had  fallen  back  a  short  distance,  but  were  still  pre 
senting  front  to  the  enemy.  My  brigade  and  the  eighth  Louisiana 
regiment  advanced  upon  the  enemy  through  a  field  and  drove  him 
from  the  woods  and  out  of  the  railroad  cut,  crossing  the  latter  and 
following  in  pursuit  several  hundred  yards  beyond.  In  this  charge, 
which  was  made  with  great  gallantry,  heavy  loss  was  inflicted  on  the 
enemy,  with  comparatively  slight  loss  to  my  own  brigade,  though, 
among  others,  two  valuable  officers,  Colonel  Smith  and  Major  Higgin- 
botham,  of  the  twenty-fifth  Virginia  regiment,  were  severely 
wounded.  The  thirteenth  Georgia  regiment  also  advanced  to  tho 
railroad  and  crossed  it  to  my  right  The  messenger  from  General 
Hill  had  stated  that  it  was  not  desirable  that  I  should  go  beyond  the 
railroad,  and,  as  vsoon  as  I  could  arrest  the  advance  of  my  brigade,  I 
moved  it  back  to  the  railroad  and  occupied  it.  This  was  the  last 
attempt  made  by  the  enemy  on  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the  29th,  to 
get  possession  of  the  line  of  the  railroad.  On  the  afternoon  of  this 
thy,  General  Trimble  was  wounded  by  a  shot  from  one  of  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters,  though  I  believe  his  brigade  was  not  engaged  during 
the  day. 

General  Trimble's  wound  was  a  very  serious  one,  and  the  command 
of  the  brigade  devolved  on  Captain  Brown,  of  the  twelfth  Georgia 
regiment,  as  the  ranking  officer  present.  During  the  night  of  the 
29th,  my  brigade  and  the  eighth  Louisiana  and  thirteenth  Georgia 
regiments  lay  on  their  arms  on  the  part  of  the  line  they  were  at. 
Early  next  morning  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  commenced  firing  on 
iny  left  flank  along  the  railroad,  killing  a  very  valuable  young  officer 
in  the  thirteenth  Virginia  regiment.  Lieutenant  Wilroy,  and  I  be 
came  then  aware,  for  the  first  time  that  my  flank  was  exposed,  as  I 
had  been  informed  that  one  or  more  of  General  Hill's  brigades  were 
to  the  left  of  me,  but,  for  some  purpose,  whatever  force  was  there 
liad  been  withdrawn,  and  I  thus  found  myself  in  this  position.  I 
soon  discovered  that  the  enemy's  skirmishers  were  crossing  Ae  rail 
road  to  my  left,  and  advancing  through  a  corn-field,  and  I  immedi 
ately  sent  word  to  General  Hill  of  the  state  of  things,  and,  after  some 
delay,  some  brigades  were  sent  to  occupy  positions  to  my  left. 

During  the  course  of  the  morning  the  skirmishers  from  my  brigade, 
which  were  under  •  command  of  CapUin  Lilly,  of  the  twenty-fifth 
Virginia  regiment,  repulsed  a  column  of  the  enemy  which  commenced 
to  advance,  and  a  short  time  afterwards  an  arrangement  was  made  so 
as  to  place  General  Hill's  troops  on  the  left,  this  division  in  the 
centre,  and  Jackson's  division  on  the  right.  In  making  this  arrange 
ment  there  was  room  left  in  the  front  line  for  only  three  of  the  regi 
ments  of  my  brigade,  and  1  left  the  forty  fourth,  forty-ninth  and 


185       - 

fifty- second  in  position,  under  Colonel  Smith,  of  the  forty-ninth,  and 
withdrew  the  thirteenth,  twenty-fifth,  thirty-first  and  fifty-eighth  Vir 
ginia  regiments  a  short  distance  to  the  rear. 

The  position  of  the  brigades  ^of  the  division  under  this  disposition 
was  as  follows  :  On  the  right  was  Trimble's  brigade,  under  Captain 
Brown  ;  on  the  left  of  Trimble's  was  Lawton^  brigade,  under  Colonel 
Douglas,  and,  on*his  left,  the  three  regiments  of  my  brigade,  under 
Colonel  Smith,  the  whole  occupying  the  line  of  the  railroad  ;  Hays* 
brigade  had  gone  to  the  rear  to  get  ammunition  and  did  not  return. 
Jn  the  afternoon,  when  the  enemy  made  his  determined  attack  on  the 
line  of  the  railroad,  beginning  on  the  right,  Trimble's  brigade,  by  a 
cross  fire,  aided  in  repulsing  the  column  that  advanced  against  Starke's 
brigade.  Another  column  advanced  in  front  of  the  three  regiments 
of  ray  brigade,  and  was  repulsed  by  their  fire  and  that  from  Lawton'a 
brigade.  The  attack  seemed  to  be  general  along  the  whole  line,  and 
the  fire  ran  from  right  to  left.  As  the  enemy  retired,  the  three'regi- 
ments  of  my  brigade  dashed  across  the  road  in  pursuit,  very  unex 
pectedly  to  me,  as  I  had  given  express  orders  for  them  not  to 
advance  until  ordered  to  do  so,  and  I  immediately  moved  up  the  regi 
ments  that  were  in  rear,  to  fill  up  the  gap  that  was  thus  left. 

The  other  regiments  were,  however,  soon  brought  back  by  Col 
onel  Smith.  Late  in  the  afternoon,  after  General  Longatreet 
had  made  his  advance,  and  but  a  short  time  before  night,  General 
Lawton  received  an  order  to  advance  to-the  front,  and  Trimble's,  his 
own  and  my  brigades,  were  ordered  forward,  and  commenced  advanc 
ing.  My  own  brigade  advanced  through  the  woods  until  it  reached 
a  field  in  front  and  I  halted  here  a  moment  for  General  Lawton  and 
the  rest  of  the  division  to  come  up,  as  I  was  a  little  in  advance,  but 
General  Jackson  soon  rode  up  and  ordered  me  to  move  by  the  left 
flank,  as  it  was  reported  that  a  body  of  the  enemy  was  moving 
to  our  left.  I  immediately  did  so,  sending  in  front  skirmishers,  un 
der  Colonel  Terrell,  of  the  thirteenth  Virginia  regiment,  and  contin 
ued  to  move  on  until  I  came  to  the  railroad  and  then  along  that 
until  I  came  to  a  field.  It  was  then  getting  dark,  and  as  soon 
as  my  skirmishers  entered  the  field  they  were  fired  upon  from  a 
hill  to  my  left.  This  was  very  unexpected,  and  I  immediately 
sent  back  to  General  Jackson  to  let  him  know  j^ie  fact,  as  it  would 
have  been  folly  for  me  to  advance,  if  this  fire  was^fbpm  the  enemy,  in 
the  direction  I  was  going.  A  message  was  soon  recwed  directing  me 
to  send  and  ascertain  from  whom  the  fire  came,  and  stating  that  it  was 
probably  from  some  of  General  Hill's  troops.  It  was  impossible  to 
distinguish  uniforms  or  colors  at  a  distance,  when  this  firing  took 
place,  and  the  only  chance  of  ascertaining  from  whence  it  came,  being 
to  send  a  messenger,  with  the  certainty  of  his  being  captured  if  it 
was  the  enemy.  A  young  man,  from  the  forty-fourth  Virginia  regi 
ment,  who  volunteered  for  the  purpose,  was  sent,  and  he  soon  returned 
with  the  information  that  the  firing  was  from  the  skirmishers  from 
Branch's  and  Greggs's  brigades,  who  mistook  us  for  the  enemy.  Fortu 
nately,  however,  no  damage  was  done.  I  was  then  ordered  toadvmce 
to  the  front,  and  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards,  I  was  ordered  to  move 
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back  by  the  right  flank,  the  reports  of  the  movement  of  the  enemy  aromi'l 
our  left  flank  having  proved  unfounded.  I  found  that  the  other  brigades 
had  already  bivouacked  near  where  I  had  left  them,  and  my  own,did  the 
same.  Most  of  the  batteries  of  the  division  were  engaged  at  different 
joints  and  times,  during  the  fighting  on  these  days,  but  as  they  were 
separated  from  their  brigades  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  follow 
ing  them  in  the  woods,  I  am  unable  to  give  a  sufficiently  accurate  ac 
count  of  tljeir  operations,  and  shall  therefore*  not  attempt  it. 

AFFAIR  AT  Ox  HILL  NEAR  CHAN  TILLY,  AND  MARCH  INTO  MARYLAND. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  the  3 1st,  the  division  was  ordered  to 
move,  following  Jackson's  division,  and  it  did  so,  crossing  Bull  Run  at  a 
ford  below  Sudley,  and  then  turning  to  the  left  and  pursuing  a  coun 
try  road  until  we  reached  the  Little  River  turnpike,  which  was  fol 
lowed  in  the  direction  of  Germantown  until  we  were  ordered  to  biv- 
ouack  late  at  night. 

Early,  next  morning,  (the  1st  of  September,)  we  were  again  put  in 
motion,  following  Jackson's  division,  and  moving  in  single  column, 
until  we  reached  Chantilly,  where  the  division  was  placed  in  two  col 
umns,  ono  being  on  each  side  of  the  road,  wifli  the  artillery  in  the 
road.  In  this  arrangement,  Trimble's  and  Hays'  were  on  the  right, 
and  Lawton's  and  my  own  brigades  on  the  left  of  the  road,  my  own 
following  Lawton's  brigade. 

On  reaching  Ox  Hill,  in  the  afternoon,  where  the  Ox  road  crosses 
the  turnpike,  icdications  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  on  the  turn 
pike  from  Centreville  having  been  observed,  Trimble's  and  Hays' 
brigades  were  moved  to  the  right,  and  placed  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
right  of  Jackson's  division,  and  occupying  positions  on  the  edge  of  a 
field  beyond  a  piece  of  woods,  through  which  the  Ox  road  here  runs. 
Lawton's  brigade  and  my  own  were  moved  across  the  turnpike  and 
placed  in  line  in  the  woods  in  rear  of  Trimble's  and  Hays'  brigades. 
Lawton's  be"ing  placed  in  rear  of  Trimble's  brigade,  and  my  own  in 
rear  of  Hays'  brigade.  As  we  moved  into  position,  the  enemy  opened 
with  artillery,  firing  into  the  woods  where  we  were  posted,  and,  in  a 
short  time  afterwards,  infantry  firing  commenced  in  front.  After  we 
had  been  in  position  for  some  time,  General  Starke,  who  wa*s 
commanding  Jackson's  division,  came  to  me  and  represented  that 
the  enemy  were  ajproaching  on  his  left,  in  considerable  force,  an.l 
that  there  was  aijpnterval  on  his  left,  between  his  left  flank  and  the 
turnpike,  his  line  being  in  the  form  of  an  arc  of  a  circle,  and  he  re 
quested  me  to  move  my  brigade  so  as  to  occupy  this  interval,  in  the 
direction  of  which,  he  represented  the  enemy  to  be  moving.  I  had 
some  hesitation  about  moving  my  brigade  ;  but  as  I  had  received  no 
orders,  and  had  merely  followed  the  movement  of  the  brigade  pre 
ceding  me,  which  brought  rne  in  the  position  I  have  indicated,  and  as 
General  Starke  was  very  urgent,  representing  his  condition  to  be 
critical,  which  it  in  fact  was,  if  the  information  he  received  was  true, 
I  determined  to  move-my  brigade  to  his  left,  which  was  but  a  short 
distance,  owing  to  the  form  of  the  line,  and  gave  the  order  accord 
ingly  to  move  by  flank,  putting  myself  upon  the  leading  flank.  Dur- 


187 

ing  this  movement  I  heard  a  very  considerable  musketry  fire ;  but  as 
the  woods  were  very  thick,  and  it  was  raining  very  hard  at  the  time, 
I  could  see  a  very  short  distance,  and  ^ok  it  for  granted  that  the  fir 
ing  proceeded  from  the  troops  in  front  of  me.  On  reaching  the  posi 
tion  General  Starke  wished  me  to  occupy,  I  found  tlrH  three  of  my 
regiments,  the  thirteenth,  twenty-fifth  and  thirty-first  Virginia  regi 
ments,  had  not  followed  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  and  I  immediately 
sent  my  aid,  Lieutenant  Early,  to  see  what  was  the  cause  of  it.  He 
found  these  regiments  engaged  with  the  enemy  in  their  front,  Hays' 
brigade,  under  Colonel  Strong  of  the  sixth  Louisiuna  regiment,  hav 
ing  fallen  back  in  confusion,  and  passed  through  these  regiments,  fol 
lowed  by  the  enemy,  just  as  my  orders  were  being  carried  out.  This 
affair  could  not  be  seen  by  me  from  the  flank  on  which  I  was.  and  the 
regiments  engaged  in  it  were  very  properly  detained  by  the  command 
ing  officers.  I  immediately  marched  back  the  rest  of  the  brigade  and 
found  that  the  enemy  had  been  successfully  repulsed  by  my  three 
regiments.  It  is  due  to  Hays'  brigade  to  state  that  the  confusion  into 
•which  it  was  thrown,  was  caused  by  an  attempt  of  the  officer  in  com 
mand,  Colonel  Strong,  to  change  its  position  when  the  enemy  were 
advancing,  and  that  his  want  of  sufficient  skill  in  the  command  of  a 
brigade,  caused  him  to  get  it  confused  so  that  it  could  present  no 
front,  and  it  had,  therefore  to  fall  back.  The  eighth  Louisiana  regi 
ment,  commanded  by  Maj.  Lewis,  fell  back  in  better  order  than  the  rest 
of  the  brigade  and  formed  in  line  immediately  in  rear  of  my  regiments. 
The  rest  of  the  brigade  was  soon  rallied  and  brought  back,  and  hav 
ing  been  placed  under  my 'command  by  General  Lawton,  it  was  placed 
in  line  on  the  left  of  my  brigade,  General  Jackson's  division,  under 
Gen.  Starke,  having  been  withdrawn  a  short  time  after  the  above  named 
affair,  and  moved  to  the  rear.  Hays'  brigade  and  my  own  thus  cov 
ered  the  same  front  that  had  been  covered  by  Jackson's  division  and 
that  brigade,  with,  however,  a  contracted  line. 

About  the  time  Hay's  brigade  fell  back,  Captain  Brown,  of  the 
twelfth  Georgia,  commanding  Trimble's  brigade,  was  killed  and  one 
or  two  regiments  of  it  were  thrown  into  some  confusion ;  but  the  brig 
ade  held  its  position.  Lawton's  brigade  was  not  engaged,  and  I  am. 
unable  to  give  the  particulars  of  the  part  taken  by  Trimble's  brigade. 
After  the  enemy  had  retired,  Trimble's  brigade  having  been  withdrawn 
back  to  the  line  occupied  by  the  division,  the  whole  lay  on  their  arms 
during  the  night  in  the  wet  woods  without  fires.  The  next  day  my 
brigade  was  advanced  to  the  front  and  formed  in  line  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  in  front  of  its  position  of  the  day  before— Hays  being  posted  on 
the  left  flank,  at  right  angles  to  it.  The  rest  of  the  division  remained 
in  its  former  position,  and  Colonel  Walker,  of  the  thirteenth  Virginia 
regiment,  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  Trimble's  brigade. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3rd,  the  division,  with  the  rest  of  the  troops, 
was  rneved  to  the  left,  crossing  the  Loudon  and  Hampshire  railroad  at 
a  station  above  Vienna,  and  then  passing  through  Dranesville  iu  the 
direction  of  Leesburg,  and  encamped  on  a  cre^k  not  far  from  Dranes 
ville.  On  the  next  day  it  passed  through  Leesburg  and  camped  near 
a  large  spring. 
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On  the  next  day,  (the  5th,)  it  took  up  the  line  of  march  to  White's 
ford  on  the  Potomac,  at  which  place  it  crossed  into  Maryland,  camping 
some  three  or  four  miles  from  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  and' 
on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  it  marched  to  the  railroad  bridge  over  tho 
Monoccacy,  at  the  junction  of  the  railroad  to  Frederick  city  with  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  and  took  up  a  position  so  as  to  command 
the  approaches  on  and  adjacent  to  the  railroad,  from  the  direction  of 
Washington  city.  In  this  position  it  remairfed  until  the  morning  of 
the  lUth  of  September. 

MARCH  FROM  FREDERICK  CITY  TO  HARPER'S  FERRY  AND  CAPTURE  OF 

THAT  PLACE. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  the  division,  with  the  rest  of  the  troops, 
moved  from  the  vicinity  of  Frederick  city  westward,  passing  through 
Middletown,  and  bivouacked  about  ten  miles  from  Frederick.  On  the 
next  day  we  moved  through  Boonesborough  and  took  the  direction  of 
Williamsport,  at  which  point  we  recrosscd  the  Potomac  and  proceeded 
to  the  North  Mountain  depot  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  near 
which  we  bivouacked.  On  the  next  day  we  proceeded  to  Martinsburg, 
and  passed  through  the  town  in  the  direction  of  Harper's  Ferry,  and 
bivouacked  on  the  banks  of  the  Opequan. 

On  the  following  morning,  (the  1 3th,)  we  marched  towards  Harper's* 
Ferry,  and  proceeded  to  the  turnpike  road  one  mile  above  llalltown, 
where  we  encamped. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  14th,  (Sunday,)  we  were  ordered  to  ad 
vance  towards  Harper's  Ferry  in  three  columns  one  along  the  road 
and  another  on  each  side  of  it. 

After  passing  Halltown,  the  division  advanced  to  the  woods  on 
School-House  hill,  in  line-in  the  following  order:  Lawton  and  Trim 
ble's  brigades  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  turn 
pike,  Hays'  brigade  on  the  left  of  it,  and  my  own  brigade  in  rear  of 
Lawton's,  and  in  this  manner  the  whole  advanced  to  the  woods  without 
opposition,  thus  getting  possession  of  this  hill,  which,  fronted  Bolivar 
Heights,  and  was  in  easy  range  for  artillery.  My  brigade  was  then 
moved  across  the  road  by  flank  and  placed  immediately  in  rear  of 
Hays'  brigade,  which  General  Lawton  put  under  my  command  The 
several  brigades  lay  on  their  arms  in  this  wood  during  the  night,  it 
having  become  dark  by  the  time  they  reached  it.  During  the  night, 
Brown's  and  Dement's  batteries,  which  had  been  attached  to~my  brig 
ade  at  Frederick  in  lieu  of  Johnson's,  which  was  transferred  to  Trim- 
ble's,  were  carried  across  the  Shenandoah,  under  direction  of  Colonel 
Crutchfield,  to  some  heights  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  which  com 
manded  Harper's  Ferry  and  Bolivar  Heights,  and  placed  in  position. 

The  rest  of  the  batteries  belonging  to  the  division  were  placed  in 
position  on  the  crest  of  School- House  hill,  on  each  side  of  the  road. 
At  dawn,  the  brigades  were  advanced  to  the  front  of  the  woods,  and 
the  batteries,  includingtBrown's  and  Dement's,  opened  fire  which  was 
kept  up  until  the  enemy  surrendered.  Our  artillery  fire  was  but 
feebly  responded  to.  Lawton's  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Colo- 


189 

nel  Douglas,  was  moved  by  flank,  under  cover,  to  the  bottom,  on  the 
right  of  the  turnpike  between  School-House  hill  and  Bolivar  Heights, 
for  the  purpose  of  supporting  General  A.  P.  Hill's  contemplated  ad 
vance  from  the  right ;  but  the  white  flag  was  displayed  in  a  short  time, 
and  no  further  movement  was  made  by  this  brigade  or  the  rest  of  the 
division. 

BATTLE  OF  SHARPSBURG. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  15th,  (the  day  of  the  surrender,)  Gen 
eral  Lawton  received  an  order  to  move  the  division  on  the  road  to 
Boteler's  ford  below  Shepherdstown,  and  he  immediately  put  his  own 
and  Trimble's  brigade  in  motion  and  gave  me  an  order  to  follow  with 
Hays'  and  my  own  brigades  as  soon  as  they  could  be  supplied  with 
rations,  which  had  to  be  obtained  from  Harper's  Ferry.  This  detained 
me  until  after  night  when  I  followed  General  Lawton,  and  found  him 
in  camp  about  four  miles  from  the  ford.  The  division  moved  at  dawn 
next  morning,  crossing  the  Potomac  at  Boteler's  ford  and  proceeding 
on  the  road  to  Sharpsburg,  and  was  halted  and  stacked  arms  in  a  wood 
on  the  left  of  the  road  about  a  mile  from,  Sharpsburg.  It  remained 
in  this  position  for  several  hours,  and  late  in  the  afternoon,  General 
Lawton  was  ordered  to  move  the  division  to  the  right  to  cover  a  bridge 
over  the  Antietam.  This  movement  was  commenced,  but  was  soon 
countermanded  and  he  was  directed  to  follow  Jackson's  division  to  the 
left.  Following  this  division,  we  moved  through  fields  to  the  left  of 
Sharpsburg  until  we  reached  the  turnpike  from  Sharpsburg  towards 
Hageistown  and  then  turned  to  the  left  on  that  road  until  we  reached 
a  wood  in  which  there  was  a  Dunkard  church. 

Jackson's  division  having  beep  placed  in  position,  General  Jacksoa 
in  person,  directed  me  to  place  my  brigade  on  the  left  of  his  division 
then  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Jones,  so  as  to  prevent  its 
being  flanked,  and  to  communicate  with  General  Jones.  It  was  then 
getting  dark,  some  of  our  troops  were  engaged  in  front,  and  the  shells 
from  the  enemy's  guns  were  flying  tolerably  thick,  and  it  was  some 
time  before  I  could  ascertain  where  General  Jones  was.  I  found  him, 
however,  finally,  not  far  from  where  I  was,  and  having  ascertained 
that  General  Starke's  brigade  was  on  his  left,  I  moved  to  the  left  of 
that  and  placed  my  brigade  in  line  along  a  road  on  which  General 
Starke's  left  rested  In  a  short  time  Brigadier  General  Hays,  who 
had  joined  his  brigade  the  day  before,  reported  to  me,  and  his  brigade 
was  formed  in  rear  of  mine,  it  being  too  dark  to  understand  enough 
of  the  position  to  make  very  good  dispositions.  Lawton'a  and  Trim 
ble's  brigades  were  halted  in  the  woods  near  the  church,  and  between. 
ten  and  eleven  o'clock,  at  night,  were  ordered  to  relieve  some  brigades 
of  General  Hood's  division  which  had  been  engaged  during  the  even 
ing.  These  two  brigades  were  posted  in  the  positions  occupied  by 
General  Hood's  brigade,  Trimble's  brigade,  under  Colonel  Walker, 
being  on  the  right,  next  to  General  D.  H.  Hill's  division  and  Lawton's 
brigade  on  the  left  of  it.  In  this  position  they  lay  on  their  arms 
during  the  night  with  occasional  skirmishing  in  front  between  tha 
pickets. 
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Shortly  after  dawn,  next  'morning,  Hays'  brigade  was  ordered,  by 
General  Lawton,  to  move  to  the  position  at  which  his  own  and  Trim 
ble's  brigades  were  in  line,  and  was  posted  in  the  open  .field  in  rear  of 
Lawton' s  brigade.  At  the  same  time  Hays  was  ordered  to  make  hia 
movement.  General  Jackson,  in  person,  ordered  me  to  move  my  brig- 
a-lo  to  the  left,  along  a  route  which  he  pointed  oirt,  to  support  some 
pieces  of  artillery  which  M-vjor  General  Stuart  had  in  position  to  the 
left  of  our  line.  I  immediitely  commenced  this  movement,  and  was 
thus  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  division,  and  cannot,  therefore, 
speak  of  its  subsequent  operations  from  my  own  observation,  but 
gather  the  following  facts  from  the  reports  of  brigade  commanders: 

At  light,  skirmii  hing  commenced  in  front  of  Lawton's  and  Trim 
ble's  brigades,  in  a  piece  of  woods  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  in  a 
very  short  time  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  were  posted  on  the  op 
posite  side  of  Antietam  river,  so  as  to  enfilade  the  line  of  these  two 
brigades,  opened  a  destructive  fire.  About  sunrise,  the  enemy  ad 
vanced  in  line,  driving  in  our  skirmishers,  and  advancing  to  the  edge 
of  the  woods.  About  this  time,  batteries  opened  in  front  from  the 
woods  with  shell  and  canister,  and  these  brigades  were  thus  exposed 
t>  a  terrible  carnage.  After  a  short  time,  General  Hays  advanced, 
with  his  brigade,  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Douglas,  under  a  terrific 
fire,  and  passed  to  the  front.  About  this  time,  General  Lawton,  who 
had  been  superintending  the  operation,  received  a  very  Severe  wound, 
and  was  borne  from. the  field.  Colonel  Walker,  by  moving  two  of  his 
regiments,  the  twenty-first  Georgia  and  twenty  first  North  Carolina, 
and  concentrating  their  fire,  and  that  of  the  twelfth  Georgia,  upon 
a  part  of  the  enemy's  line  in  front  of  the  latter,  succeeded  in  break 
ing  it,  and  as  a  brigade  of  fresh  troops  came  up  to  the  support  of 
Lawton's  and  Hays'  brigades  just  at  this  time,  AVaiker  ordered  an  ad 
vance,  but  the  brigade  which  came  up  having  fallen  back,  he  was 
compelled  to  halt,  and  finally  to  fall  back  to  his  first  position.  His 
brigade  (Trimble's)  had  suffered  terribly,  his  own  horse  was  killed 
under  him,  and  he  had  himself  been  struck  by  a  piece  of  shell.  Col- 
onel  Douglas,  whose  brigade  had  been  hotly  engaged  during  the  whole 
time,  was  killed,  and  about  half  the  men  had  been  killed  and  wounded.' 
Hays'  brigade,  which  had  advanced  to  Colonel  Douglas'  support,  had 
also  suffered  terribly,  having  more  than  half  killed  and  wounded, 
(both  of  General  Hays'  staff  officers  being  disabled,)  and,  General  Hood 
Laving  come  up  to  their  relief,  these  three  brigaded  which  were  re 
duced  ;o  mere  fragments,  their  ammunition  being  exhausted,  retired 
to  the  rear. 

The  terrible  nature  of  the  conflict  in  which  these  brigades  had  been 
engaged,  and  the  steadiness  with  which  they  m ain tain ed; their  posi 
tion,  is  shown  by  the  losses  they  sustained.  They  did  not  retire 
from  the  field  un^il  General  Lawton  had  been  wounded  and  borne 
from  the  field;  C  >lenel  Douglas,  commanding  Lawton's  brigade, 
hud  been  killed,  and  the  brigade  had  sustained  a  loss  of  five 
hundred  and  fifty-four  killed  and  wounded  out  of  eleven  hun 
dred  and  fifty,  losing  five  regimental  commanders,  out  of  six. 
Hays'  brigade  had  sustained  a  loss  ol  three  hundred  and  twenty-three. 
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out  of  five  hundred  and  fifty,  including  every  regimental  commander 
and  ail  of  his  staff;  and  Colonel  Walker  and  one  of  his  staff  had  been 
disabled,  and  the  brigade  he- was  commanding  had  sustained  a  loss  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  out  of  less  than  seven  hundred  pres 
ent,  including  three  out  of  four  regimental  commanders.  I  am  sorry 
that  I  am  not  able  to  do  justice  to  the  individual  cases,  of  gallantry 
displayed  in  this  terrible  conflict,  arid  must  content  myself  with  call 
ing  attention  to  the  reports  of  General  Hays  and  Colonel  Walker, 
brigade  corn.manders,  and  of  Major  Lowe  who  succeeded  to  the  com 
mand  of  Lawton's  brigade  after  the  death  of  Colonel  L'ouglas,  and 
the  disabling  of  all  the  other  ranking  officers.  In  the  death  of  Col 
onel  Douglas,  the  country  sustained  a  serious  loss.  He  was  talented, 
courageous,  and  devoted  to  his  duty. 

After  receiving  the  order  from  General  Jackson  to  go  to  the  sup 
port  of  General  Stuart,  as  before  stated,  I  proceeded  to  do  so,  moving 
my  brigade  through  a  piece  of  wood  a  little  back  from  the  left  of  our 
line,  and  then  through  some  fields  ;  but,  as  I  was  passing  through 
these  fields  I  discovered  some  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers  moving 
around  our  left,  and  I  sent  some  from  my  own  brigade  to  hold  them  in 
check  until  I  had  passed.  I  found  General  Stuart  about  a  mile  from 
the  position  I  had  moved  from,  with  several  pieces  of  artillery  in  po 
sition  on  a  hill,  and  engaged  with  some  of  the  enemy's  guns.  At  his 
suggestion,  I  formed  my  line  in  rear  of  this  hill  and  remained  here 
for  about  an  hour,  when  General  Stuart  having  discovered  a  body  of 
the  enemy's  troops  making  their  way  gradually  between  us  and  the 
loft  of  our  main  line,  determined  to  shift  his  position  to  an  eminence 
nearer  our  line  and  a  little  to  the  rear.  He  gave  the  instructions  ac 
cordingly,  and  I  moved  back,  taking  a  route  in  rear  of  the  one  by 
which  I  had  moved  out,  and,  by  General  Stuart's  direction,  my  brig 
ade  was  moved  into  the  skirt  of  woods  through  which  I  had  marched 
in  going  out.  Just  as  I  was  getting  into  line  Gen.  Stuart  informed 
me  that  Gen.  Lawton  had  been  wounded,  and  that  Gen.  Jackson  had 
sent  for  me  to  carry  my  brigade  back  and  take  command  of  the  division. 

Leaving  the  thirteenth  Virginia  regiment,  numbering  less  than 
one  hundred  men,  with  General  Stuart,  at  his  request,  I  then  moved 
to  the  rear  of  this  wood  around  a  corn-field,  as^the  enemy  had  got 
into  the  woods  to  my  right,  and  as  I  came  near  the  position  at  which 
iny  brigade  had  been  posted  the  night  before,  I  found  Colonel  Grigsby 
and  Colonel  Stafford,  of  Jackson's  division,  rallying  some  two  or  three 
hundred  men  of  that  division  at  the  point  at.  which  Starke's  brig  ule 
had  been  in  position  the  night  bef  >r§.  A  body  of  the  enemy,  per 
haps  only  skirmishers,  had  got  into  th^  woods  to  the  left,  and  was  firing 
upon  our  men,  being  held  in  check  by  a  scattering  fire.  This  was  the 
same  body  of  woods  at  which  the  Dunkard  Church,  before  mentioned, 
is  located.  This  wood  runs  along  the  Hagerstown  road  for  several 
hundred  yards  entirely,  on  the  left  hand  side  ^s  you  proceed  from 
Sharpaburg  ;  then  there  is  a  field,  the  edge  of  which  runs  at  right  an 
gles  to  the  road  for  about  two  hundred  yards,  making  thus  an  elbow 
in  the  woods  and  then  turns  to  the  right  and  runs  along  the  woods 
parallel  to  the  Hagerstown  road  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  the  wooda 
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making  at  this  point  again  an  elbow  with  the  strip  of  woods  running 
along  the  road  from  the  church.  The  church  itself  is  at  the  end  next 
to  Sharpsburg  and  near  the  road.  The  wood  i&  about  four  hundred 
yards  through  where  it  runs  along  the  road,  and  back  of  it  is  a  plan 
tation  road  running  by  a  house  and  a  barn  and  through  the  long  elbow 
in  the  woods  on  the  left.  The  field  between  the  woods  and  the  Ha- 
gerstown  road  forms  a  plateau  nearly  level  and  in  higher  ground  than 
the  woods  which  slopes  down  abruptly  from  the  edge  of  the  plateau. 
This  wood  is  full  of  ledges  of  limestone  and  small  ridgea  affording 
excellent  cover  for  troops.  A  portion  of  the  enemy,  as  before  stated, 
had  got  into  the  further  end  of  this  wood,  where  the  field  is  between 
it  and  the  road,  and  as  I  came  up,  Colonels  Grigsby  and  Stafford  com 
menced  to  advance  upon  this  body,  and  I  immediately  formed  my  brig 
ade  in  line  and  advanced  along  in  their  rear,  the  enemy  giving  way 
as  the  advance  was  made.  I  halted  ray  brigade  on  a  ridge  in  this 
wood  and  Colonels  Grigsby  and  Stafford,  at  my  suggestion,  formed 
their  men  on  my  left.  My  line  whin  thus  formed  was  perpendicular 
to  the  JIagerstown  road,  and  the  right  rested  near  the  edge  of  the 
plateau  above-mentioned,  but  was  concealed  and  protected  by  the  rise 
in  the  ground.  A  considerable  body  of  the  enemy's  troops  was  seen 
in  the  fields  in  my  front,  as  thus  presented,  which  was  evidently  en 
deavoring  to  make  a  movement  on  our  flank  and  rear.  I  directed 
Colonel  Smith,  of  the  forty-riimh  Virginia  r<  giment,  to  take  command 
of  the  brigade  and  to  resist  the  enemy  at  all  hazards,  and  then  rode 
in  the  direction  of  the  position  at  which  the  rest  of  the  brigade  had 
been  engaged  for  the  purpose  of  taking  command  of  them  and  ascer 
taining  their  condition.  I  ascertained  that  these  brigades  had  fallen 
back  some  distance  to  the  rear  for  the  purpose  of  reorganizing,  and 
that  they  were  probably  not  in  a  condition  to  go  into  the  light  again. 
I  despatched  Major  J.  P.  \Vilson,  a  volunteer  aid,  who  had  been  with 
General  Lawton,  to  find  out  where  the  brigades  were  and  to  order 
them  up.  While  looking  for  these  brigades,  1  observed  that  our 
troops  who  were  engaged  on  this  part  of  the  line  were  giving  way  be 
fore  the  enemy,  and  as  soon  as  I  had  despatched  Major  vVilson,  I 
rede  to  find  General  Jackson  and  having  done  so,  informed  him  of 
the  condition  of  the  division  and  also  that  'our  troops  were  giving 
way  and  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  on  the  flank  on  which  I  had 
formed  my  brigade.  He  said  that  he  would  send  for  reinforcements 
and  directed  me  to  keep  the  enemy  in  check  until  they  arrived.  I 
then  returned  to  my  brigade  and  resumed  command  of  it  I  soon 
found  that  the  enemy  was  moving  up  in  considerable  force  towards 
the  woods  in  which  I  was,  and  J"sent  M^jor  Hale,  my  A.  A.  A.  Gene 
ral,  to  let  General  Jackson  know  that  the  danger  was  imminent  j  nd 
he  soon  returned  with  the  assurance  that  the  reinforcements  should 
be  sent  immediately.  Just  as  Major  Hale  returned,  a  battery  opened 
at  the  corner  of  the  woods  on  the  Hagerstown  road,  where  the  field 
spoken  of  joins  the  woods.  This  was  not  more  than  two  hundred 
yards  from  my  right  flank  and  was  somewhat  in  rear  of  it.  When 
this  battery  opened  I  took  it  for  granted  that  it  was  one  of  ours,  but 


193 

Major  Hale's  attention  was  called  to  it  by  a  soldier  who  happened  to 
be  standing  upon  the  edge  of  the  plateau  and  discovered  that  it  waa 
one  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  I  was  immediately  informed  of  the 
fact  by  Major  Hale,  but  I  doubted  it  until  I  rode  to  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  and  saw,  beyond  all  dispute,  that  it  was  the  enemy's  battery 
and  was  firing  in  the  direction  of  the  road  towards  Sharpsburg,  and 
that  it  was  supported  by  a  very  heavy  column  of  infantry,  which  waa 
also  within  two  hundred  yards  of  my  right  Sink.  This  made  me  aware 
of  the  fact  that  our  troops,  which  I  had  seen  giving  way,  had  fallea 
back,  leaving  the  enemy  entire  possession  of  the  field  in  front.  It 
mufst  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  direction  of  my  line  was  perpendicu 
lar  to  the  Ilagerstown  road,  so  that  had  the  enemy  seen  it  his  battery 
could  have  raked  my  dank  and  rear.  Fortunately,  my  troops  were 
concealed  from  his  view.  My  condition,  however,  was  exceedingly 
critical,  as  another  column  was  advancing  in  my  front  and  had  reached 
the  woods  in  which  I  wus.  I  saw  the  vast  importance  of  maintaining 
my  ground,  for  had  tho  enemy  got  possession  of  this  woods,  the 
heights  immediately  in  rear,  which  commanded  the  rear  of  our 
whole  line,  would  have  fallen  into  his  hinds.  1  deterrrrued 
to  wait  for  the  reinforcements  promised  by  General  Jackson,  hoping 
that  they  would  arrive  in  time  to  meet  the  column  on  ray  right  I, 
however,  threw  my  right  flank  back  quietly  under  cover  of  the  woods 
so  as  not  to  have  my  rear  exposed  in  the  event  of  being  discovered. 
I  kept  an  anxious  eye  on  the  column  on  my  right,  as  well  as  on  the 
one  moving  up  in  my  front,  and  very  soon  I  saw  the  column  on  my 
right  move  into  the  woods  in  the  direction  of  the  church.  I  looked 
to  the  rear  for  the  reinforcements  and  could  not  see  them  coming.  I 
was  thus  cut  off  from  the  main  body  of  our  army  on  the  right,  a>id  a 
column  was  moving  against  me  from  the  left  There  was  no  time  to 
be  lost  and  I  immediately  ordered  my  brigade  to  move  by  th»  n  ?ht 
flank  parallel  to  the  enemy  and  directed  Colonel  Grigsby,  who  com 
manded  the  body  of  troops  he  and  Colonel  Stafford  had  milled,  to 
move  his  command  back  in  line  so  as  to  present  front  to  tho  ene  ny, 
who  were  coming  up  on  the  flank  I  moved  back  along  the  rear  of 
the  woods,  until  1  caught  np  with  the  enemy  who  had  the  start  o*'  me, 
1  was,  however,  c  >nr.eale<J  from  4his  view  and  it  wa-  evident  that  my 
presence  where  I  was  was  not  suspected.  Passi  g  from  behind  a  rnige 
that  concealed  my  brigade  from  the  enemy,  we  came  in  full  view  of 
his  flankers,  which,  however,  were  made  awaie  of  my  presence  fry  a 
fire  which  I  directed  the  leading  regiment  to  pour  into  them.  They 
immediately  ran  into  the  main  body,  which  halted,  and  I  coiitni-ieo1  to 
move  by  the  flank  until  my  whole  force  was  disclosed.  Ju^  ais 
time  I  observed  the  promised  reinforcements  co  umg  up  towi  is  me 
woods  at  the  further  end.  I  ordered  the  brigade  to  f  ice  to  t!i  .  ont 
and  open  fire,  which  was  done  in  handsome  style  and  responded  to  by 
the  enemy.  I  did  not  intend  to  advance  to  the  frot-t,  an  I  observed 
som  •  of  the  troops  which  had  come  up  to  reinforce  me  preparing  to 
advance  into  the  woods  from  the  direction  of  my  right  fluik  and  was 
afraid  of  exposing  my  brigade  to  their  fire,  and  that  fhe  two  move 
ments  would  throw  us  into  confusion  as  they  would  have  been  at  right 
13 
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angles  ;  moreover,  the  other  column  was  advancing  on  my  flank,  held 
in  check,  however,  by  Colonels  Grigsby  and  Stafford,  with  their  men, 
and  by  the  thirty-first  Virginia  regiment,  which  was  on  my  left.  The 
enemy  in  front,  however,  commenced  giving  way,  and  the  brigade, 
whic*h  I  have  always  found  difficult  to  restrain,  commenced  pursuing, 
driving  the  enemy  in  front  entirely  out  of  tbe  woods.  Notwithstand 
ing  my  efforts  to  stop  the  men,  they  advanced  until  my  left  flank  and 
rear  became  exposed  to  a  fire  from  the  colunfn  on  the  left,  which  had 
advanced  past  my  former  position.  I  also  discovered  another  body  of 
the  enemy  moving  across  the  plateau  on  my  left  flank  in  double-quick 
time  to  the  same  position,  and  I  succeeded  in  arresting  my  command 
and  ordt-red  it  to  retire  so  that  I  might  change  front  and  advance 
upon  this  force  Just  as  I  reformed  my  line,  bemmes',  Anderson's, 
and  a  part  of  Barksdale's  brigades,  of  McLaws'  division,  came  up  and 
the  whole,  including  Grigsby's  command,  advanced  upon  this  body  of 
the  enemy,  driving  it  with  great  slaughter  entirely  from  and  beyond 
the  woods  and  leaving  us  in  possession  of  my  former  position.  A3 
soon  as  this  was  accomplished,  I  caused  the  regiments  of  the  brigade 
to  be  reformed  and  placed  in  position  as  before.  I  take  great  plea 
sure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Semmes',  Amler- 
eon's,  and  Barksdale's  commands,  whose  timely  arrival  was  of  so 
much  service  to  me. 

I  can  also  bear  testimony  to  the  gallant  deportment  of  Colonels 
Grigsby  and  Stafford,  and  the  men  under  their  command.  Major 
General  Stuart,  with  the  pieces  of  artillery  under  his  charge,  con 
tributed  largely  to  the  repulse  of  the  enemy,  and  pursued  them  for 
some  distance  with  his  artillery  and  the  thirteenth  Virginia  regiment, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Winston.  The  conduct  of  my  owu 
brigade  was  all  that  I  could  have  desired,  and  I  feel  that  it  would  be 
invidious  to  mention  individual  acts  of  courage  where  all  behaved  so 
well.  My  acting  assistant  adjutant  general,  Major  Hale,  and  my  aid, 
Lieutenant  Early,  were  very  active  in  bearing  my-  orders  under  fire 
and  were  of  great  service  to  me.  The  loss  in  my  brigade,  in  this 
affair  and  under  the  shelling  to  which  it  was  exposed  while  supporting 
General  Stuart  early  in  the  morning,  was  eighteen  killed  and  one 
hundred  and  sixty-six  wounded.  Colonel  William  Smith,  of  the 
forty-ninth  Virginia,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gibson,  of  the  same 
regiment,  were  both  seriously  wounded,  the  former  receiving  three 
wounds,  but  remaining  on  the  field  in  command  of  his  regiment  until 
after  the  close  of  the  fight. 

Shortly  after  the  repulse  of  the  enemy,  Colonel  Hodges,  in  com 
mand  of  Armistead's  brigade,  reported  to  me,  and  I  plaeed  it  in  Hue 
in  the  position  occupied  by  my  brigade,  and  placed  the  latter  in  line 
on  the  edge  of  the  plateau  which  has  been  mentioned  and  parallel  to 
the  Uagerstown  road,  but  under  cover.  Immediately  after  hia  re 
pulse  the  enemy  commenced  shelling  the  woods  where  we  were,  and 
kept  it  up  for  some  time,  doing  however,  no  damage.  Major  General 
McLaws  brought  up  two  brigades  some  time  afterwards,  placing  one 
(Kershaw's)  on  the  left  of  Armistead's,  on  the  same  line,  and  the 
other  (Barksdale's)  on  my  right.  Ja  this  position  we  remained 
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during  the  rest  of  the  day,  the  ensuing  night,  and  all  day  -Thursday, 
the  18th.  The  enemy  made  do  further  attack,  but  there  were  several 
demonstrations,  as  if  another  advance  was  intended,  and  there  were 
at  least  three  lines  of  battle  formed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Hagerstown  road,  near  the  woods,  with  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers 
extending  nearly  up  to  the  road.  I  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  all 
the  killed  and  wounded  of  my  own  brigade  were  inside  of  my  lines, 
as  I  established  them  after  the  fight,  and  that  the  killed  and  wounded 
of  the  enemy  on  this  part  of  the  field  were  also  within  the  same  lines. 
All  my  killed  were  buried,  and  all  my  wounded  were  carried  to  the 
hospital  in  the  rear,  though,  by  some  mismanagement  on  the  part  of 
the  surgeons  or  quartermasters,  of  which  I  was  not  aware  until  too 
late,  some  ten  or  fifteen  of  my  wounded  were  left  in  a  hospital  on  the 
Maryland  side  of  the  river  when  we  recrossed.  Late  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  17th,  I  went  to  the  rear  to  look  after  the  other  brigades  of  the 
division,  and  found  Major  Lowe,  with  about  one  hundred  men  of  Law- 
ton's  brigade,  which  he  had  collected  together,  and  which  I  had  moved 
up  to  where  my  brigade  was  and  posted  on  the  right  of  it."  Early 
next  morning  General  Hays,  with  about  ninety  men  of  his  brigade, 
reported  to  me  and  was  placed  on  my  left,  in  the  same  line  ;  and, 
during  the  morning,  ^Captain  Feagins,  with  about  two  hundred 
men  of  Trimble's  brigade,  reported  to  me,  and  was  posted  in  my  rear. 
Only  Johnson's  and  D'Aquin's  batteries  accompanied  the  division 
across  the  Potomac,  the  former  being  attached  to  Trimble's  brigade 
and  the  latter  to  Hays'  brigade.  They  were  both  engaged  on  the 
17th  and  suffered  to  some  extent;  but  I  am  unable  to  give  an  account 
of  their  operations,  as  Johnson's  battery  wag  soon  after  detached  from 
the  division  and  has  since  been  amalgamated  with  another  battery  in 
some  other  command,  and  Captain  D'Aquin  was  killed  at  Fredericks- 
burg. 

The  other  batteries,  which  had  been  detained  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
were  brought  over  the  river  on  the  18th  by  my  orders. 

RECROSSING  THE  POTOMAC,  AFFAIRS  AT  BOTELER'S    FORD  AND  SHEP- 
HERDSTOWN,  AND  MARCH  TO  BuNKER  HlLL. 

Having  received  the  order  from  General  Jackson  after  night  on  the  • 
18th,  to  move  back  as  soon  as  my  pickets  were  relieved  by  General 
Fitzhugh  Lee's  cavalry,  which  was  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock,  I 
moved  the  division  back,  carrying  along  Armistead's  brigade,  and  I 
believe  this  was  the  last  division  to  move.  ly-ecrossed  the  Potomac 
at  Botelcr's  ford  shortly  after  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  the  19th, 
and  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  heights  on  the  Virginia  side, 
under  the  direction  of  General  Longstreet.  After  remaining  in  posi 
tion  for  two  or  three  hours,  the  enemy  having  in  the  meantime  opened 
an  artillery  fire  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  Potomac,  I  was  ordered 
to  move  towards  Martinsburg  and  to  leave  Lawton's  brigade  then  in- 
creased  to  about  four  hundred  men  and  under  command  of  Colonel 
Lamar,  of  the  sixty-first  Georgia  regiment,  in  position  on  the  height 
just  below  Boteler's  ford.  I  accordingly  moved  in  the  direction  indi- 
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cated.  until  I  was  ordered  to  encamp  for  the  night,  near  a  school 
house,  five  or  six  miles  from  Shepherdstown.  On  the  afternoon  of  the 
19th  the  enemy  commenced  crossing  a  small  force  at  Boteler's  ford, 
and  Lawton's  brigade  gave  way,  abandoning  its  position.  This  bri 
gade  was  very  much  reduced,  having  suffered  terribly  on  the  17th. 
and  a  considerable  number  of  the  men,  being  just  returned  from  the 
hospitals,  were  without  arms,  and,  without  knowing  the  particulars  of 
the  affair,  I  am  satisfied  its  conduct  on  this  occasion  was  owing  to  the 
mismanagement  of  the  officer  in  command  of  it. 

Next  morning  I  was  ordered  to  move  back  to  the  vicinity  of  Bote- 
ler's  ford,  with  the  three  brigades  which  were  with  me.  On  arriving 
there,  by  orders  from  General  Jackson,  these  brigades  were  placed  in 
line  of  battle  in  rear  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  in  the  woods, 
on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  leading  to  the  ford;  my  own  and 
Hays'  brigades  being  placed  on  the  right  and  Trimble's  brigade  on 
the  left.  In  this  position  they  remained  until  late  in  the  afternoon r 
while  General  Hill's  division  was  engaged  in  front,  being  in  range  of 
the  enemy's  shells,  by  one  of  which  Captain  Fea^in,  in  command  of 
the  fifteenth  Alabama  regiment,  was  seriously  wounded,  he  being  the 
only  regimental  commander  of  that  brigade  who  had  not  been  killed 
or  wounded  at  Sharpsburg. 

Late  in  the  afternoon,  I  was  ordered  to  move  back,  and  on  the  way 
received  orders  to  continue  to  move  on,  following  Jackson's  division, 
which  preceded  me,  and  did  so  until  I  was  halted,  about  twelve  o'clock 
at  night,  near  the  Opequon.  We  remained  at  this  position  until  the 
24th,  and  then  moved  across  the  Opequon  and  camped  on  the  \Vil- 
liamsport  turnpike,  six  or  seven  miles  from  Martinsburg.  On  tho 
next  day  my  camp  was  moved  to  a  place  near  the  Tuscarora,  about 
three  miles  from  Martinsburg,  and  on  the  27th  we  moved  to  Bunker 
Hil 

This  embraces  the  whole  of  the  operations  of  this  division  during 
the  period  designated  in  the  order  of  the  Lieutenant  General  com 
manding  this  corps,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  give  them,  and  I  am  sorry 
that  I  am  not  able  ro  do  more  justice  to  Lawton's,  Trimble's  and  Hays' 
brigades  in  this  report,  but  my  difficulties  in  making  it  have  already 
been  explained,  and  it  is  owing  to  them,  and  not  to  any  design  on  my 
part,  that  the  report  as  to  these  brigades  is  not  so  complete  as  it  is  in 
regard  to  my  own. 

1  Mibmit  herewith  lists  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  from  which 
it  will  appear  that,  in  the  period  embraced,  this  division  has  lost  in 
killed,  five  hundred  an(^  sixty-five;  in  wounded,  two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  eighty. four,  and  missing,  seventy  ;  making  an  aggregate 
of  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nineteen,  showing  the  severity  of 
the  conflicts  in  which  it  has  been  engaged.  Its  loss  at  Sharpsburg 
alone  WHS  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  killed,  one  thousand  one  hun 
dred  and  fifteen  wounded,  and  thirty-eight  missing,  being  an 
aggiegnte  loss  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty- two  out  of 
less  thin  three  thousand  five  hundred,  with  which  it  went  into  that 
action 

1  hope  I  may  be  excused  for  referring  to  the  record  shown  by  my 
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own  brigade,  which  has  never  been  broken  or  compelled  to  fall  back, 
or  left  one  of  its  dead  to  be  buried  by  the  enemy,  but  has  invariably 
driven  the  enemy  when  opposed  to  him,  and  slept  upon  the  ground  on 
which  it  has  fought  in  every  action,  with  the  solitary  exception  of 
the  affair  at  Bristoe  Station,  when  it  retired  under  orders,  covering 
the  withdrawal  of  the  other  troops. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  EARLY, 
Brigadier  General,  commanding  Division. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER   GENERAL  W.  B.  TALIAFERRO, 
COMMANDING  DIVISION. 

RICHMOND,  September  16,  1862. 

To  Major  E.  F.  PAXTON, 

A.  A.  A.   General: 

MAJOR  :  For  the  information  of  the  Major  General  commanding,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  first  division  (Jackson's) 
from  the  time  the  army  moved  from  Crenshaw's  farm,  near  Orange 
Court-House,  to  the  29th  ultimo,  when,  by  the  advice  of  the  surgeon, 
I  left  the  army  for  this  place. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th,  I  left  Crenshaw's  farm  following  the 
division  of  Major  General  Ewell,  which  marched  in  rear  of  that  of 
Major  General  A.  P.  Hill,  and,  after  crossing  the  Rapidan  river  at 
Somerville  ford,  bivouacked  at  Stevensburg,  in  Culpeper  county,  for 
the  night. 

Next  morning  I  was  ordered  to  move  the  division  to  the  front,  and, 
after  passing  the  divisions  of  General  Jackson's  corps,  near  Brandy 
Station,  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad,  I  was  pushed  forward 
towards  Cunningham's  ford,  on  the  Rappahannock. 

ACTION  AT  CUNNINGHAM'S  FORD,  AUGUST  21  ST. 

• 

On  approaching  this  ford,  I  discovered  the  enemy  on  the  opposite 
bank,  (in  what  force  I  could  not  tell,)  their  infantry  holding  the  edge 
of  a  corn-field  and  a  skirt  of  woods  which  approached  the  river  bank, 
and  the  brows  of  the  hills  overlooking  the  ford,  I  could  not  discover 
their  batteries  ;  but  supposed  they  would  soon  be  exhibited.  I  halted 
the  troops  under  cover  of  the  woods,  and  ordered  to  the  front,  under 
charge  of  Major  L.  Shumaker,  my  chief  of  artillery,  the  long-range 
guns  of  Brockenbrough's,  Wooding's,  Poague's  and  Carpenter's  bat 
teries. 

These  pieces  having  been  placed  in  position  soon  developed  tho 
position  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  and,  after  a  short  resistance,  silenced 
their  guns,  blowing  up  one  of  their  caissons  and  dispersing,  in  confu 
sion,  their  infantry. 

By  direction  of  the  Major  General,  the  infantry  was  kept  back, 
while  a  cavalry  force  was  pushed  over  the  ford  to  reconnoitre. 

This  force,  under  Major  General  Stuart,  (reinforced  by  a  section  of 
Brockenbrough's  and  Wooding's  batteries,)  remained  over  the  river 
some  two  hours,  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners  and  many  arms, 
which  had  been  abandoned  in  their  haste  to  escape  the  severity  of  our 
shelling. 

Sometime  after,  the  enemy  was  discovered  moving  large  masses  up 
the  river  from  below  us.  Here,  the  cavalry  having  retired,  his  bat 
teries  were  again  placed  in  position  near  the  ford,  and  a  large  party 


199 

of  skirmishers  thrown  out  to  the  river  hank  ahove  and  hclow  the  ford. 
I  at  once  detailed  a  sufficient  force  of  sharpshooters  from  the  third 
brigade  te  hold  the  river  bank,  between  whom  and  the  enemy  an  ani 
mated  skirmish  was  kept  up  during  the  rest  of  the  day. 

Towards  night  the  enemy  reinforced  his  skirmishers  with  a  brigade 
of  infantry,  when  I  directed  Major  Shumaker  to  open  upon  them  with 
his  pieces,  which,  although  it  drew. upon  our  artillerists  a  he^vy  fire, 
which  was  continued  as  long  as  it  was  light  enough  to  distinguish  ob 
jects,  had  the  effect  of  driving  them  back  in  confusion.  Our  batteries 
then  replied  to  those  of  the  enemy  with  deliberation  and  vic^or  until 
dark.  On  the  following  morning,  I  was  directed  to  hold  the  ford  un 
til  the  other  division  of  General  Jackson's  corps  had  pissed  to  my  left 
in  the  direction  of  Farley  ford,  on  the  Hazel  river,  and  then  to  follow 
with  my  division. 

I  had  again,  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd,  a  warm  artillery  fight 
•with  the  enemy,  resulting,  as  on  the  day  previous,  according  to  his 
published  reports,  in  very  considerable  slaughter  to  the  enemy.  Our 
loss  was  twenty  privates  killed  and  wounded  and  no  officers. 

'After  the  other  divisions  had  made  way  for  me,  I  moved  to  Farley 
ford.  On  reaching  which  point,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Lee  to  re 
main  until  morning,  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  with  General  Hood  in 
repressing  any  demonstration  of  the  enemy  at  Freeman's  ford,  on  the 
Rappahannock. 

Generals  Hood  and  Trimble  were  engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  had 
crossed  the  Rappahannock,  at  the  time  that  I  approached  the  Hazel;  but 
had  (hiven  them  back  across  the  river  before  I  came  up  with  them. 
We  were  only  subjected  to  a  few  shells  of  the  enemy,  which  did  us  no 
harm. 

On  the  23rd,  we  marched  to  Scott's  farm,  noar  the  White  Sulphur 
Springs,  and  on  the  24th,  within  one  mile  of  Jeffersonton ;  each  day 
being  subjected  to  some  little  shelling. 

On  the  °25th,  we  marched  this  division  in  rear,  from  Jeffersonton 
across  the  Rappahannock  at  the  ford  next  above  Waterloo,  and  bivou 
acked  near  Salem.  On  the  26th,  marched  within  a  mile  of  Bristoe 
Station,  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad,  passing  through 
Thoroughfare  Gap,  each  of  these  days  without  meeting  the  enemy, 
who  was  ignorant  of  our  movements. 

SKIRMISH  NEAR  MANASSAS  JUNCTION. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  I  was  ordered  to  send,  before  day 
break,  a  brigade  across  Muddy  Run  by  the  county  road  to  Manassas 
Junction.  I  accordingly  sent  forward  on  this  service,  the  first  brigade, 
Colonel  Baylor,  and  followed  with  the  rest  of  the  division,  as  soon  as 
General  Hill's  division  permitted  me  to  move. 

Colonel  Baylor  encountered  a  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  about 
a  mile  from  the  Junction,  but  soon  dispersed  them,  Poague's  battery 
of  this  brigade,  doing  good  practice.  Baylor  then  pushed  beyond  the 
Junction  and  aided  in  the  rout  of  the  enemy  towards  Centreville,  and 
afterwards  returned  to  Manassas  Junction. 
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By  the  direction  of  the  Major  General  commanding,  I  assume! 
command  at  the  Junction,  threw  out  the  necessary  pickets,  made 
preparations  for  transporting  such  of  the  stores  which  had  been  cap 
tured  by  General  Trimble  on  the  preceeding  evening,  as  the  captured 
wagons  and  our  limited  transportation  would  admit  of,  distributing 
to  our  troops  as  much  of  the  subsistence  stores  as  they  could  eat  and 
transport  in  their  haversacks,  and  made  preparations  for  the  firing  of 
the  immense  accumulation  of  commissary,  quartermaster  and  ordnance 
vstores,  which  were  contained  in  the  buildings  and  cars,  of  which  latter 
there  were  over  one  hundred,  all  new  and  in  the  best  order. 

At  night,  Major  General  Ewell,  who  had  been  fighting  during  the 
evening  at  Bristoe  Station,  having  crossed  Muddy  run,  by  direction 
<»f  Major  General  Jackson,  I  moved  my  division,  \vi;h  the  entire  train, 
jjcross  the  Warrenton  and  Alexandria  turnpike,  pursuing  the  Old 
Miliiary  road  to  Sudley  mills,  and  at  daylight  halted  on  the  battl^ 
field  of  the  21st  of  July,  186 1. 

The  second  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Bradley  John 
son,  was  thrown  forward  to  Groveton  ;  the  third  brigade,  Colonel  Tal- 
iaferro,  to  Sud4ey  Mills,  and  the  first  and  fourth  held  about  half  a  mile 
beyond  the  intersection  of  the  turnpike  with  the  Aldie  road. 

BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS,  AUGUST  28m. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  the  enemy  made  demonstrations  upon 
the  road  leading  from  Warrenton,  which  were  checked  by  the  second 
brigade,  and  it  was  ascertained  he  was  advancing  his  columns  by  the 
railroad  on  one  side,  and  the  .Warrenton  turnpike  on  the  other;  that 
his  intention  was  to  rest  the  right  of  his  left  advance  on  the  turnpike, 
and  the  right  on  the  road  to  Sudley,  and  to  attempt  to  cross  Bull  Run 
at  the  stone  bridge  and  Sudley  ford. 

I  received  orders  about  twelve  o'clock  M.,  from  the  Major  General 
commanding,  to  move  forward  through  the  woods  to  attack  his  left, 
which  was  advancing  from  the  direction  of  Gainesville  towards  Sudley. 
I  accordingly  pushed  the  first,  third,  and  fourth  brigades  in  that  direc 
tion,  being  followed  by  Major  General  Eweli. 

After  marching  some  two  and  a  half  miles  in  the  direction  of 
Gainesville,  and  coming  to  the  open  field,  to  the  right  of  Groveton,! 
discovered  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  his  intention  of  attempting 
to  cross  at  Sudley,  and  was  moving  off  to  the  right  of  the  Warrentou 
turnpike;  that  the  troops  he  had  thrown  forward  had  been  recalled, 
and  that  the  whole  force  n  Inch  had  crossed  the  turnpike  were  falling 
back  and  recrossing.  At  the  same  time,  I  received  orders  to  halt  my 
command.  The  enemy,  in  great  force,  could  now  be  discovered  leav 
ing  the  turnpike  to  their  left,  and,  apparently  making  for  the  rail 
road  about  Manassas  Junction.  Our  troops  were  immediately  thrown 
forward  in  the  direction  of  the  turnpike,  and  lines  of  battle  formed 
parallel  to  the  road.  In  a  short  time  their  skirmishers  advanced,  and 
were  almost  immediately  supported  by  an  immense  force  which  crossed 
the  turnpike  and  advanced  upon  our  lines. 

Tne  first  brigade  was  at  this  time  on  the  right,  the  fourth  next,  the 
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second  some  distance  on  the  left,  having  been  withrawn  from  Grove- 
ton.  As  soon  as  the  third  brigade  could  get  up,  which  was  after  the  ac 
tion  commenced,  it  was  moved  first  to  the  support  of  the  batteries  on 
the  right,  and  then  to  the  right  of  the  first  brigade. 

The  batteries  of  Captains  Wooding,  Poague  and  Carpenter  were 
placed  in  position  in  Front  of  the  first  brigade,  and  just  above  the 
village  of  Groveton,  and  firing  over  the  heads  of  the  skirmishers, 
poured  a  most  destructive  fire  of  shot  and  shell  upon  the  enemy.  This 
was  responded  to  by  a  most  severe  fire,  and  a  new  position  selected 
to  the  nght  of  the  first  brigade,  which  enfiladed  the  enemy's  guns, 
and  ultimately  dr.ove  them  from  the  field.  The  troops  moved  forward 
with  splendid  gallantry,  and  in  most  perfect  order. 

Twice  our  lines  were  advanced,  until  we  had  reached  a  farm-house 
and  orchard  on  the  right  of  our  lino,  and  were  within  about  eighty 
yards  of  a  greatly  superior  force  of  the  enemy.  Here,  one  of  the 
most  terrific  conflicts  that  can  be  conceived  occurred  Our  troops  held 
the  farm-house  and  one  edge  of  the  orchard,  while  the  enemy  held  the 
orchard  and  enclosure  next  to  the  turnpike.  To  our  left  there  was  no 
cover,  and  our  men  stood  in  an  open  field,  without  shelter  of  any  kind. 
The  enemy,  although  reinforced,  never  once  attempted  to  advance  upon 
our  position,  but  withstood,  with  great  determination,  the  teriible  fire 
which  our  lines  poured  upon  them.  For  two  hours  and  a  half  with 
out  an  instant's  cessation  of  the  moat  deadly  discharges  of  musketry, 
round  shot  and  shell,  both  lines  stood  unmoved,  neither  advancing,  and 
neither  broken  or  yielding,  until  at  last  about  nine  o'clock  at  night, 
the  enemy  slowly  and  sullenly  fell  back  and  yielded  the  field  to  our 
victorious  troops. 

The  loss  on  both  sides  was  very  heavy;  but  the  proportion  of  killed 
and  wounded  of  our  men  was,  as  far  as  I  could  judge  upon  the  field, 
small,  and  the  wounds  'generally  slight.  The  commanding  General 
has  been,  I  presume,  furnished  with  an  official  report  cf  the  killed 
and  wounded. 

The  gallantry  and  heroism  displayed  by  our  troops  is  beyond  all 
praise.  The  first  brigade  was  more  exposed  than  any  other,  and  moro 
than  sustained  the  reputation,  which,  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Major  General  commanding,  on  the  same  field  over  twelve  months 
ago.  it  achieved,  and  which  has  distinguished  its  veteran  troops  in 
many  of  the  hardest  fought  battles  of  the  war. 

Colonel  Baylor,  fifth  Virginia,  who  commanded  it,  was  worthy  his 
heroic  command.  No  more  exalted  recognition  of  his  worth  and  ser 
vices  can  be  uttered,  and  no  higher  tribute  can  be  paid  him,  than  to 
declare  that  he  was  worthy  the  command  of  the  Stonewall  brigade  in 
the  action  of  the  28th  ultimo. 

Colonel  Neff,  thirty-third  Virginia,  while  gallantly  leading  his 
regiment  into  action,  was  killed.  Colonel  Grigsby,  twenty-seventh, 
wounded;  Colonel  Botts,  second  Virginia,  mortally  wounded ;  Major 
Nadenbousch,  second  Virginia,  Major  Terry,  fourth,  wounded,  and 
others,  whose  names  and  whose  gallantry  have  been,  doubtless,  re 
ported  to  the  commanding  General. 

The  second  brigade,  Colonel  Bradley  Johnston,  which  had  been 


subjected  to  severe  picket  duty  the  night  previous,  and  on  the  morning 
of  this  day,  and  behaved  with  gallantry  in  the  skirmishes  of  the 
morning,  was  not  brought  into  action. 

The  third  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  A.  G.  Taliaferro,  twenty- 
third  Virginia  regiment,  advanced  splendidly  under  fire  of  the  enemy, 
occupied  the  farm-house  and  orchard,  on  the  right  of  our  lines,  held 
these  against  every  effort  of  the  enemy* to  dislodge  them,  and 
ultimately  drove  the  enemy  from  the  orchard  and  the  field  beyond  the 
turnpike.  It  is  unnecessary  to  report  that  the  gallantry  of  Colonel 
Taliaferro  was  conspicuous,  and  the  conduct  of  his  officers  admirable. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker,  Major  Stover,  tenth  Virginia,  and  Major 
Scott,  twenty-third  Virginia,  were  wounded  whilst  ably  discharging 
their  duties.  I  have  no  official  information  of  the  other  casualties. 

The  fourth  brigade  operated  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  division.  It 
was  not  in  my  power  to  be  much  with  this  brigade  after  the  action 
had  progressed  far,  but  its  gallantry  was  conspicuous,  and  the  ability 
of  its  commander,  Brigadier  General  W.  E.  Starke,  was  a  guarantee 
that  it  did  all  that  the  gallant  Louisianians  who  composed  it  were  re 
quired  to  perform.  I  was  witness  of  their  unflinching  bravery  and 
heroic  conduct  under  a  heavy  fire  during  the  early  part  of  the  en 
gagement.  I  am  ignorant  of  the  casualties  of  the  brigade. 

The  reports  of  the  brigade,  regimental  and  battery  commanders 
have,  I  suppose,  been  forwarded  to  you.  After  the  action  had  been 
terminated,  I,  because  of  the  condition  of  my  wounds,  turned  over 
the  command  of  the  division  to  Brigadier  General  Starke.  In  con 
clusion,  I  beg  to  recognize  the  gallantry  of  my  personal  staff,  and  the 
obligations  I  am  under  to  them.  I  beg  to  mention  Major  W.  A.  Tal 
iaferro,  A.  A.  G.;  Lieutenant  R.  K.  Meade  and  Lieutenant  P.  A.  Tal- 
iaferrOj  aids-de-camp,  and  to  testify  my  regard  for  the  gallantry  an! 
good  conduct  of  my  orderly,  private  Depriest,  who  was  severely 
wounded,  and  of  privates  Dowman,  Bowen  and  Tyree,  couriers. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
WILLIAM  B.  TALIAFERRO, 
Biigadier   General,  commanding  Division,  A.  Vv 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  WALKER,  COMMAND- 
ING  DIVISION,  OF  OPERATIONS  AT  HARPER'S  FERRY. 

HEADQUARTERS  WALKER'S  DIVISION,      > 
Camp  near  Winchester,  Va.,  October  7,  1862.  J 

Major  E.  F.  PAXTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Insp'r  General',  Jackson's  Corps,  A.  N.  V.  : 

SIR  :  I  have  tho  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions  of  this  division  under  my  command  in  the  reduction  of  Harper's 
Ferry : 

On  the  9th  of  September,  I  was  instructed  by  General  Lee  to  pro 
ceed  from  the  Monocacy  Junction  near  Frederick,  Maryland,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Monocacy,  and  destroy  the  acqueduct  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal.  We  arrived  at  the  aqueduct  about  eleven  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  and  found  it  occupied  by  the  enemy's  pickets,  whose  fire,  as  they 
fled,  severely  wounded  Captain  Duffy,  of  the  twenty-fourth  North 
Carolina  troops,  cf  Brigadier  General  Ransom's  brigade.  Working 
parties  were  at  once  detailed  and  set  to  work  to  drill  holes  for  blowing 
up  the  arches  ;  but  after  several  hours  of  labor,  it  was  apparent  that, 
owing  to  the  insufficiency  of  our  tools  and  the  extraordinary  solidity 
and  massiveness  of  the  masonry,  the  work  we  had  undertaken  was  one 
of  days  instead  of  hours.  The  movement  of  our  main  army  from 
Frederick  towards  Hagerstown,  which  I  had  been  officially  informed 
would  take  place  on  the  10th,  would  leave  my  small  division  in  the 
immediate  presence  of  a  very  strong  force  of  the  enemy,  and,  while  it 
would  be  engaged  in  destroying  the  aqueduct,  in  a  most  exposed  and 
dangerous  position.  I  therefore  determined  to  rejoin  General  Lee  by 
way  of  Jefferson  and  Middletown  as  previously  instructed  by  him. 

Before  marching,  however,  I  received  instructions  to  cross  the 
Potomac  at  Cheeks  ford  and  proceed  towards  Harper's  Ferry  and  co 
operate  with  Major  Generals  Jackson  and  McLaws  in  the  capture  of 
the  Federal  force  at  that  point. 

Eaily  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  the  aqueduct  over  the  Monocacy 
was  occupied  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy,  with  their  artillery  com 
manding  the  aqueduct  and  its  approaches,  as  well  as  Cheek's  ford.  I 
then  determined  to  cross  at  the  Point  of  Rocks,  which  I  effected  during 
the  night/ of  the  10th  and  by  daylight  on  the  llth;  but  with  much 
difficulty,  owing  to  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  over  the  canal  and 
the  steepness  of  the  banks  of  the  Potomac. 

My  men  being  much  worn  down  by  two  days  and  nights  marching, 
almost  without  sleep  or  rest,  we  remained  in  camp  during  the  1 1th, 
and  proceeded  the  next  day  towards  Harper's  Ferry,  encamping  at 
Hillsboro'.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  we  reached  the  foot  of  the 
Blue  Ridge,  opposite  the  Loudon  Heights,  which  I  was  instructed  to 
occupy.  From  such  reconnoissance  as  could  be  made  from  below,  it 
seemed  certain  that  Loudon  Heights  were  unoccupied  by  the  enemy. 
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To  ascertain  if  such  was  the  case,  I  detached  Colonel  John  R.  Cooke 
with  his  regiment,  (the  twenty-seventh  North  Carolina,)  and  the 
thirtieth  Virginia  Volunteers,  who  took  poaseesion  of  the  Heights 
-without  opposition  and  held  them  during  the  night. 

In  the  meantime,  the  enemy  was  being  attacked  on  the  Maryland 
Heights  by  the  forces  under  Major  General  McLaws,  and  in  the 
afternoon  it  became  apparent  that  our  forces  had  possession  of 
the  summit,  which  commands  Harper's  I^erry  as  well  as  Loudon 
Heights. 

That  night  and  the  next,  the  entire  division,  except  that  portion  of 
it  occupying  Loudon  Heights,  were  placed  in  a  strong  position  to 
prevent  the  escape  of  the  enemy  down  the  right  bank  of  the  Potomac. 
At  daylight  on  the  14th,  I  sent  Captain  French,  with  two  Parrott 
guns  and  two  rifle  pieces  of  Branch's  Battery,  under  Lieutenant 
Martin,  to  Loudon  Heights,  where  I  immediately  proceeded  and  placed 
them  in  position.  I  informed  Major  General  Jackson  of  this  by  sig 
nal,  and  awaited  his  instructions.  In  the  meantime,  we  had  attracted 
the  notice  of  the  enemy,  who  opened  their  batteries  upon  us,  and  it 
became  necessary  either  to  reply  or  withdraw  our  pieces.  About  one 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  therefore  gave  orders  to  open  fire  upon  the  enemy's 
batteries  and  the  troops  upon  Bolivar  Heights,  beyond  Harper's  Ferry. 
Our  guns  were  served  admirably  and  with  great  rapidity,  and  in  two 
hours  we  had  silenced  an  eight-gun  battery  near  the  Barbour  house, 
except  one  gun,  which  was  so  close  under  the  mountain  that  we  could 
not  see  it.  What  other  effect  our  fire  had  we  could  not  tell ;  but  it 
evidently  produced  great  consternation  and  commotion  amongst  the 
enemy's  troops,  especially  the  cavalry. 

During  the  engagement,  one  of  the  enemy's  caissons  was  blown  up 
by  a  well  directed  shot  from  French's  battery.  On  our  side  we  lost 
Lieutenant  Robertson,  of  French's  battery,  killed;  Major  Wyatt, 
forty-eighth  North  Carolina  troops,  and  two  privates  of  French's  bat 
tery  wounded.  Our  guns  and  horses  sustained  no  injury. 

Owing  to  a  heavy  mist,  which  concealed  Harper's  Ferry  from  view, 
•we  did  not  cpen  our  fire  until  after  eight  c'clock,  in  the  morning  of 
the  15th,  the  enemy  replying  very  feebly  at  first,  and  finally  about 
nine  o'clock,  ceased  firing  altogether.  About  half  past  nine  o'clock, 
we  observed  a  white  flag  displayed  from  a  large  brick  building  in  the 
upper  town,  when  our  batteries  immediately  ceased  their  fire, 
although  I  was  not  satisfied  that  it  indicated  a  capitulation. 

It  soon  became  apparent  that  such  was  the  case,  and  after  a  phort 
time  we  h^d  the  extreme  satisfaction  to  see  the  head  of  Major  Gene 
ral  A.  P.  Hill's  column  approaching  the  town,  along  the  Charlestown 
turnpike. 

My  division,  that  evening,  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge  and  the  Shenan- 
doah  river,  and  by  daylight,  on  the  IGth,  reached  Shepherdstown,  and, 
early  in  the  day,;  crossed  the  Potomac  and  reported  to  General  Lee, 
near  Sharpsburg,  Maryland. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  WALKER, 
Brigadier  General  commanding  Division . 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  WALKER  OF  BATTLE 
OF  SHARPSBURG. 

HEADQUARTERS  WALKER'S  DIVISION,      > 
Camp  mar   Winchester,   Fa.,  October  14,   1862.) 

Major  G.  M.  SORREL,  A.  A.   G  , 

Right    Wing,  Army  Northern  Virginia  : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
borne  by  the  division  under  my  command  in  the  battle  of  Sharpsburg, 
Maryland,  on  the  l?th  of  September  last: 

The  division,  composed  of  Ransom's  and  Walker's  brigades,  the 
latter  commanded  by  Colonel  Van  II.  Manning,  to  which  was  attached 
French's  and  Branch's  light  batteries,  after  participating  in  the  cap 
ture  of  the  Federal  forces  at  Harper's  Ferry,  crossed  th^  Blue  Ridge, 
the  Shcriandoah  and  the  Potomac,  the  latter  at  Sbepherdstown,  and 
reached  the  neighborhood  of  Sharpsburg,  Maryland,  on  the  16th 
ultimo,  where  I  reported  to  General  Lee. 

In  accordance  with  his  instructions,  at  daylight  tho  next  morn  ing 
I  placed  the  division  on  the  extreme  right  of  our  position,  and  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  south  of  Sharpsburg,  my  line  of  battle  extending 
from  a  wood  on  the  right  to  a  group  of  barns,  stables  and  out- houses 
on  the  left,  in  such  way  as  to  cover  the  ford  over  the  Antietain  creek, 
and  to  be  within  supporting  distance  of  the  command  of  Brigadier 
Geneial  Tocmbs,  which  lay  in  front  of  the  bridge  across  -the  same 
stream.  My  batteries  were  placed  on  commanding  heights  in  such 
way  as  to  command  the  roads  leading  from  the  east,  while  a  battalion 
of  sharpshooters  was  posted  along  the  wooded  banks  of  the  Antietam 
to  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  should  he  attempt  to  cross  the  stream  at 
that  point.  While  we  were  in  this  position  the  enemy  made  no 
attempt  to  cross  the  stream,  and  the  only  evidence  of  his  being  in  our 
front  was  his  artillery  fire  at  long  range  and  the  reply  of  General 
Toombs*  batteries,  about  a  half  mile  to  my  left. 

Soon  after  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  I  received  orders  from  General 
Lee,  through  Colonel  Long,  of  his  staff,  to  hasten  to  the  extreme  left 
to  the  support  of  Major  General  Jackson.  Hastening  forward  as 
rapidly  as  possible  alftng  the  rear  of  our  entire  line  ot"  battle,  we  ar 
rived,  soon  after  ten  o'clock,  near  the  woods  which  the  commands  of 
Generals  Hood  and  Early  were  struggling  heroically  to  hold,  but 
gradually  and  sullenly  vielding  to  the  irresistible  weight  of  over 
whelming  numbers.  Here  we  at  once  formed  line  of  battle,  under  a 
sharp  artillery  fire,  and,  leaving  the  twenty-seventh  North  Carolina 
and  third  Arkansas  regiments  to  hold  the  open  space  between  the 
woods  and  Longstreet's  left,  the  division,  with  Ransom's  brigade  on 
the  left,  advanced  in  splendid  style,  firing  and  cheering  as  they  went, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  cleared  the  woods,  strewing  it  with  the  enemy's 
dead  and  wounded. 

Colonel  Manning,  with   the  forty-sixth l  and  forty-eighth  North 
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Carolina  and  thirtieth  Virginia,  not  content  with  the  possession  of  the 
woods,  dashed  forward  in  gallant  style,  crossed  the  open  fields  beyond, 
driving  the  enemy  before  him  like  sheep,  until  arriving  at  a  long  line 
of  strong  post  and  rail  fence,  behind  which  heavy  masses  of  the  ene 
my's  infantry  were  lying,  their  advance  was  checked,  and,  it  being 
impossible  to  climb  over  these  fences  under  such  a  fire,  these  regi 
ments,  after  suffering  a  heavy  loss,  were  compelled  to  fall  back  to  the 
woods,  where  the  forty-sixth  and  forty- eighth  North  Carolina  regi 
ments  were  quickly  reformed  ;  but  the  thirtieth  Virginia,  owing  to 
some  unaccountable  misunderstanding  of  orders,  except  Captain 
Hudgins'  company,  went  entirely  off  the  field,  and,  as  a  regiment, 
was  not  again  engaged  during  the  day.  Captain  Smith,  of  my  staff, 
and  myself  succeeded  in  gathering  up  portions  of  it,  which,  acting 
with  the  forty-sixth  North  Carolina,  afterwards  did  good  service. 

Just  before  the  falling  back  of  these  regiments,  the  gallant  Colonel 
Manning  was  severely  wounded  and  was  compelled  to  leave  the  il  'Id, 
relinquishing  the  command  of  the  brigade  to  the  next  in  rank,  Colo 
nel  E.  D.  Hall,  of  the  forty- sixth  North  Carolina  regiment.  The 
forty-eighth  North  Carolina  regiment,  Colonel  R.  C.  Hill  command 
ing,  after  reforming,  was  sent  by  me,  with  French's  and  Branch's 
light  batteries,  to  reinforce  General  Stuart  on  the  extreme  left,  who 
was  specially  charged  by  General  Jackson  with  the  task  of  turning 
the  enemy's  right.  % 

The  falling  back  of  a  portion  of  Manning's  brigade,  enabled  the 
enemy  to  temporarily  re-occupy  the  point  of  woods  near  the  position 
assigned  to  Colonel  Cooke,  commanding  the  twenty-seventh  JSorth 
Carolina  atid  the  third  Arkansas  regiments,  upon  whom  the  enemy 
opened  a  galling  fire  of  musketry,  which  was  replied  to  with  spirit ; 
but  the  enemy  having  the  cover  of  the  woods,  while.  Colonel  Cooke's 
command  was  on  the  open  ground,  this  officer  very  properly  drew 
them  back  to  a  corn-field  and  behind  a  rail  fence,  which  gave  th«m 
partial  protection.  From  this  position  they  kept  up  an  effective  fire 
upon  the  enemy,  driving  his  artillerists  from  a  battery  they  were 
attempting  to  get  into  position  to  bear  upon  Cjlonel  Cooke's  com 
mand.  They  afterwards  succeeded  in  getting  off  with  their  guns,  but 
abandoned  two  caissons  filled  with  rifle  ammunition,  from  which  Cap 
tain  French  that  night  replenished  his  exhausted  limber  chests. 

E:;rly  in  the  afternoon,  Major  General  Longstreet  directed  Colonel 
Cooke, 'with  his  own  regiment  (twenty-seventh  North  Carolina)  and 
the  third  Arkansas,  to  charge  the  enemy,  who  was  threatening  his 
front  as  if  to  pass  through  the  opening  between  the  point  of  timber 
held  by  Ransom's  brigade  and  Longstreet'a  left.  This  order  was 
promptly  obeyed,  in  the  face  of  such  a  fire  as  troops  have  seldom  en- 
encountcrcd  without  running  away,  and  with  a  steadiness  and  unfal 
tering  gallantry  seldom  equalled.  Battery  after  battery,  regiment 
after  regiment  opened  their  fire  upon  them,  hurling  a  torrent  of  mis 
siles  through  their  ranks ;  but  nothing  could  arrest  their  progress, 
and  three  times  the  enemy  broke  and  fled  before  their  impetuous 
charge.  Finally  they  reached  the  fatal  picket  fences,  before  alluded 
to.  To  climb  over  them,  iii  the  face  of  such  a  force  and  under  such 
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a  ..fire,  would  have  been  sheer  madness  to  attempt,  and  their  ammuni 
tion  being  now  almost  exhausted,  Colonel  Cooke  very  properly  gave 
the  order  to  fall  back,  which  was  done  in  the  most  perfect  order  ; 
after  which,  the  regiments  took  up  their  former  position,  which  they 
continued  to  hold  until  night. 

In  the  meantime,  Brigadier  General  Ransom,  whose  brigade  was 
further  on  the  left,  having  driven  the  enemy  through  and  from  the 
woods  with  heavy  loss,  continued  with  his  own  brigade  and  Colonel 
flail's,  forty-sixth  regiment  North  Carolina,  to  hold  it  for  the  greater 
portion  of  the  day,  notwithstanding  three  determined  infantry  attacks, 
which  each  time  was  repulsed  with  great  loss  to  the  enemy,  and  against 
a  most  persiscant  and  terrific  artillery  fire,  by  which  the  enemy  hop^d, 
doubtless,  to  drive  us  from  our  strong  position,  the  very  key  of  the 
battle-field.  His  hopes,  however,  were  not  realized.  True  to  their 
duty,  for  eight  hours  our  brave  men  lay  upon  the  ground,  taking 
advantage  of  such  undulations  and  shallow  ravines  as  gave  promise 
of  partial  shelter,  while  the  fearful  storm  raged  a  few  feet  above  their 
heads,  tearing  the' trees  asunder,  lopping  off  huge  branches  and  filling 
the  air  with  shrieks  and  explosions — realizing  to  the  fullest  the  fear 
ful  sublimity  of  battle. 

During  this  time,  in  the  temporary  absence  of  General  Ransom 
from  his  brigade  to  post  the  twenty-fourth  North  Carolina,  which  had 
gone  too  much  to  the  left  and  beyond  Barksdale's  brigade,  the  enemy 
made  a  furiouSattack  with  heavy  masses  of  infantry  upon  the  posi 
tion  occupied  by  General  Ransom.  Colonel  Ransom,  of  the  thirty- 
fifth  North  Carolina,  in  temporary  command  of  the  brigade,  not  only 
repulsed  the  enemy,  but  pursued  him  across  the  field  as  far  as  the 
post  and  rail  fence,  inflicting  upon  him  so  severe  a  punishment  that 
no  other  attempt  of  infantry  was  made  on  the  position  during  the  day. 
While  I  was  with  General  Ransom's  command,  about  half  past  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  an  order  was  brought  from  General  Long- 
street,  directing  General  Ransom  to  advance  and  capture  the  enemy's 
batteries  in  his  front  Having  been  previously  instructed  by  General 
Jackson  to  hold  my  position  in  the  woods  until  General  Stuart  could 
turn  the  enemy's  right,  and  then  to  advance,  I  directed  General  Ran 
som  to  delay  the  execution  of  General  Longstreet's  order  until  I 
could  see  General  Longstreet  in  person,  and  confer  with  him  on  the 
subject.  Upon  my  representation  to  him,  he  approved  what  I  bad 
done,  and,  while  we  were  in  conversation  on  the  subject,  General 
Jackson  himself  joined  us  and  informed  us  that  General  Scuart  had 
made  the  attempt  spoken  of,  but  found  it  impracticable,  as  the  enemy's 
right  was  securely  posted  on  the  Potomac,  and  protected  by  heavy 
batteries  of  his  reserve  artillery.  It  was  then  determined  that  the 
attempt  to  force  the  enemy's  right  with  our  fearfully  thinned  ranks, 
and  in  the  exhausted  condition  of  our  men,  was  an  effort  above  our 
strength .  Towards  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I  was  directed  by  Gen 
eral  Longstreet  to  move  Ransom's  brigade  towards  the  right  to  reinforce 
our  centre,  where  the  enemy  were  making  demonstrations  as  if  for  an 
advance  upon  our  position.  No  attack  was,  however,  made ;  but  the 
enemy's  artillery  continued  to  play  upon  the  woods,  upon  our  batte- 
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ries,  and  upon  every  position  along  our  line,  which  they  supposed  to 
be  occupied  by  our  troops.  Our  own  batteries  replying  but  slowly 
for  the  want  of  ammunition.  Gradually,  as  night  approached,  this 
fire  died  away,  and  darkness  finally  put  an  end  to  this  long  and  bloody 
battle.  My  division  rested  until  next  morning  where  night  overtook 
them,  arid  upon  the 'line  occupied  by  them  during  the  day. 

The  conduct  of  the  division  was  generally  excellent,  and,  in  so'mo 
instances,  was  brilliant  in  the  extreme  '  I  desire,  particularly,  to  call 
attention  to  the  admirable  conduct  of  the  twenty-seventh  North  Car 
olina,  commanded  by  Colonel  John  R.  Cooke,  and  the  third  Arkansas 
volunteers,  commanded  by  its  senior  captain,  John  VV.  Reedy. 

The  coolness  and  good  conduct  of  Colonel  Van  II.  Manning,  com- 
manding  brigade,  until  wounded  and  carried  from  the  field,  is  worthy 
all  praise.  Colonel  Hall,  of  the  forty- sixth  North  Carolina  troop  % 
•who,  as  next  in  rank,  assumed  command  of  the  brigade,  handled  his 
regiment  and  the  other  portions  of  the  brigade  falling  under  his  com 
mand,  with  skill  and  judgment. 

To  Brigadier  General  Ransom's  coolness,  judgment  and  skill,  we 
are,  in  a  great  degree,  indebted  for  the  successful  maintenance  of  our 
position  on  the  left,  which,  to  have  been  permanently  gained  by  the 
enemy,  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  to  us  the  loss  of  the 
battle. 

General  Ransom  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of  Colonel 
Ransom,  of  the  thirty-fifth  North  Carolina,  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Bryeon,  of  the  twenty-fifth,  and  Adjutant  Cooke,  of  the  twenty- 
fourth  North  Carolina  regiments,  as  having  particularly  distinguished 
themselves. 

The  light  batteries  of  Captains  French  and  Branch,  the  latter  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  II.  G.  Pegram,  at  different  times  during  the 
da.y  were  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  did  good  service,  especially 
French's,  posted  on  the  extreme  left,  and  under  the  immediate  orders 
of  General  Stuart. 

Captain  Win.  A.  Smith,  my  assistant  adjutant  general,  and  Lieu 
tenant  J  A.  Gait,  aid-de-camp,  were  with  me  upon  ths  field  and  ren 
dered  me  valuable  assistance  in  transmitting  orders. 

The  division  suffered  heavily,  particularly  Manning's  command, 
(Walker's  brigade,)  which,  at  one  time,  sustained  almost  the  whole 
fire  (  t  the  enemy's  right  wing.  Going  into  the  engagement,  as  it  was 
necessary  for  us  to  do,  to  support  the  sorely  pressed  divisions  of  Hood 
and  Early,  it  was,  of  coutse,  impossible  to  make  dispositions  based 
upon  a  careful  reconnoisance  of  the  localities. 

The  post  and  rail  fences  stretching  across  the  fields  lying  between 
us  and  the  enemy's  position,  I  regard  as  the  fatal  obstacle  to  our  com- 
plotn  >uccess  on  the  left,  and  success  there  would,  doubtless,  have 
chuu /rd  the  fate  of  the  day.  Of  the  existence  of  these  obstacles 
EO,.<-  of  my  division  had  any  previous  knowledge,  and  we  learned  it 
at  the  expense  of  many  valuable  lives. 

1  aui,  Major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  WALKER, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


REPORT  OF   BRIGADIER   GENERAL   HOOD,  OF   OPERA 
TIONS  OF  HIS  DIVISION,  FROM  FREEMAN'S  FORD  TO 
,  BATTLE  OF  SHARPSBURG. 

DIVISION  HEADQUARTERS,  September  27,  1862. 

Major  G.  M.  SORRELL,  A.  A.  G.  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper 
ations  of  this  division,  composed  of  two  brigades,  fourth  Alabama, 
pecond  and  eleventh  Mississippi,  and  sixth  North  Carolina,  Colonel 
E.  M.  Law  commanding ;  my  own  brigade,  first,  fourth  and  fifth 
Texas,  eighteenth  Georgia  and  Hampton  legion,  and  Riley's,  Bach- 
ttan's  and  Garden's  batteries,  Major  B.  W.  Frobel  commanding,  in 
the  engagements  at  Freeman's  ford,  on  the  llappahannock  river,  Au 
gust  22d  ;  plains  of  Manassas,  August  29th  and  30th ;  Boonsbor^' 
Gap,  Maryland,  September  14th,  and  Shurpsburg,  Maryland,  Septem 
ber  16th  and  17th,  1862  : 

On  the  22d  August,  agreeable  to  orders  of  the  commanding  Gene 
ral,  I  proceeded  to  Freeman's  ford  to  relieve  General  Trimble's  brig 
ade.  On  my  arrival  in  the  afternoon,  I  found  the  enemy  had  crossed 
over  the  river,  and  were  in  the  immediate  front  of  General  Trimble. 
The  Texas  brigade  being  placed  on  the  right,  and  Colonel  Law's  on 
the  left,  the  attack  was  at  once  made,  General  Trimble  leading  off  in 
the  centre. 

The  enemy  were  driven  precipitately  over  the  Rappahannock  with 
considerable  loss,  not  less,  I   think,  than   from  two  to  three  hundred. 
During  the  engagement,   Major   Whaley,  fifth  Texas,  fell,  gallantly 
discharging   his  duties.     The  next  night,  the   command  marched  to 
Waterloo  ford,  and  relieved  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division.     From  this 
point,  having  joined  the  main   body   of  General   Longstreet's  forces, 
the    march    was    continued    in  the   direction    of  Manassas.     On  ar 
riving  at  Thoroughfare  Gap,  the  enemy  were  drawn  up  in  line  to  dis 
pute  our  passage.     After  a  spirited  little  engagement  with  them  by 
General  D.  R.  Jones'  troops,  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  instant,  our 
forces  were  able  to  bivouac  for  the  night,  beyond  the  gap.     The  next 
morning,  at  daylight,  the  march  was  again  resumed,  with  this  divis 
ion  in  the  advance,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Upton,  of  the  fifth  Texas,  in 
command  of  a  party   of  select  Texan    riflemen,   constituting  the  ad 
vance  guard. 

Coming  up  with  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy,  before  sunrise,  this 
gallant  and  distinguished  officer  drove  them  before  him  so  rapidly  that 
halts  would  have  to  be  made  for  the  troops  in  rear  to  rest.  Early  in  the 
day,  we  came  up  with  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  on  the  plains  of  Ma- 
nassas,  engaging  Gen.  Jackson's  forces.  Disposition  of  the  troops  bein^; 
made,  the  Texas  brigade  advanced  in  line  of  battle  down,  and  on  the 
immediate  right  of,  the  pike  leading  to  the  stone  bridge,  and  Colonel 
Law's  brigade  on  the  left.  Arriving  on  a  line  with  the  line  of  bat 
tle  established  by  General  Jackson,  the  division  was  halted  by  order* 
of  the  General  commanding. 
14 
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About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  enemy  made  a  fierce  at 
tack  upon  General  Jackson,  his  noble  troops  holding  their  ground 
with  their  usual  gallantry.  At  sunset,  an  order  came  to  me  from  the 
commanding  General  to  move  forward  and  attack  the  enemy.  Before, 
however,  this  division  could  come  to  attention,  they  were  attacked, 
and  I  instantly  ordered  the  two  brigades  to  move  forward  and  charge 
the  enemy,  which  they  did  most  gallantly,  driving  them  in  confusion 
in  front  of  them.  Colonel  Law's  brigade  being  engaged  with  a  very 
heavy  force  of  the  enemy,  captured  one  piece  of  artillery,  three  stands 
of  colors  and  one  hundred  prisoners,  and  the  Texas  brigade,  three 
stands  of  colors.  It  soon  became  so  rerydark  that  it  was  impossible 
to  puraue  the  enemy  any  further. 

At  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  orders  came  to  retake  our  position  on 
the  right  of  General  Jackson,  in  which  we  remained  until  four  o'clock, 
next  afternoon,  (August  30th,)  when  the  battle  of  the  plains  of  Ma- 
nassas  commenced,  by  a  most  vigorous  attack  by  the  enemy  upon  the 
right  of  General  Jackson.  After  a  severe  struggle,  the  enemy  gave 
way  in  great  confusion  on  the  left  of  the  pike,  and,  by  direction  of 
the  General  commanding,  I  moved  forward  this  division,  with  the 
Texas  brigade  on  the  right  of  the  pike  and  Colonel  Law's  advancing 
on  the  left,  and  passing  over  to  the  right.  Within  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  after  leaving  their  position,  the  Texas  brigade  became  en 
gaged  with  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy ;  but,  with  their  usual  daring 
and  enthusiasm,  they  charged  gallantly  on,  driving  a  largely  superior 
force  a  distance  of  one  and  a  half  miles,  causing  terrible  slaughter  in 
their  ranks,  capturing  a  battery  of  four  guns  crowning  the  heights 
near  the  Chinn  house — Colonel  Law's  brigade  having  moved  for 
ward  on  the  left,  driving  the  enemy,  and  accomplishing  most 
noble  work  in  their  immediate  front.  The  Texas  brigade  hav 
ing  gained  the  heights,  and  being  a  long  distance  in  advance 
of  the  remainder  of  our  troops,  and  very  much  exhausted,  I 
ordered  them  to  halt  and  hold  their  ground.  Soon  after,  General 
Evans'  brigade  came  up  and  became  engaged.  I  passed  on  to  the 
heights,  and  assisted  in  placing  other  brigades  in  position  as  they  ar 
rived  on  the  field,  and  'so  soon  as  my  oVn  troops  were  sufficiently 
rested,  they  were  brought  forward,  and  slept  upon  the  field  of  battle 
near  the  Sudlsy  ford  road. 

The  noble  troops  of  this  division  captured  four  (4)  pieces  of  artil 
lery  and  eight  stands  of  colors,  and,  as  to  their  gallantry  and  un 
flinching  courage,  they  stand  unsurpassed  within  the  history  of  the 
world. 

Many  gallant  officers  and  men  fell  upon  this  memorable  field,  and 
our  country  has  cause  to  regret  the  loss  of  none  of  her  sons  more 
than  that  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  C.  Upton,  fifth  Texas ;  Major 
Townsend,  of  the  fourth  Texas;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ruff  and  Major 
Griffin,  of  the  eighteenth  Georgia,  and  Captain  K.  Bryan,  acting 
Major  of  the  fifth  Texas,  fell,  severely  wounded,  whilst  nobly  dis 
charging  their  duties.  Of  the  different  regimental  commanders,  too 
much  cannot  be  said ;  Colonel  J.  B.  Robertson,  fifth  Texas,  was 
wounded,  whilst  directing  his  regiment  far  in  advance  of  the  crest  of 


211 

the  hill,  when  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  halt;  Colonel  W..T.  WofV 
ford,  of  the  eighteenth  Georgia;  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  F.  Carter, 
commanding  fourth  Texas  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  P.  A.  Work,  first 
Texas  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gary,  commanding  Hampton  legion  ;  Col 
onel  Stone,  second  Mississippi;  Colonel  P.  F.  Liddell,  eleventh 
Mississippi ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  0-  K.  McLemore,  fourth  Alabama, 
and  Major  R.  F.  Webb,  sixth  North  Carolina, "although  not  wounded, 
were  conspicuous  upon  this  hotly  contested  field,  leading  forwad  the 
many  brave  men  of  their  commands.  After  all*  the  field  and  acting 
field  officers  of  the  fifth  Texas  regiment  had  fallen,  Captain  J.  N.  M. 
Turner  gallantly  led  that  regiment  through. 

The  next  day,  after  burying  the  dead,  the  march  was  continued  to 
Sudley  ford,  and  from  thence  to  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  via  Freder 
ick  City,  crossing  the  Potomac  at  White's  ford  near  Leesburg. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  September,  we  marched  back  to  Boona- 
boro'  Gap,  a  distance  of  some  thirteen  miles.  This  division,  arriving: 
between  three  and  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  found  the  troops  of  General 
D.  H.  Hill  engaged  with  a  large  force  of  the  enemy.  By  direction 
of  the  commanding  General,  I  took  up  my  position  on  the  left  of  the 
pike.  Soon  orders  came  to  change  over  to  the  right,  as  our  troops 
on  that  side  were  giving  way  to  superior  numbers.  On  the  march  to 
the  right,  I  met  General  Drayton'a  brigade  coming  out,  saying  the 
enemy  had  succeeded  in  passing  to  their  rear.  I  at  once  inclined 
more  to  the  right,  over  a  very  rugged  country,  and  succeeding  in 
getting  in  a  position  to  receive  the  enemy.  I  at  once  ordered  the 
Texas  brigade,  Colonel  W.  T.  Wofford  commanding,  and  the  third 
brigade,  Colonel  E.  M.  Law  commanding,  to  move  forward  with  bay 
onets  fixed,  which  they  did  with  their  usual  gallantry,  driving  the  en 
emy  and  regaining  all  of  our  lost  ground,  when  night  came  on  and 
further  pursuit  ceased.  On  this  field,  fell  mortally  wounded,  Lieuten 
ant  Colonel  0  K.  McLemore,  of  the  fourth  Alabama,  a  most  efficient, 
gallant  and  valuable  officer. 

Soon  after  night,  orders  were  received  to  withdraw,  and  for  this 
division  to  constitute  the  rear  guard  of  the  army.  The  march  was 
accordingly  taken  up  in  the  direction  of  Sharpsburg.  Arriving  on 
the  heights  across  the  Antietam  river,  near  the  town,  about  twelve, 
M.,  on  the  15th  instant,  I  was  ordered  to  take  position  in  line  of 
battle  on  the  right  of  the  road  leading  to  Boonsboro',  but  soon  re- 
received  orders  to  move  to  the  extreme  left,  near  St.  M'umma  church, 
on  the  Hagerstown  pike,  remaining  in  this  position,  under  fire  of 
the  shells  from  the  enemy,  until  nearly  sunset  on  the  evening  of 
the  1 6th. 

The  enemy,  having  crossed  higher  up  the  Antietam,  made  an* 
attack  upon  the  left  flank  of  our  line  of  battle,  the  troops  of  thia 
division  being  the  only  forces  on  our  side  engaged.  We  succeeded 
in  checking  and  driving  back  the  enemy  a  short  distance,  when  night 
came  on  and  soon  the  firing  ceased.  During  the  engagement  the 
brave  and  efficient  Colonel  P.  F.  Liddell,  eleventh  Mississippi,  fell,, 
mortally  wounded.  The  officers  and  men  of  my  command  having 
been  without  food  for  three  days,  except  a  half- ration  of  beef  for 
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day,  and  green  corn,  General  Lawton,with  two  brigades,  was  directed 
to  take  my  position,  to  enable  my  men  to  cook. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  instant,  about  three  o'clock,  the  firing 
commenced  along  the  line  occupied  by  General  Lawton.  At  six 
o'clock  I  received  notice  from  him  that  he  would  require  all  the  as 
sistance  I  could  give  Jura.  A  few  minutes  after,  a  member  of  his 
staff  reported  to  me  that  he  was  wounded  and  wished  me  to  come  for 
ward  as  soon  as  possible.  Being  in  readin*ess,  I  at  once  marched 
out  on  the  field,  in  line  of  battle,  and  soon  became  engaged  with  an 
immense  force  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  not  less  than  two  corps  of 
their  army.  It  was  here  that  I  witnessed  the  most  terrible  clash  of 
arms,  by  far,  that  has  occurred  during  the  war.  The  two  little  giant 
brigades  of  this  division  wrestled  with  this  mighty  force,  losing  hun- 
dieds  of  their  gallant  officers  and  men,  but  driving  the  enemy  from 
his  position  and  forcing  him  to  abandon  his  guns  on  our  left.  The 
battle  raged  with  the  greatest  fury  until  about  nine  o'clock,  the  ene 
my  being  driven  from  four  to  five  hundred  yards. 

Fighting,  as  we  were,  at  right  angles  with  the  general  line  of 
battle,  and  General  Ripley's  brigade  being  the  extreme  left  of  Gene 
ral  D.  H.  Hill's  forces,  and  continuing  to  hold  their  ground,  caused 
the  enemy  to  pour  in  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  rear  and  right  flank  of 
Colonel  Law's  brigade,  rendering  it  necessary  to  move  the  division  to 
the  left  and  rear,  into  the  woods  near  the  St.  Mumrna  church,  which 
we  continued  to  hold  until  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,when  General  McLaws 
arrived  with  his  command,  which  was  at  once  formed  in  line  and 
moved  forward,  engaging  the  enemy.  My  command  was  marched  to 
the  rear,  ammunition  replenished,  and  returned  at  twelve,  M.,  taking 
position,  by  direction  of  the  General  commanding,  in  rear  of  the 
church,  with  orders  to  hold  it. 

About  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  by  order,  the  division  moved  to  the 
right,  near  the  centre,  and  remained  there  until  the  night  of  the  38th 
instant,  when  orders  were  received  to  recross  the  Potomac. 

I  would  respectfully  state  that  in  the  morning,  about  four  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  I  sent  Major  Blanton,  aid-de  camp,  to  Major  General  D.  H. 
Hill,  to  know  if  he  could  furnish  any  troops  to  assist  in  holding  the 
left  of  our  position.  He  replied  that  he  could  not,  and  the  Major 
General  commanding  is  aware  of  the  number  of  messages  received 
from  me  asking  for  reinforcements,  which  I  felt  were  absolutely  re 
quired  after  seeing  the  great  strength  of  the  enemy  in  nay  front,  and 
1  am  thoroughly  of  the  opinion  had  General  McLaws  arrived  by  half- 
past,  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  our  victory  on  the  left  would  have  been  as 
thorough,  quick  and  complete,  as  upon  the  plains  of  Manassas  on  the 
SOth  of  August. 

During  the  engagement,  Major  Dingle,  of  the  Hampton  legion, 
gallantly  bearing  the  colors  of  his  regiment,  Major  Dale,  first  Texas, 
and  Major  Evans,  eleventh  Mississippi,  fell  whilst  leading  their  brave 
comrades  against  ten  times  their  numbers.  Colonel  Scone,  Lieuten 
ant  Colonel  Humphreys  and  Major  Blair,  second  Mississippi,  Lice- 
tenant  Colonel  Butler,  eleventh  Mississippi,  Captain  Scruggs,  fourth 
Alabama,  and  Major  Webb,  sixth  North  Carolina,  also  received  severe 
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wounds.  Conspicuous  were  Colonels  Law  and  Woffbrd,  commanding 
brigades.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gary,  commanding  Hampton  legion  ; 
Lieutenant  Colonel  P.  A.  Work,  commanding  first  Texas;  Lieutenant 
Colonel  B.  F.  Carter,  commanding  fourth  Texas ;  Captain  Turner, 
commanding  fifth  Texas,  although  not  wounded,  deserve  great  credit 
for  their  skillful  management  and  coolness  during  the  battle.  It  is 
but  justice  to  Colonel  J.  C.  G.  Key,  fourth  Texas,  to  state  that  he 
was  present  at  the  battles  of  Boonsboro'  Gap  and  Sharpsburg,  although 
unable  to  take  command  of  his  regiment,  in  consequence  of  a  severe 
wound  received  at  the  battle  of  Gaines'  Farm,  June  27th,  1862. 

During  this  engagement  and  that  of  the  battle  of  Manassas,  Riley's, 
Bachman's  and  Garden's  batteries  were  admirably  handled  by  the  bat 
tery  commanders ;  Major  B.  W.  Frobel,  commanding,  acting  with 
great  coolness  and  judgment  upon  the  field. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  members  of  my  staff.  The  chief, 
Major  W.  H.  Sellers,  had  his  horse  shot  whilst  ably  directing  the 
Texas  brigade,  at  the  battle  of  Manassas,  during  the  time  of  my 
being  sent  for  by  the  General  commanding  to  receive  additional 
orders.  He  has  proven  himself  competent  to  command  a  brigade 
under  all  circumstances.  This  distinguished  officer,  together  with 
my  two  aids,  Major  B.  H.  Blanton  and  Lieutenant  James  Hamilton, 
had  their  horses  shot  during  the  battle  of  Sharpsburg,  whilst  most 
gallantly  pushing  forward  the  troops  and  transmitting  orders.  Major 
Blanton,  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  Lieutenant  Joseph  Phillips,  (J.  S.  A., 
of  General  Magrucler'a  staff,  and  Captain  C.  S.  Mills,  A.  Q.  M.  first 
Texas  regiment,  rendered  most  invaluable  service  during  the  battle  of 
Manassas  in  bringing  forward  and  placing  in  position  additional 
brigades  upon  the  long  to  be  remembered  heights  aronad  the  Chinn 
house.  Lieutenant  D.  L.  Sublett,  acting  division  ordnance  officer, 
was  prompt  in  bringing  forward  ammunition,  and  otherwise  efficiently 
performed  the  duties  pertaining  to  his  department.  All  praise  is  due 
Dr.  Darby,  chief  surgeon  of  the  division,  for  his  untiring  efforts  and 
skillful  manner  in  caring  for  the  numerous  wounded.  Dr.  Roach, 
senior  surgeon  Texas  brigade,  and  Dr.  Ilubbard,  senior  surgeon  Law's 
brigade,  Dr.  Breckinridge,  and  all  other  surgeons  and  assistant  sur 
geons  of  this  command,  have  my  heartfelt  thanks  for  their  able 
services.  I  would  be  wrong  in  riot  acknowledging  the  valuable  ser 
vices  rendered  during  the  several  engagements,  in  transmitting 
orders,  of  the  following  couriers  of  this  command  :  M.  M.  Temple- 
man,  T.  W.  C.  Lake,  J.  P.  Mahony,  James  Malone,  W.  E.  Duncan,, 
J.  A.  Mann,  W.  J.  Barbee,  W.  G.  Jesse,  J.  J.  Haggerty  and  J.  H. 
Drake. 

For  additional  particulars  »eference  is  made  to  the  reports  of  bri 
gade  and  regimental  commanders,  herewith  respectfully  submitted. 

Below  will  be  found  a  report  of  casualties. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  HOOD, 
Brigadier  General,  commanding  Division* 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY   OF   KILLED    AND    WOUNDED  in 
the  Division  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  J.  B.  Hood. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  RODES. 

• 

HEADQUARTERS  D.  H.  HILL'S  DIVISION,  j 
February  4,   1863.  $ 

Lieutenant  Colonel  C.  J.  FAULKNER, 

A.  A.  G.t  Headquarters  Second  Corps: 

COLONEL  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  yesterday,  I  beg  to  say  that  I 
am  informed  that  General  Hill  has  already  forwarded  to  General  Lee 
a  report  of  the  operations  of  this  division  during  the  period  indicated. 
Under  these  circumstances,  and  being  only  temporarily  in  command  of 
the  division,  I  would  respectfully  refer  the  Lieutenant  General  com 
manding  to  that  document. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Colonel, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  RODES, 
Brig.   Gen.  commanding  Division. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  D.  R  JONES  OF  SECOND 
BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS,  AND  OPERATIONS  IN  MARY- 
LAND. 

RICHMOND,  VA.,  December  8,  1862. 

Major  G.  M.  SORRKL, 

A.  A.  G.,  Langstreefs  C(,rps  : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  reports  of  the 
movements  of  my  division,  and  of  the  part  it  performed  in  the  en 
gagements  of  the  campaign  in  Northern  Virginia  and  Maryland. 
{Serious  illness  and  absence  from  the  field  has  delayed  its  appearance 
till  now : 

.  On  the  loth  August  last,  the  division  I  commanded  reached  Gor- 
donsville  by  rail,  and  camped  near  that  place.  Marching  thence,  and 
crossing  Rapidan  river  on  the  18th,  on  the  23d,  under  order  from 
General  Longstreet,  I  advanced  Dray  ton's  brigade  on  the  road  lead 
ing  to  Beverly  ford,  on  the  Rappananjaock  river,  in  support  of  the 
Washington  artillery,  sending  Anderson's  brigade  to  the  right,  in 
direction  of  railroad  bridge,  with  orders  to  report  to  General  Evans, 
supporting  artillery  in  that  direction. 

Fire  was  to  be  opened  on  the  enemy's  batteries  simultaneously. 
Anderson's  brigade,  being  under  command  of  General  Evans,  will  fig 
ure  in  his  report.  Drayton's  brigade,  supported  by  Toombs'  brigade, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Benning,  of  seventeenth  Georgia,  took  no  part 
iii  the  action  which  ensued,  the  river  not  being  fordable  in  their  front,, 
and  suffeied  but  few  casualties. 

On  the  25th,  I  took  position  in  front  of  Waterloo  bridge,  sending 
forward  a  regiment  of  sharpshooters  from  Drayton's  brigade,  which, 
engaging  the  enemy  across  the  river,  suffered  some  slight  loss. 
Crossing  the  Rappahannock  river,  I  reached  Thoroughfare  Gap  on  thd- 
28th,  and,  under  orders  from  General  Longstreet,  sent  forward  the 
ninth  Georgia  rcgimeat,  Anderson's  brigade,  in  the  g'ip,  following  it 
with  my  whole  division,  which  I  disposed  of  by  placing  Anderson's 
brigade  on  the  hill  to  the  left,  with  Drayton's  brigade  and  two  regi 
ments  of  Toombs'  brigade  on  the  hill  to  the  right,  holding  the  other  two 
regiments  of  Toombs'  brigade  in  reserve.  The  ninth  Georgia  drov& 
out  some  few  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  who  fell  back  on  their  main 
body,  then  seen  advancing  from  the  woods,  in  front  of  the  gap,  and 
taking  position  on  the  plateau,  parallel  with  the  mountain  range,  and 
distant  therefrom  about  half  a  mile.  They  appeared  before  iny  dis 
position  of  troops  had  been  completed  and  opened  a  very  heavy  fire 
of  artillery  on  the  road  and  on  the  mountain  sides  flanking  it.  Hav 
ing  no  artillery  to  reply  with,  there  being  no  position  in  which  it 
could  be  placed,  so  far  as  I  had  been  able  to  reconnoitre  the  ground, 
the  enemy  advanced  his  guns  to  a  point  but  little  over  three  hundred 
yards  from  the  entrance  to  the  gap,  and  made  heavy  demonstrations 
on  the  right  and  left,  bringing  him  in  contact  with  Anderson's  bri~ 
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gade  on- the  left,  which  repulsed  him  in  most  gallant  style  and  with 
heavy  loss.  In  this  encounter,  tho  first  Georgia  regulars  greatly  dis 
tinguished  themselves. 

On  the  right,  the  .demonstration  resulted  only  in  skirmishing. 
After  the  repulse  of  his  eiforts  at  flanking,  the  enemy  withdrew  his 
artillery  to  the  plateau  on  which  he  had  at  first  appeared,  and  kept  up 
a  very  heavy  fire  till  dark,  when,  appearances  indicating  his  retreat, 
1  advanced  my  command  and  bivouacked  beyond  the  gap  unmolested 
by  the  enemy.  The  intense  darkness  and  ignorance  of  the  fords  over 
the  creek  in  my  front  prevented  pursuit. 

My  entire  loss  in  this  engagement  was  not  more  than  twenty-five. 
The  number  of  the  enemy  engaged  amounted  to  over  eleven  thousand, 
under  the  command  of  General  llicketts,  as  appeared  from  northern 
papers. 

My  division,  of  three  brigades,  was  alone  engaged  on  our  side. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  V29th,  I  took  up  the  line  of  march  in 
the  direction  of  the  old  battle  ground  of  Manassas,  whence  heavy 
firing  was  heard;  arriving  on  the  ground  about  noon,  my  command 
was  stationed  on  the  extreme  righc  of  our  whole  line,  and,  during  the 
balance  of  the  day,  was  subjected  to  shelling,  resulting  in  but  few 
casualties.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  slight  alterations  were  made 
in  the  disposition  of  my  command,  throwing  it  more  forward  and  to 
the  right.  The  battle,  meanwhile,  raging  fiercely  on  the  left,  about 
live  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  my  command  was  ordered  forward  ;  I 
brought  it  up  with  the  exception  of  Drayton's  brigade,  which  was 
detained  by  a  report  from  Captain  Rosser,  of  the  cavalry,  on  the  ex 
treme  right,  that  the  enemy  were  attempting  to  flank  our  line  in  that 
direction.  I  took  position  near  the  "  Chinn  house,"  with  the  brigades 
of  Toombs  and  Anderson,  and  anticipating  what  my  orders  would  be, 
General  Longstreet  not  being  then  near  me,  and  seeing  the  great 
results  within  reach,  I  pushed  them  forward  upon  the  enemy,  design 
ing,  with  Drayton's  brigade,  to  turn  and  completely  sweep  the  right 
of  the  field.  The  two  brigades  went  in  most  gallantly,  suffering 
severe  loss.  Again  and  again  did  I  send  for  Drayton,  who,  after 
delaying  till  he  heard  the  unfounded  nature  of  the  report  on  which  he 
acted,  hurried  up  at  speed  and  went  in  on  the  right,  only  a  few 
moments  before  firing  ceased,  at  dusk,  too  late  to  accomplish  the 
results  contemplated.  General  Toouibs,  released  from  the  arrest  under 
which  he  had  been  since  the  lath  instant,  came  upon  the  field  shortly 
after  his  brigade  went  under  fire,  ani  accompanied  it  in  action.  He 
brought  me  orders  from  General  Longstreet,  directing  the  movements 
I  had  anticipated  and  was  then  making.  Night  came  on,  and  my 
troops  slept  on  the  field. 

Both  Anderson's  and  Tooxibs*  brigades  suffered  severely  in  the 
action.  In  the  former  brigade  of  five  regiments,  but  one  field  officer 
was  untouched.  Colonel  Wilson,  of  the  seventh  Georgia,  the  grey- 
haired  hero  of  many  fights,  fell,  mortally  wounded.  Officers  and  men 
never  behaved  better  than  did  mine  on  that  day.  On  the  morning  of 
the  3 1st,  I  took  up  line  of  march  in  the  direction  of  Sudley  ford,  cross 
ing  at  it,  and  marching  to  Chantilly  the  next  day ;  whence,  under 


orders  from  General  Longstreet,  I  sent  Toombs'  and  Anderson's  brig 
ades  to  the  support  of  General  Jackson,  who  was  engaged  with  the 
enemy  at  Ox  Hill.  These  brigades  took  up  line  of  battle  on  the  right 
of  the  turnpike,  and  slowly  advanced  into  the  woods  bordering  it, 
supposed  to  contain  the  enemy.  Night  coming  on  and  no  enemy  be- 
irg  visible,  my  troops  were  withdrawn  to  the  .road  for  bivouac.  Cap 
tain  Thurston  ordnance  officer  of  my  division,  was  here  captured 
while  carrying  my  ciders,  riding  into  the  enemy's  lines  by  mistake. 

Remaining  in  position  at  Ox  Hill  during  the  2nd,  I  marched,  on  the 
3rd,  for  Leesburg  by  the  Dranesville  road,  crossing  Goose  creek  and 
reaching  that  place  on  the  evening  of  the  4th.  On  the  morning  of 
£th  September,  I  crossed  my  division  into  Maryland,  now  increased 
to  six  brigades,  by  the  addition  of  Kemper's  brigade,  Pickett's  brig 
ade,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Garnett,  and  Jenkins'  brigade, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker,  marched  through  Buckeys- 
town,  snd  camped  on  the  banks  of  the  Monoccacy,  marching  next  day 
to  the  Monoccacy  Junction  and  going  into  camp  near  Federick  City. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  1  marched  through  Boonsboro'  Funks- 
town  and  Hagerstown,  camping  near  the  latter  place  on  the  Williams- 
port  road,  on  the  12th. 

On  the  14th,  I  marched,  on  the  Frederick  road,  in  the  direction  of 
that  city,  hearing  heavy  firing,  leaving  Toombs'  brigade  in  command 
of  Hagerstown,  and  eleventh  Georgia  regiment,  of  Anderson's  brig 
ade,  in  charge  of  wagon  train.  Halting  just  beyond  Boonsboro', 
Drayton's  and  Anderson's  brigades  were  temporarily  detached  from 
my  command  and  ordered  to  report  to  General  D.  II.  Hill.  With  my 
three  other  brigades  present",  I  was  ordered,  by  General  Longstreet,' 
to  march  to  a  pass  about  a  mile  to  the  right  of  the  main  road,  through 
which  the  enemy  was  said  to  be  flanking  our  army. 

Reaching  the  pass  and  finding  the  report  incorrect,  I  was  directed 
to  bring  my  brigades  as  rapidly  as  possible  back  to  the  main  road  and 
to  the  mountain  top,  and,  under  orders  from  General  Longstreet, 
placed  Kemper  and  Garnett,  supported  by  Jenkins'  brigade,  in  position 
on  the  ridge  to  the  left  of  the  road  and  above  it.  While  taking  posi 
tion,  my  troops  were  exposed  to  severe  shilling,  and  shortly  after 
wards,  to  a  heavy  infantry  attack  in  overwhelming  numbers.  Despite 
the  odds,  they  heid  their  ground  until  dark,  when  the  brigades  on  my 
left  giving  way,  they  were  withdrawn  in  comparatively  good  order  to 
the  foot  of  the  mountain.  The  enemy  did  not  pursue  his  advantage, 
and  our  troops  were  marched  to  Sharpsburg,  which  we  reached  on  the 
morning  of  the  15th.  On  this  march  Anderson's  brigade  was  assigned 
to  General  Hood,  to  act  as  a  rear  guard,  and  General  Toombs,  with 
two  regiments  of  his  brigade,  joined  me,  the  balance  of  his  brigade 
having  been  sent  to  Williamsport  with  wagons. 

My  command  took  possession  of  the  heights  in  front  of  and  to  the 
right  of  the  town,  being  the  extreme  right  of  our  whole  line.  I  ord 
ered  General  Toombs  to  defend  the  brigde  over  the  Antietam  creek 
in  front  of  me,  with  the  second  and  twentieth  Georgia  regiments, 
reinforced  by  a  half  company  from  Jenkins'  brigade  and  the  fiftieth 
'Georgia  regiment,  of  Drayton's  brigade.  Thee.e  reinforcements  took 
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but  small  part  in  what  ensued,  from  the  nature  of  theiV  position.  The 
enemy  appeared  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek,  and  heavy  artillery 
firing  was  kept  up  during  the  day,  continuing  also  the  iGth,  with  but 
little  damage  to  my  command. 

Daylight  of  the  17th  of  September,  gave  the  signal  for  a  terriCc 
cannonade.  The  battle  raged  with  intensity  on  the  left  and  centre  ; 
but  the  heavy  masses  in  my  front,  repulsed  again  and  again  in  their 
attempts  ta  force  the  passage  of  the  bridge  by  the  two  regiments  be 
fore  named,  comprising  four  hundred  and  three  men,  assisted  by  artil 
lery  I  had  placed  in  position  on  the  heights,  were  unable  to  effect  a 
crossing,  and  manoevred  as  if  about  to  cross  below,  at  some  of  the 
numerous  fords.  My  command  had  been  further  reduced  on  the  right, 
by  detaching  Garnett's  brigade  to  the  front  of  the  town,  leaving  me 
for  the  defense  of  the  right,  with  only  Toombs'  two  regiments,  and 
Kemper's,  Drayton's  and  Walker's  brigades. 

When  it  its  known  that  on  that  morning,  my  entire  command  of  six 
brigades,  comprised  only  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty  men, 
the  enormous  disparity  of  force  with  which  I  contended  can  be  seen. 

About  this  time  the  two  regiments  of  Toombs'  brigade,  seventeenth 
and  fifteenth  Georgia,  which  had  been  left  behind,  accompanied  by 
five  companies  of  the  eleventh  Georgia  regiment,  Anderson's  brigade, 
came  upon  the  field  and  were  at  once  placed  at  General  Toombs'  dis 
posal  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  the  bridge.  My  force  before  having 
been  too  weak  to  aid  him  with  a  single  man.  Before,  however,  they 
could  be  made  available  for  that  purpose  the  gallant  second  and  twen 
tieth,  having  repulsed  five  separate  assaults  and  exhausted  their  last 
round  of  ammunition,  fell  back,  leaving  the  bridge  to  the  enemy. 
Meanwhile  General  A.  P.  Hill  had  come  up  on  my  right,  and  was 
effecting  a  junction  with  my  line,  several  of  his  batteries  already  in 
position,  assisting  mine  in  firing  on  the  enemy  now  swarming  over 
the  bridge.  Undeterred,  except  momentarily,  by  this  fire,  the  enemy 
advanced  in  enormous  masses,  to  the  assault  of  the  heights.  Sweep 
ing  up  to  the  crest,  they  were  mowed  down  by  Brown's  battery,  the 
heroic  commander  of  which  had  been  wounded  but  a  few  moments 
before.  They  overcame  the  tough  resistance  offered  by  the  feeble 
forces  opposed  to  them,  and  gained  the  heights,  capturing  Mclntosh's 
battery,  of  General  Hill's  command.  Kemper  and  Drayton  were 
driven  back  through  the  town ;  the  fifteen  South  Carolina,  Colonel  De 
Sausure,  fell  back  very  slowly  and  in  order,  forming  the  nucleus  on 
•which  the  brigade  rallied.  Jenkin's  brigade  held  its  own,  and  from 
its  position  in  the  orchard,  poured  a  destructive^fire  on  the  enemy. 

General  Toombs,  whcm  I  had  sent  for,  arriving  from  the  right,  with 
a  portion  of  his  brigade  and  part  of  the  eleventh  Georgia  regiment, 
was  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy.  This  he  did  most  gallantly,  sup 
ported  by  Archer's  brigade,  of  Hill's  command,  delivering  fire  at  less 
than  fifty  yards,  dashing  at  the  enemy  with  the  bayonet,  forcing  him 
from  the  crest  and  followiog  him  down  the  hill,  Mclntosh's  battery 
was  retaken.,  and,  assisted  by  other  pieces  which  were  now  brought  up 
to  the  edge  of  the  crest,  a  terrific  fire  was  opened  on  the  lines  of  the 
enemy  between  the  slope  and  the  creek,  w.hich  finally  breaking  them, 
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caused  a  coNfu?ed  retreat  to  the  bridge.  Night  had  now  come  on, 
putting  an  end  to  the  conflict,  and  leaving  my  command  in  possession 
of  the  ground  we  had  held  in  the  morning,  with  the  exception  of  the 
bridge.  In  this  day's  battle  fell  Lieut.  Colonel  Holmes,  second  Georgia, 
and  Colonel  Mulligan,  fifteenth  Georgia,  dying  as  brave  men  should  do. 

In  the  morning  of  the  18th,  much  sharpshooting  took  place,  con 
tinuing  all  day.  At  nine  o'clock,  P.  M  ,  I  toot  up  line  of  march  for 
the  Potomac,  which  river  I  crossed,  taking  with  me  all  my  artillery, 
wagons  and  material,  without  any  loss  whatever,  camping  near  Shep- 
herdstown,  Virginia,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th. 

I  have  the  greatest  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  officers  and  men 
of  my  command. 

To  rny  staff,  I  am  particularly  indebted.  Major  Conard,  my  A.  A. 
General,  displayed  on  all  occasions  that  cool  courage  and  discrimina 
tion  which  predict  for  him  a  brilliant  military  career.  I  am  much 
gratified  at  his  well  merited  promotion. 

Captain  Osman  Latrobe,  my  inspector  general,  on  all  occasions,  and 
particularly  at  Sharpsburg,  conducted  himself  with  distinguished 
gallantry.  Wherever  the  battle  raged  hottest,  there  was  he  directing 
and  encouraging  the  troops.  I  earnestly  recommend  his  promotion 
to  the  rank, of  major.  Surgeon  B.-trksdale,  of  my  staff,  did  more  than 
his  duty,  exposing  himself  oa  the  field,  and  rendering  me  valuable 
assistance. 

Captain  Philip  B.  Jones,  Jr.,  volunteer  aid  on  my  staff,  displayed 
great  gallantry,  carrying  my  orders  through  the  heat  of  battle.  Cap 
tain  E.  N.  Thurston,  my  ordnance  officer,  previous  to  his  capture  at  Ox 
Hiil,  carried  my  orders  with  great  promptness,  displaying  perfect  cool 
ness  on  all  occasions  when  in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 

My  regular  aid-de-camp,  First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Ford,  during  the 
recent  campaign  was  acting  as  assistant  quartermaster  of  my  division, 
and  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  It 
affords  me  pleasure  to  mention  in  the  highest  terms  the  efficiency  of 
Major  Moses,  my  division  commissary. 

Mr.  Charles  W.  Williams,  volunteer  aid  on  my  staff,  was  of  much 
service  to  me.  He  was  with  me  throughout  the  campaign,  and  never 
for  one  moment  did  he  falter  in  his  zeal  for  the  service,  or  his  con 
spicuous  coolness.  I  heartily  recommend  him  for  a  commission  in  the 
Confederate  service.  Captain  II.  E.  Young,  A.  A.  General,  and  Mr. 
xHugh  Rose,  volunteer  aids  for  the  occasion,  served  most  faithfully, 
obeying  with  cool  courage  and  much  gallantry,  all  orders  given  them. 

D.   R.  JONES,  Major  General. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  J.  R.  JONES  OF  OPE- 
RATIONS  FROM  SEPTEMBER  TTH,  TO  DECEMBER  12™, 
1862. 

HEADQUARTERS  JONES'  BRIGADE,  > 
January  21,  1862.  J 

Major  PENDLETON, 

A.  A,  G.,  Headquarters  Second  Corps : 

MAJOR  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  received  from  corps  headquarters, 
I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  Jack 
son's  division,  during  the  period  which  I  had  the  honor  to  command 
it,  being  from  September  7th,  to  December  12th,  1862  : 

The  division  reached  Frederick  City,  Maryland,  on  the  7th  Sep 
tember,  and  was  encamped  one  mile  from  the  city,  with  the  exception 
of  Jones'  brigade,  which  was  placed  in  the  city  as  provost  guard.  I 
found  the  division,  at  this  time,  very  much  reduced  in  numbers  by  the 
recent  severe  battles  and  the  long  wearisome  marches.  Orders  were 
received  on  Tuesday  night,  10th  September,  to  march  at  three  o'clock 
the  following  morning.  The  march  was  continued  across  the  Potomac, 
at  Williamsport,  through  Martinsburg  to  the  vicinity  of  Harper's 
Ferry. 

It  is  impossible,  at  this  point,  to  pay  the  well  merited  tribute  to 
the  conduct  of  the  soldiers  of  this  division  during  their  march 
through  Maryland.  Never  had  the  army  been  so  dirty,  ragged  and 
ill-provided  for  as  on  this  march,  and  yet  there  was  no  marauding, 
no  plundering.  The  right  of  person  and  property  were  strictly  re 
spected,  eliciting  the  following  comparison  from  the  New  York 
World,  of  December  15th:  "The  ragged,  half-starved  rebels  passed 
through  Maryland  without  disorder  or  marauding,  without  injury  to 
the  country,  showing  their  excellent  discipline.  The  well-fed,  well- 
clothed  Union  soldiers  laid  waste  everything  before  them,  plunder-ing 
houses,  hen-roosts  and  pig-pens,  showing  an  utter  want  of  disci 
pline." 

CAPTURE  OF   HARPER'S  FERRY. 

Encamped  four  miles  from  Harper's  Ferry.  On  the  14th,  orders 
were  received  te  move  the  division  near  the  Potomac  and  above  Boli 
var  Heights,  on  which  the  enemy  was  strongly  posted.  Commanding 
positions  were  secured  for  the  batteries  and  a  heavy  fire  opened  upon 
the  works  of  the  enemy  and  their  line  of  battle,  while  good  work  was 
done  by  our  batteries.  The  enemy  replied  without  effect,  not  a 
single  casualty  occurring  in  the  division.  Towards  night  I  ordered 
the  division  to  move  near  the  river,  directing  Starke's  brigade  to  rest 
on  the  river  road  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  making  his  escape,  if  he 
should  attempt  to  do  so.  At  dawn,  on  the  15th,  the  attack  was  re 
newed,  and  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  garrison  surrendered,  much  to 
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the  joy  of  the  toil-worn  soldiers,  who  were  ready  again  to  encounter 
the  enemy,  if  necessary.  At  three  o'clock,  P.  M.>  orders  were  re- 
•  ceived  to  march  back  to  camp,  and  cook  two  days'  rations,  and  be 
ready  to  march.  The  cooking  was  done  about  twelve  o'clock  at  night, 
and  at  one  the  march  was  commenced,  reaching  the  Potomac  at 
sunrise.  The  division  was  hurried  across,  and  on  to  Sharpsburg. 

BATTLE  OF  SHARPSBURG. 

Resting  for  two  hours  in  a  grove  a  mile  from  Sharpsburg,  the  divis 
ion  was  again  put  in  motion,  and  took  up  its  position  on  the  extreme 
left,  its  right  resting  on  the  Sharpsburg  and  Hagerstown  turnpike. 
A  double  line  was  formed — the  front,  composed  of  Jones'  and  Win 
ders  brigades,  placed  in  an  open  field,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Colonel  Grigsby  ;  Taliaferro's  and  Stuart's  brigades  forming  the 
reserves,  placed  at  the  edge  of  a  wood,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Brigadier  General  Starke;  the  whole  under  the  command  of  Briga 
dier  General  J.  R.  Jones. 

This  disposition  was  made  about  two  hours  before  night,  on  the 
16th  of  September,  1862.  Two  companies  were  at  once  thrown  forward 
as  skirmishers,  and  Poague's  battery  was  placed  in  the  road  on  the 
right.  A  battery  of  the  enemy,  about  five  hundred  yards  in  front  and  to 
the  right,  was  playing  upon  the  troops  of  Hood's  division,  which  waa 
on  my  right.  Poague's  battery  opened  briskly  upon  it  and  silenced 
it  in  twenty  minutes.  The  skirmishers  were  warmly  engaged  until 
night.  The  troops  lay  on  their  arms  all  night,  the  silence  of  which 
was  broken  by  occasional  firing  from  the  skirmishers.  At  the 
dawn  of  day,  on  the  17th,  the  battle  opened  fiercely.  A  storm  of 
shell  and  grape  fell  upon  the  division  from  several  batteries  in  front, 
and  at  very  short  range,  and  from  batteries  of  heavy  guna,  on  the 
extreme  right,  which  enfiladed  the  position  of  the  division  and 
took  it  in  reverse.  These  batteries  were  gallantly  replied  to  by  the 
batteries  of  the  division,  Poague's  Carpenter's  Brockenbrough'a, 
Raines',  Caskie's  and  Wooding's.  It  was  during  this  almost  unpre 
cedented  iron  storm  that  a  shell  exploded  a  little  above  my  head,  and 
so  stunned  and  injured  me,  that  I  was  rendered  unfit  for  duty,  and 
retired  from  the  field,  turning  over  the  command  to  Brigadier  General 
Starke,  who,  in  half  an  hour  afterwards,  advanced  his  lines  to  meet 
the  infantry  of  the  enemy  which  was  approaching.  The  infantry  be 
came  at  once  engaged,  and  the  gallant  and  generous  Starke  fell, 
pierced  by  three  balls,  and  survived  but  a  few  moments.  His  fall  cast 
a  gloom  upon  the  troops  :  they  never,  for  a  moment  faltered,  but 
rushed  upon  the  enemy  and  drove  him  back. 

The  struggle  continued  for  several  hours,  the  enemy  all  the  time 
receiving  reinforcements  and  the  division,  not  numbering  over  one 
thousand  six  hundred  men  at  the  beginning  of  the  fight,  having  no 
support,  was  finally  compelled  to  fall  back  to  its  original  line.  Early's 
brigade  coming  up  at  this  opportune  moment,  (Colonel  Grigsby  com 
manding,)  the  division  rallied  its  scattered  columns  and  joined  General 
Early,  and  drove  the  enemy  half  a  mile  from  the  field,  capturing  many 
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prisoners,   and   covering    the   field  with  the   dead   wounded   of  the 
enemy. 

After  this  repulse,  the  division  was  ordered  back  to  a  grove  to  rest 
and  get  ammunition,  when,  in  the  evening,  it  again  advanced  to  the 
support  of  the  battery;  but  did  not  become  engaged  with  the  enemy.  In 
this  bloody  conflict,  the  old  stonewall  division  lost  nothing  of  its  fair 
name  and  fame.  Having  won  a  world- wide  fame  by  its  valor  and  en 
durance  in  the  splendid  campaign  in  the  valley,  it  entered  upon 
anothor  series  of  fights,  commencing  at  Richmond  and  going  through 
Cedar  Run,  Manassas,  Harper's  Ferry  and  Sharpsburg,  entering  the 
last  weary  and  worn,  and  reduced  to  the  numbers  of  a  small  brigade, 
with  its  officers  stricken  down  in  the  many  fierce  engagements,  closing 
with  a  colonel  commanding  the  division,  captains  commanding  brig 
ades,  lieutenants  commanding  regiments.  In  this  fight  every  man 
was  a  hero,  and  it  would  be  invidious  to  mention  particular  names. 

Winder's  brigade  was  commanded  successively  by  Colonel  Grigsby 
and  Major  (now  Lieutenant  Colonel)  Williams,  fifth  Virginia  regi 
ment  ;  Jones'  brigade  by  Captains  Penn,  Page  and  Withers,  the  two 
first  losing  a  leg;  Taliaferro's  brigade,  by  Colonel  G.  "W.  Jackson,  and 
Colonel  Sheffield;  Starke's  brigade,  by  General  Starke,  Colonel  A.  L. 
Stafford,  ninth  Louisiana  regiment,  and  Colonel  Edward  Pendleton, 
fifteenth  Louisiana. 

fe£  Enclosed  are  reports  of  the  various  brigade  commanders,  which 
give  more  particularly  the  parts  taken  by  their  brigades. 

The  list  of  casualties  has  already  been  furnished,  amounting  to 
about  seven  hundred  killed  and  wounded. 

This  brief  report  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  R.  JONES, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  WILCOX  OF  BATTLE 
OF  KELLEY'S  FORD. 

HEADQUARTERS  ANDERSON'S  DIVISION, 
October   II,   1862. 

Major  G.   M.   SORREL,  Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

SIR:  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  an  affair  with 
the  £nemy  near  Kelly's  Ford,  on  the  Rappahannock,  on  the  2Jst  of 
August  last.  This  skirmish  occurred  between  a  portion  of  General 
Feathcrston's  brigade  and  the  enemy,  and  afterwards  between  our 
artillery  and  the  enemy  : 

The  "division  crossed  the  Rapidan  at  Raccoon  ford  on  the  20th  of 
August,  and,  continuing  its  march,  bivouacked  for  the  night  about 
five  miles  ffom  Kelly's  ford,  on  the  Rappuhannock  Early  next 
morning  the  march  was  resumed,  the  three  brigades  under  my  com 
mand  leading  the  advance.  The  march  was  continued  on. the  road  to 
Stephen.-burg,  till  we  came  to  a  road  that  bore  off  to  the  right,  to 
Kelly's  ford.  My  command  was  directed  to  take  this  road.  Ad 
vancing  about  one  and  a  half  miles,  we  crossed  a  small  stream, 
Mountain  Run,  (my  brigade  did  not  cross  this  run,)  this  run  being 
about  two  miles  from  the  ford.  We  had  not  advanced  far  beyond 
Mountain  Run  when  cavalry  pickets,  that  had  been  posted  on  this 
road  near  the  ford,  returned,  reporting  that  a  large  cavalry  fores  had 
crossed  the  Rappahannock  and  were  advancing  on  the  road.  I  im 
mediately  ordered  two  regiments  from  Featherston's  brigade  to  be 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  one  on  each  side  of  the  road,  and  each  of 
these  regiments  to  be  preceded  by  a  line  of  skirmishers;  the 
remainder  of  Featherston's  brigade  close  in  rear,  and  Fryor  in  rear 
of  Fcatherston. 

I  now  ordered  the  lines  to  advance.  This  had  not  continued  long 
when  a  shot  was  heard  on  the  right,  and  it  soon  became  quite  brisk, 
and  extended  to  the  left.  Our  lines  continued  to  advance  until  the 
skirmishers  reached  a  fence.  This  was  about  one  thousand  yards 
from  the  Rappahannock — a-  field  extending  down  to  the  river,  the 
ground  falling  gradually.  Some  four  hundred  yards  in  this  fiel  1,  a 
few  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers  were  seen  On  the  far  side  of  the 
Rappahannock  the  enemy's  camp  was  visible,  being  on  high  ground, 
much  higher  than  where  we  were.  The  camp  covered  considerable 
space.  The  skirmishers  continued  to  fire  at  each  other.  Two  of  my 
mon  were  wounded  here. 

The  Major  General  commanding  now  directed  me  to  withdraw  ray 
force  back  across  Mountain  Run,  leaving  a  picket  force  on  the  far 
Bide.  I  directed  two  companies  to  be  posted  at  the  junction  of  two 
roads,  both  of  which  led  to  the  ford  (Kelly's)  and  two  regiments  in 
rear  of  these  companies  some  three  or  four  hundred  yards.  Tho 
two  companies  left  at  the  forks  of  the  road  were  Captains  Feltus 
aad  Har dy's,  sixteenth  Mississippi  regiment ;  the  two  regiments  in 
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the  rear  were  the  remainder  of  -the  sixteenth  Mississippi  and  the 
twelfth  Mississippi.  The  enemy,  seeing  that  our  forces  had  with 
drawn,  made  a  spirited  dash  with  his  cavalry  at  these  two  companies, 
and,  being  much  superior  in  numbers,  surrounded  them,  and  de 
manded  a  surrender.  Captain  Feltus  immediately  gave  the  command 
to  "-fire,"  which  was  done  with  effect,  killing  nine  horses  and  empty 
ing  several  saddles.  The  heavy  firing  caused  Colonel  Posey  to  send 
a  third  company  to  the  assistance  of  these  two,  but  they  had  already 
driven  the  enemy  off,  and  now  fell  back  to  their  supports,  the  two 
regiments.  Colonel  Posey  now  posted  the  twelfth  Mississippi  in  a 
corn-field  on  his  left,  which  fronted  upon  an  open  field,  no  danger 
being  apprehended  on  his  right,  as  there  was  a  dense  forest  on  that 
flank.  Scarcely  had  the  twelfth  Mississippi  taken  its  position  when 
a  very  large  cavalry  force  made  its  appearance  in  the  open  field,  at 
some  distance  off,  but  showing  an  evident  design  to  attack.  Colonel 
Posey  'moved,  unobserved  by  the  enemy,  at  double-quick  time,  with 
the  sixteenth  Mississippi,  to  the  support  of  the  twelfth  Mississippi. 
He  had  barely  reached  his  position,  when  the  enemy's  cavalry  came 
down  in  line  at  full  speed.  When  at  good  range  the  command  to 
"  fire  "  was  given,  and  one  volley  from  the  two  regiments  scattered 
the  cavalry,  with  the  utmost  confusion.  Some  thirty  saddles  were 
emptied,  and  the  cavalry  were  scattered  over  the  field  for  more  than 
a  mile.  At  length  they  reformed,  far  off  from  the  infantry  that  had, 
just  punished  them  so  severely.  But  they  were  in  fall  view  of  where 
my  own  and  General  Pryor's  brigades  were  resting,  on  high  ground, 
in  an  open  field,  on  the  far  side  of  the  Mountain  Run.  I  directed 
Captain  Anderson,  Thomas  artillery,  to  come  into  battery  on  high 
ground,  under  cover  of  some  pine,  with  his  Parrott  gun,  and  to  fire 
upon  them.  It  has  never  been  my  pleasure  to  witness  such  beautiful 
shots,  as  the  first  half-dozen  shell  that  were  thrown  at  them.  Each 
shell  burst  at  the  right  place  and  time,  and  seemed  to  create  more 
confusion  and  inflict  greater  loss  upon  them  than  the  infantry  fire. 
This  artillery  fire  drove  them  entirely  out  of  view,  and  nothing 
more  was  seen  of  them  until  about  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  the 
cavalry  re-appeared.  Three  rifled  pieces  were  now  placed  in  position, 
and,  after  a  few  rounds,  the  cavalry  fled  again  in  confusion. 

My  command  was  now,  near  sundown,  put  in  march  in  rear  of  the 
columnar  Stephensburg.  Just  at  this  time  the  enemy  re-appeared 
on  the  ground  where  his  cavalry  had  been  twice  repulsed  by  our 
artillery.  This  time  he  came  with  four  pieces  of  rifled  artillery,  and 
began  to  fire  upon  us  as  we  were  moving  off.  It  was  now  quite  late, 
and  as  we  were  soon  out  of  sight  and  danger,  I  did  not  conceive  it 
necessary  to  return  this  fire,  as  my  orders  were  to  follow  the  re 
mainder  of  the  division,  which  was  now  in  motion. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  Colonel  Posey,  sixteenth  Mississippi,  and 
Captain  Feltus  for  the  handsome  manner  in  which  they  repelled  the 
attack  of  the  Federal  cavalry,  which  was  much  superior  in  numbers. 
Captain  Anderson,  of  the  Thomas  artillery,  also  displayed  much  skill 
in  the  handling  of  his  battery,  and  in  the  accuracy  of  his  shots  and 
the  bursting  of  his  shells. 
15 


236 


In  this  affair  our  loss  waa  two  (2)  killed  and  twelve  (12)  wounded, 
Pursuing  our  march,  we  bivouacked  at  Stephensburg  at  one  o'clock 
at  night. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c., 

C.  M.  WILCOX, 
Brigadier  General  commanding,  fyc.f  fyc. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  WILCOX  OF  SECOND 
BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS. 

HEADQUARTERS  ANDERSON'S  DIVISION,  ; 
October  II,  1862.          $ 

Major  G.  M.  SORREL, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
borne  by  my  command  at  the  battle  of  Manassas,  on  the  30th  of 
August  last  ; 

The  command  of  General  Longstreet  bivouacked  on  the  night  of 
the  27th  of  August  at  White  Plains.  On  the  following  day  the  march 
was  resumed,  following  the  road  leading  through  Thoroughfare  Gap.. 
Arriving  near  this  gap,  it  was  found  to  be  occupied  by  the  enemy,, 
supposed  to  be  in  strong  force.  The  three  brigades  under  my  com 
mand — my  own,  Generals  Featherston's  and  Pryor's — were,  together 
with  two  batteries  of  artillery,  mostly  rifled  pieces,  detached  from* 
the  main  command  and  moved  off  to  the  left  over  a  rough  and  hilly- 
road,  in  the  direction  of  Hopewell  Gap,  with  orders  to  force  our  way 
through  it  should  the  enemy  be  found  to  hold  it. 

After  a  tedious,  fatiguing,  and  rather  difficult  march,  the  gap  was 
reached  at  ten  o'clock,  P.  M.  Halting  the  column,  a  regiment  was- 
detached,  preceded  by  a  company,  both  under  the  direction  of  Briga 
dier  General  Pryor,  with  instructions  to  approach  the  pass  cautiously 
with  the  view  of  ascertaining  if  it  was  held  by  the  enemy,  and  if  so, 
as  to  his  probable  strength.  In  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour, 
General  Pryor  reported  that  he  had  threaded  his  way  through  the  pass 
as  far  as  Antioch  Church,  near  one  mile  beyond.  The  troops  were 
then  moved  forward  through  the  pass,  and,  after  posting  pickets  on. 
the  various  roads  and  mountain  paths  that  diverged  from  the  gap,  the 
command  at  twelve  o'clock  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

Hopewell  Gap  is  about  three  miles  from  Thoroughfare  Gap,  being 
connected  with  the  latter  on  the  east  side  by  two  roads,  one  of  which 
is  impracticable  for  wagons.  The  enemy  had  been  at  this  pass  during 
the  day,  but  retired  before  night,  thus  giving  us  a  free  passage. 
Early  the  following  morning  our  march  was  resumed,  and  the  com 
mand  rejoined  at  half-past  nine,  A.  M.,  the  remainder  of  the  division, 
at  the  intersection  of  the  two  roads  leading  from  the  gaps  above- 
mentioned. 

Pursuing  our  line  of  march.,  together  with  the  division,  we  passed 
by  Gainesville,  and,  advancing  some  three  miles  beyond,  my  three 
brigades  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  tke  left  and  at  right  angles 
to  the  turnpike.  Having  advanced  near  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  we- 
were  then  halted.  The  enemy  was  in  our  front  and  not  far  distant. 
Several  of  our  batteries  were  placed  in  position  on  a  commanding- 
eminence  to  the  left  of  the  turnpike.  A  cannonading  ensued  and 
continued  for  an  hour  or  two,  to  which  the  enemy's  artillery  replied. 
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At  half-past  four  or  five,  P.  M.,  the  three  brigades  were  moved  across 
to  the  right  of  the  turnpike,  a  mile  or  more,  to  the  Manassas  Gap 
railroad.  While  here  musketry  was  heard  to  our  left  on  the  turnpike. 
This  firing  continued  with  more  or  less  vivacity  until  sundown. 
Now  the  command  was  orderd  back  to  the  turnpike,  and  forward  on 
this  to  the  support  of  Gen.  Hood,  who  had  become  engaged  with  the 
enemy  and  had  driven  him  back  some  distance,  inflicting  severe  loss 
upon  him,  being  checked  in  his  successes  by  the  darkness  of  the 
night. 

After  reaching  General  Hood's  position,  but  little  musketry  was 
heard.  All  soon  became  quiet.  Our  pickets  were  thrown  out  to  the 
front.  The  enemy's  camp-fires  soon  became  visible,  extending  far  off 
to  our  left,  front  and  right.  Remaining  in  this  position  until  twelve 
o'clock  at  night,  the  troops  were  withdrawn  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to 
the  rear,  and  bivouacked,  pickets  being  left  to  guard  our  front.  Before 
sunrise  the  next  morning,  August  30th,  the  pickets  began  to  fire.  At 
times  it  became  quite  rapid.  The  enemy  could  be  seen  relieving  their 
skirmishers.  The  firing  between  the  skirmishers  continued  with  but 
little  intermission  throughout  the  day.  Batteries  were  placed  in  po 
sition  on  the  left  of  the  turnpike  on  commanding  heights,  where  they 
had  been  the  day  before.  They  soon  attracted  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
artillery. 

^  Before  seven,  A.  M.,  Pryor's  brigade  was  placed  in  position  in  line 
at  right  angles  to  the  turnpike,  in  rear  of  a  fence,  in  woods — an  open 
field  extending  to  the  front  more  than  a  mile,  the  surface  of  which/ 
was  varied  with  a  succession  of  valleys  and  hills — Featherston's  brig 
ade  in  line  on  his  left,  and  extending  so  far  to  the  left  as  to  be  in 
contact  with  the  extreme  right  of  General  Jackson's  command.  My 
brigade  ^as  in  the  woods  to  the  rear  of  the  centre  of  the  line  occu 
pied  by  the  other  two  brigades.  In  front  of  General  Pryor,  in  the 
open  field,  was  Col.  Law's  brigade  (Hood's  division  ;)  on  the  right  of  the 
road  was  Gen.  Hood's  brigade,  in  the  woods;  extending  far  to  the  right 
of  Hood  were  other  brigades  of  the  division.  The  infantry  and  ar 
tillery  fire  continued  during  most  of  the  day.  At  times  the  enemy's 
infantry  and  artillery  were  plainly  visible,  moving  in  different  direc 
tions,  both  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  road.  Wagons  could  be  seen 
moving  off  in  the  direction  of  Bull  Run,  and  clouds  of  dust  further 
off  in  that  direction.  About  half-past  three,  P.  M.,  the  enemy's  in 
fantry  were  seen  emerging  from  a  wood  upon  an  open  field,  in  line  of 
battle,  the  woods  and  field  being  in  front  of  Jackson's  extreme  right 
and  to  the  left  and  near  Featherston's  brigade  This  field  was  about  five 
hundred  yards  wide  and  terminated  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
from  Jackson's  line — the  ground  here  rising  rather  steeply  for  a  short 
distance,  and  then  level  to  the  railroad,  behind  the  embankment  of 
which,  at  this  point,  were  Jackson's  men.  Seeing  this  advance  of 
the  enemy,  I  repaired  at  once  to  the  interval  between  Pryor's  and 
Featherston's  brigades.  From  this  point  there  was  an  excellent  view 
of  the  field,  and  not  more  than  four  hundred  yards  distant.  The  first 
line  of  the  enemy  advanced  in  fine  style  across  the  open  field.  There 
was  but  little  to  oppose  them.  They  were  fired  upon  by  our  pickets  and 
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sknmishers  ;  but  they  continued  to  advance,  and,  ascending  the  rise 
above  referred  to,  came  within  full  view  of  Jackson's  line,  and  were 
here  received  with  a  terrific  fire  of  musketry,  at  short  range.  They 
hesitated  for  an  instant,  recoiling  slightly,  and  then  advanced  to  near 
the  embankment.  Twice  did  I  see  this  line  advance  and  retire,  ex 
posed  to  a  close  and  deadly  fire  of  musketry.  Seeing  a  second  line  is 
suing  from  the  woods  upon  the  field,  I  was  in  the  act  of  ordering  a 
battery  to  be  placed  in  a  position  to  fire  upon  them,  when  a  battery 
was  directed  by  the  Major  General  commanding  to  fire  upon  them  ; 
this  battery  being  near  the  turnpike,  in  an  excellent  and  commanding 
position.  The  fire  of  this  battery  was  most  opportunely  delivered 
upon  this  advancing  line  of  the  enemy.  They  were  caught  in  the 
open  field.  The  effect  of  every  shot  could  be  seen.  A  rapid  fire  of 
shot,  shell,  and  spherical  case,  delivered  with  admirable  precision, 
checked  their  advance.  As  the  shells  and  spherical  case  would  burse 
over,  in  front,  and  near  them,  their  ranks  would  break,  hesitate  and 
scatter.  This  artillery  fire  alone  broke  regiment  after  regiment,  and 
drove  them  back  into  the  woods.  Seeing  these  successive  lines  and 
regiments  of  the  enemy  checked  and  finally  driven  back,  and  yet  their 
front  line  quite  close  upon  Jackson's  line,  thus  leaving  an  interval  of 
more  than  six  hundred  yards  between  them  and  the  broken,  retreating 
lines,  I  ordered  Gen.  Featherston  to  move  his  brigade  by  the  flank,  rap 
idly  down  the  slope  in  his  front,  and  thus  take  in  rear,  or  intercept 
the  retreat  of  the  enemy  that  were  so  closely  engaged  with  Jackson. 
This  order  was  repeated  three  times,  and  in  the  most  positive  and  per 
emptory  manner;  but  it  was  not  obeyed.  At  length  the  front  lino 
of  the  enemy,  sadly  thinned  by  the  close  fire  of  Jackson's  men  behind 
the  railway  bank,  broke  and  fell  back  with  great  precipitancy  and  dis 
order,  followed  by  a  portion  of  Jackson's  troops.  Featherston  now 
descended  the  slope  in  his  front,  and  joined  in  the  pursuit  across  the 
open  field.  Pryor's  brigade  was  aUo  ordered  to  follow  rapidly. 

The  fleeing  enemy,  under  cover  of  the  woods,  endeavored  to  re 
form,  and  to  contest  the  field  with  us;  but  our  men,  inspirated  by  their 
success,  eagerly  rush  forward,  scarcely  halting  to  deliver  their  fire. 
The  Federals  are  forced  to  continue  their  hurried  retreat.  The  wood 
through  which  the  enemy  fled,  some  six  or  seven  hundred  yards  wide, 
are  at  length  crossed,  and  a  second  field  of  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
wide  is  in  our  front.  The  surface  of  this  field,  beginning  near  the 
woods,  ascends  slightly,  and,  then  descending  somewhat  further, 
rises  again  higher  than  it  is  near  the  woods.  .In  the  edge  of  this  field, 
I  directed  my  command  to  halt  for  a  few  minutes  to  reform  line,  they 
having  become  broken  and  somewhat  scattered,  from  their  rapid  pur 
suit  of  the  enemy,  and  traversing  the  thick  woods.  While  my  men 
were  reforming,  I  rode  to  the  crest  of  the  ridge  in  front  of  me,  and 
saw  two  entire  regiments  descending  rapidly  into  the  valley.  The 
time  lost  in  reforming  my  men  enabled  these  retreating  regiments  to 
gain  shelter  in  the  woods  on  the  far  side  of  the  field.  It  is  proper 
that  I  should  state  that  the  field  in  which  my  command  was  now  be 
ing  formed,  was  swept  by  a  brisk  artillery  fire,  about  twelve  hundred 
yards  distant,  the  men  being  but  indifferently  protected  by  the  ridge 
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in  front.     This  fire  was  borne  by  the  men  with  great  coolness,  no  dis 
order  or  embarrassment  being  perceptible. 

Being  now  occupied  in  forming  the  command  for  an  advance  across 
the  field  into  the  woods,  where  the  enemy  had  retreated,  and  for  the 
attack  upon  the  batteries  to  our  right  and  front,  that  were  delivering  a 
most  annoying  fire  upon  us,  I  was  ordered  by  the  Major  General  com 
manding,  to  move  with  my  brigade  to  the  light  of  the  turnpike  to  the 
support  of  General  Hood.  I  now  directed  General  Pryor,  who  was 
near  me,  to  confer  with  General  Featherston,  and  to  indicate  to  him 
my  plans  for  the  further  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  For  information  aa 
to  the  services  of  these  two  brigades  in  the  subsequent  part  of  the 
action,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  their  respective  command 
ers  herewith  enclosed.  In  obedience  to  the  orders  above  mentioned, 
I  marched  my  brigade  to  the  right  of  the  turnpike,  and  advanced  on 
that  side. 

In  all  of  this  change  o^osition,  (in  all  more  than  two  miles,)  the 
brigade  was  exposed  to  a  Leavy  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  at 
two  different  parts  of  the  field,  I  had  to  bear  off  to  the  rear  so  as  not 
to  obstruct  the  fire  of  our  own  artillery.  This  caused  some  little  de 
lay  in  my  advance.  On  the  right  of  the  turnpike,  the  enemy  seemed 
to  have  been  driven  back  even  faster  and  further  than  on  the  left. 
Seeing  no  person  to  tell  me  where  General  Hood  was  engaged,  I  con 
tinued  to  advance  as  rapidly  as  possible,  frequently  at  double-quick 
time,  and  in  the  direction  of  the  most  advanced  and  heaviest  firing. 
At  length  having  crossed  a  deep  ravine,  and  risen  to  the  summit  of 
the  ascent  on  the  far  side,  the  portion  of  the  field  where  the  mus 
ketry  fight  was  then  going  on,  was  in  close  proximity,  it  being  in  a 
skirt  of  woods  bordering  a  small  stream,  not  three  hundred  yards  dis 
tant.  To  reach  this,  there  was  an  open  level  fieli,  and  then  a  short 
and  abrupt  descent  to  the  stream.  "While  crossing  this  field,  we  were 
exposed  to  a  close  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy  from  a  battery  in  front 
of  where  our  men  were  then  engaged.  In  addition  to  this,  two  brig 
ades  cf  the  enemy's  infantry,  who  wero  approaching  obliquely  the 
field  where  the  musketry  fire  was  then  raging,  reaching  the  crest  of  a 
hill,  and  seeing  my  brigade  moving  to  the  same  point,  halted  and 
fired  a  volley  deliberately  at  my  men,  but  at  near  five  hundred  yards 
distant.  They  fired  one  after  the  other  ;  the  leading  brigades  moved 
to  the  rear  after  firing  through  the  intervals  of  the  second.  The  balls 
in  each  came  near,  but  inflicted  a  trifling  loss,  only  two  or  three  men 
wounded  slightly.  It  w,as  now  late,  sundown.  My  men  crossed  the 
little  stream  near  which  the  fight  was  then  still  raging,  passed  through 
the  woods  skirting  it,  and  then  changed  direction  to  the  left,  so 
as  to  occupy  the  same  line  that  our  troops  were  then  occupying.  They 
"were  then  thrown  into  the  woods,  and  cautioned  to  be  care!  ul  not  to 
fire  upon  our  own  men,  who  were  then  engaged.  My  men  entered 
•where  Wright's  brigade  had  been  engaged,  and  near  where  General 
Toombs  had  been  engaged.  This  was  the  first  time  that  my  men  had 
been  engaged  in  close  musketry  fight  on  the  right  of  the  turnpike. 
TThe  fighting  here  was  soon  over,  but  the  musketry  fire  was  of  the 
heaviest  kind  while  it  lasted.  The  firing  continued  till  after  dark  for 
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more  than  a  half  hour,  and  then  gradually  ceased.  The  artillery  con 
tinued  to  fire  after  the  musketry  had  ceased,  but  by  half-past  eight 
o'clock  it  had  all  ceased*  My  brigade  bivouacked  at  this  point  of 
the  field,  which  was  the  most  advanced  point  reached  by  our  infantry, 
and  near  the  hill  where  Bee  and  Bartowfeil,  on  the  21st  July,  1861, 
the  first  battle  of  Manassas. 

The  list  of  casualties  of  the  three  brigades  having  been  previously 
forwarded,  it  will  suffice  to  state  that  the'  entire  loss  of  killed,  wounded 
and  missing  was  three  hundred  and  thirty,  (four  missing.) 

In  closing  this  report,  I  beg  to  assure  the  Major  General  command 
ing,  that  both  men  and  officers  of  my  brigade  behaved  in  a  manner 
highly  creditable  to  them.  I  will  only  bring  to  his  favorable  notice 
in  this  report  the  four  regimental  commanders  of  the  brigade,  viz : 
Major  Williams,  commanding  ninth  Alabama  ;  Major  Herbert,  eighth  ; 
Captain  Saunders,  eleventh,  and  Major  Caldwell,  tenth  Alabama.  It 
will  be  seen  that  there  was  no  field  officer  of  higher  rank  than  Major, 
and  of  those  but  three. 

To  my  personal  staff,  Captain  Walter  E.  Winn,  A.  A.  General,  and 
Lieutenant  M.  M.  Lindsey,  nineteenth  Mississippi,  my  thanks  are  es 
pecially  due  for  their  willingness  and  promptness  in  rendering  their 
services  at  all  times  during  the  engagement. 

I  would  also  bring  to  your  favorable  notice  private  J.  C.  Causey,  of 
the  third  Virginia  cavalry,  my  courier,  who  received,  late  in  the  ac 
tion,  (after  dark,)  a  painful  wound  on  the  head,  from  a  piece  of  shell, 
while  carying  an  order  to  one  of  my  regiments. 

The  enclosed  reports  of  Generals  Featherston  and  Pryor,  will  bring 
to  your  notice  such  instances  of  men  and  officers  in  their  brigades  as 
are  deserving  of  commendation. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  WILCOX, 
Brigadier  General  commanding,  <£c.,  £c. 


BRIGADIER  GENERAL  FRENCH'S  REPORT  OF  HIS 
NIGHT  ATTACK  ON  THE  SHIPPING  AND  CAMP  OF 
GENERAL  McCLELLAN. 

HEADQUARTERS,  PETERSBURG,  VA.,  August  31,   186.3. 

General  D.  II.  HILL, 

Commanding  Department  of  North    Carolina  : 

GENERAL:  Numerous  causes  have  prevented  ray  sending  you  a 
report,  ere  this,  of  an  attack  on  the  shipping  and  camp  of  General 
McClellan,  by  the  expedition  under  my  command,  on  the  night  of  the 
31st  of  July  last. 

On  the  morning  of  July  29th,  you  directed  me  to  have  the  brigades 
commanded  by  Colonels  Manning  and  Daniel  ready  to  move  the  fol- 
'lowing  night.  But  when  I  had  an  interview,  that  evening  at  ten,  P. 
M.,  you  directed  me  to  have-  them  move  at  seven  o'clock  the  next 
morning,  together  with  six  batteries  of  field  artillery.  All  started  at 
the  hour  named,  and,  according  to  instructions,  halted  at  a  saw  mill, 
some  seven  miles  distant,  on  the  road  to  Coggings  Point.  I  left  Pe 
tersburg  at  ten,  A.  M.,  and,  on  arriving  at  the  mill,  found  you,  iii 
company  with  General  VV.  N.  Pendleton,  of  the  artillery,  who  had 
marched  there,  under  your  orders,  in  command  of  thirty-two  field 
guns  and  four  siege  pieces. 

Although  you  had  on  the  day  previous  shown  me  General  Lee's 
letter  suggesting  that  I  would  have  charge  of  the  expedition,  it  was 
there  for  the  first  time  made  known  to  me  that  you  designed  the 
attack  to  be  made  at  night,  and  showed  me  some  sketches  of  Coggin's 
Point,  a  sort  of  peninsula,  round  which  the  James  river  sweeps, 
diminishing  its  width  to  about  a  thousand  yards,  and  directly  oppo 
site  to  which  is  Harrison's  landing.  Beyond  this  landing  were  large 
encampments  of  the  enemy,  his  shipping  extending  above  and  below 
for  a  distance  of  two  miles.  No  time  could  be  lost ;  so,  in  company 
with  General  Pendleton  and  some  of  his  field  officers,  I  proceeded  to 
examine  the  ground  and  select  positions  for  the  guns,  and  observe 
the  enemy.  This  reconnoissance  occupied  us  until  about  nine  o'clock 
and  caused  a  delay  in  the  advance  of  the  artillery.  On  our  return 
we  met  the  advance  guns  and  ordered  them  to  be  halted,  and,  at  the 
suggestion  of  General  Pendleton,  I  determined  to  report  to  you  that 
an  attack  could  not  be  made  that  night,  chiefly  because  the  night  was 
far  advanced,  the  darkness  intense,  and  that  many  of  the  officers  who 
would  command  batteries  had  not  examined  the  ground,  the  roads, 
nor  the  shipping  they  designed  to  fire  on,  and  many  pieces  of  artil 
lery  were  far  in  the  rear.  1  found  you  at  the  Merchant's  Hope  church, 
where  you  had  posted  the  two  brigades  of  infantry.  In  company 
with  General  Pendleton,  I  explained  to  you  the  necessity  of  delaying 
the  attack.  You  expressed  apprehensions  of  a  failure  if  not  made  at 
once,  believing  our  position  and  force  would  be  discovered  by  tha 
enemy  on  the  morrow,  and  then,  announcing  that  the  expedition 
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under  my  command,  informed  ine  you  would  return  to  Petersburg. 
The  balance  of  the  night  was  mostly  passed  in  placing  the  different 
batteries  in  the  shelter  of  the  woods,  to  prevent  them  being  seen  by 
reconnoissances  from  the  balloons  of  the  enemy ;  thus  it  was  four, 
A.  M.,  before  the  men  or  horses  got  any  rest.  The  tetter  to  secure 
success,  I  found  it  necessary  to  order  the  particular  part  that  each 
command  was  to  perform  ;  and  directed  that  the  officers  of  artillery, 
who  were  to  command  guns,  should  be  sent  to  pass  over  the  intricate 
roads,  the  difficult  grounds,  and  examine  the  sites  selected  for  the 
batteries  and  erect  stakes  to  direct  the  fire  of  their  guns  at  night, 
according  to  the  position  of  the  enemy.  The  ground  not  admitting 
the  advantageous  use  of  all  the  guns,  some  seventy  in  number,  it  was 
deemed  best  to  leave  the  lighter  ones  behind.  All  being  in  readiness, 
and  finding  the  enemy  had  not  discovered  us  from  reconnoissances  in 
their  balloon,  at  four,  P.  M.,  Colonel  Brown  proceeded  to  Maycok's 
farm,  opposite  Westover,  with  twelve  guns  ;  Colonel  Coleman  followed 
to  Coggin's  Point,  with  eight  twelve-pounder  howitzers  ;  Major  Nel 
son,  with  eight  guns,  to  a  position  on  his  left,  higher  up  the  bank  of 
the  river;  Colonel  Cutts,  with  eleven  long-range  guns,  £till  above 
Major  Nelson ;  and  Captains  Dabney  and  Milledge  were,  each  with 
two  siege  guns,  to  take  position  a  fourth  of  a  mile  below  the  dwelling 
of  Mr.  Iluffin,  making  forty-three  guns  in  all.  As  night  approached, 
thousands  of  lights  from  the  shipping  and  their  tents  disclosed  the 
objects  for  attack.  The  guns  were  silently  conducted  over  the  diffi 
cult  ground  and  winding  roads,  and  before  twelve  all  the  guns  were  in 
position,  (except  two  siege  guns  under  charge  of  Captain  Milledge,) 
awaiting  action.  Silence  as  profound  as  the  darkness  of  the  night 
reigned  in  the  enemy's  camp.  At  a  signal,  the  thunder  of  over  forty 
guns  startled  them  from  their  midnight  slumbers.  From  the  screams, 
scenes  of  wild  confusion  must  have  followed,  as  sailors  rushed  on 
the  decks  of  their  vessels  and  soldiers  fled  from  their  tents  in  mid 
night  darkness,  amidst  bursting  shells,  falling  fast  around  them.  The 
gunboats  soon  returned  the  fire,  and  in  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes  a  rapid  fire  was  opened  on  us  from  their  land  batteries,  but 
without  any  damage,  many  of  the  shots  passing  over  the  whole  length 
of  the  point  or  peninsula.  The  red  glare  of  the  fire  of  so  many  guns 
and  exploding  shells,  on  such  a  night,  is  seldom  witnessed.  Gradu 
ally  the  firing  on  our  part  ceased,  and  the  guns  were  withdrawn, 
under  a  heavy  fire.  The  rain,  the  difficulty  of  seeing  the  roads  at 
all,  and  the  exposed  position  of  the  peninsula,  induced  us  to  leave 
the  caissons  behind,  with  the  baggage  wagons,  and  thus  the  number 
of  rounds  to  be  fired  vas  limited;  over  a  thousand  were  fired  on  our 
part.  What  damage  we  inflicted  on  their  vessels  and  their  camps 
probably  will  never  be  made  known,  but  considering  that  many  of  the 
guns  were  within  from  a  thousand  yards  to  a  mile  of  the  transport?, 
and  that  behind  them  was  one  vast  encampment,^  could  not  have 
been  otherwise  than  destructive.  Subsequent  information  from  de 
serters,  and  prisoners,  and  friends,  place  the  men  killed  at  over  forty, 
and  of  their  horses  a  greater  number.  Many  transport  steamers  ap 
peared  in  Norfolk  greatly  damaged  shortly  after  the  attack.  Our  loss 


234 

from  the  enemy  was  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded.  Three  men 
were  wounded  by  the  careless  and  premature  discharge  of  one  of  our 
guns,  and  two  men  slightly  injured  by  the  overturning  of  a  gun  in 
the  road.  I  am  indebted  to  General  Pendleton  and  the  officers  under 
him  for  the  Careful  and  successful  execution  of  the  parts 'assigned 
them.  Colonels  Manning  and  Daniel's  brigades,  and  Major  Ross,  of 
the  second  Georgia  battalion,  at  Ruffin's  bouse,  protected  the  whole 
of  the  attack.  General  Ransom's  brigade  guarded  the  City  Point 
road  seven  miles  from  Petersburg.  Major  A.  Anderson,  Lieutenant 
C.  D.  Myers,  Captain  J.  A.  Baker,  Lieutenant  Shingleur,  Captain 
Overton  and  Lieutenant  .Storrs,  members  of  my  staff,  rendered  valua 
ble  services.  Of  the  command,  exposed  to  fire,  all  behaved  well, 
except  some  privates  belonging  to  the  siege  pieces.  I  enclose  the 
report  of  General  Pendleton. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  FRENCH,  - 
Brigadier  General. 


• 

BRIGADIER    GENERAL   PENDLETON'S    REPORT   OF   HIS 
NIGHT  ATTACK  ON  ENEMY'S  SHIPPING. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  CORPS,      ) 
Near  Petersburg,  August  9,  1862.  \ 

Brigadier  General  S.  G.  French, 

Commanding  Expedition  : 

GENERAL:  The  report  of  our  operations  m  attacking  the  enemy's 
shipping  near  Coggin's  Point,  on  the  night  of  the  31st  July,  which  I 
now  have  the  honor  to  submit,  has  been  delayed  by  the  absence,  on 
other  duty,  of  one  of  the  officers  from  whom  it  was  necessary  to  obtain 
some  important  facts. 

General  Lee,  having  intimated  to  me,  on  Monday  28th  July,  his 
wish  to  effect  something  against  the  enemy's  boats  by  artillery  on  this 
side  of  Jj^mes  river,  and  my  services  having  been  tendered  and  ac 
cepted  for  conducting  the  expedition,  I  detailed  from  the  reserve  artil 
lery  und'er  my  command,  near  Richmond,  a  force  deemed  sufficient 
for  the  service,  and  placed  it  en  route  for  Petersburg  early  on  Teus- 
day,  29th. 

This  force  consisted  of  certain  batteries  and  sections  of  batteries 
from  Colonel  Brown's  artillery  regiment.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cutt's 
and  Major  Nelson's  artillery  battalions,  in  all  thirty -two  field  pieces 
and  two  heavy  rifles  or  seige  carriages,  manned  by  Captain  Dabney, 
with  the  men  and  horses  of  Captain  Milledge's  artillery  company, 
from  Major  Richardson's  battalion,  to  operate  two  other  large  rifles 
transported  by  railroad. 

The  command  reached  Petersburg  by  sunset,  July  29th.  General 
D.  H.  Hill  commanding,  having  been  reported  to  early  in  the  day,  by 
telegram,  and  later  by  a  member  of  my  staff  sent  forward  for  the 
purpose,  we  encamped  that  evening  a  short  distance  beyond  the 
city  on  the  Suffolk  road.  About  midnight  a  dispatch  from  General 
Hill  was  brought  me,  indicating  Coggin's  Point  as  our  destination, 
and  directing  me  to  have  my  command  ready  to  march  early  the  next 
morning.  Meantime,  Major  Allen,  of  Claremont,  arrived  at  Mr. 
Ware's,  where  1  was  lodging,  and  gave  rne  information,  deemed  valua 
ble,  respecting  the  river  and  the  shipping.  This  we  proceeded,  very 
early  on  the  30th,  to  submit  to  General  Hill.  We  had,  however,  set 
out  and  preferred  not  halting  for  a  conversation,  and  as  Major  Allen's 
duty  lay  in  a  different  direction  we  could  make  but  slight  use  of  his 
knowledge. 

The  infantry  force  and  several  batteries  brought  by  General 
Hill,  and  the  artillery  under  my  command,  reached  Perkinson's  saw 
mill,  some  seven  miles  below,  by  ten  o'clock,  and  there  halted.  With 
in  an  hour  or  two  you  arrived,  and  we  were  informed  that  the  fleet, 
&c.,  was  to  be  attacked  the  approaching  night,  and  that  you  were  to 
superintend  the  expedition. 
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After  some  consultation  it  was  determined  to  move  the  whole  force 
forward  about  two  miles,  and  there  leave  wagons  and  caissons.  Colonel 
Brown  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman  were  detailed  with  certain 
batteries,  to  proceed  to  Wood's  Point  or  to  Claremont,  if  necessary 
and  practicable.  The  other  guns  were  to  be  taken  by  their  proper 
commanders,  when  notified,  to  positions»which  adequate  reconnois- 
eance  might  indicate  as  best.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cutt's,  Major  Nel 
son  and  Captain  Dabney  were  summoned  to  accompany  yourself  and 
myself,  attended  by  one  or  two  members  of  each  staff,  on  this  recon- 
noissance. 

The  tour  proved  laborious  and  perplexing.  The  enemy's  shipping 
lay  crowded  before  us ;  but  positions  were  difficult  of  access,  and  a 
night  approach  required  great  care.  In  consequence,  several  hours 
of  the  night  had  passed  before  notice  to  advance  could  be  given  the 
batteries.  In  the  haste  and  dark,  a  mistake  occurred  also  respecting 
the  force  for  Colonel  Brown.  This  led  to  additional  delay,  and  I  be 
came  satisfied  the  movement  was  too  much  hurried  and  confused  for 
success  that  night. 

This  judgement  was  concurred  in  by  all  my  field  officers,  and  I  was 
hnppy  to  find  it  sanctioned  by  yourself,  so  soon  as  communicated. 
We  therefore  resolved  to  waive  further  proceeding,  and  report  to  Gen 
eral  Hill,  who  kindly  acquiesed,  though  much  disappointed,  and  an 
ticipating  failure  the  next  night  from  the  probable  disclosure  of  our 
movement  to,  and  preparation  for  it  by,  the  enemy  the  ensuing  day. 

By  the  time  our  force  was  replaced  in  position  not  to  be  seen  from 
the  enemy's  balloon,  when  it  should  go  up  in  the  morning,  day  had 
dawned,  and  no  rest  or  refreshment  had  yet  been  taken  by  men  or 
horses. 

In  the  early  forenoon  of  the  Slat,  General  Hill,  having  returned 
to  his  more  comprehensive  duties  in  Petersburg,  and  committed  the 
expedition  to  us,  you  issued  instructions  for  a«systematic  co-operation 
on  the  part  of  infantry  and  all,  towards  success  that  night,  and  I 
sketched  and  submitted  to  the  artillery  officers  an  exact  programme 
for  their  proceeding. 

Colonel  Brown-  was  to  take  to  Major  Cock's  twelve  guns,  viz  :  four 
ten-pounder  Parrott  rifles,  two  Napoleons,  four  twelve-pounder  -how 
itzers  and  two  six-pounders,  under  Captains  Watson  and  Macon,  and 
Lieutenants  Thurmond  and  Pegram.  He  was  to  move  by  four,  P.  M., 
.so  as  to  approach  his  position  about  dusk. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman  was  to  take  to  Coggin's  Point,  on  its 
right,  eight  twelve-pounder  howitzers,  under  Captains  Dance  and 
Joseph  Graham,  and  Lieutenant  Griffin. 

Major  Nelson  also  to  take  to  Coggin's  Point,  on  its  left,  eight  guns, 
viz  :  two  ten-pounder  Parrctt  rifles,  two  three-inch  rifles,  two  twelve- 
pounder  howitzers  and  two  six-pounders,  under  Captains  Huckstep 
and  R.  C.  M.  Page,  and  Lieutenant  Woadruff. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Cutts,  to  a  point  considerably  further  on  the 
left,  eleven  long-range  guns,  viz :  eight  Parrott  rifles,  two  three-inch 
rifles  and  one  Napoleon,  under  Captains  Lane  and  Ross,  and  Lieu-* 
tenant  Robertson. 
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Captain  Dabney  (Major  Lewis  not  having  then  arrived  to  command 
the  heavy  battery)  to  a  position  still  further  back  on  the  left,  near 
Mr  Ruffin's  residence,  the  four  large  rifles,  to  be  operated  by  Captain 
Milledge  and  himself. 

The  field  ,and  company  officers  assigned  each  position,  were  directed 
to  make,  as  carefully  as  possible,  special  examinations  of  their  re 
spective  localities,  and  to  adjust  guide-posts  for  pointing  their  guns. 

By  six,  P.  JM.,  the  column  was  in  motion,  utmost  silence  being  en 
joined  upon  all.  Dark  came  early  and  was  very  intense,  by  reason 
of  general  cloud  and  rain,  yet  through  this  and  along  the  difficult 
route,  the  whole  moved  successfully,  under  the  skillful  guidance  of 
patriotic  citizens  familiar  with  the  region. 

At  midnight  the  signal  gun  was  to  fire.  It  was,  however,  half-past 
twelve  before  all  was  ready  at  Coggin's  Point,  where  my  own  posi 
tion  had  been  chosen.  Then,  just  after  the  cry  from  the  enemy's 
sentries,  "  All's  well  ! "  the  fire  was  ordered,  and  the  whole  line  in 
stantly  pealed  forth,  in  all  the  terribleness  of  midnight  surprise. 
Lights  were  glimmering  on  ship-board  along  the  entire  shore  oppo 
site  ;  yet  .in  the  river  and  the  camp  beyond,  the  stillness  of  sleep  pre 
vailed.  To  be  compelled,  resisting  outrage,  to  meet  our  fellow  men  in 
deadlj  shock,  cannot  but  be,  under  any  circumstances,  painful  to  a 
Christian  mind.  Especially  is  the  trial  glorious  when  we  must  be 
slain  by,  or  slay,  those  who  were  so  lately  our  countrymen,  but  who 
having  trampled  upon  our  righ'ts,  now  seek  to  desolate  our  homes,  ap 
propriate  our  soil,  kill  off  our  young  men,  degrade  our  women,  and 
subdue  us  into  abject  submission  to  their  will,  because  we  claim,  un 
der  our  own  government,  exemption  from  their  insults  and  their 
control  And  still  more  distressing  to  find  it  requisite  towards  con 
tributing  to  avert  the  ruin  threatened  by  malignant  millions,  thus  to 
send  the  sleeping,  however  unprepared,  to  their  great  account.  But 
painful  as  it  is,  just  as  it  is,  to  snatch  life  from  an  assassin,  whose  arm 
is  uplifted  against  our  best  beloved,  most  sacred  is  the  duty ;  as  such 
was  this  attack  made,  the  issue  being  committed  to  unerring  wisdom. 

Such  considerations  imparted  a  mournful  solemnity  to  the  scene, 
where  so  many  sudden  flashes,  through  thick  darkness,  and  multiplied 
reverberations  startling  profound  stillness,  constituted  elements  of 
grandeur  rarely  combined.  Not  to  give  the  enemy  time  to  bring  to 
bear  against  us,  in  so  exposed  a  position,  many  of  his  powerful  guns 
from  his  boats  or  his  land  batteries,  I  had  limited  the  nearest  pieces 
to  twenty  rounds  each,  and  those  more  remote  on  the  right  and  left 
to  thirty  rounds.  These  were  generally  fired,  making,  probably,  one 
thousand  shots  in  all,  and  the  pieces  limbered  and  quietly  taken  to 
the  rear. 

When  we  had  been  firing  about  fifteen  minutes,  large  shells  began 
to  be  returned  from  the  other  side,  some  apparently  from  gunboats 
and  some  from  the  land ;  but  with  scarcely  any  damage  to  us.  The 
two  guns  of  Captain  Dance,  most  of  all  exposed,  having  been  taken 
down  a  ravine  to  the  river's  edge,  within  six  or  eight  hundred  yards 
of  a  number  of  vessels,  were,  under  admirable  management,  with 
drawn,  without  a  scratch,  after  firing  their  allotted  rounds.  Nor  was 
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Injury  received  from  the  enemy  at  a  single  one  of  our  field  guns.  A 
good  many  shells  flew  over  us,  and  seemed  well  aimed  along  the  gen 
eral  course  we  had  to  take.  But  they  passed  beyond,  or  fell  short, 
or  when  the  ground  turned  us  to  the  right  or  left,  they  deviated  the 
other  way.  These  occurrences  and  the  remarkable  fact,  that  just 
when  nearing  the  enemy,  our  batteries  hafl  to  pass  a  rocky  hill,  likely 
.  to  occasion  great  noise,  the  heaviest  rain  fell  and  drowned  the  rattling 
of  wheels,  &c.,  made  upon  many  the  salutary  impression  that  a  kind 
Providence  favored  our  enterprise. 

Fortj-one,  out  of  the  forty-three  guns  enumerated,  were  brought 
Into  action.  It  being  deemed  imprudent  to  crowd  more  in  the  space, 
and  the  two  heaviest,  intended  to  act  'with  Captain  Dabney's  long 
rifles,  Captain  Milledge  having  found  it  impracticable  to  get  suffici 
ently  early  into  position. 

The  casualties  we  suffered  were  as  follows:  At  one  of  Captain  Dab 
ney's  large  guns,  by  an  exploding  shell  of  the  enemy,  one  man  killed 
and  two  wounded,  and  three  horses  slightly  injured.  In  Captain  It. 
C.  M.  Page's  battery,  by  their  own  carelessness,  from  their  own  fire, 
three  men  were  wounded  ;  and  at  one  of  Lieutenant  Thurmond's  guns,, 
by  its  overturning  in  the  road,  two  men  wounded.  In  all,  one  killed 
and  seven  wounded. 

The  amount  of  injury  inflicted  upon  the  enemy  we  could  not  accu 
rately  estimate.  Though  from  the  known  range  of  our  guns,  the 
'care  taken  in  adjusting  them,  and  the  great  number  of  objects  at 
which  to  direct  fire,  less  than  serious  damage  could  scarcely  have  re 
sulted.  Statements  apparently  reliable,  have  also  reached  us,  derived 
from  the  admissions  of  the  enemy,  that  more  than  twenty  of  their 
vessels  were  considerably  injured,  and  thirty  or  forty  men  and  fifcy 
liorses  killed.  How  near  this  is  to  the  truth  I  cannot  judge. 

Every  officer  behaved  TV  ell,  and  nearly  every  man,  and  the  entire 
enterprise  was  really  a  signal  success. 

Rarely  has  difficulty  been  overcome  on  so  large  a  scale  under  so 
much  risk,  with  so  little  to  regret.  This,  while  to  be  gratefully  at 
tribute  1  to  the  favor  of  Divine  Providence,  should  also  be  credited  to 
the  exemplary  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged.  Colonel 
Brjwn,  Lieutenant  Colonels  Cutts  and  Celeman,  and  Major  Nelson, 
who  directed  the  operations  of  their  respective  commands,  the  com 
pany  officers  who  skillfully  seconded  their  efforts,  the  medical  and 
other  members  of  my  staff,  and  the  men  who,  with  persistent  care  and 
courage,  did  the  work,  are  well  entitled  to  praise  for  what  was 
achieved. 

By  dawn,  August  1st,  my  whole  command  was  far  enough  back  to 
take  a  few  hours'  rest,  well  earned  and  much  needed.  When  thus 
sufficiently  refreshed  to  march  again,  we  moved,  in  compliance  with 
orders  from  yourself,  to  the  neighborhood  of  Petersburg,  where, 
awaiting  another  opportunity,  we  have  since  remained. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brig.  General  and  Chief  of  Artillery, 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER   GENERAL    HAMPTON    OF  OPE 
RATIONS  IN  THE  RECENT  ADVANCE  OF  ENEMY.' 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE  CAVALRY, 

August  10,  1862.     , 

Major  FITZHUGH,  A.  A.  G. : 

MAJOR  :    I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for   the  information  of  the 
Major  General  commanding,  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
my  brigade,  on  the  recent  advance  of  the  enemy,  together  with  the 
reports  of  the  Colonels  under  my  command  : 

At  half-past  twelve,  A.  M.,  August  5th,  Colonel  Young  notified 
me  that  he  had  received  information  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy  in 
front  of  Colonel  Baker,  and  that  they  were  apparently  advancing.  I 
sent  this  courier  immediately  to  General  Toombs  and  despatched  ano 
ther  to  endeavor  to  procure  accurate  information  as  to  the  move 
ments  of  the  enemy.  This  latter  returned  before  daylight,  confirming 
fully  the  report  of  the  first  and  bringing  the  additional  informa 
tion  from  Colonel  Baker  that  the  enemy  were  in  strong  force  of  all 
arms.  This  courier  was  sent  forthwith  to  give  his  report  to  General 
Toombs  also,  and  I  then  ordered  out  the  reserves  of  Cobb's  legion  to 
proceed  with  them  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Baker ;  but  as  I  was 
about  to  leave  my  quarters,  having  previously  despatched  a  courier  to 
Major  General  Longstreet,  conveying  all  the  information  in  my  pos 
session,  I  heard  the  enemy  open  fire  on  the  artillery  and  infantry 
stationed  at  Malvern  Hill.  I  rode  at  once  to  the  quarters  of 
General  Toombs  and  communicated  the  intelligence  to  him,  suggest 
ing  to  him  the  propriety  of  reinforcing  his  troops  on  the  hill.  I  told 
him  that  if  he  would  take  reinforcements  to  the  hill,  and  would  let  me 
have  some  artillery,  I  would  attack  the  enemy  in  the  rear  near  Crew'a 
house.  This  was  agreed  on,  and  proceeding  with  the  Cobb  legion  and 
Moody's  artillery,  I  gained  the  position  from  which  General  Magru- 
der  had  attacked  the  enemy  on  the  1st  July  ultimo.  On  reaching 
this  point,  I  found  the  enemy  on  the  same  ground  occupied  by  him 
in.  the  battle  of  the  1st  of  last  month,  whilst  the  troops  which  had 
been  stationed  on  Malvern  Hill  were  retreating.  Fearing  for  my 
rear  guard  and  having  only  three  pieces  of  artillery,  with  two  small 
squadrons  of  cavalry,  I  withdrew  to  our  main  lines.  During  that  day 
1  held  the  enemy  in  strict  observance,  but  had  no  opportunity  to 
strike  at  him.  Our  picket  lines  were  established,  and  well  maintained. 
On  the  7th,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Lee  to  reconnoitre  on  the  right 
flank  of  the  enemy  with  my  command.  This  was  done  as  the  infan 
try  advanced  in  front.  I  proceeded  through  Gatewood  farm  to  Car 
ter's  mill.  The  enemy  had  retreated  and  a  few  stragglers  were  fallen 
in  with.  My  personal  observation  was  confined  to  the  right  and  cen 
tre  of  my  line,  as  I  was  unable  to  leave  these  positions  during  the 
two  days'  operations.  I  must,  therefore,  refer  you  to  the  report  of 
Colonel  McGruder  for  information  as  to  the  occurrences  on  the  left, 
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•where  lie  was  stationed.  I  can  confirm  the  reports  of  Colonels  Baker 
and  Young  from  my  own  personal  knowledge  of  all  the  facts  stated. 
I  neglected  to  state  that  whilst  consulting  with  General  Toombs  in 
the  morning,  a  courier  brought  to  me  news  of  the  attack  on  the  hill 
and  a  request  to  the  General  from  one  of  his  officers  there  for  rein 
forcements.  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  very  efficient  manner 
in  which  Colonel  Baker  maintained  his  picket  line,  and  to  the  timely 
information  he  furnished  us  as  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  This 
information  was  always  promptly  communicated  by  Lieutenant  Early 
and  these  officers  both  proved  themselves  watchful  and  energetic. 
The  report  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  McGruder  has  not  yet  been  sent  in, 
though  it  has  been  called  for.  It  shall  be  forwarded  you  as  soon  as  it 
reaches  me.  Since  the  infantry  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  picket 
line  the  enemy  have  made  constant  demonstration  against  me.  These 
have  always  been  promptly  met  and  our  lines  have  been  maintained. 
Of  course  the  position  cannot  be  held  by  cavalry  alone  against  a  se 
rious  attack,  but  orders  have  been  given  to  hold  it  as  long  as  possible. 
I  incline  to  the  belief  that  the  enemy  are  withdrawing  and  I 
strongly  recommend  a  forced  reconnoissance  with  infantry,  artillery, 
and  cavalry.  This  is  entirely  practicable.  Referring  you  for  details 
to  the  accompanying  reports, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
WADE  HAMPTON, 

Brigadier  General. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL   HAMPTON  OF   OPE 
RATIONS  AFTER  RECROSSING  THE  POTOMAC. 

HEADQUARTERS  HAMPTON'S  BRIGADE,  Oct.  21,  1862. 
To  Major  General  Stuart : 

GENERAL:  The  enclosed  report  of  General  R.  E.  Lee,  in  reference 
to  the  late  advance  of  the  enemy  on  Martinsburg,  has  just  met  my 
eye,  and  I  beg  most  respectfully  to  call  your  attention,  and,  through 
you,  that  of  the  General  commanding,  to  the  injustice  which,  unin 
tentionally  no  doubt,  has  been  done  to  the  brigade  I  have  the  honor  to 
command.  The  report  says  :  "  General  Hampton's  brigade  had  retired 
through  Martinsburg  on  the  Tuscarora  road,  when  General  Stuart 
arrived  and  .made  disposition  to  attack."  This  phraseology  implies 
that  the  enemy  had  advanced  on  Martinsburg  through  my  lines,  and 
had  driven  in  my  brigade.  The  following  statement  will  show  that 
such  was  not  the  case.  As  you  are  aware,  my  line  extended  oh  the 
Potomac,  from  Black  creek  to  the  mouth  of  the  Opequon.  When 
General  Lee  joined  me,  upon  consultation  with  Colonel  Lee  (who  was 
in  command  of  the  brigade  the  day  before  the  advance  of  the  enemy) 
he  said  that  if  his  pickets  were  driven  in,  he  would  make  a  stand  at 
Williamston's  cross  roads,  and,  if  forced  to  retire,  would  fall  back  to 
the  stone  bridge,  which  he  would  hold  to  the  last  extremity.  On  the 
morning  of  the  1st  October,  a  courier  from  Colonel  Lee  informed  me 
that  the  enemy  were  advancing  on  him,  and,  soon  after,  another  courier 
notified  me  that  Colonel  Lee  had  fallen  back  to  the  cross  roads.  Ex 
pecting  an  attack  upon  my  own  picket  line,  I  ordered  my  brigade  to 
be  ready  to  move,  and  I  sent  a  few  men  from  the  provost  guard  toward 
the  stone  bridge  to  procure  information  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  In  a  short  time  they  returned,  and,  to  my  great  surprise, 
informed  me  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  bridge,  and,  in  a  few 
moments  they  appeared  between  me  and  the  town,  not  more  than  six 
hundred  yards  from  the  latter.  This  forced  me  to  recall  my  squadron, 
and  to  send  the  gun  into  town,  the  only  position  in  which  it  was  avail 
able.  Placing  my  guns  in  position  here,  I  ordered  my  wagons  to  go 
by  the  Romney  road  (as  I  had  agreed  with  Colonel  Lee  to  do)  to 
Darksville.  The  first  North  Carolina,  with  t-vo  guns,  was  sent  as  an 
escort  for  the  wagons  and  to  hold  the  Winchester  road,  where  the 
csoss  road  intersected  it,  in  case  I  should  have  to  fall  back.  Afcer 
my  wagons  had  all  got  off,  and  messages  had  been  sent  to  bring  in  my 
pickets,  (all  of  whom  had  to  retire  by  Hedges ville,  as  the  enemy  had 
got  completely  in  their  rear,)  I  withdrew  my  two  remaining  guns  from 
the  town,  as  I  was  very  unwilling  to  draw  the  fire  of  the  enemy  upoa 
the  village,  and  placed  them  in  position  on  a  hill  commanding  both 
the  Winchester  and  Tuscarora  and  Romney  roads,  and  between  the 
two.  All  of  the  brigade,  except  the  first  North  Carolina  regiment  and 
the  squadrons  on  picket,  was  drawn  up  as  a  support  to  their  guns  oa 
the  Tuscarora  road,  in  advance  of  the  camp  of  the  North  Carolina 
16 
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sad  South  Carolina  regiments.  From  this  position,  I  wrote  to  Colonel 
Lee  telling  him  that  we  could  retake  the  town,  and  the  letter  was  given 
to  one  of  his  pickets,  who  failed  to  send  it  to  the  Colonel.  As  soon 
68  I  found  the  enemy  retiring,  I  ordered  up  my  command  before 
receiving  any  order  from  yourself.  My  brigade  went  with  Lee's  to 
Flag's  mill,  and  were  then  sent  to  re-establish  their  picket  line, 
wlhile  a  section  of  my  artillery  proceeded  to  within  two 'miles  of 
Bhepherdstown,  the  last  position  from  which  Lee's  artillery  fired  that 
eight.  -This  is  a  full  statement  of  this  affair  as  far  as  my  brigade  was 
concerned,  and  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  Colonel  Lee,  who  will,  I  am  sure, 
corroborate  the  facts  as  far  as  they  relate  to  his  brigade.  I  do  not 
attach  any  blame  to  him  that  the  positions  he  had  designated  to  hold 
were  not  held,  nor  that  his  pickets  did  not  give  me  any  notice  of  the 
tpproach  of  the  enemy.  I  simply  state  the  facts  that  none  of  my 
pickets  were  driven  in.  That  the  enemy  did  not  advance  on  any  road 
tinder  my  supervision  ;  and  that  they  were  within  six  hundred  yards 
of  the  edge  of  the  town,  on  the  Shepherdstown  road,  before1 1  was 
aware  of  their  proximity.  I  then  took  position  in  front  of  my  camp, 
end  held  it  till  ray  pickets  were  withdrawn.  In  justice  to  my  bri 
gade.  I  beg  that  you  will  transmit  this  statement  to  the  General  com- 
niianeling.  I  did  not  make  a  report  to  you  because,  though  I  had  been 
placed  in  a  most  critical  position  by  the  failure  of  Colonel  Lee's 
picket's  to  communicate  with  me,  still  I  met  with  no  loss,  and  I  did 
net  desire  to  appear  to  attach  any  blame  to  Colonel  Lee.  This  waa 
especially  the  case  after  he  had  so  frankly,  in  your  presence,  apolo 
gised  to  me  for  the  failure  of  the  plan  of  operations  we  had  agreed 
on.  Nor  do  I  wish  to  detract  from  any  commendation  you  have 
fcestowed  on  Lee's  brigade.  My  only  object  is  to  vindicate  my  own. 
Hoping  that  you  will  excuse  the  minuteness  of  my  statement. 
I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

JBrigadicr  General. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  B.  T.  JOHNSON  OF   SECOND  VIR 
GINIA  BRIGADE". 

Captain  TALIAFERRO,  A.  A.   G.9 

Taliaf arrows  Division  t  Army  of  the   Valley  :  ' 

CAPTAIN  :   I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on   Wednesday,   August 
27th,  1862,  my  command,  the   second   brigade  of  this   division,  con 
sisting  of  the  twenty  first,  forty-seconl  and  forty-eighth  Virginia  and 
first  Virginia  battalion,  with  two  batteries,   tnirched  from   Mmassas 
Junction  about  dark.     The  forty-eighth   and  forty -second   Virginia 
had  been,  during  the  day,  on  picket  on  the   Blackburn's    Ford   and 
Union  Mill  road.     Marching  by  the    Sudley    road    and   pissing  the 
Ohinn  house,  I 'reached  the  Warren  ton   roid   after   midnight.     I  was 
then  ordered  by  Brigadier  General  Taliiferro,  commanding  division,, 
to  proceed   with  my  command    down    the    Warrenton    road,  towards. 
Gainesville,  and  picket  and  hold  it  and  a  road  cutting   it  at  Grorveton 
at  right  angles,  and  which  led  from  the  Junction  also  to  Sudley  ford. 
I  did  so,   holding   Groveton    as   my   reserve,   throwing   out   pickets 
towards  Manassas  and  down  tho  turnpike,  and  pushing  Captain  George- 
R.  Gaither's  troop,  first  Virginia  cavalry,  which   I   found   on   picket 
before  I  reached  the  position,  some  halF  a   mile  in   front  of  me,  with 
videttes  still  further  before  him.     Shortly  after  daylight,  he  reported 
to  me  a  cavalry  force   advancing  from   Gainesville,  and    soon    after 
himself  brought  in  a  courier,  captured  by   him,  bearing   a   despatch; 
from  M«jor  General  McDowell  to  Major   General   Sigel.     I   immedi 
ately  sent  the  courier  and  despatch  to   Brigadier  General   Taliaferro> 
and  Major  General  Jackson,  and  a  short  time  after   ordered  Captain, 
Gaither  to  report  to  Mnjor  General  Jackson   in   person  the   contents 
of  the  despatch.     Executing  this  order  in  the  direction  of  ManassMS, 
he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  I  lost  his  services,  which   were   valuable. 
The  intercepted  despatch  was  an  order  from  Major  General  McDowell 
to  Major  General  Sigel  and  Brigadier   General  Reynolds,  conveying, 
the  order  of  attack   on    Manassas   Junction.     Sigel    was   ordered  to 
inarch  on  that  point  from  Gainesville,  with   his  right   resting  on  the 
Manassas  Gap  railroad  ;   Reynolds,  moving  also  from..  Gainesville,  to< 
keep  his  loft  on  the  Warrenton  road  ;   and  another  division   was  or 
dered  to  move  in  support  of  the  two,   in    rear,  en  echelon    to    each.. 
Finding,  then,  I  should  have  a  superior  force  on  me   in  a  short  time,. 
I  ordered  Major  John  Seddon,  first  Virginia  battalion,  with  his  com 
mand  and  the  forty  eighth  Virginia,  to  take  position  on  the  road  from 
Groveton  toward  Manassas,  to  guard  against  any  flank   movement  oa 
me  from  thence.     The  forty-second  Virginia,  Captain   Penn,  I  threw 
forward  as  skirmishers,  and  held  the    twenty-first,   Captain  Witcher,. 
to  support  the  only  two  pieces  of  rifled    artillery    I  had,    which   had 
been  placed  under  my  command   by    Colonel    Brien,  first  Virginia 
cavalry.     My  own  being  smooth   bore,  I  held  it   in  reserve  and  in 
rear.     Riding  forward,  I  got  on  a  high  hill,  to  the  right  of  tho 
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and  discovered  the  enemy  in  force,  their  skirmishers  pushing  rapidly 
on  me.  I  instantly  brought  up  the  rifled  pieces  and  forty-eighth, 
and,  after  a  race,  heat  the  enemy  to  the  hill  and  opened  on  them,  driv 
ing  in  their  cavalry  and  skirmishers ;  but  finding  them  place  several 
guns  in  position,  which  they  served  with  rapidity  and  accuracy,  and 
pressing  their  infantry  on  me,  I  called  in  Major  Seddon,  and,  with 
his  reinforcement,  determined  to  hold  the  hrll,  which  was  the  key  of 
the  surrounding  country.  This  I  did,  and  drove  off  the  advance 
down  the  Warrenton  road ;  but,  after  some  time,  discovered  them  on 
my  extreme  left  towards  Manassas.  Thus  obliged  to  retire,  I  did  so, 
towards  Groveton,  where  I  received  an  order  from  Brigadier  General 
Taliaferro  to  report  to  him.  Before  I  could  do  so,  Major  General 
Stuart  ordered  me  to  take  position  in  a  skirt  of  woods  near  by,  and  to 
the  west.  In  the  afternoon,  I  discovered  the  enemy's  train  passing 
to  the  left,  towards  Manassas,  and  opened  upon  it  with  two  pieces 
very  briskly.  Further  progress  was  stopped  for  them  over  that  road. 
Being  ordered,  then,  by  Major  General  Jackson  to  report  to  my 
command,  I  started  in  that  direction,  but  being  pushed  by  the  ene 
my's  cavalry  and  skirmishers,  I  ordered  the  forty-eighth  Virginia, 
Lieutenant  V.  Dabney,  to  drive  them  back,  which  was  done  quickly 
and  gallantly. 

That  night,  by  General  Jackson's  order,  I  held  the  crossing  of  the 
Sudley  road  over  the  old  railroad,  and  at  daylight,  being  so  ordered, 
rejoined  the  division,  then  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Starke, 
Brigadier  General  Taliaferro  having  been  wounded  the  previous 
evening.  By  him  I  was  ordered  to  clear  the  woods  we  had  just  left, 
'but  into  which  the  enemy's  skirmishers  had  lodged.  I  directed  Lieu 
tenant  Dabney,  with  the  forty-eighth  to  do  so,  and  then  sent  Captain 
"VVitcher,  with  the  twenty-first  to  support  him.  They  did  their  work 
at  once  and  well.  Our  line  of  battle  was  then  formed, .  facing  the 
east,  parallel  to  the  Warrenton  road,  fronting -it,  and  to  the  left  of  it ; 
Ewell's  division  being  on  my  left  and  Starke's  brigade  on  my  right. 
This  place  was  not  attacked  until  the  afternoon.  Our  line  was  on  the 
crest  of  a  ridge  covered  with  timber,  and  in  front  of  the  wood,  in  the 
open  ground,  was  the  embankment  in  one  place  and  the  cut  in  an 
other,  according  as  the  ground  lay,  of  an  unfinished  railroad.  In  the 
afternoon,  the  enemy  carried  the  embankment  to  my  left,  and  while  I 
was  trying  to  rally  some  men,  not  of  my  command,  came  close  on 
sue  and  between  my  command  and  the  railroad  cut.  The  men  were 
lying  down  at  the  time  in  ranks,  concealed ;  and,  unexpected,  I  or 
dered  a  charge,  and,  with  a  yell,  the  second  brigade  went  through 
them,  shattering,  breaking  and  routing  them.  The  struggle  was 
brief,  but  not  a  man  faltered,  and,  with  closed  ranks,  their  rush  was 
irresistible.  They  drove  the  enemy  into  the  railroad  cut  and  out  of 
it.  Just  then  Brigadier  General  Starke  came  gallantly  heading  tho 
fourth  brigade,  and  tegether  we  went  after  the  flying  foe.  In  a  skirt 
of  woods  in  front  a  battery  was  attempting  to  cover  their  rally,  but 
Major  Seddon  and  the  Irish  battalion  wrested  a  three-inch  rifle  gun 
from  them  and  bore  it  off.  The  fourth  brigade  secured  another.  The 
forty-second  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  capturing  the  colors  of  the 
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attacking  brigade,  which  wag  "  Sickles'  Excelsior,"  having  run  over 
them  after  the  enemy.     The  flag  was  taken  up  by  the  fourth  brigade, 
^and  I  do  not  claim  it  for  the  forty-second.     Returning  to  the  first  po 
sition,  we  held  it  that  night. 

The  next  day,  Saturday,  the  30th,  the  division  was  formed  on  the 
same  ground,  but  in  order — third,  first,  second,  fourth,  placing  my 
brigade  on  precisely  the  satne  ground  it  heM  on  Friday.  During  the 
morning,  the  enemy  sullenly  felt  along  our  line  at  long  range,  with 
his  artillery,  occasionally  making  feints  with  infantry,  which  did  not 
seem  to  be  pressed  with  vigor,  and  it  was  difficult  to  understand 
whether  he  was  whipped  or  not.  He  however  took  possession  of  Grove- 
ton,  from  which  Hood  had  driven  him,  and  the  skirt  of  woods  which 
we  had  carried,  where  Major  Seddon  captured  the  gun  the  preceding 
evening.  I  could  see  that  some  movements  were  being  made  in  that 
skirt  of  woods  as  early  as  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  during  the  day 
had  frequent  reports  made  to  me  to  that  "effect.  I  therefore  placed 
the  forty-second,  Captain  Penn,  in  the  railroad  cut ;  and  having  as 
signed  Captain  Goldsborough,  of  the  late  first  Maryland,  my  old  com 
mand,  who  was  serving  with  me  as  a  volunteer,  to  the  forty-eighth, 
as  adjutant,  pufrit  in  a  copse  which  ran  at  right  angles  from  the  rail 
road,  and  the  right  of  the  forty-second,  and  fronted  the  woods  in 
which  the  enemy  were  obviously  making  some  movement.  These  po 
sitions  overlooked  the  enemy  everywhere,  and,  being  very  strong,  were 
the  ones  I  had  determined  to  take  and  hold,  if  attacked.  The  twenty- 
first  and  Irish  battalion  I  held  in  reserve,  concealed  in  the  woods  on 
the  hill,  carefully  instructing  the  officers,  at  the  order,  to  charge  with 
out  firing  a  shot. 

'About  four,  P.  M.,  the  movements  of  the  enemy  were  suddenly  de 
veloped  in  a  decided  manner.  They  stormed  my  position,  deploying 
in  the  woods  in  brigade  front,  and  then  charging  in  a  run,  line  after 
line,  brigade  afcer  brigade,  up  the  hill,  on  the  thicket  held  by  the 
forty-eighth,  and  the  railroad  cut  occupied  by  the  forty-second.  But 
as  they  uncovered  from  the  wood  in  which  they  had  been  massing  dur 
ing  the  whole  day,  I  ordered  the  twenty-first  and  Irish  battalion  Jo 
charge, which  they  did  with  empty  guns.  I  halted  ihem  under  the  shelter 
of  the  cut,  where,  with  the  forty-second,  they  held  back  the  enormous 
force  pressing  up  the  hill  on  them.  Lieutenant  Dabney  had  unfortu 
nately  been  wounded  early  in  the  day,  and  Captain  Goldsborough, 
whom  I  had  ordered  to  take  command,  had  fallen  by  my  side  in  the 
charge,  leaving  the  forty-eighth  without  a  superior  officer  with  them, 
and  they  were,  consequently,  soon  driven  out  by  the  tremendous  odds 
against  them.  But  for  a  short  time  the  three  regiments  above  named, 
viz:  the  forty-second,  twenty-first  and  Irish  battalion  by  them 
selves,  breasted  the  storm,  driving  back  certainly  twenty  (20)  times 
their  number.  As  soon  as  their  position  was  known,  the  rest  of  the 
division  came  to  their  support,  except  the  third  brigade,  which,  under 
-Colonel  Taliaferro,  was  employed  in  whipping  a  division  by  itself. 
Before  the  railroad  cut  the  fight  was  most  obstinate.  I  saw  a  Fede 
ral  flag  hold  its  position  for  half  an  hour,  within  ten  yards  of  a  flag 
of  .one  of  the  regiments  in  the  cut,  and  go  down  six  or  eight  times ; 
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and  after  the  fight,  a  hundred  dead  were  lying  twenty  yards  from  tho 
cut,  some  of  them  within  twenty  feet  of  it.  The  men  fought  until 
their  ammunition  was  exhausted,  and  then  threw  stones.  Lieutenant 
Lewis  Randolph,  of  the  battalion,  killed  one  with  a  stone,  and  I  saw 
him  afterwards  with  his  skull  fractured.  Dr.  Richard  P.  Johnson,  on 
my  volunteer  staff,  having  no  arms  of  any  kind,  was  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  this  means  o£  offence  from  the  beginning.  As  line  after 
line  surged  up  the  hill  time  after  time,  leifup  by  their  officers,  they 
were  dashed  back  on  one  another,  until  the  whole  field  was  covered 
with  a  confused  mass  of  straggling,  running,  routed  Yankees.  They 
failed  to  take  the  cut.  The  battle  of  the  left  wing  of  the  army  was 
over,  and  the  vshole  of  Jackson's  corps  advanced  about  a  mile,  its 
right  on  the  Warrenton  road,  toward  the  stone  bridge,  facing  Bull 
Run.  I  was  not  further  engaged  that  day. 

On  Sunday,  we  crossed  Sudley  ford,  and  that  night  bivouacked  on  the 
Aldie  road,  and  on  Monday,  September  1st,  was  ordered  by  Brigadier 
General  Staike  to  hold  the  read  leading  from  Chantilly  to  Centreville. 
Taking  a  position  about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  Centreville, 
I  threw  out  the  twenty-first  Virginia,  Captain  Witcher,  holding  half 
of  it  in  reserve,  and  advancing  the  residue  as  skkmishers.  They 
exchanged  shots  all  day  with  the  enemy's  cavalry,  who  dismounted 
and  engaged  them.  Having  only  orders  to  observe  the  largo  force 
which  was  apparent  at  Centreville,  and  hold  it  from  attacking  our 
flank,  which  was  moving  up  towards  Germantown,  Captain  Witcher 
was  contented  to  drive  back  the  dismounted  cavalry.  After  sundown, 
Brigadier  General  Dray  ton  relieved  me,  and  I  rejoined  the  division. 

Tuesday  morning,  September  2d,  the  column  marched  beyond 
Dranesville,  and  bivouacked.  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  it  passed 
through  Leesburg.  Friday,  it  crossed  the  Potomac  at  White's  ford, 
Montgomery  county,  Maryland,  and  thence  forded  the  Monocacy  at 
the  old  glass  works,  and  camped  by  the  Three  Springs,  Lear  Buck 
eye's  town.  On  Saturday,  it  entered  Frederick,  and  encamped  on 
Norman's,  to  the  north.  Being  ordered  by  General  Starke  to  take 
command  of  the  city  with  the  brigade,  I  put  it  in  camp  in  the  bar 
rack's  enclosure,  and  ordered  Lieutenant  Lewis  Randolph,  of  the  bat 
talion,  on  duty,  as  provost  marshal.  Directly  after  I  was  relieved 
from  the  brigade,  Brigadier  General  J.  R.  Jones,  its  commander,  hav 
ing  reported  for  duty.  My  brief  connection  with  the  brigade  pre 
vents  me  doing  justice,  individually,  to  the  officers  and  men,  a  few  of 
•whom  I  was  acquainted  with  personally.  Major  Seddon.  first  Vir 
ginia  battalion,  distinguished  himself  by  his  gallantry.  On  Saturday, 
having  been  quite  ill,  I  advised  him  to  go  to  the  rear,  and  he  declin 
ing,  I  ordered  him  to  do  so.  On  his  way  back,  he  fell  in  with  Gene 
ral  Fender's  brigade,  and  headed  it  with  General  Pender  during  the 
fight.  Captain  Henderson,  who  succeeded  him  in  command  of  tho 
battalion;  Captain  Witcher,  of  the  twenty- first;  Captain  Perm,  of 
the  forty-second;  Lieut.  V.  Dabney,  of  the  forty-eighth,  all  behaved 
as  became  good  soldiers  and  gallant  gentlemen.  Lieutenant  Dunn, 
A.  A.  General,  was  conspicuous  in  the  performance  of  duty  on  the 
march  and  in  battle.  Captain  Goldsborough  and  Lieutenant  Booth, 
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my  volunteer  aids*,  were  both  wounded,  and  Dr.  R.  J.  Johnson,,  also  vol 
unteer  aid,  had  his  horse  twice  shot  on  two  different  days.  As  lean- 
not  name  all  who  merit  notice,  not  knowing  their  names,  I  can  only 
say,  that  every  officer  and  min  in  the  brigade  may  well  be  proud  of 
the  manner  in  which  each  and  every  one  conducted  himself  in  the 
second  battle  of  Manassas.  I  cannot  forbear  giving  but  scant  justice 
to  a  gallant  soldier,  now  no  more.  It  was  my  fortune  during  the  two 
days  of  the  battle,  during  which  he  commanded  the  division,  to  foa 
thrown  constantly  in  contact  with  Brigadier  General  Starke.  The 
buoyant  dash  with  which  he  led  his  brigade  into  a  most  withering  fire 
on  Friday,  though  then  in  command  of  the  division,  the  force  he 
showed  in  the  handling  of  this  command,  the  coolness  and  judgment 
which  distinguished  him  in  action,  made  him,  to  me,  a  marked  m%ft, 
and  I  regretted  his  early  death  as  a  great  k>ss  to  the  army  and  the 
cause. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BRADLEY  T.  JOHNSON, 
Odond  commanding  %d  Virginia  Brigade, 


REPORT  BRIGADIER   TRIMBLE   OF  BATTLE   OF   HAZEL 

RIVER. 

MORSE'S  NECK,  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA,  ) 
January  30,  1803.  > 

Lieutenant  General  T.  J.  JACKSON, 

Commanding  Second  Army  Corps  on  Rappakannock : 

GENERAL:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  this  date,  I  furnish 
ft  report  of  the  operations  of  ray  (seventh)  brigade  on  the  22d  August, 
1862,  in  the  battle  of  Hazel  River.  About  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  that 
day,  I  was  left  with  orders  from  General  R.  S.  Ewell,  to  station  my 
brigade  about  a  mile  distant  from  the  ford  on  Hazel  River,  near  Well- 
ford's  mill,  where  the  army  crossed.  The  object  of  my  force  was  to  pro 
tect  the  flank  of  our  wagon  train  from  the  enemy,  who  had  moved  up  the 
north  Bide  of  the  Rappahannock  almost  simultaneously  with  our  forces. 
About  twelve,  M.,  I  received  information  that  the  enemy  (Sigel's  divis 
ion)  had  thrown  a  force  across  the  river  to  our  side,  and  soon  after 
learned  that  they  had  surprised  our  wagon  train  and  captured  some  am 
bulances  and  mules.  I  immediately  sent  the  twenty-first  Georgia  regi 
ment,  Captain  Glover,  to  recover  the  property  and  drive  off  the 
enemy.  In  this  he  was  successful,  and  besides  captured  some  pri 
soners,  from  whom  I  received  some  important  information,  viz  :  that 
the  enemy  had  thrown  one,  if  not  two,  brigades  across  the  river,  to 
annoy  us  on  the  march.  As  General  Ewell's  division  was  five  or  six 
miles  in  advance  and  General  Longstreet's  division  the  same  distance 
in  the  rear,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  hold  my  brigade  on  the  defensive, 
ttitd  endeavor  to  protect  the  trains.  I  accordingly  disposed  the  three 
regiments  (my  only  force)  so  as  best  to  effect  this  object.  The  enemy 
made  no  further  attempts  to  molest  .us.  During  the  afternoon,  by 
reconnoisance  and  verbal  information,  I  ascertained  the  position  of 
the  forces  thrown  across  the  river,  and  decided  to  attack  them  as  soon 
R«  the  advance  of  General  Longatreet  (Hood's  brigade)  should  reach 
my  position  to  support  me,  if  necessary.  At  four,  P.  M.,  General 
Hood  arrived,  when  I  directed  him,  as  the  troops  came  up,  to  occupy 
coy  position,  and  hold  them  in  readiness  to  support  me  should  I  send 
for  aid.  I  at  once  advanced  towards  the  enemy's  position,  skirmishers 
well  in  front,  who  soon  met  those  of  the  enemy  and  drove  them  back 
on  their  main  force,  which  I  noticed  was  placed  in*  such  a  position  as 
permitted  them  to  be  flanked  on  the  right  and  left  by  a  surprise.  The  r 
fifteenth  Alabama,  Major  Louther,  and  twenty-first  Georgia,  Captain 
Glover,  were  ordered  on  the  enemy's  flank,  by  a  slight  detour,  unob 
served,  while  the  twenty-first  North  Carolina,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Fulton,  advanced  under  my  immediate  command  in  the  centre.  After 
ft  sharp  conflict  with  the  twenty-first  North  Carolina,  the  enemy  were 
driven  back  to  the  hills  on  the  river,  where  they  made  another  stand. 
At  this  point,  supported  by  their  artillery  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  they  made  an  effort,  by  blowing  of  trumpets,  beating  of 
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drums  and  cheers,  to  en6ourage  their  men  to  charge.  The  command 
was  given,  "  Drive  them  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet."  Our  men  boldly 
advanced,  with  enthusiastic  cheers,  and  drove  the  opposing  forces  into 
the  river  and  across  it,  in  great  disorder  to  seek  protection  in 
General  Sigel's  camp  and  under  his  guns,  which  opened  a  furious 
discharge  against  us  without  serious  injury.  Our  men  pursued  them 
closely  and  slaughtered  great  numbers  as  they  waded  the  river  or 
climbed  up  the  opposite  bank.  The  water  was  literally  covered  with 
the  dead  and  wounded.  Over  one  hundred  prisoners  were  captured, 
and  among  the  dead  was  found  one  colonel.  Deeming  it  useless,  in 
the  absence  of  my  artillery,  to  continue  the  contest  longer,  after  half 
au  hour's  occupation  of  the  battle-ground,  I  retired,  unmolested,  and 
encamped  a  mile  and  a  half  distant,  leaving  General  Hood,  who  had 
taken  no  part  in  the  contest,  to  look  after  the  enemy.  The  battle 
lasted  two  hours,  during  which  time  we  drove  the  enemy  one  mile.  I 
can  speak  with  pride  and  admiration  of  the  admirable  spirit  displayed 
by  the  brigade,  which  went  into  action  with  that  determination  and 
valor  which  had  often  before  aided  to  secure  victory.  It  is  specially 
due  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fulton,  of  the  twenty-first  North  Carolina, 
that  I  should  mention  the  conspicuous  gallantry  with  which  he  took 
the  colors  and  led  his  regment  to  the  charge  ;  and  to  the  important 
services  rendered  by  Captain  W.  0.  Hall,  A.  A.  G.,  and  Lieutenant 
W.  D.  McKim,  aid,  in  assisting  me  to  dispose  the  regiments  for  tho 
attack.  I  think  proper,  also,  to  name  Frank  Champion,  my  mounted 
orderly,  for  the  display  of  intelligence  and  activity  in  the  field  in 
carrying  orders  and  obtaining  information.  In  this  sharp  encounter 
the  enemy  certainly  outnumbered  our  forces  two  or  three  to  one.  and 
certainly  lost  ten  to  one  in  their  killed  and  wounded  and  prisoners. 
Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  forty-seven,  among  them  no  field 
officers  or  captains. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K,  TRIMBLE, 
Brigadier  General. 


REPORT   OF   BRIGADIER    GENERAL    TRIMBLE    OF  OAF- 
TURE  OF  MANASSAS  JUNCTION. 

CHARLOTTESVILLE,  January  6,  1863. 
Lieutenant  General  T.  J.  JACKSON  : 

GENERAL:  In  compliance  with  your  request,!  report  the  operation? 
of  my  brigade  in  the  execution  of  your  order  to  me  on  the  evening 
of  the  26th  of  August  last  to  capture  Manassas  Junction  : 

Your  order  was  received  about  nine  o'clock,  that  night,  after  a  lone 
and  fatiguing  march  of  the  army  from  Salem  to  Bristoe  Station.  1 
immediately  put  two  regiments  in  motion,  the  twenty-first  North 
Carolina,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fulton,  and  the  twenty- 
first  Georgia,  commanded  by  Major  Glover,  in  all  about  five  hundred 
men,  (my  third  regiment  was  left  at  Bristoe,)  and  proceeded  with  them 
to  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  Manassas,  where  we  halted  in  con 
sequence  of  the  brisk  discharge  of  fire-arms  in  our  front,  caused  by 
an  encounter  of  a  part  of  General  Stuart's  cavalry  with  a  party  of  th»? 
enemy's  pickets.  I  informed  General  Stuart  of  my  intention  to  attack 
Manassas  Junction,  and  requested  his  aid  with  the  cavalry  which  ho 
had  then  with  him.  Throwing  forward  skirmishers  in  advance  of  the. 
regiments,  I  proceeded  cautiously  in  order  of  battle,  the  night  being 
very  dark.  We  met  with  no  opposition  until  within  half  a  mile  of 
the  cluster  of  houses  at  the  Junction,  when  discharges  of  artillery 
rapidly  repeated,  were  delivered  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  in  the 
direction  of  our  force.  From  a  want  of  knowledge  of  our  position, 
this  fire  did  us  but  little  injury.  I  then  disposed  of  one  regiment  on 
the  north  side  of  the  railroad  and  the  other  on  the  south  side  ;  my  aid. 
Lieutenant  McKim,  being  posted  on  the  track  with  directions  to  regu 
late  the  advance  of  the  Georgia  regiment  by  that  of  the  North  Caro 
lina,  which  latter  advanced  under  ray  immediate  orders.  These  dis 
positions  being  made,  I  gave  orders  to  advance  rapidly,  skirmishers 
being  well  in  front,  until  we  had  approached  within  one  hundred  yard?, 
of  the  batteries,  which  continued  their  tire,  one  on  the  north  and  the 
other  on  the  south  of  the  railroad.  Here  I  halted  and  issued  watch 
words  and  responses,  that  our  men  might  recognize  each  other  in  case 
of  a  mingled  encounter  with  the  enemy.  The  position  of  the  batteries 
on  either  side  of  the  railroad  having  been  ascertained  pretty  acurately, 
the  word  was  given,  "Charge  !"  when  both  regiments  advanced  rapidly 
and  firmly,  and  in  five  minutes  both  batteries  were  carried  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet.  Sending  an  officer  to  the  north  side  of  the  railroad  to 
ascertain  the  success  of  the  Georgia  regiment,  he  could  not  immedi 
ately  find  them  and  cried  out,  "H'jlloa,  Georgia,  where  are  you  ?"  The 
reply  was  "Here  !  all  right !  we  have  taken  a  battery."  "So  have  we," 
was  the  response,  whereupon  cheers  rent  the  air. 

As  soon  as  an  examination  could  be  made,  it  was  ascertained  that; 
each  of  the  two  batteries  contained  four  field  pieces,  horses,  equip 
ments  and  ammunition  complete.  Over  three  hundred  prisoners  were 
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taken,  an  immense  quantity  of  commissary  and  quartermaster's  stores, 
and  a  large  train  loaded  with  promiscuous  army  supplies,  just  arrived 
from  Alexandria,  and  about  two  hundred  horses,  independent  of  those 
belonging  to  the  artillery.  Over  two  hundred  negroes  were  also  re 
captured.  In  this  successful  issue  of  the  night's  work  I  had  no  as 
sistance  from  artillery  or  from  any  part  of  General  Stuart's  cavalry, 
a  regiment  of  which  arrived  some  time  after  the  attack  was  made,  and 
commenced  an  indiscriminate  plunder  of  horses.  General  Stuart 
himself  did  not  arrive  until  seven  or  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

As  I  had  ascertained  that  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  was  at  Cen- 
tre'ville  and  another  force  hourly  expected  by  railroad  from  Alexan 
dria,  and  as  at  any  moment  an  attempt  might  be  made  to  retake  tho 
place,  I  kept  the  two  regiments  under  arms  all  night.  Reporting  our 
success  at  General  Jackson's  headquarters  at  Bristoe,  I  asked  that 
reinforcements  should  be  sent  to  me  without  delay  ;  these  arrived  soon 
after  daybreak,  and  were  disposed  so  as  to  repel  any  attack  of  the 
enemy.  Guards  were  placed  over  the  buildings  and  cars  containing 
public  stores,  and  no  depredations  whatever  were  committed  by  the 
men  of  my  regiments,  who  were  continued  under  .arms  the  whole  of 
the  night  and  all  the  next  day  without  relief.  It  was  with  extreme 
mortification  that,  in  reporting  to  General  A.  P.  Hill  for  orders,  about 
ten  o'clock,  I  \\itiiessed  an  indiscriminate  plunder  of  the  public  stores, 
cars  and  sutler's  houses  by  the  army  which  had  just  arrived,  in  ^vhich 
General  Hill's  division  was  conspicuous,  setting  at  defiance  the  guards 
I  had  placed  over  the  stores. 

Before  concluding  this  report  I  must,  in  justice  to  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  two  regiments,  express  the  high  admiration  I  entertain 
for  the  good  conduct  arid  gallantry  which  they  displayed  throughout 
the  whole  affair.  When,  under  the  exhaustion  of  a  long  march,  they 
were  told  that  Manassas  was  to  be  captured  that  night,  every  man  set 
out  with  cheerful  alacrity  to  perform  the  service,  and  when  ordered 
to  charge  the  batteries,  that  act  was  done  with  a  coolness  and  intre 
pidity  seldom  surpassed  ;  especially  as  they  could  not  know  what 
numbers  were  opposed  to  them,  and,  in  the  night,  from  what  direction 
the  danger  would  come.  The  force  of  my  two  regiments  was  less  than 
five  hundred  men,  the  number  of  the  enemy  captured  was  about  three 
hundred  ;  but  their  whole  force  could  not  be  ascertained. 

Our  loss  was  killed,  none  ;  wounded,  fifteen  men.  The  loss  of  the 
enemy  unknown. 

As  I  have  had  frequent  occasion  before  to  speak  in  high  commenda 
tion  of  the  gallantry  of  Lieutenant  W.  D.  McKim,  my  aid-do-camp, 
so  on  this  occasion,  as  the  only  member  of  my  staff  present,  I  take 
pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  value  of  his  services  and  his  judgment 
and  coolness  in  so  trying  an  emergency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  11.  TRIMBLE,  Brigadier  General. 


REPORT  OF    COLONEL  FORNO  OF    HAYS'  BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  LOUISIANA  VOLUNTEERS,        ) 
Camp  near  Port  Royal,  Va.,  January  2,  1863.  \ 

GENERAL:  Hays' brigade,  under  my  command,  arrived  at  Bristoe 
Station,  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad,  at  six  o'clock,  P.  M., 
August  26,  1862,  and  was  ordered  to  attack  and  destroy  the  railroad 
trains  then  approaching  the  station,  they  being  supposed  to  contain 
troops.  The  duty  was  promptly  performed,  and  the  brigade  laid  on 
their  arms  until  daylight  on  the  27th,  at  which  time  I  made  a  recon- 
noisance  to  the  front  in  force,  when,  finding  the  enemy  embarking 
their  troops,  attacked  them  with  artillery  After  doing  some  damage, 
the  enemy  succeeded  in  getting  their  train  off.  I  then  returned, 
leaving  the  sixth  Louisiana  regiment,  Colonel  Strong,  on  picket  two 
miles  in  advance;  the  eighth  Louisiana  regiment,  Major  Lewis,  one 
mile  nearer  the  mam  line,  with  orders  to  Colonel  Strong,  should  the 
enemy  advance,  to  skirmish  to  the  rear  with  the  eighth,  who  were 
directed  to  destroy  the  railroad  bridge  and  as  much  of  the  track  as  pos 
sible,  and  to  retire,  in  good  order,  under  cover  of  our  artillery.  This 
duty  was  performed  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  these  two  regiments  suc 
cessfully  repulsing  two  brigades  of  the  enemy  until  their  ammunition 
was  expended,  when  I  ordered  up  the  fifth  regiment,  Major  B. 
Menger  commanding,  to  support  them ;  when,  after  a  few  discharges 
from  the  latter  regiment,  the  whole  retired  in  good  order,  as  if  on 
parade. 

One  regiment  from  General  Lawton's  brigade,  with  one  piece  of 
artillery,  supported  the  left  of  my  line,  and  did  good  service  in  repel 
ling  an  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  flank  us.  As  soon  as  our  artillery 
got  into  position,  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  fall  back  to  Manassas. 

Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  small,  that  of  the  enemy  heavy. 
Fifth,  .sixth  and  eighth  Louisiana,  and  Lawton's  brigade,  nineteen  killed 
and  thirty-one  wounded.  Enemy's  loss,  eighty  killed  and  two  hun 
dred  wounded,  many  of  whom  were  officers  of  rank,  colonels  and  other 
officers.  The  information  as  to  the  loss  on  both  sides  I  obtained  from 
Assistant  Surgeon  Strickler,  of  the  fifth  Louisiana  regiment,  he  being 
left  in  charge  of  our  wounded  The  surgeon  also  informed  me  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  total  destruction  of  the  long  bridge,  the  enemy 
•were  compelled  to  burn  a  large  amount  of  stores,  railroad  cars,  &c., 
&o.  After  twelve  o'clock  at  night  of  the  27th,  the  brigade  was  put  in 
motion,  with  orders  to  follow  General  Early ;  but,  owing  to  the  dark 
ness,  I  was  unable  to  find  him.  At  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the 
28th,  I  crossed  Bull  Run  bridge  and  joined  the  division.  After 
wards  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Early,  and,  with  his  brigade, 
support  General  Taliaferro,  but  did  not  engage.  On  the  morning  of 
the  29th,  still  under  command  of  General  Early,  occupied  the  right 
of  our  line  until  the  arrival  of  General  Longstreet,  when  we  rejoined 
our  division  in  the  centre.  At  half  past  three,  P.  M.,  29th,  was 
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ordered  to  'advance  my  brigade  by  General    Jackson,  and  soon  after 
engaged  the  enemy,  and,  after  driving  them  with   great  slaughter, 
retained  the  ground    previously  occupied  by  them.      At  about  Isix 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  was  wounded  and  taken  from  the  field,  and  turned 
over  the  command  to  Colonel  Strong,  sixth  Louisiana. 
Our  loss  was  twenty-four  killed  and  forty- one  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  FORNO, 
Colonel  Fifth  Louisiana  Regiment. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  ROBERTSON  OF  SEC 
OND  BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS. 

IK  CAMP,  NEAR  GARYSBURG,  N.   C.,  ) 
'   Octubtr  12,   1862.  J 

As  '\stant  Adjutant  General, 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Division,  A.  JV.  V.  : 

SIR  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  your  headquarters,  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  20th  of  August,  1862,  I  crossed  the  Rapidan  river  at 
Tobacco  creek  ford  with  a  portion  of  ray  brigade,  consisting  of  the 

al 


,  seventh  and  twelfth  regiments  of  Virginia  cavalry.  Encounter 
ing  the  enemy's  pickets  between  Stevensburg.    in  the  county  of  Cul- 
peper,  and  Brandy  Station,  on  the   Orange   and  Alexandria  railroad, 
in  force,  a    spirited   attack'  by    Colonel    W.    E.  Jones,  commanding 
first  Virginia  cavalry,  was  immediately  made,    driving  in  their    out 
post  to  their  reserve.     Heavy  skirmishing  on  both  sides  then  ensued, 
which  lasted  several  hours,    during    which    some    of  our  men    wore 
wounded  and  a  few  of  the  enemy's  horses  killed.     The  enemy  finally 
retired  and  was  followed  beyond  Brandy    Station,  at    which    point  a 
brigade  of  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  the  Federal  General  Bay 
ard,  was  discovered  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on  a  commanding  hill, 
evidently  determined  to  dispute  our  progress,-  and  firing  upon  my  ad 
vance  column  with  long-range   guns,  (Burnside   rifles.)     As   soon  as 
practicable  I  ordered  a  charge  and  led  the  twelfth  Virginia  regiment, 
Colonel  Ilarmari,  directly  against  the  centre  of  their   line,  while  the 
sixth  and  seventh  were  directed  against  their  flank.   The  men  charged 
gallantly,  and  after  a  brief  hand  to  hand  contest  the  enemy  was  routed, 
with  the  loss  of  several  killed  and  a  number  wounded,  cr.pt  uring  sixty- 
four  prisoners,  including  several  commissioned  officers.     Our  loss  was 
three  killed  and  thirteen  wounded.     Colonel  A.  W.  llarman  and  Cap- 
t.iin  L.  F.  Terrill  were  especially  conspicuous  during  the  engagement, 
as  .wa.*  also  Major  Von  Borcke,  aid-de-camp  to  Major  General  Stuart. 
Captain    Redman    Burke,    attached    to    division    headquarters,     wag 
woun  led  in  the  leg  while  charging  gallantly  with  the  twelfth  Virginia 
rcgi     -nt.     My  thanks  are  specially  due  to  Colonel  Jones  for  the  ad- 
lainr.  ;e  disposition  made  of  his  skirmishers  and  regiment  during  the 
eiigJi..^ment  with  the  first  main  cavalry  on  picket  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  ROBERTSON, 
Brigadier  General  commandvig  Cavalry. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  ROBERTSON  0? 
EVENTS  SUBSEQUENT  TO  SECOND  BATTLE  OF  MA- 
NASSA8. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  BRIGADE,  GARYSBUKG,  N.   C.,  > 

October  i5,   1362. 

Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Division,  A.  N.  V.  : 

SIR  :  On  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  August  Snth,  when  the  rout 
of  the  enemy  Iftd  become  general,  I  moved  my  entire  brigade  rapidly 
forward  in  order  to  press  his  left  flank,  and,  if  possible,  to  intercept 
his  retreat  in  the  direction  of  Centreville  by  way  of  the  Stone  bridge. 
Before  reaching  the  Lewis  ford,  I  observed  a  body  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  approaching  that  point  from  the  direction  of  Manassas.  As 
there  did  not  seem  to  be  more  than  a  small  squadron,  I  ordered  two 
companies  of  the  second  Virginia  cavalry,  Colonel  Munford,  to  move 
forward  and  attack  them.  The  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  when  it 
sras  ascertained  that  an  additional  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  whose 
exact  strength, owing  to  their  position,  I  could  not  make  out,  were 
concealed  under  the  crest  of  a  hill,  in  their  immediate  front.  I  then 
ordered  the  entire  second  regiment  to  the  support  of  the  squadron 
already  engaged,  which  had  been  driven  back  by  largely  superior  num 
bers.  Before  this  regiment  had  arrived  in  supporting  distance  of  the 
squadron  already  mentioned,  a  full  brigade  of  Federal  cavalry,  under 
the  command  of  General  Buford,  had  advanced  to  the  top  of  the  hill, 
where  it  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.  I  moved  forward  imme 
diately  with  the  seventh  and  twelfth  regiments  of  Virginia  cavalry  to 
reinforce  Colonel  Munford,  leaving  the  sixth,  Colonel  Flournoy,  in 
reserve.  Without  waiting,  Colonel  Munford  made  a  brilliant  and 
dashing  charge  with  his  regiment  in  line,  engaging  the  enemy  in  a 
hand  to  hand  contest,  which  lasted  until  the  twelfth  regiment  had 
almost  reached  the  scene  of  action,  when  the  f  nemy  commenced  a 
.general  and  precipitate  retreat,  being  closely  pursued  by  the  second, 
twelfth,  and  a  portion  of  the  seventh  regiment  of  Virginia  cavalry. 
Our  men  followed  beyond  Lewis  ford  as  far  as  the  Centreville  and 
Warrenton  turnpike,  when  darkness  put  an  end  to  the  pursuit,  A 
number  of  the  enemy's  dead  were  left  upon  the  field.  Colonel  Broad- 
head,  of  the  first  Michigan,  was  mortally  wounded  in  a  hand  to  hand 
encounter  with  Lieutenant  Harman,  adjutant  of  the  twelfth  Virginia 
cavalry. 

We  captured  over  three  hundred  prisoners.  Our  loss,  five  killed 
and  forty  wounded. 

The  conduct  of  the  field  officers,  as  well  as  that  of  the  men,  of  the 
•  second  Virginia  cavalry,  surpassed  all  praise.  Sergeant  Leopold, 
of  the  twelfth  Virginia  cavalry,  was  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  and 
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acted  most  gallantly   during   its   continuance.     He  was  wounded  in 
three  places. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

B.  H.  ROBERTSON, 
Brigadier  General  commanding  Cavalry, 


KEPOIIT  OF  COLONEL  THOMAS,  COMMANDING  SECOND 

BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  BRIGADE,  LIGHT  DIVISION,  >. 

October  26,  1862.  j 

M  ajor  R.  C.  MORGAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant   General,  Light  Division  : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  brigade,  on  August 
9th,  1862,  was,  by  order  of  General  Hill,  turned  from  its  line  of 
inarch  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  ordered  to  report  to  General  Jack 
son  ;  by  the  latter  was  placed  in  line,  at  rest,  in  the  border  of  a  wood  ; 
occupied  this  position  a  short  tim'3  ;  then,  by  order  of  General  Jack 
son,  reported  to  General  Hill.  By  him  the  brigule  was  placed  in  a 
wood,  with  orders  to  support  General  Early,  who  o occupied, 'at  that 
time,  the  right  of  our  line.  After  a  short  time,  by  General  Jackson, 
•it  was  ordered  to  take  position  to  the  front  and  right.  While  this. 
order  was  being  executed,  a  brigade  in  front  of  the  third  was  being 
forced  back  ;  one  regiment,  the  fourteenth  Georgia,  was  ordered  to 
support  it;  the  thirty-fifth,  forty-fifth  and  forty-ninth  Georgia  regi 
ments  occupied  the  extreme  right  of  our  line,  with  orders  to  hold  that 
position.  The  advance  of  the  enemy  was  checked,  and  this  position 
was  held  until  nearly  dark,  when  an  advance  was  ordered.  We  moved 
some  distance  through  the  field,  and  bivouacked  that  night  upon  the 
ground  previously  occupied  by  the  enemy. 

On  Thursday,  August  28th,  near  Sudley  ford,  this  brigade  was  heM 
in  reserve  by  order  of  General  Hill;  was  under  fire,  but  took  no  active 
part,  and,  after  the  enemy  gave  way,  moved  forward  and  bivouacked 
for  the  night  on  the  field.     Early  on  Friday,  August  29th,  the  mirch 
was  resumed,  with  directions  to  be  prepared  f  )r   an   attack  near  the 
railroad.     General  Gregg's  brigade  meeting  the  enemy  there,  this  bri 
gade  advanced  to  his  right,  the  regiments  being  thrown  in  successively 
until  all  became  engaged.     The  enemy  were  in  strong  position  on  the 
railroad.     We  at  once  advanced  and  drove  them  from  it.     This  posi 
tion  we  were  ordered  to  hold,  and,  if  possible,  to  avoid  bringing  on  a 
general  engagement,  and  held  it  against  several  attacks  of  the  enemy 
in  strong  for.ce  during  the  day.       In  the  afternoon,  an  overwhelming 
force  attacked  us.,  now   almost  without  ammunition,  in  front  and  on 
the  left  flanks,  and  forced   us  back   a  short   distance,  when  General 
Perfder's  brigade  advanced'promptly,  and  in  fine  order,  to  the  assistance 
of  the  third,   most  of  which  joined   General   Fender,   and,  together, 
they  drove  back  the  enemy  some  distance  beyond  our  previous  posi 
tion,  which  was  held  until  night,  the  brigade  bivouacking  on  th»e  field. 
On  Saturday,  August  30th,  we  were  ordered  to  take  position  near 
the  left  of  the  line,  which  position  was  held  during  the  day  against 
repeated  attacks  of  the  enemy  in  strong  force.     Late  in  the  afternoon, 
the  third  brigade,  with  General  Fender's  and  General  Archer's,  was 
ordered  to  move  forward  in  echelon;  the  enemy  were  diiven  back  a 
17 
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distance  of  a  mile  and-a-haif,  and  the  brigade  bivouacked  that  night 
some  distance  to  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  position  during  the  day. 

On  Monday,  September  1  st,  near  Germantown.  the  third  was  ordered 
to  the  support  of  General  Gregg's  brigade.  After  a  sharp  conflict 
with  a  body  of  the  enemy,  they  were  driven  back,  and  the  field  held 
by  our  troops  that  night. 

On  September  14th  and  15th,  this  brigade  was  ordered  to  support 
General  Fender,  then  advancing  upon  Harper's  Ferry.  ,We  were 
exposed  to  a  heavy  artillery  fire,  which  caused  some  loss,  but  took  no 
active  part,  and  had  moved  within  a  short  distance  of  the  enemy's 
works  when  they  surrendered. 

At  Shepherdstown,  on  September  20th.  we  were  placed  in  position 
on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line,  and  ordered  to  advance  towards  the 
Potomac  river.  Moving  forward,  we  took  position  commanding  the 
ford,  remained  under  a  heavy  artillery  fire  until  night,  and  were  then 
ordered  back  to  camp. 

Colonel  R.  W.  Folsom,  fourteenth  Georgia  regiment,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  J.  R.  Manning,  forty-ninth  Georgia  regiment,  and  Major  W. 
L.  Grice,  forty-fifth  Georgia  regiment,  led  their  commands  with  a 
skill  and  gallantry  highly  honorable  to  them.  Major  Lewis  Ginter, 
Lieutenant  Win.  Norwood,  of  the  staff,  and  Lieutenant  John  Tyler, 
acting  aid-de-camp,  performed  their  duties  with  gallantry  on  the  field, 
and  I  take  this  occasion  to  acknowledge  their  valuable  services  to  me. 

With  few  exceptions,  the  -officers  and  men  of  this  command  con 
ducted  themselves  on  the  field  in  a  manner  highly  honorable  to  them. 
Their  courage,  their  cheerful  obedience  to  orders,  and  their  patient 
endurance  of  hardships,  cannot  be  commended  too  highly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major,  with  highest  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  L.  THOMAS, 
Colond  commanding  breads. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  ARCHER. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARCHER'S  BRIGADE,      ) 
damp  Gregg,  near  Fredencksburg,  Fa.,  March  1,  1863.  ) 

Major  R.  Cr  MORGAN, 

A.  A.  General,  A.  P.  Hill's  Light  Division  : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  brigade,  in  the  series  of  battles  from  Warrenton 
Springs  ford  to  Shepherdstown,  inclusive: 

WARRENTON  SPRINGS  FORD,  24xn  AUGUST,  18G2. 

My  brigade  remained  in  bivouac  in  reserve,  in  the  edge  of  a  wood, 
until  the  division  was  relieved  by  Hood's  division  about  sunset,  and 
although  exposed  to  heavy  shelling  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  sus 
tained  no  loss. 

MAXASSAS  JUNCTION,  26TH  AUGUST. 

Th«  morning  of  the  26th  August,  we  arrived  at  Manassas  Junction, 
when  the  division  was  halted  in  column  of  brigades  to  the  left  of  the 
depot.  My  brigade  was  soon  after  ordered  to  advance  in  the  direc 
tion  of  a  retreating  piece  of  artillery,  and  on  proceeding  about  a  half 
mile,  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  which  advanced  a  short 
distance  in  line,  and  then  filed  diagonally  to  the  left,  to  a  position 
near  the  hospital ;  General  Jackson  riding  up  at  that  time,  with  a 
battery,  ordered  me  to  support  the  battery.  The  enemy  was  soon 
broken  and  retreated  towards  the  railroad  bridge  of  Bull  Run,  closely 
followed  by  a  battery  and  my  brigade,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the 
ground  would  permit  the  artillery  to  follow.  I  then,  by  order  of  Gen 
eral  Jackscn,  sent  the  nineteenth  Georgia  regiment  in  direct  pursuit, 
while,  with  the  other  regiments,  I  proceeded  down  the  railroad  track,, 
and  soon  became  engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  made  a  stand  on  the 
opposite  side  .of  Bull  Run,  at  and  near  the  railroad  bridge.  After 
about  a  half  hour's  firing,  I  crossed  the  Run  and  advanced  about  a 
half  mile,  when  I  was  recalled  from  further  pursuit.  I  then  recrossed 
the  Run  and  took  a  position  on  the  hill  commanding  the  bridge  where 
I  remained  until  about  ten  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  ordered  to  return  to 
the  Junction.  My  loss  in  this  action  was  four  killed  and  seventeen 
wounded.  The  regiments  of  my  brigade  were  commanded  as  follows  : 
First  Tennessee,  Colonel  Turney ;  seventh  Tennessee,  Major  Shep- 
pard;  fourteenth  Tennessee,  Colonel  Forbes;  nineteenth  Georgia^, 
Captain  L.  Johnson,  and  fifth  Alabama  battalion,  Captain  Bush. 

MANASSAS  PLAINS,  28TH,  29iH  AND  30™  AUGUST. 

The  £Sth  August,  after  marching  through  Centreville,  up  the  War 
turnpike,  and  across  Bull  Run,  my  brigade  was  formed  in  line 
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on  the  right  of  and  fronting  a  by-road,  the  direction  of  which  was 
nearly  parallel  with  the  railroad  cut.  Branch's  brigade  was  formed 
to  my  rear,  and  Field's  on  my  right,  and  two  batteries^  the  open 
field  about  three  hundred  yards  in  front. 

About  five  o'clock,  P.  M  ,  when  the  engagement  commenced,  I 
moved  forward  to  support  the  batteries  an4  remained  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  shell  and  round  shot  from  batteries  to  the  front  a^id  left,  but 
without  sustaining  any  loss,  until  twilight,  when  the  artillery  fire 
ceased,  and  the  whole  division  moved  by  the  right  flank  into  the  rail 
road  cut  in  the  woods.  The  next  morning,  my  brigade,  with  Brax- 
ton's  battery,  was  posted  on  a  hill  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  division, 
•with  skirmishers  thrown  out  to  the  front,  and  on  the  left  flank.  In 
this  position  it  was  not  actively  engaged,  although  it  was  somewhat 
annoyed  by  shell  from  batteiies  in  front,  but  not  in  sight. 

About  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  moved,  by  order  of  General  Hill  to 
the  light,  until  my  right  rested  on  a  road,  which  crosses  the  railroad 
at  right  angles,  and  remained  there  within  supporting  distance  of 
other  brigades  of  the  division,  which  had  been  engaged  during  the 
day. 

About  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  during  an  interval  of  the  assaults  of  the 
enemy  General  Pender  sent  his  aid-de-camp  requesting  me  to  relieve 
him,  and  with  the  copsent  of  General  Hill,  who  was  near  me  at  the 
time,  I  immediately  marched  down  and  filed  to  the  righ-t  into  the  rail 
road  cut.  As  my  leading  files  entered  the  railroad  cut,  I  perceived 
the  enemy  advancing  up  it  from  the  left,  into  the  wood.  Unwilling 
to  commence  the  fight  until  my  troops  were  in  position,  I  did  not  call 
their  attention  to  the  enemy  until  half  of  my  last  regiment  (Colonel 
Turney's  first  Tennessee)  had  entered  the  cut.  I  then  pointed  out 
the  enemy  on  the  left,  and  ordered  that  regiment  to  fire,  which  it  did 
with  great  effect.  The  first  fire  of  this  regiment  was  instantly  an 
swered  by  a  furious  assault  upon  my  whole  front.  At  this  time  my 
«.wn  brigade  was  the  only  one  in  sight  along  the  whole  line,  but  for 
twenty  minutes  or  more,  it  firmly  and  gallantly  resisted  the  attack, 
and  maintained  its  position  until  the  troops  came  up  on  my  right  and 
left,  in  time  to  save  me  from  being  flanked.  Soon  after  the  arrival  of 
these  fresh  troops,  we  charged  and  drove  the  enemy  back  several  hun 
dred  yards,  and  then  quietly  returned  to  cur  position.  In  a  few  min 
utes  fresh  forces  of  the  enemy  arrived,  and  attacked  us  as  vigorously 
as  the  first ;  they  were  as  firmly  resisted,  and  as  gallantly  repelled 
by  another  charge.  At  this  second  charge,  many  of  my  men  were 
out  of  ammunition  and  charged  with  empty  rifles.  I  did  not  average 
over  two  cartridges  to  the  man.  A  third  assault  was  met  and  re 
pulsed  in  the  same  manner,  my  brigade  charging  upon  the  enemy 
with  loud  cheers,  and  driving  them  back  with  their  empty  rifles.  It 
was  after  sunset  when  we  resumed  our  position,  and  we  lay  upon  our 
arms  that  night,  with  a  strong  picket  in  front  to  prevent  surprise,  re 
plenished  our  ammunition  during  the  night,  and  next  morning  changed 
places  with  Early's  brigade,  which  had  come  in  on  our  left  the  even 
ing  before,  and  in  front  of  which  a  heavy  skirmishing  fire  had  been 
kept  up  all  the  morning.-  I  relieved  General  Early's  pickets  with 
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one  hundred  and  thirty  men,  under  the  brave  Lieutenant  Colonel 
George,  of  the  first  Tennessee  regiment,  who  is  always  ready  and 
anxious  for^he  most  daring  service.  The  firing  between  my  pickets 
and  the  enemy's  skirmishers  in  the  wood  in  front,  became  so  rapid  and 
continuous  that  fearing  my  men  were  wasting  their  ammunition,  I  sent 
my  aid-de-camp,  Lieut.  0.  H.  Thomas,  to  ascertain  what  it  meant,  and 
to  stop  unnecessary  firing.  He  traversed  the  whole  line  of  pickets, 
exposed  to  the  aim  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  and  returned  to  me, 
reporting  the  constant  fire  of  my  men  as  necessary  to  maintain  their 

ground.     About o'clock,  the  troops  on  our  extreme  right  having 

become  hotly  engaged,  I  received  orders  from  General  Hill  to  draw 
.out  my  brigade,  tf  not  already  engaged  myself,  and  go  to  the  support 
of  the  right.  But  while  I  was  receiving  the  order,  the  enemy  drove 
in  my  pickets  and  attacked  my  brigade.  After  returning  his  fire 
for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  I  charged  across  the  railroad  cut  and  drove 
him  back  into  the  woods.  No  one  joined  me  in  this  advanceexcept  Col 
onel  Smith's  regiment  of  Early 's  brigade.  General  Early  ordered 
him  back,  and  my  right  regiment  (Colonel  Turney's)  returned  with 
him.  My  regiments  obtained  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition  from  the 
cartridge-boxes  of  the  dead  Yankees,  and  resumed  their  position  in 
the  line.  About  five  o'clock. in  the  afternoon,  an  order  came  through 
General  Fender,  for  a  general  advance.  I  advanced  in  line  with  Gen 
eral  Fender's  brigade,  which  formed  on  my  right,  through  the  wood 
into  the  open  field  beyond,  where  the  enemy's  battalions  were  posted. 
One  battery,  of  six  guns,  was  posted  about  three  hundred  yards  dis 
tant  from  the  point  where  we  entered  the  open  field,  and  a  little  to  the 
left  of  the  direction  of  rny  advance.  I  moved  on  in  the  same  direc 
tion  until  about  half  that  distance  was  passed,  then  swung  round  to 
the  left,  and  marched  in  double-quick  directly  on  the  battery.  My 
troops  never  for  a  moment  faltered  in  their  gallant  charge,  although  ex 
posed  to  the  fire  of  two  other  batteries,  besides  the  constant  fire  of 
the  one  we  \v^re  charging,  and  of  its  infantry  supports.  The  enemy 
stood  to  his  guns,  and  continued  to  fire  upon  us  until  we  were  within 
seventy-five  yards,  when  he  abandoned  three  of  his  pieces,  which  fell 
into  the  hands  of  my  brigade  on  the  same  spot  where  they  had  been 
served  so  bravely.  General  Fender  overtook  and  captured  the  other 
three  pieces.  I  left  the  pieces  I  had  captured  to  be  taken  care  of  by 
whomsoever  might  come  after  me,  arid  pushed  on  without  halt  against 
the  infantry,  who  still  made  a  feeble  resistance  in  the  edge  of  the 
wood.  .  They  did  not  await  our  coming,  but  had  retreated  out  of  sight 
bv  the  time  I  had  entered  the  wood. 

Here  I  halted  and  reformed  my  brigade,  and  on  moving  forward 
again  came  up  with  General  Fender's,  which  had  entered  the  same 
wood  to  the  right  of  my  brigade  and  had  halted  for  the  same  pur 
pose.  During  the  movement  through  the  wood  our  brigades  had 
crossed  each  others  directions,  and  I  found  myself  on  his  right  in 
stead  of  on  his  left,  as  at  the  beginning.  From  this  point  our 
brigades  moved  on  together  to  the  Lewis  house,  where,  a  little  after 
dark,  we  encountered,  in  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  house,  a  body  of 
the  enemy's  infantry,  whose  numbers  we  could  not  ascertain  for  the 
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darkness  of  the  night,  and  with  whom,  after  they  had  to  our  chal 
lenge  answered  "  for  the  Union,"  we  exchanged  a  single  volley  and 
then  drove  them  from  the  field.  Here  we  found  a  lai^e  hospital, 
filled  with  wounded,  and  during  the  night  and  next  morning,  cap 
tured  about •  prisoners  and  collected  a  large  number  of  arms. 

In  this  engagement  my  less  was  seventeen  killed  and  one  hundred 
and  ninety. six  wounded.  Amongst  the  former,  Captain  Bush,  com 
manding  the  fifth  Alabama  battalion,  killed  29th  August;  and,  among 
the  latter,  Colonel  W.  A.  Forbes,  fourteenth  Tennessee,  mortally,  on 
the  30th  August,  near  the  enemy's  battery.  Colonel  Forbes  died  of 
his  wounds  a  few  days  after. 

The  regiments  of  my  brigade  were  commanded  as  follows,  viz  : 
First  Tennessee,  Colonel  Turney  ;  seventh  Tennessee,  Major  Shep- 
pard;  fourteenth  Tennessee,  Colonel  Forbes,  until  wounded,  and 
then  by  Major  Lockhart ;  nineteenth  Georgia,  Captain  F.  Johnson  ; 
and  the  fifth  Alabama  battalion  on  the  29th  August  by  Captain  Bush, 
and  on  the  30th  August  by  Lieutenant  Hooper. 

Among  the  officers  whose  gallantry  I  especially  noticed  in  this 
action  were  Lieutenant  Colonel  N.  J.  George,  first  Tennessee,  a&d 
Lieutenant  Charles  Hooper,  fifth  Alabama  ;  and,  among  the  privates, 

Dr.  J.  H.  G.  Quarkett,  of  Captain  —  -'s  company,  Hampton 

legion,  detailed  as  courier  at  my  headquarters,  who,  after  his  horse 
was  killed1  under  him  on  Friday,  fought  with  conspicuous  valor,  and 
private  F.  M.  Barnes,  of  company  A,  fourteenth  Tennessee  regiment, 
who  seized  the  colors  from  the  hands  of  the  wounded  color-bearer  and 
bore  them  bravely  through  the  fight.  My  thanks  are  especially  due 
to  Aid-de-camp  0.  II.  Thomas,  the  only  officer  of  my  staff  present, 
my  assistant  adjutant  general  being  absent  sick  since  a  few  days  after 
the  battle  of  Cedar  Run,  for  most  gallant,  intelligent  and  efficient 
service  throughout  the  action. 

Ox  HILL,  SEPTEMBER   IST. 

A!  the  battle  ot  Ox  Hill  my  brigade  was  held  in  reserve,  within 
supporting  distance  of  Gregg's  and  Thomas'  brigades.  Night  came 
on  and  the  battle  ceased  before  its  support  was  needed. 

HARPER'S  FERRY,  SEPTEMBER  HTH  AND   15TH. 

The  evening  of  the  14th  of  September,  my  brigade,  Field's  and 
Pendeirs  moved  from  a  point  on  the  railroad,  by  a  by-road,  toward 
the  southern  defences  of  Bolivar  Heights.  My  skirmishers,  on  the 
right  of  the  road,  soon  became  engaged  with  those -of  the  enemy.  I 
immediately  formed  line  of  battle,  my  left  resting  on  the  road,  and 
advanced  steadily,  driving  the  enemy's  pickets  before  us,  until  I 
approached  the  crest  of  the  hill,  in  full  view  and  range  of  their  bat 
teries,  when  I  filed  out  of  the  field  into  the  woods  on  my  right,  in 
order  to  flank  the  enemy's  guns,  and  continued  to  advance  as  rapidly 
as  the  rough  ground  and  abattis  would  permit  until  it  became  dark, 
and  I  had  become  entangled  in  the  almost  impenetrable  abattis,  when 
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I  halted,  and  we  lay  on  our  arms,  within  four  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  during  the  night. 

The  next  morning,  our  artillery,  which  had  been  placed  in  position 
during  the  night,  opened  a  destructive  fire,  and  while  I  was  strug 
gling  through  the  abattis,  endeavoring  to  execute  an  order  from 
General  Hill  to  get  in  rear  of  the  guns,  the  place  surrendered.  My 
loss  in  this  action  was  one  killed  and  twenty-two  wounded. 

The  regiments  of  my  brigade  were  commanded  as  follows,  viz  : 
First  Tennessee,  Colonel  Turney;  seventh  Tennessee,  Major  Shep- 
pard  ;  fourteenth  Tennessee,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lockhart ;  nineteenth 
Georgia,  Major  Neal  ;  and  fifth  Alabama  battalion,  Captain  Hooper. 

SHARPSBURG,  17xn  SEPTEMBER. 

The  next  morning,  after  the  capture  of  Harper's  Ferry,  being  too 
unwell  for  duty,  I  turned  over  the  command  of  the  brigade  to  Colo 
nel  Turney,  first  Tennessee,  under  whom,  with  the  exception  of  the 
fifth  Alabama,  it  m%rched  to  the  battle-field  of  Sharpsburg,  while  I 
followed  in  an  ambulance.  This  was  a  long  and  fatiguing  march, 
Many  of  the  men  fell  exhausted  from  the  march  by  the  way,  so  that 
when  the  four  regiments  of  my  brigade  reached  the  battle-field,  there 
were  only  three  hundred  and  fifty  men. 

I  resumed  command  just  as  the  brigade  was  forming  into  line  on 
the  ground  assigned  to  it  by  General  Hill,  on  the  extreme  left  of  his 
division,  but  not  in  sight  of  any  of  its  other  brigades.  Marching  by 
flank,  right  in  front,  along  the  Sharpsburg  road,  the  brigade  was  halted 
and  faced  to  the  right,  forming  line  of  battle  faced  by  the  rear  rank. 
General"  Toombs  was  in  line  on  the  same  road,  about  three  hundred 
yards  to  my  left,  with  open  ground  in  front.  In  front  of  my  posi 
tion  was  a  narrow  corn-field,  about  one  hundred  yards  wide,  then  a 
ploughed  field  about  three  hundred  yards  wide,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  which  was  a  stone  fence.  I  moved  forward  under  a  scattering 
musket  fire,  through  the  tall  corn,  to  the  edge  of  the  ploughed  field, 
when  1  found  only  the  right  regiment  (the  fourteenth  Tennessee) 
with  me,  the  others  having  fallen  back  to  the  road.  Some  one  had 
called  out  "  fall  back,"  which  was  mistaken  for  an  order  from  me.  I 
reformed  the .  line  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  again  moved  forward 
against  the  enemy,  posted  in  force  behind  the  stone  fence.  In  pass 
ing  over  the  short  distance  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  the 
corn-field,  I  lost  nearly  one-third  of  my  already  greatly  reduced  com 
mand,  but  it  rushed  forward  alone,  at  double-quick,  giving  the  enemy 
but  little  time  to  estimate  its  small  numbers,  and  drove  him  from  his 
strong  position.  By  this  time  it  was  nearly  sunset.  General 
Branch's  brigade  came  down  about  thirty  minutes  after  I  reached  the 
wall  and  formed  some  thirty  paces  to  my  rear,  where  General  Branch 
was  killed,  and  Colonel  Lane,  assuming  command  of  his  brigade, 
moved  it  down  to  my  left. 

The  next  morning,  about  nine  o'clock,  the  little  strength  witl? 
which  I  entered  the  fight  being  completely  exhausted,  I  turned  over 
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the  command  to  Colonel  Turney,  reported  to  the  Major  General  com 
manding,  and  left  the  fie]  1. 

My  brigade  remained  all  that  da-y  in  the  same  position  where  I  had 
left  it,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  September,  together  with. 
Gregg's  and  Branch's  brigades,  formed  the  rear  guard  of  the  army  on 
its  return  to  the  Virginia  shore. 

My  loss  in  this  action  was  fifteen  killed  and  ninety  wounded, 
among  the  latter.  Colonel  McCowel,  fourteenth  Tennessee,  severely, 
and  Captain  Flint,  nineteenth  Georgia,  dangerously.  The  gallant 
conduct  of  both  these  officers  attracted  my  attention,  though  when 
all  who  v>ere  engaged  behaved  so  gallantly,  it  is  difficult  to  select 
examples  of  particular  merit. 

Captain  II.  II.  Archer,  my  assistant  adjutant  general,  though  not 
yet  recovered  from  a  severe  illness,  Lieutenant  Thomas,  aid,  and 
Lieutenant  Lemmon,  ordnance  officer,  rendered  brave  and  efficient 
assistance,  and  charged  with  the  troops  upon  the  enemy. 

The  regiments  of  the  brigade  were  commanded  as  follows  :  First 
Tennessee,  Colonel  Turney  ;  seventh  Tennessee,  Lieutenant  Howard, 
adjutant;  fourteenth  Tennessee,  Lieutenant  Cornel  Lockhart,  and 
nineteenth  Georgia,  by  Major  Ncul. 

SHEPIILRDSTOWN,  22xD  SEPTEMBER. 

I  resumed  command  of  my  brigade  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  Sep 
tember.  On  the  morning  of  the  2Uch  the  division  moved  down  to 
repel  the  enemy,  who  were  crossing  the  Potomac  at  the  Shepherds- 
town  ferry.  Line  of  battle  was  formed  in  a  corn-field,  about  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  back  from  the  ferry.  Tender's  brigade  moved 
forward  in  the  direction  of  the  ferry,  and  General  Gregg's  arid  Colo 
nel  Thomas'  toward  a  point  somewhere  to  the  right.  When  General 
Fender  had  gotten  about  half-way  to  the  ferry,  General  Hill  directed 
me  to  take  command  of  the  three  remaining  brigades,  (Field's,  com 
manded  by  Colonel  Brockoabrough,  on  the  ri^ht ;  Lane's  in  the 
centre  ;  and  my  own,  under  the  senior  Colonel  Turney,  on  the  left,) 
and  advance  to  the  support  of  Pender.  I  moved  straight  forward 
until  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  General  Fender's  brigade,  when, 
on  his  sending  me  back  information  that  the  enemy  was  attempting 
to  flank  him  on  the  left,  I  moved  by  Hank  to  the  left,  and  the  left  regi 
ment  of  my  brigade,  as  soon  as  it  was  unmasked  by  Fender's,  and 
each  other  regiment  as  soon  as  unmasked  by  the  preceding  one,  went 
in  at  double-quick.  Colonel  Lane's  next,  and  then  Field's,  were  in 
like  manner,  and  with  e<iual  spirit,  thrown  forward  on  the  enemy,* 
killing  many  and  driving  the  rest  down  the  precipitous  banks  into 
the  river. 

The  advance  of  my  command  was   made   under  the  heaviest  artil 
lery  fire  I  have  ever  witnessed.     Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded 
to  officers  and  men  for  their  conduct.     The  little  corps,  in  this,  as  in 
*all  the  battles,  has  displayed  as  much  valor  as  any  troops  in.  the  field. 
Lieutenant  Shelley,  commanding,  that  corps,  displayed  his  usual  gal- 
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Jantry,   remaining    under   fire   in   the  discharge  of  his  duty,  after  a 
severe  wound,  until  ordered  off  the  field. 

Captain  Archer  and  Lieutenants  Thomas  and  Lemmon,  of  my  staff, 
rendered  valuable  and  efficient  assistance. 

We   held    our  position  until  dark,  when  we    returned  to  camp  and 
took  up  our  line  of  march  the  same  night  toward  Martinsburg. 

Tho  regiments  were  commanded  as  follows:  First   Tennessee,  Col-' 
onel   Turney  ;  fourteenth   Tennessee,  Lieutenant  Colonel    Lockhart ; 
serenth  Tennessee,  Lieutenant  Howard,  adjutant ;  nineteenth  Geor 
gia,   Captain  F.  Johnson.      •  . 

The  loss^of  the  brigade  was  six  killed  and  forty-nine  wounded. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  ARCHER, 
Brigadier  General  ccmmanding. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PEJSDER. 

CAMP  NEAR^BUNKERSVILI.E,  VA.,  > 
October  14,  1862.      5 

Lieutenant  General  T.  J.  JACKSON  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  make' the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Manassas  Junction,  the  two 
days  fighting  at  Manassas,  the  battles  of  Ox  Hill,  Harper's  Ferry, 
Sharpsburg  and  Shepherdstown  : 

At  Manassas  Junction,  while  lying  under  cover  from  the  occasional 
shots  .from  the  enemy's  artillery,  a  brigade  of  their  infantry  was  seen 
approaching,  upon  which  our  battery  opened  and  they  soon  broke. 
My  brigade  being  in  rear  and  a  little  to  the  right  of  Generals  Branch 
and  Archer,  I  advanced  so  as  to  form  an  extension  of  their -line  of 
battle  ;  but  as  they  advanced  upon  the  enemy,  my  brigade  continued 
to  move  forward  passing  by  the  hospital  near  our  advance  redoubts 
and  from  thence,  bearing  a  little  to  the  right,  in  the  direction  where 
the  railroad  crosses  Bull  Run,  going  east ;  but  when  getting  a  little 
lower  down  than  the  railroad  bridge,  I  changed  direction  so  as  to  get 
possession  of  it.  My  skirmishers  met  the  enemy  at  the  river,  and  soon 
my  whole  brigade  was  erignged  with  the  enemy  across  the  river.  I 
held  this  position  for  a  while,  and  then  threw  two  regiments  across, 
preparatory  to  advancing  further ;  but  at  the  instigation  of  General 
Hill,  withdrew,  going  lower  down  and  crossing  in  order  to  cut  the 
enemy  off;  but  they  had  left  before  I  could  form  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river.  Thus  ended  the  fighting  that  day  as  far  as  I  was  concerned. 
My  loss  here  was  very  slight. 

On  Friday  morning,  August  29th,  my  brigade  was  placed  in  sup 
porting  distance  of  Colonel  Thomas,  with  orders  to  support  him,  where 
it  remained  until  the  afternoon.  Finally  it  seeming  to  me  to  be  the 
time  to  go  to  his  assistance,  I  ordered  my  brigade  forward,  moving 
just  to  the  right  of  Colonel  Thomas.  My  men  moved  forward  very 
gallantly,  driving  the  enemy  back  across  the  railroad  cut,  through  the 
woods  on  the  opposite  side  and  beyond  their  batteries  in  the  adjoining 
field.  A  battery  of  the  enemy,  which  was  on  the  right  of  this  wood, 
as  we  advanced,  was  flanked  by  my  command  and  the  cannoneers  de- 
Berted  their  pieces.  My  line  was  halted  on  the  edge  of  the  field  in 
front  of  the  enemy,  where  I  remained  some  little  while,  when*being 
promised  support  from  one  of  the  staff  in  some  of  General  Jatfkson's 
brigades,  I  crossed  the  fieltLto  attack  the  batteries.  My  men  advanced 
well,  receiving  grape  from  their  batteries;  but  support  being  waited 
for  in  vain,  and  seeing  columns  on  my  left  and  right  manoeuvring  to 
flank  me,  I  withdrew  and  marched  back  to  the  railroad  cut,  a  little  to 
the  right  of  the  position  previously  held  by  General  Gregg.  Genera! 
Archjer  very  kindly  came  forward  and  relieved  me  until  I  could  march 
to  the  rear  and  rest  my  men.  I  was  ordered  to  my  extreme  left  in 
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reserve,  and  remained  there  until  the  next  afternoon,  when  I  was  or 
dered  to  the 'right  to  support  some  one  of  General  Jackson's  brigades. 
I  marched  across  the  railroad  embankment,  moving  obliquely  to  the 
left,  until  I  had  reached  the  large  field  again,  in  which  the  enemy 
were  formed.  Finding  nothing  special  to  do  here,  unless  it  was  to 
attack  an  overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy  supported  very  strongly 
by  artillery,  I  withdrew,  after  receiving  a  heavy  fire  of  graps  and 
shell,  getting  back  to  the  railroad  cut  about  the  point  I  had  reached 
the  evening  before.  I  received  orders  from  you  to  march  in  conjunc 
tion  with  other  troops,  particularly  with  those  of  General  Archer, 
Colonels  Thomas  and  Taliaferro.  We  all  advanced  together,  taking 
the  enemy,  as  it  were,  in  echelon.  We  advanced  steadily  driving  the 
enemy  from  the  field,  through  the  woods,  taking  a  part  of  his  battery 
in  the  field  and  the  other  part  in  the  woods.  While  advancing  through 
this  field,  we  were  exposed  to  a  very  heavy  enfilade  fire  from  the  right. 
We  continued  our  advance  until  after  dark,  when  we  came  in  contact 
with  a  body  of  the  enemy,  each  man  fired  a  volley  ;  exchanging  a  few 
shots  with  the  enemy,  they  ran  and  we  rested  for  the  night.  Thus 
ended  the  Manassas  fight  with  me. 

My  brigade,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  skulkers,  behaved  with 
great  gallantry  on  both  of  these  days ;  they  could  not  have  behaved 
better.  I  cannot  particularize  at  this  distant  day,  but  I  well  recol 
lect  that  Major  Cole,  commanding  twenty-second,  behaved  as  he  had  al 
ways  done,  with  great  coolness  and  bravery.  Also,  Captain  Stone, 
commanding  sixteenth  North  Carolina,  and  Captain  Ashford,  com 
manding  thiity-eighth  North  Carolina,  the  latter  I  h»d  the  misfortune 
to  lose,  in  consequence  of  having  received  a  wound  in  the  leg. 

In  the  afternoon,  at  Ox  Hill,  the  head  of  the  column  coming  in  con 
tact  with  the  enemy,  my  brigade  was  for  a  few  moments  ordered  un 
der  cover  to  be  in  support.  Very  soon  I  received  orders  from 
General  Jackson,  to  go  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Brockenbrough, 
who  reported  he  was  hard  pressed.  I  moved  forward  several  hundred 
yards,  when  I  came  in  rear  of  Colonel  Brockenbrough's  brigade, 
which  caused  mine  to  be  thrown  slightly  out  of  order ;  two  regiments 
bearing  to  the  right,  and  thus  getting  separated  from  the  others  be 
fore  I  saw  the  trouble.  The  woods  were  quite  thick  ;  1  however 
moved  them  on,  bringing  two  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Thomas, 
and  the  others  to  the  assistance  of  General  Branch,  who  was  some 
distance  to  the  right.  My  brigade  was  thus  placed  between  the 
two  above  named  brigades,  with  a  short  interval  in  my  centre. 
Only  the  sixteenth  and  thirty- fourth  North  Carolina,  on  the  right, 
were  actively  engaged.  After  reaching  the  next  field  in  which  the 
enemy  were  posted,  no  attempt  was  made  to  advance.  My  two  regi 
ments  suffered  very  severely  from  direct  and  flank  fire»  This  con 
tinued  till  about  dark,  I  having  previously  caused  my  fir<»  to  cease. 
Colonel  Riddick  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Miller,  thirty-fouth,  both  re 
ceived  wounds  t>f  which  they  died.  Captain  Stone,  commanding 
sixteenth  North  Carolina,  was  also  wounded. 

At  Harper's  Ferry,  my  brigade  was  on  the  left  of  tho  division  advanc 
ing  from  the  point  whexe  the  railroad  and  river  meet.  My  brigade  ad- 
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vaiiced  within  a"bout  sixty  yards  of  the  breastwork  on  the  west  front 
of  Bolivar  Heights,  having  that  night  exchanged  shots  with  the  enemy 
several  times  on  thjeir  way  there.  Colonel  Brewer,,  next  in  command 
of  the  brigade,  at  this  time,  did  himself  great  credit  in  the  manner  in 
which  he  handled  it.  Being  absent  when  rny  brigade  had  reached 
this  advanced  position,  on  my  return  I  ordered  it  to  fall  back  a  short 
distance,  knowing  no  troops  were  in  a  supporting  distance.  The  next 
morning,  according  to  your  order,  I  moved  nearer,  under  cover,  while 
onr  artillery  played  upon  the  enemy.  The  artillery  ceasing,  I,  in 
obedience  to  previous  orders,  commenced  the  advance,  but  halted  on 
the  fire  of  our  artillery  opening  again.  I  remained  in  this  position, 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  distant  from  the  above  named 
breastwork,  until  after  the  surrender.  Here,  again,  my  officers  and 
men  behaved  finely.  At  Sharpsburg,  on  Wednesday,  September  16th, 
my  brigade  was  on  the  right  of  the  division,  but  not  actually  engaged, 
being  under  fire  at  long  range  of  musketry.  The  next  morning  I  wns 
ordered  to  tyke  position  between  Colonel  Brockenbrough,  on  the  left, 
and  Colonel  Lane,  on  my  right.  Here  wre  were  exposed  all  day  to 
the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  about  six  hundred  yards  distant.  We 
remained  in  this  position  until  late  at  night.  At  Shepherd atown, 
September  IS,  1862,  my  brigade  formed  the  left  of  our  division.  Ad 
vancing  to  within  about  three  hundred  yards,  we  were  opened  upon 
by  the  artillery  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  which  lasted  all 
day  at  a  most  terrible  rate,  we  came  upon*  the  infantry  which  had 
crossed,  I  had  gone  to*  the  left  to  oppose  this  force,  which  was  far 
superior  to  my  gwn.  Finding  an  effort  made  to  flank  me,  I  placed 
two  regiments  under  cover  from  artillery,  facing  the  river,  and  threw 
the  others  on  my  left  flank  so  as  to  check  this  disposition  of  the  ene 
my.  Holding  this  position  a  short  time,  General  Archer  came  up 
with  three  brigades  to  the  support  of  the  advanced  line,  and,  upon 
seeing  the  flanking  movement  of  the  enemy,  moved  quickly  to  the 
left,  when  we  advanced,  driving  them  headlong  into  the  river.  After 
driving  them  from  the  plain,  1  sent  the  twenty-second  North  Caro 
lina,  under  the  gallant  Major  Cole,  to  the  river  bank  to  take  them  as 
thej  crossed,  and  this  it  did  nobly.  Others  of  my  brigade  had  gone  to 
the  river;  but  finding  them  too  much  exposed,  I  c'alled  them  back  under 
a  hill  just  overhanging  the  river.  I  called  out  those  I  had  first  left 
in  this  exposed  position,  leaving  Major  Cole  with  twenty  men,  who 
remained  all  day,  the  enemy  being  in  heavy  force  in  the  canal  on  the 
opposite  side.  We  were  exposed  all  day  to  a  tremendous  fire  of  artil 
lery,  and  also  to  the  fire  of  their  sharpshooters. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  beg  leave  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Major 
General,  the  distinguished  gallantry  and  efficiency  of  First  Lieu 
tenant  II.  A.  Brewer,  volunteer  aid  on  my  staff,  whom  I  recommend 
for  promotion*  I  would  also  beg  leave  to  mention  the  names  of  a  few 
whose  actions  entitle  them  to  notice  in  the  twenty-second.  The  list 
will  be  rather  long,  as  it  is  upon  it  and  its  commanders  that  I  usually 
call  when  any  special  and  dangerous  services  are  to  be  performed. 
Major  C.  C.  Cole,  commanding  twenty-second,  always  acts  with  cool 
ness,  courage  and  skill ;  Captain  Odell,  acting^  field  officer,  has  inva- 
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riably  behaved  in  a  highly  commendable  manner;  Captain  George 
Graves,  twenty- second,  is  mentioned  for  great  gallantry,  and  for 
having  remained  with  his  company  even  while  very  sick ;  Second 
Lieutenant  David  Edward*,  of  the  same  regiment,  at  Manassas,  with 
the  help  of  two  men,  rushed  ahead  of  the  regiment  and  captured  a 
piece  of  artillery,  when  it  was  on  the  eve  6f  escaping,  having  a  hand 
to  hand  engagement  with  the  enemy.  At  Harper's  Ferry  he  also 
•acted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  particularly  noticed.  Sergeant  Oxford, 
of  company  H,  twenty-second,  is  mentioned  for  great  daring  and 
coolness  at  Shepherdstown  ;  Sergeant  Jesse  IT.  Pinkerton  is.  men 
tioned  as  always  going  ahead  with  the  colors,  and  by  his  undaunted 
courage  encouraging  others.  He  is  a  young  man  and  mentioned  for 
promotion.  Captain  Stome  commanded  sixteenth  North  Carolina 
;it  Manassas  Junction,  the  two  days'  fighting  at  Manassas,  and  at  Ox 
Hill,  until  wounded  ;  he  behaved  with  great  credit  to  himself.  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel  Stome,  commanding  sixteenth  North  Carolina,  at 
Shepherdstown,  Harper's  Ferry  and  Sharpsburg,  behaved  with  great 
gallantry.  Second  Lieutenant  John  Ford,  of  the  same  regiment,  at 
tracted  my  attention  for  his  good  demeanor  in  all  the  battles.  Cap 
tain  Ashford,  commanding  thirty-eighth  North  Caralina,  at  Manassas 
Junction  and  at  Manassas,  where  he  was  wounded,  has  entitled  him 
self  to  notice,  as  well  as  promotion,  by  his  uniform  bravery  and  good 
conduct.  Lieutenants  Brown  and  Robinson,  also  of  the  same  regi 
ment,  have  attracted  my  attention  more  than  once,  as  also  Adjutant 
Mclntyre.  There  are  others,  too  numerous  to  mention,  who  have 
escaped  my  memory  at  this  late  hour. 
The  list  of  casualties  is  as  follows  : 

Killed.     Wounded. 

Near  Warrenton  Springs,  August  20,  1  3 

Manassas  Junction,  August  27,  1  3 

Manassas,  August  29  and  30,  13  14,5 

Ox  Hill,  September  1,  12  46 

Harper's  Ferry,  September  14  and  15,  2  20 

Sharpsburg,  September  17  and  IS,  2  28 

Shepherdstown,  September  20,  8  55 

38  300 

Respectfully,  &c., 

W.  D.  FENDER, 
Brigadier   General. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  LAXE.     • 

HEADQUARTERS  FOUJITH  BRIGADE,  ) 
November  14,  1862.      $ 
Major  R.   C.  MORGAN  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  brigade  in  the  various  engagements  from  Cedar  Run  to  Shep- 
herdstpwn,  inclusive.  The  report  must  necessarily  be  imperfect,  as 
I  was  not  in  command  of  the  brigade  until  after  General.  Branch's 
fall,  while  most  of  the  officers  who  commanded  the  different  regiments 
are  now  absent  and  did  not  leave  with  the  assistant  adjutant  rreneral 
any  account  of  the  part  taken  in  the  various  battles  by  their  respec 
tive  commands. 

CEDAR  RUN,  AUGUST  OTH. 

After  a  long,  rapid  and  weary  march,  we  reached  the  battle-field  at 
Cedar  Run  on  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  August  and  took  the  position 
assigned  us  in  line  of  battle  by  General  Branch,  in  the  woods,  to  the 
left  of  the  road  leading  to  the  run,  the  right  of  the  thirty-seventh 
resting  on  the  road,  the  twenty-eighth,  thirty-third,  eighteenth  and 
seventh  being  on  its  left.  The  twenty-eighth,  thirty-third,  eighteenth, 
and  thirty-seventh  moved  cheerfully  and  irresistibly  forward,  and  in 
perfect  order,  through  the  woods,  upon  the  enemy,  who  had  succeeded 
in  flanking  the  first  (Stonewall)  brigade  of  General  Jackson's  division, 
which  was  rapidly  giving  way.  The  enemy's  infantry  were  soon 
driv-en  from  the  woods  into  the  field  beyond,  and  both  infantry  and 
cavalry  were  finally  driven  in  great  disorder  from  the  scene  of  action. 
Many  prisoners  were  taken,  and  many  others  deserted  their  colors 
and  voluntarily  surrendered  themselves.  After  advancing  in  line 
beyond  Cedar  Run,  we  were  half-wheeled  to  the  right  and  marched 
across  the  road,  through  a  field  of  corn  and  over  an  open  field,  until 
we  reached  the  left  of  the  forces  under  Brigadier  General  W.  B. 
Taliaferro,  where  we  were  halted.  It  was  then  dark,  and  the  infantry 
firing  had  ceased  in  all  directions.  During  the  entire  engagement, 
the  officers  and  men  behaved  as  well  as  could  be  desired,  notwith 
standing  the  disorderly  manner  in  which  some  of  the  troops  we  were 
ordered  to  support  fell  back. 

Lieutenants  Dunn  and  Coitraine,  of  the  first  Virginia  (Irish)  bat 
talion,  tendered  me  their  services  on  the  field,  as  they  had  been  left 
without  a  command.  I  put  them  in  charge  of  two  companies  of  the 
twenty-eighth  regiment,  previously  commanded  by  sergeants,  and 
both  discharged  the  duties  assigned  them  only  as  brave  men  can  do. 

Qur  loss  was  twelve  killed  and  eighty-eight  wounded.  I  did  not 
see  the  seventh  regiment  after  we  were  ordered  forward,  and,  as  Col 
onel  Hay  wood  is  absent,  I  will  submit  so  much  of  Captain  Turners 
report  as  relates  to  the  part  tjiken  by  his  regiment  in  this  engagement. 
When  the  brigade  moved  forward,  this  regiment,  for  causes  unknown 
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to  the  writer,  did  not  move  for  several  minutes,  and  consequently  was 
considerably  behind  the  brigade.  We  were  finally  ordered  forward, 
but  had  not  proceeded  more  than  one  hundred  yards,  when  we  were 
halted  and  the  line  dressed.  By  this  time  the  brigade  was  entirely 
out  of  sight.  We  marched  forward,  and  were  again  halted  and  the 
line  dressed.  We  next  wheeled  to  the  right  and  marched  into  a  road 
running  nearly  perpendicular  to  our  original  line  of  battle.  Colonel 
Hay  wood,  at  this  point,  left  the^  regiment  to  look  for  General  Branch. 
The  command  then  devolved  upon  Captain  R.  B.  "McRae,  who,  hear 
ing  heavy  firing  in  our  front,  was  just  on  the  eve  of  ordering  the 
regiment  in  that  direction,  when  Colonel*  Hay  wood  returned  with 
orders  from  General  Jacksoa.  We  then  marched  by  the  right  flank 
to  a  wheat- field  on  the  left  of  the  Culpeper  road,  and  formed  on  a  hill 
in  rear  of  and  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  brigade,  which  was  then  at 
the  bottom  of  the  hill  and  in  the  same  field.  We  marched  forward  at 
a  double-quick  to  the  support  of  General  Taliaferro's  division,  which 
we  found  engaging  a  force  of  the  enemy  concealed  in  a  corn-field. 
We  fired  several  rounds,  when  the  enemy  broke  and  fled.  We 
pursued  them  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  taking  about  thirty 
prisoners,  including  two  commissioned  officers,  when  we  were  halted 
by  command  of  General  Tajiaferro  and  marched  to  a  point  on  the 
Culpeper  road,  where  we  joined  the  brigade  and  bivouacked  for  the 
night.  The  regiment  sustained  a  loss  of  one  man  killed  and  one 
wounded  in  this  action. 

SHELLING  ACROSS  THE  RAPPAHANNOCK,  AUGUST  24Tii. 

On  Sunday,  August  24th,  the  eighteenth  regiment  was  ordered  to 
the  support  of  Macintosh's  battery.  It  lay  during  the  whole  of  the 
day  under  a  very  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  but  -sustained 
no  loss.  The  twenty-eighth  and  thirty-third  regiments  were  sent, 
under  my  command,  to  support  Braxton's  and  Davidson's  batteries, 
and  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  across  the 
Rappahannock  near  the  Warrenton  White  Sulphur  Springs.  I  threw 
a  portion  of  the  twenty-eighth  far  in  advance  into  an  open  field,  as 
far  as  practicable,  to  act  as  sharpshooters,  and  kept  the  rest  of  my 
command  sheltered  behind  a  hill.  We  had  only  three  wounded, 
although  we  were  under  a  very  heavy  shelling  all  that  day.  The  re 
maining  regiments  were  also  under  fire  a  part  of  the  time. 

MANISSAS  JUNCTION,  AUGUST  26TH. 

We  reached  Manassas  Junction  the  morning  of  the  third  day  afcer 
the  above  shelling.  The  eighteenth  regiment  was  detached  to  guard 
the  captured  stores,  and  the  rest  of  the  origade  was  halted  not  far 
from  the  depot,  near  an  earthwork  to  the  left.  While  resting  and 
awaiting  an  issue  of  Yankee  rations,  the  enemy  were  seen  advancing 
upon  our  position  ia  line  of  battle.  General  Branch  immediately  put 
his  command  in  motion,  and  moved  by  the  flank  to  the  left  of  a  bat 
tery  planted  near  the  earthwork.  Our  artillery  opened  upon  them, 
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£0on  put  them  to  flight,  and  we  pursued  them  rapidly,  in  a  diagonal 
direction,  across  the  field  in  rear  of  the  hospital,  and  some  dis 
tance  beyond  Bull  Run,  but  never  overtook  the  main  body,  as  the 
Crenshaw  battery  advanced  more  rapidly  than  we  did,  and  poured 
charge  after  charge  of  canister  into  their  disordered  ranks.  We  suc 
ceeded,  however,  in  capturing  a  large  number  of  prisoners. 

MANASSAS^  PLAINS,  AUGUST  ^,STH,  SOin  AND  30ra. 

Next  day,  after  marching  through  Centreville  and  across  Bull 
Run,  on  the  stone  bridge  road,  we  were  ordered  from  the  road,  to  the 
right,  into  a  piece  of  woods,  fronting  a  large  open  field,  in  which  one 
of  our  batteries  was  planted.  As  soon  as  the  engagement  was  opened 
on  our  right,  General  Archer's  brigade,  which  was  in  front  of  us, 
moved  from  the  woods  into  the  field,  up  to  arid  to  the  right  of  the 
battery,  where  it  was  halted.  Our  brigade  also  moved  a  short  dis 
tance  into  the  field  in  the  same  direction,  when  the  enemy  opened 
a  "left  enfilade  artillery  fire  upon  us.  General  Branch  then  ordered 
the  twenty-eighth  regiment  to  continue  its  march,  and  directed  me  to 
halt  it  in  rear  of  General  Archer,  while  he  moved  the  rest  of  his  com 
mand  some  distance  to  the  left.  The  whole  brigade,  with  no  protec 
tion  whatever,  stood  this  artillery  fire  for  several  hours  in  the  open 
field.  The  eighteenth  at  one  time  was  ordered  to  the  support  of 
General  Ewell,  and  was  inarched  down,  but,  as  the  enemy  had  been 
driven  from  the  field,  it  was  not  put  in.  None  of  us  were- actively 
engaged  that  day,  and  about  nightfall  the  whole  command  was  moved 
into  the  woods,  into  the  railroad  -cut,  where  we  slept  upon  our  arms. 
Next  day  we  were  marched  a  circuitous  route  and  brought  back  into 
an  open  field,  near  the  spot  where  we  had  spent  the  night.  Capt. 
Crenshaw,  who  was  in  command  of  his  battery,  in  front  of  us, 
notified  General  Branch  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy  in  our  front. 
Captain^  Turner,  of  the  seventh,  was  immediately  sent  to  the  left 
of  the  battery,  with  his  company,  to  act  as  skirmishers.  Soon  after, 
General  Branch  ordered  me  to  take  command  of  the  twenty-eighth 
and  thirty -third  regiments  and  dislodge  the  enemy,  who  were  in 
the  wood  beyond  the  field  of  corn. 

On  passing  beyond  the  small  cluster  of  woods,  to  the  right  of  the 
Crenshaw  battery,  we  saw  the  enemy  retre-ating  in  confusion  before 
Captain  Turner's  skirmishers.  We  continued  to  advance  until  we 
saw  General  Gregg's  brigade  in  the  woods  to  our  right.  It  was  here 
that  I  learned  the  enemy  was  in  force  in  the  woods,  and  that  General 
Gregg  had  been  ordered  not  to  press  them.  I  deemed  it  advisable  to 
inform  General  Branch  of  these  facts,  and  was  ordered  by  him  to  re 
main  where  I  was.  I  had  three  companies  at  the  time  deployed  as 
skirmishers  along  the  fence  in  front  of  us,  and  connecting  with  those 
first  sent  out  under  Captain  Turner.  The  enemy  advanced  upon 
General  Gregg  in  strong  force  soon  after  we  halted,  and  General 
Branch,  with  the  rest  of  his  command,  advanced  to  his  support.  The 
thirty-seventh  first  became  actively  engaged.  The  enemy  opened  a 
deadly  fire  upon  this  regiment.  The  eighteenth,  under  Lieutenant 
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Colonel  Purdie,  and  the  seventh,  under  Captain  McRae,  went  to  its 
assistance,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  in  disorder  beyond  the  railroad 
cut.  The  enemy  were  repulsed  in  two  subsequent  attempts  to  drive 
these  regiments  from  their  positions.  The  thirty-third,  under  Colonel 
HoLj,  also  fought  well  in  the  woods  to  the  left  of  these  regiments, 
and  once  gallantly  advanced  into  the  open  field  in  front  and  drove  the 
€nemy  back  in  disorder.  Up  to  this  time  the  twenty  eighth  had  notbee-n 
engaged,  and  ns  the  other  regiments  were  nearly  out  of  ammunition, 
General  Branch  ordered  it  to  join  him,  intending  to  make  it*»cov3r  his 
front  The  order  was  not  delivered  properly,  and  the  regiment  went 
into  action  to  the  left  of  General  Field's  brigade  It  advanced 
boldly  into  the  woods,  driving  the  enemy  before  it,  although  exposed 
to  a  left  enfilade  and  direct  fire,  but  fell  back  when  it  tound  itself 
alone  in  the  woods  and  unsupported.  The  men,  however,  rallied  and 
reformed  in  the  centre  of  the  open  field  and  advanced  a  second 
time,  when  the  enemy  was  not  only  driven  beyond  the  cut,  but  entirely 
out  of  the  woods.  Never  have  I  witnessed  greater  bravery  and  des 
peration  than  was  that  day  displayed  by  this  biigade.  We 
were  not  actively  engaged  the  next  day.  but  held  our  position,  under 
a  heavy  artillery  fire  and  very  heavy  skirmishing,  until  late  in  the 
afternoon.  We  then  followed  up  the  enemy  until  about  ten  o'clock, 
P.  M,,  advancing  in  line  through  a  body  of  woods  neajly  to  a  large 
hospital,  in  which  the  enemy  had  left  many  of  his  wounded.  Our 
loss  in  this  three  days'  battle  was  thirty  killed,  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  Bounded  and  some  missing. 

Ox  HILL,  SEPTEMBER   I  ST. 

The  pursuit  was  continued  the  whole  of  Sunday,  and  on  Monday  after 
noon,  about  four  o'clock,  we  came  up  with  the  enemy  again  at  Ox  Hill, 
near  Fairfax  Court-House,  en  the  Alexandria  and  Winchester  tara- 
pike,  when  the  engagement  was  immediately  opened.  This  brigade 
pressed  eagerly  forward,  through  an  open  field  and  a  piece  of  woods  to 
the  edge  of  another  field,  where  we  were  for  a  short  time  exposed  to 
the  enemy's  infantry  fire,  without  being  able  to  return  it.  An  attempt 
•was  made  to  flank  us  on  the  right,  and  the  eighteenth  regiment  was 
immediatly  detached  from  the  centre  of  the  brigade  and  ordered  to 
the  right  to  prevent  the  movement,  which  it  did,  sustaining  a  deadly 
fire,  unsupported.  The  enemy's  direct  advance  was  through  a  field 
of  corn,  in  which  he  sustained  great  loss,  notwithstanding  most  of 
Our  guns  fired  badly,  on  account  of  the  heavy  rain  which  fell  during 
the  engagement.  On  learning  that  our  ammunition  was  nearly  out. 
General  Branch  made  known  the  fact,  and  was  ordered  to  hold  his  po- 
eition  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  We  remained  where  we  were 
until  dark,  when  the  whole  command  fell  back  to  the  field  in  rear  of 
the  woods.  The  twenty-eighth,  cold,  wet,  and  hungry,  was  then  or 
dered  back  to  the'field  of  battle  to  do  picket  duty  for  the  night,  with 
out  fires.  This  engagement  is  regarded  by  this  brigade-  as  one  of 
our  severest.  The  enemy's  infantry  used  a  great  many  explosive 
balls. 
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Our  loss  was  fourteen  killed,  ninety-two  wounded,  and  two  miss 
ing. 

HARPER'S  FERRT. 

The  second  day  after  the  engagement  at  Ox.  Hill  we  marched 
through  Leesburg,  crossed  the  Potomac  into.  Maryland  on  the  5th  and 
moved  in  the  direction  of  Frederick,  where  we  remained  several  days. 
Then  reetossed  the  Potomac  at  Williameport  and  marched  on  Harper's 
Ferry,  through  Martinsburg.  The  evening  of  the  14th,  we  advanced 
down  the  Winchester  and  Harper's  Ferry  railroad.  The  seventh  regi 
ment  was  in  advance,  and  its  skirmishers,  commanded  by  Captain 
Knox,  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  from  a  high 
position  overlooking  the  railroad.  The  remainder  of  the  brigade 
reached  this  position  after  midnight  and  there  slept  upon  their  arms 
until  day,  when  every  one  was  in  readiness  and  awaited  the  order  to 
advance.  After  a  short,  but  rapid  and  well-directed,  artillery  fire 
from  our  batteries,  the  enemy  displayed  several  white  flags,  and  we 
inarched  into  the  place  without  further  resistance. 

We  captured  several  prisoners  the  evening  of  the  !4th.  Our  loss 
*»s  four  wounded. 

SHARPSBURG,  SEPTEMBER   I  ST. 

We  left  Harper's  Ferry  on  the  1 7th  of  September,  and  after  a  very 
rapid  and  fatiguing  march,  recrossed  the  Potomac*and  reached  Sharps- 
burg  in  time  to  participate  in  the  fight.  The  entire  brigade  was  or 
dered  to  the  right,  and  on  reaching  the  field,  the  twenty-eighth  was 
detached  by  General  A.  P.  Hill  in  person  and  sent  on  the  road  to 
the  left,  leading  to  Sharpsburg,  to  repel  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  who 
were  advancing  through  a*  field  of  corn.  The  rest  of  the  brigade 
.moved  nearly  at  right  angles  to  our  line  and  on  the  enemy's  flank. 
The  thirty-third,  seventh,  and  thirty-seventh  were  the  regiments 
principally  engaged.  They  fought  well  and  assisted  in  driving  back 
tbree  separate  and  distinct  columns  of  the  enemy.  The  eighteenth 
was  not  actively  engaged.  I  was  ordered,  about  sunset,  to  rejoin  the 
brigade,  and  on  doing  so,  ascertained  that  General  Branch  had  been 
killed.  It  was  after  sunset  when  I  assumed  command  of  the  brigade. 
I  found  the  seventh,  thirty-seventh,  and  thirty-third  posted  behind  a 
gtone  fence,  and  the  eighteenth  sheltered  in  a  hollow  in  rear.  I  or 
dered  the  twenty-eighth  to  the  left  of  the  line,  but  the  order  was  de 
livered  to  the  eighteenth,  which  was  posted  to  the  left  behind  a  rail 
fence,  a  portion  of  it  being  broken  back  to  guard  against  a  flank 
movement.  The  twenty-eighth  was  posted  to  the  left  of  the  seventh 
4n  trie  opening  caused  by  the  withdrawal  of  a  few  Georgia  troops. 
Although  annoyed  by  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  we  held  our  position 
until  ordered  to  fall  back  on  the  night  of  the  18th.*  We  did  not  cross 
the  river  until  late  next  day.  General  Gregg's,  General  Archer's, 
and  this  brigade  formed  the  rear  guard  of  the  army,  and  were  kept  in 
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line,  facing  the  enemy,  until  infantry,  artillery,  cavalry,  wagons,  and 
ambulances  had  all  safely  crossed. 

Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  one  brigadier  general  (L.  O'B. 
Branch)  killed,  twenty  others  killed,  seventy-nine  wounded,  and  four 
missing. 

SHEFHERDSTOWN,    SEPTEMBER  20rH. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  September,  we  were  moved,  with  the 
balance  of  the  division,  back  to  the  ferry  near  Shepherdstown.  Soon 
after  we  bad  taken  our  position  in  line,  in  the  field  of  corn  in  rear  of 
the  wheat  stacks,  we  were  ordered  to  advance  in  the  face  of  a  storm 
of  round  shot,  shell  and  grape.  We  moved  forward  in  line  until  we 
reached  General  Fender's  brigade,  sheltered  behind  the  hill  in  front 
of  the  residence  near  the  ferry.  Finding  that  he  was  out-flanked  on 
the  left,  we  then  moved  by  the  left  until  we  unmasked  his  brigade. 
The  men,  on  reaching  the  top  of  the  hill,  raised  a  yell  and  poured 
a  deadly  fire  into  the  enemy,  who  fled  precipitately  and  in  great  con 
fusion  to  the  river.  Advancing  at  a  double-quick,  we  soon  gained 
the  bank  of  the  river  and  continued  our  destructive  fire  upon  those 
who  were  attempting  to  regain  the  Maryland  shore  at  the  old  dam  just 
above  the  ferry.  We  held  our  position  all  that  day  immediately 
upon  the  bank  of  the  other  river,  though  exposed  to  the  heaviest  can 
nonading  of  the  war  and  in  range  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  who- 
were  posted  in  strong  force  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal. 

Our  loss  three  killed  and  seventy-one  wounded. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Purdie,  who  bravely  commanded  the  eighteenth 
in  most  of  these  engagements,  desires  that  special  mention  should  be 
made  of  Captain  John  D.  Barry,  of  company  I,  for  his  coolness  and 
gallantry  and  devotion  to  duty.  Captains  Turner  and  Knox,  of  the 
seventh,  have  on  all  occasions,  but  especially  as  commanders  of  skir 
mishers,  won  the  admiration  of  the  entire  brigade  by  their  daring 
and  efficiency.  Lieutenants  Clominger  and  McCauley,  of  the  twenty- 
eighth,  are  also  deserving  special  notice  for  their  great  bravery  and 
faithfulness  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  H.  LANE, 

Brigadier  General. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  McGOWAN. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  BRIGADE,      1 

A.  P.  HilVs  Light  Division.  Second  Army  Corps,  \ 

Camp  Gregg,  VV,  Feb.  9,  1863.          ) 

Major  R.  C.  MORGAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant.  General : 

MAJOR  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  Major  General  Hill  to 
send  in  a  report  of  all  military  operations  in  which  this  brigade  was 
engaged,  "  from  the  time  when  General  Lee  took  command  at  Gor- 
donsville,  to  the  time  when  we  left  the  Valley,"  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  general  statement,  which  has  been  delayed  on 
account  of  the  absence  of  two  regiments  on  fatigue  duty.  Not 
having  been  in  command  of  the  brigade,  but  only  of  one  of  its  regi 
ments,  (the  fourteenth  South  Carolina  volunteers,)  during  these 
•operations,  I  have  not  been  able  to  make  such  a  detailed  report  of 
particular  events  as  the  subject  deserved,  but  am  obliged  to  content 
myself  with  a  mere  outline  of  operations — the  most  important. 
Would  that  the  lamented  General  Gregp\  lately  in  command  of  the 
brigade,  was  here  to  make  out  the  report  of  achievements  in  which  he 
performed  so  large  a  part  himself,  and  which  he  could  have  recorded 
better  than  any  one  else.  I  understand  that  the  call  does  not  include 
the  Cedar  Run  or  Slaughter  Mountain  campaign,  which  this  brigade, 
as  part  of  your  division,  made  under  Major  General  (now  Lieutenant 
General)  Jackson. 

CROSSING  THE  RAPPAHANNOCK. 

On  Saturday,  the  16th  of  August,  1862,  the  second  brigade, 
(Gregg's,  now  under  iny  command,)  A.  P.  IlilTs  light  division,  moved 
from  its  bivouac,  1  etween  Gordonsville  and  Orange  Court-House,  to 
Crenshaw's  farm,  near  the  Rapidan  river,  where  it  remained  until  tho 
20th  of  August,  when,  crossing  the  river  at  Summersville  ford,  wo 
advanced,  under  the  orders  of  General  Lee,  against  the  forces  of 
General  Pope,  which  were  ocuupj'ing  the  whole  country  north  of  that 
river.  The  enemy  fell  back  before  us  through  Culpeper  county  ;  and 
we  reached  the  north  branch  of  the  Rappahannock  at  the  bridge  where 
the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad  crosses  it,  on  Thursday,  the  21st 
of  August.  The  artillery  of  the  enemy,  here  opened  on  us  across  the 
stream,  indicating  that  he  bad  halted  in  his  retreat  and  intended  to 
make  a  stand  there.  The  brigade  slept  on  their  arms  under  the  guns 
of  the  enemy  ;  and  the  next  morning  we  turned  to  the  left  and  pro 
ceeded  up  the  river,  crossing  Hazel  river  at  Wellfcrd,  and  that  night 
reached  a  point  about  opposite  to  the  Fauquier  White  Sulphur  Springs. 
Here  we  also  found  the  enemy,  who,  having  burnt  the  bridge,  was 
again  opposing  our  passage. 

On   Sunday,  the  24th,  the  brigade  was  moved  into  position  on  the 
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Rappahannock  hills,  near  the  house  of  Dr.  Scott,  to  support  our 
artillery,  which  was  engaged  with  that  of  the  enemy  across  the  stream. 
There  the  men  were  subjected  to  a  severe  cannonading  for  four 
hours,  and  suffered  a  small  loss  of  five  wounded.  At  the  dawn  of 
day  Monday  morning,  the  26th,  the  regiments  were  turned  out  as 
ordered,  with  the  utmost  promptitude,  without  knapsacks,  and  again 
wheeling  to  the  left,  we  marched  rapidly  several  miles  up  the  river, 
crossed  the  Rapahannock  (Hedgeman's  river)  without  opposition,  at 
Ilinson's  mill,  and  made  a  forced  march  of  twenty-four  miles  that  day, 
up  the  Salem  Valley  to  Cobbler's  mountain. 

On  the  27th,  we  continued  the  march,  without  wagons,  or  baggage 
of  any  kind,  turning  to  the  right  at  Salem,  through  Thoroughfare 
Gap,  in  the  Bull  Run  mountain,  and  slept  at  night  in  rear  of  our 
artillery,  in  the  road  near  Bristoe's  Station,  on  the  Orange  and  Alex 
andria  railroad.  The  next  morning  we  reached  Manasaas  Junction, 
where  the  enemy,  attempting  to  recapture  it,  (said  to  be  General 
Taylor's  Now  Jersey  brigade,  from  Alexandria,)  were  scattered,  with 
considerable  loss,  and  driven  by  our  forces  across  Ball  Run,  towards 
Cenlreville.  In  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  the  brigade  returned  from 
pursuit  to  the  junction,  where  three  days'  rations  were  issued  from 
the  vast  supply  of  captured  stores,  and  the  men,  for  a  few  hours, 
rested  and  regaled  themselves  upon  delicacies  unknown  to  our  com 
missariat,  which  they  were  in  good  condition  to  enjoy,  having  eaten 
nothing  for  several  days  except  roasting  ears,  taken,  by  order,  from 
the  corn-fielda  near  the  road,  and  what  was  given  by  the  generous 
citizens  of  the  Salem  Valley  to  the  soldiers  as  they  hurried  along  in 
their  rapicVrnarch. 

1  have  thus  thought  proper  to  state,  somewhat  in  detail,  the  inci 
dents  of  this  bold  flank  movement  by  which  we  crossed  the  Rappa 
hannock,  turned  the  right  of  the  enemy,  got  entirely  into  his  rear, 
and  c*ut  off  all  his  communications,  seemingly  without  his  knowledge, 
and  certainly  without  serious  opposition  from  him. 

Wounded  in  the  Affair  at  Rappahannock  : 

Thirteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers,  -     2 

Fourteenth  •       "  "  "  "  -     3 

Total,  -  -  .'....     5 

THE  SECOND  BATTLE  OP  MANASSAS.  ' 

At  dark,  on  the  evening  of  Wednesday ^ie  27th  of  August,  the 
brigade,  in  conjunction  with  that  of  Coloner  (now  General)  Thomas, 
was  thrown  out  on  the  south  'side  of  the  Manassas  Junction  as  the 
rear  guard,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  facing  the  enemy,  who  had, 
during  the  evening,  been  fighting  General  Ewell  near  Bristoe's  Sta 
tion.  Standing  under  arms  here,  we  had  a  fine  view  of  the  magnifi 
cent  conflagration  caused  by  the  burning  of  sutler's  and  commissary 
stores,  together  with  about  a  hundred  cars  on  the  railroad,  freighted 
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with  every  article  necessary  for  the  outfit  of  a  great  army,  all  of 
which  was  set  on  fire  about  midnight  and  consumed. 

About  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Thursday,  the  28th,  we  si 
lently  retired  from  our  picket  lines  in  front  of  the  enemy,  and,  by  the 
light  of  the  smouldering  ruins,  followed  the  division  across  Bull  Run,  at 
Blackburn's  ford,  to  Centreville.  Here  we  rested  a  short  time,  and 
thence  turned  back  towards  Bull  Ru-n,  and,*moving  by  theWarrenton 
turnpike,  crossed  the  run  again  near  the  stone  bridge.  At  this  critical 
moment,  the  enemy  falling  back  from  the  Rappahannock,  (caused 
doubtless  by  our  flank  movement,)  were  coming  down  the  turnpike 
from  Warrenton,  meeting  us.  Soon  after  crossing  the  run,  we  turned 
to  the  right,  leaving  the  turnpike,  and  after  going  up  the  river  a  short 
distance,  changed  front  and  were  drawn  up  in  battle  array,  along  the 
line  of  the  unfinished  independent  railroad  track,  facing  the  turnpike, 
along  which  the  enemy  was  moving.  Brisk  firing  was  heard  upon 
our  right,  and  about  dark,  the  brigade  was  hurried  to  the  scene  of  ac 
tion,  and  ordered  to  report  to  General  Ewell,  who  was  directing  the 
engagement.  Arrived  on  the  field  after  dark,  finding  General  Ewell 
badly  wounded.  Soon  after  the  firing  ceased.  We  slept  upon^our 
arms  near  Ewell's  battle-field,  and  the  next  morning,  at  early  dawn, 
returned  near  the  position  first  taken  up  by  us  the  evening  before,  and 
were  placed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  whole  com 
mand,  near  Catharpin  Run.  We  occupied  a  small,  rocky,  wooded 
knoll,  having  a  railroad  excavation  bending  around  the  east  and  north 
fronts,  and  a  cleared  field  on  the  northwest.  This  position  was 
slightly  in  advance  of  the  general  line,  and  besides,  being  on  the  ex 
treme  left,  was  considered  important,  because  of  the  Sudley  ford  road, 
which  it  commanded.  Our  line  made  an  obtuse  angle,  pointing  to 
wards  the  enemy,  one  side  of  which  ran  nearly  parallel  with  the 
railroad  cut,  and  the  other  along  the  fence  bordering  the  cleared  field 
before  spoken  of.  Within  these  contracted  limits  was  the  little  tongue 
of  woodland  which  we  occupied,  and  which  we  were  directed  to  hold 
at  all  hazards.  On  this  spot,  barely  large  enough  to  hold  the  brig 
ade,  we  stood  and  fought,  with  intervals  of  cessation,  from  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning  until  dark.  We  repulsed  many  successive 
charges,  I  believe  seven,  the  enemy  constantly  throwingfresh  columns 
upon  us,  and  persisting  in  his  effort  to  carry  the  point  with  the  ut 
most  obstinacy.  During  the  different  struggles  of  the  day.  the  regi 
ments  were  relieved  and  shifted  as  occasion  required.  The  space 
covered  by  the  brigade  was  so  small,  and  the  distance  between  the 
regiments  so  inconsiderable,  that  I  would  not  be  able,  if  it  were  ne 
cessary,  to  state  all  the  movements  which  were  made.  I  can  only  advert 
to  the  positions  of  the  respective  regiments  at  one  or  two  important 
junctures  during  the  day.  In  the  morning  the  regiments  of  the  brig 
ade  were  posted  as  follows  :  The  thirteenth  South  Carolina  volunteers 
(Colonel  Edwards)  on  the  right;  to  his  left,  the  first  South  Carolina 
volunteers,  (Lieutenant  Colonel  McCready  ;)  to  his  left,  the  twelfth 
South  Carolina  volunteers,  (Colonel  Barnes;)  to  his  left,  the  four 
teenth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  (Colonel  McGowan,)  the  latter  regi 
ment  being  thrown  back  along  the  fence  bordering  the  field  above 
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referred  to,  and  Orr's  regiment  of -rifle-?  (Colonel  Marshall)  behind 
tho  centre,  in  reserve.  General  Gregi*  and  his  staff,  and  all  the  field 
officers,  were  on  foot.  The  fight  was  commenced  bj  us.  From  the 
ttoise  which  came  from  the  woods,  across  the  railroad,  and  the  cou- 
atant  firing  of  the  skirmishers,  we  knew  that  we  were  in  the  presence 
of  the  enemy,  and  General  Gregg  sent  out  Lieutenant  Colonel  M«.v- 
Cready,  with  his  regiment,  to  ascertain  his  location  and  number.  He 
had  gone  but  a  short  distance  into  the  woods  beyond  the  railroad 
•cut,  when  ho  fell  upcn  a  large  column  of  the  enemy  and  returner). 
General  Gregg,  having  thus  discovered  them,  directed  the  first  and 
twelfth  regiments  to  advance  and  "drive  back  the  enemy."  These 
regiments  commenced  the  advance  together,  but  as  the  enemy  threat 
ened  to  flank  the  line  on  both  the  right  and  left,  they  soon  separated. 
The  first,  in  order  to  protect  its  threatened  right,  inclined  to  the  right, 
and  handsomely  drove  the  enemy  up  the  railroal.  Colonel  Edwards 
{the  thirteenth)  supported  Lieutenant  Colonel  McCready  in  the  move 
ment,  and  gallantly  held  his  exposed  position  on  the  right  near  the 
railroad,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day  The  twelfth  being  pressed 
by  a  heavy  column  on  its  left  flank,  Colonel  Barnes  changed  front  to 
the  left,  and  charging  in  the  most  spirited  manner,  drove  the  enemy 
down  the  railroad,  breaking  and  routing  them  as  often  as  they  at 
tempted  to  make  a  stand.  When  he  had  driven  off  the  enemy  an<i 
was  returning,  Col.  Barnes  was  joined  by  Col.  Marshall,  who  had  been 
sent  to  his  assistance,  and  the  two  regiments  again  Charged  and  drove  HI 
heavy  body,  massing  near  the  railroad.  All  the  regiments  at  this 
time  were  recalled  by  an  order  not  to  advance,  and  in  5*0  doing  bring 
on  a  general  engagement,  but  to  hold  the  position  and  act  on  the  de 
fensive.  These  dashing  charges  in  advance  were  entirely  successful, 
and  at  twelve,  M.,  our  front  was  cleared  of  the  enemy,  but  they  sooti 
began  to  close  around  us  again.  It  happened  that  there  was  an  in 
terval  of  about  a  hundred  and  seventy-five  yards  between  our  right  an4 
the  left  of  General  Thomas'  brigade.  Opposite  to  this  interval  the 
railroad  cut  was  very  deep,  and  the  enemy  getting  into  the  cut  at 
some  point  beyond,  crawled,  unobserved,  down  the  excavation  to  a  point 
opposite  this  interval,  and,  in  very  heavy  force,  made  a  sudden  rush  to 
«nter  this  gap.  The  attack  from  that  quarter  was  unexpected,  and 
for  a  short  time  seemed  likely  to  succeed.  The  assailants  succeeded 
in  getting  nearly -across  the  point  of  woods  to  the  field  on  the  north 
west,  thus  for  a  moment  cutting  off  and  isolating  our  brigade,  but  it 
was  only  for  a  moment.  The  fourteenth  regiment  South  Carolina 
volunteers,  which  at  the  time  was  in  reserve,  was  promptly  wheeled 
into  the  gap.  and  assisted  by  the  left  regiment  of  General  Thooiasi 
brigade,  (believed  to  be  the  forty-ninth  Georgia,)  and  such  parts  cf 
our  brigade  as  were  near  the  point,  drove  them  back  across  the  rail 
road  cut,  with  great  slaughter.  The  opposing  forces  at  one  time  de 
livered  their  volleys  into  each  other  at  the  distance  of  ten  paces. 

About  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  another  most  vigorous  effort  for  the  posi 
tion  was  made  from  all  the  points  held  by  the  enemy,  whose  fire  now 
formed  a  semi  circle  of  flame  and  smoke,  extending  at  least  half  round 
.the  devoted  hill.  For  .the  first  time  they  now  came  through  the  corner 
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cf  the  open  field  which  has  been  so  often  referred  to,  and  pressed 
heavily  on  Orr's  rifles,  which  at  this  moment  occupied  the  fence. 
Colonel  J.  Foster  Marshall  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  D.  A.  Ledbetter, 
together  with  many  other  gallant  officers  and  soldiers  of  this 
regiment  fell  here,  but  the  obstinate  enemy  was  again  repulsed  at  aH 
points  and  driven  beyond  the  railroad.  From  the  long-continue*! 
struggle,  the  ammunition  of  the  men  was*all  expended,  but*  the  reso* 
lution  of  General  Gregg  to  hold  the  position  was  unchanged.  When 
Major  General  Hill,  commanding,  sent  to  -enquire  whether  he  could 
hold  out,  he  replied,  modestly,  he  thought  he  could,  adding,  as  if  cas 
ually,  that  "  his  ammunition  was  about  expended,  but  he  slill  had  the 
bayo?tet."  It  was  now  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  there  was  no  abate 
ment  in  '  the  fury  of  the  assaults,  when  the  brigades  of  Generals 
Branch  and  Early,  having  been  sent  to  our  assistance,  came  in  most 
opportunely  and  gallantly.  After  these  reinforcements  had  arrived 
and  passed  to  the  front,  General  Gregg  collected  the  remnant  of  his 
regiments  and,  placing  them  in  line  behind  the  troops  now  engaged, 
gave  them  instructions  to  lie  down,  and,  if  our  friends  were  overpow 
ered  and  had  to  fall  back  over  them,  to  wait  until  the  enemy  was 
very  near,  then  rise  and  drive  them  back  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
The  men  all  lay  down  as  instructed,  resolved,  as  the  last  resort  to  try 
the  virtue  of  the  cold  steel  ;  but,  happily,  the  necessity  did  not  arise. 
The  enemy  were  finally  driven  back  at  all  points,  and  night  closed 
upon  us,  occupying  the  identical  spot  which  we  were  ordered  to  hold 
ia  the  morning.  We  slept  on  the  field  of  battle,  Hnd  remained  in  po 
sition  all  the  next  day  whilst  the  great  battle  of  the  second  Manas- 
sas  was  progressing  on  our  right.  The  enemy  made  several  attempts 
to  advance,  but  the  admirable  practice  of  Captain  Macintosh's  battery 
kept  them  beyond  musket  range,  scattering  them  with  shot  and  shell 
every  time  they  moved  forward.  Some  few  men  were  wounded  by 
shell,  but  we  were  nob  very  actively  engaged  on  that  day. 

Friday,  the  29th,  was  the  glorious  but  bloody  day  for  the  brigade. 
It  may  be  allowed  for  us  to  claim  that,  by  holding  the  left  steady  on 
Friday,  we  contributed  something  to  the  success  of  the  great  battle 
on  Saturday.  The  distinguished  Brigadier  General  who  commanded, 
and  who  was  present  everywhere  during  the  day,  and  exerting  him 
self  to  the  utmost,  was  himself  spared,  only  to  fall  upon  another  vic 
torious  field,  (Fredericksburg,)  but  many  of  our  noblest  and  best  offi 
cers  and  men  fell  there.  The  aggregate  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of 
the  brigade  in  this  battle  was  six  hundred  and  thirteen,  (613.) 

All  the  field  officers  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  ex,cept  two. 
Among  those  who  gloriously  yielded  up  their  lives  on  the  battle-field 
are  the  following  officers:  Colonel  J.  Foster  Marshall  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  D.  A.  Ledbetter,  Captain  M.  M.  Norton  and  Lieutenant  W. 
C.  Davis,  of  Orr's  rifles;  Captain  C.  D.  Barksdale  and  Lieutenant 
John  M.  Munro,  of  the  first  South  Carolina  volunteers;  Lieutenants 
J.  A.  May  and  Hunnicutt  of  the  twelfth;  Captain  A.  K.  Smith  and 
Adjutant  W.  D.  Goggins,  of  the  the  thirteenth  South  Carolina  volun- 
tee'rs.. 

Among  the  wounded  were  the  following  officers  :  Lieutenant  Coth- 
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ran,  of  Orrs  rifles  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  McCready,  of  the  first  South 
Carolina  volunteers  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  McCorlde,  Captain  Bookter, 
Captain  Grist,  and  Lieutenants  Dunlop,  Sharpe.  Bingham,  Dornin, 
Gwirin,  White.  Thode,  Hankie  and  Rollins,  of  the  twelfth  South 
Carolina  volunteers  ;  Colonel  Edwards,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Farron, 
Major  Brockman,  Captain  R.  L.  Boudon,  Captain  P.  A.  Eichelber- 
ger,  Captain  J.  W.  Meetze,  and  Lieutenants  Copeland,  Crooker, 
Grice,  Thorn  and  Felloes,  of  the  thirteenth  South  Carolina  volunteers  ; 
Col.  MeGowan,  Captain  Stuckey,  Captain  Brown,  and  Lieuts.  Rob 
ertson,  Carter  and  Allen,  of  the  fourteenth  South  Carolina  volun 
teers. 

Statement  of  Killed  and  Wounded  : 

Killed.  Wounded.  Aggregate. 

Orr's  rifle?,  19  97  1  16' 

First  S.  Carolina  Volunteers,     24  119  143 

Twelfth  S.  Carolina  Vols.,  24  121  145 

Thirteenth  S.  Carolina  Vols.,      23  118  144 

Fourteenth  S.  Carolina  Vols  ,8  57  65 

101  *512  6i3 

Field  Officers  Killed  : 

Colonel  J.  Foster  Marshall,  Orr's  Rifles. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  D.  A.  Ledbetter,  Orr's  Rifles. 

Field  Officers  Wounded  : 

Colonel  Dixon,  twelfth  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  McCorkle,  twelfth  'South  Carolina  Volunteers, 
Colonel  0.-  E.  Edwards,  thirteenth  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  T.  S.  Farron,  thirteenth    South  Carolina   Vol- 
unters. 

Major  B.  T.  Erockman,  thirteenth  South. Carolina  Volunteers. 
Colonel  S.  McGowan,  fourteenth  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  E.  McCieadj,  first  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 

Ox  HILL. 

Being  wounded  at  Manassas,  I  was  not  with  the  brigade  in  the 
campaign  into  Maryland  which  followed,  and  therefore  this  report 
must  be  short  and  unsatisfactory.  The  brigade  remained  upon  the 
battle-field  of  Manassas  until  Sunday,  the  3  1st  of  August,  when  they 
moved  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  Crossing  Bull  Run  at  Sudley  ford 
and  reaching  Pleasant  Valley  that  night,  the  next  day,  September 
1st,  they  moved  towards  Fairfax  Court  House,  and  late  in  the  even 
ing,  near  Ox  Hill,  suddenly  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy,  who 
was  already  in  position  on  the  right  and  front,  covering  his  line  of 
retreat  from  Centreville  to  Fairfax  Court-House.  Whilst  on  the 
march,  the  skirmishers  suddenly  commenced  firing,  and  the  brigade 
quickly  formed  in  line  of  battle,  under  a  heavy  fire.  The  thirteenth 
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and  fourteenth  South  Carolina  volunteers  were  posted  in  front,  the 
twelfth  South  Carolina  volunteers  supporting  the  fourteenth,  and 
Orr's  rifles  supporting  the  thirteenth,  and  the  first  South  Carolina 
volunteers  in  reserve.  In  this  order,  with  loaded  muskets  and  fixed 
bayonr  t.s.  they  were  immediately  pushed  upon  the  enemy  south  of  the 
turnpike.  They  advanced  rapidly  to  a  fence.  The  twelfth  was  thrown 
out  on  the  left  of  the  fourteenth  to  lengthen  the  line,  and  the  rifles 
were  also  thrown  forward.  After  a  short,  but  very  busk  and  severe 
contest,  they  drove  the  enemy  back.  A  cold  and  drenching  thunder 
shower  swept  over  the  field  during  the  engagement,  arid  rendered 
many  of  the  guns  unfit  for  use.  The  enemy  withdrew  and  we  slept 
upon  the  field.  *The  brigade  went  into  action  unexpectedly,  but  be 
haved  extremely  well.  For  the  time  they  were  engaged,  and  the 
email  numbers  present,  their  loss  was  heavy,  being  in  the  aggregate 
one  hundred  and  four  killed  and  wounded,  including  some  valuable 
officers.  Among  the  killed  were  Lieutenant  W.  C.  Leppard,  of  the 
thirteenth,  and  Adjutant  W.  C.  Buckannon,  of  the  twelfth ;  and 
among  the  wounded  were  Captain  A.  P.  West  and  Lieutenant  E  T. 
Youngblood,  of  the  fourteenth,  and  Robert  Junkins,  of  Orr's  rifles. 

No  field  officers  killed  or  wounded. 

• 

Statement  of  Killed  and   Wounded : 

Killed,  Wounded.  Aggregate. 

First  South  Carolina  volunteers,             1                    7  8 

Orr's  riflpg,                                                    5                  25  30 

Twelfth  South  Carolina  volunteers,          1                   10  11 

Thirteenth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  5                  24  29 

Fourteenth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  3                  23  26 — 104 

CAPTURE  OF  HARPER'S  FERRY. 

The  brigade  left  Ox  Hill  on  the  3rd  of  September,  and,  marching 
through  Dranesville  and  Leesburg,  crossed  the  Potomac  into  Mary- 
,  land  .it  White's  ford  on  the  5th.  Th^y  rested  at  Monocacy  Junction, 
near  Frederick  City,  until  the  10th,  when,  in  order  to  perform  their 
part  in  the  investment  and  capture  of  Harper's  Ferry,  they  com 
menced  a  forced  march,  and,  making  a  large  circuit  by  way  of  Boons- 
boro',  WHliamsport  and  Martinsburg,  reached  the  vicinity  of  Harper's 
Ferry,  from  the  Virginia  side,  on  the  13th.  Sunday,  the  14th,  the 
brigade  moved  down  the  Winchester  railroad,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Shenandoah,  and  were  engaged  during  the  night,  until  t*>vo  o'clock 
the  next  morning,  in  getting  into  position  on  the  plateau  between 
the  Shenandoah  and  Bolivar  Heights,  the  latter  place  being  held  by  a 
strong  force  of  the  enemy.  Here  morning  dawned  upon  the  com 
mand,  ready  to  storm  the  heights.  The  view  was  magnificent, 
presenting  such  a  spectacle  as  is  rarely  seen.  At  early  dawn  the 
batteries  of  Mclntosh  and  Davidson  opened  upon  the  left  of  our  posi 
tion,  and  soon  after  other  batteries  commenced  firing  upon  the  enemy 
from  the  Loudoun  Heights,  beyond  the  Shenandoah.  When  every^ 
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thing  was  ready  for  the  assault,  a  white  flag  was  seen  displayed  by  the 
enemy  as  evidence  of  surrender,  and,  at  half-past  stven  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  15th  September,  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill  en 
tered  the  captured  works.  At  nine  o'cloclTthe  brigade  was  marched 
up  to  the  heights  and  employed  in  guarding  prisoners,  arms,  &c.  We 
sustained  no  loss  in  these  brilliant  operations. 

• 

SlIAPPSBURG. 

At  Harper's  Ferry,  during  the  l'6th,  heavy  cannonading  on  th" 
Maryland  side  was  distinctly  heard,  and  on  Wednesday  we  made  a 
forced  march  up  the  river,  crossed  the  river  at  Botelcr's  ford,  a  shore 
distance  below  Shepherdstown,  and  arrived  on  the  field  of  Sharpsburg 
in  the  afternoon,  about  two*miles  from  the  Potomac,  reaching  the 
actual  presence  of  the  enemy  at  forty  minutes  past  three  o'clock,  P. 
M.,  which  was  not  a  moment  too  soon  for  the  fortunes  of  the  day. 
The  general  line  of  our  army  seemed  to  be  in  front  of  the  town  cf 
Sharpsburg,  facing  the  east,  with  its  right  flank  stretching  towards 
the  Potomac.  The  enemy  were  in  front,  along  the  line  of  the  An- 
tietam  river.  We  earne  upon  the  field  on  the  extreme  right  of  our 
line,  perhaps  two  miles  from  the  Potomac.  It  was  seen  at  once  tha: 
a  large  force  of  the  enemy  (said  to  be  Burnside's  division)  were  in 
the  act  of  sweeping  down  the  Antietarn  and  around  our  right,  with 
the  object  manifestly  of  cutting  off  our  army  from  the  Potomac. 
The  light  division  came  from  the  proper  direction,  and  at  the  right 
moment,  to  meet  this  column  and  drive  it  back  across  the  Antietam. 
Gregg's  brigade  was  placed  in  position  on  the  right.  The  fourteenth 
South  Carolina  volunteers,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Simpson,  being  the 
leading  regiment,  w^as  thrown  out  to  hold  a  position  on  the  extreme 
right,  being  the  point  of  our  line  nearest  the  Potomac.  The  enemy, 
checked  ia  his  flank  movement,  never  got  so  far  to  our  right,  and 
consequently  that  regiment  was  not  actively  engaged.  The  first 
South  Carolina  volunteers,  Colonel  Hamilton,  the  twelfth^  Colone- 
Barnes,  and  thirteenth.  Colonel  Edwards,  formed  in  line  of  battle, 
were  directed  to  enter  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  fourteenth  and  drive 
back  the  enemy.  This  line  advanced  to  the  top  of  a  hill,  in  a  corn 
field,  and  there  engaged  the  enemy,  who  appeared  advancing  in  force 
upon  the  opposite  hili,  and  held  a  fence  in  the  ravine  between  the 
hills.  They  checked  at  once  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  Colone: 
Edwards,  on  the  left,  took  up  a  strong  position  behind  a  stone  fence 
and  held  it.  Colonel  Barnes  advanced  down  the  hill  and,  with  ;* 
charge,  gallantly  drove  the  enemy  from  the  fence  in  front.  He  was, 
however,  in  a  few  moments,  flanked  by  a  large  body  on  the  right,  and 
had  to  retire  his  regiment  a  short  distance  up  the  hill,  the  enemy  im 
mediately  re-occupying  the  fence.  Colonel  Barnes  soon  returned  to 
the  attack  and,  upon  the  same  ground,  charged  with  his  fine  regiment 
three  times,  and  the  last  time  drove  them  from  the  fence  and  up  the 
hill  beyond,  with  great  slaughter. 

In  the  meantime,  Colonel  Hamilton,  feeling  a  heavy  pressure  upon 
his  right,  obliqued  his  regiment  in  that  direction  and  gallantly  drove 
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them,  clearing  the  front,  and  at  the  same  time  covering  the  right  of 
Colonel  Barnes.  A  heavy  body  now  appeared  on  the  right  of  Colonel 
Hamilton,  and  Captain  Perrin,  commanding  Orr's  rifles,  was  sent  out 
to  sweep  the  field  in  that  direction.  He  led  his  regiment  up  a  hill, 
discovered  the  enemy  in  the  hollow  beyond,  dispersed  them  at  once, 
arid  held  the  position,  which  was  somewhat  in  advance  of  the  general 
fine.  Thus  the  columns  which  were  enveloping  the  right  of  our  army 
were  driven  back  at  all  points,  and,  at  the  last  moment,  Sharpsburg 
made  a  victory  for  the  Confederate  arms. 

The  brigade  held  its  position  on  the  field  all  night,  the  next  day, 
and  until  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  19th,  when  they 
joined  the  division  and  moved  towards  Boteler's*  fora  on  the  Potomac, 
which  was  crossed  without  losing  a  man.^  In  the  critical  operation  of 
crossing  the  river  in  the  face  of  so  large  a  force,  the  light  division, 
General  A.  P.  Hill,  was  the  rear  guard,  and  Gregg's  brigade  was  in 
rear  of  the  division.  Two  companies  of  the  fourteenth  South  Caro 
lina  volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Brown,  were  thrown 
out  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Simpson  as  skirmishers,  in  a  corn-field, 
about  a  mile  from  the  river,  thus  covering  the  passage  of  the  army. 
About  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  whilst  the  light  division  was  crossing, 
Captain  Brown's  small  detachment  was  attacked  by  cavalry,  but,  dis 
persing  them  by  a  single  volley,  they  succeeded  in  reaching  the  river 
and  crossing  in  safety. 

The  fighting  at  Sharpsburg  was  severe,  and  the  loss  considerable, 
being  in  the  aggregate  one  hundred  and  sixty-five.  Among  the  killed 
were  Colonel  Dixon  Barnes,  Captain  F.  A.  Erwin  and  Lieutenant 
Blackman,  of  the  twelfth  South  Carolina,  volunteers,  and  Lieutenant 
J.  A.  Mclntyre,  of  the  first  South  Carolina  volunteers.  Among  the 
wounded  were  Captain  M.  P.  Parker,  of  the  first  South  Carolina  vol 
unteers  ;  Captain  J.  L.  Miller,  Captain  II.  C.  Davis,  Lieutenant  R. 
M.  Kerr,  and  Captain  J.  M.  Perrin,  commanding  Orr's  rifles  ;  W.  J. 
Stone  and  S.  G.  Koseborough,  of  the  twelfth  South  Carolina  volun 
teers,  and  Lieutenants  J.  M.  Wheeler  and  W.  L.  Leitzer,  of  the 
thirteenth.  Where  all  did  their  duty  well,  it  may  not  be  unpardon 
able  to  declare  that,  in  this  battle,  the  palm  was  borne  off  by  the 
intrepid  Colonel  Barnes,  who  nobly  fell  whilst  leading  the  invincible 
twelfth  in  their  last  victorious  charge.  Colonel  Barnes  vas  as 
amiable  and  generous  in  peace  as  he  was  gallant  and  irresistible  in 
war.  Having  large  wealth  and  high  position  at  home,  he  left  all  to 
fall  at  the  head  of  his  beloved  regiment,  gallantly  struggling  for  the 
independence  of  his  country. 

Statement  of  Killed  and  Wounded. 

Killed.  Wounded.  Aggregate. 

First  South  Carolina  volunteers,            4                 3'0  34 

Orr's  rifles,                                            .3                    9  12 

Twelfth  South  Carolina  volunteers,      20                  83*  104 

Thirteenth  South  Carolina  volunteers,   1                  14  15 — 165 
*Two  missing. 
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Field  Officer  Killed: 
Colonel  Dixon  Barnes,  twelfth  Siuth  Carolina  volunteers. 

SHEPHERDSTOWN. 

After  crossing  the  river  into  Virginia  and  marching  about  five 
miles,  the  brigade  spent  the  night,  and  was  ordered  back  next  morn 
ing,  the  20th,  to  Botelers  ford,  near  Sbepherdstown,  to  drive  back 
the  enemy,  who  was  reported  to  be  crossing  at  that  point.  General 
Gregg  formed  line  of  battle,  Orr's  rifles  deployed  as  skirmishers  in 
front,  and  advanced  in  splendid  style.  The  batteries  of  the  enemy, 
on  the  Maryland  side,  poured  upon  them  a  terrible  fire  of  grape, 
round  shot  and  shell.  Their  practice  was  remarkably  fine,  bursting 
shells  in  the  ranks  at  every  discharge.  The  fourteenth  South  Caro 
lina  volunteers,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Simpson,  from  the  nature  of  the 
ground  over  which  itf  passed,  was  particularly  exposed.  When  the 
artillery  made  gaps  in  their  ranks,  they  closed  up  like  veterans,  and 
marched  on  without  confusion  or  in  the  least  losing  distance.  The 
rifles  went  down  near  to  the  river  and  drove  the  enemy  into  the 
water,  most  of  them  being  either  lulled  or  drowned.  The  brigade  lay 
under  a  terrible  fire  of  shells  all  day,  and  at  dark  returned  to 
bivouac.  The  loss  of  the  brigade  was  sixty-three  killed  and 
wounded,  mostly  in  the  fourteenth.  Among  the  killed,  behi£  the 
brave,  generous,  and  efficient  Captain  Junes  II.  Durilap,  of  Laurens, 
South  Carolina,  who  was  blown  to  pieces  by  a  shell  ;  and  among  the 
wounded  was  Lieutenant  D.  II.  Hamilton,  Jr.,  adjutant  of  the  first 
South  Carolina  volunteers. 

On  Sunday,  the  2nd  November,  occurred  the  affair  at  Castler&an's 
ford,  near  Snicker's  Gap.  Gregg's  and  Thomas'  brigades,  accompa 
nied  by  a  battery  of  artillery,  were  thrown  forward  as  a  sort  of 
picket,  to  secure  that  ford  against  any  effort  General  McClellan  (who 
was  reported  to  be  at  Sniekersville  in  for^e)  might  make  to  pass  the 
mountain  there.  Qregg's  brigade  took  position  and,  under  light  fire 
of  artillery,  awaited  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  who  never  reached 
our  side  of  the  ford.  In  this  affair  the  brigade  lost  three  wounded, 
one  mortally. 

The  brigade  remained  in  bivouac,  at  different  places  in  the  lower 
Valley,  until  Saturday,  tfce  .22nd  November,  when  they  moved,  with 
the  light  division,  from  Jordan's  spring,  on  the  Opeo^uon,  near  Win 
chester.  Marching  up  the  Winchester  and  Staunton  turnpike,  we 
turned  to  the  left  at  Kew  Maiket,  passed  the  Blue  llidge  at  Milam's 
.  Gap,  theij  covered  with  snow,  and  on  the  27th  left  the  beautiful  Valley 
of  Virginia.  Passing  by  Madison  and  Orange,  we  reached  the  Mas. 
saponax  Bill,  near  Frederick  sburg,  on  Wednesday,  the  3rd  of 
December,  having  made  a  march  cf  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
miles  in  twelve  days.  Again  regretting  much  the  many  imperfections 
of  this  hasty  sketch  of  operations  which  must  be  historical, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  McGOWAN, 
Brigadier  General  contmanding  Second  Brigade,  L.  D. 
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STATEMENT  OF  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED. 

Killed. 
Orr's  rifles, 

First  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
Twelfth  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
Thirteenth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  — 
Fourteenth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  1(5 

SNICKER'S  (JAP. 


Wounded. 
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Aggregate, 
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Orr's  rifles, 

Twelfth  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
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Wounded. 


Aggregate. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  EVANS, 

HEADQUARTERS  EVANS*  BRIGADE, 
Near  Winchester,   Fa.,  October   13,   1862 


Major  G.  M.  SORREL, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Right  Wing  : 

MAJOR  :  In  pursuance  to  the  written  instructions  of  the  Major 
General  commanding,  I  beg  leave  to  report  the  action  of  my  command 
in  the  recent  engagements  in  Virginia  and  Maryland.  On  tho  6th  of 
August  last,  I  was  ordered  to  repair,  "with  my  brigade,  to  Malvern 
Hill,  and  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  wood  to  the  north  of  the  hill. 
I  deployed  my  troops  in  line  of  battle,  and,  after  marching  about  a 
mile  through  the  woodland  and  open  field,  encountered  the  cavalry 
pickets  of  the  enemy,  which  were  soon  driven  in  by  the  fire  of  two 
regiments,  killing  several  of  the  enemy,  who  soon  retired,  evacuating 
his  position — four  prisoners  taken. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  August,  I  was  ordered  to  support, 
with  my  brigade,  the  batteries  under  the  command  of  Major  Garnett, 
who  was  attacking  the  enemy  at  Rappahannock  Station,  with  further 
instructions  to  attack  the  enemy  should  he  appear  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river.  Receiving  a  message  from  Captain  Squiers,  command 
ing  the  battery,  that  the  enemy  were  in  a  small  redoubt,  which  they 
had  thrown  up  the  night  previous,  I  immediately  ordered  an  advance 
to  drive  him  from  his  position;  but,  on  the  approach  of -my  troops,  he 
soon  retreated  across  the  railroad  bridge,  before  we  were  in  musket 
range.  I  here  ordered  the  Macbeth  artillery,  Captain  Boyce,  to  ad 
vance,  occupy  the  work,  and  to  'open  fire  on  the  enemy  across  tho 
river.  This  point,  however,  Captain  Boyce  found  untenable,  as  the 
enemy's  batteries  swept  the  entire  hill  and  work.  Ho  was  compelled 
to  retire  with  the  loss  of  four  wounded.  The  entire  loss  of  my  brig 
ade  in  this  engagement  was  twenty-one  killed,  (enlisted  men)  ;  seven 
commissioned  officers,  and  seventy-five  enlisted  men,  wounded.  The 
coolness  of  the  men  and  of  the  officers  of  the  brigade  excited  my 
highest  admiration.  Many  of  them  never  haying  been  under  fire 
before,  sustained  a  severe  fire  of  grape  and  shell  for  more  than  three 
hours  without  breaking  line  of  battle. 

On  the  evening  of  the  29th  of  August,  the  brigade  engaged  the 
skirmishers  of  the  enemy,  in  considerable  force,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
road  near  Groveton,  and  rendered  efficient  co-operation  to  tho  com 
mands  of  General  Wilcox,  on  the  left,  and  General  Hood,  on  the 
right,  in  driving  the  enemy  from  his  position.  The  enemy  falling  back, 
and  the  darkness  of  the  night  concealing  his  movements,  I  formed  my 
brigade  in  the  camp  of  the  enemy,  until  ordered  to  fall  back  by  the 
Major  General  commanding;.  Leaving  a  strong  picket  in  my  front,  I 
withdrew  about  a  mile  to  the  rear. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  August,  the  enemy  presenting  himself 
in  large  force  near  Groveton,  I  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  the 
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troops   formed    immediately   on    the    right   of    the    road,   embracing 
Whiting's    divisio^n,   Brigadier    General    J.    B.    Hood,   commanding, 
Pickett's  brigade,   Colonel   Eppa  Hunton  commanding,  and   ray  own 
brigade.   I  would  state  that,  just  before  the  action  commenced,  Pickett's 
brigade  was  ordered  to  the   support  of  General   Kemper.     My  com 
mand  now  consisted  of  three  brigades,  which  were  disposed  as  follows  : 
Evans'    brigade,  with  the  left  resting  on  tfae  turnpike,  under  the  im 
mediate  command  of  Colonel  P.  F.  Stevens;  Hood,  with  his  command, 
on  Stevens'  light.     In  this  position   my  command   rested  until  about 
four   o'clock,    P.    M.,  when    General    Hood  was   ordered   to  advance, 
Colonel   Stevens   supporting   his    left.     The   command   soon   became 
warmly  engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  seemed  to  concentrate  a  heavy 
force    on    the     right    of    the     road,    and    opened    a    heavy    artillery 
fire  on   my    whole   line  from    right   to   left.     After   advancing   more 
than  a  mile,  the  command  of  General   Hood,  after  charging  the  bat 
teries  in  the  centre,  was   compelled   to   fall   back,  which  was   done  in 
good  order.     Stevens'  command   coming   up   immediately  afterwards, 
held  the  enemy  until  relieved,  timely,  by  Major  General  R    II    An 
derson's  division.     In    this   engagement  the   loss   of  Evans'   brigade 
was  very  severe — the  loss  being  fourteen  officers  and  ninety-eight  en 
listed  men  killed,  forty-eight  officers  and  four  hundred  and  sixty- three 
enlisted  men  wounded,  and  eight  enlisted  men   missing.     Among  the 
killed  were  the  gallant  Colonel  J.  H.  Means,  of  the  seventeenth  regi 
ment  South  Carolina  volunteers,  and  Colonel  J.  M.  Gadberry,  of  the 
eighteenth  regiment.     These  brave  men  were  shot  down  while  nobly 
leading  their   regiments   into    action.      Colonel   Gadberry  was   killed 
instantly  ;   Colonel  Means,  mortally  wounded,  survived  two  days.     It 
is  but  justice   to   the   memory  of  these   noble  and  gallant  officers  to 
mention  my  appreciation  of  their  valuable  services.     Colonel  Means, 
though  much  advanced  in   yea/s,  ever  exhibited  the  energy  of  youth 
in  battling  our  ruthless   foe,  and   devoting   his  whole   ability  to   our 
sacred  cause.   His  death  fully  exemplifies  his  devotion  to  his  country. 
Colonel  Gadberry  was  conspicuous  during  the  battle  for  his  dauntless 
conduct   and   unflinching   firmness.     Among   the  wounded  were   the 
brave  and  energetic  Major  F.  G.  Palmer,  of  the  Holcomb  legion,  and 
the  gallant  Colonel  H.  L.  Becbow,  of  the  twenty-first  regiment.    The 
list  of  the   other  gallant   dead  and  wounded  officers  is  herewith  en 
closed,  and  I  would  respectfully  refer  the  Major  General  commanding 
to  the  reports  of  their    immediate   commands  for  the  history  of  their 
actions.  To  Colonel  P.  F.  Stevens,  of  the  Holcomb  legion,  command 
ing  the  brigade,  I  am  much  indebted  for  his  untiring  zeal  and  daunt 
less  courage,  cheering  his  men,  under  heavy  fire,   during   the  entire 
engagement.     My  command   succeeded   in   driving   the   enemy  from 
their  batteries  with  great  slaughter,  and  turning  his  own  batteries 
against  his   retreating   forces.     A   large   number  of  small   arms  and 
accoutrements,  and  three  stand  of  colors  were  captured.     For  the  ac 
tion  of  the  Texas  and  third  Georgia  brigades,  I  respectfully  refer  to 
the  reports  of  General  Hood  and. the  Colonels  commanding. 

On  the  14th  of  August,  my  division  was  ordered   to  support  the 
command  of  Brigadier  General  Rodes,  on  the  left  of  the  road,  near 
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South  Mountain.  On  marching  ray  brigade  up  the  mountain,  on  oar 
extreme  loft,  I  was  informed  that  the  two  brigades,  "under  the  imme 
diate  command  of  Brigadier  General  Hood,  had  been  detached,  by 
order  of  the  Major  General  commanding,  to  support  our  right,  and  I 
was  further  ordered  to  hold  my  position  on  the  left,  a\nd  that  reinforce 
ments  would  be  sent.  On  my  arrival  at  the  summit  of  the  mountain, 
the  SKirmishers  of  the  enemy  were  met.  supported  by  several  of  hia 
batteries,  which  commanded  my  position.  1  ordered  Colonel  Stevens, 
commanding  brigade,  to  push  over  the  summit  and  engage  the  enemy 
then  firing  on  General  Rodes'  troops,  retiring.  Colonel  Stevens 
soon  became  engaged  with  a  much  superior  force,  two  columns  of  the 
enemy  advancing  rapidly  upon  his  small  command.  This  force,  how 
ever,  was  bravely  met,  and  the  position  held  until  the  troops  on  my 
right  had  retired,  leaving  my  brigade  nearl^surrounded  by  the  enemy. 
I  then  directed  my  troops  to  reii.e,  firing,  to  the  east  side  of  the 
mountain,  which  was  uone  in  good  order.  During  the  night,  I  received 
an  order  to  inarch  in  the  direction  of  Sharpsburg,  and  my  division 
ordered  to  act  as  rear-guard,  which  duty  was  performed  until  our>  ar- 
rivnl  at  the  Antietam  river,  on  the  evening  of  the  loth  September. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th,  General  Hood,  with  his  two  brigades, 
were  detached  and  sent  to  the  support  of  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill, 
leaving  me  but  two  biigadcs,  Colonels  Anderson's  and  Evans'  brig 
ades.  During  the  day  rny  command  was  held  as  support  to  Colonel. 
Walton's  artillery,  also  with  orders  to  defend  the  bridge  over  the  An 
tietam,  and  my  skirmishers  were  engaged  throughout  the  day  with 
the  sharpshooters  of  the  enemy.  .  v 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  the  enemy  attacked  our  left  in  forco, 
and  about  noon  Colonel  Anderson's  brigade  was  detached  to  support 
General  Hood,  then  supporting  Major  General  D.  II.  Hill,  en  our  left. 
About  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  was  ordered  to  rally  the  troops  then  flock*- 
ing  to  the  town  from  our  left,  and  to  bring  them  into  action.  After 
considerable  exertion,  with  the  assistance  of  my  entire  staff,  I  suc 
ceeded  in  collecting  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  and  of£cer3v 
whom  I  formed  into  two  commands,  and  placed  them  respectively 
un'ier  the  command  of  Colonels  Colquittand  Iverson,  of  Major  Gene 
ral  D  H.  Hill's  division.  At  three  o'clock,  observing  the  enemy  ap 
proaching  my  position,  (directly  on  the  left  of  the  road,)  also  attempt 
ing  to  cross  the  bridge  on  my  right,  I  ordered  an  advance,  Colonels 
Colquitt  and  Iverson  on  the  left,  with  Boyce's  battery,  and  Colonel 
Stevens  on  the  right,  supported  by  two  batteries  of  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee's 
battalion,  who  came  timely,  at  my  request,  to  my  assistance,  and  ren 
dered  material  aid  in  driving  the  enemy  back  across  the  river,  with 
Colonel  Stevens'  command  as  Skirmishers  on  the  right,  while  I  attacked 
the  enemy  with  Colquitf  s  and  Iverson's  commands  on  the  left. 

This  little  command  gallantly  drove  the  enemy  from  his  cover  in 
the  corn-field,  and  caused  him  to  retreat  in  confusion,  leaving  a  Mum-* 
ber  of  their  dead  and  two  stand  of  colors,  the  latter  having  been  shot 
down  by  a  well  directed  fire  of  Captain  Boyce's  battery.  I  also  re 
quested  Colonel  Walton,  of  the  artillery,  to  open  fire  on  the  enemy's 
batteries  that  had  crossed  the  bridge,  which,  being  promptly  dime,  had 
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the  desired  effect  of  driving  them  back.  My  brigade  then  resumed 
its  original  position,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night,  sleeping  on  their 
i,riLS.  For  individual  instances  of  gallantry  and  distinction,  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  immediate  commanders. 

To  my  general  and  personal  staff  I  ani  much  indebted,  for  their 
bravery  and  fidelity  in  carrying  my  orders.  Captain  T.  D.  Eason, 
ordnance  officer  ;  Captain  A.  L.  Evans,  assistant  adjutant  general; 
First  Lieutenant  Samuel  J.  Corrie,  aid-de  carcp,  were  often  under 
heavy  fire,  and  executed  their  several  duties  with  intrepidity.  My 
faithful  courier,  Mr.  Farquhar  Trazevant,  was  shot  dow,n  near  me  by 
4  shell,  inflicting  a  wound  from  which  he  has  since  died.  His  loss 
was  severe  to  me,  both  personally  and  in  his  official  capacity.  I  am 
•ilso  pained  to  announce  the  fall  of  Captain  Samuel  Jordan,  assistant 
adjutant  general  of  Colonel  Colquitt's  brigade,  who  was  shot  down 
while  gallantly  transmitting  my  orders.  Enclosed  herewith,  please  find 
the  reports  of  regimental  and  battery  commanders. 

The  total  loss  of  Evans'  brigade  in  the  above  mentioned  engage 
ments*  is  one  thousand  and  twenty-four  aggregate,  from  an  aggregate 
of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  on  the  30th  July, 
1.362.  It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  aggregate  for  duty  was  afterwards 
increased  to  twenty-two  hundred  by  the  addition  of  the  twenty-third 
jrogirnent  South  Carolina  volunteers. 

In  con-elusion,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Major  Gwieral  com 
manding  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  of  this  brigade. 

In  each  engagement  some  field  officer  was  either  wounded  or  killed. 
il  had  neglected  to  mention  above  the  loss  of  the  gallant  Lieutenant 
Colonel  T.  C.  Watkins,  of  the  twenty-third  regiment  South  Carolina 
volunteers,  and  Major  R.  S.  Means,  of  the  seventeenth  regiment,  both 
cf  ^vhom  were  shot  down  while  cheering  their  regiments.  Colonel 
VVatkins  was  killed  instantly,  and  Major  Means,  severely  wounded  in 
iboth  legs,  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  G.  EVANS, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 

p.  g. — -The  report  of  the  eighteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  vol 
unteers  will  be  forwarded  to-morrow. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  RANSOM  OF  BATTLE 
OF  SJIARPSBURG. 

HEADQUARTERS  RANSOM'S  BRIGADE,      ) 
Camp  near  Marlimburg,  Fa.,  September  22,  1862.  } 

v 

Captain  WILLIAM  A.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
performed  by  my  brigade  in  the* battle  near  Sharpsburg,  Maryland, 
on  the  J7th  instant : 

The  regiments  present  were  the  twenty-fourth,  twenty-fifth,  thirty- 
fifth  and  forty-ninth  North  Carolina  troops,  commanded  respectively 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Harris,  Colonel  Kutledge,  Colonel  Ransom 
and  Lieutenant  Coionel  McAfee.  The  strength  present  was  about 
sixteen  hundred  aggregate. 

About  three  o'clock,  in  the  morning  of  the  17th  instant,  the  brigade,, 
followed  by  the  others  of  the  division,  was  moved  to  the  extreme°right 
of  the  position  occupied  by  our  troops,  and  posted  upon  some  hills- 
which  commanded  an  open  country.  Here  it  remained  in  line  untili 
about  nine  o'clock,  when  an  order  from  General  Lee  directed  the  di 
vision  to  the  left,  where  the  enemy  was  pushing  back  our  forces. 

From  the  first  position  the  brigade  moved  left  in  front  until  we- 
had  passed  the  town  of  Sharpsburg  some  half  raile-to  the  north,  when 
it  was  formed  into  line  by  inversion,  bringing  the  forty-ninth  over  the 
right.  The  line  was  formed  ui^ler  a  severe  fire,  and  in  the  presence 
of  some  of  our  troops,  who  had  been  driven  back.  As  soon  as  formed, 
the  whole  brigade  was  pushed  rapidly  forward,  and,  after  passing  some 
two  hundred  yards,  I  received  orders  to  form  to  the  right  and  resist 
the  enemy,  who  were  in  possession  of  a  piece  of  woods.  The  chango 
of  position  was  effected  with  three  of  the  regiments,  the  forty- ninth., 
twenty- fifth  and  thirty-fifth  ;  but  the  twenty-fourth,  on  the  extreme- 
leffr,  had  come  upon  the  enemy  and  opened  fire,  find  continued  in  the 
first  position,  upon  the  left  of  General  B.-irksd  tie's  brigade. 

Upon  reaching  the  woods,  wo  mot  parts  of  Hood's  and  Early's  com 
mands,  and,- leaving  them,  _  immediately  encountered  the  enemy  in 
strong  force,  flushed  with  a  temporary  success.  A  tremendous  fi:e 
vas  poured  into  them  and,  without  a  halt,  the  woods  was  cleared,  and 
the  crest  next  the  enemy  occupied. 

At  this  time,  I  determined  to  charge  across  a  field  in  our  front,  and 
to  a  woods  beyond,  which  was  held  by  the  enemy;  but  h»  again  ap 
proached  in  force  to  within  a  hundred  yards,  where  he  was  met  by 
the  same  crushing  fife  which  had  driven  him  first  from  the  position. 
I  now  went  to  recall  the  twenty-fourth,  which  had  passed  on— which, 
bad  been  directed,  as  I  afterwards  heard,  by  General  Stewart,  to  oc 
cupy  a  position  near  the  extreme  left— but  finding  it  was  so  far  away,. 
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returned.  During  my  absence,  the  enemy  again  attempted  to  force 
the  position,  after  subjecting  us  to  a  fearful  storm  of  iron  missiles  for 
thirty  minutes.  Colonel  Ransom,  commanding  during  my  absence, 
repulsed  him  pienally  and  put  an  tnd  to  any  further  attempt  by  in- 
iantry  to  dislodge  us.  Immediately  after  this,  fire  from  two  large  bat-, 
teries  was  opened  upon  us,  and  continued  with  occasional  intermissions 
until  nightfall. 

About  noon,  General  Longstreet  sent  me*  word  to  take  [he  battery 
in  our  front,  and  the  order  to  advance  was  given,  when  General  Me- 
Laws  arrived,  and  ordered  me  to  desist  from  the  attempt.  Again, 
about  two  or  three  o'clock,  I  received  instructions  to  advance  and  take 
the  battery.  Just  at  this  time  the  enemy  was  observed  to  have  massed 
a  strong  force  about  the  batteiies,  and  General  Walker,  having  arrived, 
forbade  the  movement  until  he  could  communicate  with  General  Long- 
gtreet  in  person.  Shortly  afterwards,  orders  came  to  defer  any  at 
tempt  upon  the  enemy's  position  until  General  Jackson  should  have 
attacked  him  upon  his  right  flun-k.  This  was  not  accomplished  by 
General  Jackson,  and  the  effort  to  capture  the  two  large  batteries, 
which  had  almost  incessantly  played  upon  us  for  eight  hours,  was  not 
made. 

I  cannot  too  highly  compliment  the  men  and  officers  for  their  gal- 
lunt  behavior  during  the  entire  day.  They  formed  under  a  galling 
fire,  and,  in  presence  of  cur  retiring  troops,  pressed  forward  and  drove 
bnck  a  far  superior  force,  and  three  times  afterwards  repulsed  deter 
mined  attacks  of  the  enemy,  and  in  largely  superior  numbers  to  our 
own.  But  the  highest  credit  is  due  for  the  periect  coolness  exhibited 
during  an  eight  hours  exposure  to  an  unparalleled  cannonade,  and 
within  canister  range. 

I  will  not  close  my  report  without  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the 
commanding  General  the  conspicuous  conduct  of  Colonel  Ransom, 
of  which-  the  General  can  learn  n:ore  by  inquiry  of  Colonels  Hall  and 
Jenkins,  forty-sixth  North  Carolina  ;  'Major  Flemrning,  too,  of  the 
forty-ninth,  evinced  a  cool  daiing  and  soldierly  presence  of  mind 
eminently  praiseworthy. 

Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Cooke,  of  the  twenty-fourth,  was  foremost 
in  leading  his  regiment  while  under  my  eye,  and  I  have  had  frequent 
occasions  to  observe  qualities  which  make  him  second  to  none  in  cour 
age  and  capacity. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Bryson,  of  the  twenty-fifth,  was  cool  and  gaf- 
lant.  I  cannot  further  particularize. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff  I  ewe  much  for  their  prompt  and  un 
tiring  assistance.  Captain  Rowland,  A.  A.  G. ;  Lieutenant  Brod- 
nax,  A.  D.  C.  ;  Mr.  Mason,  volunteer  aid,  and  Lieutenants  Ashe  and 
Thomas,  the  last  my  ordnance  officer,  who  was  ever  in  the  right  place. 
My  orderlies,  privates  Piereon  and  De  Vom,  of  the  twenty-fourth, 
acted  with  unwonted  intelligence  and  gallantry  throughout  the  day, 
in  bearing  messages,  under  the  hottest  fire.  The  latter  had  his  horse 
«hot. 

Though  not  a  part  of  my  brigade,  I  cannot  properly  close  my  report 
without  mentioning  the  forty-sixth  North  Carolina  volunteers,  Colo- 
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nel  Hall  commanding.  About  mid-day  he  reported  to  me, 'with  his 
regiment,  and  was  at  once  ordered  into  position  on  my  right,  which 
was  unflinchingly  maintained  throughout.  The  conduct  of  the  regi 
ment  was  all  it  should  have  been,  and  the  bravery  of  Colonel  Hall 
and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jenkins  reflects  the  highest  credit  upon  them 
selves  and  the  service.  A  list  of  casualties  is  hereunto  appended. 
1  have  the  honor  to  bo,  very  respectfully, 

"R.  RANSO}!,  JR., 

Brigadier  General. 


REPORT   OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PRYOR  OF  SECOND 
BATTLE  OF  MANAS8AS. 

HEADQUARTERS  PRYOR'S  BRIGADE,  £ 
Near  Winchester,  Oct.  5,  1862.       5 

CAPTAIN:  A  very  brief  narrative  will  suffice  to  exhibit  the  opera 
tions  of  this  brjgade  in  the  battle  of  Manass^s. 

When  the  enemy's  attack  on  the  left  of  our  line  was  repulsed,  I 
was  directed  by  Brigadier  General  Wilcox  to  throw  my  brigade  on 
his  broken  columns.  Disposing  my  troops  in  two  lines,  with  the 
first,  consisting  of  the  third  Virginia,  the  fourteenth  Alabama,  and 
the  eighth  Florida  regiments,  I  pushed  across  the  field,  to  the  end  of 
intercepting  the  enemy  in  his  retreat.  Perceiving  my  design,  the 
flving  Federals  turned  to  the  left,  sought  the  shelter  of  a  neighboring 
wood,  and  attempted  to  -arrest  our  advance.  But  neither  a  terrific 
artillery  fire  on  their  flank,  nor  an  unexpected  fusilade  in  front,  could 
check  the  impetuous  cnset  of  my  brave  men.  Into  the  woods  they 
daehf d  and,  with  little  delay,  dislodged  the  enemy  from  his  cover. 
This  accomplished,  I  changed  front  to  the  right,  with  the  view  of 
charging  the  batteries,  from  whose  fire  my  troops  suffered  so  seriously. 

In  pursuance  of  a  suggestion  from  General  Wilcox,  I  concerted 
with  Brigadier  General  Featherston  a, plan  of  attack  on  these  bat 
teries.  It  was  agreed  that,  while  General  Featherston  turned  the 
enemy's  flank,  I  should  assail  him  in  front.  In  the  execution  of  this 
scheme  very  little  difficulty  was  encountered,  the  enemy,  on  our  ap 
proach,  invariably  abandoning  his  position,  almost  without  a  struggle. 
Several  of  his  detached  pieces  and  .caissons  we  captured,  but  gen 
erally  he  succeeded,  by  a  timely  flight,  in  escaping  with  his  batteries. 
Indeed,  with  his  expulsion  from  the  wood  where  he. first  sought  shel 
ter  the  fighting  with  us  ceased.  Afterwards  it  was  a  mere  chase,  in 
which  the  enemy  exhibited  such  fleetnoss  that  we  could  inflict  upon 
him  only  a  trifling  Iocs.  The  pursuit  was  vigorously  pressed,  never 
theless,  until  darkness  arrested  our  further  progress.  The  brigade 
bivouacked  on  the  advanced^osition  won  by  our  arms. 

In  the  progress  of  the  action,  1  had  the  misfortune  to  be  separated 
'from  my  command  by  a  circumstance  to  which  I  allude  only  in  expla 
nation  of  my  absence.  Returning  from  a  search  after  two  of  my 
regiments,  which,  in  the  confusion  of  the  fight,  had  become  detached 
from  the  brigade,  I  advanced  unconsciously  beyond  the  enamy's  line, 
and  was  awhile  detained"  in  my  embarrassing  position.  Eventu 
ally,  however,  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  effect  my  escape  and  rejoin  my 
•command. 

Of  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men  in  this  fight,  I  have  to  speak  in 
the  most  complimentary  terms.  The  fifth  and  eighth  Florida  regi 
ments,  though  never  under  fire  before,  exhibited  the  cool  and  collected 
courage  of  veterans.  Special  mention  of  peculiar  merit  in  individuals 
I  reserve  for  another  communication. 

The  loss  of  the  brigade,  as  shown  by  the  list  of  casualties,  was 
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Brigadier  General  commanding. 
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iipc/n  oar  troops,  and  directing  a  rapid,  .heavy  and  destiuctive  fire 
both  uporfi  the  right  arid  left  of  our  lines.  At  this  time,  General 
Wilcox,  who  had,  as  senicr  brigadier,  been  directing  the  movements  of 
his  brigade,  General  Fryor's,  and  mine,  was  ordered  b.y  General  Long- 
street  to  move  rapidly  with  his  brigade  to  the  right,  to  the 
support  of  General  Hood.  This  left  me  the  senior  brigadier  on  tho 
left  of  our  lines.  Very  soon  after  General  Wilcox  left  with  his  brig- 
ade,  Major  Walton,  of  General  Longstreet's  staff,  announced  to  me 
that  Colonel  Thomas,  commanding  a  brigade  of  General  Jackson's 
division,  had  been  sent  to  reinforce  me,  and  that  other  troops  were 
coming  up  for  the  same  purpose.  Generals  Fender  and  Archer  very 
soon  arrived  with  their  brigades,  a?id  I  immediate]y  directed  my  brig 
ade  to  be  moved  to  the  left,  so  as  to  extend  beyond  the  enemy*s  rrghs, 
and  Generals  Fender  and  Archer  to  form  o;i  the  right,  of  uiy  brigade. 
This  was  promptly  done.  Colonel  Thomas'  biigade  was  held  in  re 
serve,  with  one  regiment  of  General  Fryer's.  As  soon  as  our  line 
was  formed,  an  advance  was  ordered.  The  whole  line  moved  forward 
in  rapid  and  gallant  style.  The  enemy  fled,  after  the  first  well- 
directed  fire,  through  the  woods,  in  the  direction  of  the  stone  house. 
All  the  puces  of  their  artillery  v-ere  left  upon  the  field  and  captured. 
These  brigades  continued  the  march  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  Pass 
ing  through  a  skirt  of  woods,  they  reached  another  field,  sojne  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  vide,  on  the  further  side  of  which  the  enemy  were 
discovered  again  in  line  of  battle,  with  one  or  two  pieces  of  artillery 
placed  upon  a  commanding  eminence,  which  weie  turned  upon  our 
troops  as  soon  as  they  made  their  appearance.  These  brigades  were 
again  put  in  line  of  battle  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  Colonel 
Thomas  was  directed  to  move  with  his  brigade  to  the  left  of  our  line, 
to  prevent  a  flank  movement  by  the  enemy  and  their  reinforcements 
from  coming  up  a  road  running  on  our  left  and  extending  in  front 
to  the  turnpike  near  the  stone  house.  These  dispositions  ha\ing 
been  made,  our  lines  advanced.  The  enemy  fled  precipitately,  doing 
us  no  injury  except  with  their  artillery,  scarcely  returning  the  fire 
of  our  infantry.  Having  driven  them  from  this  position,  any  fur 
ther  movement  was  prevented  by  the  darkness  of  the  night.  It  was 
now  fully  dark,  and  our  troops  bivouacked  upon  tho  ground  until 
morning. 

The  enemy's  artillery  was  served  with  great  skill  and  effect  upon 
our  troops  dining  the  entire  engagement,  to  which  our  .greatest  loss 
on  the  left  must  be  attributed.  Our  troops,  whose  conduct  came  un 
der  my  observation,  behaved  with  gre(\t  coolness  a*id  courage  during 
the  whole  engagement,  which  lasted  about  four  hours.  The  Dixie 
battery,  under  command  of  Captain  Chaplain,  attached  to  my  brigade, 
was  placed  on  the  left  of  the  turnpiko,  near  the  village  of  Groveton, 
where  it  performed  good  service  during  the  day.  ^ 

When  General  Wilcox  left  the  field,  and  the  command  of  the 
troops  on  the  left  devolved  oa  me,  I  placed  the  command  of  my  im 
mediate  brigade  under  Colonel  Fosey,  who  was  the  senior  colonel 
present. 

To  the  members  of  my  staif,  who  were  with  me  on  the  fiell,  Cap- 
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tain  Barksdale,  Lieufcnant  Paiker,  and  Qpptain  C.  N.  Featherston, 
I  feel  indebted  for  their  efficiency  and  promptness  in  executing  ujy 
orders. 

The  list  of  the  casualties  in  my  brigade  is  herewith  transmitted, 
as  well  "as  lists  of  those  who  particularly  distinguished  themselves 
during  the  engagement. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  8.  FEATHERSTON, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


REPOttT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  BENNING  OF  -ACTION 
AT  THOROUGHFARE  GAP. 

HEADQUARTERS  TOOMBS'  BBIGADE,  > 
Camp  near  Winchester,  October  7,  1363.      ) 

Major  A.  COWARD,  A.  A.  G.  : 

MAJOR:  I  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  in  the  action  at  Thoroughfare  Gap,  on  the  2Sth  of  August 
last,  by  the  brigade,  which,  in  the  necessary  absence  of  General  Toombs, 
I  commanded,  as  the  officer  next  to  him  in  rani;  : 

The  brigade  marched  into  the  gap  from  Salem  by  the  left  flank. 
This  threw  the  twentieth  Georgia  in  front,  the  second  Georgia  next, 
the  fifteenth  Georgia  next,  and  the  seventeenth  Georgia  in  the  rear. 
When  it  entered  the  gap,  the  enemy  were  pouring  into  the  gap  shot 
and  shell  on  the  south  side  from  two  or  three  batteiies,  so  situated  as 
to  sweep  much  of  the  railroad  and  more  of  the  turnpike  on  that  side 
Socn  after  the  twentieth  came  under  this  fire,  I  was  ordered,  by  Gen 
eral  D.  II.  Jones,  to  take  two  of  the  regiments  and  to  seize  and  hold 
the  point  of  the  mountain  on  the  right  of  the  gnp.  This  mountain 
terminated  quite  abruptly  at  the  gap,  and  was  high  enough  to  com 
mand  its  ^hcle  outlet,  as  well  as  most  of  the  approaches  on  the  aide 
cf  the  enemy.  On  both  sides  the  mountain  was  very  steep,  and  it  wan 
covered  with  a  dense  undergrowth  of  stiff  bushes,  mostly  ivy. 

As  soon  as  I  received  the  order,  1  sent  forward  the  twentieth,  lyider 
Major  Waddell,  to  the  point  indicated,  and  went  back  for  the  next 
regiment,  the  second,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Holmes,  and 
ordered  him  to  follow  the  twentieth  as  quickly  as  possible.  The  second 
was  then  on  the  railroad,  and  separated  some  little  fii-stance  from  the 
twentieth,  and  the  descent  down  the  embankment  of  the  railroad  was 
difficult.  The  consequence  was  that  the  regiment  did  not  reach  the 
point  from  which  the  twentieth  had  started  until  the  latter  was  out  of 
Bight.  Colonel  Holmes,  consequently,  halted  there  for  directions. 
Meantime  I  had,  as  soon  as  I. gave  him  the  order,  galloped  forward  to 
the  twentieth,  which  I  overtook  double-quicking  towards  the  mountain 
through  a  field,  exposed  to  a  hot  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries.  As 
soon  as  it  reached  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  it  was  formed  in  line  of 
battle,  and  preceded  at  a  short  distance  by  a  company  of  skirmishers, 
under  Lieutenant  Thomas,  it  commenced  the  ascent.  This,  though 
the  ground  in  some  places  was  almost  precipitous  and  everywhere  was 
covered  with  stiff  bushes,  it  accomplished  at  a  rapid  gait.  And  i'rwas 
well  that  it  did  so,  for,  when  the  skirmishers  reached  the  summit,  the 
enemy's  skirmishers,  supported  by  a  line  of  infantry,  were  in  sight, 
coming  up  on  the  other  side.  Fire  was  immediately  opened  on  him 
by  our  skirmishers,  and  by  the  time  the  regiment  itself  arrived  at  the 
summit,  short  as  that  was,  the  enemy's  skirmishers  had  commenced 
falling  back,  and  directly  their  supporting  line  also  withdrew  and  left 
us  in  possession  of  the  mountain.  If  the  enemy  had  succeeded  in 


seizing  this  mountain,  he  would  have  had  complete  command  of  the 
gap.  Very  socn  afterwards  his  batteries  commenced  playing  on  the 
mountain.  This  they  continued  to  do,  shoi't  intervals  excepted,  until 
the  close  of  the  action. 

The  company  of  skirmishers  was  then  posted  as-  pickets  down  the 
side  of  the  mountain.  In  a  short'time,  they  observed  the  enemy  en- 
•deavoring  to  place  a  batcery  on  the  right  of  the  outlet  of  the  gap,  at 
a  point  from  which  it  could  have  commanded  the  south  side  of  the 
gap  as  entirely  as  the  batteries  already  established  commanded  the 
north  side.  This  movement  of  the  enemy  was  reported  to  me  by 
Major  VYaddell,  who,  at  the  same  time,  suggested  the  propriety  of  send 
ing  forward  the  men  of  the  regiment  who  were  arme/1  with  long-range 
guns  to  fire  on  the  enemy's  party  engaged  in  planting  this  battery. 
At  once  I  adopted  the  suggestion.  These  men,  numbering,  I  think, 
not  more  than  thirty,  immediately  took  such  positions  in  front  as  they 
could  find,  from  which  the  enemy's  party  was  visible,  and,  at  about 
four  or  five  hundred  yar  Is,  opened  fire  on  it  Just  at  this  time  Col 
onel  Holmes,  with  the  second,  came  up,  he  having  received  the  direc 
tions  he  halted  for  from  General  Jones,  and  I  ordered  those  of  his 
men  who  were  armed  with  longe-range  guns,  about  ten  or  twelve,  to 
join  the  others  so  armed.  The  enemy  withstood  the  fire  from  these 
guns  with  much  obstinacy,  tbe  .position  being  evidently  one  of  the 
vWjr  highest  value  to  him.  Finally,  however,  he  gave  up  the  attempt 
to  establish  the  battery  and  carried  off  his  guns.  J3ut  in  a  short  time 
the  attempt  was  renewed.  This  time  it  was  soon  abandoned,  under 
our 'stinging  fire. 

I  beg  leave  to  say  that,  if  this  battery  hnd  been  once  established, 
the  effect  would  have  been  to  give  the  enemy  complete  command  of 
both  sides  of  the  gap  and  a  great  distance  into  it,  and  also  of  the  part 
of  the  mountain  on  which  cur  two  regiments  were  posted.  It  is  ob 
vious  that  from  positions  such  as  these  he  could  not  have  been  driven, 
except  at  a  great  cost  of  one  of  two  things — time  or  blood — neither 
of  which  did  the  state  of  affairs  then  existing  admit  of  paying. 

The  second  Georgia  was  ordered  by  me  to  take  post  on  the  right  of 
the  twentieth  and  throw  out  pickets  as  far  to  the  front  a£  possible. 
This  order  was  admirably  executed  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  *IIolmes, 
who  posted  each  picket  himself,  in  person,  and  far  down  the  mountain 
side.  The  two  regiments  were  small,  the  second  very  small,  and,  »vhen 
stretched  to  the  utmost,  they  were  far  from  being  long  enough  to  oc 
cupy  the  line  required  by  the  ground,  and  therefore  tho  right  fiink 
was  still  without  protection.  I  directed  Colonel  Holmes  to  recon 
noitre  the  ground  in  his  front  as  far  forward  as  he  could,  and,  if  he 
found  the  way  clear,  to  advance  his  pickets  as  skirmishers  out  of  the 
wood  into  an  open  ravine  behind  the  house  at  the  foot  of  the  moun 
tain,  the  ravine  being  perpendicular  to  the  mountain  and  running  far 
enough  into  the  field  for  its  mouth  to  be  nearly  or  quite  opposite  tho 
left  flank  of  the  enemy's  battery.  In  about  a  half  an  hour,  he  had 
made  the  reconnoissance  and  had  got  his  skirmishers  into  the  ravine. 

I  then  directed  him  to  place  his  regiment  where  the  skirmishers 
were,  and  to  send  these  beyond  the  house  to  the  crest  of  the  ravine 
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ridge,  from  which  crest  the  enemy  were  visible,  and  then  to  post  his 
regiment  in  line  behind  them  and  near  them.  Ail  these  orders  were 
executed  by  him  with  great  promptness  and  judgment.  After  giving 
him  these  orders,  I  put  the  twentieth  in  motion. to  connect  with  him 
on  his  left.  This  movement  was  completed  at  about  sunset.  Thu^ 
the  two  regiments  had  swung  around  so  that  their  right  was  now  on 
the  flank  of  the  enemy.  Soon  after  the  new  line  of  pickets  showed 
the,ir  heads  on'  the  crest  of  the  {linking  ridge  in{  the  field,  the  enemy 
ceased  firing  and  moved  to  his  rear  with  his  whole  force.  The  two 
regiments  remained  in  their  last-^position,  without  any  change,  until 
after  night,  as  I  had  received  an  order,  while  they  were  taking  up  that 
position,  from  General  Jones  to  support  General  Drayton  in  an  at 
tack  which  he  was  about  to  m;ike  on  the  enemy  from  the  front.  The 
retreat  of  the  enemy  prevented  that  attack  from  being  made. 

The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  was  everything  that  could  be 
desired,  and  to  particularize  any  of  either  would,  1  aim  >st  fear,  be 
doing  injustice  to  the  rest.  I  will,  however,  venture  to  say  that  the 
conduct  (f  Lieutenant  Colonel  Holmes,  Major  Waddell,  Captain 
JSeago,  second  in  command  of  the  twentieth,  and  Lieutenant  Thomas, 
commanding  its  skirmishers*,  especially  of  Colonel  Holmes,  repeatedly 
attracted  my  admiration. 

The  two  other  regiments,  the  fifteenth  and  seventeenth,  ceased  to 
be  under  rcy  immediate  command  after  I  was  ordered  to  seize  and  hold 
the  mountain.  1  am  certain,  however,  from  trustworthy  information, 
that  they  well  performed  the  part  assigned  them,  which  was  to  remain 
passive  in  their  place,  in  the  gorge,  whilst  the  action  was  going  on  in 
front.  They  did  so.  This  pla^e  was  much  exposed  to,  the  shells  of 
the  enemy,  from  which  they  suffered  considerably. 

I  am,  Major,  your  obedient  se^vaiit, 

HENRY  L.  BENNING, 
Cdoncl  Seventeen' h  Geor jiYr,  commanding  Toombs'  Brigade. 

N.  B — Thoroughfare  and  Manassas  are  put  in  a  single  report  for 
the  twentieth  Georgia  by  Major  Waddell,  who  commanded  the  regi 
ment.  That  report  accompanies  my  Manassas  report. 

HENRY  L.  BENNING, 
Colcnek  commanding  Bi  igade. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGApIER  GENERAL  BENNING  OF  SECOND 
BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS. 

HEADQUARTERS  TOOMBS'  BRIGADE,      > 

Camp  near    Winchester,  October  8,1802.  >    • 

Major  COWARD,  A.  A.  G.: 

MAJOR  :  Of  the  part  borne  in  the  second  battle  of  Manassas,  on  the 
30th  of  August  last,  by  this  brigade,  which,  in  the  compulsory  absence 
of  General  Toombs  until  late  in  the  battle,  I  carried  into  action,  I 
respectfully^  submit  to  you  the  following  report: 

At  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  of  the  30th  of  August,  in  obedience  to 
the  order  of  General  D.  R.  Jones,  I  put  the  bri^nde  in  line  of  battle, 
with  its  right  resting  on  the   road  from  Gainesville  to  Manassas,  and 
its   left  towards    the  right   of  General  Kemper's    command.      Shortly 
afterwards  I   was  ordered  by    General   Jones   to    advance  in   line  of 
battle,  keeping  jny  distance  from   General  Kemper.     I  ordered  the 
brigade  accordingly  to  advance,  which  it  did  for  a  mile  and  a  half  or 
two  miles,  when  it  encountered  the  enemy's  infantry.     This  advance 
was  through  fields,  and  for  a  great  part  of  the  way  under  the  shell  of 
the  enemy's  artillery.     When  the  line  reached  the  Chinn  house,  ita 
position  was   such  that  the  twentieth  Georgia  regiment  had  to  go  to 
the  left  of  that  house,  and   the  other  regiments,  the   second  Georgia, 
the  fifteenth  Georgia  and  the  seventeenth  Georgia,  to  its  right.      This 
caused   a  wide  separation  of  the  twentieth  from  them.      As  tho  twen 
tieth   was   passing   the  ffouse,  some   officers  of   other   commands  met 
them,  crying  "  come  this  way  ;  your  aid  is  needed  ;  the  enemy  are  close 
by."     This  drew  mo  to  the  twentieth,  and,  when  the  regiment  pas.se  1 
the  house,  I   discovered   the   enemy    a    few  hundred    yaids    distant, 
almost  in  our   front,  but  a   little  to  our^left,  in  a  pine  thicket.     To 
that  thicket  1  carried  fhe  regiment,  and,  on  reaching  it,  ordered  them 
to  charge  it.     The   pines  were   found  to    be  very  dense,  arid   some  of 
them  of  large  eize   for  a  second  growth.     The   regiment  obeyed  the 
order  with  alacrity,  and  advanced  with  as  much  al  »crity  as  the  thicket 
would  admit  of,  receiving  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  and  returning 
it   without  halting.     The  thick-t  proved  to  be  one   of  considerable 
length,  with  its  left  resting  on   the  dry  bed  of  a  small  stream    or 
branch.     The  ej^erny  fell   back  as  we  advanced,  until  we  reached  its 
lower  ecid.     There  we  obtained    a  good  view  of  them,  and  saw  them 
running  in  complete  rout,  a  huddled   m-iss.      From  their  appearance, 
there  must  have  been  several  regiments  of  them.     They  soon  got  out 
of  fight  by  the  speed  they  made  under  the  fire  in  their  rear.     But  on 
emerging  into  the  open   ground,  we  also   discovered  a  battery  on  tho 
opposite  side  of  the  dry  branch   to  which   I  have  referred,  and  not 
more   than   four  hundred  yards  off,    which,  the  thicket   being    then 
clear  of  its  own  troops,  oj  encd    its  whole  fire   on  us.     I  reflected  a 
moment  on  what  was  best  to  be  done.     It  appeared  to  me  that  to  stay 
where  we  were  was  certain  destruction  ;   to  retreat  would  be  exposing 
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ourselves  for  a  long  distance  to  the  enemy's  shells,  and  might  havo 
other  worse  effects.  I  thought  that  upon  the  whole  it  was  better  to 
try  to  take  the  battery,  especially  as  I  could  not  see  any  infantry 
support  near  it.  I  determined  to  make  the-attempt,  and  accordingly 
gave  the  order  to  charge  the  battery.  This  order  was  obeyed  with 
a  shout,  and  on  the  regiment  went,  at  a  run.  At  about  fifty  or  sixty 
yards  from  the  front  of  the  battery  the  level  branch  bottom  termi 
nated,  and  the  ascent  of  the  hill  on  which  the  battery  was  placed 
commenced.  The  ascent,  for  a  short  distance,  was  rather  steep,  and 
then  was  considerably  less  so  up  to  the  guns,  so  that  men  lying  down 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill  would  be  protected,  by  tho  intarvening  little 
crest,  from  the  battery's  fire.  When  the  regiment  reached  the  foot  of 
the  hill  I  ordered  them  to  halt  and  lie  down,  to  recover  their  breath  a 
little.  This  they  did.  In  about  five  minutes,  during  which  a  terrific 
storm  of  missiles  was  passing  just  over  their  heads,  I  ordered  them  to 
rise  and  take  the  battery.  They  rose  at  the  word,  and  quickly  ad 
vanced  up  the  hill  and  beyond  the  crest,  and  some  of  them  almost  up 
to  the  guns.  Whilst,  however,  we  had  been  resting  at  the  foot  of  the 
hill  the  enemy  had  not  been  idle.  They  had  got  several  pieces  into 
position  on  our  right  flank,  at  a  short  distance  from  us,  and  with 
these  they  also  opened  upon  us,  thus  subjecting  us  to  a  fire  both  in 
front  and  flank.  This  was  not  all.  Heavy  infantry  supports,  though 
not  to  be  seen  when  the  charge  wag  ordered  at  the  thicket,  had  now 
become  visible,  ia  close  proximity  to  the  battery  in  our  front.  No 
Hiipports  to  us  were  anywhere  in  sight.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
thought  it  would  be  madness  to  let  the  regiment  go  on;  that  if  they 
took  the  battery  they  would  not  be  able  to  hold  it,  and  therefore 
would,  after  taking  it,  either  have  to  retreat  or  all  be  captured  or 
exterminated.  I  preferred  to  fall  back  at  once,  although  some  of  the 
men  were  almost  up  to  the  guns.  I  accordingly  gave  the  order  to 
fall  back.  And  then  the  regiment,  in  tolerable  order,  fell  back  about 
two  hundred  yards,  under  a  terrific  fire  from  both  of  the  batteries  and 
from  the  infantry  supports.  When  it  came  to  the  dry  bed  of  tho 
branch  already  mentioned,  then  I  halted  it,  and  ordered  the  men  to 
lie  down  in  the  bed  of  the  branch,  and  thus  got  as  much  protection 
irom  the  enemy's  fire  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time  be  in  a,  position 
from  which  they  could  return  that  fire  with  some  effect.  •  This  they 
did. 

Whilst  the  regiment  was  charging  through  the  pine  thicket,  and 
when  it  had  gotten  about  half  way  through  it,  I  discovered,  close  to 
our  left,  near  the  edge  of  the  thicket,  by  the  branch,  two  or  three 
of  the  enemy's  pieces  of  artillery,  completely  abandoned.  When  or 
why  these  were  abandoned  I  do  vnot  know.  But  it  is  certain  that, 
abandoned  at  whatever  time  and  for  whatever  cause  they  might  be, 
they  were  not  captured  guns  as  long  as  the  large  pine  thicket  closo 
by  them  was  full  of  the  enemy's  infantry  to  guard  and  protect  them. 
These  guns,  therefore,  I  respectfully  submit,  the  twentieth  Georgia  is 
entitled  to  the  credit  of  taking.  After  disposing  of  the  regiment  as 
aforesaid  ia  the  bed  of  the  branch,  I  thought  it  was  time  for  me  to 
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leave  it    and   seek  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  and  give  them 
my  services. 

I  accordingly  left  the  twentieth,  and  was  with  it  no  more  during 
the  battle.  It  will  be  seen,  however,  from  the  report  of  Major  Wad- 
dell,  who  commanded  the  regiment,  that  it  continued  to  fight  to  tha 
last,  and  not  without  effect. 

I  cannot  close  this  notice  of'  the  part  taken  by  the  twentieth  in  the 
battle  without  asking  leave  to  bestow  the  tiibute  of  my  warmest  admi 
ration  upon  the  conduct  of  both  officers*  and  men.  It  was  really 
brilliant;  and  the  name  of  every  officer  and  of  every  man  deserves  to 
be  known,  but  I  have  room  only  for  the  officers.  They  are  :  Major 
J.  D.  Waddell,  commanding  regiment;  Captain  E.  M.  Seago,  second 
in  command;  Lieutenant  W.  N.  Huchins,  acting  adjutant;  company. 
A,  Captain  A.  B.  Ross  and  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Brazeal  ;  company  B, 
Captain  Mitchell;  Lieutenant  J.  M.  uranberry,  wounded  ;  company 
C,  Captain  W.  Y.  Dearry,  wounded,  Lieutenant  Robert  Jordan  and 
Lieutenant  J.  II.  Spier,  killed;  company  D,  Captain  S.  W.  Bhnce, 
Lieutenant  J.  L.  Carter  and  Lieutenant  J.  S.  Hammock,  wounded  ; 
company  K,  Lieutenant  George  F.  Adams  and  Lieutenant  L.  W. 
Davis;  company  E,  Captain  11.  D.  Little  and  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Mad- 
don  ;  company  L,  Lieutenants  G.  S.  Ttiomas,  W.  L.  Abbott  and  J 
R.  Richards;  company  G,  Lieutenant  T.  S.  Fontaine,  wounded; 
company  H,  Lieutenant  T.  C.  Huebreath,  killed  ;  company  I,  Cap 
tain  C.  B.  Mines  ;  Lieutenant  J.  T.  Scott,  wounded. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  heavy.  The  killed  were  twenty-two, 
the  wounded  one  hundred  and  seven,  and  the  missing  six,  exclusive 
of  officers.  The  number  carried  into  action  was,  exclusive  of  officers, 
only  three  hundred  and  thiity-five;  and  of  these,  nearly  one-third 
were  bare-footed,  without  a  pic ce  of  leather  to  their  feet.  After  leav 
ing  "the  twentieth,  I  went  to  seek  the  other  three  regiments.  On 
passing  from  the  pine  thicket  into  the  large  field  in  which  they  com 
menced  the  fight,  no  troops,  except  a  few  small  parties,  were  visible. 
After  some  enquiry,  I  was  told  by  a  man,  who  seemed  well  informed, 
that  the  regiments  had  gone  down  on  the  right,  to  support  Stuart's 
cavalry  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  I  galloped  in  that  direction  for 
about  a  mile  and  a  half,  as  I  thought,  when  I  came%in  sight  of  tho 
cavalry,  and  saw  that  no  infantry  was  near  it.  I  then  returned;  and 
soon  after  reaching  the  same  field,  I  observed  a  brigade  approaching, 
led  by  a  gewral.  To  him  I  advanced,  and  found  him  to  be  General 
I).  R.  Jones,  accompanied  by  General  Drayton.  They  were  bringing 
General  Drayton's  brigade  into  action.  General  Jones  informed  me 
that -the  three  regiments  were  then  under  the  immediate  command  of 
General  Toombs,  who  had  shortly  before, that  time  reached  the  field. 
I  aleo  learned  that  they  were  not  then  engaged  i<i  the  action,  and 
'would  not  be  again  ;  that  after  a  long  and  hot  fight,  with  heavy  loss 
to  the  seventeenth,  they  had  been  ordered  back  a  little,  to  be  replaced 
by  fresh  troops.  I  concluded,  then,  that  instead  of  going  to  the  seven 
teenth,  which  alone  was,  by  the  recent  arr-val  of  General  Toombs, 
left  me  to  command,  1  would  report  to  General  Kern  per,  and  ask  him 
to  let  me  serve  him  as  an  aid.  I  did  so,  and  he  kindly  accepted  my 
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offer,  and  I  remained  with  him  until  the  battle  was  over  and  he  left  the 
field. 

It  will  have  been  perceived  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  have 
any  personal  knowledge  of  the  part  taken  by  these  three  regiments 
in  the  action,  as  I  was  not  with  them.  I  learned,  however,  from  the 
best  sources,  that  their  conduct  was  excellent — in  a  high  degree  pro- 
motive  of 'the  general  happy  result  on  the  right,  and  in  the  highest 
degree  creditable  to  themselves.  The  loss  of  the  seventeenth  was 
very  heavy,  it  being  one  hundred  and  one,  out  of  not  more  than  two 
hundred  carried  into  action.  Major  Pickett,  who  commanded  the 
regiment,  fell  late  in  the  fight,  desperately  wounded  by  a  ball  through 
the  breast.  Hardly  had  Captain  Jones,  the  next  in  rank,  assumed 
the  command  before  he  was  killed  by  a  ball  through  the  temple.  The 
second  regiment  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Holmes,  and 
the  fifteenth  by  Colonel  Wiilican.  Both  of  these  gallant  officers  have 
since  been  killed  in  battle.  They  fell  at  Sharpsburg.  Major  Pick- 
ett's  wound  has  kept  him  from  every  kind  of  duty.  The  consequence 
is  that  we  have  now,  for  reports  of  the  conduct  of  these  three  regi 
ments,  to  depend  on  officers,  none  of  whom,  except  Captain  French, 
was  in  command  during  the  action,  and  he  but  for  a  short  time,  near  its 
close.  It  is  to  be  expected,  therefore,  that  the  regimental  reports 
must  be  less  full  and  perfect  than  they  would  have  been  but  for  those 
casualties.  I  beg,  however,  to  invite  your  particular  attention  to 
them,  as  they  fill  a  vacuum  in  my  own  report.  They  are  the  reports 
of  Captain  Lewis,  for  the  second  Georgia  ;  that  of  Major  Shannon,  for 
the  fifteenth  Georgia,  and  that  of  Captain  French,  for  the  seventeenth 
Georgia.  It  only  remains  for  me  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  conduct 
of  the  second  company  of  Washington  Artillery,  commanded  by  that 
ever-ready  and  excellent  young  officer,  Captain  Richardson.  And  in 
respect  to  its  conduct  I  must^-efer  you  wholly  to  the  report  of  Cap 
tain  Richardson  himself,  for  I  was,  during  the  whole  battle,  so  other 
wise  engaged  that  I  could  not  witness  its  acting.  That  action  was, 
however,  from  all  that  I  hear,  admirable. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•    HENRY  L.  BENNING, 
Colonel  commanding  Toombs1  brigade. 
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time,  from  the  right,  with  ,the  second  Mississippi.  While  in  thi* 
position,  the  enemy  advanced  on  the  right  of  the  house,  but  w-ae 
repulsed  by  a  well  directed  and  destructive  fire  from  the  sixth  NortL 
Carolina  and  fourth  Alabama.  The  eleventh  Mississippi  not  coming 
up,  I  united  the  sixth  North  Carolina  and  fourth  Alabama  with  the 
second  Mississippi,  and  moved  .upon  the  battery,  which,  taking  time 
by  the  forelock,  escaped  when  the  infantry  was  beaten.  The  enemy's 
wounded  and  a  few  prisoners  were  left  in  our  hands.  I  continue'! 
the  advance  beyond  Dogan's  house,  driving  the  enemy  backward  until 
after  dark,  when,  by  General  Longstreet's  arder,  I  halted  for  the  night. 
At  daylight  on  the  31st  nothing  was  to  be  seen  of  the  enemy,  except 
evidences  of  a  precipitate  retreat. 

A  mistake  in  the  delivery  of  my  order  to  the  eleventh  Mississippi 
regiment,  to  advance  on  the  left  ot'  the  Warrenton  turnpike,  caused 
it  to  move  to  the  right,  near  Chinn's  house,  and,  by  this  means,  it  wa^ 
detached  from  the  rest  of  rny  command.  It  advanced  with  the  troope 
in  that  part  of  the  field,  fighting  gallantly  and  incurring  heavy  loss, 
and  at  night  rested  on  our  most  advanced  line.  Captain  Reilly'^ 
battery  was  detached  from  the  brigade,  and,  together  with  the  other 
batteries  of  the  division,  was  placed  under  command  of  Major  Frobel, 
chief  of  artillery  of  the  division.  Following  closely  after  the  infantrj , 
the  batteries  contributed  their  full  share  to  the  success  of  the  day. 

In  both  actions  the  conduct  of  4he  troops  was  admirable.  On  the 
30th  their  manoeuvres,  under  severe  fire,  were  characterized  by  the 
promptness  and  precision  of  veterans — no  disorganization  or  confusiot. 
occurring  while  in  action.  This  was  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the 
efficiency  of  my  field  and  staff  officers.  Colonel  Liddell,  of  the 
eleventh,  and  Colonel  Stone,  of  the  second  Mississippi,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  McLemore,  fourth  Alabama,  and  Major  Webb,  sixth  NortL 
Carolina,  commanding  regiments,  handled  their  men  with  consummate 
ability.  The  officers  of  my  personal  staff,  Lieutenants  Terrell  and 
Cussons,  rendered  the  most  valuable  service,  discharging  every  duty 
faithfully  and  gallantly.  Lieutenant  Cussons  was  captured  by  the 
enemy  while  on  a  reconnoissance  in  front  of  the  lines.  Privates 
Smith,  fourth  Alabama,  and  Sharpe,  Hampton  legion^acting  as  offi 
cers,  also  contributed  valuable  assistance. 

The  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  loss  in  the  several  regiment? 
composing  the  brigade,  as  shown  by  the  accompanying  lists  of  casual 
ties  : 

Killed.  Wounded. 

Fourth  Alabama,  19  44 

Eleventh  Mississippi,  9  69 

Sixth  North  Carolina,  6  64 

Second  Mississippi,  22  87 

56  264 

I  am,  Captain,  ?ery  resjfcctfully, 

E.  M.  LAW, 
Colonel  commanding  Third  Brigade, 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  E.  iM.  LAW  OF  BATTLE  OF 

BURG. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  BRIGADE,  > 
October  2,  1862.          5 

Captain  W.  H.  SELLERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  :   • 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in 
the  engagements  at  Sharpsburg,  Maryland,  on  the  16th  and  17th  of 
September: 

When  the  army  arrived  at  the  heights,  on  the  south  side  of  An- 
cietam  river,  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  I  was  ordered  to  take  position 
about  one  mile  from  Sharpsburg,  on  the  Hagerstown  turnpike.  The 
right  of  my  brigade  rested  at  St.  Mumma's  church,  and  the  line  ex 
tended  aloEg  the  turnpike,  in  the  edge  of  a  wood  which^  bordered  it 
on  the  south-west.  Across  the  road  (on  the  northeast)  was  an  open 
field,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  width,  extending  along  the  whole  front  of 
the  line  and  beyond  it  about  six  hundred  yards.  This  open  space 
was  bounded  on  the  northeast  (to  my  front)  and  northwest  (to  my 
left)  by  woods,  an  opening  being  at  the  north  corner. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  16th,  the  enemy's  skirmishers  advanced 
into  the  wood  in  front  of  my  position.  They  were  held  in  check  by 
my  riflemen  and  the  Texas  skirmishers.  In  the  meantime,  I  was  or 
dered  by  General  Hood,  commojiding  the  division,  to  move  forward 
and  occupy  the  edge  of  the  wood  in  which  the  skirmishing  was  going 
on.  This  was  quickly  accomplished,  and  the  enemy  was  driven  at 
dark  to  the  further  side  of  the  wood  towards  the  Antietam.  My 
brigade  was  relieved  during  the  night  and  moved,  with  the  rest  of 
General  Hood's  command,  to  tht  wood  in  rear  of  St.  Mumma'a 
church. 

Soon  after  daylight,  on  the  17th,  the  attack  of  the  enemy  com 
menced.'  The  battle  had  lasted  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  I  was 
ordered  to  move  forward  into  the  open  field  across  the  turnpike.  On 
reaching  the  road,  I  found  but  few  of  our  troops  on  the  field  and  these 
seemed  to  be  in  much  confusion,  but  still  opposing  the  advance  of  the 
enemy's  dense  masses  with  determination.  Throwing  the  brigade  at 
once  into  line  of  battle,  facing  northward,  I  gave  the  order  to  ad 
vance.  The  Texas  brigade,  Colonel  Wofford,  had,  in  the  meantime, 
come  into  linevon  my  left,  and  the  two  brigades  now  moved  forward 
together.  The  enemy,  who  had  by  this  time  advanced  half  way  across 
the  field  and  had  planted  a  heavy  battery  at  the  north  end  of  it,  be 
gan  to  give  way  before  us,  though"  in  vastly  superior  force.  The  fifth 
Texas  regiment,  which  had  been  sent  over  to  my  right,  and  the  fourth 
Alabama,  pushed  into  the  wood  in  which  the  skirmishing  bad  taken 
place  the  evening  previous,  and  drove  the  enemy  through  and  beyond 
it.  The  other  regiments  of  my  command  continued  steadily  to  ad 
vance  in  the  open  ground,  driving  the  enemy,  in  confusion,  from  and 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  E.  M.  LA.W  OF  SECOND  BATTLE 

OF  MANASSAS. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  BRIGADE,  September  10,  1862. 

Captain  W.  H.  SELLERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General :  * 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  partici 
pation  of  the  brigade  under  my  command  in  the  action  of  Friday  and 
Saturday,  29th  and  3()th  August : 

Leaving  Thoroughfare  Gap  at  sunrise,  on  the  29th,  the  brigade 
inarched  in  the  direction  of  Manassaa  Junction.  At  Gainesville,  on 
the  Warrenton  turnpike,  the  lino  of  march  changed  abruptly  to  the 
le*ft,  along  the  turnpike,  in  the  direction  of  Centreville.  On  arriving 
about  midway  between  Gainesville  and  the  stone  house,  which  is  sit 
uated  at  the  junction  of  the  turnpike  and  the  Sudley  ford  road,  I  was 
ordered  by  Brigadier  General  Hood,  commanding  the  division,  to  form 
the.  brigade  in  line  of  battle  to  the  left  of  the  turnpike  and  almost  at 
right  angles  with  it,  the  right  resting  on  the  road  and  the  left  con 
necting  with  General  Jackson's  line.  The  Texas  brigade  had  been 
previously  formed  on  the  right  of  the  road,  its  left  joining  my  right. 
With  a  strong  line  of  riflemen  in  front,  which  drove  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  as  it  advanced,  the  brigade  moved  forward,  accompanied 
by  Generals  Longstreet  and  Hood,  until  it  reached  a  commanding 
position  in  front  of  the  enemy,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
from  Dogan's  house,  which  seemed  to  be  the  centre  of  his  position. 
At  this  point,  a  severe  artillery  fire  was  opened  by  the  enemy's  bat- 
teiies.  A  halt  was  ordered,  and  the  ti^)Qps  remained  in  position  until 
our  artillery  could  be  brought  forward.  Our  batteries  took  position 
on  a  ridge  to  my  left  and  rear,  and  opened  fire  with  marked  effect  upon 
the  enemy. 

The  fire  of  the  artillery  and  skirmishers  continued,  almost  without 
intermission,  until  near  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,.  when  heavy  musketry 
on  my  left  announced  an  attack  of  tbe  enemy  on  General  Jackson's 
position  Soon  after  this  attack  commenced,  a  brigade  of  General 
Jackson's  command  moved  out  of  the  wood,  on  my  left,  drove  the 
enemy  from  his  position  on  the  bridge,  to  the  left  of  the  hamlet  of 
Groveton,  and  captured  a  piece  of  artillery  posted  there.  I  imme 
diately  moved  my  line  forward  as  far  as  Groveton,  where  it  was  halted 
on  a  line  with  the  troops  to  my  left. 

At  about  six  o'clock,  a  Federal  battery,  supported  by  a  large  body 
of  infantry  and  some  cavalry,  was  advanced  along  the  turnpike  to 
within  four  hundred  yards  of  our  position.  The  guns  had  scarcely 
unlimbered,  when  I  \vasordered  by  General  Hood  to  charge.  Moving 
rapidly  forward,  the  brigade  came  first  under  fire  of  the  battery,  then 
in  range  of  the  enemy's  infantry.  Delivering  volley  after  volley,  my 
men  continued  a  rapid  and  uninterrupted  advance  upon  the  battery 
and  its  supports.  As^hey  approached  the  guns,  three  of  them  were 
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limbered  up  and  carried  off  at  a  run,  along  the  turnpike.  One 
remained,  and  continued  to  fire  until  my  men  were  so  near  it  as  to 
have  their  faces  burnt  by  its  discharges.  Without  faltering,  they 
pressed  forward  and  the  piece  was  taken.  At  this  point,  a  flanking  fire 
was  opened  upon  my  right  by  a  body  of  the  enemy,  which  was 
advancing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  and  passing  to  my  right 
and  rear.  I  at  once  formed  a  portion  of  the  second  Mississippi  regi 
ment  along  the  road  and  at  right  angles  to  the-  line  of  advance,  and 
returned  the  fire  with  effect,  the  enemy  breaking  and  retiring. 
The  second  Mississippi  now  pressed  forward  beyond  the  road,  and, 
together  with  the  Texas  brigade  on  the  right,  cleared  the  field  of  the 
enemy.  Meantime,  on  the  left,  my  other  regiments,  fourth  Alabama, 
eleventh  Mississippi  and  sixth  North  Carolina,  reinforced  by  the 
twenty-third  South  Carolina,  were  advancing  and  driving  tke  enemy 
before  them.  The  advance  was  continued  until  darkness  prevented 
further  operations.  I  ordered  a  halt,  and  established  my 'line  across 
the  turnpike,  half  a  mile  from  the  position  whence  the  advance  began. 
A  charge  of  cavalry  on  the  road  and  an  infantry  attack  on  the 
extreme  left  were  made  after  dark.  Both  were  easily  repulsed. 

The  opposing  force  of  the  enemy,  as  I  learned  from  captured  offi 
cers,  consisted  of  General   King's   division,  of  four   brigades,  and  a 
battery  of  howitzers.     One  piece  was  captured  and  about  one  hundred 
prisoners.     Among  the  prisoners  were  Captain  Judson,  assistant  ad-  ( 
iutant  general  to  General  Hatch,  and  Captain  Garish,  of  the  battery. 

During  the  night  of  the  20th,  under  orders  from  General  Hood,  I 
resumed  the  position  to  the  rear  of  Groveton,  which  I  had  occupied 
in  the  morning.  At  daylight  on  the  3  >th,  the  enemy  advanced  a 
heavy  line  of  skirmishers  towards  this  point.  These  were  met  by  my 
riflemen  and  those  from  the  Texas  brigade,  and  sharp  skirmishing 
continued  until  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  main 
attack  of  the  enemy  began.  This  attack,  which  was  made  by  General 
MorrelPs  Federal  division  on  General  Jackson's  right,  in  full  view  of 
n»y  position,  was  no  sooner  repulsed  than  the  whole  line  was  ordered 
forward,  and  my  brigade  advanced  to  Groveton,  in  support  of  a  bat 
tery  wnich  wa^  placed  at  that  point.  Here  it  remained  for  half  an 
hour  or  more,  under  a  terrific  fire  of  artillery,  when  I  received  orders 
from  General  Hood  to  move  across  the  turnpike  to  the  left  of  the 
Texas  brigade.-  On  reaching  an  eminence  a  few  hundred  yards  to 
the  right  of  the  road,  which  commanded  a  view  of  the  field,  I  per 
ceived  large  numbers  of  our  troops  pressing  in  to  the  right,  towards 
the  Blackburn  ford  road.  Unable  to- distinguish  the  locality  of  the 
Texas  brigade,  and  seeing  that  tho  enemy  was  pushing  a  heavy  forct 
into  the  ravine  and  pine  thickets  directly  in  front  of  me  and  just 
below  Dogan's  house,  apparently  for  the  purpose  of  securing  their 
formidable  battery  posted  there,  1  carried  forward  three  regiments  to 
that  point.  Placing  the  sixth  North  Carolina  and  fourth  Alabama  in 
•the  pines,  and  the  second  Mississippi  on  their  left  and  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill  on  which  the  house^s  situated,  I  waited  a  short  time  for  the 
eleventh  Mississippi,  which  had  been  directed  to  move  upon  the  bat 
tery  from  the  left  of  the  turnpike,  intending  to  attack  at  the  same 
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beyond  his  guns.  So  far  we  had  been  entirely  successful,  and  every 
thing  pronlised  a  decisive  victory.  It  is  true  that  strong  suppcrt'was 
needed  to  follow  up  our  success,  but  this  I  expected  every  moment. 
At  this  stage  of  the  battle,  a  powerful  Federal  force  (ten  times  our 
number)  of  fresh  troops  was  thrown"  in  our  front.  Our  losses  up  to 
this  time  had  been  very  heavy;  the  troops  now  confronting  the 
enemy  were  insufficient  to  cover  properly^one-fourth  of  the  line  of 
battle  ;  our  ammunition  was  expended ;  the  men  had  been  fighting 
long  and  desperately,  and.were  exhausted  from  want  of  food  and  rest. 
Still  they  held  their  ground,  many  of  them  using  such  ammunition  as 
they  could  obtain  from  the  bxlies  of  our  own  and  the  enemy's  dead 
and  wounded.  It  was  evident  that  this  state  of  affairs  could  not  long 
continue.  No  support  was  at  hand.  To  remain  stationary,  or  advance 
without  it,  would  have  caused  a  useless  butchery,  and  I  adopted  the 
only  alternative,  that  of  falling  back  to  the  wood  from  which  I  had  first 
advanced.  The  enemy  followed  very  slowly  and  cautiously.  Under 
direction  of  General  Hood,  I  reformed  my  brigade  in  the  rear  of  St. 
Mumma's  chyrch%  and  together  with  the  Texas  brigade,  which  had 

'  also  retired,  again  confronted  the  enemy,  who  seemed  to  hesitate  to 
enter  the  wood.  During  this  delay,  reinforcements  arrived  and  the 
brigade  was  relieved  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  ammunition.  At 
one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  having  been  supplied  with  ammunition,  I  was 
again  ordered  to  the  field,  and  took  position  in  the  wood  near  the 
church.  Here  the  brigade  remained,  under  an  incessant  cannonade, 

•until  near  night-fall,  when  it  was  moved  half  a  mile  nearer  the  town 
of  Bharpsburg,  where  it  Iny  during  the  night  and  the  following  day. 
The  good  conduct  of  my  brigade  in  this  battle  has  not  been  sur 
passed  by  it  in  any  previous  engagement.  Weak  and  exhausted  as 
they  were,  and  fighting  against  fearful  odds,  the  troops  accomplished 
and  endured  all  that  was  within  the  limits  of  human  capacity.  Our 
loss,  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  engaged,  was  extremely  heavy. 
The  officers  suffered  severely.  Colonel  Liddell,  the  gallant  and  be 
loved  commander  *of  the  fourth  Mississippi  regiment,  fell  mortally 
wounded;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Butler,  of  the  same  regiment,  received 
a  painful  wound,  and  Major  Evans  was  killed.  •  Colonel  Stone,  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel  Humphries  and  Major  Blair,  of  the  second  Mississippi, 
were  all  wounded,  while  leading  that  distinguished  regiment  in  the 
charge.  Major  Webb,  commanding  sixth  North  Carolina,  Captain 
Tate,  an  acting  field  officer  of  the  same,  and  Captain  Scruggs,  com 
manding  fourth  Alabama,  received  wounds  while  gallantly  discharging 
their  duty.  The  members  of  my  staff,  Lieutenant  Terrell,  A.  A.  G., 
Captain  Kirkman,  Lieutenant  Law,  of  the  Cita'del  Academy,  and 
private  Smith,  fourth  Alabama,  as  usual,  performed  every  duty  bravely 
and  efficiently. 

I  enclose  list  of  casualties. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

E.  M.  LAW, 
Colonel  commanding  Brigade* 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  ,T.  WALKER,   COMMANDING  JEN- 
KINS'  BRIGADE,  OF  BATTLE    OF  BOONSBORO'. 

•  HEADQUARTERS  JENKINS'  BRIOADE, 

Camp  near 'Winchester,  Oct.  24,  1862. 

Colonel  ROBERT  JOHNSON  : 

SIR  :  The  division  of  General  D.  R.  Jones  having,  by  a  forced  march'1 
from  Hagerstown,  reached  Boonsboro',  Maryland,  near  South  Moun 
tain,  about  four  o'clock  on  Sunday  evening,  September  I4uh,  was  im- 
media'tely  thrown  forward  to  the  support  of  the  troops  engaged  with 
the  enemy  on  the  mountain.  Passing  through  Boonsboro'  and  cross 
ing  a  branch,  this  brigade,  in  conjunction  with  General  Garaett's, 
marched  by  the  right  flank  to  a  church,  some  mile  and  a  half  to  the 
right  and  south  of  the  turnpike,  and  then  filed^off  to  the  left,  about 
one  mile,  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain.  About  the  time  we  reached 
that  position,  the  firing  having  pretty  well  ceased,  the  two  brigades 
about-faced,  marched  back  within  half  a  mile  of  the  turnpike  and 
filed  off'  to  the  right,  and  formed  in  line*  of  battle  midway  up  the 
mountain,  with  General  Garnett's  brigade  on  my  left.  Having 
thrown  out  skirmishers  preparatory  to  an  advance',  I  was  ordered  by 
General  Jones  to  move  the  brigade  along  the  mountain  to  the  White 
House  hotel,  on  the  turnpike,  at  the  summit  of  the  pass.  Upo«n  reach 
ing  the  hotel,  I  posted  the  brigade  a  little  in  advance  of  it  and.to  the 
left  of  the  turnpike.  Some  ten  minutes  afterwards,  by  order  of  Gen 
eral  Jones,  I  moved  the  brigade  further  up  the  mountain  and  obiquely 
to  the  right,  in  the  direction  of  Middleburg,  and  formed  it  into  line 
of  battle  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  where  a  fierce  fight  was  raging.  The 
first  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers,  Lieutenant  Colonel  D.  Liv 
ingston  ;  the  sixth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  J.  M.  Steadman,  and  the  fifth  regiment  South  Carolina  vol 
unteers,  Captain  T.  C.  Beckham  commanding,  were  advanced  some 
two  hundred  yards  to  the  front,  behind  a  stone  fence,  where  they  en 
gaged  in  a  desultory  fire  with  the  enemy  until  dark,  when  the  brig 
ade  was  withdrawn  to  the  hotel.  Ordered  by  General  Jones  to  cover 
the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  this  portion  of  the  field,  I  advanced 
the  second  rifle  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers  eomejjMjfcnce 
down  the  turnpike,  towards  Middleburg,  and  threw  out  a  heJBplrce 
of  skirmishers.  This  position  was  held  by  the  brigade  until  about 
four  o'clock,  A.  M.,  loth  September,  when  it  was  relieved  by  thecav- 
alry  brigade  of  General  Fitzhugh  Lee,  and  rejoined  the  command  of 
General  Jones  at  Sharpsburg. 

Although  but  partially  engaged,  I  commend  the  conduct  of  the  offi 
cers  and  privates  of  the  brigade,  with*  but  one  exception,  which  is  as 
mortifying  to  the  feelings  of  a  Carolinian,  as  it  is  unworthy  of 
the  flag  they  bear  and  the  cause  which  they  represent.  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel  Livingston,  of  the  first  regiment  South  Carolina  vol 
unteers,  reports  that  company  A  did  not  enter  the  fight,  shamefully 
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deserting  the  regiment  while  marching  through  the  gap.  Why 
charges  have  not  been  preferred  against  officers  and  privates  for  cow 
ardice,  has  not  been  explained. 

In  this  action  the  los^  of  the  brigade  was  as  follows  : 

Regiments.  Killed.       -       Wovnded. 

Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  0  $ 

First  regiment  S.  Carolina  volunteers,  4  15 

Second  regiment  rifles  S.  Carolina  vols.,     0  1 

Fourth  battalion,  0  0 

Fifth  regiment  S.  Carolina  volunteers,  0  6 

Sixth         "                 "             "  2  5 

Total,  3  2D 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sSrvant, 

JOSEPH  WALKER, 
Colonel  commanding  Jenkins1  Brigade. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  TALKER,  COMMANDING  JENKINS' 
BRIGADE,  OF  BATTLE  OF  SIIARPSBURG. 

HEADQUARTERS  JENKINS'  BRIGADE,      > 
Camp  near    Winchester,   Virginia,  October  24,   1862.  } 

Colonel  ROBERT  JOHNSON  : 

SIR:  By  a  rapid  march  from  Boonsboro',  this  brigade  reached 
Sharpsburg,  Maryland,  about  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  loth  of 
September,  and  took  position,  in  line  of  battle,  on  an  eminence  in 
front  of  the  town  and  to  the  right  of  the  turnpike.  By  order  of 
General  Jones,  it  moved,  late  in  the  evening,  across  a  ravine,  to  the 
right,  with  Keinper's  Garnett's  and  Drayton'a  brigades,  where  it  re 
mained,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell,  until  three  o'clock  in 
the  evening  of  the  17th,  when  it  moved  back,  by  order  of  General 
Jones,  and  occupied  its  first  position,. in  support  of  Captain  Moody's 
battery  and  a  company  of  the  Washington  artillery,  Captain  Squiers, 
both  from  Louisiana.  Here  the  brigade  endured  a  terrific  fire  of  shot 
and  shell  for  some  half  hour,  when,  the  ammunition  of  the  artillery 
having  been  exhausted,  it  advanced  some  four  hundred  yards  to  an 
apple  orchard,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  small  arms.  Per 
ceiving  the  enemy  in  force  in  several  positions,  from  any  of  which 
we  were  assailable,  I  threw  out  the  first,  fifth  and  sixth  regiments  of 
South  Carolina  volunteers  to  oppose  him  on  the  left,  and  the  Pal 
metto  sharpshooters  and  the  second  regiment  rifles,  South  Carolina 
volunteers,  to  meet  him  in  the  centre  and  on  the  right.  From  this 
position  we  continued  to  pour  a  destructive  fire  into  the  ranks  of  the 
enemy,  at  short  range,  until  he  recoiled  and  retreated  out  of  sight 
among  the  timber  on  Antietam  creek. 

At  this  juncture,  perceiving  that  the  enemy  had  advanced  three 
heavy  columns  some  four  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  the  brigade  and 
to  the  right,  across  a  ravine  leading  up  from  the  creek,  and  was 
steadily  driving  back  the  brigades  of  Generals  Kemper  and  Drayton, 
I  moved  this  brigade  into  line  parallel  with  the  turnpike  and  ravine, 
and  near  to  the  latter,  and  opened  a  destructive  enfilade  fire  upon  the 
enemy,  which  assisted  materially  in  driving  back  his  columns. 

Changing  the  front  of  the  brigade  again  tqwards  Antietam  creek, 
and  at  right  angles  to  the  turnpike  and  ravine,  I  threw  forward  a  line 
of  skirmishers  to  a  fence,  near  to  the  timber  on  the  creek,  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night.  This  position  the  brigade,  alone  and  un 
supported,  held  during  the  18th,  burying  the  dead  a'nd  caring  for  the 
wounded — the  skirmishers,  in  the  meanwhile,  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire 
upon  the  enemy.  Just  after  dark  on  the  18th,  I  received  orders  from 
General  D.  R.  Jones  to  cover  the  retreat  of  his  division.  Strength 
ening  my  line  of  pickets  and  extending  it  further  to  the  right  and 
left,  I  held  the  position  until  nearly  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the 
19th  of  September,  when  I  was  relieved  by  the  cavalry  brigade  of 
General  Fitzhugh  Lee,  and  withdrew  the  brigade  across  the  Potomac, 
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effecting  the  passage  a  little  after  sunrise,  in  perfect  safety.  The  loss 
of  the  brigade  in  killed  and  wounded  was  heavy,  in  view  of  the  num 
ber  carried  into  action,  and  was  as  follows : 

Killed.       '  Wounded. 

Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  8  57 

First  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers,      .4  36 

Second  regiment  rifles,  S.  Carolina  vols.,  •      -         4  17 

Fifth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers,  6  27 

Sixth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers,  4  47 

Fourth  battalion  South  Carolina  volunteers,    - 

Total,         .....       2G  181 

In  this  action  Captains  Lee  and  Harbin,  of  the  Palmetto  Sharp 
shooters,  were  killed.  They  were  brave  and  promising  officers. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Livingston,  of  the  first  regiment;  Captain  Can- 
try,  commanding  sixth  regiment ;  Lieutenant  McFadden,  of  the 
sixth;  and  Lieutenant  W.  N-.  Majors  and  Lieutenant  II.  H.  Thomson, 
of  the  Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  were  seriously  wounded.  I  commend 
to  your  favorable  notice  Captains  Squiera  and  Moody,  who  handle*! 
their  guns  with  a  skill, -daring  and  endurance  seldom  equalled  and 
never  surpassed.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  several  regiments  are 
worthy  of  the  highest  praise  for  their  coolness  and  daring  in  battle, 
and  their  patient  endurance  of  hunger  and  fatigue.  I  regret,  how 
ever,  to  be  called  again  to  refer  to-  the  conduct  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  officers  and  privates  of  the  first  regiment  South  Carolina  volun 
teers,  in  this  battle,  in  terms  of  censure.  The  commanding  officer 
reports  that  the  regiment  entered  the  fight  with  one  hundred  and  six 
men,  rank  and  file,  lost  forty  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  day  but  fifteen  enlisted  men  and  one  commissioned  officer 
answered  to  their  names.  Such  officers  are  a  disgrace  to  the  service 
and  unworthy  to  wear  a. sword,  for  I  must  believe  that  their  desertion 
of  their  companies  alone  induced  such  conduct  upon  the  part  of  their 
privates.  If  such  conduct  is  not  checked  by  exemplary  punishment, 
the  efficiency  of  the  regiment  will  be  destroyed. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  WALKER, 
Colonel  commanding  Jenkins*  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL   G.  T.  ANDERSON,   COMMANDING 

BRIGADE. 

HEADQ'RS  ANDERSON'S  BRIGADE,  D.  R.  JONES'  DIVISION,  ^ 

September  3Uth,  1862.          } 

Major  A.  COWARD,  A.  A.  General : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  report  of  the  actions  of  my 
brigade  in  the  affairs  at  Rappahannock,  23d  August,  Thoroughfare 
Gap,  August  23th  ;  Manassas,  August  30th  ;  Turner's  Gap,  Maryland, 
September  14th,  and  Sharpsburg,  September  17th,  1863,  with  the  list 
of  casualties  in  each  engagement : 

On  the  morning  of  August  23d,  I  was  ordered  to  support  Brigadier 
General  Evans,  on  the  right  of  our  line,  our  batteries  at  that  time  en 
gaging  the  enemy,  who  had  planted  a  battery  on  the  hill,  near  the 
railroad  bridge  across  the  llappahanno^k  river.  I  •  moved  my 
command  forward  promptly,  and  reported  to  General  Evans.  He  first 
ordered  me  to  advance  one  regiment,  in  conjunction  with  one  of  his, 
to  storm  the  hill  occupied  by  the  enemy's  battery.  Before  the  order 
was  executed,  he  ordered  me  to  advance  my  whole  brigade  in  line  of 
battle  to  the  west  of  a  wooded  slope,  in  front  and  to  the  right  of 
this  hill.  On  reaching  this  position,  he  ordered  me  to  continue  to 
advance,  through  the  open  field,  towards  the  hill  referred  to.  The 
enemy,  in  the  meantime,  had  withdrawn  their  battery  and  crossed  the 
river.  On  reaching  the  open  field,  I  saw,  in  rear  of  this  hill,  about 
one  hundred  of  the  enemy,  moving  by  their  left  flank,  and  supposed 
I  would  have  the  pleasure  of  an  open  field  fight,  but  this  small  party 
was  all  of  the  enemy  I  saw  on  our  side  of  the  river,  and,  long  before 
we  were  in  range  of  them,  they  disappeared,  and  in  a  few  moments 
the  railroad  bridge  was  blown  up  and  set  on  fire.  Continuing  to  ad 
vance  across  the  open  field  for  nearly  half  a  mile  under  the  fire  of 
four  batteries,  I  placed  my  brigade  in  line  on  the  field,  my  left  regi 
ment  (the  eighth  Georgia,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Towers,  commanding) 
and  the  Holcombe  legion,  of  Evans'  brigade,  occupying  the  hill  where 
the  battery  of  the  enemy  had  been  posted.  VVe  remained  in  this  po 
sition,  my  right  extending  across  the  open  field,  for  at  least  five  hours, 
under  heavy  fire'  of  shell,  grape  and  canister  ;  the  officers  and  men 
behaving  in  the  most  gallant  manner.  My  own  horse  was  killed  near 
to  the  position  the  enemy  had  occupied  on  the  hill.  Continuing  our 
march,  we  reached  Thoroughfare  Gap  August  2Sth.  My  brigade  was 
in  front.  I  ordered  Colonel  Beck,  with  his  regiment,  (ninth  Georgia,) 
in  advance,  and  to  send  forward  two  companies  as  skirmishers.  Mov 
ing  in  this  order,  the  brigade  was  halted,,  by  order  of  General  Long- 
street,  some  half  mile  from  the  gap,  and  Colonel  Beck  ordered  to  pro 
ceed  through  the  gap  on  a  reconnoissance.  Proceeding  cautiously, 
he  drove  a  mounted  picket  before  him,  killing  three  of  them,  and 
cleared  the  pass,  moving  some  quarter  of  a  mile  beyond,  and  held  his 
position  until  attacked  and  driven  back  by  a  whole  brigade  and  a  bat- 
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tery.  The  brigade  was  ordered  forward,  and,  moving  rapidly  to  the 
front,  I  found  Colonel  Beck  falling  back  very  slowly  before  the  large 
force  of  the  enemy,  and  caused  him  to  form  his  regiment  on  the  right 
of  the  railroad,  and  formed  the  other  regiments  on  the  left  as  fast  as 
they  came  up,  in  the  following  order  :  The  first  Georgia  regulars, 
Major  Walker  commanding ;  eighth  Georgia,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Towers  ;  seventh  Georgia,  Colonel  Wilsoji,  and  eleventh  Georgia, 
Lieut.  Colonel  Luifman.  Having  thus  formed  my  line  and  advanced 
my  skirmishers  to  the  front,  I  ordered  the  line  to  advance,  which 
was  done  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  the  men  climbing  the  rough 
mountain  sides  on  their  hands  and  kneeg,  to  reach  the  «nemy  occu 
pying  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  delivering  a  murderous  fire  in  their 
faces  as  they  made  the  perilous  ascent.  From  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  and  the  impenetrable  thickets  of  laurel  and  brush,  none  of 
the  regiments  except  the  first  Georgia,  obtained  a  favorable  position  ; 
but  the  regulars  succeeded  in  getting  a  good  position,  and  inflicted  a 
very  severe  chastisement  on  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy.  Cap 
tain  Patton  brought  down  five  with  his  pistol,  killing  three  of  them' 
The  regulars,  in  this  affair,  officers  and  men,  behaved  with  distin 
guished  gallantry,  as  they  have  on  every  occasion  in  which  they  have 
met  the  enemy,  and  I  only  regret  that  our  army  is  not  composed  of 
just  such  men. 

On  the  29th  of  August,  we  bivouacked  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Ma- 
nassas  battle-ground,  but  were  not  engaged  during  that  day. 

On  the  30th,  I  was  ordered  to  advance  in  line  of  battle,  near  the  Chinn 
house,  and  moving  in  this  direction,  Lieutenant  C.  C.  Hardvvick,  A. 
A.  A.  General,  a  noble  and  gallant  officer,  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
thigh,  and  -compelled  to  leave  the  field.  In  a  few  moments  my  horse 
was  shot  under  me,  leaving  me  on  foot  and  without  an  aid.  Arriving 
in  front  of  the  Chinn  house  and  perpendicular  to  it,  I  found  that  I 
must  change  my  front,  which  I  did,  making  the  left  the  pivot,  and  then 
continued  my  advance,  by  order  of  Brigadier  General-  Jones,  com 
manding  division.  I  soon  marched  to  the  position  to  which  I  was  or 
dered,  to  the  right  of  Colonel  Benning,  commanding  Toombs'  brig 
ade.  The  men  were  now  in  front  of  the  enemy  and  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  artillery  ;  but  with  all  the  coolness  of  veterans  they  went  to 
work,  and  soon  drove  the  brigade  in  front  of  them,  from  the  field.  A 
fresh  brigade  was  soon  brought  up,  and  the  fight  resumed  with  all  its 
intensity  ;  but  the  men  and  officers  stood  to  their  post's  undor  the  most 
murderous  fire  I  ever  witnessed,  with  the  resolve  to  fall  rather  than 
yield.  My  right  flank  being  exposed,  the  enemy  succeeded  so  far  in 
turning  it,  as  to  enfilade  that  portion  of  my  line,  when  I  drew  back  my 
right,  so  that  I  could  keep  my  front  to  the  enemy.  Fresh  troops  com 
ing  up,  soon  after  the  enemy  were  again  and  finally  driven  from  the 
field,  when,  with  the  remnant  of  my  brigade,  I  moved  back  a  short 
distance  to  the  rear  to  rest  the  men,  and  finally  bivouacked  for  the 
night  in  front  of  Chinn's.  For  the  desperation  of  the  hghts  and  the 
fierce  tenacity  with  which  my  men  held  the  ground,  let  the  list  of 
casualties  testify.  I  can  bear  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  and  gal 
lantry  of  the  whole  brigade,  without  exception.  Seven  out  of  eight 
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of  the  field  officers,  and  over  fifty  company  officers  being  killed  and 
wounuVi.  Among  the  mortally  wounded  was  Colonel  W.  T.  Wilson, 
seventh  Georgia,  who  so  gallantly  led  the  charge  at  dcm  No.  1,  near 
Yorktown,  the  16th  of  April  last.  Always  at  the  posj  of  duty  and 
danger,  he  fell  with  his  face  to  the  foe,  gallantly  cheering  his  men  to 
the  onset.  Lieutenant  Hardwick,  A.  A.  A.  General,  had  only  joined 
the  command  the  day  before,  from  sick  leave,  and  was  wounded  before 
the  command  was  engaged. 

In  the  engagement  at  Turner's  Gap,  near  Boonsboro',  Maryland, 
my  brigade,  in  conjunction  with  General  Drayton's,  was  ordered  for 
ward  to  report  to  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill.  I  found  General  Hill 
at  the  Mountain  House,  and  he  conducted  us,  in  person,  to  the  right 
of  our  line,  and,  after  giving  the  necessary  orders,  left  for  other  parts 
of  the  field.  Brigadier. General  Ripley,  the  next  senior  officer,  was 
then  left  in  command  of  the  four  brigades,  viz:  Brigadier  General 
G.  B.  Anderson's,  his  own,  my  brigade,  and  General  Dray  ton's,  in 
line  from  right  to  left,  as  enumerated.  Before  Draytoa  had  formed 
his  line,  General  Ripley  ordered  the  whole  line  to  move  by  the  right 
flank,  and  about  this  time,  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  Dray  ton. 
I  had,  by  moving  to  the  right,  under  General  Ripley's  order,  become 
separated  at  least-three  hundred  yards  from  General  Drayton's  right, 
when  General  R.  came  by  and  ordered  me  to  move  by  the  left  flank 
into  the  wood,  which  I  did,  my  skirmishers,  (the  right  wing  of  the 
Georgia  regulars,  Captain  Wayne  commanding,)  not  having  the  com 
mand  to  change  direction,  had  continued  moving  by  the  flank  and  un 
covered  my  front.  Having  moved  some  distance  over  the  mountain's 
side,  I  halted  and  sent  forward  to  find  Captain  Wayne,  but  could  not, 
for  the  reasons  above  given,  and  finding  that  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
was  more  to  my  left  than  front, -I  changed  front,  forward  on  the  left, 
and  had  the  left  wing  of  the  Georgia  regulars,  under  direction  of 
Colonel  Magill,  'deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  as  I  was  in  the  act  of 
advancing  to  find  the  ene>my,  Lieutenant  Shellman,  adjutant  eighth 
Georgia  regiment,  reported  the  enemy  as  having  turned  Drayton's 
right  flank,  and,  being  on  our  left  and  rear,  a  few  of  them  were  taken 
prisoners  and  several  of  Drajton's  men,  who  had  been  captured,  re 
leased. 

To  prevent  the  enemy  from  cutting  off  my  small  brigade,  being  at 
the  time  alone,  (General  Ripley's  brigade,  on  my  right,  being  several 
hundred  yards  away,  as  I  found  by  sending  Captain  Montgomery, 
first  Georgia  regulars,  to  report  for  orders,  who  reported  him  at  least 
one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  my  right,  after  a  long  search,)  I  ordered 
my  brigade  to  move  by  the  left  flank  and  recross  the  road  in  our 
original  rear,  and  there  reformed  my  line  of  battle  and  was  advancing 
to  find  the  right  of  Drayton's  brigade,  when  Captain  Twiggs  and 
Lieutenant  Lamar,  first  Georgia  regulars,  in  charge  of  skirmishers, 
called  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  enemy  were  crossing  the  road 
in  considerable  force  on  my  left  flank.  Seeing  this  myself,  and  to 
prevent  my  left  from  being  turned,  I  moved  by  the  left,  diagonally  to 
the  rear,  to  intercept  them,  and  at  this  time  found  General  Hood'a 
two  brigades  coming  up  to  support' that  part  of  the  line.  He  engaged 
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the  enemy  and  drove  him  back.  ]£ot  knowing  where  to  find  General 
Ripley  or  General  Dray  ton,  I  reported  to  General  Hood  for  instruc 
tions,  and  was  requested  by  him  to  hold  my  position,  to  protect  his 
left  flank,  and  remained  there  until  drawn  off  the  field  after  night. 
In  consequence  of  being  separated  from  Dray  ton's  right,  by  the  order 
of  General  Ripley,  and  having  to  recross  the  road  to  avoid  being  sur 
rounded,  my  men  were  not  engaged  in  the  fight,  except  the  first  line 
of  skirmishers,  under  Captain  Wayne.  Fo*r  casualties  see  accompa 
nying  lists.  Falling  back  from  this  place,  I  was  ordered  to  report  to 
Brigadier  General  Hood,  commanding  the  rear  guard,  and  remained 
\vith  him  until  our  arrival  at  Sharpsburg.  I  was  ordered  into  position 
in  rear  of  the  Washington  artillery,  and  remained  there,  except  about 
three  hours,  being  moved  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  for  that 
length  of  time,  until  the  morning  of  the  17th..  About  half-past  seven 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  17th,  I  was  ordered  to  the  left  to  support  Gen 
eral  Hood,  without  a  guide  or  direction  how  to  find  him.  I  moved  off 
and  directed  my  course  by  the  sound  of  the  musketry,  and  succeeded 
in  finding  General  Hood,  who  pointed  out  the  position  he  wished  me 
to  occupy.  I  remained  in  this  position  but  a  few  moments;  other 
troops  he  moved  in  front  of  me,  and  I  moved  by  the  left  flank,  some 
two  hundred  yards,  and  engaged  the  enemy,  and  drove  them  for  about 
half  a  mile,  my  men  and  officers  behaving  in  the  most  gallant  man 
ner.  By  this  time  the  enemy  had  disappeared  from  before  us,  and, 
while  I  was  at  a  different  part  of  the  line,  some  mounted  officer,  un 
known,  reported  the  enemy  turning  our  right  flank  and  ordered  the 
men  to  fall  back,  and  some  confusion  was  created,  but  I  soon  reformed 
the  line  and  moved  to  the  right,  near  the  first  position  I  had  held. 
From  this  point  I  was  ordered  to  the  Hagerstown  road  by  a  staff  offi 
cer  of  General  Longstreet,  and  moved  to  that  place,  taking  position 
behind  the  stone  fence,  a  large  number  of  the  enemy  being  in  front 
of  us  in  a  corn-field.  In  a  short  time  the  enemy  opened  an  enfilade 
fire  on  my  position  with  long-range  artillery,  and  I  was  forced  to 
change,  moving  down  the  road  towards  Sharpsburg,  under  the  crest 
of  the  hill.  At  this  point  I  founnd  a  six-pounder  gun,  and,  getting 
a  few  men  to  assist  in  placing  it  in  position,  a  lieutenant  of  infsnitry, 
whose  name  or  regiment  I  do  not  know,  served  it  most  beautifully, 
until  the  ammunition  was  exhausted.  Parts  of  several  brigades  by 
this  time  had  been  collected  at  this  point,  and,  by  direction  of  General 
D.  H.  Hill,  were  formed  in  line  perpendicularly  to  and  on  the  ri^ht 
of  the  road,  near  the  position  occupied  by  Rodes'  brigade  early  in 
the  morning.  This  was  about  two  or  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  Placing 
me  in  command,  General  Hill  ordered  me  to  occupy  the  crest  of  the 
hill  to  my  right  and  rear.  I  moved  to  the  position  and  sent  forward 
skirmishers,  but  failed  to  find  the  enemy.  The  enemy  opening  a 
cross  fire  of  artillery  from  the  left  on  us,  I  moved  back  to  the  other 
position,  which  was  approved  by  General  Hill,  who,  riding  forward 
to  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  our  front,  called  my  attention  to  a  line  of 
the  enemy  advancing,  apparently,  to  attack  us.  Suffering  them  to 
come  near  us,  I  ordered  my  command  to  charge  them,  which  they  did 
in  splendid  style  aad  good  order,  killing  and  wounding  many  of  the 
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enemy,  taking  several  prisoners,  and  routing  the  remainder.  We 
could  not  pursue  them  as  far  as  I  wished,  because  of  the  severe  fire 
of  artillery  directed  against  us  from  long-range  guns,  which  we  could 
not  reach.  In  this  charge  parts  of  Wilcox's,  Featherston's  and 
Pryor's  brigades  participated  with  mine,  and,  I  am  proud  to  say  all, 
officers  and  men,  behaved  admirably. 

The  eleventh  Georgia  regiment,  Major  Little  commanding,  had 
been  detached  at  Hagerstown,  on  the  14th,  by  order  of  Brigadier 
General  D.  R.  Jones,  commanding  division,  and  did  not  join  me  until 
the  18th.  Major  Little,  with  five  companies,  reached  Sharpsburg  on 
the  morning  of  the  17th,  and  participated  in  the  fight  on  our  right, 
under,  command  of  Brigadier  General  Toombs.  General  D.  R. 
.Tones  speaks  in  high  terms  of  their  good  conduct.  I  forward  Major 
Little's  report,  leaving  it  to  the  officers  under  whose  command  he 
x  fought  to  do  him  and  his  men  justice. 

The  battery  attached  to  my  brigade,  the  Wise  artillery,  Captain  J. 
S.  Brown  commanding,  was  not  with  me,  nor  have  I  received  any  re 
port  from  it.  Captain  Brown  was  severely  wounded  by  a  musket  ball 
passing  entirely  through  his  foot. 

I  can  but  say  that,  in  each  of  these  engagements,  all  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  brigade,  with  a  few  exceptions,  have  behaved  in  the 
most  gallant  manner,  nearly  the  whole  of  each  action  being  con 
ducted  under  my  own  eye.  I  know  of  no  particular  case  of  indi 
vidual  bravery,  and  can  make  no  discrimination  where  all  have  done 
so  well,  it  appearing  to  be  the  determination  of  every  one  to  do  his 
whole  duty,  as  the  list  of  casualties  accompanying  this  report  will 
testify,  showing  a  loss  of  eight  hundred  and  •  ninety-four  killed, 
wounded  and  missing,  out  of  about  two  thousand  two  hundred,  with 
>vhich  I  reached  Gordonsville. 

1  must  express  my  many  obligations  to  Lieutenant  H.  L.  D. 
McDaniel,  eleventh  Georgia  regiment,  acting  assistant  adjutant  gen 
eral  during  the  sickness  of  Lieutenant  Hardwick,  for  his  universal 
good  conduct  and  gallantry.  He  was  relieved  by  Lieutenant  Hard- 
wick  on  the  28th  of  August,  Lieutenant  McDaniel  having  been 
appointed  assistant  quartermaster  to  his  regiment. 

Lieutenant  Hardwick  being  wounded  on  the  30th  August,  at  Chinn's 
house,  Lieutenant  Blackwell,  eighth  Georgia  regiment,  has  filled  the 
position  of  acting  assistant  adjutant  general  very  much  to  my  satis 
faction,  and  I  have  found  him  at  all  times  prompt  and  faithful  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties. 

I  am  also  under  many  obligations  to  Captain  Thomas  G.  Jackson, 
volunteer  aid  and  acting  ordnance  officer  of  the  brigade,  for  his  good 
Conduct  and  ability  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  ;  and  also  to  Cap 
tain  Frederick  West,  volunteer  aid,  who  has  been  with  me  since 
the  affair  at  Thoroughfare  Gap,  and  has  nobly  and  faithfully  done 
his  duty. 

Many  thanks  are  due  to  Captain  Holliday,  assistant  quartermaster 
of  the  seventh  Georgia  regiment,  for  invaluable  services,  ren 
dered  on  the  banks  of  the  Rappahannock,  in  the  capacity  of 
volunteer  aid. 
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I  must  also  express  my  obligations  to  Lieutenant  Tennible,  ninth 
Georgia  regiment,  who  aided  me,  and  bore  himself  gallantly  under 
the  murderous  fire  at  Manassas,  after  Lieutenant  Hardwick,  acting 
assistant  adjutant  general,  was  wounded, 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  T.  ANDERSON, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Georgia  Volunteers,  commanding  Brigade, 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER   GENERAL  TOOMBS. 

WASHINGTON,  GEORGIA,  October  25,  1863. 
Brigadier  General  D.  R.  JONES  : 

GENERAL:  The  day  that  the  army,  commanded  by  General  Lee,  left 
Leesburg  and  marched  towards  Maryland,  you  notified  me  that  I  was 
assigned  to  the  command  of  a  division  composed  of  my  own  brigade, 
General  Dray  ton's  *and  Colonel  G.  T.  Anderson's  brigades.  When 
Major  General  Longstreet's  command  arrived  within  four  or  five  miiea 
of  Hagerstown,  I  was  ordered  to  send  forward  one  of  my  brigades  to 
that  point,  take  possession  of  Hagerstown  and  to  hold  it  until  further 
orders.  I  asked  permission  to  accompany  this  brigade,  which  was 
granted  by  Major  General  Longstreet.  I  took  with  me,  for  the  exe 
cution  of  this  ord-er,  my  own  brigade,  then  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Benning,  of  the  seventeenth  Georgia  volunteers,  leaving 
Brigadier  General  Drayton's  and  Colonel  Anderson's  brigades  with 
the  main  body  of  the  army. 

On  Saturday  night,  the  13th  September,  while  in  command  at 
Hagerstown,  1  received  orders  to  hold  my  command  in  readiness  to 
march  at  daylight  next  morning  I  received  no  further  orders  until 
about  ten  o'clock,  on  Sunday  night,  the  14th  September;  I  then  re 
ceived  orders  to  march  immediately  to  Sharpsburg,  which  I  did,  and 
reached  there  before  daylight  Monday  morning.  On  that  day,  I  re 
ceived  orders  from  you  to  detail  two  regiments  from  my  own  brigade, 
the  only  one  then  with  me,  and  to  order  them  to  Williamsport,  for  the 
protection  of  the  waggon  train,  which  left  me  with  but  two  regiments 
only,  and  one  of  those  (the  second  Georgia)  was  Very  small,  having 
less  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  muskets  present  for  duty.  With, 
these  two  regiments  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  occupy  the  most  eligible 
position  I  could  find  on  the  Antietam  river,  near  the  bridge  on  the 
road  to  Harper's  Ferry,  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing 
the  river.  From  this  position  I  was  ordered  to  fall  back  when  it  should 
become  necessary,  by  my  right  flank,  and  to  hold  a  hill  about  four 
hundred  yards  bekw 'the.  bridge  and  immediately  on  the  river,  as  long 
as  it  might  be  practicable,  and  then  to  fall  back  and  take  position  on 
your  right  in  line  of  battle,  with  four  other  brigades  of  your  com 
mand,  about  six  or  eight  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  the  bridge.  With 
these  orders,  I  took  possession  of  the  ground  indicated  in  your  orders, 
on  Monday,  the  loth  of  September,  with  the  twentieth  Georgia  vol 
unteers,  commanded  by  Colonel  John  B.  Cumming,  and  the  second 
Georgia  volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Holmes, 
(about  four  hundred  muskets  strong,)  and  both  under  the  immediate 
command  of  Colonel  Henry  L.  Benning,  commanding  the  brigade — at 
this  time  no  notice  having  been  given  me  of  what  disposition  was  in 
tended  to  be  made  of  the  rest  of  the  division,  which  had  been  assigned 
to  me.  I  subsequently  understood  from  you  that  Anderson's  brigade 
21 


322 

fcad  been  attached  to  Brigadier  General  Hood's  command,  and  Briga 
dier  General  Drayton's  brigade  was  retained  by  you  in  your  line  of 
battle  on  the  heights  in  my  rear,  except  one  regiment  ( the  fiftieth 
Georgia  volunteers,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kearse,)  hereafter  referred  to. 
The  An  tie  tarn  river  runs  comparatively  straight  from  a  point  aboufe 
one  hundred  paces  above  the  bridge  to  a  point  about  three  hundred 
paces  below  the  bridge,  and  then  curves  suddenly  around  a  hill  to  a 
ford  on  a  neighborhood  road,  about  six  hundre^d  yards  to  my  right  and 
rear.  The  road  from  Sharpsburg  to  Harpers  Ferry  from  the  foot  of 
ths  bridge  over  the  Antietam  turns  suddenly  down  the  river  and  runs 
nearly  upon  its  margin  for  about  three  hundred  paces,  then  leaves  the 
river  nearly  at  right  angles.  Upon  examining  the  position,  I  found 
a  narrow  wood  upon  the  margin  of  the  river,  just*  above  the  bridge, 
(an  important  and  commanding  position,)  occupied  by  a  company  of 
Texans,  from  Brigadier  General  Hood's  command.  I  then  ordered  the 
twentieth  to  take  position,  with  its  left  near  the  foot  of  the  bridge  on 
the  Sharpsburg  side,  extending  down  the  river  near  its  margin,  and 
the  second  Georgia,  on  its  right,  prolonging  the  line  down  to  the  point 
v/'iere  the  road  on  the  other  side  from  the  mountain  approached  the 
river.  This  required  a  more  open  order  than  was  desirable  on  account 
of  the  smallness  of  the  regiments,  both  together  numbering  but  a  little 
over  four  hundred  muskets. 

On  Tuesday,  you  placed  under  my  command  the  fiftieth  Georgia, 
(Lieutenant  Colonel  Kearse,)  numbering,  I  should  suppose,  scarcely 
one  hundred  muskets.  I  ordered  this  regiment  on  the  right  of  the 
ee<3or:d  Georgia,  extending  it  in  open  order,  so  as  to  guard  a  blind  plan 
tation  road  leading  to  a  ford  between  the  lower  ford  before  referred  to 
and  the  right  of  the  second  Georgia  volunteers. 

On  Tuesday  evening  I  received  notice  of  the  withdrawal  %of  the 
company  belonging  to  Brigadier  General  Hood's  brigade  from  the 
•position  on  Colonel  Cummings'  left,  above  the  bridge,  and  was  com- 
IpelUi  to  detail  a  company  from  the  twentieth  to  take  its  place. 

On  Wednesday  morning  Lordereda  company  from  General  Jenkins' 
brigade,  whom  you  had*  placed  under  my  command,- to  relieve  this 
company  from  the  twentieth,  and  occupy  its  position,  that  it  might 
resume  its  position  below  the  bridge.  This  order  was  not  obeyed, 
»nd  subsequently  I  placed  the  captain  and  one  half  of  this  company 
Ihetwsen  the  second  Georgia  and  fiftieth  Georgia,  and  the  other  half 
under  a  lieutenant  near  the  lower  ford,  to  prevent  or  retard  the  passage 
<f  the  enemy  at  this  point.  This  command  held  its  position  with 
fctielity  and  firmness  until  withdrawn  by  my  order.  This  position  was 
important  and  had  been  guarded  by  a  cavalry  regiment  with  an  in 
fantry  brigade  in  its  rear,  up  to  Tuesday  evening,  when  both  were 
removed  to  another  position  on  the  field  of  battle  and  left  the  crossing 
unprotected  except  by  the  small  force  I  was  thus  enabled  to  place 
there.  Finding  that  the  battery  belonging  to  my  brigade  (Captain 
Eichardson)  was  placed  too  far  in  my  rear  to  render  me  efficient  ser 
vice  in  defending  the  passage  at  the  bridge,  I  applied  to  General 
'Locgstreet  for  another  battery.  He  ordered  Captain  Eubank's  to  re- 
fto  me,  who  was  placed  in  my  rear  about  half  v§y  between  the 
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river  and  Captain  Richardson's  battery,  and  rendered  efficient  service 
as  long  as  he  remained  in  that  position. 

The  enemy  opened  on  my  position  with  his  artillery,  on  Tuesday 
evening,  and  continued  it  until  dark.  The  damage  was  but  slight. 
My  own  skirmishers  and  the  company  from  General  Hood's  brigade 
crossed  the  river,  and  were  actively  engaged  with  the  enemy's  skirm 
ishers  the  most  of  this  flay. 

On  Tuesday  night  the  enemy  advanced  his  artillery  and  infantry 
much  nearer  my  position,  and  on  Wednesday  morning  threw  forward 
hid  skirmishers  and  light  infantry,  in  greatly  increased  numbers,  and 
before  eight  o'clock,  drove  in  my  pickets  and  advanced  with  heavy 
columns  to  the  attack' of  my  position  on  the  bridge.  This  position 
was  not  strong,  the  ground  descended  gently  to  the  margin  of  the 
river  covered  with  a  narrow  strip  of  woods,  affording  slight  protection 
to  the  troops  ;  its  chief  strength  lay  in  the  fact  that,  from  the  nature 
of  the  ground  on  the  other  side,  the  enemy  were  compelled  to  approach 
mainly  by  the  road  which  led  up  the  river  *for  near  three  hundred 
paces,  parallel  with  my  line  of  battle,  and  distant  therefrom  from  fifty 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  thus  exposing  his  flank  to  a  destructive 
fire  the  most  of  that  distance.  At  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  the 
enemy  made  his  first  attempt  to  carry  the  bridge  by  a  rapid  assault, 
and  was  repulsed  with  great  slaughter,  and,  at  irregular  intervals,  up 
to  about  one  o'clock,  made  four  other  attempts  of  the  same  kind,  all 
of  which  were  gallantly  met  and  successfully  repulsed  by  the  twentieth 
and  second  Georgia. 

The  fiftieth  Georgia  and  the  half  company  from  General  Jenkins* 
brigade,  before  referred  to,  were  on  the  right  of  the  second  Georgia, 
rather  below  the  main  point  of  attack,  and  rendered  little  or  no  ser 
vice  in  ihis  fierce  and  bloody  struggle.  After  these  repeated  and 
disastrous  repulses,  the  enemy  despairing  of  wresting  the  bridge  from 
the  grasp  of  its  heroic  defenders,  and  thus  forcing  his  passage  across 
the  river  at  this  point,  turned  his  attention  to  the  fords  be.fore  referred 
to,  and  commenced  moving  fresh  troops  in  that  direction  by  his  left 
Hank  The  old  road,  by  the  upper  of  the  two  fords  referred  to,  led 
over  a  hill  on  my  right  and  in  my  rear,  which  completely  commanded 
my  position,  and  all  ingress  and  egress  to  and  from  it,  below  the 
bridge.  My  communications  with  the  rear,  above  the  bridge,  were 
beset  with  other,  but  scarcely  less  difficulties.  This  approach  could 
have  been  very  successfully  defended  by  a  comparatively  small  force, 
and  it  was  for  this  purpose  that  I  so  often  and  urgently  asked  the  aid 
of  a  regiment  on  the  day  of  the  battle,  not  having  another  man  availa 
ble  for  that  purpose.  Not  being  able  to  get  any  reinforcements  for 
the  defense  of  these  two  fords,  and  seeing  that  the  enemy  was  moving 
upon  them  to  cross,  thus  enabling  him  to  attack  my  small  force  in 
front,  right  flank  and  rear,  and  my  two  regiments  having  been  coa- 
stantly  engaged,  from  early  in  the  morning  up«to  one  o'clock,  with  a 
vastly  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  aided  by  :three  heavy  batteries,, 
the  commanding  officer,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Holmes,  of  the  second,, 
having  been  killed  in  the  action,  and  the  only  remaining -field  o  !  ceiy 
Major  Harris,  being  painfully  wounded,  aud  fully  one  half  of  this- 
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regiment  being  tilled  or  wounded,  and  the  twentieth  having  ajso  suf 
fered  severely  in   killed   and   wounded,  and   the  ammunition  of  both 
regiments  being  nearly  exhausted,  and  Eubank's  battery  having  bec'n 
withdrawn  to  the  rear  nearly  two  hours  before,  I  deemed  it  my  duty, 
in  pursuance  of  your  original  order,  to  withdraw  my  command  and 
place  it  in  the  position  designated   by  you,   opposite  the   two  lower 
fords,  some  half  mile  to  the   light  and   fronf  of  your  line  of  battle. 
In  pursuance  of  this  order,  Colonel  Benning,  wjio  had  commanded  the 
remnant  of  the  brigade  during  the  action  with  distinguished  gallantry 
and  gkill,  withdrew  these  gallant  regiments  to  their  new  position,  ready 
again  to  confront  and  battle  with  the  enemy.     The  fiftieth  Georgia  and 
the  con.pany  from  General  Jenkins'   brigade  w<?re  at  the  same   tirae 
ordered  to  the  same  position,  and  were  led  back  by  their  respective  officers. 
This  change  of  position  was  made  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  and  with 
but  f-mall  loss  in  the  face  of  greatly  superior  numbers.      Before  these 
troops  had  reached  their  new  position,  the  fifteenth  Georgia  volunteers, 
under  the  command  of  @olonel   Milligair,  the  seventeenth,  under  the 
command  of  Captain   McGregor,  of  .my  brigade,    Major   Little,  with 
five  companies  of  the  eleventh  Georgia,  (Colonel  Anderson's  brigade,) 
all  of  whom  had  leen  detached  several  days  before  to  guard  ammuni 
tion  and  other  trains,  arrived  on  the  field,  and  were  also  placed  in  the 
new  position  before  designated.     The  twentieth  and  second  were  then 
ordered  to  .the  ammunition  train   to   replenish   their  cartridge-boxes. 
Though  the  bridge  and  upper  ford  were  thus  left  open  to  the  enemy, 
he  moved  with  such  extreme  caution  and  slowness  that  he  lost  nearly 
twvi  hours  in  crossing  and  getting  into  action  on  our  side  of  the  river; 
about  which  time  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division  arrived  from  Harper's 
Ferry.     I  then  received  your  order  that   as  soon   as  General   Gregg, 
((of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division,)  arrived  and  relieved  me,  to  move 
my  command  and   take   position   immediately  on  your  right  on   the 
heights  then  occupied  by  the  rest  of  your  command..     Before  I  was 
relieved  by  General   Gregg,  I   received  from  you  another   order  to 
move  up   my   command   immediately  to   meet   the   enemy,   who    had 
already  commenced  his  attaek  upon  your  position.       I  immediately 
put  my  command  in  motion,  then  consisting  of  the  fifteenth  and  sev 
enteenth  Georgia,  (lessened  by  one  company   from   each   sent  out  as 
ekirmishers,)  Major  Litile's  battalion  of  the  eleventh,  a  small  number 
of  Kears'e's  regiment,  and  on  the  way  I  found  Colonel  Gumming  and 
a  part  of  the  twentieth,  who  had  returned  from  supplying  themselves 
with  ammunition,  and  joined  me,  and  hastened,  with  all  speed,  to  your 
position.     On  my   arrival,  I   found   the   enemy   in  possession  of  the 
ground   I   was   ordered  by  you  to  occupy  on    your  right.       He  had 
driven  off  our  troops,  captured  Mclntosh's  battery  (attached  to  Gen 
eral  Drayton's  brigade)  and   held   possession  of  all  the  ground  from 
the  cOrn-field  on  your  right,  down  to  the  Antietam  bridge  road,  in 
cluding  the  eastern  suburbs  of  the   town  of  Sharpsburg.      All  the 
troops  defending  it  having  been  driven  back,  and  retired  to  the  rear  or 
through  the  town.   Blinder  this  state  of  facts,  I  had  instantly  to  deter 
mine  eitherHo  retreat  or  fight.     A  retreat  would  have  left  the  town  of 
Sharpsburg  and  General  Longstreet's  rear  open  to  the  enemy,  and 
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was  inadmissible.  I,  therefore,  with  less  than  one- fifth  of  the  enemy's 
numbers,  determined  to  give  him  battle,  and  immediately  and  rapidly 
formed  my  line  of  battle  in  the  road,  within  one  hundred  paces  of  the 
enemy's  lines.  While  forming  in  the  road,  .Captain  Troupe,  my  aid, 
on  my  extreme  left,  rallied  a  portion  of  General  Kemper's  brigade 
who  were  retiring  fjom^he,  field,  attached  it  to  my  line  of  battle,  and 
led  them  into  action  with  conspicuous  gallantry  and  skill. 

As  soon  as  possible,  I  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy's  columns,  who 
immediately  acfvanced  in  good  order  upon  me,  until  he  approached 
within  bixty  or  eighty  paces,  when  the  effectiveness  of  the  fire 'threw 
his  columns  in  considerable  disorder,  upon  perceiving  which  I  im 
mediately  ordered  a  charge,  which  being  brilliantly  and  energetically 
executed  by  my  whole  line,  the  enemy  broke  in  confusion  and  fled. 
Macintosh's  battery  was  recaptured,  and  our  position  retaken,  within 
iess  than  thirty  minutes  after  the  commencement  of  this  attack  upon 
him.  The  enemy  fled  in  confusion  towards  the  river  .and  bridge, 
making  two  or  three  efforts  to  rally,  which  were  soon  defeated  by  the 
vigorous  charges  of  our  troops,  aided  by  Captain  Richardson's  battery, 
which  I  ordered  up  immediately  upon  the  recovery  of  the  heights,  and 
which,  with  its  accustomed  promptness  and  courage,  was  rapidly 
placed  in  position  and  action.  The  enemy,  to  cover  his  retreating 
•columns,  brought  over  the  bridge  a  battery,  and  placed  it  in  position. 
I  ordered  Richardson's  battery  to  open  upon  it,  and  at  the  same  time 
ordered  the  fifteenth  and  twentieth  Georgia  forward,  who  pursued  the 
enemy  so  close  to  his  guns  as  to  bring  them  within  range  of  musketry,, 
which  compelled  his  battery,  after  a  few  shots,  to  join  his  flying 
infantry,  and  retreat  across  the  bridge.  I  desired  to  pursue  the 
enemy  across  the  river,  but  being  deficient  in  artillery  to  meet  his 
heavy  batteries  on  the  other  side,  I  sent  my  aid,  Captain  Troup,  to 
General  Lee,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  myself,  who  ordered  Cap 
tain  Squiers  to  report  to  me  immediately,  which  he  was  unable  to  do, 
'(from  not  receiving  the  order  in  time,)  until  nearly  night,  when  it 
was  too  late  to  risk  the  movement.  Therefore,  I  ordered  him  to  .hold 
himself  in  readiness  for  the  movement  in  the  morning,  if  the  action 
should  be  renewed.  I  then  determined  to  move  my  troops  upon  and 
occupy  the  position  held  by  me  on  the  river  at  the  beginning  of  the 
action ;  but  before  the  execution  of  this  purpose,  I  received  your  order 
to  change  my  position,  and  to  occupy  the  heights  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  road  leading  to  the  bridge  from  Sharpsburg,  on  the  left  of  your 
command,  which  order  was  immediately  executed,  and  the  troops 
bivouacked  for  the  night. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  our  loss  in  this  last  atta-ck  was  unex 
pectedly  small.  Such  was  the  heroic  vigor  and  rapidity  of  the  assault 
upon  the  enemy  he  was  panic  stricken,  and  hte  fire  was  wiid  and 
comparatively  harmless.  Having  been  compelled  to  leave  my  com 
mand  before  official  returns  could  be  brought  in,  I  am  unable  to  state 
it  accurately.  Colonel  Benning  has  doubtless,  before  this  time, 
furnished  you  with  them.  Among  the  casualties  of  the  day  I  had  to 
deplore  the  loss  of  two  commanders  of  regiments.  Colonel  Milligan, 
ef  the  fifteenth  Georgia,  who  greatly  distinguished  himself  both  at 
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Manassas  and  in  this  action  for  personal  gallantry  and  efficiency  as  a 
soldier  and  field  officer,  fell  while  gallantly  leading  his  regiment  in 
the  final  charge,  (and  nearly  its  close,)  which  swept  the  enemy  from 
this  part  of  the  field  of  battle.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Holmes,  who  com 
manded  the  second  Georgia  volunteers,  fell  near  the  close  of  his 
heroic  defence  of  the  passage  of  the  Antietjm  ;  and  it  is  due  to  him 
to  say  that,  in  my  judgment,  he  has  not  left  in  the  armies  of  the  Re 
public  a  truer  or»  braver  soldier,  and  I  have  never  known  a  cooler, 
more  efficient;  or  more  skillful  field  officer.  The  "conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  generally,  under  my  command  in  the  battle  of 
Sharpsburg,  was  so  strongly  marked  with  the  noble  virtues  of  the 
patriot  soldier,  that  a  narration  of  this  day's  deeds  performed  by  them, 
however  simple  and  unadorned,  if  truthful,  would  seem  like  the  lan 
guage  of  extravagant  and  unmerited  eulogy.  The  reports  of  the 
regimental  commanders  will  bring  to  your  attention  the  meritorious 
conduct  of  officers  and  men,  which  it  might  not  have  been  my  good  for 
tune  to  witness;  and  as  I  have  not  the  benefit  of  their  reports  before  me, 
I  shall  have  to  content  myself  with  bringing  to  your  attention  the  most 
conspicuous  cases  of  individual  merit  which  fell  under  my  personal 
observation.  Every  opportunity  for  conspicuous  gallantry  and  valua 
ble  services  which  presented  itself  seemed  to  be  eagerly  embraced  by 
those  whose  good  fortune  it  was  to  fall  in  with  it.  Colonel  Benning 
stood  by  .his  brigade  on  the  Antietam,  guiding,  directing  and  anima 
ting  his  officers  and  men,  with  distinguished  cool-ness,  courage  and 
skill;  withdrew  them  from  that  perilous  condition  ;  again  led  them, 
with  equal  skill  and  courage,  in  the  final  conflict  with  the  enemy. 
He  deserfes  the  special  consideration  of  the  Government.  Colonel 
Gumming,  with  marked  gallantry  and  skill,  led  his  regiment  through 
out  the  day,  and  after  the  long  and  bloody  conflict  at- the  bridge, 
brought  up  one  of  its  fragments  to  the  last  charge,  and  was  among 
the  foremost  in  it.  Major  Harris,  of  the  second,  after  the  fall  of 
Colonel  Hclmes,  though  suffering  from  a  painful  wound,  stood  firmly* 
and  gallantly  by  his  command  during  the  whole  day.  Colonel  Ben- 
ning  being  in  command  of  the  brigade,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Hodges  and  Major  Pickett  both  being  absent  from  severe  wounds 
received  by  them  in  former  battles,  Captain  McGregor  led  the  seven 
teenth  regiment  with  ability,  courage  and  skill.  Major  Little  led  his 
battalion  of  the  eleventh  Georgia  with  a  dashing  courage  and  success 
which  won  the  admiration  of  his  comrades.  The  officers  and  men  of 
his  battalion  deserve  especial  mention  for  their  gallantry  and  good 
conduct.  Captain  Richardson  and  his  officers  and  men,  of  the  com 
pany  of  the  Washington  Artillery  attached  to  my  own  brigade,  were 
conspicuous  throughout  the  day  for  courage  and  good  conduct. 
Captain  Richardson-  clung  to  the  infantry  amid  every  danger,  and, 
"being  nobly  seconded  on  every  occasion  by  his  officers  and  men, 
largely  contributed  to  every  success.  During  the  whole  connection 
of  this  battery  with  my  command,  its  officers  and  men  have  so  con 
ducted  themselves  everywhere — on  the  march,  in  the  camp  and  on  the 
.  battle-field — as  to  meet  and  receive  my  special  approbation.  The 
duties  of  my  staff,  from  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  operations  of  my 
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-command,  and  its  distance  from  tho  main  body,  were  peculiarly  ardu 
ous  and  dangerous;  .and  I  am  much  indebted  t)  them  for  their  extra 
ordinary  efforts  on  that  occasion.  Every  difficulty  was  met  by 
increased  energy  and  exertion,  and  every  increased  danger  with  a 
higher  courage  and  devotion  to  duty.  During  the  combat  oa  tho 
river,  they  were  all  constantly  engaged  in  arduous  and  dangerous 
duties.  In  the  final  conflict,  Captain  Troup  was  on  the  left  of  my 
line,  Captain  DuBose  on  my  right,  Cadet  Lamar  accompanied  me 
personally,  and  Captain  Hill,  of  the  first  Georgia  regulars,  (assigned 
to  me  for  special  duty,)  and  Lieutenant  Grant,  were  actively  executing 
my  orders  in  carrying  orders  and  bringing  up  troops.  It  happened 
to  my  aid,  Captain  J.  R.  Troup,  on  three  occasions  during  the  day, 
while  in  the  performance  of  his  ordinary  duties,  to  pass  troops  which 
had  broken  and  left  their  positions,  on  all  of  which  occasions  he  ral 
lied  them  with  great  skill  and  energy,  succeeded  on  one  occasion  ia 
leading  them  back  into  position,  and  on  another  inspired  them  with 
his  own  courage  and  enthusiasm,  and  led  them  successfully  in  the 
charge  on  the  enemy's  columns.  Captain  Troup's  conduct  through 
out  the  day  was  conspicuous  for  ability  and  courage,  and  is  entitled 
to  marked  and  special  approbation.  The  conduct  of  one  of  my 
couriers,  Mr.  Thomas  Paschal,  of  Cobb's  legion,  deserves  special 
mention  for  his  courage  and  fidelity  to  duty,  under  circumstances  of 
peculiar  difficulties  and  danger. 

.     I  am?  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  TOOMBS. 


EEPORT  OF  BRIOADIER  GENERAL  GARNETT  OF  BAT 
TLE  OF  BOONSBORO', 

+  CAMP    NEAR    CuLPEPER    CoURT-HouSE,  ) 

November  6th,  1862.          $ 
Major  A.  COWARD, 

A.  A.  G.  to  Brigadier  General  D.  f?.  Jones : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  Pjckett's  brigade,  of  General  D.  R.  Jones'  division,  which 
I  commanded,  in  the  battle  of  Boonsboro : 

This  command,  consisting  of  the  eighth,  eighteenth,  nineteenth, 
twenty-eighth  and  fifty-sixth  regiments  of  Virginia  volunteers,  com 
manded  respectively  by  Colonel  Hunton,  Major  Cabell,  Col.  Strange, 
Captain  Wingfield  and  Colonel  Stuart,  left  the  neighborhood  of  Ha- 
gerstowr>,  Maryland,  on  the  morning  of  the  1 4th  September  last,  and 
rsached,  Boonsboro',  on  the  Hagerstown  and  Frederick  turnpike,  in 
the  afternoon,  after  a  hot,  dusty  and  fatiguing  march  of  some  eighteen 
miles. 

A  short  distance  beyond  the  village,  Keeper's,  Pickctt's  and  Jen- 
lihis'  brigades  (the  latter  commanded  by  Colonel   Walker,)  in  the  or 
der  named,  were  moved   in  a  southerly   direction,  on  a  road  running 
perpendicular    to    the    pike.     Having   proceeded    over  a  mile,  these 
troops  were  directed  on  another  route,  parallel  to  the1  turnpike  leading 
towards  a  gap  in  the  South  Mountain,  farther  south  than  that  through 
'which   the   HagerstoAvn   and    Frederick  road  run.     After  marching 
nearly  half  a  mile,  Kemper  filed  to  the  left  and  again  moved  in  th& 
direction  of  the  pike.     At  this   time  I  received  an  order,  by  Major 
Mayo,  of  General  Jones'  staff,  to   bring  my  troops  to  an  about-face, 
and  to  return  the  way  I  came,  until  I   reached   a   path  which  I  must 
take.     He  was  unable  to  give  me  any  information  respecting  the  path 
in  question,  but  said  he  would  go  forward  and  try  to  obtain  some.     I 
did  not,  however,  see  him  again.     I  followed  Jenkins'  brigade,  which 
was  now  in  front,  some  distance,  but  hearing  musketry  open  on  the 
mountain,  I  took  what  I.  supposed   to   be  a  near  cut  in  the  direction 
where   I   presumed   I  was  wanted.     This   took   me   over  rough   and 
ploughed  ground  up  tlfe  mountain  side  ;  I  at  length  found  an  old  aftd 
broken  road  along  which  General  Kemper  must  have  moved.     Here 
I  met  Captain  Hugh  Rose,  of  General  Jones'  staff,  who  had  orders 
for  me  to  return  to  the  turnpike.     When  I  got  back  to  this  road,  my 
troops  were  almost  exhausted ;  I  consequently  lost  the  services  of  a 
number  of  men  by  straggling.     After  a  short  rest  I  proceeded  up  the 
mountain,  and  having  gained  the  summit  on  the  main  road,  i  was  sent 
by  a  narrow  lane,  bearing  to  the  left,  to  a  higher  position.     A  portion 
of  this  route  was  commanded  by  several  pieces  of  the  enemy's  artil 
lery,  which  opened  upon  my  column,  marching  by  the  flank,  as  sooa 
as  it  came  in  sight,  which  they  were  'enabled  to  do  with  considerable 
accuracy,  as  they  had  previously   been   practising   on   other  troops 
which  had  preceded   mine.     Several   casualties   occurred  from   this 
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cause  whilst  I  was  approacliing  and  forming  my  line  of  battle,  which 
I  did  by  filing  my  command  to  the  right  through  an  open  field.     My 
right  rested  in  a  thick  woods,  which  descended  quite  abruptly  in  front, 
and  my  left  in  a  field  of  standing  corn.     As  soon  as  my  troops  were 
formed,  I  sent  forward  a  line  of  skirmishers  to  ascertain  the  position 
of  the  enemy.     When  these  'dispositions  had  been  completed,  which 
was  only  a  short  time  before  sunset,  I  received  an  order  from  Gene 
ral  Jones  to  detach  my  left  regiment  to  Kemper's  right,  (he  being  on 
my  left,)  and  to  withdraw  the  rest  of  the  brigade  to  a  wooded  ridge  a 
.   iittle  to  the  left  and  rear.     The   first  part  of  this  ofder  had  scarcely 
been  executed,  when  the  Federal  skirmishers  made  their  appearance, 
;  immediately  followed  by  their  main   body,  so  that  the  action  at  onco 
became  general.     The  brigade  sustained,  for  some  time,  a  fierce  at 
tack  of,  doubtless,  many  times  their  numbers.     It  has   beer-  subse 
quently  ascertained  that  General  McClelland  army,  consisting  of  at 
least  eighty  thousand  men,   assailed  pur  position,  only  defended  by 
General  D.   H.   Hill's  division,   and  a  part  of  General  Longstreet's 
corps.     The  left  was  the  first  to  fiall  back,  and  finally  the  right  was 
forced  to  retreat,  being  without  support.     Many  renewed  the  contest 
\   a  little  further  to  the  rear,  and  stoutly   disputed  the  approach  of  the 
;  enemy  ;   but  it  had  now  become   so  dark   it  wits  impossible  to  listin- 
;   guish  objects,  except  at  a  short  distance.     About  this  time.,  two  regi- 
i  ments  of  Jenkins'  brigade  came  up,  and  the  probable  position  of  tho 
I  enemy  being. pointed  out,  they  advanced  to  the  attack  with  great  gal- 
i;   lantry.     Just  as  these  troops  moved  forward,  I  was  ordered  to  bring 
i   off  my  brigade,  which  I  did.     It  is  due  to  the  brigade  to  say,  that  it 
went  into  the  battle  of  Boonsboro'  under  many  serious  disadvantages. 
It  had  marched  (a  portion   of  the   time   rapidly)  between  twenty-two 
and  twenty-three  miles,  before  it  went  into  action  ;  much  oppressed 
by  heat  and  dust,  reached  its  position  a  short  time  before  sunset,  un- 
-   der  a  disheartening  fire  of  artillery,  and  was  attacked  by  a  much  su 
perior  force  as  soon  as  it  was  formed  in  line  of  battle..    That  it  bravely 
discharged  its   duty,  is   fully   attested  by  the  number   of  casualties 
which  occurred  during  the  engagement.     I  had  been  placed  in  com 
mand  of  the  brigade  only  a  few  days  before  the, battle  of  Boonsboro', 
and  therefore  was  personally  acquainted  with  only  a  few  of  the  offi 
cers,  save  the  regimental   commanders,  I   cannot,  therefore,  mention 
names,  but  can  only  say,  I  saw  several  in  connection  with  them,  both 
by    word    and   example,    encouraging    and    cheering  on    their    men 
in  the  hottest    of  the   fight.     For  further;  information  on  this  sub 
ject  you  are  referred  to  the  sub-reports  herewith  enclosed. 

Colonel  Stuart,  as  I  formerly  mentioned,  was  detached,  with  his 
regiment,  (the  fifty-sixth  Virginia,)  before  tho  action  commenced  ; 
his  accompanying  official  report  will  show  the  part  taken  by  Jiis  com 
mand.  Lieutenant  Mclntyre,  eighth  Virginia  volunteers,  A.  A.  A. 
G.  ;  Lieutenant  Elliott  Johnston  and  Lieutenant  A.  C.  Sorrell,  first 
Georgia  regulars,  acting  A.  D.  C.,  composed  my  staff.  It  is  with 
much  pleasure  that  I  acknowledge  the  zeal,  Intelligence  and  bravery 
with  which  they  discharged  their  duties  pending  the  battle.* 

We  have  to  mourn,  in  this  action,  many  of  our  companions  as 
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killed  and  wounded,  who  go  to  swell  the  list  of  noble  martyrs,  who 
have  suffered  in  our  just  cause*.  It  was  my  lot  to  be  acquainted  jvith 
but  one  of  the  officers  who  fell  on  this  occasion,  Colonel  John  B. 
Strange,  nineteenth  Virginia  volunteers.  His  tried  valor  on  other 
fields,  ttnd  heroic  conduct  in  animating  his  men  to  advance  upon  the 
enemy  with  his  latest  breath,  and  after  he  had  fallen,  mortally  wounded, 
will  secure  imperishable  honor  for  his  name  and  memory. 

I  herewith  furnish  a  list  of  the  killed  a*hd  wounded,  and  have  the 
honor  to  state  that,  the  delay  and  imperfection  of  my  report  with  re 
gard  to  details  have  been  occasioned  by  my  being  relieved  from  the 
commands  of  Pickett's  brigade  before  the  reports  of  regimental  com 
manders  could  be  made  out,  and,  although  I  applied  for  them  some  weeks 
since,  I  received  several  of  them  only  yesterday. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  GARNETT, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


REPORT  OF   BRIGADIER  GENERAL    GARNETT  OF    BAT 
TLE  OF  SHARPSBURG.    . 

CAMP  NEAR  CULPEPER  COURT  HOUSE,  VA., 
Nwember  7,  1862. 

Major  A.  COWARD, 

A.  A.  G.  to  Brigadier  General  D.  R.  Jones  : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the 
)attle  of  Sharpsburg  as  far  as  participated  in  by  my  command,  Pick- 
tt's  brigade  : 

Earlj  in  the  forenoon  of  the  17th  September,  1862,  these  troop?, 
composed  of  the  eighth,   eighteenth,  nineteenth,  twenty-eighth  and 
fifty-sixth  Virginia  vokinteers,  commanded  by  Colonel  Hunton,  Major 
)abell,  Lieutenant   Wm.  N.    Wood,  Captain  Wingfield  and    Captain 
:Phail,  were  ordered  to  the  southeastern  side  of  the  village  to  sup 
port  several  batteries  of  the  Washington   artillery,   commanding  the 
asterly  and  southerly  approaches  to.  the  town.     As  far  as  practicable, 
he  command  was  sheltered  in  a  hollow   in  the   rear  of  the   artillery. 
Tor  some  four  or  five  hours  it  was   subjected  to  an   almost   uninter- 
upted  fire  of  solid  shot,  shell  and  spherical  case,  by  which  a  number 
>f  men  were  killed  and  "wounded,  which  casualties  were  borne   by  the 
roops  with  remarkable  firmness  and  steadiness.     I  was  subsequently 
>rdered  forward,   on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  to  dislodge  the  enemy's 
kirmishers,  who  began  to  annoy  our  artillery  to  the  eastward.     Here 
we  were    more   exposed  'to  the    Federal  artillery  than  in  our  former 
»osition,  and  suffered    considerably.      At   length,    for  some    cause 
unknown  to  me,  a  large  portion  of  the  pieces  were  withdrawn,  and  I 
moved  my  command  further  back  to  a  more  secure  place.       Having 
>een    here  a    short  time,  I  was  informed    that  a   portion  of  Colonel 
Stephen  D.  Lee's  battalion  had  taken  the  place  of  the  Washington 
artillery,  and  wished  some- skirmishers  to  protect  his  pieces  from  the 
harpshooters  of  the  enemy.       I  sent  forward  the  fifty-sixth  regiment, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  McPhail,  for  this  purpose.     Not  long 
after  I  learned  that  tjie  enemy  had  crossed  the  Antietam,  a  stream 
n  our  front,  in  very  large  force,  and  was   moving   toward  the  point 
iccupied  by  the  artillery.     I  again  moved  forward  my  force  and  took 
op  a  position  in  front  of  two  pieces  of  Colonel   Lee's  battalion  in  a 
corn-field,  with  space  enough  between  the  wings  for  them  to  be  used 
with  effect.     The  fifty-sixth  regiment,  which  was  in  front,  was  recalled 
and  rejoined  the  left  wing  of  the  main  body.       Soon  a   large  number 
of  the  enemy's   skirmishers  were  seen  to   our  left,  as  if  to  flank  us ; 
there  were  none  of  our  forces  in  sight  in  that  direction.     A  brisk  fire 
from  the  left  checked  and  finally  caused  them  to  retire.     Now  a  large 
force  made  its  appearance,  marching  to  the  front,  having  debouched 
from  the  wooods  on  the  banks  of  the   Antietam,  which  had  partially 
concealed  them,  at  the  same  time  heavy  bodies  were  observed  moving 
to  attack  our  troops  on  the  right,  composed  of  Dray  ton's  and  a  por- 
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non  of  Kemper's  brigade ;  1  moved  my  command  some  distance  to  the 
front  in  the  standing  corn,  (as  many  of  my  guns  were  short  range,) 
in  order  that  they  could  produce  more  effect,  and  opened  fire.  At 
this  time  I  do  not  think  my  effective  force  could  have  exceeded  two 
hundred  men,  yet  these,  with  two  rifled  pieces,  most  gallantly  and 
skillfully  served,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Moody,  and  superin 
tended  by  Colonel  Lee,  checked  and  held  at  bay  a  force  of  the  enemy 
many  times  our  number.  When  this  unequal  contest  had  lasted  over 
an  hour,  I  discovered  that  the  Federals  Tiad  turned  our  extreme  right, 
which  began  to  give  way  ;  and  a  number  of  the  Yankee  flags  appeared 
on  the  hill  in  rear  of  the  town  and  not  far  from  our  only  avenue  of 
escape.  I  ordered  the  brigade  to  fall  back,  deeming  it  in  imminent 
danger  of  being  surrounded  and  captured,  as  it  would  have  been  im 
possible  for  it  to  have  held  its  position  without  the  support  of  the 
troops  on  the  right.  There  being  some  delay  in  withdrawing  Moo^.y's 
section  of  artillery,  I  tuke  pleasure  in  saying  I  saw  Major  Cabell  halt 
and  face  his  men  abput  to  await  its  removal,  as  mentioned  in  his  offi 
cial  report.  The  main  street  of  the  town  was  commanded  by  the 
Federal  artillery,  my  troops  passed,  therefore,  for  the  most  part,  to 
the  north  of  the  town,  along  tho- cross  streets.  In  this  direction  I 
found  troops  scattered  in  squads  from  various  parts  of  the  army,  so 
•*hat  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  men  of  the  different  commands. 
Having  reached  the  rear  of  the  town,  and  learning  that  General  Toombs 
had  reinforced  our  right  just  after  it  was  driven  back,  and  restored 
the  fortunes  of  the  day  in  thai  quarter,  I  gathered  as  many  men  as  I 
could  get  to  follow  me  from  among  the  dispersed  forces,  (which  did 
not  amount  to  a  large  number,  as  many  said  they  were  looking  foe 
proper  commands,)  and,  accompanied  by  Captain  William  Berkley,  of 
'he  eighth  Virginia  regiment,  and  Lieutenants  Mclntire  and  Sorrel, 
of  my  staff,  I  joined  General  Dray  ton's  command  south  of  the.vil- 
iage.  I  found,  on  my  arrival,  that  the  enemy  had  been  successfully 
repulsed,  only  a  few  skirmishers  remaining  in  sight,  which  were  being 
driven  back  by  our  troops  of  the  same  description. 

The  conduct  of  the  brigade  during  thi§  most  trying  day,  under 
destructive  fires  from  artillery  and  musketry,  is  deserving  of  the' 
highest  commendation,  officers  and  men  generally  acting  with  the 
utmost  bravery  ond  coolness.  The  names  of  those  particularly  men 
tioned  by  regimental  commanders  will  be  found  in  their  reports,  here 
with  furnished. 

My  staff,  Lieutenants  Mclntyre,  Johnston  (who  was  wounded  in 
the  foot,  shortly  after  the  infantry  engagement  commenced,  and,  in 
-consoqaence  of  which,  he  lose  his  leg)  and  Sorrel,  are  entitled  to 
my  thanks  for  meritorious  and  gallant  services  during  the  day. 

I  feel  it  a  duty,  and  grateful  to  my  feelings,  again  to  recur  to  the 
part  taken  by  Captain  Moody's  section  of  artillery.  It  is  partly  due 
"o  the  brave  and  energetic  manner  with  which  it  was  handled  that 
*he  infantry  were  enabled  to  hold  their  position,  and  it  is,  therefore, 
entitled  to  a  full  share  of  the  credit  for  whatever  success  attended  our 
efforts  on  that  part  of  the  field.  Colonel  Lee,  at  times  during  the 
notion,  personally  assisted  at  his  pieces.  His  bravery  and  intrepidity 
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,t  the  battle  of  Sharpsburg  should  add  fresh  fame  to  the  high  reputa- 
ion  he  has  already  won. 

Jri  this  battle,  as  in  former  ones,  we  are  called  on  to  deplore  the 
oss  of  many  brave  spirits,  who  have  sealed  their  devotion  to  the 
Southern  cause  with  their  life's  blood. 

May  their  memories  ever  be  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  their  coun- 
;rymen !  • 

.This  report  has  been  delayed  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  my  report 
)f  the  battle  of  Boonsboro'.  A- list  of  killed,  wounded,  &c.,  is  here 
with  furnished  as  far  as  could  be  obtained. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  GARNETT, 
Brigadier  Gvieral  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  RIPLEY. 

HEADQUARTERS  RIPLEY'S  BRIGADE, 

Camp  on  Opcquon  Crerk,  September  21,  1862. 

• 

Mnjor  ARHCER  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

MAJOR:  On  the  evening  of  September  13th,  I  received  orders  fron 
Major  General  D.  H.  Hill  to  march  with  my  brigade  and  take  a  posi 
tion,  with  it  and  a  battery  of  artillery,  on  the  eminence  immediately 
on  the  northeast  of  Boonsboro',  and  to  send  a  regiment,  at  dayligh1 
on  the  following  morning,  to  occupy  the  Hamburg  pass.  This  was 
accomplished,  and  on  the  following  moming/at  an  early  hour,  Colonel 
Doles,  with  the  fourth  Georgia  regiment,  was  in  position  at  the  pass 
At  about  nine  o'clock,  I  received  orders  to  send  forward  my  artillery 
and,  soon  after,  to  move  with  the  whole  force  to  the  main  pass  east  ol 
Boonsboro'.  Upon  arriving,  I  was  ordered  to  follow  the  road  leading 
to  Braddock's  Gap  and  place  myself  in  communication  with  Brigndiei 
General*  Anderson,  who  had  preceded  me  in  that  direction.  Upor 
coming  up  *and  communicating  with  that  officer,  it  was  arranged  tha 
he  should  extend  along  the  Braddock  road  and  make  room  for  th 
troops  of  my  command,  and  that  an  attack  should'  be  made  upon  th< 
?nemy,  then  occupying  the  heights  to  the  south.  While  taking  posi 
tion  General  Hill  arrived,  and,  with  him,  Brigadier  General  Dray 
ton's  command.  General  Hill  directed  General  Anderson's  and  mj 
command  to  extend  still  further  on  this  road,  making  room  for  Genera 
Drayton's  troops,  and  that  the  attack  should  be  made  as  soon  as  a! 
were  in  position. 

General  Anderson's  and  my  own  brigade  got  into  position  on  th< 
road,  and  General  Drayton's  command  was  rapidly  forming,  when  th< 
action  commenced  by  the  enemy  attacking  him  in  force.  This  he  sus 
tained  for  some  time,  General  Anderson's  and  iuy  own  brigades  push 
ing  forward  through  dense  thickets  and  up  very  steep  acclivities  t( 
outflank  the  enemy  and  come  in  to  General  Drayton's  supple,.  .The 
natural  difficulties  of  the  ground  and  the  condition  of  the  iroops  pre 
vented  these  movements  from  being  made -with  the  rapidity  which  wag 
desirable,  and  the  enemy  forced  his  ^vay  to  the.  Braddock  road  ;.eM.veen 
Geneial  Drayton's  force  and  iny  own,  and.  sent  a  column  of  troops 
down  the  roil  as  if  to  cut  off  the  troops  forming  our  right.  In  this 
objectfhe  was  thwarted  by  two  pieces  of  artillery  belonging  to  Colone 
ftosser's  cavalry,  which  was  speedily  placed  in  position  a  short  dis 
tance  in  our  rear,  on  the  Braddock  road.  A  few  well  'directed  sho 
and  shell  drove  the  enemy  up  the  hill,  leaving  the  road  in  our  pos 
session.  Meantime,  General  Anderson  had  extended  to  the  right  ant 
came  up  with  the  enemy,  with  whom  he  had  a  short  engagement.  My 
own  brigade  had  pressed  up  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  crest  o; 
the  heights  and  held  its  position,  under  a  noisy  but  comparatively 
harmless  fire ;  but,  Anderson's  brigade  having  extended  far  to  the 
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right,  it  was,  for  the  time,  unsupported  by  any  other  troop?  Soon 
after,  Brigadier  General  Hood's  command  came  from  the  main  p  •••<?£  and, 
forming  upon  my  left,  the  troops  pressed  up  the  road,  driving  the  ene 
my  before  them,  until  they  occupied  their  first  position,  and  darkness 
put  an  end  to  the  operations.  I  found,  soon  afterwards,  that  General 
Anderson's  command  had  been  withdrawn,  at  night-fall,  from  the 
heights  to  the  Braddock  road.  Orders  were  received  from  Major  Gene 
ral  Longstreet  to  renew  the  attack  as  early  as  practicable,  and  ?rr«nge- 
inents  were  in  progress  when  further  orders  were  received  to  move  back 
to  the  main  road  and  follow  the  army.  The  movement  was  ma<^  Tvith- 
cut  confusion,  and,  upon  coming  on  the  road  near  Boonsbo>'0?,  the 
route  was  taken  following  the  main  army  to  Sharpsburg. 

Upon  arriving  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Antietam  river,  on  th?  15th, 
under  orders  from  Major  General  Longstreet,  during  the  temporary 
ubsence  of  the  division  commander,  I  posted  my  own,  Anderson's  and 
McRae's  brigades  on  the  heights  overlooking  the  river,  with  the  right 
resting  on  the  road  from  Boonsboro'  to  Sharpsburg,  facing  the  river. 
The  troops  bivouacked  during  the  remainder  of  the  15th  and  the  16th 
in  this  position.' 

On  the  morning  of  tJie  16th,  the  enemy  made  his  appearance  in 
force  in  our  front,  and,  from  about  nine  o'clock  until  nightfall,  we 
7»ere  subjected  to  annoying  artillery  fire.  During  the  evening  \  re* 
ceived  orders  to  move  my  brigade  to  the  left  of  our  division,  rad  take 
tip  a  position  to  cover  a  road  leading  from  our  left  to  trie  turnpike 
leading  from  Sharpsburg  to  Hagerstown,  and  in  support  of  certain 
batteries  of  artillery  in^our  vicinity.  The  troops. rested  on  their  arms 
during  the  night  of  the*  16th. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  the  skirmisheis  of  Colonel 
talker's  brigade,  of  Jackson's  corps,  immediately  on  my  left  became 
engaged,  and  the  enemy,  from  his  batteries  on  the  eastern  brink  of 
the  Antietam,  opened  a  severe  enfilading  fire  on  the  troops  of  my 
command,  the  position  which*we  had  been  ordered  to  occupy  being  in 
fall  view  of  nearly  all  of  his  batteries.  This  fire  inflicted  severe  loss 
before  the  troops  were  called  into  positive  action,  the  men  layirg  under 
it  without  flinching  for  over  an  hour,  while  the  enemy  plied  !??>  gjjns 
unceasingly.  During  this  while  a  set  of  farm  buildings  in  onr  front 
were  set  on  fire  to  prevent  their  being  made  use  of  by  the  ene-iy.  At 
about  eight  o'clock,  I  received  orders  to  clese  in  to  my  left  and  ad 
vance.  The  troops  sprung  to  their  arms  with  alacrity  and  moved 
forward  through  the  burning  buildings  in  our  front,  reformed  on  the 
further  side,  and  opened  a  rapid  fire  upon  the  enemy.  While  (ir>^;iged 
in  reforming  the  brigade  I  received 'a  shot  in  the  neck,  which  disabled 
me,  and  the  troops  moved  forward  under  command  of  Colonel  Doles, 
of  the  fourth  Georgia  regiment.  After  an  absence  of  an  ho?ir  and  a 
half,  1  returned  to  the  field,  with  such  force  as  I  could  collet  from 
detachments,  and  found  my  brigade  relieved  and  in  positior  to  the 
west  of  Sharpsburg.  I  remained  with  it  until  the  afternoon t  when, 
finding  myself  taint  and  exhausted.  I  relinquished  the  comiiuni  to 
Colonel  Doles,  .to  whose  report  I  must  refer  for  the  operation-  of  the 
brigade  while  under  his  command. 
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I  noticed  the  gallant  and  efficient  conduct  of  officers  and 
which,  in  many  instances,  was  admirable,  especially  in  consideration 
of  the  hardships  to  which  they  had  been  subjected,  many  having  been 
without  food  for  twenty-four  and  some  for  forty-eight  hours. 

The  commanding  officers  of  regiments,  Colonel  Doles,  of  the  fourth 
Georgia;  Colonel  DeRosset,  of  the  third  North  Carolina,  (severely 
wounded  ;)  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brown,  of  the.  first  North  Carolina, 
and  Captain  Key,  of  the  forty-fourth  Georgia,  all  led  their  troops 
gallantly.  They  were  ably  seconded  by  fheir  respective  field  officer?, 
and  I  concur  in  the  remarks  of  the  legimental  commanders  concern 
ing  their  various  officers.  « 

Captain  B.  H.  Read  and  Lieutenant  H.  II.  Rogers,  acting  on  my 
staff,  rendered,  throughout  the  operations,  valuable  a,nd  efficient  ser 
vice.  Captain  Read  remained  on  the  field  after  I  had  been  disabled. 
Lieutenant  Rogers  was  severely  wounded  while  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties. 

The  return  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing  will  be  forwarded  with 
the  report  of  Colonel  Doles,  upon  whom  the  command  of  the  brigade 
will  devolve  during  my  absence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obd't  serv't, 

R.  S.  RIPLEY, 
'  Brigadier  General  commanding. 


REPORT    OF    COLONEL    COLQUITT,  COMMANDING    BRI 
GADE,  OF  BATTLE  OF  SOUTH  MOUNTAIN. 


K  HEADQUARTERS,      > 
Near  Bunker  Hill,    Va.9  October   13,   1862.  5 

Major  J.   W.   RATCI-IPORD,  A.   A.    G.  : 

SIR  :  Herewith,  I  submit  a  report  of  the  action  of  my  brigade  in 
the  battle  of  South  Mountain,  September  1  Hh.  On  the  night  of  Sep 
tember  12th  I  left  the  camp  of  the  division,  with  the  brigade  and 
Captain  Lane's  battery,  with  instructions  to  occupy  the  commanding 
points  at  Boonville,  four  miles  to  the  rear.  The  march,  and  the  una 
voidable  delay  in  selecting  positions  in  the  dark,  consumed  most  of 
the  night.  Early  the  next  morning  General  Hill  arrived.  While 
engaged  in  making  a  reconnoissance,  he  received  information  that 
General  Stuart,  commanding  the  cavalry  in  rear,  stood  in  need  of 
support.  I  was  ordered  to  move  at  once,  with  my  brigade  and  the 
battery  of  artillery.  Proceeding  along  the  turnpike  two  and-a-half 
or  three  miles,  I  reached  the  summit  of  South  Mountain,  and  dis 
covered  the  enemy's  cavalry  advancing  and  ours  gradually  giving 
back.  I  reported  my  arrival  to  General  Stuart,  and  consulted  with 
him  as  to  the  best  disposition  of  the  forces.  Two  pieces  of  artillery 
were  ordered  to  the  front,  to  a  position  commanding  the  turnpike 
leading  down  the  varlley.  The  -continued  advance  of  the  enemy  ren 
dered  the  execution  of  the  order  impracticable.  They  were  thrown 
rapidly  into  position  at  the  most  available  points,  and  the  infantry 
disposed  upon  the  right  and  left  of  the  road.  The  enemy  made  no 
further  efforts  to  advance,  and,  at  dark,  withdrew  from  my  immediate 
front.  To  the  right  and  left  of  the  turnpike,  a  mile  distant  on  either 
side,  were  practicable  roads  leading  over  the  mountain,  and  connect 
ing  a  cross-road  along  the  ridge  with  the  turnpike.  Upon  each  of 
these  roads  I  threw  out  strong  infantry  pickets,  the  cavalry  being 
withdrawn,  and  my  main  body  was  retired  to  the  rear  of  the  cross 
road,  leaving  a  line  of  skirmishers  in  front.  Early  next  morning  my 
pickets  were  called  in,  being  relieved  by  other  forces  which  had 
arrived  during  the  night,  and  my  brigade  advanced  to  the  position  it 
occupied  the  day  previous.  Upon  the  right  of  the  road  across  the 
valley,  arid  upon  the  hillside,  three  regiments  were  placed,  with  in 
structions  to  connect  with  General  Garland's  line  on  the  right.  The 
force  was  insufficient  to  reach  that  distance,  and  there  was  a  gap  left 
of  three  or  four  hundred  yards  between  the  two  brigades.  The  re 
maining  regiments  of  my  brigade,  to-wit  :  the  twenty-third  and 
twenty-eighth  Georgia,  were  put  in  position  on  the  left  of  the  turn 
pike,  under  cover  of  a,  stone  fence  and  a  channel  worn  by  water  down 
the  mountain  side.  The  first  attack  of  the  enemy  was  made  upon  the 
extreme  right  of  my  line,  as  with  the  view  to  pass  in  the  opening 
between  Garland's  and  my  command.  This  was  met  and  repulsed  by 
a  small  body  of  skirmishers  and  a  few  companies  of  the  sixth  Georgia. 
At  four  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon,  a  large  force  had^been  concentrated 
"•'""  22 
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in  my  front  and  was  moving  up  the  valley,  along  each  aide  of  the? 
turnpike.  I  informed  General  Hill  of  the  movement,  and  asked  for 
supports.  Being  pressed  at  other  pointvS,  he  had  none  to  give  me 
The  enemy  advanced  slowly,  but  eteadily,  preceded  by  skirmishers 
Upon  the  right  of  the  road,  four  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  mv 
line,  there  was  a  thick  growth  of  woods,  with  fields  opening  in  fronc 
and  around  them.  In  these  I  had  concealed  four  companies  of  skir- 
nnshers,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Arnold.  As  the  enemy 
•advanced,  the  skirmishers  poured  upon  his  flank  a  sudden  and  unex 
pected  fire,  which  caused  the  troops  on  this  part  of  his  line  to  give 
back  in  confusion.  They  were  subsequently  rallied  and  thrown  to 
the  right,  strengthening  the  attack  to  be  made  upon  my  left.  Two 
regiments  here  were  to  meet  at  least  five,  perhaps  ten  times,  their 
numbers.  Nobly  did  they  do  it.  Confident  in  their  superior  num 
bers,  the  enemy's  forces  advanced  to  a  short  distance  of  our  lines, 
when,  raising  a  shout,  they  came  to  a  charge.  As  they  carne  full  into 
view  upon  the  rising  ground,  forty  paces  distant,  they  were  met  by  a 
terrific  volley  of  musketry  from  the  stone  fence  and  hillside.  This 
gave  a  sudden  check  to  their  advance.  They  rallied  under  cover  cf 
the  uneven  ground,  and  the  fight  opened  in  earnest.  They  made  still 
another  effort  to  advance,  but  were  kept  back  by  the  steady  fire  of 
our  men.  The  fight  continued,  with  fury,  until  after  dark.  Not  an 
inch  of  ground  was  yielded;  the  ammunition  of  many  of  the  men 
was  exhausted,  but  they  stood  with  bayonets  fixed. 

I  am  proud  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command,  for  their  noble 
conduct  on  this  day.  Especial  credit  is  due  to  Colonel  Barclay,  of 
the  twenty-third  Georgia,  and  Major  Graybill,  twenty-eighth  Georgia, 
who,  with  their  regiments,  met  and  defeated  the  fiercest  assaults  of 
the  enemy.  My  thanks  are  due  Lieutenants  Jordan  and  Grattan,  of 
ray  staff,  for  their  assistance  this  day. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  II.  COLQU1TT, 
Colonel  commanding  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF    COLONEL    COLQUITT,   COMMANDING    BRI 
GADE,  OF  BATTLE  OF  SHARPSBURG. 

BRIGADE  HEADQUARTERS,      ) 
Near  Bunker  Hill,   Va.t  October  13,   1862.  $ 

Major  RATCHFORD,  A.  A.   G.  : 

SIR  :  I  give  you  below  an  account  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade 
in  the  battle  of  September  17th  : 

About  seven  o'clock,  in  the  morning,  my  brigade  entered  the  fight. 
It  was  moved  to  the  front  and  formed  on  the  right  of  General  Ripley's 
brigade,  which  was  theh  engaged.     After  a  few  rounds  had  been  dis 
charged,  I  ordered  an  advance,  and  at  the  same  time  sent  word  to  the 
regiments  on  my  left  to  advance  simultaneously.     The  order  was  re 
sponded  to  with  spirit  by  my  men,   and,  with    a    shout,   they   moved 
Through  the  corn-field  in  front,  two  hundred  yards  wide,  and  formed 
on  the  line  of  fence.     The  enemy  was  near  and   in   full   view.     In  a 
moment  or  two  his  ranks  began  to  break  before  our  fire,  and  the  line 
eoon  disappeared  under  the  crest  of  the  hill  upon  which  it  had  been 
established.     It  was  soon  replaced   by   another,   and   the   fire  opened; 
with  renewed  vigor.     In  the  meantime,  Garland's  brigade,  which  had' 
Feen  ordered  to  my  right,  had  given   way   and   the   enemy   were  ad 
vancing,  unchecked.     The  regiments  upon  my  left  having   also  failed- 
to  advance,  we  were  exposed  to  a  fire  from  all  sides  and  nearly  sur 
rounded.     I  sent  in  haste  to  the  rear  for  reinforcements,  and  commu 
nicated  to    General  Hill   the   exposed  condition  of  my  men.     With 
steady  supports  upon  the  right,  we  could  yet  maintain   our  position. 
The  supports  were  not  at  hand,  and  could  not  reach  us  in  time.     The 
enemy  closed  in  upon  the  right  so  near  that  our  ranks   were  scarcely 
distinguishable.     At  the  same  time,  his  line  in  front   advanced.     My 
men  stood  firm  until  every  field  officer  but  one  had   fallen,  and  then 
made  the  best  of  their  way  out.     In  this  sharp  and  unequal  conflict,. 
I  lost  many  of  my  best  officers  and  one-half  of  the  men  in  the  ranks. 
If  the  brigades  upon  the  right  and  left  had  advanced,  we  should  have 
driven  the  enemy  from  the  field.     He  had  at  one  time  broken  in  our 
front,  but  we  had  not  strength  to  push  the  advantage.     Colonel  Smith,, 
of  the  twenty-seventh  Georgia,  Colonel  Barclay,  of  the  twenty-third 
Georgia,   and   Lieutenant   Colonel  Newton,   commanding   the    sixth 
Georgia,  fell  at  the  head  of  their  regiments.     Their  loss  is  irrepara 
ble.     Upon  every  battle-field  they  had  distinguished  themselves  for, 
coolness  and  gallantry.     Colonel  Fry,  of   the  thirteenth  Alabama^, 
and  Captain  Garrison,  commanding  twenty-eighth  Georgia,  were  se 
verely  wounded.     Subsequent  to  the  action  of  the  forenoon,  portioan 
of  my  brigade  encountered  the  enemy  in  two  desultory  engagements,, 
ic  which  they  stood  before  superior  numbers  and  gave  a  check  to  their- 
advance.     In  one  of  these,  a  small   party   were   placed   under  the- 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Betts  and  directed  to  deploy  as  skir- 


*      340 

misters  along  the  crest  of  a  hill  upon  which  the  enemy  was  advan 
cing.  They  did  so,  with  good  effect,  keeping  back  a  large  force  bj 
their  annoying  fire  and  the  apprehension,  excited  by  their  boldness, 
that  they  were  supported  by  a  line  in  rear.  During  the  engagement; 
of  this  day,  I  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  my  acting  assistant  adjutant 
general,  Lieutenant  R.  P.  Jordan.  He  fell  while  gallantly  dashing 
towards  the  enemy's  line.  I  have  not  known  a  more  active,  efficient 
and  fearless  officer.  Lieutenant  Grattan,  my  aid-de-camp,  was  con 
spicuously  bold  in  the  midst  of  danger  and  untiring  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties.  I  regret  that  I  cannot  here  mention  the  names  of  all, 
dead  and  living,  who  are  entitled  to  a  tribute  at  my  hands. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  II.  COLQUITT, 
Colonel  commanding  JBrigad*. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  R.  E.  RODES. 
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HEADQUARTERS  RODES'  BRIGADE, 
Wright's  Farm,  Fa.,  October  13,  1862 

Major  J.  W.  RATCHFORD, 

A.  A.  G.  to  Major  General  D.  H.  EUVs  Division  : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  report  the  operations  of  this 
Irigade  during  the  actions  of  the  14th  and  17th  September,  in  Mary 
land. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  my  brigade  relieved  Anderson's  about 
&  half  mile  west  of  Boonsboro'.  Towards  noon  it  was  ordered  to  follow 
Ripley's  brigade  to  the  top  of  the  South  Mountain.  Overtaking  Rip- 
Joy's  brigade  on  the  mountain  it  was  halted,  and  I  immediately  re 
ported  to  Major  General  Hill.  After  looking  over  the  field  of  battle, 
I  was  ordered  by  Major  General  Hill  to  take  position  on  the  ridge 
immediately  to  the  left  of  the  gap  through  which  the  main  road  runs. 
Remaining  there  for  three-fourths  of  an  hour,  part  of  the  time  under 
artillery  fire,  and  throwing  out  scouts  and  skirmisher  to  the  left  and 
front,  l*was  then  ordered  to  occupy  another  bare  hill  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  still  further  to  the  left.  The  whole  brigade  was 
moved  to  that  hill,  crossing,  in  doing  so,  a  deep  gorge  which  separated 
the  hills.  This  movement  left  a  wide  interv%l  between  the  right  of 
nay  brigade,  which,  in  its  last  position,  rested  in  the  gorge,  and  the 
balance  of  the  division,  which  bd'ing  reported  to  General  Hill,  together 
with  the  fact  that  no  troops  supported  the  battery  on  the  first  men 
tioned  ridge,  by  his  order,  I  sent  back  one  of  my  regiments  (the 
twelfth  Alabama)  to  support  the  battery. 

By  this  time  the  enemy's  line  of  battle  was  pretty  well  developed, 
arid  in  full  view.  It  became  evident  that  he  intended  to  attack  with  a 
line  covering  both  ridges  and  the  gorge  before  mentioned,  and  extend 
ing  some  half  a  milo  to  my  left.  I  had,  immediately  after  my  arrival 
on  the  extreme  left,  discovered  that  the  hill  there  was  accessible  to 
artillery,  and  that  a  good  road  passing  by  the  left  of  said  hill  from  the 
enemy's  line  continued  immediately  in  my  rear,  and  entered  the  main 
load  about  a  half  mile  west  of  the  gap.  Under  these  circumstances, 
I  sent  for  artillery  and  determined  upon  the  only  plan  by  which  the 
enemy  could  be  prevented  from  immediately  obtaining  possession  of 
gaid  road,  and  thus  marching  entirely  in  our  rear  without  difficulty, 
and  that  was  to  extend  my  line  as  far  as  I  could  to  the  left,  to  let  the 
right  rest  in  the  gorge  still,  and  to  send  to  my  superiors  for  reinforce 
ments  to  continue  the  line  from  my  right  to  the  gap  on  the  main  road, 
a  n  interval  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile  at  least.  Having  thrown  out 
skirmishers  along  the  whole  front  and  to  the  left,  they  very  soon  be 
came  engaged  with  the  enemy's  skirmishers.  This  was  about  three, 
P.  M.,  and  it  was  perfectly  evident  then  that  my  force  of  about  twevle 
hundred  muskets  was  opposed  to  one  which  outflanked  mine  on  either 
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side,  by  at  least  half  a  mile.  I  thought  the  enemy's  force  opposed  K> 
my  brigade,  was  at  least  a  division.  In  a  short  time  the  firing  became 
steady  along  the  whole  line,  the  enemy  advancing  very  slowly,  the 
danger  of  his  possessing  the  top  of  the  left  hill  and  thus  being  in  my 
rear,  became  so  imminent,  that  I  had  to  cause  my  left  regiment  (the 
sixth  Alabama,  under  Colonel  Gojdon,)  to  move  along  the  brow  of  the 
hill  under  fire,  still  further  to  the  left.  He  did  so  in  good  style,  and 
having  a  fair  opportunity  to  do  so  with  advantage,  charged  and  drove 
the  enemy  back  a  short  distance.  By  this  time  the  enemy,  though 
met  gallantly  by  all  of  the  regiments  with  me,  had  penetrated  between 
them  and  had  begun  to  swing  their  extreme  right  around  towards  my 
rear,  making  for  the  head  of  the  gorge^  up  the  bottom  and  sides  of 
which  the  whole  of  my  force,  except  the  sixth  Alabama,  had  to  retreat, 
if  at  all.  I  renewed  again  and  yet  again  my  application  for  reinforce 
ments;  but  none  came.  Some  artillery,  under  Captain  Carter,  who 
was  moving  up  without  orders,  and  some  of  Colonel  Cutts',  under  a 

fallant  lieutenant,  whose  name  I  do  not  now  recollect,  was  reported 
y  the  last  named  oflScer  to  be  on  its  way  to  my  relief;  but  at  this* 
time  the  enemy  had  obtained  possession  of  the  summit  of  the  left  hill 
before  spoken  of,  and  had  command  of  the  road  in  rear  of  the  main 
mountain,  the  artillery  could  only  have  been  used  by  being  hauled  up 
Ott  the  high  peaks,  which  arose  upon  the  summit  of  the  ridge  just  at 
the  head  of  the  gorge  before  mentioned.  This  they  had  not/time  to 
do,  and  hence  I  ordered  it  back.  Just  before  this,  I  heard  that  some 
Confederate  troops  had  joined  my  right  very  nearly. 

Finding  that  the  eneftiy  were  forcing  my  right  back,  and  that  the 
only  chance  to  continue  the  fight  was  to  change  my  front  so  as  to 
face  to  the  left,  I  ordered  all  the  regiments  to  fall  back  up  the  gorge 
and  sides  of  the  mountain,  fighting,  the  whole  concentrating  around 
the  high  peak  before  mentioned.  This  enabled  me  to  face  the  enemy's 
right  again,  and  to  make  another  short  stand  with  Gordon's  excellent 
regiment,  which  he  had  kept  constantly  in  hand,  and  had  handled  in. 
a  manner  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  equalled  during  this  war,  and 
with  the  remainders  of  the  fifth,  third  and  twelfth  Alabama  regiments, 
I  found  the  twelfth  had  been  relieved  by  other  troops'  and  closed  in 
towards  my  right ;  but  had  passed  in  rear  of  the  original  line  so  far 
that,  upon  re-establishing  the  line  on  the  main  peak,  I  found  that 
the  third  Alabama  came  up  on  its  right.  The  twenty-sixth  Ala 
bama,  which  had  been  placed  on  my  right,  was  by  this  time 
completely  demoralized;  its  colonel  (O'Neal)  was  wounded,  and 
the  men  mingled  in  utter  confusion  with  some  South  Carolina  strag 
glers,  on  the  summit  of  the  hill,  who  stated  that  their  brigade  had  been 
compelled  to  give  way,  and  had  retired.  Notwithstanding  this,  if 
•true,  left  my  rear  entirely  exposed  again,  I  had  no  time  or  means  to 
•examine  the  worth  of  their  statement.  I  determined  in  accordance 
with  the  orders  I  received  about  this  time,  in  reply  to  my  last  request 
for  reinforcements,  to  fight  on  on  the  new  front. 

My  loss  up  to  this  time  had  been  heavy  in  all  the  regiments  except 
the  twelfth  Alabama.  The  fifth  Alabama,  which  had  occupied  the  left 
-centre,  got  separated  into  two  parts  in  endeavoring  to  follow  up  the 


343 

flank  movement  of  Gordon's  regiment,  both  parts  became  engaged 
again  before  they  could  rejoin,  and  the  right  battalion  was  finally  cut 
off  entirely,  the  left  and  smaller  battalion,  under  Major  llobson's 
gallant  management,  though  flanked,  wheeled  against  the  Harking 
party  and,  by  desperate  fighting,  silenced  the  enemy  so  far  as  to  enable, 
riis  little  command  to  make  its  way  to  the  peak  before  mentioned.  In 
rhe  first  attack  of  the  enemy  up  the  bottom  of  the  gorge,  they  pushed 
on  so  vigorously  as  to  catch  Captain  Ready  and  a  portion  of  his  party 
of  skirmishers,  and  separate  the  third  from  the  fifth  Alabama  regiment. 
The  third  made  a  most  gallant  resistance  at  this  point,  and  had  my  line 
been  a  continuous  one,  it  could  never  have  been  forced. 

Having  re-established  myjjine,  though  still  with  wide  intervals, 
necessarily,  on  the  high  peak,  (this  was  done  under  constant  fire  and 
in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  now  in  full  possession  of  the  extreme  left 
hill  and  of  the  gorge.)  the  fight  at  close  quarters  was  resumed,  and 
again  accompanied  by  the  enemy's  throwing  their,  by  this  time  ap 
parently  interminable  right,  around  towards  my  rear.  In  this  posi 
tion  the  sixth  Alabama  and  the  twelfth  suffered  pretty  severely  ;  the 
latter,  together  with  the  remainder  of  the  third  Alabama,  which  had 
been  well  handled  by  Colonel  Battle,  was  forced  to  retire,  and  in  so 
doing  lost  heavily  ;  its  colonel  (GayJe)  was  seen  to  fall  and  its  lieu 
tenant  colonel  (Pickens)  was  shot  throgh  the  lungs.  The  former  was 
left  on  the  field,  supposed  to  be  dead ;  Pickens  was  brought  off.  Gor 
don's  regiment  retired  slowly,  now  being  under  an  enfilading  as  well 
as  direct  fire,  and  in  danger  of  being  surrounded  ;  but  was  still,  fortu 
nately  for  the  whole  command,  held  together  by  its  able  commander. 

After  this  I  could  meet  the  enemy  with  no  organized  force,  except 
Gordon's  regiment;  one  more  desperate  stand  was  made  by  it  from  an 
advantageous  position.  The  enemy  by  this  time  were  nearly  on  top 
<if  the  highest  peak,  and. were  pushing  on  when  Gordon's  regiment, 
unexpectedly  to  them,  opened  fire  on  their  front  and  checked  them. 
This  last  stand  was  so  disastrous  to  the  enemy  that  it  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  stragglers  even,  many  of  whom  Colonel  Battle  and  I 
had  been  endeavoring  to  organize,  and  who  were  just  then  on  the 
Hank  of  that  portion  of  the  enemy  engaged  with  Gordon,  and  for  a 
few  minutes,  they  kept  up  a  brisk  enfilading  firo  upon  the  enemy;  but 
finding  his  fire  turning  frorn^  Gordon's  upon  them,  and  that  another 
body  of  Federal  troops  were  advancing  upon  them,  they  speedily  fell 
back. 

It  was  now  so  dark  that  it  was  difficult  to  distinguish  objects  .at 
short  musket  range,  and  both  parties  ceased  firing.  Directing  Colonel 
Gordon  to  move  his  regiment  to  his  right  and  to  the  rear  so  as  to  cover 
the  gap,  I  endeavored  to  gather  up  stragglers  from  the  other  regiments. 
Colonel  Battle  still  held  together  a  handful  of  his  men.  These,  to 
gether  with  the  remnant  of  the  twelfth,  fifth  and  twenty-sixth  Ala 
bama  regiments,  were  assembled  at  the  gap,  and  were  speedily  placed 
along  side  of  Gordon's  regiment,  which  by  this  time  had  arrived  in  the 
road  ascending  the  mountain  from  the  gap,  forming  a  line  on  the  edge 
of  the  woods  parallel  to,  and  about  two  hundred  yards  from,  the  main 
road.  The  enemy  did  not  advance  beyond  the  top  of  the  mountain ; 
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but  to  be  prepared  for  them,  skirmishers  were  thrown  out  in  front  of 
the  line.  This  position  we  held  until  about,  eleven  o'clock  at  night, 
when  we  were  ordered  to  take  the  Slmrpsburg  road,  and  to  stop  at 
Keedarsville,  which  we  did.  We  had  rested  about  an  hour,  when  I 
was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Sharpsburg  with  all  the  force  under  raj  com 
mand,  Colquitt's  brigade  and  mine,  to  drive  out  a  Federal  cavalry 
force  reported  to  be  there.  On  the  way  Colonel  Chilton,  chief  of 
General  Leo's  staff',  met  me  with  contrary  "orders,  which  required  me 
to  send  only  a  part  of  my  force.  The  fifth  and  sixth  Alabama  were 
sent.  In  a  few  minutes,  however,  we  received  orders  form  General 
Longstreet  to  go  ahead,  and  did  so.  F^md  no  cavalry. 

In  this  engagement  my  loss  was  S  follows:  killed,  sixty-one  ; 
wounded,  one  hundred  arid  fifty-seven  ;  missing,  two  hundred  and 
four;  total,  four  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

The  men  and  officers  generally  behaved  well  ;  but  Colonel  Gordon, 
sixth  Alabama,  Major  Ilobson,  fifth  Alabama,  and  Colonel  Battle, 
third  Alabama,  deserve  especial  mention  for  admirable  conduct  dur 
ing  the  whole  fight.  We  did  not  drive  the  enemy  back,  or  whip  him, 
but  with  twelve  hundred  men  we  held  his  whole  division  at  bay,  with 
out  assistance,  during  four  hours  and  a  half  steady  fighting,  losing 
in  that  time  net  over  a  haT  a  mile  of  ground.  I  was  most  ably  and 
bravely  served  during  the  whole  day  by  Captains  Whiting  and  Pey 
ton,  and  Lieutenant  John  Bcrney.  who  composed  my  staff. 

On  the  loth,  after  resting  on  the  heights  south  of  Sharpsburg  long 
enough  to  get  a  scanty  meal  and  to  gather  stragglers,  we  moved  back 
through  that  pi. ice  to  the  advanced  position  in  the  centre  of  the  line  of 
battle  before  the  tow :i.  Hero,  subsisting  on  green  corn,  mainly,  an<i 
under  an  occasional  artillery  fire,  we  lay  until  the  morning  of  the 
l?th  September,  when  began  the  engagement  of  that  day. 

The  fight  opened  early  on  the  left,  but  my  brigade  was  not  engaged 
until  late  in  the  forenoon.  About  nine  o'clock,  I  was  ordered  to 
move  to  the  left  ai.d  front,  to  assist  Ripley,  Colquitt  and  McRae,  who 
had  already  engaged  the  enemy,  and  I  had  hardly  begun  the  move 
ment  before  it  was  evident  that  the  two  latter  had  met  with  a  reverse,, 
and  that  the  best  service  I  coul  1  render  them  and  the  field  general  1}% 
would  be  to  form  a  line  in  rear  of  them,  and  endeavor  to  rally  them 
before  attacking  or  being  attacked.  Mnj0-  General  Hill  held  tho  same 
view,  for  at  this  moment  I  received  an  order  from  him  to  halt  and  to 
form  line  of  battle  in  the  hollow  of  an  old  and  narrow  road,  just  be 
yond  the  orchard,  and  with  my  left  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
from  and  east  of  the  Hagerstown  road,  in  a  short  time  a  small  por 
tion  of  Colquitt's  brigade  formed  on  my  left,  and  I  assumed  the  com 
mand  of  it.  This  brought  my  left  to  the  Hagerstown  road.  General 
Anderson's  brigade,  occupying  the  r-arae  road,  had  closed  rp  on  my 
right.  A  short  time  after  my  brigade  assumed  its  new  position,  ami 
whilst  the  men  were  busy  improving  their  position  by  piling  raila 
along  their  front,  the  enemy  deployed  in  our  front  in  three  beautiful 
lines,  all  vastly  outstretching  ours,  and  commenced  to  advance  stead 
ily.  Unfortunately,  no  artillery  opposed  them  in  their  advance. 
Carter's  battery  had  been  sent  to  take  position  in  rear  by  me  when  I 
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,,bandoned  my  first  position,  because  he  was  left  without  support,  and 
because  my  own  position  had  not  then  been  fully  determined.  Three 
pieces,  -which  occupied  a  fine  position  immediately  on  my  front,  aban 
doned  it  immediately  after  the  enemy's  skirmishers  opened  on  them. 
The  enemy  came  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  overlooking  my  position,  and 
for  five  minutes  bravely  stood  a  galling  fire  at  about  eighty  yards, 
7»hich  my  whole  brigade  delivered  ;  they  then  fell  back  a  short  dis- 
*unce,  rallied,  were  driven  back  again  and  again,  and  finally  lay  down 
just  back  of  the  crest,  keeping  up  a  steady  fire,  however.  In  this 
position,  receiving  an  order  from  General  Longstreet  to  do  so,  I  en 
deavored  to  charge  them  with  ray  brigade,  and  that  portion  of  Col- 

uiitt'a  which  was  on  my  immediate  left ;  the  charge  failed,  mainly 
Because  the  sixth  Alabama  regiment,  not  hearing  the  command,  did 
:.\ot  move  forward  with  the  others,  and  because  Colquitt's  men  did  not 
advance  far  enough  ;  that  part  of  the  brigade  which  moved  forward 
f'jund  themselves  in  an  exposed  position,  and,  being  outnumbered  and 
an  sustained,  fell  back  'before  1  could,  by  personal  effort,  which  was 
>july  made,  get  the  sixth  Alabama  to  move;  hastening  back  to  the 
lo-ft,  I  arrived  just  in  time  to  prevent  the  men  from  falling  hack  to 
the  rear  of  the  road  we  had  just  occupied.  It  became  evident  to  me, 
then,  that  an  attack  by  us  must,  to  be  successful,  be  made  by  tho  whole 
o:  Anderson's  brigade,  mine,  Colquitt's  and  any  troops  that  had  arrived 

a  Anderson's  right.  My  whole  force  at  this  moment  did  not  amount  to 
•  -•ver  seven  hundredmen,  most  probably  not  to  that  number.  About  this 
r.me,  I  noticed  troops  going  in  to  the  support  of  Anderson,  or  to  his 
right,  and  that  one  regiment  and  a  portion  of  anocher,  instead  of  pass 
ing  on  to  the  front,  stopped  in  the  hollow  immediately  in  my  rear  and 
near  the  orchard.  As  the  fire  on  both  sides  was,  at  my  position  at 
!-3ast,  now  desultory  and  slack,  I  went  to  the  troops  referred  to  and 
ibund  that  they  belonged  to  General  Pryor's  brigade  ;  their  officers 
stated  that  they  had  been  ordered  to  halt  there  by  somebody,  not 
General  Pryor.  Finding  General  P.  in  a  few  moments,  and  inform 
ing  him  as  to  their  conduct,  he  immediately  ordered  them  forward. 
Retaining  towards  the  brigade,  I  met  Lieutenant  Colonel  'Lightfoot, 
:-f  the  sixth  Alabama,  looking  for  me.  Upon  his  telling  me  that  the 
right  wing  of  his  regiment  was  being  subjected  to  a  terrible  enfilading 
^re,  which  the  enemy  were  enabled  to  deliver  by  reason  of  their  gain 
ing  somewhat  on  Anderson,  and  that  he  had  but  few  men  lefc  in  that 
wing,  I  ordered  him  to  hasten  back,  and  to  throw  his  right  wing  back 
out  of  the  old  road  referred  to.  Instead  of  executing  the  order,  he 
reeved  briskly  to  the  rear  of  the  regiment,  and  gave  the  command — 
"  Sixth  Alabama,  about-face — forward,  march."  Major  Hobson,  of 
the  fifth,  seeing  this,  asked  him  if  the  order  was  intended  for  the 
whole  brigade.  He  replied,  "  Yes,"  and,  thereupon,  the  fifth,  and 
immediately  the  other  troops  on  their  left,  retreated.  I  did  not  see 
their  retrograde  movement  until  it  was  too  late  for  me  to  rally  them  ; 
for  this  reason,  just  as  I  was  moving  on  after  Lightfoot,  I  heard  a 
shot  strike  Lieutenant  Berney,  who  was  immediately  behind  me. 
Wheeling,  I  found  him  failing,  and  that  he  had  been  struck  in 
the  face.  He  found  that  he  could  walk,  after  I  raised  him,  though  he 
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thought  a  shot  or  piece  of  skell  had  penetrated  his  head  just  unler 
the  eye.  I  followed  him  a  few  paces  and  watched  him  until  he  had 
reached  a  barn,  a  short  distance  to  the  rear,  where  he  first  encoun 
tered  some  one  to  help  him,  in  case  he  needed  it.  A>  I  turned  to 
ward-  :k  heavily  by  a  pie o.  oil  on  iny 
thigh.  At  iir?i  I  thought  the  wound  was  serious,  hut  finding,  upon 
examination,  that  it  was  slight,  I  again  turned  towards  the  br 
when  I  discorered  it,  without  visible  cause  «to  me,  retreating  in  con 
fusion.  I  hastened  to  intercept  it  at  the  Hagerstown  road.  'I  found, 
though,  that  with  the  exception  of  a  few  men  from  the  twenty-- 
twelfth  and  third,  and  a  few  tinder  Major  Hobson,  not  more  than  forty 
in  all,  the  brigade  had  completely  disappeared  from  this  portion  of  the 
field.  This  small  number,  together  with  some  Mississippians  (under 
Colonel )  and  North  Carolinians,  making  in  all  about  one  hun 
dred  and  fifty  (150)  men,  1  rallied  and  stationed  behind  a  small  riiige 
leading  from  the  Hagerstown  road  eastward,  towards  the  orchard  be 
fore  spoken  of,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  yards  in  rear  01 

my  h  ing   them  under  the   charge    of  Colonel 

fit  is  proper  for  me  to  mention  her  .  with  some  slight 

addit:  "led  through  the  orchard  against  the  enemy 

by  General    D.  II.  Hill,  and  did  good    service,  the    General   himself 
:ng  a  nr  lajor  H;  I  Lieutenant  Goff, 

of  the   fifth    Alabama,  the   latter    with  a  musket,  bore  distinguished 
in- this  fight.]     After  this,  my  time  was  spent  mainly  in  direct 
ing  the  fire  of  some  artillery  and  getting  up  stragglers. 

In  this  engagement,  the  brigade  behaved  very  handsomely  and  sat- 
:»rily,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  right  wing  of  the  sixth  Ala 
bama,  (where  Colonel  Gordon,  whilst  acting  with  his  customary 
gallantry,  was  wounded  desperately,  receiving  fivex  wounds,)  had  sus 
tained  almost  no  loss,  until  the  retrograde  movement  began.  It  had, 
together  with  Anderson's  troops,  stopped  and  foiled  the  attack  of  a 
whole  corps  of  the  enemy  for  more  than  an  hour,  and  finally  fell  back 
only  when,  as  the  men%nd  officers  supposed,  they  had  been  ordered 
to  do  so.  Yt'e  might  have  been  compelled  to  have  fallen  back  after 
wards,  (for  the  troops  on  my  right  had  already  given  away  when  we 
begaa  to  :  but,  without  the  least  hesitation,  I  say  that  but  for 

the  unaccountable  mistake  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lightfoot,  the  re 
treat  would  not  have  commenced  at  this  time,  if  at  all.  He  was 
wounded  severely  in  the  retreat. 

I  saw  but  little  of  the  operations  of  Carters  battery  during  the  bat 
tle.  I  only  know  that  it  was  actively  engaged  the  whole  day,  and  with 
some  he  gallant  captain  received  a  slight  wound  in  the  foot, 

and  one  of  his  Lieutenants,  Dabney,  received  one,  from  which  he  has 
since  died.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  his  report,  which  is  submitted 
herewith. 

My  force  at  the  beginning  of  the  fight  wr:  .an  eight  hundred 

effective  men.  The  loss  was  as  follows  :  Killed,  fifty  ;  wounded, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-two  ;  misting,  twenty-one  ;  total,  three  hun 
dred  and  three. 

The  aggregate  loss  in  the  two  engagements  is  as  follows:  Killed, 
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one  hundred  and  eleven  :  wounded,  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  : 
missing,  two  hundred  and  thirty-one ;  total  six  hundred  and  twenty - 
five.  The  missing  are  either  prisoners  or  killed ;  most  of  them  were 
captured  on  the  mountain  on  the  14th.  Captain  Whiting  and  Lieu 
tenant  John  Berney,  C.  S.  A.,  of  my  staff,  were  both 
They,  with  Captain  Green  Peyton,  A.  A.  General,  discharged  their 
respective  duties  with  ability  and  gallantry. 

The  subjoined  tabular  statements  will  exhibit  the  less  in  the  respec 
tive  regiments  of  the  brigade  in  both  engagements.     The    ensmy'- 
loss  in  both  engagements  was  far  heavier  than  mine  ;  I  believe 
lost  three  to  my  one  at  Sharpsburg,  and  at  least  two  to  one  on  the 
mountain. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

"  R.   E.   PvODES,  Brigadier  General. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  SEMMES  OF  BATTLE 
OF  SIIARPSBURQ. 

HEADQUARTERS    SEMMES'   BRIGADE,   McLAV/s'   DIVISION,  ) 
Camp  near  Martinsburg,  Va.9  September  24,  18G2.      \ 

Major  J.  M.  GOGGIN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  briefly  the  part  enacted  by  my 
brigade,  composed  of  the  fifteenth  and  thirty-second  Virginia  arid 
the  tenth  and  fifty-third  Georgia  volunteers  and  Manly's  battery,  in 
the  battle  of  Sharpsburg,  on  the  17th  of  September  instant: 

Moving  forward  by  the  flank  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  before 
coming  in  view,  two  brigades  were  met  retiring  from  the  front,  appa 
rently  badly  cut  up  An  incessant  current  of  wounded  flowed  to  the 
rear,  showing  that  the  conflict  had  been  severe  and  well  contested. 
Coming  in  full  view  of  the  enemy's  lines,  Major  General  McLaws,  in 
person,  ordered  me  to  move  forward  in  line  to  the  support  of  Major 
General  Stuart,  on  our  extreme  left.  Immediately  the  order  was 
given,  "  By  company  into  line,"  followed  by  "Forward  into  line," 
both  of  which  movements  were  executed  in  the  presence  of  tho  enemy, 
under  a  fire  occasioning  severe  loss  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  bri 
gade  advanced  steadily  for  two  hundred  yards  under  fire  before  the 
order  was  given  to  commence  firing.  This  order  was  then  given,  at 
long  range  for  most  of  our'arms,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  ojjr 
troops  and  disconcerting  the  enemy.  The  troops,  it  is  true,  needed 
little  encouragement.  Their  officers  had  already  inspired  them  with 
enthusiasm,  and  they  continued  to  advance  with  vivacity.  The  effect 
on  the  enemy's  fire,  of  the  order  to  the  regiments  of  the  brigade  that 
had  formed  in  line,  to  commence  firing,  was  distinctly  visible  in  the 
diminished  numbers  of  killed  and  wounded.  The  enemy  at  first  met 
our  advance  by  a  corresponding  one.  Our  troops  continued  to  press 
steadily  forward,  pouring  a  deadly  fire  into  his  ranks,  and  he,  after 
advancing  an  hundred  yards,  gave  way,  and  we  continued  to  drive 
him  from  position  to  position,  through  wood  and  field,  for  a  mile,  ex 
pending  not  less  than  forty  rounds  of  ammunition.  My  brigade  was 
thrown  farther  to  the  front  than  the  troops  on  my  right  by  about  three 
hundred  yards,  and,  for  a  time,  was  exposed  to  a  terrible  front  and 
enfilading  fire,  inflicting  great  loss. 

It  gives  me  satisfaction  to  be  enabled  to  state  that  my  brigade 
fought  under  an  inspiration  of  enthusiasm  which  impelled  tho  men 
forward  with  the  confidence  of  victory.  Had  it  been  possible  to  have 
strengthened  it  by  a  supporting  force  of  two  or  three  thousand  men, 
there  was  not  then,  nor  is  there  now,  a  doubt  in  my  mind  but  that  the 
enemy's  right,  though  in  vastly  superior  numbers,  would  have  been 
driven  upon  his  centre,  and  both  in  confusion  on  his  left,  utterly 
routing  him.  The  victory,  though  decisive,  would  thus  have  been 
rendered  signal,  and  the  enemy's  lines  broken  and  dispersed. 
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The  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was,  of  the  fifcy-thir  1  Georgia  vol 
unteers,  thirty  per  cent.,  thirty -second  Virginia,  forty  fi/3  pjp  cent., 
tenth  Georgia,  fifty-seven  per  cent.,  fifteenth  Virginia,  fif&y-eight  pzz 
cent.,  detailed  statements  of  which  are  herewith  submitted.  Ta/cii3- 
parity  in  the  loss  of  some  of  the  companies  of  the  sim-3  regitnsnt  is 
very  m  irked.  Three  of  the  four  regimental  con  minders  were 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sloan,  commanding  fifcy-third  Gborgia, 
fell,  it  was  then  supposed,  mortally  wounded,  while  gilkntly  lei  ling 
his  regiment  forward  into  line  on  the  extreme  lefc  of  the  brigtde. 
The  regimental  commanders  displiyed  conspicuous  gilluury,  and,  by 
their  example,  inspired  their  commands  with  the  confi  Isnce  of  posi 
tive  success.  Troops  never  fought  more  persistently,  intelligently, 
and  with  more  valor. 

My  staff,  Lieutenant  Briggs,  aid-de-camp,  and  Lieutenants  Redd 
and  Cody,  volunteer  aids,  were  present  during  the  entire  action,  and 
were  more  exposed,  if  possible,  than  any  of  the  troop-- — oeing  ofcen 
employed  in  bearing  orders  to  different  parts  of  my  I'm  >,  and  to  com 
manders  of  other  troops  in  the  vicinity,  displaying  coolness  and  gal 
lantry  of  the  highest  order — and  all  escaping  untouch-d  except  Lieu 
tenant  Redd,  who  received  a  slight  wound  on  the  b<>  iy  from  a  spent 
bullet.  Calling  for  a  staff  officer  to  bear  an  order  to  trie  regiment  on 
the  left,  none  being  at  hand,  Captain  Henley,  A.  C.  .8.-,  thirty -second 
Virginia,  who  had  been  shot  through  the  arm,  but  refused  to  quit  the 
field,  offered  himself  to  become  the  bearer,  which  was  declined  on 
account  of  his  wound,  Whereupon,  stating  that  his  wound  was  slight 
and  that  he  was  not  disabled,  he  w  is  allowed  to  proceed.  While 
doing  so,  he  fell,  severely  wounded,  pierced  with  two  bullets.  This  is 
oiriy  a  prominent  example  of  many  acts  of  signal  daring  and  valor 
displayed  on  that  bloody  and  memorable  field  by  offi.-ers  and  men  of 
all  the  regiments. 

After  the  enemy  was  thus  driven  back  and  the  fire  of  his  small 
arms  had  for  some  time  entirely  ceased,  the  troops,  having  been  under 
an  incessant  musketry  and  artillery  fire  for  two  hours  and  twenty 
minutes,  were  so  thoroughly  exhausted  and  their  ammuniriornso  nearly 
expended  as  to  render  necessary  the  order  to  retire  for  the  purpose  of 
reforming  and  obtaining  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition.  Remaining 
myself  an  hour  longer  in  front,  with  Lieutenant  Davis  arid  six  men  of 
the  tenth  Georgia  volunteers,  I  then  withdrew  and  reported  to  Major 
General  McLaws,  who  ordered  my  brigade  to  be  reassembled  in 
reserve.  Thirty-six  prisoners,  including  a  lieutenant  c  lonel  and  first 
lieutenant,  were  captured  at  a  farm  house,  the  most  adv  :noed  position 
held  by  my  brigade,  which  was  some  hundreds  of  yards  in  advthceof 
the  other  portions  of  our  line  of  battle. 

The  reports  of  regimental  commanders  are  herewith  submitted,  to 
which  reference  is  respectfully  asked  for  further  details. 

Manly's  battery  was  detached  from  my  command  during  the  battle. 
His  report  is  herewith  submitted. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PAUL  J.  8EMMES, 

Brigadier  General. 
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HEADQUARTER?  SEMMES'  BRIGADE,  Oct.  27,  1862 

Major  J.  M.  GOGGIN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

MAJOR  :  In  answer  to  the  inquiry  by  Major  General  Longstreet,  as 
to  the  number  of  colors  lost  by  our  troops  in  the  battles  in  Maryland, 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  no  colors  were  lost  by  the  regiments  of 
thi«  brigade. 

(n  the  battle  of  Sharpsburg  the  color *of  the  fifty-third  Georgia 
received  two  shots ;  that  of  the  fifteenth  Virginia  ten,  and  tho  pike 
was  once  cut  in  two,  two  color-bearers  were  wounded  and  one  of  the 
color-guard  was  killed  and  one  wounded;  the  color  of  the  thirty- 
second  Virginia  received  seventeen  shots,  and  the  pike  was  once  cut 
in  two,  and  one  of  the  color-guard  killed ;  the  color  of  the  tenth 
Ueorgia  received  forty-six  shots,  and  the  pike  was  once  hit  and  twice 
cut  in  two,  one  color-bearer  and  one  of  the  color-guard  were  killed, 
and  one  color-bearer  and  one  of  the  color-guard  wounded. 

These  facts  were  not  incorporated  in  the  report  of  the  operations 
of  this  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Sharpsburg.  It  is,  therefore,  respect 
fully  submitted  that  this  communication  be  regarded  as  a  supplement 
to  that  report. 

J  am,  Major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PAUL  J.  SEMMES, 
Brigadier  General. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  BARKSDALE  OF 
TLE  OF  SHARPSBURG.    • 

HEADQUARTERS  BARKSDALE'S  BRIG\DE,  A.  N.  V.,  ) 
Camp  Leey  October  12,  1662.      $ 

Major  J.  M.  GOGGIN  : 

A.  A.  General,  Me  Laws'1  Division  : 

MAJOR:  On  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  September  I  marched,  at 
daylight,  to  Brownsville,  where  it  was  supposed  the  enemy  designed 
making  an  attack  upon  our  troops.  After  I  reached  that  place,  i«t 
was  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  disappeared,  and  the  whole  com 
mand  was  ordered  to  rejoin  the  main  army.  We  reached  its  vicinity, 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Sharpsburg,  about  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  17th.  The  battle  was  then,  and  had  been  raging  for  several 
hours.  It  is  proper  for  me  to  say  that  a  portion  of  my  men  had  fallen 
by  the  wayside  from  loss  of  sleep  and  excessive  fatigue,  having  been 
constantly  on  duty  for  five  or  six  days,  and  on  the  march  for  almost 
the  whole  of  the  two  preceding  nights,  and  that  I  went  into  the  fight 
with  less  than  eight  hundred  men.  About  ten  o'clock  I  formed  a  line  of 
battle  in  an  open  field,  which  was  at  that  time  being  raked  by  a  terri 
ble  fire  of  grape  and  canister  from  the  enemy's  artillery.  Kershaw 
was  on  my  right  and  Semmes  on  my  left.  I  at  once,  in  accordance 
with  your  orders,  advanced  upon  the  enemy,  w^o  occupied  the  woods 
immediately  in  front,  and  from  which  they  had  just  driven  a  portion 
o^  our  forces.  In  a  few  moments  I  engaged  them,  and,  after  firing 
several  volleys  into  their  ranks,  drove  them  through  the  woods  and 
into  an  open  field  beyond,  and  compelled  them  to  abandon  their  artil 
lery  on  the  hill.  At  this  point  I  discovered  that  a  very  large  force  of 
the  enemy  were  attempting  to  flank  me  on  the  left.  I  therefore 
ordered  the  eighteenth  and  thirteenth  to  wheel  in  that  direction,  and 
not  only  succeeded  in  checking  the  movement  they  were  making,  but 
put  them  to  flight,  and  pursued  them  for  a  considerable  distance.  As 
we  advanced,  the  ground  was  covered  with  the  dead  and  wounded  of  the 
enemy.  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent,  however,  without  more  support, 
to  advance  further,  and  I  therefore  ordered  these  regiments  to  fall 
back  to  the  woods  in  front  of  my  first  position.  The  seventeenth  and 
twenty-first  pusued  the  enemy  across  the  open  field,  when,  perceiving 
a  very  strong  force  moving  to  the  right  and  attempting  to  flank  them, 
and  all  of  our  forces  having  retired  from  that  part  of  the  field,  they 
fell  back,  under  protection  of  a  stone  fence,  in  good  order.  About 
two  o'clock  I  advanced  with  the  entire  brigade  and  occupied  the 
battle-ground  over  which  we  had  passed  in  the  morning,  General 
Ransom  being  on  my  right  and  General  Early  on  my  left,  and  con 
tinued  to  hold  it  until  the  night  of  the  18th,  when,  by  your  orders,  I 
joined  the  column  of  the  main  army,  when  it  retired  across  the 
Potomac. 

To  both  officers  and  men  much  credit  ia  due  for  the  courage  and 
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daring  they  exhibited  throughout  the  engagement.  Major  Campbell., 
commanding  the  eighteenth  regiment,  was  seriously  wounded,  an  : 
taken  from  the  field,  while  nobly  leading  his  regiment  in  the  fight 
Lieutenant  Colonel  McElroy,  of  the  thirteenth  regiment,  althoug V: 
wounded,  remained  in  command  of  his  regiment  until  the  battle 
ceased.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fizer,  of  the  seventeenth,  and  Captain 
Sims,  of  the  twenty-first,  were  conspicuous  for  the  coolness  and  gal 
lantry  with  which  they  handled  their  respective  commands.  T: 
Colonel  Humphries,  of  the  twenty-first,  and* Lieutenant  Colonel  Luse, 
of  the  eighteenth,  who  reached  the  field  just  as  the  battle  was  closing, 
I  am  under  peculiar  obligations.  Their  timely  presence  not  onl  7 
cheered  and  animated  their  own  regiment,  but  the  entire  brigade 
lieutenant  J.  A.  Barksdale,  of  my  staff,  \V;LS  prompt  and  fearless  i:: 
the  execution  of  all  orders.  Surgeons  Austin,  of  the  thirteenth., 
Green,  of  the  seventeenth,  Griffin,  of  the  eighteenth,  and  Hill,  of  tlu 
twenty- first,  were  faithful  and  energetic  in  their  attention  to  tht; 
wounded. 

I  close  this  report  with  the  remark,  that  my  command  did  its  dutj 
upon  the  ensanguined  field  of  Sharpsburg. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BARKSDALE, 
Brigadier  General,  commanding  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  KERSHAW  OF  BATTLE 
OF  SIIARPSBURG. 

HEADQUARTERS  KERSHAW'S  BRIGADE,  McLAWS5  DIVISION,  > 
Near  Winchester,  Va.,  October  9,  1862.  \ 

To  Major  JAMES  M.  GOGGIN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

MAJOR  :   In  obedience  to  orders  from  division  headquarters,  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  of  the  operations  of  my  command  at 
the  battle  of  Sharpsburg.     Owing   to   the  exigencies   of  the  service, 
my   command  were  without  their  usual   supply  of  subsistence  from 
Monday  morning,  the   13th   September,  until  the  nighjt  of  the   17th. 
They  were   also   under  arms   or   marching   nearly  the  whole   of  the 
nights  of  Monday  arid  Tuesday,  arriving  at  Sharpsburg  at  daylight 
on  Wednesday  morning,  the   17th  of  September.     As  a  consequence, 
many  had  become  exhausted   and  fallen  out   on   the  wayside,  and  all 
were  worn  and  jaded.     About  nine  o'clock,  we  were  ordered  forward 
to  the  relief  of  General  Jackson's  forces,  then   engaged   on  the   left, 
in  the  wood   in   rear   of  the   church.     The   Georgia   and  Mississippi 
brigades  were  formed  in  a  ploughed  field  to  the  right  and  rear  of  the 
wood,  my  brigade  in  their  rear   in   the   same  field.     The  enemy  was 
discovered  in  the  wood  advancing  towards  its  right  face,  where  some 
of  our  guns  had  been  abandoned  before  our  arrival.     Perceiving  this, 
Major  General  Me  Laws  directed  me  to  occupy  that  part  of  the  wood 
in  advance   of  them,  while   our  lines  were   being  formed.     For  this 
purpose  I  ordered  forward,  at  double  quick,  Colonel  Kennedy's  second 
South  Carolina  regiment,  to  march  by  a  flank  to  the  extreme  point  of 
the  wood,  then,  by  the  front,  to  enter  it.     Before  the  head  of  the  re 
giment  had  reached  the  point,  and  when  entangled  in  a  rail  fence, 
the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  them  from  a  point  net  more  than  sixty 
yards  distant.     They  promptly  faced  to   the  front  and   returned  the 
fire  so  rapidly  as   to  drive   the   enemy  almost  immediately.     At  the 
same  time  the  brigades  of  Cobb  and  Barksdale  (now  on  their  left)  ad 
vanced  to  their  support.     I  then  hurried  up  my  three  remaining  regi 
ments,    (the    eighth,   Lieutenant    Colonel   Hoole ;    seventh,    Colonel 
Aikcn,  and  third,  Colonel  Nance,)  and  conducted  them  to  the  right  of 
Colonel  Kennedy,  who,  by  this  time,  had  advanced  beyond  the  wood 
and  to  the  left  of  the  church,  driving  the  enemy.     I   then  ordered 
Read's  battery  to  a  position  on  the  hill  to  the  right  of  the  wood,  and 
sent  in  Colonel  Manning,  who  reported  to  me  on  the  field  with  Walk 
er's  brigade,  to  the  right  of  my  brigade.     Our  troops  made  constant 
progress,  for  some  time,  along  the  whole  line,  driving  in  column  after 
column  of  the  enemy.     Colonel  Aiken's  regiment  approached  within 
thirty  yards  of  one  of  the  batteries,  driving  the  men  from  the  guns, 
and  only  gave  way  when  enfiladed  by  a  new  battery,  placed  in  posi 
tion  near  them,  leaving  Major  White  dead,  and  one-half  their  men 
killed  or  wounded  upon  the  field.     Abut  this  time  the  enemy  was 
23 
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heavily  reinforced  and  our  line  fell  back  to  the  wood,  which  was  never 
afterwards  tt«ken  from  us.  Read's  battery,  having  suffered  greatly  in 
the  less  of  men  and  horses,  was  withdrawn,  by  my  order,  when  the 
infantry  fell  back.  The  lines  were  reorganized  behind  the  fences, 
near  where  they  entered  the  fight,  and  their  exhausted  cartridge 
boxes  replenishej.  Later  in  the  day  we  moved  to  the  left  of  General 
Early's  command,  which  occupied  the  wood  to  the  left  of  the  church, 
where  we  retrained  until  ordered  to  move  across  the  river,  on  Thurs 
day  ni^ht,  the  1 8th  of  September.  I  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  I 
left  two  compares  on  picket,  in  front  of  our  lines,  when  we  marched, 
under  command  of  Captain  Nance,  of  the  third  regiment,  with  in 
structions  to  remain  until  relieved  by  the  cavalry.  After  daylight, 
next  morning,  Captain  Nance,  not  having  been  relieved,  perceived 
the  enemy  advancing  in  line  of  battle,  and  brought  off  his  men  in 
safety  and  good  order,  passing  the  cavalry  pickets  some  distance  in 
his  rear.  4 

I  cannot  too  highly  commend  to  your  notice  the  gallant  conduct  of 
the  troops  of  my  command.     The  eighth  regiment  carried  in  but  forty- 
five  men,  rank  and  file,  and  lost  twenty-three  officers  and  men.     The 
second  regiineiit  were  the  first  to  attack  and  drive  the  enemy.     Col 
onel  Kennedy  was  painfully  wounded  in  the  first  charge  and  was  sent, 
by  myself,  from  the  field.     After  our  lines  were  first  driven   back, 
under  command  of  Major  Gaillard,  they  rallied  and  broke  a  fresh  line 
of  battle  that  attempted  to  follow  them.     Th3  third  regiment,  led  by 
its  efficient  commander,  twice  changed  front  on  the  field,  in  magnifi 
cent  order,  and,  after  twice  driving  the  enemy,  retired  with  the  pre 
cision  of  troops   on   review.     The  seventh,   led  by   Colonel   Aiken, 
trailed  their  progress  to  the  cannon's  mouth  with  the  blood  of  their 
bravest,  and,  when  borne  back  by  resistless  force,  rallied  the  remnant 
left  under  command  of  Captain  John   S.   Hard,  the   senior   surviving 
officer.  •  Colonel  Aiken  was  most  dangerously  wounded.    Every  officer 
and  nan  in  th?  color  company  was  either  killed  or  wounded,  and  their 
total  loss  one  hundred  and  forty,  out  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
men  carried  in.     The  colors  of  this  regiment,  shot  from  the  staff, 
formed  the  winding-sheet  of  the  last  man  of  the  color  company,  at 
the  extreme  point  reached  by  our  troops  that  day.     Major  White, 
whose  death  we  lament,  was  a  most  gallant  and  accomplished  officer, 
of  elevated  character  and  noble  principles.     No  braver  or  better  sol 
dier  Furvives  him.     Read's  battery  performed  the  most  important  ser 
vice  in  a  position  of  great  danger.   Second  Lieutenant  J.  I).  Parkman 
was  hilled  on  the  field,  gallantly  discharging  his  duty.     One  gun  was 
disabled  and  abandoned,  and  so  many  horses  as  to  render  it  necessary 
to  bring  off  their  pieces  severally.     The  acts  of  individual  heroism 
performed  on  this  memorable   day  are  so  numerous  that  regimental 
commanders  have  not  attempted  to  particularize  them.     I  am,  as 
usual,  greatly  indebted  to  Captain  Holmes,  A.  A.  G.,  and  Lieutenant 
iJoby,  A.  D.  C.,  of  my  staff,  for  intelligent  and  efficient  assistance  in 
carrying  orders  to  all  parts  of  the  field.     They  were  everywhere,  ex 
posed,  with  characteristic  courage.     Privates  Baron  and  Dcas,  order- 
lie?,  were  also  with  me  in  the  field,  bearing  themselves  with  courage 
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and  intelligence.     The  latter  had  his  horse  shot  in  three  places.     I 
bare  already  transmitted  a  statement  of  our  losses. 
I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  KERSHAW, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  WOFFORD,  COMMANDING  TEXAS 
BRIGADE,  OF  BATTLE  OF  SHARPSBURG. 

HEADQUARTERS  TEXAS  BRIGADE,  September  29,  1862. 

Captain  "W.  H.  SELLERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  performed  by  this  com 
mand  in  th-e  engagements  on  the  evening  of  the  16th  and  throughout 
the  day  of  the  17th  instant,  at  Sharpsburg,  Maryland.  Without 
•referring  to  the  various  positions  which  we  occupied  after  halting  on 
the  field,  on  the  morning  of  the  loth  instant,  our  division  being  in 
rear  of  the  army  from  Boonsboro'  mountain,  this  brigade  was  moved 
from  in  front  of  Sharpsburg,  on  the  evening  of  the  15th,  to  the  right 
and  in  front  of  Mumma  church  ;  this  being  the  left  of  our  line,  and 
where  the  main  and  most  of  the  fighting  had  taken  place  on  the  17th 
instant.  While  we  were  moving  to  this  position,  the  enemy  opened 
a  heavy  fire  upon  us  from  their  long-range  guns,  which  was  continued 
after  we  were  in  position,  and  resulted  in  the  wounding  of  one  lieu 
tenant  and  one  soldier  in  the  fourth  Texas  regiment.  We  remained 
in  this  position  the  balance  of  the  day  and  night  of  the  15th,  and 
until  late  in  the  evening  of  the  16th,  when  we  were  ordered  by  Gen 
eral  Hood  to  move  by  the  left  flank,  through  the  open  field  in  front  of 
the  church,  and  to  its  left,  about  seven  hundred  yafts,  to  meet  the 
enemy,  who,  it  was  then  ascertained,  had  commenced  to  cross  An- 
tietam  creek  to  our  left.  We  there  formed  lino  of  battle,  ai,d  moved 
up  to  a  corn-field  in  our  front,  and  awaited  the  advance  of  the  enemy, 
who  had  by  this  time  opened  upon  us  a  brisk  fire  of  shot  and  shell 
from  some  pieces  of  artillery  which  they  had  placed  in  position  imme 
diately  in  our  front,  and  to  the  left  of  our  lines,  wounding  one  officer 
and  some  dczen  men.  I  feel  it  due  to  truth  to  state  that  the  enemy 
were  informed  of  our  position  by  the  firing  of  a  half  a  dozen  shots 
from  a  little  battery  of  ours  on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  which  hastily 
beat  a  retreat  as  soon  as  their  guns  opened  upon  us.  While  our  line 
of  battle  rested  upon  the  corn-field,  Captain  Turner,  commanding  the 
iifth*  Texas,  which,  was  on  our  right,  had  been  moved  forward  into 
some  woods,  where  he  met  a  part  of  our  skirmishers,  driven  in  by  the 
'Sncmy,  whom  he  engaged,  and  finally  drove  back,  with  the  loss  of  one 
man.  Our  skirmishers,  consisting  of  one  hundred  men,  under  the 
oommaad  of  Captain  Martin,  of  the  fourth  Texas,  who  had  been 
moved  into  the  woods  in  front  and  to  the  left  of  the  fifth  Texas,  were 
hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy,  but  held  their  ground  until  they  had 
expended  all  their  cartridges,  and  then  fell  into  cur  line  of  battle 
about  nine  o'clock  at  night ;  about  which  time  we  were  relieved  by 
•General  Jjawton's  brigade,  and  were  withdrawn  from  the  field  to  the 
woods  in  rear  of  Mumma  church,  for  the  purpose  of  cooking  rations, 
our  men  not  having  received  any  regular  allowance  in  three  days.  It 
was  now  evident  that  the  enemy  had  effected  a  crossing  entirely  to 
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our  left,  and  that  he  would  make  the  attack  on  that  wing  early  in  the 
morning,  moving  his  forces  over  and  placing  them  in  position  during 
the  night. 

At  three  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  the  picket  firing  was 
very  heavy,  and  at  daylight  the  battle  was  opened.  Our  brigade  was 
moved  forward  at  sunrise  to  the  support  of  General  Lawton,  who  had 
relieved  us  the  night  before.  Moving  forward  in  line  of  battle  in  the 
regular  order  of  regiments,  the  brigade  proceeded  through  the  woods 
into  the  open  field  towards  the  corn-field,  where  the  left  encountered 
the  first  line  of  the  enemy.  Seeing  the  Hampton  legion  and  eigh 
teenth.  Georgia  moving  slowly  forward,  but  rapidly  firing,  I  rode 
hastily  to  them,  urging  them  forward,  when  I  saw  two  full  regiments, 
one  in  their  front  and  the  other  partly  to  their  left.  Perceiving  at 
once  that  they  were  in -danger  of  bein£  cut  off,  I  ordered  thc^first 
Texas  to  move  by  the  left  flank  to  their  relief,  which  they  did  in  a 
rapid  and  gallant  manner.  By  this  time,  the  enemy  oa  our  left  hav 
ing  commenced  falling  back,  the  first  Texas  pressed  them  rapidly  to 
their  guns,  which  now  poured  into  them  a  fire  on  their  right  flank, 
centre  and  left  flank,  from  three  different  batteries,  before  which  their 
well  formed  line  was  cut  down  and  scattered,  being  two  hundred  yards 
in  front  of  our  line,  their  situation  was  most  critical.  Riding  back 
to  the  lefc  of  our  line,  I  found  the  fragment  of  the  eighteenth  Georgia 
regiment  in  front  of  the  extreme  right  battery  of  the  enemy,  located 
on  the  pike  running  by  the  church,  which  now  opened  upon  our 
thinned  ranks  a  most  destructive  fire ;  the  men  and  officers  were  gal 
lantly  shooting  down  the  gunners,  and  for  a  moment  silenced  them. 
At  this  time  the  enemy's  fire  was  most  terrific,  their  first  line  of  in 
fantry  having  been  driven  back  to  their  guns,  which  now  opened  a 
furious  fire,  together  with  their  second  line  of  infantry,  upon  our 
thinned  and  almost  annihilated  ranks.  By  this  time,  our  brigade 
having  suffered  so  greatly  tha^t  I  was  satisfied  they  could  neither  ad 
vance  or  hold  their  position  much  longer  without  reinforcements, 
riding  back,  to  make  known  to  General  Hqod  our  condition,  I  met 
with  you,  to  whom  I  imparted  this  information.  By  this  time  our 
line  commenced  giving  way,  when  I  ordered  them  back,  under  cover 
of  the  woods,  to  the  left  of  the  church,  where  we  halted  and  waited  for 
support.  None  arriving,  after  some  time,  the  enemy  commenced 
advancing  in  full  force.  Seeing  the  hopelessness  and  folly  of  making 
a  stand  with  our  shattered  brigade,  and  a  remnant  from  other  com 
mands,  the  men  being  greatly  exhausted,  and  many  of  them  out  of 
ammunition,  I  determined  to  fall  back  to  a  fence  in  our  rear,  where 
we  met  the  long-looked  for  reinforcements,  and  at  the  same  time 
received  an  order  from  General  Hood  to  fall  back  further  to  the  rear,, 
to  rest  and  collect  our  men.  After  resting  a  short  time,  we  were 
moved  back  to  the  woods  in  rear  of  the  church,  from  where  we  ad 
vanced  to^the  fight  in  the  morning,  which  position  we  held  until  late 
in  the  evening,  when  we  were  moved,  by  the  right  flank,  in  the  direc 
tion  of  Sharpsburg,  to  a  place  near  the  centre  of  our  line,  where  we 
remained  during  that  night  and  next  day,  and  until  the  recrossing  of 
the  Potomac  by  our  army  was  ordered.  During  the  engagement  of 
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the  brigade,  on  the  17th  instant,  I  was  drawn  to  the  left  of  oar  line, 
as  it  first  engaged  the  enemy,  who  had  succeeded  in  flanking  as  on  the 
left,  and,  to  escape  from  being  surrounded,  changed  the  direction  to 
left  oblique,  thus  causing  large  intervals  between  the  regiments  on 
the  left  and  right  of  the  line.  The  fifth  Texas,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Turner,  moved  with  spirit  across  the  field,  and  occu 
pied  the  woods  on  our  right,  where  it  met  the  enemy  and  drove  them 
and  held  them  back  until  their  ammunition  was  exhausted,  and  then 
fell  back  to  the  woods,  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade.  The  fourth 
Texas  regiment,  which  in  our  line  of  battle  was  between  the  fifth  and 
first  Texas,  was  moved  by  General  Hood  to  the  extreme  left  of  our 
line  on  the  pike  road,  covering  our  flank  by  holding  the  enemy  in 
check.  This  brigade  went  into  the  action  numbering  eight  hundred 
ancl. fifty-four,  and  lost,  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  five  hundred 
and  sixty — over  one-half. 

"We  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  Majors  Dale,  of  the  first  Texas,  and 
Dingle,  of  Hampton's  legion,  two  gallant  officers,  who  fell  in  th<> 
thickest  of  the  fight.  Also  Captains  Tompkins  and  Smith,  an/t 
Lieutenant  Exum,  of  Hampton's  legion  ;  Lieutenants  Underwood  and 
.Cleaveland,  of  the  eighteenth  Georgia;  Lieutenants  Huffman,  Rus 
sell,  Waterhouse,  Patton  and  Thompson,  of  the  first  Texas.  These 
brave  officers  all  fell  while  gallantly  leading  their  small  bands  on  an 
enemy  five  times  their  number.  They  deserved  a  better  fate  than  to 
have  been,  as  they  were, 'sacrificed  for  the  want  of  proper  support. 
The  enemy,  besides  being  permitted  to  cross  the  creek  with  scarcely 
any  resistance  to  our  left,  were  allowed  to  place  their  artillery  in  po 
sition  during  the  night,  not  only  without  annoyance,  but  without  our 
knowledge. 

Without  specially  naming  the  officers  and  men,  who  stocd  firmly  at 
their  post  during  the  whole  of  this  terrible  conflict,  1  feel  pleased  to 
bear  testimony,  with  few  exceptions, £o  the  gallantry  of  the  whole 
brigade.  They  fought  desperately ;  their  conduct  was  never  sur 
passed.  Fragments  of.  regiments  as  they  were,  they  moved  boldly 
upon  and  drove  before  them  the  crowded  lines  of  the  enemy  up  to 
their  cannon's  mouth,  and,  with  a  heroism  unsurpassed,  fired  upon 
their  gunners,  desperately  struggling  before  yielding,  which  they 
had  never  been  forced  to  do  before. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  reports  of  Captain  Turner,  commanding  tho 
fifth  Texas  regiment;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carter,  commanding  the 
fourth  Texas  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Work,  commanding  the  first  Texas  ; 
Lieutenant  Colonel  RufF,  commanding  the  eighteenth  Georgia,  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Gary,  commanding  Hampton's  legion. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  S.  WOFFORD, 
Colonel  commanding  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF'COLONEL  STAFFORD,  COMMANDING  SECOND 
LOUISIANA  BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  REGIMENT  LOUISIANA  VOLUNTEERS,  ) 
Camp  near  Port  Royal,    Fa.,  January  21,    1863.       J 

Brigadier  General  WILLIAM  B.  TALIAFERRO, 

Commanding  Jackson's  Division  : 

GENERAL  :    I  have    the    honor,  herewith,  to  submit  the  following 
report.     The  brigade,  consisting   of  the   first,   second,   ninth,  tenth, 
fifteenth,  and  Coppens'  battalion  Louisiana   volunteers,  reported  near 
Gordonsville,  on  or  about  the  12th  August,  1862,  and  was   assigned 
to  duty  in  the  division  of  Major  General   T.  J.  Jackson.     Being  the 
senior  colonel  in  the  brigade,  the  command  devolved  upon  me.     1  had 
command  but  one  week,  when  Brigadier    General    W.   E.  Starke  re 
ported  for  duty  and  took  command.     Shortly  after  Brigadier  General 
Starke's  arrival,  we  took  up  the  line  of  march  and  continued   it  until 
we  reached  the  ford  on  the   Rappahannock,  near  Brandy   Station,  on 
or  about  the   2ist  August,    at    which   period    we    found   the   enemy 
strongly  posted  on  the  opposite  bank.     On  the  morning  of  the  22ntl 
we  resumed  the  inarch,  and   crossed  the    Rappahannock   at    Major's 
mill,  on  Hazel  fork,  on  the  25th  ;  passed  through  Thoroughfare  Gap 
on  the  morning  of  the   27th,  and  reached  Manassas   the    same  day. 
That  night  we  fell  back,  and  took  position  near  the  little  farm  called 
GrOveton.     On  the  afternoon  of  the  28th,  the    enemy   appearing  in 
eight,  we  formed  our  line  of  battle  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  overlooking 
Groveton,  and  awaited   his    attack.     The    battle  commenced  at  five 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  lasted  until  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  resulting  in  the 
repulse  of  the  enemy,  we  holding  the  battle-ground.     In  this  engage 
ment,  the   Brigadier   General  commanding  the  division    receiving  a 
severe  wound,  the  command  of  the  division  devolved   upon   Brigadier 
General  W.  E.  Starke,  and  the  command  of  the  brigade  fell  upon  me. 
On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  being  in   reserve,  we   were   not  thrown 
forward  until  about  twelve  o'clock,  at  which  time  we  received  an  order 
to  charge.     Driving  the  enemy  before  us,  we  again  fell   back   to  our 
position,  remaining  in  it  during  the  night.     Oa   the   morning  of  the 
SOth,  Brigadier  General  W.  E.  Starke  ordered  me  to  send  half  of  one 
of  my  regiments  forward  and  occupy  the  railroad   cut  as  a   point  of 
observation,  to  be  held  at  all  hazards.     About   eight   o'clock,  in   the 
morning,  the  en^my   commenced   throwing    forward   large  bodies  of 
skirmishers  into  the  woods  on  our  left,  who  quickly  formed  themselves 
into  regiments  and  moved  forward  by  brigade  to  the  attack,  and  mass 
ing  a  large  body  of  troops  at  this  point,   with  the  evident  design  of 
forcing  us  from  our   position.     They    made  repeated   charges  on   us 
while  m  this  position,  but  were  compelled  to  retire  in  confusion,  sus 
taining  heavy  loss  and  gaining  nothing.     It  was  at  this  point  that  the 
ammunition  of  the  brigade  gave  out ;  the  men  procured  some  from 
the  dead  bodies  of  their  comrades,  but  the  supply  was  not  sufficient, 
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and,  in  the  absence  of  ammunition,  the  men  fought  with  rocks  and 
held  their  position.  The  enemy  retreated,  and  we  pressed  forward  to 
the  turnpike  road,  there  halted  and  camped  for  the  night.  On-  the 
olst  we  took  up  the  line  of  march,  and,  on  the  1st  of  September,  at 
Chantilly,  we  again  met  the  enemy  and  repulsed  them.  We  resumed 
our  line  of  march  ;  passed  through  Dranesville  and  Leesburg ; 
crossed  the  Potomac  on  the  5th  September,  passed  through  Frederick 
City,  Maryland,  and  camped  two  miles  beyond.  Recrossed  the  Poto 
mac  on  the  llth  of  September  at  Williamsport,  passed  through  Mar- 
tinsburg,  thence  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  took  part  in  the  reduction  of 
that  place.  Crossed  the  Potomac  at  Shepherd  at  own  on  the  16th  of 
'September,  and  the  same  evening  formed  line  of  battle,  slept  on  our 
arms  and  in  position,  near  Sharpsburg,  Maryland.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  the  17th  the  engagement  became  general,  continuing 
throughout  the  day,  the  brigade  sustaining  its  part.  It  was  in  this 
battle  that  Brigadier  General  W.  E  Starke  fell,  while  gallantly  lead 
ing  his  command.  Remained  in  line  of  battle  all  night  of  the  17th  ; 
remained  in  position  on  the  day  of  the  18th;  recrossed  the  Potomac, 
near  Shepherdatown,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th;  held  in  reserve  on 
the  20th  ;  went  into  camp,  near  Martinsburg,  on  the  2Ut;  remained 
.in  camp  until  the  28th,  and  moved  to  Bunker  Hill  on  or  about  the 
5th  of  October.  My  command,  the  ninth  regiment  Louisiana  volun 
teers,  was  transferred  from  Starke's  brigade  to  that  commanded  by 
Brigadier  General  Harry  T.  Hays.  No  report  of  casualties  has  been 
received  from  Coppen's  battalion.  Captain  Raine's  and  Captain 
Brockenbrough's  batteries.  Enclosed  find  list  of  casualties  of  the 
'first,  second,  ninth,  tenth  and  fifteenth  regiments  Louisiana  volun 
teers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.   A.  STAFFORD, 
Colonel  commanding  JSngcde. 


REPORT    OF     COLONEL     McRAE,     COMMANDING     GAR 
LAND'S  BRIGADE,  OF  BATTLE  OF  SIIARPSBURG. 

HEADQUARTERS  GARLAND'S  BRIGADE,  Oct.  20,  186  2. 

MAJOR  :  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  of  the  brigade 
in  the  battle  of  17th  September,  near  Sbarpsburg: 

The  brigade  was  moved  from  its  position  on  the  Hagerstown  road 
to  the  support  of  Colquitt'a,  which  was  then  about  engaging  the 
enemy  on  our  left  and  front.  This  was  about  ten  o'clock.  We  moved 
by  the  left  flank  until  we  reached  a  point  near  the  woods  ;  where  line 
of  battle  was  formed  and  the  advance  begun.  Some  confusion  ensued 
from  conflicting  orders.  When  the  brigade  crossed  the  fence  it  was 
iialted  and  formed  and  again  advanced.  Coming  in  sight  of  the  enemy, 
die  firing  was  commenced  steadily,  with  good  will  and  from  an  excel 
lent  position.  But,  unaccountably  to  me,  an  order  was  given  to  cease 
firing,  that  General  Ripley's  brigade  was  in  front.  This  produced 
great  confusion,  and,  in  the  midst  of  it,  a  force  of  the  enemy  appear 
ing  on  the  right,  it  commenced  to  break  and  a  general  panic  ensued. 
[c  was  in  vain  that  the  field  and  most  of  the  company  officers  exerted 
themselves  to  allay  it.  The  troops  left  the  field  in  confusion,  the 
field  officers,  company  officers  and  myself  bringing  up  the  rear.  Sub 
sequently  several  portions  of  the  brigade,  under  Colonel  Iverson, 
Captain  Garnett  and  others,  were  rallied  and  brought  into  action, 
rendering  useful  service.  I  refer  to  their  general  reports  for  this 
conduct. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  F.  McRAE, 
Colonel  commanding  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  PENDLETON,  COMMANDING 
bTARKE'S  BRIGADE,  OF  OPERATIONS  IN  MARY 
LAND. 

HEADQUARTERS  STARKE'S  BRIGADE,      ) 
Camp  near  Martinsb^fg,  October  20,  1862.  \ 

Lieutenant  MANN  PAGE, 

A.  A.  A.  General  First  Division,  Jackson's  Corps  : 

LIEUTENANT:  In  obedience  to  the  order  of  Lieutenant  General 
Jackson,  requiring  of  brigade  commanders  reports  of  tbe  participa 
tion  of  their  commands  in  the  late  engagements  with  the  enemy,  1 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  brigade  in  the  capture  of  Harper's  Ferry  and  the  immediate 
following  battle  of  Sharpsburg,  Maryland: 

Having  marched  from  Martinsburg  about  dawn  on  the  morning  of 
the  1 3th  September,  we  reached  the  vicinity  of  Bolivar  Heights 
where  the  enemy  was  strongly  entrenched,  shortly  after  noon  on  the 
same  daiy  arid  bivouacked  on  the  Charlestown  road,  just  beyond  the 
range  of  his  guns,  until  two  o'clock  the  next  day.  At  that  hour  we 
were  ordered  to  move  by  an  unfrequcritented  road,  to  our  left  and 
almost  at  right  angles  with  the  Charlestown  road,  to  a  position  nearer 
the  Potomac,  supporting  the  Baltimore-battery  of  light  artillery,  com 
manded  by  Captain  Brockenbrough  and  attached  to  this  brigade, 
which  opened  upon  the  enemy  and  continued  its  fire  until  dark,  the 
enemy  responding,  but  without  damage  to  us.  At  8  o'clock,  P.  M., 
when  darkness  entirely  concealed  the  movement,  we  were  ordered  to 
move  forward  in  close  proximity  to  the  Potomac  and  within  close 
range  of  the  enemy's  artillery;  in  obedience  to  which  order,  w 
silently  occupied  a  wooded  ridge  overlooking  the  river  and  along  the 
crest  of  which  a  road  leads  directly  to  the  enemy's  fortified  position . 
The  brigade  being  formed  in  line  across  and  at  right  angles  with  the 
course  of  the  ridge,  we  lay  upon  our  arms  till  nearly  daylight — the 
quietude  of  the  night  being  unbroken  save  by  a  sharp  musketry  fire  of  a 
few  minutes  duration  in  fiont  of  our  right  and  a  few  hundred  yards  dis 
tant,  which  proved  to  have  occurred  between  two  regiments  of  the 
enemy  on  picket  duty,  who  had  mutually  mistaken  each  other  for  foes. 
Shortly  before  dawn  we  resumed  our  position  of  the  evening  before, 
again  supporting  the  Baltimore  battery,  which  reopened  its  fire  and 
delivered  a  few  telling  shots,  some  of  them,  I  regret  to  say,  after  the 
besieged  hoisted  the  white  flag.  It  is  but  justice,  however,  "to  add 
that  from  the  position  we  occupied  the  flag  was  imperceptible,  nor 
were  we  aware  of  the  surrender  until  a  message  was  received  from 
the  Major  General  commanding  directing  a  cessation  of  the  fire. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  not  a  single  casualty  of 
an;y  kind  is  to  be  reported  in  this  brigade  on  that  occasion,  although 
the  result  was  so  glorious  to  our  arms. 
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BATTLE  OF   SHARPSBURG. 

Having  previously  cooked  two  days'  rations,  wo  left  our  bivouac, 
near  Bolivar  Heights,  on  Tuesday,  the  16th  September,  at  two-and-*- 
half  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  took  up  the  line  of  march  by  way  of  Shep- 
herdstown,  again  crossed  the  Potomac,  and  halted  about  noon  in  the 
vicinity  and  to  the  southwest  of  the  town  of  Sharpsburg,  Md.,  where 
we  rested  in  line  of  battle  till  near  sunset,  at  which  time  we  resumed 
our  line  of  march,  and  moved  forward  about  a  mile  to  take  the  position 
assigned  to  us  on  the  extreme  left,  preparatory  to  the  anticipated 
combat  of  the  next  morning.  In  doing  so  we  encountered  the  shell* 
from  three  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  had  the  misfortune,  about 
dark,  to  lose  several  of  our  number,  amongst  whom  was  the  gallant 
young  Gordon,  lieutenant  in  the  ninth  Louisiana  regiment,  and  acting 
assistant  adjutant  general  of  the  brigade,  who  was  killed  by  a  shell, 
which  cut  off  both  his  legs  at  the  thigh. 

Under  command  of  Brigadier  General  Starke,  who  remained  with 
us  constantly,  we  lay  upon  our  arms  all  night,  throwing  out  a  line  of 
skirmishers  in  front  and  to  the  left.  During  the  early  part  of  the* 
night  we  were  much  disturbed  by  several  of  the  enemy's  batteries, 
which,  crossing  their  fire,  cut  the  tree  tops  over  our  heads,  flnd  our 
rest  was  broken  at  intervals  during  the  whole  night  by  occasional  ami 
spirited  firing  between  the  skirmishers.  At  the  break  of  day  on  the  17th, 
the  artillery  reopened,  and  the  rapidly  increasing  rattle  of  musketry 
notified  us  of  the  commencement  of  the  general  engagement  with  a  foe 
vastly  superior  to  us  in  numbers  and  confident  of  an  easy  victory. 
Our  men,  although  much  worn  down  with  long  and  rapid  marches  and 
but  recently  from  the  bloody  field  of  Manassas,  were  again  ready  to 
meet  our  boastful  enemy  with  undaunted  front,  and  when,  at  sever* 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  order  "forward"  was  given,  it  was  heard  with 
enthusiasm  and  obeyed  with  alacrity  from  one  end  of  the  brigade  t>> 
the  other.  We  had  scarcely  emerged  from  the  woods  in  which  we 
had  rested  during  the  night,  when  we  found  ourselves  face  to  face 
•v;itfe  the  enemy,  heavily  massed  and  within  close  musket  range.  Stilt, 
we  charged  forward  in  the  face  of  a  murderous  fire,  which  thinned 
our  ranks  at  every  step,  until  our  progress  was  arrested  by  a  lane,  on 
either  side  of  which  was  a  high  staked  fence,  stretching  along  our 
whole  front,  to  pass  which,  under  the  circumstances,  was  an  impossi 
bility.  The  men,  being  formed  along  this  fence,  kept  up  an  accurate 
and  well  sustained  fire,  which  visibly  told  upon  the  enemy's  ranks, 
and  although  we  suffered  greatly  as  well  from  musketry  in  front  as 
from  a  battery  on  our  left,  which  enfiladed  us  with  grape  and  canister, 
still  not  a  man  was  seen  to  flinch  from  the  conflict.  I>y  some  mistake 
or  misapprehension,  the  troops  which  were  intended,  as  I  have  since 
been  informed,  to  support  us  on  the  left,  failed  to  get  in  position  as  early 
as  was  expected,  and,  our  left  being  unprotected,  we  were  about  to  be 
outflanked,  when  the  order  to  retire  was  given  and  obeyed — the  men 
•withdrawing  in  tolerable  order  and  fighting  as  they  fell  back.  It  was 
in  this  early  part  of  the  engagement  that  our  brave  and  chivalrii? 
leader,  Brigadier  General  William  E.  Starke,  loved  and  honored  by 
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every  man  under  his  command,  fell,  pierced  bj  three  minie  balls, 
and  was  carried  from  the  field  in  a  dying  condition,,  surviving  his 
wounds  but  an  hour. 

The  enemy,  flushed  with  their  supposed  success  in  the  first  onset, 
rent  the  air  with  shouts  and  pressed  upon  us  with  redoubled  energy. 
Their  exultation,  however,  was  but  short-lived.  The  command  of  the 
brigade  having  devolved  upon  Colonel  L.  A.  Stafford,  of  the  ninth 
Louisiana,  he  lost  no  time  in  reforming  our  somewhat  disordered  line, 
when,  other  troops  coming  to  our  support,  we  gathered  our  strength 
for  a  freeh  charge  upon  the  rapidly  advancing  and  exulting  ^foe,  and, 
with  a  determination  to  win  or  die,  hurled  ourselves  against  .his  lines 
with  an  impetus  which  first  staggered,  then  drove  him  flying  from  the 
field,  and  leaving  behind  him  hundreds  of  his  dead  and  wounded. 
The  enemy  being  thus  completely  repulsed  on  his  right,  did  not  again 
offer  to  renew  the  combat  on  that  portion  of  his  lines  during  the  day. 
Later  in  the  day  the  brigade  was  again  called  out  to  support  a  bat 
tery,  when,  in  consequence  of  a  severe  contusion  of  the  foot  received 
by  Colonel  Stafford  early  in  the  action,  which  prevented  his  taking  the 
field,  the  command  devolved  upon  the  undersigned.  Those  who  had 
passed  unharmed  through  the  severe  conflict  of  the  morning  evinced 
again  tfieir  readiness  to  meet  the  foe  by  promptly  taking  the  field, 
though  they  were  not  again  called  upon  to  fire  a  gun. 

I  beg  leave  to  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  gallantry  and  fear 
lessness  displayed  by  Colonel  L.  A.  Stafford,  of  the  ninth  Louisiana 
regiment,  who  commanded  the  brigade  in  the  morning.  Colonel  J. 
M.  Williams,  commanding  the  second  Louisiana  regiment,  was  severely 
wounded  by  a  minie  ball,  which  passed  through  his  chest,  whilst  gal 
lantly  leading  his  regiment  in  the  first  charge.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
M.  Nolan,  of  the  first  Louisiana,  painfully  wounded  in  the  leg, 
remained  at  his  post  during  the  fight,  commanding  his  regiment  with 
coolness  and  bravery.  The  tenth  Louisiana  was  commanded  in  the 
engagement  by  Captain  Henry  D.  Morrill,  who  faithfully  discharged 
the  duty  devolved  upon  him.  It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  not  a  single 
field  officer  in  the  brigade,  who  was  on  duty  on  that  day,  escaped 
untouched.  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  escape  with  only  a  slight  contusion 
of  the  ankle  from  a  spherical  case  shot  which  passed  between  my  feet. 
When  all  did  their  duty  so  heroically,  it  would  seem  almost  invidious  to 
mention  particular  names ;  but,*on  some  other  occasion  which  shall  seem 
opportune,  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  mention  the  names  of  those 
otlicers  who  merit  special  notice.  A  list  of  the  casualties  in  the  dif 
ferent  regiments  composing  this  brigade  has  been  heretofore  fur 
nished. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDMOND  PENDLETON, 
Colonel  Fifteenth  Louisiana  Hegiment,  commanding  Brigade, 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  WALTON  OF  BATTLE  OF  RAPPA- 
HANNOCK  STATION. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  CORPS,  RIGHT  WING,  > 
Department  Northern    Virginia,  August  25,   1863.       > 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  an  order 
received  from  Major  General  Longstreet,  on  the  evening  of  the  22nd 
instant,  accompanied  by  Major  J.  J.  Garnett,  chief  of  artillery  on  the 
staff  of  Brigadier  General  D.  R.  Jones,  and  Captain  C.  W.  JSquiers, 
commanding  the  first  company  of  Washington  artillery,  I  made  a 
reconnoissance  of  the  position  of  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of 
Beverly's  ford  and  Rappahannock  Station,  on  the  Rappahannock 
river,  with  the  view,  as  instructed,  to  place  the  long-range  guns 
under  my  command  in  position  to  open  upon  the  enemy's  batteries 
early  on  the  following"  morning. 

o  / 

Having,  during  the  night,  made  all  necessary  preparation,  at  day 
break,  on  the  morning  of  the  2.3rd,  I  placed  in  position  on  the  left,  as 
Beverly's  ford,  Captain  Miller's  battery,  Washington  artillery,  four 
light  twelve-pounder  Napoleon  guns ;  a  section  of  two  ten-pounder 
Parrott  guns,  under  Captain  Rogers,  and  one  ten-pounder  Parrots 
gun,  under  Captain  Anderson;  and  on  the  hill  in  front  of  General 
D.  R.  Jones'  headquarters,  on  the  right,  Captain  Squiers'  battery 
Washington  artillery,  four  three-inch  rifles  ;  Captain  Stribling's  bat 
tery,  one  three-inch  rifle  and  three  light  twelve  pounder  Napoleon 
guns:  a  section  of  Captain  Chapman's  battery,  one  three-inch  rifle 
and  one  light  twelve-pounder  Napoleon  gun,  under  Lieutenant; 
Chapman;  and  two  Blakely  guns  of  Captain  Maurin's  battery,  under 
Lieutenant  Landry.  The  heavy  fog  prevailing  obscured  the  opposite 
bank  of  the  river  and  the  enemy's  positions  entirely  from  view  until 
about  si?:  o'clock,  A.  M.,  at  which  hour,  the  sun  having  partially 
dispelled  the  fog,  I  opened  fire  from  Captain  Miller's  battery'  upon",  a 
battery  of  long-range  guns  of  the  enemy,  directly  in  front,  at  a 
range  of  about  one  thousand  yards.  By  previous  arrangement,  the 
batteries  on  the  right  and  left  of  Captain  Miller's  position  immedi 
ately  opened,  and  the  fire  became  general  along  the  line.  We  had 
not  long  to  wait  for  the  response  of  the  enemy,  he  immediately  open 
ing  upon  all  our  positions  a  rapid  and  vigorous  fire  from  all  his  bat 
teries,  some  in  positions  until  then  undiscovered  by  us.  The  battery 
engaged  by  Captain  Miller  was  silenced  in  about  forty  minutes,  not 
withstanding  the  long  range  guns  under  Captains  Rogers  and 
Anderson,  on  the  left,  had,  shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the 
engagement,  been  withdrawn  from  action  and  placed  under  shelter  of 
the  hill  on  which  they  had  been  posted,  thus  leaving  the  battery  of 
the  enemy,  which  it  was  intended  these  guns  should  engage,  free  to 
direct  against  Miller,  and  the  batteries  on  the  hill  on  the  right,  a 
most  destructive  enfilading  fire.  At  this  time  Captain  Miller  changed 
position  and  directed  his  fire  against  this  battery,  when  a  battery,  on 
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the  right  of  that  which  had  been  silenced,  opened  upon  him,  sub 
jecting  him  to  a  cross  fire  and  causing  him  to  lose  heavily  in  men  and 
horses.  The  fire  was  continued  by  Miller's  ba-ttery  alone  on  the  left 
until  seven  o'clock,  when,  after  consultation  with  General  Jones,  and 
the  firing  of  the  enemy  having  greatly  slackened,  I  ordered  him  to 
retire  by  half  battery,  which  was  handsomely  done,  in  good  order. 
At  this  time  Lieutenant  Brewer  fell,  mortally  wounded.  The  combat 
<>u  the  ri^ht  was  gallantly  fought  by  the  batteries  there  placed  in  po 
sition.  Captain  Squiers  assumed  comman'd  of  that  part  of  the  field, 
and  won  for  himself  renewed  honors  by  the  handsome  manner  in 
which  he  handled  his  batteries,  and  for  the  good  judgment  and  cool 
ness  he  displayed  under  the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy,  to  which  he  was 
Mubjeeted  during  four  hours,  without  intermission.  I  enclose  here 
with  Cap-uin  Miller's  report  [A]  and  that  of  Captain  Squiera  [B]  (of 
the  operations  on  the  right)  for  reference  and  for  particulars,  to  which 
I  respectfully  ask  the  attention  of  the  General  commanding.  The 
object  s  >ught  to  be  obtained  by  this  engagement,  I  am  happy  to  say, 
was  fully  accomplished  by  driving  the  enemy  from  all  his  positions 
before  nightfall,  and  causing  him  to  withdraw  from  our  frort  entirely 
during  the  night.  1  have  to  lament  the  loss,  in  this  engagement,  of 
a  zealous,  brave  and  most  efficient  officer  in  Lieutenant  Isaac  W. 
.Brewer,  third  company  Washington  artillery,  who  fell  at  the  head  of 
his  section  at  the  moment  it  was  being  withdrawn  from  the  field,  and 
of  many  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates.  The  officers  and 
men,  in  all  the  batteries  engaged,  are  deserving  the  highest  praise  for 
their  gallantry  upon  the  field.  The  attention  of  the  General  com 
manding  is  respectfully  directed  to  those  named  particularly  in  the 
reports  of  Captains  Miller  and  Squiers.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be 
awarded  to  Captain  Miller  and  his  brave  company  for  the  stubborn 
iind  unflinching  manner  in  which  they  fought  the  enemy's  batteries, 
in  such  superior  force  and  position,  on  the  left,  and  to  Captains 
JSquiers  and  Stribling,  and  Lieutenants  Landry  and  Chapman,  on  the 
right.  I  am  indebted  to  Captain  Middleton,  of  Brigadier  General 
Drayton'S  staff,  to  Lieutenant  Williams,  of  General  D.  R.  Jones'  staff, 
iind  to  Lieutenant  William  M.  Owen,  adjutant  Washington  artillery, 
•.*il  of  whom  were  constantly  with  me  under  fire  during  the  engage 
ment,  for  their  valuable  assistance  and  zealous,  fearless  conduct  on 
the  field.  There  are  none  more  brave  or  more  deserving  considera 
tion  than  these  gentlemen.  I  annex  a  list  of  casualties,  [C,]  and 
have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  WALTON, 
Colonel  and  Chief  cf  Artillery,  Right   Wing. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  WALTON  OF  SECOND  BATTLE  OF 

MANASSAS. 

HEADQUARTERS  BATTALION  WASHINGTON  ARTILLERY,  ) 
November  3Uth,  1862. 

To  Major  G.  M.  SORREI.L, 

Assistant  Adjutant   General,  Ri^/it  Wing,  A.  N.  V.  : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  battalion  of  Washington  Artillery,  of  New  Organs, 
under  my  command, "on  the  29th,  30th  and  31st  August  last,  at  and 
after  the  second  battle  of  Manassas  : 

On  the  29th  August,  1862,  the  four  batteries  composing  th?  bat 
talion  were  assigned  and  served  as  follows  :  The  fourth  company,  con 
sisting  of  two  six-pound  bronze  guns,  and  two  twelve-pound  howit 
zers,  under  Captain  D.  F.  Eshleman,  Lieutenants  Norcom,  Battles  and 
Aj>ps.  w^h  Pickett's  brigade  ;  the  second  company,  with  two  six- 
pound  bronze  guns,  and  two  twelve-pound  howitzers,  under  CQpt»in 
Richardson,  Lieutenants  Hawes,  De  Russey  and  Britton,  with  Toomba? 
brigade;  the  first  company,  with  three  three-inch  rifle  guns,  under  Capt. 
0.  W.  Squiers,  Lieutenants  E.  Owens,  Galbraith  and  Brown,  a^'l  the 
third  company,  with  four  light  twelve -pound  guns.  (Napoleon,)  under 
Captain  M  B.  Miller,  Lieutenants  McElroy  and  Hero,  in  reserve. 

About  noon,  on  the  29th,  the  two  batteries  in  reserve  baring  halted 
near  the  village  of  Gainesville,  on  the  Warrenton  and  Ccntiwille 
turnpike,  were  ordered  forward  by  General  Longstreet,  to  engage  the 
enemy  then  in  our  front,  and  near  the  village  of  Groveton.  Captains 
Miller  and  Squiers  at  once  proceeded  to  the  position  indicate  1  by  the 
General  and  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy's  batteries.  Immediately 
in  Captain  Miller's  front,  he  discovered  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  dis 
tant  about  twelve  hundred  yards  Beyond  this  battery,  and  on  a  more 
elevated  position,  were  posted  the  enemy's  rifle  batteries.  He  opened 
upon  the  battery  nearest  him,  and,  after  a  spirited  engagement  of 
three-quarters  of  an  hour,  completely  silenced  it  and  compelled  it  to 
leave  the  field.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  enemy'?  rifle 
batteries,  and  engaged  them  until,  having  exhausted  his  amrnuruion, 
he  retired  from  the  field. 

Captain  Squiers,  on  reaching  his  position  on  the  left  of  Contain 
Miller's  battery,  at  once  opened  with  his  usual  accuracy  upon  the  en 
emy's  batteries.  Unfortunately,  after  the  first  fire,  one  cf  his  ^uns, 
having  become  disabled  by  the  blowing  out  of  the  bushing  of  the  vent, 
was  sent  from  the  field.  Captain  Squiers  then  placed  the  remaining 
section  of  his  battery  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Owen,  and  rode 
to  the  left  to  place  additional  guns  (that  had  been  sent  forward  to  his 
assistance)  in  position.  At  this  time  the  enemy's  infantry  were  en 
gaged  by  the  forces  on  the  left  of  the  position  occupied  by  our  batte 
ries,  and,  while  the  enemy  retreated  in  confusion  before  the  charge  of 
our  veterans,  the  section  under  Lieutenant  Owen  poured  a  destructive 
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fire  into  their  affrighted  ranks.  Scores  were  seen  to  fall,  until  finally 
the  once  beautiful  line  melted  confusedly  into  the  woods.  The  en 
emy's  artillery  having  withdrawn  beyond  our  range,  the  section  was 
ordered  from  the  field.  Both  batteries,  the  first  and  third,  in  this  ac 
tion,  fully  maintained  their  well-earned  reputation  for  skillful  prac 
tice  and  gallant  behavior.  With  this  duel  ended  the  operations  on  the 
left  of  our  line  for  the  day-. 

The  next  morning,  30th  August,  the  second  company,  Captain  J. 
B.  Richardson,  was  ordered  forward  from  ils  position  on  the  Manas- 
sas  Gap  rai^oad  to  join  its  brigade,  (Toombs',)  then  moving  forward 
towards  the  enemy.  Captain  Richardson  pushed  forward  until,  arriv 
ing  near  the  Chinn  house,  ho  was  informed  that  our  infantry  had 
charged  and  taken  a  battery  near  that  position,  but,  owing  to  heavy 
reinforcements  thrown  forward  by  the  enemy,  were  unable  to  hold  it 
without  the  assistance  of  artillery.  He  immediately  took  position  OIL 
the  left  of  the  Chirm  house  and  opened  on  the  enemy,  who  were  ad 
vancing,  rapidly,  in  large  numbers.  After  firing  a  short  time,  he 
moved  his  battery  forward  about  four  hundred  yards,  and  succeeded 
in  holding  the  captured  battery  of  four  Napoleons,  forcing  the  enemy 
back  and  compelling  a  battery  immediately  in  his  front,  and  which 
wasanno3Jng  greatly  our  infantry,  to  retire.  He  then  turned  the 
captured  guns  upon  their  late  owners,  and  at  night  brought  them 
from  the  field,  with  their  horses  and  harness. 

Captain  Richardson,  in  his  report,  makes  special  mention  for  gal 
lantry  of  privates  J.  B.  Cleveland  and  W.  W.  Davis,  who  were  the 
first  to  reach  the  captured  battery,  ajid,  with  the  assistance  of  some 
infantry,  fired  nearly  twenty-five  rounds  before  being  relieved  by  their 
comrades.  Lieutenant  Halves  had  his  horse  shot  under  him  during 
this  battle. 

While  Richardson,  with  the  second,  was  doing  such  gallant  service 
near  the  Chinn  house,  Eshlernan,  with  the  fourth,  with  his  short-range 
guns,  was  doing  good  work  in  the  same  neighborhood.  Following 
his  brigade,  (Pickett's,)  he  shelled  the  woods  in  their  front,  while  they 
advanced  in  line  of  battle  against  the  enemy,  whose  skirmishers  were 
seen  on  the^edge  of  the  wood.  Finding  it  w  >uld  be  impracticable  to 
follow  the  brigade,  owing  to  the  broken  nature  of  the  ground,  he  passed 
rapidly  to  the  right  and  front,  going  intobc.ttery  and  firing  from  every 
elevated  position  from  which  he  could  enfilade  the  enemy,  until  he  In: 
passed  entirely  to  the  right  of  General  Jones'  position.  He  now  held 
a  most  desirable  position,  (overlooking  nearly  the  whole  space  in  front 
of  the  Chinn  house,)  from  which  his  shells  fell  into  the  ranks  of  the 
enemy  with  great  execution.  A  persistent  attack  on  the  front  and 
flank  drove  the  enemy  back  into  the  woods,  and  now  the  immense  clouds 
of  dust  rising  from  the  Centreville  road  indicated  that  he  was  in  full 
retreat.  He  was  directed  by  General  D.  R.  Jones  to  move  forward 
and  shell  the  wood  and  road,  which  he  continued  to  do  until  directed 
by  General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  to  send  a  section  of  his  battery  to  the  hills 
in  front  of  the  Conrad  house,  to  fire  into  a  column  of  cavalry  advanc 
ing  in  his  rear.  The  section  under  Lieutenant  Norcom  was  detached, 
took  position  on  the  left  of  the  Cosrad  house,  and  fired  into  the 
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enemy  until  directed  to   cease  by  General  Stuart,  his  object  having 
been  accomplished. 

The  remaining  section  of  the  battery,  under  Lieut.  Battles,  was 
then  ordered  by  Captain*  Eshleraan  across  the  Sudley  road,  firing  as 
it  advanced,  into  the  retreating  enecny.  At  this  time,  Captain  Estile- 
man's  only  support  was  one  companyr)f  sixty  men  of  General  Jen- 
kins'  sharpshooters,  under  Captain  Lee.  After  a  short  interval,  the 
enemy  again  appeared  in  force  near  the  edge  of  the  wood.  C  tptain 
E.  immediately  changed  his  front  to  the  left  and  poured  into  the  en 
emy's  ranks  tw  >  rounds  of  canister,  with  deadly  effect.  Those  not 
killed  or  wounded  ran  in  disorder.  After  throwing  a  few  shells  into 
the  woods,  Captain  E  retired  about  two  hundred  yards  to  the  rear, 
being  unwilling  to  risk  his  section  with  such  a  meagre  support. 

In  a  few  minutes  an  order  was  brought  from  General  Stuart  di 
recting  the  section  to  be  bronght  again  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Conrad 
hou-e.  It  was  now  dark,  arid  Captain  E.  kept  up,  from  this  last  po 
sition,  a  moderate  fire  until  nina  o'clock,  in  the  direction  of  the 
Centreville  road,  when  he  was  directed  to  retire,  with  Lieutenant 
Korcom's  section,  that  had  joined  him  on  the  field,  and  rest  his  men.. 

Captain  Eshlcman,  in  his  report,  applauds  highly  the-conduct  of  hia 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  men,  to  whose  coolness  and 
judgment  he  was  indebted  for  the  rapid  evolutions  of  his  battery  and 
preci.-iori  of  his  Sre. 

The  next  day,  August  31,  1863,  Lieutenant  Owen,  with  two  guns  of 
the  first  company,  accompanied  General  Stuart,  commanding  cavalry, 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  to  and  beyond  Gerroantowri.  They  came  up 
with  the  enemy  at  several  point*,  driving  him  ahead  of  them  and  cap 
turing  five  hundred  prisoners. 

Captain  Squiers,  on  the  same  day,  with  one  gun,  accompanied  Col 
onel  Hosier  to  Manassas.,  going  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  capturing  a 
large  amount  of  stores,  (quartermasters'  and  surgical,)  ambulances, 
horses,  &c 

My  casualties  in  this  battle  were  one  killed,  private  II.  N.  White, 
of  second  company,  and  nine  wounded. 

Thus  ended  the  operations  of  this  battalion  in  this  great  second  bat 
tle  of  Manassas,  fought  almost  on  the  same  ground  and  in  sight  of 
the  field  where  our  guns  first  pealed  forth  a  little  more  than  a  year 
before. 

I  have  the  satisfaction,  in  conclusion,  to  say,  that  all  the  officers 
and  men  gave,  in  this  important  battle,  renewed  evidence  of  their  de 
votion,  judgment,  and  cool  bravery,  in  most  trying  positions,  lo 
eulogy  of  mine  can  add  to  the  reputation  they  so  worthily  enjoy, 
earned  upon  bloody  fields. 

1  am  under  obligations  to  Lieutenant  W.  M.  Owen,  my  always  de 
voted  and  brave  adjutant,  for  distinguished  services  under  nre,  and  to 
Coi  i  -Sergeant  Montgomery,  whom  I  detailed  to  assist  me  on  the  sev 
eral  di.ys,  for  cool  bravery  and  gallant  deportment  in  carrying  orders 
in  luce  of  the  enemy,  during  the  first  and  second  days. 
I  ha  e  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 
+  J.  B.  WALTON,  Colonel  commanding. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  WALTON  OF  BATTLE  OF  SHARPS- 
BURG. 

0 

HEADQUARTERS  BATTALION  WASHINGTON  ARTILLERY,  / 

December  4,  1862.          \ 

To  Major  G.  M.  SORREL, 

A.  A    General  Right  Wing,  Army  Nc/rthern  Virginia: 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  several  batteries  composing  the  battalion  of  Washington 
artillery,  under  ray  command,  in  the  engagements  before  Sharpsburg, 
Maryland,  on  the  16th  and  17th  September  last: 

On  the  15th  September,  1862,  the  battalion,  attached  to  the  right 
wing  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  reached  Sharpsburg,  Mary 
land.  Here  a  line  of  battle  was  formed,  with  the  Antietam  in  our 
front,  where  the  forces  under  Generals  Leo  and  Longstreet  awaited 
the  approach  of  McClellan's  army. 

The  four  companies  of  this  battalion  were  posted  on  the  line  as 
follows;  the  first  company,  Captain  C.  W.  Squiers,  Lieutenants  E. 
Owen,  Galbraith  and  Brown,  with  two  three-inch  rifles  and  two  ten- 
pounder  Parrott  guns,  on  the  right  of  the  turnpike,  running  through 
the  centre  and  to  the  front  of  the  town  ;  the  third  company,  Cap 
tain  M.  B.  Miller,  Lieutenants  McElroy  and  Hero,  with  four  twelve- 
pounder  Napoleons,  to  the  right  of  Captain  Squiers  ;  to  the  right  of 
Captain  Miller,  across  a  ravine  and  in  an  orchard  in  front  of  General 
D.  R.  Jones'  position,  were  placed  the  second  company,  Captain  J. 
B.  Richardson,  Lieutenants  Hawes.  Britton  and  De  Russey,  with  two 
Napoleons  and  two  twelve  pounder  howitzers;  and  the  fourth  company, 
Captain  B.  F.  Eshleinan,  Lieutenants  Norcom,  Battles  and  Apps,  with 
two  six-pounder  bronze  guns  and  two  twelve-pounder  Howitzers. 

During  the  afternoon,  the  enemy  made  his  appearance  across  the 
Antietam,  and  opened  upon  our  lines  with  his  long-range  batteries. 
We  did  not  reply,  our  guns  riot  being  able  to  reach  his  position. 

The  next  morning,  (16th,)  the  enemy  having  planted  some  batteries 
nearer  our  position  and  becoming  annoying,  1  ordered  tho  batteries 
to  open  all  along  our  line,  and  engaged  him  in  an  artillery  duel.  This 
commenced  at  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  ended  at  twenty  minutes  to 
twelve,  a  period  of  forty  minutes ;  some  of  his  batteries  were  silenced, 
others  we  could  not  reach,  and  having  no  ammunition  to  spare,  we 
ceased  firing,  by  order  of  General  Longstreet,  and  drew  the  guns  un 
der  cover  of  the  hill. 

Captain  Squiers'  battery  of  rifles  was  the  only  one  of  the  battalion 
engaged  in  this  conflict.  Shortly  after  thia,  firing  ceased.  Captain 
Richardson,  having  been  placed  in  a  position  to  watch  the  bridge  on 
the  Antietam,  in  front  of  General  Toombs*  brigade,  with  his  twa 
Napoleons,  opened  fire  with  one  gun  upon  a  column  of  the  enemy,  to 
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the  left  of  the  bridge.     After  firing  five  rounds,  they  retired  out  of  his 
range. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  September,  our  batteries  still  remain 
ing  in  the  positions  of  the  day  before,  the  enemy  crossed  large  bodies 
of  infantry  in  front  of  Captain  Squiers'  position.  They  also  opened 
their  batteries  upon  him.  Paying  little  attention  to  the  artillery 
practice  of  the  enemy,  he  quietly  awaited  the  advance  of  his  infantry 
and  concentratel  his  fire  upon  them,  and  succeeded  in  driving  them 
from  view ;  he  then  withdrew  his  guns  and  allowed  the  batteries  of 
the  enemy  to  expend  much  ammunition.  Shortly  afterwards,  the  ene 
my  advanced  one  regiment  of  infantry.  Captain  Squiers  then  turned 
all  his  guns  and  those  of  Garden's  battery  upon  him,  which  drove  him 
back  ;  he  rallied  a  second  time,  but  again  he  was  driven  behind  his  hill; 
here  be  was  reinforced  and  advanced  again  ;  he  was  again  broken,  but 
rallied  within  four  hundred  yards  of  the  batteries,  from  which  position 
he  deployed  skirmishers  and  annoyed  our  men  with  the  bullets  of  his 
fharpshooters.  He  again,  sounded  the  charge,  and  advanced  within 
canister  range  ;  -we  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  him,  he  broke  and  our 
supports,  under  General  Garnett,  charged  him.  Being  nearly  out  of 
ammunition,  Captain  Squiers  withdrew  his  battery  to  refill  Ms  chests. 

One  ten-pounder  Parrott  gun,  under  Lieutenant  Galbraith,  after 
wards  engaged  the  enemy  on  our  right  until  dark  ;  the  other  ten- 
jrounder  Parrott  was  disabled  during  the  action  and  sent  from  the. field. 

During  the  action  Captain  Squiers  was  deprived  of  the  valuable 
services  of  Lieutenant  E.  Owen,  who  was  wounded  in  the  thigh  by  a 
piece  of  shell,  while  acting  with  his  usual  gallantry  with  his  guns. 
Captain  Squiers,  in  his  report,  compliments  highly  his  Lieutenants 
Owen,  Galbraith  and  Brown,  who  were  in  the  hottest  of  the  action,, 
and  proved  themselves  brave  and  efficient  officers,  worthy  leaders  of 
brave  men. 

Sergeant-major  C.  L.  C.  Dupuy  went  into  action  with  this  battery 
and  did  good  service.  At  quarter  past  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Captain 
Miller's  battery  of  four  Napoleons  was  ordered  from  its  original  posi 
tion  to  a  point  to  the  left  of  the  main  road  and  near  our  centre.  Here 
Captain  Miller  was  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  General  Longstreet, 
who  assigned  him  a  position  He  i  jainediately  opened  upon  the  enemy's 
infantry,  who  were  advancing  upon  our  left  and  front.  Here  he  suffered 
considerably  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters-,  losing  two 
of  hia  gunners  and  several  of  his  cannoneers  wounded,  when,  ascer 
taining  that  the  enemy  was  beyond  effective  range,  he  was  ordered  by 
General  Longstreet  to  cease  firing  and  go  under  cover.  Here  he  re 
mained  twenty  minutes,  when,  the  enemy  again  advancing,  he  ordered 
hia  battery  again  into  position.  Lieutenant  Hero  having  been 
wounded,  and  Lieutenant  McElroy  having  been  left  to  watch  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  on  the  right,  Captain  Miller  found  himself 
the  only  officer  with  his  company,  and,  having  barely  men  enough  left  to> 
work  a  section  effectively,  he  opened  upon  the  enemy  with  two  pieces,; 
with  splendid  effect.  After  an  action  of  half  an  hour,  he  removed 
bis  section  to  a  more  advantageous  position,  an  hundred  yards  to  the- 
front  &ftd  right,  placing  the  remaining  section  under  Sergeant  Ellis, 
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directing  him  to  take  it  completely  under  cover.  He  then  continued 
the  action  until  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted,  when  Sergeant 
Ellis  brought  up  one  of  the  remaining  caissons. 

The  enemy  had  made  txvo  determined  attempts  to  force  our  line,  and 
had  been  twice  signally  repulsed;  they  were  now  advancing  the  third 
time  and  were  within  canister  range,  when  Sergeant  Ellis,  \vho  had 
succeeded  in  rallying  some  infantry  to  his  assistance,  brought  one  of  the 
guns  of  his  section  into  action  on  Miller's  left  and  gave  them  canis 
ter,  with  terrible  effect.  The  three  guns  succeeded  in  checking  the 
enemy's  advance  and  remained  in  action  until  the  ammunition  was 
exhausted,  when  they  were  retired  to  be  refilled. 

After  procuring  the  required  ammunition,  Captain  Miller  was  re-  * 
turning  to  his  former  position,  when  he  was  directed  by  General  Lee 
to  an  elevated  and  commanding  position  on  4he  right  and  rear' of  the 
town,  where*  General  A.  P.  Hill  had  but  just  begun  his  attack.  Here  I 
placed  him  in  charge  of  the  guns  that  had  been  ordered  to  this  posi 
tion,  leaving  Lieutenant  McElroy  to  comfiand  his  section,  and  he 
continued  the  fight  until  its  close  at  nightfall.  Too  much  praise  cannot 
be  bestowed  on  Captain  Miller  for  his  stubborn  defence  of  the  centre 
for  several  hours;  to  Lieutenants  Hero  and  McElroy,  Sergeants 
Ellis,  Bier  (chief  artificer)  and  Dempsey,  (artificer,)  for  their  gallantry. 
This  part  of  the  action  was  under  the  immediate  eye  of  General 
Longstreet,  commanding,  and  his  staff,  who,  when  Captain  Miller's 
cannoneers  were  exhausted,  dismounted  and  assisted  the  working  of 
the  guns.  Captain  Miller  was  compelled,  owing  to  his  loss  in  horses, 
to  leave  one  caisson  on  the  field;  he  endeavored  to  bring  it  off  the 
next  day,  but  it  was  deemed  unadvieable,  it  being  in  range  of  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters,  and  it  was  abandoned  and  subsequently  de 
stroyed.  Captain  Richardson  engaged  the  enemy,  in  his  front,  with 
the  two  Napoleons  of  the  second  company,  until  one  o'clock,  P.  M., 
when  one  of  the  guns  was  disabled  by  a  shot  from  one  of  the  three 
batteries  that  had  been  playing  upon  him,  and  he  withdrew  through 
the  town  of  Sharpsburg  and  joined  his  section  of  howitzers  on  the 
right  and  rear.  Procuring  ammunition  and  replacing  his  disabled 
guns,  he  reported,  with  his  full  battery,  to  General  Toombs,  took 
posit  ion  on  the  right  and  began  filing  at  the  enemy's  infantry,  who, 
at  this  time,  had  crossed  the  bridge  and  were  advancing  in  large  force 
up  the  hill  to  his  left  and  finally  getting  out  of  his  range,  when  he 
retired  to  a  new  position.  I  afterwards  ordered  Captain  Richardson 
forward,  with  his  section  of  Napoleons  and  the  ten-pounder  Parrott 
gun  of  the  first  company,  under  Lieutenant  Galbraith,  to  the  position 
^n  the  right  near  the  guns  under  Miller,  when  he  opened  fire  and 
continued  in  action  until  the  close  of  the  engagement  at  nightfall. 

The  section  of  twelve-pounder  howitzers,  under  Lieutenants  Ha  we* 
and  DeRussey,  were  brought  forward  at  the  same  time  and  assigned  a 
position  by  General  Toombs  near  his  brigade.  Here  they  opened 
on  the  enemy,  at  a  distance  of  five  hundred  yards,  and  continued 
firing  until  the  enemy  was  driven  out  of  range.  Lieutenant  J.  D. 
Britton  was  wounded  in  the  arm,  late  in  the  evening,  after  making 
himself  conspicuous  during  the  action  for  his  coolness  and  soldierly 
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bearing.  Captain  Richardson,  in  his  report,  expresses  himself  en 
tirely  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  his  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers  and  men  ;  they  behaved  in  such  a  manner  as  to  reflect  credit 
upon  the  '*  second,"  and  the  corps  of  which  they  are  a  part.  The 
<*  fourth,"  under  Eshleman,  was  not  idle  during  this  eventful  day, 
when  the  battalion  was  so  actively  and  effectively  employed  About 
noon  on  the  17th,  fee  was  directed  by  General  Jones,  in  front  of  whose 
position  he  was  placed,  to  remove  his  battery  to  a  position  to  guard 
the  ford  below  the  bridge  held  by  General  Toorabs.  The  battery  was 
placed  in  position  between  the  Blackford  house  and  the  ford,  and 
opened  fire  upon  the  enemy,  who  were  crossing  in  force.  A  long- 
range  battery  of  the  enemy,  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  stream, 
opened  upon  and  enfiladed  his  guns,  and  he  was  compelled  to  re 
tire  ;  not,  however,  before  he  had  driven  the  enemy  back  from  the 
ford.  He  then  received  orders  from  General  D.  R.  Jones  to  hold  the 
enemy  in  check,  if  possible,  until  the  arrival  of  General  A.  P.  Hill, 
whose  division  was  near  at  hand.  The  enemy  soon  made  another  at 
tempt  to  cross  with  infantry  and  cavalry.  Captain  Eshleman  took  a 
position  nearer  the  ford  and,  under  cover  of  a  hill,  which  protected  him 
from  the  enemy's  battery,  opened  fire  upon  him  with  case  and  shell.  At 
this  juncture  General  Ponder  arrived,  with  a  portion  of  General  Hill's 
command,  and  came  to  Eshleman's  support.  After  driving  the  enemy 
back  a  second  time,  he  kept  up  a  moderate  shelling  of  the  woods  near 
the  ford  till  night,  when  he  was  ordered  to  retire  and  bivouac.  Cap 
tain  Eshleman  pays  his  Lieutenants,  Norcom,  Battles  and  Apps,  a 
just  compliment  for  their  gallant  conduct  throughout  the  day,  and 
especially  during  the  steady  and  unflinching  defence  of  the  ford. 
His  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  vied  with  their  comrades  of  the 
44  first,"  "  second"  and  "  third  "  companies,  and  added  fresh  laurels  to 
the  high  standing  of  the  corps.  Captain  Squiers,  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  day,  succeeded  in  refilling  the  chests  of  the  remaining  section 
of  his  battery  and  reported  to  General  Toombs  with  his  two  three- 
inch  rifles  and  a  section  each  of  the  Maryland  light  artillery  and 
Riley's  battery,  but  his  services  were  not  then  required.  The  enemy 
had  been  driven  back  at  all  points.  The  casualties  in  this  engagement 
were  four  killed,  twenty-eight  wounded  and  two  missing.  This  closes 
the  imperfect  records  of  the  action  of  the  several  companies  of  the 
battalion  of  Washington  Artillery  in  the  eventful  battle  before  Sharps- 
burg,  Maryland. 

It  \fi  to  be  hoped  the  General  commanding,  under  whose  immediate 
eye  We  fought  on  both  days,  will  find  in  it  enough  to  satisfy  him  that,, 
without  the  incentive  of  revenge  for  wrongs,  the  soldiers  of  Louis 
iana  are  ever  among  the  foremost  in  the  performance  of  patriotic 
duty  to  their  country. 

Always  ready  and  ever  watchful  and  zealous,  Adjutant  N.  M. 
Owen  has  again  placed  me  under  obligation  for  services  on  the  field. 
Frequently,  in  my  capacity  cf  chief  of  artillery,  during  the  two  days, 
had  I  occasion  to  send  him  to  distant  parts  of  the  field,  under  the 
heaviest  fire.  Gallantly  and  unhesitatingly  he  executed  every  order 
Color-Sergeant  Montgomery,  as  at  the  battle  of  Manaesas,  served  me 
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as  aid,  and  was  generally  under  fire  during  the  engagements  of  tb.5> 
two  days.  He  is  a  deserving  and  brave  gentleman.  Ordnance  Ser 
geant  Brazleraan  deserves  special  mention,  for  his  assiduity  and  un 
flagging  devotion  in  supplying  ammunition  and  in  the  performance  of 
all  his  duties.  He,  on  this  occasion,  added  to  his  well  established 
reputation  of  an  intelligent,  brave  and  meritorious  soldier. 
I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  WALTON, 
Colonel  commanding. 


REPOET  OF  COLONEL  CRUTCHFJELD   OF   SECOND  BAT 
TLE  OF  MANASSSAS. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  SECOND  CORPS,  > 
March  14,   1863.      5 

Colonel  CHARLES  J.  FAULKNER, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General: 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  artillery  of  this  army  corps  in  the  engagements 
known  as  the  second  battle  of  Manassas  : 

On  the  afternoon  of  Thursday  our  forces  were  so  disposed  that» 
Sudley  Mills  being  to  their  left  and  front,  the  arc  they  formed  pre 
sented  a  convex  front  towards  the  pike  from  Groveton  to  Centreville, 
along  which  the  enemy  advanced  from  Warrenton.  About  half-past 
four,  P.  M.,  I  think,  I  received  orders  from  General  Jackson  ro  move 
up  the  whole  artillery  force,  which  was  then  lying  around  Sudley 
Mills.  This  I  proceeded  to  do,  leaving  five  pieces  of  Captains 
Caskie's  and  Cutshaw's  batteries  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Catbar- 
pin  run,  in  position  to  command  the  ford  there,  for  the  security  of  the 
wagon  train.  The  batteries  of  Captains  Wooding  and  Garber  (each 
of  four  guns)  got  up  first,  and  went  into  action,  firing  upon  the 
columns  of  the  enemy  advancing  along  the  Warrenton  and  Centre- 
ville  road.  The  head  of  this  column  had  already  reached,  if  not 
passed,  Groveton,  and,  wheeling  off  there  to  its  left,  formed  line  of 
battle  perpendicular  to  the  pike  and  facing  to  tho  rear  of  their  still 
marching  column.  This  line  then  moving  down,  these  two  batteries 
were  withdrawn,  one  by  order  of  General  Jackson,  and  the  other  by 
order  of  Brigadier  General  Taliaferro.  The  other  batteries  did  not 
get  up  in  time  to  participate  in  the  action  before  it  became  an  en 
gagement  of  infantry,  just  near  the  edge  of  the  woods,  under  which 
circumstances  it  was  not  p|ssible  to  get  the  guns  in  position  before 
dark. 

Early  on  Friday,  the  29th,  the  enemy  renewed  the  attack  over 
nearly  the  same  ground,  while  our  troops  occupied  pretty  generally 
the  same  position.  His  infantry  being  repulsed  by  ours,  artillery 
was  thrown  out  in  front  of  our  right  to  complete  it.  The  batteries 
of  Captains  Poague,  Carpenter,  Dement,  Brockenbrough  and  Lati- 
mer,  under  Major  Shumaker,  were  so  engaged,  facing  obliquely 
towards  Groveton,  while  the  battery  of  Captain  Braxton  was  placed 
further  to  our  right,  bearing  on  the  road  from  Groveton  to  Warren 
ton.  in  case  the  enemy  should  advance  from  that  direction,  rather  in 
rear  of  the  other  batteries.  This  did  not,  however,  happen,  and  so 
Captain  Braxton's  battery  was  not  engaged  then.  The  other  batte 
ries  did  not  all  come  into  action  at  once. 

The  enemy  endeavored  to  cover  his  repulse  by  batteries  thrown 
snto  position  to  play  oa  the  first  of  ours  that  opened  on  his  retiring 
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infantry.  Those  were  answered  by  fresh  batteries  of  ours,  and  thus 
began  a,  very  fierce  artillery  duel,  which  lasted  till  about  ten  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  our  batteries  being  gradually  withdrawn,  and  the  enemy  moving 
around  more  to  our  left,  to  select  another  point  of  attack. 

His  next  effort,  later1  in  the  day,  was  directed  against  Brigadier 
General  Gregg's  brigade,  which,  forming  the  light  of  Major  General 
A.  P.  Hill's  division,  joined  the  second  Virginia  brigade,  which 
formed  the  left  of  Jackson's  division.  Thft  being  in  the  woods,  no 
artillery  was  placed  there,  but,  as  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  a  sec 
tion  of  Captain  Pegram's  battery  was  brought  up  and  fired  a  few  shots. 

The  enemy's  next  attack  was  still  further  to  the  left.  At  this  time 
General  A.  P.  IJ ill's  brigades  were  posted  from  right  to  left,  in  this 
order:  Gregg's,  Field's,  Thomas',  Branch's,  Pendcr's  and  Archer's. 
On  the  left  (of  the  line)  was  Captain  Bnixton's  battery  of  six  guns; 
to  the  right  of  General  Archer's  brigade  was  Captain  Crenshaw'd 
battery  of  four  guns  ;  and  to  its  right,  to  the  left  and  rear  of  Gene 
ral  Branch's  brigade,  was  Captain  Latham's  battery  of  four  guns, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Potts.  About  two  o'clock,  P.  M..  the 
enemy  made  nn  assault  upon  the  front  of  Generals  Thomas,  Branch 
snd  Field,  which,  of  course,  (as  was  the  case  with  his  former  and 
subsequent  attacks.)  was  preceded  and  accompanied  by  a  heavy  shell 
ing  of  the  adjacent  woods.  He  also  brougnt  up  two  rifle  guns  on  his 
right,  which  opened  on  the  position  occupied  by  General  Branch's 
brigade,  in  a  clump  of  woods,  while  his  infantry  attempted  to  charge 
across  the  field  in  front.  Their  guns  were  speedily  driven  off  by 
Captain  Braxton's  battery,  which  was  moved  still  further  to  our  left 
for  the  purpose,  and  their  infantry  was  easily  repelled.  In  a  short 
time  the  attack  was  renewed,  over  the  same  ground  and  in  the  samo 
way.  By  this  time,  the  batteries  of  Captains  Crenshaw  and  Latham 
had  been  moved  out  so  as  to  get  an  oblique  fire  on  their  infantry,  and 
also  to  bear  on  the  battery  on  their  right.  The  latter  was  quickly 
forced  to  retire  by  the  fire  of  the  batteries  of  Captains  Braxton  and 
Crenshaw,  \vhile  the  latter,  with  that  of  Captain  Latham,  poured  a 
heavy  fire  on  their  infantry  at  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
distance.  The  attack  was  of  short  duration,  and  they  were  again 
repulsed,  and  this  time  followed  up  by  General  Branch's  brigade.  In 
a  short  time,  after  entering  the  woods,  the  latter  was  driven  out  and 
followed  by  the  enemy,  who  wrere  checked  at  the  edge  of  the  woods  by 
the  fire  of  these  batteries,  and  again  quickly  repulsed  by  fresh  in 
fantry,  (General  Lawton's  division,  I  believe,)  and  General  Branch's 
brigade  was  reformed.  The  fight  then  shifted  more  to  the  right,  as 
General  Hill  ordered  an  advance  of  his  line,  (the  enemy  having  fallen 
back  obliquely  towards  our  right.)  As  Brigadier  General  Pender's 
brigade  advanced  directly  to  the  front,  Captain  Crenshaw's  battery 
was  moved  forward  and  shelled  the  woods  in  front,  while  Captain 
Braxton's  battery  was  moved  around  to  the  right  of  General  Hill's 
line  and  opened  fire  on  the  retiring  enemy  there,  until  General  Hood's 
brigade  drove  the  enemy  from  their  position  on  the  heights  opposite 
Groveton. 

On  Saturday,  the  30th  instant,  this  army  corps  occupied  still  tho 
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position.  About  three,  P.  M.,  the  enemy  attacked  along  our 
front,  having  advanced  from  the  direction  of  Centreville.  In  this 
ittack  his  line  exposed  its  left  flank  to  batteries  on  the  rising  ground 
from  our  right  across  to  the  Groveton  and  Warrenton  pike.  Accord 
ingly,  the  batteries  of  Captains  Johnson,  D'Aquin,  Rice,  Wooding, 
Poague,  Carpenter,  Brockenbrough  and  Latimer  were  30  placed,  in  all 
eighteen  guns,  their  right  joining  the  left  of  General  Longstreet's 
Batteries.  Their  fire  was  directed  upon  the  last  line  of  the  enemy's 
f' trees,  which  was  broken  under  ir<,  just  as  it  nearly  reached  the  edge 
of  the  woods,  and  never  reformed  within  their  range.  As  soon  as  it 
v.-as  observed  to  be  giving  away,  I  moved  forward  Captain  Garber's 
battery  of  four  guns  at  a  gallop,  to  move  down  into  the  plain  below, 
ro  as  to  get  an  enfilading  position  on  -their  other  lines  when  they 
f.hould  be  repulsed  from  the  woods  in  which  they  were  engaged  with 
our  infantry,  and  FO  endeavor  to  convert  the  repulse  into  a  rout. 
Just  as  the  battery  was  getting  into  position  and  the  enemy  began  to 
fall  back  from  the  woods,  Brigadier  General  Early's  brigade  charged 
trom  the  woods  and,  effecting  a  change  of  front  perpendicularly  for- 
••v.ird  to  the  left,  formed  a  line  between  the  battery  and  the  enemy,  so 
that  the  former  could  not  fire.  The  same  movement  checked  also  the 
fire  of  all  the  short-range<Lguns  from  the  hill,  and  so  they  were  with 
drawn,  and  the  othera,- viz:  those  of  Captains  Brockenbrough,  Lari 
mer  and  D'Aquin,  were  at  once  moved  round  to  the  range  of  hills  to 
the  right  of  the  Groveton  and  Centrevil.le  road,  \\here  tho  enemy 
were  concentrating  a  very  heavy  fire  of  artillery  on  General  Long- 
-ireet's  line  Here  they  engaged  the  enemy's  batteries  for  the 
remainder  of  the  fight.  Captain  Wooding's  battery  and  Carpenter's 
v«ere  retained  in  their  first  position,  engaging  the  enemy's  batteries 
~o  soon  as  his  infantry  fell  back,  while  that  of  Captain  Poague  was 
moved  down  the  road  along  our  former  front,  so  soon  as  we  advanced, 
and  opened  on  the  opposing  troops  of  the  enemy  as  the  movement  con 
tinued.  The  five  guns  at  Sudley's  ford,  under  Lieutenant  David 
.Barton  of  Cutshaw's  battery,  were  also  engaged  in  repelling  an  attack 
of  the  enemy  at  that  point,  which  they  did,  supported  by  a  body  of 
cavalry  under  Major  Patrick.  In  this  battle  we  lost  no  guns.  Cap 
tain  Brockenbrough  had  two  disabled,  one  having  burst,  while  the 
vent-piece  of  the  other  was  burnt  out.  One  caisson  was  also  ex 
ploded.  It  is  impossible  to  state  how  many  guns  wero  captured  ;  I 
could  never  find  out;  three  we  got,  I  know  ;  I  saw  four  or  five  others 
on  the  field,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  they  belonged  to  the  enemy, 
or  whether  they  were  guns  that  had  been  exchanged  for  them. 

On  Monday,  1st  of  September,  in  the  battle  of  Ox  Hill  we  had  no 
artillery  engaged.  The  character  of  the  ground  was  such  that  it 
could  not  be  brought  into  action.  Several  batteries  were  posted  so 
e.s  to  check  any  success  of  the  enemy,  but  none  became  engaged. 
The  enemy  had  engaged  only  four  guns,  two  Napoleons  and  two 
howitzers. 

On  the  same  day,WPguns  of  Rice's  battery  took  position  between 
Chantilly  and  Centreville,  with  the  second  Virginia  brigade,  under 
Colonel  Bradley  T.  Johnson.  They  had  a  slight  engagement  with 
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the  enemy,  I  know;  but  I  was  not  there,  and  do  not  know  the  pa: 
ticulars.     I  presume  Colonel  Johnson's  report  will  show. 
I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  CRUTCHFIELD, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery  of  Second  Corps. 


REPORT  OF   COLONEL    CRUTCHFEILD    OF  CAPTURE  OF 
HARPER'S  FERRY  AND  BATTLE  OF  SHARPSBURG. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  SECOND  CORPS,  > 
April   16,   1863.      J 

Lieutenant  Colonel  C.  J.  FAULKNER, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  artillery  of  this  army  corps  in  the  capture  of  Har 
per's  Ferry  and  battle  of  Sharpsburg,  in  September,  1862  : 

On  Saturday,  September  13,  1862,  the  command  ot  Lieutenant 
General  Jackson  appeared  before  Harper's  Ferry,  on  the  southern 
side,  having  approached  it  from  Martinsburg.  That  day  was  spent 
in  reconnoissance.  On  Sunday  a  cannonade  was  opened  on  the 
enemy  from  the  batteries  of  Brigadier  General  John  G  Walker  from 
Loudoun  Heights,  and  from  those  of  Major  General  McLaws  from 
Maryland  Heights.  The  enemy  were  strongly  entrenched  on  Bolivar 
Heights  and  just  around  the' house  of  the  former  superintendent  of 
the  armory.  At  the  latter  ^>lace,  his  fire  was  pretty  well  silenced  late 
in  the  day.  Towards  the  close  of  the  afternoon  a  general  advance 
was  made"  on  the  place.  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division  moved 
along  th^  west  bank  of  the  Shenandoah,  that  of  Major  General  Ewell, 
commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Lawton,  was  on  the  left  of  General 
Hill's,  -while  Jackson's  division,  commanded  by  Colonel  Grigsby,  ap 
proached  OQ  the  road  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  Shepherdstown.  The 
early  approach  of  night  prevented  any  serious  engagement.  During 
the  nigho  ten  guns,  fiom  the  batteries.of  Captains  Dement,  Brown, 
Garber  and  Latimer,  were  moved  up  the  Shenandoah,  and,  crossing 
at  Kclley's  ford,  moved  down  on  the  other  side  until  opposite  the  left 
of  the  enemy's  line  of  entrenchments.  This  position,  although  com 
manded  perfectly  by  Bolivar  Heights,  yet  secured  a  fire  into  the  rear 
of  the  enemy's  works  on  his  left,  where  he  had  a -work  with  an  em 
brasure  battery  of  four  guns,  but  open  in  tfce  rear,  and  the  first  point 
of  his  works  to  be  encountered  by  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill  This 
work  gained,  his  other  works  were  untenable.  A  road  having  t»  be 
cut  for  these  ten  guns  prevented  their  opening  at  daybreak,  as  Gen 
eral  Jackson  had  ordered.  The  attack  was  begun*  by  a  battery  of 
eight  guns  in  front,  and  rather  to  the  right,  of  this  work,  from  the 
batteries  of  Captains  Pegram,  Mclritosh,  Davidson  and  Braxton,  of 
Major  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division.  In  a  short  time  the  guns  of 
Captains  Brown,  Garber,  Latimer  and  Dement,  being  in  position, 
their  fire  was  directed  against  this  work  from  the  rear.  Its  battery 
was  quickly  silenced,  the  men  running  from  their  guns,  but  returning 
to  them  in  a  short  time  after  the  guns  directed  on  the  work  were 
brought  to  bear  on  the  enemy's  infantry  in  his  entrenchments.  These 
pieces  were  therefore  again  directed  on  the  work,  and,  in  something 
less  than  an  hour,  its  fire  was  completely  silenced.  Our  guns  being 
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again  turned  on  the  enemy's  infantry,  they  soon  began  to  fall  back 
from  their  entrenchments  in  great  confusion,  and  the  white  flag  was 
raised  over  their  works. 

The  captured  guns  being  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster  for  re 
moval,  I  can  make  no  exact  return  of  the  number.  We  had  none 
disabled,  and  of  course  lost  none. 

On  reaching  Shepherdstown,  late  next  evening,  I  met  Brigadier 
General  W.  N.  Pendleton,  who  desired  »e  to  return  to  Harper's 
Ferry  and  endeavor  to  get  together  batteries  of  the  captured  guns 
Hnd  such  ammunition  as  I  could,  and  send  it  to  Shepherdstown  or  to 
the  battle-field  of  Sharpsburg,  as  our  ordnance  supplies  were  getting 
short  and  our  batteries  in  an  inefficient  condition,  from  hard  march 
ing  and  previous  fighting.  I  therefore  returned  to  Harpers  Ferry. 
After  much  difficulty  I  found  the  quartermaster  in  charge  of  the  cap 
tured  guns,  and  found  that  he  had  been  busy  in  removing  them,  and 
in  so  doing  had  mis-matched  the  caissons,  limbers  and  guns,  to  such 
an  extent  that,  after  vainly  spending  half  the  day  at  it,  I  gave  up  the 
task  of  getting  together  any  batteries  from  among  them.  The  bat 
teries  of  Captains  Brown,  Dement  and  Latimer  had  been  left  at 
Harpers  Ferry  as  disabled,  on  account  of  the  condition  of  their 
horses.  I  therefore  had  horses  turned  over  to  them,  filled  them 
up  with  ammunition,  exchanged  two  of  Captain  Latimer's  ten-pounder 
Parrott's,  whose  vent  pieces  had  burned  out  in  the- action  of  the  day 
before,  for  two  three -inch  rifles  of  the  captured  guns,  and  started 
them  for  the  battle-field,  going  on  ahead  nn  self.  I  got  there  too  late 
in  the  evening  to  be  able  to  give  any  report  of  the  battle.  In  it, 
however,  we  lost  no  guns.  Captain  Thompson's  (then  Captain 
D'Aquin's)  battery  captured  one  ten-pounder  Parrott,  which  they 
brought  off.  In  recrossing  the  Potomac,  a  forge  belonging  to  Captain 
Orenshaw's  battery  and  a  caisson  belonging  to  Captain  Brocken- 
brough's  were  lost  on  this  side  of  the  river  from  the  sheer  exhaustion 
of  the  horses,  both  rolling  down  a  cliff  on  the  side  of  the  road. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  CRUTCHFIELD, 
Colonel  and  Chirf  of  Artillery  Second  Corps, 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  S.  D.  LEE  OF  SECOND  BATTLE  OF 

MANASSAS. 

HEADQUARTERS  BATTALION  LIGHT  ARTILLERY,  ) 
Camp  near  Winchester ',  October  2,  1 80' 2.       ) 

Lieutenant  Colonel  R.  H.  CHILTON, 

Adjutant  Central,  Army  Northern  Virginia  : 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  battalion  of  artillery  under  my  command  in  the  battle 
of  Manussas  Plains,  August  i3(>th,  1362: 

The  battalion  received  orders  on  the  evening  of  the  2;Hh,  near 
Thoroughfare  Gap,  to  march  to  the  front  during  the  night,  and,  after 
a  tedious  inarch,  encamped,  about  dawn  on  the  meriting  of  the  3Uth, 
on  the  pike  leading  from  Gainesville  to  stone  bridge,  and  about  two 
miles  from  Gainesville.  Soon  after  daylight,  I  found  that  our  bivouac 
was  on  the  battle-field  of  the  previous  evening  and  near  our  advanced 
division  on  picket.  The  enemy  showing  every  disposition  to  attack 
us,  upon  consultation  with  Brigadier  General  J.  B.  Hood,  and  at  hia 
suggestion,  I  placed  my  batteries  (four)  on  a  commanding  ridge  imme 
diately  to  hit  left  and  rear.  In  the  general  line  of  battle  this  ridgo 
was  about  the  centre,  Jackson's  corps  being  immediately  on  my  left 
andLongstreet'sonmy  right.  It  was  an  admirable  ridge  of  over  a  quar 
ter  of  a  mile,  generally  overlooking  the  ground  in  front  of  it  for  some 
two  thousand  yards.  This  ground  was  occupied  by  several  farrnsr 
with  corn  fields,  orchards,  fences,  &c.,  making  it  much  desired  by  the 
enemy  for  their  skirmishers,  the  ground  being  quite  undulating. 
Opposite  the  ufc  cf  the  ridge,  and  distant  about  one  thousand  three 
hundred  yards,  was  a  strip  of  timber  with  quite  a  fall  of  ground 
behind  it;  Between  this  strip  and  General  Jackson's  right  (along  an 
old  railroad  excavation)  was  an  open  field. 

About  seven,  A.  M.,  a  regiment  >f  the  enemy's  infantry  made  its 
appearance  some  two  thousand  yards  distant,  when  a  few  shots  were 
fired  from  my  long  range-guns  in  position,  causing  thorn  to  move. 
This  fire  was  responded  to  by  three  long-range  batteries  of  the  enemy. 
During  the  morning,  -whenever  the  infantry  of  the  enemy  showed 
itself  it  WiiS  fired  on  by  our  guns,  which  fire  always  elicited  a  reply 
from  the  artillery  opposed  to  us,  doing  us  but  little  d  image,  and 
resulting  in  driving  the  enemy  back.  About  twelve,  M.,  the  enemy 
attempted  an  advance,  driving  in  our  skirmishers  in  a  spirited  man 
ner,  and  occupying  the  orchard  in  ray  front.  They  soon  came  within 
reach  of  our  howitzers,  when  a  few  discharges  of  spherical  case  drove 
them  back,  and  our  skirmishers  resumed  their  original  position. 

During  the  moining  the  enemy  had  massed  his  infantry  behind  the 
timber  before  mentioned,  with  a  view  to  turn  our  left,  and,  about  four 
P.  M.,  Wiovtd  from  out  these  woods  in  heavy  lines  of  attack  on  Gen 
eral  Jackson's  position.  The  left  of  the  ridge  was  held  by  Kubank'g 
battery  of  four  smooth  bores,  who  opened  on  the  enemy  as  soon  as  he 
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discovered  their  advance.  At  the  same  time  I  shifted  to  his  assistance 
with  two  howitzers  of  Parker's  battery,  two  of  Rhett's  battery,  and 
one  of  Jordan's  battery.  At  the  same  time,  I  directed  nine  other 
pieces,  mostly  rifles,  on  the  right  of  the  ridge,  under  Captains  Jordan 
and  Taylor,  to  change  their  position  so  as  to  fire  on  the  enemy  in 
flank  and  on  the  woods  containing  their  reserves.  With  these 
eighteen  guns,  a  continuous  fire  was  kept  up  on  the  enemy  during  his 
attack,  which  lasted  about  half  an  hour. 

His  reserves  moved  twice  out  of  the  woods  to  the  support  of  the 
attacking  columns,  and  twice  were  they  repulsed  by  the  artillery  and 
driven  back  to  the  woods.  After  the  reserves  failed  to  reach  the  front 
or  attacking  columns,  they  were  repulsed  and  endeavored  to  rally  in 
the  open  field,  but  the  range  of  every  part  of  the  field  was  obtained 
and  a  few  discharges  broke  them  in  confusion  and  sent  them  back  to 
the  woods. 

Finding  that  my  batteries  were  troubling  them,  they  attempted  to 
charge  them,  three  regiments  starting  for  them.  They  were  repulsed, 
•aome  of  their  dead  being  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  guns. 

While  firing  on  the  infantry,  two  batteries  of  the  enemy  were  firing 
a i-  us,  but  generally  overshot  us. 

Our  position  was  an  admirable  one,  and  the  guns  were  well  served. 
Two  of  my  batteries  were  firing  for  the  first  time,  but  did  remarkably 
well.  J  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of  officers  and 
men  under  my  command — all  behaved  well,  exhibiting  coolness  and 
courage. 

I  would  mention  the  following  officers  as  having  especially  attracted 
my  attention  by  their  good  conduct,  viz  :  Major  Del.  Kemper,  who 
had  his  right  arm  shattered  by  a  minie  ball,  Lieutenant  and  Adju 
tant  W.  11.  Kemper,  Captains  J.  8.  Taylor,  Jordan,  Parker  and 
Eubank,  Lieutenant  Elliot,  commanding  Rhett's  battery,  Lieutenants 
Taylor,  Gilbert,  Brown,  Ficklin  and  Oakum,  the  latter  of  Grimes' 
battery,  with  two  Parrott's  attached. 

The  casualties  are  as  follows : 

M*jor  Del.  Kemper,  wounded  in  right  arm,  severely. 

Parker's  battery — Wounded :  Sergeant  James  Jones,  in  arm  and 
dide,  blight;  Private  David  E.  Richardson,  in  thigh,  slight. 

Rhett's  battery — Wounded:  Privates  M.  P.  Costello,  in  leg,  Alight, 
and  G.  T.  Jones,  in  leg,  slight;  Sergeant  Marshall,  in  leg,  slight. 

Total  wounded,  six. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  D.  LEE, 
Cvi.  Artillery  9  C.  S.  A.y  commanding  Battalion  Light  ArtiLery. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  S.  D.  LEE  OF  BATTLE  OF  SHARS- 

BURG. 

HEADQUARTERS  BATTALION  RESERVE  ARTILLERY,  ) 
Camp  near  Winchester,  Oct.  11,  1862.      I 

Major  G.  M.  SORREL, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  Eight  Wing  : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  render  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  battalion  of  artillery  under  my  orders  in  the  battle  of 
Sharpsburg : 

The  battalion  crossed  the  Antietam  about  eight,  A.  M.,  September 
15th,  and,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  General  Longstreet,  with  the 
exception  of  Eubank's  battery,  took  position  on  the  bluffs  to  the  left 
of  the  pike,  facing  the  Antietam.  Eubank's  battery,  in  compliance 
with  a  written*  order  of  General  Longstreet,  held  by  the  adjutant 
general  of  Toombs'  brigade,  was  sent  to  report  to  General  Toombs  at 
the  lower  bridge,  and  remained  with  his  brigade  until  the  army  re- 
cro£ sed  the  Potomac.  Nothing  of  interest  occurred  during  the  morn 
ing.  About  one,  P.  M.,  the  infantry  of  the  enemy  made  its  appearance 
across  the  creek,  and  was  fired  on  by  my  long-range  guns,  causing 
them  to  move  back.  The  enemy  soon  brought  up  several  long-range 
butteries,  with  which  they  opened  upon  our  guns  whenever  they  fired 
on  their  infantry.  Nothing  resulted  from  this  firing  except  to  make 
their  infantry  change  position.  The  guns  engaged  were  two  rifle 
pieces  of  Parker's  battery,  two  of  Rhett's  battery,  under  Lieutenant 
Klliot,  and  one  of  Jordan'**  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Bower.  They 
Yv-ore  exposed  to  a  hot  fire.  Several  men  were  slightly  wounded  and 
several  horses  disabled.  During  the  night,  the  battalion,  excepting 
Moody's  battery,  shifted  further  to  the  left  of  our  line,  taking  a  shel 
tered  position  on  the  Sharpsburg  and  Hagerstown  pike  in  front  of  a 
church,  and  remained  during  the  day,  the  enemy  making  no  offensive 
demonstration  until  near  sundown.  Since  early  in  the  morning, 
they  appeared  engaged  in  massing  their  troops  opposite  our  left,  and, 
towards  evening,  endeavored  to  get  into  position  to  turn  our  left, 
bringing  on  quite  a  severe  skirmish.  Two  howitzers  of  Rhett's  bat- 
tory  took  part  in  the  skirmish;  but  it  soon  became  too  dark  to  con 
tinue  the  firing. 

It  was  now  evident  that  the  enemy  would  attack  us  in  force  on  our 
left  at  daylight,  compelling  us  to  change  our  line,  and  give  him  an 
opportunity  to  use  his  long-range  batteries  across  the  Antietam, 
enfilading  our  new  position.  The  action  commenced  about  three,  A. 
M.,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  between  the  skirmishers.  Wool- 
folk's,  Parker's  and  Rhett's  batteries  were  placed  in  position  in  front 
of  the  church  on  the  right  of  the  Sharpsburg  and  Hagerstown  pike, 
and  opened  on  the  enemy  at  daylight.  These  batteries  were  com 
pelled  to  fire  over  our  infantry,  but  fired  with  effect.  A  con 
tinuous  fire  was  kept  up  until  about  quarter  past  eight,  A.  M.,  when 
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the  enemy  gave  way,  and  our  firing  ceased   as  our  infantry  followed 
in  pursuit. 

The  batteries  above  mentioned,  while  engaged,  were  exposed  to  ar. 
enfilade  fire  of  about  twenty  rifle  guns  from  across  the  Antietam,  t\v; 
batterie-s  in  their  front,  and  the  nre  of  the  infantry  of  the  enemy, 
most  of  the  time  about  five  hundred  yards  distant.  They  suffered 
very  heavily,  and  had  exhausted  most  of  their  ammunition.  I  should 
have  mentioned  that  two  guns  of  Jordan's  battery,  under  Lieutenan* 
Bower,  were  sent  to  an  advanced  position  under  Captain  John  8 
Taylor,  but  had  to  retire,  owing  to  their  exposed  position  and  the  fire 
of  several  batteiies  against  them.  About  this  time  I  ordered  Rhett's 
battery  to  the  rear  for  ammunition,  and  Parker's  and  Woolfolk's  bat 
teries  to  move  slightly  to  the  rear  to  refit — many  horse^  and  men 
being  killed.  They  could  only  move  the  pieces  otT  by  leaving  portions 
of  the  caissons,  so  many  of  the  horses  had  been  disabled.  About  this 
time,  (nine,  A.  M.,)  Moody's  battery,  which  had  been  engaged  near 
the  centre  of  our  line,  arrived  and  reported,  and  I  placed  it  in  position 
on  the  ground  previously  occupied  by  Parker's  battery* 

General  Hood's  division,  which  followed  the  enemy  when  he  gav* 
way,  not  being  supported,  was  compelled  to  fall  back  before  their 
overwhelming  numbers — the  enemy  having  gained  his  rear  arid  occu 
pying  a,  position  almost  between  his  retiring  troops  and  Moody's  bat 
tery,  liis  troops  fell  back  so  suddenly,  and  were  so  near  to  ths 
enemy,  that  it  was  impossible  to  use  the  battery.  This  being  the 
case,  I  advanced  two  guns  of  Moody's  battery  some  three  hundre  : 
yards  ir.to  a  ploughed  field,  where  1  could  use  them.  They  remaine-i 
in  this  position,  and  did  good  service  for  about  fifteen  minutes,  under 
Captain  Moody  and  Lieutenant  Gary.  This  section  was  exposed  to  a 
most  Calling  infantry  fire,  and  retained  its  position  till  the  infantry 
on  its  right  and  left  retired,  when  I  ordered  it  to  the  rear.  The  gui- 
lant  Lieutenant  Gary  was  killed,  being  shot  in  the  head  by  a  mini* 
ball  as  he  was  sighting  his  piece  for  its  last  discharge.  The  section, 
with  which  he  was  serving  was  not  his  own,  but,  seeing  it  going  to  a: 
exposed  position,  asked  permission  to  accompany  it.  A  more  gallau: 
officer  was  not  in  our  service.  « 

Our  troops  having  to  fall  back  rapidly,  my  guns  were,  by  directio:- 
of  General  D.  II  Hill,  retired  to  the  ridge  of  hills  across  the  Sharps- 
lurg  and  llagerstown  turnpike,  and  between  the  church  and  Sharps- 
burg,  and  fired  for  a  short  time.  General  McLaws'  division  arriving 
at  this  time  and  going  into  action,  I  moved  the  battalion  about  a  mile, 
from  the  field  to  refit.  It  was  now  about  ten,  A.  M.  About  three, 
P.  M.,  the  batteries  having  refitted  and  replenished  with  ammunition, 
I  again  moved  to  the  front  with  twelve  guns — all  that  could  br 
manned — and  received  orders  from  one  of  General  Longstreet's  aid* 
to  take  position  in  front  of  the  village  of  Sharpsburg,  to  the  right  and 
left  of  the  turnpike,  relieving  Colonel  Walton,  of  the  Washington 
Artillery  of  New  Orleans.  Four  of  Moody's  guns  were  placed  on  the 
right  of  the  village  ;  two  of  Parker's  and  two  ot  Jordan's  were  place<i 
on  the  left ;  Rhett's  two  pieces  were  placed  on'  a  ridge  to  the  left  of 
the  village,  on  the  Sharpeburg  and  llagerstown  pike.  These 
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in  their  respective  positions,  did  good  service.  Those  in  front  of  the 
village  were  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry — the 
sharpshooters  of  the  enemy  being  within  two  hundred  yards,  of  them 
during  the  entire  evening.  The  guns  of  Moody's  battery,  in  connec 
tion  with  Squiers'  battery  of  the  Washington  Artillery  of  New  Or 
leans,  repelled  some  six  or  eight  attempts  of  the  infantry  of  the 
enemy  to  take  our  position.  At  one  time  their  infantry  was  within 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  our  batteries,  when,  by  a  charge  of 
our  supporting  infantry,  they  were  driven  back.  Two  guns  of 
Moody's  battery,  with  Garnett's  brigade,  drove  the  enemy  from  the 
ridge  to  the  left  of  the  village,  after  they  had  taken  the  ridge  from 
our  troops.  The  guns  retained  their  position  in  front  of  the  village 
till  our  troops  were  driven  into  the  village  on  the  right,  when,  by 
direction  of  General  Garnett,  they  withdrew.  The  enemy  vvere  after 
wards  repulsed  from  the  village,  and  the  hill,  for  a  short  time,  was 
reoccupied  by  Captain  Thomas  Garter's  battery.  It  was  now  near 
dark,  and  the  hill  was  held  but  by  a  few  infantry. 

Captain  Eubank's  battery  not  being  with  me,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
epeak,  from  personal  observation,  of  his  action,  but  General  Toombs 
informed  me  that  he  and  his  company  did  good  and  gallant  service. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  battalion  behaved  with  the  utmost  gal 
lantry.  During  the  entire  time  engaged  they  were  exposed  to  » 
heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  as  is  shown  by  the  list  of  casualties  ea- 
closed.  Out  of  about  three  hundred  men  who  went  into  action, 
eighty- six  casualties  occurred,  and  sixty  horses  were  disabled. 

In  the  morning  the  battalion  was  engaged  during  the  severe  fight, 
before  our  reinforcements  came  up  on  the  left,  and  was  the  only 
artillery  engaged  with  General  Hood's  division.  In  the  evening  it 
was  engaged  in  front  of  the  village,  and  on  the  right  when  the  fight 
was  the  heaviest. 

I  regret  to  state  that  Captain  Woolfolk's  battery  lost  a  gun  on  the 
field.  It  was  on  the  left  in  the  morning  when  our  lines  gave  way  be 
fore  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy.  The  four  horses,  two 
drivers  and  four  cannoneers  at  the  piece  were  disabled,  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  the  battery  could  be  moved.  I  do  not  attach  any 
blame  to  the  captain.  The  piece  could  not  be  recovered,  owing  to 
the  proximity  of  the  enemy,  though  several  attempts  were  made. 

Captain  John  S.  Taylor,  C.  S.  Artillery,  temporarily  attached  to 
my  staff,  was  killed  in  the  morning  while  gallantly  discharging  his 
duties.  He  was  entirely  fearless,  and  always  sought  the  post  of 'dan 
ger;  and  his  exampled  did  much  towards  inspiring  his  daring  in  all 
around  him.  Though  generally  all  behaved  well,  I  will  particularly 
mention  the  following  as  having  attracted  my  attention  by  distin 
guished  gallantry  :  Captains  J.  V.  Moody,  Parker  and  Woolfolk  ; 
Lieutenant  Elliot,  commanding  Rhett's  battery  ;  Lieutenants  Gilbert 
<•  and  Fickling,  Rhett's  battery ;  Lieutenant  Parkenson,  Parker's  bat 
tery,  severely  wounded  in  the  leg ;  Lieutenant  Sillers,  Moody's  bat 
tery  ;  Sergeants  Conroy  and  Price,  and  Corporals  Gaulin  and 
Donoho,  Moody's  battery.  I  would  also  mention  Lieutenant  Mad- 
dox,  of  Colonel  Cutts'  battalion  of  artillery,  who  had  two  guns  under 
25 


B5.y  "Command,  and  behaved  with  great  gallantry.     My  adjutant,  Lieu 
tenant  W.  H.  Kemper,  Alexandria  Artillery,  was  of  great  assistance 
to  m<.,%  and  exhibited  gallantry  and  coolness  in  an  eminent  degree. 
Enclosed  is  a  list  of  casualties.  ^ 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  D.  LEE, 
Colonel  of  Artilkry  0.  S.  A.,  commanding  Battalion. 


SIGNAL  REPORTS—REPORT  OF  J.  L.  BARTL^TT. 

[HARPER'S  FERRY,  No.  1.] 

SUNDAY,  September  14,  1862. 

My  signal  flag  was  up  at  daylight,  and  my  glass  bearing  on  Lou- 
doun  Heights. 

After  sunrise,  Major  Paxton  sent  the  following : 

"  Artillery  coming  up  road  to  be  repaired."  Before  delivering  thig 
message  I  asked,  *<  what  artillery  and  what  road  ?"  Major  Paxton 
answered,  "  Walker's,  and  up  mountains."  About  ten,  A.  M.,  comee 
another  despatch  from  Loudoun  Heights.  "  Walker  has  his  six  rifle 
pieces  in  position;  shall  he  wait  for  McLaws?"  General  Jackson  an 
swers,  ".Wait."  General  Jackson  and  Colonel  Snead  then  come  tc 
signal  station,  and  the  General  dictates  the  following  : 


[HARPER'S  FERRY,  No.  2.] 

SUNDAY,  September  14,  1862V 
To  Generals  McLAWS  and  WALKER  : 

If  you  can,  establish  batteries  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  hill  west 
of  Bolivar,  and  on  which  Barbour's  house  is,  and  any  other  position 
where  he  may  be  damaged  by  your  artillery,  and  let  me  know  when 
you  are  ready  to  open  your  batteries,  and  give  me  any  suggestions  by 
which  you  can  operate  against  the  enemy;  cut  the  telegraph  line  down 
the  Potomac,  if  it  is  not  already  done;  keep  a  good  lookout  against  a  Fed 
eral  advance  from  below  ;  similar  instructions  will  be  sent  to  General 
Walker.  I  do  not  desire  any  of  the  batteries  to  open  until  all  arc 
ready  on  both  sides  of  the1  river,  except  you  should  find  it  necessary, 
of  which  you  must  judge  for  yourself.  I  will  let  you  know  when  to 
open  all  the  batteries. 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Major  General  commanding.. 

Addendum. — If  you  have  not  rations,  take  steps  at  once  to  supply 
vourself ;  have  beef  driven  to  your  command  so,  that  you  may  have 
enough.  General  JACKSON. 


[HARPER'S  FERRT,  No.  3.] 

General  Jac^on  and  staff  then  go  to  the  left.     I  receiie^  soon  afte* , 
the  following :     "  General  McLaws  informs  me  that  th&  qaemy  are  m 
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his  rear,  and  that  he  can  do  but  little  more  than  he  has  done.     I  am 
now  ready  to  open. 

(Signed,)  "  General  WALKER." 

There  being  no  courier  at  the  post,  I  carried  this  message  to  the 
General,  and  find  him  in  front  on  the  left.  He  gives  me  an  answer, 
and  sends  Lieutenant  Douglas  back  to  signal  station  with  me. 

"To  General  WALKER  : 

"  Do  not  open  until  General  McLaws  ^lotHIes  me  what  he  can 
probably  effect.  Let  me  known  what  you  can  effect  with  your  com 
mand  upon  the  enemy. 

(Signed,)  "  General  JACKSON. 

"To  General  McLAWs: 

"  Let  me  know  what  you  can  probably  effect  with  your  artillery, 
and  also  with  your  entire  command.     Notify  General  D.  H.  Hill,  at 
Middleburg,  of  the  enemy's  position,  and  request  him  to  protect  your 
rear.     Send  the  same  message  to  General  Lee,  near  Hagerstown. 
(Signed,)  "  General  JACKSON." 

The  message  next  in  order  comes  from  Loudoun  Heights  to  General 
Jackson.     "  Walker  can't  get  position  to  bear  on  island." 
No  signature,  (probably  from  Major  Paxton.) 


[HARPER'S  FERRY,  No.  4.] 

From  General  WALKER  to  General  JACKSON  : 

*'  I  am  informed  that  the  enemy  are  advancing  by  Perceyville,  and 
have  possession  of  the  passes  from  the  Valley. 

(Signed,)  «  General  WALKER." 

"  To  Generals  WALKER  AND  McLAWs  : 

"  Fire  at  such  positions  of  the  enemy  as  will  be  most  effective. 
(Signed,)  "  General  JACKSON." 

Our  artillery  opens  from  this  side,  (in  front  of  Bolivar.)  Walker 
opens  from  Loudoun  Heights.  Yankees  are  seen  coming  down  on  west 
side  of  Bolivar  to  escape  Walker's  fire,  but  meet  an  equal  one  from 
our  artillery  on  the  left  of  our  line. 


•  [HARPER'S  FERRY,  No.  5.] 

HEADQ'RS  VALLEY  DISTRICT,  Sept.  14,  1862. 
SPECIAL  ORDER,  > 

No.  —       5  » 

I.  To-day  Major  General  McLaws  will  attack  so  as  to  sweep  with 
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his  artillery  the  ground  occupied  by  the  enemy,  take  his  batteries  in. 
reverse  and  otherwise  operate  against  him  as  circumstances  may 
justify. 

II.  Brigadier  General  Walker  will  take  in  reverse  the  battery  on 
the  turnpike,  and  also   sweep  with  his  artillery  the  ground  occupied 
by  the  enemy,  and  silence  the  battery  on  the  island  in  the  Shenandoah, 
should  he  find  a  battery  there. 

III.  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill  will  move  along  the  left  bank  of  the 
Shenandoah,  and  thus  turn  the  enemy's  left  flank,  and  enter  Harper's 
Ferry. 

IV.  Brigadier  General  Lawto*n  will  move  along  the  turnpike  for  the 
purpose  of  supporting  General  Hill,  and  otherwise  operating  against 
the  enemy  on  the  left  of  General  Hill. 

V.  Brigadier  General  Jones  will,  with  one  of  his  brigades  and  a 
battery  of  artillery,  make  a  demonstration  against  the  enemy's  right; 
the  remaining  part  of  his  division  will  constitute  the  reserve,  and. 
move  along  the  turnpike. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Jackson. 

WILLUM  L.  JACKSON, 
A.  A.  A.  General. 


[No.  6.]  « 

If  any  other  dispatches  or  orders  were  sent  at  Harper's  Ferry,  it  was 
done  at  other  posts  than  mine.  Messages  were  doubtless  sent  from 
Loudoun  Heights  to  Maryland  Heights,  between  Generals  McLaws  and 
Walker. 

Captain  Adams,  who  was  the  only  commissioned  signal  officer  there, 
has  doubtless  full  reports  of  those  arid  all  the  messages  and  orders;  it 
being  his  duty  to  keep  them.  I  suggest  that  he  be  applied  to  for  them. 

J.  L.  BARTLETT. 

After  the  surrender  of  Harper's  Ferry,  I  was  ordered  by  Major 
Paxton  to  remove  my  station  to  Barbour's  house.  I  did  so,  after  noti 
fying  Captain  Adams'  post  on  Loudoun  Heights  of  the  move,  telling 
them  to  look  out  for  my  flag  at  that  point.  After  locating  my  station, 
at  that  place,  however,  and  waving  my  flag  for  several  hours,  I  could 
not  get  "  attention  "  from  Loudoun  Heights  to  send  a  message,  sent 
to  me  by  Major  Paxton,  for  General  Walker  to  prepare  rations  and  be 
ready  to  march.  I  afterwards  learned  that  the  post  had  been  evacu 
ated  at  that  time.  Thus  ended  the  signal  service  at  Harper's  Ferry. 

J.  L.  B. 


[No.  7.] 

MANASSAS  BATTLE  GROUND,      > 
Saturday,  August  30,  1862.  $ 

P.  M.    I  signal  from  General  Lee's  headquarters,  on  the  Warren- 
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ton  pike,  to  General  Jackson's  position,  across  the  pike,  near   some 
wheat-stacks,  bearing  nearly  north,  distant  about  two  miles,  as  follows: 

:*  To  General  JACKSON  : 

"  What  is  result  of  movement  on  your  left. 

(Signed,)  "  General  LEE." 

[ANSWER.] 

"To  General  LEE: 

"  So  far  enemy  appear  to  be  trying  to  get  possession  of  a  piece  of 
woods  to  withdraw  out  of  our  sight. 

(Signed,)  "  General  JACKSON." 

Terrific  fighting  now  commences  on  the  left,  and  General  Jackson 
aends  for  a  division  of  Longstreet's  command. 

"  To  General  JACKSON  : 

"  Do  you  still  want  reinforcments. 

(Signed,)  "  General  LEE." 

Some  half  hour  elapses,  and  General  Jackson  replies : 
"  No,  the  enemy  are  giving  way. 

(Signed,)    '  "  General  JACKSON." 

General  Lee  now  prepares  to  move,  and  sends  the  following  to  Gen 
eral  Jackson  :  "General  Longstreet  is  advancing;  look  out  for  and 
protect  his  left  flank. 

(Signed,)  "  General  LEE." 

General  Lee  having  moved  his  headquarters,  I  also  removed  the 
signal  station. 

J.  L.  BARTLETT. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  J.  K.  BOSWELL. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARM*  CORPS,  February  12,  1863. 
Colonel  C.  J.  FAULKNER, 

Chief  of  Staff  to  Lieut.  General  Jackson  : 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  on  the  evening  of  the 
1 3th  August,  1862,  having  just  returned  from  Clarke's^ Mountain,  * 
very  elevated  point,  three  miles  east  of  Rapidan  Station,  I  reported  to 
Major  General  Jackson  the  following  as  being  the  position  of  the  en 
emy's  forces  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Rapidan.  The  main  body 
encamped  around  the  slopes  of  Garnett's  and  Slaughter's  Mountains ; 
one  division  one  mile  north  of  Culpeper  Court-House,  on  the  Brandy 
Station  road,  and  a  small  force  between  Mitchell's  Station  and  Lime 
church.  General  Jackson  then  directed  me  to^  examine  and,  on  the 
following  day,  to  report  to  him  the  most  desirable  route  for  passing 
around  the  enemy's  flank  and  reaching  Warrenton,  Fauquier.  I  *»•'*• 
vised  that  the  corps'should  march  from  its  encampment  just  west,  ci 
Toddsburg,  through  Orange  Court-House,  thence  down  the  Freder- 
icksburg  plank  road  to  Dr.  Terrill's,  then  turn  to  the  left,  pass  Pisgah. 
church,  and  cross  the  Rapidan  at  Summerville's  ford,  thence  by  Lime 
church,  Stephensburg,  Brandy  Station  and  Beverley's  ford,  to  Warreu- 
ton.  This  route  being  approved,  the  march  was  commenced  on  the 
evening  of  the  1 5th,  and  on  the  16th  the  three  divisions  of  Talia-- 
ferro,  Ewell  and  A.  P.  Hill  e*hcamped  near  Pisgah  church,  where 
they  remained  for  three  days,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  a  portion  cl' 
General  Longstreet?s  command,  till  the  morning  of  the  2Uth. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  a  body  of  the  enemy  drove  our  pickets 
from  Clarke's  Mountain  and  found  out  the  position  of  our  troops , 
and,  on  the  19th,  they  commenced  their  retreat  towards  the  Rappa- 
hannock.  I  was  on  Clarke's  Mountain  at  the  time  that  the  retreat 
commenced,  and  immediately  gave  the  information  to  General  Jack 
son. 

At  dawn  on  the  following  morning,  (20th,)  the  corps  moved  forward 
in  the  following  order,  Generals  A.  P.  Hill,  Ewell  and  Taliaferro.  I 
was  ordered  by  General  Jackson  to  remain  at  Summerville's  ford, 
where  the  corps  crossed  the  Rapidan,  till  all  the  divisions  had  crossed,  to 
see  that  there  was  no  delay  in  fording  the  stream.  This  being  accoon- 
plished,  I  rejoined  General  Jackson  about  two  miles  beyond  Stephens- 
burg,  on  the  Brandy  Station  road,  where  the  corps  bivouacked  for  the 
•night.  I  here  found  that  General  Stuart,  with  Robertson's  brigade  of 
cavalry,  had  engaged  the  cavalry  of  the  retreating  enemy  near  Ste 
phensburg  and  driven  them  across  the  Rappahannock  at  the  railroad 
bridge. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  the  command  resumed  its  march 
in  the  following  order  :  Taliaferro,  A.  P.  Hill  and  Ewell.  Passing 
Brandy  Station,  the  front  of  Taliaferro's  division  emerged  from  the 
wood  a  quarter  of  a  mile  south  of  Beverley's  ford  about  ten,  A.  M, 
Finding  the  ford  guarded  by  a  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  General 
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TaJiaferro  brought  up  two  pieces  of  Poague'a  battery  and  drove  them 
off;  General  Stuart  then  crossed  the  run  with  the  first  Virginia  cav- 
a).ry  and  two  pieces  of  Poague's  battery,  but  the  enemy  advanced  a 
heavy  force  and  compelled  them  to  retire.  A  desultory  artillery  fight 
•was  kept  up  during  the  entire  day  between  the  batteries  of  General 
Taliaferro  and  those  of  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
I  was  ordered  by  General  Jackson  to  take  a  position  on  the  right, 
from  which  I  could  see  Rappahannock  Station,  and  to  report  to  him 
any  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  I  stationed  myself  on  a 
high  point  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  railroad,  and  about  three-quar 
ters  of  a  mile  from  the  river.  From  this  point  I  could  see  that 
the  enemy  were  in  heavy  force  around  llappahaunock  Station,  and 
that  a  small  body  of  infantry  occupied  two  very  high  bluffs  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  and  a  few  hundred  yards  above  the  railroad 
bridge.  I  communicated  these  facts  to  General  Jackson,  and  sug 
gested  that  the  enemy  might  be  driven  from  those  bluffs,  though  they 
•were  somewhat  higher  than  any  point  on  either  side  of  the  river,  by 
placing  a  large  amount  of  artillery  on  tho  ridge  east  of'Glassell'a 
house  and  on  the  hill  which  I  then  occupied.  -Colonel  Crutchfield 
was  sent  by  General  Jackson  to  examine  the  position  with  me,  but  wo 
did  not  meet  until  it  was  so  late  that  nothing  could  be  done. 

On  the  following  morning,  (22d,)  the  three  divisions,  in  order, 
Ewell,  Hill  and  Taliaferro,  left  their  encampment  near  Beverley's 
ford,  marching  by  farm  roads  and  across  fields  to  Welford's  mill, 
where  they  crossed  Eastham  river,  thence  to  Freeman's  ford,  but  find 
ing  this  ford  strongly  guarded  by  the  enemy,  General  Trimble's  bri 
gade  was  left  to  prevent  a  crossing,  and  the  remainder  of  the  troops 
moved  across  tho  country,  keeping  as  much  as  possible  under  cover, 
to  Dr.  M.  P.  Scott's  farm,  just  opposite  Lee's  Springs.  General  Ear- 
iy's  brigade  and  a  portion  of  Lawton's  brigade  were  advanced  across 
the  Rappahannock,  and  took  position  respectively  on  the  Foxville  and 
Warrenton  roads.  Heavy  musketry,  during  the  evening,  announced 
that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  river  and  attacked  General  Trimble, 
but  later  it  was  found  that  he  had  driven  them  back.  A  very  heavy 
fall  of  rain  during  the  night  raised  the  Rappahannock  so  much  as  to 
render  it  entirely  impassable,  the  bridge  having  been  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  in  their  retreat. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  Lieutenants  C.  R.  .Howard  and 
H.  T.  Rogers,  engineers  on  General  Hill's  staff,  commenced  to  build  a 
temporary  bridge  for  the  passage  of  General  Early's  troops.  About 
eleven,  A.  M.,  General  Jackson,  fearing  lest  the  enemy  might  advance 
a  heavy  force  against  General  Early  before  the  bridge  could  be  fin-, 
ished,  ordered  me  to  point  out  to  General  Eariy's  assistant  adjutant 
general,  Major  Hall,  a  road  by  which  the  brigade  might  be  moved  to 
Waterloo  in  case  it  should  be  forced  back.  This  was  done,  and  on  my 
return  to  the  Springs,  a  little  before  sunset,  I  found  the  bridge  com 
pleted  and  General  Early  engaged  in  an  artillery  fight  with  the  en 
emy,  advancing  on  the  Foxville  road ;  they  were  driven  back,  and  dur 
ing  the  night  General  Early  recrossed  into  Culpeper.  A  fierce 
cannonade  was  kept  up  during  the  entire  day  of  the  24th  between  our 
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batteries,  on  the  hills  near  Dr.  Scott's,  and  those  of  the  enemy,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river.  About  three,  P.  M.,  I  received -an  order 
from  General  Jackson  to  report  immediately  to  him  at  Jeffersonton, 
which  being  done,  he  directed  me  to  select  the  most  direct  and  cov 
ered  route  to  Mtnassas.  I  recommended  that  by  Amissville,  Hin- 
son'g  mill,  Orlean,  Salem,  Thoroughfare  and  Gainesville,  which  he 
approved,  and  directed  me  to  select  guides,  which  1  did  from  Captain 
Adams' company,  sixth  Virginia  cavalry,  and  to  direct  the  front  divis 
ion,  in  person,  at  dawn  on  the  following  morning.  Finding  General 
Swell's  division  the  most  advanced,  I  conducted  it  through  Amiss 
ville  and  crossed  the  Rappahannock  at  Hinson's  mill.  Soon  after 
crossing  the  river,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Jackson  to  take  a  por 
tion,  of  the  Black  Horse  cavalry,  Captain  Randolph,  and  Captain 
Tebbs'  company  second  Virginia  cavalry,  and  advance  to  Salem,  which 
place  I  reached,  via  Orleans  and  Hume  Run  church,  about  four,  P.  M., 
without  encountering  any  •portion  of  the  enemy's  forces.  Later  in 
the  evening,  Colonel  MUD  ford  came  up,  with  the-?secon'd  Virginia  cav 
alry,  and  we  spent  the  night  in  the  town,  the  advance  of  the  infantry 
encamping  a  mile  south  of  the  town. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  General  Ewell  moved  forward,  fol 
lowed  by  A.  P.  Hill  and  Taliaferro,  passing  through  The  Plains  and 
Thoroughfare  Gap,  to  Gainesville.  Here,  leaving  the  Manassas  road 
and  moving  tor  the  right,  the  advance  came  in  sight  of  Bristoe  Sta 
tion,  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad,  about  sunset,  just  after  one  of 
the  enemy's  trains  of  cars  passed  the  station.  Advancing  suddenly,  the 
Louisiana  brigade  captured  a  number  of  prisoners,  acting  as  depot 
and  bridge  guard.  In  a  few  minutes  another  train  came  in  sight, 
moving  in  the  direction  of  Alexandria.  It  was  fired  upon  by  the 
Louisiana  brigade,  and  an  attempt  made  to  stop  it,  but  without  effect. 
A  third  train  soon  came  in  sight  and  was  fired  upon ;  the  track,  a 
short  distance  beyond  the  depot  had  been  previously  removed,  and  the 
train,  consisting  of  an  engine  with  about  twenty  empty  cars,  was 
thrown  down  a  high  embankment  and  very  much  broken.  A  fifth 
train  shared  the  same  fate.  Still  another  came  in  sight,  but  returned 
in  the  direction  of  Warrenton.  General  Jackson  directed  me  to  move 
the  engines  and  cars  across  Broad  Run  bridge,  in  the  direction  of  Ma 
nassas  Junction,  but  I  reported,  after  examination,  that  the  engine  and 
cars  were  so  broken  that  it  would  be  impossble  to  move  them  ;  he- 
then  ordered  me  to  destroy  the  bridge  over  Broad  Run,  and,  at  day 
break  on  the  following  morning,  to  fire  the  cars  and  engines,  which  was 
done.  During  the  night,  General  Stuart,  with  a  portion  of  his  cav 
alry  and  General  Trimble's  brigade  of  Swell's  division,  took  posses 
sion  of  Manassas  Junction,  and  early  on  the  following  morning,  27th, 
General  Taliaferro  and  General  A.  P.  Hill's  divisions  joined  them  at 
that  point.  General  Ewell,  with  Taylor's,  Lawton's  and  Early's  bri 
gades,  remained  at  Bristoe.  After  completing  the  destruction  of  the 
trains  and  bridge,  in  which  I  was  assisted  by  Captain  C.  R.  Howard 
and  Lieutenant  H.  T.  Rogers,  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  staff,  I  joined 
General  ^Jackson  just  in  time  to  see  the  reai»of  the  enemy's  retreat 
ing  column.  During  the  evening,  General  Ewell  had  a  brisk  en- 
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gagement  with  the  advance  of  Pope's  army,  moving  from  Warrenton 
in  the  direction  of  Alexandria ;  he  fell  back  to  Mauassas  Junction  at 
sunset. 

During  the  night  the  entire  command  marched  in  the  direction  of 
Sudley  Mills,  and  bivouacked  between  Cartharpiib  creek  and  Sud- 
ley  Mills,  one  mile  north  of  Groveton.  On  the  following  day,  I 
was  taken  sick  and  sent  to  the  rear,  and  did  not  rejoin  the  command 
till  the  19th  September. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a  map  of  the  region  from  Orange  Court- 
House  to  Sudley  Mills,  with  the  route  of  the  corps  designated  by  a 
heavy  black  line. 

I  am,  Colonel,  most  respectfully, 

J.  K.  BOSWELL, 
Captain  and  Chief  Engineer  Zd  Army  Corps. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  BROWN  OF  BATTLE  OF  SLAUGH 
TER'S  GAP. 

HEADQUARTERS  NINETEENTH  VIRGINIA  REGIMENT,  > 

October  15,   1862.      J 

On  Sunday,  the  14th  of  September,  the  nineteenth  Virginia  regi 
ment,  numbering  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  after  marching  from 
Hagerstown,  Maryland,  to  Boonsboro',  was  ordered  to  load  and  pre 
pare  for  action.  The  sun  was  nearly  setting  behind  the  western 
hills  when  the  regiment  was  formed  in  line  of  battle,  on  the  top  of  a, 
hill,  with  an  open  space  in  front,  where  the  enemy  lay,  concealed 
behind  a  stone  fence,  at  the  distance  of  fifteen  paces.  A  murderous 
fire  was  at  once  opened  -upon  the  regiment  by  the  concealed  foe,  which 
was  manfully  replied  to  by  the  nineteenth  for  more  than  an  hour, 
when  the  ranks  were  thinned  to  such  an  extent  as  to  prove  a  with 
drawal  absolutely  necessary.  One-third  of  the  men  were  rendered 
unable  to  fight,  and  a  precipitous  retreat  from  the  hill  was  ordered. 
In  this  engagement  Colonel  J.  B.  Strange  fell,  seriously  wounded, 
and,  in  the  reireat,  was  left  behind.  His  voice  was  heard  after  he 
had  received  his  wound  urging  his  men  to  stand  firmly,  and  he  com 
manded  with  that  coolness  and  daring  that  is  found  only  in  the  truly 
brave.  In  addition  to  this  severe  loss,  the  regiment  mourns  the 
death  of  Lieutenant  M.  A.  Shepherd,  of  company  B,  than  whom  a 
truer  patriot,  a  firmer  officer,  or  a  nobler  youth,  is  not  to  be  found  in 
our  country's  service.  The  list  of  casualties  shows  the  number  of  the 
brave  ever  to  be  lamented  by  the  friends  of  the  nineteenth.  The 
command  fell  upon  Captain  John  L.  Cochran,  after  the  fall  of  Colo 
nel  Strange.  Total  loss,  sixty-three.  Names  have  been  heretofore 
furnished. 

B.  BROWN, 
Captain  commanding  Regiment. 


REPORT    OF    MAJOR    EROBEL  OF  SECOND    BATTLE  OF 

MANASSAS. 

CAMP  NEAR  FREDERICK,  MARYLAND,  ) 
September  9,  1862.      jj 

Captain  W.  H.  SELLERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General :  • 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
participation  of  the  batteries  under  iny  command  in  the  battles  of 
Friday  and  Saturday,  August  29th  and  30th: 

At  eleven,  A.  M.,  on  Friday,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Hood  to 
proceed  to  the  right  of  the  turnpike  road  and  report  to  General 
Stuart.  This  I  did,  with  Captain  Bachman's  battery,  Reilly  being 
already  in  position  on  the  left,  and  Garden  having  no  long-range 
pieces.  General  Stuart  had  selected  a  position  near  the  Alexandria 
and  Orange  railroad.  The  battery  was  brought  up,  and  immediately 
opened  with  marked  effect  on  a  column  of  the  enemy  moving  to  the 
right,  which  at  once  changed  direction,  moving  rapidly  to  the  left. 
Fifteen  rounds  were  fired,  when,  the  distance  being  greatly  increased, 
I  ordered  Captain  Bachman  to  cease  firing.  At  one,  P.  M.,  Captain 
Reilly  was  ordered  to  the  left  of  the  turnpike,  and  to  take  position 
with  other  batteries  on  a  hill  commanding  the  hills  near  Grovetoa 
house,  where  the  enemy  had  several  batteries  strongly  posted.  Im- 
mediatel^afterwards,  I  proceeded  with  Captain  Bachm'an's  battery  to 
the  same  position,  (Captain  Garden's  being  considered  of  too  short 
range  to  be  eifective  there.)  The  position  assigned  us  was  on  the 
extreme  left,  both  batteries  passing  through  a  heavy  fire  in  reaching 
it.  After  being  hotly  engaged  for  two  hours  and-a-half,  and  firing 
about  one  hundred  rounds,  the  enemy  ceased  firing  and  withdrew  hia 
guns.  We  were  then  ordered  to  return  to  tfe  road,  for  the  purpose 
of  replenishing  our  ammunition.  At  three,  P.  M.,  on  Saturday,  I 
•was  ordered  by  General  Longstreetto  proceed  down  the  turnpike  with 
all  the  batteries  and  take  position  on  the  left  of  the  road,  opening  fire 
on  the  enemy's  batteries  posted  in  an  orchard  near  Dogan's  house. 
Immediately  after,  I  was  ordered  to  change  position  to  the  right  of 
the  road  and  advance,  which  was  done.  Captain  Reilly  taking  posi 
tion  on  the  hill  in  front  of  Groveton  houso,  engaging  the  batteries 
immediately  in  front,  under  a  terrific  fire,  while  Bachman's  battery 
advanced  still  further,  passing  through  tl^e  woods  to  the  right,  and 
assisted  by  the  howitzer  section  of  Reilly's  battery,  under  command 
of  Lieutenant  Myers,  opened  on  the  flank.  In  changing  position, 
Captain  Bachman  had  one  of  his  rifl^guns  disabled.  Both  batteriea 
were  handled  with  great  skill  and  e^ct,  and  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
soon  silenced.  It  being  near  dark,  and  the  ammunition  exhausted, 
Reilly  and  Bachman  were  ordered  to  withdraw.  In  the  meantime,  I 
•was  ordered  by  General  Longstreet  to  advance  Captain  Garden's  bat 
tery  in  the  field  on  the  left  of  the  road.  This  was  done,  and  a  flank- 
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ing  fire  opened  on  the  batteries  near  Dogan's  house.  We  were  soon, 
however,  orderecl  to  cease,  as  Colonel  Law's  brigade  was  advancing  in 
the  opposite  direction  on  the  same  point ;  the  Federals,  at  the  same 
time,  manifesting  great  energy  in  the.  rapidity  of  their  movement 
down  the  turnpike  and  Sudley  ford  road.  Captain  Garden,  with  two 
other  batteries,  continued  to  pursue  until  the  Sudley  road  was  reached, 
when,  noticing  able  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe  in  the  darkness, 
the  battery  was  finally  withdrawn. 

Of  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men  in  both  engagements  I  cannot 
speak  in  terms- too  high.  Captains  Bachman  and  Garden  handled 
their  batteries  with  great  skill,  while  Reilly  sustained  his  old  and  well 
merited  reputation.  Lieutenant  Sirgling,  a  gallant  young  officer, 
attached  to  Bachman's  battery,  fell,  seriously  (supposed  to  be  mortally) 
wounded,  at  his  guns,  setting  an  example  of  cool  bravery  not  often 
equalled.  Enclosed  you  will  find  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 
I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  FROBEL, 
Major  and  Chief  of  Artillery,  commanding. 


•REPORT  OF  MAJOR  FROBEL  OF  BATTLE  OF  SHARPS- 

BURG. 

OCTOBER   1,   1862. 
Captain  W.  II.   SELLERS,  A.  A.   G.  : 

CAPTAIN  :  In  compliance  with  orders  to  report  the  participation  of 
the  batteries  under  iny  command  in  the  recent  engagements  before 
Sharpsburg,  I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  : 

After  bringing  up  the  rear  on  the  march  from  Boonsboro',  Cap 
tains  Reilly  and  Bachman's  batteries  were  placed  in  position  by 
Colonel  Walton  about  noon  on  Monday,  the  loth  September,  on  a 
hill  to  the  right  of  the  turnpike  road  and  a  short  distance  in  front  of 
iSharpsburg ;  Garden's  battery  being  held  in  reserve,  in  case  the 
enemy  should  attempt  an  advance  by  a  bridge  over  the  Antietam, 
still  further  to  the  right.  We  held  these  positions  on  Monday  night. 

On  Tuesday,  a  fierce  cannonade  was  kept  up  between  our  batteries 
and  those  of  the  enemy,  in  which  Captain  Reilly  was  ordered  by 
Colonel  Walton  to  participate  until  his  rifle  ammunition  was  ex 
hausted,  but  without  any  perceptible  result.  Bachman's  battery 
was,  at  the  same  time,  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire,  but  had  orders  not  to 
reply.  Tuesday  night  we  occupied  the  same  positions. 

On  Wednesday  morning  the  battle  was  again  renewed.  Captain 
Reilly  was  sent  to  the  rear  to  replenish,  if  possible,  his  exhausted 
ammunition.  At  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Captain  Bachman,  with  a  sec 
tion  of  Napoleon  guns,  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  extreme  left  of 
our  line  and  report  to  General  Longstreet.  Shortly  after,  he  was 
placed  in  position  in  a  corn-field,  and  opened  on  the  enemy  at  a  dis 
tance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  The  position  was  exposed  to 
the  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  who  occupied  a  wood  not  more 
than  fifty  yards  off.  In  a  few  minutes,  the  section  lost  three  men 
wounded,  two  mortally,  and  six  horses  killed.  Finding  that  to  con 
tinue  longer  would  involve  the  loss  of  his  guns,  Captain  Bachman 
withdrew  to  a  hill  near  by  and  reported  the  section  disabled,  'on 
account  of  the  loss  of  men  and  horses.  I  ordered  him  to  retire,  for 
the  purpose  of  repairing  damages.  In  the  meantime,  his  rifle  section 
was  hotly  engaged  near  the  turnpike.  This  section  was  in  charge 
of  Sergeant  iSchlemmermeyer,  who  fought  his  guns  most  gallantly, 
and  remained  in  position  until  all  his  ammunition  was  expended. 

At  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  received  orders  from  Major  General  Jones 
to  prepare  to  hold  the  road  leading  from  the  bridge  over  the  Antie 
tam,  on  our  extreme  right.  A  few  minutes  after,  the  enemy  were 
reported  advancing,  the  infantry  near  the  bridge  at  the  same  time 
giving  way.  I  immediately  placed  Garden's  battery  in  position  on 
the  left  of  the  road.  The  enemy  had  crossed  the  bridge  and  wore 
advancing  rapidly,  under  cover  of  a  furious  fire  from  all  their  batte 
ries,  concentrated  upon  us,  when  Garden's  battery  opened  a  most 
destructive  fire  upon  them  and,  assisted  by  a  rifle  section  under  Cap- 
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tain  Squiers,  soon  drove  them  back.  Fearing  they  might  yet  turn 
us  by  passing  still  further  to  the  right,  I  directed  Captain  Garden  to 
look  well  to  the  road  and  woods  in  front  of  him,  while  I  proceeded 
to  the  right  in  search  of  General  Jones.  On  arriving  at  the  top  of 
the  hill  to  the  right  of  the  road,  the  enemy  were  seen  advancing,  in 
strong  force,  in  that  direction.  By  permission  of  General  Jones,  I 
placed  Captain  Brown's  battery  in  position  at  this  point.  The  ene 
my  were  distant  about  four  hundred  yards,  when  he  opened  a  hot  and 
well  directed  fire  upon  them,  breaking  their  ranks  and  driving  them 
back  to  the  cover  of  a  hill  from  which  they  had  just  advanced. 

At  this  time,  large  bodies  of  the  enemy  (infantry  and  artillery) 
were  moving  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  When  near  the 
bridge,  they  halted  some  ten  or  fifteen  minutes.  I  immediately  sent 
to  Captain  Reilly  to  come  up,  as  the  guns  then  in  position  were  all 
short-range  and  could  not  reach  them  on  the  bridge.  Being  without 
ammunition,  only  his  howitzer  section  was  available.  I  at  once 
placed  it  in  position.  The  enemy  had,  in  the  meantime,  advanced 
some  eight  or  ten  guns  across  the  river  and  placed  them  in  front  of 
us.  Under  fire  of  these,  assisted  by  all  their  long-range  batteries  on 
the  opposite  bank,  their  line  advanced.  Their  sharpshooters  at  the 
same  time  opened  a  hot  fire  on  us  from  a  corn-field  on  our  right,  a 
stone  fence  in  front,  and  a  wood  and  orchard  near  by.  Our  batteries 
immediately  replied,  and  continued  their  fire  until  the  line  was  broken 
and  the  enemy  recoiled. 

At  this  time  the  enemy  were  distant  less  than  one  hundred  yards. 
Our  ammunition  was  exhausted.  One  of  Captain  Garden's  guns  was 
dismounted,  the  carriage  being  entirely  destroyed ;  another  rendered 
utterly  useless  by  the  bursting  of  a  shell,  while  from  one  of  Captain 
Heilly's  pieces  all  the  horses  had  been  killed.  But  three  guns  re 
mained  fit  for  service,  and  they  were  without  ammunition.  Having 
run  the  pieces  to  the  rear  by  hand  and  secured  our  disabled  guns,  the 
enemy  all  the  time  advancing  and  firing  upon  us,  I  ordered  the  bat 
teries  to  retire. 

In  passing  to  the  turnpike,  Lieutenant  Ramsay,  in  command  of 
the  rifle  section  of  Captain  Reilly's  battery,  came  up  to  our  support. 
At  that  time  the  enemy  occupied  the  position  we  had  just  left,  and 
were  advancing  in  line.'  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Ramsay  to  take  posi 
tion  in  the  field  to  the  right  of  the  road  and  open,  which  he  did,  soon 
breaking  their  line  and  throwing  them  into  great  confusion.  At 
this  time  General  A.  P.  Hill  came  up,  and,  charging,  drove  them 
from  the  field. 

I  regret  to  report  that  first  Lieutenant  Pringle,  of  Garden's  bat 
tery,  after  fighting  his  guns  most  gallantly,  fell,  late  in  the  day, 
mortally  wounded,  and  has  since  died. 

I  cannot  too  highly  applaud  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men. 
Captains  Bachman  and  Reilly  fought  their  batteries  with  their  usual 
determination  and  devotion  to  the  cause.  Captain  Garden,  Lieu 
tenants  Simmons,  Myers,  Ramsay,  and  Sergeant  Schlemmermeyer 
deserve  particular  notice  for  their  gallant  conduct  during  the  battle, 
and  also  Assistant  Surgeon  Buist  for  his  attention  to  the  sick.  Act- 
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ing  Adjutant  W.  L.  Scott  rendered  me  great  assistance,  and  is  entitled 
to  my  warmest  thanks. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

B.  .W.  FROBEL, 
Major  and  Chief  of  Artillery,  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BAKER. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  NORTH  CAROLINA  CAVALRY,  / 

August  9,    1862.  5 

Captain  BARKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  First  Brigade  : 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  advanced  to 
the  Gatewood  field  about  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  the  4th  instant,  and 
there  halted  during  the  night.  A  courier  was  despatched  to  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel  Young  and  to  me,  at  that  time,  saying  that  the  enemy" 
was  coming  up  in  large  force — artillery,  infantry  and  cavalry.  I 
immediately  marched  down  with  my  regiment  and  soon  satisfied  myself 
that  the  report  forwarded  to  me  was  correct.  Another  courier  was 
immediately  forwarded  by  me,  about  half  past  ten  o'clock,  to  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel  Young  to  make  the  same  report  as  at  first,  and  to 
state  that  I  thought  they  would  go  by  the  Quaker  road  to  Malvern 
Hill  in  the  morning,  and  that  he  must  be  on  the  alert  and  forward  the 
report  to  General  Hampton.  I  also  despatched  an  officer  to  General 
Ripley,  informing  him,  as  he  had  directed  me  to  call  on  him  for  as 
sistance  whenever  necessary.  The  officer  says  he  reached  the  General's 
headquarters  at  a  quarter  to  four,  A.  M.  The  General  wrote  to  me 
immediately,  authorizing  mo  to  order  up  a  section  of  artillery  and  two 
infantry  regiments  on  picket  duty  about  four  or  five  miles  in  my 
rear,  and,  if  this  was  not  enough,  to  send  for  the  brigade  that  was 
out  working.  I  sent  an  order,  at  six,  A.  M.,  for  the  two  regiments  of 
infantry  and  section  of  artillery  to  come  up,  but  no  answer  was  sent, 
and  they  did  not  come  up.  I  was  constantly  expecting  them  until 
the  arrival  of  General  Ripley,  about  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.  No 
explanation  has*  been  given  for  the  failure  of  the  artillery  and 
infantry  to  come  to  my  assistance  when  ordered  to  do  so.  At 
daylight,  the  enemy  advanced  by  tho  Nelson  house  and  down  the 
Quaker  road  to  Malvern  Hill.  I  sent  another  officer,  at  once,  to 
General  Ripley  to  announce  that  intelligence.  General  Hampton 
came  over  to  my  assistance  between  seven  and  eight  o'clock,  A. 
M.,  with  the  intention  of  following  them,  until  I  reported  their  force, 
and  also  that  they  were  in  force  in  front  and  already  at  Malvern  Hill. 
Captain  Cheek  made  admirable  disposition  of  his  squadron  on  picket 
to  get  information,  and  the  men  performed  the  duty  with  judgment 
and  bravery,  keeping  their  position  as  videttes  as  long  as  it  was 
possible,  so  as  to  estimate  their  force.  Lieutenant  Iredell,  after  re 
maining,  with  a  few -men  as  videttes  until  the  enemy  was  in  a  few 
yards  of  him,  fired  and  fell  slowly  back,  killing,  as  I  have  since 
learned,  two  men  and  wounding  several.  The  enemy  endeavored  to 
advance  his  pickets  to  cover  his  march,  but  I  dismounted  Captain 
Siler's  company  as  skirmishers,  and,  after  a  few  moments  of  spirited 
firing,  the  enemy  fell  back,  and  I  obtained  position  to  ascertain  his 
force  again.  Captain  Siler's  officers  and  men  behaved  very  gallantly. 
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On  the  5th  and  6th,  thirty-three  prisoners  were  captured  by  Captains 
Barringer's  and  Houston's  squadrons.  I  lost  seven  men  (four  of 
Captain  Cheek's  and  three  of  Captain  Wood's  companies) — a  post 
near  Malvern  Hill,  who  had  orders  to  report  any  advance  of  the  ene 
my  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Young's  pickets.  They  remained  too  long 
and  were  unable  to  make  their  way  to  him.  One  of  my  men  came  up  to 
me  late  in  the  day  stating  this  fact.  I  also  lost,  on  the  6th,  one  man 
prisoner  from  Captain  Iluffin's  company,  and  had  one  badly  wounded 
from  Captain  Houston's  company. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect, 

I.  S.  BAKER, 
Colonel  First  North  Carolina  Cavalry. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  YOUNG. 

4 

NEW  MARKET  CHURCH,  August  8,  1862. 

Lieutenant  HAMILTON, 

A.  and  A.  A.  A.  General :          t 

LIEUTENANT :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  first  courier  re 
ported  to  me  at   a  quarter   past   twelve  o'clock,  A.   M.,  August  5th. 
He  was  sent  by  Lieutenant  Early,  -who  commanded  my  squadron  on 
picket  at  Malvern  Hill.     This  courier  reported  that  the  enemy  were 
advancing,  with  a  large  force  of  cavalry  and  some  artillery,  upon  the 
left  flan V  of  the  North  Carolina  cavalry  pickets.   I  immediately  directed 
my  adjutant  to  write  a  note  to  General  Hampton  and  inform  him  of  the 
state  of  affairs,  which  he  did.     I  ordered  the  courier  to  return,  and 
directed  Lieutenant  Early  to  send  out  a  scouting  party.     Lieutenant 
Early  obeyed  the  order.     The  scouting  party  discovered   nothing  in. 
their  front,  and  no  demonstration  was  made  at  this  time  or  afterwards, 
in  pur  front,  as  the  enemy  advanced  from  the  direction  of  the  North 
Carolina  pickets.     The  second  courier  reported  to  me  between  the 
hours  of  two  and  three  o'clock.     This  courier  reported  from  Lieu 
tenant  Early  that  he  had  been  informed,  by  a  courier  from  the  North, 
Carolina  pickets,  that  the  enemy  were  still  advancing,  in  strong  force,, 
upon  the  North  Carolina  pickets;   that  they  could  distinctly  hear  the 
sound  of  the  bugles  and  moving  of  artillery,     This  courier  was  sent 
to  General  Hampton  to  report  the  intelligence  to  him.     About  break, 
of  day  a  courier  from  the  North   Carolina  pickets  reported   to  me 
that  the  enemy  were  still  advancing,  but  that  his  (the  North  Carolina) 
pickets  ha,d  not  been  driven  from  their  posts.     He  reported  that  Colonel 
Baker's  or  my  position  would  be  attacked  by  morning.     This  courier 
was  also  sent  to  General  Hampton.     At  half  past  five  o'clock,  A.  M., 
nnother  courier  reported  to  me  from  Lieut.  Early.  This  man  reported 
that  a  battery  of  artillery  had  opened  upon  our  reserve  picket  and 
our  battery  of  artillery,  (which  was  at  Malvern  house,)  entirely  from 
their  rear.     The  enemy's  battery  was  playing  from  a  hill  near  Crew's  ^ 
house — the  battery  was   supported  by  about  four  hundred  cavalry.. 
The  courier  reported  that  he  had  come  for  support,  and  that  unless 
our  people  on  the  hill  sffiuld  very  soon  get  help  they  must  certainly 
be  lost.     This  courier   was   sent  to   General  Hampton.     In  a  few 
moments  after  this  time,  I  received  an  order  from  General  Hampton, 
directing  me  to  leave  one  squadron  at  my  camp  and  form  the  other 
two  squadrons   in  the  field,  which  was   prepartory  to   moving  to  the 
support  of  Colonel  Baker.     I  received  no  information  after  this  from, 
Malvern  Hill.     It  is  due  to  Lieutenant  Early  to  say  that  he  kept  up - 
his  picket  lines  during  the  heavy  artillery  fire  from  his  rear,  nor  didi 
he  abandon  them,  until  ordered  by  Major  Pickett,  of  the  seventeenth: 
Georgia,  to  do  so.     During  this  movement  upon  Malvern  Hill,  not  a, 
single  man  of  the  enemy  appeared  in  front  of  my  pickets.     The  ene 
my,  to  their  surprise,  were  firing  from  their  rear  Before  they  were-' 
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aware  of  their  proximity,  and  I  must  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  the 
•officers  of  the  infantry,  artillery  and  cavalry  deserve  praise  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  withdrew  their  troops  from  the  field  when  they 
Tbelieved  it  vain  to  hope  longer  for  support.  I  have  to  report  my 
loss  as  follows  :  Two  men  captured  from  Lieutenant  Early's  squadron, 
and  two  supposed  to  be  killed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  ohedient  servant, 

P.  M.  B.  YOUNG, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding  Georgia  Legion  Cavalry. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  MAGRUDER. 

Brigadier  General  WADE  HAMPTON  : 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  follow 
ing  report  as  to  the  operations  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  our  lines  oa 
Tuesday  last,  5th  instant : 

At  one  o'clock,  A.  M.,  I  received  a  verbal  message  from  Colonel 
Baker,  through  his  courier,  to  this  effect :  that  the  enemy  had  driven 
in  his  pickets  the  evening  before  to  Riddell's  shop,  and  that  there 
were  no  pickets  left  between  Riddell's  shop  and  my  reserve ;  he  further 
stated  the  enemy  was  in  large  force,  composed  of  artillery,  cavalry 
and  infantry.  From  the  withdrawal  of  Colonel  Baker's  pickets  on  my 
right,  thereby  preventing  any  communication,  on  the  Charles  City 
road,  between  Colonel  Baker's  and  mine,  besides  exposing  my  right 
entirely  to  approach  of  the  enemy  in  case  Colonel  B.  should  fall  back, 
of  which  I  could  have  had  no  information  in  time.  I  immediately, 
upon  reception  of  the  above  information,  ordered  Captain  W.  B. 
Clement,  commanding  the  picket  post,  to  draw  in  his  pickets  on  the 
left  to  the  junction  of  the  Long  Bridge  with  the  Charles  City  (some 
times  called  Quaker)  road,  also  to  picket  what  is  called  the  Turner 
road,  a  cross  road  leading  from  Long^  Bridge  road  to  White  Oak 
Swamp  bridge,  and  to  extend  his  line  on  Charles  City  further  to  my 
right,  to  guard  against  surprise  in  that  direction,  to  be  so  picketed  as 
regularly  to  communicate  one  with  another,  thus,  in  the  speediest 
possible  time,  giving  information  to  the  reserve,  which  was  at  the 
bridge,  a  short  distance  this  side,  so  as  to  be  under  cover  of  the  woodsf 
it  not  being  practicable  on  the  opposite  side.  Between  nine  and  ten, 
upon  my  return  from  visiting  a  portion  of  my  picket  lines,  I  sug 
gested  to  Captain  Clement  the  propriety  of  loosening  a  few  of  the 
poles  on  the  bridge,  so  that  in  case  of  an  advance  of  cavalry,  at 
shortest  possible  notice,  to  tear  up  a  portion  of  the  bridge,  so  as  to 
check  and  throw  in  confusion  the  advance  column,  whilst  the  men  in 
ambush  would  open  upon  them.  All  of  the  orders,  according  to 
Captain  Clement's  report,  seem  to  have  been  obeyed,  as  the  following 
report,  furnished  by  Captain  C.,  will  show.  The  orderly  sergeant, 
with  nine  men,  superintended  by  Captain  C.,  dismounted  to  looser 
the  logs  of  the  bridge  ;  they  had  barely  commenced  before  pickets 
reported  the  enemy  advancing  upon  Turner  and  Dr.  Perman's  road. 
Captain  C.  ordered  courier  to  return  and  watch  movements,  and  stated 
he  would  be  with  him  in  a  moment.  Before  getting  on  his  horse, 
(some  fifty  yards  distant,  when  receiving  the  above  information,) 
Captain  C.  heard  firing,  accompanied  with  a  yell,  and  saw  the  pickets 
flying  from  tho  hill,  closely  pursued  by  the  enemy's  cavalry.  This 
body  of  cavalry  approached  under  cover  of  the  woods,  leaving  the 
road  and  hugging  closely  to  the  swamp  until  within  a  short  distance 
of  the  bridge.  The  pickets  were  watching  the  advance  of  another 
body  of  the  enemy,  and  came  very  near  being  cut  off  from  the  bridge, 
before  seeing  the  approach  of  the  second  body.  Captain  Clement 
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attempted  to  check  the  column  by  orderly  his  men  forward  am! 
meeting  them,  but  soon  saw  the  impracticability  of  this  move,  as  the 
enemy  was  nearer  the  bridge  than  he;  the  men  were  drawn  up  by  the 
side  of  the  road  end  ordered  to  reserve  their  fire  until  the  head  of  the 
column  approached  very  near,  hoping  thereby  to  check  the  column 
and  give  time  to  the  men  on  foot  to  mount.  The  men  stood  firm 
amidst  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  did  not  fire  until  ordered,  which  was 
not  given  until  they  were  in  fifteen  yards*of  the  picket.  Unfortu 
nately  most  of  our  guns  failed  fire,  from  having  been  exposed  twenty- 
four  hours  on  picket  duty,  as  well  as  caps  being  indifferent.  Captain 
C.  ordered  his  men  to  fall  back  through  the  swamp,  it  being  the  only 
mode  of  escape.  Captain  C.'sand  Caskie's  companies  were  on  picket. 
In  the  skirmish  Captain  Clement  lost  six  men  and  eight  horses,  sup 
posed  to  have  been  captured.  Lieutenant  Doyle,  of  Captain  Caskie's 
company,  having  absented  himself  from  camp  since  the  skirmish,  I 
cannot  be  positive  as  to  the  exact  number  missing  in  his  company. 
They  report  four  missing,  making  ten  in  all.  Three  of  the  ten  are 
reported  wounded.  How  many  of  the  enemy  were  killed  we  cannot 
tell ;.  several  saddles  were  emptied  and  five  horses  killed.  One  hundred 
men  were  dismounted  and  in  ambush  this  side  of  the  swamp,  the  rest 
of  the  regiment  was  drawn  up  in  protecting  distance,  with  seven 
pieces  of  artillery.  Not  less  than  fifteen  hundred  cavalry  could  be 
seen  on  the  opposite  hill,  in  aoLdition  to  which  I  have  since  learned 
there  was  a  large  body  of  infantry  also.  I  held  my  position  on  this 
side  the  bridge  all  day;  the  enemy,  maintaining  his  on  opposite  hill, 
about  twelve  hundred  yards  distant,  moved  off  in  the  night,  leaving  a  few 
pickets  only,  which  could  be  seen  next  morning. 

On  the  6th,  I  scouted  on  opposite  side  of  the  swamp  some  four  or 
five  miles,  capturing  eight  piisoners. 

I  have  made  diligent  search  as  to  negligence  on  part  of  picket,  but 
have  found  nothing  indicating  negligence,  unless  it  be  some  of  the 
men  did  not  believe,  after  being  told  by  picket,  that  the  enemy  were 
approaching,  and  Lieutenant  Doyle,  thoughtlessly,  was  dismounted, 
and  had  sent  his  horse  some  distance  to  water.  My  pickets  were  so 
placed,  it  seems  to  me,  without  carelessness,  could  not  have  been 
captured. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  T.  MAGRUDER, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding  Tenth  Cavalry. 


KEPORT  OF  COLONEL  T.  T.  MUNFORD.  • 

HEADQUARTERS  ROBERTSON'S  BRIGADE,  18G2. 

Major  J.  T.  W.  HAIRSTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General: 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  25th  August,  my  regi 
ment,  stationed  near  Waterloo  bridge,  was  ordered  to  report  to  Major 
General  Jackson  for  active  service.  One  squadron  sharpshooters,  un 
der  Captain  Kidgeley  Brown,  was  left  at  the  bridge,  at  Kin  son's  mill 
I  was  ordered  in  advance  with  instructions  to  picket  every  road  lead 
ing  towards  the  enemy,  which  roads  were  to  be  held  until  the  whole 
army  passed.  The  first  night  we  halted  at  Salem,  and  occupied 
Thoroughfare  Gap  as  soon  after  dawn  as  the  advance  could  get  there. 

On  the  evening  of  the  26th,  the  advance  guard  captured  some  twelve 
or  fifteen  Yankees  at  Haymarket  and  Gainesville.  They  seemed  ^n- 
tirely  ignorant  of  any  movement  of  our  army,  and  we  passed  on  to 
wards  Bristoe  Station.  Ascertaining  that  the  depot  was  guarded  by 
a  company  of  cavalry  and  one  of  infantry,  I  was  ordered  to  capture 
them  (the  pickets  detailed  en  route  had  reduced  my  regiment  to  about 
one  hundred  men)  and  surprise  their  whole  command  ;  but  most  of 
their  cavalry  scampered  away  with  their  horses,  and  many  of  the  infantry 
fled  to  the  hotel  and  other  houses,  and  opened  fire  upon  us.  Just  at 
this  crisis  a  train  of  cars  approached,  which  we  attempted  to  throw 
from  the  track  by  placing  sills  on  it ;  but  in  this  did  not  succeed,  as 
the  time  and  materials  at  hand  were  not  sufficient.  In  this  skirmish 
we  killed  two  of  the  enemy,  wounded  seven  and  captured  forty-three, 
including  the  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  fourth  New  York  regiment,  a 
major,  three  captains  and  four  lieutenants.  We  also  captured  four 
teen  cavalry  horses  with  some  few  sabres,  carbines  and  pistols.  Lieu 
tenant  Wilson  and  privates  Saunders  and  Everett,  of  company  A, 
were  badly  wounded  by  guns  fired  from  the  windows  of  the  houses. 

The  Louisiana  brigade  came -up  to  our  support,  and  succeeded  in 
capturing  several  trains  of  cars.  The  next  day  I  was  engaged  in 
protecting  the  flank  of  General  Swell's  division,  and  followed  in  his 
rear  fronTManassas,  picking  up  stragglers  and  destroying  stores  aban 
doned  the  day  previous  by  the  enemy.  At  Groveton  I  was  ordered 
to  join  the  brigade  under  General  Robertson.  About  four  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  on  the  50th,  my  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  front,  when  we 
arrived  nearly  upon  the  spot  where  my  command  had  stood  for  hours 
during  the  battle  of  July  21st,  1861.  We  found  a  company  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Watts  was  ordered  to  charge 
them  with  one  squadron,  which  he  did  with  his  usual  good  spirit,  and 
put  them  to  flight ;  but  soon  discovered  that  they  were  the  advance 
guards  of  Gen.  Buford's  cavalry  brigade,  stationed  under  the  hill,  near 
Lewis'  ford,  which  caused  him  to  halt,  when  the  rest  of  my  regiment 
was  ordered  up  to  his  support.  As  soon  as  I  had  formed  my  command. 
I  determined  to  mQve  to  the  rear  for  a  better  position;  but  as  soon  a? 
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I  commenced  this  move,  the  enemy  advanced  upon  me.  We  were  then 
near  enough  to  hear  each  other's  commands.  Hearing  the  command, 
"  Forward,  trot,"  I  -wheeled  my  command  to  the  right-about  by  fours, 
and  went  at  them  with  drawn  sabres.  The  enemy  were  in  columns 
by  regiments,  composed  of  the  first  Michigan,  fourth  New  York  and 
first  Virginia.  My  regiment,  in  line  of  battle,  going  at  a  gallop,  went 
through  the  advanced  line  of  the  enemy,  engaged  this  and  the  second 
line  in  a  hand-to-hand  fight.  We  were  soon  overpowered  by  numbers, 
and  a  running  fight  ensued,  the  two  commands  being  thoroughly  in 
termingled.  As  soon  as  the  seventh  and  twelfth  reinforced  me,  the 
whole  of  the  enemy's  command  commenced  a  retreat.  Had  my  regi 
ment  been  promptly  reinforced  my  command  would  not  have  suffered 
so  severely.  My  regiment  behaved  as  gallantly  as  any  body  of  men 
could  do.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Watts,  Major  Breckinridgc,  Lieutenant 
Kelso,  of  company  A,  and  Lieutenant  Walton,  of  company  C,  were 
severely  wounded.  Privates  William  Watson,  Caleb  Dooley,  of  com 
pany  A;  B.  Peck,  S.  W.  McCluer,  C.  Frazier,  J.  M.  Denton  and  W. 
K?t?  op,  of  company  C;  S.  Martin,  company  D;  J.  Shelton,  G.  T. 
Rneker,  company  E;  F  P.  Harris,  J.  M.  Garrett,  G.  Leftwitch,  L. 
Roberts,  company  F;  Jenkins,  company  G;  R.  A.  Cheatham  and 
James  Walker,  company  II  ;  Joseph  Perkins  and  Moss,  company  K, 
and  John  Lonely  and  R.  W.  Nelson,  of  Captain  Brown's  Maryland 
company,  were  severely  wounded  and  disabled.  Some  twelve  others 
were  slightly  wounded,  but  continued  with  the  command.  Privates 
F.  Noel  and  B.  Watson,  of  Company  A,  and  Mann,  company  II,  were 
killed.  It  is  proper  to  state  that  my  own  horse  was  killed,  and  that  I 
was  dismounted  by  a  blow.  I  did  not  pursue  the  enemy  further  than 
Bull  Run.  General  Robertson  came  up  and  assumed  command. 

The  seventh  and  twelfth  were   much   complimented  by   those   who 
witnessed  their  pursuit  of  the  enemy.      I  herewith,  enclose  reports  of 
the  commanding  officers.     The  brigade  captured  about  three  hundred 
prisoners  with  a  large  number  of  horses,  arms  and  accoutrements. 
I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  T.  MUNFORD, 

Colonel  commQ7iding. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  T.  L.  ROSSER.     • 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  VIRGINIA  CAVALRY,  ) 
January   10,   1363.       $ 

General  J.  E.  B.  STUART,  commanding  : 

*  *******  % 

I  arrived  at  GJroveton,  where  I  learned  that  the  enemy  was  moving 
his  wagons  on  a 'private  road  to  Manassas  Junction.  I  procured  * 
section  of  artillery  from  Colonel  Bradley  Johnson  and  attacked  them, 
dispersing  their  train  and  turning  them  back.  This  I  reported  ta 
General  Jackson,  who  proceeded  to  the  point  where  I  had  attacked 
the  enemy  to  examine  the  ground  and  the  nature  of  the  movement, 
ordering  me  at  the  same  time  to  picket  well  to  the  front  on  the  turnpike. 
I  soon  found  that  the  enemy,  being  interrupted  on  this* private  road¥ 
had  changed  the  direction  of  his  march  and  came  immediately  down 
the  pike.  General  Jackson  then  attacked  him  on  his  left  flank,  and 
I,  holding  my  regiment  on  the  right,  occupied  myself  in  guarding 
the  right,  and  capturing  many  prisoners  of  cavalry  and  infantry.  I 
camped  on  the  field. 

Next  morning  I  moved  around  to  Gainesville,  where,  after  cap 
turing  about  forty  cavalry,  I  was  driven  back  by  the  enemy's  infantry. 
Soon  after  this,  I  received  orders  from  General  Stuart  to  join  ths 

column  advancing  from  Haymarket. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  •    * 

Respectfully, 

T.  L.  ROSSER, 
Colonel  Fifth   Virginia  Cavalry. 
Official  : 

R,  CHANNING  PRICE, 

First  Lieutenant  and  A.  A.  A.   General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  VIRGINIA  CAVALRY, 
October  5,   1362. 

To  Major  General  J.  E.  B.  STUART, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division : 

GENERAL  :  On  the  morning  of  August  30th,  my  regiment  having 
been  considerably  reduced  by  details  of  one  kind  or  other,  the  re 
mainder  was,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  placed  on  picket  on  the 
extreme  right,  in  the  direction  of  Bristoe,  under  command  of  Major 
Douglas. 

Having  been  placed  in  command  of  all  the  artillery  under  your 
command  the  day  previous,  I  still  exercised  control  of  it,  and  near 

house,  occupied  by  you  as  your  headquarters,  with  St~;.b- 

ling's  and  Rodgers'  batteries,  I  had  been  firing  an  occasional  shot 
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at  the  enemy,  who  threatened  the  position  occupied  by  General 
Hood.  When  the  order  for  the  lines  to  advance  was  given,  the  ene 
my's  position  on  the  right  being  very  strong,,  (occupying  high  wooded 
ground,)  I  threw  Captains  Eshleman,  (Washington  artillery,)  Strib- 
ling  and  Rcdgers  on  the  extreme  right  of  our  lines,  sending 
Richardson  (Washington  artillery)  more  to  the  left,  to  take  position 
near  the  Chinn  house,  Stribling  sufficiently  to  the  right  and  front, 
and  opened  on  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  lin«s  and  artillery,  which  fire 
very  soon  caused  them  to  change  their  position  ;  then  advancing  by 
battery  steadily  on,  when  I  arrived  near  the  Wheeler  house,  where 
I  found*  myself  at  least  a  half  of  a  mile  in  advance  of  our  lines  on 
my  left,  thus  driving  the  enemy,  by  this  terrible  fire  of  artillery, 
back  on  Bull  Run. 

Receiving  information  that  the  enemy  was  pressing  the  cavalry, 
which  was  ir.y  support  on  the  right,  I  sent  two  guns  cf  Captain 
Eshleman's  battery,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Joseph  Norcora, 
to  its  support.  Seeing  that  1  had  an  enfilading  and  reversed  fire,  I 
posted  my  guns  to  the  best  advantage  and  opened  a  most  terrific  fire 
upon  him,  which  caused  him  to  attempt  to  carry,  by  a  desperate 
charge,  my  advance  battery,  which  was  gallantly  met  and  repulsed  by 
Rodger's  canister  ;  but  the  cavalry  being  all  the  time  ray  only  sup 
port,  and  my  position  af  this  time  being  very  close  to  the  enemy,  I 
drew  my  batteries  up  en  echelon,  and  by  keeping  up  a  continued  fire  I 
soon  caused  the  enemy  to  seek  shelter  under  cover  of  the  hill,  which 
change  in  his  position  very  much  relieved  our  infantry. 

Darkness  had  come  on.  The  enemy's  sharpshooters  were  lying 
just  over  the  hill,  in  a  thick  undergrowth  of  pines.  To  advance  my 
batteries  to  a  thick  undergrowth  occupied  entirely  by  infantry  being 
perfectly  absurd,  and  being  unable  to  dislodge  them,  even  with  can 
ister,  I  was  unable  to  advance  further.  After  making  repeated,  but 
fruitless,  endeavors  to  get  infantry  (which,  by  the  way,  was  at  this 
time  near  at  hand — Anriistead's  brigade)  to  drive  them  away,  the 
firing  all  along  the  lines  having  ceased,  I  ordered  the  batteries  also 
to  cease  firing  and  move. 

I  am  proud  to  speak  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Rodgera 
and  his  command,  who,  by  coolness  and  determination,  received  the 
charge  of  a  brigade  with  a  fearful  volley  of  canister,  waiting  first 
until  the  enemy  reached  the  deadly  ground  of  fifty  paces.  Indeed, 
the  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  in  this  desperate  struggle  entitle 
them  to  their  country's  gratitude. 

Early  on  the  following  morning,  resuming  command  of  my  regi 
ment,  I  withdrew  my  pickets  and  went  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and, 
being  very  soon  joined  by  you,  the  results  you  doubtless  remember, 
as  you  were  present  and  witnessed  the  conduct  of  the  regiment  on 
overtaking  the  enemy.  Later  in  the  day,  Robertson's  brigade  having 
come  up,  in  pursuance  with  your  orders  I  proceeded,  with  a  command 
composed  of  my  regiment,  a  detail  of  fifty  mjen  of  Robertson's  com 
mand,  and  one  piece  of  the  Washington  artillery,  to  Manassas,  which 
I  found  abandoned,  save  but  by  over  four  hundred  stragglers,  whom 
I  captured,  with  a  large  lot  of  small  arms.  Five  elegant  ambulances, 
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with  horses  and  harness  complete,  and  a  quantity  of  medical  stores, 
all  of  which  were  duly  turned  over  to  the  proper  authorities.  After 
getting  all  information  I  could  obtain  from  citizens,  and  from  strag 
glers  of  Banks'  division,  (who,  by  the  w*y,  had  recreated  by  way  of 
Bristoe  and  Brentsville,  after  destroying  a  large  lot  of  ammunition 
and  stores  at  the  former  place,)  I  returned  and  rejoined  my  brigade 
next  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Most  respectfully,  General,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  ROSSER. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN    SQUIERS   OF    THE  WASHINGTON 
•  ARTILLERY. 


BIVOUAC  NEAR  MARTINSBURG,  VA.,  > 
September  22,  1862.      \ 

Colonel  J.  B.  WALTON, 

Chief  of  Artillery  Right  Wing,  A.  N.  V. : 

COLONEL  :  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  August,  the  artillery, 
composed  of  the  first  company  of  Washington  Artillery,  '(four  three- 
inch  rifles,)  and  Captain  Stribbling's  battery,  (three  Napoleon  guns  and 
one  three-inch  rifle,)  marched  in  the  direction  of  the  hill  opposite  to 
Rappahannock  Station,  which  you  had  previously  ordered  should  be 
occupied  by  these  batteries.  While  en  route,  Major  J.  J.  Garnett 
informed  me  that  the  infantry  which  was  to  support  the  artillery  was 
late  in  forming,  and  ordered  me  to  place  the  guns  under  cover  until 
the  support  should  arrive.  Shortly  after  the  brigade  of  General 
Evans  came  up  and  took  position.  In  the  meantime  Lieutenant 
Chapman  reported  with  a  section  of  the  Dixie  Artillery,  composed  of 
one  Napoleon  gun  and  one  three-inch  rifle.  Major  Garnett  ordered 
me  to  place  the  batteries  in  line  in  retir  of  the  hill  which,  in  your 
reconnoissance,  you  had  determined  should  be  occupied  by  the  artil 
lery,  which  was  to  form  the  right  of  the  line  of  fire.  The  batteries 
were  formed  in  line  from  right  to  left  in  the  following  order:  First 
company  Washington  Artillery,  four  three-inch  rifle  guns  ;  Dixie 
Artillery,  one  Napoleon  gun  and  one  three- inch  rifle  ;  Stribbling's 
battery,  three  Napoleon  guns  and  one  three-inch  rifle.  This  had 
scarcely  been  accomplished  when  the  signal  was  given  from  your 
position  to  "  commence  firing,"  which  was  quickly  responded  to  by 
the  enemy.  The  combat  was  briskly  carried  on  by  the  artillery 
directly  in  our  front  for  half  an  hour,  when  the  en^my  placed  a  bat 
tery  on  the  extreme  left,  and  had  partly  succeeded  in  enfilading  our 
batteries,  when  I  withdrew  the  section  of  Lieutenant  Galbraith,  and 
directed  him  to  engage  the  enemy  on  the  left,  in  order  to  keep  him 
from  enfilading  our  position,  which  object  Lieutenant  G.  accomplished 
under  a  heavy  fire,  and  was  partly  forced  from  his  first  position,  when 
Lieutenant  Sandry,  with  a  section  of  Captain  Maurin's  battery,  re 
ported,  and  was  sent  to  assist  Lieutenant  G. — the  four  guns  being 
placed  under  Lieutenant  G.,  who  managed  to  keep  a  heavy  enfilading 
fire  from  the  main  batteries  by  the  coolness  and  bravery  with  which 
he  manoeuvred  this  battery.  The  fire  on  both  sides  now  became 
general  and  rapid.  The  enemy  placed  more  artillery  in  position,  and 
for  some  time  I  thought  I  should  have  to  retire,  but  the  enemy  soon 
slackened  his  fire,  and  it  was  evident  he  was  worsted  by  the  projectiles 
with  which  our  artillerists  assailed  him.  An  officer  now  came  from 
the  right  and  informed  me  that  the  infantry  were  preparing  to  charge, 
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and  to  cease  firing  as  soon  as  they  appeared.  I  kept  up  the  fire, 
returning  shot  for  shot  with  the  enemy,  who  appeared  to  be  vailing  to 
give  up  the  combat.  Seeing  this,  and  being  informed  that  General 
Evans  (commanding  the  infantry)  was  advancing  to  attack  the  enemy, 
I  ordered  the  four  (reserve)  guns  of  Lieutenant  Galbraith  in  position, 
to  engage  the  enemy's  artillery  and  draw  his  attention  while  our 
troops  were  advancing.  Our  artillery  now  consisted  of  eight  guns, 
vrz:  One  section  of  the  Washington  Artillery  and  one  section  of 
Maurin's  battery,  Lieutenant  E.  Owen,  of  the  Washington  Artillery, 
commanding  ;  one  section  of  the  Washington  Artillery  and  one  sec 
tion  of  the  Dixie  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Galbraith  commanding.  Cap 
tain  Stribbling  had  expended  all  his  ammunition,  and  I  ordered  him 
from  the  field  to  replenish.  The  firing  was  now  briskly  renewed  on 
both  sides,  which  lasted  for  twenty  minutes.  The  enemy  finally  gave 
up  his  position,  retired  across  the  Rappahannoek,  and  only  replied 
occasionally  to  our  fire,  and  in  an  hour  after  ceased  firing  altogether. 
It  is  with  pleasure  I  am  enabled  to  speak  of  the  gallantry  with 
which  Captain  Stribbling,  officers  and  men,  behaved  on  this  occasion. 
Lieutenant  Chapman,  with  his  section  of  the  Dixie  Artillery,  behaved 
with  great  coolness,  and  handled  his  guns  with  effect.  To  Lieuten 
ants  E.  Owen,  J.  M.  Galbraith,  and  those  under  their  command,  I 
would  especially  call  your  attention.  Both  officers  commanded  full 
batteries,  and  handled  them  with  the  coolness,  bravery  and  good 
judgment  which  has  so  often  on  previous  occasions  won  the  confidence 
of  their  men.  Sergeants  T.  T.  Aby,  C.  L.  C.  Duprey  and  L.  M. 
Montgomery  rendered  me  efficient  service.  The  latter,  on  previous 
occasions,  has  placed  me  under  many  obligations  for  his  voluntary 
services. 

Casualties  : 

First  Company  Battalion  Washington  Artillery. — Killed :  Privates  W. 
Chambers,  R.  T.  Marshall,  J.  Reddington  and  H.  Koss — 4.  Wounded  : 
Corporal  W.  H.  West,  privates  John  R.  Fell,  T.  T.  Turner,  M. 
Mount  and  W.  R.  Falconer. — 5. 

Dixie  Artillery. — Wounded  :  Privates  John  Eddins,  Westley  Pence, 
John  Knight  and  Daniel  Martin — 4. 

Stribblings  Battery. — Wounded  :  Lieutenant  Archer  and  one  pri 
vate — 2. 

Total,  4  killed  and  8  wounded. 

Horses  Killed.  Wounded. 

First  company  Bat.  Washington  Art'y,  1  1 

Stribbl ing's  battery,  -  .4  0 

Dixie  battery,  -  1  0 

Total,  6  1 

One  three-inch  rifle  gun  exploded  during  action.     The  batteries 
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were  engaged  from  about  seven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to  eleven  o'clock,  A. 
M.,  and  expended  the  following  ammunition  : 

First  company  Washington  Artillery,  -                   400 

Section  of  Dixie  Artillery,  -~        -         299 

Section  of  Maurin's  Artillery,  -  -                                      119 

Stripling's  Artillery,       -  -                                      354 

Leake's  Artillery,  (one  gun,)     -  10 

Total  number  of  rounds,     -  1,182 

'  Captain  Leake  reported  after  the  enemy  had  retired  with  one  rifle 
and  three  Bmooth-bore  guns.  He  sustained  no  loss.  About  two 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  Major  Garnett  rode  up  and  requested  me  to  send  four 
rifle  guns  to  Colonel  S.  D.  Lee,  who  was  on  the  right,  near  the  Cen 
tral  'railroad.  For  this  purpose  I  detached  Lieutenant  Owen  with  one 
section  of  the  Washington  Artillery  and  one  section  of  Maurin's  bat 
tery.  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  at  half- past  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I 
ordered  all  the  guns  back  to  their  respective  commands. 

Very  respectfully,  Colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  SQUIERS, 
Captain  commanding  First  Company  Bat.  Washington  Artillery. 


REPORT  OF    CAPTAIN    MILLER,   WASHINGTON    ARTIL 
LERY. 

BIVOUAC  NEAR  MARTINSBURG,  September  23d,  1862. 

To  Colonel  J.  B.  WALTON, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery  Division  : 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
23d  August,  ultimo,  pursuant  to  your  orders,  I  proceeded  with  my 
battery  of  four  smooth-bore  Napoleon  twelve-pounders,  to  a  point  on' 
the  right  of  and  near  the  road  to  Beverley  ford,  on  the  Rappahan- 
nock  river,  and  distant  about  a  thousand  yards  from  the  river.  My 
position  on  a  hill  sloping  towards  the  river,  was  not  such  a  one  as  I 
would  have  desired,  though  doubtless  the  best  the  locality  afforded. 
At  sunrise,  I  discovered  a  battery  of  the  enemy  in  position  immedi 
ately  in  our  front  on  a  hill  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  I  opened 
on  it  with  spherical  case.  The  enemy  replied  briskly,  and  for  half  an 
hour  the  firing  was  very  spirited.  During  this  time,  I  was  considera 
bly  annoyed  by  an  enfilading  fire  of  a  long-range  battery,  posted  to 
our  right,  and  entirely  beyond  our  range.  After  nearly  an  hour's 
engagement,  I  was  gratified  to  notice  that  the  fire  of  the  battery 
in  our  front  had  perceptibly  slackened,  indeed,  almost  entirely  ceased. 
Up  to  this  time  but  one  of  my  men  had  been  wounded,  and  two'horses 
killed.  The  batteries  supporting  me  on  my  left  at  this  juncture  re 
tired  from  the  field,  subjecting  me  to  a  galling  cross  fire  from  the  en 
emy's  rifle  battery  in  their  front.  I  immediately  changed  front  on 
the  left  and  replied.  The  enemy  having  our  exact  range,  fired  with 
terrible  precision  and  effect.  For  some  time  we  maintained  this 
unequal  conflict,  when,  having  nearly  exhausted  my  ammunition, 
and,  agreeably  to  your  orders,  I  retired  bv  half  battery  from  the 
field. 

I  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  gallant  officer  in  the  person  of  First 
Lieutenant  Isaac  W.  Brewer,  who  was  killed  just  as  he  was  taking 
his  section  from  the  field.  Throughout  the  fight  he  managed  his  sec 
tion  with  consummate  ability,  and  fell  while  cheering  his  men.  The 
service  has  lost  no  braver  officer. 

My  casualties  were  : 

Killed,  First  Lieut.  I.  W.  Brewer ;  privates,  Thompson,  McDon 
ald  and  Dolan — four. 

Wounded,  Corporal  P.  W.  Pettiss  ;  privates  James  Tully,  Levy, 
Bourshee,  Maxwell,  Crilly,  Kerwin,  Lynch  and  Joubert—  nine. 

Twenty-one  horses  killed.  Three  hundred  and  fifty-six  rounds  am 
munition  expended. 

I  would  be  pleased  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  coolness  and  intrepidity 
of  my  command;  but,  where  all  acted  so  well,  it  would  be  invidious  to 
particularize.  I  should  be  wanting  in  my  duty,  however,  were  I  not 
to  mention  Lieutenants  Hero  and  McElroy,  and  my  non-commissioned 
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Sergoanie  McNeil,  Handy,  Collins,  Ellis  and  Stocker,  and 
Corporals  Coylc,  Krenmelberg,  Pcttiss  and  De  Blanc,  who,- by  their 
coolness  and  close  attention  to  duty,  contributed  not  a  little  to  the 
efficiency  of  my  battery. 

Repectfully, 

M.  B.  MILLER, 
Captain  cojnmandbig  3d  company  B.  W.  A. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  R.  L.  WALKER. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  BATTALION,  March  1,  1863. 

Major  R.  C.  MORGAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Light  Division  : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  artillery  of  the  light  division  in  the  series  of  battles, 
commencing  with  Warrenton  Springs,  August  24,  1862: 

We  arrived,  as    you  know,   near   Warrenton   Springs,  on    Friday 
evening  the  22d  of  August.     My   command  was   all   encamped  that 
night  near    Scott's  house.     At  early  dawn   on   Saturday  morning,  ^1 
had  all  my  batteries,  with   the  exception  of  Captain  Crenshaw's  (his 
being  short-range  guns)  battery,   posted   on   the   heights^     ^Captain 
Mclntosh's  occupying  the  right,  Captain. Latham  next,  Captain  Fleet  and 
Lieutenant  Hardy  next.     On  west  side  of  the  road  leading  from  Jef- 
fersonton  to  Warrenton  Springs,  Captains  Braxton  and  Davidson  were 
jn  position.     All  was  quiet  on  Saturday,  until  late  in  the  evening,  when 
the  enemy  advanced  several  of  their  batteries  and  attacked  the  artil 
lery  and  infantry  of  General  Early's  brigade,  which*  had  been  thrown 
across  the  river.     In  this  we  took  no  part.     On  Sunday  morning,  the 
24th  August,   the  enemy  commenced   taking   position  opposite  our 
batteries.     General  Early  having  been  withdrawn,  at  ten  o'clock  they 
opened  a  terrific  fire  upon  our  position,  to  which  we  replied  for  a  few- 
minutes,  but  received  an  order  to  withhold  our  fire  until  the  infantry 
should  make  its  appearance.     At  about  twelve,  the  enemy's  infantry 
advanced,  apparently  with  the  intention  of  taking  possession  of  the 
bridge  which  we,  the  day  before,  constructed.      In  accordance  with 
orders,  we  opened  upon  them  with  all  the  guns.       They  were  soon 
driven  back,  occasionally  showing  themselves  afterwards ;    but  with 
the  same  result.     Their  loss  was  great,  and,  though  we  were  under  a 
terrific  fire  from  not  less  than  seven  batteries  from  ten  o'clock  till  six, 
P.  M.,  our  loss  was  very  small.     The  officers  and  men  distinguished 
themselves  on  this  occasion.     We  were  relieved,  at  six  o'clock,  P.  M., 
by  the  artillery  of  General  Hood's  division,  and  retired  to  camp  near 
Jeffersonton.     My  batteries  were  unparked  ^t  early  dawn  on  Monday 
morning,  August  25th,  and,  after  a  most  fatiguing  march,  arrived  at 
Bristoe  Station  about  nine  o'clock   Tuesday  ni£ht,  where  we  camped 
for   the   night.       Wednesday  morning,   I  was   ordered  to  follow  my 
division  to  Manassas.     As  we  approached  the  junction  we  were  fired 
upon  by  two  of  the  enemy's  rifled  guns.       Captain  Pegram  being  in 
front,  his  battery  was  carried  forward  and  placed  in  position  in  an  old 
redoubt.     Captain  Braxton's  battery  was  posted  on   the   east  side  of 
the  railroad,  and  the  batteries  of  Captains   Mclntosh  and  Crenshaw 
occupied  the  intermediate  ground.       The  enemy's  battery  was   soou 
silenced,  and  a  New  Jersey  brigade  was,  after  some  very  pretty  prac 
tice  on  the  part  of  Captains  Pegram,  Crenshaw;  Mclntosh  and  Brax- 
lon,  broken   and   put  to  flight.       We  moved  on  with  the  intention  of 
27 
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following  them  up,  but  the  character  of  the  country  was  such  as  to 
render  successful  pursuit  impossible,  and  the  idea  was  abandoned. 
There  was  no  loss  on  our  side ;  but  it  is  believed  that  the  loss  of  the 
enemy  was  considerable.  Wednesday  night,  at  twelve  o'clock,  we 
took  up  line  of  march  for  Centrevills,  and  from  thence  we  marched 
to  the  battle-field  of  Manassas,  where  we  arrived  Thursday  evening, 
the  28th  of  August.  The  artillery  took  no  part  in  the  engagement 
cf  that  afternoon.  On  Friday,  the  29th  August,  the  batteries  were 
placed  in  position  on  the  ridge  in  rear  and  to  the  left  of  General  A. 
P.  Hill's  division.  Captain  Braxton's  battery  was  engaged  early  in 
the  forenoon  on  the  extreme  left,  with  the  loss  cf  some  of  his  horses. 
Upon  the  cessation  of  the  enemy's  fire,  ours  ceased  also.  In  the 
afternoon,  a  section  of  Captain  Pegram's  battery  hotly  engaged  the 
enemy  on  the  right.  His  position  was  in  rear  of  General  Fields'  and 
Gregg's  brigades.  The  loss  of  this  section  was  very  heavy,  and,  the 
fire  continuing  with  unremitted  severity,  it  was  withdrawn.  Captain. 
Braxton  was  then  ordered  to  the  position,  and,  with  five  guns,  held  it, 
with  loss,  under  a  terrific  fire,  until  night  closed  in  upon  the  field. 
Captain  Crenshaw's  battery  was  also  engaged  during  the  day  from  a 
point  in  rear  of  General  Pender'a  brigade.  On  Saturday,  August 
30th,  the  batteries  of  Captains  Braxton,  Pegram,  Latham,  Davidson, 
Mclntosh  and  Crenshaw,  were  all  engaged  at  intervals  on  the  left  and 
rear  of  the  infantry.  The  enemy  made  several  demonstrations  with 
both  infantry  and  artillery  on  the  left,  all  of  which  were  promptly 
repelled  by  those  batteries. 

In  the  battle  of  Ox  Hill,  Monday,  September  1st,  my  command  did 
not  participate,  though  near  the  spot  and  under  fire.  Two  of' the  bat 
teries,  viz :  Captain  Mclntosh's  and  Braxton's,  being  in  position. 

At  Leesburg,  the  batteries  of  Captains  Latham  and  Fleet,  and  a 
section  of  Captain  Pegram's,  were,  by  order,  left  in  camp  to  recruit. 
Nothing  worthy  of  mention  in  this  report  transpired  in  our  march 
through  Maryland,  nor  until  our  arrival  at  Harper's  Ferry  on  the 
13th  of  September. 

In  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  the  14th,  my  artillery,  by  order  of 
Major  General  Hill,  went  into  battery  on  a  height  some  two  miles 
southwest  of  Bolivar  Heights,  from  which  point  we  shelled  the  woods 
on  Bolivar  Heights,  south  of  the  enemy's  earthworks.  About  sunset 
of  the  same  evening,  the  rifle  section  of  Captain  Mclntosh's  command 
went  into  battery  on  Bolivar  Heights  at  a  point  about  eight  hundred 
yards  distant  from  the  enemy's  earthworks.  General  Hill's  division 
being  in  advance  of  him. 

Before  dawn  next  morning,  Monday  18th,  a  section  from  the  bat 
teries  of  Captains  Braxton,  Pegram  and  Davidson,  and  the  full  bat 
tery  of  Captain  Crenshaw,  were  carried,  though  with  much  difficulty, 
to  the  point  occupied  by  Captain  Mclntosh,  (Captain  Crenshaw's  bat 
tery  was  held  in  reserve,  there  being  no  position  for  his  guns.)  At 
daylight,  the  batteries  opened  with  rapid  and  effective  fire  upon  the 
enemy's  works,  and  were  responded  to  by  two  batteries,  firing  quickly 
and  without  good  direction. 

By  General  Hill's  order,  our  fire  ceased  as  soon  as  that  of  the 
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enemy  was  discontinued,  which  occurred  in  an  hour.  At  the  latter 
part  of  the  engagement,  Captain  Crenshaw  relieved  Captain  Braxton, 
whose  ammunition  was  exhausted. 

After  a  short  interval,  the  enemy's  guns  again  opened,  but  slowly 
and  without  effect.  The  guns  of  Captains  Pegram  and  Crenshaw 
were  advanced  about  four  hundred  yards  nearer  their  earthworks,  and 
opened  furiously  upon  it.  In  five  minutes  a  white  flag  floated  upon 
the  works,  and  the  battle  ceased.  In  this  battle  our  casualties  were 
slight,  as  heretofore  reported. 

I  carried  four  of  my  batteries  into  the  fight  at  Sharpsburg,  viz : 
Eraxton's,  Pegram's,  Mclntosh's  and  Cren&haw's  ;  Captain  Davidson's 
was  left  at  Harper's  Ferry  with  General  Thomas'  brigade.  My  com 
mand  arrived  upon  the  field  at  about  three,  P.  M.,  and  went  imme 
diately  into  action.  Captain  Mclntosh  took  position  to  the  right  and 
in  rear  of  General  Toombs'  brigade — in  rear  of  the  position  after 
wards  taken  by  General  Archer's  brigade.  Here  he  was  hotly 
encountered  by  several  batteries  of  the  enemy,  to  whom  he  responded 
vigorously  until  his  attention  was  attracted  by  the  steady  and  formi 
dable  advance  of  the  enemy's  infantiy  upon  his  position.  The  infan 
try  on  the  left  not  supporting  him,  the  enemy  continued  to  advance 
in  defiance  of  his  rapid  and  effective  fire,  until  within  sixty  yards  o£ 
his  guns,  when  Captain  Mclntosh  was  forced  to  withdraw  his  men, 
horses  and  limbers.  By  this  time,  General  Archer's  brigade  had 
formed  in  line  of  battle  to  the  rear  of  the  battery,  and,  before  the 
enemy  reached  the  guns,  charged  and  drove  them  back  in  great  con 
fusion.  Captain  Pegram's  battery  was  posted  on  the  right  of  Captaia 
Mclntosh's,  and  directed  to  fire  chiefly  upon  the  enemy's  infantry. 
One  gun  of  this  batteryt(the  ammunition  of  the  balance  having  given 
out)  together  with  Captain  Braxton's  rifle,  which  had  been  engaging 
the  enemy  from  a  point  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Captain  Pegram's, 
were,  at  four  and-a-half,  P.  M.,  placed  in  battery  on  a  height  forming 
the  extreme  right  of  the  light  division  and  giving  an  enfilading. fire. 
From  this  point,  they  were  worked  with  beautiful  precision  and  great 
effect  upon  the  infantry  of  the  enemy  till  nightfall  closed  the  engage 
ment.  Captain  Pegram's  gun  was  withdrawn  after  a  few  rounds^  the 
men  being  exhausted  by  their  march  from  Harper's  Ferry  and  the 
labor  of  the  guns.  Captain  Crenshaw's  battery  was  the  last  to  reach 
the  field  and  take  position  on  a  hill  in  front  of  Captain  Mclntosh's, 
from  which,  disregarding  the  enemy's  artillery,  he  directed  his  fire 
entirely  at  their  infantry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  L.  WALKER, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding  Battalion^. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  A.  W.  HARMAN.  1 

HEADQUARTERS  TWELFTH  VIRGINIA  CAVALRY, 

October  6,  1862. 

To  Colonel  T.  T.  MUNFORP, 

Commanding  Robertson's  Brigade : 

COLONEL:  At  Manassas,  on  the  30th  of  August,  about  four  o'clook, 
?.  M.,  I  was  ordered,  with  six  companies  of  my  regiment,  (A,  B,  C, 
D,  E,  F  and  H,)  to  support  the  second  Virginia  cavalry.  I  found 
the  enemy  occupying  the  hill  to  the  right  of  the  Lewis  house  with  the 
£rst  Virginia  cavalry,  supported  by  a  Sew  York  and  the  first  Michi 
gan  cavalry,  drawn  up  about  two  hundred  yards  in  "their  rear.  I 
charged  the  regiment  on  the  hill  and  drove  them  back  on  their  sup 
ports,  which  were,  in  quick  succession,  broken  and  driven  back  in 
complete  disorder.  I  pursued  them  over  the  run  and  as  far  as  the 
pike,  near  the  stone  bridge,  capturing  many  prisoners,  among  them 
Colonel  Broadhead  and  Major  Atwood,  of  the  first  Michigan  cavalry, 
the  former  severely  wounded.  My  loss  was  six  men  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  HARMAN, 
Colonel  Twdftk  Virginia  Cavalry. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  PELHAM  OF  ACTION  AT  GROVETON 

HEIGHTS. 

NEAR  FREDERICKSBURG,  January  10,  1863. 
General  J.  E.  B.  STUART  : 

GENERAL  :  In  compliance  with  your  wishes,  I  submit  the  following 
memoranda  of  the  part  taken  by  my  battery  in  the  battle  of  Grove- 
ton  Heights  : 

By  your  orders,  I  left  Centreville  on  Thursday,  the  28th  of 
August,  1862,  in  rear  of  General  Jackson's  corps.  I  marched  with 
out  interruption  till  I  had  crossed  Bull  Run,  at  Lewis'  ford,  when  a 
small  party  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  appeared  in  my  rear.  I  detached 
Lieutenant  Breathed  with  one  piece  as  a  rear-guard,  and  moved  on 
with  the  rest  of  my  battery.  A  few  well-directed  shots  from 
Breathed's  gun  drove  the  enemy  off.  I  moved  up  the  \Varrentoa 
pike,  and,  when  near  the  "  Jim  Robinson  house,"  I  overtook  the  rear 
of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  which  had  just  left  the  turnpike  and 
was  moving  along  a  by-road  to  the  right.  I  moved  to  the  right  of 
this  division  and  passed  it.  I  moved  on  and  parked  my  battery  in  a 
field,  where  General  Jackson  had  ordered  all  his  artillery  to  await 
orders. 

Just  before  night,  orders  came  for  twenty  pieces  to  move  rapidly 
to  the  front.  I  took  three  pieces,  at  a  gallop,  through  a  thick  wood 
ia  front  of  this  general  park,  bearing  to  the  right  of  the  troops  in. 
position,  (Swell's  division,)  crossed  the  old  railroad  about  one  mile 
from  Groveton,  and  took  position  between  it  and  the  turnpike.  I 
neglected  to  state  that  one  of  my  guns  was  unable  to  keep  up  and 
was  lost  from  the  battery,  it  beicg  dark  and  the  road  narrow  and 
winding.  I  reported  to  General  Jackson,  and  he  told  me  that  his 
chief  of  artillery,  Major  Shumaker,  would  show  me  a  position.  He 
conducted  me  across  the  railroad,  as  above  stated.  I  moved  on  at  a 
gallop  until  a  heavy  volley  of  musketry  apprised  me  of  the  enemy's 
presence.  I  immediately  put  my  guns  in  position,  and  engaged 
them  at  about  fifty  or  sixty  yards.  We  continued  the  fight  for  an 
hour  or  more,  when,  our  reinforcements  coming  up,  we  drove  the 
enemy  back. 

During  the  latter  part  of  this  fight  I  had  l»it  one  gun,  the  other 
having  been  taken  off  by  the  order  of  some^nounted  officer.  It  was 
dark,  and  no  one  could  tell  who  he  was,  while  my  attention  was 
wholly  directed  to  the  right  piece. 

After  the  fight  was*over,  I  collected  the  other  pieces  of  my  battery 
and  reported  to  General  Stuart  the  next  morning.  [See  his  memoranda 
up  to  this  time.]  I  was,  by  him,  ordered  to  report  to  General  Jack 
son,  which  I  did  ;  and  he  ordered  me  to  ride  over  the  field  with  him,, 
and,  after  pointing  out  the  different  roads,  he  gave  me  discretionary 
orders  to  engage  my  battery  wherever  a  fitting  opportunity  should 
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occur.  General  A.  P.  Hill  sent  for  some  artillery  to  be  thrown  rap 
idly  forward,  as  the  enemy  were  giving  way.  I  placed  my  battery 
in  position,  near  the  railroad,  and  opened  on  some  batteries  and  a 
column  of  infantry  posted  on  the  hills  around  Groveton. 

JOHN  PELHAM, 
Major  Horse  Artillery. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  HAIRSTON. 

GAINESVILLE,  August  29,  1862—8,  P.  M. 
To  Colonel  CHILTON,  A.  A.   G.  : 

In  obedience  to  General  Lee's  order,  I  started  this  morning,  at 
eight  o'clock,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  cavalry,  to  goto  Warrenton, 
"  to  find  out  if  any  of  the  enemy's  forces  were  still  in  the  vicinity  of 
that  place."  I  went  from  Thoroughfare  to  the  right  on  a  by-road, 
which  took  me  into  the  Winchester  road  two  miles  below  Warrenton, 
and  came  up  to  the  rear  of  the  town.  I  enquired  of  the  citizens  and 
persons  I  met  on  the  way,  but  could  not  hear  that  any  of  their  forces 
were  in  the  vicinity  of  that  place.  They  informed  me  that  the  last 
left  yesterday  morning  in  the  direction  of  Gainesville  and  Warrenton 
Junction.  We  picked  up  on  the  way  forty-six  prisoners,  thirty  mus 
kets  and  rifles,  one  deserter  from  the  Stuart  horse  artillery,  and  one 
sutler,  with  his  wagon  and  driver.  I  also  paroled  two  lieutenants  in 
Warrenton,  who  were  too  sick  to  travel.  What  shall  I  do  with  the 
prisoners  ? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  H.  HAIRSTON, 
Major   commanding,  by  order  of  General  Lee. 

NOTE. — This  was  made  of  men  from  every  regiment  in  your  com 
mand,  with  one  entire  company,  headed  by  the  captain,  that  General 
Lee  had  handled  at  Thoroughfare  and  turned  over  to  me  when  he 
ordered  me  to  £0  on  the  expedition. 

S.  H.  H. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN    MYERS   OF    SEVENTH  VIRGINIA 

CAVALRY. 

CAMP    SEVENTH  VIRGINIA  CAVALRY,  > 
.      October  2o,   1862.      $ 

Colonel  MUNFORD, 

Commanding  Robertson's  Brigade  : 

The  seventh  regiment,  under  my  charge  on  the  30th  August  last, 
formed  the  third  regiment  in  column  (the  twelfth  preceding  it  and  the 
second  being  in  advance)  when  the  order  was  given  for  us  to  advance 
towards  Centreville  from  our  position  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  in 
fantry  that  day.  We  moved  about  two  miles  in  that  direction,  whea 
the  command  was  halted  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  road  we  started 
on,  and  the  second  ordered  over  the  hill  on  the  right  of  the  column. 
The  second  being  soon  engaged  with  the  enemy,  we  were  ordered  to 
support  it,  the  twelfth  preceding  the  seventh  regiment.  When  the 
head  of  our  right  came  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  on  the  right,  the  enemy 
were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on  an  opposite  hill,  about  four  hun 
dred  yards  distant,  their  line  extending  a  considerable  distance  on  the 
left.  When  the  second  and  twelfth  engaged  the  enemy,  I  ordered  the 
regiment  to  charge,,  with  drawn  sabres,  on  their  right  flank",  which  the 
whole  command  obeyed  with  the  greatest  alacrity,  charging  upon 
them  with  shouts  that  made  the  very  welkin  ring  and  routing  the  en 
tire  line  on  our  left,  and  by  dashing  on  after  the  retreating  foe,  and 
charging  another  force  of  them  that  had  formed  on  our  right,  in  a 
woods,  about  eight  hundred  yards  from  the  first  line,  we  cut  off  a 
large  number  of  them  on  our  right,  a  portion  of  whom  the  seventh 
captured,  and  the  others  by  the  second  and  twelfth.  After  breaking, 
the  enemy  formed  in  the  woods,  we  pursued  them  about  three- quarters 
of  a  mile  beyond  Bull  Run,  when  we  were  ordered  back.  On  the  op 
posite  bluff  of  Bull  Run,  a  portion  of  them,  with  a  small  piece  of 
artillery,  had  formed  again.  They  fired  one  round  of  grape,  after 
which  they  all  broke  again  and  made  no  other  stand.  We  captured 
some  forty  prisoners  below  Bull  Run.  The  whole  command  did  their 
duty  nobly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  B.  MYERS, 

Captain  commanding. 


MAJOR  HAWKS'  REPORT  OF  CAPTURED  STORES. 

SUBSISTENCE  DEPARTMENT  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 
Guineas  Station,  Feb.  6,  1862. 

Lieutenant  General  JACKSON, 

Commanding  Second  Army  Corps  : 

GENERAL  :  The  following  statement  of  property  captured  by  your 
command  is  as  nearly  complete  as"  I  can  make  it : 

At  Front  Royal — Eighty-five  barrels  of  flour. 

Winchester  and  Martinsbug — One  hundred  and  three  cattle,  92,700 
pounds  gross,  14,637  pounds  bacon,  6,000  pounds  hard  bread,  2,400 
pounds  sugar,  350  bushels  salt. 

Harper's  Ferry — One  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds, 
salt  pork,  1,545  pounds  salt  beef,  19,267  pounds  bacon,  155,954 
pounds  hard  bread,  628  pounds  rice,  4,930  pounds  coffee,  209  pounds 
sugar,  67  pounds  candles,  280  pounds  soap,  9  bushels  beans,  154 
bushels  salt,  180  gallons  vinegar,  80  gallons  molasses.  v 

At  McDowell  nothing  was  captured  except  hard  bread,  which  was 
issued  to  troops  passing  through — an  extra  ration. 

At  Winchester,  Martin  sburg  and  Harper's  Ferry  large  amounts  of 
supplies  were  carried  oif  by  division  wagons,  of  which  no  report  was 
made  to  me.  Full  rations  issued  to  thirteen  thousand  of  the  enemy 
for  two  days  at  Harper's  Ferry.  The  issue  was  made  before  an  in 
ventory  was  taken. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  J.  HAWKS, 
Major  and  Commissary  of  Sub.,  Second  Army  Corps,  A.  N.  V. 


MAJOR  BARMAN'S  REPORT  OF  CAPTURED  STORES. 

Lieutenant  General  JACKSON, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  A.  AT.  V.  ' 

List  of  property  captured  and  turned  into  the  Chief  Quartermaster 
Valley  District,  during  the  second  and  third  quarters,  1S62  : 

Ninety-four  quires  letter  paper,  64  1-2  quires  cap  paper,  10  quires 
note  paper,  3,425  envelopes,  172  steel  pens,  95  bottles  ink,  1  bottle 
red  ink,  1  bottle  mucilage,  65  camp  stoves,  2  cooking  stoves,  293 
tin  plates,  52  spoons,  20  tin  cups,  80  table  knives,  31  table  forks,  12 
acksp  cards,  8  anvils,  1  set  blacksmith's  tools,  33  crow-bars,  7  viles, 
575  rasps,  12  files,  31  hatchets,  15  cross-cut  saws,  1  auger,  10  ham- 
rcers,  3  sets  carpenter's  tools,  5  chests,  1  iron  maul,  1  peg  cutter,  233 
horses,  21  mules,  19  wagons,  9  sets  lead  harness,  2  sets  wheel  har 
ness,  87  pair  traces,  13  pair  artillery  traces,  47  halter  chains,  10  tar 
buckets,  61  collars,  12  saddles,  21  bridles,  27  artillery  saddles,  6 
artillery  valises,  2  leg  guards,  19  pair  artillery  harness,  5  breast  stra.ps, 
5  breeching,  16  feed  pockets,  25  wagon  bolts,  350  wagon  hammers, 
8  wheelbarrows,  13  axes,  127  helves,  277  picks,  212  shovels,  82 
spades,  50  mess  pans,  71  camp  kettles,  I  skillet  lid,  305  pairs  shoes, 
2  pairs  ladies'  shoes,  2  pairs  misses  shoes,  3  pairs  children's  shoes,  30 
oil-cloth  blankets,  14  blankets,  2  hats,  23-4  dozen  neck  ties,  7  pairs 
suspenders,  6  handkerchiefs,  28  picked  pins,  1  pulley  block,  1  jack 
screw,  190  insulators,  134  tents,  144  buckles,  545  yards  cotton  cloth, 
3,816  horse  shoes,  14,061  pounds  do  ,  840  pounds  horse  shoe  nails, 
50  pounds  nails,  20  pounds  spikes,  303  pounds  rope,  200  feet  picked 
rope,  275  pounds  iron,  4  kegs  grease,  1  barrel  tar,  5,300  pounds 
leather,  1  case  of  oil,  29  bundles  telegraph  wire,  3  platform  scales,  1 
keg  white  lead. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  which  is  a  list  of  the  captured  property 
that  came  into  my  possession,  a  considerable  amount  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  various  quartermasters  of  the  command,  which  it  is 
supposed  they  have  reported  to  Richmond.  A  large  amount  of  the 
property  captured,  however,  was  not  turned  into  the  quartermaster's 
department  at  all — the  order  to  turn  over  such  property  not  having 
been  fully  carried  out,  especially  by  the  cavalry. 

A  very  large  amount  of  medical  and  ordnance  stores  were  captured 
and  sent  off  by  me,  for  the  character  and  amounts  of  which  I  refer 
you  to  the  heads  of  those  departments.  Throughout  the  corps,  many 
worn-out  wagons  were  exchanged  for  good  Yankee  ones — the  useless 
ones  being  left  behind. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  HARMAN, 
Major  and  Chief  Quarter master ,  Second  Corps. 


BATTLE  OF  FREDERICKSBURG. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  GENERAL  LONGSTREET. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  ARMY  CORPS,  4A.  N.  V.,  ) 
Near  Fredericksburg,  Fa,,  Dec.  20,  ISO  2.      J 


Brigadier  General  R.  H. 

Assistant  Adjutant  end  Inspector   General: 

GENERAL:  Upon  my  arrival  at  Fredericksburg,  on  the  I3th  of 
November,  the  troops  of  this  command  were  assigned  to  positions  as 
follows,  viz  :  McLaws  division  upon  the  heights  immediately  behind 
the  city  and  south  of  the  Telegraph  road  ;  Andersonrs  division  on 
McLaws'  left  and  occupying  the  heights  as  far  as  Taylor's  hill  on  the 
Rappahannock  ;  Pickett's  division  on  McLaws'  right  and  extending 
to  the  rear  along  the  margin  of  the  wood  which  skirts  Deep  Run  val 
ley  ;  Hood's  division  near  Hamilton's  Crossing  of  the  railroad  ;  Ran 
som's  division  in  reserve,  near  my  headquarters.  Our  batteries  were 
assigned  positions  along  the  heights  by  General  Pendleton,  Colonel 
Cabell,  Colonel  Alexander  and  Captain  Johnson,  (Colonel  Walton  be 
ing  absent  sick.)  Pits  were  made  for  the  protection  of  these  batteries 
under  the  supervision  of  those  officers.  A  portion  of  General  Pen- 
dleton's  reserve  artillery  was  assigned  to  the  heights  with  Major  Gen 
eral  McLaws'  division.  Colonel  Walton's  (Washington  Artillery) 
ocupied  the  hights  at  Marye's  Hill,  and  a  portion  of  Colonel  Alexan 
der's  reserve  occupied  the  other  portion  of  Anderson's  front,  extend 
ing  to  the  Taylor  house,  on  our  left.  The  brigade  batteries  that  were 
not  assigned  to  positions  on  the  heights  were  held  in  readiness  to  co 
operate  with  their  commands,  or  for  any  other  service  that  might  be 
required  of  them.  Our  picket  line  was  established  along  the  river 
bank  extending  from  Bank's  ford  to  Talcott  battery,  the  most  impor 
tant  portion  of  it  under  the  immediate  orders  of  Major  General  Mc 
Laws.  Upon  the  approach  of  General  Jackson's  army,  Hood's  division 
•was  closed  in  upon  the  right  of  Pickett,  and  put  in  position  upon  the 
heights  on  the  opposite  side  of  Deep  Run  valley.  In  addition  to  the 
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natural  strength  of  the  position,  ditches,  stone-fences  and  road-cuts, 
were  found  along  different  portions  of  the  line,  and  parts  of  General 
McLaws'  line  were  further  strengthened  by  rifle-trenches  and  abattis. 

The  enemy  held  quiet  possession  of  the  Stafford  Heights  until  three 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  llth,  when  our  signal  guns  gave  notice 
of  his  approach.  The  troops,  being  at  their  different  camp  grounds, 
were  formed  immediately  and  marched  to  tjjeir  positions  along  the  line. 
Ransom's  division  was  ordered  to  take  a  sheltered  position  in  easy 
supporting  distance  of  the  batteries  on  the  Marye  Hill.  Before  the 
trcops  got  to  their  positions,  McLaws'  pickets  (Barksdale's  brigade) 
engaged  the  enemy  at  the  river,  and  from  time  to  time,  drove  back 
different  working  parties  engaged  in  laying  the  bridges.  The  enemy 
was  compelled,  eventually,  to  abandon  his  plan  of  laying  the  bridges, 
and  began  to  throw  his  troops  across  the  river  in  boats,  under  cover  of 
the  fire  of  his  sharpshooters,  and  an  hundred  and  fifty  odd  pieces  of 
artillery. 

At  many  points  along  the  river  bank  our  troops  could  get  no  pro 
tection  from  the  artillery  fire.  This  was  particularly  the  case  at  the 
mouth  of  Deep  Run,  where  the  enemy  succeeded  in  completing  his 
bridge  early  in*  the  afternoon.  Later  in  the  afternoon  he  succeeded  in 
throwing  large  bodies  of  troops  across,  at  the  city,  by  using  his  boats. 
Barksdale,  however,  engaged  them  fiercely  at  every  point,  and  with 
remarkable  success.  Soon  after  dark,  General  McLaws  ordered  Barks- 
dale's  brigade  to  retire.  The  General  was  so  confident  of  his  position 
that  a  second  order  was  sent  him  before  he  would  yield  the  field.  His 
brigade  was  then  relieved  by  that  of  Brigadier  General  T.  R.  R.  Cobb, 
which  was  placed  by  General  McLaws  along  the  Telegraph  road,  in 
front  of  Marye's  house,  (a  stone  fence  and  cut  along  this  road  gave 
good  protection  against  infantry.)  When  Cobb's  brigade  got  into 
position,  Ransom's  division  was  withdrawn  and  placed  in  reserve. 
During  the  night  the  enemy  finished  his  bridges  and  began  to  throw 
his  troops  across. 

His  movements,  early  on  the  12th,  seemed  to  be  directly  against 
our  right ;  but  when  the  fog  lifted,  columns  were  seen  opposite  Freder- 
icksburg,  the  head  of  them  then  crossing  at  the  bridges  opposite  the 
city.  Ransom's  division  was  moved  back  to  the  Marye  Hill.  Feather- 
ston's  brigade  of  Anderson's  division,  (previously  occupying  this  hill) 
was  closed  in  upon  the  other  brigades  of  Anderson.  The  entire  day 
was  occupied  by  the  enemy  in  throwing  his  forces  across  the  river, 
and  deploying  his  columns.  Our  batteries  were  opened  upon  the 
masses  of  infantry  whenever  they  were  in  certain  range.  Our  fire 
invariably  drew  that  of  the  enemy's  on  the  opposite  heights,  and  they 
generally  kept  up  the  fire  long  after  our  batteries  had  ceased. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  I  rode  to  the  right  of  my  posi 
tion,  Hood's  division.  The  dense  fog  in  the  early  twilight  concealed 
the  enemy  from  view  ;  but  his  commands,  "  Forward,  guide  centre, 
march  !"  were  distinctly  heard  at  different  points  near  my  right.  From 
the  direction  of  the  sound,  and  the  position  of  his  troops  the  day  be 
fore,  I  concluded  that  his  attack  would  be  upon  General  Jackson,  at 
some  point  beyond  my  right.  I  therefore  rode  back  to  a  point  near 
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the  centre  of  my  forces,  giving  notice  to  General  Hood  that  the  ene 
my  would  attack  General  Jackson  beyond  his  right,  that  he 'should 
watch  carefully  the  movements,  and  when  an  opportunity  offered,  he 
should  move  forward  and  attack  the  enemy's  flank.  Similar  instruc 
tions  were  given  to  General  Pickett,  with  orders  to  co-operate  with 
General  Hood.  The  attack  was  made  as  had  been  anticipated.  It  did 
not  appear  to  have  all  the  force  of  a  real  attack,  however,  and  Gene 
ral  Hood  did  not  feel  authorized  to  make  more  than  a  partial  advance. 
Where  he  did  move  out,  he  drove  the  enemy  back  in  handsome  style. 

About  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  I  sent  orders  for  the  batteries  to  play 
upon  the  streets  and  bridges  beyond  the  city,  by  way  of  diverson  in 
favor  of  our  right.  The  batteries  had  hardly  opened,  when  the  en 
emy's  infantry  began  to  move  out  towards  my  line.  Our  pickets  in 
front  of  the  Marye  house  were  soon  driven  in,  and  the  enemy  began 
to  deploy  his  forces  in  front  of  that  point.  Our  artilley  being  in  po 
sition,  opened  fire  as  soon  as  the  masses  became  dense  enough  to  war 
rant  it.  This  fire  was  very  destructive  and  demoralizing  in  its  effects, 
and  frequently  made  gaps  in  the  enemy's  ranks  that  could  be  seen  at 
the  distance  of  a  mile.  The  enemy  continued  his  advance  and  made 
his  attack  at  the  Marye  Hill  in  bandsome  style.  He  did  not  meet  the 
fire  of  ourinfantry  with  any  heart,  however,  and  was  therefore  readily 
repulsed.  Another  effort  was  speedily  made  ;  but  with  little  more  suc 
cess.  The  attack  was  again  renewed,  and  again  repulsed.  Other  forces 
were  seen  preparing  for  another  attack,  when  I  suggested  to  General 
McLaws  the  propriety  of  reinforcing  his  advanced  line  with  a  brigade. 
He  had  previously  reinforced  with  part  of  Kershaw's  brigade,  and  or 
dered  forward  the  balance.  About  this  time,  Brigadier  General  T. 
R.  R.  Cobb  fell,  mortally  wounded,  and  almost  simultaneously  Briga 
dier  General  J.  R.  Cooke  was  severely  wounded. 

General  Kershaw  dashed  to  the  front  to  take  the  command.  Gen 
eral  Ransom,  on  the  Marye  Hill,  was  charged  with  the  immediate  care 
of  the  point  attacked,  with  orders  to  send  forward  additional  reinforce 
ments,  if  it  should  become  necessary,  and  to  use  Featherston's  bri 
gade  (Anderson's  division)  if  he  should  require  it. 

The  attack  upon  our  right  seemed  to  subside  about  two  o'clock, 
when  I  directed  Major  General  Pickett  to  send  me  two  of  his  brigades. 
One  (Kemper's)  was  sent  to  General  Ransom,  to  be  placed  in  some 
secure  position  to  be  ready  in  case  it  should  be  wanted.  The  other 
(Jenkins')  was  ordered  to  General  McLaws,  to  replace  that  of  Ker 
shaw  in  his  line. 

The  enemy  soon  completed  his  arrangements  for  a  renewed  attack, 
and  moved  forward  with  much  determination.  He  met  with  no  better 
success  than  he  had  on  the  previous  occasions.  These  efforts  were 
repeated  and  continued  from  time  to  time  till  after  night,  when  he 
left  the  field  literally  strewn  with  his  dead  and  wounded. 

Colonel  Walton's  ammunition  was  exhausted  about  sunset,  and  his 
batteries  were  relieved  by  Colonel  Alexander's.  Orders  were  given  for 
fresh  supplies  of  ammunition,  and  for  everything  to  be  prepared  for 
a  renewal  of  the  battle  at  daylight. 

On  the  14th  there  was  little  firing  between  the  sharpshooters.    The 
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enemy  screening  his  forces  under  a  slight  descent  in  the  ground,  held 
a  position  about  four  hundred  yards  in  front  of  us.  In  the  afternoon, 
I  sent  Capt.  Latrobe,  of  my  stalf,  to  the  left  to  place  artillery  in  position 
to  play  along  the  enemy's  line,  with  instructions  to  Colonel  Alexander 
to  use  such  artillery  there  as  he  might  think  proper.  The  point  was 
selected  arid  the  pits  made  by  light  the  folloAving  morning.  General 
Ransom  was  also  ordered  to  strengthen  his  position  on  the  Marye 
Hill  by  rifle  trenches.  Similar  instructioas  were  sent  along  the  en 
tire  line.  These  prepartions  were  made  to  meet  the  grand  attack  of  the 
enemy,  confidently  expected  on  Monday  morning.  As  the  attack  was  not 
made,  the  artillery  and  General  Ransom's  sharpshooters  opened  upon 
the  enemy  and  drove  him  back  to  cover  in  the  city. 

During  the  night,  the  enemy  recrossed  the  river.  His  retreat  WAS 
not  discovered  till  he  had  crossed  the  river  and  cut  his  bridges  at  this 
end.  Our  sharpshooters  were  moved  forward,  and  our  old  positions 
resumed. 

Four  hundred  prisoners,  fifty-five  hundred  stands  of  small  arms, 
and  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  rounds  of  small  arm  ammunition 
were  captured. 

Our  loss,  for  the  number  engaged,  was  quite  heavy.  Brigadier 
General  T.  R.  R.  Cobb  fell,  mortally  wounded,  in  the  heat  of  the  bat 
tle  of  the  1 3th.  He  defended  his  position  with  great  gallantry  and 
ability.  In  him  we  have  lost  one  of  our  most  promising  officers  and 
statesmen.  A  tabular  statement  and  lists  of  the  killed,  wounded  and 
missing  accompany  this  report. 

Much  credit  is  due  Major  General  McLaws  for  his  untiring  zeal  and 
ability  in  preparing  his  troops  and  his  position,  for  a  successful  re 
sistance,  and  the  ability  with  which  he  handled  his  troops  after  the 
attack.  I  would  also  mention,  as  particularly  distinguished  in  the  en 
gagement  of  the  13th,  Brigadier  Generals  Ransom,  Kershaw  and 
Cooke,  (severely  wounded,)  and  Colonel  McMillan,  who  succeeded  to 
the  command  of  Cobb's  brigade,  and  Colonel  Walton,  (Washington 
Artillery,)  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Alexander,  (reserve  artillery.) 

Brigadier  General  Barksdale,  with  his  brigade,  held  the  enemy's 
entire  army  at  the  river  bank  for  sixteen  hours,  giving  us  abundance 
of  time  to  complete  our  arrangements  for  battle.  A  more  gallant  and 
worthy  service  is  rarely  accomplished  by  so  small  a  force. 

I  refer  you  the  reports  of  these  officers  for  more  detailed  accounts 
of  the  engagements.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Govern 
ment  to  the  gallant  officers  and  men  mentioned  in  their  reports. 

Major  Generals  Anderson,  Pickett  and  Hood,  with  their  gallant 
divisions,  were  deprived  of  their  opportunity  by  the  unexpected  and 
hasty  retreat  of  the  enemy.  A  portion  of  General  Anderson's  com 
mand  was  engaged  in  defending  the  passage  of  the  river ;  a  portion 
of  General  Hood's  in  driving  back  the  attack  against  our  right,  and  a 
portion  of  Pickett's  did  important  service  near  the  Marye  Hill.  I 
refer  you  to  their  reports  for  particular  accounts. 

Major  Gaanett  held  three  batteries  in  reserve,  in  the  valley  between 
the  positions  of  Generals  Pickett  and  Hood,  and  was  much  disap 
pointed  not  to  have  the  opportunity  to  use  them. 
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My  staff  officers,  Major  Sorrell,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Manning,  Maj. 
Fairfax,  Captain  Latrobo,  Captain  Goree,  and  Lieutenant  Blackwell, 
gave  me  their  usual  intelligent,  willing  aid.  Major  Haskell,  Captaia 
Young  and  Captain  Rodgers,  volunteered  their  assistance  and  ren 
dered  important  services. 

My  thanks  are   also  due  to  Surgeon  Cullen,  chief  surgeon  ;  Major 
Mitchell,  chief  quartermaster;  Major  Moses,  chief  of    the  subsist 
ence  department,  and  Captain  Manning,  signal  officer,  for  valuable 
services  in  their  respective  departments. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 

Most  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant  General  cormnanding. 
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LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  in  the  First  Army  Corps,  Army  Northern 
Virginia,  in  the  Battles  before  Fredericksburg,  December,  1862. 


Division. 

Anderson's  
Anderson's  
Anderson's  

Brigade. 

Regiment.                Killed. 

Wounded. 

Total  . 

Perr.v's  
Porrv's 

5th  Florida  

1 
37 
5 
6 
18 
3 

6 

1 

S'h  Florida  

1 

Perry's    
Feathe'ston's  

Donaldsonville  artillery 
19th  Mississippi..   *. 

Anderson's  
A  nderson's  
Anderson's  

16th  Mississippi 

Featherston's  
FeatherBton'p  

2d  Mississippi  battalion 
12th  Mississippi...           '   -     ... 

A  nderson'e  
Anderson's,  
Anderson's  
Anderson's 

Foatberstoi.'s  
Wriirht'e  

Three  batteries  
31  Georgia  
2d  Georgia  battalion  
llth  Alabama  

6th  Virginia 

1 

1 
3 

Wright's  
Willcox'rt              .... 

6 

1 

i 

Anderson's  
Ander&onV  

Mahone's  
Mahone's  

41«t  Virginia  .. 

2 

6  let  Virginia 

16 

87 

103 

Pickett's  

Kemper's  
Kemper's  

1st  Virginia  

9 
5 
4 
13 
7 
4 
1 
3 

46 

9 

5 
4 
13 
7 
4 
1 
3 

46 

~~  103~~ 
15 
58 
178 
£8 
68 
29 
9 

.508 

Pickett's 

3d  Virginia  

Pickett's  

Kemper's..  

7th  Virginia..  

Pickett's  
Pickett'H. 

llth  Virginia 

Keniper'e  

24th  Virginia 

Pickett's  . 

P  S   8 

Piekett's  

Jenkins'  

6th  Soufh  Carolina...   . 

Picket?! 

Jenkins'                .  ... 

2cl  youth  Carolina  

—  — 

15th  Nortn  Carolina  

Cook's  

108 

13 

5S 

24 
75 
20 
9 
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RaiiHom's 

Cook's     

•27th  N^rth  Carolina... 
46th  Nv/rtti  Carolina 

Z 

Ransom's    .       
Ransom's  .  .  W 

Cook's  
Cook's  

48th  North  Carolina...  . 
24'  h  North  Carolina  
25th  North  Carolina  
3;>th  North  Carolina.... 
49th  North  Carolina.  .  .  . 

17 
4 
13 

I 

Ransom's 

Random's  .... 

Ransom's  
Ransom's  

Rr.nsom'D..  .   
Ransom's  

Ransom's  •  

Ransom's  

45 

Hood's  

Hood's  

Law's  
Law's  

6t!i  North  Carolina  
44tL  Alabama  

5 

20 
1 
16 
40 
192 
8 
6 
2 

25 
1 
19 
46 
224 
3 

2 

1 
5 
6 
3 
1 

Hood's. 

Law's                     

4th  Alabama  

3 
6 

Hood's... 

Law's  

54th  North  Carolina  
57th  North  Carolina.... 

Hood's... 

Hood's 

Hood's  

Toombs'  

15th  Georgia  
20th  Gconria  

1 

Hood's... 

Toombb'  

Hood's 

4th  Texas  
5'b  Texan 

1 

Hood's 

5 
6 

1 

Hood's  
Hood's  

Anderson's  

7th  Georgia  

8th  Georgia  

1 

Hocd's  

Anderson's  

9th  Georgia  

49 

294 
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Phillip's  Legion  

16th  Georgia. 

18 

4 

56 
61 
30 
I 

23 
18 
11 
13 
7 
40 
119 
35 
47 
1 

69 
65 
30 
3 
23 
13 
11 
It 
7 
40 
119 
35 
47 
1 

McLaws'.  
McLaws'-  •  ••  

Cobb's.     ..    .'  
Cobb's  

18th  Georgia  

BtntV            t 

McLaws  

Barksdale'e  
Rarksdale's  
FUrksdale's    .. 

13th  Mississippi  

McLaws  ,. 

18ih  Mississippi  ... 

21i-t  Mississippi 

McLaws      . 

17th  Mississippi  

McLaws  .IKershaw  B  
MpL'iws                             'Kerehaw  B  

8th  South  Carolina 

2d  South  Carolina 

McLawb                              Kershnw  a 

3d  South  Carolina  



McLaws                            Kewh*w*>.  .«  • 

IMh  Bouth  Carolina 

McLawe  

Kershaw  s  . 

James'  battery 

17 
3 

464 

481 

Btuart's  
Stuart's  
Stuart's  

W.  H.  P.  Lee'e  
W.H.  F.  Lee's  
W.  H.  F.  Lee'e  

Washington  Artillery.. 
15th  Virginia  cavalry.. 

22 
6 
1 
G 

25 
6 
1 
6 

9th  Virginia  cavalry* 

Henry's  Artillery 

a                     :'.r> 

••s 
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REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  GENERAL  JACKSON, 

HEADQUART&RS  SECOND  CORPS,  ARMY  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA,  > 

January  31,  1803.       ] 

Brigadier  General  R.  H.  CHILTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General.  A.  N,  V.: 

GENFRAL:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  corps  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  on  Saturday, 
the  13th  of  December' last: 

In  pursuance  of  orders,  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill  moved  his 
division  at  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  from  his  encampment 
near  Yerby's,  and  relieved  Major  General  Hood,  then  ported  near 
Hamilton's  Crossing.  At  the  same  time  Brigadier  General  Talia- 
ferro,  then  in  command  of  Jackson's  division,  moved  from  his  encamp 
ment  above  Guineas  Depot  and  took  position  in  rear  of  Major  Gen 
eral  A.  P.  Hill. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  Swell's  division,  under  Briga 
dier  General  J.  A.  Early,  aryl  Major   General   D.   H.   Hill,  with  his 
division,  arrived,  after  a  severe  night's  inarch   from   their  respective 
encampments,  in  the  vicinity  of  Buckner's  Neck   and   Port  Royal — 
the  troops  of  Major  General  D.  II.  Hill  being  from  fifteen  to  eighteen 
iniles  distant  from   the  point  to   which   they  were   ordered.       On  the 
morning  of  that   day   the   troops  were   arranged   as  follows:     Major 
General  A.  P.  Hill  occupied  the  front  line,  form-ed  of  two  regiments 
of  Field's  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel   Brockenbrough,  ancl  the 
brigades  of  Archer,  Lane  and  Ponder,  (posted  from   right  to   left  in 
the  order  named,)  his  right  rating  on  the  road  leading  from  Hamil-* 
ion's  Crossing   to  the    Port   Royal    road,  and    his  left  extending    to 
•within  a  short  distance  of  Deep  Run.      These   troops  were  partially 
concealed    by  the   wood,  near    the  edge  of  which    they  were    posted. 
The    remainder   of    Brockenbrough's    command,    consisting    cf    the 
fortieth  and'fifty-fifth  Virginia,  was  immediately  in  roar  of  Walker's 
batteries,  and  acting  as  a  support  to  them.     Of  the  other  two  brigades,, 
Gregg's  and  Thomas's,  of  the  same  division,  the   first  was   in  rear  of 
the  interval  between  Archer  and  Lane,  and  the  second  in  rear  of  the 
interval  between  Lane  and  Fender.       The  divisions   under   Generals 
Early  and  Taliaferro  formed  the   second  line — Early   being   on  the 
right.     The  division  of  Major   General   D.  II.  Hill,   which   was  still 
further  in  rear,  constituting  the  reserve.     Upon  the  eminence  imme 
diately  to  the  right,  Lieutenant   Colonel  Walker  (Major  General  A. 
P.  Hill's  chief  of  artillery)  had  in  position  fourteen  guns,  composed 
of  the  batteries  of  Pegrain  and  Mclntosh,  with  sections  from  the  bat 
teries  of  Crenshaw,  Latham   and  Johnson,   commanded   respectively 
by  Lieutenants  Ellett,  Potts  and  Clutter.     On  the  left  of  the  line  and 
near  the  Bernard  cabins,  were  posted  twenty-one  guns  of  the  batte 
ries  of  Captains  Davidson,  Raine,  Caskie  and  Braxton,  all  under  tho 
immediate  direction  of  Captain  Davidson,     To  the  right  and  some  two 
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hundred  yards  in  front  of  these,  and  beyond  the  railroad,  were  posted 
twelve  guns,  from  the  batteries  of  Captains  Carpenter,  Wooding  and 
Braxton,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Brockenbrough,  General 
Taliaferro's  chief  of  artillery ;  Carpenter's  battery,  commanded  by 
lieutenant  McKendree,  and  Braxton's,  by  Lieutenant  Marye.  Oa 
my  left  was  Major  General  Hood,  of  Longstreet's  corps,  and  on  my 
right  and  front,  the  cavalry,  under  command  of-  Major  General  Stuart, 
with  a  battery,  near  the  Port  Royal  road,  under  the  direction  of  Major 
Pelharn,  of  the  Stuart  horse  artillery,  aided,  in  the  course  of  the  day, 
by  sections  from  the  batteries  of  Captain  Poague,  (Lieutenant  Gra 
ham  commanding.)  Captains  Wilson,  Smith,  Garber,  Dance,  and  the 
Louisiana  (iuards.  of  my  corps,  thrown  into  position  so  as  to  cross 
their  firo  with  the  guns  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker,  and  designed 
to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  About  ten 
o'clock,  ti^  the  fog  disappeared,  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  arranged  in 
order  of  battle,  were  distinctly  visible  in  the  plain  between  us  and 
the  rive>\  covering  my  front  and  extending  far  to  the  left  towards 
Frederirk^uirg.  The  force  in  front  of  me  I  supposed  to  number, 
about  fiTry -five  thousand.  Pelham,  with  part  of  the  Stuart  horse- 
.artillery,  w.is  soon  engaged  with  the.  artillery  of  the  enemy,  and  a 
brisk  and  an  animated  COL  test  was  kept  up  for  about  an  hour.  Soon. 
after  Pe'h-un.  in  obedience  to  "orders,  had  withdrawn  from  his  position 
<ii\  the  Pert  Royal  road,  the  enemy  directed  his  artillery  on  the  heights 
held  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker,  and  upon  the  woods  generally, 
occupied  hy  our  troops,  evidently  with  a  view  of  causing  us  to  disclose 
whatever  troops  or  artillery  were  there.  Not  eliciting  any  response, 
the  enemy  w.ts  seemingly  satisfied  that  he  would  experience  but  little 
resistance  to  ft  effort  to  obtain  possession  of  this  hill.  Accordingly, 
about  eleven  o'clock,  he  advanced  by  the  flank,  parallel  to  the  Port 
Royal  road,  nearly  to  the  road  running  from  thence  to  Hamilton's 
Crossing,  now  unimpeded  in  his  march,  as  Pelham  was  withdrawn.' 
Facing  to  the  front,  he  advanced  in  line  ot  battle  across  the  plain 
straight  upon  the  position  occupied  by  Walker.  His  batteries  reserved 
their  fire  until  the  enemy's  lines  came  within  less  than*  eight  hundred 
yards,  when  tho  fourteen  guns  opened,  pouring  such  a  storm  of  snot 
and  shell  inro  his  ranks  as  to  cause  him  first  to  halt,  then  to  waver, 
snd,  at  l;ift,  seek  shelter  by  flight.  About  one  o'clock,  the  main 
attack  w  s  made  by  heavy  and  rapid  discharges  of  artillery.  Un  lei'  the 
protectit  n  ;t*  this  warm  and  well-directsd  fire,  his. infantry, ^in  he-vy 
force,  advance*!,  seeking  the  partial  protection  of  a  piece  of  wood 
*xtendhi£  bey bud  the  railroad.  The  batteries  on  the  right  played  on 
their  rai«ks  v/ith  destructive  effect.  The  advancing  force  was  visibly 
staggered  by  our  rapid  and  well-directed  artillery  ;  but,  soon  recov 
ering  fiow  the  shock,  the  Federal  troops,  consisting  of  the  main  body 
•:$f  Fi>aiiV fin's  grand  division,  supported  by  a  portion  of  Ho  »ker's 
grand  division,  continued  to  press  forward.  Advancing  within  point. 
!>lank  range  of  our  infantry,  and  thus  exposed  to  tho  murderous  fire 
of  musketry  and  artillery,  the  struggle  became  fierce  and  sanguinary.. 
They  continued,  however,  still  to  press  forward,  and,  before  Genera). 
&,  P.  Hill  closed,  the  interval  which  he  had  left  between  Archer  and; 
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Lane,  it  was  penetrated,  and,  the  enemy  pressing  forward  in  over 
whelming  'numbers  through  that  interval,  turned  Lane's  right  and 
Archer's  left.  Thus  attacked, in  front  and  rear,  the  fourteenth  Ten 
nessee  and  nineteenth  Georgia,  of  Archer's  brigade,  and  the  entire 
brigade  of  Lane,  fell  back  ;  but  not  until  after  a  bra-ve  and  obstinate 
resistance.  Notwithstanding  the  perilous  situation  in  which  ArcherV 
brigade  wag  placed,  his  right,  changing  fro^t,  coi.tinued  to  struggle 
with  undaunted  firmness,  materially  checking  the  advance  of  the 
enemy  until  reinforcements  came  to  its  support.  The  brigade  of 
General  Thomas,  posted  as  before  stated,  moved  gallantly  forward,  and, 
joined  by  the  seventh  and  part  of  the  eighteenth  North  Carolina*  of 
Lane's  brigade,  gallantly  drove  back  a  Federal  column  which  had 
broken  thiough  Lane's  line.  In  the  meantime,  a  large  force  of  the 
enemy  penetrated  the  wood  in  rear  of  the  position  occupied  by  the 
brigades  of  Lane  and  Archer,  and  cam'e  in  contact  with  Gregg's  bri 
gade.  Taken  by  surprise,  Orr's  rifles  were  thrown  into  confusion. 
It  was  in  the  act  of  rallying  this  regiment  that  Brigadier  General 
Maxey  Gregg  fell,  in  front  of  the  rifles,  mortally  wounded.  General 
Gregg  wits  a  brave  and  accomplished  officer,  full  of  heroic  sentiment 
and  chivalrous  honor.  He  had  rendered  valuable  service  in  this  great 
struggle  for  our  freedom,  and  the  country  has  much  reason  to  deplore 
the  loss  sustained  by  his  premature  death.  Colonel  Hamilton,  upon 
whom  the  command  of  that  brigade  now  devolved,  hastened  to. meet 
the  emergencies  of  his  position,  and,  with  the  four  remaining  regi 
ments  and  one  company  of  the  Orr  rifles,  (Lieutenant  Charles,)  gave 
the  enemy  a  warm  reception. 

The  enemy  was  not  long  permitted  to  hold  the  advantage  which  he 
had  thus  ginned.  The  second  line  came  promptly  to  me  support  of 
the  first.  Law  ton's  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Atkinson,  sub 
sequently  by  Colonel  Evans,  Trimble's  brigade,  commanded  by  Col 
onel  R.  F.  Hoke,  and  Eai  ley's  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Walker,  (all  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Early,)  and 
the  forty  seventh  and  twenty  -second  Virginia  regiments  of  Colonel 
Brockcnbrfcugh's  command,  were  already  rushing  with  impetuous  valor 
to  the  support  of  the  first  line,  in  Taliaferro's  command,  his  right 
regiiuent,  the  second  Virginia,  of  Pnxt  n's  brigade,  became  engaged 
with  pMrt  of  the  enen  y,  which,  after  a  slight  resistance,  retreated. 
The  crmbat  in  the  wood  was  brief  and  decisive.  The  further  advance 
of  the  enemy  was  checked,  lie  was  driven  with  great  slaughter  from 
the  wood  to  the  railroad;  the  two  ri.gimen.t8  of  Broekenbropgb's  com* 
mand,  Archer.,  with  the  first  Tennessee  and  fifth  Alabama  tantalion, 
and  the  three  brigades  commanded  by  Colonels  Hoke,  Walker  and 
Atkinson,  pursuing  the  relieving  Federals  to  the  railroad,  where 
they  made  a  brief  stand,  when  Iloke  and  Atkinson  charged  upon  them 
•with  impetuosity,  destroying  many  in  the  charge,  and  taking  a  large 
number  of  prisoners.  Nor  did  they  stop  there  ;  but,  impelled  by  an 
ardor  which  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  their  courage  and  patriot 
ism,  this  comparatively  small  force  -pressed  the  di  scorn  fitted  foe  in  hot 
pursuit,  until  they  appeared  so  far  within  range  of  his  artillery  and 
the  fire  of  a  large  force  of.  his  infantry,  us  to  make  further  pursuit  an 
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act  of  rashness.  In  this  gallant  charge,  Colonel  Atkinson  was  se 
verely  wounded  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Captain  E. 
P.  Lawton,  assistant  adjutant  general  of  the  brigade,  though  injured 
during  the  advance,  by  the  fall  of  his  horse,  continued  to  press  for 
ward  on  foot,  heroically  encouraging  the  brigade,  until  he  fell  mor 
tally  wounded. 

During  the  day,  some  of  the  guns  under  Colonel  Walker  becoming 
short  of  men  and  ammunition,  and  otherwise  disabled  from  further 
service,  were  relieved  by  Captain  Poague's  battery  with  two  twenty- 
pound  Parrotts.  These  two  pieces  actively  engaged  the  enemy's  ar 
tillery,  and  afterwards  opened  on  the  infantry.  The  exact  range  of 
the  hill  having  been  accurately  obtained  by  much  previous  firing,  the 
loss  at  this  point  was  heavy.  It  is  due  to  Captain  Poague  here* to 
state  that  when,  late  on  the  evening  previous,  he  received  orders  to 
move  his  battery,  he  was  distant  some  sixteen  miles  from  the  battle 
field,  and  the  promptitude  with  which  he  responded  to  the  order,  by 
A  fatiguing  night's  march,  is  worthy  of  notice.  Some  guns  of  Major 
General  D  II.  Hill's  division  were  put  in  at  this  time  on  our  right,  un 
der  the  direction  of  his  chief  of  artillery*  Major  T  H.  Carter,  which 
were  all  well  served.  Later  in  the  evening,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cole- 
nian  brought  up  two  nowitzers,  from  Captain  Dance's  battery,  and 
placed  thcjn  on  the  left  of  Captain  Poague's  guns.  About  this  tim-e 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman  was  severely  wounded.  On  the  extreme 
right,  beyond  the  Massaponax,  was  a  Whitworth  gun,  under  the  com 
mand  of  Captain  Hardaway,  of  Major  General  D.  H.  Hill's  division, 
which  was  well  served. 

On  the  extreme  left,  the  day  did  not  pass  without  some  incidents 
worthy  of  notice.  Early  in  the  day,  the  enemy  opened  upon  the  left 
with  sixteen  guns,  afterwards  increased  to  twenty-four.  The  officers 
in  command  obeyed  their  orders,  and,  reserving  their  fire,  the  enemy 
advanced  his  skirmishers  in  heavy  line  upon  the  points  occupied  by 
the  commands  of  Captains  Davidson  and  Brockenbrough  They  were 
soon  drivon  off  by  canister;  *but  the  position  of  these  batteries  being 
thus  disclosed  to  the  enemy,  a  heavy  artillery  fire  was  directed  upon 
them,  which  was  replied  to  with  animation  and  spirit.  The  ammuni 
tion  of  Captain  Raine's  battery  proving  defective,  it  was  withdrawn, 
::nd  Captain  Ltitimcr  (acting  chief  of  artillery  of  E  well's  division) 
was  ordered  to  take  a  position  still  further  to  the  front  and  left.  These 
last  pieces  were  admirably  served,  and  though  suffering  severely  from 
skirmishers  and  sharpshooters,  drove  them  backhand,  by  the  accuracy 
and  rapidity  of  their  fire,  inflicted  a  severe  loss  upon  the  enemy.  As 
the  Federal -infantry  pressed  forward  upon  our  front,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  withdraw  the  batteries  of  Captain  Brockenbrough,  placed 
in  advance  of  the  railroad,  before  the  enemy  should  seize  the  point  of 
woods  to  their  rigl^and  rear,  which  they  a  short  time  afterwards  pen 
etrated — the  withdrawal  of  the  batteries  being  Covered  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Hill,  of  the  seventh  North  Carolina.  The  brigade  of  Gene 
ral  Pender  was  immediately  in  rear  of  the  batteries  of  Captains  Da 
vidson  and  Latimer,  and  was  without  any  protection  from  the  enemy's 
artillery  ;  and  thus,  notwithstanding  the  efficacy  of  the  batteries  act- 
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ing  in  conjunction  with  Major  Cole,  of  the  twenty-second  North  Car 
olina,  in  dispersing  the  cloud  of  skirmishers  and  sharpshooters  thai 
hung  all  day  upon  that  part  of  the  line,  that  brigade  received  much 
of  the  fire  that  was  directed  at  these  guns,  and  suffered  severely. 
General  Fender  was  himself  wounded.  The  sixteenth  North  Carolina 
Colonel  McElroj,  which  had  been  thrown  out  as  a  support  to  Lati- 
merVbattery,  became  warmly  engaged  with  a  brigade  of  the  enemy, 
whieh  had  advanced  up  Deep  Run,  under  cofter,  and,  acting  A'ith  two 
other  North  Carolina  regiments,  (the  fifty-fourth  and  fifty-seventh,) 
of  Laws'  brigade,  Hood's  division,  drove  them  back.  Repulsed  onltu? 
right,  left  and  centre,  the  enemy  soon  after  reformed  his  lines,  and 
gave  some  indications  of  a  purpose  to  renew  the  attack.  I  waited 
some  time  to  receive  it.  but  he  making  no  forward  movement,  I  deter 
mined,  if  prudent,  to  do  so  myself.  The  artillery  of  the  emjmy  was 
so  judiciously  posted  as  to  make  an  advance  of  our  troops  across  the 
plain  very  hazardous  ;  yet  it  was  so  promising  of  good  results,  if  suc 
cessfully  executed,  as  to  induce  me  to  make  preparations  for  the  at 
tempt.  In  order  to  guard  ^against  disaster,  the  infantry  was  to  bo 
preceded  by  artillery,  and  the  movement  postponed  until  late  in  the 
evening,  so  that  if  compelled  to  retire,  it  wou]4  be  under  the  cover  of 
night.  Owing  to  unexpected  delay,  the  movement  could  not  be  gotten 
ready  until  late  in  the  evening.  The  first  gun  had  hardly  moved  for 
ward  from  the  wood  a  hundred  yards,  when  the  enemy's  artillery  re 
opened,  and  so  completely  swept  our  front,  as  to  satisfy  me  that  the 
proposed  movement  should  be  abandoned. 

The  next  day,  (14th,)  the  divisions  under  the  command  of  Briga 
dier  Generals  Early  and  Taliaferro  formed  the  first  line  ;  that  of  Ma 
jor  General  D.  H.  Hill  the  second,  and  the  division  of  Major  General 
A.  P.  Hill  the  reserve.  The  enemy  continued  in  our  front  all  day, 
apparently  awaiting  an  attack  from  us.  During  the  night,  our  lines 
were  again  changed  so  as  to  place  the  division  of  Major  General  D.  II. 
Hill  in  the  front  line,  Major  General  A.  P  Hill  in  the  second,  and 
the  divisions  commanded  by  Brigadier  Generals  Early  and  Taliaferro 
the  reserve. 

On  the  15th,  the  enemy  still  remained  in  our  front,  and,  in  the  eve 
ning  of  that  day,  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce  requesting  a  cessation  of 
hostilities 'between  his  left  and  our  right  wing,  for  the  purpose  of  re 
moving  his  wounded  from  the  field,  which,  under  previous  instruction? 
from  the  commanding  General,  was  granted.  Our  troops  patiently 
remained  in  position  on  that,  as  they  had  done  the  previous  day. 
-eagerly  awaiting  another  attack  from  the  enemy,  and  such  was  the 
desire  to  occupy  the  front  line,  when  such  an  attack  should  he  made, 
lhat  the  division  of  Major  General  I).  II.  Hill  sent  in  a  written  re 
quest  to  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  front  line  until  n<ixt  day.  Bui 
our  brave  troops 'were  disappointed  in  the  expecratiori  of  another  at 
tack.  For  whilst  they  patiently  waited  during  the  night  of  the 
15th,  in  the  hope  of  another  encounter  on  the  following  day,  and  of 
visiting  upon  the  invaders  of  their  sacred  homes  and  firesides  a  just 
retribution  for  the  outrages  of  this  most  unprovoked  and  unchristian 
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war,  the  enemy  hurriedly  and  silently,  during  that  night,  made  good 
his  retreat  by  recrossing  the  river. 

For  further  details  of  the  operations  of  my  corps  in  the  battle,  I 
respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  division,  brigade  and  regU 
mental  commanders,  who  participated  in  the  engagement,  also  to  the 
reports  of  Colonel  Ci'utchfield,  my  chief  of  artillery,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Walker,  Colonel  Brown,  of  the  reserve  artillery,  and  Cap 
tain  Latimer,  detailing  the  operations  of  the  artillery.  I  refer  you 
also  to  the  same  source  of  information  for  the  names  of  many  officers 
who  distinguished  themselves  in  this  battle,  and,  by  their  good  conduct, 
specially  merit  the  approbation  of  the  Government  and  of  the  coun- 

try- 

I  herewith  forward  to  you  a  list  of  the  casualties  of  thig  corps  OD 
the  13th  December,  from  which  it  will  appear  that  twenty- six  officers 
were  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety- five  wounded.  Three  hun 
dred  and  eighteen  enlisted  men  lulled,  and  two  thousand  throe  hun 
dred  and  fifty  wounded  ;  eighteen  officers  and  five  hundred  and  eight 
enlisted  men  missing,  making  a  total  loss  in  this  corps  of  three  thou 
sand  four  hundred  and  fifteen.  Nearly  all  who  are  reported  as  miss 
ing  were  taken  pmoiKjrs  in  the  fight.  By  the  official  report  of  Major 
Bridgford,  provost  marshal  of  the  corps,  herewith  submitted,  It  ap 
pears  that  we  captured  five  hundred  and  twenty-one  prisoners,  of 
whom  eleven  were  officers.  The  report  of  Major  Bridgford  exhibits 
a  gratifying  statement  of  the  small  number -who  straggled  from  the 
ranks  during  the  last  action,  and  affords  further  evidence  of  the  im 
proving  discipline  and  spirit  of  the  army. 

The  report  of  Major  Bier,  my  chief  of  ordnance,  shows  ihat  we 
captured  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-six  small  arms. 

My  medical  director,  Dr.  Hunter  McGuire,  gave  special  and  skill 
ful  attention  to  the  wounded. 

Major  J.  A.  Harman,  chief  quartermaster;  Major  W.  J.  Ho/wks^ 
chief  commissary,  and  Major  G.  II.  Bier,  chief  of  ordnance,  dis 
charged  their  respective  duties  well. 

During  the  action,  I  received  valuable  assistance  in  transmitting 
orders,  and  discharging  other  duties,  from  the  following  members  of 
my  staff: 

Colonel  S.  CrutchfieH,  chief  of  artillery. 

Colonel  A.  Smeade,  inspector  general. 

Captain  A.  S.  Pendleton,  assistant  a  ljutant  general. 

Captain  J.  K.  Boswell,  chief  of  engineers. 
.First  Lieutenant  J.  G.  Morrison,  aid-de-camp. 

First  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Smith,  aid-de-camp. 

Second  Lieutenant  W.  Williamson,  engineer  department. 

I  trust  that  the  victory  of  Frerlericksburg,    with  wh'ich  God  ha? 
blessed  our  cause,  will  continue  to  be  gratefully  remembered. 
I  am,  General,  jour  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
•  Lieutenant  General. 
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.LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  in    Second    Army   Corps,  Army   Northern 
Virginia,™  t/ie  Battles  before  Frcdericksburg,  December,  1862  : 


DIVISION. 

BRIGADE. 

KlLLKi 

WOUKIJBD. 

Tor  A. 

\  P   Hill  'a 

7ih   Vi-ginia.  W.    

7 

38 

45 

H 

ii 

-'  !  V  -uinia  batta  ion..  . 
5th  V  rtrinia  
si  8   nth  Carolina     .   . 

1 
15 

25 
10 

5s 

27 
11 

78 

u 
u 

U 

•Jth  -:ou  h  Carolii.H  
1  ith  -fonth  Ca.'0'ina  
'4:h  -^niith  Cai  o'in.  .  . 

1 
8 

7 

g 
55 
M 

ii 

II 

Orr'a  "  fic- 

SI 

1  19 

170 

it 

I4lh  Georgia  

22 

110 

u 
K 

_  it 
ll 

IMh  Georgia  
tVh   Georgia 

1 
5 

82 
43 

89 

48 

U 

u 

49'  h  Georgia     . 

8 

63  ' 

61 

il 

r  <     •%;  •                  * 

7lh  North  Carolina 

5 

81 

86 

It 
u 
ll 

t 

u 

u 

ll 

•JSlh  North    Caro  ina.  .  . 
;}7th  >  ortli  Caro  ina..  . 
18  1)  North  Carolina  
:,;M  Nor  h  Carolina  

16 
17 
13 
9 
5 

49 
76 

77 

65 

41 
3? 

1st  TenrieHHeo.  .  .  . 

5 

M 

.'7 

i 

I'. 

14th  Teiiu«s*re  
19th  Georgia     

4 
18 

IS 

5-:  9 

1.4 

I 
(i 

1C 

It 

Ponder'  .-*  

11 

:"i'h  A  ab  •»•>••*  battalion. 
lf>th  North  Carolina.... 
o4ih  North  Caroliu.;.  .. 
1",  h  North  Carol'  na  ... 
2.  L  North  Carolina  
SSin  N'-rsh  Carolina  ..  . 

3 

6 
2  - 
7. 
1 

IS- 
48 
17 
30 
J4 
24 

iil 

54 
19 

46 

14 

(i 

ArtilVry            

Seven  B  liter  'en  

11 

88 

99 

211 

1,408   . 

1.619 

D   H    Hill's 

5tb  Alabama 

1 

1 

it, 

1 

7 

8 

u 

!( 

liOth  Alabama  

4 

4 

( 

ii 

. 

2 

Iveraon's          

20th  North  Carolina.... 

8 

I 

u 

2-M  North  Carolina 

1 

1  ' 

, 

1C 

12'h  North  Carol  ina  

5 

5 

1 

5  li  North  Carolina  

1 

3 
6 

4 
7 

I 

Isi  North  Carolina   ... 

15 

15 

u 
•  u 
II  • 

Colquitt's  

o  i   North  (  .•ir;.lina  
44th  (.Voririrt  
Oili  Georgia  

'"i" 

8 
1 
8 

3 

2 
8 

II 

2 

2 

II 

i: 

27  h  Gt-oreia  

2 

9 

u 

u 

'-'it.1'  G-orgia         

8 

S 

II 
II 
II 

Andersoii'e  

ti 
u 

2.1  North  C.-rolina  
4th  North  Carolina..  .. 
'•jn''.}\  Nonh  Carolitvi    .  . 

4 
4 

17 

21 
9 

21 
25 
9 

(t 

(t 

D'h  North  C  >rolirftt 

4 

4 

II 

Artillery  

•T.  ft1-  I)  -VIH  Artillery   . 

1 

4 

II 
II 

PU/O'H  R;dU-ry..     *.  
Kr^'rj  Battery  

2 
1 

3 

2 

3 

II 

Colonel    Brown'  a  

Artillery  r>  giment..    .  . 

9 

21 

3D 

26 

3-16 
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Fwell' 

Hays' 

5 

7 

12 

u 

*    ii 

S  h  Louisiana 

6 

6 

u 

u 

7 

7 

ii 

.c:                           • 

6th  LnuiMiam  

12 

12 

ii 

u 

5tn  L'HiU  Mia. 

g 

it 
ll 

it 
u 

LoineianaGu  >rd  Art'y. 
CarrinutoiiV  Hnttt-rv 

1 

1 

2 
1 

it 
«i 
u 
ii 

Trimble's  

.t 

u 

21i-t  North  Carolina  

15<h  Alabiin/a.... 
12th  Georgia  

"  s" 

1 

4 

24 
24 
84 
16 

24 

27 
85 
20 

u 

Early's  

loth  Virginia 

3 

22 

u 

25th  Virginia 

13 

14 

u 

it 

3l*t  Virginia 

2 

14 

16 

u 

ii 

44th  Virgmia     .    ... 

2 

13 

15 

u 

it 

4yih  Virginia.  

6 

46 

i2 

Carried  forward  

28 

24  > 

27? 
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LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  in  Seco?id  CVs-^ 


DlTISIOS. 

BRIOAOK. 

RSGIMEUT. 

K(LL£I> 

WOUNDED 

TOTAL. 

brought  forvpfit'^ 

23 

245 

273 

.•.•*eiiv  t  ... 

Early'*  

(i 

52(1  Vinruiu  
58'h  Virginia 

3 

13 

.6 

13 
9 

it 

Lawton'n. 

15 

63. 

7S 

t 
i 

u 

61-t  G«'oryia  
f'Oih  6<-oryia  . 

17 
6 

T9 

100 
78 

< 

u 

loth    GtOvgi:i.    . 

9 

n 

14 

< 

u 

5 

•             4S 

58 

i 

({ 

3-iri'  (}",>rgia           .... 

10 

91 

101 

8S 

CK3 

719 

7  t'iaferro's  

Fax  Ion's.... 

°1  VJi'p'nK 

2 

]<) 

21 

i 

(t 

Tl 

11 

i 

« 

4'h  Virginia         ....    » 

1'2 

10 

i 

•Jc-ceb'   

«  'arpfnter'.'?  Battery  
21-t  Virginia  
4-)<1  Virgini'x 

1 

'  "V" 

26 

4 

25 

'26 
4 
06 

H 

u 

7 

n 
it 

« 
(i 
Sd,  Col.  'WarroD.  .... 

K:n   .'»'  Rattery....  .... 
Oakifi'a  R»ttery  
48*h    Alabama...   . 



1 
t 

1 

5 

M 

I?M  Vir^i'iiii 

1 

\ 

u 

u 

37t!i  Virtri'iia          .... 

g 

z 

u 

« 

33 

IS 

4th,  Co!.  Pondloton... 

6 

g 

« 

7 

7 

ii 

;t 

7 

7 

U 

1C 

5 

5 

M 

U 

7f»th  IjOtiipiianR  

-    1 

4 

6 

<l 

u 

Lnptt'a  Buttery 

7 

7 

fi 

lf>7 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  R.  H.  ANDERSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  ANDERSON'S  DIVISION*,       ) 
Near  Fredericksburg,  Fa.,  January  3,  1863.  ^ 

To  Maj.or  G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 

A.  A.  General,  Headquarters  First  Army  Corps  <.* 

MAJOR  :  I«have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  tho  part 
taken  by  my  division,  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg: 

Upon  the  signal  being  given,  on  the  morning  of  the  Mth  of  Decem 
ber,  the  troops  were  placed  rapidly  in  position,  in  rear  of  the  line  of 
field  works  and  butteries,  extending  from  Hazel  Run,  on  the  right,  to 
the  Waterworks  dam  on  the  left,  in  the  following  or'der  :  Featherston'*. 
Perry's,  Mahone's,  Wright's  and  Wilcox's  brigades. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  1 1th,  Ransom's  division  having  been  placed 
between  Hazel  Run  and  the  plank  road,  Featherston's  brigade  was 
moved  to  the  left  of  that  road.  About  dark  General  Ransom  recrossed 
Hazel  Run.  and  Featherston  was  replaced  in  his  former  position. 

Detachments  of  one  regiment  from  each  brigade  were  thrown  in 
front  of  the  batteries,  and  strong  pickets  were  pushed  forward  toward- 
the  town  and  along  the  canal. 

Early  on  the  1 2th,  General  Ransom  resumed  his  former  place  be 
hind  Il;«zel  Run  and  the  plank  road,  and  Feathcrston's  brigade  wa*- 
again  drawn  to  the  left  of  the  road.  This  position  of  the  brigades,  in 
the  order  above  mentioned,  was  maintained  until  Thursday  the  1 7th 
of  December,  when  the  division  was  withdrawn,  and  the  troops  re-' 
turned  to  their  camps.  Previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  en 
gagement  there  were  two  regiments,  the  third  Georgia  and  eighth 
Florida,  of  Wright's  and  Perry's  brigades,  on  duty  in  and  near  Fred 
ericksburg.  These  regiments  had  been  placed  under  the  orders  of 
Brigadier  General  Barksdale,  commanding  in  the  town,  and  were  en 
gaged  with  the  enemy  when  he  was  laying  his  bridges,  and  preparing 
to  cross  the  river.  The  third  Georgia  met  with  but  very  slight  loss. 
The  eighth  Florida  suffered  a  loss  of  eighty- seven  killed,  wounded 
and  missing.  The  missing  (43)  were  undoubtedly  captured.  The  de 
tachments  and  pickets  which  were  advanced  the  first  night  in  front  of 
the  batteries  and  along  ^he  canal,  continued  to  occupy  their  posts, 
and  they  suffered  some  loss. 

The  whole  loss  of  the  division  was  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
killed,  woundecUind  missing.  The  commanders  of  batteries,  Captain? 
Marion,  Huger  and  Lewis,  and  Lieutenant  Peet,  commanding  Grarf- 
dy's  battery,  merit  especial  notice  for  their  skill,  courage  and  good 
management  throughout  the  five  days.  Their  batteries  were  subjected 
to  a  very  heavy  fire  from  those  of  the  enemy.  None  of  their  shot, 
however,  were  spent  in  an  artillery  duel ;  but  were  reserved  for  those 
opportunities  which  the  advancing  and  retiring  columns  of  the  enemy 
gave  them. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  the  most  commendable  spirit  wa~ 
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exhibited  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  whole  division.  Their 
patient  endurance  of  the  exposure  to  which  they  were  subjected,  gave 
assurance  of  good  conduct  and  gallant  deeds,  had  an  opportunity  been 
presented.  Featherston's  and  Perry's  brigades  lay  four  days  and  nights 
in  an  open  field  without  shelter  and  without  fire.  It  is  due  to  Briga 
dier  General  Mahone  to  say  that  he  discovered  and  pointed  out  'the 
important  position  for  a  battery,  which  enfiladed  the  slope  upon  which 
the  enemy  formed  his  battalions  before  and  after  his  attacks  upon 
Marye's  Hfll,  and  that  he  rendered  very  efficient  service,  assisting  in% 
the  construction  of  the  battery  which  drove  them  from  that  place  of 
shelter.  I  beg  leave  to  mention  also  Brigadier  (j^neral  Cadmus  M. 
Wilcox,  and  to  ask  attention  to  his  long-continued  and  uniformly 
meritorious  conduct  in  his  present  grade.  I  have  witnessed  his  cour 
age,  zeal  and  ability,  ani  have  received  most  efficient  co-operation  from 
him,  in  the  battles  of  Williamsburg,  Seven  Pines,  Games'  Mill,  Fra- 
zier's  Farm,  Second  Manassas  and  Fredericksburg.  I  earnestly  recom 
mend  his  promotion.  Mr.  Jett,  an  engineer  attached  to  my  division, 
rendered  good  service  in  the  erection  of  field  works,  making  and  repair 
ing  roads,  digging  rifle-pits  and  trenches,  and  such  like  work,  The  re 
ports  of  the  commanders  of  brigades  are  herewith  submitted. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  II.  ANDERSON, 
Major  Cjpnerat  commanding  Division. 


REPORT  MAJOR  GENERAL  McLAWS. 

UEADQUARTEK'S  DIVISION,          > 
Camp  near  Fredericksburg,  December  30,  1862.  > 

Major  SORREL, 

Adjutant  General:  t 

MAJOR:  My  division  occupied  the  front  line  of  defence  from  Hazel 
liver  along  the  ri<^e  of  hills  to  the  right  artd  through  the  point  of 
i*oods  extending  into  Mr.  Alfred  Bernard's  field,  one  brigade  being 
:n  reserve.  The  brigades  on  the  right  had  an  extended  rifle  pit  at  the 
foot  of  the  main  ridge  from,  the  left  of  the  telegraph  road  to  a  private 
road  near  Mr.  Ilowison's  barn.  The  next  brigade  hud  rifle-pits 
along  the  foot  of  the  hills  in  front  of  its  position  and  others  on  the 
crest  of  the  hills.  The  right  brigade  constructed  rifle-pits  and  breast 
works  of  logy,  through  the  woods,  with  abattis  in  .front  of  them. 
The  crests  of  the  hilU  were  occupied  by  the  balteriea  of  Captain 
:;iead,  one  ten-pounder  Parrott,  one  twelve-pounder  howitzer,  one 
three-inch  rifle;  Captain  Manly's  battery,  one  three-inch  rifle,  two 
'••velve-pounder  howitzers;  Captain  Ells,  one  thirty-pounder  Parrott; 
Captain  Maeon,  two  ten- pounder  Parrott's  and  two  six  pounders  ; 
Cooper's,  three  ten-pounder*  Parrott's ;  Carhon's,  two  ten  pounder 
Parrott's;  Eubank's,  one  three-inch  rifle;  McCarthy's,  two.three-inch 
rifles;  Dearing,  one  ten-pounder  Parrott;  Bess,  three  ten-pounder 
Parrott's,  and,  m  addition,  there  were  a  number  of  smooth  bore  pieces 
placed  along  the  hills,  to  be  used  should  the  enemy  advance  near 
enough  for  their  effectual  range.  One  brigade  was  contantly  on  duty 
:a  the  city  to  guard  the  town  and  defend  the  river  crossings  as  far 
down,  as  one-fourth  of  a  mile  below  Deep  Run  creek.  Two  regiments 
from  General  Anderson's  division  picketed  the  river  bank  above  tho 
town,  reporting  to  the  Brigadier  General  in  charge  of  the  brigade  on 
-iutj  in  tj^e  city.  The  orders  v.ere  that  two  guns  should  be  fued  from 
one  of  my  batteries  in  a  central  position,  which  would  be  the  signal 
that  the  enemy  was  attempting  to  cross.  These  were  the  positions  of 
my  command  and  the  orders  governing  them  up  to  the  10th  instant. 
On  that  day,  the  brigade  of  General  Barksdale,  composed  of  Missis 
sippi  troops,  was  on  duty  in  the  city.  About  two  o'clock,  A.  M., 
on  the  11  th,  General  Barksdale  sent  me  word  that  the 'movements  of 
ihe  enemy  indicated  they  were  preparing  to  lay  down  their  pontoon 
bridges,  and  his  men  were  getting  into  position  to  defend  the  crossing. 
About  half  past  tour  he  notified  me  that  the  bridges  were  being 
placed,  and  he  would  open  fire  so  soon  as  the  working  parties  came  in 
good  range  of  his  rifles.  I  gave  the  order,  and  ths  signal  guns  were 
tired  about  five  o'clock,  A.  M.  I  had  been  notified  from  your  head 
quarters  the  erenijag  previous  (the.  10th  instant)  to  have  all  the  bat 
teries  harnessed  up  a^  daylight,  on  the  llth  infant,  and  1  had  given 
orders  that  my  whole  command  should  be  under  arms  at  the  same 
time.  General  Barksdale  kept  his  men  quiet  and  concealed  uutil  tho 
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bridges  were  so  advanced  that  the  working  parties  were  in  easy  rapg.\ 
when  he  opened  fire  with  such  effect  that  the  bridges  were  abandonee 
at  once.  Nine  separate  find  desperate  attempts  were  made  to  complete  tlu 
bridges*,  under  fire  of  their  sharpshooters  and  guns  on  the  opposite  bank? 
but  every  attempt  being  attended  with  such  severe  loss,  from  our  met 
posted  in  rifle-pits,  in  the  cellars  of  houses  along  the  banks,  and  frou 
behind  whatever  offered  concealment,  that  the  enemy  abandoned  hi*1 
attempts  for  the  time  and  opened  a  terrific  fire  from  their  numerous 
batteries  constructed  along  the  hills  just  above  the  river.  The  fin 
was  so  severe  that  the  men  could  not  use  their  rifles,  and  the  diffcren: 
places  occupied  by  them  becoming  untenable,  the,  troops  were  vwth- 
drawn  from  the  river  bank  back  to  Caroline  street,  nt  half  past  four 
o'clock, "P.  M. ,  The  enemy  then  crossed  in  boats,  and,  completing 
their  bjidgea.  parsed  over  in  force  and  advanced  into  the  town.  The- 
seventeenth  Mississippi  (Colonel  Fizer)  and  ten  sharpshooters  froo: 
Colonel  Carters  rr-giment  (the  thirteenth)  and  three  companies  of  the 
eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment,  (Lieutenant  Colonel  Lu&e,)  -under 
Lieutenant  Radlif,  were  all  the  troops  that  were  actually  engaged  ii:. 
defending  the  crossings  in  front  of  the  city.  More  troops  were  offered: 
but  the  positions  were  such  that  but  the  number  already  there  coali 
be  employed  As  the  enemy  advanced  into  the  town  our  troops  fell  back 
to  Princess  Ann  street,  and,  as  the  enemy  came  up,  they  were  driven 
back  with  loss.  This  street  fighting  continued  until  seven,  P.  M.. 
when  I  ordered  General  Bnrksdale  to  fall  back  and  take  position  alont; 
and  behind  the  stone  wall  below  Marye's  Hill,  where  it  was  relieve.: 
by  the  brigade  of  Brigadier  General  Thomas  R.  It.  Cobb,  and  retiree', 
to  their  position  on  the  right  of  my  line  of  defence  in  the  woods  o: 
Mr.  Bermnd.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Luse,  with  his  regiment,  (the 
eighteenth  Mississippi,)  who  .occupied  the  river  bank  below  £i\e  town. 
drove  buck  the  enemy  in  their  first  attempt  to  cross  the  river,  anc 
kept  them  in  check  until  about  half  past  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when 
two  regiments,  the  sixteenth  Georgia  (Colonel  Bryan)  and  fifteenth 
South  Carolina  Colonel  DeSaussure)  were  sent  to  hi-  support  ;  it  was 
then  deemed  advisable  and  the  whole  force  was  withdrawn  to  the  river 
road,  where  they  remained  until  daylight  the  next  day,  when  they  re 
joined  their  brigade,  excepting  the  sixteenth  Georgia,. which  retook 
its  position  in  UK-  ,;or,eral  line  of  defence.  These  regiments  performed 
their  duties  undvr  a  severe  and  destructive  fire  from  (he  enemy's  guns, 
posted  along  the  hills  just  above  the  river  on  th«  opposite  sjfle. 
Early  en  the  morning  of  the  llth,  a  battalion  of  the*  eighth  Florida, 
regiment,  numbering  a^out  one  hundred  and  fifty  rn  n  was  put  in 
position  to  the  left  <  f  Colonel  Fizer,  and  in  easy  range  of  the  enemy 
above  the  upper  bridge,  then  being  rapidly  constructed  by  tlx-rn.  This 
battalion  was  commanded  by  Captain  Long,  and,  while  under  his  direc 
tion,  it  acted  gillantly  and  did  good  service — Captain  Long  proving 
himself  a  gallant  and  efficient  officer;  but  he  was  severely  wounded 
about  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  the  battalion  then  re:i  lered  but  little 
assistance  I  call  your  attention  to  the  special  report,  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Fizer  on  the  subject,  and  to  Captain  Govan,  in  relation 
to  the  conduct  of  three  companies  of  the  same  rcgimtnt,  which  were 
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endorsement  of  Co4onel  Humphries,  on  the  special  report  of  Captain 
Govan.  The  brigade  of  General  Barksdale,  I  consider,  did  their 
whole  duty,  and  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  every  officer  and 
rcari  engaged  in  the  fight.  An  examination  of  the  positions  they 
held  shows  that  no  troops  could  have  behaved  more  gallantly. 

On  the  night  of  the  eleventh  instant,  the  eighteenth  and  twenty- 
fourth  Georgia  regiments  and  Philips'  Georgia  legion,  of  Cobb's 
brigade,  relieved  General  Barksdale's  command  behind  the  stone  wall 
at  the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill.  Philips'  legion  on  the  left,  the  twenty- 
fourth  Georgia  in  the  centre,  and  eighteenth  Georgia  regiment  on  the 
right,  occupying  the  entire  front  under  the  hill.  During  that  night, 
the  scouts  took  fifteen  prisoners.  On  the  12th  inst.,  close  and  heavy 
skirmishing  was  kept  up,  but  no  real  attack  was  made.  On  the  13th, 
skirmishing  commenced  at  early  dawn,  the  enemy  shelling  in  that 
•lirecrion  u»til  about  eleven  o'clock,  when  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
drove  in  our  pickets,  and  his  column  approached  the  left  of  the*  line 
by  the  telegraph  road  and  deployed  to  our  right,  planting  three  stands 
of  colors  along  our  front;  before  their  deployment  was  completed,  our 
fire  had  so  thinned  their  ranks  that  the  survivors  retreated,  leaving 
their  colors  planted  ID  the  first  position.  Soon  another  column, 
heavier  than  the  first,  advanced  to  the  colors  ;  but  were  driven  back 
with  great  slaughter.  They  were  met,  on  retiring,  by  reinforcements, 
and  advanced  again  ;  but  were  again  repulsed  with  increased  loss. 

About  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  General  Kershaw  was  directed  to  send 
two  regiments  from  his  brigade  to  the  support  of  General  Cobb,  who 
reported  that  he  was  getting  short  of  ammunition.  The  sixteenth 
Georgia  regiment  was  sent  forward  at  the  same  time.  Not  long  after 
this,  General  Kershaw  was  directed  totTtke  his  whole  brigade  Justaa 
his  command  was  moving,  he  was  ordered  to  hasten  forward  in  person, 
i* fid  assume  command  of  the  position  under  Marye's  Hill,  as*  General- 
Cobb  had'  been  wounded  and  disabled.  The  South  Carolina  regiments 
wore  posted,  the  second  and  eighth  (Colonel  Kennedy  and  Captain 
Stockburn  commanding)  in  the  road,  doubling  on  Philips' legion,  (Col 
onel  Cook,)  and  the  twenty-fourth  Georgia,  (Colonel  McMillan,)  the 
:hirfl  and  seventh  South  Carolina  (Colonel  Nance  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Bland)  en  the  hill  to  the  left  of  Marye's  house;  the  seventh 
was  afterwards  moved  (on  a  call  from  the  fifteenth  North  Carolina 
regiment  for  reinforcement)  to  the  right  and  front  of  Marye's  house, 
th<Pthree  left  companies  being  on  the  lefc  of  the  house,. the  fifteenth 
South  Carolina  (Colonel  De  ^aussure)  in  reserve  at  the ceraecary  ;  the 
third  battalion  (Lieutenant  Colonel  Rice)  was  posted  at  llotvison's 
mill  to  resist  any  attack  that  might  have  .been  made  up  Hazel  Run. 
The  eighth  and  seventh  regiments  arrived  in  time  to  assist  in  repelling 
-A  heavy  assault  made  on  the  left  at  quarter  to  three,  P  M.  The 
'bird  and  seventh  regiments  suffered  severely  while  getting  into  posi- 
vton.  especially  the  former.  Colonel  Nance,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Kntherfnid,  Major  Moffit,  Captains  Todd,  Summers  and  Nance,  worn 
•hot  down  in  succession..  Captain  Summers  killed,  the  other*  more 
or  less  dangerously  woun<]£d.  leaving  the  regiment  under  the  com- 
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ruand  of  Captain  John  K.  G.  Nance,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Doby, 
aid-de-camp  of  General  Kershav^.  Colonel  Nance,  although  badly 
wounded,  declined  being  removed  at  the  time,  and  continued  to 
encourage  and  direct  his  men,  anl,  after  he  was  removed  back  to 
Marye's  house,  ordered  that  his  regiment  take  a  new  position,  where 
the  men  would  be  less  exposed,  and  sent  directions  to*have  them 
resupplled  with  ammunition.  ID  the  meantime,  the  enemy  deployed 
in  a  ravine,  which  was  between  us  and  the  city,  and  distant  about 
three  or  four  hundred  yards  from  the  stone  wall,  and  advanced  with 
fresh  columns  to  the  attack,  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  fifteen 
minutes  ;  but  they  were  repulsed  with  ease,  and  driven  back  with 
much  loss,  on  every  occasion.  This  continued  until  about  half 
past  four,  P.  M.,  when  the  enemy  ceased  in  their  assaults  for  a  time, 
and  posting  some  artillery  in  front  of  the  town  on  the  left  of  the  tele 
graph  road,  opened  on  our  position,  doinsr  but  little  damage.  The 
batteries  of  .Colonel  Walton,  on  Marye's  Hill,  were  at  this  time  silent, 
having  exhausted  their  ammunition,  and  they  were  being  relieved  by 
others  from  Colonel  Alexander's  battalion.  Taking  advantage  cf  the 
hill,  the  fifteenth  South  Carolina  (Colonel  De  Saussure)  was  brought 
forward  from  the  cemetary,  and  posted  behind  the  stone  wall, .sup 
porting  the  second  South  Carolina  regiment.  The  enemy,  in  the 
meanwhile,  formed  a  strong  column  of  attack,  and  advanced  under 
cover  of  their  own  artillery,  and,  no  longer  impeded  by  ours,  came- 
forward  along  our  whole  front,  in  the  most  determined  manner;  but 
they  were  repulsed  at  all  points.  The  firing  ceased  as  night  came  on, 
and  about  seven  o'clock  our  pickets  arid  those  of  the  enemy  were 
posted  within  a  short  distance  of  each  other. 

About  six,  P.  M.,  the  third  South  Carolina  regiment  was  brought 
from  the  hill,  and  posted  on  the  left  of  Philips'  Georgia  legion,  where 
it  was  relieved  by  General  Kemper,  with  .a  portion  of  his  brigade, 
about  seven,  P.  M.,  and  was  then  ordered  in  reserve  by  General 
Kershaw,  because  of  its  previous  heavy  loss. 

The  body  of  one  man,  believed  to  be  an  officer,  was  found  within  about 
thirty  yurds  of  the  stone  wall,  and  other  fingle  bodies  were  scattered 
•at  increased  distances,  until  the  main  mass  of  the  dead  lay  thickly 
strew-n  over  the  ground  at  something  over  one  hundred  yards  off,  and 
extending  to  the  ravine,  corumeuciug  at  the  point  where  our  men 
would  allow  the  enemy's  column  to  approach  before  opening  fire,  and 
b-eyond  which  no  organized  body  of  meri  was  able  to  pass. 

On  the  14th,  the  enemy  were  in  position  behind  the  declivities  in 
front,  but  the'operations  on  both  sides  were  confined  to  skirmishing 
of  sharpshooters. 

On  the  1 5th  it  was  discovered  that  the  en  Any  had  constructed  rifle- 
pits  on  the  edge  of  the  ravine;  but  n<  thing  of  interest  occurred 
during  the  day.  Cobb's  brigade  was  relieved  by  that  of  General 
•  Semmes  on  the  night  of  that  day,  Pgainst  the  wishes,  however,  of 
Colonel  McMillan,  commanding  Cobb's  biigade,  who  objected  to  relin 
quishing  such  an  honorable  position.  On  the  16th,  Tuesday  morning, 
s*s  the  rt>g  lifted,  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy's  pickets  were 
withdrawn,  and  scouts,  being  sent  out,  reported  that  the  enemy  had 
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river,  removing  their  bridges.     The   town   was  n- 
egiments  from  Kershaw's  brigade,  and  a  number  of 


retired  across  the 
occupied  by  two  regiments 
prisoners,  arms,  &e.,  were  taken. 

Captain  Cuthbert,  of  the  second  South  Carolina  regirpent,  with  hi< 
company  of  sharpshooters,  was  thrown  out  on  the  edge  of  Huze! 
ftun,  and  did  good  service  in  annoying  the  flank  of  the  enemy  ?M 
their  columns  advanced  to  the  attack.  K^s  loss  was  considerable. 

When  General  Kersh;jw's  brigade  was  sent  to  the  front,  its  plac«v 
along /the  m:>in  line  of  defence  was  occupied  by  the  brigade  of  Brig 
adier  General  Jenkins,  a  regiment  from  which  occupied  the  right  flank 
of  the  troops  nt  the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill,  along  Hazel  Run,  and  wn* 
of  essential  service. 

The  Lieutenant  General  was,  however,  overlooking  the  movement* 
of  all,  and  every  rrder  was  issued  under  his  .supervision  The  pre 
sence  of  himself  aiM  the  General-in-Chief  inspired  the  troops  and 
rendered  them  invincible.  The  very  great  enthusiasm •  and  ardent 
desire  fur  the  enemy  to  advance  which  "xisted  and  was  evident  among 
all,  officers  and  men,  could  not  be  surpassed.  And,  when  it  W;H 
discovered,  on  the  16th,  that  the  enemy  had  retired,  there  was  an 
universal  expression  of  die-appointment. 

The  artillery  along  the  heights,  under  the  supervision  of  Colonel 
II.  C  Cabell,'chief  of  artillery,  and  his  subordinate,  Major  Hamilton, 
opened  fire  on  the  enemy's  left  flank  whenever  the  column  advanced, 
with  such  effect  as  to  always  force  them  to  retire  in  disorder,  or  to 
incline  to  their  right  under  shelter  of  ravines  and  rising  ground  ; 
forced  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries'to  retire  which  had  come  forward 
on  the  right,  and  was  of  material  assistance  in  checking  the  advance 
of  their  troops,  which  were  threatening  the  centre  I. refer  you  to 
the  special  report  of  Colonel  Cabell  in  reference  to  the  operations  of 
the  artillery. 

Tho  country  and  the  array  have  to  mourn  tho  loss  of  Brigadier 
General  Thomas  R.  R.  Cobb,  who  fell  while  in  position  with  his  brig 
ade,  and  was  borne  from  the  field  while  his  men  were  repulsing  thu 
first  assaults  of  the  enemy.  He  h;id  but  lately  been  piomoted  to  &, 
brigade,  and  Ins  devotion  to  his  duties,  his  aptitude  for  the  profession 
of  arms,  and  his  coutiol  over  his  men,  I  h;ive  never  seen  surpassed. 
Our  country  lias  lout  a  pure  and  able  defender  of  her  rights,  both  in 
the  couucil  and  the  field. 

My  Mid-de-camp,  Captain  H.  L  King,  was  killed  on  Marye's  Hill, 
pierced  with  five  balft,  while  conveying  an  order  to  Brigadier  General 
Cobb.  He  was  a,  brave  and  accomplished  officer  and  gentleman,  and 
had  already  distinguished  himself  during  the  operations  in  front  of 
Fredenckbburg,  as  he  had  done  in  all  the  other  engagements  when 
on  duty. 

Lieutenant  T.  S.  B.    Tucker,    ray    other   aid-do-camp,  was   badly 
wounded,  while  bearing  one  of  my  orders.     He  has  always  been  notec 
•for  his  daring  and  gallantry. 

The  services  of  my  adjutant  genera!,  Major  James  M.  Goggin,  wero 
important  and  distinguished,  as  they  have  been  always. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  other  members  of  my  BtufV,  M.rjor 
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and  Major  Edwards,  for  their  assistance;  to  Lieutenant  Edwards, 
ordnance  officer;  who  was  active  and  efficient  in  -supplying  ammuni 
tion  to  the  troops  ;  and  to  Lieutenant  Campbell,  of  the  engineers, 
who  had  been  engaged  day  and  night,  frequently  all  night,  ia 
strengthening  the  different  positions,  and  on  nlJ  occasions  was  very 
devoted  and  prompt  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

Colonel  McMillan,  of  the  twenty-  fourth  Georgia,  who  succeeded  to 
the  command  of  the  brigade  when  General  Cobb  was  disabled,  during 
the  first  'assaults  of  the  enemy  on  Marye's  Hill,  behaved  with  distin 
guished  gallantry  and  coolness. 

General  Barksdale  commanded  his  fine  brigade  as  it  should  have 
been  commanded,  and  added  new  laurels  to  those  gained  on  every 
other  previous  battle-field. 

1  call  attention  to  the  conduct  of  General  Kershaw,  who,  after  the 
fall  of  General  Cobb,  commanded  the  troops  about  Marye's  Hill,  com 
posed  of*  his  own  brigade  and  that  of  General  Co.bb.  He  possesses 
military  talents  of  a  high  order,  and  unites  with  them  that  self-pos- 
Eession  and  daring  gallantry  which  endears  him  to  his  command,  and 
inspires  a  confidence  which  but  increases  as  the  danger  grows  more 
imminent. 

My  inspector  general,  Major  Costin,  was  particularly  active  and 
distinguished  in  leading  troops  into  position  and  carrying  orders 
frequently  under  the  hottest  fire,  and  for.  his  close  attention  to  ail 
his  duties. 

The  brigade  of  General  Semmes  was  not  actually  engaged  ;  but, 
under  his  supervision,  the  position  he  commanded  was  strongly  for 
tified,  and  his  men  were  well  prepared  and  eager  for  the  fight  under 
his  leadership. 

Surgeon  (JTilmon,  chief  surgeon  of  the  division,  had  his  field  hos 
pital  in  readiness,  and  his  arrangements  were  so  complete  that  there 
was  no  detention  or  unnecessary  suffering  of  the  wounded,  and  th.ose 
who  could  not  remain  in  camp  were  sent  at  once  to  the  hospitals  in 
Richmond. 

The  lost*  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  in  my  command,  was  as 
follow  : 


COMMAND. 

KILLED. 

WOUNDED. 

0 

x 

00 

3 

TOTAL. 

BEMARKS. 

Kersmiw's  brigade  

Barksdale's  b  igade... 
Cobb's    bridle  
Shinnies'    bri<jpiido    .... 

39 

20 
32 

333 

151 
198 
4 

1 

62 
4 

373 

242 

234 
4 

One  missing,  suppos<?d  to  have 
been  killed  while  tlie  regirneat 
was  on  pkket. 

Grand  total 

100 

OP6 

67 

853 

I  enclose  reports  of  the  several  brigade  commanders,  .with  thoss  of 
29 
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their  respective  regimental  and  battalion  commanders,  excepting  Gen 
eral  Barksdale,  who,  receiving  a  leavo  of  absence,  went  away  without 
rendering  his  report;  those  of  his  regimental  commanders  are,  how 
ever,  enclosed. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  McLAWS,  Major  General. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  RANSOM. 


HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION, 
Camp  near  Fndericfaburg,  Pa.,  Dec.  20,  1862. 

Major  G.  M.  SORREL, 

Assistant  Adjutant   General,  First  Corps,  A.  N.  V.  : 

SIR  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  mv  division 
during  the  several  days'  operations  before  Frecjkricksburg,  commenc- 
cing  on  the  1  Ith  instant : 

On  the  morning  of  that  day  the  division  took  position  about  six 
hundred  yards  in  rear  of  our  batteries,  which  were  upon  Marye's  and 
Willis'  Hills,  and  at  the  time  occupied  by  the  Washington  artillery. 
About  noon,  it  was  withdrawn  to  the  Telegraph  road,  a  little  in  rear 
of  where  General  Longstreet  had  bis  headquarters  during  the  day. 
At  ni^e  o'clock,  P.  M.,  it  retook  the  position  of  the  morning,  Cooke's 
brigade  being  advanced  to  within  two  hundred  yards  of  our  batteries, 
and  the  twenty-fourth  North  Carolina,  of  my  brigade,  was  placed  in  a 
ditch  on  the  left,  and  in  the  prolongation  of  Cobb's  brigade,  which 
occupied  the  Telegraph  road  in  front  of  Marye's  and  Willis'  hills. 
The  left  of  the  twenty-fourth  rested  on  the  plank  road.  My  batteries 
remained  in  rear  of  the  division. 

On  the  i2th  there  was  no  change,  except  the  placing  of  three  long 
range  guns  from  Cooper's  battery  near  Howison's  house  on  the  right 
of  the  Telegraph  road.  During  these  two  days  occasional  shells  from 
the  enemy's  guns  burst  among  and  near  the  troops,  but  there  were 
few  or  no  injuries. 

About  half  past  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  13th,  large  numbers 
of  skirmishers  were  thrown  out  from  the  town  .by  the  enemy,  and  it 
soon  became  evident  that  an  effort  would  be  made  to  take  our  batteries, 
which  I  was  supporting.  Cocke's  brigade  was  ordered  to  occupy  the 
crest  of  Marye's  and  Willis'  hills,  which  was  done  in  fine  style.  By 
this  time  the  enemy  backed  his  skirmishers  with  a  compact  line,  and 
advanced  towards  the  hills;  but  the  Washington  artillery  and  a  well 
directed  fire  from  Cobbs'  and  Cooke's  brigades  diove  them  quickly 
back  to  their  shelter  in  the  town.  But  a  few  minutSH- elapsed  before 
another  line  was  formed  by  the  enemy,  he  all  the  while'  keeping  up  a 
brisk  tire  with  sharpshooters.  This  line  advanced  with  the  utmost, 
determination,  and  some  few  of  them  got  within  fifty  yards  of  our  line, 
but  the  whole  were  forced  to  retire  in  wild  confusion  before  the  telling 
fire  of  our  small  arms  at  such  short  range. 

During  this  attack,  two  of  Cooke's  regiments,  being  badly  exposed,, 
(for  there  were  then  no,  rifle-pits  on  the  hills,)  were  thrown  into  the 
road  with  Cobb's  brigade.  For  some  few  minutes  there  was  a  cessa 
tion  of  fire;  but  we  were  not  kept  long  in  expectancy.  The  enemy 
now  seemed  determined  to  reach  our  position,  and  formed,  apparently* 


452 

a  triple  line.  Observing  this  movement  on  his  part,  I  brought  up  the 
three  regiments  of  my  brigade  to  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the 
crest  of  the  hills,  and  pushed  forward  the  twenty-fifth  North  Carolina 
volunteers  to  the  crest.  The  enemy,  almost  massed,  moved  to  the 
charge  heroically,  and  met  the  withering  fire  of  our  artillery  and 
small  arras  with*  wonderful  staunchness.  On  they  came  to  within  less 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  paces  of  our  line  :  but  nothing  could  live 
before  the  sheet  of  lead  that  was  hurled  at  tnem  from  this  distance. 
They  momentarily  wavered,  broke  anfl  rushed  headlong  from  the  field, 
A  few,  however,  more  resolute  than  the  rest,  lingered  under  cover  of 
some  fences  and  houses,  and  annoyed  us  with  a  scattering,  but  well 
directed  fire.  The  twenty-fifth  North  Carolina  volunteers  reached  the 
crest  of  the  hill  just  ui  time  to  pour  into  the  enemy  a  few  volleys  at 
most  deadly  range,  arra  then  took  position  shoulder  to  shoulder  with 
Cobb's  and  Cooke's  men  in  the  road. 

During  this  attack,  the  gallant  Brigadier  General  Cobb  was  mortally 
WOQnded,  uiid  almost  at  the  same  iristnrit  Brigadier  General  Cooke  was 
wounded  and  taken  from  the  field.  Colonel  Hall,  forty- sixth  North 
Carolina  volunteers,  succeeded  to  the  command  of  his  brigade.  Nothing- 
daunted  by  the  fearful  punishment  he  had  received,  the  enemy  brought 
out  fresh  and  increased  numbers  of  troops.  Fearing  lest  he  might,  by 
tn^re  force  of  numbers,  pass  over  our  line,  I  determined  to  meet  him 
with  every  man  at  my  disposal,  and  started  in -person  to  place  the  re 
maining  t<¥0  regiments  of  my  brigade.  Just  at  this  instant,  Briga 
dier  General  Kershaw  dashed,  on  horseback,  at  the  head  of  one  of  his 
regiments  up  the  new  road  leading  from  the  Telegraph  road,  and  near 
the  mill,  and  led  it  into  the  fight  imn  ediately  at  Marye's  house.  A 
second  regiment  from  his  brigade  followed  and  took  position  in  rear 
of  and  near  the  grave-yard  on  Willis'  hill,  and  remained  there.  I  now 
advanced  my  regiments  and  placed  one  a  few  yards  in  rear  of  Marye's 
house,  and  the  other  on  its  right  and  a  little  more  retired.  With  his 
increased  numbers  the  enemy  moved  forward.  Our  men  held  their 
fire  until  it  would  be  fatally  effective  ;  meantime,  our  artillery  was 
spreading  fearful  havoc  among  the  enemy's  ranks.  Still  he  advanced 
and  received  the  destructive  fire  of  our  line  ;  even  more  resolute  than 
before,  he  seemed  determined,  madly,  to  press  on  ;  but  his  eiforts  could 
avail  nothing.  At  length,  broken  and  seemingly  dismayed,  the  whole 
mass  turned  and  fled  to  the  very  centre  of  the  town.  At  this  time, 
I  sent  my  adjutant  general  to  the  road  to  ascertain  the  condition  of 
the  troops  and  the  amount  of  ammunition  on  hand.  His  report  was 
truly  gratifying,  representing  the  men  in  highest  spirits,  and  abun 
dance  of  ammunition.  I  had  ordered  Cobb's  brigade  to  be  supplied 
'from  my  wagons. 

The  afternoon  was  now  nearly  spent,  and  it  appeared  that  the  ene 
my  would  riot  again  renew  his  attempts  to  carry  our  position.  Again, 
however,  an  effort,  more  feeble  than  those  which  had  preceded,  was 
made  to  push  his  troops  over  the  bodies  of  the  now  numerous  slain. 
The  sun  was  down,  and  darkness  was  fast  hiding  the  enemy  from  view, 
and  it  was  resonable  to  suppose  there  would  be  no  further  movement, 
at  least,  towards  the  point  we  held  ;  but  the  frequent  and  determined 
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assaults  he  had  made  would  not  permit  me  to  despise  either  his  courage 
or  his  hardihood,  and  thinking  that,  as  a  last  alternative,  he  might 
resort  to  the  bayonet  under  cover  of  darkness,  I  massed  my  little 
command  so  as  to  meet  such  an  attack  with  all  the  power  we  were 
capable  of  exerting.  Instead,  however,  of  a  charge  with  the  bayonet, 
just  after  dark  he  opened  a  tremendous  fire  of  small  arms,  and  at  short 
range,  upon  my  whole  line.  This  la;jt  desperate  and  maddened  attack 
met  the  same'  fate  which  had  befallen  those  which  preceded,  and  his 
hosts  were  sent,  actually  howling,  back  to  their  beaten  comrades  in  the 
town.  A  short  time  before  the  last  attache,  Brigadier  General  Keroper 
had  reported  to  me  with  his  brigade.  \Vith  two  of  his  regiments  I 
relieved  the  twenty-fourth  North  Carolina  volunteers,  which  had*  bee'n 
in  the  ditch  two  days,  and  placed  the  others  in  close  supporting  dis 
tance  at  the  crest  of  the  hill. 

During  the  whole  time  the  enemy's  artillery  had  not  ceased  to  play 
upon  us,  but  our  batteries  took  no  notice  of  it,  reserving  their%fir« 
and  using  it  against  the  enemy's  infantry,  as  it  would  form  and  ad 
vance,  with  extraordinary  effect.  Thus  ended  the  fighting  ia  front  of 
Fredericksburg. 

By  ten  o'clock,  P.  M.,  General  Kershaw  hud  put  the  whole  of  his 
brigade  in  the  road,  and  sent  me  word  he  could  hold  if.  I  was  satis 
fied  no  furtaor  attempt  would  be  made  by  the  enemy  before  daylight, 
and  withdrew  my  division  two  hundred  yards,  and  permitted  it  to 
rest.  At  this  time  of  night,  I  received  orders  to  send  a  battery  of 
long-range  guns  to  Major  Garnett.  The  three  guns  of  Cooper's,  at 
Howison'a  house,  were  sent,  and  they  replaced  by  a  like  number  from 
Branch's  battery. . 

Until  about  four,  P.  M.,  on  the  13th,  the  Washington  artillery  had 
served  in  the  batteries,  when  it  was  relieved  by  Colonel  Alexander's 
battalion,  and,  during  the  night,  I  replaced  five  of  his  guns  with 
twelve- pounder  howitzers  from  my  batteries.  During  the  day,  only 
three  of  my  guns  were  in  action,  and  those  were  at  the  Howison 
house.  I  am  informed  by  the  report  of  the  captain  that  they  did  good 
service,  both  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg  and  more  to  the  right. 

On  the  14th,  little  of  moment  occurred.  The  enemy  annoyed  us 
by  an  unceasing  fire  from  sharpshooters,  but  did  little  injury.  Early 
on  that  night,  I  was  directed  to  return  Kemper's  brigade  to  General 
Pickett.  It  was  replaced  by  my  own.  Before  daylight,  orders  came 
to  relieve  Jenkins'  brigade,  on  the  right  of  the  telegraph  road,  which 
1  had  now  with  my  own,  and  the  latter  was  replaced  by  Cooke's  and 
one  regiment  from  Featherston's,  which  was  immediately  on  my  left. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  loth,  large  numbers  of  infantry  were 
seen  collecting  in  the  town,  and  the  sharpshooters  again  began  to  be 
troublesome.  Colononel  Alexander  and  Lieutenant  Branch,  the  latter 
having  charge  of  a  twelve-pounder  howitzer  and  a  Napoleon  which 
Colonel  A.  had  sent  me,  by  a  few  well  directed  shells  dispersed  the 
infantry  in  the  town  and  dislodged  the  sharpshooters. 

About  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  Brigadier  General 
Jenki&s,  with  his  brigade,  reported  tome,  and  relieved  Cooke's. 

Too  high  commendation  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  the  troops  under 
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wj  command,  and  those  of  other  corps,  who  came  under  my  observa 
tion,  and  I  trust  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  some,  at  least. 
of  the  latter.  The  unwavering  firmness  evinced  throughout,  by  all, 
raises  them  to  the  highest  pitch  of  admiration. 

The  field,  on  the  13th,  presented  the  unprecedented  spectacle  of  a 
fierce  battle  raging  and  not  a  straggler  from  the  ranks." 

Brigadier  General  Cooke  was  wounded  early  in  the  action,  but 
handled  his  troops  well. 

Brigadier  General  Kemper  came  upon  the  field  late,  but  in  the 
handsomest  style,  under  a  galling  fire,  moved  his  command  into  posi 
tion  with  the  greatest  alacrity  and  steadiness,  and,  during  this  time, 
lost  a*  few  killed  and  quite  a  number  wounded. 

While  I  do  not  disparage  any,  I  cannot  fail  to  mention  the  splendid 
and  dashing  action  of  the  twenty- fifth  North  Carolina  volunteers, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Bryson  commanding,  in  going  into  battle. 

l^ough  no  part  of  my  command,  I  will  not  pass  over  the  already 
famous  Washington  artillery.  Its  gallantry  and  efficiency  are  above 
praise. 

Colonel  Alexander,  of  the  artillery,  brought  in  his  battalion  admi 
rably,  and  relieved  the  Washingtoruartiliery  under  a  hot  fire. 

I  regret  that  I  could  not  witness  the  part  taken  by  the  long-range 
guns  of  my  batteries,  but.  from  the  commanders'  reports,  they  did  good 
service,  both  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg  and  more  to  the  right 
of  our  lines.  Lieutenant  Branch,  in  charge  of  the  two  pieces  above 
mentioned,  handled  them  beautifully. 

lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Cooke,  twenty-fourth  North  Carolina  vol 
unteers,  was  severely  wounded.  I  have  before  witnessed  his  conduct, 
aiad  no  one  more  highly  merits  promotion. 

The  valuable  assistance  and  daring  gallantry  of  my  assistant  adju 
tant  general,  Captain  Thomas  Rowland,  and  volunteer  aid,  Dr.  II.  I. 
l>avis,  deserve  my  warmest  commendation.  They,  three  times  each 
during  the  day,  traversed  the  entire  front  of  my  line,  descending  and 
returning  from  the  road,  thus  six  times  running  the  gauntlet  of  a 
most  fearful  fire. 

I  a  in  much  indebted  to  Lieutenant  E.  A.  Thorn,  ordnance  officer 
for  division,  for  his  devotion  and  energy.  Whatever  might  have  been 
the  duration  of  the  battle,  so  long  as  ammunition  could  have  been 
had,  1  felt  sure  that  my  troops  would  be  supplied.  After  the  battle, 
he  collected  about  two  thousand  small  arms. 

Lieutenant  and  Aid-de-Carnp  Brodnax  rendered  valuable  aid. 

I  should  fail  in  my  duty  if  1  did  not  notice  the  splendid  dash  of 
General  Kershaw  and  his  staff. 

Lieutenant  Landry,  of  Captain  Maurin's  battery,  I  believe,  called 
the  Donelson  artillery,  by  direction  of  Captain  Latrobe,  assistant  ad 
jutant  and  inspector  general,  took  his  piece  from  behind  the  epaul- 
ment  in  order  to  dislodge  a  body  of  the  enemy  upon  whom  the  bat 
tery  could  not  play.  Most  effectually  he  performed  this  service,  but, 
in  doing  so,  lost  several  of  his  men  and  had  his  piece  disabled.  His 
conduct  was  admirable,  for,  during  the  time,  he  was  exposed  to  a 
direct  fire  of  six  and  an  enfilade  fire  of  four  guns. 
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With  sadness,  we  mourn  the  loss  of  many  gallant  men*;  but  I  will 
pay  a  special  tribute  to  the  intrepid  General  Cobb,  who  fell,  mortally 
wounded,  in  the  midst  of  his  men,  while  nobly  defending  our  righteous 
cause.  His  brigade,  throughout  the  day,  remained  at  the  post  Gi 
honor,  in  the  front  line. 

Among  those  who  fell,  and  those  of  his  comrades  who  lament  hia 
Joss,  there  was  not  one  more  meritorious  than  the  modest,  but  brave 
and  manly.  Major  Kelly,  of  the  thirty-fifth  North  Carolina  volunteers. 

To  two  of  my  couriers,  private  Devam,  twenty-fourth,  and  private 
Hood,  thirty-sixth  North  Carolina  volunteers,  I  am  truly  indebted  for 
their  devotion,  gallantry  and  intelligence,  during  the  several  day 3, 

1  herewith  enclose  a  complete  list  of  the  casualties  in  my  division ; 
in  the  aggregate  five  hundred  and  thirty.  The  wounded  bear  a  largo 
proportion  to  the' killed.  Before  the  town  there  were  not  engaged,  all 
told,  on  our  part,  more  than  five  thousand.  It  is  impossible  to  esti 
mate  exactly  the  number  of  the  enemy  who  were  opposed  to  us. 
From  prisoners  taken,  it  is  certain  that  all  of  Sumner's  grand  division 
and  part  of  Hooker's  were  brought  against  the  position.  Among 
these  can  be  named,  specially,  Hancock's  and  'Whipple's  division,  the 
IriBtubrigade*  and  the  whole  of  the  regular  infantry  of  the  old  United 
States  army,  the  latter  under  Sykes. 

The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  must  have  been  very  large.  Each  of  the 
nights  of  Saturday,  Sunday  and  Monday,  the  enemy  bore  off  large 
numbers.  Oa  Tuesday  I  walked  over  the  field,  and  the  ^lain  lay  m 
many  places  piled  up  on  each  other.  As  I  understand  an  accurate 
count  of  those  buried  has  been  mad«,  I  will  not  hazard  an  opinion  as 
to  the  real  number  killed.  The  havoc  \Vas  appalling. 

I  A-IIJ.  gir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  RANSOM,  JR., 
Brigadier  General  commanding  Division, 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  HOOD, 

DIVISION  HEADQUARTERS,  NEAR  FREDERICKSBUR-S,  VA. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  par 
ticipation  of  my  command,  composed  of  the  Texas  brigade,  Brigadier 
General  J.  B.  Robertson,  commanding;  Law's  brigade,  Brigadier 
General  E.  M.  Law,  commanding ;  Anderson's  brigade,  Brigadier 
General  G.  T.  Anderson,  commanding;  Toombs'  brigade,  Colonel  II. 
.L.  Benning  commanding,  and  Reilly's,  Bachman's  and  Gardner's  bat 
teries,  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  December  13th,  1862,  and 
operations  in  connection  therewith  : 

In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  Lieutenant  General  com 
manding,  on  hearing  the  signal  guns,  about  two  o'clock,  on  the  morn 
ing  of  the  llth  December,  I  immediately  formed  my  command  and 
.•moved  into  position  along  the  crest  of  the  hills  stretching  from  Dr. 
Reynolds'  house  to  near  the  railroad  crossing,  and  occupied  the  Bow- 
li^:g  Green  road  with  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers.  Soon  afterwards, 
I  pushed  forward  about  one  hundred  riflemen  to  harass  the  enemy  in 
his  efforts  to  throw  a  bridge  across  the  Rappahannock  river,  at  the 
mouth  of  Deep  Run.  This  party  was  unable,  however,  to  effect  the 
desired  object,  in  consequence  of  the  ground  not  affording  shelter  to 
the  men  within  rifle-range  of  the  river.  My  scouts  having  reported, 
tear  dark,  that  the  enemy  had  completed  a  bridge  across  the  river  im 
mediately  below  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run,  and  in  my  front,  I  increased 
my  force  in  the  Bowling  Green  road  and  threw  a  line  of  skirmishers 
to  the  front,  with  orders  to  the  commanding  officer  to  hold  the  road. 
The  enemy  commenced  crossing  infantry  and  artillery  at  dark,  and 
continued  doing  so  throughout  the  night,  at  the  same  time  deploying 
to  their  left,  to  and  below  Mr.  Arthur  Bernard's  house,  thereby  indi 
cating  his  intention  to  attack  our  right. 

Taring  the  night,  I  withdrew  the  force  from  the-  Bowling  Green 
road,  and  the  line  of  skirmishers  back  to  the  road.  At  about  ten 
o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  I  was  relieved  by  General  A. 
P.  Hill's  division,  and',  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Lieutenant 
Goneral  commanding,  relieved  General  Pickett  on  my  left.  Discov 
ering  a  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  deployed  along  tlie  railroad,  I 
detached  two  companies  from  Toombs'  and  one  company  from  Laws' 
brigade,  and,  without  loss  on  our  side,  drove  them  off,  killing  two  or 
three  men  and  five  horses.  About  dark,  General  Pickett  reoccupied 
hia  original  position ;  and,  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  the 
Lieutenant  General  commanding,  I  moved  my  command  back  to  my 
original  position,  with  orders  to  co-operate  with  A.  P.  Hill's  or  any 
ether  troops  of  General  T.  J.  Jackson's  corps. 

On  the  13th,  during  the  engagement  on  the  right  of  our  line,  a  con 
siderable  force  of  the  enemy  defiled  from  the  right  bank  of  Deep  Run, 
acd,  forming  line  of  battle,  advanced,  driving  our  skirmishers  from 
&ad  occupying  the  railroad.  Two  of  Brigadier  General  Law's 
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inents,  the  fifty-seventh  North  Carolina,  Colonel  A.  C.  Godwin  com 
manding,  and  fifty-fourth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  J.  C.  McDowell 
commanding,  were  thrown  forward,  the  fifty-seventh  leading,  and  in 
gallant  style  drove  the  enemy  from  the  position  he  had  gained,  fol 
lowing  him  up  to  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  Bowlh.g  Green 
road  and  punishing  him  severely.  These  regiments,  with  the  fourth 
Alabama,  Law's  brigade,  support,  held  the  railroad  until  dark,  when 
chey  were  relieved  by  other  troops  from  my  command,  who  retained 
possession  of  it  until  the  enemy  recrosaed  the  river,  on  the  night  of 
the  15th. 

As  usual,  Brigadier  General  Law  was  conspicuous  upon  the  field, 
acting  with  great  gallantry,  and  had  his  horse  killed  under  him  whilst 
personally  directing  the  movements  of  his  brigade. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  call  your  attention  to  the  gallant 
bearing  of  both  the  officers  and  men  of  the  fifty-seventh  North  Caro 
lina  regiment,  Colonel  A.  C.  Godwin  commanding,  in  their  charge  on 
a  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  posted  in  the  strong  position  he  had 
gained.  Equal  praise  is  due  the  fifty-fourth  North  Carolina  regiment, 
Colonel  J.  C.  McDowell  commanding,  for  their  able  support  of  the 
fifty-seventh,  and  especially  for  their  display  of  discipline  in  chang 
ing  front  under  fire,  to  cover  the  left  flank  of  the  fifty-seventh  from 
the  fire  of  a  force  of  the  enemy  occupying  Deep  llun,  below  the  rail 
road,  to  which  the0becarne  exposed  in  consequence  of  their  pursuit 
of  the  force  they  ha"d  dislodged.  Indeed,  I  cannot  in  justice  omit  to 
mention  the  bearing  and  .morale  of  my  entire  command  during  the 
lime  the  enemy  was  in  our  front,  as  evidenced  by  their  earnest  desire 
io  be  led  to  battle  and  their  presence  at  all  times,  as,  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge,  not  a  single  officer  or  man  left  ranks  without  proper 
Authority. 

The  members  of  my  staff  were,  as  usual,  at  their  posts,  and  zeal 
ous  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty  devolving  upon  them.  Below  will 
will  be  found  a  summary  of  the  casualties  of  my  command. 

For  further  particulars,  attention  is  called  to  accompanying  reports 
of  brigade  commanders. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  J.  B.  HOOD, 

Major  General  commanding. 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  D.  H.  HILL. 

HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION,  December  24,   1862. 
Captain  A.  S.  PENDLETON,  A.  A.   G.  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the^perations  of  my  command 
around  Fredericksburg.  On  the  3rd  December  my  division  was  sent 
to  Port  Royal,  to  prevent  the  crossing  of  the  Yankees  at  or  near  that 
point.  Four  Yankee  gunboats  were  then  lying  opposite  the  town. 
Rifle-pits  were  constructed  above  the  town  on  the  night-  of  the  4th,  to 
prevent  the  pirates  from  ascending;  and  Hardaway's  Whitworth  gun 
was  placed  on  Jack's  Hill,  some  three  miles  *below  the  town,  and  his 
remaining  two  guns,  with  Carter's  Parrott's,  were  placed  on  the  hill 
due  west  of  the  town.  Hardaway  opened  upon  the  gunboats  about 
three  o'clock,  on  the  5th  instant.  Finding  the  fire  too  hot  for  them, 
they  fled  back  to  town,  where  they  were  sheltered  from  Carter's  fin*. 
Harraway  continued  to  pelt  them;  and,  to  stop  his  fire,  (as  is  sup 
posed.)  the  ruffians  commenced  shelling  the  town,  full  of  women  and 
children.  The  town  was  partially  destroyed,  but  £  merciful  God 
kindly  protected  the  inoffensive  inhabitants.  A  dog  was  killed  and  VL 
negro  wounded  ;  no  other  living  being  was  inj^ed.  Finding  that 
Hardaway'fi  fire  did  not  slacken,  the  pirates  fled  cfown  the  river.  But 
now  a  worse  fate  awaited  them  than  a  distant  cannonade.  The  gal 
lant  Major  Pelham,  of  General  Stuart's  horse  artillery,  hrfd  a  section 
of  artillery  immediately  on  the  bank  of  the  river  and  gave  them  a 
parting  salute.  He  was  greeted  with  grape  and  canister,  and  had 
one  man  killed.  There  were  no  casualties  at  my  batteries.  From 
Yankee  sources,  we  learned  that  the  pirates  lost  six  killed  and  twenty 
wounded.  Whether  they  over-estimated  or  under- estimated  their 
loss,  I  do  not  know.  They  sometimes  lie  on  one  side,  and  sometime? 
on- another.  In  a  few  days,  the  pirates  returned  as  high  as  Port  To 
bago,  with  five  more  of  their  thievish  consorts.  Eleven  rifle  guns  of 
Colcnel  Browne's  reserve  artillery  and  all  my  division  batteries  were 
brought  down  to  the  river,  under  cover  of  a  dense^og,  and,  when  it 
lifted,  were  opened  upon  them.  The  firing  was  bad,  except  from  the 
Whitworth,  and  it  soon  drove  them  under  cover  of  a  thick  growth  of 
woods,  where  they  lay  concealed.  We  have  learned,  from  the  same 
respectable  Yankee  source,  that  three  of  the  pirates  were  struck,  one 
three  times,  and  that  a  captain  was  killed  and  four  or  five  other 
thieves  knocked  on  the  head.  We  had  no  casualties.  Just  before 
sundown,  oti  the  12th  instant,  I  received  an  order  to  march  that 
night  to  Fredericksburg,  as  the  Yankees  were  expected  to  attack  Gen 
eral  Lee  the  next  day.  A  portion  of  my  command  was  twenty-two 
miles  from  that  city,  and  the  most  of  them  from  eighteen  to  twenty. 
We  began  our  march  immediately  ami  proceeded  until  we  were 
stopped  by  encountering  General  Early's  column,  some  three  miles 
from  Hamilton's  crossing.  We  waited  until  daylight,  and  then  fol 
lowed  General  Early.  His  division  was  placed  in  the  second  line, 


behind  General  A.  P.  Kill,  and  my  division  in  the  third  line,  behind 
General  Early.  We  remained  in  that  position  until  noon,  when  the 
division  was  ordered  on  the  extreme  right  to  meet  a  flank  movem.jp.  i 
of  the  Yankees,  under  General  Doubleday.  We  were,  however,  soon 
ordered  back,  as  Doubleday  did  not  advance,  and  our  front  line,  under 
General  A.  P.  Hill,  had  been  broken.  General  Early  pushed  forward 
•arid  recovered  the  loflt  ground,  and  my  division  took  Early's  position. 
My  division  artillery  an*d  the  reserve  artillery,  under  Colonel  Brown, 
(temporarily  under  my  command,)  were  sent  forward  in  the  afcernoop 
to  relieve  the  batteries  which  had  been  engaged  in  the  morning. 
The  relieving  batteries  have  been  highly  commended  for  gallant  and 
effective  service.  Captains  Carter,  Hardaway,  Bondurant,  Fry  and 
Page  were  conspicuous  here,  as  every  where,  for  gallantry  and  alacrity 
in  the  discharge  of  duty.  Towards  sundown,  OQ  the  1 3th,  a  general 
advance  of  our  lines  was  ordered,  preceded  by  artillery.  Artillery 
officers  were  called  for  to  volunteer  for  this  hazardous  duty.  Captain 
Bondurant  and  Lieutenants  Pendleton  and  Carter,  of  my  division, 
volunteered  and  brought  out  their  batteries.  The  answering  reply  of 
the  Yankee  artillery  to  ours  was  so  rapid  and  constant  that  the  ad 
vance  was  halted  before  our  columns  emerged  from  the  woods  to  view. 
On  the  1 4th  Hfttant,  General  Karly  and  Taliaferro  occupied  tho 
front  line,  my  division  the  second  line,  and  General  A.  P.  Hill  the 
third.  The  YanKee's,  having  been  terribly  thrashed  the  day  before, 
were  quiescent  on  the  14th.  They  had  established  themselves  in  a 
hedge- row,  and  had  it  lined  with  artillery.  Hardaway  got  a  positi  >r  . 
with  his  Whitworth  gun,  from  which  he  could  enfilade  the  line.  He 
drove  out  all  their1  batteries  and  made  them  leave  at  a  gallop.  ] 
thick  that  his  gun  killed  the  Yankee  General  Bayard,  as  no  other  or' 
our  guns  could  carry  so  far  as  to  the  point  where  he  was  struck.  At 
Upperville,  on  November  2nd,  this  gun  put  to  flight  two  Yankee  bat 
teries,  and  cavalry  and  artillery,  at  the  distance  of  three  miles  and  a 
half.  Grimes'  brigade  occupied  the  extreme  right  of  our  front  line 
on  the  night  of  the  13th,  and  held  the  same  position  for  the  next  two 
days.  This  brigade  also  furnished  a  hundred  sharpshooters  to  support 
Stuart,  and  these  were  constantly  skirmishing  with  the  Yankees 
during  the  14th  and  15th.  Colonel  Estes,  with  his  regiment,  forty- 
fourth  Georgia,  .Doles'  brigade,  was  also  sent  to  support  Stuart  or* 
the  night  of  the  1 3th,  and  remained  with  him  until  the  15th.  These 
advance  troops,  together  with  the  skirmishers  thrown  out  from  each 
brigade  when  on  the  advance  line,  were  the  only  portions  of  my  di 
vision  actively  engaged  with  the  Yankees.  My  division  relieved 
Generals  Early  and  Taliaferro  before  day  on  the  loth,  and  remained 
all  day  m  the  advance.  Major  Jones'  battalion,  of  my  division  artil 
lery,  was  placed  oh  our  left  flank.  The  Yankees  were  unusually 
placid  on  the  loth.  The  only  firing  worthy  of  notice  was  from  some 
dozen  or  twenty  pieces  on  the  oiher  side  of  the  river,  attempting  to 
dislodge  Hardaway  from  his  enfilading  position.  He,  however,  lay 
quieti ,  ou  his  straw-rick,  looking  at  them  with  his  glass,  arid  only' 
faring  when  he  could  make  his  shot  tell.  As  the  day  of  the  loth  wore 
away  without  a  fight,  the  division,  with  the  exception  of  the  advance 
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detachments,  not  Laving  drawn  trigger,  applied  to  Lieutenant  General 
tfackson  to  remain  one  day  longer  on  the  front  line.  This  request 
was  granted.  At  daylight,  our  pickets  were  thrown  forward  and  tho 
enemy  found  to  be  gone.  Burnsido  ha<J  changed  his  base.  We  cap- 
tared  two  hundred  and  ninety-two  of  the  Yankee  pickets  and  strag 
glers*  $ml.  gathered 'up  between  three  and  four  thousand  excellent 
rifles  and  muskets.  I  regret  to  add  that,  although  none  of  my  troops* 
drew  trigger,  with  the  exceptions  above  made,  we  had  one  hundred 
and  seventy-three  casualties  in  the  division,  nearly  all  from  the  artil 
lery  fire  of  the  Yankees. 

My  thanks  are  duo  to  all  my  staff  for  faithful  and  efficient  services. 
Major  J.  W.  Ratchford  and  Major  Archer  Anderson,  adjutant  gen- 
eral's  staff;  Major  Jones,  commanding  battalion  of  artillery  ;  Captain 
Carter,  chief  of  artillery;  Captain  M.  L.  Randolph,  signal  officer; 
Lieutenant  R.  11.  Morrison,  aid-de-camp;  Lieutenant  E  F.  Brevard, 
volunteer  aid;  Lieutenants  Harris  and  Estelle,  ordnance  officers; 
Mr.  Arthur  Chichester,  engineer  officer;  Sergeant  JLirraeling,  com 
manding  the  couriers,  all  rendered  valuable  and  important  service. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  steadiness  of  my  men  under  fire, 
their  confidence  of  victory  and  eagerness  to  lend  their  efforts  to 
achieve  it,  their  patient  endurance  of  a  fatiguing  march  the  night 
before  the  battle,  and  their  general  subordination  and  good  conduct. 
Under  tried  veterans  as  brigade  commanders — Rodes,  Colquitt,  Pier- 
son,  Doles  and  Grimes — I  feel  confident  that  they  will  do  well  when 
ever  called  upon  to  meet  the  infernal  Yankees.  In  no  battle  of  the 
v/ar  has  the  signal  interposition  of  God  in  our  favor  been  more  won 
derfully  displayed  than  at  Fredericksburg,  and  it  'is  to  be  earnestly 
lioped  that  our  gratitude  will  correspond  in  some  degree  with  His  favor. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  II.  HILL,  Major   General. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  A.  P.  HILL. 

HEADQ'RS  A.  P.  HILL'S  LIGHT  DIVISION,  JACKSON'S  CORPS,  * 
Camp  near  Fredericksbitrg,  January  1,  1863..     f 

Captain  A.  S.  PENDLETON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  Jackson9  s  Corps: 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  light  division  in  the  battle  of  Fredcricksburg : 

It  having  been  definitely  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the 
Rappahannook  in  large  force,  on  the  evening  of  the  1 1th  December, 
I  was  directed  by  General  R.  E.  Lee,  subsequently  by  the  Lieutenant 
General,  also,  to  move  nay  division  at  du-wn,  on  the  12th,  and  relieve 
Major  General  Hood.  In  obedience  to  this  order,  I  put  roy  troops  in 
position,  ray  front  line  consisting  of  two  regiments  of  Broekenbrough's 
brigade,  the  brigades  of  Generals  Archer,  Lane  nnd  Pender,  my  ex 
treme  right  resting  upon  the  road  leading  from  Hamilton's  Crossing 
to  the  Port  Royal  road,  and  my  left  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Deep 
Creek.  Upon  the  hill  crowning  the  right  of  my  line,  Lieutenant  Col 
onel  Lindsay  Walker,  my  chief  of  artillery,  had  in  position,  under 
his  own  immediate  direction,  fourteen  rifle  and  Napoleon  guns,  com 
posed  of  the  batteries  of  Pegram  and  Mclntosh,  with  sections  from  the 
batteries  of  Crenshaw,  Latham  and  Johnson,  commanded  respectively 
by  Lieutenants  Ellett,  Potts  and  Chitter.  The  batteries  of  Captains 
Davidson  and  Braxton  (the  latter  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Marye) 
were  placed  to  cover  my  left,  about  two  hundred  yards  in  front  of 
Fender's  brigade. 

My  line  of  battle,  as  thus  formed,  was  fully  one  mile  and  a  half  in 
extent,  the  division  of  Major  General  Hood  being  on  my  left.  Lane's 
brigade  was  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  advance  of  my  gene 
ral  line,  the  timber,  in  the  skirt  of  which  was  .posted  his  brigade, 
jutting  out  into  the  low  grounds  some  distance  from  the  main  body. 
Along  the  military  road — a  new  road  running  in  rear  of  my  front  line 
from  right  to  left,  cut  by  Major  General  Hood — were  posted  my  re 
serves,  consisting  of  the  remainder  of  Brockenbrough s  brigade, 
fortieth  and  fii'ty -fifth  Virginia,  as  a  support  to  Walker's  batteries, 
Gregg's  brigade  crossing  the  interval  between  Archer  arid  Lane,  and 
Thomas'  brigade  the  interval  between  Lane  and  Pender.  The  division 
remained  as  thus  posted  during  Friday  and  Friday  night  undisturbed, 
except  by  the  shelling  from  the  enemy's  guns. 

On  Saturday  morning,  Lieutenant  General  Jackson  directed  that 
Braxton's  battery  and  two  batteries  from  Brigadier  General  Taiiaferro's 
division  be  placed  in  advance  of  the  railroad,  and  General  Lane  was 
directed  to  support  them.  Braxton' s  battery  was  relieved  by  Latimer, 
a  young  veteran.  About  ten  o'clock,  Saturday  morning,  the  lifting 
of  the  fog  discovered  to  us  the  lines  oi  the  enemy,  drawn  out  in  battle 


array  on  the  low   grounds  between   us   and  the   river,  covering   the 
whole  of  my  front,  and  extending  far  to  the  left,  towards  Fredericks- 
burg.     They  were  deployed  in  three  lines,  with  heavy  reserves  behind 
the  Port  Royal  road.     Soon  their  lines,  accompanied  by  ten  batteries, 
six  on  their  left  and  four  on  the  right,  moved  forward  to   the   attack. 
They  had  advanced  but  a  short  distance,  when  Stuart's  horse  artillery 
opening  on  them  from  the  Port  Royal  road  ^nd  enfilading  their  lines, 
the  advance  was  halted  fcnd  four  of  the  batteries  gave  their  attention 
'  for  an  hour  or  more  to  Major  Pelham.     As  soon  as  Pelham  ceased  his 
iire,  all  their  batteries,  right  and  left,  opened  a  teriific  fire  upon  the 
positions  occupied  by  my  batteries,  and  shelled  the  woods  promiscu 
ously.     There  being  no  reply  from   any   of  our  batteries,  and  being 
unable  to  elicit  any  discoveries  from  this  sharp  practice,  continued  for 
an  hour  or  more,  the  advance  was   again   sounded,  and,   preceded  by 
clouds  of  skirmishers,  the  right   gallantly   essayed   another  attempt. 
To  cover  this  advance,  their  batteries  were  now  served  with  redoubled 
activity,  and  now,  the  masses   of  infantry  being   within   point   blank 
range,  the  roar  was  deepened  and  made  deadly  to  the  enemy  as  Fhell 
?md  canister  from  our  long  silent,  but  now  madly  aroused,  batteries 
ploughed   through  their  ranks,     The  enemy,  however,  continued  to 
advance,  and  the  three  batteries  .already   mentioned   as   bavin?  been 
posted  in  advance  of  the  railroad   were  compelled  to  retire,  their  with 
drawal  being  covered  by  Lieutenant   Colonel  Hill,   with  the  seventh 
North  Carolina.     Lane's  brigade  was  the  first  to  encounter  the  unsses 
of  the  enemy,  who,  recoiling  somewhat  from  his  direct  front,  shifted 
their  main  attack  to  his  right,  endeavoring  to  penetrate  through  the 
interval  between  Archer  and  himself.     The  attack  directly  in  front  of 
Archer  and  of  Walker's  guns  had  been  gallantly  repulsed,  the  enemy 
finding  what  shelter  they  could  along   the   railroad      Conceetrating 
their  columns  of  attack,  the  enemy  now  made  a  bold  effort,  and,  push 
ing  onward,  turned  Lane's  right,  although  obstinately  resisted  hv  the 
twenty-eighth  and  thirty-seventh  North  Carolina  regiments.     Colonel 
Barber,  of  the  thirty-seventh,  finding  his  right  turned,  changed  front 
',vith  his  three  right  companies,  and  poured  in  a  destructive  fire.  These 
two  regiments  continued  to  fight  until  their  ammunition  was  exhausted. 
Mid  were  then  quickly  and  steadily   retired  from   the   field,  refilling 
their  boxes  and  rejoinicg  their  brigade.     The  three  remaining  regi 
ments  of  Lane's  brigade  (seventh,  eighteenth  and  thirty-third  North 
Carolina)  steadily  continued  to  battle  against  overwhelming  numbers, 
and  the  attack  was  checked  by  well  directed  volleys  from  the  thirty- 
third  regiment,  Colonel  Avery.     General  Thomas,  responding  to  the 
call  of  General  Lane,  rapidly  threw  forward  his  brigade  of  Georgians, 
by  the  flank,  and  deploying   by  successive  formations,  squarely   m3t 
the  enemy,  charged  them,  and,  joined  by  the  seventh  and  part  of  the 
eighteenth  North  Carolina,  drove  them  back,  with  tremendous  loss,  to 
their  original  position.     Jn  the  meantime,  the  main  column  of  aUack 
htid  wedged  in  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Lane,  encountered  Archer's 
left,  and,  attacked  in  flank  and   rear,    the   fourteenth  •  Tennebne«  and 
uineteenth  Georgia  were  compelled  to  give  back.     General  Archer,  ob 
serving  the  threatening  condition  of  affairs  on  his  left,  very  promptly 
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detached  the  fifth  Alabama  battalion,  holding  his  line  with  the  brave 
first  Tennessee,  under  the  gallant  Turnejr,  and  this  movement,  rapidly 
executed,  and  assisted  by  two  regiments  of  Brockenbrough,  (forty- 
reventh  Virginia  and  twenty-second  Virginia  battalion,)  was  attended 
Nvith  signal  success.  The  advancing  columna  of  the  enemy  had  also 
encountered  an  obstacle  in  the  military  road  which  they  little  ex 
pected — Gregg's  brigade  of  South  Carolinians  stood  in  the  way. 
Taken  somewhat  by  surprise,  Orr's  rifles  were  thrown  into  confusion, 
mistaking  the  advancing  enemy  for  our  own  troops  faUing  back.  It 
was  at  this  moment  that  Brigadier  General  Maxcy  Gregg — himself 
fearful  of  harming  our  friends — fell,  in  front  of  the  rifles,  mortally 
wounded.  A  more  chivalrous  gentleman  and  gallant  soldier  never 
adorned  the  service  which  he  so  loved.  One  company  of  the  rifles, 
Lieutenant  Charles,  and  the  four  remaining  regimeiits,  the  first, 
twelfth,  thirteenth  and  fourteenth,  stood  firm  as  on  parade  Colonel 
Hamilton,  now  in  command  of  the  brigade,  threw  back  the  right  wing 
of  his  regiment  and  opened  a  destructive  fire,  the  twelfth  faced  about, 
and  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth,  under  the  direction  of  Colonel 
McGowan,  faced  by  the  rear  rank,  changed  front  forward,  and  srood 
prepared  to  resist  any  attempt  to  sweep  down  my  rear.  The  combat 
was  short,  sharp  and  decisive.  The  rattling  musketry  and  charging 
yell  of  the  fifth  Alabama  battalion,  the  forty-seventh  Virginia  regi 
ment  and  twenty-second  Virginia  battalion,  and  the  withering  firo  from 
Hamilton's  regiment,  right  in  their  faces,  was  more  than  Yankee 
firmness  could  stand.  In  addition  to  this,  that  gallant  old  warrior, 
General  Early,  to  whom  I  had  sent,  requesting  that  ho  w<»uld  move 
down  to  my  support,  came  crashing  through  the  wood*  at  the  double- 
quick. 

The  enemy,  completely  broken,  fled  in  confusion.  The  two  regi 
ments  of  Brcckenbrough's  brigade,  Archer,  with  the  first  T.-nnessee 
and  fifth  Alabama  battalion,  and  Early's  troops,  chased  them  across 
the  railroad  and  back  to  their  reserves.  In  this  backward  movement 
of  theirs,  my  artillery  again  inflicted  heavy  loss  upon  them  On  the 
extreme  left  of  my  line,  held  by  the  North  Carolina  brigade  of  General 
Fender,  (thirteenth,  sixteenth,  twenty-second,  thirty-fourth  and  thir 
ty-eighth,)  the  enemy  made  several  threatening  attempts  to  advance, 
but  were  invariably  repulsed  by  the  well-directed  fire  from  Davidson's 
and  Latimer's  guns.  From  the  nature  of  the  ground  occupied  by 
Fender's  brigade,  and  the  entire  absence  of  all  protection  against 
artillery,  his  brigade  received  the  greater  part  of  the  terrible  tire 
directed  at  Davidson  and  Latimer,  and  suffered  severely.  General 
Fender  was  himself  wounded,  and  his  aid,  Lieutenant  Sheppard, 
killed,  whilst  gallantly  rallying  a  portion  of  the  eighteenth  regiment 
of  Lane's  brigade.  During  the  temporary  absence  of  General  Pen- 
der,  the  command  of  the  brigade  devolved  upon  Colonel  Scales,  of  the 
thirteenth.  The  two  batteries  suffered  much  by  the  fire  of  a  heavy 
line  of  skirmishers.  Colonel  Scales  directed  Major  Cole,  of  the 
twenty-second  North  Carolina,  to  dislodge  them,  which  was  hand 
somely  done.  The  sixteenth,  Colonel  McElroy,  which  had  beea 
thrown  out  as  a  support  to  Latimer's  battery,  became  pretty  hotly 
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engaged  with  a,  brigade  of  the  enemy  which  had  advanced  up  Deep 
Run  under  cover.,  and,  assisted  by  two  North  Carolina  regiments  e* 
Law's  brigade,  Hood's  division,  drove  them  back.  The  enemy  hav 
ing  thus  been  repulsed  at  all  points,  my  brigades  remained  in  thek* 
original  positions,  save  General  Thomas',  (fourteenth,  thirty-fifth, 
forty- fifth  and  forty-ninth  Georgia,)  which  was  not  recalled  from  th^ 
position  it  had  so  gallantly  won  in  the  frontline,  and  General  Archer, 
who,  being  out  of  ammunition,  was  relieved  by  Colonel  Koke,  c:' 
Earl/s  division.  About  dusk  I  received  an  order  from  the  Lieuten 
ant  General  to  advance  my  whole  line  and  drive  the  enemy.  This 
order  was,  however,  countermanded  while  preparations  were  bein:.1; 
made  to  carry  it  out.  During  the  night  my  divisio'n  was  relieved 
from  the  front  by  the  divisions  of  Generals  Early  and  Tali;jferro. 
When  the  fight  was  hottest,  General  Taliaferro  very  promptly  re 
sponded  to  my  call,  and  moved  down  his  division  to  within  easy  sup 
porting  distance  of  my  left.  I  cannot  close  this  report  withou: 
calling  the  attention  of  the  Lieutenant  General  to  the  admirable 
manner  ia  which  the  troops  of  this  division  behaved  under  that  most 
trying  of  all  things  to  the  soldier,  viz  :  inaction  under  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery".  The  absence  of  all  straggling  was  remarkable,  and  is 
entitled  to  high  commendation.  The  conscripts  showed  themselves 
desirous  of  being  thought  worthy  comrades  of  our  veteran  soldiere. 
In  this,  aa  in  all  previous  battles>  iny  thanks  are  eminently  due  t?» 
the  brigade  commanders  for  their  hearty  co-operation,  the  coolness 
and  skill  with  which  they  have  handled  their  troops.  General  Pen- 
der,  though  wounded,  resumed  the  command  of  his  brigade  aa  soon  as 
his  wound  was  dressed. 

Amongst  the  field  officers  wounded  are  Colonels  Turney,  Barber, 
Purdie ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  George,  first  Tennessee  ;  Majors  Yande- 
graif,  iNonon,  Lee,  Neill  and  Buchanan.  The  three  field  officers  and 
senior  captain  (Turney)  of  the  first  Tennessee  were  struck  down 
General  Pender  mentions  especially  First  Lieutenant  S.  S.  Kirklanc 
and  Mr.  jonn  Young,  volunteer  aid-de-camp.  General  Archer  wae 
efficiently  served  by  Lieutenants  Lenwion  and  Thomas.  Genera": 
Lane  speaks  of  the  good  conduct  of  Captain  Hawks  and  Lieutenan: 
Lane,  A.  D.  C.  And  General  Thomas,  that  when  all  did  so  we}l  he 
cannot  say  more.  Captain  Alexander  Haskell,  assistant  adjutant 
general  to  the  lamented  Gregg,  wag  severely  wounded,  but  refused  to 
leave  the  held,  until,  fainting  from  exhaustion  and  loss  of  blood,  he  was 
carried  off.  Captain  Alston,  of  the  first  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
also  deserves  special  mention;  he,  having  been  severely  wounded, 
after  being  dressed  at  the  hospital,  returned  to  the  field  in  spite  ot 
the  remonstrance  of  the  surgeon.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker,  as 
sisted  by  Lieutenant  Charnberlaine,  directed  the  fire  from  his  guns 
with  admirable  coolness  and  precision.  Pegrarn,  as  usual,  with 
Mclntosh  to  help  him,  managed  to  find  the  hottest  place,  though 
perhaps  Davidson  might  have  been  willing  to  exchange  positions  with 
them. 

I  had  forgotten  to  mention  that  at  half-past  three  o'clock  my  batte- 
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ries  on  the  right,  except  one.  section  of  Pegram's,  were  relieved  by 
the  corps  of  Colonel  Brown. 

The  chief  surgeon  of  the  division,  Dr.  Powell,  by  his  system  and 
order  and  untiring  personal  attention,  secured  more  comfort  to  tho 
wounded  than  has  been  usual.  By  ten  o'clock  the  next  day  his  hospital 
had  been  cleared  of  all  those  who  could  be  moved,  and,  with  their  wounds 
dressed,  were  on  their  way  to  Richmond.  II  s  acknowledges  valuable 
assistance  from  the  Richmond  committee. 

The  members  of  my  staff,  Major  Morgan,  assistant  adjutant  gen 
eral ;  Captain  Wmgall,  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  general; 
Captain  Hill,  nid-de  camp ;  Major  Palmer,  first  Virginia  regiment, 
Captain  Adams,  signal  officer,  and  Captain  Gordon,  volunteer  aid-de 
camp,  (whose  horse  was  killed,)  were  active  and  zealous  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties.  Captain  Howard,  my  engineer  officer,  was  particu 
larly  efficient  in  strengthening  my  lines.  Captain  Stanard,  ordnance 
officer,  raatfe  efficient  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  ammunition,  and 
fought  with  his  guns.  Captain  Braxton,  though  sick,  appeared  on 
the  field.  Sergeant  Tucker,  chief  of  couriers,  was,  as  usual,  always 
by  my  side,  active  and  fearless. 

The  loss  in  the  light  division  is: 

Officers— Killed,  16  ;  wounded  119.  Enlisted  men— Killed,  215  ; 
wounded,  1,355.  Missing — Officer^,  11;  enlisted  men,  406.  To 
tal,  2,085. 

I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  command 
ing  officers  of  brigades. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.   P.  HILL, 
Mnjor  General  commanding  Light  Division. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER   GENERAL    TALIAFfiRRO,  COM 
MANDING  JACKSON'S  DIVISION. 

HEADQUARTERS  JACKSON'S  DIVISION,      > 
Camp  near  Moss  Nec/c^  December  2*.  Ib62.  ) 

Captain  A.  S.  PENDLETON, 

Assistant  adjutant  General: 

CAPTAIN  :  In  coijformity  with  the  order  of  the  Lieutenant  General 
con. mantling,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  thia 
division,  on  the  I3;haml  14ih  instants,  before  Frederieksburg : 

On  ihe  morning  of  the  12th,  I  inarched  from  Guineas  Station  to 
Hamilton's  Crossing,  at  which  place  I  found  the  division  of  Major 
General  A.  P.  Hill  posted  in  order  of  battle  from  the  crossing,  on  the 
right,  to  Bernard's  quarters,  on  the  left.  I  took  position  on  the  rail 
road,  to  his  right;  but  was  subsequently  ordered  to  move  my  com 
mand  to  the  rear  of  the  left  of  his  line.  I  posted  Paxton's  and 
Starke's  brigades  in  rear  of  Gregg's  and  Thomas',  of  Hill's  division, 
and  held  Taliaferro's  and  Jones'  l^igades  in  reserve.  In  the  evening 
1  ordered  Colonel  Warren,  commanding  Taliaferro's  brigade,  to  the 
rear  of  Hamilton's  house,  to  support  the  artillery  posted  on  the  hill 
in  front.  Upon  the  arrival  of  Early's  division  next  morning,  this 
brigade  was  withdrawn  and  ic-occupied  its  old  position.  General 
Early's  line  connected  with  mine  on  the  right.  My  artillery  was 
held  at  the  crossing  on  the  Mine  road,  to  the  left  of  the  division.  I 
reported  to  General  A.  P.  Hill  my  dispositions  in  his  rear,  afld 
informed  him  that  1  had  ordered  the  brigade  and  battery  commanders 
to  recognize  any  demands  for  support,  if  pressing,  without  the  inter 
vention  of  immediate  superiors. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  the  batteries  of  Captains  Wood 
ing  and  Carpenter,  the  latter  commanded  by  Lieutenant  McKendree, 
were  posted  in  the  field,  across  the  railroad,  to  the  right  of  Bernard's 
quarters,  and  the  Lee  battery,  Lieutenant  Siatham*  and  two  pieces  of 
Lusk's  battery  on  the  hill  to  the  left.  The  other  pieces  of  "these  bat 
teries  operated  on  the  extreme  right. 

The  enemy  advanced  about  nine  o'clock,  when  our  batteries  opened 
a  destructive  fire  upon  them,  causing  them  to  waver  and  break;  but 
they  again  advanced,  concentrating  so  heavy  a  fire  of  artillery  upon 
the  position  that  it  became  necessary  to  retire  the  batteries  behind 
the  railroad,  in  rear  of  the  quarters,  after  two  hours  action.  The 
infantry  of  the  division,  during  this  time,  were  subjected  to  the  shells 
of  the  enemy,  but  advanced  to  the  military  road,  to  be  in  easy  sup 
port  of  General  Hill's  line,  with  perfect  steadiness  and  enthusiasm. 
General  Paxton,  finding  that  our  trocps  were  giving  back  to  the  right 
of  Gregg's  brigade,  and  the  enemy  advancing  beyond  the  front  line, 
through  a  gap,  which  fronted  a  boggy  wood,  supposed  to  be  iuajces- 
to  the  enemy,  moved  hia  brigade  to  the  right,  and  engaged,  with 
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two  of  his  regiments,  the  enemy,  who  had  penetrated  to  the  military 
road,  but  who  wire  retiring  by  the  time  he  reached  that  point.  He 
then  pushed  forward  to  the  front,  and  occupied,  for  the  rest  of  the 
day,  the  front  line  at  that  place.  The  other  brigades  were  held  in 
position  in  rear  of  the  military  road  until  the  morning  of  the  14th, 
when  I  relieved  General  A.  P.  Hill's  troops  in  the  front;  Starke's 
brigade  relieving  General  Fender's  on  the  left;  Jones',  Taliaferro's 
and  Paxton's  occupying  the  railroad,  and  connecting  with  General 
Karly's  troops  on  the  right.  At  daybreak  the  enemy  made  a  slight 
demonstration  on  my  1  >ft,  their  skirmishers  advancing  nearly  to  the 
railroad  cut,  but  they  were  instantly  driven  back.  I  thought  it  advi 
sable  to  change  the  position  of  JStarke's  brigade,  which  had  relieved 
Fender's,  arid  extend  my  Icfc  on  the  railroad.  This  was  ordered  and' 
accomplished,  but  [  subsequently  with  irevv  part  of  that  brigade  and 
held  it  in  positi ->n  to  command  the  rising  ground  near  Bernard's 
quarters  *  The  skirmishing,  in  the  early  part  of  the. day,  was  quits 
brisk  und  animated  along  the  whole  line,  but  ceased  about  midday.  I 
had  given  positive  orders  to  waste  no  -ammunition,  and  to  fire  only 
when  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers  rendered  it  necessary. 
I  am  satisfied  the  men  fired  with  deliberation  and  considerable  effect. 
1  had  a  battery  masked  behind  Bernard's  house,  and  some  of  my  pieces 
to  the  left  co-operated  with  those  of  General  Flood. 

At  five  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  the  15th.  I  was  relieved  by  General  D. 
H.  Hill,  and  moved  my  command  back  to  the  Mine  road. 

I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  officers  and  men  behaved  admirably, 
displaying  coolness  and  courage  under  fire,  and  changing  positions 
with  »ut  any  disorder  or  confusion. 

I  would  particularly  mention  Brigadier  General*  Jones  and  Paxton, 
Colonel  Warren,  (tenth  Virginia,)  commanding  Taliaferro's  brig-d-a, 
and  Ooldne]  Pendleton,  (fifteenth  Louisiana.)  commanding  Starke's  bri 
gade.  whoVe  reports  are  herewith  forwarded,  and  who  make  especial 
mention  01  some  of  their  officers,  amoug  them  most  particularly  is 
Lieutenant  Colcnel  Gardner,  fourth  Virginia  inlantry,  who  was  se 
verely  wounded 

I  cannot  too  highly  mention  the  gallantry  of  Captain  Brockenbrough,. 
chief  of  artillery;  and   <  f  Captain    Wooding   and   Lieutenant   Jones, 
Wooding's  battery,  and  Lieutenant  Larabie,  Carpenter's   battery,   all; 
of  whom  were  severely  wounded;   and  of  Captain  Caskie,  Lieutenants^ 
McKendree,  lluntun.  St-ithatn,  Early  and  Donald 

It  is  with  great  pain  I  have  to  add  that  the  division  has  to  deplore 
the  loss  of  one  of  its  most  gullant  officers  of  artillery,  Lieutenant 
Barton,  and  two  gallant  officers  of  the  twenty-first  Virginia  regiment, 
Captain  Ames  and  Lieutenant  ISweop,  who  fell  nobly  discharging  their 
<!uty. 

1  take  occasion,  in  conclusion,  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  he 
officers  of  my  staff,  Captain  W.  T.  Taliaferro,  assistant  adjutant  gene-. 
ral,  Captain  Moore,  inspector  general,  and  Major  T.  S.  Taliaferro,. 
volunteer  aid-de-camp,  and  to  call  attention  to  the  excellent  arrange-, 
mems  made  for  the  comfort  of  the  wounded  by  Surgeon  ColemaBj. 
medical  director  of  division. 
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I  enclose  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  amounting  to  one  hundred 
and  ninety. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

lrour  obedient  servant,* 

W.  B.  TALIAFERRO, 
Brigadier  General,  commanding  Jackson's  Division. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER   GENERAL  EARLY,  COMMAND: 

ING  DIVISION. 


HEADQUARTERS  E WELL'S  DIVISION, 
t  December  27,  1862. 

Captain  A.  S.  PENDLETON, 

A.  A.  General  Second  Corps,  A.  N.  V. : 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  division  in  the  action  of  the  13th  instant,  near 
iJredericksburg : 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Lieutenant  General  command 
ing  the  second  corps,  I  marched  the  division,  on  the  night  of  the 
12th  instant,  to  the  vicinity  of  Hamilton's  Crossing,  on  the  Richmond, 
Frcdericksburg  and  Potomac  railroad,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 
Z-irly  next  morning,  in  accordance  with  like  orders,  I  moved  to  the 
crossing  and  posted  the  division,  nearly  at  right  angles  with  the  rail 
road,  along  the  direct  road,  which  here  crosses  the  railroad,  with  my 
right  resting  on  the  latter,  so  as  to  support  the  right  of  Major  Gene 
ral  A.  P.'  Hill's  division,  which  occupied  the  front  line.  Hays' 
brigade  was  placed  on  the  right,  with  Trimble's  brigade,  under  com- 

,  ncl  of  Colonel  R.  F.  Hoke,  of  the  twenty-first  North  Carolina  rc- 
;i.lment,  immediately  in  rear  of  it.  To  the  left  of  Hays'  was  Lawton's 
brigade,  under  command  of  Col.  E.  N.  Atkinson,  of  the  twenty-sixth 
Georgia  regiment;  and  to  the  left  of  the  latter  was  my  own  brigade, 
under  command  of  Colonel  J.  A.  Walker,  of  the  thirteenth  Virginia 
regiment.  The  batteries  of  the  division,  under  charge  of  Captain  J. 

.  Latimer,  who  was  detailed  to  act  as  chief  of  artillery  for  the  occa 
sion,  in  consequence  of  Captain  William  D.  Browri  (who  was  pre 
viously  acting  in  that  capacity)  having  been  disabled  by  an  accident, 
were  directed  to  be  parked,  under  cover,  in  the  rear,  until  wanted. 
As  the  division  moved  into  position,  the  artillery  fire  commenced  from 
the  enemy's  batteries,  though  not  at  first  directed  towards  the  place 
occupied  by  the  division.  After  a  short  interval,  however,  shells  be- 
_MU  to  fall  in  the  yicinity,  and  for  two  or  three  hours  the  division  was 
-•xposed  to  quite  a  severe  cannonade,  and  suffered,  to  some  extent,, 
from  the  shells  and  other  missiles  which  passed  through  the  woods  in 
front. 

About  or  a  little  after  noon,  the  infantry  fire  having  commenced  in 
front  and  becoming  quite  animated,  a  messenger  from  Brigadier  Gen 
eral  Archer,  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  came  to  the  rear,  stating 
that  General  Archer  was  pressed  and  wished  reinforcements.  Just  at 
this  moment  I  received  an  order  from  the  Lieutenant  General  com 
manding  the  corps,  through  one  of  his  staff  officers,  to  hold  my  divis 
ion  in  readiness  to  move  to  the  right  of  the  railroad  as  the  enemy  was 
making  a  demonstration  in  that  direction.  This  caused  me  to  hesitate- 
a  moment  about  sending  a  brigade  forward,  but  I  directed  Colonel 
Atkinson  to  get  ready  to  advance  with  his  brigade,  and  the  order  had 
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hardly  been  given  before  an  officer  of  artillery  came  galloping  to  the 
rear  with  the  information  th.at  an  interval  (an  awful  gulf,  as  he  desig 
nated  it)  had  been  left  iu  our  front  line  on  the  left  of  General 
Archer's  brigade,  through  which  the  enemy  were  penetrating  with  a 
havy  column,  thus  endangering  Archer's  brigade  and  all  our  batteriea 
on  the  right.  I  immediately  ordered  Colonel  Atkinson  to  move 
forward  with  his  brigade,  (Lawtonte,)  as  I  was  informed  the  interval 
was  in  front  of  it.  This  order  was  promptly  complied  with,  and  the 
brigade,  with  the  exception  of  one  regiment,  (the  thirteenth  Georgia,) 
moved  forward  in  fin-e  style,  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  encountered  the 
enemy  in  the  woods  on  the  hill  immediately  in  rear  of  a  point  at 
which  the  railroad  passes  through  a  small  neck  of  swampy  woods, 
which  position  he  had  reached  almost  without  opposition,  thus  greatly 
endangering  our  right,  as,  in  a  few  minutes,  Archer's  and  Field's 
brigades,  with  our  batteries  on  the  right,  would  have  been  surrounded 
and  the  enemy  have  obtained  a  lodgment  fiom  which  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  drive  him.  Lawton's  brigade,  without  hesitating,  at 
once  dashed  upon  the  enemy  with  the  cheering  peculiar  to  the  Con 
federate  soldier,  and  which  is  never  mistaken  for  the  studied  hurrahs  of 
the  Yankees,  and  drove  the  column  opposed  to  it  down  the  hill,  across 
the  railroad  and  out  into  the  open  plain,  advancing  so  far  and  with 
such  ardor  as  to  cause  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  to  be  abandoned. 
This  brigade  was,  however,  compelled  to  fall  back  from  this  point  by 
the  approach  of  a  large  column  on  its  right  flank,  which  proved  to  be 
Birhey's  division  of  Stoneman's  corps  and  Hooker's  grand  division. 
In  a  very  few  moments  after  ordering  the  advance  of  Lawton's  brig- 
ade,  I  also  ordered  Colonel  Walker  forward  with  my  own  brigade,  as 
I  was  informed  Lawton's  brigade  would  not  cover  the  interval  in  the 
line.  This  order  was  executed  in  double-quick  time,  aniTWalker  en 
countered  the  enemy  in  the  woods  to  the  left  of  the  place  at  which 
Lawton's  brigade  encountered  one  coloumn,  another  having  turned 
General  Lane's  rrght  flank  and  his  biigade  having  given  way  in  con 
sequence.  This  column  was  quickly  driven  out  of  the  woods  by 
Walker,  across  the  railroad  and  into  the  plain  beyond,  but,  perceiving 
still  another  column  crossing  the  railroad  to  his  left  and  entering  the 
woods,  he  withdrew  the  brigade  back  to  the  railroad  and  took  position 
on  it,  detaching,  at  the  same  time,  the  thirteenth  Georgia  regiment, 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ten  ill,  to  attack  the  last-named  column  of 
the  enemy  on  the  flank.  About  the  same  time  General  Thomas,  of 
General  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  with  his  brigade,  attacked  this  column 
in  frcnt,  and,  under  the  two  fires,  it  was  driven  back,  with  considera 
ble  slaughter.  As  soon  as  Lawton's  and  my  own  brigades  were  or 
dered  forward,  I  directed  Colonel  Hoke  to  move  with  his  brigade 
(Trimble's)  to  the  left  of  Hays,  on  the  same  line,  but  he  had  hardly 
got  into  position  before  I  received  information  that  Archer's  brigade 
was  giving  way,  and  I  ordered  Hoke  to  advance  to  his  support, 
obliquing  to  the  right.  This  was  done  in  gallant  style,  and  Hoko 
found  ihe  enemy  in  possession  of  the  trench  which  had  been  occupied 
by  General  Archer's  brigade,  on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  in  the  woods 
in  rear  of  it.  Hoke  attacked  the  enemy  vigorously  and  drove  him 
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from  the  woods  and  trench  to  the  railroad  in  front,  in  which  there 
were  reserves.  He  followed  up  his  attack  and  dr.ove  the  enemy  from 
the  railroad,  which  was  a  strong  position,  some  distance  in  front, 
capturing  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners  and  afterwards  secuftng 
several  hundred  stands  of  arms.  He  advanced  his  brigade  to  a  fence 
some  distance  in  front  ^f  the  rail ro-id,  but  perceiving  his  danger  of 
being  flanked  by  the  enemy,  who  had  brought  up-large  fresh  columns, 
I  sent  an  order  to  him  to  fail  back  to  tho  original  line,  which  order,  . 
however,  he  anticipated  by  retiring. in  good  order,  leaving  two  regi 
ments  and  a  battalion  on  the  railroad,  and  occupying  the  trench  ca 
the  crest  of  the  hill  with  the  two  other  regiments  and  the  thirteenth 
Georgia  regiment,  which  latter  having  failed  to  accompany  its 
brigade  on  account  of  -a  misapprehension  of  its  Colonel,  had  been 
ordered  forward  with  Hoke's  brigade,  and  got  up  iu  time  to  occupy 
the  trench,  but  not  to  participate  in  the  charge. 

Just  as  I  had  ordered  Colonel  Hoke  forward,  I  received  a  message 
from  Lieutenant  General  Jackson  to  advance  to  the  front  with  the 
whole  division,  and  I  thereupon  ordered  General  Hays  to  advance 
in  rear  of  Colonel  Hoke  with  his  brigade,  which  movement  was 
promptly  executed;  the  enemy,  who  had  discontinued  his  artillery  fire 
while  his  infantry  was  advancing  on  the  hill,  having  reopened  his 
batteries,  so  that  this  brigade  was  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  while  ad 
vancing. 

This  brigade  did  not  engage  in  the  infantry  fight  because,  by  the 
time  it  reached  the  front  line,  the  enemy  had  been  effectually  repulsed. 
The  movements  of  the  three  brigades  which  were  engaged  are  neces 
sarily  described  separately,  because  they  engaged  three  separate  bodies 
of  the  enemy.  They  were,  however,  moved  forward  in  rapid  succes 
sion  in  the  order  stated,  and  were  in  fact  all  engaged  at  the  same  time, 
though  commencing  their  several  engagements  at  different  times  in 
the  same  order  in  which  they  advanced.  The  railroad  makes  a  circle 
in  passing  from  tho  right  of  our  position  around  to  the  left,  so  that 
Lawton's  brigade  in  passing  to  the  front,  with  Walker's  and  Hoke's 
respectively  on  the  left  and  right  of  it,  was  thrown  into  the  apex  of 
an  angle,  and  having  the  start  of  them  both,  it  was  necessarily  thrown 
farther  forward  than  either  of  the  others  when  it  crossed  the  railroad 
and  advanced  into  the  plain.  This  exposed  its  flanks,  and  heuce  it 
was  that  this  brigade  was  compelled  to  fall  back  as  before  staged, 
which,  however,  it  did  not  do  until  its  commander,  Colonel  Atkinson, 
and  Capt  E.  P.  Lawton,  the  assistant  adjutant  general,  were  both  disa 
bled  by  wounds,  and  its  ammunitionwas  almost  entirely  exhausted.  See* 
ing  this  brigade  falling  back,  1  halted  it  on  the  hill  in  the  woods  immedi 
ately  in  rear  of  the  place  at  which  it  had  first  met  the  enemy,  and 
caused  it  to  be  reformed  under  the  command  of  Colonel  C.  A.  Evans, 
of  the  thirty-first  Georgia  regiment,  and,  fearing  that  the  enemy  might 
follow  through  the  same  interval  with  a  frenh  column,  I  sent  to  Gen 
eral  D.  H.  Hill  for  reinforcements,  and  he  s&nt  two  brigades  forward. 
Before,  however,  they  arrived,  Brigadier  General  Paxton,  of  General 
Taliaferro's  division,  had  filled  the  interval  left  open  by  the  falling 
back  of  this  brigade,  by  promptly  moving  his  own  brigade  into  it.  I 
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then  sent  Lawton's  brigade  to  the  rear  to  replenish  its  ammunition. 
Being  posted  at  first  in  the  second  line,  I  did  not  have  any  immediate 
use  for  the  batteries  of  the  division,  and  therefore,  after  placing  them 
under  the  charge  of  Captain  Latimer,  as  stated,  I  requested  Colonel 
Crutchfield,  chief  of  artillery  for  the  corps,  to  make  such  use  of 
them  as  the  emergencies  of  the  day  might  require.  In  a  short  time 
he  detached  two  batteries  to  a  position  on  thg  lift  of  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill's 
line  :  these  were  Captain  Latimer'sown  battery  and  Capt.  Brown's  bat 
tery,  both  being  under  charge  of  Captain  Latimer,  who  accompanied' 
them.  These,  batteries  did  not  operate  in  my  view,  but  I  am  informed 
that  they  did  excellent  service,  Captain  Latimer  having  repulsed  the 
enemy  with  canister  after  a  regiment  of  infantry  sent  to  support  him 
had  retired.  Captain  D'Aquin'fl  and  Captain  Garber's  batteries  were 
also  detached  to  the  right  of  the  railroad  and  placed  under  charge  of 
General  Stuart's  chief  of  artillery,  Major  Pelhani,  and  likewise  did 
excellent  service,  as  I 'am  informed.  Late  in  the  evening,  Captain 
Carrington,  with  his  battery,  relieved  the  two  which  had  been  sent  to 
the  left,  under  Captain  Latiumer,  and  next  morning  did  good  service. 

On  the  next  day,  Captain  Dement,  with  his  battery,  was  placed  in 
position  on  the  hill  on  the  right  occupied  by  the  butteries  the  day  be 
fore,  but  did  not  become  engaged. 

About  sundown,  on  the  13th,  I  saw  General  D.  IT.  Hill's  division 
moving  to  the  front,  and  was  informed  by  one  of  his  Brigadier  Gen 
erals  that  the  whole  line  was  ordered  to  advance,  and  that  his  divis 
ion  was  ordered  to  fallow.  This  was  the  first  intimation  I  had  of.it, 
as  no  such  order  had  been  given  me.  In  a  few  moments,  however, 
Lieutenant  Morrison,  aid-de-camp,  rode  up  MIR!  informed  me  that  Gen 
eral  Jackson's  orders  were  that  1  should  hold  myself  in  readiness  to 
advance  ;  and  immediately  afterwards  one  of  my  own  staif  officers 
rod:  up  and  stated  that  General  Jackson  wished  me  to  take  command 
of  the  whole  troops  on  the  right  and  advance,  r  eg  u  la  Ling  the  distance 
by  the  effect  produced  on  the  enemy  by  our  artillery.  This  was  ra 
ther  embarrassing  to  me,  as  my  brigade  had  become  separated  in  the 
positions  assumed  by  them  after  repulsing  the  enemy,  and  a  part  of 
the  troops  on  the  light  consisted  of  parts  of  two  brigades  of  Maj.  Gen. 
A.  P.  Hill's  division.  I  rode  immediately  to  where  Colonel  IToke 
was  posted  and  met  General  Jackson  himself,  from  whom  I  received 
the  order  in  person  to  advance,  supporting  the  artillery  whiclrhe  w-aa 
about  sending  forward.  I  gave  the  order  to  Colonel  Iloke  and  Gen 
eral  Hays  accordingly,  and  some  pieces  of  artillery  having  been  ad 
vanced  a  short  distance  to  the  front,  Colonel  Hoke  advanced  with  a 
part  of  his  command  to  the  railroad,  a  portion  being  already  there. 
The  enemy  immediately  opened  a  terrible  artillery  fire,  and,  it  becom 
ing  quite  dark,  our  own  artillery  was  withdrawn  and  the  movement 
countermanded.  In  a  short  time  afterwards,  1  received  notice  from 
General  Jackson,  through  one  of  my  staff  officers,  that  as  soon  as 
Gen.  A.  P.  Hill's  troops  took  position  in  front,  I  would  move  my  own 
back  and  rnnke them  comfortable, getting  provisions  for  them.  No  troops, 
however,  of  Gen.  Hill,  came  to  relieve  me,  and  Walker,  Hoke  and  ILiys, 
with  their  brigades,  remained  during  the  uight  in  the  same  positions 
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in  which  they  were  at  the  close  of  the  fight.  During  the  night,  I  re 
ceived  an  order,  through  Lieutenant  Smith,  aid-de-camp,  directing 
that  General  Talinferro  would  relieve  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division 
on  the  front  line,  beginning  on  the  lefc  and  relieving  to  the  extent  of 
his  troops,  and  that  1  would  supply  the  deficiency.  I  was  already 
occupying  the  front  line  with  three  brigades. 

Early  next  morning*Walker  was  relieved  by  General  Paxton's  bri 
gade,  and  I  then  placed  Hays'  brigade  in  the  position  which  Paxton 
had  left,  and  placed  one  regiment  in  front  on  the  railroad,  so  as  to 
make  a  continuous  line  on  that  road.  Hoke  was  left  in  the  same  po 
sition;  Lawton's  brigade  was  placed  on  the  right  of  Hoke,  and 
Walker  was  moved  to  the  right  and  placed  in  the  rear  of  Iloke's  and 
Lnwtori's  brigades,  so  as  to  support  either  of  them  in  case  of  need, 
or  be  thrown  upon  the  right  flank,  as  occasion  might  require. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  the  division  was  relieved  by  the  divis 
ion  of  General  D.  H.  Hill  and  'moved  to  the  rear,  in  reserve,  there 
having  been  no  renewal  of  the  enemy's  attack  on  the  Mth.'  Having 
received  orders  to  occupy  the  second  line  on  the  16th,  as  I  was  pro 
ceeding  to  do  so,  I  was  ordered  to  move  to  the  vicinity  of  Port  Royal., 
and  moved  accordingly. 

I  cannot  too  warmly  express  my  admiration  of  the  conduct  of  the 
troops  of  this  division  on  the  1 3th.  The  absence  of  straggling  or 
skulking,  to  any  considerable  extent,  was  a  gratifying  fact.  Officers 
and  men,  generally,  behaved  admirably,.  To  Brigadier  General  Hays 
and  Colonels  Walker,  Atkinson  and  Hoke  credit  is  due  for  having 
promptly  obeyed  my  orders  and  managed  their  respective  commands 
with  coolness,  courage  and  intelligence  ;  and  the  same  meed  of  praise 
is  due  Colonel  Evan's,  who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  Lawton's 
brigade  after  Colonel  Atkinson  was  wounded.  Captain  E.  P.  Law- 
ton,  assistant  adjutant  general  of  Lawton's  brigade,  displayed  great 
courage  and  energy,  and  I  call  especial  attention  to  the  remarks  of 
Colonel  Evans  in  regard  to  him.  I  reget  very  much  that  Captain 
Lawton  was  so  seriously  wounded  in  the  advanced  position  to  which 
iiis  brigade  went  as  not  to  be  in  a  condition  to  be  brought  off  when 
the  brigade  retired,  and  he  consequently  fell  into  the  hands  of  tho 
enemy,  as  did  also  Colonel  Atkinson.  It  will  be  observed  that  Law- 
ton's  brigade  was  compelled  to  fall  back,  but  in  dcing  so  it  lost  no 
credit,  for  it  was  impossible  for  this  brigade  to  withstand  the  heavy 
column  brought  against  it. 

To  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  M.  Jones,  inspector  general  ;  Major  S. 
Hale,  acting  assistant  adjutant  general ;  Major  J.  P.  Wilson,  and 
Mr.  H.  Heaton,  volunteer  aids,  and  Optain  L  Marye,  of  the  artil 
lery,  and  Captain  William  E.  Randolph,  of  E  well's  body-guard,  all  of 
whom  accompanied  me  on  the  field,  credit  is  due  for  the  coolness, 
couiage  and  intelligence  with  which  they  lent  me  their  aid  and  bore 
my  orders.  To  Captain  Latimer  is  due  the  credit  of  having  performed 
all  the  duties  of  his  position  efficiently  and  intelligently,  and  of  hav 
ing  displayed  great  gallantry  under  fire.  This  young  officer  is  one  of 
great  promise  and  deserves  promotion.  £he  failure  to  mention  other 
officers  is  not  intended  to  exclude  them  from  the  commendation  be- 


474 

stowed  on  those  mentioned,  but  it  is  impracticable  to  mention,  all 
that  are  deserving  of  praise.  I  feel  it  incumbent  on  rne  to  state 
that  to  Brigadier  General  Archer,  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division, 
is  due  the  credit  of  having  held  the  enemy  in  check  with  a  small  por 
tion  of  his  men,  after  his  flank  and  rear  had  been  gained,  until  rein 
forcements  arrived,  and  that,  with  what  of  his  brigade  was  left,  he  ac 
companied  Colonel  Hoke  in  his  charge  across  the  railroad.  But  for 
the  gallant  stand  made  by  General  Archer,  the  enemy  would  have 
gained  an  advantage  which  it  would  have  required  a  greater  sacrifice 
of  life  to  wrest  from  him  than  was  made.  The  reports  of  brigade 
commanders,  and  also  of  Captain  Larimer,  acting  chief  of  artillery, 
are  herewith  submitted.  A  fist  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing  has 
been  heretofore  forwarded,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total 
killed  was  one  hundred  and  two;  total  wounded,  seven  hundred  and 
twenty  six;  total  missing,  one  hundred  and  five.  Most  of  the 
wounded  are  but  slightly  injured,  and  about  fifty  of  the  missing,  being 
entirely  from  Law  ton's  brigade,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the 
greater  part  being  in  all  probability  wounded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  EARLY, 
Brigadier  General  commanding  Division, 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PENDLETON. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY' CORPS,  A.  K.  V.,      ^ 
Camp  Near  Chesterfield  Station,  R,  &  F.  R.  R.,  Caroline  (Jo.,  Va.,  \ 

March   12,   1863.      ) 

General  R.  E.  LEE,  commanding  : 

GENERAL:  Constant  pressure  of  duty  since  the  battle  of  Freder- 
icksburg  has  prevented  an  earlier  report  of  the  part  which  then 
'devolved  upon  the  reserve  artillery,  and  upon  the  undersigned  as  its 
commander  and  as  supervisor  of  the  ^artiilery  service  in  this  army. 
Such  report  the  undersigned  has  now  the  honor  to  submit,  as  proper 
in  itself,  and  as  part  of  the  history  of  important  transactions.  While 
the  army  remained  in  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  after  returning 
from  Maryland,  the  undersigned  was  diligently  engaged  in  reorganiz 
ing  the  artillery  and  in  directing  adequate  forage  arrangements.  On. 
November  1st,  v,ith  the.  reserve  artillery  and  ordnance  trains,  he 
took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Culpeper  Court- House,  and  on  the 
evening  of  the  4th  encamped  near  that  place.  On  the  14th,  a*  the 
request  of  the  commanding  General,  he  sent  Lane's  battery  to  co 
operate  with  General  Stuart  in  an  attack  upon  a  body  of  the  enemy 
near  Warrenton  Springs.  And  on  the  17th,  the  same  battery  of 
superior  guns  was  despatched,  as  requested,  towards  Frederieksburg. 
to  co-operate  under  direction  of  General  McLaws.  On  the  19th. 
orders  to  that  effect  having  been  received,  the  undersigned  marched, 
with  the  reserve  artillery  and  ordnance  train,  towards  Fredericksburg. 
taking  a  circuitous  route,  (southeasterly,)  for  the  sake  of  forage.  0?; 
Sunday,  the  23d,  he  arrived  with  the  trains,  reported  at  general 
headquarters,  and  located  camps  as  directed.  The  next  morning,  as 
requested  by  the  commanding  General,  he  proceeded  to  the  front  for 
the  purpose  of  observing  the  dispositions  of  the  enemy  and  examining 
the  ground,  with  a  view  to  the  best  positions  for  works  and  batteries. 
The'eneray  was  conspicuously  in  force,  and  often  within  easy  range 
from  above  Falmouth  to  a  point  a  mile  or  more  below  Fredericksburg. 
They  had  batteries  in  position,  and  were,  in  a  few  places,  beginning 
earthworks.  On  our  own  line  a  few  hurried  works  were  in  progress. 
Lane's  battery  was  already  well  posted  on  the  heights  overhanging 
the  river-bend  above  Falmouth,  and  ^forming  our  extreme  left. 
Epaulments  had  been  th'rown  up,  but  they  needed  much  additioLal 
work.  Lewis'  and  Grandy's  batteries,  recently  called  from  Richmond 
to  aid  in  repelling  the  enemy,  were  also  in  position  on  the  lower 
plateau,  about  half  a  mile  to  the  right  of  Lane,  and  nearer  the  town. 
Those  needed  for  their  protection  much  additional  labor.  These  ob 
servations,  and  a  cursory  survey  of  the  general  line  between  the 
river  above  Falmouth  and  the  telegraph  road — in  company  with  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel  Brown,  then  on  duty  with  the  undersigned  ;  with 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Alexander,  whose  encampment  was  visited,  and 
with  Captain  Johnston,  engineer,  met  with  on  the  field — occupied  the 
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entire  day,  the  distance  being  considerable,  and  the  points  of  im 
portance  numerous.  The  next  day,  November  25th,  after  detailing 
Captain  Ross  to  proceed  with  his  battery  to  a  point  on  the  river  three 
or  four  miles  below,  to  be  indicated  by  a  member  of  the  commanding 
General's  staff? where  gunboats  might  be  effectually  repelled,  the  un 
designed  again  visited  the  front,  to  study  the  ground  with  reference 
nlike  to  its  own  features  and  to  the  appaijent  designs  of  the  enemy. 
In  the  evening,  he  also  visited  the  admirable  position  on  the  river 
bank  selected  for  Ross"  battery.  Major  Nelson  and  the  captains  of 
the  reserve  batteries  were  next  requested  to  accompany  the  under 
signed  along  the  line,  that  they  also  might  become  familiar  with 
routes  and  positions.  On  the  28th,  the  commanding  General  having* 
requested  that  another  rifle  battery  should^tbe  placed  eight  or  ten 
miles  lower  down  the  river,  towards  repelling  gunboats,  the  under 
signed  took  Captain  Milledge's  battery  of  light  rifles  to  a  commanding 
bluff  just  below  Skinker's  mill.  Here  the  battery  was  left,  with  one 
of  General  Stuart's,  under  charge  of  Major  Pelham,  with  whom,  mov 
ing  frotl  point  to  point  as  gunboats  threatened,  it  remained  more  than 
ten  days.  On  the  29th,  Lieutenant  Anderson,  of  Ells'  battery,  near 
Richmond,  reported  .the  arrival  of  men  and  horses  with  two  thirty- 
pouwier  Parrott  guns,  which,  on  recommendation  of  the  undersigned, 
the  commanding  General  h;id  ordered  up  to  the  lines.  Measures 
were  promptly  taken  to  have  thorn  tested,  and  to  fit  them  in  all  re 
spects  for  service.  December  1st,  the  undersignod  was  diligently 
engaged  in  examining  again  the  whole  line  with  reference  to  the  best 
positions  for  these  two  large  guns,  facility  of  ingress  and  egress 
being  important  for  thvm,  as  well  as  extensive  command  of  the  field. 
The  points  selected  were  reported  to  the  commanding  General,  with 
reasons  for  the  choice,  and,  on  his  approval,  the  sites  were  next  day 
pointed  out,  working  parties  engaged,  clearings  commenced,  &c.  The 
work  on  the  rijht  and  back  of  Mr.  Howison's  house  was  directed, 
with  his  accustomed  intelligence  and  energy,  by  the  since  lamented 
General  Thomas" R.  It.  Cobb — that  on  the  eminence  further  to  the 
left,  and  near  the  telegraph  road,  was  staked  off  and  directed  by  the 
undersigned.  This  point,  densely  wooded  when  first  chosen,  became 
the  most  important,  perhaps,  in  the  entire  scene,  as  the  position 
affording  the  best  view  of  all  the  field,  and  therefore  principally  occu 
pied  by  the  commanding  General  and  other  chief  officers  during  the 
battle.  In  such  duties,  and  in  designating  with  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Alexander,  acting  chief  of  artillery  first  corps,  the  various  batteries 
to  occupy  assigned  positions,  the  undersigned  was  engaged  till  the 
evening  of  December  llth.  This  evening  Major  Nelson,  who  had 
closely  reconnoitred  during  the  day,  reported  to  him  indications  of  an 
approaching  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  He  also  received 
a  reliable  intimation  of  intelligence  said  to  have  been  sent  to  General 
Stuart  by  a  friend  across  the  river,  that  the  enemy  had  orders  to  pre 
pare  rations  and  move  at  dawn  next  morning.  On  the  12th,  there 
fore,  signal  guns  just  before  dawn  were  only  what  the  undersigned 
anticipated.  A  few  minutes  after  them  he  sent  one  aid  to  the  front 
for  information,  and  another  to  the  commanding  General  to  ask  if  the 
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large  Parrotts  should  not  at  once  be  taken  into  position — the  possi 
bility  of  their  being  needed  elsewhere  having  caused  this  to  be  de 
layed.  It  being  now«approved,  they  were,  as  early  in  the  day  as 
practicable,  taken  to  the  works  prepared  for  them.  A  dense  fog  more 
than  half  the  day  concealed  the  enemy,  and  rendered  active  operations 
nearly  impossible.  The  morning  was  therefore  employed  by  us  in 
preparation,  adjusting  batteries  in  position,  &c.  Later  in  the  day,  as 
the  atmosphere  cleared  up,  it  was  known  that  the  enemy  had  con- 
pleted  a  bridge  across  the  river  near  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run.  Near  that 
$un,  in  the  river  road — suggested  a  judicious  staff  officer,  who  ha4  some 
days  before  ridden  over  the  ground — good  positions  might  be  chosen, 
which  ought  now  to  be  occupied  by  several  batteries.  To  test  this 
the  undersigned  proceeded  to  the  place,  accompanied  by  Majors  Nel 
son  and  Garnett.  The  locality  was  within  easy  range  of  the  bridge, 
and  was  of  course  more  or  less  under  fire  from  the  enemy's  lines 
across  the  river.  Examination  soon  satisfied  the  undersigned  that  the 
position  was  unsuitable,  because  effectually  commanded  by  the  ene 
my's  heavy  guns,  and  because  much  too  far  in  advance  of  the  sup 
porting  infantry  line.  In  this  view  the 'two  attending  officers  fully 
concurred;  and  when  the  case  was  submitted  to  the  commanding 
General,  his  judgment  sanctioned  the  conclusion  reached.  While  on 
this  tour  the  undersigned,  satisfied  that  under  existing  circumstances 
it  ought  to  be  done,  sent  an  aid  to  recall  Captain  Ross  with  his  bat 
tery  from  the  post  on  the  river,  which  he  had  so  long  and  laboriously 
Leld,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding  that  this  only  anticipated  a 
direction  to  the  precise  effect  from  the  commanding  ^General.  The 
four  long-range  guns  of  this  battery  w?ere  assigned  position,  under 
Major  Garnett,  on  the  heights  near  the  right  of  McLaws'  division. 
Saturday,  1 3th,  heavy  firing  began  early  ;  and  Patterson's  six -pounder 
battery,  with  Ross'  short-range  section,  having  been  assigned,  under 
Major  T.  Jefferson  Page,  to  General  Hood's  front,  the  undersigned 
hastened  with  Kirkpatrick's  and  Massie's  batteries,  under  Major 
Nelson,  to  the  heights  cear  the  telegraph  road,  commanding  Marye's 
Hill,  with  the  view  to  sweeping  that  plateau  in  case  it  should  be  ulti 
mately  gained  by  the  enemy.  The  two  large  guns  were  then  visited 
by  him,  that  on  the  right  having  been  commit^d  to  the  direction  of 
Captain  Barnwell,  that  on  the  left  to  the  command  of  Captain  G.  W. 
Nelson.  Directions  being  left  for  the  management  of  tkese,  he  pro 
ceeded  to  the  other  batteries  along  the  heights,  and  attended  to  the 
best  adjustment  of  all  the  guns. 

These  duties  having  been  discharged,  and  the  furious  fire  of  the 
enemy  observed  for  some  time,  as  well  as  the  fog  would  permit,  from 
the  site  of  the  left-hand  large  gun,  the  undersigned  rode  to  the  left 
of  the  line,  for  the  purpose  o.t  determining  whether  Lane's  heavy 
guns  were  likely  to  be  of  more  service  there  or  elsewhere.  Under 
cover  of  the  fog,  he  was  enabled  to -pass  near  the  works  on  Marye's 
Hill,  occupied  by  the  Louisiana  Washington  artillery,  and  those 
further  to  the  left,  occupied  by  Maurin's  and  other  batteries,  so  as  to 
observe  that  all  were  ready.  Captain  Rhett's  battery  of  heavy  guns 
•was  visited,  posted  on  the  heights  back  of  Marye's  Hill,  and  near  the 
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plank  road,  for  the  purpose,  also,  of  sweeping  that  plateau,  if  possibly 
gained  by  the  enemy.  Thence  passing  on  towards  the  left,  the  un 
dersigned  observed  the  several  batteries -of  Alexander's  battalion  and 
some  of  those  with  Anderson's  division,  a  portion  in  position  behind 
epaulinents,  others  in  reserve  under  cover  of  the  hills.  By  the  time 
*e  reached  Lane's  battery,  on  the  left,  distant  objects  could  be  dis 
tinguished.  And  from  the  concentration  jof  fire  there,  as  well  as 
from  the  character  of  the  ground  and  the  apparent  dispositions  of  tho 
enemy,  it  seemed  clear  to  Colonel  Alexander,  who  rode  thither  with 
the  undersigned,  and  to  himself,  that  those  guns  ought  not  then  to  be 
removed  from  a  point  of  ,e.uch  importance.  Contingent  provision 
was,  however,  made  for  supplying,  by  pieces  of  less  power,  the  places 
t-f  the  Whitworth  and  larger  rifles,  in  case  greater  need  for  these 
elsewhere  should  occur.  The  fog  was  now  disappearing,  aud  the 
tiring  becoming  severe  all  along  the  line,  so  that  shells  were  passing 
and  exploding  in  considerable  numbers  about  the  undersigned  and 
cort-.tin  members  of  his  staff  on  the  route  returning  to  the  central 
point  of  observation.  Here  he  remained  until  some  *time  after  dark, 
watching  the  struggle  near  and  remote,  occasionally  directing  the  fire 
of  the  large  gun,  arid  from  time  to  time  receiving  instructions  from 
the  commanding  General  concerning  movements  of  batteries  and  other 
arrangements.  This  large  Parrott  having  been  used  some  hours  with 
terrible  effect  upon  the  enemy,  especially  when,  driven  back  by  an 
intolerable  fire  from  Marye's  Hill,  they  crowded  into  the  deep  railroad 
cut,  which  it  enfiladed,  burst  about  the  thirty-ninth  discharge. 
Although  manjj  persons  were  standing  near,  among  them  the  com 
manding  General  and  Lieutenant  General  Longstreet,  and,  perhaps 
within  ten  feet,  the  undersigned,  by  a  remarkable  providence,  the  ex 
plosion  was  entirely  harmless.  Not  a  single  individual  received  from 
it  so  much  as  a  scratch.  A  small  Parrott  was  immediately  substi 
tuted,  anQ  orders  were  sent  by  an  aid  for  Lane's  Whitworth  to  be 
removed  to  this  point  as  speedily  as  possible.  But  before  it  arrived 
darkness  had  closed  upon  the  scene  ;  the  enemy's  last  feeble  attempt, 
made  after  dark,  had  failed,  and  the  tumult  of  battle  settled  into,  the 
ptillness  of  death. 

Although  the  enerr^  had  been  thus  far  successfully  repelled,  alike 
on  the  right  and  left,  it  was  confidently  expected  that  a  more  serious 
attack  would  be  made  next  morning  ;  accordingly,  measures  were 
taken  to  meet  it  effectually.  On  request  from  GencVal  Jackson  fur 
additional  guns  to  strengthen  his  extreme  right,  Milledge's  battery 
of  li^ht  rifles,  which  had  that  evening  arrived  from  below,  was  or 
dered  to  report  at  dawn  next  morning  to  Major  Pelham,  who  had 
charge  of  one  or  two  batteries  on  the  right.  And  at  the  request  of 
General  McLaws,  who  wished  to  detect  and  frustrate  any  effort  of 
working  parties  of  the  enemy  near  our  lines  next  the  town,  tho  un- 
iiersigricd  caused  to  be  prepared  at  tie  ordnance  workshop,  and  con 
ducted  to  the  batteries  on  Marye  e  Hill,  some  incendiary  shells,  to  be 
iik*«i<l,  if  found  necessary,  in  firing  vcrtaiu  buildings  suitably  situated 
s>o  as  to  illuminate  the  scene  and  reveal  any  works  in  course  of  con 
struction.  Thid  proved  superiiuous.  Nothing  being  attempted  by 


479 

ihe  enemy,  the  shells  were  not  used.  These  duties  necessarily  occu 
pied  the  undersigned  till  late,  and  required  the  active  services  of 
members  of  his  staff  during  most  of  the  night. 

Sunday  morning,  the  1 1th,  the  decisive  battle  was  expected. 
Accordingly,  at  an  early  hour  th-3  front  was  sought  by  the  under 
signed,  as  by  others.  The  same  dense  fog  prevailed  as  on  previous 
mornings.  Tho  enemy  Laving  been  so  destructively  repelled  from 
Marye's  Hill  on  the  day  before,  would  not  again  essay  that  point,  it 
was  supposed,  but  concentrate  upon  the  centre  and  right.  And  more 
effectually  to  frustrate  anything  like  an  attempt  by  surprise,  under 
*c<:ver  of  the  fog,  to  carry  the  heights  occupied  by  the  Whitworth  and 
the  remaining  large  Parrott,  the  short-range  guns  of  Major  Nelson's 
battalion  were  adjusted  to  sweep  the  approaches  to  those  heights,  arid 
officers  and  men  were  kept  on  the  alert  at  all  the  batteries.  '.Nothing, 
however,  occurred^  except  desultory  firing.  As  the  fog  cleared  up, 
the  enemy  appeared  in  fail  array  along  and  near  the  river  road,  but 
comparatively  inactive,  as  if,  in  some  sort,  respecting  the  Christian 
Sabbath.  To  watch  their  movements  and  counteract  them  by  occa 
sional  shots,  &c.,  was  the  course  adopted  on  our  part  As  the  day 
progressed  circumstances  seemed  to  indicate  a  purpose  by  the  enemy 
to  throw  a  heavy  force  against  and  beyond  our  right  flank,  and  the 
more  adequately  to  meet  the  request  of  General  Jackson  the  day 
before  for  stronger  artillery  there,  the  undersigned  obtained  the  com 
manding  General's  sanction  to  the  transfer  of  Lane's  battery,  save 
the  Whitworth,  from  the  extreme  left  to  the  extreme  right.  It  was 
accordingly  sent  for,  and  marched  several  miles  of  the  distance  that 
night.  On  Monday,  the.  1 5th,  the  undersigned,  supposing  the  still  §jc- 
pected  attack  would  be  mainly  directed  against  our  right,  pr  §  ecded 
thither  for  the  purpose  of  posting  Lane's  battery  and  rendering  other 
service.  Having  traversed  the  entire  front  between  the  left  and  right 
of  General  Jackson's  corps,  without  meeting  that  commander,  who 
had  ridden,  he  was  told,  with  the  commanding  General,  the  under 
signed  consulted  other  Generals  there  in  command  respecting  posi 
tions  to  be  occupied — especially  General  Stuart,  whom  he  met  at  the 
defences  on  the  hill  near  where  the  railroad  emerges  from  the  wood 
about  Hamilton's  Crossing.  Having  thus  learned  the  localities*  in 
that  quarter,  he  rode  with  Major. PeJham  and  Captain  Lane  to  select 
the  best  positions  for  Lane's  guns. 

Thus  the  morning  passed,  and  the  expected  advance  of  the  enemy 
remained  unattempted.  There  was  no  serious  movement,  nor  any- 
thiijg  except  distant  and  desultory  firing.  *  Nothing  being  likely  to 
transpire,  and  all  arrangements  being  made,  the  undersigned  returned 
to  the  centre  and  learned  that  the  other  large  Parrott  had  burst* 
at  about  the  fifty-fourth  discharge,  providentially,  again,  doing  no 
damage. 

On  Tuesday,  the  16th,  calling  early  at  general  headquarters,  the 
undersigned  learned  that  information  had  been  brought  of  some  mys 
terious  movement  of  the  enemy,  and.  hastening  to  the  front,  he  saw, 
with  astonishment,  their  immense  trains  and  vast  masses  collected  on 
the  opposite  aide  of  the  river.  Under  cover  of  night,  the  mon-trous 
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assailing  host  had  stolen  away  to  escape  destruction.  Nothing  re 
mained  but  to  watch  the  discomfited  multitude,  and  disturb  their 
movements  by  an  occasional  shot  from  a  long-range  gun.  A  few  of 
their  most  powerful  pieces  responded  from  time*  to  time  with  shells 
well  directed  towards  our  post  of  observation,  but  doing  no  harm 
whatever. 

The  contest  was  over,  and  the  campaign  tirtually  closed.  In  tHe 
eventful  conflict  thus  terminated  all  :he  batteries  of  the  general  re 
serve,  as  well  as  those  of  the  two  army  corps,  were  posted  on  the 
lines,  and  though  not  called,  by  the  enemy's  mode  of  attack,  to  bear  the 
brunt  of  close  and  concentrated  action,  they  were  all  more  or  less, 
and  some  quite  severely,  under  fire.  Lane's  and  Ross',  as  of  the  besu 
guns,  were  most  in  requisition  and  rendered  most  service.  Mi.lledge's 
were  useful  on  the  river,  and  with  Major  Pelharn  in  his  successful 
dash  upon  the  enemy  when  menacing  our  right  flank.  Patterson's, 
with  a  section  of  Ross',  under  Major  T.  Jefferson  Page,  shared  the 
defence  of  General  Hood's  front.  And  Kirkpatrick's  and  Massie's. 
under  Major  Nelson,  rendered  more  secure  the  defences  of  Marye's 
Hill  and  the  heights  occupied  by  the  large  guns,  and  received  a  full 
share  of  the  missiles  hurled  at  the  latter.  No  serious  casualty  was 
experienced  among  them. 

Officers  and  men  all  behaved  well,  and  were  ready,  promptly  and 
patiently,  to  discharge  whatever  duty  might  be  presented.  Captains 
Nelson  and  Barnwell,  and,  under  them,  the  two  lieutenants  and  the 
men  of  Ell's  battery,  at  the  large  Parrotts,  well  performed  their  part. 
And  the  several  members  of  my  staff  are  entitled  to  honorable  men 
tion  for  the  zeal,  energy  and  fortitude  with  which  they  passed  through 
much  danger,  and  performed,  by  night  and  by  day,  much  labor. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  would  record,  as  right  and  proper, 
an  expression  of  gratitude  for  the  divine  guidance  and  guardianship 
under  which  these  duties  were  discharged,  and  especially  that  so 
much  was  achieved  by  the  army  and.  its  leaders,  with  so  little  to 
regret,  and  a  loss  so  much  less  than  usual  to  lament.  He  has  the 
honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier  General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


REPORT  OF   BRIGADIER  GENERAL  W1LCOX. 

HEADQUARTERS  WILCOX'S  BRIGADE,  > 
December  24,  lbG2.      > 

Major  THOMAS  S.  MILLS, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

SIR  :  I  beg  to  submit  herewith  a  brief  report  of  the  part  borne  by 
ray  brigade  in  the  battle  at  Fredericksburg,  on  the  13th  instant ; 

Since  the  arrival  of  the  division  in  the  vicinity  of  Fredericksburg, 
on  the  23d  ultimo,  the  brigade  has  been  on  the  left  of  the  division, 
and  the  extreme  left  of  the  army.  And  from  that  time  till  within 
a  few  days  of  the  battle  nothing  of  interest  occurred,  my  command 
being  occupied  only  in  constructing,  in  part,  one  or  two  batteries  on 
our  front  and  picketing  on  the  canal  in  front  of  the  house  of  Dr. 
Taylor,  and  thence  on  the  Rappahannock  above,  some  three-fourths  of 
a  mile.  The  enemy's  camps  were  visible  on  the  far  side  of  the  Rappa 
hannock  upon  our  arrival,  and  increased  perceptibly  for  several  days 
afterwards. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  enemy  were  seen  to  be  engaged  in  con 
structing  batteries  at  various  points  on  the  heights  beyond  the  river, 
and  immediately  on  its  banks ;  new  batteries  daily  appeared,  till  at 
length  extending  from  a  point  a  mile  above  Falmouth,  at  convenient 
intervals,  they  reached  Fredericksburg,  and  thence  even  down  the 
river  some  three  or  four  miles.  On  a  great  part  of  this  line  there 
were  two  tiers  of  batteries,  one  on  the  first  bank  of  the  river,  and  th.e 
other  on  heights  commanding  a  level  plateau  in  rear  of  this  bank. 
Most  of  the  guns  of  these  various  batteries  could  be  made  to  bear 
both  upon  the  city  of  Fredericksburg  and  on  our  batteries  that  crowned 
the  heights  on  this  side  -of  the  Rappahannock.  The  lines  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  following  the  inflections  of  the  river,  enabled  them, 
to  dispose  of  their  pieces  so  as  to  enfilade  most  of  the  streets  of  th.3 
town ;  even  those  at  right  angles  were  alike  exposed. 

The  two  armies  continued  thus  confronting  each  other  on  the  oppo 
site  banks  of  the  river,  each  constructing  batteries,  and  the  hostile 
pickets  in  full  view  and  in  close  proximity  ;  the  batteries  scarcely 
fired  a  gum,  and  the  pickets,  by  mutual  and  tacit  understanding,  re 
frained  entirely  from  the  use  of  their  rifles.  This  condition  of  aifairs 
continued  from  day  to  day,  till  at  length  each  party,  perhaps,  became 
impatient  from  delay  and  eager  for  the  fray. 

On  the  morning  of  the  IDth,  nothing  unusual  appeared  upon  my 
part  of  the  line  ;  the  enemy's  batteries  and  our  own  were  as  inactive 
as  before ;  the  pickets  were  neither  stronger  nor  weaker ;  the  day 
passed  off  quietly,  and  at  dark  there  was  nothing  to  indicate,  to  tb.e 
closest  observer  on  my  front,  that  the  enemy  was  preparing  for  or 
meditating  an  attack.  Nothing  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the 
night  to  give  warning  of  the  intended  attack;  but,  about«half  past 
four,  A.  M.,  our  signal  guns  were  fired,  upon  hearing  which,  a!! 
31 
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were  aroused  and  the  command  placed  under  arms.  Little  before  the 
dawn  of  day  musketry  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  and  in  Freder- 
icksburg,  and,  after  that,  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries  began. 
Repairing  to  the  front  of  my  line  of  pickets  before  it  was  dear  day, 
I  learned  that  there  was  none  of  the  enemy's  infantry  any  where 
visible. 

'the  enemy's  batteries  continued  to  fire. with  much  spirit,  and,  as 
far  as  I  could  see,  entirely  concentrated  upon  the  town  of  Fredericks- 
iuig.  Many  women  and  children,  in  great  fright,  with  husbands  and 
servants,  were  fleeing  from  their  homes  at  this  early  hour  to  e?cape 
the  enemy's  terrible  shells  and  cannon  balls.  Soon  after  it  was  clear 
•daylight,  1  moved  my  brigade  up  to  the  front  and  formed  it  in  line  of 
tattle,  un<*er  cover  of  the  forest,  and  near  the  edge  of  an  open  field, 
fronting  the  liver  and  the  town,  iny  left  resting  upon  the  river,  one 
bundled  and  fiity  yards  to  the  left  of  Dr.  Tailor's  house,  and  then 
extending  to  the  right  across  the  road,  on  the  right  of  Dr.  Taylor's, 
leading  into  town,  and  thence  along  the  base  of  the  hill  upon  which 
Lane's  batteiy,  to  the  rear,  was  placed,  crossed  a  deep  ravine,  and 
then  beaiing  j-lightly  to  the  rear  of  the  WLitworth  gun  of  Lane's  bat- 
tsry,  and  then  ciossing  another  ravine,  reached  to  Huger's  battery,  the 
right  of  my  line.  Four  regiments  occupied  this  line,  and  the  fifth 
WJ  s  held  in  rear  of  the  centre  of  this  line. 

General  Wright's  brigade  was  on  my  right  flank,  the  battery  of 
Captain  Lewis,  attached  to  th,e  brigade,  was  in  position  on  a  hill  oppo 
site  to  the  iord  between  Falmouth  and  Fredericksburg. 

The  brigade  remained  all  day  quiet  spectators  of  the  enemy's 
fiendish  and  furious  bombardment  of  Fredericksburg  ;  many  shots 
arid  shells  were  thrown  into  the  woods  occupied  by  my  men,  inflicting 
i)ut  a  trifling  loss,  killing  one  and  wounding  two  men  of  the  eleventh 
Alabama  regiment. 

In  the  afieinocm  it  was  known  that  the  enemy  had  succeeded  in  his 
efforts  to  throw  pontoon  bridges  over  the  river,  and  that,  both  in  the 
town  and  below,  several  bridges  were  being  used  by  them  for  crossing 
CNer  the  trccps.  Late  in  the  evening,  Captain  Lewis,  seeing  a  column 
of  the  enemy'e  infantry  advancing  to  cross  the  upper  pontoon  bridge, 
gave  the  order  to  his  batteiy  to  fire  upon  them,  this  was  instantly 
done,  and  with  such  effect  as  to  drive  over  half  of  it  back  undercover 
of  some  houses.  Later  in  the  evenirg,  the  battery  again  fired  upon 
artillery  and  cavalry  that  were  in  sight,  and  soon  drove  them  off  and 
out  of  view.  This  battery  had  orders  to  waste  no  ammunition,  and 
to  fire  only  when  damage  could  be  inflicted  upon  the  enemy.  The 
brigade  slept  under  arms  in  line  of  battle,  strong  pickets  being  thrown 
to  ihe  front.  The  artillerymen  remained  with  their  guns. 

During  Friday,  the  12th,  the  brigade  remained  under  arms  and  in 
position;  shot  and  shell  from  the  entniy's  batteries  fell  at  times  near 
them,  but  without  inflicting  any  loss,  Lewis'  battery,  at  various 
times  during  the  day,  fired  at  the  enemy's  batteries  while  crossing  the 
river.  About  three,  P.  M.,  a  column  of  infantry  (one  brigade)  came 
in  eighty  shot  and  shell  were  thrown  upon  the  head  of  this  column, 
causing  much  confusion  in  their  ranks,  and  forcing  them  to  change 
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their  course,  and  take  shelter  behind  houses.  Later  in  the  day,  the 
battery  tired  upon  cavalry  crossing  the  ford;  in  each  case  damage  was 
done  the  enemy,  as  his  ambulances  were  seen  to  leave  the  field  with 
wounded. 

Again  all  slept  under  arms,  (the  night  of  the  12th,)  with  strong 
pickets  in  our  front.  * 

The  early  morn  of  the  13th  was  dark,  and  much  obscured  by  a 
dense  fog;  at  length,  the  rising  sun  dissipating  the  mist,  about  eight, 
A.  M.,  musketry  was  heard  on  our  right;  this  fire  quickened,  and 
artillery  was  also  heard  in  the  same  direction.  The  rapidity  and  quan 
tity  of  the  musketry  fire  indicated  that  a  general  action  had  begun. 
The  firing,  at  length,  began  to  approach  nearer  us,  the  right  of  our 
left  wing  had  become  engaged,  and  the  firing  still  continued,  extend, 
ing  towards  our  lefc,  reaching  as  far  as  its  centre,  and  here  it  remained 
for  a  long  time,  approaching  no  nearer  our  position.  The  firing  had 
now  become  general;  musketry,  artillery,  and  the  bursting  of  sji^lls 
are  heard,  varying  at  times  in  quantity  and  rapidity,  but  without  any 
•entire  cessation  till  dark  ;  at  times  it  would  appear  to  be  more  intense 
far  to  our  right,  and,  then  again,  the  centre  and  the  left  centre 
would  seem  to  be  the  point  where  the  enemy  were  concentrating  their 
heaviest  forces  and  making  the  most  vigorous  efforts  to  force  our 
line.  More  artillery  appeared  to  be  used  on  this  day  than  I  had  ever 
known  before;  frequently,  during  the  continuance  of  this  battle,  I 
counted  as  many  as  fifty  shots  per  minute. 

During  this  long  and  intensely  exciting  day  my  brigade  remained 
in  line  of  battle,  ready  to  meet  any  advance  of  the  enemy  or  to  hasten 
to  any  point  of  the  line  that  might  need  support. 

The  battery  of  Captain  Lewis  lost  no  opportunity  of  firing  upon 
the  enemy's  infantry  and  cavalry  when  in  easy  range  ;  in  all,  it  fired 
four  hundred  rounds. 

The  brigade  lost,  to-day,  one  killed  and  eight  wounded.  Lewis' 
buttery,  one  killed  and  two  wounded. 

Although  the  brigade  lost  but  few  men  by  the  enemy's  artillery  and 
none  by  tae  musket,  it  would  seem  to  be  almost  incredible  that  the 
loss  should  have  been  so  inconsiderable,  for,  from  a  point  near  a  mile 
above  Falmouth  on  a  commanding  height,  there  was  a  six  gun  battery 
of  rifle  pieces  that  enfiladed  my  line  lower:  down  and  nearer,  on  the 
elope  of  this  hill,  was  a  second  battery  that  had  the  same  fire  upon 
them;  and  yet  nearer  and  immediately  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  a*j'l 
to  the  right  ofr  the  two  batteries  above  referred  to,  wa-j*another  ;  aid 
then  again,  on  a  very  commanding  hill,  in  rear  of  Falmouth,  near  t:-.e 
house  of  Miss  Scott,  was  a  battery  of  more  than  twenty  pieces  that 
bore  upon  us,  and  these  of  the  heaviest  rifle  pieces ;  and  down  tha 
river  were  one  or  two  other  batteries  that  could  throw  shot  and  shell 
far  beyond  our  Tne  ;  in  these  batteries,  there  could  not  have  been  less 
than  fifty  pieces  that  bore  upon  us. 

The  night  of  the  13th  we  were  under  arms,  like  the  two  previous 
nights,  strong  pickets  being  in  our  front.  During  the  night,  ou 
pickets  were  heard  to  fire  frequently  in  the  direction  of  Ffedericks- 
burg* 
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The  morning  of  the  14th  was  foggy,  and,  when  it  had  been  scat 
tered  by  the  rising  sun,  nothing  was  seen  of  the  enemy  in  our  front, 
save  his  distant  line  of  cavalry  videttes,  as  usual.  The  14th  passed 
off  quietly,  some  few  artillery  shots  during  the  day,  and  at  intervals 
a  little  firing  between  the  pickets.  The  night  of  the  14th  and  the; 
-lay  of  the  15th  passed  off  with  little  or  ng  firing.  The  night  of  the 
15th  was  dark,  windy  and  rainy,  and  the  morning  of  the  16th  foggy  , 
when  the  fog  disappeared  it  revealed  the  fact  that  the  enemy  had 
recrossed  the  river,  nothing  remaining  on  this  side  but  a  few  of  the 
wounded,  the  unburied  dead,  and  a  few  of  the  infantry  pickets,  whom 
they  had  failed  to  relieve;  these  delivered  themselves  up  to  my  com 
mand  as  prisoners. 

My  command  now  returned  to  their  camp,  having  been  under  arms 
since  the  morning  of  the  llth.  The  lists  of  casualties  having  been 
previously  forwarded,  it  will  suffice  in  this  report  to  state  that  the  Josp 
in  my  command  was  fifteen  killed  and  wounded  ;  of  this  number  three 
were  killed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  WILCOX, 
Brigadier  General  commanding,  fyc. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  FEATHERSTON. 

HEADQARTERS  FEATHERSTON'S  BRIGADE,  Dec.  22,  1862. 

THOMAS  S.  MILLS, 

Major  and  A.  A.  General : 

MAJOR  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  battle  before  Fredericksburg : 

About  five  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  Thursday  the  1 1th  instant,  at  the  firing 
c-f  the  signal  guns,  my  brigade  was  formed  and  marched  rapidly  from 
its  encampment  to  the  line  of  battle  previously  designated  for  Major 
General  Anderson's  division,  in  front  and  to  the  left  of  Fredericks- 
burg.  My  brigade  formed  the  right  of  Anderson's  division,  and  was 
posted  on  Thursday  morning  between  the  plank  road  and  Hazel  Run, 
in  front  of  the  town  and  some  distance  in  rear  of  the  Washington 
artillery.  Here  we  remained  during  that  day  and  night,  protected 
from  the  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy  by  a  continuous  range  of  hills  ia 
o  ur  front. 

On  Friday  morning,  my  brigade  was  moved  to  the  left  of  the  plank 
road,  and  our  first  position,  between  the  plank  road  and  Hazel  Run, 
occupied  by  General  Ransom's  division. 

During  Friday  and  Friday  night,  we  remained  in  position  on  the 
left  of  the  plank  road,  about  the  same  distance  in  rear  of  our  batte 
ries,  where  we  were  protected  by  the  same  continuous  range  of  hills, 
from  the  enemy's  artillery  fire.  About  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  Satur 
day,  we  were  ordered  to  advance  in  line  of  battle  farther  to  the  front, 
a,nd  halted  about  one  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  our  batteries,  on  the  loft 
of  the  plank  road,  extending  our  line  of  battle  up  the  river,  in  tha  di 
rection  of  the  Taylor  house.  Here  we  remained  during  the  day,  sub 
jected  to  a  very  heavy  converging  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery 
immediately  in  our  front,  and  extending  up  the  river  to  our  left.  My 
men  were  kept  lying  down  during  the  day  in  an  old  road,  protecting 
them  as  much  as  possible.  The  enemy's  batteries  immediately  in  front 
were  numerous  and  skillfully  served.  Their  batteries  on  our  left  com 
pletely  enfiladed  our  position,  which  they  did  not  fail  to  see,  and  of 
which  they  took  every  advantage  to  avail  themselves.  The  fire  of  the 
enemy's  artillery  could  not  have  been  more  rapid  or  galling  on  any 
part  of  the  line  than  that  which  was  brought  to  bear  on  our  position 
on  Saturday.  The  right  of  my  brigade  was  also  within  range  of  the 
ire  of  the  enemy's  small  arms.  My  orders  were  to  hold  this  position  in 
support  of  the  batteries  immediately  in  my  front,  and  to  advance  to 
the  batteries  when  the  enemy  advanced  with  small  arms  immediately 
ia  my  front.  There  was  no  considerable  advance  of  the  enemy's  small 
Arms  in  our  immediate  front  during  the  entire  engagement.  We  re 
mained  in  this  position  Saturday  night,  Sunday,  and  Sunday  night, 
Monday,  and  Monday  night.  At  a  late  hour  on  Sunday  night,  I  wa» 
advised  by  General'Ransom  that  one  of  his  brigade,  would  be  with 
drawn  and  sent  across  Hazel  Run,  down  the  river,  by  order  of  Lieu 
tenant  General  Longstreet.  I  then  threw  forward  to  the  rock  fence 
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on  the  right  of  the  plank  road,  the  sixteenth  Mississippi  regiment^ 
and  five  companies  of  the  forty-sixth  Mississippi  regiment,  (formerly 
the  second  battalion,)  to  fill  the  place  vacated  by  some  of  the  troope 
•withdrawn,  and  to  form  a  continuous  line  of  battle.  These  troops,  to 
•wit :  the  sixteenth  Mississippi  and  five  companies  of  the  forty-sixth 
Mississippi,  Sunday  night.  Monday,  and  Monday  night,  remained  in 
that  position,  declining  on  Monday  night  to  be  relieved  by  other  regi 
ments  of  my  brigade. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  after  the  fact  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy 
had  recrossed  the  river,  the  troops  were  withdrawn,  except  the  twelfth 
Mississippi  regiment,  which  was  left  on  picket  in  front.  During  tko 
engagement  of  Saturday,  the  casualties  in  my  brigade  were  forty-two 
killed  and  wounded,  and  one  oh  Monday.  Among  the  number,  I  re 
gret  to  enumerate  the  loss  of  two  valuable  officers,  Major  Lee,  of  the 
forty-sixth,  and  Captain  Fulkinson,  of  the  sixteenth  regiment,  both 
seriously,  but,  it  is  believed,  not  dangerously  wounded.  The  small 
list  &f  casualties,  under  so  heavy  a  converging  fire  from  the  enemy's 
numerous  batteries,  can  only  be  accounted  for,  under  Providence,  by 
the  fact  that  the  men  were  kept  lying  down  closely  on  the  ground, 
taking  advantage  of  every  hill  and  crest  as  a  protection.  AJfull  return 
of  the  killed  and  wounded  has  already  been  transmitted  to  your  head 
quarters.  During  the  entire  engagement  of  five  days  and  nights, 
both  officers  and  men  manifested  great  patience  and  endurance,  under 
the  hardships  and  privations,  and  were  eager  to  the  last  for  a  contin 
uance  of  the  fight. 

The  officers  of  the  medical,  commissary  and  quartermaster's  de 
partments  were  prompt  and  efficient  in  discharging  the  duties  of  their 
several  departments.  In  the  absence  of  my  regular  staff  officers,  Cap 
tain  W.  R.  Barksdale,  assistant  adjutant  general,  and  Lieutenant  A. 
N.  Parker,  aid-de-camp,  (both  absent  on  sick  leave,)  I  feel  greatly 
indebted  to  my  volunteer  aids,  Captain  C.  H.  Fcatherston  and  Mr.  C. 
W.  Graves,  who  attended  me  during  the  entire  engagement,  and  who- 
were  ever  ready,  prompt  and  efficient  in  the  execution  of  all  orders,, 
upon  every  part  of  the  field. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  J.  FEATHERSTON, 

Brigadier  General  commandwg. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  KERSHAW. 


HEADQUARTERS  KERSHAW'S  BRIGADE,      ) 
Camp  near  Fredericksburg,  December  26,  1862.  > 

To  Major  J.  M.  GOGGIN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  ^General : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  operations  of 
my  command  daring  the  recent  engagement: 

On  the  morning  of  the  1  Hh  instant,  by  daylight,  the  brigade  was 
formed  in  line  of  battle  in  the  position  assigned  me,  the  right  resting 
at  the  left  of  Howison's  Hill,  and  the  left  near  Howison's"*Hill,  on 
Haz  1  Ran.  Ordered,  during  the  day,  to  reinforce  the  picket  of  Gen 
eral  Barksdale  at  Deep  Run,  the  fifteenth  regiment  South  Carolina, 
volunteers  (Colonel  DeSaussure)  was  sent,  but  found  the  bridge  at  that 
point  already  completed  and  perfectly  commanded  by  all  the  batteries 
on  the  other  side.  This  regiment  remained  on  picket  until  withdrawn 
to  its  former  position,  by  order  of  the  Major  General  commanding,  on 
Friday  morning,  after  a  night  of  such  intense  cold  as  to  cause  the  death  cf 
one  man  and  disable,  temporarily,  others.  With  this  exception,  the 
troops  were  kept  in  position,  strengthening  our  defences  nightly, 
without  any  incident  requiring  notice,  until  Saturday,  the  13th, 
About  one  o'clock  of  that  day,  I  was  directed  to  send  two  regiments 
into  the  city  to  the  support  of  General  Cobb,  then  eagaged  with  part 
of  his  brigade  at  the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill,  and,  having  called  for  re 
inforcements,  I  sent  "forward,  at  once,  Col.  John  D.  Kennedy,  with 
his  own  (second  regiment)  and  the  eighth  regiment  South  Carolina 
volunteers,  Colonel  E.  T.  Stackhouse  commanding.  Within  a  few 
minutes  after,  I  was  directed  to  take  my  entire  command  to  the  same 
point  and  assume  command  there.  I  had  just  moved  when  I  was  in 
formed  that  General  Cobb  was  wounded,  and  was  directed  by  Major 
General  McLaws  to  hasten  forward  in  person  immediately  and  take  com 
mand.  Leaving  my  staff  to  conduct  the  troops,  I  proceeded,  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  to  the  scene  of  action,  reaching  the  position  at  Stevens' 
house  at  the  moment  that  Colonel  Kennedy  arrived  with  the  second 
and  eighth  regiments,  just  in  time  to  meet  a  fresh  assault  of  the 
enemy.  The  position  was  excellent.  Marye's  Hill,  covered  with  our: 
batteries,  then  occupied  by  the  Washington  artillery,  Colonel  Walton* 
commanding,  falls  oif  abruptly  towards  Fredericksburg  to  a  stone 
wall,  which  forms  &  terrace  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  and  the  outer  mar 
gin  of  the  telegraph  road,  which  winds  along  the  foot  of  the  hill. 
The  road  is  about  some  twenty-five  feet  wide  and  is  faced  by  a  stone 
wall,  about  four  feet  high,  on  the  city  side.  The  road  having  been  cut 
out  of  the  side  of  the  hill,  (in  many  places,)  this  list  wall  is  not  visi 
ble  above  the  surface  of  the  ground.  The  ground  fills  off  rapidly  to 
almost  a  level  surface,  which  extends  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards; 
then,  with  another  abrupt  fall  of  a  few  feet,  to  another  plain,  which 
extends  some  two  hundred  yards,  and  then  falls  off  abruptly  into  & 


488 

wide  ravine,  which  extends  along  the  whole  front  of  the  city  and 
discharges  into  Hazel  Run.  I  found,  on  my  arrival,  that  Cobb's 
brigade,  Colonel  McMillan  commanding,  occupied  our  entire  front, 
and  my  troops  could  only  get  into  position  by  doubling  on  them. 
This  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  formation  along  most  of  the  line, 
during  the  engagement,  was  consequently /our  deep.  As  an  evidence 
of  the  coolness  of  the  command,  I  may  mention  here,  that,  notwith 
standing  that  their  fire  was  the  most  rapid  and  and  continuous  I  have 
ever  witnessed,  not  a  man  was  injured  by  the  fire  of  his  comrades. 
The  first  attack  being  repelled  at  a  quarter  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M., 
the  third  regiment,  Colonel  J.  D.  Nance,  and  seventh,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Bland,  came  into  position  on  the  hill  at  Marye's  house, 
with  Colonel  DeSaussure's  fifteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  volun 
teers  in  reserve  and  under  cover  of  the  cemetery.  James'  third 
South  Cai^plina  battalion,  (Lieutenant  Colonel  Rice  commanding,)  I 
left  in  position  at  Howison's  Mill,  to  protect  our  right  from  any  ad 
vance  of  the  enemy  up  Hazel  Run.  While  the  third  and  seventh  re 
giments  were  getting  into  position  another  fierce  attack  was  sustained, 
and  those  regiments,  especially  the  former,  suffered  severely.  Colonel 
J.  D.  Nance,  that  gallant  and  efficient  officer,  fell  at  the  head  of  his 
regiment,  severely  wounded  in  three  places.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Rutherford,  upon  whom  the  command  devolved,  was  almost  imme 
diately  shot  down,  dangerously  wounded,  as  also  was  Major  Moffat, 
the  next  in  command.  Captain  Todd,  the  senior  captain,  upon  as 
suming  command,  was  dangerously,  if  not  mortally,  wounded,  and  his 
successor,  Captain  Summer,  killed.  Notwithstandiug  these  unprece 
dented  casualties,  the  regiment,  without  hesitation  or  confusion,  gal 
lantly  held  their  position,  under  command  of  Capt.  John  H.  G.  Nance, 
assisted  by  my  aid-de-camp,  Lieutenant  A.  E.  l)oby,  and  in  every  at 
tack  repulsed  the  enemy  on  that  flank,  assisted  as  gallantly  by  the 
seventh  regiment,  immediately  on  their  right.  In  the  meantime,  line 
after  line  of  the  enemy  deployed  in  the  ravine  and  advanced  to  the 
attack,  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  fifteen  minutes,  until  half  past 
four  o'clock,  when  there  was  a  lull  of  about  a  half  hour,  during 
which  a  mass  of  artillery  was  placed  in  po?ition  in  front  of  the  town 
and  opened  upon  our  position.  At  this  time  I  brought  up  Colonel  De- 
Saussure's  regiment.  Our  batteries  on  the  hill  were  silent,  having 
exhausted  their  ammunition,  and  the  Washington  artillery  were  re 
lieved  by  a  part  of  Colonel  Alexander's  battalion.  LTnder  cover  of 
4his  artillery  fire,  the  most  formidable  column  of  attack  was  formed, 
which,  about  five  o'clock,  emerged  from  the  ravine,  and,  no  longer 
impeded  by  our  artillery,  impetuously  assailed  our  whole  front.  From 
this  time,  until  after  six  o'clock,  the  attack  was  continuous,  and  the 
fire  on  both  sides  terrific.  Some  few,  chiefly  officers,  got  within 
e*gnty  yards  of  our  lines,  but,  in  every  instance,  their  lines  were 
shattered  by  the  time  they  got  within  one  hundred  paces.  The  firing 
gradually  ceased,  and,  by  seven  o'clock,  our  pickets  were  established 
within  eighty  yards  of  those  of  the  enemy.  Our  chief  loss,  after 
getting  into  position  in  the  road,  was  from  the  fire  of  sharpshooters, 
vrho  occupied  some  buildings^on  my  left  flank  in  the  early,  part  of  the 
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regiment,  directing  a  continuous  fire  of  one  company  upon  the  build 
ings.  General  Cobb,  I  learn,' was  killed  by  a  shot  from  that  quarter. 
The  regiments  on  the  hill  suffered  most,  as  they  were  less  perfectly 
covered.  During  the  engagement,  Colonel  McMillan  was  reinforced 
by  the  arrival  of  the  sixteenth  Georgia  regiment,  and  a  brigade  of 
General  Ransom's  command  was  also  engaged ;  but  as  they  did  not 
report  to  me;  I  am  unable  to  give  any  particulars  in  regard  to  them. 
That  night  we  materially  strengthened  our  position,  and  I  more  per 
fectly  organized  and  arranged  my  command,  fully  expecting  the  at 
tack  to  be  renewed  the  next  day.  I  sent  the  third  regiment  in  reserve, 
in  consideration  of  their  heavy  loss.  At  daylight  in  the  morning,  the 
enemy  was  in  position,  lying  behind  the  first  declivity  in  front,  Jbut 
the  operations  on  both  side  were  confined  to  skirmishing  of  sharp 
shooters.  We  lost  but  one  man  during  that  day,  but  it  is  reported 
that  we  inflicted  a  loss  upon  the  enemy  (Syke's  division)  of  one  hun 
dred  and  fifty.  Monday  morning  discovered  the  pickets  of  the  enemy 
behind  rifle-pits,  constructed  during  the  night,  along  the  edge  of  the 
ravine.  From  this  position  they  were  nearly  all  driven  by  our  bat 
teries,  and  nothing  of  interest  occurred  during  the  day.  General 
Semmes  relieved  General  Cobb's  brigade  Monday  night.  Tuesday 
morning,  as  soon  as  the^iaze  lifted,  the  enemy's  pickets  being  no 
longer  visible,  I  sent  out  scouts  from  my  own  brigade  to  the  left,  and 
from  General  Semmes'  to  the  right.  The  former  soon* returned,  re 
porting  the  evacuation  of  the  town,  which  the  latter  soon  confirmed, 
with  the  additional  information  that  the  bridge  had  been  removed.  I 
sent  forward  two  companies,  one  from  each  brigade,  and  afterwards 
two  regiments,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Major  General  com 
manding,  to  occupy  the  town.  A  number-of  prisoners  and  a  quantity 
of  arms,  ammunition,  etc.,  were  taken,  the  particulars  of  which  have 
already  been  imparted.  During  these  operations  I  was  ably  and  gal 
lantly  assisted  by  Captain  Holmes,  A.  A.  GK,  and  Lieutenant  Doby, 
A.  D.  C.,  who  were  present  on  the  field,  in  the  active  discharge  of  their 
duties.  Lieut.  3.  A.  Myers,  ordnance  officer,  was  at  his  post  promptly 
replenishing  our  exhausted  ammunition.  Lieutenant  W.  M.  Dwight, 
A.  I.  G.,  was  disabled,  from  the  injuries  received  at  Maryland 
heights,  but  was  on  the  field  and  received  a  contusion  on  the  head 
from  a  shell.  Colonel  McMillan,  commanding  Cobb's  brigade,  ren 
dered  valuable  assistance,  and  when  offered  the  alternative  of  being 
relieved  Saturday  night,  gallantly  claimed  the  honor  of  remaining. 
All  the  regimental  field  ofiicers  and  company  commanders  are  entitled 
to  commendation  for  coolness  and  courage,  and  their  successful  efforts 
to  produce  a  deliberate  aiid  effective  fire,  under  the  most  trying  cir 
cumstances.  Beside  the  field  officers  already  mentioned  as  wounded, 
Major  F.  Gaillard,  second  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers,  was 
struck  in  the  face  before  he  got  into  position,  and  was  subsequently 
severely  wounded  while  conveying  directions,  at  my  request,  to  the 
regiments  in  the  rear.  For  particular  meniion  of  others  who  distin 
guished  themselves  in  the  engagement,  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
refer  to  the  reports  of  the  commanders  themselves,  herewith  submit- 
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ted.     Captain  G.   B.    Cuthbert's  company,  second   regiment   South 

Carolina  volunteers,  was  thrown  out  by  me  on  the  edge  of  Hazel 
Run,  on  the  18th,  in  an  exposed  position,  but  one  from  which  they 
coul'i  harass  the  enemy  on  their  left  flank.  They  held  the  position 
the  whole  day,  exhausting  their  ammunition  and  effectively  annoying 
th'e  enemy.  His  loss  was  considerable,  including  two  officers  severely 
wounded.  Captain  Read's  battery  was  posted  on  the  hill,  on  the 
right  of  my  lirst  position,  and  did  great  damage  to  the  advancing 
column  of  the  enemy.  They  fired  thirteen  rounds  of  ammunition, 
affording  excellent  practice  in  the  field.  I  will  here  remark  thrtit, 
during  the  engagement  on  Saturday,  my  command  fired  about  fifty- 
five  rounds  per  man.  A  large  red  and  white  battle  flag,  with  the 
figure  "  1  "  in  the  centre,  and  an  embroidered  guide  flag  of  the  sixty- 
ninth  New  York  regiment  are  the  trophies  taken  in  battle  by  my 
command,  and  have  already  been  forwarded  to  division  headquarters. 
I  append  herewith  a  recapitulation  of  the  losses  sustained  by  my 
brigade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  KER8HAW, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  WRIGHT. 

HEADQUARTERS  WRIGHT'S  BRIGADE,  ANDERSON'S  Divtr  ION,  > 
Camp  near  Fredericksburg,  December  24,   1862.      ) 

Major  THOMAS  S.  MILLS,  A.  A.   G.   Division  : 

MAJOR:  In  compliance  with  circular  issued  from  division  head- 
quarters  ou  December  20th,  I  herewith  transmit  a  report  of  the  par; 
taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  action  at  Fredericksburg.  At  early  dawn 
on  the  morning  of  the  1  Uh  instant,  my  brigade  was  put  under  arms 
and  marrhed  to  a  position  in  the  rear  of  our  redoubts  on  the  left  of 
the  plank  road,  and  there  formed  in  line  of  battle,  my  right  resting 
on  General  Mahone's  left,  and  my  left  upon  General  Wilcox's  right. 
In  this  position  we  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  ICth,  when, 
the  enemy  having  retired  across  the  river,  I  fell  back  to  my  former 
and  present  camp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1  Itb^  when  the  enemy  opened  his  batteries 
upon  the  town,  preparatory  to  crossing  the  river,  the  third  Georgia 
regiment  was  on  picket  duty  on  the  river,  at  the  upper  edge  of  the 
town.  This  regiment  retained  its  position  during  the  whole  day, 
subjected  to  a  most  galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries.  At  five 
o'clock,  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  I  received  a  communication  from 
Cclonel  E,  J  Walker,  commanding  the  regiment,  informing  me  that; 
the  enemy  had  effected  the  building  of  one  or  more  bridges  and  ha*J 
crossed  a  considerable  force  into  the  town  on  his  right,  compelling 
the  eighth  Florida  regiment,  which  was  on  picket  duty  immediately 
on  his  right,  to  fall  back,  and  that,  from  the  sound  of  musketry,  he 
was  led  to  believe  that  General  Barksdale's  brigade,  also  on  picket 
duty  in  the  town,  had  retired  to  our  line  of  battle,  and  enquiring 
what  he  (Colonel  Walker)  should  do.  I  immediately  sent  him  orders 
to  hold  his  position  at  all  hazards  until  morning,  and  if  then  he  should 
become  satisfied  that  General  Barksdale's  brigade  had  retired,  and  the 
enemy  should  show  an  imposing  force  on  this  side  of  the  river,  to 
fall  back  in  order  to  my  line,  destroying  the  bridges  over  the  canal. 
At  eight  o'clock  next  morning  Colonel  Walker  fefl  back  to  my  line, 
having  accomplished  the  complete  destruction  of  the  canal  bridges — 
General  Barksdale  having,  as  he  supposed  the  night  before,  previ 
ously  fallen  back  to  our  line  of  batteries.  Colonel  Walker's  loss, 
during  the  day's  bombardment,  was  one  man  killed  and  one  slightly 
wounded.  On  Friday  evening,  the  12th  instant,  the  second  Georgia 
battalion,  of  my  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Captain  C.  J.  Moffat, 
was  ordered  on  picket  duty  in  front  of  the  Stansbury  house,  where  it 
remained  until  Saturday  evening,  when  it  was  relieved  by  the  forty- 
eighth  Georgia  regiment,  Captain  Hall  commanding.  During  the 
fight  of  Saturday,  Captain  Moffat  lost  one  man  killed  and  one  wounded. 
No  other  casualties  occurred  in  my  command  during  the  action. 

While  the  officers  and  men  of  my  brigade  had  no  opportunity  to 
display  the  courage  and  gallantry  which  has  heretofore  marked  their 
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conduct  in  all  the  battles  in  which  they   have  ^een    engaged,  their 
patient  and  protracted  "lying  in  wait"  during   the    six    days   they 
were  under  arms,  exposed  to  the  rigors  of  the    severe   cold  weather 
and  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  has  given    me   increased  confi 
dence  in  their  character  as  veteran  soldiers,   who    are    alike   equal  to 
the  trials  of  actual  battle  and  of  waiting  under  the  enemy's  guns  for 
any  emergency  which  might  require  their  services. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  WRIGHT, 
Brigadier  General  commanding  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  MAIIONE. 

HEADQUARTERS  MAHONE'S  BRIGADE,  ANDERSON'S  DIVISION,  ) 

December  21,  1862.          J 

To  Major  T.  S.  MILLS, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Anderson's.  Division  : 

MAJOR  :  In  response  to  the  call  from  division  headquarters,  I  beg 
to  present  the  following  statement  of  the  operations  of  this  brigade 
in  the  late  bombardment  and  battle  of  Fredericksburg  : 

Promptly  after  the  signal  of  alarm,  Thursday,  the  llth  instant, 
the  brigade  was  placed  in  the  position  assigned  it  by  the  division  com 
mander,  immediately  in  rear  of  the  line  of  battle  selected  in  the 
event  of  any  attack  upon  our  own  front.  , 

For  the  most  part,  the  brigade,  continued  under  arms  in  this  posi 
tion  during  the  period  of  the  fight,  and,  in  fact.,  until  Tuesday,  the 
16th  instant,  when  the  enemy  evacuated  Fredericksburg  and  re- 
crossed  the  Rappahannock.  In  the  meantime,  however,  it  always  had 
a  regiment,  and  sometimes  two,  in  advance  of  the  batteries  on 
the  front,  which  were  exposed  to  the  enemy's  artillery  fire,  and  which, 
though  active,  and  especially  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  occasioned  but 
eight  casualties  in  the  brigade.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  add,  that 
much  work,  in  the  erection  of  batteries  and  rifle-pits,  was  performed 
by  tho  troops  of  the  brigade,  during  the  four  days  of  the  battle  ; 
among  these  works  may  be  mentioned  the  one,  as  of  special  advantage, 
in  dislodging  the  enemy  from  behind  the  hills  oh  the  right  of  tho 
plank  road. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully  your  obedent  servant, 

\VILLIAM  MAHONE, 

Brigadier  General. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  MILLER  OF  COBB'S  BRIGADE. 

PERS,  FREDERICKSBUR< 
December  20,  1862. 


BRIGADE  HEADQUARTERS,  FFEDERICKSEURG,  VA.,  ) 


Major  JAMES  M.  GOGGIN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade 
in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 1th  instant,  at  five  o'clock,  the  brigade 
Tras  put  under  arms  and  in  position,  and  so  remained  until  seven 
o'clock.  P.  M  ,  when  the  eighteenth  and  twenty-fourth  Gc  -rgia  regi 
ments  and  Phillips'  legion  were  marched  into  Fredericksbu»g  by  G<  n- 
eral  Cobb,  to  relieve  General  Barfesdale,  and  took  position  i-i  our  line 
of  battle  in  the  road  along  the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill,  crossing  the  tel 
egraph  road,  by  wUch  the  enemy  advanced;  the  legion  ou  the  left, 
twenty-fourth  Georgia  in  the  centre,  and  eighteenth  oa  the  right. 
The  men  lay  on  their  arms  during  the  night.  Our  pickets  and  scouts 
took  fifteen  prisoners.  Close  and  heavy  skirmishing  wag  k«pt  up  du 
ring  Friday,  the  12th,  and  on  that  night  we  again  rested  on  our  aims. 

At  daybreak  on  the  13th,  skirmishing  again  commenced,  accompa 
nied  by  the  enemy's  shells  This  was  kept  up  continually  until  about 
eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  whea  the  advance  of  the  enemy  drove 
in  our  pickets,  and  his  column  approached  the  left  of  our  line  by  the 
telegraph  road  and  deployed  towards  our  right.  He  had  succeeded 
in  planting  three^stands  of  jeolors  along  our  front,  and  wi  en  his  col 
umn  had  been  deployed  about  two-thirds  of  the  distance  on  his  line, 
our  well-directed  fire  had  so  thinned  his  ranks  that  the  survivors  re 
treated.  General  Cobb,  whose  fall  we  so  much  deplore,  lived  to  see 
this  first  signal  repulse  and  the  bravery  of  the  troops  he  -o  well  com 
manded  About  twelve  or  fifteen  minutes  thereafter  General  Cobb 
fell,  mortally  wounded,  and  I  took  command  of  the  brigade.  Soon 
another  column,  heavier  than  the  first,  advanced  in  our  front,  and 
moved  steadily  forward  to  their  colors,  near  our  centre.  As  the  col 
umn  approached,  I  directed  the  small  arms  to  cease  until  the  enemy 
should  get  nearer.  So  soon  as  he  got  within  certain  ran^e,  cur  fire 
mowed  down  his  ranks,  until  they  faltered  and  the  survivors  retreated. 
They  were  met  by  a  strong  reinforcement  and  again  advanced  upon 
us  in  heavier  force,  and  this  time  the  slaughter  in  their  ranks  was 
terrific,  and  we  again  drove  them  back.  Column  after  column  was 
brought,  up  during  the  afternoon,  and  the  battle  continued  until  after 
dark.  In  every  attack  the  enemy  was  repulsed  with  immense  bla.ighter. 
During  the  afternoon  a  courier  informed  me  that  you  had  sent  the  six 
teenth  Georgia  regiment  to  the  mill,  tc  await  orders.  I  sent  for  that 
regiment  and  pl.iced  it  on  our  right,  to  strengthen  and  prot«  ct  that 
point,  which  it  held  during  the  remainder  of  the  engagement.  We  rested 
on  our  arms  tLat  night  and  throughout  the  next  day.  Sunday,  the  14th, 
*  close,  heavy  and  continuous  skirmish  fire  was  kept  up.  On  Sunday 
uight  we  were  relieved  by  General  Seinmee. 
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I  cannot  speak  in  feoo  high  terms  of  the  cool  bravery  of  both  officers 
and  men,  and  the  promptness  and  cheerfulness  with  which  they 
obeyed  and  executed  ail  orders.  The  heaps  of  slain  in  our  front  tell 
best  how  well  they  acted  their  part. 

Annexed  is  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c., 

ROBERT  M.  MILLER, 

commanding  brigade. 


^REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PERRY, 

HEADQUARTERS  PERRY'S  BRIGADE,  December  18,  1862. 

Major  THOMA.S  S.  MILLS, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General:  * 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  reports  of  com 
manders  of  the  Donaldsonville  artillery  battery  and  the  eighth  Florida, 
regiment,  the  only  portions  of  my  brigade  engaged  in  tho  recent  bat 
tle  on  the  Rappahannock  river : 

The  eighth  Florida  regiment  having  been  detailed  for  picket  duty 
and  placed  temporarily  under  command  of  Brigadier  General  Barks- 
dale,  commanding  the  picket  forces  at  Fredericksburg,  I  am  unabk- 
to  give  additional  information  to  that  contained  in  Captain  Lang'; 
report,  to  which  I  call  your  attention.  I  addressed  a  note  to  Briga 
dier  General  Barksdale,  relative  to  three  companies  of  this  regiment, 
which  were  detailed  from  the  regiment  by  General  Barksdale  an-! 
assigned  to  a  position  apart  from  the  regiment.  General  Barksdale 
replied  that  they  were  probably  taken  prisoners  by^  the  enemy.  I 
have  been  able  to  obtain  no  further  information  upon  the  subject.  I 
respectfully  call  to  the  attention  of  the  General  the  gallant  conduct  oi 
the  Donaldsonville  battery  throughout  the  entire  engagement.  Both 
officers  and  men  stood  bravely  and  faithfully  at  their  posts,  and, 
while  exposed  to  an  unusually  heavy  fire,  the  guns  were  handled  with 
masterly  skill  and  with  great  effect. 

The  loss  in  the  brigade  is  ninety-four  killed,  wounded  and  missing. 
Of  this  number,  eight  were  killed,  forty-three  wounded  and  forty-three 
missing.  Of  these,  the  eighth  Florida  regiment  lost  seven  killed, 
thirty-seven  wounded  and  forty-three  missing.  The  fifth  Florida  regi 
ment  had  one  wounded.  The  battery  had  one  killed  and  five  wounded. 
I  have  the  honor,  Major,  to  be  very  respectfully,  &c  , 

E.  A.  PERRY, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


REPORT    OF     COLONEL     HALL,    COMMANDING    COOK'S 

BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  COOKE'S  BRIGADE,  December  17,  1862. 

CAPTAIN:  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  1  tth  instant,  the  brigade, 
under  the  command  of  General  Cooke,  was  ordered  to  the  front,  oppo 
site  Fredericksburg,  where  we  remained  in  position  untH  about  twelve 
o'clock,  Saturday  the  13th,  at  which  time  the  engagement  was  going 
on  in  our  front. 

The  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  as  follows :  The  twenty- 
seventh  on  the  right,  forty-eighth  next,  fifteenth  on  the  left.  We 
moved  into  action  by  regiments.  After  advancing  about  two  hundred 
yards,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shell  and  musketry,  we  arrived  at  the 
crest  of  Willis'  Hill,  winch  overlooks  the  battle-field,  on  which  hill 
several  batteries  were  placed. 

With  the  exception  of  the  twenty-seventh,  the  brigade  was  halted 
on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  delivered  its  fire  on  the  advancing  column 
of  the  enemy,  who  was  then  engaged  in  making  a  furious  assault  on 
our  front  line,  which  was  covered  by  a  long  stone  wall  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill;  which  assault,  on  the  arrival  of  the  brigade,  was  repulsed, 
with  great  loss  to  the  enemy.  The  enemy,  that  time,  succeeded  in 
getting  up  to  within  forty  yards  of  the  wall. 

After  the  repulse  of  the  enemy,  the  forty-sixth  was  moved  down 
the  hill  behind  the  fence,  supporting  Cobb's  brigade.  The  twenty- 
seventh  and  forty-sixth  remained  behind  the  fence,  and  the  forty- 
eighth  and  fifteenth  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  all  day.  • 

Six  different  times  during  the  day  did  the  enemy  advance  his 
heavily  reinforced  columns,  and  each  time  was  driven  back,  with  im 
mense  loss.  The  action  ceased  at  night,  when  the  brigade  was 
withdrawn  and  resumed  the  position  they  occupied  previous  to  the 
action.  v.f  * 

J  regret  to  have  to  state  that  our  brave  commander  was  severely 
wounded  early  in  the  action. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that,  without  exception,  the 
conduct  of  the  different  regiments  composing  this  brigade  was  de 
serving  of  the  most  unqualified  approbation. 

No  engagement  having  taken  place  the  next  day,  the  commanders 
of  the  different  regiments  were  ordered  to  entrench  themselves  that 
night,  and  before  day  each  had  opened  ditches  sufficient  to  cover 
their  whole  commands  ;  and,  the  night  after,  two  additional  works 
were  completed,  sufficient  for  two  more  regiments. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  brigade  was  relieved  by  General  Jenkins, 
and  ordered  back  to  camp. 

I  regret  to  say  the  loss  of  the  brigade  was  heavy.  A  correct  list  of 
casualties  will  be  handed  in. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

E.  D.  HALL, 

Cdond  commanding  Cook's  Brigade. 
32. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  LAW. 

BRIGADE  HEADQUARTERS,  December  17,  1862. 
Major  W.  H.  SULLY,  A.  A.   G.  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in   the 
engagement  near  Fredericksburg,  on  Saturday,  December   13,  1862: 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  my  brigade  formed  a  portion  of  the 
second  or  reserve  line,  extending  along  the  range  of  hills  from  the 
vicinity  of  Hamilton's  Crossing  to  Dr.  Reynolds'  house.  On  the 
plateau,  directly  in  front  of  the  position  occupied  by  my  brigade,  and 
about  five  hundred  yards  distant,  the  skirt  of  timber  bordering  on 
Deep  Riyi,  from  its  confluence  with  the  Rappahannock,  abruptly  ter 
minates.  From  this  point  to  the  river  the  channel  of  the  run  becomes 
gradually  wider  and  deeper,  its  general  direction  being  almost  perpen 
dicular  to  our  own  line  and  that  of  the  enemy,  on  the  Bowling  Green 
road.  1  received  orders,  during  the  morning,  from  Major  General 
Hood,  commanding  the  division,  to  render  assistance  to  Major  Gen 
eral  A.  P.  Hill's  troops,  in  the  event  it  should  be  required  ;  and  was 
ordered  by  General  Hill  to  support  Brigadier  General  Fender,  who 
held  the  left  of  the  first  line,  to  my  front  and  right.  At  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  a  force  of  the  enemy  defiled  from  the  wood  on  Deep 
Run  and,  forming  into  line  of  battle,  advanced  upon  Latimer's  bat 
tery,  which  was  posted  on  the  plateau  on  General  Fender's  left  and 
supported  by  one  of  his  regiments.  Perceiving  this  attack,  I  moved 
my  brigade  forward  to  the  edge  of  the  timber,  in  rear  of  the  battery. 
Detaching  the  fifty-seventh  and  fifty-fourth  North  Carolina  regiments, 
I  advanced  with  them  to  attack  the  enemy,  who  had  now  gained  tho 
line  of  the  railroad,  which  crosses  the  plateau  directly  in  front  of  tho 
battery  and  about  two  hundred  yards  from  it.  The  enemy  was 
promptly  driven  from  the  railroad  by  the  fifty -seventh  North  Caro 
lina,  which  was  in  advance,  and  the  regiment  continued  to  DJOVO 
steadily  forward  to  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  Bowling  Green 
road,  driving  his  infantry  before  it.  Puring  the  action  £  body  of 
tHe  enemy  opened  fire  frcm  the  wood  bordering  the  run,  upon  the  left 
of  the  advancing  line.  This  was  promptly  checked  by  a  fire  from  the 
left  of  the  fifty-seventh  and  from  the  fifty-fourth,  which  changed 
front  obliquely  to  the  left  in  order  to  face  the  wood.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  fourth  Alabama  had  been  brought  forward  in  front  of  the 
battery  as  a  support.  Having  accomplished  my  purpose  of  driving 
the  enemy  from  the  vicinity  of  the  battery,  I  ordered  tlie  two  regi 
ments  in  advance  to  retire  and  take  position  on  the  railroad,  which 
they  held  until  after  dark,  when  they  were  relieved  by  the  sixth 
North  Carolina.  The  conduct  of  the  fifty-seventh  and  fifty-fourth 
North  Carolina  regiments  was  admirable.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly 
of  their  steady  courage  in  advancing,  and  the  coolness  with  which 
they  retired  to  the  line  of  railroad  when  ordered.  Colonel  Godwin, 
commanding  the  fifty-seventh,  and  Colonel  McDowell,  commanding 
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the  fifty-fourth,  ably  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Colonels  Jones  and  Mur- 
chison,  handled  their  commands  with  great  skill  and  coolness.  The 
officers  of  my  staff,  Captain  Terrell,  assistant  adjutant  general,  and 
Lieutenant  Capons,  aid-de-camp,  were,  as  usual,  conspicuous  for  gal 
lantry  and  usefulness,  contributing  materially  by  their  exertions  to 
the  good  conduct  of  the  troops.  It  is  with  deep  sorrow  that  I  report 
the  death  of  private  Y.  S.  Smith,  of  the  fourth  Alabama  regiment, 
an  acting  officer  on  my  staff.  Alabama  never  bore  a  braver  son,  and 
our  country's  cause  has  never  received  the  sacrifice  of  a  manlier 
spirit.  He  fell,  where  the  hour  of  danger  always  found  him,  at  his 
post.  The  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  loss  of  the  brigade  : 


RBGIMENT. 

KILLED. 

WOUNDED. 

MISSING. 

32 

90 

2 

Fifty-fourth  North  Carolina  

9 

35 

3 

Sixth  North    Carolina               .         . 

5 

19 

Fourth  Alabama  

4 

18 

Forty-fourth  Aliibanici     .,             . 

2 

Total  

50 

164 

5 

»  I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

E.  M.  LAW,  Brigadier  General. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  SEMMES. 

HEADQUARTERS  SEMMES'  BRIGADE,      > 
Camp  near  Fredcricksburg,  December  22,  1862.  5 

Major  J.  M.  GOGGIN,  A.  A.  G. : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  herewith  a  list  of  the  casualties 
in  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  from  the  llth  to  the 
1 5th,  inclusive.  Except  when  posted  in  the  road,  at  the  foot  : 
Marye's  Hill,  on  the  14th  and  15th,  my  brigade  was  not  under  fi_--' 
from  small  arms.  It  was  only  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
artillery,  from  which  it  suftered  but  little. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PAUL  J.  SEMMES, 
Brigadier  General. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PAXTON. 

HEADQUARTERS  PAXTON'S  BRIGADE,  JACKSON'S  DIVISION, 
Camp  near  CorUrfs  Farm,  December  24,  1862. 

Captain  W.  T.  TALIAFERRO, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

CAPTAIN  :  In  pursuance  of  the  order  from  the  division  commander 
to  report  the  participation  of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  near  Freder- 
ioksburg,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  my  brigade,  consisting  of  tire 
second,  fourth,  fifth,  twenty-seventh  and  thirty-third  Virginia  regi- 
aients  and  Carpenter's  battery,  numbering  in  all  about  one  hundred 
ind  twenty-three  officers  and  eleven  hundred  men,  marched  from  its 
encampment  near  Guineas  Depot,  on  Friday  morning,  the  12th  in 
stant,  at  daybreak.  After  reaching  the  battle-field,  and  frequent 
changes  of  positions,  whe^  the  engagement  commenced,  my  brigade 
occupied  a  position  near  the  crest  of  the  hill,  sdme  four  hundred 
yards  in  the  rear  of  General  Gregg's  brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division, 
my  right  resting  on  the  left  of  Swell's  division.  My  orders  were  to 
support  General  Gregg,  and  be  governed  in  my  action  by  his  move 
ments.  Upon  a  report  from  my  orderly,  Mr.  F.  C.  Cox,  whom  I  had 
sent  forward  to  give  me  information,  that  Gregg's  brigade  was  mov 
ing,  I  ordered  my  brigade  to  the  front  in  line  of  battle.  About  the 
time  of  reaching  General  Gregg's  position,  the  second  Virginia  regi 
ment,  occupying  the  right  of  my  line,  came  in  view  of  the  enemy,  and, 
under  the  order  of  Captain  J.  Q.  A.  Nadenbousch,  commanding  the 
regiment,  filed  obliquely  to  the  right  and  rear,  but  scarcely  effected 
its  change  of  position  when  it  was  fired  upon  by  the  enemy.  Expect 
ing,  from  the  indications,  that  my  troops  would  be  engaged  in  this 
position,  I  proceeded  to  bring  forward  the  fifth  and  fourth  regiments 
it  double-quick,  and  post  them  upon  the  right  of  the  second  regiment, 
and  to  put  the  twenty-seventh  and  thirty-third  regiments  in 
position  upon  its  left.  These  dispositions,  however,  were  not  ac 
complished  until  the  firing  ceased,  the  enemy  having  been  gallantly 
repulsed  by  the  second  regiment.  Soon  after  I  changed  my  position, 
and  occupied  the  military  road.  Whilst  there,  I  found  that  troops 
were  falling  back  in  disorder  past  the  right  of  my  line,  when  I  deemed 
it  prudent  to  move  some  three  hundred  yards  to  the  right,  upon  the 
road,  to  guard  against  an  advance  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction. 
Again  1  changed  position,  and  occupied  the  line  of  the  fence  in  front, 
That  night  my  brigade  slept  on  their  arms  on  the  military  road,  and 
the  next  morning  before  daylight,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  from  the 
division  commander,  took  a  position  on  the  railroad,  my  right  resting 
opposite  the  position  which  my  left  had  occupied  on  the  military  road. 
Here  the  day  passed  off  quietly,  with  the  exception  of  occasional  firing 
between  the  pickets.  Carpenter's  battery  was  detached  from  my 
brigade  on  the  12th,  and  was  not  under  my  orders  during  the  engage- 
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merit.     A  report  of  its  participation  in  the  engagement  by  Lieutenant 
McKendree,  commanding,  is  transmitted  herewith. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  my  regimental  officers,  Captains  Naden- 
bousch  and  Colston,  acting  field  officers  of  the  second  Virginia  regi 
ment  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gardiner  and  Major  Terry,  fourth  Virginia 
regiment ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Williams  and  Captain  Newton,  fifth 
Virginia  regiment ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Edmondson  and  Major  Shri- 
ver,  forty-seyenth  Virginia  regiment,  and  Colonel  Lee,  thirty-third 
Virginia  regiment,  for  the  exhibition  of  great  gallantry,  skill  and 
coolness  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gardi 
ner,  after  having  passed  unhurt,  and  distinguished  for  his  gallantry 
through  all  the  battles  of  the  campaign,  (Port  Republic,  Richmond, 
Cedar  Mountain,  Manassas  and  Sharpsburg,)  fell,  at  the  head  of  his 
regiment,  severely,  if  not  fatally,  wounded.  To  Adjutant  C.  S.  Ar- 
nall,  fifth  Virginia  regiment,  acting  as  my  assistant  adjutant  general, 
the  highest  praise  is  clue  for  his  gallant  and  energetic  discharge  of  the 
duties  incident  to  the  position.  To  the  rank  and  file  of  my  command 
I  am  especially  grateful,  for  the  courage,*  fidelity  and  promptness 
exhibited  in  obeying  my  orders.  My  brigade  sustained  a  loss  of  four 
killed,  sixty-nine  wounded,  one  missing;  total,  seventy- four.  The 
reports  of  regimental  and  battery  commanders,  with  lists  of  casualties, 
are  transmitted  herewith. 

Respectfully, 

B.  F.'PAXTON, 
Brigadier  Genera/. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HOKE,  COMMANDING  ERIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  TRIMBLE'S  BRIGADE,  Dec.  19,  18G2. 

Major  S.  HALE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General^  Swell's  Division  : 

MAJOR  :  I  respectfully  report  t'hat  on  Saturday,  13th  of  this  month, 
I  received  orders  from  General  Early,  to  form  my  brigade  immedi 
ately  behind  General  Hays'  brigade,  with  my  right  resting  upon  the 
Ilichmond  and  Fredericksburg  railroad,  at  Hamilton's  Crossing,  about 
four  miles  from  Fredericksburg.  I  remained  in  this  position  for  about 
two  hours,  under  a  very  heavy  cannonading,  and  lost  a  number  of 
man  in  this  place.  The  infantry  firing  at  the  front  became  quite 
heavy,  and  General  Early  ordered  me  to  move  rny  brigade  by  the  left 
flank,  and  let  my  right  rest  upon  the  left  of  General  Hays.  I  had 
scarcely  gotten  in  this  position  before  he  ordered  me  to  the  front  to 
the  support  of  General  Archer.  I  moved  promptly  and  steadily  to 
the  front,  and  found  General  Archer  had  been  driven  back,  and  the  en 
emy  had  occupied  the  woods  updh  the  top  of  the  hill.  I  soon  drove 
them  from  this  position,  and  found,  upon  getting  to  the  entrenchments 
at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  that  they  had  retreated  to  the  railroad,  in 
which  place  they  had  held  reserves.  I  saw  that  it  would  not  do  to 
allow  them  to  remain  in  the  railroad,  as  that  point  commanded  a  large 
portion  of  our  entrenchments  at  the  edge  of  the  .woods,  and  that  I 
would  lose  from  their  sharpshooters,  so  I  immediately  ordered  a 
charge,  and  drove  them  from  their  place,  killing  about  two  hundred, 
and  wounding  a  large  number,- one  hundred  of  whom  fell  into  my  hands, 
I  must  have  wounded  quite  a  number  of  the  enemy  at  this  point  who 
were  able  to  make  their  escape,  as  I  was  immediately  upon  them.  I  also 
captured  about  three  hundred  prisoners.  •  I  had  brought  from  this 
point  about  four  hundred  stand  of  arms,  and  left  a  number  across  the 
railroad.  After  driving  them  from  the  railroad,  I  followed  them  to 
the  fence  beyond  the  road,  and  at  this  point  halted  to  see  if  I  could  go 
farther.  While  I  was  in  this  position,  the  main  line  of  the  enemy 
gave  back  about  fifty  yards,  and  my  opinion  is,  that  if  a  brigade  had 
been  upon  my  right  we  could  have  driven  the  whole  line.  I  remained  in 
this  position  for  some  time,  to  see  if  any  other  forces  were  coming 
forward,  and  in  the  meantime  the  enemy  threw  a  brigade  dt>wn  the 
river  ro&d,  preparatory  to  making  an  attack  upon  my  right  flank,  and 
seeing  my  position  would  soon  become  a  critical  one,  I  ordered  the 
twenty-first  North  Carolina  and  twenty-first  Georgia  regiments  and 
first  North  Carolina  battalion  back  to  the  railroad,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Harper,  with  orders  to  hold  it  to  the  last,  and  ordered  the 
fifteenth  Alabama  and  twelfth  Georgia  regiments  back  to  the  en 
trenchments  at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  all  of  which  was  done  effectu 
ally  and  promptly,  and  with  a  very  slight  loss.  My  loss  in  this  charge 
and  falling  back,  was  only  two  men  killed  and  about  thirty  wounded, 
most  of  which  were  very  slight.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott  was  killed 
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while  falling  back  to  the  woods.  He  acted  most  gallantly,  and  did 
his  duty  nobly.  I  held  my  position  in  the  railroad,  and  at  the  edge 
of  the  woods,  until  Monday  morning,  loth,  at  which  time  I  was  re 
lieved  by  Gen.  D.  II.  HilFs  troops.  I  cannot  say  top  much  in  praise  cf 
the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  ;  all  did  their  duty  nobly,  and 
went  into  the  fight  with  a  spirit  of  determination,  and  it  would  be  do 
ing  injustice  to  note  any  one  particularly.  Captain  A.  Hoffman,  act- 
ting  ordnance  officer,  was  of  great  service  to  -me  upon  the  field.  My 
tabular  report  of  killed  and  wounded  has  been  sent  ia.  The  report  of 
the  action  of  the  battery  attached  to  this  brigade  will  be  made  by 
Captain  Latimer,  who  was  acting  chief  of  artillery  on  that  day. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  F.  IIOKE, 
Colonel  commanding  Brigade* 
Official  copy : 

S.  HALE,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


REPORT    OF    COLONEL    WALKER,    COMMANDING    BRI 
GADE. 


HEADQUARTERS  EARLY' s  BRIGADE, 
December  26th,  1862. 

Major  S.  HALE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  Early'a  brigade  in  the 
battle  near  Fredericksburg,  on  the  13th  instant: 

We  were  placed  in  position  by  General  Early,  commanding  divis 
ion,  in  the  second  line  of  battle,  supporting  A.  P.  Hill's  division. 
The  action  had  not  continued  over  half  an  hour,  before  I  received  an 
order  from  General  Early  (through  Major  Wilson,  volunteer  aid,)  to 
advance  at  double-quick,  as  the  enemy  had  cut  their  way  through  the 
first  line,  and  were  advancing.  I  put  the  brigade  in  motion,  and  met 
the  enemy  about  the  middle  of  the  woods,  but  they  fell  back  as  we 
came  up,  and  we  continued  to  press  them  closely,  driving  them  across 
the  railroad,  and  following  them  some  distance  beyond  into  the  open 
field.  When  we  reached  the  railroad  there  was  no  support  on  our  left, 
and  a  large  column  of  Federal  infantry  were  moving  across  the  rail 
road,  about  four  hundred  yards  to  our  left,  and  entering  the  woods. 
Fearing  to  advance  further  to  our  front,  I  drew  iny  command  back 
to  Jhe  railroad  and  held  that  position,  after  detailing  Lieutenant  Col 
onel  Terrill,  with  the  thirteenth  Virginia,  to  deploy  his  regiment  on 
our  left  flank,  and  directing  him  to  advance  under  cover  of  the  tim 
ber  to  engage  the  enemy's  column  on  our  left  upon  the  flank.  This 
was  done  promptly,  and  Thomas'  brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  en 
gaging  them,  in  front  about -the  same  time,  they  fell  back  in  good  or 
der,  but  Scarcely  firing  a  gun  in  their  retreat.  The  two  fires  told 
severely  upon  them,  as  the  large  number  of  dead  and  wounded  left  on 
that  part  of  the  field  clearly  showed.  After  this  column  of  the  en 
emy  fell  back,  there  was  for  some  time  no  body  of  their  troops  in 
sight,  but  not  deeming  it  prudent  to  give  up  the  advantage  of  our 
position  by  advancing  in  pursuit  over  the  open  plain,  I  continued  to 
hold  the  railroad  for  the  remainder  of  the  evening  without  any  mo 
lestation  from  the  enemy,  further  than  by  forming  a  fresh  line  of 
troops  in  sight,  but  out  of  our  range,  and  throwing  out  skirmishers, 
who  kept  up  a  straggling  fire  until  night.  After  dark,  I  left  pickets 
on  the  railroad,  and  withdrew  my  command  back  into  the  woods  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

Early  the  next  morning,  we  were  relieved  by  Paxton's  brigade  and 
joined  the  division. 

Our  loss  was  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  in  killed  and  wounded. 
I  cannot  close  without  expressing  my  admiration  for  the  manner  in 
which  this  brigade  performed  its  duty,  and  the  gallantry  and  bravery 
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exhibited  by  both  officers  and  men.  I  had  no  trouble  in  getting  the-m 
to  fight,  but  a  good  deal  to  get  them  to  stop,  when  in  my  opinion  it 
was  imprudent  to  go  further. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectful] v, 

J.    A.  WALKER, 
Colonel  commanding 
Official  copy  : 

S.  HALE,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  HAYS. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  LOUISIANA  BRIGADE,  ) 
December  19,  1862.      5 

To  Major  HALE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General: 

MAJOR  :  On  arriving  at  Hamilton's  Crossing,  on  the  Richmond  and 
Fredericksburg  railroad,  Saturday,  the  1 3th  instant',  about  ten 
'O'clock,  I  proceeded  to  place  rny  brigade,  according  to  orders,  in. 
line  of  battle,  with  my  right  resting  on  the  railroad  and  the  line  ex 
tended  on  the -road  leading  to  Spotsylvania  Court-House.  Here  I 
was  directed  to  remain,  and  to  take  advantage  of  the  shelter  afforded 
by  the  hills  on  the  north. 

A  short  while  before  noon  an  order  was  conveyed  to  me  to  advance 
in  line,  through  the  woods,  towards  the  front.  I  accordingly  put  my 
line  in  motion.  While  advancing,  I  was  informed  of  the  existence  of 
a  ditch  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  overlooking  fcfee  river  bottom,  and 
directed  to  occupy  it  as  a  rifle-pit.  But,  on  reaching  the  place,  I 
discovered  other  troops  in  possession  of  the  ditch,  and  accordingly 
halted  my  line  a  few  yards  in  their  rear,  in  readiness  to  advance  in 
support.  In  this  position  I  continued  the  remainder  of  the  day  and 
ihe  night  following.  ' 

The  next  morning,  the  14th  instant,  at  dawn,  my  brigade  was 
moved  several  hundred  yards  to  the  left,  on  a  line  with  the  ditch 
above  referred  to,  in  rear  of  and  supporting  General  Paxton's  brig 
ade,  then  occupying  the  railroad.  While  .in  this  position,  I  was 
directed  to  send  a  regiment  to  fill  up  a  gap  in  the  line  along  the  rail 
road,  between  the  brigades  of  General  Paxton  and  General  Trimble, 
then  commanded  by  Cclonel  Hoke.  The  seventh  Louisiana  regiment 
was  sent  to  complete  this  line.  The  remainder  of  the  brigade  con 
tinued  to  occupy  the  line  indicated  during  Sunday,  the  14th  instant, 
and  the  night  succeeding. 

In  the  morning  following,  the  15th  instant,  I  resumed  my  original 
place,  near  Hamilton's  Crossing,  and  there  remained  until  the  16th 
instant,  when  I  was  ordered  to  occupy  a  line  in  rear  of  the  batteries 
posted  on  the  hill,  with  my  right  resting  on  the  railroad.  I  had 
barely  reached  my  position,  when,  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  being 
discovered,  I  was  ordered  back  to  the  crossing,  and,  in  a  short 
time  thereafter,  took  up  the  line  of  march  in  the  direction  of  Port 
Royal. 

My  loss,  amounting  to  nine  killed,  forty-four  wounded,  and  one 
missing,  was  inflicted  by  the  enemy's  batteries,  while  advancing  in 
line,  on  the  13th  instant,  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  in  front. 

I  have  to  commend  the  zealous  promptness  of  officers  and  men  ia 
obeying  my  orders,  and  the  earnest  desire  they  evinced  to  meot  the 
enemy.  And,  I  am  happy  to  add,  there  was  less  straggling  during 
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the  several  days  of  the  recent  engagements,  than  I  have  ever  known. 
To  Captain  Nety  and  Lieutenant  Macon,  of  my  staff,  I  am  indebted 
for  the  cheerful  discharge  of  their  respective  duties. 

HARRY  T.  HAYS, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


REPORT    OF     COLONEL  .  KENNEDY     COMMANDING 

BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  SOUTH  CAROLINA  REGIMENT,  > 

December  20,  1862.      5 

Captain  C.  H.  HOLMES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Kershaw's  Brigade  : 

CAPTAIN:    Between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  on  Saturday,  the  13th 
ultimo,  Lieutenant  Dwight,  of  General  Kershaw's  staff,  ordered  me  to 
take  my  regiment,  the  second,  and  the  eighth,   Captain   Stackhouse, 
to  the  support  of  General  Cobb,  on  the  telegraph  road.     I  moved  out, 
left  in  front,  the  eighth  following.     In  rear  of  the  extreme  right  bat 
tery  of  Colonel  Walton's  artillery   (on  Fuller's  Hill)    I  halted  the 
second  regiment  until  Captain  Stackhouse  closed  up.     I  then  moved  the 
two  regiments  into  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  wood,  (in  which  I  had  halted,) 
fronted,  and  advanced  in  line  of  battle,  making  the  eighth  the  battal 
ion  of  direction,  and  obliquing  to  the  right,  so  as  throw  the  two  com 
mands  between  the  two  right  batteries  of  the  Washington  artillery 
(Colonel  Walton's)  on  the  hill  and  the  Marye  house.     The  fire  of  shell 
and  small  arms  was  terrific,  raking  the  whole  field.     The  men  moved 
forward  in  fine  style,  obeying  promptly  every  command  issued.     When 
I  arrived  at  the  crest  of  the  hill  I  gave  the  command  "  doable-quick," 
and  moved  the  two  regiments  to  the  stone  fence  on  the  telegraph  road 
where  General  Cobb  was  posted.     One  volley  was  fired  before  reach- 
ng  it,  and  that  by  the  eighth  regiment.      The  eighth  regiment,  sup 
ported  a  portion  of  General   Cobb's  brigade,  to  the  right,  and  the 
second  was  disposed  as  follows  :    three  companies  on  the  left   of  the 
eighth,  one  company  and  the  half  of  another  at  the  small  house  rfear 
the  centre  of  General  Cobb's  line,  (where  General  Kershaw  made  his 
headquarters,)  three  companies  and  a  half  to  the  left  of  this  house, 
behind  a  stone  wall,  in  rear  of  the  twenty-fourth  Georgia  regiment. 
Captain  Pulliam,  with  his  company,  came  up  shortly  after  this  dispo 
sition  of  my  command,  and  was  sent  to  a  stone  fence,  where  the  Philips' 
legion   (of  General   Cobb's  brigade)   was  posted,  to  the  left  of  the 
twenty-fourth  Georgia,  and,  although  later  in  the  action  than  the  rest 
of  my  regiment,  (having  failed  to  hear  the  order  to  move  out  of  the 
trenches,)  did  fine  execution.     The  action  continuing  until  after  dark, 
advance  after  advance  of  the  foe  was  repelled.     The  whole  regiment 
acted  with  cool  daring  and  high  courage  ;   men  never  did  their  duty 
more  thoroughly.     My  position  being  in  the  centre,  I  appointed  Cap 
tain  Wallace  to  superintend  the  operation  of  the  left  wing,  and  Captain 
Leitner  the  three  companies  on  the  right.      I  gave  my  attention  to 
the  operations  of  both,  and  of  the  centre.      These  officers  deserve 
notice  for  their  deliberative,  prompt  execution  of  every  order.     Major 
Gaillard  was  slightly  wounded  in   advancing  across  the  field,    com 
manding  the  second  South  Carolina  regiment,  (I,  acting  as  commander 
of  both  battalions,  the  second  and  eighth.)      Shortly  after  reaching 
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the  stone  wall,  General  Kershaw  detailed  him  to  convey  some  order, 
and,  in  executing  the  commission,  he  was  wounded  in  the  foot  and 
compelled  to  leave  the  field.  Thus  I  was  deprived  of  his  valuable 
assistance,  and  the  regiment  of  that  gallant  bearing  which  he  has  ex 
hibited  on  so  many  fields.  Of  the  conduct  of  Captain  Wallace,  acting 
as  field  officer,  I  cannot  speak  too  highly ;  he  elicited  the  highest 
admiration,  and  is  deserving  of  special  mention.  No  braver  man 
ever  trod  the  field  of  battle.  Captain  CuthCert's  company  had  been  de 
ployed  to  the  right  of  the  creek  early  in  the  morning,  and  remaining 
until  after  dark,  doing  execution  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy.  The 
exalted  courage,  enthusiasm  and  chivalric  daring  of  its  commanding 
officer  are  always  guarantees  of  its  good  success.  Lieutenants  Elliott 
and  Fishburn,  of  this  company,  were  wounded,  gallantly  discharging 
their  duty.  Captains  Pulliam,  Moore,  Cunningham,  Graham,  and 
Lieutenants  Maxwell,  Brown,  Perry  and  Wallace,  commanding  com 
panies,  and  their  lieutenants,  all  acted  with  conspicuous  bravery,  and 
deserve  my  thanks  for  their  hearty  co-operation.  It  is  useless  to 
mention  individual  instances  of  courage,  they  are  too  numerous ; 
dufice  it  to  say,  the  regiment  never  acted  with  more  coolness.  Adju 
tant  Sill  was  of  every  assistance  tome,  and  exhibited  great  gallantry. 
Mr.  B.  Moses,  of  company  D,  acting  as  orderly  to  me,  bore  himself 
well,  but  was  disabled  before  reaching  the  wall  and  compelled  to  retire. 
S.  P.  Boozer,  of  company  F,  acting  as  same,  coolly  conveyed  several 
orders  to  different  parts  of  the  regiment,  and  was  wounded  by  my 
side.  His  demeanor  was  inspiriting.  Captain  Stackhouse,  while 
under  my  command,  (which  was  until  General  Kershaw  reached  the 
stone  wall  and  assumed  command,)  acted  deliberately  and  commanded 
his  men  with  success  and  bravery.  Number  of  officers  and  men  car 
ried  into  action,  three  hundred  and  fifty.  Officers  killed,  none  ;  men 
killed,  six.  Officers  wounded,  seven  ;  men  wounded,  fifty-five.  Total 
kiMed  and  wounded,  sixty-two. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  D."  KENNEDY, 
Colond  commanding  second  S.  C.  V. 


.REPORT  OF  COLONEL  EVANS,  COMMANDING  BRIGADE, 

* 

HEADQUARTERS  LAWTON'S  BRIGADE, 
Near  Port  Royal,   Fa.,  Dec.    19,   1862. 

'Msjor  S.  HALE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

MAJOR:  On  the  13th  instant,  about  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Lawton's 
brigade,  Colonel  E.  N.  Atkinson  commanding,  was  formed  in  line  of 
battle  in  a  wood'  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  west  of  the  railroad, 
lit'^rly  opposite  Hamilton's  Crossing,  below  Fredericksburg,  Virginia, 
the  right  resting  on  the  left  of  another  brigade  of  Ewell's  division, 
the  thirteenth  Georgia,  Colonel  J.  M.  Smith  commanding,  being  the 
extreme  right,  and  successively  towards  the  left  the  sixtieth  Georgia, 
(Colonel  W.  H.  Stiles,)  sixty-first  Georgia,  (Colonel  J.  H.  Lainar,) 
thirty-eighth  Georgia,  (Captain  William  McLeod,)  thirty-first 
Georgia,  (Colonel  C.  A.  Evans,)  and  the  twenty-sixth  Georgia,  (Cap 
tain  Grace,)  being  six  regiments,  numbering  about  two  thousand  rank 
and  file.  While  thus  resting  in  line  the  shells  of  the  enemy  fell  upon 
the  regiments  on  the  right,  wounding  several,  but  was  borne  without 
flinching  by  men  who,  in  many  engagements,  have  proven  themselves 
not  deficient  in  courage  or  patriotism.  About  half-past  one  o'clock 
the  brigade  was  ordered  forward,  and  all  the  regimeuts  advanced  at 
once,  in  line,  except  the  thirteenth  Georgia.  The  failure  of  this 
regiment  to  move  at  the  proper  time  is  subject  to  the  following  ex 
planation  :  While  in  line  this  regiment  rested  upon  the  slope  of  a 
hill  intervening  between  it  and  the  other  regiments,  which  prevented 
Colonel  Smith  from  observing,  at  the  time,  the  forward  movement  of 
the  brigade,  and  receiving  no  order  to  advance,  our  line  passed  ^ut 
of  sight  before  he  was  aware  that  he  had  been  left  behind.  Receiving 
orders,  communicated  by  yourself  soon  afterwards,  he  advanced  to 
rejoin  the  brigade,  but  waa  too  late  to  participate  in  the  action.  Sub 
sequently,  being  ordered  to  join  Colonel  Hoke,  commanding  Trimble's 
brigade,  he  placed  his  regiment  in  a  trench  near  the  edge  of  the  field, 
on  Colonel  Hoke's  ieft%where  he  remained  until  Monday  morning. 
In  the  meantime,  the  brigade  moving  forward  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  yards,  Captain  Grace,  commanding  the  twenty-sixth  Georgia,  on 
the  left,  encountered  the  enemy,  being  apprised  of  their  proximity  to 
him  by  a  volley  poured  into  his  ranks,  which  for  a  moment  checked 
his  advance.  But  quickly  recovering,  the  regiment  delivered  its  fire, 
reloaded,  and,  advancing,  drove  the  enemy  before  them  through  the 
weeds.  Having  encountered  the  enemy  so  soon  they  became  for  the 
time  separated  from  the  brigade,  and  on  reaching  the  ditch  which 
skirted  the  edge  of  the  woods,  they  observed  the  remaining  regiments 
far  out  on  the  plain.  Here  Captain  Grace  was  directed  to  halt  his 
command,  and  not  advance  into  the  open  field.  The  remaining  four 
regiments,  consisting  of  the  sixtieth  Georgia,  (Colonel  Stiles,)  sixty- 
first  Georgia,  (Colonel  Lainar,)  thirty-eighth  Georgia,  (Captain 
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McLeod,)  and  thirty-first  Georgia,  (Colonel  Evans,)  pushing  ahead, 
came  upon  the  enemy  in  a  minute  of  time  after  they  were  first  en 
countered  by  Captain  Grace,  receiving   their  fire  without  producing 
scarcely  a  perceptible  check,  fired  in  return,  arid,  with   loud  cheers, 
dashed  forward.     From  this  time  the  contest  consisted  of  but  a  series 
of  temporary  halts  made  by  the  enemy,  only  to  be  driven  away  from 
their  positions.     At  the  railroad  the  enejny  made  their  most  deter 
mined  resistance,  and  for  a  few  minutes  poured  a  heavy  fire  into  our  line, 
Seeing  that  a  charge  was  the  most  effectual  plan  to  dislodge  them,  the 
order  was  given,  and  so  rapidly  accomplished  that  many  of  the  enemy 
were  captured,  and  a  few,  in  their  attempts  to  get  away,  received  the 
application  of  the  bayonet.     As  an  incident  of  the  battle,  I  desire  to 
state  that  one  of  the  enemy,  after  surrendering,  leveled  his  gun  to  fire  at 
our  passing  line,  but  a  bajonet  thrust  from  the  hands  of  Captain  W.  D. 
Wood,  of  the  thirty-first  Georgia,  prevented  the  intended  barbarism.   At 
this  part  of  the  railroad  a  short  neck  of  woods  juts  out  into  the  plain  : 
so  that  on  our  right  and  left  were  the  open  field,  while  before  the  line 
lay  this  neck  of  thickly  matted  woods.     Under  its  shelter  the  enemy 
fled,  pursued  by  these  four  regiments  with  so  much  precipitation  that 
both  parties  entered  the  ditches  beyond  almost   together.     At  the 
railroad  and  in  these  ditches  a  large  number  of  prisoners  were  cap 
tured  and  sent  to  the  rear,  among  whom  was  one  colonel  and  several 
officers  of  minor  grade.     A  battery  posted  to  the  left,  on  a  hill  about 
two  hundred  yards  distant  from  the  last  ditches   referred  to,  tempted 
the  troops  still  further  into  the  field,  firing  as  they  advanced  toward 
it  upon  men  and  horses  with  such  effect  as  to  cause  a  portion  of  the 
battery  to  be  withdrawn  and  the  remainder  to  be  abandoned.     The 
prize  was  virtually  in  the  hands  of  these  gallant  men,  being  abandoned 
and  within    seventy-five  yards  of  the  place  where  they  stood,  but  at 
this  moment  a  heavy  line  of  the  enemy  advanced  on  our  right  flank, 
(l%arned  since  to  have  been  General   Birney's  division,)  and  seeing 
that  all  had  been  accomplished  which  was  in  the  power  of  these  men 
to  do,  I  communicated  to  them  the  order  to  retire  to  the  protection  of 
the  woods.     In  the  heat  of  the  contest  these  four  regiments  may  have 
"  gone  too  far,"  but  brave  men  in  that  important  struggle  feel  that 
they  scarcely  went  far  enough.     Colonel  Atkinson,  in  command  of 
the  brigade,  participating  fully  in  the  enthusiasm  of  the  charge,  was 
•wounded  in  the  arm,  above  the  elbow,  soon  after  entering  the  field, 
and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.     Colonel  Lamar,  wounded  by 
having  a  part  of  one  of  his  fingers  shot  off,  retired  from  the  ground  : 
and  Major  McCarthy  succeeded  to  the  command,  leading  the  regimen: 
into  the  open  plain,  assisted  by  Captain  Peter  Brennam.     Colonel  W. 
H.  Stiles,  commanding  his  regiment  through  the  entire  fight,  I  have 
the  pleasure  to  state,  did  his  duty,  and  did  it  well.     I  cannot  forbear 
to  mention,  in  terms  of  unqualified  praise,  the  heroism  of  Captain  E. 
P.  Lawtbn,  assistant  adjutant  general  of  the  brigade,  from  the  begin 
ning  of  the  advance  until  near  the  close  of  the  fight,  when  he  received 
a  dangerous  wound,  and  was  unavoidably  left  in  the  open  plain,  where 
he  fell.     Cheering  on  the  men,  leading  this  regiment,  or  restoring  the 
line  of  another,  encouraging  officers,  he  was  everywhere  along   the 
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whole  line,  the  bravest  among  the  brave.  Just  as  the  four  regiments 
-emerged  from  the  neck  of  woods  referred  to,  his  horse  was  shot  from 
under  him,  and,  in  falling,  so  far  disabled  him  that  thousands  less  ardeat 
or  determined  would  have  felt  justified  in  leaving  the  field;  but  limp 
ing  on,  he  rejoined  the  line  again  in  their  advance  towards  the  battery, 
but  soon  received  the  wound  with  which  he  fell.  It  is  gratifying  to 
me  to  be  able  to  record  that  officers  and  men  generally  behaved  wit  hi 
the  courage  characteristic  of  the  southern  soldier,  continuing  for  the 
brigade  a  well  deserved  .reputation.  The  report  of  casualties  irii^ 
testify  how  severe  the  fire  was  through  which  these  brave  men  passed 
in  driving  the  enemy  before  them.  The  Staunton  artillery,  com 
inanded  by  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Garber,  (attached  to  this  brigade,)  at 
half-past  four  o'clock,  was  ordered  to  the  extreme  right  of  our  lines, 
and  was  actively  engaged  on  the  plain  about  two  hours,  when  the 
batteries  of  the  enemy  ceased  firing.  The  officers  and  men  behavedl 
with  coolness  and  gallantry.  Lieutenant  Garber  had  his  horse  shot; 
from  under  him  during  the  engagement,  but  suffered  no  loss  of  his 
men.  I  am  extremely  gratified  to  mention  that  by  the  activity  of  Sur 
geon  George  F.  Cooper,  senior  surgeon  of  the  brigade,  although  with 
Trmited  transportation,  our  numerous  wounded  received  prompt  at 
tention, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  EVANS, 
Colonel  comrntmding  Brigade, 
Official  copy : 

8.  HALE,  A.  A.  A    General, 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  FENDER. 

HEADQUARTERS  FENDER'S  BRIGADE,  Dec.   20,   1862. 

Major  General  A.  F.  HILL, 

Commanding  Light  Division  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  tl;e  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  fight  of  December  13th,  before 
Frederick sburg  : 

I  was  placed  in  position  Friday  morning,  early,  on  the  extreme  left 
of  the  division,  in  a  skirt  of  wood,  where  we  had  no  protection,  nor 
could  have,  from  the  enemy's  artillery.  Two  batteries  were  placed  in 
my  front;  the 'right  one  commanded  by  Captain  Davidson,  who,  I 
will  here  state,  acted  throughout  with  the  greatest  judgment,  coolness 
and  bravery.  Friday  was  taken  up  by  slight  skirmish  firing,  and 
now  and  then  a  slight  artillery  duel.  Saturday  morning  we  were 
engaged  in  the  same  manner.  In  the  afternoon,  however,  when  the 
^nemy  advanced  on  the  right,  they  opened  a  most  tremendous  fire  of 
artillery  upon  the  batteries  in  my  front,  playing  upon  them  from  the 
front  and  right,  from  at  least  four  batteries.  This  fire  was  most  de 
structive  to  my  men.  At  about  this  time  alieavy  line  of  skirmishers 
advanced  within  range  of  Captain  Davidson's  battery  and  kept  up  a 
hot  fire  upon  him.  One  of  their  balls,  at  this  time,  killed  my  aid, 
Lieutenant  Sheppard,  while  he  was  very  gallantly  and  coolly  trying 
to  rally  some  men  who  had  broken  on  our  right  and  were  making  to 
the  rear.  These  skirmishers  became  so  annoying  that  additional 
companies  had  to  be  thrown  out,  under  the  efficient  Major  Cole,  to 
drive  them  back,  which  he  did,  and  held  them  in  check  long  after  his 
ammunition  had  given  out.  Colonel  McElroy,  with  his  regiment,  the 
sixteenth  North  Carolina,  had  been  placed,  early  in  the  morning, 
near  the  railroad  cut  and  in  front  of  the  left  battery,  which  this  day 
consisted  of  some  rifle  pieces,  under  Captain  Latirner — as  brave  a 
soldier  as  I  ever  saw — to  support  it.  He  was  here  much  exposed, 
being  far  in  advance  of  the  general  line,  with  his  left  totally  unpro 
tected,  but  with  the  ravine  of  Deep  Run  to  cover  the  movement  of 
the  enemy  on  hig  left.  After  the  heat  of  the  action  on  the  right,  the 
enemy  advanced  a  brigade  up  Deep  Run,  throwing  one  regiment 
somewhat  in  advance,  which  so  sheltered  itself  behind  the  trees  as  to 
get  near  enough  to  take  an  officer  and  fifteen  men  of  the  sixteenth 
prisoners,  who  were  pr6tecting  the  left  flank  of  their  regiment.  This 
left  the  regiment  to  be  raked  by  a  fire  down  the  railroad  track.  The 
Colonel  drew  his  regiment  back  to  the  ditch  and  held  his  ground,  until 
General  Law  sent  forward  two  regiments  to  its  assistance  ;  these  three 
then  charged  the  enemy,  driving  them  from  the  railroad  cut  and 
across  the  fields,  to  within  a  short  distance  of  their  batteries.  Owing 
to  a  great  many  of  Colonel  McElroy's  men  not  having  cartridge-boxes, 
they  got  out  of  ammunition  ;  but,  getting  into  the  ditch  and  dividing 
them,  they  maintained  their  ground.  The  officers  and  men  of  my 
brigade  behaved  throughout  as  well  as  I  could  have  desired  them. 
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la.  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  commend  the  efficiency  of  first  Lieu 
tenant  T.  T.  Kirkland,  ordnance  officer  and  acting  assistant  adjutant. 
general,  and  Mr.  John  Young,  volunteer  aid-de-camp.  These  gen 
tlemen  were  greatly  exposed  during  the  two  days  we  were  in  advance, 
but;  were  always  at  their  post.  In  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Sheppari 
[  :,i^e  to  lament  the  loss  of  a  brave  and  promising  young  officer. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  FENDER, 
Brigadier  General. 


LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  IN  FENDERS  BRIGADE. 


REGIMENT. 

KILLED. 

WOUNDED. 

AGQREGATI. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Staff 

1* 

1 
37 

54: 

45 

19 
14 

Thp'^enth  ^Torth  Carolina 

7 
4 
1 
2 

4 

8 
2 
2 
1 

26 
40 
42 
15 
13 

""MI.'  °'">p  t^  North  Carolina,  

2 

Tw^*"1  tv-sscond.  North  Carolina.       . 

Thirty-fourth  North  Carolina   

Grand  total    

3 

14 

17 

136 

170 

^Lieutenant  Sheppard,  aid-de-camp,  killed. 


REPORT    OF    COLONEL    HAMILTON,    COMMANDING 

BRIGADE. 

BIVOUAC   ON  RAPPAHAIVNOCK  RIVER,      j 

Headquarters  Secand  Brigade,  A.  P.  HiWs  Light  Division,  % 

December  22,   1862.      ) 

Major  R.  C.  MORGAN,  A.  A.   G.  : 

MAJOR  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  division  headquarters,  I  have 
the  honor  to  forward  the  enclosed  reports  of  the  regimental  com 
manders  of.  this  brigade.  After  the  unfortunate  fail  oi  Brigadier 
General  Maxcy  Gregg,  I  assumed  command  of  the  second  brigade. 
I  have  but  little  to  add  to  my  report  as  regimental  commander  of  the 
first  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers,  beyond  mentioning  that, 
so  soon  as  I  was  informed  that  I  was  in  command  of  General  Gregg's 
brigade,  I  mounted  a  horse  standing  near  and  rode  down  the  lines, 
informing  the  commanders  of  regiments  that  I  was  in  command  of 
the  brigade,  and  cautioning  the  soldiers  of  the  brigade  to  remain  quiet 
and  steady  under  the  severe  fire  of  shells,  which  were  falling  along 
the  line  which  we  occupied,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  their  cour 
age  and  steadiness  were  of  the  highest  character.  The  brigade,  except 
my  own  regiment,  first  South  Carolina  volunteers,  and  Orr's  rifle 
regiment,  was  not  engaged  with  the  enemy,  as  they  retired  under  the 
fire  from  my  own  regiment,  no  doubt  accelerated  by  their  finding 
themselves  at  the  mercy  of  the  second  brigade,  which  had  faced  about, 
and,  in  an  advance  a  few  yards  beyond,  their  entire  flank  would  have 
been  exposed  to  a  severe  and  raking  fire.  Brigadier  General  Pax- 
ton's  brigade  came  up  after  I  had  driven  the  enemy  off,  but  I  am  not 
aware  that  they  were  engaged  at  all  with  them  at  or  near  my  position. 
I  understand  that  General  Early's  brigade,  under  command  of  Colo 
nel  Walker,  passed  the  left  of  the  second  brigade  and  marched  to  the 
front;  but,  as  I  was  on  the  right  of  the  brigade  at  this  time,  and  in 
thick  woods,  I  did  not  see  it  myself.  Shortly  after  this,  by  order 
from  General  A.  P.  Hill,  I  moved  the  brigade  forward  as  a  support 
to  Colcnel  Walker's  brigade,  and  found  him  occupying  the  line  of  the 
railroad.  The  enemy  were  drawn  out  in  line  of  battle  some  six 
hundred  yards  distant  from  the  railroad,  but,  beyond  advancing  their 
skirmishers,  made  no  forward  movement.  At  dark  an  order  came 
from  Lieutenant  General  Jackson,  ordering  an  advance  of  the  whole 
line.  I  accordingly  advanced  to  the  railroad,  which  I  still  found 
held  by  Colonel  Walker's  brigade,  who  had  received  no  such  order,  as 
Colonel  Walker  informed  me.  Shortly  after  my  reaching  the  rail 
road,  a  message  was  sent  to  me,  through  Colonel  McGowan,  four 
teenth  South  Carolina  regiment,  from  one  of  Lieutenant  General 
Jackson's  staff,  countermanding  the  order  for  a  general  advance  of 
the  line.  I  accordingly  marched  the  brigade  back  to  the  position 
which  it  had  held  during  tho  day,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

I  desire  to  mention  the  good  conduct  of  Sergeant  Pratt,  company 
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B,  Qrr's  regiment  rifles,  who  had  rallied  a  squad  of  his  company  after 
his  regiment  had  been  broken  and  driven  off  by  th^  enemy,  and  came 
to  me  and  asked  me  to  assign  him  a  position,  which  I  did,  on  the 
right  of  my  own  regiment.  Nothing  of  moment  occurred  after  this 
day's  (13th)  engagement.  The  brigade  suffered  severely,  consider 
ing  that  only  two  regiments  were  actually  engaged  with  the  enemy. 
Lists  of  killed  and  wounded,  amounting  to  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
three,  have  been  already  forwarded  to  you. 

I  am,  Major,  very  resoectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  HAMILTON, 
Colonel  commanding  Second  Brigade,  Light  Division. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  ARCHER. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARCHER'S  BRIGADE,       i 

A.  P.  Hill's  Light  IXviskn,  [ 

December  20,  1862.      ) 

To  Major  R.  C.  MORGAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Light  Division  : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  ope 
rations  of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  : 

On  arriving  from  sick  leave  Saturday  morning,  I  found  my  brigade 
rested  in  the  edge  of  a  wood  before  Bernard's  house,  overlooking  the 
;Iain  through  which  the  railroad  and  Bowling  Green  turnpike  ;  ass. 
the  former  at  a  distance  from  my  front  of  about  two  hundred  and 
ffty  yards,  the  latter  of  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  my  left 
resting  where  the  wood  extends  forward  to  the  front  to  a  point  beyond 
:he  railroad.  General  Lane's  brigade  was  on  my  left,  with  an  inter- 
Tal  of  about  six  hundred  yards  between  us,  while  (as  I  was  informed) 
General  Gregg's  brigade  was  immediately  behind  the  interval,  close 
enough  to  prevent  my  being  flanked.  On  my  right  I  found  Lieuten 
ant  Colonel  Walker,  with  fifteen  pieces  of  light  artillery,  supported 
ry  Colonel  Brockenbrough's  brigade.  As  the  fog  cleared  away 
tnemy  was  seen  advancing  from  the  Bowling  Green  road,  and  a  little 
'ufter  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  several  batteries  were  brought  forward  anvi 
ilaced  in  position  about  one  thousand  yards  from  us,  which  were  fired 
en  by  some  of  our  batteries,  far  off  to  the  right,  and  with  which 
•carried  on  a  brisk  exchange  of  shots  for  about  an  hour,  occasionally 
throwing  shell  into  the  wood  where  I  was  posted.  About  half-past 
ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  they  turned  all  their  guns  on  our  position,  and. 
s.fter  thirty  or  forty  minutes'  severe  shelling,  their  lines  of  infantry 
formed  and  advanced  rapidly  to  the  attack.  When  they  had  arrived 
near  enough,  I  perceived  them  massing  in  front  of,  and  enterir _ 
point  of  wood  which  I  have  before  mentioned  as  projecting  on  my  left, 
beyond  the  railroad,  and  immediately  sent  my  ordnance  officer,  Lieu 
tenant  Lemmon,  to  warn  General  Gregg  that  it  was  time  for  him  to 
move  forward  into  the  interval  between  Lane's  and  my  brigade,  to 
prevent  my  being  flanked.  Shortly  after,  fearing  that  General  Gregg 
slight  be  too  late,  I  drew  out  the  right  battalion  (fifth  Alabama)  and 
ordered  it  to  the  left.  When  the  enemy  in  my  front  arrived  near  the 
railroad,  my  brigade  opened  a  rapid  and  destructive  fire* upon  them, 
which  soon  checked  their  career,  and  forced  them  to  retire  and  take 
shelter  in  the  railroad  track,  from  which  they  kept  up  a  desultory  £re 
upon  cur  line.  In  the  meantime,  the  column  which  had  entered  the 
point  of  wood  on  my  left  succeeded  in  passing  round  my  left  flank 
and  attacked  the  nineteenth  Georgia  and  fourteenth  Tennessee  in  rear 
and  flank.  These  regiments  were  compelled  to  retire,  leaving  about 
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one  hundred  and  sixty  prisoners  in  the  enemy's  hands.  The  greater 
part  of  the  seventh  Tennessee  also,  seeing  the  regiments  on  their  left 
give  way  and  hearing  the  cry  that  the  enemy  was  in  their  rear,  left 
the  trenches  in  disorder.  The  first  Tennessee,  together  with  Lieu 
tenants  Timberlake,  Foster,  Wilmouthand  Baird,  of  the  seventh  Ten 
nessee,  and  a  portion  of  the  latter  regiment,  held  its  ground  gallantly, 
and,  after  its  ammunition  was  exhausted,  charged,  under  Lieutenant 
Col.  George,  (Col.  Turney  having  been  severely  wounded  early  in  the 
action,)  across  the  railroad  track,  with  Colonel  Hoke's  brigade,  of  Ear- 
ly's  division,  and  returned  to  its  original  position  when  the  chaige 
was  over. 

The  fifth  Alabama  battalion,  which  I  had  sent  from  the  right  to  aid 
in  opposing  the  enemy  on  the  left,  discharged  their  duty  faithfully, 
first  under  Major  Vandegraff,  and,  affer  he  was  wounded,  under  Cap 
tain  Stewart. 

After  sending  Lieutenant  Lsramon,  I  also  sent  my  aid  de-camp, 
Lieutenant  Thomas,  to*  explain  the  urgency  of  the  case  to  General 
Gregg,  and  to  bring  down  another  brigade  in  support  of  my  front, 
which,  although  not  then  pressed  in  front,  had  nearly  exhausted  its 
ammunition. 

General  Gregg's  and  Lawton's  brigades  and  the  fifth  Ala 
bama  battalion  drove  back  the  enemy,  who  had  passed  "my  flank, 
and  Colonel  Hoke,  in  command  of  Trimble's  brigade,  came  down  to 
the  edge  of  the  wood,  my  original  position,  which  I  still  maintained 
with  the  right  of  my  brigade,  but  with  empty  rifles  and  cartridge- 
boxes.  The  whole  line  then  charged  over  the  field  beyond  the  rail 
road.  When  it  returned  to  the  edge  of  the  wood  1  drew  back  my 
troops  about  thirty  yards,  reformed  my  brigade  and  remained  in  sup 
port  of  the  front  line,  (Hoke's  brigade,  which  had  relieved  me  in  the 
trenches.) 

I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  attack  along  my  whole  front 
was  gallantly  and  successfully  repelled  by  my  brigade.  No  enemy 
ever  arrived  within  fifty  yards  of  my  front,  and  even  after  my  left 
was  broken  by  the  attack  in  rear  and  flank,  the  enemy  in  front  had 
been  so  sharply  repulsed  that  he  did  not  venture  to  come  again.  Offi 
cers  and  men  generally  acted  with  gallantry. 

Lieutenant  Z.  C.  Gunn,  fourteenth  Tennessee,  fell  in  the  most  gal 
lant  discharge  of  his  duty. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Hutchins,  of  the  nineteenth  Georgia,  mentions 
particularly  the  good  conduct  of  Captain  Mabry,  Lieutenants  W.  H. 
Johnson  and  M.  Edwards,  Sergeant  Shell  and  Corporal  Rogan. 

Lieutenants  0.  H.  Thomas  and  George  Lemmon,  of  my  staff,  ren 
dered  me  gaTlant  and  efficient  service  throughout  the  action. 

My  loss  in  the  action  was  forty  killed,  two  hundred  and  eleven 
wounded,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty- six  missing,  supposed  to^iave  been 
captured. 

Among  the  wounded  were   Colonel  Turney,   Lieutenant    Colonel 
George  find  Major  Buchanan,  of  the  first  Tennessee  ;  Captain  Tur 
ney,  the  senior  captain  of  the  first  Tennessee;  Major   Neil,   of  the' 
nineteenth   Georgia ;  Major  Vandegraff,  of  the  fifth  Alabama  bat- 
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ttalion,  and  Mr.  Frank  Wotten,  volunteer  aid  on  my  staff,  the  latter 
supposed  to  be  mortally  wounded. 

Respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  ARCHER, 
Brigadier  General  commanding  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  LANE. 


HEADQUARTERS  LANE'S  BIUGADE, 
December  23    1862. 


Major  R.  C.  MORGAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  : 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  brigade  in  the  late  engagement  before  Fredericks- 
burg  : 

At  half  past  six  o'clock,  on  the  mr  rning  of  the  12th,  we  left  our 
bivouac  and  took  the  position  assigned  us  oa  the  railroad,  my  right 
being  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  to  the  left  of  the  small  piece 
of  woods  bevond  the  track,  and  my  left  resting  on  a  dirt  road,  which 
crosses  the  railroad  near  the  point  where  it  maket  a  bend.  Several 
batteries  were  to  my  left  and  rear,  and  General  Fender  some  distance 
further  back,  my  left  nearly  covering  his  right.  When  I  had  made 
this  disposition  of  my  corniaand  I  rode  to  the  right  of  General  Ar 
cher's  brigade,  which  was  posted  in  the  woods  some  four  hundred 
yards  from  the  railroad,  and  informed  Colonel  Turney,  vho  was  at 
that  time  commanding,  that  there  was  an  open  space  between  us  of  about 
six  hundred  yards.  1  also  informed  General  Gregg  of  this  opening  ; 
his  command,  which  was  to  have  been  my  support,  being  on  the  mili 
tary  road  opposite  this  opening,  and  some  five  or  six  hundred  yards 
from  the  railroad.  I  subsequently  met  General  A.  P.  Hill,  and  spoke 
to  him  of  our  relative  positions. 

Nothing  of  interest  occurred  on  "Friday  and  Friday  night.  Saturday 
morning,  I  ordered  the  seventh  and  eighteenth  regiments  beyond  the 
railroad  to  support  three  batteries,  which  had  been  placed  on  a  hill 
immediately  in  their  front.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hill  at  once  approached 
the  captain  of  one  of  these  batteries,  told  him  he  would  insure  its 
safety  against  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  capture  it,  and 
that  he  must  let  him  know  when  he  wished  him  to  move  to  the  front. 
As  soon  as  the  fog  lifted,  heavy  skirmishing  commenced  along  my 
whole  line,  and  the  enemy  were  seen  advancing.  Our  skirmishers, 
with  the  exception  of  Captain  Turner's  company,  on  the  left,  fell 
back.  The  batteries,  just  alluded  to,  then  opened,  with  telling  effect, 
and  checked  their  advance.  During  this  firing  Captain  Turner  with 
drew  his  company,  as  his  men  were  suffering,  and  rejoined  his  regi 
ment.  Several  pieces  of  the  artillery,  after  firing  a  few  rounds, 
hurried  from  the  field,  saying  they  were  "choked."  On  intimation. 
from  one  of  the  captains  of  the  batteries,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hill 
promptly  moved  his  regiment  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front  of  the 
enemy  and  delivered  a  volley  at  the  sharpshooters,  who  were  in  range  ; 
the  artillery  all  limbering  up  and  driving  to  the  rear.  The  seventh 
and  eighteenth  both  suffered  from  the  enemy's  artillery  fire,  and,  at 
times,  from  their  sharpshooters.  About  two  hours  later  the  enemy 
advanced  in  strong  force  across  the  open  field  to  the  right  of  my 
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front.  Colonel  Barber,  his  regiment  being  on  the  right,  informed 
me,  through  Adjutant  Gates,  of  the  advance,  and  wished  to  know 
what  he  must  do  should  he  be  flanked.  On  being  ordered  to  hold  his 
position  as  long  as  possible,  he  deflected  his  three  right  companies, 
and  formed  them  to  the  rear  at  right  angles  to  the  track.  I  at  once 
sent  my  courier,  Mr.  Shepperd,  to  inform  General  A.  P.  Hill  that  the 
enemy  ^were  advancing  in  force  upon  the  opening,  Captain  Hawks 
having  been  previously  sent  to  apprize  him  that  their  skirmishers 
were  in  front  of  the  same.  Eight  regiments  were  seen  to  pass  to  my 
right,  and  another  to  move  "  by  the  right  flank  by  file  left"  between 
the  same  body  of  woods  and  the  fence  beyond  the  track.  This  last 
regiment  then  faced  by  the  rear  rank  arid  opened  fire  upon  my  right. 
The  three  right  companies  of  the  thirty-seventh  became  hotly  engaged, 
and  General  Gregg's  command  was  soon  after  encountered  on  the 
military  road.  Although  our  right  was  turned  by  such  a  large  force, 
our  position  was  deemed  too  importPAnt  to  be  given  up  without  a  blow, 
and  nobly  did  both  officers  and  men  await  the  approach  of  another 
large  force  along  our  entire  front.  As  this  force  was  concealed  from 
the  thirty-third,  eighteenth  and  seventh  regiments  by  the  hill,  about 
forty  yards  beyond  the  track,  they  were  cautioned  to  reserve  their  fire. 
The  twenty-eighth  and  thirty-seventh,  however,  had  open,  level, 
ground  in  their  front,  and,  when  the  enemy  had  gotten  within  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  cur  line,  they  opened  a  terific  and  deadly 
fire  upon  them,  repulsing  their  first  and  second  lines,  and  checking 
the  third.  These  two  regiments  were  subjected  not  only  to  a  direct, 
tut  to  right  and  left  oblique  fires,  that  portion  of  the  enemy's  force 
behind  the  hill,  nearest  the  twenty-eighth,  firing  upon  them.  As 
soon  as  the  right  of  my  command  became  engaged  with  such  a-n  over 
whelming  force,  I  despatched  Captain  Hawks  to  General  Gregg  for 
reinforcements,  with  instructions,  if  he  was  unable  to  send  them,  to 
apply  to  General  Thomas,  or  anybody  else  whom  he  might  see  in 
command  of  troops,  for  assistance.  My  whole  command  held^  their 
ground  until  the  twenty-eighth  and  thirty-seventh  had  fired  away  not 
only  their  own  ammunition,  but  that  of  their  dead  arid  wounded, 
which,  in  some  cases,  was  handed  to  them  by  their  officers.  When 
these  two  regiments  had  ceased  firing,  the  enemy,  in  column,  doubled 
on  the  centre,  bore  down  in  mass  from  behind  the  hill  upon  the  left  of 
the  twenty-eighth  and  right  of  the  thirty-third,  and  the  "power  of 
numbers  forced  them  entirely  across  the  railroad."  The  twenty- 
eighth  and  thirty-seventh,  being  flanked  right  and  left,  fell  back  in 
an  orderly  manner,  and  were  resupplied  with  ammunition.  A  well 
directed  volley  from  the  thirty-third  checked  the  enemy  for  a  time,  and 
Colonel  Avery  ordered  a  charge,  but,  being  unsupported  on  his  right, 
he  countermanded  the  order  and  withdrew  his  regiment  into  the  woods, 
about  seventy-five  yards  from  the  railroad.  The  eighteenth  regiment 
then  fell  back  about  one  hundred  yards,  the  right  companies  firing 
into  the  foe  until  he  reached  the  woods  in  the  pursuit.  The  seventh, 
being  on  the  left,  fell  back  about  fifty  yards,  in  perfect  order.  During 
the  greater  part  of  the  engagement  the  enemy's  artillery  played  upon 
the  woods  in  our  rear.  While  awaiting  reinforcements,  I  sent  my 
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aid,  Lieutenant  Lane,  to  the  left,  to  tell  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hill,  if 
he  could  possibly  be  spared,  to  come,  to  the  assistance  of  my  right,  as 
it  was  heavily  pressed.  The  right,  however,  wa^  forced  to  fall  back 
before  the  order  could  be  delivered.  General  Thomas  came  to  my  as 
sistance,  but  too  late  to  save  my  line.  He  encountered  the  enemy  in 
the  edge  of  the  woods,  drove  them  back,  and,  with  the  eighteenth  and 
seventh  regiments  of  my  brigade  on  his  left,  chased  them  to  their 
first  position.  The  thirty-third,  in  accordance  with  orders,  held  the 
position  in  the  woods  to  which  it  had  fallen  back,  until  I  could  move 
up  the  twenty-eighth  and  thirty-seventh,  when  all  again  resumed 
their  positions  on  the  railroad.  That  night  the  whole  brigade  was 
aligned  on  the  track,  and  skirmishers  thrown  forward,  preparatory  to 
a  general  advance.  After  this  order  was  countermanded,  my  com 
mand  rested  on.  their  anus  until  morning,  when,  havirfg  already  been 
on  duty  upwards  of  forty-eight  hours,  there  was  heavy  skirmishing 
along  my  whole  front — a  number  of  men  being  killed  and  wounded. 
We  formed  a  portion  of  the  second  line  on  Monday,  and,  as  we  occu 
pied  an  exposed  position,  the  men -soon  constructed  a  very  good  tem 
porary  breastworks  of  logs,  brush  and  dirt,  behind  which  they  rested 
until  Tuesday  morning,  when  it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had 
i\ll  recrossed  the  Rappahannock. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  gallantry  of  Colonels  Avery, 
Barber,  Lowe  and  Purdie,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hill.  They  all  com 
manded  their  regiments  with  bravery,  and  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 
Colonel  Purdie  was  slightly  wounded.  Colonel  Barber  received  a 
painful  wound  in  the  neck,  which,  for  a  time,  paralyzed  his  right 
arm,  but  he  reported  for  duty  again  on  Tuesday. 

The  other  officers,  both  field  and  company,  generally  discharged 
their  duties  well. 

Colonel  Avery  alludes  in  high  terms  to  the  efficiency  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Cowan.  Colonel  Purdie,  in  his  report,  makes  an  unenviable 
allusion  to  one  of  his  officers,  name  not  given. 

The  Yankee  wretches  dragged  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Peters,  company 
C,  thirty-seventh  regiment,  some  distance  by  the  legs,  after  he  had 
been  wounded  in  the  head  and  leg. 

The  men  of  the  twenty-eighth  and  thirty-seventh  fought  like  brave 
men,  long  and  well,  while  those  of  the  other  regiments  calmly  held 
their  positions  under  a  heavy  artillery  fire,  one  of  the  most  trying 
positions  in  which  soldiers  can  be  placed. 

I  cannot  refrain  making  special  allusion  to  our  conscripts,  many 
of  whom  were  under  fire  for  the  first  time.  They  proved  themselves 
worthy  accessions  to  a  brigade  which  has  borne  itself  well  in  all  the 
battles  of  the  last  eight  months. 

Captain  F.  T.  Hawks,  the  assistant  adjutant  general,  Lieutenant 
Oscar  Lane,  my  aid,  and  private  James  W.  Shepperd,  my  courier, 
were  of  great  assistance  to  rae  throughout  the  fight,  often  carrying 
orders  and  messages  for  me  under  the  hottest  fire. 

Our  ambulance  corps  was  very  efficient  and  removed  our  wounded 
rapidly.  Lieutenant  James  A.  Bryan,  ordnance  officer,  was  untiring 
in  his  exertions  to  keep  the  command  supplied  with  ammunition. 
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Our  loss  in  officers  was  two  killed,  twenty-five  wounded  and  five 
prisoners;   enlisted   men,   sixty  killed,  two  hundred  and   thirty-two 
wounded,  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  prisoners  and  twenty-eight 
missing—  an  aggregate  of  six  hundred  and  twenty-five. 
•  Respectfully, 

^ JAMES  H.  LANE, 

Brigadier  General. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BROCKENBROUGH,  COMMANDING 

BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIELD'S  BRIGADE, 
December  21,  1862. 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
action  of  this  brigade  in  the  late  battle  near  Fredericksburg : 

Stationed  upon  the  extreme  right  of  our  division,  we  remained  in 
this  position  until  the  concentrated  forces  of  the  enemy  passed  through 
a  gap  in,  and  reached  the  rear  of,  our  lines.  There  being  no  enemy 
in  our  immediate  front,  and  reinforcements  being  called  for,  I  with 
drew  my  command  from  its  first  position  and  hurried  as  rapidly  as 
possible  to  the  point  indicated.  We  moved  up  by  the  left  flank,  and 
so  urgent  and  repeated  were  the  calls  for  reinforcements  that  my 
two  leading  regiments,  viz :  forty-seventh  Virginia,  Colonel  Mayo, 
and  the  twenty- second  battalion,  Colonel  Tayloe,  the  only  regiments 
actively  engaged,  advanced  in  a  run,  separated  themselves  from  the 
brigade,  passed  well  to  the  left  and  encountered  the  enemy  in  rear  of 
our  front  lines,  about  midway  between  Generals  Archer  and  Lane. 
Firing  one  volley  into  their  left  flank  an  I  charging  them  with  a  yell, 
they  fled  precipitately  to  the  shelter  of  the  railroad  cut.  Here  they 
rallied  and  made  a  short  stand,  but,  being  joined  by  a  Georgia  bri 
gade,  (Lawton's,  I  believe,)  we  made  a  second  charge,  which  drove  them 
from  the  railroad.  Here  the  men  were  ordered  to  halt,  but  such  wag 
their  impetuosity  that  much  the  larger  portion  of  these  two  regiments 
advanced  to  the  position  which  had  been  occupied  by  two  of  the  ene 
my's  batteries,  which  they  found  deserted.  Boing  unsupported,  they 
were,  of  course,  compelled  to  retreat,  which  was  done  under  the  most 
galling  fire  of  grape,  canister  and  minie  balls. 

The  fact  that  only  two  regiments  were  actively  engaged  was  acci 
dental  and  unavoidable.  The  woods  through  which  we  passed  being 
dense  and  filled  with  troops,  the  rapid  run  of  the  leading  regiments 
soon  separated  them  from  the  brigade,  and,  while  they  passed  well 
around  to  the  left,  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  only  marched  by  direct 
line  to  General  Archer's  left,  who  was  said  to  have  been  flanked. 
Driving  the  enemy  from  the  woods  was  a  task  of  short  duration,  and 
the  troops  engaged  were  completely  successful  in  driving  back  the 
enemy  before  the  remaining  regiments,  §  few  minutes  behind  them, 
could  come  to  their  assistance. 

During  the  fight  several  of  the  enemy's  mounted  officers  were  shot 
down,  and  the  colors  of  one  regiment  were  seen  to  fall  four  times. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  mention  the  good  conduct  of  Colo 
nels  Mayo  and  Tayloe  and  the  officers  and  men  under  their  com 
mand. 

The  valor  and  daring  of  the  men  was  unprecedented.  Many  of 
them  were  fighting  in  sight  of  their  homes  and  seemed  determined  to 
drive  back  the  enemy  at  all  hazard?. 
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Our   loss  was   considerable,   being   about  twenty   per  cent,  of  the 
troops  actively  engaged. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BROCKENBROUGH, 
Colonel  commanding  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

HEADQUARTERS  THOMAS'  BRIGADE,  GEN.  A.  P.  HILL'S  Div., 

December  20,  1862. 

Major  R.  C.  MORGAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

MAJOR:  On  Friday,  December  12,  1862,  according  to  orders  from 
Major  General  Hill,  this  brigade  left  its  camp  near  Mr.  John  Alsop's 
house,  moved  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg,  and  was  directed  to 
take  position  in  line  of  battle  on  the  military  road,  with  orders  to 
support  General  Fender,  who  occupied  the  front  and  left  of  the  di 
vision.  The  remainder  of  the  day  and  the  succeeding  night  passed 
without  any  change  in  position. 

About  midday,  of  December  13th,  orders  were-  received  from  Major 
General  Hill  to  render  assistance  and  support  to  any  part  of  the  fron: 
line  requiring  it.  Soon  after  which,  an  officer  of  General  Lane's  staff 
brought  information  that  his  brigade  was  hard  pressed  by  overwhelm 
ing  numbers.  I  immediately  advanced  my  brigade  down  the  road, 
being  unable  on  account  of  the  density  of  the  undergrowth  to  advance 
in  lino,  the  brigade  moved  by  the  flank  until  near  the  scene  of  action, 
when  the  regiments  were  thrown  into  line  of  battle  and  advanced 
tc  wards  the  enemy,  who,  at  this  time,  had  advanced  into  the  woods. 
T:,eir  advance  was  checked  there,  and,  after  a  stubborn  resistance, 
ti. is  brigade  charged  them,  driving  them  through  the  field  and -com 
pletely  routing  them.  We  pursued  for  some  distance  across  the  rail- 
r(  ad,  when,  seeing  no  support  either  on  the  right  or  left,  and  my  am- 
i;  ...Lition  being  reported  to  be  well  nigh  exhausted,  I  concluded  to  fall 
ba:k  to  the  railroad.  Forming,  at  this  place,  the  front  line,  I  deter 
mined  to  hold  the  position  ;  at  the  same  time,  sending  word  to  Colonel 
Peiidleton,  commanding  brigade,  that  I  was  deficient  in  ammunition, 
and  requesting  him  to  be  in  supporting  distance.  The  brigade 
bivouacked  that  night  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  throwing  out  pickets 
on  the  railroad,  and  were  relieved  early  the  next  morning  by  Colonel 
Warren's  brigade  and  was  placed  in  reserve. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  command  behaved  with  a  gallantry 
highly  commendable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  L.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier  Gmeral  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER   GENERAL  J.  R.  JONES. 

HEADQ'RS  JONES'  BRIGADE,  Dec.  20,  1362. 

To  Captain  TAUAFERRO-, 

•Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

CAPTAIN  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  division  headquarters,  I  re 
spectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brig 
ade  in  the  recent  battle  at  Fredericksburg : 

I  reached  the  ground  on  Friday  evening,  and  was  placed  in  position. 
in  the  reserved  line.  On  Saturday  morning,  13th  instant,  I  was 
directed  to  change  my  position  to  the  left  and  farther  to  the  front  ;  bin 
still  occupying  a  portion  in  the  reserve.  My  position  subjected  me 
to  some  annoyance  from  the  shells  of  the  enemy,  one  of  which  severely 
wounded  the  adjutant  of  the  forty-second  Virginia  regiment.  About 
the  middle  of  the  day  the  musketry  opened,  when  I  was  still  further 
advanced  to  within  musketry  range  of  the  enemy.  The  front  line  no: 
requiring  support,  I  remained  in  this  position  the  remainder  of  the 
day.  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  advanced  at  dawn  next  morning  to  the 
front,  relieving  Brigadier  General  Lane.  My  command  moved  to  this 
position  under  a  heavy  musketry  fire  from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
in  which  I  had  one  man  killed  and  several  wounded.  The  complete* 
ness  of  the  victory  of  Saturday  not  beirg  known,  officers  and  men 
expected  soon  to  be  engaged  with  the  enemy  in  force,  and  it  affords 
me  pleasure  to  report  that  all  were  anxious  for  the  encounter,  and 
manifested  a  feeling  of  disappointment  as  the  day  passed  on  and  no 
signs  of  an  advance  were  given  by  the  enemy.  A  brisk  skirmish  was 
ke^pt  up  during  the  day,  in  which  I  sustained  a  loss  of  thirty -seven 
officers  and  men  killed  afjd  wounded.  Among  the  former  was  Captain 
Ames,  company  C,  twenty-first  Virginia  regiment,  and  Lieutenant 
Swoops,  company  E,  twenty  first  Virginia  regiment,  both  in  the  faith 
ful  dif-chage  of  their  duty.  The  fighting  was  necessary  to  keep  the 
sharpshooter^  from  occupying  the  crest  which  commanded  our  line. 

Where  all  behaved  coolly,  gallantly  and  equally  well,  I  can  speak 
of  none  in  particular.  I  can  only  say  that  the  gallant  little  brigade 
which  has  fought  so  gallantly  and  lost  so  heavily  in  the  great  battles 
of  the  past  summer  and  fall,  was  ready  to  do  its  duty  and  bear  its  part 
in  making  the  (shortest  and  most  direct  route  to  Richmond  a  hard  roa.: 
to  travel. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  R.  JONES, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  PENDLETON,  COMMANDING 

BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  STARKE'S  BRIGADE,      ^ 
Camp  near  Frcdericksburg,  Dec.  19,  1862.  j 

Captain  W.  T.  TALIAFERRO, 

A.  A    General  Jackson's  Division  ; 

CAPTAIN:  In  obedience  to  the  circular  order  of  the  Brigadier  Gen 
era!  commanding,  of  this  date,  requiring  reports  from  commanders  of 
brigades  of  the  participation  of  their  respective  commands  in  the  late 
operations  around  Frederick'sburg,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  therein  by  the  brigade  under  my  command : 
Having  previously  cooked  three   days'  rations,  on  the  morning  of 
the    12th  instant,  at   early  dawn,  we   marched   from   our  camp,  near 
Guineas  depot,  for  the  scene  of^the  late  engagement.     The  brigade 
under  my  command,  soon  after  its  arrival  on  the  ground,  about  two, 
P.  M.,  took  its  position  in  line  of  battle  on  the  extreme  left -of  the 
right  wing,  in  rear  of  and  supporting  Thomas'  brigade  in  General  A. 
P.  HilTs  division.     In  this  position  we  remained  until  Saturday  morn 
ing,  the  13th,  when  we  were  ordered  to  take  a  different  position,  to  our 
left  and  rear.     Here  we  remained  inactive,  awaiting  the  progress  of 
«vents,  until  half  p;i*t  one,  P.  M.,  when  a  rapid  and  continued  tire  of 
musketry  in  our  front  indicated  that  the  enemy  had  advanced  to  attack 
our  front  line,  and  we  moved  forward  in  close  supporting  distance  of 
General  Thomas,  to  whose  relief  I  was  ordered  to  go  in  case   he   de 
sired  my  assistance.     It  was  not   until  about  four,  P.  M.,  that  I  re 
ceived  a  message  from  General   Thomas  informing  me  that   he   had 
driven  the  enemy  back,  but  had  only  three  rounds  of  ammunition,  and 
wished  me  to  move  up  close  enough  to  charge  the  enemy  in  conjunc 
tion  with  him  so  soon  as  he  should  be  again  engaged.     In  accordance 
with  this  request.  I  again  moved  my  command  forward  to  within  eighty 
paces  of  the  line  held  by  General  Thomas,  with  unflinching  determi 
nation,' and,  having  ordered  my  men  to  lie  down  to  avoid  the  desultory 
fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  awaited  the   signal  for   the   onset. 
But  the  enemy  having  failed  to  renew  the  attack,  as  was  anticipated, 
I  was  not  called  on.     Just  when  it  began  to  grow  dark,  I  received 
the  order  of  Lieutenant  General  Jackson   for  a  general  advance  be 
tween  sunset  and  dark,  and  commenced  the  execution  of  it  bj  moving 
forward  ;  but  finding  that  the  troops  in  front  of  me  were  not  in  motion, 
I  ordered  a  halt.     {Shortly  afterwards  the  order  was  countermanded, 
and  I  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

At  half  past  three  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  toe  14th,  I  was 
ordered  to  relieve  General  Pcnder  on  ouj*  advance  line,  and  immedi 
ately  did  so. 

The  battery  of  ^Captain  Carrington,  stationed  in  frent  of  my  left, 
reported  to  me  for  orders,  and  was  directed  not  to  open  unless  the 
v  threatened  us  with  an  attack,  as  he  would  thereb-y  attract  upon 
*  34 
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us  the  crossfire  of  three  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  from  which  the  ground 
afforded  us  no  protection  whatever.  Such,  I  was  informed  by  Gene 
ral  Fender,  had  been  the  case  the  day  previous.  From  misapprehen 
sion  or  some  other  cause  unknown  to  me,  so  soon  as  the  forces  of  the 
enemy  were  seen  to  be  in  motion  at  the  distance  of  apparently  a  mile, 
Captain  Carrington  opened  upon  his  column  with  rifle  pieces,  and  the 
consequence  which  I  had  foreseen  immediately  ensued,  resulting  in 
the  loss  of  ten  or  twelve  wounded,  with  littU  advantage  to  our  side. 

About  ten,  A.  M.,  I  was  ordered  to  throw  my  command  forward  in 
the  field  about  three  hundred  yards  and  occupy  the  line  of  the  rail 
road,  beyond  which  I  had  already  posted  my  line  of  skirmishers  before 
daylight.  Moving  in  a  circuitous  route  by  the  right  flank,  so  as  to 
screen  the  movement  as  much  as  possible  from  the  observation  and 
fire.of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  I  at  on'ce  proceeded  to  occupy  the 
new  po&ition  assigned  to  me,  though  I  found  it  impossible  of  accom 
plishment  without  the  loss  of  several  men  wounded,  one  or  more  fatally. 
In  moving  four  of  the  regiments  of  my  brigade  from  the  railroad,  uucter 
an  order  subsequently  received  to  throw  them  back  in  a  line  nearly 
at  right  angles  with  the  railroad,  I  again  sustained  a  slight  loss  from 
the  same  cause.  The  skirmishers  thrown  out  along  my  front  kept  up 
a.  brisk  and  well  directed  fire  during  the  whole  day,  (twice  exhausting 
their  ammunition,)  and,  as  was  ascertained  by  actual  observation 
during  the  presence  of  the  flag  of  truce  in  the  afternoon,  with  fatal 
effect  on  the  enemy.  The  enemy,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  having 
failed  to  advance  or  renew  his  attack  during  the  day,  we  quietly  bivou 
acked  in  our  position  for  the  night,  and  being  relieved  at  four,  A.  M., 
on  the  15th,  by  the  division  of  Major  General  D.  II.  Hill,  retired  to 
the  line  of  the  reserve,  which  we  occupied  until  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  enemy  had  entirely  abandoned  the  field  and  recrossed  the 
Rappahannock. 

Although  my  command  was  not  at  any  time  closely  engaged,  itwaa 
three  times  subjected  to  a  sharp  fire,  and  was,  throughout  the  days  of 
the  13th  and  14th,  in  constant  expectation  of  being  brought  into  ac 
tion.  Under  these  circumstances  every  man  remained  firm  at  his  post, 
not  a  straggler  was  to  be  seen  leaving  the  ranks,  and  all  evinced  a 
commendable  eagerness  to  engage  the  enemy,  which  needed  only  op 
portunity  to  ripen  into  the  gallantry  heretofore  so  conspicuous  in  the 
troops  from  Louisiana.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Nolan,  commanding  the 
first  Louisiana  regiment ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Goodwin,  commanding 
the  fifteenth  ;  Major  Grogan,  commanding  the  second;  Major  Leggett, 
commanding  the  tenth,  and  Captain  Verlander,  commanding  the  four 
teenth,  are  deserving  of  my  especial  commendation  for  the  coolness 
and  skill  with  which  they  commanded  their  respective  regiments,  and 
the  promptness  and  energy  with  which  they  executed  every  order. 
I  should  entirely  fail  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not  advert  also  to  the  valu 
able  assistance  rendered  to  me  by  First  Lieutenant  Thomas  L.  Mills, 
of  the  tenth  Louisiana,  who  tendered  me  his  services  as  aid-de-camp 
for  the  occasion.  His  promptness  and  untiring  activity  in  conveying 
my  orders,  although  frequently  exposed,  are  deserving  of  the  highest 
praise,  and  I  beg  leave  to  mention  him  as  eminently  deserving  of 
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promotion.     The  casualties,  of  my  brigade  hare  been  heretofore  re 
ported  at  two  killed  and  thirty-five  wounded. 

][  fe&ve  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant,    ' 

EDMOND  PENDLETON, 
Fifteenth  I<ouisiana  Begiment,  commanding  Brigade,    ] 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  WALTON. 

HEADQUARTERS  BATTALION  WASHINGTON  ARTILLERY,  ) 
Near  Fredericksburg,  December  20,   1862.      > 

To  Major  G.  M.  SORREL, 

A.  A.   General  First  Corps,  A.  N.    V.  : 

MAJOR:  In  conformity  to  circular  order  of  18th  instant,  I  have 
•the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
battalion.  Washington  artillery,  of  New  Orleans,  under  my  command, 
in  the  battles  of  the  12th  and  13th  instants,  near  Fredericksburg, 
Yirginia.  The  signal  guns,  fired  at  four  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  morn 
ing  of  the  1  Ith  instant,  aroused  my  camp,  and  gave  notice  that  the 
enemy  was  in  motion.  Immediately  the  batteries  of. the  first,  third 
and  fourth  companies  .(consisting  of  two  three-inch  rifles  and  one 
ten-pounder  Parrott  gun,  under  Caplain  Squiers,  Lieutenants  Gal- 
braith  and  Brown,  first  company  ;  two  twelve-pounder  light  Napoleon 
guns,  under  Captain  Miller  and  Lieutenant  McElroy,  third  company  ; 
and  two  twelve-pounder  howitzers  and  two  twelve-pounder  light  Na 
poleon  guns,  under  Captain  Eshleman,  Lieutenants  Norcom,  Battles 
and  Apps,  fourth  company)  were  placed  in  position  in  the  redoubts 
on  the  hill  back  of  the  town,  known  as  "  Marye's  Hill,"  extending 
from  the  telegraph  road  to  the  plank  road.  Notwithstanding  the 
dense  fog,  which  enveloped  the  country  around  and  completely  hid 
from  view  the  town  and  river  banks,  the  enemy,  at  about  seven 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  opened  upon  the  town  a  tremendous  fire  from  his  nu 
merous  batteries,  which  lined  the  Stafford  shore,  to  cover  his  crossing. 
This  cannonading  he  continued  during  the  day ,^  with  but  little  inter 
mission,  and  without  any  response  from  my  batteries.  The  command 
bivouHckeri  for  the  night  in  the  works,  beside  their  guns.  Tiie  next 
morning.  I2ih  instant,  the  fog  was  again  exceedingly  heavy.  At  two 
Vclo<  k  P.  M.,  it  had  raised  sufficiently  for  us  to  discern  the  hills  op- 
posit-  tb<  city,  densely  coveted  ^ith  the  enemy's  infantry  and  artil 
lery  twenty  minute  to  four  o'clock,  P  M.,  a  heavy  column  was 
obs-j.  near  the  gas  woiks,  below  the  town,  upon  which  my  batteries 
imm>  v  opened  a  well  directed  and  destructive  fire,  causing  the 
«nen»  oreak  and  run  for  cover.  During  this  firing,  the  enemy's 
heavv  ;»ueries  (across  the  liver)  orened  upon  us  with  shell  and  shot, 
disre(ir  .-ding  which,  my  men  steadily  worked  their  guns  without  re 
plying  After  about  ten  minutes,  having  dispersed  the  column,  my 
batteries  ceased  firing  and  continued  to  receive  in  silence  the  con- 
tinue-i  tire  of  the  enemy.  Another  night,  passed  by  the  officers  and 
men  Inside  their  guns,  brings  us  to  tho  memorable  .  13th  December. 
At. half  past  twelve  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  enemy  was  observed,  in  force, 
moving  down  upon  our  position  through  the  streets  of  the  town. 
Everything  being  in*readiness,.fire  was  immediately  opened  from  all 
my  b*» "tunes,  at  once  halting  and  breaking  his  first  advance.  Again 
they  emerged  in  greater  force,  and,  apparently,  with  much  steadiness. 
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Gaining  the  crest  of  an  elevated  piece  of  ground  in  oar  front,  he 
opened  upon  our  position  a  galling  fire  of  musketry,  and  of  artillery 
from  the  hills  beyond.  The  brigade  of  General  Cobb,  in  front  of  my 
batteries,  then  opened  fire,  and  the  battle  became  general  all  along 
our  line.  Again  and  again  did  their  heavy  masses  come  forth  from 
the  town,  only  to  be  mowed  down  and  scattered  in  confusion,  as  each 
time  they  formed  and  advanced.  Three  times  their  colors  were 
leveled  by  the  unerring  aim  of  the  gunners.  At  two  o'clock,  P.  M., 
a  portion  of  General  Ransom's  division  (supporting  column)  moved 
steadily  across  the  plateau  in  my  rear ;  halting  but  an  instant  on  the 
crest  of  the  hill,  they  delivered  a  valley,  then  plunged  with  a  cheer 
into  the  road  below  and  in  front  of  us,  already  occupied  by  Cobb's 
troops.  The  sharpshooters  of  the  enemy,  under  cover  of  a  crest  in 
front  and  the  slope  of  the  hill,  kept  up  a  gaHing  fire  upon  our  works, 
causing  many  of  my  gallant  men  to  fall,  killed  and  wounded,  at  their 
posts  ;  among  whom  was  Lieutgnant  II.  A.  Battles,  fourth  company, 
severely  wounded  in  the  arm  by  a  minie  ball.  Five  several  times  did 
heavy  masses  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  supported  by  light  batteries 
which  had  been  placed  in  position^on  the  field,  advance  from  the  cover 
of  the  town  and  the  scattered  houses,  only  to  meet  the  fate  of  those 
who  preceded  them.  They  fell  by  thousands  under  the  judicious, 
steady  and  unerring  fire  of  my  guns,  encouraged  and  aided  by  the 
gallant  conduct  of  the  brave  troops  in  the  road  in  front  of  us.  At 
five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  after  having  been  engaged  four  hours  and  a  half, 
against  overwhelming  odds  of  the  enemy,  I  was  compelled  to  relin 
quish  the  post  of  honor  to  Woolfolk's  and  Moody's  batteries,  Alex 
ander's  battalion,  having  one  gun  disabled,  and  having  exhausted  all 
the  canister,  shell  and  case  shot,  and  nearly  every  round  of  solid  shot 
in  the  chests  ;  more  could  not  be  supplied,  in  position,*  in  time,  the 
train  being  several  miles  distant.  On  the  14th  my  guns  were  held 
in  reserve.  On  the  loth  I  took  position  in  the  works  on  the  extreme 
left  of  our  line,  the  position  before  occupied  by  Lane's  battery,  which 
I  occupied  until  the  18th  instant.  On  the  18th  all  my  batteries  were 
again  concentrated  in  camp.  The  second  company,  Captain  Rich 
ardson,  was,  during  the  engagements,  attached  to  Pickett's  division,, 
in  reserve,  and  was  not  engaged. 

It  is  my  duty,  as  it  is  my  pleasure,  to  say  in  behalf  of  my  officers, 
cannoneers  and  drivers,  that  upon  no  field  during  this  war  have  men 
behaved  more  gallantly.  To  Captains  Eshleman,  Miller  and  Squiers, 
and  the  brave  officers  and  men  under  them,  is  the  service  indebted  for 
the  gallant  defence  of  Marye's  Hill  against  the  stubborn  and  over 
whelming  assaults  of  an  army  of  over  fifty  thousand  men.  To  Lieu 
tenant  William  M.  Owen,  my  adjutant  and  only  aid,  I  am,  as  usual, 
indebted  for  zealous  and  fearless  conduct  on  the  field,  in  the  perform 
ance  of  all  his  duties.  Before  closing  this  report,  I  maybe  permitted,, 
without  being  invidious,  to  direct  the  attention -of  the  General  com 
manding  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Eshleman,  in  directing, 
and  Lieutenant  Norcom,  fourth  company,  in  executing  the  order,  in 
taking  one  of  the  Napoleon  guns  from  the  work,  where  it  was  out  of 
range,  and  placing  it  between  two  of  the  redoubts,  on  the  open  field^ 
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there  continuing  it  in  action,  entirely  exposed  to  the  enemy's  infantry 
and  sharpshooters,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  engagement.     My 
JOBS  in  this  engagement  is  three  killed  and  twenty-four  wounded, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

^  J.  B.  WALTON, 
Colonel  of  JlrtUlery, 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CRUTCHFIELD. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  COMMAND,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

January  3,  1863. 

Lieutenant  General  T.  J.  JACKSON, 

Commanding  Second  Army  Corps,  A.  AT.  V.: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  artillery  of  this  corps  in  the  engagement  near  Fred- 
ericksburg,  December  13,  1862: 

The  heights  on  the  right  of  our  line  were  held  by  fourteen  guns  of 
tbe  batteries  of  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  under  Lieuten 
ant  Colonel  R.  L.  Walker,  and  consisting  of  the  batteries  of  Captains 
Pegram  and  Melntoeh,  (four  guns  each,)  and  sections  of  the  batteries 
of  Captains  Latham,  Johnson  and  Crenshaw,  commanded  respectively 
by  Lieutenants  Potts,  Clutter  and  James  Ellett.  This  position  was 
a  commanding  one,  and  afforded  admirable  advantage  against  a  direct 
assault  from  infantry;  but,  what  was  more  important,  so-controlled 
the  ground  in  front  as  to  force  the  enemy  to  open  a  heavy  cannonade 
upon  it,  in  the  hope  of  silencing  these  batteries,  before  they  could 
move  any  considerable  mass  of  their  infantry  down  the  plain,  as  would 
be  necessary  should  they  endeavor  to  turn  our  right.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  liable  to  the  disadvantages  always  attaching  to  a  fixed 
position,  that  it  must  receive  a  concentrated  fire  from  many  points, 
added  to  which  the  formation  of  the  ground  at  the  top  of  the  hill  was 
such  as  not  to  afford  much  protection  to  men  and  hardly  any  to  the 
horses.  It  was  of  course  a  position  of  great  importance,  and  it  being 
specially  necessary  that  its  batteries  should  be  able  to  open  an  effective 
fire  .upon  the  enemy's  infantry  in  the  plain  below,  should  they  en 
deavor  to  move  down  the  river  to  threaten  or  turn  our  right,  I  directed 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker  to  keep  his  guns  concealed  as  well  as  he 
could,  and  not  to  allow  himself  to  be  drawn  into  an  artillery  duel,  but, 
disregarding  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  to  reserve  his  own  for 
their  infantry  when  it  should  come  within 'effective  range.  On  the 
left  of  our  line  were  posted  twenty-one  guns,  as  follows  :  Just  at 
Bernard's  cabins  and  to  their  left,  nine  guns,  consisting  of  six  rifles, 
two  Napoleons  and  one  six-pounder,  of  the  batteries  of  Captains  Da 
vidson,  Raine,  Caskie  and  Braxton,  all  under  the  immediate  direc 
tion  of  Captain  Davidson.  Some  two  hundred  yards  in«front  of  these, 
to  their  right  and  beyond  the  railroad,  were  placed  twelve  guns,  con 
sisting  of  six  rifles,  three  Napoleons  and  three  six-pounders,  from  the 
batteries  of  Captains  Carpenter,  Wooding  and  Braxton,  all  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Captain  J.  B.  Brockenbrough.  Captain  Car 
penter's  fcattefy  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  McKendree.  From 
the  first  it  was  evident,  that  the  enemy's'  attack  might  be  expected 
upon  our  centre,  where  the  heights  on  our  right  descended  to  a  level 
with  the  plain,  and  a  point  of  woods  running  out  into  the  field  offered 
them  early  and  good  shelter,  or  that  they  would  endeavor  to  turn  our 
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right.  A  considerable  artillery  force  was  held  ready  to  meet  this 
latter  contingency  by  moving  out  and  taking  position  in  the  fields  to 
pur  right,  BX>  as  to  cross  its  lire  with  the  batteries  of  Lieutenant  Colo 
nel  Walker.  The  centre  of  the  line  was  our  weakest  point,  since 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Walkers  guns  could  not  oblique  their  fire  to  the 
left  sufficiently  to  hope  to  prevent  the  enetny'fl  seizing  the  point  of 
woods  referred  to,  at  the  distance  at  which  it  was.  The  batteries  near 
Bernard's  cabins  more  directly  controlled  this  point,  but  only  by  a 
quite  oblique  fire  to  the  right.  So  that  there  was  some  eight  hun 
dred  or  a  thousand  yards  of  our  front,  near  the  centre,  undefended  by 
a  direct  artillery  fire  to  the  front.  I  examined  the  ground  carefully 
in  the  woods  behind  this  point,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  establish  bat 
teries  of  howitzers,  which,  by  a  canister  fire,  might  soon  check  the 
enemy's  infantry  in  their  advance  through  the  woods.  But  I  found 
the  ground  unfavorable,  being  intersected  by  a  deep  ravine,  and  the 
undergrowth  so  thick  as  to  require  more  time  to  clear  it  away  than 
we  had  before  the  action  began.  The  instructions  given  to  Captiina 
Brockenbrough  and  Davidson  were  to  reserve  their  fire  for  the  ene 
my's  infantry  at  close  range,  and  not  to  engage  his  batteries  unless 
he  advanced  them  to  the  support  of  his  infantry,  and  then  they  were 
to  concentrate  their  fire  on  the  advancing  battery,  and  not  to  fall 
back  from  their  position  BO  long  as  our  infantry  supported  them. 
The  enemy  opened  the  attack  by  the  fire  of  some  twenty-five  or  thirty 
guns  directed  upon  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker's  position,  and  from 
about  sixteen  guns  (afterwards  increased  to  twenty-four)  upon  our 
batteries  at  and  near,  Bernard's  cabins.  The  officers  in  charge  of 
these  batteries  obeyed  their  orders,  and,  the  enemy's  fire  not  being 
replied  to,  he  advanced  his  skirmishers  in  very  neavy  line  upon  the 
points  occupied  by  the  commands  of  Captains  Brockenbrough  and 
Davidson.  These  were  soon  driven  off  by  canister,  and  the  exact 
positions  of  our  batteries  being  thus  disclosed  to  the  enemy,  he 
directed  a  heavy  artillery  fire,  upon  them,  and  advanced  one  of  his 
batteries  near  a  chimney  in  the  centre  of  the  plain.  This  fire  was 
replied  to  by  our  batteries,  and  soon  two  of  th»3  enemy's  batteries 
were  withdrawn,  and  their  places  supplied  by  others  of  longer  range. 
About  this  time  two  of  our  rifle  guns,  belonging  to  Captains  Wooding's 
and  Caskie's  batteries,  wore  disabled,  by  their  axles  breaking  from 
the  recoil  of  the  gun,  and  had  to  be  withdrawn.  All  this  time  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters  annoyed  us  greatly,  working  around  to  the 
right  of  Captain  Brockenbrough's  position  whenever  driven  from  his 
front,  and  pertinaciously  readvancing  whenever  they  could,  under  the 
shelter  of  their  artillery  tire.  Though  they  were  once  or  twice  re 
pelled  by  canister,  when  advancing  imprudently,  they  were  S3  well 
protected  by  the  accidents  of  the  ground,  and  so  feebly  opposed  by 
our  own  sharpshooters,  that  they  could  not  be  entirely  dislodged, 
and  caused  heavy  loss  in  our  batteries,  both  among  men  and  horses. 
Captain  Brockenbrough  was  wounded  while  gallantly  discharging  hia 
duty,  and  Captain  Wooding  badly  ^hot  while  acting  as  gunner  to  one 
of  his  pieces.  Being  badly  supported  by  the  infantry  in  their  rear, 
after  severe  losses  in  officers,  men  and  horses,  the  batteries  of  Captain 
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RrccketibroogVs  command  were  withdrawn,  as  thoy  would  have  been 
lost  so  soon  *s  the  enemy  seized  the  point  of  woods  to  their  right  and 
rear,  as  they  did.  The  ammunition  in  Captain  Raine's  battery  (com 
manded  by  "Lieutenant  Stathucn)  was  so  defective  (from  the  bad  fazes,  I 
think)  that,  none  of  its  shell  bursting,  it  was  withdrawn,  and  its 
place  supplied  by  the  Chesapeake  artillery,  of  three  guns,  Lieutenant 
1 'later  commanding,  while  a  section  of  Captain  Latimers  battery,  un 
der  his  own  charge,  was  sent  still  further  to  the  front  and  left.  These 
1  itter  pieces  were  excellently  managed,  and,  though  losing  heavily 
from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  drove  back  their  lines  with  canister, 
ind  caused  them  great  loss  by  an  uncommonly  accurate  and  rapid 
rhell  fire,  as  they  were  driven  back  by  General  Law's  brigade,  in  their 
attempted  advance.  Lieutenant  McKendree,  of  Carpenter's  battery, 
exhibited  noticeable  resolution  and  composure  in  managing  his  bat 
tery.  On  the  right  the  enemy,  after  furiously  cannonading  Lieuten 
ant  Colonel  Walker's  position  till  they  imagined  his  batteries  crip 
pled,  advanced  their  infantry.  One  body  moved  towards  the  point  of 
woods  in  our  centre,  and  the  other  with  its  front  parallel  to  the  road 
from  Hamilton's  Crossing  to  the  river  road.  When  Sistant  about 
eight  hundred  yards,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker's  batteries  opened 
;ipon  them  with  great  eifect,  and,  at  tbe  same  time,  fifteen  guns,  com 
posed  of  sections  from  the  batteries  of  Captain  Poague,  (Lieutenant 
A.  Graham,  commanding,)  Captain  Watson,  Captain  Smith,  Captain 
Barber,  one  gun  of  Captain  Dance's  battery,  and  the  Louisiana 
' fuard  battery,  three  'guns,  were  thrown  into  position  in  the  plain  to 
our  right,  so  as  to  cross  their  tire  with  that  of  the  guns  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Walker,  being  specially  designed  to  check  the  advance  of  the 
enemy  towards  the  road  from  Hamilton's  Crossing  to  the  river  road. 
These  pieces  were  under  the  immediate  command  of  Major  Pel  ham, 
and  were  admirably  managed  and  bravely  fought,  and  perfectly 
accomplished  their  pbject.  All  tnese  batteries  did  not  go  in  at  once, 
but  were  added  as  the  weight  of  the  enemy's  fire  seemed  to  require  it. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  day,  as  the  enemv's  infantry — driven  from 
the  woods  by  our  own — fell  back  in  confusion  across  the  plain  under 
the  severe  and  accurate  fire  of  the  guns  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker 
^nd  Major  Pelham,  some  of  the  batteries  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Walker's 
command,  being  short  of  ammunition,  and  the  men  exhausted  from 
working  with  diminished-numbers,  weie  relieved  by  a  section  of  Lusk's 
lattery,  Lieut.  Dowell  commanding,  and  a  portion  of  the  corps  re'serve, 
under  Colonel  J.  Thompson  Brown.  I  shall  have  t«  refer  you  to  this, 
officer's  report  as  to  what  batteries  they  were,  as  I  knew  but  one  of 
them — Captain  Poague's.  They  went  in  under  a  heavy  fire,  and, 
though  suffering  much,  were  bravely  fought.  Some  gans  of  Major 
General  D.  H.  Hill's  division  artillery  were  put  in  at  this  time  on  our 
right,  by  his  chief  of  artillery.  Major  Thomas  H.  Carter.  As  these 
batteries  were  unknown  to  me  through  their  officers,  I  shall  have  to 
refer  you  to  that  officer's  report  as  to.  which  they  were.  They  moved 
up  with  the  rest,  under  heavy  fire,  and  were  well  served. 

It  would  perhaps   be  invidious  to    attempt  to  discriminate    among 
officers  and  men,  where  there  were  so  many  fine  examples  of  courage 
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and  devotion  ;  and  I  fear  I  may  have  already  done  injustice  in  men 
tioning  some  to  the  exclusion  of  others,  but  I  trust  the  reports  ot" 
other  officers  will  set  it  all  right.  I  beg,  however,  to  cull  your  special 
attention  to  the  valuable  and  gallant  services  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Walker  and  Major  Pelham.  T»he  position  .in  which  Colonel  Walker 
was  placed  was  peculiarly  trying,  from  hi£  being  required  to  endure, 
for  a  long  time,  a  very  heavy  fire  without  replying  to  it.  Colonel  ,J. 
Thompson  Brown,  commanding  the  corps  reserve,  also  displayed  no 
ticeable  coolness  and  judgment  in  taking  his  guns  in  to  relieve  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel  Walker  under  a  severe  fire. 

We  lost  no  pieces ;  nor  did  we  capture  any.  Lieutenant  Plater 
had  a  gun  disabled  and  a  limber  exploded.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Walker  had  a  gun  disabled  and  a  caisson  and  limber  exploded,  and 
Colonel  Brown  a  gun  disabled,  as  also  did  the  Louisiana  Guard  bat 
tery.  No  carriages  or  parts  of  carriages  were  lost  by  us.  The  dis 
abled  guns  were  of  course  brought  off.  The  loss  in  horses,  and  the 
nature  of  the  ground,  together  with  the  position  of  the  enemy's  batteries 
and  their  numbers,  effectively  prevented  any  advance  of  our  batteries 
as  their  infantry  fell  back,  and  before  fresh  batteries  could  get  in  their 
line  was  reformed  near  the  river  road,  and  it  was  nearly  night. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  calling  your  attention  to  the. 
great  defect  in  the  ammunition  we  used,  by  which  few  of  our  shells 
burst.  My  own  observation  entirely  confirmed  the  numerous  com 
plaints  made  to  me  from  the  batteries.  Much,  if  not  most,  of  this 
difficulty  is,  I  am  satisfied,  justly  attributable  to  the  fuzes. 
I  iiave  .the  honor  to  remain,  , 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  CRUTCHFIELD, 
Cohncl  and  Chief  of  Artillery  Second  Corps. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  ALEXANDER. 

f 

HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  RESERVE  BATTALION,  ) 

.  December  20,  1862.      5 

To  Major  G.  M.  SORRELL, 

Adjutant  General  first  Corps  : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  artillery  battalion  under  my  command  during  the 
recent  hostilities : 

At  dawn,  on  the  llth  instant,  on  the  firing  of  the  signal  guns,   1 
moved  from  camp  and  posted  Captain  Rhett's  heavy  battery  in  pits 
which  he  had  prepared  on  the  hill  south  of  the  plank  road,  overlook 
ing  the  entire  country  in  front  tind  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  at 
a  distance  of  one  mile  and  a-half.     Captain   Barker's  two  rifles  were 
placed  in  pits  which  he  had  built  near  Stansbury*s  house,  command 
ing  the  entire  flats  in  front  and  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river.     His 
howitzers  were  concealed  behind  Stansbury's  house,  in  most  admirable 
positions  for  opposing  any  advance  of  the  enemy  on  the  north  of  the 
town.     The  batteries  maintained  these  positions   during  the  whole 
occupation  of  the    city   by  the  enemy.       The   batteries  of  Captains 
Jordan,    Moody  and    Woclfolk   were   held   concealed   in  rear  of  the 
plateau,  back  of  Stansbury's  house,  ready  to  move  out  upon  it,  at  the 
appearance  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  or  to  any  other  point  of  our  line 
needing  reinforcements.      The  cannoneers  of  Captain  Jordan's  and 
Woolfojk'a  batteries  were  meanwhile  employed,  concealed  by  the  mist, 
in  making  small  pits  on  the  most  favorable  points  of  the  plateau,  and 
eventually  finished  eight,  in  addition  to  those  already  there,  which 
would  have  cost  the  enemy  severely,  had  he  attempted  any  advance, 
north    of  the   town.      This    disposition    of    my    batteries   remained 
unchanged  during  the  llth  and    12th.       On  the    12th,  our  infantry 
having  evacuated  the  town,  Captain  Rhett's  and  Captain  Parker's  bat 
teries  opened  their  rifles  occasionally  at  the  position  of  the  principal 
pontoon  bridges  of  the   enemy,  Captain   Rhett  also  enfilading  two  of 
the    principal   streets.      These    fires   invariably  elicited  prompt  and 
heavy  responses  from  the  enemy,  from  which,  however,  our  pits  saved 
us  nearly  all  damage.     On  the  morning  of  the   13th,  this  firing  was 
continued,  aided  by  three  twelve-pounder  guns  of  Captain   Moody'fl 
battery,  in  a  new  position  north  of  the  plank   road,  opposite  Captain 
Rhett,  whence  the  street  leading  to  the  pontoon  bridge  could  be  enfi 
laded.     This  latter  fire  at  once  attracted  a  reply  from   every  battery 
of  the  enemy's  in  reach,  and  caused  us  slight  loss.     Captain  Moody, 
however,  still  held  the  position,  sheltering  his   men   when  not  firing. 
The  enemy  shelled  this  position  not   only  all  day,  but  every  day  of 
their  occupation  of  the  city  afterwards,  whence  I  infer  that  our  fire  must 
have  caused  them  much  annoyance.     I  afterwards  made  pits  in  this  posi 
tion  for  guns,  with  Captains  Moody's  and  Rhett's  cannoneers,  but  they 
were  only  completed  on  the  morning  of  the  enemy's  evacuation.     At 
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twenty  minutes  to  four,  P.  M.,  of  the  13th,  I  received  an  order  to 
relieve  the  Washington  artillery  on  Marye's  Hill,  their  ammunition 
being  nearly  exhausted.  I  at  once  hastened  there,  with  Captain 
Woolfoik's  battery,  Captain  Moody's  twelve-pounder  guns,  and  two 
guns  of  Captain  Jordan's  battery,  and  occupied  the  pits  under  a  heavy 
fire,  which  caused  three-fourths  of  my  entire  loss,  while  galloping  up. 
The  enemy  were  already  within  three  hundred  yards,  and  seeing  the 
Washington  artillery  leave,  after  so  protracted  and  gallant  a  defence, 
cheered  and  pressed  on  heavily,  aidea  by  three  batteries, .which  opened 
from  the  edge  of  the  town,  and  their  line  of  heavy  guns  on  the  oppo 
site  bank.  Disregarding  the  latter,  we  poured  a  rapid  and  murderous 
fire  on  the  former  and  their  advancing  infantry,  under  which,  and  the 
accurate  aim  of  our  veteran  infantry  beneath  us,  they  were  soon 
driven  to  shelter  behind  the  houses  of  the  town.  About  dark  the 
remaining  section  of  Captain  Jordan's  battery  was  brought  up,  one 
gun  replacing  a  damaged  gun  of  Captain  Maurin's  in  a  pit  left  of  the 
plank  road,  and  the  otker  remaining  near,  under  the  control  of  Gene 
ral  Ransom,  for  any  emergency.  About  seven,  P.  M.,  the  enemy, 
said  to  have  been  Sykes^  division  of  regulars,  again  advanced,  under 
cover  of  darkness,  until  opened  on  by  our  infantry  below. x  My  guns 
opened  with  canister  and  case  shot  at  the  flashes  of  their  muskets, 
and  this,  their  last  repulse,  was  said  to  have  been  the  bloodiest.  At 
dawn  on  the  14th  my  only  remaining  guns  in  reserve,  Moody's  two 
twenty-four-pounder  howitzers  and  ono  rifle  of  Captain  Jordan's, 
relieved  the  remainder  of  Captain  Maurin's  battery  in  the  pits  left  of 
the  plank  road  ;  and  two  twelve-pounder  guns  of  Moody's  and  two  six- 
pounder  guns  of  Captain  Woolfolk's  were  relieved  by  brigade  batte 
ries,  being  out  of  ammunition.  On  the  14th  we  fired  but  few  shot, 
and  only  at  bodies  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  being  compelled  to  econo 
mise  ammunition.  On  the  night  of  the  14th  Captain  Parker  discov 
ered  a  position  enfilading  the  canal  valley,  in  front  of  the  town,  and 
two  pits  were  constructed  at  it,  which  I  occupied  before  day  with 
Moody's  twelve-pounder  guns.  When  the  fog  lifted,  the  reserves  of 
the  enemy's  pickets  could  be  seen  lying  flat  on  their  faces  in  the  val 
ley  ;  in  the  language  of  General  Burnside,  "  holding  the  first  ridge." 
A  few  well  directed  shots  by  Captain  Moody  soon,  however,  broke  this 
hold,  and  all  who  could  not  find  fresh  shelter  fled  in  confusion  to  the 
city,  under  the  fire  of  our  sharpshooters  and  several  guns  immediately 
in  their  rear.  This,  with  a  single  shot  in  the  brick  tannery,  broke  up 
entirely  the  annoying  fire  of  sharpshooters,  under  which  we  suffered 
considerably  the  day  before ;  and  for  the  rest  of  the  day  we  worked 
openly  in  our  pits,  and  fired  at  all  bodies  of  infantry  appearing  in 
town,  unannoyed.  That  night  the  town  was  evacuated.  My  especial 
thanks  are  due  to  Major  J.  R.  C.  Lewis,  for  his  cool  and  efficient 
.co-operation  in  the  execution  of  all  orders.  The  left  of  our  line  of 
batteries  was  under  his  special  supervision  for  the  last  two  days.  I 
desire  also  to  express  here  my  high  appreciation  of  the  gallantry  and 
efficiency  of  Captains  Jordan,  Rhett,  Moody,  Woolfolk  and  Parker, 
before  attested  on  many  a  hard  fought  field  and  fully  corroborated  on 
this.  Captain  Eubank,  with  the  remaining  battery  of  my  bat- 


541 

talion,  is  absent  on  detached  service.  Dr.  Gray,  surgeon,  Captain 
Franklin,  quartermaster,  and  Lieutenant  Vaughan,  commissary,  man 
aged  their  respective  departments  to  my  entile  satisfaction  My  ad 
jutant,  Lieutenant  T.  Henderson  Smith,  carried  and  executed  my 
orders,  under  all  circumstances,  with  coolness  and  judgment.  My 
especial  thanks  are  also  due  to  C  S.  Cadet  Joseph  C.  Haskell,  of  South 
Carolina,  who  volunteered  me  his  services,  and  rendered  me  indispen 
sable  assistance  in  the  supervision  of  so  extensive  a  command.  I  heg 
leave  to  recommend  him  to  the  War  Department  for  promotion. 
Lieutenants  Gillen,  Wilson,  Burroughs,  Terrill  and  Wooifolk  are 
mentioned  ju  high  terms  by  their  captains,  as  are  also  Sergeant  Cisco, 
of  Moody's,  and  Private  England, .of  Woolfolk's  battery.  The  latter » 
unfortunately,  was  killed.  I  was  personally  impressed  with  the  bear 
ing  of  Lieutenant  J.  Donnell  Smith,  of  Jordan's  battery,  commanding 
a  section  in  the  attack  on  the  evening  of  the  13th.  Corporal  Lock- 
wood,  of  his  company,  a  most  gallant  soldier,  whom  I  also  noticed 
particularly,  was  wounded,  I  fear  mortally,  in  the  night  attack.  Our 
entire  loss  was  one  killed,  tea  wounded,  and  fifteen  horses.  One 
thousand  and  eighty  rounds  -of  ammunition  were  'expended. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  ALEXANDER, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  comma/iding  Battalion. 


HEADQUARTERS  TWENTY-FIRST  MISSISSIPPI  REGIMENT,  ) 


REPORT  0F  COLONEL  HUMPHRIES. 

MISSISSIPPI 
December  17, 

To  WILLIAM  BARKSDALE, 

brigadier  General  commanding  Third  Brigade  : 

GENERAL:  As  soon  as  the  signal  guns,  on  the  morning  of  the 
Uth  instant,  announced  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  I  moved  the 
twenty-first  regiment  from  camp,  and  arrived  at  the  market-house  in 
Fredericksburg  at  day-dawn,  when,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I 
detached  the  right  wing,  under  Major  Moody,  to  go  to  the  support  of 
Captain  Govan,  of  the  seventeenth  regiment,  who  was  guarding  the 
wharf  on  the  Rappahannock,  and  then  engaged  with  the  enemy.  I 
saw  no  more  of  that  portion  of  the  regiment  during  the  day,  and  re 
spectfully  refer  you  to  Major  Moody's  report  of  his  operations.  Tho 
left  wing  I  held  in  reserve  at  the  market-house,  with  instructions  to 
support  Lieut.  Col.  Fizer,  of  the  seventeenth  regiment,  at  the  upper 
pon-toon,  constructed  by  the  enemy,  or  Captain  Govan,  if  needed. 

About  one  o'clock,  I  was  ordered  to  go  to  the  relief  of  Colonel  Fi 
zer,  but,  owing  to  a  mistake  of  my  guide  as  to  the  position  of  Colonel 
Fizer  I  was  conducted  several  hundred  yards  above  to  a  very  exposed 
position,  from  which  the  enemy  forced  me  to  retire,  by  a  heavy  fire 
from  their  artillery.  I  returned  to  the  market-house,  and  received  or 
ders  to  advance  to  the  river  and  resist  any  advance  of  the  enemy, 
who  had  then  succeeded  in  forcing  a  passage  of  the  river,  and  were 
engaged  with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fizer  and  Colonel  Carter,  of  the 
nineteenth  regiment.  I  detached  Captain  Renfoe,  with  his  company, 
to  the  foot  of  William  street,  and  Captain  Green,  with  his  company, 
to  the  foot  of  the  street  leading  from  the  Episcopal  church,  and  placed 
Captains  Stamps,  Sims  and  Q-ibson,  with  their  companies,  on  Main 
street.  By  this  time  it  was  daxk.  Captain  Green  discovered  the  en 
emy  advancing  slowly  down  the  river  bank  and  immediately  opened 
fire  upon  him.  and  stubbornly  resisted  until,  stricken  down  by  aminie 
ball,  his  company  fell  back,  bearing  his  body  with  them.  The  enemy 
pursuing,  charged  up  the  street.  Captains  Stamps,  Sims  ancl  Gibson 
opened  a  galling  fire  upon  him  and  drove  him  off  the  streets,  up  to 
wards  the  pontoon  bridge,  and  held  him  in  check  until  about  seven 
o'clock,  when  I  was  ordered  to  withdraw  my  troops  from  the  city,  and 
form  a  line  of  battle  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  on  the  telegraph  road, 
where  I  remained  until  I  was  relieved  by  the  gallant  and  lamented 
General  Cobb,  when  I  moved  back  to  camp. 

During  the  whole  day  we  were  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the  en 
emy's  batteries,  posted  on  the  opposite  heights,  sheltering  ourselvea 
as  we  could  behind  houses,  fences,  etc. 

The  officers  and  men  obeyed  every  order  with  promptness  and  alac 
rity,  and  maintained  every  position  with  a  promptness  and  constancy 
worthy  of  all  praise. 
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.  The  twenty-first  rogiment  lost,  during  the  day,  eight  killedt  twenty 
five  wounded  and  thirteen  missing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,    " 

BENJAMIN  G.  HUMPHRIES, 
Colonel  commanding  2Uf  Regiment  Mississippi  Volunteer 9. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CABELL. 

CAMP  NEAR  FREDERICKSBURG,  VIRGINIA,  > 
December  25,   1862.      1 

Major  JAMES  M.  GOGGIN,  A.  A.   G. : 

MAJOTI  :  In  conformity  with  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub 
mit  the  following  report  of  the  conduct  and  services  of  the  aatillery, 
placed  under  my  command,  during  the  recent  engagement : 

The  division  of  Major  General  McLaws  arriving  here  at  tho  hea  i 
of  the  column  on  Thursday,  the  20th,  by  a  rapid  movement,  to  inter 
cept  the  threatened  advance  of  the  enemy  at  Frederickaburg,  h 
devolved  upon  me,  under  the  direction  of  Major  General  McLaws,  to 
place  the  artillery  in  position  and  prepare  for  their  attack.  It  ha-i 
been  represented  that  the  hills  of  the  Stafford  side  of  the  ftnppihan- 
nock  completely  commanded  the  heights  on  this  side.  This  wa.s 
apparently  the  case  on  the  first  view  of  the  position,  the  upper  range 
of  hills  being  then  covered  with  forest.  Anticipating  that  the  enemy, 
who  were  in  large  force  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  would  im 
mediately  attempt  to  force  the  passage  of  the  river,  preparations  were 
at  once  made  for  resistance.  However,  the  enemy  not  attempting  ?. 
passage  then,  in  a  very  short  time  the  whole  scheme  of  defence  wa?, 
arranged  About  a  mile  above  Fredericksburg,  at  Dr.  John  R.  Tay 
lor's  residence,  the  laud  rises  abruptly  from  the  river  to  great  eleva 
tion  to  the  upper  heights.  Thesfr  upper  heights,  however,  rapidly 
recede  from  the  river  bank  and  then  take  a  course  nearly  parallel 
with,  but  at  considerable  distance  from  the  river.  These  hills,  shortly 
below  the  right *of  the  position  of  this  division,  rapidly  diminish 
until  near  Hamilton's  Crossing,  where  they  have  very  inconsiderable 
elevation.  The  hills  on  the  other  side  are  much  nearer  the  river. 
This  gave  the  enemy  great  advantage  in  an  attempt  to  cross  the  river, 
and  in  shelling  his  troops  after  they  passed  over.  On  our  right,  and 
shortly  below  Frederick  sburg,  their  whole  army  could,  and  a  large, 
portion  of  it  did,  deploy  on  this  side  of  the  river  in  almost  perfec: 
pccurif.y  from  our  artillery.  At  the  same  time,  being  under  the  cover 
of  their  artillery  on  the  Stafford  side  of  the  river,  they  we^j  nearly 
as  secure  from  an  attack  by  our  infantry.  A  knowledge  of  this  fac: 
probahly  induced  General  Burnside  to  cross  the  river,  and  his  boas: 
that,  after  the  fight  of  Saturday,  he  remained  two  days  in  the  plain, 
•waiting  and  inviting  an  attack  from  us,  is  simply  ridiculous.  Bui 
near  Dr.  Taylor's  house,  where  the  upper  heights  commence  to  recede 
from  the  river,  a  lower  range  of  hills  commences,  which,  though  also 
receding. from,  keeps  much  nearer  the  river.  This  lower  range  of 
hills  terminates  abruptly  with  Marye's  Hill,  immediately  in  rear  of 
the  town  of  Fredericksburg — the  hill  then  having  almost  the  appear 
ance  of  a  promontory,  the  low  grounds  extending  about  eight  hundred 
jards  back  to  the  base  of  the  upper  heights.  This  lower  range  c: 
.hilla  is  much  lower  than  the  hills  on  the  Stafford  side  of  the  river. 
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and  is  commanded  by  the  enemy's  artillery.  The  position  of  our  ar 
tillery  and  infantry,  made  by  Major  General  McLaws,  was  certainly 
most  happy  to  countervail  the  disadvantages  of  our  position.  While 
the  whole  line  was  under  my  direction,  I  had  recommended  that 
short-range  guns  should  be  placed  on  the  declivity  on  each  side  of 
Marye's  house,  between  the  house  and  the  stone  wall,  where  our  m- 
fantry  were  drawn  up  during  the  battle.  I  had  recommended  thisf  im 
addition  to  the  guns  on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  in  order  to  sweep  the 
plain  in  front.  The  impossibility  of  giving  guns  on  the  crest  cf  aat 
abrupt  hill  sufficient  depression  gives  great  advantages  to  a  colimm 
of  infantry,  who,  by  making  a  rapid  charg^  soon  find  themsehrea 
completely  protected  from  the  artillery  en  the  hills.  I  had  also  re 
commended  that  guns  should  be  placed  on  the  northern  side  of  the, 
plank  road,  on  the  hills  that  sweep-towards  the  upper  part  of  Frede- 
ricksburg,  as  if  for  its  protection.  These  positions  would  have  givea 
a  complete  enfilading  fire  upon  the  enemy  advancing  upon  Marye's 
Hill,  and  also  upon  their  forces  massed  in  front  of,  but  protected  by 
the  conformation  of  the  ground  from  the  fire  or  even  sight  of  the 
gunners  on  the  crest  of  the  hill.  These  dispositions,  for  some  reasons, 
were  no't  made.  Had  they  been  made,  the  repulse  would  have  beea 
even  more  signal  and  the  victory  even  more  complete  than  we  ob 
tained.  It  is  but  an  act  of  simple  justice  to  Major  General  McLawa 
to  say  that  the  disposition  of  the  artillery,  in  other  respects,  was 
such  as  he  had  chosen.  During  the  whole  of  Thursday,  the  1 1th  of 
December,  not  a  gun  was  fired  by  our  batteries,  and  our  cannoneers 
etood  quiet  spectators  of  the  enemy's  attempt  to  cross  the  river.  The 
enemy's  cannon  was. firing  almost  incessantly,  and  their  shell  fre 
quently  fell  near  our  batteries.  The  next  day,  Friday,  upon  the 
uplifting  of  the  fog,  disclosed  to  our  view  the  larger  portion  of  the 
whole  force  of  the  enemy  upon  this  side  of  the  river.  On  the  right 
of  my  position  a  battery  of  light  artillery  was  discovered,  in  position. 
A  few  well  directed  shots  from  our  batteries  caused  this  battery 
quickly  to  retire  to  a  position  still  further  to  the  right.  The  first 
position  of  this  battery,  if  retained,  would  have  been  very  annoying 
to  our  troops,  who  were  drawn  up  under  the  cover  of  the  woods  and 
in  convenient  range  of  its  guns..  This  battery  then  took  position  on 
the  other  side  of  Deep  creek,  alongside  of  several  other  batteries, 
but  its  effectiveness  was  nearly  destroyed  by  its  compelled  removal  of 
position. 

Every  battery  officer  received  the  instruction  that  he  w^s  to  fire 
with  great  deliberation,  and  to  fire  only  upon  large  bodies  of  troope. 
Of  course,  some  discretion  was  allowed  to  every  officer,  and  I  ata 
happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  that  discretion  was  generally  well  ex 
ercised.  And  one  of  the  best  proofs  of  the  effectiveness  o'f  our  firs 
was  afforded  by  their  turning  their  guns  upon  us. 

In  front  of  my  position  tho  low  grounds  extended  in  an  apparent 
plain  from  the  base  of  the  hill  to  the  river  bank.  Through  these  low 
grounds  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  railroad  and  the  river 
road  pass.  Though  apparently  a  plain,  there  are  many  inequalities 
of  the  ground,  which,  with  tkeso  roads,  enabled  the  enemy  to  mask 
35 


546 

his  approach.  All  but  five  of  our  batteries  were  so  placed  as  to  com 
mand  not  only  the  approach  of  the  enemy  on  our  right,  but  also  the 
telegraph  road  and  the  abandoned  railroad,  called  the  Fredericksburg 
and  Gordousville  railroad.  The  guns  back  of  Howison's  house,  be 
sides  this,  commanded  the  left  of  the  telegraph  road,  and  enabled  us 
to  give  an  oblique  and  almost  enfilading  fire  upon  the  enemy  advanc 
ing  from  the  various  streets  in  Fredericksburg,  and  who  wore  drawn 
up  under  the  protection  of  the  inequalities*of  the  ground  in  front  of 
Marye's  Hill.  The  main  battle  on  the  left  was  fought  to  obtain  this 
hill.  Between  this  hill  and  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  it  is  said, 
the  Rappahannock  formerly  flowed.  The  conformation  of  the  ground, 
therefore,  enabled  the  enemy  to  mask  their  troops  so  as  to  be  out  of 
view  of  our  infantry,  in  position  at 'the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill,  and  even 
from  our  artillery  on  the  hill  itself.  My  position  enabled  me  to  ob 
serve  the  enemy's  left  flank,  upon  which  our  guns  opened  a  most  de 
structive  fire.  It  was  easy  to  perceive,  from  previous  knowledge  of 
the  ground  and  the  location  of  their  left  flank,  where  their  troops 
were  massed,  and  our  batteries, "having  an  almost  enfilading  fire,  opened 
upon  them.  Through  the  valley  in  front  of  Marye's  Hill  a  sluice  for 
the  waste  waters  of  the  canal  passes.  There  is  no  passage  for  the  en 
emy's  troops  between  the  road  immediately  in  front  of  Marye's  house 
and  the  road  leading  directly  from  the  telegraph  road  to  the  depot  of 
the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  railroad.  The  approach  by  this 
latter  road  was  completely  commanded  by  our  guns.  Several  times 
their  advance  was  repulsed  by  the  well-directed  fire  of  our  batteries. 

Over  a  whole  brigade  was  displaced  and  scattered  in  confusion  to 
the  rear.  Once  they  made  for  the  railroad  cut,  .and  several  shell  from 
our  batteries  exploded  amongst  them  before  they  could  escape  from 
it.  Once  they  charged  by  attempting  to  cross  the  cut,  running  down 
one  side  and  up  the  other ;  and  again  they  attempted  to  escape  in  the 
8aine  manner.  But  on  each  occasion  a  murderous  fire  from  our  bat 
teries  caused  them  to  retire  precipitately. 

I  am  confident  that  not  only  upon  the  approach  and  the  successive 
repulses  of  the  enemy  was  the  fire  of  our  batteries  most  efficacious, 
but  that  also  it  did  great  execution  upon  the  masses  of  the  enemy  in 
front  of  Marye's  Hill. 

It  may  be  proper,  also,  to  state  another  fact  in  connection  with  the 
topography  of  the  battle-field.  The  right  of  Marye's  Hill  terminates 
almost  precipitously.  The  telegraph  road  passes  on  the  right 
of  the  hill  and  then  turns  almost  directly  at  right  angles  at  the 
foot  and  in  front  of  the  hill.  The  railroad  cut  and  embankment 
would  have  enabled  the  enemy  to  come  in  almost  perfect  security 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  right  flank  of  our  troops,  drawn  up  be 
hind  the  stone  wall  on  the  telegraph  road,  and,  by  a  rapid  charge,  to 
have  our  troops  at  the  most  serious  disadvantage.  Their  advance 
could  not  have  been  effectively  checked  by  the  artillery  on  Marye's 
Hill,  owing  to  the  conformation  of  the  ground. 

It  is  due  to  the  brave  and  skillful  officers  and  cannoneers  to  say, 
that  their  cool,  well-directed  and  most  efficient  fire  not  only  aided  ma 
terially  in  repulsing  the  direct  attack  on  Marye's  Hill,  but  in  pre- 
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venting  the  right  flank  of  this  position  being  turned  by  the  enemy. 
While  saying  this,  however,  I  wish  to  give  all  due  praise  to  the  gal- 
lawt  artillery  corps  who  occupied  so  successfully  the  crest  of  Marye's 
Hill.  I  have  been  thus  diffuse*  in  describing  the  topography  of  the  bat 
tle  field-,  as  I  think  it  due  to  our  troops,  both  infantry  and  artillery,  that 
the  fact  should  be  known,  that  not  to  the  natural  strength  of  our  po- 
sitfon,  but  to  the  skill  and  generalship  of  our  leaders,  and  the  gal 
lantry,  courage,  and  well-directed  aim  of  our  cannoneers  and  infantry, 
are  we  indebted  for  our  most  brilliant  victory. 

Forty-eight  guns  -were  placed  under  my  charge  during  the  engage 
ment  :  Captain  Reid's  battery,  three  guns  occupied,  the  position  im 
mediately  to  the  right  of  the  telegraph  road.  Next  to  this  battery, 
one  of  the  thirty- pounder  Parrott  guns  (Richmond  manufactory)  waa 
placed.  It  was  replaced  by  a  Whit  worth  gun  of  Captain  Love's  bat 
tery.  Next  on  the  right,  and  on  the  hill  back  of  Howison's  house, 
and  in  the  following  order  were  placed  two  six-pounder  smooth-bore 
guns  and  two  ten-pounder  Parrotts,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Macon,  of  the  Richmond  Fayette  artillery.  The  smoth-bore  guns 
fired  only  round  shot.  Next,  three  pieces,  Parrotts,  of  Captain  R. 
L.  Cooper's  battery.  This  battery  was  withdrawn  to  another  position 
and  replaced  by  three  pieces,  one  Parrott  and  two  three-inch  rifles,  of 
Capt.  Branch's  battery.  Next,  two  Parrotts  of  Capt.  Coalter's  battery, 
and  one  thirty-pounder  Parrott,  (Richmond  manufactory.)  This  gun 
was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Anderson,  of  Captain  Ell's  battery. 
Both  of  the  Richmond  guns  did  good  service,  but  exploded  during  the 
engagement.  Next,  one  three-inch  rifle,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Taylor,  of  Captain  Eubank's  battery.  Next,  one  ten-pounder  Par- 
rott,  commanded  by*  Lieutenant  Blunt  of  Captain  Dearing's  battery. 
Next,  five  pieces,  under  the  command  of  Major  S.  P.  Hamilton,  con 
sisting  of  two  ten-pounder  Parrotts,  of  first  company  Richmond  how 
itzers,  Captain  McCarthy,  and  three  rifled  guns  of  Captain  Ross1 
battery.  Captain  Mosely's  battery,  six  pieces,  had  been  placed  in 
the  rear  of  Marye's  Hill,  with  a  view  to  fire  upon  the  enemy,  in  case 
they  succeeded  in  taking  that  position.  This  battery  occupied  a  po 
sition  of  danger  and  responsibility,  and  their  courage  and  firmness, 
under  fire,  were  well  exhibited.  Of  this  battery,  two  men  were  wounded, 
one  horse  killed,  five  public  horses  and  Captain  Mosely's  horse 
wounded. 

Besides  these,  there  were  twelve  short-range  pieces,  under  com 
mand  of  Major  Nelson;  two  pieces  of  Captain  McCarthy's  battery, 
and  three  pieces  of  Captain  Coalter's  battery.  These  guns  did  not 
fire  during  the  engagement. 

In  the  Yankee  accounts  of  the  battle,  it  is  stated  that  about  one- 
fifth  of  the  killed  and  wounded  were  from  the  artillery.  When  it  is 
recollected  that  this  account  takes  in  the  losses  on  their  left,  where 
we  used  but  little  artillery,  it  would  seem  probable  that  their  propor 
tion  of  losses  from  the  artillery  in  the  battle  in  front  of  Marye's  Hill 
was  much  greater. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

H.  C.  CABELL, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery,  Major  Gen.  McLaws*  Div. 


REPORT  OF   CAPTAIN   D.  LANG,  OF   EIGHTH    FLORIDA 

REGIMENT. 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTH  FLORIDA  REGIMENT,  ) 
December  16,  1862.      J 

Major  J.  H.  WHITNER, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  of  Perry1  s  Brigade  : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  conformity  with  orders, 
I  moved  my  command  on  the  night  of  the  8th  instant,  above  Freder- 
icksburg,  near  the  canal,  and  relieved  the  twelfth  Mississippi  regiment, 
then  on  duty  as  a  reserve  force  for  the  support  of  our  pickets. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1  Hh  instant,  at  about  five  o'clock,  I  received 
orders  to  report  with  my  command  at  once,  at  the  market  house,  to 
Brigadier  General  Barksdale.  Before  reaching  the  above  place,  I  was 
intercepted  by  General  Barksdale  and  ordered  to  a  point  on  the  river 
forming  the  site  of  the  old  ferry,  and  instructed  to  confer  with  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel  Fizer,  commanding  seventeenth  Mississippi  regiment, 
as  to  the  best  manner  of  disposing  of  my  force  to  prevent  jthe  enemy 
from  effecting  a  crossing.  I  was  informed  by  General  Barksdale  that 
the  enemy  were  attempting  another  crossing  below  the  city,  and,  as 
the  ford  at  that  point  was  weak,  I  was  to  send  three  companies  of  my 
command  to  strengthen  the  same.  I  immediately  placed  companies  A, 
F,  and  D,  under  command  of  Captain  Boyd,  with  instructions  in  con 
formity  with  the  above.  I  then  formed  the  remaining  companies  in 
line  of  battle,  in  such  manner  as  would  best  command  the  crossing 
and  afford  a  cover  for  my  men.  The  enemy  were  seen  on  the  opposite 
bank,  drawn  up  in  two  lines  of  battle,  and  his  pontooniers  were  busily 
engaged  in  constructing  a  bridge.  It  was  understood  between  Colonel 
Fizer  and  myself — my  command  being  in  position — that  he  would  open 
fire  and  I  would  continue  the  same.  At  about  half  past  five,  A.  M., 
the  pontooniers  having  advanced  the  bridge  about  two-thirds  across  the 
river,  the  seventeenth  Mississippi  opened  fire,  and  my  command  at 
once  did  the  same,  with  good  effect,  the  enemy  being  compelled  to 
abandon  his  work  and  flee  to  points  of  security.  The  force  of  the 
enemy  supporting  the  pontooniers  immediately  opened  a  heavy  fire 
•with  artillery  and  musketry,  which  was  kept  up  almost  continuously 
the  whole  day.  Each  attempt  of  the  pontooniers  to  Continue  their 
work  was  met  by  a  well  directed  fire  from  my  command.  Four  officers 
of  my  command  arid  about  twenty  enlisted  men  were  wounded,  and 
seven  killed,  when  I  was  borne  from  the  field,  having  received  a  severe 
wound  in  the  head.  The  command  then  devolved  upon  Captain  Love, 
who  maintained  the  position,  though  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  of  shell, 
shot,  canister  and  musketry,  until  about  four  o'clock*  P.  M.,  when,  m 
accordance  with  orders,  he  withdrew  his  force.  \  regret  that  the  absence 
of  Capt.  Boyd,  who,  together  with  the  three  companies  composing  his 
command,  are  missing,  renders  it  impossible  to  give  a  report  of  the  ser 
vice  performed  by  him.  It  is  proper  to  remark  that  Captain  Boyd 
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regarded  the  position  entrusted  to  him  as  so  exposed  and  admitting 
of  so  little  means  of  escape,  that  he  objected  to  occupying  the  same 
until  the  order  was  repeated.  ^1  am  pleased  to  say  that  my  command 
behaved  in  a  manner  creditable  to  their  State  and  the  noble  cause  in 
which  they  were  engaged.  Below  I  furnish  you  with  a  list  of  the 
casualties  of  the  eighth  Florida  regiment. 

Captain  D.  Lang,  commanding  regiment,  seriously  wounded  in  the 
head ;  Assistant  Surgeon  D.  Hooper  lost  a  leg. 

Company  B — Privates  T.  M.  Gray  and  J.  N.  Marshall,  killed. 
First  Lieiftenant  Hector  Bruce,  wounded  in  neck,  slight;  corporal 
Charles  McCall,  head,  severe  ;  corporal  T.  H&rper,  hand,  slight  ;  pri 
vates  J.  P.  Bracowell,  abdomen,  serious  ;  George  S.  Lambert,  J.  F. 
Cox,  J.  R.  Prevalt,  slight;  J.  R.  Green  missing. 

Company  A. — Sergeants  J.  N.  Fielding,  wounded,  slightly;  N.  H. 
Allman,  missing.  Privates  J.  Bootright,  F.  Briant,  G.  W.  Crawley, 
J.  Driggers,  D.  Howlk,  B.  J.  Redding,  G.  B.  Ross  and  A.  Williams, 
missing. 

Company  C. — Privates  T.  Saunder^and  E.  Curl,  wounded,  severe  ; 
H.  Daughtry,  slight. 

Respectfully, 

D.  LANG, 
Captain  commanding  Regiment. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  MAURIN. 

CAMP  NEAR  DIMMAN'S  FARM,      ) 
December  18,   1862.  $ 

To  General  PERRY  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  battery  in  the  engagements  before  Fredericksburg  : 

The  signal  gun  fired  Thursday  morning,  the  llth  instant,  found 
every  man  at  his  post.  I  had  two  sections  of  my  battery  on  the 
field,  the  first  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Prosper  Landry,  and  the 
other  by  Lieutenant  Camille  Mollere.  The  four  first  bastions,  imme 
diately  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  were  the  positions  assigned  and 
occupied. 

As  soon  as  the  fog',  which  cohered  us  until  about  nine  p' clock,  A. 
M.,  had  disappeared,  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  me  from  his  enormous 
field  batteries  and  heavy  guns  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  his 
shots  falling  around,  some  striking  the  works,  but  none  doing  any 
injury.  This  he  repeated  at  intervals,  each  succeeding  day,  but  with 
no  better  result  for  him,  or  none  worse  for  me.  According  to  orders, 
I  withheld  my  fire  until  late  in  the  evening,  when  the  enemy  came 
down  to  cross,  but  the  increasing  darkness  preventing  me  from  seeing 
the  effects  of  my  shots,  I  ceased  firing. 

Friday  morning  a  company  of  sharpshooters  advanced  on  my  left, 
but  a  few  well  directed  shots  from  Mollere's  section  drove  them  back 
into  the  town.  The  enemy  was  now  seen  coming  down  in  force  from 
the  opposite  hills,  in  order  to  cross.  The  distance  was  rather  too 
great  for  much  accuracy,  yet  a  shell  from  my  ten-pound  Parrott 
proved  effective,  bursting  in  the  midst  of  an  advancing  column,  caus 
ing  it  to  stagger,  making  some  run,  and  sending  the  mounted  officers 
to  arrest  the  flight  of  the  fugitives.  That  this  shot  effected  more 
than  a  mere  panic  was  attested  a  short  time  after  by  the  arrival  on 
that  spot  of  four  ambulances,  which  returned  with  their  load  of  killed 
and  wounded. 

Saturday  morning,  a  column  of  the  enemy  being  seen  crossing 
the  street  of  which  the  plank  road  is  a  prolongation,  a  few  shots  from 
the  first  piece  forced  it  to  take  another  line  of  march,  behind  the 
brow  of  the  hills.  But  when  his  heavy  columns  debouched  from  the 
town  and  were  marching  across  the  valley,  in  linq  of  battle,  to  attack 
our  lines,  the  second  and  third  pieces  were  the  only  guns  that  could 
be  brought  to  bear  on  them,  and  so  effectually  did  they  do  this  that 
the  enemy  brought  forward  immediately,  in  front  of  the  edge  of  the 
town,  eight  pieces,  which  opened  on  me  so  furiously  that  they  suc'- 
ceeded  in  diverting  my  fire,  but  not  before  I  had  fired  more  than  two 
hundred  rounds.  Their  shots  were  so  well  directed  that  I  could  only 
occasionally  give  a  round  to  the  infantry,  whenever  the  opportunity 
occurred.  What  harm  I  did  them  their  smoke,  as  well  as  mine,  pre 
vented  me  from  seeing,  yet  I  saw  one  shell  burst  fairly  among  one  of 
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his  detachments.  A  regiment  now  came  forward  to  support  them, 
which  was  driven  back  by  Lieutenant  Mollere's  section.  It  was  thea 
that  Captain  Latrobe,  of  General  Longstreet's  staff,  came  and  sug 
gested  the  propriety  of  dislodging  two  or  three  regiments  standing 
behind  a  steep  hill,  which  not  only  protected,  but  also  concealed  them 
from  our  men,  on  whom  they  were  evidently  preparing  to  make  a 
charge.  But  my  ten-pound  Parrott  could  not  be  brought  to  bear  on 
them  without  taking  it  out  of  the  bastion,  and  to  do  this  were  to  meet 
almost  certain  death  from  the  guns  in  front,  which  had  by  this  time  ob 
tained  a  perfect  range.  However,  the  suggestion  was  no  so&ner  made 
than  Lieutenant  Landry  ordered  it  out,  and,  together  with  Captain 
Latrobe,  helped  the  men  to  pull  and  put  it  in  position.  It  was  scarcely 
out  and  not  yet  in  position,  when  cannoneer  Linopier  fell  dead, 
pierced  to  the  heart  by  a  piece  of  shell.  The  fate  of  their  comrade 
seemed  to  inspire  my  men  with  renewed  determination,  and,  un 
daunted  by  the  shots  of  the  guns  and  bullets  of  the  sharpshooters, 
which  were  flying  thick  and  fast  around  them,  they  behaved  with  the 
calm  courage  which  deserves  the  highest  praise.  The  piece  was 
loaded  and  fired  with  such  precision  that  not  one  shot  was  lost,  but 
every  one  telling  with  frightful  effect.  It  was  loaded  for  the  fourth 
time  and  was  ready  to  fire,  when  it  was  disabled  by  a  shell,  which 
broke  a  wheel  and  at  the  same  time  wounded  three  men,  (Corporal 
Thomas  Morelli,  whose  skill  as  gunner  cannot  be  too  highly  prized  ; 
and  cannoneer  Dernot  Leblanc,  whose  foot  has  since  been  amputated, 
and  P.  Perey,  severely  wounded  in  three  different  places  )  But  the 
object  was  accomplished;  some  fled,  some  were  killed,  and  the  re 
mainder  dared  not  leave  their  cover.  At  night  the  broken  wheel  was 
replaced  and  the  piece  relieved.  Of  the  first  piece,  cannoneers 
Adolphe  Grilhe  and  F.  Babin  were  wounded,  the  former  severely  and 
the  latter  slightly.  Three  horses  were  killed  and  two  wounded. 

Nothing  worth  mentioning  was  done  on  Sunday.  At  night  I  was 
relieved  by  Captain  Jordan,  after  having  been  in  position  since  Sun 
day  night,  the  1st  instant.  My  third  section,  of  six-pounder  guns, 
was  not  engaged,  but  on  Sunday  night,  the  14th  instant,  it  was  or 
dered  in  front,  where  it  is  at  present,  occupying  works  on  the  left. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  can  but  render  praise  to  Lieutenants 
Landry  and  Mollere,  for  their  gallant  conduct,  and  to  my  cannoneers 
and  drivers.  Casualties  :  one  killed  and  five  wounded  ;  three  horses 
killed  and  two  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  MAURIN, 
Captain  commanding  Donaldsonville  Artillery. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  E.  TALIAFERRO. 

HEADQUARTERS  McLAWS*  DIVISION,  Dec.  29,   1862. 
Major  J.  M.  GOGGIN,  A.  A.  G. : 

MAJOR  :  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  report  of  the  ordnance  stores 
captured  by  this  command  in  the  recent  battles  around  Fredericksburg  • 
1,51)0  small  arms  ;  200,000  rounds  of  small  arm  ammunition  ;  400 
setts  of  accoutrements;  300  hundred  knapsacks;  145  cartridge 
boxes,  extra ;  695  rounds  twelve-pounder  shell  and  spherical  case; 
120  twelve- pounder  shot;  240  rounds  of  Parrott  shells,  different 
calibres  ;  200  three-inch  shell,  of  various  kinds. 

A  considerable  proportion  of  the  shells,  which  were  collected  in  the 
streets  and  houses,  are  somewhat  damaged,  but  capable  of  being  again 
rendered  serviceable.     The  arms  and  accoutrements  are,  for  the  most 
part,  in  good  condixion,  and  the  small  arm  ammunition  uninjured. 
I  aia,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  TALIAFERRO, 
Captain  and  Ordnance  Officer  of  Division. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  LEWIS. 


HEADQUARTERS  LEWIS'  BATTERY,  Dectmber  18,  1862U 

*> 

Brigadier  General  WILCOX, 

Commanding  Brigade  : 

GENERAL  :  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  takea 
I.tr  my  battery  in  the  battle  fought  before  Fredericksburg  : 

I  was  placed  in  position  on  the  hill  immediately  opposite  the  ford 
between  Falmouth  and  Fredericksburg,  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of 
November,  and  commenced  throwing  up  earthworks  to  protect  the 
guns  and  cannoneers,  which  were  completed  before  the  enemy  at 
tempted  to  cross  the  river. 

On  Thursday  morning,  the  1  Ith  of  December,  after  the  signal  guns 
were  fired,  we  were  at  our  guns,  ready  for  action,  and  there  remained, 
without  firing  a  gun,  until  late  in  the  evening,  when  'I  saw  a  column 
Of  infantry  (about  two  regiments)  advancing  to  cross  the  upper  pon 
toon  bridge,  when  I  gave  the  command  to  commence  firing.  We 
fired  rapidly  for  a  short  time,  driving  the  second  regiment  back  be 
hind  Lacy's  house. 

A  little  later  in  the  day  we  fired  at  some  cavalry  and  artillery, 
which  soon  withdrew  from  sight.  I  could  have  fired  much  more,  but 
my  orders  were  very  strict  about  wasting  ammunition  ;  and  only  fired 
when  certain  of  doing  them  damage.  We  slept  at  our  guns  that  night. 

On  Friday,  the  1  2th  instant,  we  engaged  at  various  times  in  firing 
at  batteries  crossing  the  river.  About  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  a  column 
of  infantry  (about  a  brigade)  came  in  sight.  I  opened  on  them  im 
mediately,  throwing  shell  in  the  head  of  their  column,  scattering 
them  and  doing  them  much  damage,  causing  them  to  change  their 
course,  and  move  back  around  Lacy's  house.  When  we  ceased  firing, 
their  ambulances  came  after  the  wounded.  I  could,  with  a  glass,  see 
many  dead  lying  on  the  field  after  the  ambulances  had  carried  off  the 
wounded.  Later  in  the  day  I  fired  at  some  cavalry  crossing  the  river 
at  the  ford.  Again  their  ambulances  were  called  into  use. 

On  Saturday,  I  fired  on  infantry,  cavalry  and  artillery,  whenever 
they  came  within  easy  range,  with  what  effect  I  could  not  tell. 

On  Sunday,  •!  only  fired  a  few  shots,  at  cavalry.  Up  to  Sunday 
night,  we  fired  about  four  hundred  rounds,  at  which  time  I  was  re 
lieved  by  a  battery  of  smooth-bore  guns,  and  moved  back  to  the  posi 
tion  formerly  occupied  by  Captain-  Woolfolk's  battery,  sincQ*which 
time  we  have  remained  quiet. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that,  although  subjected  to  an  enfilading  fire 
of  more  than  twenty  guns,  (and  some  of  them  »their  heaviest,)  our 
works,  though  frequently  struck,  were  so  strong  that  none  passed 
through,  but  several  passed  over  the  top  and  through  the  embrasure 
into  the  pits.  I  lost  none  killed,  and  only  two  wounded  —  privates 
Hughes,  in  leg  slightly,  and  Hailey,  in  head,  from  concussion.  One 
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horse  was  slightly  wounded.     I  think  we  could  have  done  them  much 
more  damage  but  for  defectiveness  of  ammunition,  causing  us  to  lay 
aside  our  former  experience  of  artillerists. 
I  have,  General,  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  LEWIS, 
Captain  commanding  Lewis'  Light  Artillery. 


REPORT  O*1  CAPTAIN  GOVAN. 

HEADQUARTERS  COMPANY  B,  SEVENTEENTH  MISSISSIPPI  REG'T,  > 

December  31,  1862.      $ 

Colonel  FizERf 

Seventeenth  Mississippi  Regiment : 

SIR:  The  Florida  companies  that  reported  to  me  on  the  llth  in 
stant  were  ordered  into  position  on  my  right.  The  entire  command, 
in  my  opinion,  did  not  constitute  forty  men.  They  were  ordered  to 
conform  to  the  movement  of  the  command.  The  officers  in  command 
of  said  companies  failed  repeatedly  to  obey  my  commands,  when  ordered 
to  fire  on  the  bridge-builders  ;  and  so  silent  was  his  command  that  I 
hardly  knew  he  was  in  position.  His  excuse  for  not  firing  was  that 
his  position  was  too  much  exposed,  and  firing  would  draw  the  fire  of 
artillery.  I  was  informed  that  the  officer  was  withdrawing  his  com 
mand  by  two  o'clock.  I  passed  the  order  down  the  line  to  fall  back, 
which  was  promptly  obeyed.  I  am  confident  that  if  any  were  cap 
tured  it  was  from  inefficiency,  and  from  fear  of  being  killed  in  the 
retreat.  The  position  was  held  until  sunset. 
•  Very  respectfully, 

A.  R.  GOVAN,  Captain  Compnty  B, 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL   FIZER. 

HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTEENTH  MISSISSIPPI  REGIMENT,  ) 
Near  Fredericksburg,  December  31,  1862.      { 

Lieutenant  JOHN  A.  BARKSDALE, 

A.  A.  A.  General  Third  Brigade : 

LIEUTENANT  :  It  becoming  my  duty  to  report  to  you  the  action  of 
the  eighth  Florida  regiment,  commanded  by  Captain  Lang,  during  the 
engagement  at  Fredericksburg,  December  11,  1862,  1  submit  the 
following : 

About  five  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  the  morning  of  the  llth,  General 
Barkadale  came  to  me,  at  the  ferry  near  Commerce  street,  accompa 
nied  by  a  portion  of  the  eighth  Florida  regiment,  numbering  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  I  suppose.  He  said  to  me,  "  assist  Cap 
tain  Lang,  commanding,  in  putting  his  battalion  in  position,"  which  I 
proceeded  to  do  immediately,  suggesting  to  Captain  L.  to  place  his 
battalion  on  my  left,  which  could  be  in  point-blank  range  of  the 
enemy,  above  the  bridge  then  being  rapidly  constructed  by  them — my 
regiment  bearing  on  the  front  and  from  a  point  below.  Such  dispo 
sition  being  made,  we  easily  swept  the  enemy  from  their  bridge,  from 
above,  *below  and  in  front.  The  battalion  did  good  service  and  acted 
gallantly  while  commanded  by  Captain  L.  He  obeyed  my  sugges-^ 
tions  with  alacrity,  and  proved  himself  a  worthy,  gallant  and  efficient 
ofccer,  but  fell,  severely  wounded,  about  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  after 
which  time  I  received  but  little  aid  from  the  regiment,  as  it  seemed 
troubled  and  in  want  of  a  commander.  I  am  compelled  to  state  that 
a  certain  lieutenant  (his  name  I  do  not  recollect)  so  far  forgot  himself 
as  to  draw  his  pistol  and  threaten  tojdll  some  of  my  sharpshooters  if 
they  fired  again,  as  it  would  draw  the  enemy's  firo  on  the  position. 
As  to  the  conduct  of  the  portion  of  the  regiment  sent  to  reinforce 
Captain  Govan,  I  refer  you  to  his  enclosed  report. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  C.  FIZER, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Reg't. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  FIZER. 

HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTEENTH  MISSISSIPPI  REGIMENT,  > 
Near  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Dec.  19,  1862.       \ 

To  JOHN  R.  BARKSDALE, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  following  report  of  the  action 
of  the  seventeenth  regiment  Mississippi  volunteers,  while  defending 
the  passage  of  the  Rappahannock,  opposite  the  city  of  Fredericksburg, 
on  the  morning  of  the  llth  December,  1962  : 

Being  ordered  to  the  city  on  picket  duty  on  the  9th  instant,  I  was 
ordered  to  dispose  of  my  regiment  so  as  to  guard  the  river  from  the 
ferry  to  a  point  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  below.  I  promptly 
made  such  disposition  as  I  thought  would  check  the  enemy,  if  he  at 
tempted  to  force  &  passage  at  or  between  either  popit  indicated.  The 
line  of  pickets  consisted  of  two  wings,  the  right  commanded  by  Gap- 
tain  A.  G.  Govan,  and  the  left  by  Captain  A.  J.  Pulliam.  The  reserve 
I  stationed  at  or  near  the  market-house.  Abouteleven  o'clock,  P.  M., 
of  the  10th  instant,  you  ordered  me  to  double  my  pickets,  which  was 
promptly  done,  by  sanding  to  the  right  wing  companies  I  and  K,  and 
to  the  left  companies  H  and  C;  and,  about  four  o'clock,  A  M.,  of  the 
llth  instant,  you,  in  person,  ordered  me  with  my  reserve,  consisting 
of  companies  D,  E,  G,  and  part  of  F,  to  repair  at  once  to  the  upper 
ford,  as  the  enemy  were  rapidly  putting  in  their  pontoons,  preparatory 
to  crossing.  I  reached  the  point  as  soon  as  possible,  and,  on  getting 
there,  found  the  enemy  busily  working  on  the  bridge,  having  extend 
ed  it  about  thirty  feet  on  the  water.  On  reaching  this  point,  I  relieved 
Captain  Pulliam  and  assumed  command  in  person.  You  having  left  it 
discretionary  with  me  when  to  begin  the  attack,  I  immediately  made 
euch  disposition  of  the  sev.en  companies  as  I  thought  would  be  most 
effective.  Knowing  there  were  many  families  occupying  the  houses 
on  the  margin  of  the  river,  I  deemed  it  proper  tonotify  all  the  women 
and  children  of  their  danger,  and  give  them  time  to  get  from  under 
range  of  the  enemy's  guns.  This  being  accomplished  about  five,  A. 
M.,  I  ordered  my  men  to  fire  on  the  bridge  builder,:,  which  they 
obeyed  promptly  and  deliberately,  and  I  think  with  stunning  effect, 
the  command  being  echoed  by  Captain  Govan  on  the  right,  in  the  same 
manner  and  with  equal  effect,  causing  the  enemy  to  throw  down  their 
implements  and  quit  their  work  in  great  confusion.  After  which 
they  immediately  opened  a  heavy,  galling  and  concentrated  fire  of 
musketry  and  artillery  upon  both  wings  for  an  hour,  and,  supposing 
they  had  driven  us  from  our  position,  they  again  began  their  work  on 
the  bridges.  But  as  soon  as  we  discovered  them  at  work  we  renewed 
the  attack  and  drove  them  pell  mell  from  the  bridges.  They  made  nine 
desperate  attempts  to  finish  their  bridges,  but  were  severely  punrshed 
and  promptly  repulsed  at  every  attempt.  They  used  their  artillery 
incessantly,  with  a  heavy  detachment  of  sharpshooters,  for  twelve  hour3,4 
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we  holding  our  position  firmly  the  whole  time  until  about  half  past 
four,  P.  M.,  when  they  increased  their  artillery  and  infantry,  and 
their  batteries  becoming  so  numerous  and  concentrated,  we  could  not 
•  use  our  rifles.  Being  deprived  of  all  protection,  we  were  compelled 
to  fall  back  to  Caroline  street,  and,  from  there,  were  ordered  from 
town.  Having  to  abandon  my  position  (on  th'e  left)  believing  Captain 
Govan  still  holding  the  lower  bridge,  and  knowing  the  enemy  to  have 
crossed,  I  immediately  despatched  a  courier'to  notify  him  to  fall  back, 
fearing  he  would  be  taken.  He  rendered  me  very  valuable  assistance, 
nnd  held  his  position  firmly  and  with  great  gallantry  and  unusual 
firmness,  supported  by  a  part  of  the  gallant  eighteenth  Mississippi 
regiment,  composed  of  companies  A,  I  and  K.  Lieutenant  lladcliff 
deserves  special  notice  for  his  able  assistance  to  Captain  Govan.  I 
call  your  attention  especially  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant 
Ourster,  commanding  company  F.  Much  credit  is  due  to  Lieutenant 
G.  E.  Thurmond,  company  B,  acting  adjutant,  for  .his  promptness, 
coolness  and  efficiency  in  face  of  danger.  Lieutenant  Sweeney,  of 
company  D,  deserves  much  credit  for  promptness  and  efficiency. 
Captain  G.  R.  CcRry,  with  his  gallant  company,  stood  the  shot  and 
shell  like  veterans,  as  did  the  commands  of  Captains  Pulliam  and 
Middleton  and  Lieutenants  Patton  and  Lindly.  I  cannot  close  without 
according  to  Wm.  C.  Nelson,  private  of  company  G,  the  highest  praise 
for  his  services  as  courier,  bearing  dispatches  when  shot  and  shell  fell 
thickest  and  fastest.  Much  credit  is  also  due  to  private  C.  H.  John 
son,  company  F,  for  his  valuable  services  as  courier.  First  Lieu 
tenant  Jonas  B.  Clayton,  company  G,  quit  his  post,  severely  wounded, 
about  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  after  having  done  valuable  service  with  his 
gallant  company.  Colonel  Carter,  of  the  thirteenth  Mississippi  regi 
ment,  furnished  me  with  ten  valuable  sharpshooters,  which  rendered 
valuable  service. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  C.  FIZER, 
Lieut.  Col.  commanding  \lth  regijnent  Mississippi  vols. 

P.  S. — The  casualties  in  the  regiment  during  the  engagement  were 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  killed,  wounded  and  missing. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  RICE. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  BATTALION  S.  C.  INFANTRY,  ; 
December  22,  1S$2.  } 

CAPTAIN:  On  Saturday  morning,  13th  instant,  the  third  battalion, 
Kershaw's  brigade,  McLaws'  division,  South  Carolina  infantry,  was 
ordered. by  Brigadier  General  Kershaw  to  change  position,  from  that 
first  assigned  to  it,  to  the  mill  on  the  crest  south  of  Fredericksburg,  there 
to  guard  a  gap  in  the  railroad  embankment  and  prevent  its  passage  by 
enemy.  The  order  was  immediately  executed,  but  the  enemy  failing 
to  make  his  appearance  at  or  near  the  gap,  the  battalion  was  not  ac 
tively  engaged  in  the  battle  of  the  13th  instant.  This  position  was 
lield  by  the  battalion  until  the  night  of  the  16th  instant,  when  it  was 
ordered  on  picket  guard.  On  Saturday  morning,  while  marching  to 
the  mill,  private  A.  W.  Anderson,  company  A,  was  severely  wounded 
in  the  head  by  a  shell  from  the  enemy's  guns.  On  Tuesday,  the  16th 
instant,  private  Wesley  Bryant,  company  E,  was  killed  by  a  frag 
ment  of  shell. 

The  above  report  of  the  whereabouts  of  the  third  battalion  South 
Carolina  infantry,  during  the  battle  of  the  13th  instant,  is  respect 
fully  submitted. 

•  Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  RICE, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Third  Battalion  South,  Carolina  Infantry. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  BLAND. 

• 

HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  SOUTH  CAROLINA  REGIMENT,  ) 
Camp  near  Fredericks-burg,  Fa,,  Dec.  19,  1862.      \ 

Captain  R.  C.  HOLMES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  upon  hearing  the  signal 
guns,  on  the  morning  of  the  llth  instant,  J  formed  my  regiment, 
about  four  o'clock,  and  marched  to  the  position  assigned  me  in 
line,  on  the  hill  to  the  right  of  the  telegraph  road  and  left  of  Captain 
Read's  battery.  I  deployed  forward  the  flank  companies,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards,  to  a  ditch  in  rear  of  a  field  upon  the  edge  of  the  open 
plain.  This  position  we  occupied  during  the  bombardment  of  the 
city  and  crossing  the  river  by  the  enemy.  At  seven  o'clock,  P.  M., 
on  the  12th,  I  received  orders  to  occupy,  with  the  regiment,  the 
ground  held  by  our  line  of  skirmishers  and  open  rifle-pits  during  the 
night,  advancing  my  skirmishers  in  tlie  open  field  in  fro,nt,  The 
rifle-pits  were  finished  and  occapied  by  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  the 
13ch,  (Saturday.)  About  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  enemy  advanced  ami 
attacked  the  position  held  by  General  Cobb's  brigade,  of  which  en 
gagement  we  were  q  ct  spectators,  until  one  o'clock,  Jp.  M.,  when  1 
received  orders,  witii  ine  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  to  reinforce 
General  Cobb.  I  mo. .  d  by  the  left  flank,  in  rear  of  the  third  South 
Carolina  regiment,  do  n  the  telegraph  road  for  one  hundred  and  fifty 
yards,  then  filed  to  the  left,  across  Hazel  Run.  up  the  bluff  in  rear  of 
Colonel  Walton's  battery,  to  the  hill  in  rear  of  Marye  house,  where 
I  met  Lieutenant  Doby,  of  General  Kerbhaw's  staff,  who  ordered  me 
to  form  the  regiment  in  rear  of  Colonel  Nance's  third  South  Carolina, 
which  was  on  the  left  and  upon  a  line  with  the  Marye's  bouse.  Im 
mediately  after  I  formed  line,  with  the  fifteenth  South  Carolina  filed  in 
piy  rear.  At  this  time  I  lost  several  of  my  officers  and  men  wounded 
by  fragments  of  shell ;  among  them  Captains  Roper  and  Hudgen^ 
and  Lieutenant  Lovelace.  In  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  1  was 
called  upon  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  fifteenth  North  Carolina 
regiment  to  reinforce  him.  I  at  once  moved  by  the  right  flank  into 
his  position,  which  was  to  the  right  and  front  of  the  Marye  house, 
my  three  left  companies  being  in  front  of  the  house.  The  position  was 
a  good  one,  with  the  crest  of  the  hill  just  in  our  front,  at  which  point 
it  descended  rapidly  towards  the  enemy.  About  seventy  yards  below, 
and  in  front  of  us,  was  the  telegraph  road,  with  a  stone  wall  or  fence 
on  the  enemy's  side,  behind  which  rested  three  regiments  of  Cobb's 
brigade,  and  the  second  and  eighth  South  Carolina  regiments,  the  two 
latter  having  just  reinforced  them.  The  knoll  in  my  front  rendered 
it  impossible  for  us  to  injure  our  friends,  but  placed  us  in  fine  range 
of  our  enemies.  We  would  load  and  advance  to  fire,  and  then  fall 
back  to  reload.  My  right  flank  was  exposed,  by  a  :  slight  depression 
in  the  hill,  to  an  oblique  fire  from  the  enemy,  which  was  taken  ad- 
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vantage  of.  Hence  the  greater  loss  in  the  right  wing.  We  continued 
in  the  engagement  until  night,  when  the  final  charge  was  made  and 
the  enemy  repulsed.  My  officers  and  men  behaved  as  become  South 
Carolinians  and  soldiers  of  Kershaw's  brigade.  I  received  valuable 
assistance  from  Major  J.  S.  Hard  and  Adjutant  Car-will,  of  this  regi 
ment,  and  Lieutenant  Doby,  of  General  Kershaw's  staff,  whose  gallant 
conduct  cannot  be  too  highly  spoken  of.  After  night,  I  relieved,  by 
order,  Phillip's  legion,  of  General  Cobb's  brigade,  which  was  behind 
tfce  stone  fence  before  mentioned,  in  my  late  front.  We  held  this 
j.^sition,  with  the  wings  doubled,  occasionally  exchanging  shots  with 
the  enemy,  until  Tuesday  morning,  10th  instant,  when  I  was  ordered 
into  the  city  on  picket  duty.  We  were  relieved  by  one  of  General 
Ivarksdale's  regiments,  at  seven  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  marched  backed 
to  camp,  having  been  absent  six  days  and  five  nights.  Drs.  Shine 
sad  Carlisle  displayed  their  usual  skill  and  energy  in  caring  for  the 
Bounded.  My  loss  was  four  killed  and  fifty-seven  wounded.  Most  of 
the  wounds  are  slight. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELBERT  BLAND, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding  Seventh  South  Carolina  Regimtr.t. 
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REPORT  OF  ]VIAJOR  MOODY. 

B,  G.  HUMPHREYS, 

Colonel  commanding  Twenty -First  Regiment  Mississijypi  Voh. : 

SIR:  In  compliance  with  your  order,  on  tBe  morning  of  the  lltla 
December,  I  took  command  of  the  right  wing  of  the  fourth  regiment, 
composed  of  the  following  companies  :  company  A,  Lieutenant  Wall- 
cott ;  company  C,  Lieutenant  Longsfield  ;  company  H,  Lieutenant 
Erien  ;  Company  F,  Captain  Fitzgerald;  company  G,  Captain  Dud 
ley,  and  moyed  to  the  support  of  Captain  Govan,  of  the  seventeenth 
Mississippi  regiment,  who  was  holding  the  enemy  in  check  at  the 
bridge,  at  the  lower  portion  of  the  town.  Immediately  upon  arriving 
I  ordered  company  G  to  his  support,  but  found  that  he  had  all  the 
men  he  could  use  to  advantage. 

This  wing  remained  in  line  in  the  road,  about  ono  hundred  yards  in 
trie  rear  of  Captain  Govan's  position,  unprotected  from  A.  M.  to  P. 
IL  The  dense  fog,  which  had  before  concealed  us  from  the  enemy, 
taen  cleared,  and  they  concentrated  their  fire  upon  this  wing.  I  im 
mediately  ordered  the  command  to  retire  about  three  hundred  yards, 
cut  of  range  of  the  enemy's  fire.  About  four,  P.  M.,  Captain  Govan 
gsnt  to  me  for  assistance,  I  ordered  forward  companies  C  and  F,  which 
order  was  obeyed  with  promptness.  In  the  meantime,  Captain  Govan 
r  reived  orders  from  General  Barksdale  to  retire.  I  then  took  posi- 
t:on  on  the  railroad,  a  short  distance  in  the  rear,  leaving  two  compa- 
E.ies  at  the  deep  cut  on  the  road,  and  the  other  three  I  stationed  near 
the  telegraph  road,  within  supporting  distance,  and  remained  in  this 
position  until  ordered  by  you,  about  ten,  P.  M.,  to  return  to  camp. 
You,  sir,  have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  this  wing.  From  six,  A. 
H.,  to  one,  P.  M.,  they  were  exposed  to  the  hottest  fire  I  ever  wit 
nessed,  and  I  saw  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  officers  or  men  to  move 
from  their  position  until  ordered.  Captain  Govan  and  the  brave  men 
cf  his  command  are  deserving  of  the  highest  praise.  Up  to  the  time 
ho  was  ordered  to  leave  his  position,  the  enemy  had  not  succeeded  in 
liying  a  plank.  Braver  officers  and  men  than  Captain  Govan  and  his 
command  connot  be  found.  The  following  is  a  correct  list  of  the  killed 
a,?.d  wounded  of  the  right  wing  :  company  A,  one  killed,  two  woundeds 
company  C,  four  wounded ;  company  H,  six  killed,  three  wounded ; 
company  F,  four  wounded;  company  G,  two  killed,  five  wounded. 
Total,  nine  killed,  eighteen  wounded  and  three  missing. 
I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  W.  MOODY, 
Major  Twenty-First  Regiment  Mississippi  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  NANCE,  COMMANDING  REGIMENT. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  S.  C.  REGIMENT, 
December  20>  1862. 

Captain  C.  R.  HOLMES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

SIR  :  As  senior  officer  in  command  of  the  third  South  Carolina  re 
giment,  the  duty  devolves  upon  me  to  detail  the  operations  of  the 
same  in  the  recent  engagement  at  Fredericksburg,  Virginia.  The 
regiment  was  aroused  about  five  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  Thursday,  the 
1 1th  instant,  by  the  firing  of  the  signal  guns,  and  soon  afterwards  at 
courier  from  Brigadier  General  Kershaw  notified  the  Colonel  com 
manding  that  the  enemy  were  attempting  to  cross  the  Rappahannock 
river,  opposite  Fredericksburg,  and  ordered  me  to  occupy  its  place  in; 
the  line  of  battle,  previously  designated.  Accordingly,  the  regiment 
was  put  in  motion,  and,  about  six  o'clock,  A.  M.,  was  put  in  position 
en  the  hill  on  the  right  of  the  telegraph  road,  and  on  the  left  of  Cap 
tain  Reid's  battery,  with  Jhe  seventh  South  Carolina  volunteers,  com 
manded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bland,  on  our  right,  and  the  second- 
South  Carolina  volunteer  regiment,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  John. 
D.  Kennedy,  on  our  left.  Two  companies  of  skirmishers  (Captais 
Hance's  company  A,  of  rifles,)  and  Captain  Nance's  company  E,  rifles^ 
were  deployed  so  as  to  cover  the  front  of  our  regiment,  and  placed  in 
the  ditch  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  occupied  by  the  regiments.  The  or 
ders  given  these  company  commanders  were  to  hold  their  positions  as 
long  as  possible,  and,  when  compelled,  to  fall  back  upon  the  regiments. 

Thursday  and  Friday  witnessed  no  advance  by  the  enemy  upon  our 
immediate  lines.  On  Friday  night,  the  line  of  battle  was  changed 
from  the  top  of  the  hill  to  its  base,  the  regiments  occupying  the 
position  previously  held  by  the  two  companies  of  skirmishers.  This 
position  was  strengthened,  during  the  night,  by  digging  pits  and 
throwing  up  earthen  breastworks. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  13th  instant,  the  enemy  opened  fire 
upon  the  right  and  left  of  our  lines,  at  about  nine  o'clock.  About 
ten  minutes  before  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Colonel  Nance  received,  an  or 
der  from  Brigadier  General  Kershaw  to  extend  his  lines  so  as.5b  oc 
cupy  the  works  of  the  second  South  Carolina  regiment  on  our  left; 
This  order  was  subsequently  revoked  upon  the  information  that  Col 
onel  Kennedy  had  left  a  company  to  do  this.  About  fifteen  minutes 
after  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  a  verbal  order  was  extended  by  Brigadier 
General  Kershaw,  ordering  Colonel  Nance  to  move  his  command,  by 
the  way  he  would  designate,  to  the  support  of  Brigadier  General  T. 
R.  R.  Cobb's  command.  The  regiment  was  accordingly  moved  down 
the  earthworks  into  the  telegraph  road,  then  down  the  telegraph  road 

near  the  mill  on creek,  and  then  up  the  newly  made  road,  to  the 

top  of  the  hill  just  in  rear  of  the  cemetery,  and  from  that  point  across 
the  field  in  the  rear  of  Marye's  house,  where  Brigadier  General  Ker 
shaw  ordered,  through  Major  Gaillard,  of  the  second  South  Carolina 
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regiment,  that  tlie  regiment  should  form  inline  of  battle  and  advance 
on  a  line  with  the  second  South  Carolina  regiment.  An  order  was 
received  through  Lieutenant  A.  E.  Doby,  aid-de-camp,  to  the  effect 
that  our  right  should  rest  upon  Marye's  house.  Soon  after,  Lieuten 
ant  A.  E.  Doby,  aid-de-camp,  insisted  that  the  enemy  should  not  be 
allowed  to  gain  possession  of  Marye's  house,  and  although  only  six 
companies  on  the  line,  Colonel  Nance  promptly  brought  the  line  for- 
•ward.  As  the  regiment  reached  the  position,  on  a  line  with  the  front 
of  Marye's  house,  it  was  exposed  to  a  most  murderous  fire  frcm  the 
enemy,  plainly  visible  from  that  point.  The  line  was  ordered  to  move 
across  the  chain  fence.  TKe  remaining  four  companies  had  previ- 
oush  joined  the  advancing  line,  and  the  ranks  made  complete.  When 
the  line  reached  the  top  cf  the  hill,  the  order  to  fire  was  given,  and  the 
effects  must  have  been  terrrible,  as  i*he  shots  were  delivered  coolly  an-1 
•with  an  evident  intention  to  kill.  About  this  time,  Colonel  James 
D.  Nance  fell,  wounded  in  the  thigh.  Not  long  afterwards,  Lieuten 
ant  Colonel  William  D.  Rutherford  fell,  shot  through  the  right  side, 
and  not  long  afterwards,  Major  Robert  C.  Maffct  was  disabled  by  a 
ball  through  his  arm.  Here,  too,  Captain  Rutherford  P.  Todd,  who 
was  acting  as  a  field  officer,  was  disabled  by  a  ball  in  an  artery  of  the 
right  arm.  Colonel  James  D.  Nanco,  while  lying  down  wounded, 
suggested  to  Captain  William  W.  Ilance,  then  commanding,  that  it 
would  be  better  to  move  the  regiment  back  a  few  paces  into  a  road, 
parallel  to  the  line  of  battle,  leading  from  the  Marye  house  to  a  street 
on  our  left,  perpendicular  to  our  line  of  battle.  Whilst  occupying 
this  position,  a  vigorous  and  well-directed  fire  was  kept  up  on  the  va 
rious  line?,  whenever  thej  attempted  to  advance  or  exposed  themselves. 
Sharpshooters,  posted  about  the  Marye  house,  dealt  constant  and  well- 
directed  fire  upon  the  enemy.  \Captains  William  E.  Hance  and  John 
C.  Summer  both  fell,  while  in  command  of  the  regimen-t,  the  for 
mer  having  his  leg  badly  shattered ;  the  latter  killed  by  a  grape-shot 
through  the  head.  The  command  then  devolved  upon  myself,  being  the 
senior  officer  present.  About  six  o'clock,  P.  M  ,  Lieutenant  A.  E.  Doby, 
aid-de-camp,  delivered  an  order  to  move  the  regiment  about  a  hun 
dred  yards  beyond  our  position  at  the  Marye  house,  and  behind  a 
stone  fence,  connecting  with  the  left  of  the  position  of  Phillips'  le 
gion.  Soon  afterwards  an  order  came,  through  Capt.  C.  R.  Holmes, 
asfcis^nt  adjutant  general,  to  throw  forward  skirmishers,  covering  the 
line  of  the  regiment.  Accordingly,  First  Lieutenant  R.  H.  Wright, 
commanding  company  E,  was  sent  forward,  and,  as  his  command  drew 
near  some  dwelling-houses,  just  in  front  of  the  regiment,  he  was  fired 
upon  by  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  posted  in  the  houses.  Under 
these  circumstances,  and  the  further  fact  that  night  was  upon  us,  the 
line  of  skirmishers  were  drawn  back  some  considerable  distance. 
About  seven  o'clock,  Brigadier  General  Kemper,  with  two  hundred 
and  ninety  men  from  his  command,  by  the  order  of  Major  General 
Ransom,  relieved  this  command  of  its  position  in  the  immediate  front, 
*nd  by  the  order  of  Brigadier  General  Kershaw,  conveyed  through 
Adjutant  G.  J.  Pope,  the  regiment  was  moved  back  over  the  hill  oc 
cupied  by  our  batteries,  near  the  mill  on  the creek,  where  the 
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third  South  Carolina  battalion,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Rice,  was  posted,  and  there  remained  until  the  night  of  the  loth  in 
stant,  when,  under  orders  received  from  Brigadier  General  Kershaw, 
the  regiment  was  marched  back  into  its  former  camp. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  complimenting  the  command  at  the  daunt 
less  spirit  and  bravery  displayed  thoughout  by  the  officers  and  men. 
All  seemed  to  realize  the  call  made  upon  them,  and  none^  failed  to  re 
spond. 

The  fire  the  regiment  was  called  upon  to  sustain  was  certainly  not 
surpassed  by  that  at  Savage  Station,  Maryland  Heights  and  Sharps- 
burg.  The  command  suffered  severely  in  killed  and  wounded,  as  the 
accompanying  list  will  show.  There  were  twenty-five  killed  and  one 
hundred  and  forty-two  wounded;  total  loss,  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven. 

Strength — Thirty-six  commissioned  officers,  three  ^hundred  and 
sixty-four  enlisted  men;  total,  four  hundred. 

Respectfully, 

J.  K.  NANCE, 
Captain  commanding  Thii  d  South  Carolina 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  LUSE. 

CAMP  BARKSDALE'S  BRIGADE,      > 
Near  Fredericksburg,'  Va.,  December  19,  1862.5 

General  BARKSDALE  : 

SIR  :  It  becomes  ray  duty  to  report  to  you  the  action  of  the  eigh 
teenth  Mississippi  regiment  in  the  late  battle  of  Fredericksburg  : 

The  night  of  the  10th  instant  the  regiment  picketed  the  river  for 
about  half  a  mile  above,  arid  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below,  the  mouth  of 
Deep  Run  ;  that  portion  of  the  regiment  not  on  post  being  encamped 
at  Mrs.  Ferneyhough's  house,  on  the  river  road.  About  midnight  I 
received  orders  from  you  to  double  my  pickets,  which  was  immedi 
ately  done.  Between  this  time  and  daylight  I  received  information 
from  my  pickets  that  the  enemy  were  preparing  to  throw  a  pontoon 
bridge  across  the  river,  opposite  the  lower  post,  above  the  mouth  of 
Deep  Run.  You,  being  present  at  the  time,  ordered  me  to  send  three 
companies  to  support  Captain  Govan,  of  the  seventeenth  Mississippi 
regiment,  above,  and  to  take  the  rest  of  my  command  to  the  river,  to 
guard  the  point  at  which  it  was  reported  the  enemy  were  construct 
ing  the  bridge,  opposite  my  line.  This  was  done  at  once.  I  went 
myself  to  examine  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  heard  them 
throw  in  the  first  boat,  about  half  an  hour  before  day.  Judging  them, 
to  be  within  easy  range  of  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run,  I  lined  the  banks 
with  sharpshooters,  in  addition  to  the  pickets.  Their  boats  were 
thrown  in  with  great  rapidity  from  this  time  until  daylight,  when  I 
discovered  that  the  boats  had  been  floated  down  the  river  several 
hundred  yards,  making  the  place  of  crossing  below  and  out  of  range 
from  Deep  Run.  1  immediately  ordered  my  two  companies  of  sharp 
shooters  down  to  the  crossing,  to  open  fire  on  the  enemy  simultane 
ously  with  the  pickets  in  their  front,  and  moved  up  with  the  rest  of 
the  regiment,  getting  in  position  and  removing  a  paling  fence  just  as 
the  fire  was  opened  in  front.  The  enemy  were  driven  from  the 
bridge,  and  their  supports  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  broke 
ranks  and  were  with  difficulty  rallied.  Having  accomplished  this, 
pickets  were  posted  near  enough  to  watch  the  further  movement  of 
the  enemy,  with  two  companies  concealed  very  near  the  crossing  to 
resist  any  further  work  on  the  bridge  or  attempt  to  cross  it,  one  com 
pany  remaining  on  the  upper  side  of  Deep  Run  by  your  order.  The 
remaining  four  companies  of  the  regiment  I  placed  in  the  ravine  in 
front  of  the  crossing,  posting  one  where  the  river  road  crosses  Deep 
Ilun,  tp  guard  the  point  against  any  sudden  move  of  the  enemy.  The 
companies,  thus  stationed,  remained  in  the  position  above  described 
until  about  noon,  when  two  regiments  came  to  reinforce  me,  one 
forming  on  my  right,  the  other  on  my  left.  The  ground  which  three 
<of  my  companies  occupied  being  embraced  in  the  positions  of  the 
above  mentioned  regiments,  I  brought  them  in,  and  remained  in  posi 
tion  to  resist  the  crossing  or  advance  of  the  enemy  until  half-past 
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three,  P.  M.,  when  Colonel  DeSaussure,  commanding  the  reinforce 
ments  sent  me,  communicated  to  me  an  order  from  General  Kershaw, 
to  fall  back  to  the  river  road,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  to  ovr 
rear,  leaving  one  company,  (C,)  Captain  Cassell's,  in  the  ravine,  wit  a 
instructions  to  fire  on  the  enemy  as  he  advanced.  This  order  was  exe 
cuted.  The  enemy  crossed  in  our  front  between  sundown  and  dark, 
and,  advancing  his  skirmishers,  encountered  Captain  Cassell's  com 
pany,  who  fired  on  them  and  retired,  in  obedience  to  their  instructions, 

It  is  but  just  to  stat^that  all  the  above  movements,  after  daylight, 
were  performed  under  a  destructive  fire  of  the  numerous  guns  of  the 
enemy  posted  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  that  all  the  dan. 
gerous  duties  assigned  them  were  performed,  by  officers  and  men, 
with  the  steadiness  of  veterans. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  LUSE, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Regiment. 


EEPORT  OF  CAPTAIN    STACKHOUSE,  COMMANDING 

REGIMENT. 

REGIMENTAL  QUARTERS,  EIGHTH  SOUTH    CAROLINA  REGIMENT, 

December  19,   1862. 

Brigadier  General  KERSHAW  : 

GENERAL  :  In  obedience  to  orders  contained  in  circular  of  thia 
date,  requiring  the  commanders  of  regiments,  battalions  and  batte 
ries  to  make  reports  of  the  engagements  of  their  commands  in. 
the  late  action  in  front  of  Fredericksburg,  I  submit  the  following 
report : 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 1th  December  instant,  on  hearing  the  sig 
nal  guns,  I  formed  my  regiment,  and,  in  obedience  to  your  orders, 
formed  my  command  on  your  left,  occupying  a  good  position  on  the 
telegraph  road,  at  the  point  where  the  open  sands  connect  with  the 
woods. 

I  kept  this  position,  with  but  little  change,  till  one  o'clock,  P.  M., 
on  the  13th,  when,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  moved  my  command, 
left  in  front,  following  Colonel  Kennedy's  (second)  regiment,  by  a 
tortuous  and  difficult  way,  to  the  open  sand  on  Marye's  Hill.  As 
soon  as  we  reached  the  open  space  on  the  hill,  by  order  of  Colonel 
Kennedy,  I  formed  my  command  on  his  right.  The  two  commands 
were  then,  by  order  of  Col<  nel  Kennedy,  moved  rapidly  to  the  front. 
On  reaching  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front,  (my  right  resting  on  a  line 
with  the  cemetery,)  we  came  to  troops  lying  on  the  ground  and  firing 
to  the  front.  Believing  this  to  be  a  portion  of  General  Cobb's  brig 
ade  who  had  been  driven  from  their  position,  I  halted  my  command 
and  went  myself  to  the  front,  to  get  a  view  of  the  road  in  front  of 
Marye's  Hill.  Finding  General  Cobb's  brigade  in  position  in  tho 
road,  I  caused  my  command  to  cease  firing  (they  had,  without  orders, 
opened  fire  on  the  advancing  Yankee  lines)  and  moved  it  rapidly  to 
the  road.  I  formed  it  on  the  twenty-fourth  Georgia  regiment,  then 
ia  position  behind  the  stone  fence.  Without  much  change,  we  kept 
this  position  till  the  evening  of  the  16th.  By  your  order,  I  was 
permitted  to  form  my  command  in  four  ranks  on  Colonel  DeSaussure'g 
(fifteenth)  regiment,  my  right  resting  on  the  twenty-fourth  Georgia 
regiment  till  the  evening  of  the  14th,  when  that  regiment  was  re 
lieved  by  the  tenth  Georgia  regiment  of  General  Semmes'  brigade. 

On  the  evening  of  the  13th,  the  enemy  attempted  several  times  to 
advance  on  our  position,  but  succeeded  only  in  reaching  a  defile,  two 
hundred  yards  in  front,  which  concealed  them  from  view  from  our  po- 
flition.  Notwithstanding  the  long  range,  I  believe  we  did  the  enemy 
much  injury  on  his  march  to  the  defile  above  alluded  to. 

On  the  14th,  we  confined  our  fire  to  select  parties  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  15th  and  16th,  I  have  Tittle  of  interest  to  record  in  con 
nection  with  my  command. 

I  was  much  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  my  command.     For  casu- 
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allies,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  report  made  yesterday.  Of  the, 
thirty- one  killed  and  disabled,  we  lost  twenty-eight  in  reaching  our 
position. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  T.  STACKHOUSE, 
Captain  commanding  Eighth  South  Carolina  Regiment. 


REPORT   OF  COLONEL  DESAUSSURE. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTEENTH  REGIMENT  SOUTH  CAROLINA  VOL?.. 

ftecejnber  20,  1862. 


Captain  C.  R.  HOLMES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  .* 

SIR:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  headquarters,  I  have  the 
.ionor  to  report  that,  on  Saturday  morning,  the  llth  instant,  the 
lifteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers  moved  down  the  Bowling 
Green  road  to  the  support  of  the  picket  at  the  Ferneyhough  farm,  com 
manded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Luse,  eighteenth  Mississippi,  and  was 
formed  on  the  right,  upon  the  edge  of  Deep  Run,  in  front  of  the  road, 
with  the  sixteenth  Georgia,  Colonel  Bryan,  on  the  left  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Luse.  The  command  remained  in  that  position,  with  three 
companies  thrown  forward  towards  the  river  as  skirmishers,  until 
ordered  to  retire  to  the  Bowling  Green  road  by  General  Kershaw,. 
iate  in  the  day.  The  regiment  remained  on  picket  all  night,  until 
£ve  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Friday  morning,  when,  by  onler  of  Major  General 
McLaws,  it  resumed  its  proper  position  in  line. 

On  Saturday,  the  13th  instant,  the  regiment  marched  off  by  the 
left  flank,  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  to  the  support  of  General 
Cobb's  brigade,  under  Marye's  Hill.  Passing  to  the  rear  of  the  bat 
teries,  the  regiment  halted  and  lay  down  in  line  of  battle,  in  rear  of 
the  Marye  house,  until,  by  an  order  extended  through  Assistant  Ad 
jutant  General  Holmes,  it  was  marched  across  the  hill,  under  a  heavy 
fire,  to  the  rear  of  the  cemetery,  as  a  support  to  Colonel  Walton's 
batteries.  Later  in  the  evening  the  regiment  was  marched  down  to 
the  stone  wall,  on  the  road  below  Marye's  Hill,  to  the  support  of  the 
second  South  Carolina  regiment,  and  there  remained  until  the  evacu 
ation  of  the  city  of  .Fredericksburg  by  the  enemy,  the  night  of  the 
15th  instant. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  regiment  throughout 
the  entire  five  days,  from  the  llth  to  the  16th  December,  was  such 
as  to  meet  with  my  unqualified  approbation. 

I  would  respectfully  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Brigadier  General 
the  services  of  the  staff  officers  actually  engaged  :  Adjutant  James 
31.  Davis,  for  the  gallant  and  prompt  execution  of  all  orders  extended 
by  him ;  Surgeon  James  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Wallace,  also  the 
Rev.  H.  B.  McCallum,  chaplain  of  the  regiment,  for  their  skillful 
and  assiduous  attention  to  the  wounded ;  and  Ordnance  Sergeant 
R.  W.  Boyd,  for  his  prompt  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  depart 
ment. 

The  regiment  went  into  action  with  twenty-seven  commissioned 
officers  and  three  hundred  and  seventy-seven  enlisted  men ;  and 
had  two  commissioned  officers  (Lieutenants  Barren  and  Derrick) 
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wounded,  one  sergeant  and  one  private  killed,  and  fifty- two  en 
listed  men  wounded,  of  which  a  tabular  statement  has  been  here 
tofore  furnished. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

w.  D.  DESAUSSURE, 

Colonel  Fifteenth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  NANCE. 

RICHMOND,  December  24,  1862. 

Captain  C.  R.  HOLMES, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  : 

SIR:  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant,  I  tock  my  position 
in  line  of  battle  just  to  the  right  of  the  telegraph  road,  as  you  ap 
proach  Fredericksburg,  and  immediately  at  the  foot  of  the  first  range 
of  hills  from  the  river.  Except  some  slight  shelling,  which  annoyed  us 
and  wounded  one  or  more  of  my  men,  nothing  of  special  interest  occurred 
to  us  until  about  two,  P.  M.,  when,  by. command  of  Brigadier  General 
Kershaw,  I  moved  by  the  left,  out  of  some  breastworks  which  1  had 
thrown  up  the  night  before,  down  the  telegraph  road  five  or  six  hun 
dred  yards,  filed  to  the  left,  and,  crossing  the  branch  running  by  its 
side,  took  the  road  leading  over  the  high  h'll  on  the  left  of  the  telegraph 
road,  and  into  the  open  field  behind  Marye's  house.  When  within 
five  or  six  hundred  yards  of  this  house,  Lieutenant  Doby,  A.  D.  C., 
delivered  to  me  an  order  to  form  my  regiment  and  move  forward  and 
occupy  the  crest  of  the  hill  at  Marye's  house,  with  my  right  resting 
at  the  house.  I  immediately  began  to  close  up  my  regiment  to  exe 
cute  the  order,  when  Major  Gaillard  rode  up.  and,  speaking  for  Biiga- 
dier  General  Kershaw,  extended  substantially  the  same  order  ;  and, 
at  my  request,  gave  me  the  direction  of  the  crest  which  I  was  to  oc 
cupy,  so  that  I  could  form  parallel  to  it  before  advancing.  The  regi 
ment  was  considerably  strung  out  in  the  flank  movement  made  in 
coming  to  this  point,  and  while  waiting  for  it  to  close  up,  Lieutenant 
Doby,  A.  D.  C.,  came  to  me,  telling  me  to  hurry  up,  and  represented  to 
me  that  Marye's  house  was  in  danger  of  being  possessed  by  the  enemy. 
Seeing  the  importance. of  the  point,  and  thus  having  my  fears  for  its 
safety  excited,  I  advanced  at  once  with  that  portion  of  my  regiment 
which  was  formed,  and  left  my  adjutant,  Lieutenant  G.  J.  Pope,  to 
bring  the  other  companies  forward,  as  soon  as  they  formed.  When 
we  reached  the  neighborhood  of  Marye's  house  a  severe  fire  was 
opened  upon  us  ;  but  we  steadily  advanced  to  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
when  my  men  laid  down  and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  who  were  in 
the  flat  in  our  front.  By  this  time  their  fire  was  strongly  directed 
against  us.  The  other  companies  of  my  regiment  came  up  imme 
diately  after  we  became  engaged.  I  went  to  the  right  to  see  that 
they  were  put  in  proper  position,  and  was  shot  down,  a  minio  ball 
entering  my  left  thigh  just  to  the  right  and  above  my  knee,  while  dis 
charging  this  duty.  At  that  time  I  declined  to  be  moved,  but  con 
tinued  to  direct  and  encourage  the  men,  who  were  already  doing 
manfully.  I  soon  saw,  however,  that  we  were  too  much  exposed,  and 
that  we  were  contending  at  disadvantage,  owing  to  the  fact  that  we 
were  engaged  at  a  great  distance  and  the  enemy's  guns  were  of  su 
perior  range.  Having  been  moved  back  to  Marye's  house,  I  sent 
word  to  the  officer  in  command  to  withdraw  far  enough  to  get  shelter 
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behind  the  crest  of  the  bill,  without  retiring  too  far  to  deliver  an 
effective  fire.  Accordingly  Major  Maffett,  then  commanding,  with 
drew  to  the  road  running  beside  the  river  fence,  in  Marye's  yard,  wher- 
I  believe  the  regiment  held  its  position  and  continued  its  fire  until  the 
close  of  the  battle.  Afterwards,  I  sent  directions  to  the  officer  com 
manding  to  send  a  detail  after  ammunition.  .  He  did  so,  and  this  was 
my  last  official  communication  with  the  regiment  for  the  day.  An 
account  of  what  subsequently  occurred  and  a  list  of  the  casualties  in 
the  regiment  will,  I  presume,  be  furnished  by  some  other  officer.  I: 
is  my  duty  and  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  courage  and  fortitude 
which  these  dangers  were  met  and  these  fiery  trials  were  endured  by  my 
brave  COL.  ^  long  as  they  were  under  my  observation.  Several 

valuable  officers  were  wounded — one.  Captain  W.  W.  Hance,  who  has 
suffered  amputation  of  his  leg,  is  lost  to  the  service,  if  he  shall  no' 
unfortunately  be  lost  to  his  friends.  He  was  a  superior  and  gallant 
officer,  and  his  loss  is  a  great  one  to  the  regiment.  Captain  John  C. 
Summer,  a  most  successful  officer;  Captain  Perrin  Foster,  an  efficient, 
zealous  and  conscientious  officer,  and  Lieutenants  Hollingsworth  ani 
Hill,  both  young  lieutenants  of  promise,  were  killed.  The  three  field 
officers,  Captain  Todd.  senior  captain,  and  Captain  Hance,  third  senior 
captain  present,  were  wounded,  and  Captain  Summer,  second  senior 
captain  present,  was  killed;  thujs  putting  the  six  ranking  officers  af 
the  regiment  hors  de  combat.  Ours  is  a  bloody  record  ;  but  we  trust  i: 
is  a  highly  honorable  one. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  D.  NANCE, 
Colonel  commanding  Thirc  'irvlina  Rcgi:.. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CARTER. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRTEENTH  MISSISSIPPI  REGIMENT, 
(Near  Fredericksburg,  Va.j  December  28,  1862. 


GENERAL:'  In  accordance  with  your  order,  I  marched  my  regiment, 
at  about  five  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  1  Ith  instant,  to  the 
market-house  in  Frcdericksburg,  when  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  take 
"  position  on  Caroline  street,  await  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fizer's  orders, 
send  him  reinforcements  whenever  he  called  on  me  to  do  so,  and 
should  he  be  enabled  to  hold  his  position,  then  in  that  event  to  with 
draw  my  regiment  to  the  market-house."  I  accordingly  took  position 
on  Caroline  street,  immediately  in  rear  of  the  position  occupied  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Fizer,  and  opened  communication  with  him,  where 
I  remained  until  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  under  a  very  heavy  and 
destructive  fire  from  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river. 

About  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fizer  asked  me  for 
ten  men  to  act  as  sharpshooters,  which  I  promptly  sent  him  About 
four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fizer  sent  to  me  for  two  com 
panies,  which  I  was  proceeding  with,  when  I  met  him  retiring  with 
his  command  to  the  market-house,  being  unable  to  hold  his  position 
longer. 

I  immediately  formed  my  regiment  and  withdrew  it  to  the  market- 
house,  when  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  form  in  the  next  street  (towards 
the  river)  arid  engage  the  enemy,  but,  before  I  could  do  so,  I  ascer 
tained  that  the  enemy  occupied  the  street  on  which  I  was  ordered  to 
form  and  was  advancing.  I  immediately  disposed  of  my  regiment  on 
the  street  which  I  then  occupied,  (Princess  Anne,)  so  as  to  command 
as  many  streets  running  at  right  angles  with  the  river  as  I  possibly 
could,  and  engaged  the  enemy  at  once,  driving  him  towards  the  river, 
after  a  spirited  engagement  of  two  hours. 

Having  fired  the  last  gun  at  the  retreating  enemy,  I  was  then  or 
dered  to  withdraw  my  regiment  from  the  town,  which  order  I 
promptly  obeyed. 

The  enemy's  loss  after  crossing  the  river,  in  the  engagement  with 
my  regiment,  is  estimated  to  be  over  two  hundred  killed  and  wounded. 
I  refer  you  to  the  report  already  furnished  you  of  the  loss  which  we 
sustained. 

Captain  J.  L.  Clark  was  killed,  by  a  solid  shot,  early  in  thf}  morn 
ing.  He  was  a  promising  young  officer.  Captain  T.  W.  Thurman 
was  dangerously  wounded  later  in  the  day,  fell  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  and,  in  all  probability,  is  dead.  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Stovall  is 
missing,  and  is  supposed  to  be  killed. 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct 
of  Captain  G.  L.  Donald,  ^ho  had  immediate  command  of  several 
companies,  which  did  fine-execution,  without  sustaining  any  serious 
loss. 
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i-itls°'   ^°  make   mention   °f   the  coolness,  bravery     ai 
hke  conduct  of  both  officers  and  enlisted  z^n  of  mj'  cox 

J.  W.  CARTER, 
Uotontl  commanding  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Regiment. 


KEPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  THOMPSON  BROWN. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  VIRGINIA  ARTILLERY, 
December  19,  186-2. 

Captain  A.  S.  PENDLETON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

CAPTAIN  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  my  command  in  the  late  engagement  before 
Fredericksburg  : 

About  ten  o'clock,  Saturday  morning,  my  batteries  were  ordered  to 
a  position  in  rear  of  Hamilton's  house,  ready  to  be  called  on  as  occa 
sion  might  require.  About  t.velve  o'clock,  by  order  of  Col.  Crutch- 
field,  I  sent  two  Parrott  rifles  from  Captain  Poague's  battery,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Graham,  and  two  similar  pieces  from  the 
third  Howitzers,  under  Lieutenant  TJtz,  to  report  to  Major  Pelham, 
on  the  right"of  the  railroad.  Shortly  afterwards,  I  was  ordered  to 
send  to  the  same  point  four  other  rifle  guns,  viz  :  two  ten-pounder 
Parrotts  and  one  brass  rifle  from  second  Howitzers,  and  one  three- 
inch  rifle  from  Captain  Dance's  battery,  all  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Watson,  (second  Howitzers.)  These  eight  guns  were  actively 
engaged,  and  suffered  severely  from  the  enemy's  artillery  and  sharp 
shooters.  I  have  to  lament  the  loss  on  this  part  of  the  field  of  a" 
gallant  and  most  excellent  officer,  Lieutenant  Utz,  commanding 
third  Howitzers.  The  ammunition  of  most  of  the  pieces  was  ex 
hausted  before  dark,  and  the  pieces  themselves  withdrawn.  Having 
obtained  ammunition  for  the  two  rifles  of  the  third  Howitzers,  I  sent 
them  back  to  the  field,  where  they  remained,  in  company  with  the 
three  pieces  of  Captain  Watson's  battery,  until  about  nine  o'clock. 
About  two  o'clock,  by  order  of  Colonel  Crutchfield,  I  placed  in  posi 
tion,  on  the  hill  to  the  extreme  right  of  our  infantry  line,  the  two 
twenty-pounder  Parrotts  of  Captain  Poague's  battery.  These  two 
pieces,  unaided,  engaged  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  afterwards  opened 
upon  the  infantry.  The  exact  range  of  the  hill  having  been  obtained 
by  much  previous  firing,  our  loss  at  this  point  was  heavy.  Among 
the  killed  was  Lieutenant  McCorkle,  a  brave  soldier  and  estimable 
gentleman.  Later  in  the  evening,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman  brought 
up  two  howitzers  from  Captain  Dance's  battery,  and  placed  them  on 
the  left  of  Ctiptain  Poague's  pieces.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman 
•was  severely  wounded  at  this  point,  but  remained  on  the  field  until 
after  dark.  I  fear  I  shall  lose  the  assistance  of  this  valuable  officer 
for  several  months.  Late  in  the  evening,  two  pieces  of  Captain  Hupp'a 
battery,  under  Lieutenant  Griffin,  were  ordered  to  the  right  of  the 
railroad,  and  were  successfully  engaged  with  the  enemy's  sharpshoot 
ers.  Captain  Brooke's  battery,  although  not  actively  engaged,  was 
exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  I  cannot  re 
frain  from  expressing  my  high  admiration  for  £he  conduct  of  the  offi 
cers  and  men  of  my  command  in  the  action  before  Fredericksburii. 
After  marching  all  of  the  previous  night,  they  came  upon  a  field 
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strewn  with  the  wrecks  of  other  batteries,  and  behaved  in  a  manner 
which  elicited  the  praise  of  all  who  saw  them.  I  append  a  list  of  cas 
ualties  : 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Coleman,  wounded  in  log.  Poague's  battery, 
six  killed  and  ten  wounded.  "Watson's  second  Howitzers,  one  killed 
and  seven  wounded.  Smith's  third  Howitzers,  three  killed  and  three 
wounded.  Dance's  battery,  none  killed,  two  wounded.  Hupp's  bat 
tery,  none  killed,  one  wounded.  Brooke's  battery,  none  killed,  two 
wounded.  "Jotal  killed,  ten.  Total  wounded,  twenty-six. 

I  beg  leave  to   call  attention   to  the  fact  that  but  few  of  the  shell 
for  Parrott  rifles  exploded,  owing  to  imperfect  fuzes. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  THOMPSON  BROWN, 
37  Colonel  First  Virginia  Artillery. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  BRIDGFORD. 


HEADQUARTERS  PROVOST  MARSHAL  SECOND  CORPS,  > 

January  9,  1863.      J 

M;  jor  A.  S.  PENDLETON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General :  • 

MAJOR:  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  the  Lieutenant  Genera!  com 
manding,  I  herewith  transmit  the  operations  of  the  provost  guard, 
consisting  of  the  battalion  and  Captain  Upshur's  squadron  of  cavalry  : 

On  the  11th  December  I  received  an  order  to  move  towards  Fredo- 
ricksburg,  with  two  days'  rations  Cooked  and  placed  in  haversacks. 

December  12th,  I  moved  at  dawn  on  the  Fredencksburg  road  to 
Hamilton's  crossing,  where  I  placed  a  guard  for  the  purpose  of  ar 
resting  all  stragglers  ;  also  placed  a  guard,  consisting  of  cavalry  an  1 
infantry,  along  the  whole  line  of  the  corps,  in  rear  of  the  line  of  b  it- 
tie  about  half  a  mile,  with  instructions  to  arrest  all  men  without  pro 
per  passes,  on  authorized  business  for  their  commands,  to  bo  brought 
to  the  guard  placed  on  the  railroad.  There  ^.my  brigade  surgeon  was 
stationed  to  examine  all  men  claiming  to  be  sick,  without  proper  passes 
from  their  brigade  or  regimental  surgeons.  Numbers,  however,  were 
really  sick  and  totally  unfit  for  duty.  They  were  without  passes. 
AVhen  a  sufficient  number  were  collected  together,  1  sent  them,  under 
charge  of  cavalry,  to  be  delivered  to  the  first  major  general  whose 
.command  was  going  into  the  fight,  to  place  them  in  front  and  most 
exposed  position  of  his  command.  I  am  happy  to  state  the  number 
arrested  and  sent  forward  were  comparatively  few,  in  consideration 
of  the  size  of  the  army. 

During  the  13th  and  14th,  the  number  sent  in  under  guard  were 
only  five  hundred  and  twenty-six.  Numbers  were  turned  back,  owing 
to  their  not  having  proper  passes  to  return  to  the  rear  to  cook.  &c. 

1  am  most  happy  to  state  i  had  no  occasion  to  carry  into  effect  the 
order  to  shoot  all  stragglers  who  refused  to  go  forward,  or  if  caught 
a  second  time,  upon  the  evidence  of  two  witnesses,  to  shoot  them. 
Had  I  occasion  to  carry  it  into  effect,  it  certainly  should  have  been 
executed  to  the  very  letter. 

During  the  13th  and  14th  I  received  and  placed  under  guard  thrge 
hundred  and  twenty-four  prisoners  of  war,  which  I  sent  to  Richmond 
by  order  of  General  Lee ;  eleven  of  them  were  commissioned  officers 
and  paroled  by  me;  the  balance  I  took  names,  regiments,  brigades  and 
corps,  as  far  as  possible,  in  obedience  to  your  order. 

December  16th,  I  received  one  hundred  and  nine  prisoners  of  war 
which  I  paroled  and  sent  to  Guineas  Depot,  under  command  of  Cap 
tain  Upshur,  with  instructions  to  have  them  forwarded  by  railroad  to 
Richmond,  if  possible,  which  orders  were  carried  into  effect.  During 
the  same  day  I  went  through  Dr.  Black's  and  Whitehead's  hospital, 
v/here  I  paroled  twenty-three  Federal  prisoners. 
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• 

A  considerable  number  of  wounded  prisoners  were  sent  to  Rich 
mond.  They  do  not  appear  in  this  statement,  nor  could  I  by  any 
means  ascertain  the  number. 

On  the  17th,  I  received  an  order  to  move  with  my  entire  guard  in 
rear  of  General  D.  H.  Hill's  division,  on  the  Port  Royal  road.  Cap 
tain  Upshur,  with  his  squadron,  being  absent,  I  ordered  Captain 
Tucker  to  assist  in  bringing  up  the  rear. 

On  the  18th,  I  camped  on  Mr.  Brooke's  farm,  near  where  General 
D.  H.  Hill's  division  halted.  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  there 
was  little  or  no  straggling;  the  number  did  not  exceed  thirty,  not 
withstanding  I  used  the  cavalry  in  scouring  the  entire  country  around. 
It  is  my  belief,  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  judge,  that  there  was  less  dis 
position  on  the  part  of  the  men  to  shirk  from  duty,  but  on  the  con 
trary  everything  went  to  prove  their  willingness  to  do  their  utmost. 
The  great  mass  seemed  eager  to  confront  the  foe.  The  present  sys 
tem  of  provost  guard,  if  carried  into  effect,  will  prevent  all  future 
straggling. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

D.  B,  BRIDGFORD, 
Major  and  Chief  Provost  Marshal  Second  Corps. 

P.  S. — During  the  13th  there  were  three  hundred  and  twenty  sent 
back,  and  on  the  14th  two  hundred  and  six,  making  the  number,  as 
above  stated,  five  hundred  and  twenty-six. 


LIST  OF  PRISONERS  CAPTURED  AT  FREDERICKSBURG 
BY  LIEUTENANT  GENERAL  JACKSON'S  CORPS:. 

Commissioned  officers  paroled,  11 

Enlisted  men,  445' 

Enlisted  men  paroled,  133 

389 
Less  63  taken  and  sent  by  Gen.  Lonstreet's  corps,         68 

521 

This  is  the  manner  they  were  received  here ;  five  hundred  au& 
twenty-one  is  the  amount  taken. 
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RETURN  OF  SMALL  ARMS,  AMMUNITION,  &.,  Collected  on 
the  Battk-Fidd  before  Fredericksburg,  in  the  Engagements  of  the  1 2th 
and  13th  of  December,  1862: 


SHALL  ARMS. 

AMMUNITION.  &o. 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Total  on  hand  at  the  reserve  trains 7,720 


692 
11,091 


RECAPITULATION. 
Grand  total  roundu  of  ammunition 255,000 


retained  by  the  first  army  corps 2,166 

"       second  army  corps ....     618 

forwarded  to  Richmond .     692 

RECAPITULATION. 

Total  Bets  of  accoutrements 1,8< 

RECAPITULATION  IN  FULL. 

Grand  total  of  arms  collected « 11,091 

Probable  lossof  our  troopa 2,000 

Grand  total  of  arms  captured 9,091 

"        "       rounds  of  ammunition 255,000 

"       "       eeU  of  accoutrements 1,800 

Respectfully  submitted 

BRISCOE  G.  BALDWIN, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Ordnance,  A.  JV.  V. 
HKABQCARTKRB  A.  N.  V.,     \ 
Ordnance  Office,  January  20,  1868.  \ 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  WHITE. 

HEADQUARTERS  WHITE'S  CATALRY,  December  24,  1862. 

Brigadier  General  W.  E.  JONES, 

Commanding  Falley  District : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  detailed  account  of  my 
scout  since  I  left  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant.  I  camped 
that  night  near  Hillsborough. 

On  the  13th  I  captured  twelve  infantrymen  in  the  neighbor 
hood  of  Hillsborough,  whom  I  sent  back  to  Snickersville.  I  learned 
from  them  that  the  enemy  had  gone  in  the  direction  of  Leesburg  and 
had  about  three  hours  start.  I  immediately  ordered  an  advanced  guard 
to  push  them  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  learn  the  force  of  their  rear 
guard.  My  advance  caotured  six  infantrymen  on  the  way,  who  were  also 
sent  to  Snickersville.  I  reached  Leesburg  about  three,  P.  M.  The 
enemy's  cavalry  left  the  town  as  we  came  in  sight.  My  advance 
pushed  on  and  encountered  them  about  three  miles  below  Leesburg, 
on  the  Centreville  road,  and,  after  a  brisk  skirmish,  drove  them  into 
the  rear-guard  of  their  infantry  and  cavalry,  capturing  two  and 
wounding  three.  Nobody  hurt  on  our  side.  I  did  not  deem  it  pru 
dent  to  attack  their  infantry  and  cavalry  combined  with  my  force,  and  ' 
returned  to  the  neighborhood  of  Waterford  and  camped  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  1  started  for  Waterford,  where  I  en 
countered  Sam  Means'  force,  some  sixty  men ;  we  charged  them  and 
drove  them  through  the  town,  killing  one  of  their  lieutenants  and  cap 
turing  their  orderly  sergeant  and  one  private ;  both  of  whom,  together 
with  those  already  sent  to  Snickersville,  making  twenty-two  in  all, 
Were  sent  to  your  headquarters  for  disposal.  We  pursued  them  about 
five  miles  in  the  direction  of  Point  of  Rocks.  Learning  that  there 
was  a  force  of  about  sixty  cavalry  in  Poolesville,  I  determined  to  push 
forward  to  that  place ;  sent  my  worst  horses  back ;  sent  a  squad  of 
men  to  watch  the  enemy  at  Harper's  Ferry  ;  they  charged  the  pickets, 
capturing  twenty- six,  which  were  paroled.  I  crossed  the  Potomac  at 
Conrad's  ferry  with  ninety-three  men  about  one  hour  by  sun ;  arrived 
at  Poolesville  about  eight,  P.  M.  Before  entering  the  town  I  learned 
that  about  one-half  of  their  force  had  gone  on  a  scout ;  and  that  the 
remainder  were  quartered  in  the  town  hall.  Divided  my  force  and 
charged  it  in  two  directions.  Upon  surrounding  the  hall  and  demand 
ing  its  surrender,  was  answered  with  a  volley  from  door  and  windows ; 
we  returne'd  the  fire  with  good  effect,  killing  a  lieutenant  and  the 
orderly  sergeant,  and  wounding  eight,  including  the  lieutenant  com 
manding.  The  hall  was  then  surrendered  ;  we  captured  twenty-one 
prisoners,  all  of  whom  we  paroled.  Our  loss  was  one  man  killed. 

Some  of  the  enemy  were  scattered  around  the  town  and,  when  they 
heard-the  firing,  made  good  their  escape.  We  also  captured  forty-three 
horses  and  destroyed  all  the  stores,  consisting  of  clothing  of  various 
kinds,  blankets,  Enfield  rifles  and  muskets,  also  a  large  lot  of  coin- 
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missary  stores,  together  with  wagons,  &c.  __  Remained  in  the  town  for 
several  hours  and  recrossed  the  Potomac 'at  White's  ford.  Whilst 
camped  at  the  Trap,  I  sent  a  scout  to  Leesburg  on  the  2i)th  ;  they  cap 
tured  eight  prisoners  and  paroled  them. 

I  send  you  a  list  of  names  of  all  prisoners  captured  and  paroled 
during  my  scout. 

ELIJAH  V.  WHITE, 
Major  'commanding  Battalion. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  LATIMER. 

CAMP  NEAR  PORT  ROYAL.  December  25,   18C2. 

Major  S.  HALE, 

A.   A.  A.   General  EictlTs  Division: 

MAJOR  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  would  most  respectfully  beg 
X3eave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  cperatfons  of  the  batteries 
of  Swell's  division  in  the  engagements  with  the  enemy  near  Frede- 
ricksburg,  on  the  13th  and  14th  of  the  present  month: 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  I  was  Qrdered  by  General  Early 
to*  take  command  of  the  batteries  of  the  division  as  acting  chief  of 
artillery,  and  I  immediately  reported  to  Colonel  Cratchfield,  chief  of 
artillery  second  corps,  for  instructions.  He  ordered  me  to  park  .the 
batteries  in  a  sheltered  spot,  behind  a  range  of  hills,  about  half  a  mile 
behind  our  line  of  battle,  and  there  await  orders.  He  shortly  after 
returned  and  directed  me  to  take  my  own  battery,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  T;inner,  and  Captain  Brown's,  under  command  of  Lieu 
tenant  Plater,  to  the  relief  of  some  batteries  occupying  a  position 
near  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  formed  by  the  second  corps,  and  to 
report  to  Brigadier  General  Pender,  whose  brigade  then  occupied  this 
position.  Only  five  guns  were  required,  and,  by  direction  of  General 
Pender,  I  relieved  five  of  the  guns  at  that  point  by  the  two  rifles  be 
longing  to  my  battery  and  the  three  rifles  composing  Captain  Brown's. 
The  position  on  which  these  guns  were  posted  was  not  a  very  advan 
tageous  one,  but  the  best  that  could  be  selected.  It  was  a  small 
rising  in  an  open  field,  with  a  wood  to  the  right,  in  which  a  portion 
of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division  was  posted,  and  on  the  left  was  a 
ditch  and  bank  running  parallel  with  the  railroad,  behind  which  a 
portion  of  General  Hood's  division  was  posted.  In  front,  at  the  dis 
tance  of  about  a  mile,  were  four  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  with  lines 
of  skirmishers  considerably  advanced  in  front  of  said  batteries.  We 
were  exposed  to  quite  a  heavy  fire  from  these  batteries,  but  gained 
the  position  without  loss.  My  orders  were  to  fire  only  at  infantry 
unless  the  batteries  advanced,  which  orders  I  obeyed,  firing  only  once 
at  them,  and  then  only  to  cover  the  advance  of  General  Law's  brig 
ade,  which  was  made  late  in  the  day.  I  was  kept  constantly  engaged 
at  this  point  from  eleven,  A.  M.,  when  I  gained  it,  until  night,  re 
pelling  repeated  advances  of  the  enemy  by  the  use  of  canister.  I 
relieved  these  batteries  that  night  by  Captain  Carrington's  battery, 
•which  engaged  the  enemy  next  morning,  upon  the  advance  of  their 
skirmishers,  successfully  driving  them  back.  Shortly  after  moving 
to  the  left  with  the  batteries  spoken  of  above,  Captain  D'Aquin's  and 
the  Staunton  artillery,  Lieutenant  Garber,  were  ordered  by  Colonel 
Crutchfield  to  the  right  of  our  lines,  to  report  to  Major  Pelham,  where 
they  were  engaged  most  of  the  day.  Not  having  personally  super 
intended  their  movements  during  the  day,  I  am  unable  to  describe 
•;hem  minutely.  Captain  Demerit's  battery  was  ordered  to  the  front 
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on  the  14th,  where  it  remained  in  battery  until  we  marched  to  this 
point,  without,  however,  becoming  engaged  at  any  time.  "We  have 
to  lament  the  loss  of  Captain  L.  E.  D'Aquin,  of  the  Louisiana  Guard 
artillery.  A  more  gallant  officer  or  more  worthy  man  never  fell  upon 
the  field  of  battle.  Also,  Lieutenant  Grayson,  Captain  Brown's  bat 
tery.  He  fell,  nobly,  at  his  post.  The  losses  in  the  different  batte 
ries  are  as  follows : 

Louisiana  Guard  artillery,  Captain  D'A^uin — Captain  D'Aquin, 
killed ;  one  private  wounded  ;  two  horses  disabled  ;  one  gun  disabled. 

Captain  Brown's*battery,  Lieutenant  Plater — Lieutenant  Grayson 
and  one  private  killed ;  nine  wounded ;  sixteen  horses  disabled  ;  also, 
one  gun  and  one  caisson. 

Staunton  artillery,  Lieutenant  Garber — None  killed  or  wounded ; 
one  horse  disabled  and  one  gun  carriage,  afterwards  repaired. 

Courtney  artillery,  Lieutenant  Tanner — One  private  killed  ;  Lieu 
tenant  Tanner  and  six  privates  wounded  ;  eight  horses  disabled. 

Captain  Carrington's  battery — Four  men  'svounded  ;  seven  horses 
disabled. 

Captain  Dement's  battery — None  killed  or  wounded  ;  four  horses 
disabled. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  say  that  all  the  officers  and   men  unier 
my  command  acted   in   a    highly   creditable    manner,   promptly    and 
cheerfully  obeying  all  orders  and  standing  to  their  posts. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.   LAT1MER, 
Captain  and  Acting  Chief  of  Artillery  nf' EwelVs  Division. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  R.  L.  WALKER. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  CORPS,  December  21,  1862. 

Major  R.  C.  MORGAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  opera 
tions  of  the  artillery  corps  of  the  light  division  in  the  engagement  of 
Saturday,  the  13th  instant : 

The  batteries  of  Captains  Mclntosh  and  Pegram,  with  a  section  of 
the  batteries  of  Captains  Latham,  Johnson  and  Crenshaw,  commanded 
respectively  by  Lieutenants  Potts,  Clutter  and  James  Ellett,  number 
ing  altogether  fourteen  guns,  had  position  on  the  heights  near  the 
railroad,  supported  by  the  brigades  of  Brigadier  General  Field  (Colo 
nel  Brockenbrough  commanding)  and  Brigadier  General  Archer. 
Captains  Braxtcn  (Lieutenant  Marye  commanding  Braxton's  battery) 
and  Davidson,  with  five  and  four  g»ns  respectively,  took  position  on 
the  left  wing  of  the  light  division,  in  the  plain  just  to  the  right  of 
Deep  Run  creek,  and  were  supported  by  the  brigades  of  Brigadier 
Generals  Peni'er  and  Lane.  About  ten,  A.  M.,  the  enemy  began  a 
desultory  fire  from  several  batteries,  as  if  feeling  our  position.  Their 
fire,  about  eleven,  A.  M.,  became  hot  and  well  directed,  causing'us 
some  loss  in  men*  and  horses.  Captain  JJcIntosh,  commanding  his 
own  guns,  and  the  sections  of  Captains  Latham  and  Johnson,  and 
Captain  Pegram,  commanding  his  own  guns  and  the  section  of  Cren 
shaw,  were  directed  to  withhold  their  fire  till  there  should  be  an  in 
fantry  demonstration.  The  enemy,  weary  of  suspense,  about  twelve, 
M.,  formed  a  front  to  attack  the  heights.  Their  advance,  made  by  a 
division  apparently,  was  speedily  broken  and  driven  back  by  Cap 
tains  Mclntosh  and  Pegram's  murderous  fire — the  enemy  opening 
upon  them  meanwhile  very  destructively  with  at  least  twenty- five 
guns.  This  attempt  having  failed,  the  enemy,  concentrated  in  mass 
and  in  enormous  force,  moved  forward  rapidly,  protected  by  a  fearful 
fire  from  all  their  guns,  toward  the  point  of  woods  in  the  plain,  in 
defiance  of  our  guns,  which  were  served  rapidly  and  with  great  havoc 
upon  their  dense  ranks.  In  advancing  to,  and  being  routed  by,  the 
infantry  from  the  woods,  they  suffered  very  heavy  loss  from  the  fire 
of  our  guns.  While  the  attention  of  our  guns  was  devoted  to  their 
infantry,  their  artillery  caused  us  heavy  loss ;  but  as  soon  as  engaged 
by  our  guns  their  shot  flew  wide,  though  in  weight  of  metal  they 
much  exceeded  us.  At  half-past  three,  P.  M.,  Captains  Mclntosh 
and  Pegram  becoming  short  of  men  and  ammunition,  and  having  one 
gun  disabled  and  a  caisson  and  limber  exploded,  they  were  relieved  by 
the  corps  of  Colonel  Brown,  except  one  section  of  Captain  Pegram's 
battery,  which  remained  till  nightfall.  Here  we  lost  Lieutenants 
James  Ellett  and  Z.  C.  McGruder,  whose  memory  we  should  not 
willingly  let  die.  Lieutenant  Clutter  was  wounded  also,  and  many 
brave  men  of  the  rank  and  file,  gallantly  doing  their  duty,  were 
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wounded  and  killed.  On  the  left  of  the  light  division,  Lieutenant 
Marye  and  Captain  Davidson,  with  their  commands,  fully  sustained 
their  high  reputation.  Three  charges  were  made  upon  their  position, 
and  gallantly  repulsed  with  canister.  Outnumbered  in  weight  of 
metal,  and  often  closely  approached  by  the  enemy's  infantry,  they  as 
often  sent  them  back  with  canister  and  shrapnel,  and  held  their  posi 
tion  until  it  was 'deemed  expedient  to  abandon  it.  Captain  Braxtoa 
was  withdrawn  about  three,  P.  M.,  and  Capt'ain  Davidson  at  nightfall. 
Lieutenant  Brander,  of  the  latter  battery,,  was  slightly  wounded. 

The  guns  upon  both  flanks  were  served  with  the  coolness  of  a  parade, 
though  exposed  to  a  fire  which  seemed  to  fill  the  air  with  destruction. 

Where  all  did  their  duty  as  well  as,  I  am  proud  to  say,  the  artillery 
of  the  light  division  did  theirs  in  this  engagement,  comparison  would  be 
invidious.  Men  and  officers  vied  with  each  other  in  their  devotion  to 
duty  and  regardlessness  of  self.  I  cannot,  however,  neglect  this  op 
portunity  to  call  your  especial  attention  to  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Cham- 
berlayneas  particularly  deserving  notice  for  his  gallant  conduct.  His 
services  are  almost  indispensable. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

R.   L.  WALKER, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding  Artillery  Light  Division. 


REPORT    OF    CAPTAIN    NADENBOUSCH,    COMMANDING 

REGIMENT. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  REGIMENT  VIRGINIA  INFANTRY,  ) 
Camp  near  Moss  Neck,  December  23,  1862.      $ 

LIEUTENANT:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub 
mit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  second  Virginia 
regiment  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  fought  December  13, 
1862: 

The  regiment  left  camp  near  Guineas  Depot  at  six  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on 
the  12th  instant,  marched  to  Hamilton's  Crossing,  on  the  Richmond  and 
Fredericksburg  railroad,  thence  in  a  westwardly  direction  to  a  large 
•wood  covering  the  crest  of  hills  overlooking  the  battle-field.  After  a 
number  of  changes  of  position,  bivouacked  for  the  night  in  the  wood 
above  referred  to,  in  rear  of  General  Gregg's  brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill's 
division,  which  held  the  military  road. 

About  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  December-  13th,  the  heavy  cannonading 
on  the  right  and  left,  and  the  sharp  skirmishing  in  front,  announced 
the  great  battle  was  near  at  hand.  As  the  day  advanced  the  musketry 
became  more  Distinct  and  continuous,  and  soon  the  line  in  front  of  us 
became  hotly  engaged.  At  this  time  an  order  to  advance  was  given, 
which  was  done  with  order  and  alacrity,  marching  in  a  northeasterly 
direction.  The  second  regiment  was  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  and, 
in  consequence  of  this  position,  was  the  only  one  of  the  brigade,  so 
far  as  I  know,  engaged  in  the  musketry  fight.  Marching  forward  in 
line,  with  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  I  observed  that  there 
•was  no  support  on  our  right,  and  kept  a  sharp  lookout  for  the  safety 
of  that  flank.  I  apprehended  that  if  the  enemy  was  near  at  hand  they 
would  take  advantage  of  this  gap,  and  fall  upon  our  flank  at  this  un 
guarded  point;  and  so  it  turned  out.  How,  and  in  what  way,  the 
enemy  gained  this  advanced  position,  and  what  disposition  had  been 
made  of  our  front  line,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say.  The  gap  was 
there,  and  they  pushed  forward  with  a  large  infantry  force  and  a  bat 
tery  of  artillery,  as  was  ascertained  from  prisoners  captured  and 
wounded  men  upon  the  field.  Observing  them  through  the  dense 
foliage  at  a  distance,  and  the  brigadier  being  at  a  different  p  ->int  on 
the  line,  I  took  the  responsibility  of  filing  my  regiment  to  the  right, 
presenting  my  front  to  the  enemy.  No  sooner  had  I  gotten  into  posi 
tion  than  they  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  to  which 
the  regiment  replied  rapidly  and  effectively,  men  and  officers  standing 
to  their  posts  and  doing  their  duty  as  only  veterans  know  how.  I 
rejoice  to  be  able  to  say  that  there  were  but  few  men  in  the  regiment 
•who  disgraced  the  name  of  soldier.  It  was  during  this  brief  but  brisk 
fight  that  the  regiment  sustained  a  loss  of  three  killed  and  seventeen 
wounded.  Among  the  latter  were  Lieutenant  William  B.  Colston, 
commanding  company  E,  and  Lieutenant  J.  J.  Haines,  company  E. 
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The  enemy  soon  fled.  We  then  advanced  to  within  a  short  distance 
of  the  railroad,  (the  front  line  of  the  army,)  and  remained  in  thia 
position  until  about  seven  o'clock,  P.  M.,  sending  forward  company 
C  (Captain  Randolph)  as  skirmishers  to  the  railroad.  About  thia 
time  the  brigade  was  withdrawn  to  the  military  road,  where  we  slept 
upon  our  arms  until  half-past  three  o'clock,  A.  M.,  14th  instant,  when 
we  were  ordered  to  take  position  in  advance^  along  the  line  of  rail 
road.  There  was  quite  lively  skirmishing  during  the  entire  day — had 
one  man  wounded. 

About  five  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  15th  instant,  the  brigade  was 
relieved  by  Rodes'  brigade,  of  D.  H.  Hill's  division,  and  returned  to 
the  rear  in  third  line — reserve. 

During  the  entire  four  days  of  exposure,  suspense  and  danger,  both 
officers  and  men  evinced  the  true  spirit  of  patriots  and  soldiers.  I 
cannot  but  feel  proud  of  the  honor  of  having  commanded  such  men. 
Captain  R.  T.  Colston,  second  in  command,  and  Adjutant  II.  W. 
Hunter,  deserve  honorable  mention  at  my  hands  for  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  during  the  engagement,  and  their  material  aid  in  tho 
command  of  the  regiment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Q.  A.  NADENBOUSCH, 
Captain  commanding  Second  Regiment  Virginia  Infantry. 


LIST  OF  CASUALTIS  in  the  Second  Virginia  Infantry,  December 

13,1862: 

Company  A. — Private  Thomas  Barr,  severely  wounded  by  gunshot, 
not  serious. 

Company  E. — First  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Colston,  severely  wounded  by 
shell,  very  serious ;  Second  Lieutenant  •  J.  J.  Haines,  severely 
•wounded  by  musket  ball,  not  serious  ;  private  Samuel  Stuckey,  se 
verely  wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious  ;  private  Harvey  Kite,  severely 
wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious  ;  private  N.  D.  Rittenhour,  severely 
wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious ;  private  Alexander  Porterfield, 
slightly  wounded  by  shell ;  private  John  Kiser,  mortally  wounded 
and  since  died. 

Company  F. — Private  J.  M.  Fleming,  killed  by  shell ;  private  Ford 
Friar,  mortally  wounded  by  gunshot. 

Company  G. — Sergeant  Charles  M.  Asquith,  slightly  wounded  by 
shell;  private  Fayette  Rawlins,  severely  "svounded  by  shell,  serious; 
private  William  Kerl,  slightly  bruised  by  shell ;  private  Daniel  Mo- 
ler,  slightly  bruised  by  shell ;  private  Samuel  Fay,  slight ;  private 
Charles  G.  Tabb,  slight. 

Company  H. — Private  J.  A.  Luck,  severely  wounded  by  gunshot, 
not  serious;  private  James  Hicks,  slightly ;  private  William  Reed, 
severely  wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious. 
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Company  I.— Private  J.  T.  Barr,  severely  wounded  by  gunshot  not 
serious. 

Company  K.— First  Lieutenant  B.  W.  Moore,  slightly  bruised  by 
sneil. 

Total,  twenty-one. 

J.  Q.  A.  NADENBOUSCH, 

Colonel  commanding  Second  Virginia  Infantry. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  EDMONDSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  TWENTY-SEVENTH  VIRGINIA  VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp  Paxton's  Brigade,  December  23,  1862. 

Lieutenant  ARNALL, 

A.  A.  A.  General  First  Brigade : 

SIR  :  In  obedience  to  order,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  re 
port  of  the  participation  of  my  regiment  in  the  late  battle  of  the  13th 
Instant,  before  Fredericksburg,  viz  : 

General  Paxton's  brigade,  of  which  my  regiment  forrn^  a  part, 
occupied,  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  the  rear  position,  or  t  :e  third 
parallel  line,  in  supporting  distance  of  General  Gregg's  brig  i-le,  which 
occupied  a  position  on  the  second  parallel  line.  About  niu  •  -ock, 
A.  M.,  a  heavy  cannonading  commenced,  and  was  kept  up  nl  about 
noon,  to  which  my  regiment,  and  the  brigade  generally,  wa^  -rarely 
subjected,  but  unflinchingly  withstood.  About  noon  the  <  r'tntry 
became  engaged,  and  the  battle,  for  hours,  raged  furiously.'  hi^  line 
In  front  finally  seeming  to  give  way,  my  regiment,  togethei  v  r,d  the 
remainder  of  the  brigade,  eager  for  the  fray,  moved  up  rapid1  ind  ia 
good  order  (passing  over  troops  which,  to  all  appearance,  see.ii  I  to  be 
doubting  as  to  their  duty)  to  the  support  of  their  comrades  i  front. 
The  enemy,  however,  had  been  whipped  back  in  the  mean  ie,  and 
our  brigade  became  not  engaged.  The  remainder  of  the  day  vas  en 
gaged  in  changing  position,  but  the  enemy  did  not  advance 

I  sustained  no  loss  in  either  killed,  wounded  or  missing.         would, 
however,  here  remark  that  I  have  never  seen  the  officers  and  TU        if  my 
regiment  behave  with  more  gallantry  and  with  cooler  courag  •    <eem- 
ingly  having  determined  to  conquer  or  die. 
Respectfully, 

JAMES  R.  EDMONDSu'J, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding  Twenty -Seventh  Reg't  Firgini;  lrols. 


KEPORT  OF  MAJOR  TERRY. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  REGIMENT  VIRGINIA  VOLUNTEERS,  > 

December  23,  1862.      \ 

Captain  CHARLES  S,  ARNOLD, 

*  A.  A.  A.  General  Paxton's  Brigade  : 

SIR:  On  the  15th  instant  the  fourth  regiment  Virginia  volunteers 
left  camp,  five  miles  northwest  of  Guineas  Station,  and  moved  in  tUe 
direction  of  Fredericksburg,  arriving  at  Hamilton's  Crossing  before 
noon,  remaining  near  there  some  hours.  Early  in  the  afternoon  the 
regiment,  with  the  brigade,  moved  forward,  and  was  put  in  position 
in  rear  of  a  portion  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  in  the  woods  .west  of  the 
railroad,  and  to  the  right  of  the  road  leading  from  Hamilton's  Cross 
ing  in  the  direction  of  the  telegraph  road.  The  regiment  several 
times  changed  position  during  the  afternoon,  and  rested  for 
the  night  by  their  guns,  a  little  in  rear  of  the  summit  in  these 
woods — the  fourth  regiment  during  the  day  occupying  the  left  of 
the  brigade. 

Early  next  morning,  the  1 3th  instant,  the  evidence  of  the  approaching 
conflict  was  heard  in  brisk  skirmishing  and  cannonading,  the  enemy's 
shot  and  ehell  passing  and  frequently  bursting  near  the  fourth  regi 
ment,  but  doing  no  damage.  Towards  noon  the  regiment  was  retired 
a  few  hundred  yards  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  from  which  position 
vre  soon  moved  forward  by  the  front.  Early  in  this  movement  Lieu 
tenant  Colonel  Gardner  was  severely  wounded  in  the  face  by  a  frag 
ment  of  shell,  whilst  gallantly  leading  his  regiment,  and  carried  from 
the  field.  As  the  next  in  rank,  I  assumed  command.  The  regiment 
continued  to  move  forward  in  direction  of  the  heavy  infantry  firin^  in 
front,  until  we  passed  the  crest  of  the  hill,  when  we  moved  by  °the 
right  fiank  along,  and  crossing,  the  military  road.  •  Here  the  fourth 
regiment  was  ordered  to  take  position  on  t£e  extreme  right  of  the 
brigade,  which  was  promptly  done,  and  again  formed  in  line  of  battle. 
During  this  time  we  were  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  of  shot  and  shell] 
which  wounded  several  of  my  men. 

The  engagement  still  progressing,  we  were  again  ordered  forward 
along  the  military  road,  and  took  a  position  then  unoccupied  by  any 
troops,  some  one  hundred  yards  to  the  west  of,  and  parallel  to,  the 
railroad.  I  threw  out  skirmishers  in  front  of  the  regiment;  who  kept 
up  a  brisk  fire  with  the  enemy's  skirmishers  until  dark,  killing  and 
wounding  several  of  them.  We  remained  here  until  after  night,  when 
I  was  ordered  to  follow  the  twenty-seventh  regiment.  We  moved  a 
short  distance  to  the  rear  along  the  military  road,  by  which  we  had 
advanced,  laying  down  for  the  night  by  the  road  side. 

At  three,  A.  M.,  14th  instant,  we  were  aroused,  moved  a  few  hun 
dred  yards  through  the  woods,  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg,  and 
were  placed  in  position  behind  the  embankment  of  the  railroad the 
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second  Virginia  regiment  resting  upon  a  skirt  of  woods  which  crossed 
the  railroad,  and  the  fourth  regiment  on  the  left  of  the  second.  We 
remained  in  this  position  during  Sunday,  the  14th  instant,  hourly 
expecting  a  general  advance  of  the  enemy,  but  the  day  passed  without 
any  incident  worthy  of  notice,  beyond  the. skirmishing  between  the 
sharpshooters  on  both  sides.  I,  however,  restrained  the  fourth  regi 
ment,  and  permitted  no  firing,  and  thus  protected  my  men  from  any 
loss. 

At  dawn  on  Monday  morning,  the  15th  instant,  my  regiment  was 
relieved  from  duty  on  the  advance  post,  and  retired,  with  tMfe  brigade, 
about  one  mile  to  the  rear,  in  the  woods,  where  we  remained  till  Tues 
day  morning,  from  which  place  we  marched  to  our  present  encamp 
ment  in  Caroline  county. 

Of  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men,  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gard 
ner  down,  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of 
commendation.  For  coolness  and  steadiness  under  a  trying  fire  of 
artillery,  I  never  saw  their  conduct  surpassed.  And  while  they  were 
not  called  on  to  participate  in  an  infantry  fight  they  showed  they  were 
ready  to  meet  its  danger  and  to  do  their  duty.  And  I  avail  myself 
of  this  opportunity  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  officers  and 
men  for  their  cheerful,  prompt  and  ready  obedience  to  orders  under 
every  circumstance ;  and,  when  all  have  behaved  so  well,  I  should  do 
injustice  did  I  attempt  to  bestow  marked  distinction  upon  any.  I 
must  also  express  my  regret  at  the  loss  the  service  has  sustained  in 
the  wounding  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gardner,  whose  whole  conduct 
during  this  war,  on  many  hard-fought  battle-fields,  has  marked  him 
as  a  most  trustworthy  and  efficient  officer. 

I  give  below  a  list  of  the  casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

WILLIAM  TERRY, 
Major  commanding  Fourth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 


LIST  OF   CASUALTIES  in    the  Fourth  Regiment  Virginia    Vol 
unteers  : 

Field  and  Staff. — Lieutenant  Colonel  Gardner  severely  wounded  in 
the  face. 

Company  A. — Corporal  Thomas  Chatwell,  shot  in  foot. 

Company  C. — Wounded  :  Private  S.  S.  Coddall,  in  right  foot ;  pri 
vate  William  Boyd,  in  left  leg ;  private  George  Pratt,  in  left  leg ; 
private  C.  L.  Terry,  in  the  back. 

Company  D. — Wounded  :  Private  G.  H.  Hudge,  in  right  leg  ;  pri 
vate  A.  J.  Wolfe,  in  right  hip. 

Company  F. — Wounded  :  Sergeant  T.  R.  Stamper,  in  foot ;  private 
W.  S.  Shupe,  in  right  hip  ;  private  S.  0.  Canico,  in  left  side. 

Company  G. — Wounded:  Sergeant  J.-H.  Sublett,  left  hip  ;  Corpo 
ral  G.  A.  Willis,  left  arm  ;  private  P.  Hall,  in  left  hip  and  breast. 

Company  L. — Wounded  :  Private  J.  C.  Snider,  in  left  arm. 
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The  wound*  in  most  of  the  foregoing  cases  are  slight from  frag 
ments  of  shell.     Many  have  alreadj  returned  to  duty. 

WILLIAM  TERRY, 
Major  commanding  Fourth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  McKENDHEE. 

HEADQUARTERS  CARPENTER'S  BATTERT,      ) 
Camp  Paxton's  Brigade,  December  23,  1862.  $ 

General  E.  F.  PAXTON, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 

GENERAL  :  la  obedience  to  orders,  I  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  part  taken  bj  this  company  in  the  action  of  Saturday,  the  13th 
iiirtant : 

On  the  morning  of  the  day  above  mentioned,  about  six  o'clock,  we 
were  conducted  by  Captain  Brockenbrough,  then  acting  chief  of  artil 
lery,  to  a  position  in  front  of  General  Branch's  brigade,  being  sup 
ported  by  the  seventh  North  Carolina  regiment,  which  was  posted 
alongside  of  the  railroad,  about  one  hundred  yards  to  our  rear.  We 
were  instructed  to  hold  our  position  until  our  support  had  passed  to 
the  front,  then,  if  necessary,  to  move  to  another  point  some  three  hun 
dred  yards  to  the  rear.  As  soon  as  we  arrived  on  the  ground  the 
battery  was  prepared  for  action,  but  remained  silent,  according  to 
orders,  until  about  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  when  we  observed  the  enemy 
advancing  on  our  right  in  considerable  force,  (infantry,)  when  we,  in 
connection  with  Captains  Braxton's  and  Wooding's  batteries,  imme 
diately  on  our  right,  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  the  advancing  column, 
which  caused  them  to  waver  and  break  for  a  time,  but  soon  reappeared, 
at  the  same  time  advanced  several  batteries  on  our  left  and  front  to 
wiihin  short  range,  and  opened  a  destructive  fire  of  artillery  on  our 
batteries.  When  I  observed  them  advancing  with  artillery  on  our 
lift,  attempting  to  enfilade  our  position,  (which  they  had  partially 
succeeded  in  doing,)  I  at  once  despatched  a  messenger  to  the  com 
manding  officers  of  two  batteries  to  our  left  and  rear,  requesting  them 
to  begin  firing  at  once,  and,  if  possible,  dislodge  the  pieces  thus 
advanced.  Soon  after  one  or  both  the  batteries  began  a  very  slow 
firo,  but  without  either  driving  the  enemy  from  his  position  or  attract 
ing  the  firing  in  that  direction.  The  fire  was  so  destructive  that  wo 
•were  soon  compelled  to  continue  the  action  with  three  pieces  instead 
of  four;  and  still  later  withdrew  another  piece  and  placed  all  the 
available  men  I  then  had  to  the  two  remaining  guns,  and  thus  continued 
tho  action  until  our  skirmishers  were  driven  to  the  rear,  and  the 
infantry  of  the  enemy  rapidly  advancing,  which  being  observed  by 
Captain  Brockenbrough,  he  called  on  our  support  to  come  to  our 
rescue,  which  they  promptly  did,  passing  some  twenty  yards  to  our 
front,  and  held  tho  enemy  in  check  until  we  could  limber  up  our  two 
remaining  guns,  wh-ich  being  done,  we  retired  in  good  order  some 
minutes  after  the  other  batteries  had  left  the  field — this  being  about 
eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.  We  left  one  caisson  on  the  field  for  want  of 
L;:..es  to  haul  it  off.  I  then  took  a  commanding  position  some  three 
L_lred  yards  to  the  rear  of  my  first,  and  sent  the  orderly  sergeant 
(having  no  commissioned  officer  to  assist  me)  to  halt  the  two  pieces 
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first  sent  from  the  field,  and  which  were  then  moving  off  with  Captain 
Wooding's  battery.  He  soon  returned,  informing  me  that  Captain 
Brockenbrough  was  riding  at  the  head  of  the  retiring  column.  Sup 
posing  that  he  intended  me  to  follow,  I  then  moved  on.  When  I  came 
up  with  him  found  that  he  had  been  severely  wounded,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  was  retiring.  He  then  ordered  me  to  take  command  of 
Wooding's  battery,  in  connection  with  my  own,  which  I  did,  and  reported 
to  General  A.  P.  Hill  for  orders,  who  directed  me  to  go  to  the  nearest 
open  field  in  rear,  get  as  many  pieces  ready  for  action  as  practicable 
»nd  await  further  orders.  Late  in  the  afternoon  I  received  an  order 
from  General  Taliaferro  directing  me  to  return  to  a  point  on  the  left, 
near  the  one  occupied  in  the  morning,  and  open  fire  on  the  enemy  at 
once.  Arriving  near  the  point  designated,  met  that  officer,  who  in 
formed  me  that  we  were  too  late,  directing  that  we  go  back  and  go 
into  camp  for  the  night. 


CASUALTIES^ 

Second  Lieutenant  D.  R.  Barton,  killed  ;  Second  Lieutenant  Wit* 
liam  T.  Lambie,  wounded,  severely  ;  private  Thomas  Hastings,  killed  ; 
Sergeant  F.  Karnes.  wounded,  slight;  Corporal  £.  O'Conner,  slight; 
Corporal  J.  F.  Fudge,  severe  ;  privates  A.  Staff,  severe ;  A.  J .  Bar 
row,  severe;  George  Myers,  severe  ;  William  Baggage,  severe  ;  John 
Miller,  slight;  E.  Piper,  severe;  John  Sawyers,  slight;  James  Glu~ 
ter,  slight;  Isaac  Swindle,  slight;  11.  Martin,  slight ;  William  New 
comer,  slight;  M.  Clemm,  slight ;  H.  Loch,  severe;  A.  McCarty, 
alight;  J.  Hawkins,  severe;  John  O'Niel,  slight;  W.  Aliemong, 
Hwere;  John  McCarty,  slight;  Joseph  Grim^  slight ;  John  Cadwa!&- 
der,  slight ;  Joseph  Anderson,  missing.  Ten  horses  killed  and  foar 
disabled. 

GEORGE  McKENDREE, 
Lieutenant  commanding  Bitttry. 


REPORT   OF  COLONEL  WARREN. 

HEADQUARTERS  TALIAFERRO'S  BRIGADE,  T)(ctnibcr  19,  1362. 

•r  TAUAFERRO, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  Jackson's  ])ivision  : 

MAJOR:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol 
lowing  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  recent  action 
near  Frederickshurg  : 

The  brigade  left  its  encampment  Friday  morning  about  sunrise, 
and,  on  arriving  at  Hamilton's  Crossing,  was  put  in  position  in  rear 
of  the  Hamilton  house,  in  support  of  the  batteries  stationed  on  the 
hill.  This  position  it  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  day  and  th:u 
r>ight,  but  saw  nothing  of  tlie, enemy. 

Early  Saturday  morning  I  was  ordered  to  the  left,  and  took  posi 
tion  in  rear  and  supporting  distance  of  Brigadier  General  Paxton's 
brigade,  in  the  following  order:  Thirty-seventh  Virginia  regiment, 
commanded  by  Colonel  T.  V.  Williams  ;  tenth  Virginia  regiment, 
commanded  by  Captain  W.  B.  Yancey;  twenty-third  Virginia  regi 
ment,  commanded  by  Captain  A.  S.  Richardson  ;  forty-seventh  Ala 
bama  regiment,  commanded  by  Captain  I.  M.  Campbell ;  forty-eighth 
Alabama  regiment,  commanded  by  Captain  C.  B:  St.  John.  During  the 
day  I  was  advanced  to  the  front,  until  I  came  up  to  the  second  line, 
at  which  point  I  received  orders  to  fall  back  to-  the  military  road  an  1 
vec upy  it. 

]NText  morning,  in  accordance  with  orders,  I  occupied  the  front  line 
on  General  Paxton's  left.  Early  in  the  morning  my  skirmishers 
engaged  those  of  the  enemy  for  a  short  time,  but  during  the  day  and 
night  following  this  part  of  the  line  was  remarkably  quiet. 

Monday  morning,  being  relieved,  we  retired  to  the  third  line. 
Captain  Wooding's  battery  was  detached  from  the  brigade  Friday 
morning,  and  its  action  did  not  come  under  my  observation.  It  was, 
however,  early  in  the  action,  and  sustained  its  reputation  for  gal 
lantry  and  efficiency,  but,  1  regret  to  say,  suffered  severely — Captain 
Wooding  and  Lieutenant  Jones  both  being  severely  wounded.  The 
loss  sustained  by  the  brigade,  not  including  loss  in  battery,  was 
slight,  being  two  officers  and  fourteen  privates  wounded.  I  refer  to 
the  report  already  furnished  for  names,  &c. 
Most  respectfully, 

E.  T.  II.  WARREN, 
Colonel  Tenth  Virginia  Regiment  commanding  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  H.  J.  WILLIAMS. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  VIRGINIA  VOLUNTEERS, 
Deccmfar  24,  1852. 

Lieutenant  C.  S.  ARXALL, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

LIEUTENANT:  In  pursuance  of  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  i 
herewith  transmit  report  of  this  regiment  during  the  engagement  near 
Fr^derieksburg,  December  13,  1862. 

On  the  morning  of  12th  December,  the  regiment  with  the  brigade 
left  carap  with  two  hundred  and  forty-six  men,  non- commissioned, 
&c.,  with  seventeen  commissioned  officers,  taking  the  road  leading  to 
Fredericksburg.  Having  marched  a  distance  of  about  six  miles,  we 
were  halted  along  the  railroad  and  ordered  to  load ;  which  being 
accomplished,  we  marched  and  countermarched  along  the  railroad. 
Taking  an  oblique  course  across  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  roa<],  we 
proceeded  along  and  upon  the  top  of  the  hills  overlooking  the  valley 
about  and  around  Fredericksburg,  where  we  remained  during  the 
remainder  of  the  day  and  night,  without  any  thing  of  importance 
occurring  worthy  of  note.  In  the  morning  at  nine  o'clock  cannon 
ading  became  very  heavy  on  our  right,  which  continued  until  the  lire 
was  extended  along  our  whole  line.  During  this  artillery  duel  seve- 
:.il  of  the  men  upon  th's  left  of  the  regiment  were  wounded,  one 
geriouslj,  in  company  F.  About  one  o'clock  we  were  again  ordered 
back  and  formed  line  of  battle  four  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  our 
former  position.  After  remaining  in  this  position  a  short  time  the 
roar  of  musketry  plainly  indicated  that  the  battle  had  commenced. 
We  then  moved  forward  to  what  is  called  "  the  military  road"  under 
.heavy  fire  of  shell,  &c.  We  were  there  halted  a  few  moments,  then 
ordered  by  the  right  flank,  moving  forward  perhaps  half  a  mile  when 
halted  again  for  a  few  momets,  throwing  out  skirmishers  at  the  same 
time,  moving  forward  in  line  of  battle  for  a  few  hundred  yards  to  a 
fence  a  short  distance  from  the  railroad,  then  we  were  halted  and 
.remained  until  the  firing  ceased,  which  was  a  little  after  dark,  then 
we  moved  back  to  the  military  road  and  remained  until  near  daylight, 
when  we  were  moved  forward  and  took  a  position  in  front  along  the 
railroad.  In  this  position  we  remained  during  the  day  and  night 
•tfith  no  other  casualties,  save  one  man  wounded  in  company  E.  The 
firing  continued  during  the  along  the  whole  line  of  skir 

mishers  ;  remaining  in  this  position  during  the  day  and  night,  we  were 
relieved  near  daylight  by  General  Rodes'  brigade,  when  we  took  up 
the  line  of  march,  moving  back  perhaps  one  mile  and  a  half,  where 
we  remained  until  next  morning  about  nine  o'clock,  at  this  period  we 
were  ordered  to  move,  taking  the  direction  of  Port  Royal,  we  marched 
•until  a  late  hour,  where  we  encamped  upon  the  farm  of  , 

in  Caroline  county,  Virginia,  where  we  now  are.  I  must  say,  in  con- 
elusion,  with  the  exceptions  already  mentioned  in  a  former  report,  that 
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men  and  officers  never  behaved  so  gallaiftly,  and,  in  justice  to  all,  1 
can  give  no  one  more  praise  than  another.  Sufficient  to  say  that  all 
were  at  their  posts  and  did  their  duty.  Annexed  you  will  find  list  of 
casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  J.  WILLIAMS, 
Lieutenant  Cclonet  commanding  Regiment. 


List  of  Casualties  in  Fifth  Virginia,  Volunteers. 

Company  I>. — Wounded:   Cyrus  Lotts,  accidentally  in 

Company  E. — Wounded :  John  Harris,  seriously  ia  abdomen. 

Company  F. — Wounded :  Lieutenant  John  M.   Brown,  slightly  in 

leg;    Private  Alfred  Shcflet,  leg  amputated;    Sergeant  J.   Dunlop, 

slightly  in  shoulder;     Wm.  H.  Rodgers,  seriously  in  leg;    John  Jor- 

den,  slightly  in  arm ;    Wm.    T.    Baily,  slightly  in  shoulder;    James 

Trimble,  slightly  in  knee. 

Company  L  — Wounded:  Corporal  Gerard  Kic,  slightly  in  leg;  F. 
M.  Wood,  accidental  in  finger. 
Total  number  wounded,  eleven. 

Respectfully, 

C.  II.  CALHOUN, 

Acting  Adjutant. 
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